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The hunger of menfor truth is immense ; hut they are
n°t erect on their feet; the senses are too strong for the
soul.  Our senses harbarisc us. When the ideal world
rocedes before the senses we are on a retrograde march.

— Emebson.

The Clergy and Discussion.

jIFSE note in last week’s Freethinker concerning the
Der8y and debate raises questions of more than
of interest. Those who have noted the history
th™a 8*an evidences will not have failed to observe
~ii.eeereasing fondness of the clergy for discussions
iaalificd unbelievers. In the earlier years of
isecularist movement debates were by no means
eVe®.IBROni some covering as much as a dozen
Ok nin8s. And one may safely infer, knowing the
andraCter °I Christian clergy, that one reason
to n°ne rea8on alone could have been potent enough
adv LBO™ em 1° abandon discussion as a means of
fajlan°ing their views. And that is its complete
either to bring Freethinkers back into the

tk0 1881an fold, or to stop Christians leaving it. All
~ebaf 6r Ratifications advanced for abandoning
«8 te=the character of opponents, the dragging of

eto f " objects into a too secular atmosphere,
the’ —are mOre excuses to cover recognition of
Op ‘'tal fact that Christianity has invariably lost by

It i8 denatO>and Freethought has invariably gained,
of p On®thing to disouss Freethought in the absence
It ;Breethinkers, or where no talking back is allowed.
rep ~UtOanother to disouss Freethought where mis-
pro ~~tations may be corrected on the spot, or a lie
In nailOfi to the counter.

abs0iQ.8?118» an” that a sinister one, the olergy are
adebs1® ecorre°t in saying that the atmosphere of
°annot <*8 *atai to religion. In the first place, one
matic ' In ~i80U8Bion, preserve an atmosphere of dog-
Nisouaa mere tact that a subjeot is being
P°®sibirf *hv°lves the probability, or at least the
tiona -7 .°f being in error. Without this the rela-
not 0D two people are those of teacher and pupil,
ferm.  mpBl*8 discussing a subjeot on an equal plat-
Hoat fj10 Possibility is there, it is admitted by
thgyl, hit by all. Christians hear subjects that
Nationla 1°°~ uP°n as unquestionable not only
may no”v,’ laestioned with sucoess. This belief
They g * 00 destroyed at once, but it is weakened,
their faY?6n of ability and character arrayed against
they ba, >aQfi are forced to reoognise that what
POBBe8scxiKegarded as belonging to believers may be
i?10tronbi i th®80 who glory in their unbelief. All
tians wift> 7a”en by the olergy to surround Chris-
?r'wth nf an. artifioial environment favorable to the
Rto cont r?“ 8j°nB belief is nullified by bringing them
N Otlght a~,w*b the faots of contemporary life and
On a debat’ Ifiem8elve8 do not state their faith
Jnordér i InS platform as they state it elsewhere,
i?  acco® IDake a tolerable show the statement has
“«at are QG?Panie(l with reservations and admissions
all deb  eye'°POners to the orthodox. In this
isnot DatO8have a great educational value ; but
ai™anxiQagenuine cfiocation about which the clergy

°lerby de”, fGahinker wh° asks, Why should not the
1,560 the Freethinker who knows the clergy

Sunday, June h, 1911

Fbice Twopence

might well reply with the counter question, Why
should they ? They are in possession, and represent
one of the greatest vested interests in the world.
Their historio policy has been to protect their flocks
from the influence of heretical opinions; and, from
their own point of view, experience has justified the
policy. A religious person in a civilised country is
very much in the position of a tropical plant in a
very temperate region. |If it is to live it must be
carefully fenced off from the normal influence of its
new habitat. And if a religion is to live it must be
carefully shielded from the winds of criticism, and
protected from the influence of uncongenial opinions.
The clergy have nothing to gain by debate, and they
have everything to lose. They never convert the
Freethinker; the Freethinker never fails to convert
some Christians. This will be no news to Christians;
they know it perfectly well. And a threatened
interest has only one of two policies on which to
fall back with any chance of success. It may either
suppress its opponents by force, or it may seek a
longer term of existence by silence and evasion.
Christianity can no longer adopt the first plan on
any general scale; it must perforce fall back upon
the second.

It might ha replied that the love of truth should
urge the clergy to submit their views to the test of
critical discussion. Certainly; if the clergy, as a
body, were interested in getting at the truth. But
has there been a clergy in any period of the world’s
history that has been interested in this? If there
has been, | have failed to find any record of suoh a
body. A clergyman here and there may have shown
such concern ; but he has usually been regarded as
the black sheep of the flock, and treated accordingly.
New views on religion are hated merely because they
are new. Men who show any readiness to accept
some of the truths concerning established oreeds are
either driven out of the churches, or, if they remain,
are marked and treated with a silent, but none the
less real, hostility. As a body, the clergy show little
desire to get at the truth themselves, and still less
desire to place it before their congregations. So
long as the latter are satisfied with the old teaching,
so long nothing else is provided. It is only when
people become restless in the pews that the pulpit
deals out a little of what intelligent laymen know to
bo the truth. The problem with the clergy is not
even the comparatively honorable one of “ Howmuoh
of the new truth will a congregation take ?” it is
usually “ How little will it be content with ; how
much of the old error will it retain ?”

It is really time that we shook off the stupid
superstition that the clergy as a body are a col-
lection of high-minded men attracted to the pulpit
by love of religion and devoted to the welfare of the
people. The priesthood is entered as a profession,
as a means of getting a livelihood, however much the
fact may be disguised. It is often selooted by a
young man's parents, and, in spite of what may be
said concerning the underpaid clergy, affords a better
return for mental medioority than could be found
elsewhere. Conventional phraseology often disguises
the facts of the situation. When a young man
selects the career of a doctor, a lawyer, an engineer,
or a soldier, we do not talk about his experiencing a
“ call ” which decides his future. We say the man
must do something for a livelihood or a career, and
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the selected profession obviously appeals to his
nature. But solemn humbug accompanies religion
from the earliest moment. We must surround the
adoption of the priesthood as a profession with a
number of semi-magical formal®, as though each
candidate for holy orders had to pass through a
spiritually transforming operation. And meanwhile
the older hands at the game are explaining to a
befooled public that if the supply of the clergy is to
be satisfactory both as to quality and quantity the
priesthood must be able to compete financially with
other professions. The solemn humbug of it all!

There is one other very powerful cause of the
clergy shunning debate under equal conditions. On
the one side, as has been already pointed out, is the
fact that those who speak against religion are—so
far as they are representative persons—usually better
equipped than the clergy themselves. | do not mean
better equipped in a mere scholastic sense. Bat
while they know all the arguments in favor of reli-
gion, the clergy are seldom familiar with the argu-
ments against it. This is one of the prices that
religion pays for keeping its votaries secluded from
antagonistic influences. But added to this is the
steadily declining intellectual quality of the men
who enter the ranks of the priesthood. This pheno-
menon is as obvious with Nonconformists as with
the Episcopalians, although in the former case the
bustling politician serves to cloak the intellectual
mediocrity.

Even though the intellectual strength of religion
remained absolutely unaffected by modern thought,
the relative number of powerful intellects it could
draw to its service would be bound to decrease. When
Christianity was practically co-extensive with the
State, and when religion wielded a commanding
influence on life, men of ability could adopt a
religious profession without any very oppressive
sense of self-stultification. But as knowledge grew,
as social life developed, and as fresh avenues of
employment opened in science, in literature, and in
politics, life drained religion of its men as knowledge
divested it of its authority. The result has been
that for the past seven or eight generations the
number of first-rate intellects that have given them-
selves to religion have steadily declined. Let anyone
impartially study the leaders of English Christianity
—men like Clifford, Campbell, Horne, Horton,
Jowett, or Morgan among the Dissenters, or the
bishops and archbishops of the Established Church
—and then ask whether in point of sheer mental
ability they compare favorably with any other edu-
cated class of the community. The point need not
be labored. The fact is admitted by the clergy
themselves. The complaint as to the difficulty of
getting men of ability into the Churches is common
and constant. Church and Chapel have become the
short and easy paths for the advancement of medio-
crities.

There is small wonder, then, that the clergy show
a growing disinclination for a form of encounter that
can but exhibit their intellectual shortcomings to
the publio. From the point of view of a threatened
corporation they have everything to lose and nothing
to gain by meeting qualified representatives of op-
posite opinions. At the best they could only hope to
hold their own, and experience has shown that this
expectation is never actually realised. Doubts are
suggested where none may have previously existed,
and suspicions develop into oortainties. Of oourse, if
religious belief rested on an ascertainable basis of
faot, no greater risk would be run in discussing it
than one runs in discussing a question of politics
or of science. In every other matter but religion
discussion is recognised as the great touchstone of
truth, the supreme detector of error. Religion is the
one thing that flees direct controversy, and openly
makes the cowardly claim that it can only live
behind a protective wall of obscurity. Brought into
the open, knowledge demonstrates its intellectual
weakness and social life proves its inutility. And a
belief that only flourishes eo long as those who
entertain it are protected from the full influence of
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current life and thought naturally attraots to its
service a timid, procrastinating intellect whioh find8
discretion the better part of valor. q COHEN.

The Passing Illusion.

Less than thirty years ago a remarkable little book
appeared which produced a profound and somewhat
disturbing sensation throughout the religious world-
It was a work the like of which had never been pr0
seated to the publio before. Its very title wes
arresting, Natural Law in the Spiritual World; un
its main object was to put an end to the conflc
between science and religion which had been pr0
ceeding with such ferocity during the preceding
twenty-four years. Henry Drummond’s central con-
tention was that science and religion run on paranO
lines, but never touch, and that, therefore, nothing
can be more absurd and disastrous than a for°e
quarrel between their respective representative8
Under the old orthodoxy such a notion was intolel
able, and, realising this, Drummond whisked the o
orthodoxy down the wind, and became, as he imagine >
a scientific theologian. Nothing in the Bible to®
contradioted the conclusions of science could
longer be regarded as belonging to religion.
whatever points soience and the Bible clashed, *b
latter had to be sacrificed and the former uphel *
Thus, as the eloquent Professor was fond of sayi®
science gave the Church a new Bible, a Bible to®
was to be taken poetically, parabolioally, or al j
gorically wherever the literal interpretation broag
it into collision with modern knowledge. Whatev”
may be thought of Drummond as an interpretel
Scripture, it is beyond doubt that his Natural
the Spiritual World has done much to hasten the “
integration and dissolution of the Christian Relig'fU
The same thing is true of his second work, {
Ascent of Man, for here also ho stoutly maintal
that soienoe and religion deal with parallel P~6?0.
mena, the phenomena of the natural and the Pf*
nomena of the supernatural, whioh, though Par
never meet. They belong to two distinct wer
the material and the spiritual; but the laws
bring them into parallelism are not parallel, bob
identical. There are no laws but those in operaC js
in the natural world. Now, the curious thing ..
that these natural laws are deolared to be in ftPLO
cation in the supernatural world as well. Thus,
radically different worlds are yet governed by 1
same laws. (00]
This is a point of vital importance. ~u---
Bushnell, of America, a much greater man
Drummond, was equally convinced of the real*®’
the supernatural, but logical enough to annouy
that it is fundamentally distinguisbhable fsom . 30
natural. In his Nature and the Supernatur™
describes the spiritual world “ as another s
nature incommunicably separate from ours.
says : mate*
“ God has, in fact, oroctod anothor and higbor sy
that of spiritual being and government for D
Nature exists; a system not under tho laws of ® »
and effect, but ruled and marshalled under other
of laws.”
Bushnell's position is perfectly intelligible,
unbelievable; but Drummond’'s teaching 18 , jO
roughly vitiated by the strange admixture there

it of scientific knowledge and theological D j,g
The eccentrio combination leads to the foll°
fallacious statement.—

Fk

NWhat is required to draw science and of the
together is tho disclosure of the naturalnes
supernatural. Then, and not till then,

how it is, that to be loyal to all of Nature, they sci<
loyal to the part described as bpiritual. No . rOgd
contributes to another without receiving a tc. L.0 to
benefit. And even as the contribution of sC* th0
religion is the vindication of the naturalncs

supernatural, so the gift of religion to uataloh
demonstration of the supernaturalnoss of t ~wd*
Thus, as tho supernatural becomes slowly na
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also the natural become slowly the supernatural, until
in the impersonal authority of Law men everywhere
recognise the Authority of God.”

It Btands to reason, of course, that Nature cannot be

at once Nature and Supernature. It cannot be one

thing to science and another, essentially different” to
religion. But, on the other hand, if what religion
calls and treats as supernatural is identical with
what science looks upon and deals with as natural,
wherein, in the name of wonder, lies the difference
between science and religion ? What inference can

be drawn from such a teaching but that religion is a

dreamer of dreams, while soience devotes itself to

tbe discovery of facts, or the acquisition of know-

Iodge? Religion’s stock-in-trade are hypotheses,

speculations, unverifiable assumptions, groundless

conjectures, while science’s wealth consists in
natural discoveries, ascertained facts, systematised
information, and theories thrown out by the ima-
gination but suggested by definite conclusions
already arrived at. In religion, truth signifies an
abstraot or metaphysical something concerning
which nobody knows anything at all but over which
ihe theologians bave ever beeo splitting invisible
airs, but to science, truth simply means correct
oowledge of natural processes and relations obtained
reselt of patient investigation.

Abe mxspiritual world ' is variously conceived by
llerent divines. Until recently it denoted the

PQrely imaginary world which mankind were believed
enter at death. The usual name for it was

and 8UProme question which religion

P to everybody used to be, “ Friend, where are you

In8 110 spend eternity ?” Nowadays, however, it is
un°s9 CUBtomary, in Protestant circles at least, to
hi iOr8%an”™ by the spiritual world the so-called
ji 8ber nature which germinally exists in every

] @1 being. Man is a being within whom are

fir *red three divinely graded theatres. There is

agst the bodily theatre with appetites and passions

& Pay'aot’rs. This is a low-grade theatre, to be

le ,nned as much as possible. Then comes the intel-

B4 Ual theatre the stage of which is occupied by ideas,

grad 18n38> an”™ logio-grindings. This is a middle-
e theatre, whioh is worthy of seme encourage-

Perf ’ 3n which there should be only occasional

Pur @Qlarlce8- The third theatre is described as a

geal.y spiritual institution, in whioh only dramas

are ™ ~ream-subjects and dream-experiences
i0s ever put on the boards. We are exhorted to

asa, ,t° this theatre as often as we can, and
it is not possible to have too much

... course, this second signification of the
@piritpa world includes tho first, because the
hi8 IQe 18 that at death man loses two-thirds of

eXciPre8ent solf, and enters eternity a severely,
Wll bVoly 8PIritual being, whore his whole time

iafinif0 ~a”en aP by blissful communion with an
himself. three”|N0N€  Being equally spiritual with

, whatever conception of the spiritual world
Qmfr (a~°Pted by religious people, the faot that
°Qinc B B Mat in every sense it must bo pro-
sea or , 9 wholly Utopian realm, whioh never was on
or of. and except in dreams, whether of tho night
reliffin6 day- Christianity is pre-eminently a dream-
in m?id It has always revelled in tho supernatural,
pictures of heaven and hell, of God and

0f 6°1B>and gloried in its divinely aPI?01" fc&d °
,»f converting natural men into spiritual, who, being
am togOtber with Christ, seek the things that

Qabove, where Christ is, seated on the right ha
n. 5 0d" and who, because their “ life ib hid with
t,hriat in GOa” Bet their affection “ on the things
®*e abov®. not on tho things that are upon the
rth.” .. QOg BO loved the world, that he gave his
8biy SeBotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him
Quid not perish, but have eternal life. "N08>
ti" &ianity is a supernatural religion, and a Chns-
Porf a supomaturally born individual, who is sup-
S W .«d nourished by supernatural grace, and who
K nB forward to supernatural rewards hereafter.

°r bim this natural world is “a barren land,
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through which he has to pass as a pilgrim and a
stranger to his supernatural home beyond the skies.
This is an accurate description of the nature and
mission of the religion of the Cross, and there can
be no doubt whatever but that, in the growing light
of knowledge, it is being thoroughly exposed as a
baneful superstition, of which we should get rid as
speedily as possible. As it shares the qualities, it
should also share the doom of all other supernatural
religions the world has ever seen.

Some modern Protestant divines, when driven
into a corner by undeniable facts exclaim, “ That is
not the definition of Christianity at all.” “ Chris-
tianity,” they aver, “is a method of securing the
greatest good and blessing for mankind, the best
conditions of living, and the highest use of human
faculties ; a plan for the well-being of humanity.......
No man is a Christian that does not make the world
happier and better, and everyone who makes the
world appreciably happier and better is a Christian.”
What unheard-of magnanimity! Even Atheists, if
by their good deeds they “ make the world appre-
ciably happier and better,” have the honor of being
numbered with the redeemed of the Lord. But,
unregenerate sinners that they are, they decline the
honor with thanks. They are not Christians, and to
be reckoned as such is an insult they positively
resent. Firmly believing that Christianity, as a
supernatural religion, is totally false, and, as a moral
factor, painfully inadequate and misleading, they
wish to be known as its active opponents, who
are determined to do their very utmost, by all
legitimate means, to drive it into the limbo of all
forgotten illusions. In that conviction, they natur-
ally rejoice to learn that, both in its Catholio and in
its Protestant form, it has had its day, or, to adopt a
slang, it is played out. Most of the best people
throughout Christendom have ceased to believe in
it, and are outside all its activities, j m Lloyd

The Apocalypse.—XIlI.

[Continued from p. 364.)

IN chapter xiv. the writer of the “ Revelation ” says:
“ And | saw, and behold, tho Lamb standing on the
mount Zion, and with him a hundred and forty and
four thousand, having the name of God written on
their foreheads.” Upon this oocasion the eloot were
singing “ a new song ” which “ no man could learn
....... save the 144,000 ” (Rev. xiv. 1—5). This ideal
scene appears to have been suggested by a similar
one recorded in one of the “ holy books,” in which
the writer says:—

" 1 Gsdras saw upon tbo mount Zion a groat mul-
titude......and they all praised tho Lord with songs.
And in tho midst of them was a young man of high
stature, taller than all the rest, and upon every one of
their heads he set crowns ” (2 Esd. ii. 42—48).

This “ yonng man,” the writer was told, was “ tho
son of God whom they have confessed in the world.”
It would thus seem that “ the Lamb ” was intended
for this “ son of God.”

Next, the Apocalyptist says he beheld “ another
angel flying in mid-heaven, having an eternal gospel
to proclaim unto them that dwell on the earth
which “ gospel ” may be summed up in two words—
“Worship Yahvoh” (Rev. xiv. 6—7). There is no
“ son of God ” to be worshiped in this gospel; all the
glory and worship is to be given to “ him that made
the heaven and the earth and sea and fountains of
waters,” as narrated in Genesis.

Next comes a reference to the city of Rome under
the name “ Babylon ” and to the punishment of tho
worshipers of the “ beast” (Rev. xiv. 8—18), which
are repeated at greater length further on. Passing
over these items hero, | come to the last paragraph
in tho chapter (Rev. xiv. 14—20), in which the writer
sayB: “ And | saw, and behold, a white cloud; and
on the cloud | saw one sitting like unto a son of
man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his

”
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hand a sharp sickle.” An angel then called out to
this “ son of man” on the cloud : “ Send forth thy
sickle and reap: for the hour to reap is come: for
the harvest of the earth is ripe.” Thereupon the
man on the cloud “ cast his sickle upon the earth;
and the earth was reaped.” After this, “ another
angel ” appeared, “ he also having a sharp sickle,”
who was told by “ another angel ” to send forth his
sickle and gather in “ the vintage of the earth
whioh was done forthwith, the grapes being cast into
“ the winepress of the wrath of God.” This Trine-
press was then “ trodden,” with the remarkable
result that “ there came out blood from the wine-
press, even to the bridles of the horses, as far as
1,600 furlongs.” The last statement would appear
to mean that the blood stood up like a plateau to the
height of the horses’ bridles throughout the area
mentioned, the extremities of which were like a wall
all round, perpendicular to the ground.

With regard to the foregoing nonsense, we find a
son of man in the books of Enoch and 2 Esdras, but
not seated upon a cloud and holding a sickle. The
Apocalyptist appears to have combined “ the son of
man ” in Dan. vii. with the judgment of the nations
in Joel ii., and then added a silly statement from
2 Esdras. These read as follows :(—

Dan. vii. 13.—“ 1 saw in the night visions, and
behold, there came with the clouds one like unto a
son of man....... And there was given him dominion,
and glory,” etc.

Joel iii., 12, 13 —* Let the nations come up to the
valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will | sit to judge all
the nations round about. Put ye in the sickle, for the
harvest is ripe : come, tread ye ; for the winepress is
full, the fats overflow ; for their wickedness is great.”

2 Esd. xv. 35—37.—*“ and there shall be blood from
the sword unto the horse’s belly, and to the thigh of a
man, and to the camel’s hough.”

As regards Dan. vii., there are two very plain inter-
polations in that chapter. The first is that of God
seated on his throne, there called “the anoienb of
days ” (Dan. vii. 9—10); the second is the “ son of
man” (Dan. vii. 18—14). Where these interpola-
tions originally came from is not known ; but any-
one who reads the whole chapter, omitting those
four verses, will soon perceive that they have been
inserted haphazard, and not only break the narra-
tive, hut have nothing whatever to do with anything
narrated in that chapter.

In chapter xv. the Apocalyptist commences by
Baying: “ And | Baw another sign in heaven, great
and marvellous, seven angels having seven plagues,
which are the last, for in them is finished the wrath
of God.” The pouring out of the vials of the Lord’s
wrath upon the devoted heads of the ungodly was, of
course, inevitable: for had not the prophet Esdras,
speaking in the name of the Lord, uttered the
following prediction >—

2 Esd. xv. 27.—* For now are the plagues come upon
the whole earth, and ye shall remain in them : for God
shall not deliver you, because ye have sinned against
him.”

Next, the writer of the “ Revelation” says that he
saw “ them that came victorious from the beast”
standing “ having harps of God,” and singing “ the
song of Moses the servant of God, saying, Great and
marvellous are thy works, 0 Lord God,” etc. There
are two songs of “ Moses the servant of God”—
Exod. xv. 1—18 and Deut. xxxii. 1—48—but the
words put in the mouths of the saints in this
chapter (Rev. xv. 8—4) are not found in either.
They may all, however, be paralleled, sentence by
sentence, from one or other of the “ holy books.”
After the elect had praised the Lord God sufficiently,
“ the four living creatures gave unto the seven
angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God."

In chapter xvi. these angels are represented as
pouring out the seven bowls (or vials) of wrath upon
different portions of the earth in succession, and
after the emptying of each bowl a new catastrophe
ocourred. Thus, we are told, the first angel “ poured
out his bowl into the earth; and it became a noisome
and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark
of the beast” (Rev. xvi. 2). This plague was sug-
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gested to the writer by one of the ten which are said
to have been brought upon the Egyptians by Moses.
Exod. ix. 10.—“ And Moses sprinkled the ashes
toward heaven, and it became a boil breaking forth
with blains upon man and upon beast.”

Next, the second angel “ poured out his bowl into
the sea; and it became blood....... and every living
thing died that was in the sea.” Similarly, the third
angel “ poured out his bowl into the rivers and the
fountains of the waters;. and it became blood " (Rsv-
xvi. 8, 4). These two plagues were also suggested by
those brought upon the Egyptians.

Exod. vii. 20, 21.—Moses “ smote the waters that
were in the river....... and all the waters that were in
in the river were turned into blood. And the fish that
was in the river died.”

The fourth angel “ poured out his bowl upon the sun
....... and men were scorched with the heat; and they
blasphemed the name of God.” The fifth angel
“ poured out his bowl upon the throne of the beast;
aud his kingdom was darkened, and they gnawed
their tongues for pain, aud they blasphemed the God
of heaven” (R9v. xvi. 8—11). These two plagues
appear to be original, and oven more absurd than
those suggested by the “ holy books."

Next, the sixth angel “ poured out his bowl upon
the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof
was dried up, that the way might be made ready f°f
the kings that came from the sunrising” (Rev. xvi-
12). This was from the holy books.

Jer. 1 38.—“ A drought is upon her waters, and they
shall be dried up : for it is a land of graven images.”

2 Esd. xiii. 41—47.—*" They entered by the narrow
passages of the river Euphrates. For the Most Higb

wrought signs for them, and stayed the springs of *jO
River, till they were passed over....... And now wbh6®

they begin to come back again, the Most High stayetil
the springs of the River again, that they may 8°
through.”

The waters mentioned by Jeremiah were in Baby-
lonia—hence the Euphrates. In 2 Esdras the refor'
ence is to the ten tribes that were carried aWwwy
captive to Babylonia by Shalmaneser, who are said
to have emigrated to an unknown country in ord®r
to worship the god Yahveh unmolested, and who i°
Esdras' time are stated to be about to return. .

Lastly, the seventh angel “ poured out his bow
upon the air....... and there were lightnings, ao
voices, and thunders; and there was a great eartbj
quake....... and the city of the nations fell: aB,
Babylon the great was remembered in the sight®
God,to give unto her the cup of the wine of
fierceness of his wrath....... And great hail, every sfcoo
about the weight of a talent, oometh down out 0
heaven upon men : and men blasphemed Godbeoau8
of the plague of the hail” (Rev. xvi. 17—21). fl

This last plague—which brings chapter xvi. to .
close—is but a now version of one of the plagues
Egypt:i— —

Exod. ix. 23—26.—" Ai)d Moses strotched forth hi8r°
toward heaven: and tho Lord sent thundor and hau-,”"_
and the Lord rained hail upon tho land of EgyP4-""
very grievous, such as had not been in all the la<l
Egypt sinco it became a nation,” etc.

In Josh. x. 11 we have an account of hail-st°D®
which tho Lord God “ oast down from heaven ' nPjjO
the heads of the Canaanites againBt who®,}jOy
Israelites were fighting, with the result that

were more which died of tho hail-stones than N
whom the children of Israel slow with tho sW° k™0
But the writer of the Apocalypse had not even ~ 0
small amount of oommon sense possessed by

more ancient Hebrew writer ; for he says that ev ~
stone was “ about tho weight of a talent,
though his hail-stones were also “ cast down g
heaven,” the only effect they produced was to <™ 0
tho men stricken to “ blaspheme God.” 'V foe
weight of a Jewish silver talent was 117
weight of a gold talent was 181 Ibs., and the °Qj,
of a talent “ of the king ” was 158 Ibs.; hence,

of these hail-stones was a block of ice w 0 frat
something over a hundredweight. It i8 " ur,jbs.
the Greeks had a talent which weighed ony 0
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and it is just possible that the latter was the weight
the Apocalyptist referred to. Assuming this to be
so, the weight of each hail-stone would be half-a-
hundredweight, and such being the ease, it is safe to
say that every man upon whom one of these blocks
fell would be killed instanter: there would be no
time to “ blaspheme God.”

Furthermore, the giving to “ Babylon the great
—that is to say, to the inhabitants of Rome—* the
cnp of the wine of the fierceness of God's wrath” is
another matter suggested by the “ holy books —in
this case the books of Jeremiah and Isaiah.

Jer. xxv. 15.—* Thus saith the Lord, the God of
Israel: Take tho cup of the wine of this fury at my
hand, and cause all the nations, to whom | send thee,
to drink it.” etc.

Isa. li. 17—23.—* Awake, awake, O Jerusalem, which
had drunk at the hand of the Lord the cup of his fury.
....... Behold | have taken out of thine hand the cup of
staggering....... and | will put it into the hand of them
that afflict thee.”

he nation which had brought most affliction upon
ha Jewish people in the days of the Apocalyptist
~Na8that of the Romans, which the writer was afraid
0 name, and therefore only spoke of it under the
Agnation “ Babylon the groat.” Abracadabea.

(To be continued.)

Hogarth as Heretic.

‘He [Hogarth] was one of the greatest comic geniuses
hat ever lived...... His pictures are....... rich, exuberant moral
satires, exposing vice and folly in their most ludicrous points
°t view, and with a profound insight into the weak sides of

haractor and manners in all their tendencies, combinations,
j, a“dcontrasts.”— William Hazlitt.

T long ago | happened to make a bargain in the
Vep 3% °* 80me Hogarth prints, and whilst tra-

mg home by train, being rather anxious to inspect
djj good “ deal," | opened my parcel of prints. This
mBW a~enHon °f a clergyman sitting opposite
and T °*8ee'DS fhO contents, began a conversation,
knd B Oun” that he was quite a Hogarth enthusiast,
'vas b°asted a VOry fine collection. At the time |
An iVer™ much surprised that a parson (and an
rebellCan  that!) should take an interest in such a
UQ a8 Hogarth ; but | have since found out that
the p~h bas ever been in favor with the olergy of
G A “W°h of England. Some fifteen years ago
QOr i'..pa'a> writing his Hogarth essays in the
ence » ' ea”» ho was so inundated with correspond-
hoter u°’m Parsone that one would think he was a

Qo°aox Hampton lecturer !
to ~ these parsons can take the irreverent Hogarth
“ all eir hosoms “ PaRBes”—Ilike tho peace of God—
picjjjj Una(,ratanding.” They must surely view his
tmasi 68 throaSh their stained-glass windows. Just
n'ghtC°® a 00Qntry rectory with the “ Modern Mid-
of °nversation ” ! In this print there is acompany
in Cay \Gworthy upholders of “ Church and State ”
8qUeet0'iaa’- Some two dozen of claret have been
in thZoii an’» although the clock points to four
sample DIOIQmg> preparations are boing made to
ladle ua CaPaoious punch-bowl, whioh is under the
°loth >Irection of a rose-gilled member of *“ the
Far(j’, actually identified with the Rev. Cornelius
Hr. jqj} dlasolute cousin of Dr. Johnson : (the same
Amornr!0“ w”° coa*d only mention sceptioism and
the m m the same breath). The final scone m

°PPortinKIOfc el Hregress ” pave Hogarth another

pertain 1~ oi Binning one of the “ third sex,” a
EWI® graved and vioious “ Chaplain of the
often’, * b fond of a drop —only a little, but

Privato™ gijjge oondemned Hogarth for exposing the

of life, and po'rhaps it was “ off his

BUut \we shall soe presently that ho did not
M -« leiate what ho found “ on his beat.  And
thl; pars°U8, where ho fills you with contempt at

he tiPnvato f°lli°B he brings laughter for you wbou
6 Is of their publio frauds.
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Before mentioning the “ irreverencies ” of Hogarth,
it is worth noting that the painter had a positive
aversion to religious pictures, and protested against
the array of “ dead Christs, Holy Families, Madonnas,
and other dismal dark subjeots, neither entertaining
nor ornamental.” He frequently shows the homes
of those whom he reviles for their follies or iniquities;
decorated with paintings on Biblical themes, just to
show, | suppose, the beneficent influence of religion.*
For instance, in “ Mariage a la Mode ” we have “ Lot
with his Daughters,” “ The Judgment of Solomon,”
etc., and in the “ Harlot's Progress "’ there is “ David
dancing before the Ark,” “ Abraham's Sacrifice,” and
the “ Virgin Mary.”

Yet, strange to say, Hogarth himself perpetrated
some religious pictures, but the circumstances were
extenuating—each had a substantial purse attached.
These pictures are “ Moses before Pharaoh’s
Daughter,” “ Paul before Felix,” and three altar
pieces for St. Mary’s, Redcliff. We can judge the
artist’s “ reverent ” attitude towards these subjects
from the subscription ticket issued for the first two.
This was a deliberate burlesque on “ Paul before
Felix.” Sala thus describes it:—

“ He shows us a stumpy Paul, mounted upon a three-
legged stool, and haranguing an ignoble Felix and an
assembly apparently composed of pettyfoggers from
Thavies Inn, and an old clothesman from Duke’s-place,
seated in an area mean and squalid enough for a Court
of Bequests. A hulking Angel with a Lifeguardsman'’s
torso backs up Paul; but the Avocato del Diavolo is
present in the shape of a tiny Callotesque demon, who
is busily engaged in sawing away one of the three-legged
stool. It is difficult to determine which is the funniest
of the two “ Pauls,” the one meant in earnest, or the
one meant in jest.”

As for “ Moses before Pharaoh’s Daughter,” Haydon
declared that if Hogarth really thought it was a
serious painting, he deserved the straight-waiBtooat.
Even the altar-pieces have been censured for their
want of “ propriety ” and “ dignity.”

Now for Hogarth’s “ irreverencies.” Sala, in his
memoir of the painter, would persuade his readers
that Hogarth was a “ decorous man in theology,” and
an upholder of “ Church and State." Fancy a
churchman treating the Holy Bible as Hogarth does
in the first 6cene of the “ Rake's Progress.” It
depiots Tom Rakowell taking possession of his
inheritance. The room is being turned inside out.
From an old lumber box has fallen, with other
rubbish, a massive family Bible, together with a pair
of newly soled shoes, repaired from the leathern
covers of tho Blessed Book !

Here is his next irrevorency—"“ Tho Sleeping
Congregation.” This would have made an excellent
frontispiece to Swift's sermon on *“ Sleeping in
Church.” What a perfect type of drawliDg mono-
tone pulpiteer ho depicts? His text is: “ Come unto
me all ye that are weary and | will give you rest,”
whilst upon the side of the pulpit is inscribed, “ |
am afraid lest | have bestowed upon you labor in
vain ” (Gal. iv., 2). The whole congregation is
movod to slumber, except the clerk, whose spirit
struggles between the “ Land of Dreams” and the
“ Venusberg”—one eye doing “ twenty winks,” and
the other in a suspioious leer towards a buxom
wench in tho adjoining pew, who has fallen asleep
with her Prayer-book opened at “ Matrimony.” In
tho first state of this print Hogarth indulged in an
exquisite piece of blasphemy by making one of the
angels who support the Royal Arms smoke a pipe of
tobacco, whioh appeared to have boen lighted at the
holy fire surrounding a symbol of tho Trinity. This
print has slightly offended the commendators. Sala
siys it is a “ censurable piece of irreverence,” whilst
another refers to the “ slight spice of apparent
profanity.”

- Speaking of the “ beneficent influence of religion,” it is
strange that commendators speak of the unfortunate Kate as a
clergyman’s daughter. In tho scene where she is apprehended
there is a “ Pastoral Letter” lying on the stool. Much good
either did poor Kate.
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Tom Rakewell’s nuptials in the “ Rake’'s Progress”
brings another nasal-toned parson, who would, most
likely, talk like the couple snored in Rowlandson’s
“ Trumpet and Bassoon.” The Chureh is in a state
of dilapidation, and a tablet bearing the Ten Com-
mandments is cracked across the centre. (The
Commandments broken ? What, in Christian Eng-
land—never ) The Creed, another part of the
decoration, is also destroyed; “ by damp,” says a
commendator. (I suggest “dry rot.”) And then
there is the church “ poor box ” ; a huge cobweb has
grown over it. | hope Tom Hood saw this pioture,
it would remind him of :—

“ Alas fot the rarity
Of Christian charity.”

For downright blasphemy, the picture entitled
“ Credulity, Superstition, and Fanaticism ” stands
facile princeps. Horace Walpole considered it the
“ most sublime ” of Hogarth's work for “ useful and
deep satire,” whilst Hartley Coleridge is offended at
its “ profanity” (Essays and Marginalia). This plate
has quite a history. Hogarth had finished a work
entitled “ Enthusiasm Delineated,” in which he gave
“a lineal representation of the strange effects of
literal and low conceptions of sacred beings.”
Churchman pretend that the attack was directed
solely against the revivalists, Whitefield and Wesley,
but it is clear that Hogarth was dispensing his satire
against the entire fold of Christian superstitionists.

Hogarth's friends, fearing lest his intentions
should he misconstrued, advised him to expunge
some of his irreverencies. This deliberate perversion
of Hogarth is only one of a legion in art and litera-
ture which Christians are responsible for, Christians
draped Leonardo’'s “ Leda.” Christians substituted
a secular libretto to Beethoven’s “ Mount of Olives.”
Christians suppressed the bitter lines on priests in
one of Burns’ poems. Christians “ bowdlerised ” the
works of Sir Richard Barton. Fortunately, Hogarth
“ softened ” very few of his irreverencies. Let me
describe this print, the most profane in the realms
of art.

It is a church interior. From a pulpit adorned
with effigies of Julius Cmsar, George Villiers, etc.
(before the alteration these figures were all Bible
heroes) a stentorian parson, whose strength of lungs
(says Trustier) is aconvenient substitute for strength
of argument, is “ telling the tale." A “ scale of
vociferation” hangs near him, with “ natural tone”
as zero, rising to “ bull roar ” ; the latter, no doubt,
being frequently reached by the pulpiteer, since the
sounding-board above is cracked. This scale is
surmounted by a repulsive, gapmg mouth hearing
the words “ Blood ! Blood! Blood!” a polite allusion
to the Christian laundry recipe for soul washing.
Peeping over the desk is the preacher's written
sermon, the text of which is, “ 1 speak as a fool.”
In one hand the parson holds out “ rewards ” in the
shape of an impish devil with regulation gridiron,
and a witch on a broom-stick in the other. This
latter was substituted for a symbol of the Trinity.
The preacher’sviolent orating disarranges his sartorial
mummery, displaying underneath a harlequin’s garb
(unkind cut!) His wig, falling off, reveals a Jesuit’s
tonsure, and what is deeper satire, the “ halo,” which
surrounds the head, falls with the wig.

The clerk, said to bear the features of Whitefield,
stands beneath the pulpit. He is a picture of the
most abject misery, possibly engendered by the
lugubrious hymns of Whitefield which engages his
attention, bearing the sarcastic legend—*“ Continu-
ally do Cry.”

As specimens of contemporary credulity, Hogarth
has included the figures of a notorious Nail Spouter
of Bilston, and a certain Mary Tofts, the Godaiming
rabbit-breeder. Close by these are two books, King
James’s Demonology and Whitefield's Journal.

A cherub bears in its month a scroll, upon which
is written “ To St. Money Trap,”—the poor-box—in
the form of a mouse-trap! Near the pulpit is a kind
of mental thermometer for religionists. “ Zero ” is
represented by “ Luke Warm,” the degrees ascending
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thus : “ Love Heat,” “ Lust,” “ Ecstasy,” “ Convulsion
Fits,” “ Madness,” and “ Raving” ; whilst the degrees
descend to “ Low Spirits,” “ Sorrow,” “ Agony,”
“ Settled Grief,” “ Despair,” “ Madness,” “ Suicide.”
(Religion and Lunacy was a theme Hogarth had
touched upon before, in the Madhouse scene in the
“ Rake’'s Progress,” with much discourtesy to the
Christian faith.) This mental thermometer rests on
two books—Wesley's Sermons and Glanvil on Witch-
craft—the whole surmounted by the Cock-lane ghost
and the spectral Tedworth drummer.

The occupant of the pew opposite the clerk has the
“ blessed book ” in front of him, across which is laid
a murderous knife, labelled “ Bloody.” Hogarth
evidently thought the same as Shelley did when he
wrote, “ Bloody faith the foulest birth of time.”

The congregation, with one exception, appear to be
so affected with the gospel that brought “ Tidings of
great joy ” that they are snivelling laboriously. The
exception is a youth in prooess of “ conver-
sion,” with a most terrified look on his faoe, due to
the exhortations of one of Tennyson’'s “ ghostly
men,” who directs the gaze of the unfortunate youth
to the chandelier fashioned like a sphere, and called
“ A new and correot Globa of Hell.” This is given the
appearance of a face, no doubt to convey the idea of
the human origin of this infamous doctrine.

To crown all, Hogarth has delineated an infidel
surveying all this credulity, superstition, and fanatic-
ism through the window, with a look of mingled
disdain and amusement. What irony !

- - - t -

Hogarth was decidedly a Freethinker. Certainlyi
the evidence is purely negative; but no Christiao»
even of the most liberal shade, could have handled
the graver for such blasphemies as Hogarth’s. There
is certainly not a scrap of evidence that will go to
back up Sala’s contention that Hogarth was a
Churchman; whilst his assertion that he was a
“ decorous man in theology ” is, from the evidence of
the foregoing, nothing short of ridiculous. The f&iji
is, Christians cannot bear the thought that some oj
the world’s greatest minds (as Mill once said) should
reject their creed. And even when scorn is added to
rejection, they still labor to retain the names °
these illustrious heretics among those of the faithfult

H. Geoiige Farmer-

SONG OF THE TAPE-WORM.

Written by a distinguished Agnostic in reply to a PO®
theological rhyme sent him to show how God cares f°r
even “ the sparrow’s fall.”

Oh, | aru a jolly tape-worm,
And 1 live in a gallant man,
Who labors day and night for me

As hard as he over can.

I gnaw his bowels every day
And fill him full of pain,

Till like a burning snake ho writhes,
And the sweat runs down like rain.

Oh, 1 live in his guts and laugh
To seo him work and eat,

Till he starves his wife and children
To give a tape-worm meat.

The jaws of my man make music
That drives me wild with glee

And | chuckle with joy when | think
How the good God cares for me.

I am only a worm, | know,
A worm of low degree,

But I bloss the Lord with all my heart
For making a man for me.

The Lord is very good to me,
And | thank him all I can,
But after all I must confess
He’'s damned hard on my man. .
-Secular Though



June il, 1911

Aoid Drops.

General Botha's excellent message to the peoples of Great
Britain and South Africa was marred by its pious conclu-
sion. 111 pray,” he said, “ that the Divine blessing may rest
on both our lands and on the great Empire we all love and
serve.” But if the being who dispenses the Divine blessing
is “ Our Father,” why is it necessary to beseech him to be
kind to his own children ? And why should his attention
ke specially called to the British Empire—to the corre-
sponding neglect (for the words have no meaning otherwise)
of other portions of tho world ?

If Christianity is true, and the Bible the Word of God, the
Ueity would seem to have been annoyed at tho King and
Vueen having gone to the Derby. A terrific storm was
arranged, which burst over the South of England generally
and London in particular. It began a few minutes aftor tho
Y8 and Queen had driven from the race course. Myriads
ot people were drenched to the skin, houses were struck, and
several persons killed. Nothing happened to their Majesties,
!Iken tbe Christian God wants to punish monarchs he does
" v- Proxy—through their subjects, as in the famous case
°L . n8 David, after the census he took, and after his little
a"* air at Bathsheba. But if the Lord thought it prudent to
respect royalty so far as to hold the storm back until the
racing was all over, we may see the result of bottling up a
rage in his striking the steeple of St. Paul's Church, in the
pi « London, and doing such damage that the whole
,,!~ce 'will probably have to be demolished. Trinity Church,

bany.street, N.W., was also struck, and the gallery and
dock-tower set on fire.

The London clergy ought to have preached on that
thunderstorm. But they didn’t. “ Fear God and honor the
King,” their ILBook ” says. They know which command-
ant should stand first. The King is hero and God is—God
«nows where.

Wh k® Ghristian mob (nobody supposes that many “ infidels ”

W in ler’) at Epsom were delighted at a millionaire Jew'’s

Th*11-1® Derby. What they really worship is money.

an;'a 18 the upshot of nearly two thousand years of Christi-

Vali™  An” we “ ay judge from it what will bo tho religious
6 of tho Coronation.

lo~ustianity js josing in numbers and power, but it is not
thei ~ iv woa*th, for tho classos quite understand that it is
it °h’ef defence against the masses. Thoy don’'t believe
WorkCtoSolves’ hut it pays them to keep it going amongst the
thiD People; for doesn't it promise them all sorts of good
and rn'lID Hweefby-and-byo in return for all the hardship
of tkQlsory they suffer in this life ? This is tho explanation
" ssgo*0P"088ak elegant, and expensive Young Men's Christian
It iff i"Tn building which is boing erected in Bloomsbury.
Chrit  he replete with comfort and amusement, and
thin, *a0]y°ung men will liavo its advantages cheap. Every-
au axQM * YO Diere—but poor Jesus Christ. Ho is simply
~ Qyphal figure in tho prospectus.

the | a Times correspondent writes complaining of
foraiist °* r?ver°nco that accompanies worship in Noncon-
the Dr Ino°ting.places. One cause of this, ho explains, is

e,dildreuHJuX® ° ckildron unaccompanied by adults. Tho
Way , ' ko say«< are sent to chapel to got them out of the

This' 1-, nafurally do not conduct themselves properly.
of rovorenco, ho also thinks, partly explains tho
ateofo « ' °l religion on the people. For our part, wo

‘kedec& ? lLhat thO case is tho othor way about. It is
and also"™0 kolief that explains the lack of “ reverence,”
SQ@e. WhPIlough it sounds paradoxical—explains its pro-
n° Wd. iero rekgions belief is real and vital, there is
And, coreQ*'fast * 0 betwoen that and other aspects of lifo.
assatned B<'lUenGy, there is no special air of “ reverence”
G°d easil 1J*a”ing about it. The man who talks about
Lis famii™ al&* iamBiarly shocks tho ordinary religionist, but
? als atti“H"-'8 korn of unquestioning belief, the other
t '8when Ut? Is. an unconscious confession of nascent doubt.
j~Por is uaksliof creeps in that a special air and tone and
ir"Lsicm h eiva”™°d in relation to religion. And this is an
t a'btainin r®kgion is to bo kept alive it can only bo by

it it0O”™ a HPccially cultivated atmosphere that will pro-
L~kerwiag D 110 “ Auonce of contemporary lifo and thought.

Dexial rovi'? 800 110 roa8oa why a church should demand
ttoutial air any more than a theatre.

kN tfaeBicktit- Keesevelt calls upon the Young Men's
°ciation of America to broaden their basis. |t
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appears that tho Y.M.C.A. over there, just as over here,
keeps all the control in strictly Protestant hands. Only
those members are allowed to vote and hold office who are
“ members in good standing of Evangelical Churches.”
This exclusiveness is itensified in the case of colored people
even when they are quite evangelical. Not a single
Y.M.C.A. in the United States will admit a colored member.

“ Owe no man anything,” says the New Testament. Half
the churches in England start in debt—and some of them
end in it.

What self-confusing language men will use. Dr. Hodgkin,
author of a long and rather verbose history of Italy and Her
Invaders, told an audience the other day that “ Christianity
must destroy war, or war will destroy Christianity.” Now
we should dearly like to know when and where Christianity
has found itself incompatible with warfare, or when and
where war has been restrained by the presence of Chris-
tianity ? Has Dr. Hodgkin found any such cases in his
study of Italian history ? If so, he has curiously failed to
embody the examples in his eight volumes. At what period
of history was there more persistent warfare than during the
typically Christian period ? What has done more to sow the
seeds of war than established Christianity ? Are not
the Christian nations first among the military nations of
the world? Is not their example forcing non-Christian
nations along the lines of military development? All these
are questions to which Dr. Hodgkin might well devote a
little attention. That might, at least, save him from such
expressions as the one noted above.

Sabbatarians are raising bitter complaints against “ God-
less Sundays ” in Washington. They are specially angry
with a fashionable Washington Club, which recently gave a
dinner (on Sunday) in honor of Miss Helen Taft, the Presi-
dent’s daughter. All that tho Sabbath-breakers can say is
that the Sunday parties are “ invariably informal and never
pre-arranged,”—which is very feeble nonsonse.

The Sabbatarians of Herne Bay aro wild at tho Council’s
refusal to stop the Sunday evening military concerts in tho
new Pier Pavilion “ during divine service.” “ Let us have
our go first.” the clergy say, “ and you have your go after."
That is what they think fair. Naturally, the other side
doesn’t soo it. And the clergy are so incensed that some of
them are now agitating for tho suppression of Sunday music

altogether. They have lost in one big fight, and they think
tho way to win is to start a bigger one. Which shows thoir
wisdom.

Lord Darnley suggested to the Rochester Diocesan Con-
ference a Sabbatarian compromise in tho shape of a “ split
Sunday.” Let the morning bo kept for religious worship,
and the afternoon devoted to games and recroations. But
how about the evening? Aro the clergy to have that too ?
If so, we should say that the arrangement would suit thorn
nicely. It is not likely, howovor, to suit anybody else, except,
perhaps, a few pious old ladies—of both sexes.

Tho Rev. Eric S. Waterhouse has no patience with
people like somo Higher Critics, who do not boliovo in tho
historical existence of the Gospel Jesus. Naturally; very
few men have patienco with auything that makes against
their intorost— whether it bo financial or otherwise. And yet
that tho Gospol Jesus is a myth is admitted in a far larger
measure than many of tho advocates of tho theory recognise.
Let us look at the facts. Tho New Testament Jesus is a
character who was born, lived, actod, and died in a parti-
cular manner. And, above all, he rose from the dead and
ascended to heaven. Now, tho extent to which anyone dis-
misses tho reality of any of tho incidents or characterisations
in tho Gospels that goes to make up tho personality of Jesus
is the exact extent to which ho writes Jesus Christ down a
myth. Yet, among so-called believers, somo deny the
miraculous birth, others the miracles, others the dealings
with Satan, others the resurrection. If these denials do not
make for a confirmation of the mythical theory, what is
their implication ? It will not do to reply, as is often dono,
that there must havo boon somo actual personality to which
tlieso mythical stories were attached. Tho man who
doclares tho Gospel story a myth is not called upon eithor
to admit or dony this. But if there wero, this unknown and
undesirable person is not tho Jesus of tho New Testament.
For the Jesus of tho Now Testament is not merely the
person about whom these stories were told, he lived them,
ho did them, and unless they are a record of his actual life,
the New Testament character—as an historical personality
—falls to pieces.
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Let this consideration be borne in mind, and the demon-
stration of the mythical character of the New Testament
Jesus is a comparatively easy matter. There is, first of all,
the inherent improbability, not to say impossibility, of the
stories related. None of these would be believed by Chris-
tians of any character outside the New Testament. This
alone is proof of their inherent unbelievableness. Then,
added to this is the innumerable parallels of the Christian
story in contemporary and pre-existing creeds. Christian
scholars are just realising that not only were the doctrines
and symbols associated with Christianity there before Chris-
tianity appeared, but that the language of the Christian wor-
shiper was a language common to the believers of many
other religions. And what the believer in the historic
reality of the New Testament Jesus has to explain is, how
the Gospel stories came to be related by other religions
before and independent of the New Testament. It is really
too much to ask us to believe that while all these things
were myth before Jesus, Jesus translated myth into reality
by living in his own life all that was fabled of other saviors.
And if we are not to believe this, what remains but the
admission that the Gospel Jesus is a myth ? This, indeed,
seems the most certain of all conclusions. How the myths
grew up, or whether there was or was not a certain man
around whom all these stories gathered, are other questions.
But they do not, we repeat, affect the obviously mythical
nature of the Gospel character.

“ Providence ” has been extremely active, or extremely
negligent, of late. The village of Oroschon, on the Pamir
Plateau, has been completely overwhelmed by an avalanche.
Many homes were destroyed in four other villages, and 128
persons were killed. “ He doeth all things well.”

Asiatic cholera has appeared in Constantinople. We hope
it will not spread farther West, for these epidemics only
enable the priests to trade upon the ignorance, credulity,
and terror of the multitude.

We referred last week to some choice “ blasphemy ”"—as
it would be called if we said it—from the lips of Lord Charles
Beresford at a Cecil Hotel dinner. One item was a mention
of Elijah as the first aviator. We did not notice the addition
(for it did not appear in the report we used) that “ unfortu-
nately he had not returned to earth since his first flight.” Lord
Charles probably did not remember at the moment that the
same remark applies to Jesus Christ. That personage has
not returned either, although bo has been expected for
nineteen hundred years, and is still looked for by a number
of foolish followers, who are incapable of being undeceived.
The Second Adventists in America keep their ascension
robes ready to put on at any moment. Jesus Christ may
appear in the air any day or night, and they believe they
will bo caught up in the air to meet him. Some very stout
old ladies expect to fly up in spite of gravitation.

Wo have moro than once noted the growing orthodoxy of
the Rev. R. J. Campbell. That this is not a wild discovery
of ours is shown by the following paragraph from the Boston
Congregationaliat: —

* Intimations from London are to tho effect that Rev. R. J.
Campbell is becoming so pronouncedly orthodox as to en-
danger the continued adherence of a certain Liberal and
Socialist element which formerly hailed him as their parti-
cular protagonist. We have had the lurking feeling for some
time that not only his critics but that Mr. Campbell himself
somewhat overestimated the extent of his divergence from
the faith of the fathers. His Easter Sunday sermons must
have been acceptable to the theological conservatives, for
both morning and evening he said that ho believed the
Gospel narratives of the resurrection are strict records of
what took place.”
expect to find the Samson of the Now Theology preach-
ing “ the old, old story ” before the finish—working with all
the strength left him in the mill of the Philistines. His
books and his sormons show that ho is by no means a
thinker.

We

Rev. A. J. Waldron writes to the press announcing his
interest in a cure for alcoholism. It is a wonderful remedy,
for you haven't got to leave off drinking while you are
applying it. “ It is not expensive,” Mr. Waldron Bays, “ and
it can be paid for by instalments if desired.” *“ 1 shall bo
pleased,” he adds, “to attend to any inquiries and place
them in the proper quarter, where they will receive
immediate attention.” No doubt!

“ Plato should bo kept in safe custody and adequately
insured.” So said the Archdeacon of Rochester in the
course of his recent annual visitation. We wonder what
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Jesus Christ would have thought of the necessity for such
advice. And what about the efficacy of prayer as compared
with insurance? The very Churches leave as little as
possible to “ God's” care. They “butter” him, but they
don’t trust him.

Rev. Robert Henry Nisbett Browne, of Inverness-terrace,
Bayswater, W., left (32,019. *“ For their works do follow
them ”—but not their cash—which would melt.

The very worst performers of the “ confidence trick ” are
those who cadge money for converting the heathen. These
people foregather at this time of the year. One body, that
we never heard of before, is the Cambridge Mission to
Delhi. Its annual meeting was held recently, not at
Cambridge or at Delhi, but at Church House, Westminster.
The Bishop of Rochester was in the chair. The first
speaker, one of the illustrious obscure, a Mr. Colin Sharp,
spoke of the “ blank materialism ” that the educated natives
of India were falling into, and of the awful results that must
follow if English old ladies with long purses did not shell out
in support of the Christian Missionaries. What though
“fruit” is so scarce. Mr. Sharp says we must think of “ the
future of India.” From that point of view “ the money were
well spent, even if not a single couvert wero obtained.
That takes the cake. We wonder if Mr. Sharp has read
Hood’s “ Black Job.”

Sir Hiram Maxim has been telling the Liverpool Evening
News that “ the higher mechanical arts which are absolutely
nocessary to-day require men of brains, men who can think,
and these men refuse to take any interest whatsoever m
dogmatic theology. Those men work hard days in ®
week, and it is nothing more than reasonable that they
should wish to enjoy themselves one day in tho wook.”

The following passage from Sir Hiram Maxim's communi-
cation to tho Evening Newt is very interesting :—

“ Some years ago a pious lady came to Crayford with a
view of starting some sort of a religious organisation for our
men. | gave my consent and introduced her to the men-
After several interviews with them she came to me and s»™
the taBk was hopeless as none of the men believed in the
dogmas of the Church.

| instructed one of the timekeepers to find what percental
of the skilled mechanics believed in dogmatic theology- **
reported that there were about four or five in a hundred.

This is cheerful nows for tho clorgy.

According to the Bible the Ark, with old Captain No®
and his family and thoir monagorio, landed (or strandod)
the top of Mount Ararat. A different theory, howovor, 1
entertained by tho people of the Pyrenees. They b°lioV,
that tho Ark settled on tho Puydo Priguo, one of the higkBsj.
peaks in tho Desert do Carlitte, which is about 10,000
above tho sea lovol, and contains no less than 00 lako«
different sizes, tho water having boon left thore when
Flood subsided. The peasants point to an iron ring to wh'
the Ark was moored when Captain Noah landed. Th
settles it. Only a hard-hearted scoptic could possibly thin
of reopening the quostion.

“ The Popo condemns in vehement terms tho new 1®WV
the disestablishment and disendowmont of the R®10 r
Church in Portugal.” Naturally. It was not intonded

his approval.

Rev. R. Railton, of Clithoro, objects to his Sunday-®0* "~
lads and lasses joining in the Coronation field day. He
that unwholesome results follow a promiscous gathering
that kind. Rev. J. Wrigley, also of Clithero, says that
other man of God ought to be ashamod of himself,
broadly hints how tho Christian crowd would deal wit 1
Secularist lecturer who made such a charge in the mem y
place. How they agree1 And how mild and sweet

arel

N

According to tho advertisement of a now book on
which we cannot afford to advertise gratuitously,
“ Catholic Faith only can stand the tests of Reason »
History.” Surely this is something now. How can,IOv0
Faith stand tho tost of Reason? Catholic divines ~ of
always taught that Faith, not Reason, is tho or°enJj0t
Religion. Cardinal Newman plainly said that joSt
Catholicism nor any othor religion could stand o ~Dj
tho corrosive influence of the rostless intellect of ma < jeave
he was certainly right. We advise Catholic writers

Reason alone.

N
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

(Lectures suspended for the present.)

To Correspondents.

President's Honorarium Fund. 1911.—Previously acknowledged
£248 18s. 3d.

B- B. Hewitt.—There have been two or three such publications.
Cassell & Co. issued a Child’s Bible. But the expurgation was
not done by the authority of any Church. We are not sur-
prised that it took some twelve years to wean you from Christi-
anity—especially as you were a church organist. The religion
°f childhood takes a dreadful hold on most of ns. And the
clergy know it. They don’t want public debates ; they want
to nobble the schools. Thanks for your trouble.

Bates, sending useful cuttings, says: “ Your wind-up in
the debate was splendid, and that of your opponent extremely
mean—and typical.”

C- Armstrong.—You ask “ What created life?” No such
thing as creation is known to us. The word is borrowed from
the jargon of theology. Nor is life a thiny. It is a quality or
condition of certain forms of matter. From man down to
protoplasm the line of life is natural. Why should not the
Rext step from the organic to the inorganic be equally natural ?
Nothing is known to the contrary. As to “ Who wrote the
Bible?” we must refer yon to good manuals such as Canon
driver’s Introduction to the Old Testament. Many persons wrote
‘he Bible at various times and places; some known, and some
unknown. The one person who certainly didn't write it is

\ B «0.—Unfortunately too late, partly, no doubt, owing to the
holidays.

Bxwig.—Bee “ Acid Drops.” Thanks.

Pand Saint.” writing from Johannesburg, says: “ | only took
to reading the Freethinker seven months ago, but how | wish |
had made its acquaintance as many years before! | read a
Hood deal, but nothing that | read gives me so much pleasure
and satisfaction as your bright little paper. Your <Acid Drops’
and eSugar Plums’ are most palatable sweetmeats. | can
assure you that Thursday (English mail day) is now quite a
ret*-letter day to me.”

' B.—The extracts will be useful. Thanks.
Srcular Society, Limited, office is at 2 Newecastle-street,
Tu arringdon-street, E.C.
~ National Secular Society's Office is at 2 Newcastle-street,
*arringdon-street, E.C.

services of the National Secular Society in connection
VII* Secular Burial Services aro required, all communications
°uld be addressed to the secretary, Miss E. M. Vance.

*or Bie Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to

~  °wcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.
Oture Notices must reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-
mhsert'~c ~r3(i Post Toeaday* or I™ey will not be

ek’ W*° send us nOW3PaPers would enhance the favor by
gs KIng the passages to which they wish us to call attention.

Bion8 *°r Bterature ahould be sont to the Manager of the
and 66r ~>roaa> 2 Nowcastlo-streot, Farringdon-stroet, E.C.,
p not to the Editor.

rSoNSj ern‘tting for literature by stamps are specially requested
Tn Btrd halfpenny stamps.
p in k er will be forwardod direct from the publishing

10s fidP° & froe’ nt the following rates, prepaid One year,
1 half year, 5s. 3d. ; three months, 2s. 8d.

Sugar Plums.

~ arscbtf'en? e® doa' this week with the Rev. Dr. .T.
G.W, pacfr 8 Pamphlet concerning his debate with Mr.
°fi forth w as we on*y obtained it just before starting
have note ~a”0llal Secular Society’s Annual Conference we
hhinber Of *I?n a™ e time write about it in this
that wliil freethinker. All wo can say at presont is
~Bchan* We Wore prepared for almost anything from Dr.
this. jj er’ Wo hardly expected anything quite so bad as
fiugh p.j 8oonas to bo a worthy compeer of the lato Rev.

oe Hughes and a sorious rival of the Rev. Dr. Torrey.

S.B c e
jhtie numb  W,nny has been visiting Portugal, and in 1
Der of the Positivist Review, which he edits,
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gives his “ Impressions of the Portuguese Republic.” We
are glad that he is able to testify to the honesty of the
Government, which is composed mainly of Freethinkers.
“ In one respect,” he says, “ the absence of corrupt advance-
ment in the public service, the present Government affords
a splendid contrast to its predecessors. By its honesty it
has gained the confidence of the business community. If it
falls, it will fall, not because of the many things it has done
well, or the few things it has done ill, but because it has
been unable to fulfil the extravagant expectations of the
people. It has not been able to work miracles.” The
President, Dr. Theophilo Braga, who is a Positivist, and
therefore without a particle of supernaturalism, continues to
command great public respect. Mr. Swinny “ heard little
but praise ” of him :(—* Some, indeed, blamed his Republi-
can simplicity, while others loudly applauded. A chief of a
State who refuses to occupy an official residence, who lives
in his own modest house in the suburbs, unnoted in tho
Directory and unconnected with the telephone, is something
new in Portugal.” Religion in Lisbon *“ seems rapidly
passing out of the life ot the people.” Mr. Swinny saw
about 250 people present, barely 50 being men, at the
principal Sunday Mass in the great Cathedral.

Mr. Swinny notes one very curious result of tho secular
legislation of the Republic—controlled by Freethinkers:—
“ A weekly day of rest has been established for almost all
workers. The shops are now as much shut in Lisbon on
Sunday as in London, while formerly they were almost all
open.” What a strange commentary on the orthodox text
that Christianity secures the weekly day of rest while Free-
thought would destroy it. Both in Paris and in Lisbon this
theory has been quite falsified. It stood to reason, of
course, that Freethinkers couldn't bo as madly in love with
work as the Christians pretended. Most of them, indeed,
would far rather have two Sundays a week than none.

Mr. Frederic Harrison begins in the Juno number of tbe
Positivist Review a series of articles on “ Nature Worship ”
—which promises to be very interesting. Mr. Harrison is
not lacking in outspokenness ; witness the following :—

* Christendom has retained, along with the best ideas of
Fetichism, some of the trivial and unprofitable practices it
formed, without understanding their meaning, and quite
debasing their use...... All our festivals, including the sup-
posed anniversary of the birth of Christ, are based on pri-
mitive observances of the Moon and the Sun. So, too, the
Puritan conception of the Sabbath, with all its forbiddings,
is a survival of Fetichist taboo foisted on to the Jewish
seventh day of rest. Still more distinctly do Fetichist super-
stitions which once had admirable utility survive in the use
of perpetual lamps burned before the image of the Madonna,
in the use of candles on the * altar,’ for which even Pro-
testants are ready to defy both Prelates and Judges. Still
more visibly Fetichism—and Fetichism in its hideous side
—survives in the Catholic and Evangelical conception of the
eLamb of God, the lamb being merely the sacrificial
victim, which gradually superseded the human victim,
whose blood was ceremonially poured out to rescue the wor-
shipers from tho vengeance of some terrestrial or celestial
power. The entire hagiology or Hadology, and the Satanology
of Christianity in all its forms, Catholic or Biblical, from
Jerome and Tertullian down to Father Vaughan or General
Booth, tho whole Biblo of Hell, Satan, and demonology, in
all its repulsivo and savage developments, is just a survival
of Feticliistio superstition, which in its most ghastly form
survives in Dahomey and Hayti.”

We look forward with interest to the continuation of this
series of articles from Mr. Harrison's able pen,

Tho Prussian Government have succeeded in passing a
Bill permitting cremation in the kingdom. It was passed
by a narrow majority of two in a House of 312. The
majority consisted of Liborals and Socialists, the minority
of Conservatives and Catholics. The religious aspect of the
matter was not emphasised as much as it might have been,
but it was urged that cremation would bo a breach with
ancient Christian usage and an injury to some of tho most
sacred aspects of Christian symbolism. It is a cause for
congratulation that common sense triumphed over such
considerations. But tho battle is not yet over; it will be
continued on other grounds; for the erection of crematoria
is dependent on the vote of two-tliirds of the inhabitants in
every district. Nevertheless tho Bill, as representing the
opinion, sentiment, and will of tho nation, is a distinct gain.

“ A Nebraska woman, writing to us of the death of her
husband, who was latterly a subscriber to this paper, says :
‘1 have had plenty of hard work in my life, so I could not
study and read as he did. He was more considerate and
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more kind to me after reading Robert Ingersoil's writings
than before. 1| love Robert Ingersoll. He did great good.
More than one wife, and more children than can be counted
have reason to love Robert Ingersoll. His lecture on
‘Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child’ is the text-book of
consideration and kindness for subject members of the
family.”—New York “ Truthaeeker.”

We attach a good deal of importance to a letter we have
received from Cornwall. It is addressed to the President of
the Secular Society. The writer says :—

“ 1 am in quest of a paper known as the Freethinker.
have failed to get it anywhere here. 1 hope you can give me
information. Permit me to say that your debate, as it
appears in the Christian Commonwealth, with the German
doctor was a Freethinker’s victory. As | go about | hear
your words repeated : <Atheists do not know anything about
God, and we think you Christians know as much.””

It is gratifying to find that even our opponents are helping
us to sympathy and appreciation. We have had the four
numbers of the Freethinker containing the verbatim report
of the Warschauer-Foote debate forwarded to our Cornish
correspondent. We should be happy to do the same for
scores of inquirers.

The promised pamphlet exposing the Rev. Mr. Dixon, who
is coming from America to take the pastorate of what used
to be Spurgeon’s Tabernacle, has not been forgotten. What
with our extra work in connection with the N. £. S. Con-
ference, and the hindrance caused by the excessive, or at
least, unusual, heat, we have been unable to get as far
forward as we hoped to be with this pamphlet. Besides, on
looking through the materials more carefully, we found that
thero was more to do in the way of revision and compres-
sion than we thought there was while merely trusting to
memory. We do not intend to spoil or weaken the exposure
of Libeller Dixon by unnecessary haste. We want to deal
with him as effectually as wo dealt with Dr. Torrey. One
libeller of Ingersoll is settled. The other must share his

fate.

Talcs of Our Times.

Bv A Cynic.
l.

Tiiere was once a country entirely ruled by priests. The
governing body consisted of a Lower House of Priests and
an upper House of Archbishops and Bishops, all elected by
themselves and acting undor one supreme head who was
called the Archbishop Sacro-Sanct—but the initials were
novcr used alone lest they should give rise to misunder-
standing.

As might bo expected under these conditions, the Statute
Book of this realm was of a very comprehensive and some-
what terrifying character. The offences were numerous and
tho punishments were varied, ingenious, and picturesque—
having been borrowed chiefly from the glorious annals of the
Holy Inquisition, but exhibiting many modern improvements
which would have put Torqguomada to tho blush for his own
incompetence. For instance, it was an offence not to take
off your hat when you met a priest; and and as every third
man you mot in the streets was a priest, and as the punish-
ment for this offence had something to do with boiling oil,
a walk down town was not without a certain spice of
danger.

But tho supreme, transcendent, and ultimate offence was
refusing to lie down on your stomach when you met the
Sacrament being carried through the streets. This offence
was called blasphemy against the Holy Host, and for it—
incredible though this may seem—no punishment had been
awarded. But the explanation was simple. When the two
Houses of Convocation drew up tho Penal Code of the country
they proceeded to consider in order all possible offences aud
their appropriate punishments from tho least even unto the
greatest, and when they came to blasphemy against the Holy
Host they found that every imaginable form of punishment
had already been awarded, and their ingenuity had reached
its limit. Moreover, it was, of course, needful that the
punishment for this supreme offence should be proportionately
greater than that awarded for any other; but, cudgel their
brains as thoy would, tho two Housos—sitting in Grand
Committee with the Archbishop Sacro-Sanct in the chair—
could think of nothing horrible enough. So they decided to
leave it alone, and gave out that for more men to devise a
punishment for this offence would itselfb9 a sort of blasphemy.
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Such an offender must be left for the Deity himself to deal
with.

Now, it may be laid down as a fairly safe maxim in
in matters of legislation, that if any offence be left without a
specified punishment, sooner or later some individual will
come along and commit that offence out of sheer perversity ;
and so it was in this case. In the fulness of time it came
to pass that one day, as the Sacrament was being carried
along the street, a man not only stood bolt upright on both
legs, but applied the thumb of his right hand to the extremity
of his nose and expanded his fingers vertically in front
thereof—which is quite different from *“ crossing yourself.’
Why the lightning didn’t fall from heaven and strike him
dead no one could explain, but it certainly didn’t, for with a
derisive laugh the man passed on his way and no harm
befell him.

But worse was to follow. At the very next Eucharistic
Congress half-a-dozen other people behaved in just the samo
disrespectful manner, and on subsequent occasions the
number of these offenders kept on increasing—so contagious
is evil example.

Something had to be done, so both Houses of Convocation
assembled in solemn conclave, and by a supreme and united
mental effort—probably assisted by direct inspiration from
on high—envolved a punishment adequate to the offence of
blasphemy against the Holy Host. What this punishment
was, never became known—nor was there any need for its
publication. Tho knowledge that it was there—ready fot
the next offender—had a quite sufficiently sobering influence
over the most flippant blasphemer, and the Holy H°st
encountered no more outward signs of disrespect when taking
an airing.

Thus was it discovered that, as God Almighty is apparently
unable to protect himself from insult, his faithful pbop O
must do it for him—which is the great and sacred principlO
lying at the root of all Blasphemy Laws.

Old Mrs. Britannia had such a large family that it sometimes
caused her as much embarrassment as history tells us was
experienced by that other elderly dame who lived in a shoo.
But Mrs. Britannia’s children were not all her own progeny
for she had a curious fondness for adopting other peoples
childron and making them livo in her house whether thoy
wished to or not. She justified this little eccentricity of hors
on tho ground that thero was so much room for childr@
in her big house, and that her methods of juvenile education
and management were so much better than those of he
neighbors. ,
Of course, with such a largo family, Mrs. Britannia had *
have several nurseries in her house. Besides tho Hoi»0
Nursery, a very crowded little room over which Mr*
Britannia herself presided, thero wore four other much large
nurseries undor the supervision of as many head nurse <
There was the South Nursery, No. 1, a big room vory sparse y
occupied by a few of Mrs. Britannia's own children. The
was tho Asiatic Nursery, another big room but densey
crowded with brown-skinned children whom Mrs. Britain*
had adoptod—for sho was not particular about color. The ~
was the South Nursery, No. 2, also rather sparsely
by a mixed assortment consisting of a few of her own child!0 1
some other whito children whom sho had rocently adopted™
by main force—and a large number of black children whoO
residence in Mrs. Britannia's houso was also not entirey
voluntary. Lastly, thero was tho West Nursery, containing
few of Mrs. Britannia’s own children, and, like tho two Sou
Nursorios, affording plenty of accommodation for more. 1reD
Tho unequal distribution of Mrs. Britannia's chn< j
among her five nurseries was ovidont to tho most super*l
observation, for while the Home Nursery and thogcAaSricely-
Nursery were so crowded that tho children had \yestern
room for a romp, the two Southern and tho
Nurserios—magnificent spacious apartments—seemed nlin”™
empty by comparison. Tho romody for this state of tin b
would appear to be sufficiently obvious, but Mrs. Britan
had a good deal of worry over tho matter. Tho children
the Asiatic Nursery rather objected to being kopt coope
in their crowded quarters, and were continually running
the three largo, roomy nursories, where there was so u*
more space for their games ; but tho children in these t ¢J
nurseries strongly resented these incursions. In fac
strongly did they object that tho children of the Asl t
Nursery wore eventually forbidden to enter South i'Wén|y
No. 1, on any pretonco whatever, and they worV.
admitted to South Nursery, No. 2, under rathor knml
conditions: such as not being allowed to sit on the c.;ons.
but only on the floor, and othor oqually invidious distinc:
In tho West Nursery, too, things wore rather uup 0" €0
And what made all this the more deplorable was, t ~ anJidy
Mrs. Britannia had beeu going around collecting heEhe pad
by her peculiar method of compulsory adoption,



June ii, 1911

always assured everybody concerned that in her house all
children enjoyed equal rights and *“ British” justice—
evidently meaning a superior brand of the article which she
kept on her own premises.

It has been suggested that Mrs. Britannia would avoid a
deal of worry by allowing some of her numerous family to
start entirely independent establishments, but the old lady
has a curious, old-fashioned objection to this idea—which is
all the more remarkable as some of her children did, not so
very long ago, set up business for themselves, and are now
doing uncommonly well.

Meanwhile, the neighbors are looking on with some
interest, and wondering how it is all going to end.

m.

Once upon a time the Blessed Virgin appeared to a Her-
mit who lived in a cave near a spring, and kKindly cured him
0L rheumatism. Of course, the water of the spring soon be-
came endowed with miraculous powers, and the cave became
a “°>y Shrine whither thousands resorted yearly to be cured
of their ailments. The pilgrims brought money in their
Purses and the Shrine grew wealthy, an additional source
of income being the sale of the spring water, which was
f over the country and retailed at eighteen pence a

ottle, or fifteen-and-six a dozen—and very cheap too.

One day the good Father of the Shrine fell ill himself—
Buffering much pain in the region of the loins on the left
Bme. But he was a sensible man, so instead of bothering
he Blessed Virgin about a little thing like that, he sent for
ho best Physician in the nearest town, who was in charge
0l a big hospital.

“Hum,” said the Physician after he had examined the
Patient, la case of advanced Calculous Pyonephrosis. It

as just as well you sent for me, Father. We ought to
Perate without delay, so you bad better come into hospital
to-morrow.”

his departure the Physician had to pass the Shrine,
.a a Lay Brother in attendance there kindly offered to

um over the holy place.
wh «aid the Lay Brothor, “ is the Holy Well. There,
Vir6'0 Altar now stands, is the exact spot where the
appeared. And these crutches hero have all been

fam'r P'igrims who have been cured. | daresay you are
mo *hat this apparatus which was worn for many
» Y sby aboy with a twisted spine.”
tvh' if8" sa'™ the Physician, “ and here too is a woodon leg
cn rather interests me. Did the Virgin make the owner’s
“~“lleg grow-again?”
alad 'no’” Sa*the Lay Brother. “ This leg belonged to
Hoi caln0 hero regularly for twelve years, till the
s™ON.*Irflin appeared to her in a droam and suggested that
Bo 810uld buy a now leg of an improved pattern. Sho did
iij iolt her old leg hero as a votive offering.”
turntdn.6’” 8a' the Physician with a grim smile as he
~ed to depart.
*athe °Perat'on was quite successful, and in duo time the
he te r.'vas back at tho Shrine again. Soon after his return
Vfhir.ké,ve™ a Parcel containing a letter from tho Physician,
Was as follows:—
‘ Reverend Father,—
as . Tho stone enclosed herewith really belongs to you
to o Icarne out of your left kidney. Perhaps you would like
And th ~4 y°ur pathological museum.”
b6*eficLg0? * Father did so, as a memorial of the Virgin’'s
B~ n™* 0 brn8n8 him safely through the operation,
ment t n y 7aufihed ; or, if they did, the kept their merri-
atrnl, ° themselves ; for open hilarity is incompatible with
i~r~ons framo of mind.

tarn™Nin® that Giles bo of tho sort that have to
af0i6 tIf ?e* 8chool. The hard have to bo treated hard
to lea(j °y Junderstand. And God as mado all, knows how
“Ban'/'' , tAlison Cleave.]
justi®6 a A* the hard be treated hard. That's man'’s
aud genii  Fve n°ught to say against it. But 'tis tho soft,
don’'t und® and harmless, bo treated hard. That's what I
‘hat's ww /?2ud’ 'Tis women and children bo scourged ;
hke what Jr? the Almighty’'s way beats a plain sportsman
uuderstani *' f m n°t saying it isn't right and proper, you
an°Wbutt ' m ' J did, | should bo setting myself up to
al fours ~ tlthan my Makor; but I'm saying it don’t look on
"Eden pi, w¥*at adecent man would do in the same case.”
|<Pott8, “ Demeter's Daughter."

ABOU BEN ADHEM.
BU. , P Abou spoke more low
\y il eor'ly still, and said, “ | pray theo, thon,
The a1110 as one that loves his fellow men.”
It r n8etwrote and vanished. The next night,
And 'v,6 a8a™' with a great wakening light,
And | °wed the names whom love of God had blost,
0 mBen Adhem's name led all the rest.
—Leigh Hunt.

THE FREETHINKER

879

The Conference—And After.

| arrived home from the N. S. S. Conference on Monday
evening about eleven o’clock, and had to be at the editorial
office of the Freethinker again on Tuesday morning. Sunday
and Monday were long days with me, and the tropical
weather is quite overpowering. All | can do is to pen this
slight introduction to the Annual Report which | read to the
Conference, and leave the rest of the report for next week’s
issue of this journal.

The Conference was very harmonious and successful,
although the delegates and visitors were nearly melted with
the heat. The luncheon tables at the Colonnade Hotel
were well patronised between the morning and afternoon
business sessions. Some of the older members looked
astonishingly young. Dr. Nichols, with his genial face
and portly person, was a pleasant spectacle in spite of his
seventy-five years ; and Mr. Richard Johnson, the same age,
was one of the brightest and liveliest figures of the whole
gathering. Everyone felt Miss Vance’s absence, and joined
in the resolution of sympathy that was ordered to be sent
to her. A supplementary resolution decided that a Testi-
monial Fund should be raised in acknowledgment of Miss
Vance's long, eminent, and valuable services as Secretary;
and the President was requested to take charge of it in the
Freethinker. 1 shall inaugurate this Fund next week with a
carefully written appeal, and acknowledge any subscriptions
sent in by “ saints ” who may not think it necessary to wait
for a formal invitation. | am very happy to add that Miss
Vance is still improving. But she will have to recuperate
by the seaside before she is fit to resume her duties. To be
alive at all is something after the ordeal she has passed
through.

The speakers at the evening public meeting were all in
their best form. Aftor the President’s introductory speech,
the audience was kept in a continuous state of pleasurable
excitement by Messrs. C. Cohen, J. T. Lloyd, F. A. Davies,
W. Heaford, and A. B. Moss—and MiBS Kough. Every one
of them was in tip-top form. Not a sign of restiveness was
displayed by tho audience during nearly two hours and a
half, in spite of the “ molting mood ” induced by the
weather.

Monday'’s excursion to Stratford-on-Avon was blessed with
glorious weather. Ono unannounced and unexpected feature
was a brief address by me from the stage of the Shakespeare
Memorial Thoatro to the N, S. S. party comfortably seated
in the dress circle. The invitation was sprung upon me as |
entered the Memorial building, and | was so hot and dusty
that | felt like declining ; but | was so pressed to “ oblige,”
and so sensible of the curator’s kindness, that | gave way ;
and the spot, and the surroundings, and my love for the
Master inspired mo to perform a not too easy task with some
degree of success, which was exaggerated by the kindness
of my audience. | shall always rogard that sudden oppor-
tunity as a signal honor. Q w_ Foot*.

National Secular Society’s Annual
Conference.

ANNUAL REPORT.—BY THE PRESIDENT.

In presenting this Annual Report, with tho Balance-sheet,
to tho present Conference, the Executive finds it still neces-
sary to repeat an old warning. Noithor tho Report nor the
Balanco-sheet covers anything like the whole work of the
Society or of tho movement which it mainly represents and
embodies. Tho Branches of the Society, throughout London
and the provinces, are all autonomous, carrying on their
own operations and raising and expending their own funds.
The Central Executive exists to do certain collective work
which the Branches cannot do separately. This work has
never, except on special occasions, involved a large expen-
diture of monoy. It must also be borno in mind that a good
deal of tho most expensive work is now undertaken and
financod by tho Secular Society, Limited ; including costly
series of lectures and the principal part of the Secretary’s
salary. Tho expenditure of that Incorporation amounts to
sovoral hundrods of pounds por yoar, nearly all of which
represents effort running parallel to, and in harmony with,
that of the National Secular Society. The Incorporation
also makes grants of money to the N. S. S. Executive and
Branches which are in need of greater financial assistance
than the Executive is ablo to render.

During the paRt yoar the public mind has continued to bo
immensely pro-occupied with politics, and as tho nation can
only stand a certain amount of excitement, all advanced
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movements either go backward or merely mark-time in such
circumstances. The National Secular Society has not gone
backward; it has held its ground, and has even met with
some encouraging experiences.

Your President has had gratifyingly large audiences both
in London and the provinces, and other lecturers, including
Mr. Cohen and Mr. Lloyd, report well-maintained audiences
in most places and improved audiences in others. Mr.Joseph
Bates, formerly of Boston, has addressed good outdoor
meetings in Lancashire and Yorkshire. Mr. Moss and Mr.
Heaford have been able to join again in the Society’s propa-
ganda, particularly at Birmingham, where frequent Sunday
lectures have taken place at the hall in which this Con-
ference is meeting. But the most surprising thing of all
is the coming-on disposition which Christians have shown in
the matter of public debate. Mr. Cohen held a debate in
North London with the Rev. C. Gunn, and your President
held another at Caxton Hall, Westminster, with the Rev. J.
Warschauer. These debates attracted large audiences, and
a good number of Christians must have heard the Free-
thought position expounded for the first time. This, indeed,
is the trouble with our opponents. They are once more
finding that debates are of doubtful value, and not the most
effective means of eliciting the truth ; in other words, that
they are an injury rather than an advantage to the Christian
side. No doubt this explains, to some extent, the exhibition
of orthodox temper which Dr. Warschauer has made,
and is still making, in connection with the late encounter
at Caxton Hall.

The importance of the Warschauer-Foote debate from one
point of view may be seen from the fact that the Christian
Commonwealth reported it at considerable length after
special pre-announcement. As there is no love lost between
Dr. Warschauer and the conductors of that journal, it was
not a personal interest that prompted the editor’'s action.
He was simply after paying copy—Ilikely to increase the
circulation of his paper.

It is regrettable that public debates between leading Free-
thinkers and more or less leading Christians cannot be held
frequently. The Freethought side would hail them with
delight. But as it is otherwise with the Christians, who
find that faith loses rather than gains by overy appeal to
reason, it would be too sanguine to expect more debates in
the early future. There is no sign of Dr. Warschauer’s
accepting the offer of a Socratic debate that was made to
him. His love of questions and answers does not carry him
to that extent.

New Branches of the National Secular Society have been
established at Rhondda, Maesteg, Alfreton, and Edmonton.
The great difficulty in maintaining new Branches, and even
some old ones, in a state of efficiency, is the paucity of
lecturers who could keep on tour, and deliver lectures almost
nightly, at a minimum cost of travelling, etc. It may be
possible—perhaps by the aid of the Secular Society, Ltd.—
to find and support one or two such lecturers in the future.
Certainly it would be an immense advantage to the move-
ment if this could bo done.

In London, of course, where so many lecturers reside,
where travelling expenses are light, and where open-air
lectures can be delivered on Sunday, that part of tho
Society’'s work is adequately carried out. Lectures are
delivered at a considerable number of these stations overy
Sunday. The London County Council grants permits to
make collections and sell literature in open spaces under its
control, and it has been found advisable to arrange for these
permits through the General Secretary at headquarters.
The County Council requires, in return, an account of
income and expenditure. Hence the new item in the
present Balance-sheet. It should be added that, during the
summer season, a large number of people are addressed by
by the lecturers at various stations, and the Freethought
seed thus scattered must spring up into somo harvest for the
movement.

The Sunday lecturos at Queen’s Hall do not technically
fall under the heading of your Society’s work, but they are
conducted to a large extent by your machinery, and aro
largely delivered by your Society’s lecturers. The audiences
during the past winter have been on the whole good, and
sometimes excellent. It is pleasant to note that Mrs.
Bradlaugh Bonner occupied the platform one Sunday
evening. It is to be hoped she will also figuro in tho next
winter’s program. Good audiences assembled also at the
Stratford Town Hall (likewise under the auspicos of the
Secular Society, Ltd.) at Mr. Cohen’s and Mr. Lloyd’s
lectures. At the concluding lecture by your President the
hall was crowded.

It is an agreeable thing to rocord, in passing, that tho
West Ham Borough Council, which, at the instigation of
bitter and unscruplous bigots, excluded the Freethinker
years ago from the reading-room tables in the Public Free
Libraries, has restored the paper to a level of equality with
other publications. It now lies openly on the tables, instead
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of being kept behind a screen. Visitors have not to make
themselves conspicuous by asking for it, and it will therefore
be more extensively read. This happy issue of a long
struggle may no doubt be largely credited to the success of
the Freethought gatherings which have been held every
year in the Stratford Town Hall.

In the provinces there have been large audiences in places
like Glasgow, Liverpool, Manchester, and Birmingham.
Things go smoothly and evenly at Glasgow, where the
Sunday meetings are always bright, often large, and some-
times crowded. Liverpool has had a similar history during
the past twelve months. Your President has had his usual
big audiences at Manchester, and the Branch reportsimproved
audiences in the case of other lecturers. Birmingham has
waged a gallant fight against active bigotry, with no mean
success. This Conference would have taken place in the
Town Hall, as on previous occasions, but it was refused for
the purpose. Fortunately the present handsome and com-
modious hall was available. Christian bigotry thus perceives
that Freethought is not easily suppressed in Birmingham.
It has a courage and a tenacity which are worthy of the
older and better traditions of the city. And it has been
happy in having the strong financial support of the Secular
Society, Ltd., without which its energy and valor might
have been exerted in vain.

Your Executive has subscribed the usual £5 to the funds
of the International Freethought Federation. Under the
auspices of that Federation an International Freethought
Congress was held last autumn at Brussels. Your Society
was represented by Messrs. Cohen, Lloyd, Heaford, and
Roger—the President being unable to attend. Interesting
reports of their experiences appeared in the Freethinker.
The chief topic of discussion at the Congress was the martyr-
dom of Francisco Ferrer and the steps that should be taken to
vindicate his character and perpetuate his memory. It is not
very clear that these International Congresses are of much
practical advantage to Freethought, but they advertise the
cause, they bring its representatives in various countries
together, they stimulate tho spirit of fraternity, and they
show that Freethought is as world-wide as the superstition
to which it is opposed.

Another subscription of your Executive's was £i> to the
funds of the Secular Education League. The League does
good work in circulating carefully prepared literature. Some
of its leaflets are really admirable. Branches of the Nations
Secular Society might usofully distribute some of these
things. Public meetings are of little benefit at present, f°r
tho cause of Secular Education is not just now at the
front, nor does it seem likely to reach that position in th®

immediate futuro. The Liberal Government will avd
bringing in another Education Bill as long as possible. They
have had a bitter experience of three already. But when

the matter of Education takes its turn the Secular Educa-
tion League will be as active on the platform as it is ID
the press. At the annual meeting Lord Weardalo tO'
signed the presidency on account of advancing ao°’
the vacancy, however, was filled by tho election °
Mr. Halley Stewart, a veteran Radical, with wh°
the principle of religious liberty and equality is a passive-
Mr. Stewart’s first year of office was signalised by a powortu
article on “ The Policy of Secular Education ” in the Ap*
number of the Nineteenth Century—And After. It 9
first time that such a defence of Secular Education ha
appeared in aleading magazine; neither timid nor apologe"
but firmly occupying its position, and boldly replying to “
attacks of the enemy. The League has obtained pormissl
to reprint the article in pamphlet form three months a
publication. It should be mentioned that two members
your Society's Executive are also members of tho Execut”
Committee of the Secular Education League. They do
represent the N.S.S. as delegates, but their presence >
moral guarantee that the special view of the N.S.S. t1
can bo called special) will not be overlooked. . a0
Several members of your Executive happen to sit up
tho Executive of the newly formed Rationalist I'eaco ®ocj’bg0
They are not delegates either, but simply persons w g
co-operation was thought worth having. Tho object ot
Society is to enable Freethinkers to work for Peace wi
being entangled, compromised, and annoyed by the o
sivo Christianity of tho other Peace Societies. Mr-]*Vrgt
Robertson, M.P., is tho Rationalist Peace Societys t~
President, while Mrs. Bradlaugh Bonner is “ chairman
the Executive Committee. Mr. Foote, Mr. Heafora, "
Miss Rough are members of the Committee. An admj be
manifesto has been draftod and printed, and
judiciously circulated by Freethinkers all over the & ,aaei
Social events worth referring to are the successful abd
Dinner at the Holborn Restaurant early in January,™ ?

N

several less ambitious gatherings that have welcl
Anderton’s Hotel. These cnjoyablo functions help jjjo
the party together socially. They are organised ag

Executive because for all such purposes London co
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Individual Branches could not possibly under-
A collective effort can only be made by a

one place.
take the work.
collective agency.
This is perhaps the place where a personal matter may be
Mentioned. Readers of the Freethinker will remember the
case of Mr. Frederic Walsh, the Freethinker who bears his
peculiarly sad fate with so much fortitude, and even cheer-
fulness, in a public institution in the Midlands. The Execu-
'v® has made Mr. Walsh an honorary member of the
National Secular Society.
At this point, also, the death of two Vice-Presidents may
e mentioned. Mrs. Fathers, wife of the President of the
irrningham Branch, was highly respected by the members,
aud is much missed by all of them. Mr. Frederic Smallman
jyas one of the oldest members of the Society. He was a
* eral subscriber to its funds, both regular and special,
ircumstances did not allow of his taking a share in the
active work of the movement; but, considering the influ-
ence of his intellect and character, his private advocacy of
ecularism must have been extremely valuable. The Free-
onght movement never had a more loyal supporter. It is
ot suprising that he remembered it handsomely in his will
ome months ago he advised your President that he had left
s Secular Society, Ltd., a bequest of .£500.
k  .ether of the Society’s Vice-Presidents nearly lost, but
appiiy nof gni(e a0) ,jnring the past year is the lady who
°ts as Secretary to the Central Executive. All who are
ere this morning deeply regret that she is unable to be
Present. Miss Vance's loss of eyesight has been followed
y heart trouble, and her recent attack of that malady
~reatened a fatal termination. She is on the road to
j, @Yery now, however, and will doubtless be able to resume
u r unties before very long. She is fretting because she
aj,s “een laid aside for this Conference, and fancying that
atosorJ:8 °f things will go wrong. But she has better friends
find her than she seems to realise. Moreover her absence
nit' 88 aD nPPnrtnnity for suggesting that a tangible recog-
ion might now be made of her long and faithful service to
a* Inov?ment. On this point your President will submit
~solution to the Conference.
be Qr?’n§ *° the Society’s ordinary business again, it has to
to Sa .that a sub-committee of the Executive was appointed
AIrC j S*er anc”rePort on Motions 12 aud 14 on last year’s
com’ ' delating to Lectureships and Cremation. The sub-
the p¥* 00" however, has not yet presented its report, so that
You peca™vo has nothing to present to the Conference,
to h *res*cnti who was (it will be remembered) not able
Whi r Prcsef*t at the sitting of last year's Conference at
Suru =t'10B0 two Motions were carried, would bo far from
~ore 'earn that the sub-committee found the matters
exer m ®Yu* an(t thorny than they expected. Ho may
QOksi8180 Ms.r'8ht to say something about them in the dis-
YO0°u Rising on the Report he is now reading.
hea(jUrj Xecutive sent a message to President Braga, the
~Meth’ L*10 h°rtugueso Republic, who is a distinguished
uudOin:nkOr’ w*th Freethonght colleagues, and engaged in
m08 ° 'iko m*8°hief wrought by the Catholic Monarchy. A
it On 8®Was also sent to tho Spanish Cortes congratulating
be r d'seussing tho Ferrer case and hoping it would
unfOr°’Pened for the vindication of that hero’s momory.
st (\Wgagely. the_reopening was not secured, but gkeat,
COrtoa as Oono by the speeches of the Anti-Clericals in tho
pathy 1 “.~e Executive has postponed a mossago of sym-
ia tbO 0 ‘ae ~tost Freethought martyr in Russian Poland,
dir«,* , oxPOctation that a message would bo sent to him
from this Conference.
before QUs'>mary to look round tho outside world a little
Hot6] ° os'ng this Report. Turning to America it is to bo
27t 0 t M. Ellis still upholds his monthly Secular
"bought T.or°Bto, although thero seems to bo no Free-
gallanti Or8an*lation remaining thoro. Mr. George Macdonald
good jY Maintains tho Truthseeker at Now York, whore a
organjsa °f sporadic Freothought work goos on. Tho latost
aPparent]10n 111610 is tho Free Spoech League, which
bh. E. u.-j.owes much to tho worthy son of a veteran sire—
VeWof tu 00to’ Hr. Foote is obliged to take a pessimistic
~bat v*i° lutur0 of free discussion in the United States.
and thoV* tke ~°'n8s °f creatures like Anthony Comstock,
the usum Office censorship of mailed publications, and
Peril exce tm°rH°' ~0 police, freedom of speech is in deadly
hceuse ; b In tho field of jparty politics, where tho utmost
y°tes anj Perr?*ttod. Questions that have no relation to
<?ianguaf> e?'lons aro increasingly difficult to discuss except
s to hn°i® Yutilo obscurity. In this condition of things
Naise a that tho Free Speech League will bo able
at Chicapr.n??” a8*tation in favor of open debate. Away
cfliver p Mr. Mangasarian and Mr. H. Percy Ward
btOethou,ij b°u8ht lectures on Sunday. Small local
i,Qnon ®  societies exist in many American cities, but a
N bt inrK ation is lacking. There is much Free-
~hfnals. ~nth American cities, with several Freethought
Preethonght is gaining ground in South
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Africa. Two propagandist organisations have lately
been started there. Freethought is spreading rapidly
amongst educated Hindus, and offers a formidable barrier
to the success of Christian missions. Educated Chinamen
are naturally sceptical. They are imbued with the secular
philosophy of Confucius. And the wonderful work of the
Chinese Government in suppressing the opium traffic, which
the (British) Government of India strives to uphold, shows
the absurdity of Christian boasts of superior morality in
that part of the world. According to the latest reports,
Freethought continues its conquest of Japan. In New Zea-
land it is matter for congratulation to find Mr. W. W. Collins
still lecturing at Christchurch to large audiences, and still
carrying on his monthly Examiner. A pleasant fact, not too
trivial, perhaps, to be recorded, was the sending from Christ-
church, through Mr. Collins, of a beautiful New Zealand
travelling rug to your President after his last year’s illness.
A charming letter accompanied the gift, signed by thirty-
eight Secularists, all of them readers of the Freethinker;
a paper, by the way, which circulates throughout the civilised
world, and whose circulation steadily, if slowly, increases—
in spite of the amazingly well-sustained conspiracy of
silence against it. What the Freethought cause has now to
fear is not so much active persecution as a silent boycott.
People are told that the Freethought cause does not exist
now, that it died with the late Charles Bradlaugh, that its
lecturers and audiences have all disappeared, that it is no
longer to be found in the land of the living. It is for the
National Secular Society to explode this calculated and
characteristic lie by the energy and enthusiasm of its propa-
ganda. It is impossible to hide the truth altogether, even
by the most cunning tactics of the Great Lying Church.
The Freethought movement cannot be lied ont of existence.
If it could be the Christians would be quite equal to the per-
formance. But the most expert liars in the world cannot
achieve the impossible. And it may confidently be predicted
that tho Freethought cause in general, and the National
Secular Society in particular, will not succumb to difficulties
which it has successfully defied for fifty years; and that
another fifty years will make a vast difference in the respec-
tive armies of Faith and Reason. The drift from the
Churches has more than begun. They are losing members,
losing brains, and losing respect. Nothing will be left them
in time but the incurably feeble-minded. And all their
wealth will not Help them then. Humanity will leave them
behind, and press forward to fresh triumphs of intellect and
new developments of character; and the false Fatherhood
of God will givo place to the true Brotherhood of Man.

Correspondence.

— » —

NEBULAR HYPOTHESIS.
TO TIIK EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER

Sir,—With all due respect to Mr. Mann’s scholarship. |
beg to differ from him on tho ground of priority for tho
claims of the Nebular Hypothesis. He says that—

“ Buffon, the great naturalist, was the first in the field,
and his ideas upon the subject, contained in his Theory of the
Earth, were founded upon the calculations of Newton. Like
Galileo ho was forced to recant his views. Five or six years
later came Kant's General Natural History and Theory of the
Heavens; or, A Research in the Construction and Mathematical
Origin of the Entire Universe on Newtonian Principles, in
which the Nebular Hypothesis was first propounded. Three
years later still, in 1796, Laplace published his Exposition
of the System of the Universe, and later, his Celestial Mechanics.
In these famous works ho lays down the ‘ Nebular Hypo-
thesis ' of the origin of the heavenly bodies, a process which
accords so well with the known facts and calculations of
astronomy that it is held, with some modifications, by all
astronomers to-day.” (Bee Freethinker, p. 347.)

This statoment is true enough as far as it goes, but he appa-
rently forgets tho statement made by Thomas Paine in tho
first part of his Age of Reason, first published towards the
end of January, 1794. He says;—

* The probability is that each of these fixed stars is also a
sun, round which another system of worlds or planets, though
too remote for us to discover, performs its revolutions, as our
system of worlds does round our central sun.” (See Age of
Reason, p. 41, published by the Secular Society in 1901.)

James Ferguson, the herd laddie, tho Banffshire astro-
nomer, and under whom Thomas Paine received lectures on
astronomy, also propounded tho Nebular Hypothesis on or
about tho same time as Thomas Paine did. This is another
instance whero Thomas Paine anticipated the conclusions
even of scientists in their special work. Thomas Paine and
James Ferguson were the discoverers of the Nebular Hypo-

thesis, anticipating both Kant and Laplace.
W. P. Adamson
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday,
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.

OUTDOOB.

Bethnal Green Branch N.S. B. (Victoria Park, near the
Fountain): 3.15 and 6.15, F. A. Davies, Lectures.

Camberwell Branch N. 8.S. (Brockwell Park) : 3.15 and 6,
C. Cohen, Lectures.

Finsbury Park : 11.30, Miss K. B. Kough, a Lecture.

Kingsland Branch N. S. S. (Ridley-road) : 11.30, F. A. Davies,
“ The King and the Bible.”

North London Branch N. S. S. (Parliament Hill) : 3.30, Miss
K. B. Kough, a Lecture.

W est Ham Branch N.S.S. (outside Maryland Point Station,
Stratford): 7, J. Rowney, “ How and Why Christianity Con-
quered.”

W ood Green Branch N.S.S. (Jolly Butchers Hill, opposite
Public Library): 7, E. Burke, “ Reason and Superstition.”

COUNTRY.
QOutdoor.

B lackburn Branch N. S.S. (Market Square): Joseph A. E.
Bates, 2.45, “ Some Ethical and Economic Objections to the
Salvation Army”; 7, “ Kingcraft—Past and Present” (with
some reference to the forthcoming Coronation of George V).
Monday, June 12, at 7.30, "The Tragedy of the Cross.”

Chorley (Market Square) : Joseph A. E. Bates—Wednesday,
June 14, Phantoms of the Clouds”; Thursday, “ The Great
Enigma.” At 7.30.

L aindon, E ssex (opposite Luff's Hairdressing Saloon) : Satur-
day, June 10, at 7, R. H. Rosetti, “ The Soul.”

Leigh, near Bolton (Leigh Market): 3 and 7, Joseph
M’Clellan. Lectures.

FLOWERS °F FREETHOOGHT

By G. W. FOOTE.

Contains scores of entertaining and informing Essays and
Articles on a great variety of Freethought topics.

First Series, cloth o o - m  2s. 6d.
Second Series cloth m e - - 2 b. 6d.

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, FarringdoD-stroet, E.C.
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BUSINESS CARDS.

Short advertisements are inserted under this heading at the rate

of 2s. per half inch and 3s. 6d. per inch. No advertisement

under this heading can be less than 2s. or extend beyond one
inch. Special terms for several continuous insertions.

PROPAGANDIST LEAFLETS. New Issue. 1. Hunting
Skunks, G. W. Foote ; 2. Bible and Teetotalism, J. M. Wheeler;
3. Principles of Secularism, C. Watts; 4. Where Are Your
Hospitals? R. Ingersoll. 5. Because the Bible Tells Me
So, W. P. Ball. Often the means of arresting attention
and making new members. Price 6d. per hundred, post
free 7d. Special rates for larger quantities. Samples on
receipt of stamped addressed envelope.—N. S. S. Secretary,
2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

THE
MARTYRDOM OF HYPATIA.
An Address delivered at Chicago by
M. M. MANGASARIAN.

Will be forwarded, post free, for

THREE HALFPENCE.

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

Ralph Cricklewood,

A Twentieth Cenlury Critical and Rational
Exposé of Cnristian Mythology.

(In the Form of a Novel.)

By STEPHEN FITZ-STEPHEN.
A Well-Wisher of the Human Family.

388 pages, cloth. Price 3s. 6d.

Post Free.

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, B-G-

SOCIETY

(LIMITED)

Company Limited by Guarantee.

liegistered Office—2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON. E.C.

Chairman of Board of Directors—Mr. G. W. FOOTE.

Secretary— Miss E. M. VANCE.

This Society was ormed in 1898 to afford legal security to the
acquisition and application of funds for Secular purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society’s
Objects are :—To promote the principle that human conduct
should be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super-
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper
end of all thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry.
To promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com-
plete secnlarisation of the State, etc., eto. And to do all Bnch
lawful things as are conducive to such objects. Also to have,
hold, receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised,
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of
the purposes of the Society.

The liability of members is limited to £1, in case the Society
Bhould ever be wound np and the assets were insufficient to cover
liabilities—a most unlikely contingency.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent
yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Society has a considerable number of members, but amuch
larger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be
gained amongst those who read this announcement. All who join
it participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of
its resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa-
tion that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from
the Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in
any way whatever.

The Society’s affairs are managed by an elected Board of
Directors, consisting of not less than five and not more than
twelve members, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) each year,

but are capable of re-election. An Annual General Meeting ~
members must be held in London, to receive the Report,
new Directors, and transact any other business that may btl ‘()
Being a duly registered body, the Secular Society, Dub
can receive donations and bequests with absolute sec ake
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to ” ejr
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favor *n jou.
wills.  On this point there need not be the slightest apprebe alB
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. Tho exe 0j
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary co ~ jn
administration. No objection of any kind has beon ra' jjB
connection with any of the wills by which the oocie y

already been benefited. \%
The” Society’s solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battcoc >

Rood-lane, Fenchurch-street, London, E.C.

A Form of Bequest—The following is a sufficient
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators:—“ 1 61 ___ —
“ bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited, the sum °
“ free from Legacy Duty, and | direct that a receipt wfc retary
“ two members of tho Board of the said Society and the the
“ thereof shall be a good discharge to my Executor
<said Legacy.” their ™ 1
Friends of the Society who have remembered it etary °\
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the QN1
the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairma > &3n>
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential. This isno «iajd,
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or t:,,,Ouy-
their contents have to be established by competent

PA]
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national secular society.

President: G. W. FOOTE.
Secretary: Miss E M. Vancb, 2 Newcaatla-st., London, E.C.

Principles and Objects.
Secularism teaches that conduct should be based on reason
and knowledge. It knows nothing of divine guidance or
interference ; it excludes supernatural hopes and fears; it
regards happiness as man’'s proper aim, and utility as his
moral guide.

Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible through
Liberty, which is at once a right and a duty ; and therefore
seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest equal freedom of
thought, action, and speech.

Secularism declares that theology is condemned by reason
aa superstitious, and by experience as mischievous, and
assails it as the historic enemy of Progress.

Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition; to
spread education ; to disestablish religion; to rationalise
morality ; to promote peace ; to dignify labor; to extend
material well-being; and to realise the self-government of
the people.

Membcrshio.
Any person is eligible as a member
following declaration :—
"1 desire to join the National Secular Society, and |
pledge myseif, if admitted as a momber, to co-oporate in
promoting its objects.”

on signing the

Occupation
Dated this................ day of .o 190........

This Declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary
WIth a subscription.

sS—Beyond a minimum of Two Shillings per year, every

member is left to fix his own subscription according to

his moans and interest in the cause.

Immediate Practical Objects.

I ho Legitimation of Bequosts to Secular or othor Free-
»ought Societies, for tho maintenance and propagation of
eterodox opinions on matters of religion, on the samo
ouaitions as apply to Christian or Theistic churches or
organisations.
t> f.ho Abolition of the Blasphemy Laws, in order that

may bo canvassed as freely as othor subjects, with-
foar of fine or imprisonment.
n] e Disestablishment and Disondowment of tho Stato
urches in England, Scotland, and Wales.
ju ,10 Abolition of all Religious Teaching and Bible Reading

] ohools, or othor educational establishments supported
Restate.
chili® ~Pon’'ng of all endowed educational institutions to the
Th nand y°uth  aHola0808 alike,
of “» Abrogation of all laws interfering with tho freo use
Sunl ay fo5 *k° purpose of culture and rocrcation ; and the
and \\ °P°ninK of Stato and Municipal Museums, Libraries,
~ -art Galleries.

QgUai . °»m of tho Marriage Laws, especially to secure
ami e lhsfice for husband and wifo, and a reasonable liborty

Th ty °f divorco’
fhat °iip 'V?I/almation of the legal status of mon and women, so

Tl j/lghts may bo independent of sexual distinctions,
fron/tl  °tection ohUdren from all forms of violence, and
Pro»., Srood of those who would make a profit out of their
Mpafure labgr. , o o
fostd Volition Of au hereditary distinctions and privileges,
kmthorko d antagonistic to justice and human

Hitlons ~?1)r?vem®nt by ail just and wise moans of the con
in tow °' daily lifO for the masses of the people, especially
dWellinnS and citics>whero insanitary and incommodious
Woakne™8' and *ho want of opon spaces, cause physical
The pSand d‘seaso, and the deterioration of family life,
itself fO; r tiOD °* r*sht and duty of Labor to organise
claim to I 8 moraf and economical advancement, and of its
The S, vV. Lirptoction in such combinations,
moef jn “stitution of tho idea of Reform for that of Punish-
i°’nger bo i “rea’mont of criminals, so that gaols may no
but piace Peaces of brutalisation, or ovon of mere deten ion,
tko3o wfi8 °* Physical, intellectual, and moral olevation for
An ar? a®icted with anti-social tendencies,
them humOtJSI°n °* ~ o moral law to animals, so as to secure
The pr ane *r°atm-int and legal protection against cruelty.
Nation of ;mQiron °f Peace between nations, and the substi-
for War in the settlement of inter-
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FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, 1873.
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G. E. MACDONALD ..o E ditob.
L. K. WASHBURN Contributor.

Subscription R ates.

Single subscription in advance $3.00
Two new subscribers 5.00
One subscription two years in advance 5.00

To all foreign countries, except Mexico, 50 cents per annum extra

Subscriptions for any length of time under a year, at the rate of
25 cents per month, may be begun at any time.
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which are free,

THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY,
Publishers, Dealers in Freethought Books,
62 Vesex Street, New York, U.S.A.

A NEW (THE THIRD) EDITION

OF

FROM FICTION TO FACT.
By F. BONCE.

{Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)

REVISED AND ENLARGED.
SHOULD BE SCATTERED BROADCAST.

SIXTY-FOUR PAGES.

PRICE ONE PENNY,

Tue Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

PAMPHLETS by C. COHEN.

Foreign Missions, their Dangers and

Delusions e o o= 3d.
Full of facts and figures.
An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics 6d.
Principles of ethics, baaed on the doctrine of Evolution.
Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity.. Id.
Christianity and Social Ethios Id.
Pain and Providence — — Id.

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-stroet, Farringdon street, E.C.

DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH

BY

G W, FOOTE.

Being a Three Hours' Address to the Jury before the Lord
Chief Justice of England, in answer to an Indictmont
or Blasphemy, on April 21, 1883.

With Special Preface and many Footnotes

Price FOURPENCE. Postfree FIYEPENCE.

The Pio'eeb Tress, 2 Newcastle-streot, Farringdon-street, E.C.
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A LIBERAL OFFER—NOTHING LIKE IT.

Greatest Popular Family Reference Book and Sexology—Almost Given Away. A Million sold
at 3 and 4 dollars—Now Try it Yourself.

Insure”~Your Life—You Die to Win; Buy this Book, You Learn to Live.

Tfie'BeST Ignorance kills—knowledge saves—be wise in time. Men weaken, sicken, die—not
) knowing how to live. “ Habits that enslave " wreck thousands—young and old
Fathers fail, mothers are “ bed-ridden,” babies die. Family feuds, marital miseries,

divorces—even murders—All can be avoided by self-knowledge, self-control.

You can discount heaven—dodge hell—here and now, by reading and applying the
wisdom of this one book of 1,200 pages, 400 illustrations, 80 lithographs on 18 anatomical
color plates, and over 250 prescriptions.

OF COURSE YOU WANT TO KNOW WHAT EVERYONE OUGHT TO KNOW.

T he Y oung—How to choose the best to marry.

T he H akbied—Hew to be happy in marriage.

T he Fond Pabent—How to have prize babies.

T he Motheb—How to have them without pain.

T he Childless—How to be fruitful and multiply.

T he Cubious—How they “ growed ” from germ-cell.
T he Healiny—How to enjoy life and keep well.

T he Invalid— How to brace up and keep well.

Whatever you'd ask a doctor you find herein, or (if not, Z)r. F. will answer your inquiry foee, any time)

Dr. Foote's books have been the popular instructors of the masses in America for fifty years (often re-written, enlarged,
and always kept up-to-date). For twenty years they have sold largely (from London) to all countries where English is
spoken, and everywhere highly praised. Last editions are best, largest, and most for the price. You may save the price
by not buying, and you may lose your life (or your wife or child) by not knowing some of the vitally important truths it tells.

Most Grateful Testimonials From Everywhere.

Panderma, Turkey: “ 1 can avow frankly there is rarely to be
found such an interesting book as yours.” —K. H. (Chemist).
Calgary, Can.: “ The information therein has changed my whole

Gudivoda, India : “ It is a store of medical knowledge in plainest
language, and every reader of English would be benefited

by it."—W. L. N.

Triplicane, India: “ | have gone through the book many times, idea of life—to be nobler and happier.”—D. N. M.
and not only benefited myself but many friends also.”— Laverton, W. Aust.: “ | consider it worth ten times the price.
G.W.T. I have benefited much by it.”—R. M.

Somewhat Abridged Editions (800 pp. each) can be had in German, Swedish, Finnish, or Spanish.

Price EIGHT SHILLINGS by Mail to any Address.

ORDER OF THE PIONEER PRESS,

2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.C.

THE POPULAR EDITION
[Revised and Enlarged)

OF

BIBLE ROMANCES”

BY

G. W. FOOTE.
With a Portrait of the Author

Reynoldt'e Newspaper says:— IIMr. G W. Foote, chairman of tho Secular Society, is well nown as a man of

exceptional ability. His Bible Romances have had a largo salo in the original edition. A popular, revised, and
enlarged edition, at the price of 6d., has now beon publishod by tho Pionoor Press, 2 Nowcastle-Btreot, Farringdon-
street, London, for tho Secular Society. Thus, within tho reach of almost everyone, tho ripest thought of tho leaders

of modern opinion is being placed from day to day."

144 Large Double-Column Pages, Good Print, Good Paper

SIXPENCE —NET
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