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O eternal sleep, death of the passions, the burial of
failures, follies, bitter recollections, the end of fears,
welcone sleep '—R. H. White (Mark Rutherford).

The Bible and the King.

June {8 the month of roses. It is the month of
Months. Everything is at the height of its fresh-
e s and beauty. The weather is not too hot and
the days are still lengthening. Nature is yet crescent.
No whisper of mortality and desolation creeps
amongst the vivid green leaves of the loaded trees.
With a fine June day, and health, and freedom, a
~an might well exclaim “ Now are wo at the top of
happy hours,” and laugh at time and fate, and mock
at death itself.

June also—to compare small things with great—is
this year the month of the King's Coronation.
Crowds, bustle, and ostentation will be the order of
the day. Monarchy will put on all its finery, and
the mob will be dazzled,—although all the display of
human vanity will be as nothing to the “ miracle
af the summer flowers. What are the costliest
Bing's robes to the flash of the underwing of the
commonest bird ovorhead? What is the domo of
‘he proudest building to the glorious sunlit sky?
What indeed are all the pompous doings of the

great ones ” of the earth to the smile of a beloved
~oman or the laughter and the clinging fingers of a
dear and happy child ?

But the Coronation will have its way. King
peorge will go to Westminster Abbey and bo anoin-
ted with holy oil by the Arohbishop of Canterbury,
‘pter that performance he will be every inoh a king.

util then he is only a half-and-half affair. lie has
? legal right to the throne, and the public favor, but
19 lacks the grace of God. Archbishop Davidson will
Bpply him with that in June.

it was only a few years ago that King Edward was
O be crowned in June. Everything was ready,
Ucluding the Archbishop of Canterbury, and his
°°ly oil, and his grace of God ; everything was ready
Trout the King. Without informing the Archbishop,
‘ue Lord had decided to postpone the Coronation
“Util October. King Edward was prostrated with
apé)endicitis, and had to take his place on

operating table instead....of.....his....place in
E%ﬁ,tminim{ Alkey. Xha&t was one disappoint-
ibl” there was another. A Coronation
hia ? Was Sot ready for the King. He was to lay
dhbea<* uP°n N and Kkiss it at the Westminster
tor y Performance. It was, of course, a Bible fit
Hues! aiDg ' Pouted in beautiful new typo on the
kind “fat>or, and bound by the best artists in that
present 'vork* utterly regardless of expense. The
Bible s WaS PrePare(t By the British and Foreign
~tobhi kClety WB*> 1Q an evH hour, wanted the
~pect'i-0" °t. Canterbury to call at their office and

andtheb’ ~race “inured the print, the paper,
be fO Binding; but ho damned the volume when

% p it did not contain the OIld Testament
at aii /Pual ” books. He said it wasn't a Bible

" only half a Bible—and the King
Sr««"ves a miserable apology for

But W 0rdagonk ,F S King did accept it,

Balace. a“ almost smuggled into Buckingham
16% and was not used at the Coronation.
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The Archbishop saw to that. King George’'s Coro-
nation Bible is all right in this respect. It
contains the delightful tale of Bel and the Dragon,
and the delectable story of Susanna and the Elders,
and the midnight adventures of Mistress Judith and
General Holofernes. And the worthy Archbishop is
filled with sweet satisfaction.

We understand that this Coronation Bible was the
one recently presented to King George by a deputa-
tion from the Christian Churches headed by the
Archbishop of Canterbury—in celebration of the
tercentenary of the Authorised Version. God is no
respecter of persons, they say—indeed the Bible
says; but God's professional representatives do not
share his sublime impartiality. Instead of present-
ing the King with a shilling copy, neatly but
strongly bound for daily use, they had a copy
specially printed and sumptuously bound, according
to tbe following description in an evening news-
paper :—

“ The Bible presented to his Majesty is a large octavo
volume, measuring llin. by 7}in., printed in small pica
typo. The binding is purple velvet, with silver mounts.
The silver corner pieces bear various crests and badges.
On the upper cover, beginning with the upper dexter
corner, they show (1) a Tudor rose, surmounted by a
Royal crown; (2) the crowned harp of Ireland; (3) a
crowned cross pattee fitchee; this crest without the
crown is the coat-of-arms of Cadwallador, the last king
of the Britons, and shows on his banner on the first
Great Seal of James |.; and (4) the crowned thistle of
Scotland. On the lower cover the corner pieces, taken
in the same order, show (1) a crowned fleur-de-lys;
(2) a crowned lion, the ancient crest of Scotland ; (3) tho
crowned harp, as on the upper cover, and (4) tho
crowned lion crest of England.”

There you are. That's the style. Even the Word
of God must be rare and costly that goes into the
hands of a King.

With the Bible was presented an Address, also
“ got up regardloss,” printed in Old English typo on
hand-made paper, bound in crimson morocco, and
ornamented with the Royal Arms in gold.

The Westminster Gazette was good enough to say
that “ the deputation, like the movement, was
strictly non-sectarian,” and that “ the address was
signed by representatives of every branoh of the
Christian Church.” Indeedl1 Then tho Catholic
Church is no part of tho Christian Church,—which,
as our old friend Euclid says, is absurd. The deputa-
tion was purely Protestant. Tho Catholic Church bans
the Authorised Version. It has an English version
of its own, the Douai, which is not so fine from a
literary point of view, but is often more accurate,
and sometimes throws a curious modern light on the
anoient text. Many people fancy that the Douai
version is a comparatively reocent Catbolio concession
to the demand created by the Protestant Churohes.
As a matter of fact, the Douai version was published
before the Authorised Version.

King George may not have notioed it, but he was
really receiving a Protestant deputation who pre-
sented him with a copy of the Protestant fetish.
When the Archbishop, reading tho Address, called
tho Bible “ the most valuable thing that this world
affords,” he was speaking as a Protestant. No
Catholio could ever talk in that fashion.

The Protestant Churohes, it will be noted, stick to
the Authorised Version. The Revised Version was
prepared for the sake of greater accuracy, at a vast
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expense, by the most eminent scholars. Yet the
Authorised Version holds the field, and will continue
to do so. Why? Because the clergy don't want
accuracy. They want more profitable things. They
want the artificial sanctity of the book which has
come down through many generations, the glamor
of its archaic and musical language, and its designed
and deliberate consecration of Protestant doctrines.
Moreover, there is always a peril in disturbance in
matters of religion. Orthodoxy depends upon peace-
ful continuity of fat-headed acquiescence.

The Bible, it used to be said, is the secret of
England’s greatness. Fraudulent pictures of Queen
Victoria announcing that great truth used to be in
general circulation. England’s coal and iron, and
her geographical position, had, of course, nothing to
do with her greatness. It was all owing to the
Bible—that is to say, to Christianity—that is to say,
to the Church—that is to say, to the Protestant
Church; for the people who declare that the Bible is
the secret of England’s greatness are equally ready
to assure you that the Catholic Churoh has been her
principal curse. But the Address to the King sang
a little smaller. Listen :—

“ The growth and strength of the Empire owes much
to the English Bible. It has sweetened life ; it has set
a standard of pure speech ; it has permeated literature
and art; it has helped to remove social wrongs and to
ameliorate conditions of labor ; it has modified the laws
of the realm and Bhaped the national character, and it
has fostered international comity and goodwill among
men.”

Words, words, words ! We are glad that the King
did not follow the Archbishop in that foolish line.
He had to go through his Bhare of the business, and
he went through it in a florid little speeoh, probably
written by the competent scribe who is retained for
such occasions. G. W. Foote.

On Cause and Effect.

The fallacies and misunderstandings connected with
the question of causation was one of the subjeots I
had intended to deal with in the course of my article
on “ How Not to Do It.” For various reasons | did not
do so: and indeed the importance of a right under-
standing of causation is great enough, and misunder-
standings of it numerous enough, to justify separate
treatment. There are very few books—even by
scientific writers—that one can pick up in which
one can find the principle of causation stated as it
ought to be stated. Often the way in which it
is stated is of no material consequence to the main
purpose of the work, but often it vitiates the author’s
view of things and leads to a partly erroneous con-
clusion. Science being a search for the conditions
under which phenomena ooour, a right conception of
causation is above all things important.

Between the religious and the non -religions
world, a great deal of controversy turns upon
this question. As has been shown in my pre-
ceding articles, much of the discussion on Mate-
rialism, and the relation of thought to nerve
structure, turns upon what we mean, or what
we ought to mean, by cause and effeot. When the
Spiritualist argues against Materialism because he
cannot see how nervous aotion produces thought, ho
has in mind nervous action as one thing, thought as
another, and the latter produced by the former
in such a way that it is as distinct as a plucked apple
is from the parent tree. And, of course, so long as
this conception is allowed to dominate his mind, a
right solntion of the problem is impossible. Curiously
enough, it is always the Spiritualist who demands the
most materialistic evidence before yielding assent.
And confusion on this head is not confined to the
thoughtless or the untrained. Even giants like Hume
and John Stuart Mill are not impeccable when dealing
with causation ; and where such men stumble lesser
men may well be excused complete loss of equi-
librium.

As an illustration of what has been said, we will
take an examplo from Mill. It will be found in the
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sixth chapter of the second book of his System of
Logic, Dealing with what is known as the ComposI'
tion of Causes, he explains that in some cases “ the
joint effect of causes is the sum of their separate
effects.” As an instance of this he cites the weightor a
chemical compound which is equal to the sum of the
weights of the elements composing it. The illustration
is accurate enough as a mere statement of fact; but by
not keeping in mind the truth that a cause is always
a compound of at least two factors, Mill has cited
as an illustration of the Composition of Caused
something which is not an illustration of cause &ud
effect at all. Ho takes the weight of a cheruioa
compound as the effect of which the separate com-
ponents form the cause. But this is not true.
Weight is an expression of gravitation, and gravita-
tion does not act upon the mass as mass, but upon
the particles composing the mass. The law of gravi-
tation is that every particle of matter attracts every
other particle in direct proportion to the mass, and
inversely to the square of the distance. Thus the
size or mass or combined weight of a body adds
nothing whatever to the phenomena of gravitation-
The atomic weight of a chemical oompound is not a
matter of a composition of causes; its weight Wa
simple sum in addition, because there is here tbO
simple phenomenon of gravitation, and because this
acts on every atom, irrespective of what the number
may be. Gravitation, indeed, is not a “ cause ” of thn
stone falling to the ground ; gravitation is the falling

To constitute a cause, in the scientific sense of
the word, there must be a combination of different
factors. Mill saw this clearly enough in other con-
nections, and the way he dealt with it made a°
admirable reply to a common form of Theistio arg®™
rnent with which | will next deal. There must o>
we are told, an adequate cause for every effeot. Th1
statement is not only a first principle of scientiuO
reasoning, it may be taken as an indispensable datuuj
of all thinking. The dispute between the Theist and
the Atheist is really whether certain alleged cause
are adequate to certain effeots. What the The
really means is, that the properties manifested by a
compound must be discernible in its factors or tbe.
could never emerge. Thus, life cannot be a prodnO
of material forces, because these do not manifest h* '
Nervous action cannot produce consciousness,
cause there is no trace of consciousness in the oon
stituents of nerve structure. When they say “a
effect cannot be greater than its cause,” what they
mean is, that it cannot be different to its cau3’
They ask, How can that which does not possess 1
give life ? as though it were on all fours with t
necessity of a man possessing twenty shillings bcf®
he can present anyone with a sovereign.

Now, the simple reply to this is, that the faot° r,
which combined produce an effect, always “ gV
something which separately they do not posse3j
There is no trace of sweetness in the constituent3°o
sugar of lead, of blueness in the constituents of blug
vitriol. In not a single case, if we are to reason
the Theist reasons concerning life and mind,
there a single cause adequate to its effect; in eaa3
case we should have to assume some occult povvor
responsible for the existence of the effeot. f
matter of faot, we know that two volumeO
hydrogen and one of oxygen produoes Qt
But no knowledge of the qualities of H &a0Jh0y
separately, oould tell us that in combination t® j
would form water. In striot scientific truth it 1879
the very essence of causation that there shall ~
present in the effect some quality or qualiti® ®
present in the factors of whioh it is the expressi0.'
In studying an effect, it is the qualities of a coin
nation with which we are concerned, and bad n
been always borne in mind, a great deal of ink
have been saved and much labor more profitQ
employed.

Sir Oliver Lodge, in his little work on L*fe t \
Matter, properly correots the fallaoy with whl .@
have been dealing, and points out that “ proplj&g0
can be possessed by an aggregate or an assemo @)
of particles which, in the partioles themselv00
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~ot in the slightest degree exist.” Bat in his desire
©ANd a basis for his Theism, he falls into an error in
the opposite direction. We are on safe ground, he
"ay3 in asserting that “ whatever is in a part must
M inthe whole.” This is true if it is meant that as
the whole contains the part, the part is in the whole.
“0Oi, in that sense, the statement is hardly worth
meking. What he really means, for his special
Purpose, is that as man manifests mind, and as man
Bpart of the whole of nature, therefore, nature, as a
whole, manifests mind. And this is not true. Mind
By be, the Materialist believes is, a special mani-
festation of a peculiar collection of forces, and only
occurring under speoial conditions. What Sir Oliver
8ys i8 that the properties of a part are included in
whole because the part is a part of the whole.

” hat he implies—and without this his whole argu-
Jucot is meaningless—is that the properties of a part
clong to all parts of the whole. And that is a state-

ment so grotesquely untrue that | expect Sir Oliver
~°uld be the first to disown the plain implication of

1Bown argument.
tié%nd here is Sir Oliver’s illustration of his proposi-

“The fact that an apple has pips legitimises the
assertion that an apple tree has pips...... hut it would be
achildish misunderstanding to expect to find actual pips
in the trunk of a tree.”

, Such language, from a scientific man, shows almost
inexcusable.confusion. Why shauld the faot thad 80
aPple has pips legitimise the statement that an apple
T& has pips, any more than it legitimises the state-
®fint that the soil from which it springs has pips ?
‘A if the tree has not actual pips, in what sense
a’ea it possess them ? If Sir Oliver replies that it
Possesses pips potentially, one may meet that with

0 rejoinder that potentially, pips, and everything
;18> including Sir Oliver Lodge, was contained in
woprimitive nebulro—but this only in the sense that

that has resulted is due to the interactions and
Rowing complexities of cosmic forces. As a matter

fact, the apple tree dors not contain pips either
actually or potential™. In his championship of
Aoeism our scientist forgets his science. What the
WPv.0Vee Kkas is the capacity for building up a fruit
fﬂl'fn%ps with the aid of material extracted from the air

oven9 tree ~ an they are in the air or the soil—not
p°ilt aa a.figure of speech. One might, from any
shelfi of view, as reasonably look for the color and
itspi °r Bme™ °f an apple in the tree as to look for
the' Properties of the tree is really one of

+f8 3n *be production of a result. Sir Oliver
prokjQ “reai8 the tree as the only faotor in the
the f ~ course, Sir Oliver is as well aware of
and Nat co-operation of tree, atmosphere,
But if} are nocOSBary, aB | am—nbetter, | should say.
it mea*18 arBument does not mean what | have said
~tds nS, ™ 3B re”urled to a meaningless string of
iainn only value is to illustrate the demoral-

Cloonce of religious beliefs on intelligent men.
standin 8 8till only on the fringe of the misunder-
lamOs®  Abe nature of cause and effect, although
Ztivo r °i?n'0O,n that the best way to gain a true and
thiD, °noePtion of causation is to understand some-
rbtai0 ~ the various misconceptions that havo
bolts’hi and wbioh still obtain. Here, if anywhere,

(L angnage is truly applicable.

of lana®uo aild insignificant forms of speech and abase

BciO have for so long passed for mystories of
Do " anA hard and misapplied words, with littlo or
miBtakai> have, by prescription, such a right to bo

this sa’n. ior Aeop learning that....... to break in upon
Pose Dctuary of ignorance and vanity will bo, | sup-
A~ otno service to tho human understanding.”

*Bthat Gar’y conception of tho nature of causation

aRa° CB8Rt0
' Hrly}‘*},S
8 is SH+n8hero almost exclusive reference to origin
u“.with us. The late Dr. Martinoau, for
IQieving ta'd distinctly: “ We cannot get out of
there is power passing out of one phe-
ato the other....... To tho full idea of cause
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it is essential that there be permanent power passing
through phenomena.” In some form or other this
conception is at the base of most Thelstic reason-
ings. The Theist uses it as an argument for Deity,
the metaphysician for a “ principle” or “ power,”
which is really deity in a state of decomposition—
more or less advanced. Amongst those wonderful
thinkers, the Greeks, this idea was challenged by
Sextus Empiricus, who clearly pointed out that the
relation existing between cause and effect had no
existence save in the human mind. Amongst the
moderns the controversy assumes a prominent form
with Locke, Malebranche, Hobbes, and Hume ; Male-
branohe and Hobbes plainly stating the position that
is generally identified with the last named. Locke,
however, had used the conception of causation to
lead up to a belief in Deity. Hume very acutely util-
ising Locke’s principle that the mind is originally a
blank page on which experience inscribes its char-
acters, denied the possibility of our tracing any
connection between the events, and thus chal-
lenged the validity of the attempt to rise by
causal connection from phenomena to God. It was
almost solely in consequence of the anti-theological
results of Hume’s reasoning that the hostility to him
was so pronounced. And in correcting the notion of
some indwelling power in the cause producing the
effect, Hume did an enormous service to philosophic
thinking. Only, however, to give rise to another
confusion or misunderstanding. g Coiien

(To be concluded.)

“ The Land o' the Leal.”

Many labor under the strange delusion that by “ the
Land o’ the Leal ” we are to understand the country
called Sootland. Such was Gladstone’'s impression
till late in his life. In 1879, the great politician was
conducting what was called “ the Midlothian cam-
paign,” and in a speech at Dalkeith he described
Scotland as being not only the
“ Land of brown heath and shaggy wood,
Land of the mountain and the flood,”
but as being also “ the Land o’ the Leal.” Journalists
have again and again fallen into the same error.
Now “ leal” means faithful, loyal, true; and with
that meaning in our minds we perceive how unutter-
ably silly it is to think of Scotland as “ the Land o’
the Leal.” Lady Nairne (1766-1845), the authoress
of the exquisitely pathetio lyrio, was a devout Chris-
tian ; and there can be no doubt but that to her
“ the Land o’ the Leal ” was heaven. She pictures
a dying wife addressing her husband whom she loves
so well:—
“ 1I'm wearin’ awa’, Jean,
Like snaw-wreaths in thaw, Jean,
I'm woarin' awa’
To the land o’ tho leal.

There’s nae sorrow there, Joan,

There’s neither cauld nor care, Jean ;

The day is aye fair

In the land o’ the leal.”
The poor woman was torn asunder by two oontrary
emotions. On the one hand, she had a strong desire
to see her darling girl again who had preoeded her to
“the land o' the leal,” but, on the other, she was
loath to leave her beloved companion behind in this
world of dreams and shadows. One comforting
thought presented itself to her, however, to whioh
she dung with all her might:—
“ Ye were aye leal and true, Jean,
Your task’s ended noo, Jean,

And 1I'll welcome you
To the land o’ the leal.”

Then comes the final burst of affeotion —

“ Now, fare-ye-weel, my ain Jean,
This warld's cares are vain, Jean ;
We'll meet, and aye be fain,

In tho land o’ the leal.”

Taken as pure poetry the pathos of that lovely
lyric is inimitable, and, interpreted mythologically, it
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is intensely interesting. The hope of heaven, either
here or hereafter, has been cherished in all ages and
by all sorts of people. The significance of this is that
we are not able to believe that the existing conditions
of life are final, and that we naturally look forward
to a definite improvement somewhere and somehow.
And this is as it should be. The present state of
things is anything but ideal, and it would be criminal
to be contented with it. Every political and social
“ism ” that arises is a distinct protest against it, and
a would-be way out of it. Ostensibly the State
exists for the express purpose of seriously dealing
with it with a view to putting an end to it. Super-
natural religion, however, looks at the whole problem
from an entirely different point of view. Christianity
completely ignores men’s natural relations to one
another as members of society. Its teaohing is that
the sufferings and sorrows of the world are due to
the fact that we are a fallen race. That is, it is
because we are on bad terms with God that we are
afflicted with such grievous social disabilities and in-
equities ; and until we get into right relations with
God through faith in his Son we are socially helpless.
Indeed, even after the reconciliation with heaven is
supposed to have been effected, human society is
acknowledged to be so hopelessly depraved and
corrupt that it is susceptible of but slight improve-
ment in this world. For eight hundred years after
Christianity came to power social life sank lower and
lower until in the tenth and eleventh centuries it
touched the lowest possible depth of degradation.
And yet during the whole of that period practically
all the people believed that they were right with
God, though they were as wrong as they could be in
their treatment of one another. Only those who
were in authority and had the command of wealth
found any enjoyment in this world. The masses of
the people, who groaned under unjust burdens, had to
b8 satisfied with the hope of bliss in another life.
All they got here was charity. Their only happiness
here consisted in the hope of happiness hereafter.
Dropping a few alms into their laps, those set over
them condescendingly said to them : “ The stations
in life which you occupy are of Divine appointment;
therewith learn to be content, and you shall have an
inconceivable reward when you die.”

It is a remarkable fact that the bare idea of
economic justice never entered the head of the
Christian Church. Until within less than a hundred
years ago it concerned itself almost exclusively about
men’s relations with God as individuals. To be saved
meant not to be made a good neighbor, but to receive
a title to enter heaven at death. All crimes against
society were either winked at or easily pardoned.
Indulgences afforded ease to the guilty recipients
and ample profit to the equally guilty dispensers.
All who suffered as well as all who caused the suffer-
ing looked forward to bliss unending beyond the
tomb. The sense of justice was wholly absent.
Access to heaven was not possible by merit, but
only as an act of Divine grace. If mankind got their
deserts they would all go down into “ the lake that
burneth with fire and brimstone.” It was not char-
acter, not merit, that counted, but faith; not faith
in one’s own inherent goodness, but in the worthi-
ness of another, not by nature a member of our race.
Such a dootrine of salvation is not only essentially
immoral, but positively demoralising as well. The
New Testament glories in the statement that
entrance into heaven was purchased for all time
“ with the precious blood of Christ.” Paul expected
to get in not because he was a righteous man, but
because he wore the righteousness of Christ as a
cloak to hide his own foulness.

When we bear this in mind there is nothing sur
prising in the fact that, when Christianity oame to
power, instead of adopting and carrying to comple-
tion the various social reforms long preached and
initiated by the Pagan philosophers and emperors, it
ignored them almost entirely, and allowed the evils
so powerfully denounced by the Pagan moralists to
grow worse. The explanation is that the supreme
business of the Church was not to fill the empire
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with just, noble, and benevolent citizens, but
people heaven with whitewashed sinners who w°n
spend eternity in singing the praises of him
made it possible for them to enter without possessing
any personal merit, and in spite of possessing con
siderable demerit. A stockbroker was known to
one of the most tricky, dishonest, and unscrupm@
manipulators on the Exchange. An acquaintanc
saw him at worship one Sunday, and his countenan
literally beamed with signs of the heavenly rgP |IL
that filled hia heart. “ You seemed to be exceptions y
happy at Church yesterday,” said the acquaintanc
who knew him only too well. “ True,” answered t
swindling stockbroker; “1 was supremely happy
because | had suoh a vivid realisation of the gl°rl°,
truth that ‘ the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanse
us from all sin.”” It is by suoh characters that t
Christian heaven is inhabited, while men like Gotam >
Socrates, Aristotle, Epictetus, and Seneca are co
fined within the various circles of the Inferno. ,

Such a heaven is not “ the land o’ the leal.” "jl1.
land is as yet only very sparsely occupied, “~kO
members of the human family are still few and »
between. The reforms that are essential to p0Ol3),
social welfare are yet to come, and the responsible J
for their absence lies largely at the door of or™ 0, y
Christianity. What is needed above all else to-
is a genuine humanist revival which, without ado«
will teach and inspire men to help one another _
earn heaven by living lives of social righteousne”j
or by serving one another from love. An unearn
heaven is an illusion. It never did, and never O |j
exist. Without self-respect there can be no m
state, either for the individual or for society! a
self-respect is beyond the reach of those who »
their nakedness with borrowed garments. *b'
must be something seriously wrong with the
woman who can sincerely sing a hymn in which &
a verse as this occurs :—

“ 0 joy all joys beyond.

To see the Lamb who died,

And count each sacred Wound,
In Hands, and Feet, and Side ;

To give to him the praise
Of every triumph won,

And sing through endless days
The great things He hath done.” n

If such a heaven really existed sensible people 0°°"
not tolerate it, and one would think it wool
equally unendurable to the Lamb. No self-resp
ing Lamb would enjoy hearing his marvellous
ploits sung “ through endless days.” As comp,
with such a heaven the Secularist heaven wo® N\
a Paradise indeed. What Secularists advoca
the substitution of justice for charity, of self-sfO™ Of
for self-indulgence, of self-respect for toadyi® '’
benevolence for tyranny and oppression, and of
pathy and love for cruelty and arrogant selfi0 %o
and it is a moral certainty that when the so“0 Op
tion has been completed there will be bQavelJityi
earth, an ideal state of society. Under Christj™ig,
disinterested social ministries are quite impractical
because it recommends that we should do go° .pot
selfish motives. Tennyson’s hospital nurse c°n,jity-
do her work were it not for her belief in imro°r

“ O how could | servo in the wards if the hope of »

world were a lie? eiis
How could | bear with the sights and loathsome s

of disease, <€ to
But that he said, ‘' Ye do it to mo when ye do

these 11~ flg)

Such service is tainted because it is not spoof®1
and because its real object is self. In effeot, y
said is this: “ | hate the work | am engaged 1"

I could not do it were it not that doing it P~MftLaval

Lord and insures my experiencing the bliss of of0
to all eternity.” The true servants of harna®
they whose kind deeds are prompted by their i fe

tive love of their fellow beings, and who WOrO thO
miserable if they did not do them ; and they ,»
people who will be “ fain in the land o’ the 10

j. i, w-01"



2, lan

The Apocalypse.—lII.

(Continued from p. 198.)

th °,~er 600 the undoubted Jewish oharaoter of
? " Book of Revelation,” it will be necessary, before
&jng farther, to notice all the later Christian inter-
polations—and to set them aside as forming no part
the book. These, in the original Jewish Apooa-

ypee (excluding two, already dealt with) are the
Allowing;__

~ev>vi. 16.—" hide us from the face of him that sitteth
on the throne: [and from the wrath of the Lamb] for
the great day of [their] wrath is come.”
v xi. 15— an(i they said, the kingdom of the world
> becoming the kingdom of our Lord, [and of his
Christ] and he shall reign for ever and ever.”

Itov. Xiv. 4—The 144,000 Jews “ were purchased from
among men to be the first-fruits unto God [and unto

the Lamb].”

Rev. xviii, 20.—" Rejoice....... ye saints, [and yo apostles]
and ye prophets.”

Kev. xxii. 1.—" a river of water of life....... proceeding

out of the throne of God [and of the Lamb]
Rev. xxii. 3.—" and the throne of God [and of the Lamb]

shall be therein: and his servants shall do him
service.”

Interpolations are, of course, the words placed
hot n brackOts. the foregoing passages most, if
Q@ all, of the added words are glosses: that is, let

say, a seoond century Christian wrote in the
of PN °*\Bev. xi. 15, in his copy, the words “ and
"a Is Christ,” and in the margin of Rev. xviii. 20
wb I aP°8*08-" Later on, a professional copyist,

pacing new copies from this MS., took the

tox. 8R? the margin to be an integral part of the

serf | *°h bad been inadvertently omitted, and in-
them.

8econd and these passages

Polar 00 8een that the pronouns following the inter-

Paaal0118 remain in the singular; in the first
PturapS ~ 0 Pronoan has been changed into the
aPostk the fourth passage the words “ and ye

PansOSS Wit%art]hg 0foﬁ%eV\r/]ing s?r%iﬁs\r‘r ggsdsléboeg :ml com-
Ney. X- 18— to give thoir reward to thy servants the

. Prophets, and to the saints, and to them that fear
j. my name.

v-xvi. 6.—1thoy poured out the blood of saints and
B Prophets.”

eV' Xviii- 24.—1lthe blood of prophets and of saints,
and of all that have been slain upon the earth.”

inthe " 8aint” *8 employed in the same sonse as

ad X Daniel; that is, to denote a patriotic

am  Ou®dew believer: the saints and prophets
& “.servants of God.”

of hristian intarpolations in the other portions
toa APOGalypaO are, with throo exceptions, limited
the foilOl . °* Rhort phrases, the exceptions boing
°Poin °WnS: Bsv. v. 9—14, which describes the
tribe door salvation to “ men of every
glorig nd *ongoe. and People, and nation,” and which
With n3 .'i"e Lamb,” whom the writer identifies
«of stain Jesus; Rgv. vii. 9—10, 18—17, whioh
B>2i 8 8Nne character as the last; and Rev. XxxXii.
aame nf V1I°h forms a Christian conclusion in the

‘me of JeBus.

*the shorter interpolations, 1. commehctesuith
~having to do with “ the testimony
880 are the following

Rev. "
e:%\// Xii. 17—Thoso “ which keep the commandmen

I!(cE «od [and hold the testimony ofJesuL b coru.
Rev. xiv. 12, *. the saints, they that Keep w

171300 3 eSSl e et dad beeh behea R

Br [tbo testimony of Jesus, and i

Rey- X« . 10—" And he saith unto °“6' 3@db°“tb °thy
elam_a fellow-sorvant with thee w0r8hiE>
hrothreu [that hold the testimony of Jesus] .

Eod for, the testimony of Jesus is the spins
ropl 1.»

0 for _ .
e8°ing appear rather to be glosses than

All
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deliberate interpolations. The original reading may
be gathered from the following passages :—

Rev. vi. 9.—The souls of them that had been slain for
the word of God, and for the testimony which they
held.”

Rev. xxii. 9.—*" And he saith unto one, See thou do it
not: for I am a fellow-servant with thee and with
thy brethren the prophets, and with them which keep
the words of this book: worship God.”

The last passage, it will be seen, is a repetition of
the same incident recorded in Rev. xix. 10, and shows
how the latter passage has been interpolated.

Next, in Rev. xix. 11—16, we are told, there ap-
peared “ a white horse” upon which sat one “ called
Faithful and True.” Of this rider it is further said,
“ he hath a name written, which no one knoweth but
he himself.” Then comes the following interpola-
tion \—

Rev.xix. 13— [“ And be is arrayed in a garment sprinkled
with blood : and his name is called the Word of God.”]

The first half of the latter passage is a genuine
interpolation; the second half is a gloss, written
after the appearance of the Fourth Gospel. The
writer of the second half, after reading John i. 1 and
14, believed he had learnt the name of the rider, and
so wrote in the margin of his copy of the Apoca-
lypse : “ His name is called the Word of God.” No
name, of course, had been given in the text, for the
simple reason that no one save the rider himself was
supposed to be acquainted with it.

Again, in verse 16 of the same paragraph we find
another gloss, if not another interpolation also, due
doubtless to another second century reader. This
reads:—

“ And he hath on his garment and on his thigh a
narno written [King of kings, and Lord of lords].”

Thus, the illustrious Rider on tho white horse, whose
name was known to no one save himself, has by
means of interpolations three names—* Faithful and
True "—" Word of God”—* King of kings and Lord
of lords.” Tho first of these may mean that the
rider was known to be “ faithful and true,” but not
actually so named. In the third case the alleged
fact that he bore a name which no one knew but
himself, shows that the statement to the effect that
this name was written on his garment is a later
addition; for if the latter were the case everyone
would know the name. As to the title “ King of
kings and Lord of lords,” we find in Rev. xvii. 14 this
appellation (inverted) also given to “ tho Lamb "—
“ The Lamb shall overcome them [for ho is Lord of
lords and King of kings]From these two passages
it would soom that the Rider on tho white horse and
the Lamb were one and the same person, and cer-
tainly both are exalted into tho rank of God Almighty.
Christian interpolators appear to have neither sense
mr judgment. The writer of the “ First Epistle to
Timothy ” is another instance ; for the latter indi-
vidual has fatuitouely applied this absurd title to
Jesus Christ, who was never more than a poor
peasant—exoept in the imagination of the most
ignorant and credulous of tho early Christians. One
of the second century Christian readers of the
Apocalypse has been so stupid as to say (Rev. xiii. 8):
“ the Lamb [that hath been slain from the founda-
tion of the world] "—a statement which could not
apply to any living boing, except perhaps to one of
“ tho firstlings ” of Abel’s flock (Gen iv. 4), or to Abel
himself.

According to the narrative in the Apocalypse, the
Rider on the white horse was the leader of the
“ armies in heaven ” which “ followed him npon white
horses ” (Rev. xix. 14), and was probably intendod for
the archangel Michael (Rav. xii. 7 ; Dan. x. 21 ; xii. 1).
The Lamb was the “ Lion of tho tribe of Judah,” a
righteous king descended from David, and the leader
of the 141,000 Jew believers. Tho two were there-
fore not the same person.

Upon the same subject we also find tho following
passagesi—

Rev. xii. 11— And they overcame him because of [the

blood of the Lamb, and because of] the word of their
testimony.”
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Eev. xvii. 6.—" the woman drunken with the blood of
the saints [and with the blood of the martyrs of
Jesus]

These two interpolations come under the headings
“ testimony” and “ saints” which 1 have already
noticed. The following passages also appear to be
merely glosses:—
Eev. xx. 4 —* and they lived and reigned [with Christ]
a thousand years.”
Eev. xx. 6—" they shall be priests of God, [and of
Christ] and shall reign with him a thousand years.”
Rev. xii. 10.—" the salvation, and the power, and the
kingdom of our God [and the authority of his
Christ].”
Rev. xi. 8" the great city, which spiritually is called
Sodom and Egypt [where also their Lord was
crucified].”

In the second of the foregoing passages the pronoun
“ him” refers, not to the interpolated “ Christ,” but
to God, as in Rev. xxii. 3—5, which reads : “ And the
throne of God shall be therein: and his servants
shall do him service; and they shall see his face.......
and they shall reign for ever and ever.”

In the last passage the second century Christian
responsible for the gloss had learnt from Jer. xxiii. 14
and other Old Testament statements that the in-
habitants of Jerusalem were in the sight of God
more immoral than the people of Sodom or Egypt.
Then, in order to show off his knowledge of the name
of the “ great city,” he wrote in the margin of his
copy “ where also their Lord was crucified.”

The other interpolations remaining to be noticed
are the following —

Rev. xvi. 15.—* Behold | come as a thief,” etc. (whole
verse).

Rev. xxi. 14.—* And the wall of the city had twelve
foundations [and on them twelve names of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb].”

Rev. xxi. 23.—* And the city had no need of the sun,
neither of the moon, to shine upon it: for the glory
of God did lighten it [and the lamp thereof is the
Lamb].”

With regard to the second of these passages, | need
only remark that nowhere in the book is it stated
that “ the Lamb ” had twelve apostles: he was simply
the leader of the 144,000 Jews who were to be saved.
As regards the last passage, the words within
brackets are shown to be an interpolation by Rev.
xxii. 5, which is part of the original Apocalypse. In
this verse it is plainly stated :(—

“ And there shall be night no more; and they need
no light of lamp, neither light of sun; for the Lord God
shall give them light: and they shall reign for ever and
over.”

Thus, it was the Lord God, not the Lamb, who was
to be “ the lamp thereof.” It will no doubt be seen
that the Christian interpolations connected with “ the
Lamb’ are of a twofold character : (1) Those which
glorify that domestic quadruped, and exalt him into
a position approaching equality with the Lord God ;
(2) those which identify that harmless creature with
a divine savior, who had suffered death for his
ignorant and silly followers—a fiction ascribed by
the credulous primitive Christians to one whom they
named “ Jesus Christ.”

If the glosses and short interpolations in the
“ Book of Revelation” be marked neatly in the text
(say, underlined in red ink or plaoed between brackets),
and the longer passages or paragraphs indicated by a
line in the margin, it will then be easy to read the
Jewish Apocalypse as originally written.

Abracadabra.

(To he continued.)

Avoid extremes ; and shun the fault of such

Who still are pleased too little, or too much.

At every trifle scorn to take offence,

That always shows great pride, or little sense.
—Pope.

France is one torrent of splendid scepticism from Abelard
to Anatole France.— G. K. Cheeterton,
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Acid Drops.

A large part of the elementary education of England is
carried on directly in the interest of the Church of Englan «
The Lord Mayor of London boasted of this in his teceo
chairman's address at the celebration of the centenary of * O
National Society for Promoting Education in the Principj®
of the Church of England. *“ There were,” he said, “ n
schools and 32 training colleges maintained in a condition o
efficiency at the expense of the Society, or subject to lat80
grants from its funds.” Bat the “ efficiency” referred 0O
does not apply to the working expenses of the schools an
colleges, but only to the buildings, for the working expense
are met by grants from the State. Practically those U>" »
schools are a public swindle. The nation pays the cost o
educating the children in them, and the Church of Engl&n
controls their education in its own ecclesiastical interes -
A very pretty bargain for the Church 1 A ridiculously b®
bargain for the Nation !

Mr. Balfour was the principal speaker at the centenary
celebration over which the Lord Mayor presided. He tO
the assembly—of course amidst loud cheers—that educahO
without religion was " a most dangerous ” thing. Being “
clever man he is, Mr. Balfour was obliged to admit the “i
culties of religious education undertaken by the State I[se j
But the State could call in the aid of bodies like the Nation
Education Society to carry out the wishes of the children®
parents in the matter of religious instruction—for that
Mr. Balfour's ideal. “ 1 have always looked forward,
said, “ to the time when it would be found possible to gl
in our public elementary schools that teaching to every cn
or to the great majority of children—for no system can
quite perfect—the religious teaching which the parent3
that child desire.” We agree with Mr. Balfour that if
body has a right to decide what religion a child shall
taught it is the child’s parents. What we deny is that
parents possess any right to have their child taught
religion they prefer in public buildings at the public expQ0
That point is the parting of the ways. On one side is
matic religious teaching—for all religious teaching j8“A
matic; and on the other side is the policy of
Education. And the latter is going to win, because
former is an utter impossibility, for the simple reason «
it would never work.

ti

Note the way in which Mr. Balfour dismisses the
right of minorities, who are, of course, always more or |t
heretics. It would be difficult to provide special relig s, |
irreligious) teaching tor their childreu. It would only beW
big religious denominations that would share out the P
vilege provided by the State.

The Bishop of London was in his anecdotago at tt&
National Society’s meeting. Because ho was Bishop”
Stepney before ho climbed up to the Bishopric of H®
he is supposed to be a great authority on the East End - ~
its working-classes; and he always represents *0®’
course, as being desperately in love with the g00* 9
Church of England. His anecdote on this occasion W»s j)0
'‘bus driver and himself. The jarvey told him tk» »
believed in the Church schools for two reasons: “ First O
it means less dirt for tho missus,”—and, in the next Pla
“ it keeps them out of the language.” This is the
Loudon's cowardly way of saying that tho Council s
promote dirt and foul speech.

i

Our amazing Bishop of London is always uttering s°
ineptitude. “ 1 would throw up my orders and “ea/ eOgbt
Church to-morrow,” ho told a recent meeting, “ if | ff rtbO
that God cared for one set of tho community and n°“* j of
other.” His lordship is fond of indulging in this BcOpal
bravado. Ho knows how cheap it is. It is the opl0 piO
counterpart of tho man in the street who says “ S'We*
God "’ and “ I'll bet my bottom dollar on it.”

re
Why does God send riches to some people and p°\vC E’P
others ? Bishop Ingram has his answer pat. He

" God has given the minority riches in trust, in °rlA bers”

they might pass them on to others.” We guessthe“ jg o
would sooner have them direct. The *“ passing on
slow—and uncertain.

a

What a tragi-comedy were the late Christian™ rl je\.
Paris over the new play by Henri Bernstein, who 18 gO®

That fact stuck in the throats of the gentlemen who 8 00
sausages. The very word “Jew” incenses them
point of madness. Yet they owe their religi°n b yfflo

The twelve apostles were JeW3, Paul was a Jew, Jo®°P
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j ew> Mary was a Jewess, Jesus was a Jew, and old
mekovah himself (the Christian's God the Father) was a
e'7>and the Holy Bible has well been called the Jew Book.

What is the age of the earth ? Professor T. C. Chamber-
jsw, head of the department of Geology at the University of
Chicago, gives it as 400,000,000 years. What price Moses
now ? And old Jahveh behind him ? Fancy a God, who
ttade the world, believing he made it six thousand instead
of four hundred million years ago1l What he must have
Buffered 1

of course, recognise with the greatest pleasure the
prospect of a furtherance of the cause of the world s peace
y the suggested arbitration treaty between Great Britain
Bud the United States. Freethinkers will be the first to
Bppland the wisdom of the step, as they have always been
. 0 first in opposing militarism and cultivating feelings of
international amity. But as so much is being said by Chris-
'‘Bus as to the Christian character of the peace crusade, we
By as well point out that it is not the moral and intellectual
U'quity of militarism that has roused the bulk of the Chris-
‘ans of this country, but the cost. It is the financial burden
at has induced them to consider the question from a new
Point of view. Cash, not conscience, was the motive power,
ad militarism continued cheap, the Christian protest would
ave remained weak.

Rev. Charles Brown says that “ Literary criticism can
au nothing against spiritual experience.” The deliver-
inth'Sa *a’'r samPIO stupidly that passes for wisdom
* | 6 Pulpit. “ Personal experience ” has nothing whatever
w ao with the Biblical textual criticism—to which Mr. Brown
ureferring. How on earth can the personal experience of
yone in the Metropolitan Tabernacle to-day tell them any-
as#to when or where or by whom the books of the Bible
n re Wr*tteu? Such foolishness would bo Burprising were it
tk S commcu- But criticism of another kind does explain
cas P?rsonal experience” of Mr. Brown. And, as is the
W,tfi so much connected with religion, it reduces the
an ,tostimony of experience to the truth of Christianity, to
tn '8norant misroadiug of facts that are properly susceptible
a quite different explanation.

But °* those personal experiences is given in tho April

bor of the Sunday at Home, all by well-known clergy-

O ?'" Among them tho Rev. Prebendary Webb-Peploe ex-
u3 “ the light ” came to him. A friend took him on
ino t°°*  ? house, and “ there, under tho stars, he pointed

° Christ”—a somewhat unusual astronomical lesson,

imagine. Then, when he was going to the Derby
W it~d mau t—a young man came and gave him a tract
~onis ° cheeriul question, “ Reader, if you diod to-night,
ho r ~°Ur 80u' hOiu hell?” Shoer terror seized him, and
gOodan "traight away home, nearly six miles. So "God's
Auoth5107” 61100 " tollowod, aud eventually captured, him.
hard et-W.”er’ R,r John Kirk, explains how, when he was a
8 onif- 8,nner eight years' old, a girl cousin got him to
time I, huees and to give himsolf to Christ. And from that
Byon 8°ta° influence ” for good entered into his life. And
Poabuii ~'e *sher contributors, to this symposium. We
but u ? “'at the editor of the magazine knows his readers,
*waddll™* caouSh to give one a fit of the bluos to find such
teaem, ° and printed by men who pose as guides and
thoaghj8i ~'e POOP*0- ~ also makes one realise that Free-

ing av Ha8 °DMr HCratch£J the surface of our civilisation,
very great deal yet remains to bo dono.

one

"fiitor ‘VIn"ay At Home also gives a character sketch of the
8BesfO Jibo Spectator, Mr. St. Doe Strachey, whom it eulo-
hin, j r'"bunimpeachable Christianity. By way of praising
no reviewer of tho Spectator is allowed,

to deai anuhug some important work of philosophy or history,
all Chr8f,re”8tab8 at the body of truths which are dear to
liberty ~ lan hearts.” We presume they are at porfoct
fiarts "tabs at truths that are dear to non-Christian
other D6T d ~kr'HianB are tbo last to oxercise caro where
i"BBns iBt) are concerned. What the compliment really
" truthg '>i, no “‘"mHer what a reviewer thinks of Christian
Ihe feditn = rnus* keep his opinions outside the Spectator.
at" Ptinted*8 car,°ful to see that no attacks on Christianity
Paragm w ..~rR'ci8m must praise only; it must not dis-
beiside the o ' aitor a”> tb's *8 ru* in otk°r papers
?0 "lain, t ~tc\afor > BO that Mr. St. Loe Strachey can lay
"cliev® th °c,0t'8'Uality in this rcspoct. For our part we
Ptovided it ~nec™ or would be better worth perusing if it
aides8 rifafor,J with the views of tho best thinkers on
SS-wSE, ?' the question. That would bo treating its
* fiid ult In*fi*80nt and responsible men aud women, and
mBkO tj. make them sonndor Christians it would at least

m hotter individuals.
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The ravages of the plague in China are dreadful enough,
in all conscience, but the position is not bad enough to suit
the active imagination of missionaries on the look-out for
funds. In a recent issue of the Times there was published
an appeal for funds, to fight the plague, from the Society for
the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts. In order to
stir up sympathisers, it prints an excerpt from one of its
agents at Kharlin to tho effect that in three days *“ over
4,000 nnbnried bodies ” were burned. It adds, “ Not a single
case has recovered. Russian, Chinese, and foreign doctors
have succumbed, to say nothing of assistants, sanitary men,
and coolies, whose numbers have got out of reckoning.”
The impression is, that with thousands being buried or
burnt every few days, and with not a single case recovering,
the whole population of Manchuria will be blotted out unless
the English people hurry up with thsir subscriptions.

Now in the Times tor March 23 a special article appears
from its correspondent on the spot. It forms an effective
reply to the missionary appeal, and offers an apt commentary
upon the reliability of missionary yarns. To commence
with, the plague reached its height on January 28, with a
record of 173 cases in lIvharlin, and has since been on the
decline. No death was recorded on February 28. Oat of
a European population, in the infected area, of 60,000, only
50 have died, and “ nearly every case of death among tho
Europeans was preventable.” The statement that not acaso
recovered is absurdly false. Numbers have been discharged
from the hospitals, and the Chinese doctors have worked
well.  Of 700 police in the plague-stricken town, only 20
died. In the whole of Manchuria, since last November, it is
estimated—probably over-estimated—that 41,000 have died.
A terrible figure, but it effectually disposes of the 4,000 in
throe days, for the plaguo raged with severity for over three
months. The ex uupls of the greatest morality was famished
by a Christian compound, where, out of 300 Christians, 263
died. Finally, tho finishing comment upon the Society’s
appeal for funds is given by a telegram from our own Consul-
General that since his last report no deaths have occurred.

In ten years the Mohammedan population of India has
increased by about six millions. This is partly by increase
of births over deaths, and partly by conversions. The number
of Christians in India is returned at loss than three millions.
That is, in ton years, the Mohammedaus have gained twice
the number of tho entire Christian population. And Christ-
ian missions avowedly make no headway amongst Moham-
medans, who aro beating them iu India as in Africa. Indeed,
in Africa the position of the Christian missionary in relation
to tho advance of Mohammodauism is perfectly hopeless.
Neither India nor Africa disoourages the missionary—so
long as tho people at homo keep the exchequer full.

* Church House, Westminster,” is a sinister address for a
Committee whose object is to put down "impure literature.”
Their first attack is upon " certain novels,” but it is easy to
see that thoy will not stop there. “ Many of these books," they
say, " are not indecent in the ordinary sense of the word,
but thoir wliolo tone and tondoncy is debasing and demoral-
ising.” Then tho books are not indecont. They only run
counter to the ideas of tho pious and aristocratic ladies and
gentlemen who sign tho Committee’'s appoal. When wo
read later on that “ tho law requires strengthening” wo
understand what these pross censors would bo at. Thoy
would suppress the Freethinker if they could, not because it
is indecent in the ordinary sense of the word, but because it
is indecent in their sense of the word. This Committee
will havo to bo watched.

Tho report of tho Theatres and Music Halls Committee
will bo before tho London County Council after this week's
Freethinker goes to press. Judging from a Daily News
interview with Mr. J. Stanley Holmes, a membor of tho
Committee, there is likely to bo more liberality shown
towards Sunday entertainments, especially the cinematograph
shows. Mr. Holmes admits that “ abundant evidence has
been forthcoming to show that in the poorer districts of
London the Sunday cinematograph has resulted in a great
improvement in order and decency. City missionaries and
tho police alike testify to this.” “ 1 have heard women
thank God for those outertaimonts,” ho adds, “ as thoy say
their husbands, who used to spend their evenings iu the
public-houses, now tako tho wife aud children for two hours
or two hours aud a half to the picture exhibitions.” Thoso
aie tho things against which the Sabbatarian bigots are
figutiug. -

Tho Sabbatarian bigots pretend to dread that tho
employees of cinematograph shows opou on Sunday will be
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obliged to work seven days a week. But it is easy enough
to guard against that by providing, under the license, that
every employee shall have one day'’s rest in seven.

“ New York police have notified all the theatres that they
must not permit persons to stand at performances. It has
not yet been found necessary to take this action regarding
the churches.”— Pittsburg Gazette-Times.

Mr. G. K. Chesterton was turned on in the Daily News to
write some windy nonsense about the Authorised Version of
the Bible. He appears to think that the *“ translators” of
that version really translated it from Hebrew and Greek
direct into English. What they did, according to their
instructions as a commission, was to collate all the older
translations and prepare a new one, truer to the originals,
but with as few alterations as possible. Mr. Chesterton’s
object was to show that those “ nobodies ” (which they were
not, by the way) were inspired by their holy task into out-
doing themselves and leaving behind them in the world an
immortal masterpiece of English composition. He has, how-
ever, simply misread the facts. The Authorised Version was
the climax of generations of Bible translation, and that, too,
in a special kind of English, which was never used for any
other purpose. Mr. Chesterton will see how the “ trans-
lators of the 1611 Bible wrote themselves if he reads their
Preface and their Dedication to King James.

We are not very sorry to see some leading Socialists
getting into trouble—especially the high and mighty
“ literary ” ones. They are far too hanghty to take notice
of the persecution of common Freethinkers and poor Mal-
thusians; the Fabians particularly, with their gospel of
“ culchaw.” These gentlemen are beginning to find that
there is a lot of active and effective persecution that stops
short of criminal proceedings. Freethinkers have known
this all the time, and often by bitter experience ; and there
is some consolation, of a kind, in perceiving that other
people are finding it out too. Mr. H. G. Wells, for instance,
is face to face with a determined boycott of his latest novels
at Birmingham and elsewhere. Free Library Committees
are clearing them off the tables and shelves in the interest
of “ public morality.” We wonder whose turn will come
next. Will it be Mr. Blatchford’'s? He has been taking up
the marriage question lately ; and, as usual, with all the airs
of a Christopher Columbus. Perhaps he’'ll make a few
slips and get into trouble when he publishes that epoch-
making book on the tritest subject in the world. And
we should not be greatly grieved if he did. We should
rather like to see Mr. Blatchford fighting for his own
liberty; we never saw him fighting for anyone else's. His
book God and My Neighbor was on the list of books which
the Birmingham Branch of the National Secular Society was
“ reported ” for selling at its Town Hall meetings. He was
duly apprised of the fact, and he promised to raise his pro-
test at the right moment. Well, the right moment came;
the Birmingham Branch was forbidden to sell any literature
at all at Town Hall meetings. Mr. Blatchford was duly
apprised again, but he never lifted his pen, not even to reply

to those who apprised him that the hour had struck. This
was not a very brilliant defence of liberty. Bat it is just
possiblo that Mr. Blatchford would wake up if he were

And we repeat that we should not mind
Just for once, anyhow.

attacked himself.
his having the opportunity.

Kev. Canon Rees, vicar of Pendleton, Manchester, says
that “ morality without God is rotten.” Well, God without
morality is rottener, and there’s heaps of it about.

Dr. Marsh, B.A., lecturing for the Catholic Truth Society
at Edinburgh, denounced the false scientists who sneer at
religion. The real scientists acknowledged tho existence of
“ God” and bowed their heads before “ Him.” Haeckol is
such a poor croature after the world-renowned Marsh.

Louis Berndt, who shot his wife and afterwards himself
at Pluckley Grange, near Ashford, Kent, left a letter for the
coroner in which he said, “ May the Almighty God have
mercy on both our souls.” Evidently not an Atheist, as,
according to Talmage and Torrey, ho ought to have been.

During a violent thunderstorm at Silla (according to the
Valencia correspondent of the Daily Telegraph) tho belfry of
the parish church was struck by lightning and the turret
entirely destroyed. A service was going on inside the church
and a panic ensued. In their frenzied haste to leave the
building the faithfnl trampled upon each other and many
were injured. Such was their anxiety to sing the “ Glory
Song” in the beautiful land above.
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To a “ First Great Cause.”

Impersonal or personal Great Cause—
Whose advent triumphed over all thy laws—
Why stay the human reason at the doors
Of Death and Life ?
Where hide the springs of th’ insatiable jaws
Of cosmic strife ?

Far from this planet whirling into space—

In vain to try its whereabouts to trace—

We count revolving systems, mark their pace.
But in our years,

The universal being, height and base,
Timeless appears.

Culling from Truth full many a golden strand—
The affinity of sky and sea and land—
Obdurate logic bade us understand

The dual force
Polarity; beyond thee lies that grand

Eternal Source.

Light thou art not; nor was life born of thee.
Earth’s clay responds to light with eyes to see.
So clay and light, even with life must be,
Since shadowing clay
Nurses its offspring death, dread penalty
For seeing day.

And how canst thou have everlasting light ?
All life is ruled by day’s companion night.
Eternal slumber covers up its sight.
Should sunB go cool,
Thy freak creative mould must have been quite
A useless tool 1

All power is One, potentially congealed ;

Atom and molecule with force is sealed.

Nothing from its own law itself can shield.
Open thy door I

Effect compels thee, First Great Cause, to yield
To thy own law.

How then to reign alone ? Effect has claim

To share those honors of omnific fame;

How couldst thou play a world .Creator’s game
When worlds revealed

Effoct and Cause were one, but two in name?
Thy doom is sealed |

A. S. VickkbS.

“ My simple way is to judge no man, and to ax others ~
a favor, not to judgo me,” said Aaron. “ Leave judgm®
with tho Lord. We've all got to face it some day, autl ,,0
an uneasy thought at the best; but in this world uough
gained by it, and for my part I've a hearty contempt for
body so silly as to think they can do tho Lord’s work a
save, or damn, their neighbors.” .. el

“ Thoy've been axing in the Daily Mercury whet
Christians did ought to smoko,” said Mr. Grills, from
seat by the firo. . .a

“1 know it Teddy. Letters and lettors thoy'vo Pri™e6p
They'll be axing next whether Christians did ought to k
rabbits, or wear elastic-sided boots. Very sad, and 8e”s.heir
against they dissenters, becauso thoy muot bo judging 1 ,10]
betters, or they han’'t happy. The Church have her fa” et
but that oily righteousness that pours out of a ~1S8eo8eg
han't ono of 'em. Scratch 'em ever so light and out o ~
unction, like gravy from a goose. 'Tis a great pity g

so canting, for there’s many very respectable men a n
them, though not what we call gentlefolk. The best gt
people are only to be found along with the Establishme

the Atheists.” , -¢lieS

“ 1'd sooner believe nought than trust to thoy Moth
and Pastor Bliss,” said Grills; and Mr. Cottle reP,0D
“ There it lies in a nutshell; for, if you don't boliovo >u ™ Qj
you might just as well believe nought, from their P°'~ Oir
view. ‘Many are called and few aro choson’' be jgt
motto, and them as han’t Methodies be out of tho
Kingdom Come, whatever they may do.”—Eden PhiPP
“ Demeter's Daughter."

“ Come, come,” said Tom's father, “ at your day of bf®’
There’s no longer excuse for thus playing the rake >
It is time you should think, boy, of taking a wife-’
“ Why, so it is, father whose wife shall | take ?
_ Thomas
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Mr. Foote’'s Engagements.

Thursday and Friday, March 30 and 31, Caxton Hall, Victoria-
street, Westminster, S.W. ; at 8 p.m., Public Debate with Rev.
(Dr- Warschauer.

S, April 2, Stratford Town Hall: at 7.30, “ The Bible.”
ree admission to all seats.

AFfil 9, Glasgow.

To Correspondents.

N\ ; _ : .
‘I“’veleI(%/ic.is Lecture E ngagements. AEI’Il 2, Manchester ; 23,

' ?' Holmes.—Your letter is too long for our space.
def ™ you had “ provided counsel for Mr. White's
WitlMAr* - ~Mat niore could we say ?  Your business relations
itc Mr' ~ite are> course, no concern of ours; nor does
ji ,°?cern us, in any special way, that you consider you have
e toPay excessively. We are sorry that you have paid, or
lhoMI 1° ?a™’ nearly £200. We are still more sorry that
The v?1. us'au Leagué has made such a poor show for "itself,
howr r nal ®E)Jar Society seems the only body that knows
you ° h)r free publication—or anything else. Finally,
, «mistaken in supposing that we had any previous know-
N “ge of James White.
®ALL—Your cuttings are always very welcome,
j J,0ewWe’L.—Will see what is possible.
18'~T'hanks for cuttings and good wishes.
j n °* winter at the end of March is trying,

g B'rIKS Perhaps next week. The enclosure shall be returned.

debat °OO5— w'* write you when the Warschauer-Foote
J, Yy ®13over about a possible early lecture visit to Newcastle,
your ACKE2Twr*tes : “ | read the Freethinker before and during
helpfi IPpnsonment. and have read it ever since. It is as
forsav* ~ convictions to-day as it ever was, and, forgive me

We

The severe

hear it'l® a 8rea*er intellectual treat.” We are pleased to
li, Virr, * .
ty A Shall have attention.

L, p IR We don't quite understand it, but thanks all the same,
occult n (Brighton).—If these gentlemen, by exerting their
afutur p?rs’ can Prove the reality of the “ spirit world ” and
<Uonev°t' s ought to bo ashamed of themselves to let
Hearthn <« *n *he way. Wo fear you will nevor bring them
Colley Winning post—or the starting post either. Archdeacon

G (j ' rkos us as a remarkably foolish person.

YUADIOTT ~u>leaSant new8- ~See paragraph. Wo note that
v°fkin, ~18 to hear from *“ saints” willing to form a good
your "ranch of the N. S.S. at Mountain Ash, and that
Jojj, »  re3s 13 14 Albert-street.

~veiy shortly™ AHica).—We shall bo writing you on the matter

exPedki!fatrocitios and vandalism of the “ punitive

"ell ostahl « Bent out ~ tl10 Christian Powers to China are too

lhe IPesic 1, .*° ho disposed of in a few lines by a paper like

'Stalkit) VV > “% Mercury, Bir Hiram Maxim knows what he
ug u8 about.

letter. P"eaae don't send lecture notices in the form of a

®ervon inc “’em on the model of our printed list. WiIiat-
9. B . lave dosay to us say separately.

Br. Warsph8t°ft!'~ You don,]i understand. The copyright of
&le By na ?uei: Bspccches belongs to him, and are not publisli-
VRty uic An any form whatever without his consent. Itis a
°n-"  If v°a 1,at " tl10 copyright belongs to all thinking
T hionwi/° U "’ ade boots, would you like them to belong to
*e S 0 wanted to wear them?
knowl]l-'?* w'h ho useful. Thanks. Dixon will get it.
t2anst Inn«16 u8 wr’'t>ng letters repeating his vile slanders
uT'Xon’y Lftii [ —}he "proofs” of which all got burntin a fire,
W. q iltuo joke !
J > ~  e(8noted-
X, Teethinker ; eaBcti do have a vetoran’3 letter, and glad tho
r Hodr tt, 3 more doyou than over.
S**g fot™ y°ur good wishes are sincere.
~OWeagtip 0 Editor of tho Freethinker should be addressed to
2 R g drood, Farringdon-street, E.C.
/‘*_oot, ,E,q°E:i) must roach 2 Newcastle-stroet, Farringdon-
ieruj < by first p08t i ues(jay( or they wju noj te
NIB who
Ts~~iug dhen.f LA powspapers weuld enhance tho favor by
oHfir<igidet- 8ages fo which ffigy Wish us t6 eall aHeRHGR.
1041 Posd froiT*, t~ forwarded direct from the publishing
* half-vLa" e Rlllowing vditd, prepaild = One year,
y arios. 3d. ; three months, 2s. 8d.

re8id .
e lfcs Honorarium Fund, 1911.

ANijoogiy List of Subscriptions.

i'irHO’ Clarke ?wled«ed’ i'162 19s. 8d. A. E. Maddoc
‘id 2s, 1°8,! J- W. Hackett, 2s.6d. ; W. Dodd, £
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Sngar Plums,

Mr. Footo winds np the Stratford Town Hall course of
lectures this evening (April 2). His subject is simply “ The
Bible.” But there is plenty of room in it for any number of
eye-openers to Christians, besides up-to-date information for
Freethinkers. The local * saints” should let this lecture
have all the advertisement they can give it.

London was a bitter place on Sunday evening. Winter
had suddenly returned with great severity. A Kkeen east
wind swept the streets, and even the least stay-at-home
people were tempted to keep by the fireside. In these cir-
cumstances there was a very gratifying audience at Queen’s
Hall, where Mr. Foote wound up a three-months’ course of
Sunday evening lectures with one on “ Christianity and
Peace.” Prior to the lecture there was the usual musical
program, and Miss Florence Foote read a powerful short
poem of Robert Brownings, which was much applauded.
Mr. F. A. Davies, who took the chair, made an appeal for
members for the new Rationalist Peace Society. Mr. Foote’s
lecture was closely followed and loudly cheered, and followed
by a number of questions.

South Scottish “ saints ” will remember that Mr. Foote’s
visit to Glasgow had to be postponed a couple of months ago
in consequence of an attack of influenza. His visit is
to take place next Sunday (April 9). It is rather late in the
Glasgow season, but the N. S. S. President has many friends
in the district, and is pretty sure to have good audiences.
The lecturos will be at 12 noon and 6.30 p.m. as usual in
the Secular Hall, Brunswick-streot.

Mr. Lloyd lectures to-day (April 2), aftornoon and evening,
in the Secular Hall, Rusholme-road, Manchester. We hope
to hoar of good audiences. The lectures are sure to bo good.
They close the winter lecture soason at Manchester.

Mr. F. A. Davies pays Liverpool a visit to-day (April 2)
and delivers two lectures, aftornoon and evening, for the
N. S. S. Branch at the Alexandra Hall. We hope tho local
“ saints ” will give him a hearty welcome.

We are glad to hear from Mr. Lloyd, who went down to
Manchester from London to represent the National Secular
Society and the Secular Society, Ltd., at the funeral of the
late Mr. George Payne, that tho public hall of tho Crema-
torium was crowded with men and women gathered there
to pay tho deceased a last tribute of respect.

We have already explained that we cannot publish tho
Warschauer-Foote's debates in tho Freethinker. That would
have suited us all right, but naturally it doesn’t suit Dr.
Warschauer. It wouldn’t suit us if we were in his place.

The agitation against Sabbatarianism has succeeded at
Mountain Ash, in spite of all tho efforts and all the prayers of
the mon of God. At last a ballot has been taken as to
whether tho Workmen’s Institute, Library and Public Hall
should bo open on Sunday; and tho result is 1,980 for and
547 against—showing a clear majority of 1,433, on a 2,527
poll, or nearly four to one. It was a black hour when the
groat Galileo muttored “ And Btill it moves.” But the world
does movo, and the very bigots have to go round with it.
And let us not forget to congratulate the free-minded work-
men at Mountain Ash who havo fought that long and hard
battlo—and won.

Hore is an extract from the letter of a Northumberland
miner:—

“ | was a member of the Presbyterian Church a while ago,
but a friend lent me a few pamphlets to read, some of your
own and a lot of Ingersoll’'s, end my wonder now is how |
remained bo long in tho dark.”

This should encourage tho “ saints” to go od sowing tho
seed of Freothought. Somo of itMs sure to spring up—as in
this instance.

Hero is another extract from a*.Shanghai correspondent:—

“ | have been an enthusiastic reader of the Freethinker for
the past five years with deserving admiration. | hope you
will live long enough to see the object of your life realised.” ’

The imperfection of the writer's English is due to the fact
that he is a Y/estern Asiatic.
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Christian Science Again.

* The feet of Christian Science are red with blood of those
killed by sheer deliberate ignorance, by wilful blindness, by
purposeful refusal to raise a finger for them. Christian
Science put them to death, and when they were dead said
they died of want of faith.”—Stephen Paget, F.R.C.S.

The British Medical Journal has lately dealt with
Christian Science, Faith Healing, The Occult, etc.
It has also referred to the miracle cures at Lourdes
and other such shrines of healing. The articles are
scholarly, though verbose, and the main interest to
the Freethinker is found in the fact that they
are nearly all distinctly antagonistic to Christian
Science.

The “ Reverend” Mary Baker G. Eddy is dead;
but the Science has not died with her. It has taken
a spasmodic lease of life since the head and front of
the whole offending vanished. This is not remark-
able. But it won't last, for Christian Scienoe is not
true, only well invented. While we affirm that it is
not true, we do believe that it has for its superstruc-
ture a rock of fact—mist hidden and wave beaten—
but a rock of fact in the shape of thought dominance.
This is what makes it dangerous, and this is the only
admission in its favor we can make.

Mrs. Eddy herself could not, or did not, give the
reason for the assertions she made. In fact, we
look for reason and fail to find it throughout her
long-winded writings. But she has succeeded in
erecting on this little rock of truth an edifice of
exceedingly clever imagination and plausible conjec-
ture which has bamboozled thousands of half-
thinkers. It is an edifice which sways dangerously
in the wind of criticism.

Originally, she said too much, even for a romance-
loving world, when she affirmed with Jesus that
poisons should not harm those with true unadulter-
ated belief or faith. We know the result upon the
human economy of sulphurio or nitric acid—Christian
Science or no Christian Soience, faith or no faith. If
Jesus, “ who was God,” was the first “ Scientist,”
why have we been two thousand years finding it
out? And why is there only one person to tell
us ?

The influence of the mind over the body has
become a stock phrase. Yet we know it does exist in
more or less tangible form. We have cessation of
the digestive processes through fear or shock. Proof
of this has been forthcoming in those condemned to
death. Grief or anger results similarly. But who
knows the reason ? We concede that these feelings
of fear, grief, anger, are really mind action; though
when confronted with that mind action as exempli-
fied in physical change, we usually accept the fact
without questioning the reason. Mind action can
produce actual physical change to our knowledge
and to our astonishment. Hence the invention of
Christian Science out of a fundamental truth.

Sir Clifford Allbutt, K.C.B., M.D., F.R.S., who is
RegiuB Professor of Physio at Cambridge, in an
article entitled “ Faith Healing,” finds no compunc-
tion in dealing with the wonder cures of Epidaurus,
of the Tiber Island, of Apollonius of Tyana, or of the
medimval saints. When, however, he comes to Jesus
and his alleged miraoles, there is a full stop. Yet he
says, and we heartily agree :(—

“ The life of a sick man depends, not upon prayor,
but upon the timely arrival of the physician with tbo
antidote. In bitter certainty we know that the mother
who in the hour of crisis betakes herself to prayer only
will lose the child which is spared to the prayerless
mother who has learned the path of infection and how
to outwit it...... By no invocation can wo purify the
ciadles of disease.”

Well, if “ no invocation can purify disease,” then

prayer, which is invocation, is useless ; and this is
wbat we have always thought.
Suggestion, mesmerism, and animal magnetism

are forms of mental healing, we are told, and this wo
are personally inclined to favor, say in neurosis and
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allied ailments, but certainly not in cases of physiol
deformity and broken bones. Allbutt says i—

“ Curative effects or results appear to be brought to
light by the influence of strong or vivid thought, they
seem a subtle energy other than physical upon the
abnormal or morbid bodily state.”

In this matter, also, Sir Henry Morris, MB»
F.R C.S,, asks:

“ What is the psychological process by which tin

power or energy [suggestion] works the cure? 1

it would require consideration of the theories O

unconscious cerebration’ and of ‘dual mind’; or, in

other words, the relation of the conscious or objective
side of the mind to the subjective or subconscious sid®

Yet Sir Henry also declares that “ hypnotio ad
religious suggestion are quite different from what is
understood in metaphysics as mental suggestion,
Ib may be so. Latter day inquiry and researoh have
made some difference, though we can hardly excluu0
those phases of religious exhaltation which so often
culminate either in recovery or graver symptomQ
Surely some of these results are as hypnotic as the
results gained by the rotation of a piece of g'®8)
We believe that religious hypnosis is as real as any
other hypnosis, even though its results are cloud®
by indefiniteness and unreliability. Though tb
actual basio reason underlying hypnotic suggestXil
has not yet been demonstrated, we have enough dat
to enthral us. The world is still in its infancy, a
faith in the past has been the most potent of a'l
Who knows but that Mesrner may turn out to be tn0
greatest of men ? Culpeper hardly will, for ho only
spoke of “the nervous Divine liquor!” Moreover»
Mesmer is crowned already by the creation of a woi
out of his name. Tooth extraction and other miBJY
operations were performed painlessly under tb
mesmeric influence of Dods, Collyer, and others 1
the old days, and there was once the “ Mesua0 1
Crisis.” Yes, and it is just worth while rememberiOs
that this meemeric crisis followed the production O
intoxication for painful operations, and preceded th
introduction of chloroform as an amesthetio. Ind®ej
anaesthetics dealt the death blow to mesmerism a®
oubted the method of producing intoxication by t
evaporation of spirit in the days of Skey and SawvorJj
Certainly suggestion now has no chance with nitr®
oxide gas. The uncertainty attending mind domID#
tion by mesmerism makos its possible future &
therapeutical agent sink into the background in
of unerring results from chemical agents.

Sir Henry says : “ In faith-healing, the suggOS*' 0
is that cure will be worked by spiritual or divi
power....... This divine power is supposed to cid .g
neutralising or overcoming siokness, disease, and ~
ill consequences of aocideuts.” So we are oonfr°n
with the fact that Divinity has not been mercifm
the long past. He continues :(—

“ The faith-healer do» h not doubt the reality of a
or of diseases, but believes that he cau draw nP°Ujl
spiritual force to subdue or annihilate an existing e j
....... Faith-healing and hypnotic suggestion are t°tca,ty
treatment by an idea exercisable upon only a v
limited range of disease.”

Quite so; and wo find now that Christian SOOIL
has elaborated this idea to the extent of absurd
Then he says : “ There are none of the magom0O »
manifestations of Lourdes, of which | have re
which could not be paralleled by cases in the Py
tice of medical men of wide experience.” He
the “ case of Mdlle. Lovegne, olaimed to he
of the most strikingly important ever seeD> 0'B
easily explained by the escape, during the wo.., f
journey to Lourdes, or just after her arrival, ora
fragment of necrosed bone from the inflamed» Of
purating, and painful wound.” But Lourde®
course, claimed the honor. Then we are told tbat

“ Mdlle. Rosario Monnier, after nineteen years of l(_ik(
had a ‘' sudden intuition ' that slio would obta’lt]‘ her
from the Immaculato Virgin if she went V\\M[}Q!
Lourdes. She went, and was instantaneously jof
after receiving the Holy Communion at the cB® >

the hospital of the Holy Lady of the Seven Sorro' = .

If this 5 so, we can only express regret that u

N
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phose to torture her for nineteen years before direct-
her steps to the Holy Lady.

There are some interesting details of hysterical or
Purposive deception which simulated real disease,
ome were cured, not by the Virgin or Lady of
ijseven Sorrows, but by other very understandable
weans. One case we may refer to here. This was
a peculiar Bkin rash which puzzled the medical
attendants until the charming and interesting lady
sufferer was discovered causing it herself by per-

sistent rubbing with pumice-stone! And all for
Botoriety and effect! Think of the possible advent
°£ the Christian Science Healer in suoh a case. He

wight have pocketed the pumice-stone and claimed a
cure. It i8 immediately suggestive,
oir Henry admits his scepticism as to miracles by
oubting that they are the immediate and direct
interposition of the Divinity. So far, so good;
°ugh a few hundred years ago he would have
ecu burned for saying so. He says:—
“ Faith-healing differs from Christian Science in not
Masquerading in senseless and meaningless metaphysics,
w not asserting the non-existence, the nothingness of
Matter. The very heart of Christian Science is said to
be contained in the following ‘immortal sentence’:
mthere is no life, truth, intelligence, nor substanco in

Matter. All is infinite Mind and its infinite mani-
festation, for God is All in All. Spirit is immortal
Truth ; matter is mortal error. Spirit is the real and

eternal; matter is the unreal and temporal. Spirit is
"*od, and man is His imago and likeness ; honce man is

spiritual and not material.”
fs. Eddy—for the foregoing are her words—also
*j that disease has no existence; in effect the
n ividual only thinks he’s ill, and if he thinks
Powerfully enough in the opposite direction, well—
"HA *8>as 8*10 says>only “ laboring under a
8 belief,” and “ sin, sickness, disease, and death ”
6 phantoms. Perhaps an illustrated joke in the
«WMmg p 0S£ Annual of last Christmas well depicts
tQ@8absurdity. A Christian Scientist mistress says
her maid who has returned from a fortnight's
j av® on account of the illness of her father: “ Now,
hot *Kk°P° you explained to your father that he is
g , really ill, he only imagines ho is; there is no
howi>"k*nR aa 8Cfferin8i how does he think he is
' Well, ma’am, | suppose he thinks he's dead

6 buried him last week!"
jn r8, Eddy declares that Christian Science “ heal-
th i2.1188"8 in an increase of spiritual force whereby
influence dispels the illusions associated
fh watter,” and Sir Henry truly enough complains
pOr, Bbo is “ porplexingly inconsistent.” But we,
D iJnally, 8aid much more than this, and Frederick
>h U? answer a single argument levelled
Wgh 086 00’amn8 against Christian Science. Now
iQ, aX0 owinent medical authorities largely agree-
toe  0(0c'arod, and still declare, Christian Science
0)0, flc°ntradictory mass of pseudo-soientific phiase-
kaghi fth(*a ver~ahl® jargon of metaphysios, an artful
tlh(.1B'uP °£ religious, medical, and metaphysioal
er8. And we add that this conglomeration,
tibl nP on hot plates, becomes absolutely irresis-
o bhe miraolo-mongor, and forms a kind of
8WNapi°0=On.P‘e over which the psychical glutton
Christ- *8 hps. Mrs. Eddy originally asked : “ Must
Welj lan Science come through the ohurohes ?”
~ShiM6 860 now t'kat it has not come through the
~arch And wo have known all along that the
they f8are blindly opposed to it tooth and nail, as
"disea Wa*8 have been to anything new. She says
low6r 80,18an error of mortal mind.” If so, why do the
88qg aniraals die of disease ? Stephen Paget rightly
digea y millions of fishes, reptiles, and birds, die of
couQn(. Certainly why they should becomes a
they hrutn N we are™ to imagine they can’t think
V€ got it. Paget puts the question, “ Is
Eiad’\{ ") the horse an error of equine mind ? If
“~hristj ' WMy does the horse die of tetanus ?” But
W h» SoiOnce says death itself is an illusion.
horgej Ca& the horse isn’'t dead. Farther, is the
it? i froalpain, or is that pain a dream in us or in
~c'eOce 10 “Orror” be in us, wby does Christian
£lve “ absent treatment,” as in the oasa of
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Mr. Hibbert's broken-winded mare ? Why did Mrs.
Eddy give “ absent treatment” all the way from
New York to apet dog at Beyrouth if the dog’s illness
was all in the owner's mind and none in the dog’s
mind ? Moreover, what of the millions of animals
that perished before “ mortal mind” appeared? Why
didn’t divine will come into action long ago? What,
too, about the transmission of disease from animals
to us—glanders, anthrax, tubercle, etc.—are they only
real in the animals and not inus? And jeb we die,
or think we do. The fact is, as Pagtt says, Mrs.
Eddy was so busy making a god of man that she
forgot the animals; yet the brute creation was here,
suffering and dying for countless ages before the
oreation of man! Cases of diphtheria, hemorrhage,
cancer, strangulated hernia, and intestinal obstruc-
tion happen, and Christian Science fails. It is no
answer to say that medicine and surgery fail also,
for they never made Christian Science claims. As
for appendix-abscess, Paget affirms that he “ has net
heard of a single ease where the patient did not die,
whereas the operation for removal of the appendix to
prevent the risk of an abscess has a mortality of
about 1 por cent.”

The British Medical Journal tells us that Mrs. Eddy
was “ a seeker after notoriety,” and we have no
reason to doubt it. Everything points that way.
That she “ was called” (and she herself says this)
we do doubt. That she “ had a fall” we may con-
cede, though we should not mention it unless she
did. If Mrs. Eddy was “ dissatisfied with the world,”
who knows, perhaps the “ Divine Spirit” was the
lodger responsible for a lot. But she actually her-
self seemed to have had some regard not only for
“ matter,” but for “ man," for she contracted what
she tried to explain was a “ spiritual union” by
marrying a third husband in the person of Mr.
Eddy. One would expect to find Mr. Eddy at least
a savant, or a student of nature, or a psychologist of
the first water; but instead he was “ agent for a
sewing-machine concern ”! And this individual, long
since dead, was, according to Mrs. Eddy, carried off
by “ an idea” of poisoning! Yet he must still be
alive if there is no death, though he isn't, because
ho never was.  Sir Humphrey Davy frequently ex-
claimed after the nitrous oxide, “ Nothing exists but
ideas I” The gas of Christian Science seems similar
in its action.

(To be concluded.) A. Fagg.

The Flathcads.

(From the New York “ Truthsecker.")

There is a tribe of Indians known as flatbeads.
When a child is born, a piece of dried hide or bark
is bound on the forepart of the head, and it is com-
pressed, so that it is a true slant from the eyobrows
to the top of the head. It is said that this process
does not impair the intellect. Among the Indians
this custom is confined to a single tribe, but in all
Christian countries it is largely practised, though in
a different way. Instead of compressing the solid
wall of the head, they compress the intellect.
Instead of the skull, it is the mind that is flattened
—whioh is a hundred times worse in its effects.
There are temples all over the country devoted
exclusively to this mind-flattening prooess. Parsons
whose minds have been treated to the flattening pro-
cess seldom or never see things in their true light.

They are made to believe the most absurd and im-
possible stories ever written or told.

There is an old book, long sineb discarded by all
scientific minds, which oontains some of the most
unreasonable, inhuman, and barbarous statements
ever concocted in the brain of man; yet these flat-
heads are not only led to believe them, but to call
them holy.

The Catholics have a Bible, the Jews have a
different one, the Protestants have one that differs
from the other two; the Mormons have a Bible,
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Mohammedans have one ; and so, taking all of those
different sects together, they have a dozen or fifteen
different Bibles ; the flatheads of each religious sect
firmly believing that they have got the only Bible
ever written by the finger of the Almighty—that all
the others are man-made and spnrious.

The Catholic fights the Jew; the Jew fights the
Catholic and Protestant; all three fight the Mor-
mons ; while a Mohammedan wants to cleave the
skull of every man who does not believe that
Mohammed was a true prophet. These different
systems of religion have been the cause of more con-
tentions, tortures, wars, and bloodshed than all other
causes combined. Every flathead wants to fight
everyone who differs from him. For three hundred
years, during the holy wars, wherever a crusader set
his foot human blood gushed up from the ground.
The country is paved with human bones from the
north of Europe to the Holy Land.

Each book which the different sects regard as holy
gives the devotee a different idea of God. Then
these worshipers will do anything they think will
please the God whioh they formed in their minds,
whether it is to torture a heretic, hang a witch,
burn a Bruno, or murder a Ferrer. The Christian
is not only a flathead, but he worships a flathead
God who, he thinks, can do the impossible. The
God can divide himself into three equal parts and
have each part equal to the whole, as it was before
the division was made. The three parts can be
joined together and still have three separate and
distinct parts, each part equal to all three. One
part can die and yet all three parts b9 alive. One
part can beget a son and the other two parts be the
father of it. Demmed queer, ain’t it 7—but it's all
clear to a flathead. *“ Believe or be damned.”

People who have been put through the flattening
process lose their reason and believe anything
written in the book. Can a man really believe that
the dead were brought to life, that snakes and asses
could talk, that a man had the strength of forty
horses, and that his strength lay in his hair ? That
a man ever navigated the high seas in the belly of a
big fish, that dead folks ever dug out of their graves
and ran about the country ? Anything in Baron
Munchausen that is an overmatch for such stories?
But they are not only reasonable, but sacred, to the
flatheads. Whew! Scat!

Thousands have died of hunger praying for bread;
the ocean’s bed is lined with the bones of those who
went down praying to bo rescued. In all of the
world’'s history not one prayer was ever answered,
and yet the flathead mumbles over the same prayor
every day, and keeps it up year after year, firmly
believing that if he only exercises sufficient faith his
pravers will be answered.

Now | want to show yon what faith can do. An
old hunter had killed hundreds of deer with the same
gun—it never missed. At length he got such faith
in that gun that he could bring down a deer when
the gun was not loaded. When will the flatheads
learn that they always pull the prayer trigger with
an empty barrel ?

If a Christian is mistaken about everything else,
he is sure that he has a soul, though he never felt,
heard, or saw a soul—cannot describe one—and has
no more idea of one than ho has of a whirlwind on
the planet Mars. He can form no conception of it
as to shape, substance, quality, or quantity. Question
him closely, and ho cannot bring one spark of evi-
dence that such a thing as a soul exists.

Not long ago | read of a man who was unconscious
a hundred and twenty hours. Where was his soul
during that time? If he had one, he could not
realise it, for his brain did not act and ho had no
sense of anything. That is the condition of the
dead. When his reason returned he had no more
sense of a soul than he had while unconscious. What
kind of a thing can a soul be when one cannot be
conscious of having one ?

When one can neither feel, hear, see, taste, nor
smell, for the time being ho is virtually dead. Death
is simply a continuation of that condition. Accord-
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ing to flathead philosophy, when a man is in an un-
conscious state, if a bullet is sent through his brain
it will wake him up; it will actually bring him {®
life and he will live forever! The truth is it wd*
continue that unconscious state, and he will be dead
forever.

Try to think of your condition before you had an
existence. The song of a bird, the opening of &
flower, the shock of an earthquake, would bo all the
same to you. You knew nothing before you had an
existence; you will know nothing after that existence
ceases. You knew nothing before you were born,
you will know nothing after you are dead. As it was
before this life, so it will be after this life ceases.
Anything which has neither weight, form, nor m0®
surements, and which we can neither feel, hear, s>
taste, or smell, is so near nothing that no scientific
test can determine the difference.

Christians claim that the soul will never die. That
which lasts forever is indestructible. That which is
indestructible never had a beginning. Therefore all
the souls that are to animate the millions yet unborn
are in existence now. Not a man on the face of the
earth can in any way get any knowledge of these
souls. Is it possible that people will know more after
they are dead than they know when alive ?

Every flathead is sure there is a God, and every
one has adifferent God. If this statement is doubted)
guestion twenty Christians, and it will be found tba
each has a different idea of God, the best evidence m
the world that all the God there is is a creature o
the imagination. If a man does not see God in tbO-
“ clouds ” and hear him in the “ wind,” the Christi®
thinks that he is intrinsically bad—bad from top tO
bottom—bad through and through. If a man
not see the work of his hand in all that he behold3
in the broad field of nature, he is not only stup;d>
but vile. And yet | have questioned many Cbn®
tians, and in no instance has one brought forth OV
dence to prove the existence of a God which wool
be accepted in a court of justice. ,

When cleared of faith and smoke, all the argumorb
that | have known to be brought forth to prove 0
existence of a God amounts to just this: “ I boliOV?'
And as far as bad men are concerned, some of
most liberal, humane, and charitable men thai» |
have ever known did not believe in a Supernatur®
power. And | believe it may be safely sbated tba
most of the intelligent men do not believe iN toO
God of the Bible ; while some of the most coward!a;(
dastardly human sneaks have been the most devo
Christians.

There is nothing in this world, or any other, - ,
the natural. In along lifo I have never witn0O®
anything supernatural. | have known the most p
rible and destructive effects produced by lightulo™
wind, and water. If God had anything to do ©
these calamities, instead of being worthy of PrOG}
and adoration, he is entitled only to horror 9

conempt. . _ . (ot
Hills and mountains, by their drainage, will

rivers and lakes. Millions of tons of earthy

is transported to the oceans by these rivers, beixg

the land is losing this matter, the oceans are
filled np. The revolution of the earth upon it0 9(j
has forced the matter toward the equator and P |9
it up, so to speak, until the equatorial diamOtO
much greater than the polar. Therefore rRer8 Ost
niDg toward the equator, like the Mississippi»
actually run up-hill. Great swells are raised on (
ocean by the attraction of the sun and moon. ' gy
finds a passage into the internal fires of the O~
and generates gas and steam, which find ®
through the chimneys of the volcanoes, so that
lions of tons of matter are brought np *roBlfacC
bowels of the earth and deposited on the Otr
The sun, shining on falling drops of water, Pr°  Of
the beautiful rainbow. When all the operatrO ere
nature are fully understood, it will be seen that ~ »
is no use for any God, because there is nothiDe
him to do. . (b0
As long as priests and ministers contiuu
nefarious work of reducing those blest with 00
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sense to idiotic flatheads, there will be little progress
wade in exploring the field of nature. There must
ever be a war between superstition and freedom of
thought. Catholicism is a menace to the free in-
stitutions of this country. No Catholio should be
allowed to hold an office here. What would be
thought of putting an Englishman in office who
owes allegiance to the crown? Every Catholic
owes allegiance to a foreign head. If .atrue Catho-
hc, he will be true to the Pope; if true to the Pope,
he will betray the free institutions of this country.
He cannot serve two masters. The principles of
Catholicism and those of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence can never be harmonised. A pope hates the
principles of democracy as a mad dog hates water.

The minds of flatheads are so much engaged in the
affairs of another world that they neglect the affairs
of this world.

During the Dark Ages the ohief concern was to
Prepare for a heaven which they knew nothing
about, Never was there found a worse condition of
society. Monks and priests were the guides and
leaders, and of all men they were the most dis-
honest and treacherous. According to their view,
Cod favored belief more than good conduct. A man
aright wade in the mire of dissipation, but it was not
as dangerous as unbelief.

Reason teaches that those who live good and pure
Jjves, and are really fitted to live in this world, are
fitted for any other world. The flatheads view
things in a different light. No matter how vile and
aorrupt a man may be, if he has full faith in the
efficacy of the blood of Christ his name will be
Written in the lamb’s book of life, and he will be
Permitted to join the vast throng of slipshod flat-
heads who wear crowns, and to play on a harp of a
thousand strings and prance about in the streets of
he New Jerusalem singing praises to the great
Whnangdoodle, world without end. Amen.

John Peck.

Religion and Moonshine.

The “ glimpses of the moon” have moved men from
twilight of human history. From remote ages
Poets have sung the moon’s praises, and the super-
. tiona to which her supposed influence has given
rlae are almost inexhaustible. According to legend,
® not only determined weather and affects mad-
but influences a multitude of other things.
Ifiose greafc and good meD) old Moore and Zadkiel,
®etn to think that there are few things, from pitch
toss to marriage and manslaughter, in which
hcebe has not a finger. Like the Rosicrucian in
udibras, they appear to havo an intimate acquaint-
anceship with,-

“ The man in the moon,
That to the ancients was unknown.

Indeed, the ancients were so chivalrous that they
ffientified the beauteous goddess Artemis and the
baste Diana with the moon. To them she was a
Ir8'n deity attended by her maidens, and her temple
5 Hpheeus was one of the seven wonders of the
Other times other faiths. The “ Heathen
Unnee” have a legend that a rabbit exists in the
, °°Q and makes those shadows on its face whic
vo so often attracted the curious and the amorous.
W legend is transformed by the pious Buddhists
-qy the hare winigh 0168 Gavkama when the Xeacher
in a w and hungry. The hare offered assistance
ilonaraanner w°rthy of a courtier of the Grand
~Qdha r : “If you are hungry, Kkill me.”
bat the "0l ed a dre»into whioh the hare jumped,
burled it ~°a°ber plucked it from the flames and
Warnin moon, where it remains an awful
World. 7 °* Hie danger of politeness in a sinful
Th
ffiarka danoy of the American Indian shapes the
Q bhe moon into human form. The little
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Hiawatha, seeing the moon rise from the water,
asked Nokamis, and was told:—
“ Once a warrior, very angry,
Seized his grandmother—threw her
Up into the sky at midnight,
Eight against the moon he threw her.
"Tis her body that you see her.”

Some of the Pacific Islanders likewise believe in a
woman in the moon. To the Scandinavian, the
shadows appear to be made by two children whom
the moon kidnapped. The Poles call the man in the
moon Pan Twasdowski and have a long legend to
account for his whereabouts. It is delightful to find
a number of Biblical characters associated with this
lunary asylum. The Jews placed Jacob there.
Others saw Isaac bearing the faggots for the sacrifice
on Horeb. The Italian imagination bodied forth
Cain and a load of thorns, said to be the fruits
mentioned in Genesis. One wonders what freak of
human fancy procured Cain his admission to the
moon. The legend was ourrent before the time of
Dante, who says:—

* Onward now
For now doth Cain, with fork of thorns, confine
On either hemisphere, touching the wave
Beneath the tower of Seville."

When the poet and Beatrice enter the moon, he
asks anxiously:—

“ Tell, I pray thee, whence the gloomy spots
Upon this body, which below on earth,
Give rise to talk of Cain in fables quaint.”

The English Milton makes the celestial Raphael
the sponsor of his views on the subject. The spots,
he thought, were neither measles nor pimples, but—

“ Unpurged
Vapors not yet into her substance turned.”

Neither the gifted Florentine of the fourteenth
century no the educated Englishman of the seven-
teenth, knew aught of the mountains of the moon.
Mediaeval writers refer to the man in the moon as
carrying a burden of stolen sticks. Chaucer supports
the same tradition in the “ Testament of Crescid ” :

“ On her brest a chorle painted full even,

Bearing a bush of thorns on his backe,
Which, for his theft, might climbo no ner the heaven.”

The man in the moon is sometimes used as a syno-

nym for Mr. Nobody. Stephano mystifies the
monster Caliban in The Tempest, on their first
meeting. When Caliban asks him if he has dropped

from heaven, he replies .(—
“ QOut of the moon | do assure thee |
man in the moon when time was.”
If tho universality of any belief be a test of its
truth, thero is muoh to be said for this faith in
moonshine. As Shakespeare says, “ Truly the moon

shines with a good grace.” MIMNEEMOS.

I was the

ACT OF A CHRISTIAN GENTLEMAN.

From the colloge days of William H. Baldwin, Jr., until
liis too-carly death thero aro no unfilled gaps, writes John
Graham Brooks in An American Citizen. He won success
with clean hands and unstained honor. He behoved that all
men were bound together to help their fellows. “ To do
good together is to tolerate and forboar together,” he said
in a public address.

Before him in the audionco wero men of different color,
nationality and religion. Ho spoke of the exasperations
between capital and labour, of raco misunderstandings and
the national rivalries that creato wars. Ho illustrated his
point by the following:

“1 must toll you a story that a Jowish woman told mo
only a few days ago. She is a woman who devotes hor timo
to tho people on tho poorer side of Now York City. She
livos in a tenement house on tho East Side, and passes daily
by tho door of a Chinese laundry.

“ Each day sho would stop and speak, and say, ‘Hello,
John 1 and they would say, ‘ Hollo, lady 1

“ After acouple of weeks, as sho passed, she saw only one
Chinaman whore thero had been two, and she asked, ‘ Where
is tho other, John?’

““Him in the hospital.
tho head with a blick.””

Clistian gentleman struck him in
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday,
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
| ndoor

Caxton Hall (Victoria-street, Westminster): Thursday and
Friday, March 30 and 31, at 8, Debate, Eev. J. A. Warschauer
and G. W. Foote, “ Theism or Atheism?”

Stratford Town Hall : 7.30, G. W. Foote, “ The Bible.”

Qutdoor.

Istington Branch N. S. S. (Highbury Corner) :
Paperno, a Lecture.

12 noon, lvan

COUNTRY.
I ndoor.

Abertillery, Mon. (New Era Union. Metropole Theatre):
Joseph McCabe, 3, Lantern Lecture, “ Wonderful Chapters in
the Story of the Earth 6, “ The Churches and Social Progress.”

Glasgow Secular Society (Hall, 110 Brunswick-street): 12
noon, Class ; 6.30, Jas. Keid, sen., “ Savonarola.”

L eicester Secular Society (Secular Hall. Humberstone Gate) :
6.30, Entertainment by Sunday-school Children.

Liverpool Branch N. S. S. (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square):
F. A. Davies, 3, "Jesus, the Light that Failed”; 7, “ The King
and the Bible.”

Manchester Branch N. 8.S. (Secular Hall, Kusholme-road,
All Saints) : J. T. Lloyd, 3, “ Is Life Worth Living ?” 6.30, “ The
Tragedy of Calvary and Criticism.” Tea at 5.

Ehondda Branch N.S.S. (Parry’'s Temperance Bar, Tony-
pandy) : 3, Debate, S. Holman and H. Green, “ Is the Bible
Unworthy of Our Implicit Trust ?”

W est Stanley Branch N. S. S. (Co-operative Ante-Boom) : 6
Important Business Meeting.

FLOWERS FREETHOUGHT
By G. W. FOOTE.

Contains scores of entertaining and informing Essays and
Avrticles on a great variety of Freethought topioB.

*28.
-2s.

6d.
6d.

First Series, doth [ ] - -
Seoond Series doth - - -

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.
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BUSINESS CARDS.

Short advertisements are inserted under this heading at the rat8

of 2s. per half inch and 3s. 6d. per inch. No advertisement

under this heading can be less than 2s. or extend beyond ons
inch. Special terms for several continuous insertions.

PKOPAGANDIST LEAFLETS. New Issue. 1. Hunting
Skunks, G. W. Foote ; 2. Bible and Teetotalism, J. M. Wheeler,
3. Principles of Secularism, C. Watts; 4. Where Are Y°U
Hospitals? K. Ingersoll. 5. Because the Bible Tells Me
So, W. P. Ball. Often the means of arresting attention
and making new members. Price 6d. per hundred, P03
free 7d. Special rates for larger quantities. Samples on
receipt of stamped addressed envelope.—N. S. S. Secretary
2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

HAEEY BOULTEE, the Freethinker's Tailor, 108 City-r0?
(2nd floor), opposite Old-st Tube Station. Suits from 37s 6a<
Ladies’ Costumes from 45s. Catholics. Churchmen, Jews,
and Nonconformists support their own. Go thou and do lise'
wise !

FREETHINKERS 1 You will not do justice to yourselves if y0*
buy a Suit before seeing patterns of my 30s. and 50s. Suits t

measure. Patterns and Belf-measure form post free. Fit, sty*8'
and wear guaranteed—J. W. Gott. 28 Church-ban >

Bradford.

THE

MARTYRDOM OF HYPATIA-

An Address delivered at Chicago by
M. M. MANGASARIAN.

Will be forwarded, poet free, for

THREE HALFPENCE.

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-stroet, E-G

SOCIETY

(LIMITED)

Company Limited by Guarantee.

Registered Office—2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON. E.C.

Chairman of Board of Directors—Mr. G. W. FOOTE.

Secretary—Miss E. M. VANCE.

This Society was ormed in 1898 to afford legal security to the
acquisition and application of funds for Secular purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society’s
Objects are :—To promote the principle that human conduct
should be based npon natural knowledge, and not upon super-
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper
end of all thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry.
To promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com-
plete secularisation of the State, etc., etc. And to do all such
lawful things as are conducive to snch objects. Also to have,
hold, receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised,
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of
the purposes of the Society,

The liability of members is limited to £1, in case the Society
should ever be wound up and the assets were insufficient to cover
liabilities—a most unlikely contingency.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent
yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Society has a considerable number of members, but amuch
larger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will he
gained amongst those who read this announcement. All who join
it participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of
its resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa-
tion that no member, as snch, shall derive any sort of profit from
the Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in
any way whatever.

The Society's affairs are managed by an elected Board of
Directors, consisting of not less than five and not more than
twelve members, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) each year,

but are capable of re-election. An Annual General Meeting'«[
members must be held in London, to receive the Rep A
new Directors, and transact any other business that ma. ﬁéq
Being a duly registered body, the Secular Society, L|

can receive donations and bequests with absolute

Those who are in a position to do so are invited to ~eif
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favor i jon,
wills.  On this point there need not be the slightest appre” cnto*3
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The eX eof
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary 0. e& in

administration. No objection of any kind has beon ral {j»9
connection with any of the wills by which the Sod® 1
already been benefited. j( 23
The Society’s solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Batt00
Rood-lane, Fenchurch-street, London, E.C. o

A Form of Bequest—The following is a sufficient
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators : —* |
“ bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited, the sum ?* g by
“ free from Legacy Duty, and | direct that a receipt
“ two members of the Board of the said Society and the t®  tjje
“ thereof shall bo a good discharge to my Executors
‘ said Legacy.” their ~ 19

Friends of the Society who have remembered it in , etftry
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the buCnjlO vid
the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, gy
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential. This is not. [fjg, ftta
hnt it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or rn'irnQoy-
their contents have to be established by competent test
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national secular society.

President: G. W. FOOTE.
Secretary : Miss E M. Vanch, 2 Newcastle-st.,

& Principles and Objects.

anrM,ARISM *eacbes that conduct should be based on reason

i, knowledge. It knows nothing of divine guidance or

re 6" ?rence’ it excludes supernatural hopes and fears; it
raras happiness as man’s proper aim, and utility as his

motal guide.

LiBef arism affirms that Progress is only possible through

seekF *s at once a right and a duty; and therefore

, 0 remove every barrior to the fullest equal freedom of

‘bought, action, and speech.

as ecu'ar>sm declares that theology is condemned by reason

& 3 erstiti0"8, and by experience as mischievous, and
g 187t as the historic enemy of Progress.

JBL!lar*Sm accor(lingly seeks to dispel superstition; to

toorkf 6ducation > to disestablish religion; to rationalise

taat i’ *° Prom°te peace; to dignify labor; to extend
pg well-being; and to realise the self-government of

London, E.C.

Membership.
follo~L?6 80? ia eligible as a member on Bigning the
Allowing declaration f—
plede des'ro to join the National Secular Society, and |

if admitted as a member, to co-operate in
Noting its objects.”

Name...............
Add/ress...............
OCCUPALION .ttt
Oated this............... day of .o 190........
Th' n . 3 .
WithIs , Raration should be transmitted to the Secretary

pJ aAscription.

a minimum of Two Shillings per year, every

his rrfél *a left to fix his own subscription according to
moans and interest in the causo.

tho  -.raiMdiate Practical Objects.
thought &' tjmation of Bequests to Secular or other Froe-
het§fQ3 Societies, for the maintenance and propagation of
cQliti °X °P*n*0M on matters of religion, on the same
88 aPP*y to Christian or Theistic churches or

llelig’® Abolition of the Blasphemy Laws, in ordor that
optfeaj, A y bo canvassed as freely as other subjects, with
The = fino °r imprisonment.
Chufp, ‘Establishment and Disendowment of tho State
i? * England, Scotland, and Wales.
‘b Scho ,olitlon of all Keligious Teaching and Bible Reading
by the 3tat 01 °~Ber °~ucational establishments supported

cKI¥rfpotl'nS  all endowod educational institutions to tho
The Ah  youth of all classes alike.
@ Sus,jaRation of all laws interfering with the free use
0J3av y fo5 the purpose of culture and recreation ; and the
&4 Ar. Peeing of State and Municipal Musoums, Libraries,
A ¢ {Gallorio8.
.0f tho Marriage Laws, especially to securo
d facii;*C . r husband and wife, and a reasonable liberty
the E ty ?f divorco.
ajj ?Ua]'aation of tho legal status of men and women, so
The Pr t %.tnay bo independent of sexual distinctions.
ft*’nthe Ccfon °f children from all forms of violenco, and

~ij~aturehlf °* A 08e w/~° wonE£d make a profit out of their

L&oriut™°B*on,of ah heroditary distinctions and privileges,
/borlioo(] antagonistic to justice and human

?'fions ~ 1Pr2Mumcent by ail just and wise moans of tho con
? towrH a'Y hfe for tho masses of tho people, especially
"\eHings ~ohies, where insanitary and incommodious
ékneHaand .the want of open spaces, cause physical
* *he Prom ease, and tho deterioration of family life,
for itHbtlOAl °f the right and duty of Labor to organise
abb to lo,ar ° ral and economical advancement, and of its
b, Subsf*~*0c”™ou " SQ*h combinations.
i®bt in tb0* u‘10n of tho idea’' of Reform for that of Punish-
Wf'G ho pla roatment of criminals, so that gaols may no
thii ~ a°es 0f00? °f. brutalisation, or even of more doten ion,
°H Who intellectual, and moral elevation for
thg ®xtensi a®ieted with anti-social tendencies.

JP bntnatu.°3J of fbo moral law to animals, so as to secure
7gtio  ~totnot'l0atm 'n(: and )o8a' protection against cruelty,
ttatill °f Arh.'fOti.of Peace between nations, and the substi-

Q@*ai diaputitatioll for War in tho sottlomont of ntor-
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America’s Freethou”™ht Newspaper.

THE TRUTH SEEKER.
FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, 1873.
CONTINUED BY E. M. MACDONALD, 1883-1909.

G. E. MACDONALD. oottt E ditob.
L. K. WASHBURN Contributor.

Subscription R ates.

Single subscription in advance — $3.00
Two new subscribers 5.00
One subscription two years in advance 5.00

To all foreign countries, except Mexico, 50 cents per annum extra

Subscriptions for any length of time under a year, at the rate of
25 cents per month, may be begun at any time.

Freethinkers everywhere are invited to send for specimen copies,
which are free.

THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY,
Publishers, Dealers in Freethought Books,
62 Vesey Street, New York, U.S.A.

A NEW (THE THIRD) EDITION

OF

FROM FICTION TO FACT.
By F. BONTB.

(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)

REVISED AND ENLARGED.
SHOULD BE SCATTERED BROADCAST.

SIXTY-FOUR PAGES.

PRICE ONE PENNY,

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-stroet, Farringdon-street, E.C.

PAMPHLETS by C. COHEN.

Foreign Missions, their Dangers and

Delusions 3d.
Fnll of facts and flguros.
An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics 6d.
Principles of ethics, based on the dootrine of Evolution.
Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity.. Id.
Christianity and Social Ethics Id.
Pain and Providence ... — Id.

The Pioneer Press, 2 Nnwcaatlo-stceot, Farringdon street, E.C.

DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH

BY

G W. FOOTE.

Being a Three Hours’' Address to the Jury before the Lord
Chief Justice of England, in answer to an Indictment
or Blasphemy, on April 24, 1883.

With Special Preface and many Footnotes

Price FOURPENCE. Postfree FIYEPENCE.

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcaatle-streot, Farringdon-streot, E.O.
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GREAT PUBLIC DEBATE

THEISM OR ATHEISM?

BETWEEN

The Rev. Dp. J A WARSCHAUER

(Representing the North London Christian Evidence League.)
AND

Mr. G. wW. FOOTE

(Representing the National Secular Society.)
AT

CAXTON HALL
ON
Thursday and Friday, March 30 and 31.

Chairmen: Rev. C. DRAWBRIDGE & Mr. HERBERT BURRO®s

RESERVED SEATS, 2s. FRONT SEATS, Is. BACK SEATS, 6d
Doors Open at 7.30 p.m. Chair Taken at 8 p.m.

STRATFORD TOWN HALL.

Sunday Evening Freethought Lecture

(Under the auspices of the Secular Society, Ltd.)
APRIL 2—

Mr. G. W. FOOTE: “The Bible.”

_ ALL SEATS FREE. _ _ _ .a,
Doors open at 7 p.m. Chair taken at 7.30. p.m. Collection. Questions and Discussion Inv)l

THE POPULAR EDITION
(Revised and Enlarged)

“BIBLE ROMANCES”

G. W. FOOTE.

With a Portrait of the Author

Reynolds’s Newspaper Bays:—“ Mr. G W. Foote, chairman ol the Secular Society, is well known as * 0d8
exceptional ability. His Bible Romances have had a largo Bale in the original edition. A popular, rovis?
enlarged edition, at the price ol 6d., has now been published by the Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street,

street, London, lor the Secular Society. Thus, within the reach ol almost everyone, the ripest thought ol the 10
ol modern opinion are being placed from day to day.”

H i Large Double-Column Pages, Good Print, Good Paper
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