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^ m£ a boundless capacity for sleep, and for serene 
! vpidityt there is in the human mind.

— John Buskin.

Catholic Hypocrites.
CatoDr'^ I C S  were much in evidence on Monday, 
p ‘ H. Crippen was being examined by Judge
nati! f DSers at Quebec.
£ ? ality> he replied, I  
7 chl9an. Asked what wn

Asked what was his 
am an American, born in 

lavi e r  what was his religion, he replied,
his to* ^ath°Uc. Crippen ought to know. We take 

the^ u°r He *8 P08hively the best authority
°Dl he subject, 
of arf 8u on^  b0 sorry to deprive the Catholio Churoh 
f— y honor that is justly due to it. We shall there-

Ilnfi ------- i .  ! j . 1 *  4. _ T V . .  n * __________ - . 14. 1_________ Usotn HOti contest its olaim to Dr. Crippen— although 
w  6 S°°d Christians did spread the report that he 

^ aa Agnostic.
Cri r ^ould we be supposed to argue that Dr. 
5Qj? en. is— what he is— because he is a Catholio. 
hein *s certainly what he is concurrently with his 
>̂<1 n t  ^^holic. In other words, his Catholicism 

be Prevent him from having ample reason— as 
the J18̂  ^ave believed he had— to put as much of 
Seif*’ 0'?6’8 0ireumference as possible between him- 
pt0 an<l Inspector Dew. Neither does Catholicism 
a hint Catholios of Great Britain from showing 
of er Percentage of crime than any other section 
ha e .community. And we believe they are just as 

An bhiB respect in America.
Passi 6r ^*ing that happened on Monday was the 
si0ll °I the Second Reading of the King’s Acces- 
m6a8declaration Bill in the House of Lords. The 
botv Ur° was blessed by the Archbishop of Canter- 
agreo ^ 0rd Halifax was glad to find himself in 
ilr. *ent with “ the very admirable speech of 
iocj ‘tester Horne.” And several Catholio peers, 

*og the Duke of Norfolk, expressed their
S « ih a !

e.y dothe^n118 as Catholics to the Government. When
10q£8 uo agree their unanimity is wonderful. It 
Çhtistitl *ho?gh tl36y. were dosing up the rival 
do jjnian ranks against a oommon enemy. For we 
ĈiiUaf Relieve that these noble gentlemen are 

ate 8 le°  by a true spirit of toleration ; in fact, we 
Orjjj010 that they are not. Where mutual interest 
each Iear does not influence them they still hate 
alihg °;^ 81i with a most Christian hatred, and they all
®aoh

0tlt.giv6 the “ infidel ” the benefit of that holy senti-
X,

, a third thing happened on Monday. 
ltome 11 '^bassador to the Vatican hastily left 

’ His departure was the Spanish Government’s 
>t t0 r the Pope’s last insolent letter oalling upon 
County'b0y ^is orders in the internal affairs of the 
tioal]/; Holiness claims to interpret, and prac- 
b0°6tif f! administer, the Article of the Spanish 
*eligio^ ° n  declaring Catholicism to be the State 
°lal^ A nation whioh allowed that impudent 

¿et ° Û  back in the Middle or Dark Ages. 
iQ 'i8 see what Catholios profess to be grateful 

loss b. England, and what they are making all the 
. th ey  Ut in Spain.
,0 his p e thankful in England because the King, 

Coronation Oatb, is not to insult them by

The

declaring their religion to be false and idolatrous. 
That is all. Just a few words once in the King’s 
career. Everything of a substantial character is 
left them without any alteration of the law. They 
can vote, sit in parliament, fill nearly every public 
office, and command armies and navies, in spite of 
the sovereign’s being bound to be a Protestant. As 
for their religion, they enjoy its freest exercise They 
build a Cathedral within sight of Westminster 
Abbey, and they actually wanted, in connection 
with the Eucharistic Conference there, to defy the 

i law by carrying the Host in procession, that is, to 
celebrate the Mass in the public streets in the midst 
of a Protestant population. They had made all 
arrangements, even for the protection of their wafer 
God in the gold box, and it required a very broad 
hint in a letter from the Prime Minister to induce 
them to abandon the projeot.

In England the Catholio Church talks of tolera­
tion, praises toleration, and thanks the Government 
for toleration. In Spain it talks against toleration, 
curses toleration, and denounces the Government for 
being friendly to toleration. In both cases it follows 
the line of its own interest, or what it considers to 
be so. It has always done the same. Whioh half of 
the Janus face is presented depends on circum­
stances. The Catholio Churoh has never shown the 
rudiment of a oonscienoe. We call it a hypocrite for 
want of a better word. It is a mixture of Pecksniff, 
Uriah Heep, and Mephistopheles— with a strong dash 
of Alva and Torquemada.

The very Church which thanks the Government 
of a Protestant country for toleration denies it to 
Protestants in a Catholio country. Of the two 
decrees to which the Vatican takes exception, one 
aims at limiting the ever-growing religious orders in 
Spain, while the other allows non-Catholio Churches 
to display inscriptions and outward signs on their 
buildings. This is called an insult to the Catholio 
Church, and Catholios threaten oivil war rather than 
submit to it.

One would think the Catholic Church would be 
satisfied with compassing the death of an “ infidel ” 
like Francisco Ferrer, and securing the sequestration 
of his property, so that it might no longer be 
devoted to the cause of Secular Education. But 
tyranny is always greedy. Its constant cry is 
“ Give! Give! Give 1” Its mouth is ever open to 
devour. Suppressing “ infidels ” by bullets and rob­
bery is not enough. The Catholio Church wants all 
at its feet— Jews, Protestants, and Deists, as well as 
Atheists.

A Catholic, as a Catholio, will always be a per­
secutor. Mr. Belloo, for all his fine talk about 
toleration, did not speak a word against the murder 
of Ferrer, but rather sought to justify it by joining 
in the chorus of slander against the man so basely 
done to death. Neither does Mr. Belloc, or Mr. 
Redmond, or the Duke of Norfolk, utter a word in 
censure of the domineering policy of the Catholio 
Churoh in Spain. And the moral is that they are 
not to be trusted. They cringe when they are weak, 
and bully when they are strong. They may be 
decent men, simply as men; but, as Catholics, they 
have no conscience. The blood of half the human 
race would be nothing to the welfare of their
Chnrch’ G. W. Foote.
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A Study in Christian Lying__II.

(Concluded from p. 483.)
A f t e r  dealing with the Romans, Mr. Gun turns to 
the Greeks— again following Lecky; and again I 
confine myself to exposing the misrepresentations of 
his selected author, instead of confuting his state­
ments by other authorities. From Lecky comes this, 
dealing with the legendary period of Greek history:—  

“ The position of woman was in some respects a 
degraded one. The custom of purchase money given to 
the father of the bride was general. The husbands 
appear to have indulged largely, and with little or no 
censure, in concubinage. Female captives of the highest 
rank were treated with great harshness. The inferiority 
of women to men was strongly asserted, and it was 
illustrated and defended by a very curious physiological 
notion, that the generative power belonged exclusively 
to men, women having only a subordinate part in the 
production of their children. The woman Pandora was 
said to have been the author of human ills.”

Pandora, I must remind readers, was the mythical 
first woman, who, having received from the gods a 
certain box, opened it and allowed all blessings to 
escape except hope. As mere myth, the story com­
pares favorably with the Bible, where woman is also 
the author of human ills. But Lecky is dealing in 
this passage with legendary or barbaric Greece ; and 
even of this period he points out, in the same para­
graph from which Mr. Gun quotes, but which is 
left unnoticed, that monogamy was the general 
system in Greece, and adds :—

“ It may be fearlessly asserted that the types of 
female excellence which are contained in the Greek 
poems, while they are among the earliest, are also 
among the most perfect in the history of mankind. The 
conjugal tenderness of Hector and Andromache; the 
unwearied fidelity of Penelope, awaiting through the long 
revolving years the return of her storm-tossed husband, 
who looked forward to her as to the crown of all his 
labors; the heroic love of Alcestis, voluntarily dying 
that her husband might live ; the filial piety of Antigone.
........ All these are pictures of perennial beauty, which
Rome and Christendom, chivalry and modern civilisa­
tion, have neither eclipsed nor transcended. Virgin 
modesty and conjugal fidelity, the graces as well as the 
beauty of the most perfect womanhood, have never been 
more exquisitely portrayed. The female figures stand 
out in the canvas as prominently as the male ones, and 
are surrounded by an almost equal reverence. The 
whole history of the Siege of Troy is a history of the 
catastrophes that followed a violation of the nuptial tie.”

The whole of this is ignored by Mr. Gun, whose 
quotation follows immediately after. Having pointed 
out, from Lecky, that in the early period of Greek 
life, purchase money was paid by the husband to the 
father, one would think, in common fairness, that 
Mr. Gun would also point out, again from Lecky, 
that in historical Greece this was replaced by a 
dowry which the father paid the husband— a stage 
that was never reached in Mr. Gun’s Bible, where 
the purchase of wives is a common transaction. Nor 
does he give any hint of the testimony Lecky bears 
in such passages as the following :—

“ The prevailing manners were very gentle. Domestic 
oppression is scarcely ever spoken of ; the husband lived 
chiefly in the public place; causes of jealousy and of 
dissension could seldom occur ; and a feeling of warm 
affection, though not a feeling of equality, must doubt­
less have in most cases spontaneously arisen........ We
have another picture of Greek married life in the 
writings of Plutarch........ In Plutarch the wife is repre­
sented not as the mere housekeeper, or as the chief 
slave of her husband, but as his equal and companion. 
H e enforces, in the strongest terms, reciprocity of obli­
gations, and desires that tho minds of women should be 
cultivated to the highest point. H is precepts of mar­
riage, indeed, fall little if at all below any that have 
appeared in modern days.”

Instead of giving his readers this side of the pic­
ture, Mr. Gun summarises the position of women in 
Athens and the whole of Greece thus: “ Women 
being held in such contempt, necessarily developed 
vices rather than virtues.” His chief proof of this 
is the existence of the Hetcercz in Athens, and the

curious position they held. It is true that in Athe® 
the profession of a courtesan was a reoognised 00 > 
and that the class contained many clever and d18tl 
guished women. Anyone but Mr. Gun would, bo 
ever, have allowed for difference of time and pe°P  ̂
and have not been quite so ready to assume tba:t 
difference of treatment is necessarily a differ®1100. 1 
moral quality. Athens was not peculiar in bavi®& 
courtesans; they have existed in all ages, and tlw 
exist in Christian England to-day— although Mr. 
does not seem to be aware of the fact. The import® 
question is whether the plaoe held by the courses 
in Athens made that of the virtuous women, m&rri 
or unmarried, lower than it would otherwise b® 
been, or whether it caused the Athenian to tbi 
less lightly of female virtue ? Now there is nod0 
evidence that this was the case. Lecky does 0 
assert i t ; the Rev. Principal Donaldson denies ®D 
he is supported by other writers of repute. Tb0. 
is ample evidence that the Athenian held fe®a , 
virtue in high estimation even while he recogfl100 
the existence of a courtesan class. The chief 01 
tinctions here between ourselves and the Atheni® 
are, probably, that we have a large class of oourtes® 
whose existence we pretend to ignore, while 0 
home life is frequently invaded by liaisons formed 1 
married people. . „

For the reason stated in my first artiole I 
no intention of following Mr. Gun at any l0Df> 
through his chapter on “ Woman Under Early Cm , 
tian Civilisation.” Mr. Gun sees in the “ mere f®°  ̂
that Jesus Christ “ condescended to be born 0 
human mother ” a circumstanoe that dignifies wo®^ 
“ in a transcendental degree.” Well, as we have 
committed a similar act of condescension, Christi 
and Atheist alike, I am quite at a loss to see 
value of the statement, except so far as it illustr® 
Mr. Gunn’s peculiar mental qualities. Mr. Gon ® 
raises a protest against the praotice of “ 80, 0 
modern sceptics quoting isolated passages iron1
Fathers which appear to bear harshly on the j. 
sex.” But, as celibaoy did become the embodim0 
of an ideal life in the Christian Church; as L0D fl 
Maine, Blackstone, Donaldson, Dill, with 
others, all agree that the legal status of woman 00 
riorated under Christian rule; and as Christ'®0  ̂
treated woman as the origin of evil and Ch° 
legends depicted her as the one great prevent»' 
to man’s spiritual perfection, it is difficult to 
what special misrepresentation “ some modern 00 
tics ” are guilty of in this matter. Moreover,1 
not sceptics alone who use the Fathers thus. * j  
oipal Donaldson quotes most of the passages ref®r ^  
to as being fairly representative of the opinio08^  
the Fathers, and Lecky is in agreement with hlt0 r 
this. Finally, the Fathers only praise part1® y 
mombers of the female sex; the sex as a whole 1 
heartily condemn. This is seen from the 
passage from Lecky :—  ^

“ The combined influence of the Jewish writingB̂ tiy 
of the ascetic feeling which treated woman as f̂l(Ca 
source o f  temptation to man,* was shown in those 9 
invectives which form  so conspicuous and so grow
portion of the writings of tho Fathers........ Wotn®^ 9jj
represented as the door of hell, as tho mother 
human ills. She should be ashamed at th° ¡0 
thought that she is a woman. She should 1 
continual penance on account of tho curses 8 .jgcu
brought into the world........ Women were even f°r cc0w^
by a provincial Council, in the sixth century, on 0 jjjejr 
o f their impurity, to receive the Eucharist m .tfiofl 
naked hands. Their essentially subordinate V 
was continually maintained." .

Mr. Gun says that “ Christianity impr°vG 
legal status of women.” Lecky writes c0i>-

“ The Pagan laws during the Empire had b°eI1 got 
tinually repealing the old disabilities of wo®en,” ĵi».* 
in tho whole feudal legislation women wore P1®? I® 
much lower position than in the Pagan EmP1 Jĵ lli 
addition to the personal restriction which grew v e »a® 
out of the Catholic doctrines concerning duo ^  gpo 
concerning the subordination of the weaker sex, 0̂j.eA >’
numerous and stringent enactments, which reD

* To the conclusion of this article all italics arc min6’



August 7, 1910 THE FREETHINKER 499

^possible for' women to succeed to any considerable 
amount of property, and which almost reduced them to 

I , alternative of marriage or a nunnery. The com­
plete inferiority of the sex was continually maintained 
J  and that generous public opinion, which in 

ome had frequently revolted against the injustice done 
• °  Siyls in depriving them of the greater part of the 
mheritance of their fathers, totally disappeared.”

a queer manner of raising the legal status of

Ch ,r"t-̂ un qu°te8 Lecky as saying that the early 
But la-DB *ns ŝte^ upon the importance of chastity, 
fact* V r 8 exPe°te^i he makes no mention of the 

°f Lecky pointing out that their services here,
though extremely great, were seriously counterbalanced 
7 their noxious influence upon marriage. Two or three 
eautifal descriptions of this institution have been culled 

,ou" °f the immense mass of the patristic writings ; but.
general, it would be difficult to conceive anything 

l'!ore c°arse or more repulsive than the mannor in which 
ney regarded it. The relation which nature has 
esigned for the noble purpose of repairing the ravages
t death........was invariably treated as a consequence of
uo fall of Adam, and marriage was regarded almost 

exclusively in its lowest aspect. The tender love which 
} ,, °its, the holy and beautiful domestic qualities that 
°Uow in its train, were almost absolutely omitted from

consideration.”
VviU^Uati that, by this time, readers of these articles 
and f a â*r ^ ea ^ r‘ ®un s methods as a writer 
bee k*8 value as a controversialist. It would have 
C h  . ®asy work to have answered Mr. Gun from 
anal8“ an writers of repute; still easier to have 
Bnt him from leading writers of all schools.
¡nj Gun has obviously derived most of his
fore11! ^ 011— such as it is— from Lecky. There­
i n /  * iO(if?0d it to be more conclusive to show 
iej , e! 0n from Lecky himself there comes ample 
G ation of his statements. Perhaps, when Mr.
*■ has timo, he may develop sufficient inclination

;he fact why it is that in early Christian 
family life is almost conspicuous by its 

dif[— • Perhaps he may one day discern the

to u T  umo> 110 may develop sumcient inclination 
liter* 6r w^y ^  *8 ^ a t  *n early Christian
ab atare family life is almost conspicuous by its 
J I nc6. Perhaps he may one day discern the 

or^J300 between a healthy regard for decenoy and 
that an^ a rePr°hation of sexual irregularity 
ei8m "* t s  upon the unclean basis of sexual asceti- 
te • Perhaps, also, when he reads the medioeval 
Sod rdS °* convents that were described as brothels 
reaj  Monasteries as worse than brothels, when he 
aQ(j 1  °t the morals of the courts of France, Spain, 
le„ ] “ Stand, and reflects upon the fact that woman’s 
Prei j1- ^ 0 have been won in the face of Christian 

IC6’ k0 raay PaD80 an^ consider whether the 
the T> Vem0nt has been so marked since the days of 
it, od?1111111 Empire that wo need pride ourselves upon 
i w  a a*8° wh0ther other causes than Christianity 

jj ?°t ho responsible for the advance made, 
ia a , °t those things I have my doubts. Mr. Gun 
rare h° rn Christian Evidence-monger; and, with 
l ruivX,eePti°ns, that species is difficult to improve. 
With t0 te >̂ * have not written what I havo written 
aaytĥ ny ^°Pe influencing Mr. Gun. He will feel 
°Qt ^Ut 8rat0ful for having his errors pointed 
the j f r" Mallard says in his introduction that, “ in 
a few*/5̂ roats of truth, it cannot but bo useful to have 
this j 8̂e words pilloried.” So far as I have done 
far 1 “hall havo written to some purpose; and so 
to0 J! ^ r- Cun has served to illustrate a type, he, 
Va¡Q ay flatter himself that he has not written in

C. Cohen,

A Modern Instance.
tifcT U • . ------- *-------
°burcv8 lrnagine ourselves in a moderately large 
6er,hou >?r c^aP0l listening to the minister’s last 
holjj h0tore leaving for a five or six weoks’ pleasant 
t id in ' k ? ^ 0 CODBr0gation is chillingly small, the 
opena v? 0e*n8 less than a quarter full. The service 
eVebin^Unc n̂ahy ab s0ven °t  the clock on a Sunday 
Pfes8iv®’ hut from flr0t to last nothing is more im- 
Preaohp8 , an the utter deadness of everything. The 

r 8 voice and manner, the music, the prayer,

the sermon,— the stamp of death is upon them all. 
Perhaps the meagreness of the attendance, or the 
shadow of the pastor’s approaching departure, or the 
consciousness that Christianity is dying, acts as a 
damper; but, possibly, it is the moribund condition 
of the people’s belief in spiritual realities, resulting 
inevitably in a corresponding lack of interest, that 
supplies the true explanation. But the service 
makes another impression upon our minds. In addi­
tion to being thus dead, the whole performance strikes 
one as insincere and hypocritical. This does not 
mean, of course, that the worshipers are conscious 
hypocrites, but merely that they have fallen into 
the habit of repeating and hearing cant phrases, 
which are devoid of any vital significance to them. 
They are play-actors in disguise, and the disguise is 
so perfect that it deceives even themselves. An 
insincere person is not necessarily a liar, though 
what he says may not be true. We believe that 
Christianity, on its supernatural side, is an un­
mitigated lie ; but it does not follow that all Chris­
tians are false, though they harbor the biggest of all 
falsehoods. There are people who half believe their 
own lies. They have been telling them for so long a 
period that they have come to look upon them as 
truths. At any rate, there are Christians who, 
while not consciously believing a lie, fail to realise 
what they languidly believe to be the truth. That 
is exactly what is intended to be conveyed by the 
statement that the worshipers under consideration 
lack sincerity and truth. They undoubtedly believe 
Christianity to be true, but they have never bestowed 
sufficient thought upon it to realise it as either true 
or false.

Let us take the sermon as a fitting illustration. 
The text is Isaiah xxvii. 8, and reads as follows:—

“ I  the Lord do keep it [a vineyard of wine, signifying 
the .Jewish Church] ; I  will water it overy mom ent; lest 
any hurt it, I will keep it night and day.”

This “  vineyard of wine ” was Jehovah’s supreme 
care. To make it healthy and fruitful was his 
predominant ambition. Everything favored its 
prosperity. It was situated in “ a very fruitful 
hill,” and Jehovah had “ digged it, and gathered out 
the stones thereof, and planted it with the choicest 
vine, and built a tower in the midst of it, and also 
hewed out a winefat therein.” He kept it himself, 
watered it every moment; and, lest any should hurt 
it, he kept it night and day. Well, what was his re­
ward for his unremitting labors? Wild grapes. Now 
listón to Jehovah’s subsequent speech, for it is pecu­
liarly instructivo:—

"  And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of 
Judah, judge, I  pray you, betwixt me and my vinoyard. 
W hat could have been done more to m y vineyard, that 
I bavo not done in it ? Wherefore, wheD I looked that 
it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild 
grapes ? And now go t o ; I  will tell you what I will 
do to m y vinoyard : I  will tako away the hedgo thoroof, 
and it Bhall be eaten u p ; I  will break down the fonco 
thereof, and it shall be troddon down ; and I will lay it 
wasto ; it shall not bo pruned nor hoed ; but there shall 
come up briors and thorns; I  will also command the 
clouds that thoy rain no rain upon it. For the vinoyard 
of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men 
of Judah his pleasant plant; and ho looked for judg­
ment, but bohold oppression; for righteousness, but 
behold a cry ” (Isaiah v. 3-7).

The profound instructiveness of that passage con­
sists in its vivid portraiture of Jehovah’s moral 
character. It represents him as being much below 
the average of human excellence. He is fussy, 
fidgety, and feverishly energetic, neither slumbering 
nor sleeping; but the moment he realises the total 
failure of his bustling activity, the spirit of vindio- 
tiveness and retaliation seizes him, and he becomes 
a destructive fiend. How sadly mistaken ho was 
when he said, “ Fury is not in me." The “  wild 
grapes ” in the well-tilled and well-watched vine­
yard, the shortcomings and imperfections of the 
people of Israel, particularly in their relation to 
himself, filled him with uncontrollable rage, so that 
he is represented as tearing about and wickedly 
destroying everything he could lay his hands upon.
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And this picture of the Divine Being, mind you, is 
the work of the greatest and most evangelical of all 
the Old Testament prophets.

We now return to our preacher. It is fair to 
observe that the preceding remarks are not a quota­
tion from his sermon. He does not even refer to the 
Divine destructiveness and wanton cruelty. It 
would spoil the whole effect of his discourse to do so. 
What he dwells upon is the alleged sleepless watch- 
folness of the Lord. He says, in effect:— What 
Jehovah was to the Jewish Church, that he has 
always been and is to the Christian Church. The 
Church would have ceased to be long ago had it 
not been for the defensive presence of the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Its bitter enemies 
have been numerous and powerful and venomous 
enough, in all conscience; but it has survived all 
attacks, however violent, because the Lord has been 
round about it like a wall of fire. Furious opponents 
have often arisen, men like Voltaire and Hobbes and 
Hume and Paine, who angrily oried, “ Down with it,” 
dealing it as terrible blows as it was in their power to 
do ; but they are dead that sought its life, while the 
Church still lives and prospers; and Christ exerts 
to day a greater influence in the world than ever 
before. Be of good cheer, my friends, you are a 
Church of the Living Christ, and nothing can ever 
harm you because God himself is your keeper. During 
the minister’s absence on holiday, he will water you 
every moment; lest any should harm you, he will 
keep you night and day.

That is a paraphrase, but it does not depart the 
width of an iota from the sense of the original. You 
may call it rubbish, twaddle, and such it doubtless 
is; but it is something much worse besides. It is a 
species of unctuous lying much indulged in by the 
Pulpit at the present time. Not only is it not true, 
broadly speaking, but it is entirely and degradingly 
false, the falsest utterance that ever dropped from 
human lips. And yet it is a falsehood in which the 
Church has dealt so liberally and so long that prao- 
tically every Christian accepts it as a most precious 
truth of God. Let us face it.

In the first place, it is a lie which is tantamount 
to a positive negation of the Divine Existence. 
Indeed, the first seven verses of the fifth chapter of 
Isaiah might profitably be issued as a “ Freethought 
Tract for the Million.” It is passing strange that 
any honest man can calmly read suoh a passage and 
remain a believer in God. Think of tiny Palestine 
as a vineyard laboriously planted and affectionately 
kept night and day by the Lord, and yet, in spite of 
all that, bearing nothing but wild grapes, and then 
as being, out of pure revenge, callously destroyed, 
while all the rest of the world remained a howling 
waste. Such a fact, if fact it were, would be the 
death-blow of any Deity.

In the second place, it is a lie that ought to bring 
the blush of shame into the cheeks of all who utter 
it. The very thought that the Church would have 
perished long ago had it not been for the protective 
presence within it of the God of love is altogether 
too laughably silly. Had the God of love ever dwelt 
in it there would never have been any hostile world 
to attack it. In so far as the Church has at any 
time prospered it has been by means of false pre­
tences. It has always sailed under colors to which 
it has had no right whatever. As a matter of fact, 
however, whatever partial prosperity the Church has 
enjoyed, was secured by a free use of the blood-red 
sword, and perpetuated only under its shadow. Now 
that the Church is being forced into competition 
with other forces, such as Art Galleries, Publio 
Libraries, Sunday Concerts, motoring, week-ends, 
Freethought lectures, and Godless Socialism, it is 
being left delightfully behind. All the denominations 
have had to report sorrowful losses for several years. 
The chapel referred to in this artiole is situated in 
one of the most populous districts in London, and 
yet it is found to be, on an important Sunday evening 
in its history, scarcely one-fourth full. In the face 
of such facts, admitted by Christian leaders them­
selves, it requires a more than usually brazen-faced

audacity to assert that the Church is the sp80i®| 
charge of an infinite and all-powerful God, and t 
Christ is better loved and more powerful to-day t“a 
at any former time. . .

In the third place, the lie under consideration > 
even for a lie, exceptionally perverse and crook^ 
It is not an honest, straightforward lie, but a. ,fl 
immersed in sophistry. The legendary flight 10 1 
Egypt, related by Matthew, but ignored by 
utterly irreconcilable with the story as told by

conquering power of Ct
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is dishonestly exploited by our preacher as the n 
manifestation of the all-conquering power of Chri • 
“ An angel of the Lord appeared in a dream ^  
Joseph, saying, Arise and take the young child * 
his mother, and go into the land of Israel; f °r J? ^ 
are dead that sought the young child’s life.” 1 
always the same, avers our preacher; whenever 
look back, we have the comfort of knowing t0 „ 
“ they are dead that sought the young child’s hi ’ 
because “ God is mindful of his own ” and encirc 
them with his omnipotent defence. This is par ^  
true and wholly false at one and the same time- 
is true that the Freethinkers who attacked 1
Church in the eighteenth century are now all 
but it is also true that the oause which they 
bravely advocated is still alive, and has be0n 6 
since steadily leavening, not only the world, but 
Church itself, with its own principles. No, Voltal̂ _ 
and Hobbes and Hume and Paine are not 
they still live in their successors, who are privile  ̂
to know that the Church which once used to brintB?j. 
by slaughtering its adversaries is now in the 1° 
crons and humiliating predicament of trying 1 
utmost to conciliate and come to terms with the ' 
by surrendering some of its own mo3t indispensa 
positions, positions which it held with unflinoh 
determination for upwards of fifteen hundred yea 
Unbelief is on the winning side, because it 
command the strongest battalions, the battali 
which reason and knowledge are supplying in 0 
increasing numbers. j  qi LLOYD*

Criminal Trials of Animals.

The widely received belief in the voluntary acti ^  
of animals which the beast fables of barbarous 
even civilised races reveal, may prepare us for a 
references to the amazing performances in whi°n 
Church and the Law jointly engaged down to jl 
recent times. Just as man in all ages and ch . 
has pictured himself in his divinities, so in a km 
spirit has he attributed to the lower animals a p ^  
nership in those passions and emotions wbic 
materially mould his conduct towards his feJ , 
units in the social organism of which he forms 'B 

In a recently published volume,* Mr. E. P- ^  ^ e 
has presented some very remarkable examples of 
judicial and ecclesiastical prosecution and Pa*\o3t 
ment of animals in those European countries  ̂
famous for their deeply religions sentiments
beliefs. istia°

In the most high and palmy days of the Chr g 
creed, a little ere the Holy Catholio Church. ^ 
smitten by the shock of the Renaissance, such 
and punishments were the order of the Hay- 
penalty of death was inflicted by secular tri ^ gt 
on domestic animals like the horse, ox, and P1*’ .’ gjaS- 
due trial, for the crime of homicide. The ecc 
tical courts, on the other hand, appear to have .^g 
olosely concerned themselves with the evils a afcB, 
from the encroachments of rats, mice, 10 0 6  
weevils, and other verminous creatures upo ^ 0  
cultivated fields, orohards, and vineyards 0 j.?ed 
period. Large domesticated animals, which ^ a0  
under conditions of complete human control, j,at 
be promptly arrested, tried, and put to deat ^ gBe 
in the case of a plague of rats, locusts, or llC° ’. ^  of 
more elusive creatures could be reasoned 
overcome through the holy intervention of t b e ^ ^

The Criminal Prosecution and Punishment of Ant"“,al$*
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°ne: Those most potent and powerful ecclesias- 
al instruments known as exorcism and excommu- 
cation were thus called into requisition, and under 

exV°iii 8 conditions these intruding pests were 
^pelled or exterminated by “ sacerdotal conjuring 

cursing.” The oircumstance that it was cus- 
Mary to catch some of the culprits, and, having 

¿■ -a lly  tried and convioted them, to solemnly snuff 
6'r ^ves while the clergy pronounced their 

athema, proves, in the opinion of Mr. Evans, that 
8a0 entire swarm would have been dealt with in the 

tne manner had that course of treatment been 
P^sible. “ Indeed,” he says,

the attempt was sometimes made to get rid of them 
y setting a price on their heads, as waB the case of the 

plague of locusts in Rome in 880, when a reward was 
offered for their extermination; but all efforts in this 

Section proving futile, on account of the rapidity with 
ffioh they propagated, recourse was had to exorcisms 

and besprinklings with holy water.”

ls> however, another aspect of the question 
aim* ^ r‘. ^ vans appears to have overlooked. The 
-  °3" universal belief in sympathetic magic which
a , —  indirectly inherited from aboriginal man,

a whioh remains to to this hour the common
pf o r r  of at least 80 per cent, of the Catholic and

few 'n condign punishment upon a
inf! ^bese pestilent intruders, a “ telepathic ” 

uence was generated that acted with fatal effects 
Pj1 n ^ e  entire host of invaders. 

faj.Q this matter, as in some others, the Church 
the611 r'80 ab°ve the suspicion of inconsistency in 
jj. explanation8 she offered of these phenomena. 
Ve Waa generally assumed that plagues of noxious 

ffun constituted an all too tangible manifestation 
a8 . an*o agency ; but they wore occasionally viewed 
f.sJ'—̂ t ’ona of God, intended as a punishment for 
the -U8 of the people.

‘ If the insects were instruments of the devil,” com- 
taents our author, "  they might bo driven into the sea 
0t banished to some arid region, where they would all 
ffnserably perish ; if, on the other hand, they were 
Recognised as the ministers of God, divinely delegated 
0 scourge mankind for the promotion of piety, it would 
e suitable, after they had fulfilled their mission, to 

?anae them to withdraw from the cultivated fields and 
°_ assign them a spot where they might live in comfort 

Without injury to the inhabitants. The records contain 
Ustanccs of both kinds of treatment.”

bpQ11 atnus'Dg and instructive sidelight is thrown 
i * much of the contemptible rubbish which is 
“ eParably associated with modern spiritual and 
tbg ^°bical ” phenomena by such an illustration as 
peg 0 *°wing. Throughout continental Europe the 
d i ^ t r y  are accustomed to confine their cattle in 
by slnu,^ ve stalls and sheds. The bad air occasioned 
tbe • . conditions generates morbid manifestations ; 
aPt irri â ê^ animals aot in an abnormal manner, are 
igf 0 remain awake throughout the night, and not 
Wjfi R^ently are found weak, exhausted, and covered 

Inspiration in the morning. The peasant does 
rea u i f b t  that these strange phenomena are the 
at, 1 °f witchcraft, and wherever possible calls in 
toc Xorcmt to expel the devils from his cows. Prior 
ally 0rf°rming this ceremony, the exorcist very natur­
a l  tK°n8 the doors and windows of the cattle shed?, 
° xPul -6 enfrance of the purer air renders the act of 

( 8l°n quite oasy. A German veterinary surgeon,
^Wbo reports soveral instances of this kind, tried in 

a'u to convince tho peasants that the trouble was due, 
“ *o sorcery, but to tho absence of proper sanitary 
uditions, and finally, in despair of accomplishing his 

^  tposo in any other way, told them that if tho windows 
bffTf °Pon 80 that all tho witches could go in and 
Tlj- ely> tho demons would not enter into tho cattlo. 
ggj^^dvico was followed, and tho malign influence

0t savage superstition that unavenged
bp0tl *Piated murder brought pestilence and famine 
C t e land was inherited by tho Greeks, and by 

c- ] DBmittod to the Christian Church. The 
kad g,11 °f "Worms, in 804, decreed that bees, which 

Ung human beings with fatal results, must be

j.j°n -~j”aQt peasantries of Europe, led to the assump

immediately suffocated in their hive, leBt the honey 
subsequently gathered by the insects assist devils 
to enter into men. Any noticeable animal variation 
was in much the same spirit regarded as the outward 
and visible sign of inward devilish gracelessness. 
The barn-door cock suspected of laying the “ basilisk 
egg,” or the hen at all given to crowing, were 
regarded as instruments of the Evil One. The old 
rhyme doubtless bears a very similar interpreta­
tion :—

“  A whistling woman and a crowing hen 
Are good for neither God nor men.”

Documentary evidence, both abundant and con­
clusive, still survives to prove that even in so modern 
a period as the sixteenth century, and in the country 
of the Most Christian King, it was possible for a 
French jurist of no mean mental attainments to 
establish a reputation at the bar for forensio ability 
displayed in a trial in which he appeared as counsel 
for some rats. These revolting rodents were sum­
moned to appear at the ecclesiastical court of Autun 
in answer to the charge of destroying the barley crop 
of the district. Bartholomew Chassenee, the dis­
tinguished jurist in question, employed the customary 
legal sophistries, tricks, and evasions for which the 
legal profession has been so justly celebrated in all 
countries possessing any just claim to civilisation. 
He begged the court to consider that his clients 
were scattered over a wide area of territory, and 
were resident in various villages ; a single summons 
to appear in court was therefore inadequate. The 
judges thereupon granted a second summons, to be 
proclaimed from all the pulpits of the parishes in 
which tho rats resided. After the rodents had been 
duly cited for the second time, Chassenca exoused 
the absence of his clients by informing the court 
that their inveterate enemies, the cats, were watch­
fully awaiting their victims’ arrival at every con­
ceivable point of approach. He then proceeded to 
show that if a rat or any other creature be cited to 
appear at a place to which he is not permitted to 
travel in safety,“ he may exercise the right of appeal 
and refuse to obey the writ, even though such appeal 
be expressly precluded in the summons.” "  The 
point," remarks Mr. Evans, “ was argued as seriously 
•as though it were a question of family feud between 
Capulet and Montague in Verona or Colonna and 
Orsini in Rome.”

Well worthy of note is the fact that Chassenee 
lived to be reminded of his humane sentiments con­
cerning animals in other and more important circum­
stances :—

“ In 1540 be was president of the judicial assembly, 
known as the Parliament of Provence, on a memorable 
occasion when the iniquitous measure for the extirpa­
tion of heresy, by exterminating tho Waldenses in tho 
villages of Cabrieres and Merindol, was uuder discussion. 
One of the members of tho tribunal, a gentleman of 
Arles, Renaud d’Alleins, ventured to suggest to the pre­
siding officer that it would be extremely unjust to con­
demn these unfortunate heretics without granting them  
a hearing and permitting an advocate to speak in their 
dofence, so that they might bo surrounded by all tho 
safeguards of justice, adding that the eminent jurist had 
formerly insisted on this right before the court of Autun, 
and had maintained that even animals should not be 
adjudged and sentenced without having a proper person 
to defend their cause.” *

Chassence persuaded the king to grant a decree 
allowing a hearing for the persecuted heretics, but 
his decease, which took place soon afterwards, 
enabled the orthodox to override this humane act.

Among extant records of animals’ trials, the larger 
number relate to the depredations of insects. The 
archives of the ancient episcopal city of St. Joan-de- 
Manrienne retain the original documents whioh deal 
with the legal proceedings instituted against vermin 
which had ruined the vineyards of St. Julian, a dis­
trict celebrated for the excellence of its wine. The 
defendants wore green weevils, and the wine-growers 
laid their grievances before Francois Bonnivard, 
doctor of laws, in 1545. The plaintiffs were repre-

* Prosecution of Animals, p. 20.
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sented by an advocate, and the insects were defended 
by the procurator, assisted by an advocate. After 
the evidence had been submitted and scrutinised by 
the contending counsel, the president suspended his 
judgment, and issued a proclamation instead, which 
opened with the following preamble :—

“ Inasmuch as God, the supreme author of all that 
exists, hath ordained that the earth should bring forth 
fruits and herbs (animas vegetatavia), not solely for the 
sustenance of rational human beiDgs, but likewise for 
the preservation and support of insects, which fly about 
on the surface of the soil, therefore it would be un­
becoming to proceed with rashness and precipitance 
against the animals now actually accused and indicted; 
on the contrary, it would be more fitting for us to have 
recourse to the mercy of heaven and implore pardon for 
our sins.”

Detailed instructions are then given concerning the 
publio prayers to be offered up by the parishioners 
for the purpose of propitiating the Almighty. The 
people must turn to the Lord with undivided hearts ; 
high mass must be celebrated on three consecutive 
days in the month of May ; the host borne in solemn 
procession with songs and supplications through the 
environs of the vineyards ; and laBt, but by no means 
least, the people must in future lead lives both 
charitable and just, and never on any account to fail 
in prompt payment of the tithes. When all these 
things were done, the insects, according to the un­
impeachable testimony of the curate, quickly dis­
appeared.

Some thirty years later the weevils revisited the 
scenes of their previous depredations, and on this 
occasion were brought to trial for their sins. The 
juridical and ecclesiastical experts who conducted 
this criminal trial recalled the prayers, payments, 
and masses which triumphantly banished the insects 
on their earlier invasion. When all preliminaries 
had been adjusted, the counsel for the insects laid 
his case before the court. He argued that the 
plaintiffs’ action for “ criminal ” trespass was not 
maintainable, and that they were not entitled to a 
verdict. He submitted that his insect clients were 
well within their moral and legal rights, and had not 
in any way rendered themselves liable to excomrauni- 
oation. The sacred book of Genesis was appealed to, 
inasmuch as it established the proposition that “ the 
lower animals were created before man, and God said 
to them : Let the earth bring forth the living creature 
after his kind, cattle and creeping thing, and beast of 
the earth after his kind ; and he blessed them, say­
ing, Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters of 
the seas, and let the fowl multiply on the earth.” 
“ Now the Creator would not have given this command 
had he not intended that these creatures should have 
suitable and sufficient means of support; indeed, ho 
has stated that to everything that creepeth upon the 
earth every green herb has been given for meat. It 
is therefore evident that the accused, in taking up 
their abode in the vines of the plaintiffs, are only 
exercising a legitimate right conferred upon them at 
the time of their creation.” And, by way of perora­
tion, the advocate admonishes the plaintiffs to re­
pent of their sins in sackcloth and ashes, this being 
a more becoming method of imploring the meroy of 
heaven.

This brilliant defence secured a lengthy adjourn­
ment of the trial. When the case was resumed, the 
wine-growers’ advocate stated that although the 
animals were created before man, they were, never­
theless, made for his use and benefit, and that this 
was the reason for their earlier creation. The legal 
subtleties evolved in the course of this hearing 
necessitated a further adjournment, and when the 
court re-assembled the counsel for the insects con­
tended that even if animals were subordinate to man 
that need not imply the right of excommunication, 
and that his clients were answerable to natural law 
alone. On these grounds the counsel asks for a 
verdict in favor of the defendants.

This extraordinary trial, which sheds suoh a lurid 
light on the follies and futilities of mankind, is 
proved by the records to have lasted from April 13

to December 20, 1587. But the final deoision 10 
this long-delayed and well-deliberated trial is re®' 
dered uncertain through the circumstance that tn 
concluding sheet of the records has been destroys“ 
by rodent or insect agency. “ Perhaps the persecute 
weevils, not being satisfied with the results of *® 
trial, sent a sharp-toothed delegation into *® 
archives to obliterate or annul the judgment of jj® 
court. At least, nothing should be thought inured® 0 
or impossible in the conduct of creatures which were 
deemed worthy of being summoned before ecolesia® 
tical tribunals, and which succeeded as criminals 1 
claiming the attention and calling forth the lef>a 
learning and acumen of the greatest jurists of t®

day’” - andIt appears a strange phenomenon that higher an
nobler animals were condemned for orimes, a® 
afterwards burned alive, with greater frequency lB 
comparatively enlightened centuries than in those 
dark and ignorant ages in which such occurrence 
might be expected. In the latter half of the seven­
teenth century these barbarous penalties were ® °9 
frequently inflicted. Animals were also buried alive» 
two pigs suffering this punishment at Amiens > 
1463. In 1557, a pig was “ buried all alive ” f°r . 
crime of devouring a little child. In 1266, a sw® 
was burned alive by order 
Genevieve, near Paris, for 
principle of lex tcilionis was 
in 1836 by the tribunal of
“ mangled and maimed in the head and forelegs, 
then hanged, for having torn the face and arms of 1 
child and thus caused its death.” This P01®11̂  
murderer was attired in human clothing, executed 1 
the public square at the expense of the State, a® 
the hangman was presented with a pair of ®e
glove8, , . . atFrom the relatively enlightened standpoint 
which cultured and thoughtful Europeans vie 
organic nature, such travesties of justice and °® 
rages upon rationality as the foregoing trials suppu 
must appear utterly repugnant. But the compara_ 
tive nearness of those almost pathological pb0B°g 
mena to our own times should serve to remind u 
that our vaunted civilisation is merely an attenuate 
fair outward show, and that the coarBe and brut 
instincts of aboriginal man lurk beneath the surfa*3 
Still. p, p.

of the monks of Sainte 
the same offence. Tbe 
consistently carried ont 
Falaise, when a sow was

' ~ V. -  ' '■» -  — .I f  ̂  I n rr ̂ . RII4

F R E E  T H O U G H TS.

Christianity should have a Gospel of tho Holy 
According to the Old Testament, God did and said »  k'r ^  
deal, and according to tho New Testament Jesus did 
said a great deal, but wo have not hoard a word from 
Holy Ghost. Now, had this important person left a naf  
tive of his doings on oarth, we should havo an accoim 
his courtship of Mary and a treatise on miraculous con 
tion, documents which would be of great interest to  ̂
world and invaluable to the Christian Church. Tho the
chapter of Matthow is worthless unless sworn to by 
Holy Ghost and Mary. j,0

W e aro not afraid of God in this life. W hy shonld WO^j 
afraid of him in another lifo ? There is no evidence ^  
God ever harmed a singlo human being. He has no be jg0t 
earth, and there is no proof that he has one anywhoro ^  
Mankind have bolioved the lies of priests too b,n? ‘olJld 
priests did no more to hurt man than God does wo s® 
have a better world to live in. .

Men and women need to change the clothes of the® in̂ eit 
as well as tho clothes of their bodies; to cast aside j.y0 
creeds as much as their flannels. Fortunately we ca® 
with naked minds if not with naked bodies, and if o“ r 111 to 
can be free, what fools we aro to put thorn into bonda5 
beliefs and statements of faith. 0$s

There is a general impression among educated Pe , 
that God never has indicated tho right line of coudu 
human beings. What mankind has adopted as th v 
moral code for human society has been suggested by 11 , ¡u 
experience. It is impossible to discover the divine b“
lmmou offoiva TliA l( Tima aaifli 11,0 ** ill tl®human affairs. The “ Thus saith the Lord ” in 
lacks confirmation.

The tragedy of tho Cross has been lost in the 001111 
the Church.— L . K . Washburn.

edy
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Acid Drops.

ex t- Asquith acted discreetly in arranging with all parties 
read* Protestant irreconcilables to get the second 
trin *D u ^*s Ac°ession Declaration Bill through with a 
Kin • an  ̂ majority. Catholics are pleased, because the 

18 n°  longer to brand their faith as false and idolatrous 
be ce puts on the crown. Churchmen are satisfied, 
old 1US6 ^ n8> aPart from the Declaration, is bound by 
ists aWB * elong *0 bh0 Church of England. Nonconform- 
am ai b s^isfied, because this fact is not paraded in the 
it did ®.°yal Declaration, and they are free to feel as if 
a Sj i  " exist at all. Scotch Presbyterians are satisfied, for 
a f ' a* *ea8on. The dissatisfied are a few Conservatives, 
think ^  storites, and a few Johnny Kensitites. Free­
z e  IC18' ^ 80 are satisfied, because the sweeping away of 
8Ween'^ 8 ne8ative declaration of religion is a step towards 
"'Oids away h‘ s positive declaration of religion. In other 
State ' 14 J18 a s êP towards the final secularisation of the 

which is the political object of Secularism.

Second ^ ‘tchell.Thomson (North Down) in opposing the 
at„Qe rea<Bng of Mr. Asquith’s Bill, thought it enough to 
pt;n . the Catholic Church was always intolerant on 
fiction •' an<* stm claimed temporal power. The latter 
C0IQ 18 really too pitiable for debate in the Houso of 
h°pQ ,?n8. The intolerance, of course, remains. But we 
that ih ^onorahlo gentleman is not under the impression 
christfi^ !°atho!i0 Church is the only intolerant Church in 
the ful] 0tI1, Dvery Christian Church has persecuted to 
the o ^ Xt.ent *ts power. All that has happened is that 
that i at“ °^ c Church has had greater opportunities. But 
liC8 in aLc^ronoi°gical accident. Protestants treated Catho- 
treat3 ..Dngland, Scotland, and Iroland, as the upper dog 
can r i nnder dog in a fight. Men and women now living 
palQ 0{C?| e°t when Catholics were first admitted within the 
befOt0 the Constitution. For more than two hundred years 
in(3i„ .th a t they had suffered every wrong* and every 
When ■ at the hands of the Protestant majority. And 
Went ■'U8t'ce was proposed to be done to them, as far as it 
of Lord 6r Catholic Emancipation, the Bishops in the House 
fi'tck r,,/ought that measure of toleration to the very last 
801 ’ , , o  Church of England has persecuted all it could; 
both of iu  t-^tholic Church. That is the plain truth about 
Cath0r And both of them want watching. But the
than th 0u^ t  not to bo treated as a criminal, any more 
l&Uut vT° Churchman, until he commits a crime. There 
atnenay? 1)0 theoretical guilt. It must bo practical to bo 
thin]je °  correction. Protestants, Catholics, and Free- 

ts can all find each other guilty on theoretical 
But that simply means persecution ad ivfinitum.

to pQ°.r°Poat that although tho Catholic Church ought not 
fully ®e*8®cuted in a free country it ought to be very care- 
tion to a' c^°d. Mr. Mitchell-Thomson did well to call atten­
ds ^ , - an English Catholic declaration of intolerance so late 
k'lmiii ’ .^hero was a Catholic paper then called the 
that ti!T’ With Cardinal Newman (though not a Cardinal at 
*Ssn6 °1 as one of its contributors ; and in tho September 
‘‘ You ] 8r°  Was an » t i d e  containing the following passage; 
the la jo fc d a n ts  ask if the Roman Catholic wore lord in 
Jon j T and You were in a minority, what would he do to 
tolerate * ** Wouid benefit the cause of Catholicism, ho would 
you, an, you; if expedient, ho would imprison you, banish 
be asso *jne you ; possibly, he might even hang you. But 

of one thing— he would never tolerate you for 
b b e t t y t h e  glorious principles of civil and religious 
Kut , People who talk like that nood strict watching. 

u° people who do it, when thoy have tho chance, 
talking about it. Thoy all want watching. To say 

®ebeve 0 *s to say bigot. Catholic and Protostant both 
^°Wed I-U 0Xclusive salvation, and that, as Georgo Eliot 
Ptiucip] m ^er famous review of Lecky, is the inspiring 

o °f all persecution.

Sh8°broiiayl.or (Sart° . in Italian) is going it finely. After 
a?other tho Spanish Government he has got into
8'0u 0{ with the Portuguese Government over tho suppres- 
‘uu Port U° W8PaPor, and it is rumorod that tho extinction of 

guoso Embassy to the Vatican is not impossible.

Bernard Vaughan— the gentleman who isn’t a 
i*6 and is always complaining that other men
°y accir] Clently so— says a good thing occasionally, if 
i8&l teaa n*'‘ Breaching at Marlow lately, ho said that
H People°n 'v^y dmrehes were empty was a lack of faith.

really believed themselves to be God’s creatures no

only
the

counter attraction would keep them from God’s house on a 
Sunday. That hits the bull’s-eye. People don’t go to 
church because they don’t want to go to church. A  child 
may see that. _____

“ A Business Man ” expresses M s view of the empty 
church business in the Chronicle discussion. People don’t 
believe in the ministers’ sincerity: “ The spectacle of a 
popular preacher living in style, smoking cigars, and taking 
two and three months’ holiday in Switzerland, or a trip to 
the Holy Land, besides an occasional presentation— these 
thiDgs, coupled with the fact that the popular ministers’ 
sons are educated for the Bar or some other profession, are 
not calculated to inspire the average man with a deep sense 
of the ministers’ sincerity and devotion to the work of God.”

“  Women in the Pulpit.” This awful problem has engaged 
the attention of the Wesleyan Conference. Hitherto the 
ladies have been allowed to work for the Church gratui« 
tously, and the gentlemen found the arrangement most 
admirable. But the ladies are now clamoring for a share 
of the salaried work, and there is fear and trembling 
amongst the present laborers in that part of the Lord’s vine­
yard— especially amongst the duller section of the said 
laborers, whose only qualification for their jobs is that they 
are two-legged males, and whom any decent lady preacher 
could knock out in five minutes. The Wesleyan Conference 
has had at last to reconcile itself to the idea of women in 
the pulpit, but it deals with it very gingerly. It reminds us, 
indeed, of the servant girl who pleaded that her illegitimate 
baby was an extremely small one. The Conference declares 
its opinion that cases in which it is desirable to preach are 
exceptional, hut “ where a woman possesses special gifts 
liberty should be given her.” Her liberty, however, is 
hemmed in by various special conditions. The men in pos­
session decide to throw out a ropo to her, but they mean to 
tako care that it shall bo too short for all but the liveliest 
jumpers. Fancy a Freethought society acting in th:s w ay! 
You can’t fancy it.

Sunday cinematograph shows are given in some districts 
of London in aid of the funds of local hospitals. This has 
excited the bigotry of the clericals, who don’t want any 
public shows running on Sunday except their own, not 
even in tho sacred cause of charity. Letters of protest were 
received from those gentlemen and considered at tho last 
council mooting of tho Metropolitan Hospital Fund, at tho 
Mansion Houso, under tho presidency of Lord Mayor Knill. 
Dr. Voelcker wrote :—•

“ The continued encroachments on the observance of the 
Sabbath are being moro and more forced on tho notice of our 
churches, and the connection of some of our hospitals with 
Sunday opening of places of entertainment is bound to be 
brought up.”

Probondary Gurdon wroto at greater length— and strength :—
“ There are a considerable number of these cinematograph 

shows now which are more and more being opened on Sun­
days. The way they get permission to do so is, as you 
know, by doing it 1 for charity,’ after the deducting of tho 
expenses. They are therefore in tho habit of approaching 
certain charitable societies, and getting permission to adver­
tise on their bills what these Sunday shows are for. One 
does not want to be uncharitable, but I do not imagine that 
they would thus keep open on Sundays merely for charity, 
but provided that the so-called expenses can be reckoned at 
a big enough figure, that it pays them to do so.

Some of us feel very strongly that the hospitals should not 
aid and abet tho opening of them by allowing their names to 
bo used for such purposes.”

What doos all this mean ? It means that the clericals want 
a monopoly of Hospital Sunday, and that if thoy can’t havo 
it they will do no collecting at all, and the hospitals may go 
to the devil. Which, by tho way, is another good roason for 
putting tho hospitals on tho rates and under municipal 
control. _____

The Archdeacon of London, who ip a member of the 
Hospital Fund Council, said that he quite agreed with 
these clerical gentlomen. Of course! He belongs to tho 
same profession, and has his proper share of 6sprit de corps. 
Tho Chief Rabbi said ditto. Of course ! H e is in tho same 
profession too. Tho Hon. Sidney Holland, however, put in 
a word for tho cinematograph showmen. He said that tho 
London hospitals benefited to a considerable extent from 
their entertainments. Finally, the matter was roferrod to 
tho general purposes committeo. W e hope the committoo 
won’t be too much frightened by Dr. Voelcker’s threat that 
“ if tho Fund did not decide to dissociate itself from tho 
action of certain hospitals in this particular, it would no 
longer be ablo to count upon the co-operation of the leaders 
of tho Churches.” W e trust the committee will regard that 
threat as the depth of meanness.
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God is said to be everywhere, and St. Augustine affirms 
that the whole— not a part— of him is universally present; 
and yet, from all the ends of Christendom, if not of the 
world, there assembled at Keswick, a week ago, thousands 
of men and women for the express purpose of “ waiting upon 
God,” as if he had his abode in that beautiful village, and 
nowhere else.

One of the speakers at the Keswick Convention stated 
that prayer is so barren of results because it is not suffi­
ciently persistent. You must beg, and keep on begging, 
until you get what you want, the listeners were told. ‘ ’ You 
must hang on until the loaves come.” “ The greatest 
temptation is to lose heart, to quit too soon.” W hat a funny 
father God must be if he treats his children in that fashion ; 
and they number, on this globe alone, some 1,800,000,000. 
It would be heartless cruelty inflicted on both them and 
himself.

. Canon Dalby, the rector of Cleothorpcs, is a remarkably 
sensible man— for a clergyman. The local council had been 
urging the police to enforce the provisions of the Lord’s Day 
Observance Act. The rector attended a meeting of Clee- 
thorpes tradesmen, and vigorously protested against the 
action of the council. In his opinion, that “ ancient Act 
ought to be amended to meet modern requirements.” He 
was in favor of supplying Sunday trippers with meals as on 
ordinary days. The kill-joys were very angry, but the 
reverend gentleman firmly hold his ground. It is refreshing 
to know that here and there a man of God is occasionally 
found who has sense as well as faith, and whose sense 
necessarily knocks out of him much of the folly of faith.

Rev. J. Nicholas Knight, who writes a weekly column for 
tho Ashton Reporter, doesn't agree with his Savior. The 
reverend gentleman writes that “  The Freethinker still 
struggles on and pathetically pleads poverty.” Now the 
Freethinker does not struggle on. It comes regularly before 
the public in excellent condition, as it has done for nearly 
thirty years. It was only a little out of condition for a few 
weeks in 1883, when the Rev, J. Nicholas Knight’s religious 
friends put the editor in prison for “  blasphemy ”— the very 
same crime for which their Savior was arrested. Tho sub­
editor broke down in body and mind under the dreadful 
strain, and friends had to step in and deal with the situation. 
It was then that tho Freethinker “  struggled ” and looked it. 
But it has always worn a fair appearance since. So much 
for the “ struggles.” And now for the 11 pleads poverty.” 
That is the Rev. J. Nicholas Knight’s sneer. Jesus Christ 
was quite of a different mind. Poverty, to him, was a 
virtue, carrying a divine blessing. “ Blessed be ye poor,” 
he said, “ for yours is the kingdom of heaven.” He also 
cried “ Woe unto you rich.” Thus the Freethinker earns 
tho blessing, and tho Rev. J. Nicholas Knight tho 11 woe,” or 
as much of it as he can manage to merit.

As a matter of fact, the Freethinker would bo paying its 
way all right if it were not for the vile Blasphemy Laws 
which Christians like the Rev. J. Nicholas Knight originated 
and still maintain. While those laws exist an outspoken 
Freethonght journal is always in a state of insecurity unless 
it is printed and published by those to whom upholding it is 
a point of conscience. Tho moment there was talk of 
prosecution, if the Freethinker were printed and published 
by ordinary tradesmen, it would be thrown over and might 
go under for ever. To prevent the possibility of that, we 
have had to keep up a separate establishment for printing 
and publishing this one journal. That is why a paper 
which more than pays its way, according to ordinary tests, 
shows a weekly loss. In other words, the bigotry of the 
Rev. J. Nicholas Knight’s friends is the sole cause of our 
“ poverty,” yet he has tho sweet Christian grace to twit us 
with it even in these circumstances.

This reverend gentleman advises us to read Harold 
Begbie’s Broken Farthenware. W e have better books to 
read. But the advice shows us the reverend gentleman’s 
intellectual level.

In explaining why Jesus is not reported to have over 
laughed, Professor David Smith surpasses himself in the art 
of saying foolish things. He calls laughter “  a stupid
gauclierie, symptomatic........ always of a lack of that self-
control which is characteristic .of a gentleman.” Therefore 
he confidently asserts that Jesus certainly never laughed. 
Then he adds : “ But he often smiled.” Comment would be 
superfluous.

Mr. Joseph McCabe has achieved the feat of visiting 
Melbourne, and writing an account of his visit, without so
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nfclV
much as mentioning the name of Joseph Symes. Appare 1 /  
the little Joseph never heard of the big Joseph. Strain 
But truth is strange— stranger than fiction, as Byron s* ’ 
The big Joseph went to Melbourne twenty-seven years > 
and fought a battle there that a thousand little J°seP 
couldn’t have fought between them. The little Joseph n 
into Melbourne in peace and safety; not a brickbat is thro 
at him, not an over-ripe tomato, not a too mature egg- .

- not—1
others know— of the great Joseph whose name is bound

to

the

is made much of, and he exults. And he knows not- 
others know— of the great Joseph whose name is boun 
live in the history of Melbourne; who gave twenty-'“ , 
years of his ardent life to one of the stiffest battles t 
ever fell to the lot of man.

Mr. McCabe drew audiences at Melbourne as he dra*® 
them in England, by means of a magic lantern andl 
idea that he is a special prophet of Evolution— when it 
weathered all its real troubles and has reached port foh° K 
Now there remain these three— Darwin, Haeckel, a
McCabe, but the greatest of these is -------. Tho reader c
fill in the hiatus.

Melbourne seems to be singularly behind date in 
things. Mr. McCabe assures us that, after his lectures, 
people all over Melbourne took to discussing “ the Pr®c , 
affinity of man to the ape.” It has reached them at *a 
And Darwin has been dead twenty-eight years!

“ Nervousness,” Mr. McCabe says, “ I know not, nor have 
I retained the art of blushing.” Evidently.

The President of tho Wesleyan Conference is a stalw ^  
champion of the wholly irrational and pernicious do0“ 1 . 
that “ there ¡3 no salvation by ethics.” The Confers“  ̂
cheered that rank heresy to the echo. Goodness is ot ,j 
account. The best man on earth will burn for over in k ’ 
if he dies without believing in Jesus Christ. This is 
reason why many believers are morally so lax. They 
be atrociously dishonest and fraudulent in business, a 
odiously selfish and cruel in society ; but never mind, t ^  
enjoy a blissful communion with the blessed Redeemer, a 
are in possession of a ticket that entitles them to a seat 
glory aftor death.

The President is equally convinced that preaching 
become so impotent as it is to-day because of the absie 
from it of “ the note of doom.” To be successful  ̂  ̂
preacher must prosent God as “ an object of fear,’ a . 
Being who can, and will, put obstinate unbelievers  ̂
adamantine chains in the Bottomless Pit, where they ® # 
wail and gnash their teeth to all eternity. This is happ1 * 
confirmation of the persistent toaching of tho Freethw 
from boginning to end— namoly, that religion had its otl°  e 
in ignorance and fear, and has always thriven on the s 
ever since,

28
The following appearod in the Daily Chronicle of J“ *? 

being communicated by its Now York correspondent:
“ On board the steamship which sailed from B°st°“ 

Europe yesterday were a number of missionaries en r g 
for the West Coast of Africa. In the vessel’s cargo fl 
also 20,010 gallons of New England rum, bound for the s 
destination.”

Criticism would only spoil this. But the question Biay . 
asked: Does the bottle follow Christianity— or does C 
tianity follow the bottlo ?

The Catholic Bishop of Salford says that when 
Unionists seek to make the secular solution of the educ ^  
problem a plank of thoir platform they enter nP??_joJJ 
abnormal and illegitimate development of the Trade 
movement. May wo suggest that they probably kno'v_ ifl 
own business a great deal better than ho does ? rFho .■ 7 
Union movement that he understands best is Priostcral •

. >■ n00^S
Rev. A. J. Waldron says that “ divine servico o0git 

rationalising and shortening. W e agree with him. 
rationalising to nothing, and shortening to tho same ex

.r^ted
Mr. Waldron also says that “ tho Bible must bo^ 

rationally.” True. And better men than Mr. y *  ^»t  
were sent to prison liko common thieves for say3“ « r3 
during the nineteenth century. But they were Frooth 
and honest mon. Mr. Waldron is a parson.

vie“*0 9An effort is to be made to insure poor country '  j,ee» 
minimum salary of £200 a year. This would ha'’ 
afiluence to J. C. or any of the apostles. Christian Pr® 
are more expensive articles now. The only faith 
able to live upon is other people’s faith,
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

September 4, 11, 18, 25, St. James’s Hall, London.
October 2, Glasgow; 9, Manchester; 16, St. James’s H all; 

26, Leicester; 30, Birmingham.

in forwarding his subscription to the Freethinker, says 
“ Kindly accept my sincere and hearty congratulations on 
regaining your health, vigor, and courage to fight the bigots, 
hypocrites, and fanatics of the Black Army, who have so 
long swayed the minds of the poor superstitious, ignorant,
and credulous people........ One cannot too highly admire the
pluck and sagacity with which you are handling the hammer 
handed you by your world-wide-known predecessor.”

To Correspondents.
Prpj

8 Honorarium F und : 1910.— Previously acknowledged, 
- 1 13s. Received since:— J. Hammond, £ 1 ; W . P.Mu:

Bri
rray, 2s. Gd,

ecssels Delegation F und.— Previously acknowledged, £1 5s. 
4 ^ived since :— J. Hammond, 10s.; R. T. Nichols, £1 Is - ; 
„  Vickers, 5s.; R. H . Rosetti, 2s. 6d .; S. Holmes, -s. Gd. 
ter Miss Vance:— Mrs, C. C., 10s.; K. C. C., 10s.

As:
E. B.

IRE8- See paragraph. Thanks.
ij thanks for cuttings, which will be useful.
^  Cannot say at present. Will think it over.
Pond t8ays: “ Please don’t drop the Acid Drops, as one corres- 
Euncl su^Sests. I have always reserved them for after tea on 
dent’ ' ^key aid my digestion.” In reply to this correspon- 
'utti 8 r<;marks on the case of Mr. Walsh and the newspaper 
pte 8 from the Positivist Review, we have to say that the 
quits boyc°tt of Atheism is a very old game. Positivism is 
in tb ano*i*:ler matter. Of course, all Positivists are Atheists, 
the ve,ae? se which Atheists attach to their own designation, but 

i j ®ious Public doesn’t know it, and “ Positivist” doesn’t 
Sound dangerous.J.
Ath0;° .EAVES-— -Atheism simply means “  Not-Theism,”  and 
not n.1 meana “  Without God.”  Denying the Bible God does 
that on® constitute Atheism. The majority of Theists do 

1 q ’ and a'l Deists.
of r~^n^er oonsideration. We have not see the numbers 

U, _ 6 lateral said to have been sent us.W. p -n
J — Much obliged for cuttings
■Bristow. 
mneral,

H. pR
Rained018’— Very R’ad 1° bear that the three new readers you 
Por, . Us a few months ago “  are now devoted admirers.” 
T0rx> 9 Bradlaugh are obtainable through A. Bonner, 

j  s'Court, Chancery-lane, E.O.
yo^®r?unell (Chicago).— Remittance placed to credit. Glad 

j  j  “ ke ” our paper and think it will “  do much good.”
' Bishop Ingram’s pamphlet shall be seen to.

iV?*0Dl,AB Society, L imited, office is at 2 Newcastle-street, 
Tas ^'cgdon-atreet, E.C.

■Too late. An obituary notice, with account of the 
may be supplied us for our next.

j  Nat
Bar,.: ,NAL Secular Society's office is at 2 Newcastle-street, 
■ / r,ngdon-street. E.C.%
With pe serv'ces of the National Secular Society in connection 
6bonldv?U'ar Burial Services aro required, all communications 

Bej d be addressed to the secretary, Miss E . M. Vance.
2 v_Ra for the Editor of the Freethinker should bo addressed to 

Bici Wcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E .C. 
stfggf Notices must reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon- 
ibHrted**" ’̂ ’ first post Tuesday, or they will not be

-street, E.C.

b'ark' W11° send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
0tu,iR ln8 the passages to which they wish us to call attention. 

¿ ¡0 8 f°r literature should bo sent to the Manager of tho 
and 6t Press, 2 Nowcastlo-street, Farringdon-street, E .C ., 

‘ t0 .the Editor.
to 8e8 f^ 't t in g  for literature by stamps are specially requested

Trr j? d laVpenny stamps.
offiô ect̂ n^er will be forwarded direct from the publishing 
lQa. ,Poat free, at the following rates, propaid :— Ono year, 

u .; half year, 5s. 3d .; throe months, 2s. 8d.

Sugar Plums.

PtepatDt- fbc Bank Holiday, which iutorforcs with tho 
fban atl°n of the forthcoming Freethinker in more ways 
i>fapbs i,’ . We bavo less than the usual quantity of para­
d e  SLlbls week, though we hope the paper is not otber- 

0rn of interest. W e hope to make amends next

*a denouncement concerning the St. James’s Hall 
- evening lectures in September and October will 
11 next issue. W e think it will bo of general 

^ 0tedit 0 afso beg to make another note of tho fact that 
6VebiQ„ , Town Hall has been engaged again for Sunday 

8 e°«Ures in November.
B *V d it r  -------
la,bonai:  ̂ ov°rdhan Dass, honorary secretary of the 

Press Association in the Lahore District, India,

Here is an extract from another subscriber’s letter— this 
time an American doctor hailing from the region which bears 
that delightful (Indian) name of Mississippi: “  I  must say I  
am exceedingly glad to have become acquainted with your 
paper. Every number teaches me something. I was much 
impressed by the reports of the speeches at the Annual 
Meeting.” This correspondent asks us "  as a favor ” to 
devote an article to Sir Robert Anderson’s “ Samaritan Pen­
tateuch ” argument as set forth in his Pseudo-Criticism. 
W e will have the matter seen to. Perhaps we may get our 
very competent contributor “ Abracadabra ” to write the 
article. He is holidaying just now, but he shall be attacked 
on his return.

Mr. Cohen has been spending a brief holiday in North 
Wales. He lectures in Victoria Park this afternoon (Aug. 7) 
and again in the evening. East-end “ saints ” will please 
note.

Subscriptions are coming in very slowly as yet for the 
Brussels Delegation Fund, which is towards defraying the 
cost of the representatives of the National Secular Society 
attending the International Freethought Congress on 
August 21 and subsequent days. W e asked for £30, and 
we should be glad if it could be made up forthwith. As 
this Congress will largely turn upon, and deal with, the case 
of Francisco Ferrer, it ought to be an honor to help send 
Freethought delegates from Groat Britain.

Mr. Joseph Collinson is leaving tho Humanitarian League, 
with which he has boon associated for the past fifteen years. 
He has been extremely active in carrying on tho League’s 
propaganda by moans of letters in tho newspapers and 
weekly journals. W e are glad to note that he will still 
devote himself, in other directions, to humanitarian work. 
Mr. Collinson is a good Freethinker.

The August number of the Humanitarian, the organ of 
the Humanitarian League, deals with Mr. Foote’s “ interest­
ing remarks on the letter lately addressed by Mr. Thomas 
Hardy to the Humanitarian League,” and reproduces from 
the Freethinker, with due acknowledgement, Mr. Thomas 
Hardy’s letter to Mr. Foote— which our readers will doubt­
less remember.

Mr. Hardy’s letter would havo boon printed in half tho 
newspapers in Englaud if it had been written to anyone but 
Mr. Foote, and had first appeared in another paper than the 
Freethinker. Mum’s the word, nearly always, when Mr. 
Foote is concerned. There novor was a meaner press con­
spiracy.

Mr. H . A. L . Fishor’s Frederick William M aitland: a 
Biographical Sketch was reviewed in last week’s Athenceum. 
The writer spoke in the highest terms of Maitland as an 
historian and a personality. Wo quote the concluding para­
graph :— “ But there is, indeed, something more. Maitland, 
as Mr. Fisher hints, was not only a great historian, a great 
teacher, and great political philosopher. He was of so simple 
and winning a personality that no one could be near him and 
fail to love him ; and none of his friends can be the same as 
if they had not known him. There was something so 
humble in all his brilliance and erudition, something so tender 
and almost wistful in his manner, that he could not but 
touch the depths in those who had to do with him. Tho 
long-borne knowledge of his doom, tho acute pain, possibly 
also the lack of any hope from beyond (for he was a con­
vinced and unwavering Agnostic)— these may have in part 
contributed to that charm, half beautiful, half pathetic, 
which hung about him. Whatever the cause, there it was ; 
the picturo in this volume brings it all back to his friends. 
They honored the scholar-artist and revered the courageous 
assailant of time-worn legal and historical prejudices; they 
loved the man.” W e draw special attention to the fact of 
Maitland's “ convinced and unwavering Agnosticism.”
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“ Falling Foul of the Ridiculous Person.”

A l t h o u g h  Byron said that “ ridicule is the only 
weapon the English climate cannot rust,” ridicule 
has many enemies. Stupid people, who must be 
literal or nothing, dislike it. Pious ladies, whose 
simple direct instincts and emotions prevent them 
from piercing below the surface of a statement, do 
not care for it. And those other wearers of the 
petticoats, the priests, whose professional instinots 
prompt them to reprove it with the whole vocabulary 
of theological abhorrenoe.

Without it is based on seriousness, said Heine, 
wit is only a sneeze of the reason. Every great wit 
in literature was a man of serious aims, and the 
greatest writers have been the greatest wits from 
the days of Aristophanes to those of Anatole France. 
Some of the best masters of the lash have been 
among the most earnest soldiers of progress.

A splendid example of sustained irony is found in 
Gibbon’s fifteenth chapter of The Decline and Fall of 
the Roman Empire, sketching the rise of Christianity. 
We all realise Gibbon’s position. He was pretending 
to give an account of the early Christians from the 
Christian standpoint, so as to hoodwink the owls of 
orthodoxy. At the same time, he contrives to throw 
doubt and discredit upon the whole story. This is 
how he does i t :—

“  But how shall we excuse the supine inattention of 
the Pagan and philosophic world to those evidences 
which were presented by the hand of Omnipotence, not 
to their reason, but to their senses ? During the age of 
Christ, of his apostles, and of their first disciples, the 
doctrine which they preached was confirmed by innu­
merable prodigies. The lame walked, the blind saw, 
the sick were healed, the dead were raised, demons 
were expelled, and the laws of nature were frequently 
suspended for the benefit of the Church. Bnt the sages 
of Greece and Rome turned aside from the awful 
spectacle, and, pursuing the ordinary occupations of 
life and study, appeared unconscious of any alteration 
in the moral or physical government of the world. 
Under the reign of Tiberius, the whole earth, or at least 
a celebrated province of the Roman Empire, was in­
volved in a preternatural darkness of three hours. Even 
this miraculous event, which ought to have excited the 
wonder, curiosity, and the devotion of mankind, passed 
without notice in an age of science and history.”

Gibbon is ostensibly censuring the sages for over­
looking the Bible miracles. In reality, he is denying 
their occurrence by slyly pointing out that there is 
no contemporary record of them from disinterested 
sources.

The most perfect examples of irony are to be found 
in Voltaire’s Candide, the wiliest book in the whole 
world. Voltaire did not lop branches ; he laid the 
axe at the root of the tree. Everyone should read 
this book. It is the most characteristic of all his 
writings. Here is a sample taken at random. When 
Candide was to be punished as a deserter—

“ He was asked which he would like the best, to be 
whipped six and thirty times through all the regiment, 
or to receive at once twelve balls of lead in his brain. 
H e vainly said that human will is free, and that he 
chose neither the one nor the other. H e was forced to 
make a choice ; he determined, in virtue of that gift of 
God called liberty, to run the gauntlet six and i thirty 
times.”

Swift, like Voltaire, was also a master of irony. 
Voltaire recommended the Tale of a Tub as a 
masterly satire against religion in general, and 
Thackeray denied Swift’s belief in that Christian 
religion which he had ironically defended in his 
Arguments Against Abolishing Christianity. Maybe, 
the most terrible example of Swift’s peculiar humor 
is A Modest Proposal, which is neither more nor less 
than a suggestion to use up for food the superfluous 
babes of the poor.

Singularly enough, the clergy have, with the usual 
stupidity, overlooked the faot that their God was an 
ironist when he said, upon expelling Adam from 
Eden, “ Behold, the man is become as one of us ! ” 
Elsewhere in the Bible, Elijah imitates the august

example of the “ Almighty,” and uses ridicule in f11® 
encounter with the priests of Baal. They had one 
in vain to their god; but the fire would not cow0, 
Elijah turned upon them, and said, in the langua8® 
of to-day : “ Where is your god ? Why does he no 
answer ? Has he gone on a journey, or what is ^  
matter with him ? ’’ This is the language of ir°n' 
and the deadliest sarcasm. The Christian God 
so fond of humor that, when his son was execute , 
he permitted an ironical inscription on the cross.

“ God’s ’’ humor took the form of simple, elemen ' 
ary irony. In this he did not rise much above tn 
level of a ’bus conductor or street urchin. The re® 
masters of irony are much more polished aD 
delicate. . .

Heine lay for seven years prior to his death, 010 
and solitary on a “ mattress grave,” his back ’ 
his legs paralysed, his hands powerless, his 
failing, “ God’s satire weighs heavily upon me,” h 
said.

“ The great Author of the Universe, the Aristophab® 
of Heaven, was bent on demonstrating with crushi g 
force to me, the little, so-called German Aristophao ^  
how my weightiest sarcasms are only pitiful attemp 
at jesting in comparison with His, and how miserably 
am beneath Him in humor, in colossal mockery.”

The untameable humorist kept his most wonderf^ 
jest for the last. “ God will forgive me,” he sal > 
“ it is his trade.”

Irony will be found in Fielding’s History of don  ̂
than Wild the Great, in the acidulated pages 0 
Flaubert, and under the suave sentences of R013®.̂  
It also lurks in the robust humor of Rabelais and 1 
the suggestive pages of Diderot. , e

Matthew Arnold compared the Trinity to t 
“ three Lord Shaftesburys,” and he never shov?6  ̂
weariness of the pastime of bishop-baiting. Ho 
continually making fun of the Bishop of Glouoest0  ̂
and of his alleged desire to do something for 1 
honor of the Godhead. . . 0

Swinburne treats the priests with fearful derisi 
in his “ Hymn to Man.” He represents them 
calling on their god, and he says, “ Cry aloud, for 1 
people blaspheme ”—

“  O, thou the Lord God of our tyrants, they call thee, 
their God by thy name. ,

By thy name that in hell lire was written, and burned 
at the point of the sword,

Thou art smitten, thou G od; thou art smitten; thy 
death is upon thee O Lord ; ,

And the love song of earth as thou diost, resounds 
through the wind of her wings—

Glory to man in the highest! for man is the master 
of things.”

Thomas Hardy has shown himself a master 
irony in the concluding chapter of Tcss, and in n3®  ̂
another place has used it with deadly effect. , 
the dictionary definition of irony must be alt01 ^  
It is not enough to say that it is “ a mode of 
expressing a sense contrary to that which ^  
speaker intends to convey.” It may be 
Biblical irony, or the similar elementary irony 03 
streets; but it does not define the more oojlere-
irony of literature. We much prefer George 
dith’s definition:—

" I f  instead of falling foul of the ridiculous P® ^^  
with a satiric rod to make him writhe and sbriok a ^jcli 
you prefer to sting him under a semi-caress, by er, 
he shall in his anguish be rendered dubious ',v̂ n0 pi 
indeed, anything has hurt him, you are an eng1 
irony.” ^

This is well said by one of the greatest m a^erS 
the lash in the English language.

A SA ILO R ’S PRAYER. ^ p
“ O Lord, I  am no common beggar ; I  do not trouble ^  ¡j 

ivery d a y ; for I  never prayed to Thee before ; an ^  to 
ilease Thee to deliver me this once, I  will never P 
-bee again as long as I live.”
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Is There a Heavenly Father?

By W . W . C o l l i n s .
‘ There is no alleviation for the sufferings of mankind 

except veracity of thought and action, and the resolute facing 
of the world as it is, when the garment of make-believe, by 
W  pious hands have hidden its uglier features, is stripped 
°u. -—H uxley.

^ oivever crude the belief, Christians were entitled 
held°K 6 ere<̂ t f°r consistency when they tenaciously 
to tb th e o r y  that the evil in the world was due 
hn a- ^e êrmination of the Devil to mar God’s 
CQ° . York. The theory may have been totally in- 
De't en  ̂ the omnip°k0noe they attributed to 
for ’ but, at least, it did not impeach his reputation 
to j-L00^nes8) n°r represent him as utterly indifferent 
îth ef^ e^ are °t the creatures he had made. But 

driv ^*8aPP0arance of the Devil believers are 
8q ea to endless efforts, some subtle and some silly, 
evil6 lnt>en*oa8 and some superficial, to reconcile the 

8 of this world with their belief in its govern- 
tro by an omnipotent God who is also “ Our

,ra,Vet%  Father.”
mor f recent calamity at Whitehaven, by which 
ê„ e, ban a hundred and thirty coal miners have 

biin1 . oobe^ nP iQ the burning hell of the deep sunk 
ha e’ 18 a terrible reminder of the fearful risks men 
f0r 6 to run in their necessary efforts to earn bread 
Han "bemselves and their families. Did “  Our 

Father ” know before these men went to
frj , ,  Work that they were going to certain and 

atk deaths ? Did he know, too, that their
reQj 3 W0uld make widows of eighty-eight wives and 
Aad nF-,^Wo Hundred and fifty children fatherless ?

. la He, knowing this, do nothing to prevent the 
break• QInan holocaust with all its immediate heart-
toiSe ln  ̂ 8°rrow and its legaoy of future poverty and 
o6lJ p  ? In the face of such a tragedy as this the 
toinj ,BoPHistries by which theologians attempt to 
^aok-1180’ exP̂ a*n away, or to justify the miseries 
feall bas 0̂ endure, are seen to be what they 
0^ ?  are> mere fallacious attempts to justify their 
baa g aVa0ious theory of things. Who is there, who 

0ri°&sly considered the extent of human suffer- 
gte’aj. bo Has not felt with Jefferies that it is “ so 
Vf0rai 8°  endless, so awful, that the whole and the 
leftst ’ bHe worst pessimist can say is far beneath the 
toau ,Parbicle of truth, so immense is the misery of 
Etig W -̂ He easy optimism which tells us “ God’s in 
thi0 eav0n, all’s right with the world,” and that all 
°6ttaf 1 ■PPen f°r some wise and beneficial end, is 

j.py not the result of an appreciation of nature 
Sijg„ ®. a8 they really are. Such easy optimism is 
tathej }v.e m*n(b8 hypnotised by religious fallacies 
fact8 rr?an an intellectual appreciation of actual 
t̂op'e "He pious ejaculation of Sterne's that “ God 

ev6ry r,8 bho wind to the shorn lamb ” is falsified 
ribl/ day and every hour of our lives, Facts, ter- 
i°e8 nn,d,bragic, emphasise the conviction that God 
bê ita °bHing of the kind, so that in their innermost 

^ 8 °  know the statement is not true, 
bhe r> booklet, entitled Is There a Heavenly Father ? 
sbgerj0v- Samuel E. Keeble tells us that “ Pain and 
e*°ept'1̂  n°b predominate in nature; they are 
toiggy 0Qal- Happiness there is far in excess of 
° f " Ho also asserts that the mere parrot cry 
Pletc r0A in tooth and claw ” is a most incom- 
6cQlloa r^ a ’̂ 8uP0rHcial, and unscientific view of the 
t^ b li?  of nature.” He asks us “ to listen to the 
bbe „ S choir in the spring woodlands,” to “ mark 
^apfg^bols of the lamb and the tiger cubs,” and 

118 that “ the struggle for existence is, in the 
Jtomless unconsciousness, and even pleasant 

H ich . ub surely it is such a view of nature as this 
Jjife j8 8 really incomplete, partial, and superficial. 
F̂ ttotu 1 ^aJo up of warblings and gambols, it is a 
abeaaQaA Ju ggle , a struggle so persistent and so 
tk^burr1 • by far the great majority of all living 
cberej 8 die without ever attaining maturity, and 
f^Plete without ever experiencing life full and 
t0tlrth blven of the human race, more than one- 

Q£ all born die before attaining their fifth
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year, and one-half before their fiftieth; so that the 
actual average of human life is but little more than 
forty years. There seems to be something wrong in 
a system of things by which countless creatures are 
produced of which only the veriest fraction ever 
attains to the full span of life ; it is inconceivable 
that suoh a system is presided over by a power 
which, in any proper meaning of the term, can be 
called beneficent, much less designated a Heavenly 
Father. It is all very well to say, as the Rev. Mr. 
Keeble does, “ that pain and suffering in Nature are 
not wanton, but purposeful; that they secure the 
safety, the existence, the preservation, and the pro­
gress of the creaturely world; that they are a neces­
sary element in that great system by which the 
whole sublime economy of the organic world has 
slowly attained its present wonderful variety and 
perfection ; that they are sufferings which are in the 
interests either of the creature itself or its species, 
or of the general order of Nature,” and that “ they 
are necessary to progress.” But is all this anything 
more than a series of skilfully spun phrases, which 
really hide or evade the real difficulty— the difficulty 
of morally justifying ever present pain and suffer­
ing ? As Winwood Read forcefully put it in his 
Martyrdom of Man :—

“ Pain, grief, disease, and death— are these the inven­
tions of a loving God ? That no animal shall rise to 
excellence except by being fatal to the lives of others—  
is this the law of a kind Creator ? It is useless to say 
that pain has its benevolence, that massacre has its 
mercy. W hy is it so ordained that bad should be the 
raw material of good ? Pain is not less pain because it 
is useful; murder is not less murder because it is con­
ducive to development.”

“ The whole sublime economy of the organio 
world ” is a fine phrase, but it is much more sonorous 
than sensible. Where do you find economy in the 
organio world ? Its every method is that of lavish 
wastefulness; prodigality, not economy, is its uni­
versal characteristic. That a few creatures may 
survive, thousands are sacrificed; that a few may 
enjoy the oomforts and pleasures of life, thousands 
must suffer its ills and pains ; that a few may reach 
the full span of life, thousands must be prematurely 
out off. This is organic Nature’s inexorable law, its 
“ sublime economy ”— this also its beneficence and 
its justice.

The contention that pain and suffering serve some 
useful purpose, and that they secure the safety, 
existence, preservation, and progress of the orea- 
turely world, is one which is wholly indefensible as 
an explanation and much less as a justification of 
those evils. Again and again it has been pointed 
out that many of the most aoute pains serve 
no useful purpose whatever, and that they accom­
pany some of the most trivial ailments and un­
important illnesses. Nature’s utter indifference to 
the good or the bad effects of pain is so obvious that 
it is logically impossible to regard any particular 
instance whore pain servos some useful end as other 
than merely incidental. In his Nature of Man, 
Metohnikoff says: “ A physiological phenomenon, 
suoh as childbirth, is often attended by extremely 
violent pain, which is absolutely useless a3 a danger 
signal. On the other hand, some of the most 
dangerous diseases, such as cancer or kidney disease, 
may exist for a long time without causing any sensa­
tion of pain, with the result that the sufferer knows 
nothing of the presence of the disease until it is too 
late. Were pain to play the part assigned by Nordau 
(the part of enabling us to recognise dangerous symp­
toms and to guard against them) it would appear in 
cases of danger, and yet would never become unbear­
ably aoute.” It may be quite true that pain plays a 
part in the elimination of the unfit, but then the 
question arises, Why, in a world controlled by a 
Heavenly Father, should there bo any unfit ? And 
this is a question which Theism is powerless either 
to suppress or to answer. It is not true to say, as 
the Rev. Mr. Keeble does, that “ the universal pre­
valence of struggle, fear, pain, suffering, disease, and 
death amongst the creatures is to-day ostentatiously
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cited as a demonstration of the cruelty and callous­
ness of God.” Nothing of the kind; they are cited, 
and properly so, as quite inconsistent with the theory 
of a Heavenly Father, who, out of his infinite wisdom 
made all things, and whose infinite mercy extends 
to all his creatures. To any such theory Nature 
itself gives the most emphatic denial. That pain 
and suffering are wrought into the very warp and 
woof of living creatures is as incompatible with 
mercy as the inequality of their distribution is with 
justice. Who would dare to say that the balance of 
pain and suffering is so adjusted that each one gets 
his share ? And who would dare to say that they 
fall only on those who deserve them ?

The author of Is There a Heavenly Father ? declares 
that “ the evil is terrible, and the problem great 
but has it never oocurred to him that the problem is 
one of his own making ? He has aocepted a theory 
of things which cannot be squared with the facts. 
It is useless to rail at the Rationalist, and to tell 
him that to obviate the difficulty “ it would be neces­
sary to reconstruct the system of things upon quite 
other principles.” The difficulty is a Theistic one 
only; it originated as a necessary consequence of 
the Theistic hypothesis, and it fades away imme­
diately that hypothesis is dispensed with. The 
Rationalist recognises that, as Dr. Maudsley has 
well put it, “ The facts of organic Nature, when 
observed frankly and judged without bias, do not 
warrant the argument of a supreme and beneficent 
artificer working after methods of human intelli­
gence, but perfect in all his works.” The Rev. Mr. 
Keeble himself seems to catch some faint glimmer 
of this truth ; he tries to shift the awful burden of 
responsibility from the Creator to the creature by 
asserting, “ it is not just to charge all the misery 
and wrong in the world upon God. Most of it is due 
to human, and not Divine, action." But man did 
not make himself; human nature, such as it is, is 
the prodnot of a process for which man is in no 
sense responsible ; and, however much his miseries 

•may have been increased by his folly, unbrotherli- 
ness, injustice, and greed, these are just as much the 
results of that process as are the virtuous senti­
ments which condemn them. It has been well said 
that if we attach any meaning at all to the words 
“ virtue ” and “ justice,” there is neither virtue nor 
justice in creating some race of happy and moral 
beings at the cost of awful moral, as well as physical, 
sufferings to myriads of their forerunners.

To the Rationalist and the Agnostic it is evident 
that the Theistio assumption is incapable of legiti­
mate defence, because it itself is illegitimate. To 
say that pain and suffering are helping to cultivate 
the higher virtues, that they are part of the Divine 
scheme whereby human progress is perfected, that 
they serve as a warning, and an education from dread 
events, that for the greater part they are the results 
of human ignorance and folly, and that there is 
another life with its compensations, is to indulge in 
verbal sophistries which do but mock us with their 
emptiness. At best they are but comfortable cloaks 
under which shelter is sought from the pitiless pelt- 
ings of uncomfortable facts; they may be excuses, 
but they certainly are neither adequate explanations 
nor moral justifications. However true it may be 
that the pains and sufferings of past millenniums 
have contributed to the progress, the fruits of which 
we enjoy, that fact can never be either a consolation, 
a compensation, or a justification to the countless 
hosts of victims whose mangled remains form the 
steps by which we have risen to our present position.

— “ The Examiner,” Christchurch, Neiu Zealand.

Father Vaughan says that saints are of two classes—  
ready-made and manufactured. He seems to set most 
value on the second class. Self-made saints (we sup­
pose the Father is one) sometimes suggest that their 
beiDg self-made saves the Almighty the authorship of a 
questionable piece of work.

Lincoln’s Religion.—II.

By Dr. J. B. W ilson.
(From the Cincinnati Commercial Tribune.)

(Concluded from  p . 493.)
When Lincoln was nominated for the Presidency, his 
ticism was brought up against him. Out of twenty-»11 
ministers of Springfield, only three were for him- ’ 
Newton Bateman, President of Public Instruction, calle“ , 
Lincoln to discuss the dilemma. The charge of “ infidel1 y 
was being rapidly spread all over the country, . , . „

“ Mr. Bateman,” said Mr. Lincoln, “ I am not a Cbns 
— God knows I would be, but I have carefully read the 
and do not so understand the book.” ,te

“ These clergymen know I am for the freedom of 
territories— for freedom everywhere, so far as the coD joI 
tion permits, and they know that my opponents are 
slavery. They know all this, yet, with the Bible in 
hands, they are going to vote against me. I  cannot un 
stand it.” . ey

All this is mighty interesting, in view of the fact that t 
are now claiming as a Christian a man who said, "  I aca
a Christian.” Mr. Bateman, who reports this, was a Cb 
tian, and therefore his statement must be true. It is fur ^  
interesting as showing the difference of how clergymen 
gard Lincoln dead and how they regarded him alive. 
they try to claim h im ; then, they tried to destroy 
heretic. Funny, isn’t it ? ^

But happily the excitement over the impending 
drowned out the clerical cry of scepticism, and Lincoln „ 
elected. But had it been a time of peace, Lincoln won 
have stood any more show than a snowball in a partiem 
oft-mentioned warm place. . ¡n

Mr. Lincoln openly expressed himself as not believ1®^ # 
the Atonement. He declared it “ illogical and uojust a“ 
premium upon evil doing.” Nor did he have any falf. 
death-bed repentance, nor in infant damnation, nor sanct1 
tion, nor in miracles, declaring that “ the Supreme ” °  ŷ 
demonstrated itself through order and method, and no 
violations of nature’s laws.” Much other of Christian dog 
dear to the Christian heart, he repudiated. ¡„g

One of the severest criticisms ho mado was the folio fj 
in reply to the frequent question asked him, “ W hy he 
join church ?” He said : “ Whenever a church will inSC-or'8 
over its altar as a qualification for membership the ®ay.,jj0i) 
statement of the substance of the law and g o sp e l"". 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and wi 
thy soul, and with all thy mind, and thy neighbor as tny 
— that church will I join with all my heart and soul.' .^g 

If this means anything at all, it means that in .g.
opinion there wasn’t a church in existence in which ^ ¡ ¡ ¡ i  
tians loved God with all their minds and souls, and j 
neighbors as themselves— as Christians profeBS to do > .
there was no likelihood of there being such a church. ^ 
sequently, he was safe in saying ho would join such a cU ^  
While his words are diplomatic, they are in fact a s® f 
arraignment of Christian belief and practice, and W 11' [f 
this stinging rebuke Christianity to-day is making^ 
laughable in its attempts to bed-fellow with “ Old Abe- 

Mr. Herndon, his law partner, who states that 
an avowed sceptic— a Deist of the Paine class of thin*1 - 
says that Lincoln once told him that all the creed h® 
was that of an old man named Glenn, whom he heard F ^  
at an experience meeting. “  When I do good,” said t  ̂
man, “ I  feel good; and when I do bad, I  feel bad > 
that,” said Lincoln, “  is my religion.” j to

After Lincoln got into the swim of politics, and w 
Washington, like a good politician, he became, like ^ ¡ r  
“ all things to all men ” on those matters involving 
prejudices.

Lincoln knew men and human nature. He 
the greatest of diplomats and as sleek a politician ® ¡a 
lived. He had a great war on his hands, daily gr0'  ^ o O 6 
dimensions. He had no time to bother with petty * 
and other delegations, which constantly besieged h* , yjce9- 
their whimperings and fault findings and conflicting v f > !

He apparently agreed with all, and sent them a'va^„y b ^  
good, and then went about his business as though tn ) 
not been there.

But on one occasion his patience was tested. A de to 
of three hundred ministers called upon him, urging ^,»0 
proclaim the freedom of slaves. They even went s g ^  
to tell him that God had revealed to them that i"

was ° n®ver

will that he (Lincoln) make this proclamation.
i i a re!Lincoln replied, “ If it be probable that God woUlCj 0tyt 

his will to others on a point so connected with ray’ -re0tiy> 
might be supposed that he would reveal it to mo 
and so dismissed them in a jiffy ; whereupon arose 
howl in Israel.



August 7, 1910 THE FREETHINKER 509

taenf000!11 l̂aA n°t only the South and the scheming govern- 
with \ °  t worId, including the Roman Church, to deal
North ^̂  many secret and treacherous antagonisms in the 
North' i 8 00lNd not afford to make a single enemy in the 
wait '(i ' '  ̂ en Quakers, Baptists, Methodists, and all the rest 
him h npon arl<* told *Neir prayers were with
them t ^ anked them for their prayers, and even asked 
If I h ° ,pray *or him, or at least they said he asked them. 
■Would 1 8een *n hie place, I  would have done the same. I 
hn«i , ave kept the best brand of sacred soothing syrup on 

a? d for all such visitors.

had'tC° 'n cor|tesse(I to Wendel Phillips and others that he 
Politi °  ,Uae eyery art of diplomacy in managing the many 
Donof  an<I. relig'°us discontents and factions in the North, 
whir»), which knew the inside state of affairs, but all of 

Th Waa^  to run the war their way.
^ord^--^1180' 11 did not trust to prayer is evidence by these

each*;?1 r,fad the same Bible and pray to the same God, and 
have unvoaea his aid against tho other. Neither’s prayers 
War if I688 answered. An all-powerful God could stop the 

„ ,,7) 6 wanted to, still the contest proceeds.”
the de ^  *?> *° *s *° h®> aE|d no prayers of ours can arrest 
o ree. ’ No one knew better than Lincoln that success

‘•■‘'“«a upon management, money, patriotism, and men.
The coddling Lincoln gave all the many Christian delega-

,,0Qa that often annoyed him, no doubt impressed many of 
‘ hetn that he ha* *« »»  » a ' ' " "  ”
l Coounts
§ ^ * 0  do it?
S? hands,

he had grown to be a regular “ Hard-Shell,” and 
for the many stories afloat of his Christian belief. 
> do it. With the responsibility of such a war on 

Ih0tT'uus’ there was no timo for any other consideration. 
a friend* Was Paramounti and Lincoln needed every man for

0°Mceabf ^ ar 8rew> anA the burden became heavier, it is 
t° 0j ® 6 In all of his State papers and addresses he began 
atatee»6 .®teater recognition to the Supreme Power. In 
t° Us f however, this is a kind of a habit, handed down 
the '1 g°m the kings of the earth. It is like our oath, with 
thouga °i he'P me G od” attachment. Not one person in a 
thou , H ever thinks about God when taking it. Just as 
Plat£. essty and indifferently the Lord is shoved into party

JmTh and State Papers-LinCoi h°w much of this was habit and diplomacy wit! 
°bserv t ■ re *s no moans of knowing. Anyhow, w< 
mem • Lincoln speaking of himself as “  an humble instru 
si0Qs the hands of Providence,” and using such expres
^huiom these: “ If God wills,” “ If it be the pleasure of 

1 8hty God," God gives us to see tho right "j  thus 
But this, remember, is in

achuo~ 7  w °d>” " A s  
U° ec*ging a Supreme Power.
pain6 a a re®ognition of the Christian religion. Tho Heists, 
frinCol , Uolney, who had such a powerful influence upon 
God, 8 fr°Nef> were the very firmest believers in a personal

and ¡3! af w®N-known fact that many of Lincoln’s addresses 
t ■ Papers have been garbled, giving God recognition 

IQ m ln°oln nover mentioned tho name of God.
Now , amous Gettysburg speech, God was not mentioned 
this w -  ’ s generally given out, it is made to read : “ Thai 
etc. n ’?n (under God) shall have a now birth of freedom,’ 

¿¡k *.8 ffrus thoy have doctored the dead.
Up fHe’ Emancipation Proclamation, in the original

Gj&t 'in orgot all about God. Chase, noticing this, suggested 
'^^u io 8? 11 an important proclamation, the Deity should be 

e<U “ All right,” said Lincoln, “ writo out what you 
„4J ..8nt to be said which Chaso did, and so the Lord 

Gie pr j stupendous universe didn’t get left. He went in 
too UockI ainat'°n  just as Chase put Him in. Lincoln was 
tituo, a Politician to haggle about the Lord just at that

b < 8al*o well known that Lincoln at times inclined to tho 
his ri spiritualism, and consulted mediums with members 

iti0Qg aninet. With all his groatnoss, ho had his supor- 
Sqjq ’ aad was vory much a human being.

Ue Lejj eia uPi Lincoln was a Deist to tho end of his days.
6v°d in a Personal God. He never belonged to any 

^Ponsjk'v'^eribed to any croed. His awful position and 
¡n ¿¡'fry made him feel at times that ho was an instru- 

la te st j . frands of a Divino Providence. In his days of 
aQt eveuCll,acouraoOment, when he knew not whom to trust, 

^ 0»  ° Se ar°nnd him, when mentally fagged and hardly 
eg ¡n °I his former self, ho may have fallen on his

of
Ni

>1 Ofl fo m en t of weakness and prayed, as has been
N s But let him speak for himself. His own

o, " I  ija Nest convoy his position, and horo they are 
t^oolty 8 ne.ver united with any church, because I found 
a the Iq ln “*v‘ng my consent, without mental reservation, 

t 8*ch cl/1̂ ’ cornplmated statements of Christian doctrine, 
Nion aracterise the articles of belief and the usual con- 
' “ The R-faith-”

s*0e, ® ible is not my book, nor Christianity my profes- 
111 not a Christian.

If the Christian hell be true, and that most of mankind 
go to it, to burn forever and ever, then man should have no 
other duty, no occupation or object, but to pray, pray, un­
ceasingly pray, to keep out of it. But there is no hell. If 
God be a just God, all will be saved or none.”

Shortly before he died he said, “ My earlier views of the 
unsoundness of the Christian scheme of salvation and the 
human origin of the scriptures have become clearer and 
stronger with advancing years, and I see no reason for 
thinking 1  shall change them.”

From this I  infer that, had he lived, in his later years he 
would have resurrected the thoughts that Wells threw into 
the fire, and thus taken his stand beside the greatest and 
most progressive thinkers of all the ages, and so rounded 
out his most remarkable career.

The statement of Mrs. Lincoln is as follows : “  Mr. Lincoln 
had no hope and no faith in the usual acceptance of the 
words.”

His son Robert, Herndon, his law partner, and Hay, his 
secretary and biographer, verify the same.

From what I say here I refer the reader to the L ife o f  
Lincoln by Nicolay and Hay, his private secretaries, and to 
other biographers who record the testimonies of those closest 
to Lincoln, and who know him best.

In the face of all this, which is well known to all who 
study Lincoln, how can ministers and Christian writers even 
partially claim him as their own.

If he had been a plain man in private life, would they 
claim him as they do ? If he had not been a great historical 
and ideal character and martyr, would they make any claims 
upon him at all ? Not a bit of it. Instead of claiming him 
they would be damning his memory for his unbelief, and his 
soul to-day would be sizzling in hell.

In the language of Lincoln himself, how can men and 
women “ trust such an important matter as the salvation of 
their souls ” to those who either conceal, misrepresent, or 
sigh for a return of the days of miracles.

What every honest man wants to know about a great 
historical character is the man as he was— beliefs and dis­
beliefs, virtues, faults and all— instead of what other people 
who come after him think what he ought to have been, or as 
they would like to have him be. The Christian clergy, in 
thus honoring Lincoln as a Christian, make themselves 
ridiculous in the eyes of the many, who know that he wrote 
that hook and later openly denounced all the chief tenets of 
the Christian faith. They not only make liars and hypo­
crites of themselves, but would try to make a liar and hypo­
crite of Lincoln.

If Christians succeed in making a Christian of a dead man 
who was never a Christian when a live man, wo may all look 
for a return of the days of miracles and oven apprehend that 
the millennium is at hand.

National Secular Society.

R eport of M onthly E xecutive M eeting held on J uly 28.

Tho President, Mr. G. W . Foote, in tho chair. There wero 
also present: Messrs. Barry, Bowman, Cowell, Davey, 
Heaford, Lloyd, Loat, Nichols, Rogor, Schalier, Samuels, 
Shoro, Thurlow, Wood, Dobson, Lazarnick, Lewis, and 
Rosetti.

The minutes of the last meeting wore read and confirmed, 
and the monthly cash statement accepted.

Tho following new members were adm itted: Parent 
Society, 2 ; Islington Branch, 1 ; Ivingsland, 1 ;  North 
London, 1 ;  Ogmore Vale, 2 ; Rhondda, 5.

A new resolution concerning grants to Branches for open- 
air propaganda was movod by Mr. S. Samuels, followed by a 
long discussion, and finally carried.

Mr, A. Lowis, the new delegate from Wood Green in placo 
of Mr. Evans, resigned, reported good work done by the 
Branch.

The following sub-committee was appointed to consider 
tho two resolutions passed at the Annual Conference con­
cerning Cremation and Lecture Scholarships, and report to 
tho next Executive meeting: Messrs. Cowell, Davey, Lloyd, 
Samuels, and Shore. E  M _ y ANCBi Qenerai Secretary,

The Negro Holiness Church of Hutchinson, Kansas, held 
special services on tho afternoon of July 4, to pray that 
Johnson might defeat Jeffries in the fight between them. 
Tho victory came off on schedule tim e; but it is not 
probable that we shall see this direct answer to prayer 
frequently cited in Christian apologetic literature ia token 
of God’s readiness to hear his children. Yet it is fully ai 
convincing as any of the instances customarily given.—  
Trutliseelter (New York).
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SU N D A Y  LE CTU RE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach ua by first post on Tuesday, 
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.

OOTDOOB.

B ethnal Green B ranch N. S. S. (Victoria Park, near the 
Fountain): 3.15 and 6.15, 0 . Cohen, Lectures.

C amberwell B ranch N. S. S. (Brockwell Park): 3.15, F. 
Schaller, “ Christianity v. Reason” ; 6, Miss K. B. Rough, a 
Lecture.

K inosland B ranch N. S. S. (Ridley-road, Kingsland): 11.30, 
F. A. Davies, “ The Light That Failed.”

N orth L ondon B ranch N . S. S. (Parliament Hill Fields) : 3.30, 
F. A. Davies, a Lecture.

W est H am B ranch N. S. S. (outside Maryland Point Station, 
Stratford): 7, E . C. Saphin, “  The Gospel According to Smith.”

W ood G reen B ranch N. S. S. (Jolly Butchers’ Hill, opposite 
Public Library); 11.30, Mr. Davidson, a Lecture. The Green, 
Enfield : 7, Mr. Smith, a Lecture.

W oolwich
Lecture.

B ranch N. S. S. (Beresford-square) : 11.30, a 

COUNTRY.

Outdoor.
H uddersfield and D istrict B ranch N. 8 . S. (Kirkburtcm): 

8, G. T. Whitehead, “ Do We Believe ?” Market Cross: Satur­
day, at 8, G. T . Whitehead, “ Christian Teaching.”

BUSINESS CARDS.
Short advertisements are inserted under this heading at the 
of 2s. per half inch and 3s. 6d. per inch. No advertise®^ 
under this heading can be less than 2s. or extend beyon 

inch. Special terms for several continuous insertions.

PROPAGANDIST LEA FLETS. New Issue. 1 
Skunks, G. W . Foote ; 2. Bible and Teetotalim, J. M.
3. Principles^ of Secularism, C. Watts; 4. Where ¡¡t

ion 
ost

¿ampie9 °°

c*. a. I UJ (JCLIUU/ iO liL f uauto , x. n >»viv

Hospitals ? R. Ingersoll. 5. Because the Bible let »
So, W . P. Ball. Often the means of arresting atte _ntUU, M . JL. a V/AUOll uuo AUCdlliO UA UIAAVU»»—O -

and making new members. Price 6d. per hundred, r 
free 7d. Special rates for larger quantities. Bamp 
receipt of stamped addressed envelope.— N. S. S. hECIt 
2 NewcaBtie-street, Farringdon-street, E .C . _________.__

FREETH OU GH T BADGES.— The new N. S. S. Badge V&P  
is the French Freethinkers’ emblem— a single P a n 3 y j n y  
Button shape, with strong pin. Has been the means ot ^ 
pleasant introductions. Price, single, 2d., postage Id .' Ait, 
or more post free. Reduction to Branches.— N.S.S. Sbcb 
2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E .C.

10/- PER W E E K  after one month’s trial paid to all
who sell my 30s. Suits to Measure. Do you a 
increase your income ?— J. W . G ott, 28 Church-ba
Bradford,

FLOWERS °* FREETHOUGHT
B y G. W . FOOTE.

Contains scores of entertaining and informing EssayB and 
Articles on a great variety of Freethought topios.

First Series, cloth 
Beoond Series, cloth

2s. 6d. 
2s. 6d.

T he Pioneeb Press, 2 Nowcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

TRO U SERS FOR N O TH IN G  1 During August I 
extra pair Trousers for nothing with all 27s. 6d. Su* . 
Measure. Patterns free.— H . M. W ilson, 22 North 
terrace, Bradford.

THE

MARTYRDOM OF HYPATIA'
An Address delivered at Chicago by

M. M. M A N G A S A R I A N .
Will be forwarded, post free, for

THREE HALFPENCE.
T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, Í¡.C'

A LIBERAL OFFER NOTHING LIKE IT.
_ a  X r-i ■  r -  n . r   r ,  I .  i o  - 1 . a  I  — .  r t ! . . « »  a       ^  | y | ¡ | | ¡ Q g  SOGreatest Popular Family Reference Book and

at 3 and 4 dollars
Id

M i s i
die- o\i

Sexology—Almost Given Away.
Now Try it Yourself.

Insure Your Life—You Die to W in; Buy this Book, You Learn to Live
Ignorance kills— knowledge saves— be wise in time. Men weaken, sicken, 
knowing how to live. “  Habits that enslave ”  wreck thousands— young nVsetic3’ 
Fathers fail, mothers are “ bed-ridden,” babies die. Family feuds, marital m1 

divorces— even murders— All can bo avoided by self-knowlodge, self-control.
You can discount hoaven— dodge hell—here and now, by reading and apply’^ ^ tfl 
wisdom of this one book of 1,¡¡00 pages, 400 illustrations, 80 lithographs on 18 <jrl"  

color plates, and over 250 prescriptions.

OF COURSE YOU W A N T TO KNOW W H A T EVERYONE OUGHT TO

T he Y oung— How to choose the best to marry.
T he Married— Hew to be happy in marriage.
T he Fond Parent— How to have prize babies.
T he Mother— How to have them without pain.
T he Childless— How to be fruitful and multiply.
T he Curious— How they “ growed ”  from germ-cell.
T he H ealth*— How to enjoy life and keep well.
T he Invalid— How to brace up and keep well.

Whatever you'd ask a doctor you find herein, or (if not, Dr. F. will answer your inquiry tree, any time)
eularge'i:

Dr Foote’s books have been the popular instructors of the masses in America for fifty years (often re-written 
and always kept up-to-date). For twenty years they have sold largoly (from London) to all countries where & ' » pU«* 
spoken, and everywhere highly praised. Last editions are best, largest, and most for the price. You may sav®, .  j; 
by not buying, and you may lose your life (or your wife or child) by not knowing some of the vitally important train

Most Grateful Testimonials From Everywhere.
Gudivoda, India : “  It is a store of medical knowledge in plainest 

language, and every reader of English would be benefited 
by it.”— W . L. N.

Triplicane, India: “ I have gone through the book many times, 
and not only benefited myself but many friends also.”—  
G. W . T.

Panderma, Turkey : “ I can avow frankly there is raJ'£*/(,n]i9t)
found such an interesting book as yours."— K. H- vfj

Calgary, Can. : “  The information therein has changed nv
idea of life— to be nobler and happier.”— D. N. M. pri°0, 

Laverton, W . A u st.: “ I consider it worth ten times *“
I have benefited much by i t . "— R. M.

Somewhat Abridged Editions (800 pp. each) can be had in German, Swedish, Finnish, or Span
¡sí«

Price EIGHT SHILLINGS by M ail to any Address.

ORDER OF T HE P I ONE E R  PRESS,
2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.C.
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n a t i o n a l  s e c u l a r  s o c i e t y .
President: G. W. FOOTE.

uretary ; Miss E M. Vance, 2 Newcastle-st., London, E.C.

Sec Principles and Objects.
anj  teaches that conduct should be based on reason
lute 5now ê3ge. It knows nothing of divine guidance or 
te ?r®nce >. it excludes supernatural hopes and fears ; it 
ttwral g .aPP'ness as man’s proper aim, and utility as his

LiberfU*ar'Srp affirms that Progress is only possible through 
Seeks i ’ *s at onoe a right and a duty ; and therefore 
tlioiinu* ren?ove every barrier to the fullest equal freedom of 

Se° l' a.c^ on' and speech.
as Ŝ U ar*sm declares that theology is condemned by reason 
aS9aii factitious, and by experience as mischievous, and 

Sec* ] historic enemy of Progress.
sPïead ¿1Sm ? ccor(lingly seeks to dispel superstition; 
ruor e(tucation ; to disestablish religion ; to rationalise 
Plater’ ?  ’ Prom°to peace ; to dignify labor ; to extend 
the poopl We^ 'i)ein8 ! and to realise the self-government of

Aû Membership.
folio-»- Person is eligible as a member on signing the 

h j  Ing declaration :—
pl6̂  dosire to join the National Secular Society, and I  
PrnJiL-11̂ 86^ ’ «  admitted as a member, to co-operate in 
‘’"'rioting its objects.”

Name...

America’s Freethought Newspaper. 

T H E  T R U T H  S E E K E R .
FOUNDED BY D. M. BEN NETT, 1873. 

CONTINUED B Y E . M. MACDONALD, 1883-1909.
G. E . M A C D O N A L D ....................................................... E ditor.
L. K. W ASHBURN .............................E ditorial Contributor.

S ubscription R ates.
Single subscription in advance ... ... 13.00
Two new subscribers . .. . . .  . . .  5.00
One subscription two years in advance ... 5.00

To all foreign countries, except Mexico, 50 cents per annum extra
Subscriptions for any length of time under a year, at the rate of 

25 cents per month, may be begun at any time.
Freethinkers everywhere are invited to send for specimen copies, 

which are free.
THE TRU TH  SEEKER COMPANY,

Publishers, Dealers in Freethought Books,
62 V esey Street, New Y ork, U .S .A .

TRUE MORALITY i
Or, The Theory and Practice of Neo-Malthusianism,

IS, I BELIEVE,

THE BEST BOOK
ON THIS SUBJECT.

Superfine Large-paper Edition, 176 pages, with Portrait and Auto) 
graph, hound in cloth, gilt-lettered, post free Is. a copy.

til,

4  ddre88.....................

Occupation ......................................................................................

Dated this..................day o f ............................................1 5 0 ...

Witb'8 Deciaration should bo transmitted to the Secretary 
p J  a subscription.

riemv,6^0?^  a minimum of Two Shillings per year, every 
his ° 6r ' s t °  bis own subscription according to 

rieans and interest in the cause.

Th Immediate Practical Objects.
011Q «Legitimation of Bequests to Secular or other Freo- 
hetê Qi ^ocieties, for the maintenance and propagation of 
c°udit'°X 0P*n'ons on matters of religion, on tho same 
Organ;101?8 as aPply to Christian or Tbeistic churches or 

irrigations.
Itelir,0 Abolition of the Blasphemy Laws, in order that 
out fL n may ko canvassed as freely as other subjects, with- 

TTy  ^no or Imprisonment.
.establishment and Disendowment of the State 

’-the * i , ln ^ nglanfi> Scotland, and Wales.
¡a gc. Abolition of all Religious Teaching and Biblo Reading 
by y, or other educational establishments supported

Tli ^ af ° ’
chip,0 Opening of all endowed educational institutions to the 

Th- a n d youth of all classos alike, 
of §u Abrogation of all laws interfering with the freo use 
Suqq (lay for the purpose of culture and recreation ; and the 

i l  °P°ning of State and Municipal Museums, Libraries,
A ¿ Galleries-

Oipjgj .el®ria of tho Marriage Laws, especially to secure 
s.tul, ... Ic°  for husband and wife, and a reasonable liberty

The Flty °-f divorce-that a ĵ TUabsation of the legal status of men and women, so 
The p11® ^ 8 may be independent of sexual distinctions. 

ftotQ . , ‘ r°toction of children from all forms of violence, and 
Pteiw 0 §reed of those who would make a profit out of their 

Th ta.bor.
‘»stej'-Aboliticm 0f all hereditary distinctions and privileges, 
b(°thCt̂ o a spirit antagonistic to justice and human

?iti0ll0 friprovement by all just and wise means of the con- 
ri ^  °f daily life for tho masses of the people, especially 
^ ’e li;08 and cities, where insanitary and incommodious 

anfi tbo want of open spaces, cause physical 
• The p8 art(f disease, and the deterioration of family life, 
‘tseij f . r?motion of the right and duty of Labor to organise 
°‘aiia tor, moral and economical advancement, and of its 

The s  Protection in such combinations, 
jbent ^  ubstitution of the idea of Reform for that of Punish- 
N ge,,, the treatment of criminals, so that gaols may no 
H  pia Q Places of brutalisation, or even of mere detention, 
ri0ge ° f  physical, intellectual, and moral elevation for
. An p “ "*■« annetea witn anti-sociai tendencies, 
risto y tension of tbo moral law to animals, so as to secure 
. The p "18,116 treatment and legal protection against cruelty, 
rition oft04mo.tion °f Peace between nations, and the substi-, 
aa,tibv, . Arbitration for War in the settlement of inter- 

ai dripntes. I

are afflicted with anti-social tendencies.

In order that it may have a large circulation, and to bring it 
within the reach of the poor, I have issued

A POPULAR EDITION IN PAPER COVERS.
A copy of this edition post free for 2d. A  dozen copies, for dis­

tribution, post free for one shilling.
The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, says: “ Mr.

Holmes’s pamphlet....... is an almost unexceptional statement
of the Neo-Malthusianism theory and practice___and through­
out appeals to moral feeling....... The special value of Mr.
Holmes’s service to the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human 
well-being generally is just his combination in his pamphlet 
of a plain statement of the physical and moral need for family 
limitation, with a plain account of the means by which it can be 
secured, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the 
lowest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. 
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very high terms. 

Orders should be sent to the author,
J. R. HOLMES, EAST HANNEY, WANTAGE.

PAMPHLETS by C. COHEN.

Foreign Missions, their Dangers and
Delusions ... ... ... ... 3d.

Full of facts and figures.

An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics ... 6d.
Principles of ethics, based on tho doctrine of Evolution.

Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity.. Id.
Christianity and Social Ethics ... Id.
Pain and Providence ... ... ... Id.

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newoastle-street, Farringdon street, E.O.

DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH
BY

G. W. FOOTE.

Being a Three Honrs’ Address to the Jury before the Lord 
Chief Justice of England, in answer to an Indictment 

for Blasphemy, on April 24, 1883.

With Special Preface and many Footnotes.

Price FOURPENCE. Post free FIYEPENCE.

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.
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T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y
(LIMITED)

Company Limited by Guarantee.

Registered Office— 2 N E W C A S T L E  ST R E E T , LONDON. E.C. 
Chairman o f  Board o f  Directors— M r. G. W . FOOTE. 

Secretary— Miss E . M. VANCE.

T his Society was formed in 1898 to afford legal security to the 
acquisition and application of funds for Secular purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society’s 
Objects are :— To promote the principle that human conduct 
should he based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super­
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper 
end of all thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry. 
To promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com­
plete secularisation of the State, etc., etc. And to do all such 
lawful things as are conducive to such objects. Also to have, 
hold, receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised, 
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of 
the purposes of the Society.

The liability of members is limited to £1, in case the Society 
should ever be wound up and the assets were insufficient to cover 
liabilities— a most unlikely contingency.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent 
yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Society has a considerable number of members, but a much 
larger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be 
gained amongst those who read this announcement. All who join 
it participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of 
its resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa­
tion that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from 
the Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in 
any way whatever.

The Society’s affairs are managed by an elected Board of 
Directors, consisting of not less than five and not more than 
twelve members, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) each year,

An Annual General Meeting ofbut are capable of re-election, an .annual general »u w t j  
members must be held in London, to receive the Report, el 
new Directors, and transact any other business that may »rise-

Being a duly registered body, the Secular Society, 
can receive donations and bequests with absolute secunr 
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to J®* V  
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favor in 
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apprebensi • 
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The execut 
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary course 
administration. No objection of any kind has been raise“ 
connection with any of the wills by which the Society 11 
already been benefited. 23

The Society’s solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battcock, 
Rood-lane, Fenchurch-street, London, E.C.

A Form of Bequest.— The following is a sufficient for10 ^
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators :— “  I g'v® _
“ bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited, the sum of *
“  free from Legacy Duty, and I direct that a receipt sigue“
“  two members of the Board of the said Society and the Secr j),e 
“  thereof shall be a good discharge to my Executors for 
“  said Legacy.”

Friends of the Society who have remembered it in their 
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary 
the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who 
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential. This is not necessfwj 
but it is advisable, a3 wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, » 
their contents have to be established by competent testimony-

T H E  P O P U L Ä R  E D I T I O N
(Revised and Enlarged)

OF

“ BIBLE ROMANCES”
BY

G. W. FOOTE.
With a Portrait of tho Author

Bsynold*’.  Newspaper sa y s :-"M r. G W. Footo, chairman of tho Secular Society, is well known as a man ot 
exceptional ability. H,s Bxble Romances have had a large sale in the original edition. A popular, revised, 
enlarged edition, at the price of 0d., has now boon pnblishod by tho Pionoor Pross 2 NewflastllaWf FarrinedoB- 
street, London, for the Secular Society. Thus, within the reach of almost everyone, the ripest thought of the leader» 
of modorn opinion are being placed from day to day.” r o“ “ 01 *ua

144 Large Double-Column Pages, Good Print, Good Paper

S I X P E N C E  — N E T
THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEW CASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E-C-

Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaug*1
BY

G. W. FOOTE.
of

The most intimate thing ever written about Bradlaugh. Mr. Foote’s personal recollection»
| the great “ Iconoolast” during many exciting years, with a page on his attitude in the pre00 

of death, and an account of his last appearance as President of tho National Secular Sooted’

PUBLISHED AT SIXPENCE REDUCED TO TWOPEN^'
(Postage Halfpenny.)

THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEW CASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON,
fî.O’

Printed and Published by the Pionehb Press, 2 Newcastle-street, London, E .C.


