THE

Freethinker

Edited by G.

Vol. XXXI.—No. 16

It is a small thing, too, in appearance, that ice should
ve a few more thoughts in our heads, a new feeling at
I hearts; and yet is just that which slowly leads us
urt We hope to win.—Maurice MAETERLINCK.

The Jerusalem Ghost.

Hosts are rarely seen nowadays. Just as they
, s0d to flee before “ the bird of dawn,” so they flee
Gfore the rising son of science, and vanish alto-
gether when it ascends the heaven of troth. The

eli f8 an™ mos” people are beginning to see it, that
h °. ,,are merely “ phantoms of the heat-oppressed

They are products of faith. It is with
dn° .88 miracles. Seeing them does not pro-
jii  belief in them, it is believing in them that
sin i P80Pe 866 them. Superstitions persons occa-

nally behold one. A sceptic never does,
hiof & ~ave been a great variety of ghosts in
thr °ry’ Gock Lane ghost is remembered
too°a?T 00nne°l'lori with Dr. Johnson, and many
Pat6 f W6 “ ~Neir and ceased to be,” giving

oredPf0 “yes™ wonc<iers for the gaping mouth of
hold But the famous Jerusalem ghost still

field. It waits for Freethought to lay it

Th' tmaSio w°rds of common sense.
j#1B8"~salem ghost is supposed to have begun
eiRht”6r*0U8 oareer ei%hteen hundred and seventy-
g® years ago this Sunday morning. Curiously
. ~ was the Bon of a ghost, or at least they say

Itliv a * erefore itbelongs to a ghostly family. While
°&  *In the flesh it inhabited the body of a Jewish

of ~ named Joshua or Joshua, the Greek form
~hen IVT *8 *08U3- What became of the corpse
$he ghost had done with it God only knows,
~ark rFe Bome groggy pamphleteers, called Matthew,
of 'Teuke, and John, who pretend to give an acoount
aQ e business; but they are so terribly confused
give Jr~otrodiotory that no sensible person can
of a , en* any credence. At one minute they write
hofeg °BBPQre and simple, that crept through key-
aoothean moaine and went like a sunbeam. At
frien™ FIninnte they write of a man who invited his
~nner t0 “eel ~is mnscle, and joined them at a flsh
islﬂ‘g ourious thing about this Jerusalem ghost
appear a8JI"ionBne8B. It was not a ghost that
°alghte v everyhody and anybody. No one over
irien™g a ™ ItnP8o of it except a few male and female
B e st to” ethers, and they told others, and
of Ory spread. But we have not a single sorap
~tnesspG8 a sinBle one of the original eye-
h°dy s All we possess amounts to this—some-
tie ghost 80® ekody who knew somebody that saw
ieahua's a ~ ® Persons who were mixed up with
lonian ¢ 6a™ never got wind of the affair. The
ald the s\WFnor w*io sentenced him to execution,
j8ooranCe 0 <ler8 who carried out the order, died in
i°rtoancea. yoang fellow’'s posthumous per-
i Ppened 'i w“ile the Jews amongst whom they
flea8hed at -PuShed at the story then, and have
d Whe” f\Ver 8nc0, True, the laugh was sar-
Vio™Oed ,5, phey were fined, imprisoned, hung,
they v a burnt, for their obstinate inoredulity.
rhhle unaave+ always kept a stiff upper-lip and a
1]65i °r ey08 as t0 the pretensions of that
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Jerusalem ghost. They still assert that it was
simply a Cock Lane affair that never got properly
investigated, and that it was only extensively cre-
dited far away from the spot or long after, when
investigation was impossible.

One peculiarity of this Jerusalem ghost is that if
you do not believe in it you will be damned. Such a
terrible threat is a great hindrance to inquiry. No
wonder, therefore, that most people thought bslief
was the right side, and settled the matter by saying
Amen. Yet there were always a few sceptics who
sniffed at the yarn. They had a very bad time of
it, although one would think that disbelief in one
of the many ghosts that have flitted about in the
world was no very heinous crime. They were treated
worse than dogs; nay, they were treated like devils.
But they were the toughest of their race. They
persisted in their scepticism, their numbers grew,
and now they are a mighty host that all the popes
and priests in the world are unable to suppress.

At this stage, when sceptios oan breathe a little
and look about them, it does seem an impolite way
of addressing a gentleman to say, “ Believe or be
damned.” The proper answer to such rudeness is,
“ Be damned yourself,” and that is what the sceptios
are beginning to retort on ths ghost’s friends. As a
matter of fact, too, those gentry begin to see that
they must modify their impudence. They say less
about punishment, and more about reward. They
withhold the menace, and offer a bribe. They put
the stick behind their backs, and offer the sceptics an
ounce of lollipops.

Another peculiarity of the Jerusalem ghost, and
this the supreme one, is that it was no less than God
Almighty himself, or at least a third part of that
being, if infinity oan be divided by three. The Deity
who is supposed to rule, after having created, this
illimitable universe, not only walked about like a
man, worked at a oarpenter's bench, ate, drank,
attended to the meanest necessities of nature, was
reviled, buffeted, spat upon, and finally executed as
a malefactor, but actually flitted about like a hedge-
row ghost for forty days afterwards, and finally
ascended to heaven, whore he cannot have arrived
yet, even if he has been travelling all the time with
the rapidity of light, which is not far off 200,000
miles per second. Surely such a monstrous story
should be attested by overwhelming evidence, especi-
ally if our salvation or perdition is to depend on
whether we aocept or rejeot it. But instead of this
we have such evidence as would not suffice to render
a village ghost-story plausible. If this Jeshua was
indeed the Son of God, and wished to assure us of
hiB Resurrection and Ascension, why did he not
publicly appear to Pontius Pilate and the Sanhedrim?
Why did he not give ocular and incontestible proof
of his having burst the bonds of death ? Why did he
not invite the whole of Jerusalem, aye, and repre-
sentatives of every foreign nation, to witness his
flight to paradise ?

Twenty such Whys might bo asked, each as per-
tinent and each as difficult to answer. The civilised
world is getting sick of this Jerusalem ghost story.
A mighty roar of laughter is shaking the realms of
superstition, fluttering all the ghosts, warning them

to melt into thin air, and, “ like the baseless fabrio
of a vision faded, leave not a wrack behind.”
G. W. Foote.
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God and Causation.

In the two preceding articles “ On Canse and Effect ”
I confined myself to a description of the true nature
of causation, with only incidental references to such
theories as are based upon misunderstandings of the
process. Bat, so far as Theism and Atheism are con-
cerned, at any rate, the value of the elucidation, as
Captain Cattle would say, lies in the application
thereof. If it be granted that cause and effect,
instead of being a succession of phenomena, are
really two aspects of the same thing, all the argu-
ments by which Theists have imagined they could
reach God by tracing causation to it3 fountain head,
or through the transference of divine energy from

one object to another, goes by the board. The argu-
ments are worthless because their groundwork
is fallacious. In the present article | purpose

considering the value of causation as an aid to
Theism.

Great stress is laid by Theists upon what they are
pleased to call the mind’s innate craving for causality.
In reality there is no innate craving for anything of
the kind. One of the greatest delusions—born of
theory-spinning instead of seeking information from
facts—is that whioh pictures the primitive mind as
curious, inquiring, and eternally seeking the “ why”
of phenomena. As a matter of fact the savage has
little curiosity, and seldom troubles about the cause
of things. Events are accepted as they oocur, and it
is only an exceptional stress that drives him into
inquiry. And without going so far afield as savage
life, one can trace the growth of the questioning
habit in children, and observe how, with the mass of
adults, things that repeat normal experience are
taken for granted without question. The philosophic
or scientific mind naturally seeks for causes of phe-
nomena ; but it will hardly be denied that the mass
of people are neither scientific nor philosophic in
any marked degree. The craving after a reason for
things is the result of education—a course of instruc-
tion that commences with our earliest years, true, but
still a product of education.

Now there are several reasons why the use of the
faot of causation is quite invalid when used as a
proof of the existence of God. In the first place, if
cause and effect are not successive but simultaneous,
“ cause ” being the name for the related powers of
the factors, and “ effect” a name for their power
in co-operation, to talk of working back along the
series of causes until we come to God is meaningless.
Even though we could perform this retrogressive
feat, we could not reach a God distinct from the uni-
verse. Ultimately we should be dealing with the
guestion of how something already existing trans-
formed itself into the universe. A form of Pantheism
might be reached by this method—granting the pos-
sibility of practising it—but not Theism.

But here a fresh difficulty presents itself. A
cause, as | have pointed out, must consist of a
combination of at least two faotors or forces. This
is absolutely indispensable. But assuming that we
have got baok to a point prior to the existence of the
universe, we have, on the Theistic theory, not two
factors in existence, only one. The essential con-
dition for an act of causation is lacking A single
faotor could only repeat itself. By this method,
then, if one were to grant to the Theist the use he
makes of it, he might reach his God. But having
reaohed him, there he would remain. God would
exist, but nothing else.

The same difficulty will be realised by another
road. Philosophers of certain schools divide exist-
ence into two—the world of appearances (phenomena)
and the world of reality or substance (noumena).
We know phenomena and their laws, they say, but
no more. We do not know substance in itself; and
the Theist adds that the phenomenal is the mani-
festation of this unknown and partly unknowable
reality—God. Farther, we are cautioned against
applying the law3 of the phenomenal world to nou-
mena, or, in theological jargon, against measuring
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the infinite by the finite, or judging God by hum&n
standards.

Now, granting all this, let us see how the argo*
ment stands. The laws of phenomena belong eX
clusively to the phenomenal world. They have
application and validity only with phenomena. Once
wo leave this region we are in a sphere in which they
have no application whatever. What, then, is the
meaning of speaking of God as a “ First Cause <
Cause is a phenomenal term, and has no meaning
when applied to this assumed unknown reality-
Thus, when the Theist, to use his own language»
has traced back an effect to its cause, and this to a
prior cause, until he has reached a “ First Cause,
what happens ? Simply this. At the end of the
phenomenal chain he makes a mighty jump and gams
the noumenon. But between this and phenomena
he can establish no relation whatever. It cannot be
a cause of phenomena, because, on his own showing»
causation is a phenomenal thing. He has worked
back along the chain of causation, discarding e&b
link he passes in his journey. Finally, he reaches
God and discards the lot. And here he is left cling'
ing with no intelligible way of getting back again. It b0
relates God to phenomena, he merely adds one more
phenomenon to the others, and the “ First Cause
remains as far off as ever. And if he does not relar®
God to phenomena he ceases to be a cause O
phenomena in the only intelligible sense in which
that expression may be used.

Still further, why travel along the chain of can8'
tion to discover God ? What is gained by travelling
baok along an infinite series and saying, “ At tbis
point | espy the agency of God”? Confessedly»
may trace baok phenomena as far as we will witbou
being nearer a commencement than when we started
on the journey. Consequently, all the evidenoe tha
exists when we cease our investigations exists at tb
moment we commence. In other words, if God 0a0
be shown to be the efficient and necessary oause 0
phenomena anywhere, it can be 6hown everywhere»
and the proof, if any, can be produced throng
phenomena immediately at hand, as well as fr°
those removed from us by an indefinite number O
stages. The evidence becomes neither stronger h°
more relevant. To say that we must pause so®0
where may be true, but surely it is foolish to dr0
induce mental exhaustion, and then use it as th
equivalent of a positive and verifiable discovery.

And even though by some undiscovered method *
had gained that metaphysical nightmare, a cause O
all phenomena, and, in defiance of intelligibility» ?/
christened it a “ First Cause,” how would that sat*9;
the “ causal craving” ? Professor Campbell Fra®®
says, properly enough, that “ the old form of ea®
now phenomenon as much needs explanation as 1
new form itself did,” but this need is certainly?,
destroyed or satisfied in explaining one form of exXI®
ence by another. If A is explained by B, we shall
driven to explain B by C, and so on. Or if w0 car.
stop with B, then the causal craving is not so R®/™
sistent as was supposed, and man can rest ooai”Ox
in the recognition of impassible limitations- _* .
what Professor Fraser calls an “ absolutely origlD”
ing cause” is only such so long as we Kkflve« a0
reached it. We are satisfied with an imaginary & »
an explanation of the actual A so long as B does "
come within our grasp. So soon as it has
the originating cause of the phenomenon in haBO» r
are off on a further searoh. “ First” has no 0 tg
sense or meaning than this. “ First” in rel@*10®fly
a given phenomenon or cluster of phenomena we
grant. “ First” in the sense of something that c
for no explanation is sheer theological lunacy-

Mr. Frank Ballard, that travelling Methodist w
bag and would-be scientific thinker, remarks tbat

“ To press the inquiry whether the principle ot
tion does not necessitate that the great First fto
should also itself be caused is, to put it most nJj y aiB
amazing instance of lack of perception....... N1 jjrst
beyond all question that to ask for the causes of
Cause is nothing but sheer contradiction in term =

This is quite charming, although a common
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o1« 1078111, -"e erects a parfeotly gratui
Point beor™ on the fact of causation. The Atheist
back 8° U ~as really only moved the problem

cans 6N an<® that aa_a oause can only b0 a
@ 6 In relation to an effect, to speak of a First

nmy € the sense of it existing before an effect, is
such 083\ eternal First Cause could only be
does Inre“at*on to an eternal effect, in which case it
(e OOt originate it. They are co-eternal. Oa this
statin If* instead of revising his language or re-
Cas ® ais meaai®g. calmly replies, as the “ First
tradiV < nt08 anythi prlor to |tself it is_a con-

WA ill terms to g&q for i Ouifee ap =
thentbe cpifFadietion is |nvolved in the Theistio

-s&h' N taat %ﬁﬁfeﬁkt has done is to poj t?

m@ and reddl
JJP\Nlent to an absurdity. The Theist oalmly packs
we absurdities of his own theory on the back of the
~theist, and deolares that tbe possession of the
‘urden disqualifies him from asking questions. All
0 Atheist need do is to return the present, with
@Bn ax* insist that as a relation is of the very
t0 ?e °f cassation, to leave that out of account is

*"HBuagk0 an ffirial disturbance for philosophic

beyau?abi°n>in short, does not and cannot oarry us
Pren 0 Phenomena. The notion that because all
GlLBtf6na ~as a canse>therefore, there must be a
Pbe  for all phenomena—meaning by this a non-
Wholl D8sPa”*cau8e of the sum total of phenomena—is
Sund™ P. ur™ bt is not sound science; it is not
88 Pmlosophy ; it is not even common sense. It
closed =Conaen8e>given an air of dignity by being
Poe la philosophic terms. You cannot rise from
| bav meaa to the Theists “ God ” ; first, because, as
teiatie &< cause aQd effect are terms describing the
~toenf8 °* °ne Phien°menon to another, and the
lacona “ WWe 80t outside the circle of phenomena our
discus ® anc* our iaws la°k aii application. It is like
«w .' in the absence of atmos-
8arch t QDdly, beoause the searoh for causes is a
ocoor ,7 bie conditions under which phenomena
1, = when we have described these conditions we
0o all thag is required to establish an
i f of causation. The Theist commences with
conception of causation, he proceedsby appl”®
t Slanguage and principles derivedf r o m E
Soother in which they have no intelligibility and
Ing confused the issue with a who
~ingless words, ends with a conolnaion that,
>.on Wb own showing, has no relation to the
v ti8Gs laid down. C. Cohen.

False Inferences.
i-«00f vi on hands that, from a numerical
iflicine f°w Christian Church has been steadily

7 attenja’r macy years. Both its membership and

'beaut so M0 ~ave kOen decreasing on a highly sig-
> | y ae- Greater London has a population of

ar@pof pO fint a,half millions, and one-third of the
itea T im iaDd*s 8a™ bo be committed within its
8c°ndition°*ow™ £ is a Christian’s description of

«“It b

Q°b of “ xa Pn.blic-house frontage of 180 miles, every
sie thri , *8 a tomptation. There are in London
b°usanQe® P10 t°ur hundred dramatic clubs, where

every Suud P°°Ple witness dramatic performances
\?red With~ ?Ub *n 80me of them liquor can be pro-
V~day MO . ef or hindrance from Saturday night to

atathaticor i™Ing>.such clubs being controlled neither by
~date ion rw?8im® authority. Tlioworkhouses accom-
8L all g ,i > 00 paupers. But tbe most appalling fact
n , 6etentorl 8?EQe 70 per cent, of Londons population

G>¥3Wpe* a Plao0 of worship.”
Ch>rOhoroént- Londoners over darken the door
lati~bi~™h cent a* bhO beginning of the twentieth

mlldl has nrmvPu ~ ar*nS the last decade the popu-
the "Q1 hut th an Inorea80 of at least a
~Phlatioij g ~haroh not only has not grown with
>put has a considerably smaller mem-
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bership to-day than it had ten years ago. From the
Christian point of view this state of things is alarm-
ing and discouraging inthe extreme. The only natural
inference is that Christianity is a signal failnre in the
city of London. Its ministers boast that they are
entrusted with a momentous message from another
world, from the Creator and Ruler of the Universe, a
message that vitally concerns every man, woman, and
child; and yet only some thirty in every hundred of
the citizens can be persuaded to pay the slightest
heed to it. Christ and London are still strangers.
London ignores the Divine Savior, and makes light
of its eternal interests.

Such is the natural inferenoe from the facts ; but
Christian leaders flatly refuse to draw it. Numerically,
they allow, the Church has seriously lost, and is likely
to go on losing for some time to come; but inflaentially
she has gained. This is how they pnt it:—

“ Though the outlook of organised religion may be
disquieting, there is no need for pessimism. The de-
crease in Church membership and the lessening of
church attendance are not the only tests by which
religious influence should be judged. The growth of
public opinion in favour of international peace, the
founding of institutions for medical research to discover
the causes of disease in order to counteract them, the
attention paid by the State to the mental and physical
equipment of the children, are all products of religious
sentiment.”

It is amazing with what cool brazenness Christians
credit themselves with all that is good in the world.
Are they not the salt without the cleansing and pre-
serving quality of which mankind would have perished
long ago ? The curious thing is, however, that the
growth of public opinion in favor of international
peace, the institutions for the study and treatment
of disease, and the interest taken in the physical and
intellectual development of children are all products
of these modern times. In practice, Christianity has
always been the advocate of war, and the bloodiest
wars on record have been religious wars. It was by
the use of the sword that the Christian Church won
her way to power in Europe, and it was the sword
that kept her in power until the sceptre wa3 taken
from her by science. How is it, then, that now, all
of a sudden, she becomes the champion of inter-
national peace and other prominent reforms? It is
not because of her Christian faith, for this is much
weaker and vaguer than it was in the Middle Ages,
but because she, too, in her turn, is being borne
along on the wave of humanism that is now sweeping
over the civilised world. Unconsciously she is sub-
stituting science for theology, knowledge for faith, and
effort for trust. The world has now returned to the
point it occupied at the advent of Christianity early
in the fourth century, and the teachings of Pagan
philosophy are once more finding an echo in the
human heart. All students of history know how
eloquently Cicero, Seneoa, Celsos, and others dis-
coursed on the horrors of war and the beauty of
peace, and how passionately they condemned the
military spirit, the spirit that has so abundantly
thriven in all ages under the Christian religion. The
love of peace, the desire to nnderstand in order to
stamp ont disease, and the attention paid to the
physical and intellectual welfare of the yonng, are
not produots of religions sentiment, but so many
signs of the trinmph of humanistio science; not
results of the influence of the Chnrch.but indications
that the reign of snperstition is eoming to an end.
The so-called Brotherhood movement is not Btrictly
a Christian movement, bnt a humanitarian move-
ment nobbled by the Church because her more
spiritual exeroises were no longer appreciated. The
Institutional Chnroh is a half-way house between
the orthodox Chnroh and the Secular hall, and the
Brotherhood movement was only started when the
Church, run on the old lines, had practically failed.

Speaking generally, no inference can be falser than
that the world is indebted to ths Christian Chnroh
for all the good there is init. It would be difficult
to mention any great social reform which had its
origin in her. As a rule, sho opposed most great
reforms as long as she could safely do so; afterwards
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she adopted and claimed them as her own. As Mr. J. A.
Farrer says, in his Paganism and Christianity, “ the
progress that in certain lines has accompanied
Christianity is not necessarily for that reason its
consequence ; and the ideas that preceded and con-
ditioned such progress were mainly of Pagan, and
especially of Stoic origin.

The existence of God is another false inference.
It is well-known that the unbiassed study of Nature
inevitably leads to Atheism. No one in his or her
senses can read the story of life on this planet with-
out coming to the conclusion that no good Deity
has ever had anything to do with it. It is impos-
sible to conceive how anybody who realises the
horrible evils of life can believe that there exists an
all-powerful, all-wise, and all-loving Father. Some-
one “ declared that there could not be any such God
as the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for
if he existed the woes of the world would break his
heart” ; hut a better way of putting it would be to
say that if such a God existed there would be no
woes of the world to break his heart. Mr. R. J.
Campbell tells us of “ a bright, pure-minded young
girl who went to work in the slums, and who became
eventually so depressed by the awfulness of the
suffering and degradation around her, by the seeming
hopelessness of doing much to relieve it, and by the
consequent loss of her faith in God, that she took
her own life.” Then Mr. Campbell adds;—

“ When we know what life is like for untold millions
of our fellow-creatures, can we really wonder very
greatly at the adoption of such a desperate remedy ?
Think of the people who are the victims of loathsome,
lingering, painful diseases; think of the myriads of
little children who are damned from their birth, who
will, if they survive at all, grow up poorly nurtured,
stunted in body and brain, and without the opportunity of
leading anything but an animal existence....... Nor is this
all. Take practically any rank of society you like and
you will meet with tragedies which cry out against
heaven and seem to cry in vain. What dark passions
are at work under many a calm exterior 1 What awful
wrongs are being perpetrated without the least likeli-
hood of redress in this world !”

Now Mr. Campbell is honest enough to acknowledge
that the problem of evil is apparently insoluble, that
in spite of everything “ there still remains a mystery
we cannot penetrate in regard to human lot in this
world.” The question is, from what conceivable
facts does Mr. Campbell infer the existence of an
infinitely powerful, wise, and good God ? It is all
very well for the reverend gentleman to say that he
can no more do without communion with God than
he can do without food and drink; hut the truth is
that the God with whom he has communion must be
held responsible for the unspeakable evils and
cruelties and butcheries of the world. Is it any
credit to a man to believe in and commune with a
deity who, if omnipotent, is wicked, and, if good, is
impotent ?  Mr. Campbell reminds us very BtroDgly
of the man portrayed by Tennyson in In Memoriam—

“ Who trusted God was love indeed
And love Creation’s final law—
Tho’ Nature, red in tooth and claw
With ravine, shriek’'d against his creed.”

There is no disputing the fact that Nature, including
humanity, furnishes a demonstrative evidenoe of the
non-existence of the Christian God.

* ' So careful of the type ?’ but no.
From scarped cliff and quarried stone
She cries, * A thousand types are gone ;
I care for nothing, all shall go.
Thou makest thine appeal to me:
I bring to life, | bring to death :
The spirit does but mean the breath :
Xknow no more.’

Does Mr. Campbell know any more ? To worship
God as a perfect Being, who is yet the author of a
shockingly imperfeot Universe, is a glaring contra-
diction in terms. The reverend gentleman admits
the sufferings and sorrows with which Nature teems,
and yet claims that Nature is God's work. It follows,
therefore, that if God exists he must be an imperfect
being, for a perfect being could not produce imperfect
work. To worship the God of Nature would, there-
fore, be an immoral act. Instead of facing this fact Mr.
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Campbell pours out a flood of trashy sentimentali8®
and hides himself behin® a wall ¢f mere words.
anyone were to say to me,” he exclaims, “ * YourG*
of love exists only in your own imagination,’ | shoo
point to the multitude whom no man can nncipe
who have won their victory over evil by Div*
grace.” Has the minister of the City Temple t~
audacity to declare that the 70 per cent, of Lon<3oD
population who never enter a place of worship, tho
sands of whom do not believe in God at all, are *
slaves of evil ? He knows better. He is thorough;
aware that, on an average, unbelievers are quite
noble and good as believers, and that unbelief, to
the least, is not a moral disadvantage. It seem8®
if the reverend gentleman had allowed his ed
tionalism to run away with his common sense.

J. T. L1oyd-

The Ferrer Case in the Cortes.

The European press—whioh loves a divorce cfl8eLB
a boat-race, but squeezes out ideas as bad copy" J
for the most part, submitted tamely to be gaggetl
reference to the great Ferrer debate in the Cor »
Only a few niggardly lines of telegraphic)
triokled through the Censor's hands, as t!
the bigots and the reactionaries everywhere
frightened of Ferrer’s ghost. The Spanish prep8
not so easily Bilenced—indeed, to its honor, if j
played much courage amidst considerable daugp’j
fine and imprisonment, and put to shame the tii®1
of the English press, which only had Mrs. G®
and the pet curate to be afraid of. Althoog*l
Spain the army is sacrosanct, and like the Ark o
Lord removed from the profane hands of
thousands of columns of report, comment, and 018 ¢
sion were devoted, day by day, by tho Spanish P
to the momentous issues raised by tho Ferrer de
Nothing so engrossing has ocoupied public atteo
in Spain for many a long day. i0g

The debate began on the Monday of the c6i
week in March. On the Saturday Canalejas resig jji-
from power owing to the indecent clamor of the ~
tarist party, who were angered at the flood of Ge
shed during the debate on the turpitudes o »
Maura Ministry—its suppression of truth, and ¢d®
gestién or even manufacture of untruth in conn®1 >
with the proceedings which culminated in theas VJ
nation of Ferrer. This makes the third A" to
whioh the avenging hand of Ferrer has PnrBasjCG»
its destruction. It is true that Canalejas has
formed a fresh Ministry by the elimination O e jji
former War Minister, General Aznar, and of y.
tarist and anti-Ferrer element in the late
but his hands are probably tied—I1 believe a™ tef
his inclination—and his pledges with »I®01,,008
tainty are given (judging from his recent ntt® to
in the Cortes) not to meet out even-handed 3°" riefs
the memory of Ferrer and not to bring ™ -t»'0
murderers to the criminal dock. It is &S
however, as anything can be in this ff°r ' jgfl
neither the courage nor the cowardice of y o f
will stay the movement in Spain in vindic® $1
the name of Ferrer. The movement will Pro™ e c»8®
the revision of the trial is granted, as was
with Dreyfus in France. His legal rehabilit® "0,
involve two consequences, first, the restit® Ajl,
Ferrer's property to the executors under
and, secondly, the trial and punishment °.
and La Cierva and of all the guilty parties 1di®?
with this holy duo in the palpably illegal PIOC 1~
whioh delivered Ferrer over to the shooting P
the trenches of Montjumh

The recent crisis was, na doubd, 4 mlHtar:J <>EBRA

During the debate, the troops at Madrid pah*
under arms, and the Bank of Spain and )
offices were literally choked full of ptlice 88f . -rui®
of the Guardia Civil. Every evening, n of
ation of the sessions of the Cortes, the 00”0

capital were patrolled by large numbers of
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Police and ordinary police in order to repress any
possible rising.

Things were brought to a head by the powerful
Poeoh of Senor Melquiades Alvarez, one of the most
j 6da@Tc members of the Cortes and a leading
wyer of great repute, who, in the course of a

that ~ ora”on>mwhich lasted two days, declared

“In studying the proceedings of the trial the convic-
“°n grows upon one of the innocence of Ferrer as well
83 the conviction that the sentence pronounced by the
Council of War was unjust.”

am e attthority of Melquiades Alvarez as a lawyer

r , a‘v°cate is well recognised; as an orator, he

* aamongst the four or five leading orators of the

Present day. Speaking of the Military €ode under

p Ferrer was tried, he turned round to the
servatives and said :—

“ Tell me, for shame’s sako, Havo yon ever seen, in
any Part of the world, a more barbarous Code, a Code

nf°’vr- hAn”~itorial nr more unjust than the Penal Code
? Military Justice? Well, then, this was the Code put

We°[IGa”0U *n or(ler to try the events of the Tragic

After examining its odious methods of procedure
“pr ~N16™ *n Ferrer's trial, ho declared that the

ent0 ,ure is one forged expressly for the purpose of
his inn°cent and rendering impossible
V0] eration." He gave chapter and verse from the

in reoently to the Cortes to show that,
him,0 Ferrer case, the evidence admitted against
(ecl y .he judges contained six or seven anonymous
wh0 . Icns written by some cowardly creatures
Q<UHnVv kO™ religions fervor of the judges in
reij,j’ no doubt, to make hypooritical parade of their
\&itab]8 FAy*"  The whole speeoh, which was a
~snt- f-6 tnasi'erpiece of eloquence and solid argu-
n"tabl 10D Pulverrsed the reputation of Maura, and
Perra/ Ciorva, whose envenomed hatred of
iDyhi and unscrupulous methods of legally procur-

of theBhy3aSS*na” °n ~ave won lor”~i“1 hhe appelation

°rAtorANpr°’Z WO “ad 10 iDHatnOd and polished
aroSe" when the great criminologist, Salillas,
calm,y submitted the case to the oold
Conee 8 hho trained scientist, tho rage of the
CieVatlvea knew no bounds. His speeoh threw

i hs f°r in an address in which

c<UTix- r hhan reason was uppermost, he actually
~Plained that the friends of Ferrer-

"can only see the proceedings in the trial with”~” to
®nco to tho events at Barcolona, and you data
~&oever if there exist other and more rtomestimg data
Nicbh denqurkitiate his culpability. Lot those ™

Fertgy as ari innmocert “ an seek out with tlLe
~me forensic intention tho facts in tho \/ i ou”for
be bomb in tho Calle Mayor and they will find out
Ibemselves what sort of man Ferrer was.
*hl8
, *nia speech is absolutely d00181 . NBBLOi ridtetdest]

abalvsi

Jovrst FaRacter s Aottt TlecedS  gidertying
r’6 arbitrary mothods employed ny ~ rid them.
1B fellow conspirator, Maura, in in t"eir eyes

éves by foul means of the man, o stood forth

m the eyes of tho churoh. becaa ° ideas

J™be embodiment of the rationalist trena

N |rq1erS\Pearip|bn of the Genera
the min«---~"m

ond tho threats

03t o fFerrer

that Jcbt™ en
.ed the uneasy

—-isn political life Will not Tay
b for eighteen months baB reactionaries m
aneeiencea of the clericals promised to
Wepen tHde new -ministry at once pv _
enttl ??” ¢ having eliminated the Protorian
"i«00 of u . d s°nght to gag tho discussion. Tho
CW powe6 Cr*8*8 has been a signal trinmph for tho
Nrariiu 1A due to tho accident that the military
wroney @y H)2%c8 as the bodyguard around tho
io *or a . ftitar, could not depend upon tho
andQ® The debato has now been
O ?bghne8B tyWi111% prosecuted with even greater
thrcoK before. We are, in fact, only
°fd of the inquiry. All that is
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most progressive, all those who are troly demo-
cratic and intellectual in Spain are determined that
the fnll sunlight of truth shall be shed on the shame-
ful transaction of Ferrer's death. They are deter-
mined that the land of Servetus and Cervantes shall
be free to redeem itself from the stigma of barbarism
and enter the comity of civilised nations by an act
of supreme justice to the memory of a man foully
murdered by a Church which with equal baseness
glorifies and extols the hateful deed.

April 7,1911. William Heafoed.

Some Strange Heretics.

An altogether new race of heretics is rapidly coming into
being. The intellectual tenets held are in harmony with
those of tho sturdy and valorous Freethinker of yore, but
there is a great difference in the personal character—as sad
and regrettable as it is great. Those new unbelievers have
no belief in any known or unknown religion, yet are willing
to pay a tacit homage to any form of superstition which may
be fashionable for the time being. They know neither God
nor a future life, and in the privacy of their own home, or in
the company of equally discreet and heretical friends, laugh
to scorn the notion that any Deity would inspire the writing
of any book. They, however, will not let the public into
their confidence. Heresy is a good thing, they consider, for
purely private consumption : the general public must look
after its own truth or errors. They decline, because of a
multitude of reasons, to add schism to their disbelief. It is
not cowardice which has led them to adopt this polioy, but a
peculiar lack of interest in the propaganda of their views.
“ Why ?” is their invariable reply when asked to do or say
anything in aid of the spread of Freethought. They will
acknowledge their absence of belief, and add, the same lack
of faith in common, yet fail ta see why they should go even
a littlo out of their way to further discredit a discredited
system. They see a creditable tolerance in the policy of
letting those who enjoy the tomfooleries of creeds go on
enjoying these Btrange luxuries. Those indifferentists are
numerous, respectable enough in point of numbers to destroy
the remnants of odium still attached to the possession of
heretical views if only thoy would come out boldly and pro-
claim, where men might hear, their lack of agreement with
Christian theology. The utility of propaganda is not
apparent to them because they lack the fine spirit of tho
Freethinker which bids each to take his place in the fighting
rank in tho army of emancipation and freedom. Sometimes
it is even worse. Willing are they to endorse, by the acqui-
escence of silence, the calumnies defenders of Christianity
use as weapons against Freethought. They hear, without
a quiver of a muscle, the clerical lie that the doctriues of
unboliof are immoral, and that whatever Freethinker lives a
reputable life lives it because of his Christian surroundings
and in spite of his belief. When a member of the black
gang utters safe lies, lies concerning the moral character of
our glorious dead, or the lie as to tho character of the
writings of those illustrious men who are no longer with us,
they give no protest. The utterer of those lies knows he is
safe from legal punishment, as tho law wisely says you can-
not slander or libel a dead man, and those to be reprehended
heretics of tho new school will not attempt to punish by
exposing his dishonesty to the odium of tho people. Of
those indifferontists there is a minority who go yet further
in the path of wrongdoing. Theso rosent, with no measured
wrath, the expression of opinions in opposition and hostile
to the prevailing religious beliefs. They aro interested in
political or social movements, and in theso movements are
associated with men of intenso roligious faith, and fear
that the intrusion of expressions of unbelief is likoly to give
offence to theso gontlomeu and ultimately cause tho loss of
their service.

Nearly all theso men ossay to justify themselves by tho
fact that the loadors of Christian thought to-day are quite
willing to admit everything which has been proved. They
do not plead their creed against absolute demonstration.
They will surrender to geology the story of creation found in
Genesis; to zoology the special creation of animals also
therein related; to historical research thoy yield up what-
ever is conclusively proved to be false in the book which
they allege to be in some way specially of God. The clergy
do not risk being laughed out of existence by insisting upon
the accuracy of proven inaccuracy. But the clergy still
form a firm defence to error not yet provod to bo error. To
refrain from challenging tho truth of a demonstration in
Euclid is not precisely a proof of an admiration for learning.

Are any of theso indifferents justified ? Is heresy of
such slight moment in tho world’s affairs that heretics can
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afford to be silent? Does non-belief carry a moral duty to
spread the light ? To ask these questions would appear to
answer them ; yet to-day everything must defend itself, and
these questions must be definitely answered. The Free-
thinker obviously cannot and will not be silenced. His
thoughts are free because he is always willing, in the proper
place and in suitable circumstances, to boldly state that
which he believes to be true. It is not necessary to ask the
Freethinker to consider the value of his opinions. Through-
out the world’s history men who have thought freely upon
the creeds have unhesitatingly placed the result of their cog-
itations at the world’s service. The men who could truly
claim the grand title have been of infinite service to
humanity, not only in unbending the mental fetters forged
by theology, but in every direction of human endeavor. A
universal biography of freethinkers would be an history of
all human progress. In literature and art, in politics and
commerce, they have wrought fearlessly whatever lay at
their hands to do in the service of man. To them it has
mattered but little that their efforts appeared foredoomed to
failure; that they at least could not reap the rewards if
success ultimately crowned the effort. No appeal is then
needed by the Freethinker. Yet it may be well to make one
to the many heretics whose irreligion is concealed or masked
under the guise of indifference.

The function of the priest ever remains the same. Creeds
may change, this or that story may be relinquished or others
substituted, dogmas formerly insistently held may be placed
amongst the non-essentials of faith, but the priest does to-day
the same things he did yesterday. He is placed in office to
find a justification for conditions not naturally justifiable.
Never is he remiss in the performance of this duty. An
idle tale of something supernatural is the tool with which
he does his work. The nature of the tale depends upon the
credulity of his hearers. If at all critical, the metaphysical
merely becomes incomprehensible, yet still fearful. Should
credulity be large, the supernatural takes the form of a
savage, stern God, a relentlessly cruel Devil, and a fearfully
hot hell. “ Ecclesiasticism is the enemy ” is absolutely true.
It is the enemy of human progress in all departments of life
and thought.

It is not a mere coincidence that the period of most pro-
found faith was also the time of deepest tribulation. Our
knowledge of the Dark Christian Ages is not sufficient to
depict with any degree of minuteness the life of the masses,
but what little evidence we have points to the disgusting
conclusion that the serfs lived pretty much the life of the
cattle they tended. Revels of debauchery varied the inter-
vals of active cruelty and slaughter, which was the staple
employment of those in higher ranks. The clergy, who
ruled high-handed over all, grovelled in filth, and were
proud of their filth 1 A belief in a power superior and out-
side the universe, controlling all the affairs of life, naturally
tended to this result, and it was only as belief waned im-
provement came. Every advance in knowledge which has
made for human happiness has been made in defiance of the
supposed power and wishes of God. Men learned to harness
natural force only when lesser faith in the Almighty obtained.
The devout assent, “ Thy will bo done,” is antagonistic to
human well-being. Neither is it an accident that the advent
of Christianity drenched Europe in blood and the pages of its
history reek with gore. Scepticism was assumed to be an
offence to the Christian God. | am a jealous God, said he,
visiting the sins of the father even to the third and fourth
generation, and | punish nations for lack of faith. Naturally
the extermination of the heretio must have been a duty due
alike to man and God. The departure from orthodoxy on
the part of a citizen meant, if the creed was true, that
disaster would be inflicted upon the nation sheltering the
infidel, and that the unborn future children should bear the
mark of the Deity’s displeasure. Man is agregarious animal,
and all Buch visit with drastic and effective punishment
whatever tends to lessen the effectiveness of the whole. It
matters not that the sceptic is a good man and the orthodox
may not be. The crime is resident in tho fact that he does
something to the disadvantage of the commonwealth. God
punishes the people for the lack of faith of certain of their
number, and hence, in self-defence, people, priests, and
statesmen unite in uprooting heretical doctrines; and so in
religion as in politics, the dictum, “ stone dead hath no
fellow,” is a sound maxim ; death was the natural fate of
the unbeliever or misbeliever. To-day, perhaps, few Chris-
tians would kill to prevent assumed wrongful religious
opinion. That is because they, owing to the widened
knowledge of the universe now prevailing, no longer believe
tho Deity exercises the minute supervision over the affairs
of mon formerly accredited him. Toleration is loud-mouthed
evidence of growing unbelief. Christians do not now perse-
cute to death is only proof that they do not believe God has
the aversion to, and punishes, heresy in the manner his
book describes. Certain it is no politician or ruler, who
fully believed the Christian scheme, would hesitate one
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moment to punish heresy by the extermination of *
heretics. jn
To the plea that association with intense religions me“
other and necessary spheres of life is jeopardised by thee
pression of opinions hostile to the current superstition, 1c¢
only say that such association is not for permanent g°
The lack of loyalty which would be evinced by the "esert!
from a cause because others will not bow down and wors r
his God would betray itself when other difficulties bes®
such a man. It must be remembered that whatever rr
thinkers accomplish in co-operation with the faithful
always accredited to Christianity. A candidate was
turned to the last Parliament for whom voted, wor
wrote, and spoke many pronounced and declared f
thinkers; yet it was acclaimed as a triumph of Chris*
prayer when he was returned. At the last election, Pr*l a
was not sufficient. He was defeated because be hai
deficiency of votes. In the words of the devout, le*
beseech you to rank yourselves with the militant Freethmk

W. J. Livingstone AndsbsoX

Acid Drops.

Mr. Justice Channell, one of the judges trying the Ex
election petition, expressed astonishment at witnesses
fessing that they had told lies for two shillings and in s°
cases for one. But really the astonishment seems ra
gratuitous. Is not Exeter a cathedral city ?

Mr. Foote, K.C., acting for Mr. St. Maur, the Liberal
didate at Exeter, stood himself some time ago as ConS0*”
tive candidate for a West country constituency. * erefi
obliged to correct a damaging rumor as to his views on
giou. “ 1 am not the famous Mr. Foote,” he exp'aB »
meaning that he was not the editor of the FreethinWm j
appears that the story was going round that he

He lost the seat and he declared »
he lost it because a number of electors wouldn't *ot
* that Atheist Foote.”

Brighton Council tied—24 to 24—on the questi)n of GE}%
matograph pictures on Sunday. The mayor gave his c&
vote against them. The people who frequented these B" §j
less shows will now be free to attend church—if they dec”
to. But will they ? We don’t believe this réactionary g,

sion will add a single member to any congregation in Brig

ol
We wish some public-spiritod citizen would take g
action against the Brighton Corporation for keeping
Aquarium on Sunday. One good turn deserves bB
Let the mayor and tho twenty-four reactionaries f®~ui
weight of their own bigotry. It would probably make
more tolerant.
o . . tlifl 8
‘Has Christianity Been a Failure?” This was *u”™ 0,
ject of an address by the Vicar of Portsoa, tho Re™ jDOyi-
Garbett, at the recent Men’s Conference in the Bdris“ej th0
tute. It would have been a miracle if it had answer
question in the negative—and the age of miracles 1 j ja
What he did was to claim all tho good that bad happ6 of jo
Christendom during the past eighteen hundred ye®*. iOyivl

as due to Christianity. It had abolished the , j,ot =
shows, for instance. As a matter of fact, it did not,
certainly introduced what was worse than gladiator? 0j0lj,

the burning of people alive for a difference of fAt®'
Then again, it “ abolished slavery.” This also is a-D th0

ment utterly devoid of foundation. Slavery existe ” b/
nineteenth century, and to say that it was aboh® ¢jtp
Christianity after all that time is a most flagrant ~Nigls
Then again, it “ improved the status of women. (it

so far from being true that it is the opposite of * “jatopO

All the improvements in women's position in modern M.
are but a return to the best law of Pagan B° |,
Garbett actually boasted that Christianity had so

the character of men that “ the best Christian of to- pag»B
infinitely better than the best moral character 0 jj j9
days.” Well, that does take the cake. The choc . BapB®

almost sublime. Fancy the Vicar of Portsea, f°r nOugb
being infinitely superior to Marcus Aurelius1 1t13
take away the breath of anybody but a parson.

Mr. Garbett wound up by é_a_&_i_ng that Christianity = " a6tOB
was only just commencing.” In other words, it I ~ 0 r&
nineteen centuries. That sounds a bit truer tha
of the reverend gentleman’s address.

------ of it0

The Imperial Sunday Alliance has for ono
honorary tr9**rrers tho Rt. Hon. Lord Aveb-W/1
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seems rather odd to find in that kind of company. According
to the principles of the Alliance, the weekly day of rest is
winded on “ivine Law ” and is rightly called “ The Lord s
DaY” But does Lord Avebury really believe thisi ?* Is such
a belief consistent with his famous book on Civilisation V
We quite agree that “ one day’s rest in seven ” is necessary,
aud should be secured to all; but we dissent from the view
that this day should be Sunday. It will always be con-
venient for general businesses to close on the same day. but

that day is to be of much use to the workers thus libe-
rated other workers must minister to their wants in all sorts
°f ways. The minority who work on Sunday must, of
course, have another day of rest secnred to them. Such is
jus law in France, and we shall have to adopt it, sooner or
ater, in England—ay, and even in Scotland.

The Salvation Army continues its work of emigrating
People from this country to the colonies—and drawing com-
mission from the shipping companies and capitation grants
tnm the Colonial Governments. It guarantees work for all
wkom it takes out, but, curiously enough, it has just started

insurance scheme against unemployment. Now if the
Vorkis really certain, to insure against its absence is—well,
O Put it very mildly, curious. There is no risk to the Sal-
tation Army. And if the insurance is necessary, what is
r‘e “ work guaranteed” worth ? Luckily for General Booth,
aEgBritish public—or a large portion of it—is a prodigious

General Booth celebrated the eighty-second anniversary

Bis birthday on Monday. According to a laudatory notice
m a London evening paper, he is still “ desirous of exten-
sions,”—in other words, suffering from megalomania, other-
wise known a3 “ swelled head.”

Mr. Joseph King, M.P., says that the dying out of the
Practice of duelling was entirely due to the permeation of
society by Christianity. Well, apart from the consideration
that duelling is not yet extinct, aud has only died out in
1?me countries within very recent years, we would advise
A King to look to his facts. Christianity did not find
Helling au established custom against which it had to fight,
Tigtew up in Christian times, and flourished under Christian
“Hnpicea, Neither in ancient Greece nor in ancient Rome
Wan duelling practised. In Romo, if a man was wronged or
‘moiled, he appealed to the law for protection, as English-

do to-day. A Roman would have stared at anyone who

Hggested that two men could prove which one was in tle
‘gut by taking pot shots at each other, or prodding each
«her with throe or four feet of steel. Christianity, how-
ter’ Partly supplanted the reasoned legal procedure of the

ZT*? world by «be appeal to God in the form of trial by

., ,a&. From this there appears to have grown up the
single combat, which was trial by ordeal in-
pother form. “ May God dofend the right” was tlie

«tuula in both cases. *“ The Bpirit of Christianity ” in this
, g as in others, seems to get to work when other forces
ave done the trick.

3 ? Guardian is still concerned over Sir Hiram Maxim 8
ii on missionaries. One gentleman, who signs hiaisolf
ia: U-Uff” (Bishop in Shantung) says Sir Hiram is quite
it «b*nking that there is any anti-Christian fcolmg »
is h?Dy nnti-foreign. Perhaps Mr. Iliff will explain, if tins
Crease, why outbreaks in China have always been
the rv = dlrec«ed against missionaries ? Naturally, wo agree,
and K“680 aro notintolerant. They are extremely tolerant;
W fi°ihec religions that have found their way into China
Whp, A «° complain of no unfair opposition, J« °n?
ti&r - ?r experience taught them the nature of tlio Chris-
feel - m'ssi°nario8 methods and pretensions «Bat a strong
t0a“8 gainst them developed. And when Mr. Iliff goes on
auc,, c.at® «Bat there has never been a single riet or diatun,-
sPeai,!n CBina caused by anti-Christian feeling, he is oitlier
WhO v’8 'n ‘finorance or indulging in sheer bluff, lliose
auth“ & e road Mr. Cohen’s Foreign Missions know—on the
«Ban nl, ™ °* .oar owu parliamentary blue-books that more
c'aitc,116 8eti°us disturbance has been due directly to Chinese
telatj and conduct. Mr. Hliff is correct in saying that the
stilin,n °«. European Powers to China has been that of a
that \ lla<101* bullying a weaker one. But ho does net say
extort~8080 of «Bis superior strength privileges have been
thatwouldX tho Ghinoao in «Be interests of missionaries
°cver have boon willingly granted.

*iet'cal atujVin™ l)ro8Pect of a complete exposure of tho

r dOatho*paCtiOnary nuethods that were responsible for
i°tdferinH ,1 |, ror ia driving the Catholic press into a stato
s,"Kng frenzy. The Catholic Times reiterates in a

6 ** eld Blander that Ferre* wa* " * bad citizen,
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a bad father, a bad husband.” This is not quite such a
brilliant performance as Roosevelt's description of Thomas
Paine as a “ dirty little Atheist,” when we had three lies in
as many words, but there is at least the same number of
lies in a single sentence. Ferrer was not a bad husband,
but was saddled with a bad wife, from whom the Catholic
laws of Spain granted him no freedom or protection. That
he was not a bad father his children, still alive, have borne
ample testimony. And that he was not a bad citizen was
demonstrated by his giving his life to the noble and un-
selfish work of educating the children of Spain. Had he
been a fervent Catholic each of his virtues might have been
a trebly magnified vice, and the Church Times would have
hailed him as a savior of his country.

Pastor Russell is off on a new campaign. He proposes
commencing a campaign for uniting all who profess Christian
creeds throughout the whole of Christendom. We don't
believe he could do it if Jesus Christ were to pay his promised
second visit and stand on the same platform with him.
There would be a division as to who should take the chair,
if about nothing else. Aud if Pastor Russell sticks to the
task of uniting Christians he will not have much time left
for any other performance. _

Our readers will remember the case of Mrs. Woolmore,
the Essex woman who was sentenced to six weeks' im-
prisonment by the local magistrates for the alleged neglect
of her children, and was subsequently released by order of
the Home Secretary. When the home was broken up by
the compulsory removal of the mother, the children were
taken to Ongar Workhouse, aud on Tuesday, April 3, the
father owed the Board of Guardians £2 for their mainten-
ance, It was reported that he was only earning from 10s.
to 12s. a week, and was trying to get a little home together
for his family again. One member of the Board pleaded
for delay in enforcing the payment of the (£2. “ If he earns
12s.,” said another member, “ he can pay ur 53. a week.”
This member, so good at poor-man'’s arithmetic, rejoiced in
the non-plebeian namo of Capt. Wello3ley Pigott. A resolu-
tion was carried by a large majority that the payment of
arrears should be enforced ; and as the poor devil certainly
had not £2 at his command the resolution meant that he
should be imprisoned. And tho seconder of this charitable
resolution was the Rev. John Howard. Comment is un-
necessary ; the fact speaks for itself.

“ The most appalling fact of all with rogard to London,”
says Mr. R. Murray Hyslop, the chairman of the London
Congregational Union, “ is that 70 per cent, of its population
never enter a place of public worship.” Appalling to whom?
To the gentlemen who “ run” the places of public worship.
Other people face the fact cheerfally.

Mr. R. Murray Hyslop must be a sly humorist. The
following utterance of his must have been intended to chaff
his Christian brethren out of their pessimism :—

“ The complaint that the influence of the Church ia
declining cannot bo substantiated by the fact, for in every
walk in life its ameliorating influence ia to be found. Neither
is the decrease in church membership nor the lessoning of
church attendance the only teat by which religious influence
should be judged. The growth of public opinion in favor of
international peace, the founding of institutions for medical
research, to discover the causes of disease in order to count-
eract them, the attention being paid by the Btate to the
mental and physical equipment of the ohildren, in order that
the next generation may be of greater value to the community,
are all products of religious sentiment.”

A few other fruits of Christianity might have been thrown
in while the gentleman was on the job, such as wireless
telegraphy and flying machines. Aud why not “ Dread-
noughts” ? Did not the Archbishop of Canterbury give a
performance at the launching of one lately ?

What a farce it is to put religious teaching into the public
schools and then to declare that there shall be no tests for
teachors! At a recent meeting of the Education Committee
of the Loudon County Council it was suggested that after
the present year the teachers should bo authorised to give
extra instruction “ on their own "' as far as might be necess-
ary to wold together the several portions of the syllahns aud
afford the scholars an intelligent appreciation of tho Bible as
a whole. Whereupon it was objected by Mr. Lithgow that
“ before giving such wide discretion they ought to know
vrhat were a teacher’s views on any particular portion of the
Biblo.” Precisely. That is sensible and straightforward.
Discretion is rightly given to a teacher in his methods of
teaching, but not in the substance of his teaching. It is
necessary to have guarantees of hie competence and fidelity
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in religion as in other subjects. The denial of that is simply

chaos.

Rev. Stewart D. Headlam is a secular educationist, but
like most Christians he wants watching in such matters.
According to the Daily News report he said that “ he was
one who did not believe that Christianity could be taught in
their schools, but he saw no objection to making children
acquainted with Bible history.” But what is Bible history ?
Heaps of clergymen would reply, “ All of it.” Mr. Headlam
knows better. But who is to decide the question? It
cannot be decided. That is the plain truth. Secular Educa-
tion, to be a reality, must rest on the exclusion of the Bible
from the schools. Teachers may refer to it as they refer to
other books—but no more.

Stinie Morrison, the murderer, who acknowledged God in
the witness box and repudiated God in the dock (after
sentence) has found God again in the condemned cell. Here
are some of the pious expressions in letters to his sweet-
hearts (he has several) and published in the Evening Times
—*“ God grant me liberty once more, sweetheart ”—*“ God
grant that my innocence in this trouble is only established ”
—*“ God knows what | would do without you "—* God’s
mercy to prove my innocence.” And this is the man that
Bishop Welldon holds up as a warning against the dangers
of a godless education!

According to the Westminster Gazette, in a report by
Professor Hamilton respecting 150 freshmen who entered
Ambert College, Massachusetts, last year, it is stated that a
paper of six Bible questions was set, of which two were
“the easiest that could be thought of,” while “ two were
exceedingly difficult, so as to test the intimate as well as the
average knowledge or the men.” More than seventy-nine of
the undergraduates could remember nothing about the fall of
Jericho, thirty-seven knew nothing of Cain, forty knew
nothing of Daniel, and sixty-five, 102, and 105 failed to
answer questions about Saul, Gideon, and Timothy respect-
ively. Professor Hamilton also reports that in visiting
certain schools in New York he found, among pupils prepar-
ing for college and nearly of an age for entrance, whole
classes that could not tell the story of Daniel in the lions’
den. We should like to know what these young men
suffered intellectually by the loss of such knowledge ?

It is really a difficult matter to effectually suppross the
truth. “ The Church needs the children ” was a sentence in
the report of a sermon that caught our eye in glancing
through one of the religious weeklies. This is the exact
truth. The Church needs the children, because if it does
not get them it will never secure the adults. The really
vital question is the other way about—Do the children need
the Church ?  We fancy not. At any rate, wo aro proud to
say that Freethought does not need the child. It does need
the adult; its concern with children is to see that their
young minds are not debauched by having forced upon them
speculative doctrines ill-adapted to their years, and that they
get all that is really essential to the development of a sane
mind in a sound body. By this means we shall develop a
generation to which may safely be left tho examination of
all opinions with anything worthy to commend them.

Here is another gem of the same order. Mr. A. Lawrence,
one of the Bible Society’s agents in Japan, writes that the
Lucha are “ intellectually an inferior race,” but in no part of
the Japanese Empire did he find any more willing to pur-
chase the Scriptures. We daresay that the rush for Bibles
was not even then overwhelming; but we can quite believe
that in the Japanese Empire the people who took it most
readily were intellectually an inferior race.

The British Worhman publishes a fancy picture of tho
“ Mockery of Free Speech ” in Hyde Park. Some auditors
laugh and others are horrified at the “ blasphemies ” of a
speaker who tells them that there is no God and no future
life, and that Jesus Christ never existed. We gather that
the B. ]V. would like to stop such speaking if it could, not
by persuasion, but by something more effective.

The only means of consolidating the British Empire, says
the Bishop of Pretoria, is tho Christian Church. This is
rather rough on Tariff Reformers and the advocates of a big
Navy—unless, of course, it can be shown that both theso
movements are based on the Bible. At any rate, the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury dots the i's of the Bishop of Pretoria’s
expression by asking for £100,000 and fifty clergymen
annually for Canada for the next five years. We are not
sure about the £ 100,000, but so far as the clergy are con-
cerned we are inclined to be generous. Let him, by all
means, send out fifty times fifty, or five hundred times fifty.
In fact, if he would take the lot to Canada we would our-
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selves subscribe towards the cost of transportation—provided
no return tickets were issued.

Frederick George Marley, a clerk, of Ringstead-road,
Catford, committed suicide by shooting himself in
father's house, and the jury brought in the usual verdict
of “ Suicide whilst temporarily insane.” He was not too
insane, however, to remain a Christian. *“ God " ooourred
three times in the brief letter he left on a desk. “ 1 Pr&
for God’s blessing to rest upon me,” he wrote. Clearly no
Atheist, Dr. Toirey.

Nearly all the Camorrists who are on trial at Viterbo ar®
pious and “ wear sacred relics, scapulars, and other charms.
They actually petitioned the President to suspend the trial
during Holy Week, in order that they may prepare for the
Easter Communion.

We aro not often in agreement with the Bishop of London,
but wo do agree with him when he protests against an ath-
tude of “ kindly toleration ” as being foreign to Christianity-
Christianity never tolerates until it is forced, and then
it lacks the manliness to submit under open protest; on
apes an affection for a quality foreign to its nature and
history. The Bishop also says that had Christianity wel'
corned the toleration of the old Roman Empire we shorn
never have heard of the early Christian persecutions.
which we may add that little of these would have been
heard of anyway had Christians not been such adepts in the
manufacture of evidence to suit their own purposes. Bishop
Ingram goes on to explain that the reason why Christianity
cannot be tolerant is because it makes the “ terrific "’ c»1®
of being the one religion of the world. This does not stria
ns as being “ terrific” so much as being idiotic. It is f40
claim that all fanatics make for their special nostrum,
whether it be religious or social. And it is the usual mat
of a narrow outlook, which is one of the prime conditions o
intolerance and persecution.

Bishop Ingram also says that above all things he hat®8
living in a paradise of fools. Well, it seems a small questi®0
for discussion whether Lambeth Palace ought to be called a
paradise of fools or a paradise for fools.

“ No More Churches Wanted.” This heading in Monday ~
Daily Chronicle covered a communication from its spe@l
correspondent at Berlin, from which we make the folloWin&
extract ,fit

* Church authorities here are in consternation at
they regard as the deplorable shrinkage in the Sunday e*
tions throughout Berlin and the province of Branden®1
generally. Congregations remain unresponsive and ca'l°”
to the most fervid appeals for missionary work, whether ~
home or abroad, and other branches of home work such
church extension are treated with tho same indifference. bi
often happens that even in the richest and most fashion®
districts special offertories do not exceed £5, and not a ,,
congregations are content to contribute as many shilling3-
In view of these facts, it is no wonder that the Berlin POO®
protest against the building of new churches when thu
ones are more than half empty. We understand it *3
Empress who is the chief inspirer of this pious waste
money.
of

Rev. Dr. Jowett, late of Birmingham, and now pastor
the Fifth-avenue Presbyterian Church, Now York, ~ec | ry
that he was going to America for practically tho Bame sa
he had in England. But wo ventured to suggest that
contract would be liberally interpreted. We aro not 8
prised to see that, in addition to his £2,500 a year saa™r
the church has just voted tho sum of £1,600 per annn”.0tt.
the provision and upkeep of a house for the Rev. Dr.J j] eg
That sum would have made J. C. and the twelvo ap°8g
including Judas the cashier, feel “ rich beyond the droa®* »
avarice.” Simultaneously with Dr. Jowett's settling in
York another English apostle of the poor Carpente ~
Nazareth, tho Rev. Dr. Aked, goes off from New Yor ™
San Francisco in a privato Pulman carriage, with * ~NDy
in his pocket as a farewell gift from the church ho is 'ea
behind.

There was a poll for a new vicar of Stephen's, 0 ipg
street, City of London—the Rev. J. Jessop Teague 'vLjj30
by 480 votes against 362 for the Rev. Lewis Thoma8- “geo
were more than 200 applicants for the living, s
competition being explained by the fact that the h
worth £800 a year. “ Blessed bo ye poor.”

xd

Another poor Christito gono to his doom 1 weVRp2istrai
Tindal Turner, of St. Giles-street, Oxford, lately *
of the University, left £34,908. A verbatim report ~"ipg-
Christ said to him when they met would be inT i0ioOs’
Judging from the New Testament it would also be °
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Ur. Foote’s Engagements.

(Lectures suspended for the present.)

To Correspondents.

o} Lioyd's Lecture E ngagements.—April 23, Liverpool.
i*M Shaw.—gee “ Sugar Plums” for the enclosure. Glad to

~0t- ~av6 “orme3 an N. S, S. Branch at Alfreton and that
tnere is every evidence of its doing much active work for
~thought.”

p' INJ3or—gee paragraph. Thanks for good wishes.
j ?LET,—Pleased to hear from “ a new reader ” who is intro-
A Wmg *reetddnher  Lis friends.

g ' 901@nan.—Thanks for your good wishes for the paper,
«y _ cltculation very slowly, but we think very surely, improves.
q0 ' ®ALL—Many thanks for cuttings.

WortiTt™0 d?n'* think the Cbapman-AJexander combination is

Of “.troubling about. Certainly our readers don’twant reports

anyth*1do'n8s’ But, of course, we should be glad to hear of

anoth® really special—if it happens. Rev. Dr. Dixon is

er, matter. We shall be on his track the moment he
“dties down in London.

d '0'?-—Thanks for the rest of the correspondence.
A -~

It will

the course the moon affects Easter, which depends on
e i rs* full moon after the twenty-first of March—the Spring
roo,vQoX. to hear of the profit you have derived from
Vrgadl the Freethinker.
HU S passage you send us from Josephus is well known to
°ur C =18 dea*t with in the chapter on “ Pious Forgeries’’ in
°fJ nmu Christianity. It was interpolated into the text
the f-SeP* us’ as Gibbon says, between the time of Origen and

that iv'a  Eusebius. It is one of the multitude of forgeries
--Bf 11®race Christian apologetics. No scholar now defends it
L. Coc ‘' aa U 8tand3d'

p LUN Tuesday is too late for paragraphs in our next issue.
U ' Darsoij—gee paragraph. Thanks.
. osetti—Glad your Laindon debate passed off so orderly.
A~ Ure doa great deal of good,
of imh ~r"le weOL\y sermons in Lloyd's show to what a depth
'‘bore ec, y Christian propaganda has sunk. One could no
orafiwu *°.”e one you enclose than one could fight a cloud
S.\y athei pillow. Sorry you had to miss the debate.
With j a“ks for cutting. Pleased to hear you look forward
J°5n  eas“re to every week’s Freethinker.
fear pINNa—Hardly “ profane ” enough for our columns, we
~ph RO31des Leing of local rather than general interest.
g g ATES—Cuttings are useful. Thanks.
Tob g ' Thanks for encouraging letter.
Tarri”™jAB ®0Cl®nr. Limited, office is at 2 Newcastle-street,

Ta, N'ng °n'8treot’

Larnnl"iNN ®KcmAn SOCIety s office is at 2 Newcastle-street,
VN “on street, E.C.

With gL Srvicea °f the National Secular Society in connection

shoma ho L>Bar*al Services aro required, all communications
K=*TeRs f 6 a““ rcaae<t to the secretary, Miss E. M. Vance.
w2 Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to
bsol08s. “ e-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

?treet, j, 01088 m*“8t reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-
p InBerted. U’ firat pO8li Tuesaay. or they will not be

‘barking t? 80nd us new8papers would enhance the favor by
‘H»Rs f nBpassa8eBto which they wish us to call attention

~héep1p* teratur0 GO bO Bl td) IO Manager df 116
Y not te fu88 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.,

f**sBqJre *“e Editor.
o Bend i J , n8 *or literature by stamps are specially requested
V ICHh- ny. itamps-
i?°8>Post” be forwarded direct from the publishing
t'B.6a_. , “ 6e, at the followmg rates, prepaid :(—One year,

' alt year, 5s. 3d. ; three months, 2s. 8d.

Sugar Plums.
m
on anrt” 6sm161 *11 ®lagg°w on Sunday, and Mr. Fool
fo 0 “ saints ,?nthu8iastic audiences at the Secular Hal
""Btanco ,NiCame from d'stant places—from Edinburgl

ed renreo  ?v?n from Dundee- South-west Scotian
the gi,, en”ed generally. Mr. Foote’s visit practicall
QtiGetned S0a80n' at /a8t as tar as special lecture

A Baxessfni We are hear that the season has beo

f ~he Br'f
4’30’\Varsehl ~onQregationalut devoted some paragraph
"erg nnf tad0b,
{)? p ddlng 'Oéwpr éllng ‘avvhen the dlsputantsq were .

iadlord . *heir respective spheres of Dr. Warschaue
*a"a Mr. G. W. Foote, of the Freethinker
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“ The audience,” our contemporary says, “ was mainly in favor
of Mr. Foote, and it may be freely admitted that Mr. Foote
scored a few more debating points than his opponent.” At
the same time the case for Theism was “ not weakened by

the attacks made upon it.” Of course not. How could
it be?
“ One would have preferred,” the B. C. says, “ that Dr.

Warschauer should not have got into conflict with the audi-
ence in his closing speech, despite their unfriendliness.”
This corroborates what was stated in the Freethinker. But
we object to the word “ unfriendliness.” The audience were
not unfriendly to Dr. Warschauer. The bulk of them were
not in agreement with him. That is true. And they
were not likely to be brought into agreement by a display of
bad temper. -

We are happy to quote the following testimonial from the
Catholic Fireside. (It is editorial.): “ Mr. Marfcindale alludes
to Foote’s Bible Romances, containing passages which would
compel a Catholic, at least, to deposit it promptly (with the
aid of the tongs) in the nearest fire.” We understand now
what “ Catholic Fireside ” means.

The next London Freethinkers’ “ Social,” under the
auspices of the N.S.S. Executive, will take place at
Anderton’s Hotel, Fleet-street, on the first Thursday evening

in May. As the spring may possibly be beginning then,
there is room to hope for a good attendance. The pro-
gram will be as before; some vocal and instrumental

music, varied with some dancing for the younger folk (and
the older if they care to join in) and just a few words from
the President. Members of the N. S. S. will all be welcome,
and entitled to introduce a friend. Outsiders who cannot
get introduced in that way should obtain a ticket of admis-
sion (free) by applying to the N. S. S. Secretary, Miss E. M.
Vance, at 2, Newcastle-street, E.C.

The National Secular Society’s Annual
always held on Whit-Sunday. The place this year is
Birmingham. Branch secretaries and others who have any-
thing for the Agenda will please note that all notices of
motion must be in the general secretary’s hands by May 15
at the very latest.

Conference is

The Wood Green N. S. S. Branch sent in a petition, signed
by thirty-seven residents, asking that the Freethinker should
be placed in the local Free Library. The Library Committee
of the Council dismissed the petition unceremoniously.
“ We shall probably hear more of the matter,” the Sentinel
says. You will.

Every now and then enthusiastic Freethinkers start up to
do, or get somebody else to do, real wonders in the way of
propaganda and organisation. And it is always something
fresh that wears a charm. Whether old and absolutely
necessary agencies are properly supported scarcely ever
troubles them. Their cry is “ Let us go ahead.” But
they never actually go. Frcotbought soon ceases to hear
of them. When the time is ripe for a new departure the
leaders of Freethought are sure to know it. Meanwhile it is
the duty of all Freethinkers to maintain one thing for certain
—and that is the organ of thoir opinions and the channel of
their publicities ; in other words, a journal devoted to their
cause. We are glad to see that this is dawning on the minds
of American Freethinkers. *“ | believe,” one of them writos,
“ money sent to the Truthseeker will bring batter results to
the Freethought movement than money invested in any other
way.” So do we. And we should be delighted to see a good
regular fund raised to help Editor Macdonald keep his paper
going strongly and keep himself going fairly at the same
time. No paper, and assuredly no editor, can livo simply
on tho readers’ esteem. It is a pleasant thing to have, but
something more substantial is wanted as well—to say nothing
of how much bettor an editor can do his work when he is
relieved from sordid anxieties. We hope Editor Macdonald
will reproduce this paragraph in his own paper. We know
his natural modesty, but not even that feeling should be
allowed to stand against the welfare of the cause. Leaders
of movements must sacrifice themselves if necessary, but
they must not starve themselves on principle. Fighting
can't be done without feeding. An army, Napoleon said,
marches on its belly. And when it comes to policies and
strategies, a special form of vitality has to be maintained.
Even the most niggardly working man knows very well that
his leaders, in Parliament and elsewhere, cannot possibly
livo on his wages. Tho only sad side to this is that their
wages are too small. But that does not affect the argument.

We are sorry to have to send Editor Macdonald a message
of sympathy in his bereavement. He has just lost his mothe r
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She was evidently a remarkable woman, and fit to be the
mother of brave freethinking sons. We failed to make her
personal acquaintance when we were in America, between
fourteen and fifteen years ago; but we brought away
memento of her which we still preserve and value, in the
form of a piece of beautiful lace worked with her own hands
although she was an old lady then. She gave it towards the
funds of the Freethought Congress at Chicago, and the ladies
at the Congress bought it and presented it to us as President
of the English Secularists. We had it suitably mounted
and it occupies an honored place in what our family rather
grandiosely call the drawing-room. Every time we look at
it now we shall think of George Macdonald’s luck in having
a good and wise mother.

M, Frank Sandecki sends us from Warsaw a brief account
of a recent “ blasphemy ” prosecution there. It appears that
on February 21 M. Andjey Niemoyevsky, editor of Mysi
Niepodlegla (Independent Thought) was cited before the
criminal court of Warsaw and charged with “ blasphemies
in his articles entitled God Jesus, under legal clauses render
ing him liable if found guilty to limitation of civil rights and
even summary banishment. Crown-appointed judges sat on
the bench, as there is no trial by jury there. The prisoner
conducted his own defence. After three hours’ discussion
with closed doors, the court issued a verdict liberating
M. Niemoyevsky and quashing the confiscation of his paper,
Amongst the congratulations that reached him from many
places was one from Professor Drews, the author of the
latest important book on the unhistorical character of the
Jesus of the Gospels, who cried, “ Hurrah for Free
Discussion 1”

We have pleasure in printing the following letter from a
new subscriber—only omitting the name and address :—

“ | must thank you for the two specimen copies of the
Freethinker which 1 received this morning. But how you
came by my address is a puzzle.

| had, as a matter of fact, ordered the Freethinker from
my local bookseller, and by a happy coincidence the first
copy arrived this morning simultaneously with your spe
cimens. If | were a Christian | might be able to trace the
‘ finger of God ' in this pie, but being only a plain man with
no such fertile fancies | shall enjoy my feast without any
thought of such spiritual handling.

I like your paper. | wish there were more like it. For
men like me some such publication is ? necessity. | have
been a member of a Nonconformist Church, a Band of Hope
leader, a local preacher, and a Sunday School secretary. |
know experimentally the whole gamut of the Christian reli
gion—and | have had to give it up.

There must be many of my kind about, and for us your
paper comes as a refreshing change from the religious imbe-
cilities which taint so large a region of current journalism
I shall continue to read it, and | heartily wish you success in
yonr thankless enterprise.”

Such a letter should encourage our friends to go on pushing
the Freethinker round. Thousands of people would be glad
to raad it every week if they only know of it.

We shall mako a definite statement next week with regard
to the publication of the Warschauer-Foote debate. Wo are
afraid that Dr. Warschauer himself is under a misappre-
hension as to the extent of his legal rights in the matter.
We shall see that the question of publication iB settled, one
way or another, within the next few days. This announce
ment may be regarded as absolute.

President’'s Honorarium Fund, 1911.

Fourteenth List of Subscriptions.

Previously acknowledged, .£217 4s 8d. S. M. Peacock,

10s. 6d. ; A. W. Coleman, 10s. 6d.

MIND OVER MATTER.

“ Much may be done,” said the Acute Observer, “ by an
authoritative voice. Now, if a man says to a dog, ‘' Come
here I' with a note of authority in his voice, tho dog comes
immediately.”

* Yes,” said tho Traveller, “ I've noticed it. And it is
especially marked in Oriental peoples. Why, when | was
in Khalisandjharo, | heard a man say, with that authorita-
tive note in his tone, 10h, king, live forever! and imme-
diately the king lived forever.”
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The Foote-Warschauer Debate.

A LENGTHY report—five columns—of the Foote-
Warsohauer debate appears in the Christian Common-
wealth for April 5. There is also over three columns
of descriptive report in the same issue. Under so®6
oircumstances it might have been pleasant to 6ee
much attention paid to a publio discussion betw@ll
a Christian clergyman and a well-known Freethinker-
But bearing in mind the scrupulous care with wh®
all the religious papers forbore mentioning the debat
before its occurrence, we feel bound to assume tnfl
the editorial hunger for copy overcame in this cas
the customary religious boycott. The report of th
debate is naturally “ jumpy,” both debaters properly
objecting to a verbatim report in partisan PaPer™
particularly as the question of the publication of
report by the two principals was then open,
leave the fragmentary report for what it is wort =
On the description of tho debate itself a word or tw
may fitly be said.

Tho writer of the report, being a highly sensitiv <
spiritual creature, was much disturbed at the cbhara
ter of the meetings. They were large gatherings,00
the majority agreed with Mr. Foote; they were entn
siastio in their admiration, and when he score”™ 0
point they went into transports of delight. On t ~
other band they did not appreciate Dr. Warsohauer
points, and so the meetings had a curious effect up0”®
his delicate nature. “ It jarred one’'s nerves, b°
one’s sensibilities, and gave one a curious hnugfri
empty, dreary feeling.” Poor fellow ! In fact,
seemed to him that many of the audience did n
actually disbelieve in God, but that they “ reluctan J
acknowledged his existence,” and were anxious
defy him and show how much better they were t"
he. At last we are discovered ! All our pretensi®
of disbelief are shattered, and we are exposed in
true character—trembling before a God whom
“ reluctantly acknowledge ” and keeping up e0_
other’s coarage by an exhibition of mutual a
How the poor devil of a reporter must have suite »
having to spend two nights in the company of B e
people ! Perhaps, though, all it means is that
writer's Theism was getting sadly damaged i° ~0
oourse of the discussion. He does admit that s°
of Dr. Warsohauor's rejoinders were unsatisfa0
and in that, at least, he and the bulk of the audie
were in perfect agreement.

There is a curious description of Mr. Foot jr
“ tall, austere looking, with long, straight, ~ flo™eard
[which he never possessed] turning grey, a b a
but no side whiskers, he might bo mistaken Q
Methodist local proacher or Nonoonformist deaco »
Scotch elder.” We are nut sure whether his des°®
tion is intended for humor or not—although
should hardly think that A. D. (really A. Dawson« ™ 0
editor of the New Theology weekly), the writer 0 ~ j8
article, is blessed with mnoh of that quality. * jt
intended for humor, it strikes us as very poor,
is not—well, those who know Mr. Footo can
the sentence. And when A. D. explains fka jO
attitude of the religious world towards Mr. foy
was due to the “tone and style of oontro> fl
jormerly adopted by him on the platform a .%al

his paper,” wo can only remark that extreme ,Sity
sensitiveness is not, as usual, incompatible

of statement and cowardly innuendo. The Free . jjt-
has always been what is is now, drastio, str
forward, plain of speech, uncompromising. Ml

never been more than that, and we trust 1 . to
never be less. And Mr. Footo has always g~t0O
exhibit the same qualities on the platform- o0fs
ments of this kind, made in quarters where no P ftrQ,
will bo called for, and where none are offfre free’
wo repeat, not only false but cowardly. Tb ™ j0 a

thinker and its editor have not changed; Ofit-
section of the Christian world that are now  w0*0
ing as advanced thought teachings tha”™ O( *

common-place in the Freethinker a quarte

century ago.
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“ No one,” says the sapient A. D., “ could listen to
the debate last week without realising that the Theist
exemplified the modern spirit and the scientific
Method...... On the other hand, Mr. Foote did not
always make his points clearly; his vocabulary was
®ore limited and his phrasing looser than that of
aia opponent.” We do not want to express any
opinion concerning the debate, but we may point out

passing that the use of a few scientific words does
not prove that one either appreciates the modern

spirit or understands scientific method. Those who
know Mr. Foote will be best able to gauge the
probable accuracy of A. D.'s comment. The Presi-

dent of the N. S. S. has been accused of many things,
hot we do not think inability to make himself intel-
igible has hitherto been charged against him. Per-
haps A. D. only means that some of the points were
pot intelligible to him, and on that point his decision
13 final. We can only point out that a speaker’s
power is limited to supplying arguments. Some con-
ribution—of another kind—must be made by those
~bo listen. A. D. is so satisfied of his superiority
hat he felt he “ could easily make out a stronger
°ase against Theism ” than did Mr. Foote. We can
°nly say that Dr. Warschauer was fortunate in not
aving A. D. for an opponent.

We can quite believe that Mr. Foote’s points were
hot always dear to A. D. For instance, against the
pretonsions of those who claim knowledge of what
>8 behind phenomena, Mr. Foote quietly remarked

at he was only a poor ordinary mortal, etc.; where-

Pon A. D. sharply reproves him for adopting forms of
peech that savor of Uriah Heep. Again, replying to
/ me point, Dr. Warschauer recommended Mr. Foote
0 read Lecky’s History of nationalism. Again came
likr ab< Barca8™° thanks for reference to a book

D e4 90ky’8<" 80 recondite and almost inaccessible.”
~ War8chauer retOrted that a cheap edition of the

a°rk ka(i just been published. A. D. chronicles this

Id °p6 e P°'nt8 made by Dr. Warschauer. |If
thr'i i OtOeneage8 *n an°ther debate, and he wishes
hi i(”’ns”ton Commonwealth man to understand him,
corn"*5” an supply the reporter with a
int tnentary as to which portions of his remarks are
jooen™  seriously. Really, we would advise that
O/ na* next time it selects a representative to pick
B °no wbo *a blessed with a little of the saving
86 of humor.
tin*16 other word, in conclusion. A. D. says—this
atee RurtO correctly—that publio debates on religion
but n 88 frefiveirt than they used to be. Quite so;
awa  *8n°k Freethinkers. They are
°ther8«r6a?y> if the proper man to represent tho
Cri = 6*8 bo f°UJQF To put it quite plainly,
San8 fight shy of debates, not, as A. D.
k&cau 8 beoause they do not advance truth, but
va[Ue8G let in too much light on the nature and
g Go: ol ~kristian belief. Christians have tried
loss ifr aD™ kbe result has taught them that the
their t vevora hear of the other side the better for
gilh aibh  This is the real reason why all tho reli-
ant HaPGI8 Wore silent before tho debate oconrred,
is pan- f Freethinker alone advertised it. It
A p). °f khe religious policy of silence and fear.
ouggestion that debatos are less
asono® f eCa<?8GBome regard “ Theism and Atheism”
the nin®°i “be iooues that died a natural death during
There -ent” cenkury i0 simPIy .siII%/,
t h e no civilised country in the world where
Atheis PGr°f Atheists is not increasing. To speak of
Oootfie as an issue that is dead, is absurd. There is
°f vita/ 183 °* efiual importance. It is tho only issue
by the cj'fin*ficanoe. All the other issues discussed
ahce by arcbea and ohapels are of trifling import-
Aith thoNi?”ar*80n’ antf arQ °en given prominence
j"is One °hvious hope of distracting attention from
been 6nl 7~0 ®axton Hall Meetings should have
how thO Prove how vital this issue is, and
8Wn n ?aQse of Atheism has grown. This was
Hfoby tb °n”™ by the enthusiasm of Atheists, but
.eb&te8 s 9 chaltened temper of Theists. That these
~\Ver?on0°- a”'vance th9 cause of truth is self-evident.
19the better for having his or her opinions
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subjected to authoritative criticism. Whether they
advance the causa of Christian Theism is another
qguestion. We have our own opinion on that point,
and so have Christians; and their opinion is indica-
ted by their unwillingness to engage in discussion
with properly qualified opponents. P p

The Apocalypse.—Y,

(Continued from p. 230.)

The author of the grand apocalyptic vision com-
mences by stating that he saw “ a door opened in
heaven ” and heard a voice, “as of a trumpet,”
saying “ Come up hither, and | will shew thee the
things which must come to pass hereafter” (Eev.
iv. 1). If we believe the writer, that favored indi-
vidual saw all he describes in the book as soenes in
a kind of drama that took place in heaven, the per-
formance being for his own especial benefit. Not
only so, but he wrote down all he saw and heard on
that celestial stage then and there (see Rev. x. 4):
this must be distinctly understood. At the end of
his account the writer further says: “ And | John
am he that heard and saw these things ” (Rev. xxii. 8).
There can therefore be no doubt as to what the
author intended his readers to believe. But, before
going further, we must see what Josephus has to
say upon this matter. That historian says of the
Easenes -—

“ There are also among them who undertake to fore-
tell things to come by reading the holy books, and using
several sorts of purifications, and being perpetually con-
versant in the discourses of tho prophets.”

The “ holy books ” were the Jewish soriptures, which,
of course, included the “ Prophets,” the latter being
believed by all pious and patriotic Jews to contain
predictions inspired by God, which would un-
doubtedly, some day, be fulfilled. And, this being
the case, it would not be very difficult for an eduoated
Jew who was “ perpetually conversant in the dis-
courses of the prophets” to draw from that source
materials for a narrative which the majority of his
countrymen would receive as “ things which must
come to pass hereafter." The question therefore
arises: Is tho “ Book of Revelation” a work of the
character suggested ? We shall see.

To return to the narrative in the Apocalypse.
writer saysi—

“ And behold, there was a throne set in heaven, and
ono sitting upon tho throno; and he that sat was to
look upon like a jasper stone and a sardius: and there
was a rainbow round about the throne” (Rev. iv. 2—8;.

The question now is: Did the writer see what ho
here describes ? or had he road something like it in
ono of the “ holy books ” ?  For answer | turn to one
of “ the discourses of tho Prophets” in tho holy
book of Ezekiel.

“ And abovo the firmament....... was the likeness of a
throno, as the appearance of a sapphire stone : and upon
the likeness of a throno was the likeness as the appear-
ance of a man upon it above....... As the appearance of
the bow that is in tho cloud in the day of rain, so was
the appearance of tho brightness round about” (Ezek i.
26, 28).

This really looks as if our friend “ John the Esseno”
had employed the method mentioned by Josephus.
In the “ holy book,” however, it was the throno—not
the Lord God—that had the appearance of jasper or
sapphire stone.

Continuing, the writer goes on to say that “ round
about tho throne were four and twenty thrones,”
upon which were seated four and twenty elders in
white garments, and that standing before the
Almighty’s throne “ were seven lamps of fire burning
....... whioh are the seven Spirits of God” (Rev. iv.
4—5). Next he says i—

N Round about the throne were four living creatures
....... the first creature was like a lion, and the second
creature like a calf, and the third creature had a face as
of a man, and the fourth creatnre wan like a flying

The
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eagle. And the four living creatures having each one
of them six wings, are full of eyes round about and
within : and they have no rest day and night, saying,
Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God, the Almighty, which
was and which is and which is to come ” (Rev. iv. 6—38).

Turning again to the same discourse in the “ holy
book ” of Ezekiel, and to a second discourse in the
“holy book” of lIsaiah, and to a third discourse in
the “ holy book ” of Enooh, we find the following:—

* Out of the midst thereof came the likeness of four
living creatures....... and every one had four faces, and
every one had four wings....... they had the face of a
man ; and they four had the face of a lion on the right
side; and they four had the face of an ox on the left
side; they four had also the face of an eagle....... and
they four had their rings full of eyes round about”
(Ezek. i. 5, 6, 10, 18).

“ | saw the Lord sitting upon a throne....... above him
stood the seraphim: each one had six wings....... and
one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the
Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory ”
(Isa. vi. 2—3).

“ Thenthe Seraphim, the Cherubim, and the Ophanin
surrounded it: these are they who never sleep, but
watch the throne of his glory ” (Enoch Ixx. 9).

Here, beyond the smallest shadow of a doubt, are
the passages from which the writer “ John ” took his
ideas. His so-called vision was a pious fraud.
Knowing nothing of heaven, he copied the nonsen-
sical statements he found in the “ holy books,” and
fitted them into his Apocalypse. His twenty-four
elders sitting upon thrones around that of the
Almighty is the only portion, so far, that may be
called original. He probably thought that a Jewish
counoil of twenty-four upright elderly men, all well
versed in the Jewish laws, merited such a position,
and that their presence would add dignity to the
judgments of the Almighty. But how any sane man
could imagine that the Lord God was attended by
such hideous “ living creatures ” almost passes under-
standing. The only excuse for the writer is that he
found them so described in writings which he
believed to be the inspired Word of God, and having
no knowledge of how the Almighty lived in heaven,
he thought he could not be wrong in reproducing
what three crack-brained prophets had declared they
had actually beheld. But, even in the case of the
latter, there might be pleaded “ extenuating circum-
stances”; for had not the Lord God two man-headed
winged bulls, called Cherubim, in the inner compart-
ment of his holy temple, placed with their wings
extended over the holy ark of the covenant. It was,
therefore, not unfair to infer that the Lord delighted
in such monstrosities, and always had some of them
around him as a guard of honor in heaven. The
only charge that might be brought against these
prophets is that one of them, Ezekiel, had taken the
liberty of inventing a new variety of the genus
Cherub.

In the next chapter we have the scene in which
“ the Lamb ” first appears, which was noticed when
dealing with interpolations. The Lamb has taken
the place of “ the Lion that is of the tribe of Judah”
(Rev. v. 5), the only one accounted worthy “ to open
the book and to loose the seals thereof.” This
“ Lion,” as then stated, was borrowed from 2 Esdras;
but why he does not appear in the drama | cannot
imagine—unless, indeed, the Christians who took
over the book changed his name into that of “ the
Lamb.”

In verse 11 of this chapter the writer says :—

“And | saw, and | beard a voice of many angels
round about the throne....... and the number of them
was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of
thousands.”

If we turn now to the “holy books” wo find the
following:—
Enoch xI. 1.—* After this | beheld thousands of thou-

sands, and ten thousand times ten thousand, and an
infinite number of people standing before the Lord of

spirits.”
Dan. vii. 10.—* Thousand thousands ministered unto
him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before

him.”
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In verses 13—14 of the same chapter the writer of
the Apocalypse says i —

“ And every created thing which is in the heaven,
and on the earth, and under the earth, and on the sea
and all things that are in them, heard | saying, Unto
him that sitteth on the throne be the blessing, and the
honor, and the glory, and the dominion, for ever ad
ever. And the four living creatures said Amen. And
the elders fell down and worshiped.”

The idea of “ every created thing” in heaven and
earth simultaneously praising the Hebrew deity
even more absurd than the Lord’s “ four living crea-

tures but the statement was suggested to the
writer by the following passages in the *“ holy
books” :—

Song of tho Three Children.—“ O ye angels of the
Lord, bless ye the Lord : praise and exalt him above al
for ever....... O ye whales, and all that move in tne
waters, bless ye the Lord, praise and exalt him, etc..----
O ye fowls of the air, bless ye the Lord, praise an
exalt him, etc....... 0 all ye beasts and cattle, bless y®
the Lord, praise and exalt him, etc....... 0 ye children o
men, bless ye the Lord : praise and exalt him above a

for ever ” (verses 37, 57—60).
Psalm cl. 6.—*“ Let everything that hath breath prais

the Lord.
This universal praise of the Creator by creature®
lacking intelligence concludes the chapter.
chapter vi. “the Lamb ” is represented as opening
the seals of the scroll or book he had taken from the
hand of the Almighty, the unfastening of each sea
being followed by some unusual occurrence. At the
opening of the first seal, there appeared a man up00
a white horse ; at the opening of the second, a man
upon a red horse; at the opening of the third, a man
upon a black horse ; at the opening of the fourth» 9
man upon a “ pale horse,” whose name was Deatn»
“ and Hades followed with him ” (Rev. vi. 2—38).
idea of the opening of the seals appears to be origin® ’
but the horses were suggested by the following PaS
sages in one of the “ holy books ” :(—

Zech. i. 8—10.—“ |1 saw in the night, and behoW 9
man riding upon a red horse....... and behind him tu°

were horses red, sorrel, and white....... These are," tv,0
whom the Lord sent to walk to and fro through

earth.”
Zech. vi. 2- -3.—"“ In the first chariot were rod horse®’

an_d in thg secor_]d chariot black_ horses; and m
third chariot white horses ; and in the fourth cbari®
grisled bay horses.”

After the appearance of the black horse the_ ffr~
of tho “ Revelation ” says: “ And | heard as it
a voice....... saying, A measure of wheat for a pe” b
and three measures of barloy for a penny” G~
vi. 6). The writer also says of the riders Death a
Hades: “ And there was given unto them author
to Kill with sword, and with famine, and ~
pestilence, and by the wild beasts of the oar 'j
These statements would seem to have been sugg®
by the following passages in the “ holy bosks

2 Esd. xvi. 21.—" Behold, victuals shall bo so 8
and cheap upon the earth, that they shall think 1
selves to be in good case, and oven then shall evil* g
upon the earth, sword, famine, and great confusion-

Ezek. xiv. 21— For thus saith the Lord <°dir
when | send my four sore judgments upon Jeru®
the sword, and tho famine, and the noisomo boas1®
tho pestilence,” etc. 0

The further elucidation of this subject I must ~
to the next paper; but, even without parsuio®
matter further, there cannot, | think, be much

as to tho method employed by the writer, DO(@-0
not see and hear the matters ho describes w”eD otu0

the spirit” (R9V. iv. 2); neither did he g
acquainted with them through the medianl . gff
ileaven-sent vision. Ho was wide awake jfl.

engaged in the composition of his so-called “ R
tion,” and, like most of the educated Essenes, ba[rei
by continual reading of tho “ holy books ” 9¢(10 o0
an intimate knowledge of the contents of all .j &®
called Jewish sacred writings, apocryphal as
canonical. abracadAbbA’

(To be continued.)



Apeil 16, 1911

Correspondence.

“THE LAND 0’ THE LEAL.”
TO THH EDITOR OF

Sir—Your correspondent, “ E. B.,” evidently animadverts
on what he regards as my blunder in supposing that the
"Land o' the Leal” depicts a dying wife addressing her
husband, and not a dying husband addressing his wife. |
utn not a Scotchman, but | based my interpretation on two
things. First, " Jean ” is usually the Christian name of a
“an, such as Jean Paul Richter; while “ Jeanne” is the
Christian name of a woman, such as Jeanne d’Albert
or Jeanne d'Arc. | am aware, however, that Burns calls
the bonnie lassie,” “ the lassie | lo'e best,” “Jean.1 In
the second place, what suggested my article was an address
on the pathetic lyric by Mr. Charles Jordan, M.A., LL.B., of
Greenock, who, referring to Lady Nairn’s eighty-seven songs,
Rays: » «The Land o’ the Leal’ is, without doubt, the finest
of them all, for it belongs to the universal human heart. It
represents a Scottish matron who is on her death-bed, and
soon about to pass away, taking a last farewell of her beloved
husband, with whom she has lived happily for many years.”
| may say, farther that, in reciting the verses, Mr. Jordan
translated “ Jean ” into the English “ John.” If Mr. Jordan,
ebster's Dictionary, and | are mistaken, | should dearly
OVe to be convinced of the fact. j_ t. L1oyd.

“ THE FREETHINKER.”

THE BISHOP OF LONDON.

TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER."

I have been following the course of the Bishop of
ondon’s “ Lenten Mission” as reported in the columns of
“he Church Time». Asis his habit, ho has been making some
extraordinary statements, to one of which | should like to
call yonr attention in case you have not seen it.
The Bishop makes a practice during this Mission of invi-
,'ug the sending in to him of questions, which he “ answers
the pulpit!
had Is™" eMllesday week, at St. Stephen's Church, Twicken-
AW 1 6 ~ow™8 question was put to him: “ How can
Afte'r k Hod a”ow a villain to misuse a young child?”
onto*J°hsetvir® that thia WB©O “ & teddule) Gueation which
one s very heart,” the Bishop proceeded :(—

I can only answer that by saying that when God endowed

i with freewill he knew the risk he was running, and he,

kn hIS r 's™om’ thought it worth while to run the risk. He

ew there was the risk of some devil in human form using

c; treewill to do a thing like this. But God, of course,

es for the child, and in some way or other, perhaps by

3 agencies which are at work among us—preventive and

agencies—he will try and restore that child. We

thi ’ 10wever. face this fact that wo are free to do the worst

= n8 and we must not blame God if a man uses his freewill
j the most dastardly purpose.”

sPecimU”N °a’y say Bishop’s languago is as gross a
Fancy puU” au”fir°Pomorphism as | remember to have seen.
joorth  j . Anoujinp lie was running a risk, and thinking it
And ha run an<™ ~Jen trying to restoro the child.

He tti,,°4V Patronising of Dr. Winnington-Ingram to say that

% tl DOt blame God- . .

Pat jn 10 Way'tho Bishop has himself answered tho question
priest y°ur " Acid Drops ” as to his choice of a doctor or a
Jfarob R)) M1Q Case Alness. Ho says (Church Times,

dllj ~my case, | should sond for the best doctor or surgeon,
te u ahould believe he came to me from Jesus Christ,
°ur ra0> 18 "'Meriting or carrying on one great branch of

taithf’i BWor'c on earth...... | should also send for the most
in c~ul Pr>est—if | were living in a parish, the one who was

work&”™4 Of my soni—and ask him, pari pattu, with the

coverv* t °t the doctor, to pray earnestly for my re-

side .« xshould believe that he was carrying on the other
Bat t* °f our Lord’s work.”

M1 with~MA A0ct°r could hardly be got to attend a poor

a 'vite and family to keep.
J. T ompkins.

Camberwell Branch N. S. S.

i'll take L&sting of the members of the above Brand
Aennin,f Pace at the Lambeth Baths Committee Roorr

comn.aHoad- S.E., on Friday, April 21, at 8.30 p.m., th
a'Scus8 *i It'eo being anxious to reorganise tho Branch am
Uganda i° arran8etnents already made for the outdoor pro
!10ce,ve ann Bt°ckwell Park, commencing on May 7 ; also t
i full atty ~ogoationa or offers of help at these meetings
6C), ij j~ c o is earneitlj Gfjuested.—He arimn (Hon

I0n Houses, Brief-street, Camberwell, S.E.
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WORKING CLASSES AND SECULAR EDUCATION.

The working-class leaders, who really value education as
the best friend of their order, are anxious to see the religions
quarrel in the schoolroom ended. They know that it stands
in the way of the educational improvement they desire. It
is quite beyond question that the religious quarrel has been
a serious hindrance to the development of national educa-
tion. England will never take her proper place in the van
of educational progress until the State leaves religion in the
hands of those who should care for it, and organises education
on a scientific and civic basis. The Labor leaders see this quite
clearly; they are prompted by interest as well as by principle
in their support of secular education. In the second place,
the triumph of secular education is certain, apart altogether
from its justice. No other solution of the religious difficulty
is possible. Ecclesiastical quarrels end when public interest
in them ceases, or when there is only one side left in con-
sequence of the most powerful sect having destroyed or
swallowed its rivals. Such a conclusion is inconceivable in
England. There is no one Church powerful enough to end
this controversy. The rivalry has continued ever since the
Education Act of 1870 ; it has grown more bitter every year,
and the relative strength of the Churches remains practically
unchanged. It was that rivalry, even more than the formal
vote of the House of Lords, that killed Mr. Birrell'’s Educa-
tion Bill, and it was owiDg to that rivalry that the Bills of
Mr. McKenna and Mr. Runciman were still-born. And as
the bitter rivalry shows no signs of ceasing, or even abating;
and as the Government has learnt already, through three
futile Education Bills, what this really means in practice—
and the English public have learnt it too—it is hardly
probable that any fresh effort will be made by the Govern-
ment to carry a Religious Education Bill in the midst of
sectarian contentions, with the certainty of gaining more
hatred from those it displeases than gratitude from those it
only half satisfies. Some day or other—and sooner, as Dr,
Inge and Dr. Sadler perceive, rather than later—the Govern-
ment will be driven into introducing a Secular Education
Bill (though probably not under that name) as the only way
out of an intolerable situation.—Halley Stewart, “ The Policy
of Secular Education,” Nineteenth Century—and After
(April).

Experience taught her [Alison Cleave] that in their rela-
tion with an Everlasting Father, men and women have to
do most of the work, if the friendship is to succeed. She
asked less and less of her guides, trusted herself more and
more. She believed that God helps those who help them-
selves; bui life seemed to show her that He was juBt as
ready to help those who did not. That was called luck.—
Eden Phillpotts, “ Demeter's Daughter.”

National Secular Society.
*

Report of Monthly E xecutive Meeting held on April 6.

The President, Mr. G. W. Foote, occupied the chair. There
were also present: Messrs. Barry, Cohen, Cowell, Davies,
Hoaford, Noate, Roger, Samuels, Thurlow, Rosetti, and
Davidson.

Tho minutes of tho previous moeting were read and con-
firmed, and tho monthly cash statement was presented and
adopted.

New members wore received from tho following Branches :
Birmingham, Edmonton, Islington, Liverpool, and tbo Parent
Society.

Tho President reported the attendance of the delegates at
the meetings of the Rationalist Peace Society and tho
Secular Education League.

Re the Annual Conference, tho Birmingham invitation was
accepted, and it was resolved that tho Conference bo held
this year in Birmingham.

The Secretary was instructed to Bend out the usual cir-
culars asking for notices of motion for tho Agenda, etc.

The Secretary reported a grant of JC20 from tho Secular
Society, Ltd.

It was decided that the next Social Evening should bo held
at Anderton’s Hotel on the first Thursday in May.

E. M. Vance, General Secretary.

Obituary.

It is with deep regret that | have to record the death of
Mrs. Isabella Henderson, wife of Wm. Henderson, at the age
of 56. She was a devoted member of tho Glasgow Branch
of tho N.S.S., a grand woman, and a noble Freethinker.
Our sympathy goes out to the bereaved husband, who has
lost his wife and two daughters within tho last few months.
Mr. Turnbull carried out the Secular Burial Service.—John
F. Turnuuliln.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday,
and be marked “ Lecture Notice” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
Outdoor.

Istington Branch N. S. S. (Highbury Corner): Good Friday,
at 6, lvan Paperno, “ The Atonement.” Sunday, 12 noon, Ivan
Paperno and Walter Bradford.

West Hah Brunch N.S.S. (outside Maryland Point Station,
Stratford): 7, W. J. Kamsey, ” The Insane Christ.”

COUNTRY.
I ndoor.

Ehondda Branch N. S.S. (Parry’s Temperance Bar, Tony-
pandy): 3, Thomas Evans, “ The Origin and Evolution of
Music.”

Outdoor.

Burnley (Market Square) : Joseph A. E. Bates—Thursday,
April 13, at 7.30, “ Jesus Christ in the Light of Higher Criticism
Friday, April 14, at 7.30, “ Credulities in Decay”; Sunday,
April 16, at 2.45, “ The Influence of Paganism on Christian
Teaching 7.30, “ Some Chapters from Christian History.”

Nelson (Market Square) : Joseph A. E. Bates—Tuesday,
April 18, at 7.30. “ Gods—Ancient and Modern”; Wednesday,
April 19, at 7.30, “ Death—and After ?”

Ralph Oicklewood,

A Twentieth Century Critical and Rational
Exposé of Cnristian Mythology.

(In the Form of a Novel.)

By STEPHEN FITZ-STEPHEN.
A Well-Wisher of the Human Family.

388 pages, cloth. Price 3s. 6d.

Post Free.

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.
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BUSINESS CARDS.

Short advertisements are inserted under this heading at the rate

of 2s. per half inch and 3s. 6d. per inch. No advertisement

under this heading can be less than 2s. or extend beyond one
inch. Special terms for several continuous insertions.

PROPAGANDIST LEAFLETS. New Issue. 1. Hunting
Skunks, G. W. Foote ; 2. Bible and Teetotalism, J. M. Wheeler,
3. Principles of Secularism, C. Watts; 4. Where Are Y°
Hospitals? R. Ingersoll. 5. Because the Bible Tells f
So, W. P. Ball. Often the means of arresting attention
and making new members. Price 6d. per hundred, P®
free 7d. Special rates for larger quantities. Samples o
receipt of stamped addressed envelope.—N. S. S. Secret/An >
2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

HARRY BOULTER, the Freethinker's Tailor, 108 City-r°/~
(2nd floor), opposite Old-st. Tube Station. Suits from 37s « <
Ladies’ Costumes from 45s. Catholics, Churchmen, J@"]
and Nonconformists support their own. Go thou and do li
wise !

THE

MARTYRDOM OF HYPATIA-

An Address delivered at Chicago by
M. M. MANGASARIAN.

Will be forwarded, post free, for

THREE HALFPENCE.

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, B-6-

FLOWERS « FREETHOUGHT

By G. W. FOOTE.

First Series, cloth - - -
Second Series oioth - - - -

-2s. 63.
2s. 6d.

. i10*
The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farrlngdon-stree{,

SOCIETY

(LIMITED)

Company Limited by Guarantee,

Registered Office—2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON. E.C.

Chairman of Board of Directors—Mr. G. W. FOOTE.

Secretary—Miss E. M. VANCE.

This Society was ormed in 1898 to afford legal security to the
acquisition and application of funds for Secular purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society’s
Objects are :—To promote the principle that human conduct
should he based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super-
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper
end of all thought and action. To promoto freedom of inquiry.
To promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com-
plete secularisation of the State, etc., etc. And to do all such
lawful things as are conducive to such objects. Also to have,
hold, receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised,
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of
the purposes of the Bociety.

The liability of members is limited to £1, in case the Society
should ever be wound up and the assets were insufficient to cover
liabilities—a most unlikely contingency.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent
yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Bociety has a considerable number of members, but a much
larger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be
gained amongst those who read this announcement. All who join
it participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of
its resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa-
tion that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from
the Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in
any way whatever.

The Society’s affairs are managed by an elected Board of
Directors, consisting of not less than five and not more than
twelve members, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) each year,

but aro capable of re-election. An Annual General Meet!

members must be held in London, to receive the Report.
new Directors, and transact any other business that may  jteb,
Being a duly registered body, the Secular Sooiety, k1 ijy.

can receive donations and bequests with absolute s®
Those who aro in a position to do so are invited to “eir
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favor *nByQjj.
wills.  On this point there need not be the slightest appreliecUtor3
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The eeuwr3of
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary cO ip
administration. No objection of any kind has been ra'
connection with any of the wills by which the Socie j
already been benefited.
The Society’s solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Batto

Rood-lane, Fenchurch-street, London, E.C.

A Form of Bequest—The following is a sufficient
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators:—* |
“ bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited, the sum ?2Jrej by
* free from Legacy Duty, and | direct that a receipt Bsctetory
“ two members of the Board of the said Society and the be 00
“ thereof shall be a good discharge to my Executors
‘ said Legacy.”

Friends of the Society who have remembered it in tlieet9ry
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the ®e°wjjo »
the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairman,

(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential. This is110 . aid,
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or
their contents have to be established by competent test

o

N
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national secular society.

) President: G. W. FOOTE.
mry: Miss E M. Vance, 2 Nowcastle-st., London, E.C.

o Principles and Objects.
€C0yaeism teaches that conduct should be based on reason
™e°wledge. It knows nothing of divine guidance or
r etf@ence; it excludes supernatural hopes and fears; it
garas happiness as man’s proper aim, and utility as his
°rai guide.
Li,er ™ affirms that Progress is only possible through
seek t WEl'ck faa" onco a right and a duty ; and therefore
m., removc every barrier to the fullest equal freedom of
th°ugh , action, and speech.
as RJar;fm? declares that theology is condemned by reason
“Potions, and by experience as mischievous, and
go S, ~he historic enemy of Progress,
spread ar’'sm accordingly seeks to dispel superstition; to
mot |- ®ducation ; to disestablish religion; to rationalise
toate =i’ £0 Prom®i'0 peace ; to dignify labor; to extend
thO pggpj Weh-being ; and to realise the self-government of

A Membership.

follow- person *3 eligible as a membor on signing the
“1 s'8.declaration :—
pleck. desfre to join the National Secular Society, and |

o ff admitted as a member, to co-operate in
~tooting its objects.”

Name....
~ddress.
Occupation

Dated this................ day Of . e

tou!P8 declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary
1o a subscription.
“e--Beyond a minimum of Two Shillings per year, every
member is left to fix his own subscription according to
Btueans and interest in the causo.

wW  Inmadate Practical Objects.

t). , legitimation of Boquosts to Secular or other Free-
r.irght Societies, for the maintenance and propagation of
cnn!r??°x opinions on matters of religion, on the same
Or ‘hens as apply to Christian or Theistio churches or
‘gvwusations.

I>.(.? Abolition of the Blasphemy Laws, in order that

tut*fldll may ho canvassed as freely as othor subjects, with-
T>fai  huo or imprisonment.

Q disestablishment and Disendowmont of the btato
Th ?? 'n England, Scotland, and Wales.
iH o Abolition of all Religious Teaching and Bible Reading

b%‘he State or other educational establishments supported

child® dponing of all endowed educational institutions to the
Tim” and y°uth of all classes alike,
of gn Abrogation of all laws interfering with tho froe use

~  for bhe purposo of culturo and recreation ; and the
an} , y °Pening of State and Municipal Museums, Libraries,
A n Galleries.

. of tho Marriage Laws, especially to secure
urfl i JLgklee for husband and wife, and a roasonablo liberty

T hadility &f divarco- and women, so

tW hniiE<*Ualisation of th0 l0gal Stt tUf sexual distinctions.
Tl W Ights may h° indepéndent of so_ vioience, and

bpa Q{Det%qlg&%]f qﬁ&;@lW@@\ﬁmda}ﬁ!équ plfofit out of their

~nature labor. . i and priviler%es,
10°p ®Abolition of all horoditary distmcti human

~Sheod 8pitit antagOni8ti° 1

4iybe Improvementby all just and wise raca = especially
in 2,8 0f daily life for tlio masses of thoJfa commodious

dv.>?nis and cities, where insanitary ns0 physical
and the want of open BPa® { family life..
e3a and disease, and the dotoriora organiso
E:élimw Itiaonigmf)f_tho right and duty of Labortoo b . .
out m ' “““Uieon of tho idea of Ref°r . aoia
I o w fhe treatment of criminals, so mgtO aoteayi no
but boPlaces of brutalisation, or eve Novation ifer;

th o fc8°f Physical, intellectual, and “ & Cies.
An aie afflicted with anti-social tend A 1QBccur0
tHartension of the moral law to _'against cruelty.
N et | PrOref- aud the substi-
tlJ]TCkl]’? to?arrgtlon o) Pea%ec%e%enna — t gfsunte}-

ba%l\dwﬁ&tlon for War in tho sottlemen
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