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Atheism leaves a man to sense.— BACON.

Views and Opinions.

Prominent politicians are apt to have their fugle- 
8n>. especially when they belong to enthusiastic 

eljgiouB denominations — usually Nonconformist. 
ather more than twelve months ago (it was in the 
reethinker of January 9, 1910) we devoted an article 
“ titled “ Christian Heroism ” to some sloppy senti- 
entalism that the Rev. R. J. Campbell had been 

Ch n? a^ou  ̂^ r- Lloyd George. The Oracle of the 
y Temple had been lunching with the Chancellor 
the Exchequer, and the conversation had turned 

P̂°n what they would do if they knew they had only 
g c°aple of months to live. “  I would bring in my 
i t n 6t'" ^ r’ Lloyd George said, “ and proceed with 

>11 the appointed time of departure, and so leave 
Wft6 Woidd with a good conscience.” Mr. Campbell 
in 8„8*ir.nck all of a heap by the “  spirituality of feel- 
(J> displayed in that utterance. He reoognised that 

Christian, known to the world as Chancellor 
he Exchequer, was “ making the earnest porform- 

C(3 of earthly duty a preparation for the eternal ”io
gj ~ ~ v f u n o u i a u  ¿ u o a u i i o i  m o i t i  w a a  o u m u u u i u ^
sH 8,Q.larly high-minded in a Christian statesman’s

L̂e Christian preacher there was something

*ould

“king to the post of duty in such painful oircum- 
; whereas any sound man, merely as a man, 

aot wonder how any decent human being could 
e^herwiae. Mr. Lloyd George owed nothing to 

of ' ,.a®pbell for suggesting that, without the aid 
,}e ¿"Igloo» he would sink upon his knees before 

th,—abject, paralysed, and contemptible.
* * *

be^n° ^ or Pi°us admirer of Mr. Lloyd Georgo’s has 
8e ?. Polling him in quite a novel fashion, by repre­

s s  him as a sort of messiah.
“ An interesting story of the Chancellor of the 

xchequer’s childhood was rolatod by the ltev. J. Hugh 
awards, M.P. for Mid-Glamorgan, at a mooting of tho 
amborwell * Pleasant Sunday Aftornoon ’ at Surrey 

“Masonic Hall, Camberwell Now-road, yesterday. Forty- 
even years ago a doctor was called to a little country 

cottage, where a baby-boy, only 12 months old, was 
ymg dangerously ill. Tho mother, who had only just 
ost her husband, was distracted.

‘ Save my child !’ she cried. ‘ I have dedicated him 
0 God, and I want him to livo and bo a man who will 
0 ®“ mething for his fellow-beings.’

-Cho doctor stood by tho little one’s bedside for an 
°ur and a half. Then ho told tho mother that her 

Player had beon answerod; tho crisis was passed and 
‘ho child would livo.
n ^ a a k  Heaven !’ exclaimed the woman. ‘ We are 
poor, but ho bolongs to God, and I want him to do Borne 
Good m tho world.’
• -n ^ a t  child bocamo a man,’ proceeded Mr. Edwards, 
the Ocntly, the doctor wont into tho publio gallery of 
sur i?Use of Commons, and, looking down at tho Trea- 

'L“ on°h, ho saw his old patient— tho Chancellor of 
Exchequer. I ropeatod tho story to tho Chancellor, 
is perfectly true,” ho said. “  My mother told it to

t i „ /t T onck' k° saw his old patient— tho Chancellor ofXUG ExflllOnn/\H T - ____A_ J iu _ ___x_ i.U _ rs\_____ 11
“ It
Sdld1“« ?  a t‘me- Her prayor was: ‘ O, God, spare this 
a life1' ' r ,̂10 may S°°d to his follows and make

This “  i
-Daily News, Feb. 13.

QPan t>" inb8festmg Btory ” throws a flood of light 
I 644 0rdinar/  Christian mind—if ono may use

the word “  mind ” in such a connection. To begin 
with, how is it that the story has never been told 
before ? Why has it waited forty-seven years for its 
introduction to the world ? Would it never have 
served the turn at some previous point of Mr. Lloyd 
George’s career ? We are not called upon to chal­
lenge the truth of the story. We daresay it has the 
usual amount of truth in it. But all the truth in 
the world could not atone for its silliness. Yes, sil­
liness ; sheer, sloppy silliness.

* * *
Is it meant that God knew of that baby’s dedica­

tion ? If the answer is in the negative, God is not 
omniscient. If the answer is in the affirmative, why 
did God let the poor baby fall so dangerously 
ill ? Was it merely to make him suffer, or to 
provide him with a useful advertisement in later 
years ? And why should the doctor say that 
Mrs. George’s prayer had been answered ? How 
did he know ? Did not children die of that com­
plaint (whatever it was) whether they were prayed 
for or not, and recover from it whether they were 
prayed for or not ? And why should God, who is 
declared to be no respecter of persons, answer one 
agonising mother’s prayer and treat another agonis­
ing mother’s prayer with silent contempt ? More 
questions might be asked, but these are enough to 
show that the whole story abounds in intellectual 
oonfusion. The worst of it all is that Mr. Lloyd 
George himself is cited in support of such nonsonse. 

* * *
Turning to a very different matter, wo have to 

note that the West Ham Town Council has at last 
done itself justice in relation to the Freethinker. 
Some ten or eleven years ago the bigots collected 
their forces and got this journal removed from the 
reading-room tables in tho Free Library. All sorts 
of reasons were given, but every one of them 
meant that this paper attacked Christianity in a 
way that gave tho bigots groat displeasure; which 
web, indeed, a sign that it was doing its work well 
and effectively. Tho paper was called “  soandalous,” 
“  indecent," “ sourrilous,” “  corrupting,” etc ; in faot, 
all tho adjectives were employed that are usual on 
suoh occasions. The borough was deeply agitated 
on tho question; it was even proposed that there 
should bo a referendum of the ratepayers. Tho up­
shot was that the Freethinker was kept in the 
reading-room, but not placed upon the tables. It 
was kept behind a screen, and only handed out 
to those who asked for it, and (wo presume) looked 
as though they could stand it.

* * *
Tho West Ham Branch of the National Secular 

Society has appealed year after year against this un­
fair and foolish treatment of tho Freethinker, and this 
year the appeal has taken effeot. The Libraries Com­
mittee recommended the Council to let this paper bo 
placed on the tables with other publications. This 
evoked a warm debate at the Council meeting on Tues­
day, February 14. The voting was a splendid victory 
for tho cause of toleration. It was 25 to 12. We 
congratulate the West Ham Town Council on its 
complete reoovery from a bad attack of religious
fanaticism. G. W. Foote.

x
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Civilising the Eskimo.

A GREAT deal has appeared in the papers of late con­
cerning the work of Dr. Grenfell, missionary and 
explorer in Labrador. For my own part I am quite 
willing to assume that he deserves all the good 
things that have been said of him. I know little or 
nothing concerning him, and therefore cannot ques­
tion—nor have I any desire to question—all that has 
been said concerning his personal courage, good 
nature, and, above all, his good intentions. But 
while it may be perfectly true that many missionaries 
go out to Labrador and elsewhere for the benefit of 
the natives, it is not by any means clear that the 
natives really benefit by having forced upon them 
modes of life to which they are quite unaccustomed. 
Dr. Grenfell, for instance, is praised for three things 
—preaching the Gospel, fighting tuberculosis amongst 
the natives, and for developing local industries. For 
each of these accomplishments Dr. Grenfell may 
deserve all praise, but tbs question of the value of 
missionary work as a whole is not to be decided by 
reference to work such as Dr. Grenfell carries on.

For the instructive, and deplorable, thing is that 
the diseases Dr. Grenfell is fighting, and the defec­
tive social conditions he is trying to amend, owe 
their existence very largely to missionary enterprise. 
Until missionaries forced upon the Eskimos Euro­
pean methods of housing, quite unfitted to the 
people and the climate, tuberculosis was unknown 
among them. Until the missionaries began their 
work, the Eskimos were quite able to secure enough 
food to satisfy their modest requirements. It 
was the breaking down of old habits and 
customs, and the creation of a number of artificial 
needs, that made it necessary to develop “ local in­
dustries," which in practice means exploiting the 
natives for the benefit of traders. Dr. Grenfell may 
live to see, as he desires, the rearing of reindeer to 
serve as food for the English market. But whether 
that will mean that the food of the natives will be 
rendered more secure, or more plentiful, and their 
labor lighter, is open to question.

In truth, in relation to a people such as the 
Eskimos, the peaceful missionary acts as a far 
greater danger than the raiding trader. The latter 
may rob or kill. In either case the individual loses 
his goods or the tribe loses a member. The piratical 
trader comes and goes, and the evil of him practically 
ends with his departure. But the missionary settles 
down. His deliberate aim is to break down customs 
that timo has tested and to which long experience 
has habituated the people. He forces upon the 
people modes of living and dressing in complete 
ignorance of their effects upon the people, and 
of the moral and physical consequences that 
must follow. His standard of excellence is that 
of his own country; native customs are so 
many barriers to evangelisation that must be 
destroyed at all costs. The more sincere he is in his 
character as a missionary the more iconoclastic he 
is. And when physical disease and economic disor­
ganisation results from his ministrations a chorus of 
praise comes from home for the little ho is able to do 
to stem the consequences of evils he has been one of 
the chief causes in producing. If the pen is mightier 
than the sword, the missionary—be he ever so good- 
intentioned—is often far more deadly than slave 
raider or maxim gun.

That famous explorer, Dr. Nansen, who knew the 
Eskimos intimately—lived with them, ate with them, 
and slept with them—had little but praise to offer 
concerning them. So long as they were untouched 
by Christian missions and European influences, he 
found them uniformly honest and truthful. Dis­
honesty was eo uncommon amongst them that their 
first missionary noted with surprise that they let 
their goods and chattels “ lie open to everyone with­
out fear of anyone stealing or taking away the least 
portion of them.’ ’ They were extremely hospitable 
—far more so than they are when they become “ civi­
lised”—and regarded strictly each others’ rights in the

community. An Eskimo would view with amaz0- 
ment a Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children, and wonder why on earth it was necessary- 
Amongst themselves children are never beaten. I® 
is to their view inhuman. Says Nansen, in his fas­
cinating volume on Eskimo Life :—

“  I have never once heard an Eskimo say an unkind
word to his child....... When the children are old enough
to understand, a gentle hint from father or mother is 
enough to make them desist from anything that is for- 
bidden. I  have never seen Eskimo children quarrelling 
either indoors or in the open a ir ; not even talking 
augrily, much less fighting.”

Doubtless things will soon change under the obas- 
tening influence of Christian teaching and European 
trading. As with children, so with adults. They 
are exceedingly peacefal, and dislike offensiveness in 
word as well as in act. “ It is wonderful,”  he says.
“  in what peace and unity they live with each other; 
for quarrelling and strife, hatred and covetousness, 
are seldom heard of among them.”  They had per­
fected their weapons to the work of fishing and 
hunting; their native boats were marvels of inge­
nuity ; their clothing, habitations, and customs ade­
quate to the climate and to their needs. How much 
better would it have been to have left them alone, 
instead of ignorantly sacrificing their well-being to 
the insane desire for “ conversion ” ?

Now what were the consequences of the desire to 
“  civilise ” and Christianise the Eskimos ? First of 
all the natives were migratory. When one fishing 
ground failed they moved to another. This placed 
very obvious obstacles in the way of evangelisation- 
To be preached at, the people had to be kept sta­
tionary. The complaint was, “  their wandering and 
unstable way of life certainly offer great hindrances 
to their conversion.”  So it was “ remedied.” But 
to keep them to one place meant either that they 
must suffer from want of food consequent on poor 
seasons or develop other methods of living. Other 
methods were found. The Europeans brought them 
firearms—a great advance, it might be thought, up00 
the primitive spear and harpoon. It really involved 
the thinning out of the Eskimos’ invaluable asset, 
the reindeer. Thousands of reindeer were killed, f°r 
the purpose of selling the skins to Europeans-' 
the flesh being left to rot. Again, the ease with 
which birds may be killed with the shot-gun ho8 
induced the natives to largely surrender their fishio6< 
whioh supplied them with food, skins for clothing» 
boats, etc. Still, the trader is benefited, and tb0 
Eskimo is getting civilised.

The houses in which the Eskimos formerly dwelt'" 
large huts sheltering many families—quickly erected 
and quickly destroyed ; the very scant clothing wor® 
—sometimes none at all inside the houses—made f°r 
physical health. These were in the way of ®*6' 
sionary success, and offended the missionaries’ not®0 
of what was proper. It would bo such a glorio00 
thing to get a small and permanent house for eacb- 
So thought the missionaries ; and prizes were offer00 
for house-building. Again the results were disa8' 
trees. Instead of the old-fashioned large comm®10 
house, easily unroofed during the summer, and oar0' 
lessly deserted, small separate houses became tb0 
rule, with the result that tuberoulosis—the diseas0 
Dr. Gronfell is praised for combating—beoame tb0 
great scource of the natives. The natives w®6 
taught the use of money; with the result of 0,0 
increase of covetousness, and greed, and dishonest/ 
—vices that were formerly conspicuous by tb01*; 
absence. We gave them coffee, of which they dr®/ 
largo quantities, with deleterious rosults to tb0® 
nervous systems. And, of course, brandy, of wb®0 
—like all people who have not already passed throng0 
the alcoholio stage—they arc extremely fond, a0“ 
which produces temporary madness. In every dir00' 
tion our efforts at civilising the poor Eskimo baB 
involved disaster. Dr. Nansen’s conclusion that tb0 
upshot of European aotivity amongst the Eski®0® 
has been “  degeneration and degradation in eV01̂  
respect” seems fully justified by the facts.

The Methodist Times, in a notice of Dr. Grenf0“  
work, remarks that “ foreign critics ’ ’ sneer at t0
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way we mix up the flag, the Bible, and business. But 
jt adds : “ It is a tribute to the English genius that 

ia able to combine three things—a genuine Im­
perialism, a deep devotion to religion, and a good eye 
0 the commercial possibilities of a country.” Well, 

?es > we do manage to combine these things, and it 
®ay be with commercial profit—to ourselves. Cer- 
ainly we ara aiwaya m0st concerned with the 

8Piritual welfare of a people where 'and when there 
exists the possibility of commercial and industrial 
exploitation. And our religion, while it serves as a 
justification for exploitation, seldom, if ever, possesses 
he inconvenient quality of condemning our methods, 
ar exploitation is sanctified by our religion, and our 

rehgion enhanced in value, by contributing to our 
Sains. It is a beautiful arrangement; and missionaries 
Who really understand their business never fail, when 
aPpealing for support, to dwell upon the commercial 
Possibilities that are open to us. Even Dr. Grenfell 
wells upon the possibilities of the lumber trade and 

flesh^07*8*01” 11̂  mar^6  ̂with reindeer
It is, perhaps, a delightful arrangement for us. 
ut what of the poor native ? For it is ostensibly 

°n his behalf that we are there. Does the poor 
.mo benefit by our presence ? True, we take him 

edicines—after we have introduced disease. We 
evelop “  local industries ”—after we have paralysed 
he native ones and made his existence infinitely 
ore precarious. We have taught him the value of 

Private property, at the cost of breaking down the 
Primitive tribal hospitality and honesty. We give 
hn the means of satisfying his desires—created by 
e unhealthy absorption of the less lovely features 
our own civilisation. Unfortunately, the natives 

j infrequently decline to benefit by our attentions. 
,h the middle of the eighteenth century the Eskimos 
3n o een ând alone were estimated to number nearly 

>000. Seven years ago their entire number in 
e reeuland, Labrador, Baffin Land, and Alaska hardly 
^oeeded that number. As in the case of the Tas- 
hnian, the Australian, and the Maori, Christianisa- 

1Qu and civilising spells to them degeneration and 
^Ppearance.
J “ Greenland, says Nansen, “  The Eskimos fell in 
faH? ®uroPoans' First it was our Norwegian fore- 

thers of the olden time ; them they gradually over- 
UiQ. W0 retnrned ¿0 ¿be charge, this time

with us Christianity and the products of 
fixation! then they succumbed, and are sinking 

deer |°wer and lower.” This may be safely taken as 
Qj^Ptive of the position and outlook of the whole 
be Eskimo race. In their case ignorant zeal has 

ruore fatal than lawless cupidity. Whatever 
Ore either Greenland or Labrador may have, it ia 

¡|.gry questionable whether the Eskimo will share in 
UeitPea n̂e8B or prosperity; certainly ho will be 
tic) 6r happier nor better than he was ere civilisa- 
bg11 °vertook him. What ho is and what he may 
fonQtae will stand as a glaring illustration of the 
j j  when it is nothing worse—of a movement that 
a t of an 8preada the seeds of degeneration among 
l j i8°PJe and then acclaims its moral heroism in pal- 
gjgt^S some of tho consequences of itB own indis-

C. Co h e n .

Ethical Authority.

J °bief service whioh Nietzsohe rendered to the 
tba^, °0ns*8ted in his demonstration of the truth 
auth •ere. is not, and never can be, any absolute 
t* ,or%  ,*n morals. Such is the message of his 
fiev '^aligned, but ever-procious work, entitled 
bear' ®°°d and Evil—a message which is now 

ubundant fruit throughout Christendom. 
bnr„ , ,^ e Churches complain of as “ the present 
bobbi ’ or “ the arrest of progress," is in reality 
desir1D8 but an expression in conduot of the natural 
cruei6 human mind for emancipation from the 
ia ymnny of the priest. A prominent preacher 

18 the undisguisablo fact that "to-day perhaps

the cry for emancipation from all authority is more 
strident and insistent than ever before but he can 
only meet this cry by the bald assertion that “ man 
needs a master.”  It is very true that, at present, 
most people are slaves, but the fact of slavery does 
not justify slavery as a 'principle of life. It is, alas, 
only too true that “  a Parliamentarian who refuses 
to recognise the authority of his leader will soon lose 
even his seat but that cannot justly be adduced as 
an argument in favor of party government. The 
most deplorable thing about Parliament is that the 
majority of its members lack the rich endowment of 
individuality, and are like a flook of sheep obeying 
the will of the shepherd. It is also undeniable that 
“ the soldier who will not obey orders is drummed 
out of the Army or shot but it does not follow 
from that that the soldier of to-day is bound to obey 
the orders of an Army officer who lived two thousand 
years ago. It is likewise beyond question that “ the 
business man who pays no heed to the customs and 
ideals of his trade will soon be broken but no one 
is silly enough to imagine that the trade customs and 
ideals of the present obtained in the days of Lycurgus 
or Pericles. Such things are in a state of constant 
flux. No one has ever spoken the final word, or 
furnished the authoritative example, in any of these 
departments. And yet the theologians maintain that 
Jesus uttered the final word, and offered the authori­
tative example, in the realm of morals. We contend, 
on the contrary, that good and evil are relative terms 
—that is, terms whose interpretation is dependent 
upon time, place, and circumstance, and not terms 
whose meaning was fixed for all time by an individual 
who flourished long ago. In other words, we of the 
twentieth century are, or ought to be, “ beyond” the 
good and evil of the first.

No scientist would dream of saying that “  morals 
have to do with things that are beyond the natural 
understanding of man but a preacher actually said 
it in a London pulpit only a few weeks ago. The 
Rev. Dr. Newton Marshall, preaching in the Heath- 
street Baptist Chapel, Hampstead, indulged in the 
following extravagant licence :—

“  What is goodness ? wo ask. No one can give him­
self a final answer, because goodness is a great and 
divine roality that had its home in heaven before tho 
world began, and goes on to heaven after this world is 
ended. It applies not only to England, but to all tho 
world ; not only to tho twentieth century, but to every 
century ; not only to what my little brain can grasp, but 
to what is far beyond its roach. I am therefore no more 
able to bo sure for myself what goodness is, and what 
is tho right thing for me to do, than I am ablo to travol 
to Constantinople without tho aid of a time-table.”

That looks like a slice of the “ Glory Song." Dr. 
Marshall modestly refers to “ my little brain "; hut 
surely the reverend gentleman must be mistaken. 
It requires more than the ordinary brain to peroeivo 
goodness basking in the sunshine of its ideal home 
in heaven before tho world began, and to see it re­
turning thither after this world is ended ; and that 
is the very feat Dr. Marshall prides himself upon being 
able to perform. And yet he cannot tell what 
goodness is among men without the aid of a guide, 
nor what to do on any given occasion without con­
sulting his master. To him, oonsoience, though the 
gift of God, is deplorably inadequate; he cannot 
trust it at all by itself. He says: —

"  Conscionco is a very poor guide unloss it bo in 
co-opcration with a master. Conscicnco is like eye­
sight. If I  walk to somo country village, I nocd
direction....... And so conscience is second, but only
second, to whomsoever is our master. Tho conscience 
of the Mohammedan co-operates with Mohammed, the 
conscionco of the Hindu with the Hindu teacher, and 
the conscience of tho Christian with his Lord.”

If God existed, he would never apply to Dr. Marshall 
for a character. Tho reverend gentleman gives him 
an exceptionally had name. He represents him as 
creating or evolving a being, not only capable of 
going wrong, but with a disposition to do so, and 
then as supplying him with a perilously unreliable 
guide. The truth is, however, that goodness, as 
delineated, does not, and never did, exist, and that
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conscience is the individual’s registered sense of 
what society demands from him. Goodness is 
merely the name of the individual’s right attitude 
towards his neighbors. Now, it is perfectly absurd 
to think that Jesus, or any other teacher, could lay 
down a rule of conduct appilicable to all ages and 
countries—a rule from which, in any circumstances 
and under any conditions, it would be a sin to 
depart, And yet Dr. Marshall assures us that 
“  essentially Christianity is the acceptance of the 
Lordship of Christ.” We will not follow the preacher 
in his metaphysical flights, wherein he so greatly 
delights. There is no difficulty whatever in talking 
grandiloquently about “ the tones of perfect content­
ment and unity with God which gain their marvellous 
fulness from the utter sinleseness of Jesus,”  and 
those “  words and aots of the Lord which are based 
upon his kingly funotion, and imply an authority 
which is unique,” in which it would he blasphemy 
on our part even to pretend to follow him ; but the 
crux of the whole question lies in the claim that this 
Jesus demands, and deserves, absolute obedience. 
Speaking in the abstract on this point, Dr. Marshall 
is most emphatio:—

“  We do well to realise the ruthlessness with which 
Jesus asserts his Lordship. He does not advance his 
claims with diffidence, or in such a way as to minimise 
their effect. On the contrary, he claims to be the unique 
captain of the human soul. He will suffer no rival. 
He will allow no right of appeal. He will grant no con­
stitutional limitation of his authority. He will be the 
disciples’ dictator.”

That language is extravagantly strong; but what 
does it mean ? It is simply an emotional outburst 
devoid of any intellectual and moral significance 
whatsoever. Dr. Marshall knows well enough that 
he is preaching an utterly foolish and impossible 
gospel. Whether Jesus was the Son of God or not, 
whether he be regarded as an honest but self-deluded 
man, or as a deliberate impostor, the fact that stares 
us in the face is that nobody in the world has ever 
obeyed him, and that because he is absolutely un- 
obeyable. Tolstoy made a most theatrical attempt 
to accept him as his unchallenged dictator ; and for 
his pains Christian ministers describe him as 
“ wrong-headed.” Poor Tolstoy, he attempted the 
impossible, and ignominiously failed, as was inevit­
able.

It is very curious that, whilst enforcing the duty 
of obedience with signal insistence, Dr. Marshall has 
next to nothing to say about what Christians are 
called upon to obey. If Jesus is his “ disciples' dic­
tator,” he must dictate something. “ He oommands 
us to be humble, pure, gentle, peace-loving, and the 
like,”  says this preacher: but so does every other 
moral teacher the world has ever seen. Let us rather 
listen to the Galilean teacher in what is more peculiar 
to himself:—

“  Ye have heard that it was said, An eye for an eye, 
and a tooth for a tooth ; but I say unto you, Resist not 
evil; but whosoever smiteth thee on thy right cheek, 
turn to him the other also. And if any man would go 
to law with thee, and take away thy coat, let him have 
thy cloke also. And whosoever shall compel thee to go 
one mile, go with him twain. Give to him that asketh 
thee, and from him that would borrow from thee turn 
not thou away.”

That passage may be employed as a fair test of 
discipleship. According to the teaching ascribed to 
Jesus, “ every one that heareth these words, and 
doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, 
which built his house upon the sand,” or, according 
to another version, if Buch a man escapes when his 
house falls, he “  shall be called least in the kingdom 
of heaven.” But the above extract contains words 
attributed to Jesus which have never been done ; and 
when divines, even the most evangelical, are con­
fronted by them, they either shrink into their shells 
or resort to unworthy shufflings. They say: “  You 
are in error if you suppose that those sayings are to 
be taken as so many literal precepts or command­
ments. They are nothing of the kind; they are 
general principles, or spiritual ideals, and not intended 
for rigid translation into actions.” Here is an ima­

ginary dialogue between the Divine Dictator and his 
human disciple :—

Dictator.—I have loved thee and given myself up for 
thee on the cross; and I have accepted thee and for­
given all thy crimson sins. Now, I demand a return in 
the form of unquestioning obedience to all I say. AmoDg 
other things, I command thee never to resist evil in any 
shape or form. Art thou prepared to obey me ?

Disciple.—Yes, dear Lord, I am ready to die for thee 
any moment. I  shall do my level best to be obedient to 
thy precious w ords; but, dear Lord, if a man breaks 
into my house at dead of night, and begins to annex my 
property, or to assault my dear ones, shall I not do my 
utmost to knock him down and fling him out through the 
nearest window, irrespective of possible consequences ?

Dictator.—Whosoever shall break one of these least 
commandments, and shall teach men so, shall be called 
least in the kingdom of heaven.

Disciple.— Loving Master, I do keep all thy command­
ments in the spirit, though I  break most of them in the 
letter. While resisting evil outwardly I strive to main­
tain inward passivity. While turning tho burglar out 
and half killing him in the attempt, I shall be earnestly 
praying for his soul’s salvation. And hast thou not 
said, through thy servant Paul, that the spirit it is that 
maketh alive, while the letter only killeth ?

J. T. Lloyd.

The Black Army.—II.

( Continued from p. 114.)
T h e  clerical profession, like every other, has if3 
prizes, and they are so graduated as to inspire hop® 
in the least capable and sanguine. No doubt it »3 
true that, in the Church of England particularly! 9 
minister may wait long, or all his life, for prefer 
ment, unless he has influential friends or relative3- 
But this is a disadvantage which is common in every 
branch of industry. While, however, there are 
doctors with no patients, and barristers with e° 
briefs, there arc comparatively few ministers with' 
out occupation and salary. However small their io~ 
come may be, they begin with something, which >3 
solid and secure; whereas a doctor has often to 
spend years in seeking patients enough to keep blCfl 
in bread and cheese, and a barrister to wait year® 
for his first solicitor’s cheque.

A complaint was once made at a Church Congres3 
that many incumbents were deplorably poor, and 1 
was proposed that a gigantio national fund should 
be raised in order to level up the poorest to £300 9 
year. Now, I ask any man of candor and intelw 
gence, who has seen anything of the average “ poor 
incumbent, to say whether he is really the equal, »D 
energy and goneral ability, of the average man wb° 
occupies a post worth £300 in the commercial °r 
professional world.

Probably the clergy would resent their abilw 
being canvassed in this profane manner, but wbejj 
they complain of their poverty they invite suĈ  
treatment; in fact, it becomes inevitable.

Much as it may hurt their feelings, I will even 8° 
farther. I have already said that we have a right * 
expect from Christian ministers, as from all otb® 
men, a decent conformity to their own teaching8' 
Now, if there is any teaching in the New Testam®11 
which is clear, explicit, and unmistakable, it is tb» 
wealth is a danger and poverty a blessing. Accor 
ing to the Sermon on the Mount, the “ poor" arefb 
first to inherit the kingdom of heaven ; and a°0° 
ing to the epistles of St. Paul, every Christian shoe 
content himself with little, and only minister to tb 
bare necessities of his " carnal ” part during f11 
earthly pilgrimage. I do not accept this teach»11» 
myself. I believe that man is a risen animal, u° .1 
fallen angel, and that our sensuous nature shoo 
have ita rational gratification. But I am ^  
Christian, while the clergy are—at least, by Pr°j 
fession. They are bound to follow Jesus and P9^  
or to confess themselves hypoorites. And if  ̂
teaching of Jesus and Paul should be followed ? 
every ordinary Christian, how muoh more sbo0
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it be followed by those who assume to exhort and 
reprove their brethren.

Apart altogether from the express teaching of the 
New Testament, there is something incongruous in 
the action of spiritual teachers, who would wean us 
from the material world, and who at the same time 
detnand a fair share at least of all the good things of 
this life. It reminds one of the Cornish minister, 
whose sermon was interrupted by the news that a 
ship had run ashore. The wrecking instinct was 
strong in that congregation, and every man started 
tor the door. They were arrested, however, by the 
stentorian voice of their pastor, who bade them take 
their seats before God; and then, casting off his 
ministerial robe, he exclaimed : “ Let us start fair.” 

Considering the spiritual pretensions of the olergy, 
I smile when they complain that they are poor. 
•Chat is precisely what they ought to be. It is their 
0nly honeBt condition. Every penny they expend on 
themselves, or their families, beyond what is neces- 
Sftry to support life, is a confession that their doctrines 
are absurd and impracticable, and that they are sub- 
8i8ting on false pretences. I am not at all sure that 
they are entitled to take any oare of their bodies. If 
Chey had a proper supply of the faith which they 
rBcommend to us, they might trust to God for a 
supply of their bodily wants, as Elijah did in the 
desert and the Jews in the wilderness.

Let us turn our attention now to the missionaries. 
Ct is popularly believed that these gentlemen are all 
animated by a burning z?al to spend and be spent in 
"he cause of Christ; that they court hardship and 
danger in the spirit of martyrdom. But what is the 
fsal truth ? It is beyond doubt, to anyone who has 
^vestigated the matter, that the great majority of 
Missionaries have positions of ease and emolument. 
Chey are generally within reach of protection, and 
‘'heir salaries, though sometimes moderate if ex­
pended in England, are always sufficient to provide 
them with every comfort in the land of their labor, 
and generally to provide them with a retinue of 
8ervants which they could never hope to have in 
their native country. I have no hesitation in saying 
that the lot of the average missionary is an enviable 
°Qe- If the statement ba disputed, I will furnish 
inclusive evidence from the writings of travellers, 
and even from the reports of Missionary Societies.

It is, of course, undeniable that there have been 
Missionaries who held their lives cheap, and faced 
hardship, peril, and death itself with unfaltering 
devotion. I honor Buch men, though I do not share 
‘heir faith. Courage and conviction are always 
Admirable, and a martyr’s grave is holy ground. 
MQt every cause has had its heroes. A doctor in a 
hpspitai has been known to suck the poison of 
d'phtheria from the throat of a strange child, and 
^orifice his own life in the attempt to save another’s, 
h'jii’ge bodies of men will always yield a percentage 
°i such noble spirits; and wo may reverence the 
hifirtyr missionary without throwing a false halo 
r°Ut>d the heads of all his profession.

Missionary Societies, in praotice, are ohiefly agents 
0r relieving the congestion of the olerical labor 

d^rket. It is better to send the superfluous men 
D‘ God abroad than to let them stay at homo, com- 
Peting -with their brethren and reduoing the general 
ate of wages. Emigration is an advantage to those 
do go ancj t0 those who remain. And when this is 
ideratood by the British public, the missionary 
dsiness will be seen in its true light. A few go 
diverting the heathen for Christ, some for Christ 
dd themselvos, and more for themselves and Christ. 
Gf a pioco -with the chief motive of this missionary 

dterpnse are the arts employed in raising its ex- 
jdses. School children are cheated of buns and 
duy to fill tho mission-box with halfpence. Shame- 
88 begging goes on from door to door. False 

Pjctures are drawn of missionary heroism, and falser 
j^u res of the moral darkness of the “  heathen.” 

18 perfectly certain that in many cases, whatever 
ay be said of the “  civilisation ’’ of the heathen and 

k e.lr scanty costume in hot climates, they are essen- 
aily more moral than the majority of the mission­

ary’s countrymen—more truthful, more honest, more 
sober, more tender to their children, and more re­
spectful to their elders and parents.

It is a common reply, on the part of its apologists, 
that the Blaok Army is too much judged by excep­
tional cases. In the Church of England, for instance, 
there are only two Arohbishops, and less than three 
dozen Bishops ; and what are these among the many 
thousand ministers of the Establishment ? But what 
is the real value of this objection ? Are not the plums 
few in every profession? How many physicians, how 
many King’s Counsel, how many writers make their 
thousands a year? The number is just sufficient to 
keep the fire of hope alive in the breasts of the less 
fortunate ; so that, after all, we find the same com­
mercial law operating in the clerical profession which 
operates in other departments of human activity.

The critio to whom I referred in my opening para­
graph asserted, as though it were a fact of his own 
knowledge, that the Archbishop of Canterbury does 
not spend a penny of his £15,000 a year upon him­
self; that it is all expended upon his diocese, his 
own wants being supplied by his private income. I 
do nob believe this; but if it be true, it proves 
nothing. One swallow does not make a summer, 
and an argument cannot be based on a glaring 
exception. It cannot he usual for Church dignitaries 
to subsist on private fortunes. Nor is my critic’s 
suggestion in any way reconcilable with the fact 
that suoh immense sums of money have been left 
by so many Bishops in the last hundred years. I 
take it that their estates, as disolosed by probate, 
were partially, if not wholly, built up by savings out 
of their episcopal revenues; and I say that their 
conduct in this respect is scandalous, when we con­
sider that Bishops are constantly pleading to laymen 
on behalf of “ the poor clergy,” and that Jesus Christ 
told them to feed, and not to fleece, the flock com­
mitted to their charge.

Another objection of tho Blaok Army’s apologists 
is that tho Ctiurch of England does not comprise the 
whole Christianity of the country, and that the Non­
conformist ministers must be taken into account. 
None of these, it is said—not even the highest—is 
paid five thousand a year. I daresay not; but I 
think it probable that they take all they can get. 
Some of the luckiest Dissenting ministers in America 
have salaries running into four figures. Dr. Hall, of 
New York, was reported to be in enjoyment of £8,000 
a year. Dr. Talmage took a very largo salary at the 
Brooklyn Tabernaole, with freedom to make as much 
more as he could by writing and lecturing. When 
he visited England, and discoursed for Christian 
bodies, he never opened his mouth for less than £50 
a night. Surely it is difficult to see anything but 
commercialism in such conditions of advocaoy. The 
late Mr. Spurgeon was paid £1,200 a year, in addition 
to the revenue acoruing from the extensive sale of 
his publications. Dr, Joseph Parker lived in a fine 
houso and kept his carriage. Even the salary of a 
provincial minister, like the Rav. A. J. Berry, of 
Wolverhampton, was far from despicable. This gentle­
man publicly called mo “ a professional infidel.” I 
repliod that his salary exceeded the earnings of all the 
“ infidel ” lecturers in this country put together. Of 
course there are plenty of Nonconformist ministers 
with very small stipends, but are there not plenty of 
ill-paid dootors and barristers, and still more of 
journalists ? The law of supply and demand operates 
in all professions. The olericals may not get as much 
as they desire, and indeed they were never heard to 
say they had enoucjh; but they obtain all that is 
possible in the existing state of the market.

I may be told—in fact, I have been told—that the 
salary is not everything to the members of the Black 
Army. I never said it was. They have tastes and 
inclinations like other men, and prefer to earn their 
living in that way. What tickles my risibility is the 
pretence that they are “  moved by the Holy Ghost.” 
They are really called by the motives which lead 
men into other professions. When a man already 
in holy orders receives a “ call,” in ninety-nine cases 
out of a hundred it is to a more lucrative or eligible
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situation. The farce which is gone through on such 
occasions is sickening. When a clergyman leaves a 
poor living for a richer one, he solemnly declares 
that he is directed thither by the third person of 
the Trinity. Every man of sense knows this to be a 
hypocritical falsehood. Nor is the case any better 
among Nonconformists. A minister is invited by a 
neighboring or distant congregation; the stipend is 
higher, and the church more famous. He cannot 
give an immediate answer, for it would look too 
much like a mere business transaction. He say3 he 
will consider it, and consult the Lord, and pray to be 
told what he should do. Meanwhile he makes in­
quiries, the negotiations oontinue, and perhaps his 
old congregation makes him a tempting offer to re­
main. When he has thought the matter out and 
come to a decision, he finds that he has a clear call 
from the Holy Ghost; and when he preaches his 
farewell sermon, he does not say that he ha3 accepted 
a better situation, but that he is going to a wider 
sphere of usefulness.

Many years ago a friend of mine was a member 
of a Congregational Church in Lancashire. The 
minister was an attractive rhetorician, and was 
known to be contemplating a career in London. 
His congregation wished to retain him, and money 
was raised to purchase him a house. Subsequently 
a fresh bribe had to be put in his way. Another 
house was purchased for him, and a handsome 
cheque was presented to him in the vestry. The 
man of God pocketed the cheque with great com­
placency, but ho could not toll the deputation 
whether he would stay with “ his old church” or 
go to London. He would have to lay the matter 
before the Lord. A week later he said he had been 
told to go. But he did not return the cheque, and 
within another week the house was advertised “ to 
be sold.”  My friend thought the church was sold 
too. It was a lesson to him for life. He has under­
stood the Blaok Army ever since.

English history furnishes a colossal illustration of 
the worldly, mercenary motives of the Black Army. 
During the sixteenth century England was con­
verted, reconverted, and converted back again ; and 
it was all done with the high hand of temporal 
power. Henry VIII. quarrelled with the Pope, 
repudiated his spiritual supremacy, and set up an 
independent Church. Under his successor this 
Church was made definitely Protestant. The reign 
of Edward VI. was a short one, but during that 
brief period the Prayer Book was drawn up and 
ordered to be used in all churches, under penalty 
of fine, imprisonment, banishment, and finally death. 
The Churoh officials declared that they were moved 
in this matter by the Holy Ghost. But soon after, 
when Mary came to the throne, they kicked out the 
Prayer Book, and declared that the Holy Ghost had 
nothing to do with it. Once more the English 
Church became Catholic, and the Protestant clergy 
turned right about face to keep their livings. Only 
a hundred and twenty, out of about thirteen thou­
sand, had the honesty to stand by their conviotions. 
Elizabeth succeeded Mary, the English Church went 
back to Protestantism, and the glorious Reformation 
was a standing proof of the ease with which the 
pulpit can be turned by those who have power over 
the bread-and-cheese of the clergy.

Lot me conclude with a few words on the function 
of this Blaok Army. Our red-coats have to fight a 
visible, tangible enemy ; they shoot, and they are 
shot at; they kill, and they are killed. Many who are 
not killed are wounded, and bear about them the scars 
of combat. But the Black Army fight an enemy who 
is intangible and invisible. They fight the Devil. 
This personage was once a grim reality—at least, in 
the imagination of believers—but he has sunk into a 
comic figure, and is now laughed at as a bogey. Never­
theless, the Black Army survives. It is engaged in 
fighting “ Sin.” But what a ridiculous notion it is that 
sin can be put down by preaching. The Black Army 
should be disbanded, and the money it costs be 
expended on the secular improvement of the people.

G. W. Foote.

Acid Drops.

“  Providence ”  favored the Pope with an attack of 
influenza. Fortunately the doctors were able to minimise 
it, and his Holiness only suffered a slight inconvenience- 
We hope “  Providence ”  is not annoyed.

A cranky monk, Iliodore of Tsaritsin, is agitating all 
Russia. The Holy Synod resolved to transfer him from 
Tsaritsin to a monastery in the diocese of Taila, but he 
refused to go, and swore an oath before the altar to starve 
himself to death rather than give in. For five days ho 
remained at the altar fasting and praying, with others 
watching with him on the same diet, and thousands of pious 
people coming and going with their minds unhinged. When 
the recalcitrant monk felt he was at the end of his tether, 
he started the convenient theory that his telegram to the 
Tsar had not been received; then he had a good dinner, and 
was presently picking his holy teeth.

A picture of Jesus Christ standing on a rock in the wil­
derness is being exhibited at the Doró Gallery. It was 
painted by Henry Ault, a Canadian. The artist says he does 
not know how it is that his picture is luminous in the dark, 
and that a large Cross appears behind the figure of Christ. 
Suggestions of a scientific explanation are treated as pro­
fanity. The principal cities of Canada and the United States 
have had this picture exhibited, in the usual way, and f0t 
the usual consideration, and wo are told that “  the simple 
folk of the far West regard it as a miracle.”  We dare say 
it is as good a miracle as any other.

Mr. John Denvir, in his L ife Story o f  an Old Rebel, tells 
the following anecdote:—

“  A noted man among the Fenians was ‘ Pagan ’ O’Loary. 
Jack Ryan told me of how he rather surprised the prison 
officials when they camo to classify him under the head 
‘ Religion.’ Being asked what he was ho said he was a 
Pagan. No, they said, they could not accept that. ‘ Well, 
he said, ‘ you have two kinds, the “  Robbers ” (meaning Pro- 
testants) and the ‘ ‘ Beggars”  (Catholics), and if I must1 
choose put me down a “ Beggar.”  ’ ”

Good 1 And Irish to the end.

“ Rock of Ages ”  was writton by Augustus Montagu0 
Toplady, an eighteenth century Englishman, of the Calvinist 
variety. Theology was a serious thing then, and Toplady 
was assured that overy man, woman, and child on this planot 
needed a tremendous lot of saving. The number of sins wo 
all commit is appalling. At ten years of age. Toplady 
taught, each of us is responsible for more than 315,000,000 
sins ; at twenty, for more than 530,000,000 ; at oighty, more 
than 2,522,000,000. What a job the recording angel must 
have I Surely he must bo the head of a big department- 
Perhaps they call it tho Sin Census Office.

The Bishop of London has hit upon a new way of proving 
the truth of the Crucifixion story— including tho eclipse, the 
earthquake, and the resurrected saints. Ho proposes a 
special service at St. Paul’s Cathedral, both inside and on 
the steps, with a procession of some two hundred clergymen 
marching through tho Strand and Fleet-streot and up Lud- 
gato-hill. The Bishop himself will bo in the procession- 
That settles it. “  Infidelity ”  will hide its diminished head 
— for ever. We mean tho “  Infidelity ”  that managed to 
survive Dr. Ingram's attacks in Victoria Park.

Wo are glad to seo tho Christian Commonwealth raising a 
protest against the Bishop of London and others speaking 
and writing against using tho word “  morality ”  as though ,l! 
were limited to sex relations. Bachelors like Bishop Ingram 
and Father Vaughan, with numbers of other clergymen, ar° 
so obsessed by sex that they see nothing else. It is, so to 
speak, a form of inverted eroticism ; a subject on which a 
great deal might be said if this were the place to say 
But that the protest of the Christian Commonwealth is fully 
warranted by the facts of tho case is undeniable, and it i3 a 
point to which attention has often been called in the30 
columns. And it is a fault which is, in the degree of >t8 
development, peculiarly Christian. The unclean imagi00" 
nation of the monk, for so long tho mouldor of the publ‘c 
mind on the subject of morals, gave the fact of sox an ov0*" 
whelming place in tho mind of laymen. And tho teaching 
of tho monk is continuod by tho clergy of tho Protesta0“ 
Churches. Other vices—lying, deceit, dishonosty, and a 
number of other faults not usually numbered vices, but non0 
the less obnoxious—are passed by with comparative Hg  ̂ . 
ness. Wo have no desire to undervalue tho importance 0
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sox rectitude, but to make it cover the whole of morality is 
to fail to secure even that.

For the peculiar fault of harping upon this topic by 
preachers is that, in general, more harm than good is done. 
Bhe solacious imagination of many a preacher loves to 
dwell upon it, and the imagination of his listeners is also 
roused to unhealthy activity. Things not necessarily 
objectionable are made so, either by attention being drawn 
to them or by an objectionable meaning being given them. 
1 hei row over the Living Pictures in the music-halls, or the 
exhibition of nude statues in the Strand, only served to 
Wake them indecent to thousands who might have seen 
Either without having any thought of indecency aroused. 
People are taught to be on the look-out for the unclean, and 
mose who look for it are seldom unsuccessful in their search, 
the right way to attack an objectionable thing of this char­
acter is to arouse thoughts and ideals of an opposite descrip­
tion. The ]esg saj(j afoout it the better. But the whole 
treatment of Christianity, with its dwelling upon evil and 
dacleanliness, its desire to arouse a strong “  sense of sin,” is 
morbid and disastrous. To arouse a sense of sin in young 
men and women is equal to sending them to read advertise­
ments of quack medicines in order to gain good health, 
iuman nature may need wise guidance, but in a decent 

environment what it most needs is to be let alone.

plan. Those who remain are content—for awhile. But 
what of those who do not remain ? Perhaps General Booth 
will answer next time he is announced as “  replying to 
critics.”

Kev. Walter Wynn, in the Chesham United Free Church 
Magazine, has discovered a live Atheist, in the person of 
Mr. Victor W. Knight, and replies to a letter of that gentle­
man’s. Mr. Wynn recognises that an Atheist may be 
honest; if he were in a proper public debate, he would 
probably find that an Atheist may be a quick reasoner. 
Mr. Wynn himself is nothing of the kind. What could be 
more ridiculous than the argument that God is responsible 
for the heavens, and also for the earth, but not for the 
people upon it ? Who is responsible for them ? They are 
not—for they did not make themselves. Mr. Wynn’s many 
sentences on this matter are mere verbiage. And what an 
idea he has of Bradlaugh’s being sent “  further adrift into 
mental darkness ” by the sneering clergy! Fancy the great 
Charles Bradlaugh in “  mental darkness ”  and the “  illus­
trious obscure ” Mr. Wynn basking in intellectual sunshine 1

The Railway Signal must think there is a largo percentage 
of fools amongst the godly. “  If God has given you a first- 
class ticket to heaven,” it says, “  do not travel second class.” 
Who but a simpleton would—especially if the ticket included 
first-class victuals on the train ?

Mr. Harold Begbie's new book, In the Hands o f the Potter, 
^mch deals with the work of the West London Mission, is 
mmounced as based “  entirely on material supplied by Mrs. 
^nghes and the Sisters of the People of the West London 
■Mission.” Christians will no doubt regard this as a recom­
mendation. Others of a more critical mind would prefer 
sstimony less open to the charge of bias or exaggeration. 
J*t it is on the usual lines. The Mission tells the writer, 

"ho is on the lookout for something catchy ; the writor tells 
he public; and the Mission quotes the writer as independent 
'jstiinony to the value of its work. The circle is thus com- 

P ete. All the “ independent ” testimony ono reads of as to 
8 value of Salvation Army work is prepared in this 
atmer, the gullible public never once thinking of asking 
nether it is the writer’s own opinion or his reading, or a 

Pmpared advertisement of the mission. Meauwhilo the 
mal ills that those missions are called into existence to 
nress continue, and are only removed by the application of 

emedies that lie quite outside a strictly religions sphere of“Ctiojj.

The Vicar of Worksop objects to the presence of women 
in sick chambers when the parson is called in. It doesn’t 
occur to him that some of the women may have an equally 
strong objection to the presence of the parson. For, after 
all, he isn’t a man. Sidney Smith said there were three 
sexes—men, women, and clergymen. Parsons belong to the 
third sex.

Mr. W. Mager, of 8 Wakefield-road, Bradford, sends his 
boy to a public elementary school, and as the lad is the only 
Jewish boy there he is marked out for Christian abuse and 
injury. Christian lads mobbed and kicked him as he was 
going home, shouting at him, “  Who killed Christ ?”  The 
father rosolved to keep the boy at homo rather than let him 
bo subjected to such treatment, but an agreement was 
arrived at whereby the teacher sent the Jewish boy home 
ten minutes before his Christian fellow scholars. What a 
splondid illustration of the moral value of the religious edu­
cation given in public elementary schools !

spikes one about these stories of social missionary 
1Qr is their sameness. There is the same catalogue of 
Us to be removed, the same collection of funds, the same 
hes of earnest men and women dovoting themselves to 
.ug up a human being hero and there, and the same 

tic> Cati°n the power of the Gospel. No one need ques- 
ato* many the men and women engaged in this work 
ex 8artlest and self-sacrificing, nor that they succeed in 
Put D"  a g°°d and strengthening influence over somo others, 
sto • constancy of the work and the sameness of the 
Va,118« ought to at least arouse some suspicion as to the 
^  “ ‘ci'hcc*8 employed. That those do nothing to
Sn C n -le Production of the evil is certain. That there is 

ti *a expenditure of human energy and conviction 
ttll 110 wrong direction is almost as cortain. And as there is 
* 0 ?Xaggorated value in tho estimate of the valuo of the 
^  u Performed, so there is a morbid valuo set on the people 
tplQ are “  saved.” To most of those missions tho drunkard, 
pro- i°f' or Mie prostitute, oithor of whom holds out some 
t^P ect of being “  saved,” is a much more attractive figure 
li(e , ‘ be man or woman loading a decent and unpicturesquo 
day ■ .* w*10 may, through pressure of circumstances, ono 

submerged class. Only when they do join this 
, a*° they of real importance to missions and to senti- 

aoQ(..a ‘y picturesque writers like Mr. Harold Bogbie. In
li &er (llrilAf 1Av\ *V, n.l.AA 1 MAM n«A «A/iAnnininrl 4L A IV>A inlniiiA

^ith

S3&1 . .... .
liBS “ or direction medical mon aro recognising that tho future 
Satn,-7.. . Prevontivo medicine. Wo have to roaliso that tho

holds good of diseases that affect society as a

chawJlera' ®°°th has discovered a new argument against tho 
is his ill-administration of affairs. This is, that he
*Hov6m 03t'lovei* leader of any religious or philanthropic 
this m°nt on the face of tho earth. Wo do not see how 
P’sthni06*'8 charge that those who criticise the Army’s

 ̂  ̂ f*ni»Qfnll»T nminAVAfl rtnfc tttJill AAmnlnf a
K
to him ]"/ way8 ot socuring unity in a movement. Uue is
^¡so n i "Cgother various elements as a result of just and "  «wiiar—• 1 ■■ —- . . . . .  . . . .

iisre ' ■ ar°  carefully squeezed out, ofton with complote 
f to their past services and present circumstances, 

to h;„ jW.° ways of socuring unity in a movement. Quo is

agr& aiuistration. Tho other is to throw out all who dis-
or otherwise show independence of ebar- 

19 that tv,1'lQ'nS only such as care to submit. The complaint 
0 rule of the Salvation Army is to follow the latter

“  Who killed Christ ?” Not that Jewish boy, anyhow. 
Even if his forefathers did, they ought to be thanked instead 
of abused. To be killed was the very thing that Christ 
came to this world for. If nobody had killed him, there 
would have boon no Atonement, not a single Christian would 
ever have existed, nor a single human soul have been saved 
from everlasting fire. If tho Christian bigots had any sense, 
they would see that whoever killed Christ performed the 
greatest service to mankind.

As we expected, thoso who aro praising Dr. A. It. Wallace’s 
last book aro exactly those who are least able to appreciate 
its scientific value. Amongst others, Mr. R. J. Campbell 
roferrod to The World o f  L ife  in a City Temple sermon. 
And, in dealing with tho quostion of pain, ho quite outdoes 
Wallace’s position. Professor Wallace argued that pain was 
less intense in the animal world than in tho world of man. 
Mr. Campbell goes one better by arguing that wo aro better 
norvously organised than the Greeks or Romans, and so feel 
pain more, and even quotes Sir James Paget to tho effect 
that the samo is true comparing modern Europeans with 
tho people of the Middlo Ages. The statement, in either 
application, is downright nonsense. The phenomenon of 
the modern shrinking from pain is a puroly social and intel­
lectual phenomenon. In the Middle Ages— typically Chris­
tian times, bo it noted— when manners wore rude and 
customs brutal, when people were publicly burned, whipped, 
cropped, hung, or broken on the wheel, when the infliction 
and receiving of pain was au everyday affair, people were 
all accustomed to its presence and so resented it less. It is 
a question of familiarity—of education. Very few of us, 
nowadays, seo much physical pain in any acute form. Wo 
shrink from it as we shrink from the unaccustomed. But 
givo a child of to-day tho education and social environment 
of the Middlo Ages, and wo should witness tho same degree 
of callousness to suffering. If Sir James Paget really said 
what Mr. Campbell attributes to him, it is only proof that 
eminent doctors may often go astray in a department whore 
they ought to be reliable guides. Or perhaps it is evidence 
of how rare is the existence of a really scientific mind.

Of course, Mr. Campbell finds the usual Christian excuse 
for pain— pain purifies and develops, and God is therefore



186 THE FREETHINKER February 26, 1911

aiding ns in our spiritual career. Perhaps, when Mr. Camp­
bell is again dwelling upon the deadening and demoralising 
effects of certain social conditions, he will reflect that these 
serve as aids to our spiritual development, and that these 
conditions should be retained as a valuable training ground 
for the generations that are to come after us. The spiritual 
benefits produced by a fit of the toothache is also a theme 
on which we should like to hear Mr. Campbell dilate. Mr. 
Campbell’s circle of acquaintances must be a strange one 
indeed if he cannot find examples of pain and suffering that, 
instead of leading to spiritual enrichment, are the direct 
cause of spiritual debasement. This cheap and easy method 
of apologising for pain is agreeable only to those who lack 
either the courage to face facts or the ability to understand 
them.

Father Bernard Vaughan has been replying to Edison ; 
but, from the report before us, we have no doubt but that 
the famous man of science will survive the answer. Edison 
had said that he knew nothing at all about the soul, and 
gave it as his opinion that his mind was no more immortal 
than one of his own phonographic cylinders. Father 
Vaughan unfortunately mistakes assertion for argument and 
invective for proof. He knows that “ at the back of his 
being there is a soul.” He also knows that “  this came from 
God, and at death would return to God.”  All this is to 
Father Vaughan “  absolutely self-evident." Edison may 
have been either right or wrong, but at all events he was 
sensible enough to avoid a string of absurdities of this char­
acter. Self-evident truths are those the truth of which is 
apparent as soon as they are known. Father Vaughan's 
truths are precisely those that men are certain about in exact 
proportion to their ignorance or unfitness for accurate think­
ing. Father Vaughan concluded by telling his audience that 
religion was “ the only thing worth while.”  Of course, ho 
meant his religion ; other religions are neither self-evident 
nor worth while. Naturally.

Rev. J. Nuthall, a Southport curate, regrets that “  one 
cannot spank a boy because of sentiment.”  Poor curate 1 
Lucky boy 1 It is all up with the good old Bible policy of 
lash-’em and smash-’em.

Mr. J. Fraser Hewes, secretary of the Nottingham Brauch 
of the British Union for the Abolition of Vivisection, declares 
that some of his hardest battles have been fought with 
ministers of religion. He really feels moro bitter against 
some of the clergy than against seme of the viviscctionists 
themselves—for they are paid teachers of morality. Mr. 
Hewes should not have added that the vivisectionists are 
“  materialists.”  We invite him to indicate a single one who 
accepts that designation.

It is announced that Pastor Aked is going to spend a long 
holiday in California, and it is whispered that San Francisco 
is to offer him a bigger salary than he gets at New York.

Rev. Newton II. Marshall is delivering a series of lectures 
on the Apostles’ Creed. In the first one he says Herbert 
Spencer believed in G od ; which looks as though Dr. 
Marshall would have been qualified for drawing up the 
Apostles’ Creed itself, had he lived soon enough.

According to two telegrams on the same page of the 
Daily News lately, it was terribly hot in South Africa and 
terribly cold in the south of Russia. T'ho temperature was 
115 degrees in the shade at Johannesburg, with serious 
results, even colored children succumbing to tho heat. The 
cold in the south of Russia was so intense that 167 persons 
were frozen to death in a week. These divorse experiences, 
and both so dangerous, on tho same planet, show, as tho 
late W. E. Gladstone said, how beautifully “  Providence ” 
has fitted up the earth for man’s habitation.

A correspondent of the Daily Mirror says that “  a com­
plete revision of tho Bible, with pages, chapters evou, elimi­
nated, is tho only thing to save Christianity from Infidelity.” 
Then Christianity is doomed. For tho Church revisions of 
former times were done in privacy ; no printing press existed, 
and there were no newspapers,— so that almost anything 
could be palmed off upon the people. Bat the game would 
have to be played in public now,— and that renders it im­
possible. To bring the Word of God up to date, by a com­
mittee of uninspired men, is too plain a joke, even for the 
most pious and confiding numskulls.

Lord Roberts has his own views of what a British Army 
should be, and, like most professional men, he is willing to

sacrifice every other interest of the nation to the one he is 
associated with. It is impossible for him to hold his tongue 
until every British citizen is a soldier— and not a voluntary 
soldier either. Military men are making a great effort to 
militarise the whole of Great Britain. It is not unnatural 
that they should do so, but it is not very wise on the part of 
civilians to listen to them as if they had some peculiar right 
to settle the national policy. Lord Roberts himself is 110 
more worth listening to on this topic than any other intelh- 
gent and well-informed person. As for the Dean of Norwich 
who seconded Lord Roberts’s resolution at a recent meeting) 
one is bound to say that his being there “  solely in the 
interest of peace ”  is nonsensical without being humorous. 
This dull joke is becoming too common. The Archbishop of 
Canterbury indulged in it at the launching of the Thunderer. 
Now the Dean of Norwich takes it up, and it seems likely to 
be patronised by all the higher clergy. By “  higher ”  clergy 
we merely intend a reference to their positions and salaries.

From a review of the latest edition of Mr. Bryce’s 
American Commonwealth we observe that in the “  Land of 
the Free ” there are still six States in the Union that exclude 
from office any person who denies the existence of Deity- 
Pennsylvania and Tennessee require, in addition, belief in 
future rewards and punishments. And in Arkansas and 
Maryland a man who does not believe in the existence of a 
God cannot act as a juror or give evidence in a court of law. 
Tennessee, we may remark, is noted for its homicides, and 
Pennsylvania has an equally flourishing reputation for cot- 
rapt government. Still, they are very pious, and that atones 
for a deal— with some people.

Bunyan's prison at Bedford, where he wrote the Pilgrim > 
Progress and other works, long ago disappeared, but the site 
is identified, and is now occupied by a public-house. Which 
is a very unpleasant sarcasm. A representative of the Daily 
Chronicle went down to Bedford recently, in order to witness 
the great stir he thought there must bo in tho town at the 
idea of disposing for .£10,000 or so the copy of Foxo’s 
Book o f Martyrs which was used by John Bunyan. H® 
found no excitement at all in the place. "  If the population 
of Bedford,” ho wrote, speaking generally, take any interest 
whatever in Bunyan, they conceal it very successfully.- 
Banyan’s theology is as dead as a door-nail, and his place i® 
English literature is hardly a supreme problem for Bedford-

Mr. Edwards is an active member of tho Swadlincot® 
Urban Council, and his sole object at present is to ava' 
himself of his membership to do his utmost to proven* 
cinematograph exhibitions from being held in tho distflO" 
on Sundays. His narrow-mindedness and bigotry are sucu 
that he will leavo no stone unturned in tho attempt to Pr® 
serve the sanctity of tho Sabbath. Addressing tho ConnC” ' 
as reported in the Burton Daily Mail, ho waxed eloquent>® 
denunciation of “  Sacred Picture Performances ”  on tb® 
Lord's Day, ostensibly because they are given for co*®' 
mercial purposes, but in reality because he fears they w>‘ 
result in emptying the churches. In tho following utterane® 
he showed his hand with a vongeanco:—

“  He believed the proprietor was applying in the ne»* 
future for permission to build a theatre opposite 10 
Wesleyan Chapel, and if this thing were not nipped *® 
the bud he feared that young people would flock out of t® 
chapels into the shows. He might be called narrow and 
* kill-joy,’ but he believed the Sabbath ought to be observe 
as it should be, and if the Council had any power it sho® 
be exerted to the utmost.”

Well done, Councillor Edwards 1 You hit tho nail right 00 
the head. What the churches dread is not Sabbath desectft 
tion, bat competition, because they know full woll that tb®J 
are not able to compete successfully.

Two deaths occurred in the pulpit last Sunday,— that 
tho Rev. A. J. Mowatt, pastor of the Erskino Presbyter*® 
Church, Montreal, and that of the Rev. James Nicbo1® 
Knight, pastor of tho Albion Congregational Church, Asbt® , 
under-Lyne. Evidently they were not under the spe®1 
protection of “ Providence.”  In spite of all their praye,\' 
the clergy die just like Atheists. Yea (as tho old book say9' 
one thiDg befalleth them; as tho one dieth so dietb 
other ; they have all one breath.

Canon Tupper Carey has been “  blessing the nets ” * 
Lowestoft. Nets were brought to tho church, and the & . 
of God took them in his hands and blessed them, invoK» ^ 
success on tho fishermen’s endeavors, and preservation * , e 
peril. Some of tho fishermen may be soft enough to be 1 ^  
in the value of this clerical performance. Wo should ha9 
think the performer himself does.
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

Sunday, February 26, Town Hall, Birmingham: at 3, “ The 
True Heaven and Hell ” ; at 7, “ Charles Bradlaugh: After 
Twenty Years,”

March 5, Liverpool; 19 and 26, Queen’s Hall, London, 
April 2, Stratford Town Hall; April 9, Glasgow.

To Correspondents.

Cohen’s L ecture E ngagements.—February 26. Glasgow. 
•March 5, Manchester; 12, Queen’s Hall; 19, Stratford Town Hall. 
"■ T. L loyd’ s L ecture E ngagements.—February 26, Queen’s 

Hall. March 5, Queen’s H all; 12, West Ham; 19, Glasgow; 
"G, Stratford Town Hall. April 2, Manchester ; 23, Liverpool. 
*l^HITTY wr'tes, in reference to our recent reply to F. Marshall, 
that an English translation of Carducci’s Hymn to Satan 
appeared in the Westminster Review for February 1907; and 
there is an English translation of Focms by Carducci, published 
hy Fisher Unwin at 5s., and the Satan poem may be in the
collection.
Grove.—The Revised Version of 2 Kings, chap, viii., v. 13, 

g'ves a similar translation to yours ; but, frankly, it seems to 
Qa quite inconsistent with the context. Even if that text were 
removed, there is plenty left to show that Jewish law and sen- 
“ Rient regarded the dog as unclean and despicable. The worst 
Possible insult to a Jew was to call him a dog, and the word 
Was used as a euphemism for the committer of a certain un- 
natural offence under the Mosaic Law.

• T. Griffiths.—Sorry your subscription was overlooked in last 
hst of acknowledgments. Thanks for your good wishes.
Wra Gunning.—Freethought is so common in the ordinary 
-F rench press that there is no need of a journal like the Free- 
winker. At any rate, there isn’ t one.
• H. R osetti.—Editorial illness was the cause of your little 
report being neglected. Glad the West Ham Branch’s “ social ” 
was so successful. Thanks for paper.
• R oleffs.—Emerson followed Gibbon (both great names) with 
respect to St. George. RuBkin advocated the other theory, 
that England’s St. George had nothing whatever to do with 
the bacon-selling Goorge of Cappodocia. You refer to our 
('rimes of Christianity, p. 26; but we advanced no theory of 
our own ; it is, indeed, a merit of that book that it refers to 
standard authors for every statement it makes.

W. Mager.—See “  Acid Drops.” 
u ’ ®MITn.—We have noticed one of the items.

'..Marrih.—Voltaire lived to a great ago—long onough to get a 
■ttle old-fashioned in the time of Diderot, who, however, 

?umired him greatly and treated him with profound respect.
'derot and other Atheists, such as D'Holbach and D'Alembert, 

smiled at the grand old man’s prejudice against Atheism. They 
anew, as we ought to know, that a great man is to be judged, 
Rot by his foibles, but by his service to truth and humanity,— 
od Voltaire’s service was transcendent.

*8a .Convert.—Thanks for your interesting letter. Your ex­
igen ce  justifies the incessant propaganda of Froethought. 
Millions of people fail to have it introduced them, and die with- 
ut knowing anything about it. Yet a percentage of them 
ould certainly have welcomed it. We wish individual Free- 

ninkers would do more missionary work. “ Catch my pal”  
8 not a very elegant expression, but there’s no want of elegance 

jj R we act it expresses, especially if it succeeds.
•, woon writes : “ It may encourago others to advertise in tho 

icethinkcr if I mention that I had a roply to each of my single 
dvertisoments.”  This correspondent has obtained thirty sig- 
. ures of ratepayers to a petition for tho placing of the Frec- 

r'.mfccr in the reading-room of tho Wood Green Publio Freo 
in M?ry* ^le a8k8 whether all London Branches could not act 
“ b » Bamo direction. “ It will bo a long time,” he says, 

Before the paper gets even a black man’s chance, but I often 
onder if we do individually as much as we could, or as much 
8 We ought to, do for it.”
^ABker.—gee paragraph. Thanks.

CE Caux.—If the weekly sormon ixi xjwyu> a to tu uu wmauii 
fairly representative of Christian brains in the twentieth 
’ -Ty, th 

say.

j, ^we ought to, do for it.”

’ UR Cadx.—if tho weekly sormon in Lloyd's is to be takon 
8 fairly representative of Christian brains in the twentieth 
entury, that fact damns Christianity moro than anything wc ^  could say.

\V 'p ^ ICII0LS-—Thanks for copies of Stratford Express. 
p ’ ’ Hall.— Always glad to receive your cuttings.

0(i K Tones.—Thanks, though we had noticed the paragraph in 
tlj et Papers. Such statements are, of course, interesting, but 
to ?  ^  no*; aPPear t° re8t on adequate authority, and wo have 

q >e Very particular—far more so than any other journal.
our°WBLL'—lecture Notices should be framed on the model of 

Pfuted list. Nothing should be added. It only gives us 
A. Q t 6 and exPonse.

the F Y*—"Pleased to know you “  look forward to overy issue of 
at tv reci^*'iicr, and treasuro them.”  Shall bo glad to see you

W. MoommSham‘
0r 0,?RB’—Our readers do us a service by sending us newspaper 
you w6r cuHings which they think we might find useful. Glad 

ere so pleased with our Manchester lectures.

J. B. B arker.—We do not know that it matters very much, but 
if Mr. Arthur Hyatt told the judge that he had never spoken 
in Hyde Park as an Atheist, and that he was strongly opposed 
to Atheism, we fancy the statement would surprise some who 
have heard him. John Allen ought to have been dealt with 
long ago ; it is a wonder his “  criminal lunacy ” did not end by 
including murder.

Anonymous letters cannot be inserted or replied to. This may 
sound harsh, hut experience shows it to be a sound rule of 
journalism.

L etters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to 
2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

L ecture N otices must reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon- 
street, E.C., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be 
inserted.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Manager of the 
Pioneer Press, 2 Newoastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C., 
and not to the Editor.

Persons remitting for literature by stamps are specially requested 
to send halfpenny stamps.

T he Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing 
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid :—One year, 
10s. 6d .; half year, 5s. 3d.; three months, 2s. 8d.

Sugar Plums,

Mr. Foote’s visit to Manchester was quite an adventure. 
He had the remnant of a very bad cold hanging about him, 
yet gradually disappearing, but it had temporarily settled iu 
the throat and larynx and nearly robbed him of his voice ; 
in fact, it had robbed him of his voice for platform purposes. 
Ho took the risks, however, of travelling to Manchester on 
Saturday afternoon, hoping that some improvement might 
take place by Sunday. It was “  kill or cure ” treatment of 
tho malady, and happily it did not kill. There was a little 
improvement by Sunday, but the voice was still wretched 
enough, and Mr. Foote had a terribly heavy task to get 
through. Ho kept the attention of his audiences, though, 
from first to last, and there was plenty of laughter and 
applause— and a good deal of questioning and discussion 
after each lecture. Naturally he felt very “  weary, stale, 
flat, and unprofitable”  on Monday morning, and was glad to 
hurry homewards. But he got better as the hours passed, 
and his voice came back all right. It had been shaken, 
punchod, and kicked into good behavior. Tho treatment 
was drastic, and we shouldn’t recommend it in overy case, 
but it succeeded in this one. Wo may add that tho 
audiences were excellent.

Mr. Footo dolivers two lecturos to-day (Feb. 26) in the 
great Town Hall, Birmingham, and very largo audiences are 
expected, especially at his “  Bradlaugh ”  lecture in the 
ovoning. It would bo well for “  saints ”  who wish to secure 
a good scat to come early.

Tea will bo provided in a largo room connected with the 
Birmingham Town Hall between tho afternoon and ovoning 
lecturos, at a small chargo, for the convenience of visitors 
from a distanco. Tea will bo served at 5 o ’clock.

On tho Saturday ovoning boforo his Sunday (March 5) 
lecturos at Liverpool tho N. S. S. Branch will bo having a 
Dinner at tho Bee Hotel, St. John’s-lano. Mr. Foote will bo 
tho guest of tho ovoning. Tho tickets are 3s. each, and can 
bo obtained at the Alexandra Ilall, or from tho secretary, Mr. 
W. McKelvio, 49 Penroso-street, Everton, Liverpool. Tickets 
for Mr. Foote’s locturos (reserved seats Is. or 6d. each lec­
ture) can bo obtained in tho same way. Admission to non- 
reserved scats will bo by silver collection at tho door.

Mr. Colion pays Glasgow his spring visit to-day (Feb. 26), 
lecturing twice in tho Secular Hall, Brunswick-street. He 
is sure to get good audiences at Glasgow. Wo hope they 
will bo more than good on this occasion.

Mr. Cohen had ton questioners after his lecturo at Quoon’s 
Hall on Sunday evening, who were, of course, satisfactorily 
answored. Ton must bo a record.

Mr. J. T. Lloyd is now taking two Sunday evenings at tho 
Queen’s (Minor) Hall. His first subject, to-night (Feb. 26) is 
“  History Cooked to Christian Order,” and should bo enter­
taining as well as instructive. Wo hopo the London “  saints ” 
will see that Mr. Lloyd has good meetings.

We hopo to see a good meeting of members and friends of 
the Secular Education League next Tuesday evening
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(Feb. 28). The formal business of the Fourth Annual 
General Meeting (for members only) will begin at 7.15, and 
will not last long. General speaking, to which sympathisers 
are invited as well as members, will start at 8, whem Mr. 
Halley Stewart will take the chair. The list of speakers 
includes Mr. George Greenwood, M.P., the Rev. S. D. 
Headlam, Mr. S. H. Swinny, Mr. J. A. Hobson, Sir Henry 
Cotton, Mr. G. W. Foote, and others. Admission is entirely 
free to this meeting, which will be held in the Conference 
Room of the National Liberal Club (entrance in Whitehall 
Court).

Caxton Hall has been engaged for tho public debate which 
is to take place on Thursday and Friday evenings (March 30 
and 31) between Mr. G. W. Foote and the Rev. Dr. J. 
Warschauer, the well-known Congregational minister. Dr. 
Warschauer is stationed at Bradford at present, and can 
only come up to London after Wednesday ; otherwise the 
debate would have been fixed up earlier in the week. The 
subject of debate on both evenings is “  Theism or Atheism ?” 
This is the most sensible way in which the question has 
ever been framed. Complete details of the joint-committee’s 
arrangements will appear next week.

There are pretty sure to be big audiences at this debate. 
Dr. Warschauer is a man of ability, and we understand a 
very good speaker. And tho newer generation of Free­
thinkers have never yet had an opportunity of hearing Mr. 
Foote in a set debate. It is nearly fifteen years since his 
last debate in London.

Miss Rough has paid Birmingham three visits, the last on 
Sunday, and has had a better audience each time. The 
Midland “  saints ”  appear to have taken to her, after first 
taking our advice to give themselves an opportunity of 
hearing her.

The Committee of the Œuvre Francisco Ferrer at Brussels 
has just issued its report for 1910. It consists of a sixteen- 
page pamphlet recording the past work of the Committee. 
Incidentally, mention is made, and a photograph given, of 
the Ferrer medal by the well-known medallist, Godefroid 
Devreese, which is on sale for the benefit of the Œuvre. 
The medal in gold is sold at 75 francs, and the silver one at 
5 francs—sent post free by registered post. In addition, an 
account is given of different public demonstrations organised 
by the Committee, and of the publications issued by them on 
the Ferrer case. These will be new, and cannot fail to be 
interesting to English readers of French, who will note that 
the publications range in price from 10 to 60 centimes. 
Notable amongst these publications is the full translation cf 
the official proceedings at the Ferrer trial (Les actes officiels 
du procès Ferrer, etc., 120 pp.), and tho preface and analysis 
(80 pages, all in one volume) by Professor Lucien Anspach. 
This is sold at 60 centimes.

The chief work of the Committee in 1911 will relate to the 
inauguration at Brussels of tho handsome monument to Ferrer 
designed by the sculptors M.M. Puissant and Puttesnans. 
This will, it is hoped, bo erected on October 13, 1911, the 
second anniversary of the martyr’s death. The cause of 
Ferrer is the cause of international Freethought, and the 
Committee makes its appeal to the organisers of Free- 
thought, Rationalist, Ethical, and Positivist Societies and 
their members, and to all individuals sympathetic with 
Ferrer or Freethought, to aid them with subscriptions 
towards the necessary funds to complete their work. They 
ask for 5,000 francs (about ¿9200), and we hope their project 
will not fail for want of funds. Subscriptions for the monu 
ment, and applications for medals and publications (the 
series of 9 would cost 2 francs, post free), should be 
addressed to the Committee’s Secretary, Professor Eugène 
Monseur, 75 Avenue Milcamps, Brussels.

A great anniversary has occurred, not since tho date, but 
since the publication, of last week’s Freethinker. It was on 
February 17, 1600, that Giordano Bruno was burnt to ashes 
at Rome. He was murdered by the Catholic Church for his 
Freethought. He was perhaps the noblest martyr of all tho 
ages. In the name of science, freedom, and humanity a 
monument has been raised to his memory on the very spot 
where he was burnt.

President’s Honorarium Fund, 1911.
Seventh List o f  Subscriptions.

Previously acknowledged, ¿0132 16s. 8d. J. T. Griffiths, 
10s. ; Manchester, 5s. ; H. A. Lupton, 10s. ; H. Baker (Miss)! 
10s. ; O. Friedman, 8s. ; H. Shaw, 5s. ; F. Rose (S. Africa), 
XI Is. ; A. G. Lye, 5s. ; J. Charter, 7s. 6d. ; W. Wells, 2s. 6d.

Äiry Nothings.

“ Philosophy will clip an angel’s wings.” —K eats.
Charles Lamb ’s jocose question to the pious 
Coleridge of how many angels could rest on the 
point of a needle is irresistibly funny. Yet men 
from the earliest ages seemed to have believed as 
firmly in guardian spirits as in witchcraft. Such & 
view was held by Pythagoras and Plato and many an 
ancient wiseacre besides, and their faith was as 
earnest and robust a3 that of the Christian meta­
physician, Sir Thomas Browne. The titled philoso­
pher lays it down that angels “  do what we cannot 
without study or deliberation.” If that be so, then 
ladies are intellectually on a par with angels, for that 
sex usually arrives at conclusions by instinct. 
According to the Jesuit father, Lewis Henriquez, 
angels masquerade as well-dressed ladies. So that, 
in the love of personal adornment, there is a further 
resemblance between ladies and celestial beings. 
Anyone who wishes to know more of this fascinating 
subject should consult the learned father’s scarce 
book, The Business of the Saints in Heaven, published 
at Salamanca in 1631.

In this secular and matter-of-fact generation, the 
world has lost utterly that delightful simplicity of 
faith which took the old-world priest’s pretty 
imaginings for granted—and without a smile. 1° 
the middle ages, a man might believe what be 
pleased. Disbelief was the thing that mattered. 1° 
the Campo Santo at Pisa, Andrea Orcagna, in bis 
fresco, “  The Triumph of Death,” painted his angels 
as birds. This idea of the angels taking the form of 
birds is, it may be remembered, made a point of 
the old-fashioned story of The Changeling, in which ® 
child imagines that the sound of ohurch bells wa® 
made by angels, much like the Shelleyan lark Binging 
at heaven’s gate. Shakespeare, knowing what would 
please the crowd, makes Horatio say over the dead 
body of Hamlet:—

“  Good night, sweet prince,
And flights of angels sing thee to thy rest.”

“ Angels visits are few and far between,” says the 
lying proverb. Yet they come when most needed m 
pictures and stories and melodramas. Almost every­
one has seen a picture of a poor sempstress asleep 
over her work whilst a diaphonous angel finishes her 
task. In real life, unhappily, “  Tho Song of the 
Shirt ”  is tragio, not farcical.

Other and more learned pens must discuss tb0 
wide and fascinating suVjoot of the origin of angel® 
and their connection with the cognate conception® 
of Greek genius borrowed from Assyrian predecessor®- 
In the Saxon manuscripts the angels are dressed i° 
shirt and undershift. As it happened, the Saxon 
artists had little, if any, imagination, and clothed 
their angels in the fashion of the period. With 
Perugini, Luini, and Raffaelle died the old simp'0 
and ascetic angelhood. Doubtless, Angelica’s angel® 
were elegant creatures ; but Ary Scheffer could, bad 
he tried, have done as well. After all, it comes to 
this, that artists have all along oreated angels fl8 
the character of their own minds allowed them t° 
conceive creatures from a supposed heavenly spber®- 
And as with the artists, so it has been with tb0 
writers. Dante deals with the subject in the truif 
Dantesquo spirit, with a mixture of ideality an» 
worldly satire and a Christian spirit of unforgiven0®® 
towards his contemporaries. Our Dante Rossetti 18 
roally more ideal than his prototype. Thus, tb0 
“ Blessed Damosel” is more modern in concept*00 
than he who lifted the veil from the great Flore0' 
tine's brow and led him the rounds of purgatory.

From the iconography of angels to their osteoIoS? 
is but a step, maybe, the one narrow step wbi° 
divides the sublime from tho ridiculous. In the ca® 
of an artist like Michelangelo, tho skoleton might b° 
left to take its chance under tho drapery. It can n ° 
be denied that with a pair of wings fixed with00 
relation to muscular and anatomical reqnirem0° V  
tho soapula is made to do double its work. *
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point of juncture of the wings with the body of an 
angel has always puzzled the artists, as well̂  it 
might. Some solved the difficulty by dispensing 
with the angelic body and attaching the wings to 
the head only. Concerning the articulations necess­
ary for a six-winged angel, like that figured on a 
stained glass window at Merton College, Oxford, the 
least said, the soonest mended. Such discussion is 
mere word spinning, more or less resembling the 
verbosity in Light and The Two Worlds.

The fact remains that Christian theologians stole 
their angels with so much else of their religion. 
Christian art is not entirely to blame for angelic 
construction. Some of the responsibility for the 
•conography of the angel must be thrown upon the 
Greeks, who, according to their own imperishable 
words, possess backs broad enough for the burden. 
The “ Winged Viotory ” of the Greek is unquestion­
ably more sublime than any feathered biped of the 
Christian imagination. MlMNEBJiUS.

Nature’s Curious Contrivances.—II.

(Continued from p. 125.)
will now consider that most wonderful form of 

Protective adaptation specially termed Mimicry. As 
®arly as 1836, Boisduval’s attention was arrested by 
,. remarkable resemblances existing between dis- 
lQct species of Lepidoptera. No explanation of this 
Pparent anomaly was forthcoming until Bates 

Published his classical paper on the Insect Fauna of 
Amazons' Valley, in 1862. In this essay, which 

a S cr ib e d  as one of the finest ho had over 
ad, Bates demonstrated that groat advantages 
°old accrue to a palatable inseot if it were able to 

e 0c°8sfuHy mimic the manner and appearanoe of a 
.] n8picuous species of the unpalatable kind. This 
¡ « g a t i n g  theory bore immediate fruit, and the 

vestigations of Wallace, Weismann, Meldola, Fritz 
thf • ant* F °u*bon, to which it gave rise, proved 

a,j in a vast number of instances where such 
ouory exists, the mimicked species belongs to the 
Palatable order of insects.

¡at ^  phenomena of mimiory are probably more

l r°?P,
®8ting among butterflies than in any other
P> and, in consequenoe, have been moro widely

by many of the greatest naturalists of our 
¡11 8' Trimen pointed to one of the most striking 
ent a tlion s m i m i c r y  yet discovered during his 
§Q “^logical observations in Africa. The male of a 
Ca African swallow-tailed butterfly (Papilio 
Sp .)  possesses all the normal characteristics of the 
■Nis*0/ ’ incl^ n g  the “ tails” on the hind wings. 
Wh • DQa?0' however, is utterly unlike the male
b,
Oo

the “ tails” 
the female in

ein ln c?loring an(l form of the wings,
^ t i r e l y  absent. But although t t _ _______

gpejyay resembles the male of her own particular 
H i r8’ 8̂ e aPP0ars iQ three well marked varieties 
Up | have mimicked three separate species of the 
lap astable genus, Danais. In West Africa, a simi- 
fetp^^Gow-tailed butterfly (Papilio merope) has 
Uat 38 which mimic two distinct varieties of the 
Catip00“ 8 I-)ana>8' And while these striking modifi- 
" thQn8 have taken place on the Afrioan mainland, 
baVo ano°8fcral form from whioh these mimetic forms 
tivelv een ^ev0loped has been preserved compara- 

l,j , 0?cbanged in the island of Madagascar.” 
fortpg is 8°rios of interesting facts, we find various 
¡Uipjj p Con8pi°uou8 and inedible butterflies, closely 
¡a thufj^n ôca  ̂ varieties of an edible species. It 
bfltpj , ^logical to discount the importance of the 
e*‘8ten ta°^‘hcations in relation to the struggle for 

Nevertheless, it would bo premature to 
betWo tro.m the existence of markod resomblanoes 
ariiy ® bbferont speoies that mimiory has nooesa- 
*anoe j carre<i' Various instances of closo resemb- 
°ant>ot k -rai an<̂  c° l°r ar0 believed to exist, which 

m0, *nt0rpreted in terms of mimetic resemb- 
°f th'e . 06re is a butterfly common to certain parts 

Argentine which so closely resembles the

European Vanessa levana, that Dr. Seitz mistook it 
for a member of this species. Careful examination, 
however, proved that it did not belong to the same 
genus. But, remarks Dr. Seitz, “  if they were found 
in our country no one would doubt that it was a case 
of mimicry as perfect as any that exists.” * A 
further instance of a kindred nature is furnished by 
those flower frequenting flies (Eristalis) whioh are 
such a familiar sight in our gardens during the 
autumn season. These insects resemble both in 
habits and appearance, rather large bees. This, at 
first sight, seems a genuine instance of mimicry, 
particularly when we refleot that their resemblance 
to stinging insects is of great utility to the flies. 
Still, according to Dr. Andreae, flies of this character 
are common in Southern Japan, where bees are very 
scarce. The occurrence of such anomalies has led 
to a careful scrutiny of all cases of apparent mimetio 
resemblance; the champions of the theory of mimicry 
were foremost in checking all earlier observations, 
and in fortifying their position with an immense 
array of fresh facts.

Dr. Wallace himself laid down five indispensable 
conditions, the fulfilment of which is essential before 
any example of mimicry can be considered as 
established. These were :—

1. That the mimics and mimicked should occur in the 
same area.

2. That the imitators are the moro defenceless.
3. That the imitators are the loss numerous.
4. That the imitators differ from the bulk of their allies.
5. That the imitation is external and visible only, never 

extending to internal characters which do not affect 
the external appearance.!

When these stringent conditions are complied 
with, as they are in the instances of mimetio butter­
flies previously advanced, it is unreasonable to deny 
that the explanation offered is the true one. When, 
in the light of such evidence, Mr. R. H. Lock strongly 
doubts the demonstration of any clear case of 
mimicry, one cannot but regret that such magnifi­
cent scoptioism is not extended to certain alleged 
instances of Mendelian inheritance, which Mr. Lock 
so readily accepts. Mr. Lock’s contention that “  there 
is nothing to show that color patterns of the same 
type may not have arisen from the same causes in 
quite different groups,” ! seems to be completely 
negatived when conditions 4 and 5 are fulfilled. If 
the similarity of color, pattern, and arrangement 
which exists between Papilio Merope and the various 
species of Danais—which it mimics—is to be traced 
primarily to environmental influences of a purely 
physical nature, how are we to account for the faot 
that in each instanoe the female alone is modified by 
those influences, while the male form, whioh is 
larger in size and lighter in color, remains quite 
unchanged ? It cannot even bo contended that, for 
some mysterious reason, the female is moro sus­
ceptible to environmental influences than the male, 
because in Madagascar and in Abyssinia other allied 
species of Papilio ocour, in which the female differs 
from the male only in the slightly greater predomi­
nance of black markings.

The restriction of mimetio resemblance in Lopi- 
doptera to the female sex is of general occurrence 
throughout the world. This phenomenon, while 
presenting a grave difficulty to those who ascribe 
protective coloration to some cause other than 
deceptive adaptation, also demands some explanation 
from those who uphold the dootrine of the all 
sufficiency of Natural Selection. In dealing with 
this question, Wallaoe advances the view that 
mimicry is of greater utility to female butterflies 
owing to their greater need for protection. They 
are more liable than the males to attack owing to 
their slower flight while burdened with eggs, and 
run greater risk of destruction while depositing 
these eggs on tho foliage. Being thus prone to 
groator persecution from their insectivorous enemies

* Bcddard, Animal Coloration. 
f Darwinism, pp. 264, 265.
J Variation and Heredity, p. 51.
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than their male partners, the operating influences of 
Natural Selection are more strongly potent and thus 
help to evolve the differentiation displayed.

A further interpretation of the unchanged condi­
tion of the male butterfly in mimetic species, was 
proferred by the distinguished traveller and natural­
ist, Belt. This evolutionary pioneer suggested that 
the males of mimetio species retain the colors and 
markings peculiar to their group as the result of an 
aesthetic preference exercised by the female. The 
consequent choice in courtship of males manifesting 
no departure from the ornamentation usual to the 
species would tend to perpetuate the original mark­
ings ohracteristic of the group. In supporting this 
suggestion, Belt held that many males of the mim­
etic Pieridse,—

“  Have the upper half of the lower wing of pure 
white, while all the rest of the wing is barred and 
spotted with black, red, and yellow like the species 
they mimic. The females have not this white patch, 
and the males usually conceal it by covering it with 
the upper wing, so that I  cannot imagine it being 
of any use to them excepting as an attraction in 
courtship.” *

In the species to which Belt refers, both sexes 
mimic the form of the inedible Ithomiine butterflies; 
but, if Belt’s theory be valid, we are driven to 
suppose that, had the female preference lain in the 
direction of some color peculiarity which could not 
be successfully hidden “ by covering it with the 
upper wing,” or with some other convenient contri­
vance, male mimicry would never have been evolved.

This supposed female prepossession for highly 
ornamental partners is the basis of Darwin’s cele­
brated theory of Sexual Selection. The great evo­
lutionists brilliant advocacy of this view in the 
Descent of Man gave rise to a considerable amount of 
controversy and initiated a discussion which has not 
yet died away. Wallace, at first an adherent of the 
theory, has completely abandoned his earlier belief, 
and many other leading evolutionists have fallen 
from the faith. Within the limits of this article 
nothing resembling justice can bo done to this deeply 
interesting subject. I may, however, outline the 
objections urged against Sexual Selection, while 
indicating a few facts which lend it support.

In criticising the theory of Sexual Selection, 
Wallace alleges an entire absence of evidence of 
female preference during animal courtship. But as 
he admits that among birds the hen is probably 
pleased and excited by the display of the highly 
decorative male plumage, his objection is reduced to 
the contention that the female remains uninfluenced 
by the gratification she receives. That direct evi­
dence in favor of Darwin’s view is slight and soanty 
must be conceded, and Professor Poulton, one of the 
most loyal of Darwin’s thanes, justly deplores the 
inadequacy of the attention devoted to those depart­
ments of field biology which alone can furnish the 
requisite data for establishing the validity of his 
master’s theory. Apart from Sexual Selection, no 
satisfactory explanation of the undisputed faots has 
been advanced. Wallace’s own view is, that in 
numerous cases the colors and appendages special to 
the male sex possess value as recognition markings, 
while most of the remaining ones are the outcome of 
surplus vitality in some way related to underlying 
structure. It is also urged that the leading function 
performed by recognition markings serves to secure 
the pairing of individuals of the same species. But 
we must not forget that, notwithstanding the extra­
ordinary resemblance borne by females of a mimetio 
speoies of butterfly to the species and varieties they 
mimio, there exists no reason whatever for supposing 
that ooupling complications arise as a result of the 
inability of the unmodified male to recognise his 
very materially modified partner.

Wallace’s second suggestion, that decorative color­
ation is the outcome of surplus male vitality, is 
easily met by the fact that, in many instances, the 
brilliant adornments are at their best during the 
periods of courtship. Wallace anticipated this

* Naturalist in Nicaragua, pp. 384, 385.

answer by including in his somewhat nebulous cate­
gory of surplus vital energy the additional excita­
bility to which the male is at this season subject. 
Quite apart from the objection that little physio­
logical evidence exists for the supposition that sexual 
excitement is correlated with the production of elabo­
rate ornamentation, Wallace’s theory fails entirely 
to explain why sexual coloration and adornment is 
always developed on those parts of animal surfaces 
which are most freely exposed to view. Striking 
coloration is usually confined to diurnal species! 
nocturnal forms, on the other hand, fail to exhibit 
them. Moreover, as Poulton has pointed out, in 
cases in which the conditions of flight are such that 
rapidity of motion renders all wing coloration invis­
ible—as, for instance, with humming birds and most 
insects—the coloration distinctive of sex is absent 
from the wing. But when sluggish flight is the 
rule, as with butterflies and the majority of birds, 
the wings furnish the framework for elaborate 
coloration.

This almost invariable relation between male 
coloration and ever possible facility for female obser­
vation and appreciation, tells heavily in favor of the 
theory of Sexual Selection. And the same must he 
said of all the best ascertained facts which bear 
upon the problem. p  p

(To be concluded.)

Digestion and Assimilation.

W hoever  has had the experience of living among 
savages and barbarians will have noticed, as the 
writer has, the huge contrast between their manner 
of feeding and that of civilised man. ,

Once, whilst watching an Eskimo stuffing whale9 
blubber into his mouth to its utmost capacity, aC 
then cutting it off short at the lips, the comparison 
forced itself on to my mind between the food an 
religion of barbarians. Both are equally repnls*V 
and in each case there is an equal lack of discrim* 
nation shown a3 to the material consumed. QuftC 
tity goes before quality, both in food and relig*01?’ 
with a savage. As men grow more cultured i t l, 
noticeable that their table manners improve *l° 
their appetite gets more particular; likewise tbo 
religion ceases to bo altogether grossly material, a° 
becomes more spiritual.

Nay, the very matter of consumption ebang®8' 
There is a very wide interval between the berP 
and roots, the raw fish and flesh of a savage and 9 
up-to-date menu. A modern Christian would sco* 
to share the plat du jour indulged in by the prop**8, 
Ezekiel as described in his fourth chapter. I d°° . 
greatly whether his Grace the Archbishop of Cant‘d  
bury, or his Holiness the Pope, would, oven at 
express command of Jehovah, oonsent to each 
dainty dish being provided for their daily fare.

Just as wide an interval exists between the e»r 
forms of religion and their modern develop®01! ,, 
From anthropomorphic gods and devils, interfer*^ 
with every concern of humanity, we have com© 
such etherealised substances as the God and 
of modern Christianity. And why? Because * 
mental digestion of modern races revolts at . 
crudity and beastliness that sufficed for their &° .f 
simple and unoritical ancestors, as much as tb 
stomachs would at the food that seemed good to 
latter. . ,

Nowadays we want to know what we are eat*1̂  
We want to make sure that our food is par0 
wholesome. In like manner with regard to ° 
beliefs, we are not inclined to pin our faith to ° j ê e 
thing we are told. Wo must criticise and invest*!? g|| 
first. We must prove all things, and only hoi0 
that which is good. ^e

Ezekiel’s religion must be relegated to the ofl
place as we now send his breakfast. W. M. W.
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READING THE BIBLE.
It is not possible that anybody in these islands coaid bring 

a virgin mind to the Bible, least of all to the Gospels, and 
my intellectual virginity was, after all, only relative. I had 
heard that everybody was agreed that the Gospel of John 
was merely an ecclesiastical work written about two cen­
turies after the death of Christ; and I had heard that Luke 
was the man of letters; and having perforce to begin with 
ene it seemed to me that I might as well begin with Luke 
as with another. I think I was disappointed almost from 
the first. A great weariness certainly overtook me about the 
jniddle of his narrative, and King Solomon’s saying that 
" There is no end to the making of books ”  came up in my 
a 'nd, and I said to myself, “  A polished, lifeless narrative 
written by a skilful man of letters, sleek as Maeterlinck 
jor Maeterlinck is a very skilful and elaborate writer that 
knows how to burnish his prose, so that it shall seem like 
poetry to the ignorant. And what I miss in the Belgian I 
^ ’ss also in Luke—the essential. In Luke's narrative Christ 
Seems a lifeless, waxen figure daintily curled with tinted 
®keeks, uttering pretty commonplaces gathered from The 
Treasure o f the Lowly as he goes by. The Gospel of 
Matthew I liked a great deal better ; Christ attains to some 
reality in it, despite a certain retouching of the text. “  A 
canvas that has passed,”  I  said, 11 through the hands of the 
restorer." The verses in which Christ gives Peter the keys 
°f the Kingdom of Heaven saying, “  Thou art Peter, and 
PP°n this rock I will build my church; and the gates of 
Mell shall not prevail against it, and whatsoever thou shalt 
“>nd on earth shall be bound in Heaven, and whatsoever 
*nou shalt loose on earth shall bo loosed in Heaven,” are 
easily recognised by the critical mind as ecclesiastical paint. 
Remembering that I had heard somewhere, “  Whosoever 
8;ns ye remit they are remitted unto them ; and whosoever 
sins ye retain they are retained,”  I  turned up the passage in 
” °lin, and could not help smiling at the deftness with which 
‘ue ecclesiastical reviser had improved upon his predecessor, 
8lld the thought popped up that, whilo inditing this 6menda- 
l0Q, the writer of the fourth Gospel had had his eye on my 

Poor country, for in Ireland Purgatory yields richer dividends 
than any other commercial enterprise, whethor brewery or 

"  '.— Oeorge Moore, “  English llevicw ”  (February).
, any , 
d‘stillery.

LORD MORLEY AND INDIA.
In India is there not too much that boars a dreadful like- 

i 5  to the rule of Russia in Finland—not perhaps in bru-
. *ty of execution, but at least in disregard of liberty and 

Imprisonment without trial, Press prosecutions, 
meetings forbidden, constitutional protest silenced, 

furth°- aD^ Mahometan not brought nearer, but driven

iusti*
Pnblii

w  Ut!r apart, above all obstinate adherence to that admitted 
jjo°ng, the partition of Bengal— such are the evils that must 
esf 8ĉ  against tho bonefits of the Reform Schomo in any 
Sta'w*'0 of Lord Morley’s tenure of the Secretaryship of 
good° *°r That tenuro has now ended, tho power of
aim- aD^ ov^ kas passed to other hands, and Lord Morley'a 
car lrers’ af> Miey look back on his long and beneficent 
Hidet’ aS they think of tho interpreter of Voltaire and 

an<̂  ,T’urg0* 1° England, the stalwart defender of 
for 011 an<* enl*ghtonment, the eloquent voico so ofton raised 
°PDn f 1C-°’ *rcec*om> and poace, will mourn over a glorious 
8eem t y  ' 08*i’ o ve r a m o m o ry  that a few short years ago 
fntu 0<* BPufless and unassailable, and now passes to the 
yea t0 logged with tho misorios and tho injustice of tho 

8 °I his Indian administration.—Positivist Review,

by their fellows as fossils, as obscurantists.”  Moreover, 
there is no particular social distinction attaching to the pro­
fession, which, indeed, is becoming associated in many 
minds with what is retrograde and reactionary. The Pro­
testant pastor, it would appear, has little scope to strike out 
new lines, and is too much dependent upon the congregation. 
Altogether, the position seems to have reached a much more 
acute stage than with ourselves, where there are signs that 
the Charch is again attracting a good proportion of men of 
high ability.— Daily Telegraph, Feb. 13.

DECADENT SABBATHS.
With all its advantages Toronto is in an ill way morally. 

The Lord’s Day Alliance is doing what it can to elevate the 
morals of the degenerate community, and, like Abraham and 
Lot over the cities of the plain, the official protectors of the 
Sabbath are agitated about the result. They are not going 
to leave it to the intervention of Providence, however, but 
are going to use the means placed at their disposal in the 
courts of the land to purge the iniquity. It will give sincere 
pain to many to know that such degrading and debasing 
practices are indulged in on Sunday as tobogganing, which 
is an insidious device to bring young people together in great 
numbers in tho parks during the cold weather. Skating has 
also been known on Sunday, and this calamitous fact cannot 
be too greatly deplored by members of the Alliance. Certain 
Jews have also been known to have danced at their wedding 
parties on Sunday, and they add to this intolerable practice 
the habit of keeping Saturday in the strictest way as the 
Sabbath, to tho constant indignity of the Alliance. At- 
homes, where demoralising amusements like bridge, whist, 
are played on Sunday, have been discovered by Rev. W. G. 
Hanna, and, worse than all, the heathen game of golf is 
actually played when men liko Rev. Dr. Speers are at church 
and preaching. Some enthusiast has organised what he calls 
religious services in a largo public hall on Sunday, and the 
people are being led astray by tho performance of band 
music on these occasions. This very deplorablo business 
must be stopped.

Wo believe the Alliance should approach Sir James 
Whitney and request him to appoint a commission for the 
purpose of visiting the homes of tho people on Sunday, and 
investigating the extent to which these deplorable practices 
are carried on. Ontario might yet hold up her head among 
tho enlightened communities of the earth liko Scotland, 
where in all respectable houses tho blinds are kept drawn 
all day, and all cooking for the Sabbath meals is dono on tho 
previous Saturday. It may appear incredible, but there 
seems to bo enough evidence that many people road news­
papers on Sunday in Toronto, and even works of fiction. 
Those things should be looked into, and Sir James Whitney 
will no doubt give the wholo matter the consideration it 
deserves.— Toronto World.

MIRACLES.
All the wonders of tho world cannot make what is bad, 

good, or what is false, truo. A toachor who has a falsehood 
which he wishes to pass for the truth may resort to a 
m iracle; but why should an honest soul undertake to win 
converts by unintelligible performances ? If physical and 
mathematical truth can, unaided, command universal assent, 
why should there be “ signs and wonders”  to maintain 
moral or intellectual truths ?— M. M. Mangasarian.

THE CLERGY IN GERMANY. 
s ‘«highly successful visit of Profossor Harnack and Dr. 
have i °r ^ is  country gives special intorcst to articles that 
y0Q boon written in Germany on tho disinclination of tho 
BQtv ”c.r generation to take Holy Ordors. Pastor Schmidt, 
in Mio situation as it affects Saxony, points out that
Horn  ̂ candidates for the ministry had fallen
timo avcrago of 190 a year to 113, whilo at tho present 
a°t ntt *8 aotual’y no I*8* at all. Tho good pastor does 
^hicl ^  II**8 to tho effects of modern libaral theology, 
it w 1 110 thinks were moro potent twenty years ago, whon 
his Cq n®wor and moro startling than it is to-day. Rather, 

r C .*on *s that there has been an extension of tho 
thteo <f luired for the training of tho thoological student from 
also iia° ,®e-and-a-half years, whilo tho class foes have

Th0U] about JC300 a year would scorn to bo about 
fa i f00?0 l**nit of salary that ho may hopo after many

the

¡t Was t̂f ^*c*i *;or points out that two or threo decados back 
tr, . o ambition of tho villago schoolmaster or tho farmerto Boo

a son in tho ministry, but 
them electrical fa & grow-  feeHng that to

h'akino
V “ ” “  el00trical engineers 

“tody * themselves, there

that now they aim at 
or lawyers. As to the

ay f0t ~ -“ «uiseives, moro is a growmg ieeiing mat io 
the ministry snggosts that “  they will bo regarded

Obituary.

I regret  to record the death of my father, George 
Atterbury, of 51 Flag-lane, Crowe, which took place on 
Thursday, tho 9th inst., in his sixty-fifth year. The inter­
ment took place on the 11th, at Crewe Cemetery, whon a 
Secular Servioo was conducted at tho graveside by Mr. Goo. 
Viggars. Although not a member of tho N. S. S., he was an 
ardent reader of the Freethinker till tho last, and a groat 
admiror of Charlos Bradlaugh and G. W. Footo.— Geo. L. 
A tter u ur y .

I regret to report the death of a former member of the 
Liverpool Branch, in tho person of Miss Charlotte Hudson. 
The funeral took placo at Anfiold Cemetery on Tuesday, 
11th inst., a Secular Sorvico being improssively road at the 
graveside by tho Branch President, Mr. John Hammond. 
Besides the chief mournor, Mr. Hudson, brother of the 
deceased, other Freethinkers present wore Mr. and Mrs. 
Roleffs, Mrs. Wharmby, Messrs. Holmos, Pearson, McKenna 
and Cocoan. The Branch secretary, Miss Hayward, and 
Mr. Ashburner represented tho Committee.— W. McKelvik,
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, 
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
I ndoor

Q ueen’ s (Minoe) H all (Langham-place, W .): 7.30, J. T. Lloyd, 
"History Cooked to Christian Order.”

W est H am B banch N. S. S. (Public (Minor) Hall, Canning 
Town): 7.30, W. Davidson, “  God the Devil.”

Odtdoob.
E dmonton B ranch N. S. S. (The Green) : 7, W. J. Ramsey, 

“ How I Fell Among Thieves.”
COUNTRY.

I ndoob.
A eertillery, M on. (New Era Union, Metropole Theatre): Mrs. 

Bradlaugh Bonner, 3, Lantern Lecture, “ The Evolution of the 
Idea of Hell 6, “  The Fourth Centenary of Michael Bervetus, 
the Victim of John Calvin.”

B irmingham B ranch N. B .8 . (Town Hall): G. W. Foote, 3, 
“ The True Heaven and Hell” ; 7, “ Charles Bradlaugh: After 
Twenty Years.”

Glasgow Secular Society (Hall, 110 Brunswick-street): C. 
Cohen, 12 noon, “ Militarism, Patriotism, and Freethought
6.30, “ Man’s Search for God ”

L eicester Secular Society (Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate) :
6.30, Miss Kathleen B. Rough, “ Woman and Christianity.”  

L iverpool B ranch N. S. S. (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square):
7, Charles Wilson, “  The Origin of Religions.”

M anchester B ranch N. S. S. (Secular Hall, Rusholme-road, 
All Saints): 6.30, Sidney Wollen, “  The Moral Perfection of 
Jesus Christ.”

R hondda B ranch N. S. S. (Parry’s Temperance Bar, Tony- 
pandy): 3, Business Meeting.

FLOWERS FREETHOUGHT
By G. W . FOOTE.

First Series, doth ■ - • - 2 s .  8d.
Sooond Series doth • • • • 2s. 6d.

T he P ioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

BUSINESS CARDS.
Short advertisements are inserted under this heading at the rats 
of 2s. per half inch and 3s. 6d. per inch. No advertisement 
under this heading can be less than 2s. or extend beyond one 

inch. Special terms for several continuous insertions.

BOOKS —Secret History of Romanism (Massy), 2s. 3d. ; Chris­
tianity ; a Civilised Heathenism (Anon.), Is. 9d. ; Athens : lU 
Rise and Fall (Lord Lytton), 2 vols., 7s. 6d. ; Arts of Writing 
Reading, and Speaking (Cox), 4s. 6d. Post free.—4 Bobber 8 
Mill-road, Nottingham.

A NEW (THE THIRD) EDITION
OF

FROM FICTION TO FACT.
By F. BONTE.

(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)

REVISED AND ENLARGED. 
SHOULD BE SCATTERED BROADCAST.

SIXTY-FOUR PAGES.
PRI CE ONE PENNY.

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastlo-street, Farringdon-street, E.C’

THE

MARTYRDOM OF HYPATIA.
An Address delivered at Chicago by

M. M. M A N G A S A R I A N .
Will be forwarded, post free, for

THREE HALFPENCE.
T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C*

T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y
(LIMITED)

Company Limited by Guarantee.

Registered Office— 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON. E.C. 

Chairman o f  Board o f Directors— Mr. G. W. FOOTE. 

Secretary— Miss E. M. VANCE,

T his Society was formed in 1898 to afford legal security to the 
acquisition and application of funds for Secular purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society’s 
Objects are:—To promote the principle that human conduct 
should he based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super­
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper 
end of all thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry. 
To promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com­
plete secularisation of the State, etc., etc. And to do all such 
lawful things as are conducive to such objects. Also to have, 
hold, receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised, 
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of 
the purposes of the Society.

The liability of members is limited to £ 1, in case the Society 
should ever be wound up and the assets were insufficient to cover 
liabilities—a most unlikely contingency.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent 
yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Society has a considerable number of members, but a much 
larger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be 
gained amongst those who read this announcement. All who join 
it participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of 
its resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa­
tion that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from 
the Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in 
any way whatever.

The Society’s affairs are managed by an elected Board of 
Directors, consisting of not less than five and not more than 
twelve members, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) each year,

but are capable of re-election. An Annual General Meeting °| 
members must be hold in London, to receive the Report, elecC 
new Directors, and transact any other business that may arise.

Being a duly registered body, the Secular Society, Limited! 
can receive donations and bequests with absolute security' 
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to w1" 
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favor in the> 
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apprehensio11' 
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The executor 
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary course o 
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised >“ 
connection with any of the wills by which the Society b» 
already been benefited. .

The Society’s solicitors are Moasrs. Ilarper and Battcock, ‘  
Rood-lano, Fenchurch-street, London, E.C.

A Form of Bequest.—The following is a sufficient form
bequest for insertion in the wills of t e s t a t o r s “  I give 9"° 
“  bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited, the sum of £-T"! 
“  free from Legacy Duty, and I direct that a receipt signed by 
“  two members of the Board of the said Society and the Secretary 
“  thereof shall be a good discharge to my Executors for tbe 
‘ said Legacy.”

Friends of the Bociety who have remembered it in their wib3| 
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary A 
the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who W* 
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential. This is not necessary  ̂
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, 
their contents have to he established by competent testimony'
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n a t i o n a l  s e c u l a r  s o c i e t y .
President: G. W. FOOTE.

Secretary: Miss E M. Vance, 2 Newcastle-st., London, E.C.

Principles and Objects.
secularism teaches that conduct should be based on reason 
Md knowledge. It knows nothing of divine guidance or 
interference; it excludes supernatural hopes and fears; it 
regards happiness as man’s proper aim, and utility as his 
moral guide.

Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible through 
Liberty, which is at once a right and a duty; and therefore 
seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest equal freedom of 
thought, action, and speech.

Secularism declares that theology is condemned by reason 
as superstitious, and by experience as mischievous, and 
assails it as the historic enemy of Progress.

Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition; to 
sPread education; to disestablish religion; to rationalise 
morality; to promote peace; to dignify labor; to extend 
material well-being; and to realise the self-government of 
“lie people.

Membership.
Any person is eligible as a member on signing the 

allowing declaration:—
I desire to join the National Secular Society, and I 

Peage myself, if admitted as a member, to co-operate in 
Promoting its objects.”

Name..................................................................

America’s Freethought Newspaper.

T H E  T R U T H  S E E K E R .
FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, 1873. 

CONTINUED BY E. M. MACDONALD, 1883-1909.
G. E . M A C D O N A LD ...............................................  E ditor.
L. K . WASHBURN ......................... E ditorial Contributor.

Subscription E ates.
Single subscription in advance ... ... §3.00
Two new subscribers ... ... ... 5.00
One subscription two yearn in advance ... 5.00

To all foreign countries, except Mexico, 50 cents per annum extra 
Subscriptions for any length of time under a year, at the rate of 

25 cents per month, may be begun at any time. 
Freethinkers everywhere are invited to send for specimen copies, 

which are free.
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY,

Publishers, Dealers in Freethought Books,
62 V esey Stbeet, N ew Y obk, U.S.A.

TRUE MORALITY;
Or, The Theory and Practice of Neo-Malthusianism.

IS, I BELIEVE,

THE BEST BOOK
ON THIS SUBJECT.

Superfine Large-paper Edition, 176 pages, with Portrait and Auto­
graph, bound in cloth, gilt-lettered, post free Is. a copy.

A ddresg......
Occupation
Hated this................day of ......................................190 ........

This Declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary 
p a a subscription.

•S— Beyond a minimum of Two Shillings per year, every 
member is left to fix his own subscription according to 
his means and interest in the cause.

Immediate Practical Objects.
^ h o  Legitimation of Bequests to Secular or other Free­
ly ought Societies, for tho maintenance and propagation of 
pOrodox opinions on matters of religion, on the same 
.Editions as aPPiy to Christian or Theistic churches or 
Or8aniaations.
j, j.ap Abolition of the Blasphemy Laws, in order that 
out * °n may k° canvassed as freely as other subjects, with- 

"fear of fine or imprisonment.
ihe Disestablishment and Discndowment of tho State 
urches in England, Scotland, and Wales, 

in Abolition of all Religions Teaching and Bible Reading 
Schools, or other educational establishments supported 

by the State.
chil i OPoninS all ondowed educational institutions to tho 

dron and youth of all classes alike, 
of q Abrogation of all laws interfering with the free use 
Ûn j D̂ ay f°r tho purpose of culture and recreation ; and tho 

, y opouing of State and Municipal Musoums, Libraries, 
UjA r t  Galleries.

uciu , . ° f tho Marriage Laws, especially to secure 
Justice for husband and wifo, and a reasonable liberty 

l fac>Kty of divorce.
Equalisation of tho legal status of men and women, so 

all rights may bo independent of sexual distinctions. 
-Protection of children from all forms of violence, and 

Brow. , 8roed of thoso who would make a profit out of thoir 
^m ature labor.
f°sto *■ V olition  of all hereditary distinctions and privileges, 
biQj-1 ^ 8  a spirit antagonistic to justice and human

djy k® Improvement by ail just and wise means of the con 
in °f daily life for tho masses of tho people, especially 
dwcnW*s and cities, where insanitary and incommodious 
Wea]cln^s’ and tho want of open spaces, cause physical 

Tti n8 an^ disease, and tho deterioration of family life, 
itself j ?m°tion of tho right and duty of Labor to organise

t°VtH moral an<i economical advancement, and of its
The c i Protection in such combinations, 

blent i u,j Nation of tho idoa of Roform for that of Punish- 
longer v "ao treatment of crim inals, so that gaols may no 
bnf’p, 0 P̂ aces of brutalisation, or ovon of mere doton ion, 
those w ?S Physical, intellectual, and moral clovation for 

An E \° ar? afflicted with anti-social tondoncios. 
them hu nsion °* moral law to animals, so as to socuro 

The p UUU0 troatmont and legal protection against cruelty. 
Ution nfro.motion of Peace between nations, and the substi- 

Qational O ration for War in the settlesettlement of ntor-

In order that it may have a large circulation, and to bring it 
within the reach of the poor, I have issued

A POPULAR EDITION IN PAPER COVERS.
A copy of this edition post free for 2d. A dozen copies, for dis­

tribution, post free for one shilling.
The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, says: “  Mr.

Holmes’s pamphlet..... is an almost unexceptional statement
of the Neo-Malthusianism theory and practice___and through­
out appeals to moral feeling...... The special value of Mr.
Holmes’s service to the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human 
well-being generally is just his combination in his pamphlet 
of a plain statement of the physical and moral need for family 
limitation, with a plain account of the means by which it can be 
secured, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the 
lowest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. 
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very high terms. 

Orders should be sent to the author,
J. R. HOLMES, EAST HANNEY, WANTAGE.

PAMPHLETS by C. COHEN.

Foreign Missions, their Dangers and
Delusions ... ... ... ... 3d.

Full of facts and figures.

An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics ... 6d.
Principles of ethics, based on the doctrine of Evolution.

Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity.. Id.
Christianity and Social Ethics ... Id.
Pain and Providence ... ... ... Id.

T he Pioneer Press, 2 Newoastlo-street, Farringdon Btreet, E.C.

DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH
BY

G. W. FOOTE.

Being a Throe Hours’ Address to the Jury before the Lord 
Chief Justice of England, in answer to an Indictment 

or Blasphemy, on April 24, 1883.

With Special Preface and many Footnotes

Price FOURPENCE. Post free FIYEPENCE.

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Nowcastle-street, Farringdon-street E.C.
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SUNDAY EVENING FREETHOUGHT LECTURES

Queen's (M in o r )  Hal l ,
"LÄNGHÄM PLACE, LONDON, W .

r— ■'

(Under the auspices of the Secular Society, Ltd.)

FEBRUARY 26 .-
Mr. J. T. LLOYD,

“ History Cooked to Christian Order/’

Vocal and Instrumental Music Before each Lecture. 
Questions and Discussion Invited.

Front Seats Is. Back Seats 6d. A Few Seats Free. 
Music from 7 to 7.30. Lecture at 7.30.

A LIBERAL OFFER NOTHING LIKE IT.
Greatest Popular Family Reference Book and Sexology—Almost Given Away. A Million sold

at 3 and 4 dollars—Now Try it Yourself.
Insure ^Your Life—You Die to W in; Buy this Book, You Learn to Live.

Ignorance kills—knowledge saves—be wise in time. Men weaken, sicken, die—oo 
knowing how to live. “  Habits that enslave ”  wreck thousands—young and ol 
Bathers fail, mothers are “ bed-ridden,” babies die. Family feuds, marital miseries 

divorces—even murders—All can be avoided by self-knowledge, self-control.
You can discount heaven—dodge hell—here and now, by reading and applying tb® 
wisdom of this one book of 1,200 pages, 400 illustrations, 80 lithographs on 18 anatorMca 

color plates, and over 250 prescriptions.
OF COURSE YOU WANT TO KNOW WHAT EVERYONE OUGHT TO KNOW-

T he Y ouno— H ow to choose the best to marry.
T he M a r r ie d — Hew to be happy in marriage.
T he F ond P arent—How to have prize babies.
T he M other—How to have them without pain.
T he Childless—How to bo fruitful and multiply.
T he Curious—How they “  growed "  from germ-cell.
T he H ealtht—How to enjoy life and keep well.
T he I nvalid—How to brace up and keep well.

Whatever you’d ask a doctor you find herein, or (if not, Dr. F. will answer your inquiry f r e e , any time)

Dr. Foote’s books have been the popular instructors of the masses in America for fifty years (often re-written, enlarge ’̂ 
and always kept up-to-date). For twenty years they have sold largely (from London) to all countries where English,1 
Bpoken, and everywhere highly praised. Last editions are best, largest, and most for the price. You may save the PrlC 
by not buying, and you may lose your life (or your wife or child) by not knowing some of the vitally important truths it teh ’

Most Grateful Testimonials From Everywhere.
Gudivoda, India : 11 It is a store of medical knowledge in plainest 

language, and every reader of English would be benefited 
by it.”—W. L. N.

Triplicane, India : “ I have gone through the book many times, 
and not only benefited myself but many friends also.”— 
G. W. T.

Pandorma, Turkey : “  I can avow frankly there is rarely to b 
found such an interesting book as yours.” —K. H. (Cherniy’ 

Calgary, Can. : “  The information therein has changed my who1 
idea of life—to be nobler and happier.”—D. N. M.

Laverton, W. Aust.: “ I consider it worth ten times the PrlCfl' 
I have benefited much by it.” —R. M.

Somewhat Abridged Editions (800 pp. each) can be had in German, Swedish, Finnish, or Spanish'

Price EIGHT SHILLINGS by Mail to any Address.

ORDE R OF T H E  P I O N E E R  PRES S ,
2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.O.

Printed and Published by the P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle-street, London, E.C.


