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You have not converted a man, because you have
silenced him. Opinion and force belong to different
dements. To think that you are able by social dis-
aPproval or other coercive means to crush a man's
opinion, is as one who should fire a blunderbuss to put
out astar—John Mobley.

The Lord of Lords.

[This article was written in 1884. With a few alterations
a is singularly appropriate to the present situation. Most of
onr readers will gladly accept it this week, we think, instead
°f a special article by the Editor.]

are in the midst of a political crisis. The House
~ Lords opposes a reform unanimously voted by the
°useof Commons. Great demonstrations are being
e'd all over the oountry, to insist on the popular will
(iQg carried into effect, and there is a growing cry of
Lown with the Lords.” A spectator from another
j-tanet might wonder at all the fuss. He might marvel
°w forty millions of people needed to stamp and
60aticulate against a handful of obstructives. He
~N'ght imagine that they had only to deoree a thing
it would immediately be ; that all opposition to
aeir sovereign will would melt away the moment they
s’lared it. This traveller, however, would soon be
Received. A little study would show him that the
P@Fple are kept in check by faith and custom. He
Quid learn that the nation is tied down like Gulliver
aa, by ligatures springing from its own head.
~ hind the King there is a King of Kings; behind
6 Lords there is a Lord of Lords. Behind every
®hly despotism there is a heavenly one. The rulers
~hiankind overawe the people by religious terrors.
®ykeep a body of men in their pay, the black army
fro heo”™*Ey> whose business it is to frighten people
Onf ,~e’r rights by means of a ghost behind the
tg ailD' Nobody has ever seen the bogie, but we are
ght to believe in it from our infanoy, and faith
8 deficiencies of sight. Thus we are
aved by our own consent. Our will is suborned
rgﬂoat our interests. We wear no chains to remind
thQ °Ur servitude, but our liberty is restrained by
be j web of superstition, whioh is so fine as to
oyea Per’eptible except to keen and well-practised
Bec0 and elastic enough to cheat us with a false
Yé&80f freedom.
Polity We mn8t seek in religion the secret of all
~tof4 tyranny and social injustice. Not only does
e af, J:!1""0w ra the bearing of religion en politics-
feeli® 1 to-day wherever we oast our gaze. Party
Ltie Of 1? ao embittered in France because the sharp
tile nf *v*si°n in politics corresponds with the sharp
b“’l@ibn " retigi°’n- 0° the one side there is
~tholi aQd Republicanism, and on the other
t]48Q°I18tn an™ Monarchy. Even in England, which
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at present knows less of the naked despotism of the
Catholic Church than any other European country,
we are gradually approximating to a similar state of
things. Freethought is appearing upon the public
stage, and will play its peculiar part as naturally
as religion does. Those who fancy that theology
and politics have no necessary relations, that you
may operate in the one without affecting the other,
and that they can and should be kept distinct, are
grossly mistaken. Cardinal Newman has well shown
how it is the nature of ideas to assimilate to them-
selves whatever agrees with them, and to destroy
whatever disagrees. When once an idea enters the
human mind it acts according to the necessary laws
of thought. It changes to its own complexion all its
mental surroundings, and through every mental and
moral channel influences the world of practice out-
side. The real sovereigns of mankind, who sway its
destinies with irresistible power, are not the czars,
emperors, kings, and lords, nor even the statesmen
who enact laws when public sentiment is ripe ; they
are the great thinkers who mould opinion, the dis-
coverers and enunciators of Truth, the men of genius
who pour the leaven of their ideas and enthusiasm
into the sluggish brain of humanity.

- - - - - t

Belief in God is the Bource and principle of all
tyranny. This lies in the very nature of things.
For what is God ? All definitions of religion, from
Johnson’s down to that of the latest dictionary,
agree on this one point: that it is concerned with
man's relations to the unknoivnh. Yes, God is the
Unknown, and theology is the science of ignorance.
Earl Beaconsfield, in his impish way, once said that
where our knowledge ends our religion begins. A
truer word was never spoken.

Now the unknown is the terrible.
fearful the moment we confront the incalculable.
Go through the history of religions, consult the
various aocounts of savage and barbarous faiths at
present extant, and you will find that the principle
of terror, springing from the unknown, is the essential
feature in which they all agree. This terror inevit-
ably begets slavishness. We cannot he cowardly in
this respect without its affeoting our courage in
others. The mental serf is a bodily serf too, and
spiritual fetters are the agencies of political thral-
dom. The man who worships a tyrant in heaven
naturally submits his neck to the yoke of tyrants on
earth. He who bows his intellect to a priest will
yield his manhood to a king. Everywhere on earth
wo find the same ceremonies attending every form of
dependence. The worshiper who now kneels in
prayer to God, like the courtier who backs from the
presence of the monarch, is performing an apology
for the act of prostration which took place alike
before the altar and the throne. In both cases it
was the adoration of fear, the debasement of the
weak before the seat of irresponsible power.

We become
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Authority is still the principle of our most refined
creeds. The majority of Christians believe in salva-
tion by faith; and'what is the God of that dogma
but a capricious tyrant, who saves or damns accord-
ing to his personal whim? The ministers of Pro-
testantism, like the priests of Catholicism, recognise
this practically in their efforts to regulate public
education. They dare not trust to the effect of per-
suasion on the unprejudiced mind; they must bias
the minds of children by means of dogmatic teach-
ing. They bend the twig in order to warp the tree.

Now God is the supreme principle of authority as
he is the essence of the unknown. He is thus the
head, front, and symbol of terror and slavery, and as
such must be assailed by every true soldier of Pro-
gress. "We shall never enfranchise the world without
touching people’s superstitions; and even if we
abolish the House of Lords we shall still dwell in
the house of bondage unless we abolish the Lord of
Lords ; for the evil principle will remain as a germ
to develop into new forms of oppression.

Freethought is the real Savior. "When we make a
man a Freethinker, we need not trouble greatly about
his politics. He is sure to go right in the main. He
may mistake here or falter there, but his tendency
will always be sound. Thus it is that Freethinkers
always vote, work, and fight for the popular cause.
They have discarded the principle of authority in the
heavens above and on the earth beneath, and left it
to the Conservative party, to which all religionists
belong precisely in proportion to the orthodoxy of
their faith. Freethought goes to the root. It reaches
the intellect and the conscience, and does not merely
work at haphazard on the surface of our material
interests and party struggles. It aims at the destruc-
tion of all tyranny and injustice by the sure methods
of investigation and discussion, and the free play of
mind on every subjeot. It loves Truth and Freedom.
It turns away from the false and sterile ideas of the
Kingdom of God and faces the true and fruitful idea
of the Republio of Man. Q w Foote>

A Problem in Determinism.—lIlI.

(Concluded from p. 755.)

The answer to both the questions raised in my last
artiole is to be found in a consideration of man’s
psychological nature. Very largely criticisms of Deter-
minism have been based upon a defective analysis of
mental states, and also upon a psychology too atom-
istic in character. It is this last quality that makes
so much writing on psychology unsatisfactory, and
which allows men of even the standing of Professor
William James to offer in defence of a disguised
supernaturalism arguments that would not otherwise
be forthcoming. Because in studying the mental
gualities of man we are compelled to deal with an
individual brain, it has been tacitly assumed that
mental phenomena may be explained with no more
than a casual reference to anything beyond the indi-
vidual organism. This assumption may be quite
sound so long as we are dealing with mind as
a function of definitely localised organs, or if
we are merely concerned with a description of
mental states. It is when wo put to ourselves
the larger question of how certain aspects of
mental phenomena came to be that we find the
atomistic psychology breaking down, and we are
compelled to deal with mind as an expression of
social forces and to consider its workings in relation
to the social medium. Then we discover that it is
man’s social relationships, the innumerable genera-
tions of reactions between man and the social
medium, that supply the key to problems that are
otherwise insoluble.

Consider for a moment the real significance of
morality. So long as we confine ourselves to the
individual, what explanation can be given of such
gualities as sympathy, honesty, truthfulness, chastity,
kindness ?  Apart from social relationships these
things are meaningless; morality itself ceases to
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have any meaning apart from the social medium.
Properly studied, psychology yields much the same
result. When we get beyond the apprehension of
such fundamental qualities as time and space, heat
and cold, color and form, the contour of man’s mind,
so to speak, is a social product. And from this point
of view the phrase “ social sense ” is no mere figmO
of speech ; it is the expression of a pregnant truth,
the statement of a fact that is as real as aDy
scientific law with which we are acquainted.

For all scientific laws are no more than the expres-
sion of relations. The law of gravitation, for instance,
is simply an expression of the relations existing
between particles of matter. If there were only one
particle of matter in existence, gravitation would be
meaningless. Introduce a second particle, and w0
set up a relation between the two ; and the descrip-
tion of this relation is all that we properly mean by
the law of gravitation. In the same way "€
description of individual human qualities is funda-
mentally a statement of the relations existing
between individuals living in groups, and any attempt
to understand human nature without considering
these relations is as certainly foredoomed to failQlD
as would be the attempt to study a particle of matter
apart from the operation of all known forces-
The individual as he is to-day is not something
existing apart from the social foroes; he is an ex
pression, an epitome, of all the past and presen
operations of those forces. The really importao
thing in the study of human nature is not so mQC
the individual A or B as it is the relations existing
between the two. It is these that make the inQl
vidual what he is—determines his language, feeling3
thought, and character.

It is, 1 think, along these lines that we have
seek an explanation of the feeling that we
initiate a reformation in character, and the sense
power we possess of determining events. We stO®
with a feeling of power over the course of events-""
feeling that is interpreted as the equivalent of 0
ability to absolutely initiate a change in our O
character or in that of others. But a little refl0
tion convinces us—particularly if we call ourseK
Determinists—that this interpretation is 9°
erroneous. An absolute beginning is no more c°.0
ceivable in the mental or moral sphere than it18
the physical world. The sum of all that is iO.
sum of all that has been, and in this total, desn ~
feelings, dispositions, are inoluded no less to”
physical properties. Now, curiously enough, *
conviction that the individual can effect an abso
change in character exists in greater strength ~
regard to oneself than it does with regard to otb
Most people can more easily realise that what 3°a0i
one else does is the product of their heredity
their environment than they can realise ihinc
own case. Of course, reflection shows that theinod*
principle applies, but we are dealing here with®".
rather than with carefully reasoned out convict®*”
Generally speaking, while we feel ourselves ®a®
of our own fate, we only suspeot a similar BY0"tb
on the part of others. And we do realisO
increasing vividness the power we possess in 1110 eg
ing people’s character by change of oircumsta™gis
We see this illustrated in the increased elDFQ(ter
placed upon the importance of better housing» D jo-
sanitation, better conditions of labor, and a «nor
proved education. Human nature, we perceivl” fig
extremely modifiable thing, although as fOV2. “ffin
have enough patience, or sufficient of the sci iQ
spirit, or possess the requisite powers of an Otbfli

our observations are chiefly concerned with ~e
people. We see how their conduct results fr° ¢
interaction of organism and environment, &>

also, our own function as a determinative

none the less real even though it is recogniQ0 >

should be recognised, that between ourselv ~jjji

others the relation is mutual; we are ah

of a causal sequence. I9\f0
It is the perception of the fact of these sO ~

actions which gives us a sense of power in de .g&

ing events. | say power because freedom
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altogether different matter. The question of whether
are “ free” to determine events or not is, as |
have before shown, quite meaningless when applied
a scientific inquiry, and can only be used in the
sense of an absence of arbitrary restraints. But the
guestion of whether we have power to determine
events may be answered in the affirmative—an
answer that is not affected by our power being
conditioned by all past and present circumstances.
&“Gsense of power is a real thing, expresses a fact,
even though the fact be an inevitable one. We are
ah shapers of each other’'s character, moulders of
each other’s destiny. The recognition of our power
po do this is not only not oontrary to Determinism,
h is implied in the Deterministic theory. It is this
also which gives a real meaning to the term “ social
sense.” For the social sense can have no other
leaning or value than a recognition of the action of
°ae individual upon another, and, as in the case of a
pnemical product, the setting up of something that
Bnot given by the factors considered singly.
So, too, do we get by this method a real meaning
a higher meaning to the word *“ Freedom.”
"ben writing on Determinism in the early part of
bis year, | pointed out that the word was of purely
spoial origin. Its meaning applied to an indi-
"lat*al is that he is at liberty to put his desires
‘cto operation unrestricted by the coercive action
bis fellows I may now point out that this
Bthe negative and lower meaning of the word. But
bere is a positive and higher meaning that belongs
? Man is a social animal, his whole morality and
baractor is a social product. The purely human
gualities not only lose their value divorced from
&cial relationships, it is these relationships that
Provide the only means for their activity. To say
bat a person is free to express moral qualities in the
sence of his feliows is meaningless, since it is only
, their presence that their manifestation is possible.
,"is the free and unfettered intercourse of man with
b'afellow that gives to each whatever real freedom
6 possesses. Freedom is born of social inter-
BQse, and the restraints imposed upon each
«biber of society in the interests of all are not a
bailing of human freedom, but the condition of its
j~bifestations. To chafe against them is, to use
biabt's famous illustration, as unreasonable as a
Ids revolt against the opposing medium of an
in ignorance of the fact that it is this
~Position that makes flight possible. The only
, €dom man can know is that expression of purely
,nan qualities afforded by social life. = Human
~eedom has its origin in social relationships, and to
. 6se we are ultimately driven to discover its mean-
8 and significance.
th f 7ar * have, | trust, explained to what is due
gij Bense of power over circumstances possessed by
ti W agreafer or smaller extent. 1 have also
fret  show the meaning and conditions of human
9 ebom. Only one other point remains on which to
"yaword, and this is whether a conviction of the
~beational character of human action would lead to
6bkening of effort. Why should it have this effect ?
is curious that those who dwell upon this point
~bi to only have in their minds the tendencies to
tr°°S- But there are also tendencies in the con-
direction, and if a feeling of the inevitableness
cQbbman action operates in the determination of
g.yduot (a consideration to which we may easily
‘b 103016 wei8”Ni' than it deserves) this must operate
e bo direction of making more certain both ten-
Gs>g°od as well as bad. And this being so we
I ?0I'tainly justified in claiming that on this score
*far anc*demerit will remain as before. But this
ttQ; as | have hinted, is largely groundless, for the
b Would seem to be that the really vicious char-
FSaren°t all given to reflecting upon the origin
pv °ature of their desires, while those who are
\Mcib to this form of introspection are not usually
~be LB is the latter class of people who are, |
‘btelr giving to the other description a degree of

'bdiu ence nr*d power of analysis they do not
arily possess.
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Finally, the argument takes a too purely intellect-
ualist view of human conduct. It does not allow for
the operation of sympathy, or for the power of social
reactions. And these, as has already been said, are
not only real things, they are the things of chief
importance when considering human nature. Man
cannot sit passive even though he would. The
power of sympathy urges him to action, the desire
for social intercourse, the invincible feeling that in
some way he is vitally concerned with the well-being
of the society to which he belongs, are always in
operation, even though their degree of intensity
varies with different individuals. One cannot possibly
isolate  man in considering conduct, because his
whole nature has been moulded by social intercourse
and continuously craves for social intercourse and
social approval. It is these feelings that immedi-
ately determine conduct. The mental parception of
the causes and conditions of conduct can operate but
slowly in comparison therewith. And in their
operation they are all the time checked and modified
by the fundamental requirements of the social

StruCtQre’ C. COHEN.

Aristotle and Jesus.

We are assured by the theologian that philosophy
and religion are two entirely different things. “ Re-
ligion is the primal fact,” he tells us, “ while philo-
sophy is the attempted explanation of the fact.”
Aristotle gave the world a new philosophy, and
Jesus a new religion. Now, if religion is “ the
primal fact,” and if the only perfect religion came
by Jesus Christ, does it not follow that Jesus should
have preceded Aristotle? Is it not strange that
“ the attempted explanation of the fact” appeared
so many centuries before the fact itself? This is a
putting of the cart before the horse with a ven-
geance. Of course, a New Theologian, like “ J. B.”
of the Christian World, finds no difficulty here at all,
but is able to say that “ in the early world philo-
sophy and religion grew side by side, but with a
curiously separate history.” Religion, “ the primal
fact,” grew in Palestine, and philosophy, “ the
attempted explanation of the fact,” in Greece; the
fact itself, and by itself, in one country, and the
attempt to explain the fact, also by itself, in
another.” “ The Jew did not philosophise ” ; he was
quite satisfied with the fact unexplained. The
Greek did philosophise; and yet the fact about
which he philosophised was not in his possession.
It is all very well for “ J. B.” to assert that ‘ philo-
sophy and religion are very near relations, and
that, as is at times the way with near relations,
they have very often quarrelled,” but he must be
aware of the fact that, in relation to the religion,
“ the primal fact,” of their own days, Socrates,
Plato, and Aristotle were pronounced Freethinkers,
and did much to destroy it. Aristotle had a theo-
logy, it is true, but it was a theology that excluded
“ suoh a thing as Divine interference with Nature,”
as well as “ the possibility of revelation, inspiration,
miracles, and grace.” It would have required an
exceptionally powerful microscope to detect any
relationship, near or remote, between philosophy
and religion just then.

Coming to the Now Testament, we find philosophy
associated with “ vain deceit,” and “ the wisdom of
this world” denounced as valueless. To Jesus, philo-
sophy was unknown, and Paul despised it. Accord-
ing to the latter, there is nothing that God enjoys so
much as “ putting to shame them that are wise.”
Everywhere in this volume Jesus, the dreamer, is
pitted against Aristotle, the thinker, and natural
knowledge is frowned upon as tending to “ puff up”
and discourage faith. The attitude of the New
Testament to philosophy has also been the attitude
of the Church in all ages. Plato and Aristotle were
benighted Pagans, who died without knowing God as
Savior and Lord. Everybody knows how much
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Christian theology owes to Greek philosophy. In
the Middle Ages the Aristotelian logic reigned
supreme in all theological thinking; bat, while
borrowing his method wholesale without a blush, the
Church of the all-loving God did not hesitate to
proclaim that the man himself had his abode in
hell. Heaven was reserved for deceased Christians,
they alone meriting endless bliss. Dante mirrors
for us the hideous barbarism of the theological loca-
tion of the dead. In Limbo, the first circle of hell,
the poet “ spied the master of the sapient throng,”
the great Stagirite, “ seated amid the philosophic
train.” “ Him all admire,” he adds, “ all pay him
reverence due." But he was not alone. Socrates,
Plato, Democritus, Diogenes, Heraclitus, Empedocles,
Anaxagoras, Thales, Zeno, and many other illustrious
children of the earth, kept him company. This is
Dante’s description of their abode and its misery:—
“ Here, as mine ear could note, no plaint was heard

Except of sighs, that made the eternal air

Tremble, not caused by tortures, but from grief,'

Felt by those multitudes, many and vast,

Of men, women, and infants. Then to me

The gentle guide: “Inquirest thou not what spirits

Are these which thou beholdest ? Ere thou pass

Farther, | would thou know, that these of sin

Were blameless ; and if aught they merited,

It profits not, since baptism was not theirs,

The portal to thy faith. If they before

The Gospel lived, they served not Gofl aright;

And among such am I.  For these defects,

And for no other evil, we are lost;

Only so far afflicted, that we live

Desiring without hope.’ ”

That is a true picture of the Christian attitude to
philosophy as such. The only philosophy which the
Church can tolerate is a philosophy that has no in-
dependent existence, a philosophy that can be so
adapted as to serve its own speculative purposes.
Aristotle and Jesus are natural enemies, and can
never come to terms. It is only at the cost of sur-
rendering its own rights that philosophy hobnobs
with Christianity.

Let us return to “J. B.” This is how he speaks
of Aristotle in the Christian World for November 25:—

* He believes in God, the Pure Reason, the Eternal
Mover. But the development of things arises from
their mere nature. There is nothing in his system
answering to the Christian idea of a personal Provi-
dence. And he dismisses the hope of a hereafter for
us. Thought will not be extinguished at the dissolution
of the body, but will return to the universal reason.
But that does not mean the continuance of the indi-
vidual. With Aristotle we are in the driest of the dry
light.  After Aristotle, Epicurus, who follows the
Stagirite not in time only, but to some extent in prin-
ciple. He too is for thisworldness and making the best
of life as it is.”

According to that passage, Aristotle was by no
means “ a very near relation” of Jesus. The two
were as widely apart as the poles. Aristotle marks
the starting-point of the scientific method of obtain-
ing knowledge, which was a complete reversal of the
Platonic method. It is true that we owe the term
“ metaphysics ” to Aristotle; but Plato was the first
great metaphysician. Plato began by assuming the
existence of universals, which he called ideas, and
from these he worked his way downwards to par-
ticulars. Aristotle, on the contrary, started with
particulars, and arrived at universals only by the
process of induction, and for him the universals
existed, not indepandently like Plato’s ideas, but in
the particulars. Plato was a poet, a creator of
imaginary realms, with whom the reason was the
handmaid of the fancy; but Aristotle, while an
ardent admirer of his master's poetry, was himself
essentially a scientist, whose materials were facts,
and whose guide in dealing with them was the intel-
lect. Now, it is well-known that the famous Museum
of Alexandria was established on the basis of Aris-
totle’s method of studying Nature by experiment and
observation. Daring the palmy days of the Alex-
andrian school marvellous discoveries were made in
astronomy, mathematics, and physics, some of whioh
were afterwards lost, and had to be remade in
modern times. But while the Aristotelian philo-
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sophy flourished religion languished. At Alexan r
even the Jews forgot the God of their fathers an
became sceptics. When the intellectual We
Alexandria began to decline, Aristotelianism was s V
planted by Platonism, which eventually degenera®
into Neo-Platonism. Then came Jesus and
apostles, who, in their turn, superseded Neo-Pia jg
ism by appropriating and assimilating much °
speculation and ethics. As the rise of Neo-Pla
ism meant the collapse of Aristotelianism, so ~
triumph of Christianity involved the downfal
Neo-Platonism. But the supremacy of Christian”™,
was achieved not only by appropriating and a3Slj)ut
lating certain elements from rival system3
chiefly by subsequently suppressing such Bys‘e ry
The name of Jesus became the symbol of arb* g0
power and cruel persecution. At the least 8°j
of the resurrection of Aristotle the forces
Jesus were instantly set in operation to PraVe
such an undesirable event. The exeroise of ibis
reason was pronounced acrime punishable by horr
tortures and execution. What faith dreads mos
knowledge, and it stop3 at nothing in its determt ~
tion to nip it in the bud. lowas in the nam® f
Jesus that Sanor Ferrer was shot in Spain the o
day, because he was a sower of knowledge, a re8
citation of Aristotle. Wherever Christianity has
power it never fails to utilise it for the suppresS
of what it characterises as profane learning.
Fortunately, however, in Christendom &an@ra yj
the tables are being rapidly turned. “J. B. 8
that “ philosophy is the endeavor to make the ~ »
wiser,” while “ religion is the bold attempt 0
the world better ” ; but the signal failure of re
to make the world better proves that the only ' jc
to make the world batter is to endeavor to mdf <
wiser. At the root of all existing evil is the & jji.
trained intelligence, the absence of mature wis ,
The world can be saved, not by faith in supernal *
power, but by intelligent reliance upon powers
inhere in itself. To this truth the Churches »
wilfully blind, and because sooiety is being 8?
permeated by this truth they are blindly marc
to their doom. Jesus is passing, because Arise”
has returned, and is wiser and stronger than e~
In spite of all efforts to remould and adapt hi
the new time, Jesus is passing, and the work ~ 1
he claimed to be able, but miserably failed, to acc g
plish, is being vigorously taken in hand by
successor. j

Ingersoll.

By George E. Macdonald.

Tune, “ Maryland."

Y our stream of life majestic flowed,
Ingersoll, brave Ingersoll;

Your genius with pure lustre glowed,
Ingersoll, brave Ingersoll.

Your thoughts in words of light impearled.

Or in the tones of thunder hurled,

Have stirred the pulses of the world,
Ingersoll, brave Ingersoll.

The hand of want, the lips of pain,
Ingersoll, brave Ingersoll.

To you could not appeal in vain,
Ingersoll, brave Ingersoll.

Quick to relieve, strong to defend,

In sun and storm the loyal friend,

That e’en in death could comfort lend,
Ingersoll, brave Ingersoll.

The warmest clasp hand ever knew,
Ingersoll, brave Ingersoll;

The kindliest voice that e’er rang true,
Ingersoll, brave Ingersoll.

To you the cup of love we drain,

To you we raise our song again,

And linger on that fond refrain,
Ingersoll, our Ingersoll.
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foundations Laid in Human Sacrifice.

By Dr. Paul Carus.

Perhaps the most persistent among religious superstitions
rom the beginning of mankind down into so-called civilised
ges, has been the custom of offering human sacrifices and
jlity>ug them in the foundation stones of important build-
tn8s' especially in the fortifications of cities. It is difficult
0 exPtain the underlying idea with certainty since in all
a8?8 superstitious practices which date back to a remote
Dtnjuity we have no historical information as to the original
0'e’r7  the custom. We only know that it continued, and
0 & *h tater days different ideas prevailed. It is probable
~ R the victim was a sacrifice offered to the deity, but we
ave reason to assume that it was intended to serve as
guardian spirit who would protect the city from all harm,
j. D “kese barbarous customs we must consider that the
~Nea killing a man, an infant, a woman, was not so terrible
, “be savage, for to him man’s soul is immortal. He had
8 . "o slightest doubt that every being that died or was
ljam survived, and could at will put on another transfigured
jjO y> closely resembling his own. We might call it the
ream.body, which was the figure in which he appeared to
age survivors in dreams. This was supposed to move about
tree ly as we ourselves, and visit places at the most re-
, °te distances with unheard-of swiftness, and was not bound
Ay ‘be usual laws of gravity, or the rules of time and space.
Person, whether infant or adult, that was sacrificed for
rel>gious purpose was not supposed to be slain. He
0j Irmed to live, and lived a kind of superior life—the life
th~°em''g°d. He was transfigured into a spiritual presence
. received divine honors, and so his condition was really
b We may as well assume that originally the honor of
il In8 sacrificed was courted by many people, and the ghastly
Bnt °~ honor of such a death was absolutely present,
b * w*th the change of man’s religious notions the practice
ame more and more horrible and outrageous. People
tinued it because they considered it necessary. Their
the63*018 ~Olle to 8*ve stability to a building, and so
a , ceremony had to be done whatever might be the cost,
j.  “be further man grew away from his primitive barbarous
jQas the more the victim shrank from it until finally he was
ced to this unnatural death against his will.
. aces of burial alive have been found among all the
th f°’ns  *he earth without any exception, which indicates
» the custom is as old as the art of architecture, and so
a the most ancient buildings which date back to pre-
Héri8tian ages we find some human skeleton embedded under
n oundation stomes. At seems that in the progress of
, “isation these horrible sacrifices were more and more
ti~couraged because people may have felt instinctively that
bp Qktom was not right, and so the sacrifices which had
~ 1 performed in ancient times were deemed to be sufficient
~ Q When fortifications were to be rebuilt. An exception
3made, however, in case the city had been cursed in the
top °? the national deity. It was regarded as blasphemy
lye in such a cursed city, for the man who dared to stay
disregarded the curse of his God. For instance, one of
8friends, Eliphaz (Job xv. 28), counts it as one indica-
°f a very reprobate man that he would live in such
_ Jlate cities. The curse pronounced on a conquered town
i Icb should remain destroyed forever, is recorded in
j euteronomy xiii. 16, where we read : “ It shall be an heap
~ver ; it shall not be built again.”
'ben Jericho was destroyed at the special command of
°di all jts inhabitants were slain, “ both man and woman,
Bpbbg and old, and ox and sheep and ass,” with the sole ex-
AP i°n of Rahab, who had betrayed the city into the hands
» ‘bo enemies of her countrymen. And Joshua adjured the
e’ple, saying:—
L Cursed be the man before the Lord that riseth up and
buildeth this city Jericho : he shall lay the foundation thereof
Iri his firstborn, and in his youngest son shall he set up the
Sates of it.”

m-icho, however, was sure to be rebuilt sooner or later,
it being the key to Palestine, and commanding the entrance
tQ@? ~be country from the desert routes, it was too important
i,jb for commercial and strategic purposes to be left in
S|ID81 and the man who undertook the work was still
\yP@rstitious and savage enough to heed Joshua's curse,
is; tead in the first Book of Kings, with reference to the

Sh of Ahab (Chap. xvi. 34):—

1 In his days, Hiel the Bethelite built Jericho ; he laid the
foundation stones thereof in Abiram, his firstborn, and set up
‘be gates thereof in his youngest son, Segub, according to tho
~ord of the Lord which he spake by Joshua, the son of Nun.”

Job
tiou

bu’ appears that the curse of Joshua on the city of Jericho
*feferonce only to tho fortifications of Jericho and not to
town itself, which is an oasis and an important station
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for caravans (2 Sam. x. 5). The rebuilding of the city took
place under Ahab, who governed from 876 to 853 b.c.

Some archaeologists believe that the idea of burying alive
is due to the notion that the forces of nature, be they gods,
demons, or giants, and later in their stead, the Devil, were
supposed to possess the privilege of collecting rent from
mankind. The spirit of the soil was supposed to be the
landlord, to whom payment was to be made by an offering
of human life. Grimm says (Mythology, p. 109):—

“ Frequently it was regarded as necessary to entomb
within the foundation of a building living creatures and
even men, an act which was regarded as a sacrifice to the
soil which had to endure the weight of the structure. By
this cruel custom people hoped to attain permanence and
stability for great buildings.”

There are innumerable stories which preserve records of
this barbaric custom, and there can be no doubt that many
of them are historical and that the practice continued until
comparatively recent time. We read in Thiele (Ddniache
Volkssagen, I, 3) that the walls of Copenhagen always sank
down again and again, although they were constantly re-
built, until the people took an innocent little girl, placed her
on a chair before a table, gave her toys and sweets, and
while she merrily played, twelve masons covered the vault
and finished the wall, which since that time remained
stable.

Scutari is said to have been built in a similar way. A
ghost appeared while the fortress was in the process of
building, and demanded that the wife of one of the three
kings, who should bring the food to the masons on the next
day, should be entombed in the foundation. Being a young
mother, she was permitted to nurse her baby, and a hole
was left for that purpose, which was closed as soon as the
child was weaned.

We read in F. Nork’s Sitten und Gebrduche (Das Kloster,
vol. xii.) that when in 1813 the ice broke the dam of the
river Elbe, and the engineers had great trouble in repairing
it, an old man addressed the dike-inspector, saying: “ You
will never repair the dike unless you bury in it an innocent
little child and Grimm adduced even a more modern
instance (Sagen, p. 1,095), which dates from the year 1843.
“ When the new bridge in Halle was built,” Grimm tells us,
“ the people talked of a child which should be buried in its
foundations.”

So long did these superstitions continue after the cruel
rite had been abandoned ; and they were held, not only in
spite of the higher morality which Christianity taught, but
even in the name of Christianity. In Tommaseo’s Canti
Populari an instance is quoted of the voice of an archangel
from heaven bidding the builders of a wall entomb the wife
of the architect in its foundation. The practice is here re-
garded as Christian, and it is apparent that there are
instances in which Christian authorities were sufficiently
ignorant to sanction it, for even the erection of churches
was supposed to require the same cruel sacrifice ; and there
were cases in which, according to the special sanctity of tho
place, it was deemed necessary to bury a priest, because
children and women were not regarded as sufficient. In
Gunther's Sagenbuch des deutichen Volkes (vol. i., pp. 33 ff.)
we read that the Strassburg Cathedral required the sacrifice
of two human lives, and that two brothers lie buried in its
foundations.

The excavations in Palestine have brought to light such
sacrifices in the foundation stones of ancient walls. In the
foundations of a wall lying 2'30 metres under ground was
found above the lowest layer of stones a jar 190 metres
long and 40 in diameter, which was partly crushed by tho
second layer of stones. It contains the skeleton of a child
and threo clay vessels, presumably offerings made to the
spirit of the victim, as it was customary even in the Middle
Ages, whenever persons were buried alive, to give them
rations of water and bread, which were placed in their
tomb. The top of the wall was covered by a carefully made
layer containing a canal to draw off the water lest the
foundation stones be washed away. In the same place at
Megiddo a whole cemetery of infants has been discovered,
and it is not impossible that we have here the horrible
instance of the offering of the firstborn, which is alluded to
in Exodus xxii. 29:—

“ Thou shalt not delay to offer the first of thy ripe fruits,
and of thy liquors : the firstborn of thy sons shalt thou give
me.”

The request of the firstborn as belonging to God is pre-
supposed in Exodus xi. 4 ff., where Yahveh takes the first-
born of the Egyptians, and also in the story of Abraham'’s
sacrifice, where the offering of Isaac, his firstborn, is not
completed, but a ram is substituted (Gen. xxii.).

In tho progress of civilisation, the horrible practice of
human sacrifices was more and more abandoned, and sub-
stitutes were made, first with animals and later with sym-
bols. The excavators of the city of Gezer in Palestine have
found human figures mads of silver, which are obviously a
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substitute for real human beings. They were embedded in
the foundation stones in the same place where, in more
ancient times, human skeletons were buried under the walls,
in corner stones, and under the gates. Not infrequently we
find dishes and lamps, which are placed in a curious way in-
side one another, or side by side.

Mr. Charles Hallock, in his interesting book, Peerless
Alaska, speaks of the sacrifices which have been made even
in our days among the Indians in these, our northern
possessions. He says:—

“ Slaves are often killed at ‘ house-warmings,” one being
placed under each of the corner uprights when the frame
was raised, the ceremony being sometimes attended with
the greatest cruelty. With a house of irregular foundation
lines the sacrifice of life was great.”

Even in Europe the custom of burying victims in the
foundations of important buildings continued long after
Christianity had been introduced. Not a few of the most im-
portant buildings, especially castles and fortifications, fre-
quently prove to have remnants of unhappy victims under
their corner stones. For instance, the tradition is pretty
well established that the foundations of the Kremlin, the
imperial dwelling at Moscow, were laid in human sacrifices.

Gustave Freytag, in his novel, The Lost Manuscript, men-
tions the old custom of burying offerings in the foundation
stones of new structures (p. 162). The hero of the novel,
Professor Werner, searches for a lost copy of Tacitus, and
hopes to find it in the foundation walls, where they were,
marked by a slab of peculiar form and color. On the re-
moval of this slab he discovers the bones of a dog, which goes
far to prove that the building was very old, for it was an evi-
dence that the man who built it still deemed it necessary to
have a living being entombed there as a substitute for the
ancient human sacrifice of primitive times.

— Open Court (Chicago).

Mrs. Eddy’s Rival.

New York Christian Science L eader “ Excommunicated.”

A rupture has occurred in the Christian Science Church,
which will probably result in a revolt from the mother
church in Boston, presided over by Mrs. Eddy, and in there
being an independent organisation, carried on here by Mrs.
Stetson, who lias, up to the present, been second to Mrs.
Eddy in the councils of the denomination.

It is announced to-day that after a secret trial lasting for
three days in Boston, Mrs. Stetson, the leader of the move-
ment in New York, has been “ excommunicated for rebellion
against Mrs. Eddy.” This matter has been coming to a
head for some time, as Mrs. Stetson has been very popular
in New York Christian Science circles.

It has been feared for some time by the " Eddy Cabinet,”
as the immediate advisers of Mrs. Eddy are called, that the
New York leader was acquiring altogether too much influence
and bade fair to supplant Mrs. Eddy herself, who, as every-
one knows, is now a feeble old woman, and is regarded by
many, including Christian Scientists themselves, as a
“ mindless puppet in the hands of conscienceless men.” At
any rate, charges were framed against Mrs. Stetson, and
though her own particular church acquitted her, the mother
church in Boston has condemned and expelled her.

Some of the charges brought against Mrs. Stetson are
extraordinary, especially one which declares that she “ en-
deavored to control and injure persons by invocations con-
signing them to evil and misfortune,” and that Mrs. Stetson’s
* control over her students was such as to hinder their moral
and spiritual growth.” Also that she “ turned the attention
of her students away from the divine principles and made
herself the intermediary in their communion with God.”

It is now believed that the New York leader will take up
the work on her own behalf, and start a strong rival organi-
sation to that presided over by Mrs. Eddy.

—Daily Chronicle (New York Correspondent).

UPWARD REVISION.

One evening at family prayers the head of the house read
the chapter which concludes with, “ And the wife see that
she reverence her husband.” After the exercises had closed
and the children had gone to bed, he quoted it, looking
meaningly at his wife.

“Let us see what the Revised Version says on that
subject,” said she. “ I will follow the new teaching, if you
please.”

The Revised Version was produced, and her chagrin may
bo imagined as the head impressively read, “ And let the
wife see that she fear her husband.”
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Acid Drops.

To say that a man is a Christian is to say nothing o
particular importance about him. The statement c°n 3
no idea of how he will think or act in any given condi 1
A stranger might imagine, after listening to Chris »
preachers and apologists that Christianity had discovere ~
even invented morality. How true this may beis see ~
the hopeless divisions amongst Christians on political) s® '
and ethical matters. If their Christianity cannot bring
to one mind on these matters, and especially the la3"
practical value as a guide to humanity is simply nil, »
reason and good feeling would bring them together as | j
they are now united. Even the Bishops in the )
Lords are divided over the Budget. The Bishop of brl
goes for it tooth and nail. The Bishop of Hereford P1&®
to the sky. Yet both these gentlemen are endowed wit
Holy Ghost. What is more, they have so much of the
Ghost in them that they can impart it to the crowd of ~
who enter what is called “ holy orders.” They are n
that is to say, to overflowing. How strange it is, then,
the Holy Ghost makes the Bishop of Bristol think one t j
and the Bishop of Hereford another thing. These r'”
reverend fathers in God are directly opposed to each °
in spite of their special supply of the Holy Ghost.
shall explain this ? We fancy we can. There is no n
Ghost at all. The Bishops are uninspired men” and
differ from each other because of their different intellect
and moral outfits. Just like ordinary men.

Rev. Lord William Cecil, rector of Hatfield, addre9
the Coventry Branch of the Society for the Propagatm ,08,
the Gospel in Foreign Parts, invited attention to
“ The revolution in the thought of China,” he said, ~
the Church’s opportunity. Ho supposed no other age of
ever seen such a vast opportunity as this. The thong“
this vast population was, as it were, in the melting, P
Realise the size of it—400 million people....... He asked t
to consider what it meant if Christianity did not take
place in China and they did not do their duty....... Eet t1
suppose—though he did not think it was going to hapPin]
owing to the activity of Christian bodies—that C*
accepted our civilisation without any of our Christianity”
it. Suppose she listened to all the unbelievers and bee>
essentially materialistic in her civilisation. The QU "|li
life would become one of low materialism, with u° 0
morals in it, and nothing beautiful in it.” This lordly
of God went on a good deal longer in the same strain. .
would think that China needed the “ high morals ” of Ci »
tian countries. But she doesn’t. She could give " et?ets
lessons in morality. This fact is well-known to trave
It is concealed by the missionaries, who live by *
ising” the “ heathen ” who are frequently moro moral
they are themselves.

Captain A. F. Townsend, author of A Military C°n8U"\
Turkey, has a chapter on Missionaries, in which the
lowing occurs :(— IcS.

“ 1 remember having a conversation with a certain B 0s
sariff, who wanted to know why the English and Amen »
sent missions to Mahometan countries. He was an
usually well-educated man, speaking French fluently.--"'",-
argument was to the effect that |1 could see for my9e“
evening in the streets a certain number of drunken
creating a disturbance, and that they were, without eS jje
tion, Greeks, Armenians, or Syrian Arab Christians ; on
went on to enumerate other crimes which were of com ,n
occurrence, and of which the perpetrators were Christian
nine cases out of ten. .

He pointed out that all the disorderly houses in the t
were kept by Christians, and ended by demanding eat
the object of the missions was to turn Moslems into as b
ruffians as the Christians.”

Very pretty reading—for the missionaries.

Goetze's picture “ He was despised and rejected,”
has been exhibiting at Hanley, has led the Rev. “ .
Bairstow, of that town, to point out that Christ is not* '*
to tho modern world as represented in London. He By
that the Savior is rejected by the people. Well, what i9
but saying in effect that Christ was a failure, and that j
tianity is a failure after nearly two thousand years’ trl j
It is no use laying the blame on the world. A religion
the world won't have must be an unsuitable religion- (4
havo called Christianity the impossible creed, and so i
for nobody can practise it aDd keep out of the workh°I™0
the lunatic asylum, or the prison. You may say it IS
good for this world : but to be too good for this world 13
be no good for this world. Wo want something practice f
well as ideal. A man who shoots at tho moon will 0"
hit anything except by accident.
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Many years ago the Rev. W. W. Howard, of Wellington,
to be fond of debating with Freethinkers. We see by
16 Health Record that he now has a fresh hobby. After a
lecture at Sunderland on “ The Science of Christian Healing
110 invited anybody who had a pain anywhere to como up
the platform. A man came up with sciatica. *“ Having
located the spot,” the report says, “ Mr. Howard offered up
afew words of prayer.” But he was not going to leave too
ttuoh to the Lord, so he “ placed his hands upon the lower
Pwt of the man’s back, drawing them gently outward, ana
a rthree minutes of this treatment the pain disappeared.
"ery likely. But where did Christianity come in ? It would
Puzzle a wiser man than Mr. Howard to tell.

The clergy do “ get there,” but about a hundred years
after the Freethinkers. Rev. Joseph Deans has been lec-
turing at Bath on “ The Story of the Flood.” He solemnly
told his audience (at this time of day 1) that the Flood never
happened ; the story was a parable, in which every detail
stood for some spiritual fact. The three decks in Noah s
**K illustrated the ‘'three degrees of mind on the three
U-avens, natural, spiritual, and celestial.” The sky-lig1
~jndow (there appears to have been only one!) taught that
‘>ntemptation all light came from the Lord alone,” and the
Eord's closing of the one door—if it was not the same thing
as the window, after all—symbolised the divine care and
Protection. We suppose the water represented baptism, and
Noah's “ drunk” after the Flood represented the Holy Com-
niunion. We may be wrong, of course, but wo are willing
to be set right. -
tl ~'ulsters of religion are accurate now and then ; witness
Ho 4 f°wing passage from Great Issues by the Rev. Dr. R. F

“ There is a loose assumption underlying most modern
criticism of churches, that religion and morality are iden-
tical. But in reality no two things are in their beginnings
wider apart. So far from being identical, their identification

a slow and arduous achievement. To accomplish that
identification is the main purpose of human evolution.”

of n 8enferlce has not our endorsement. The substance
hi i other sentences has been stated scores—we might say
UHIreds—of times in the Freethinker. Morality has an in-
dependent origin of its own, and would have existed and
cvoloped if religion had never appoared. Religion had to
Je to terms with morality at a certain stage of human
ture. Since then the evolution of religion has simply
°ant its giving way in every generation to the pressure
salting from the growth of morality in the previous
, deration. Religion does not purify morality. Morality
(ajanise8 religion.

g 3° see it stated by one of tho religious weeklies that in
v years Roman Catholic priests have increased in this
°antry from 958 to 4,075, religious houses from 70 to 1,127,

Roman Catholic schools from 311 to 1,070. The paper
altl which we quote is much disturbed at these figures,
though we can view them with considerable equanimity,
mle agreeing that the growth of Roman Catholicism is
naesirable, we regard the growth of other forms of Chris-

,,ah belief as being little or less so. Moreover, Roman
atholics in this country are only increasing—if there is

increase—at the expense of other Christian bodies.
.y make no headway against Freethouglit; the absolute

P!Qs are all on the side of the latter. Long ago it was

Panted out that the fight would be botweeu Catholicism

j. ® Ereethought, and with that we agree. Ultimately the
'mOren Church is the only church worth serious considera-

and because wo believe this we agree that it is one of
6 deadliest menaces to civilisation. Other churches
°nld bo as bad if they had the same brains behind them
the same opportunities for mischief.

Christians are sanguine people. They expect to be kept
~'ve and happy for ever and ever in kingdom-come. We
joQt wonder, therefore, at a British Weekly writer believing
bat “ the green, low banks of the Medway are pressed every
bay by the feet of new Kiplings, Merediths, Tennysons, and
e Greens.” Genius must be plentiful just now in Kont.

A" What is the meaning of Christmas?” For the twelve

ist answers to this question the New Theology weekly

~ers twelve remarkably valuable prizes. Each winner will

Iceivo a copy of Mr. Campbell’'s New Theology. It ought

3. beat the missing word competitions. The person who
one of these twelve is made for life.

~.We should be happy to supply the New Theology weekly
"h a sound (and lively) article for its Christmas Number
Qthat same question. We know tho right answer. But
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we don’t believe our pious contemporary wishes its readers
to know it.

Pastor George Wise is in luck. He has been liberated by
the Home Secretary in order that he may prepare his case
and attend as a witness before the Commission of Inquiry
into the Liverpool riots and the conduct of the Police.
Pastor Wise will thus not do his four months’ imprisonment,
after all; but, on the other hand, he has given an under-
taking that he will not speak at or take part in any public
open-air meeting until the inquiry is over, and that he will
do his best to help the authorities in restoring peace. He
absolutely refused to give any undertaking before he went to
prison. Perhaps the taste of prison life has made him a
little more amenable. Anyhow, he has given an under-
taking. He vowed he would never consent, but he has
consented.

It is well that the Congo horrors should be denounced.
But we do not think very much of the courage of the
protesters at the Albert Hall meeting. The meeting was
in the hands of clericals—Protestant clericals, and King
Leopold is a Catholic. That means much. The Anglican
and Nonconformist men of God on the platform, including
the speakers, can shout against Leopold and Belgium without

danger. They never hold a meeting to protest against the
tortures and butcheries of the Czar. That might be dan-
gerous.

The Abbe Bremond, who officiated at Father Tyrrell's
funeral, in spite of that distinguished priest’'s excommunica-
tion, has made a retraction and submitted himself to Rome.
Another weakling ! .

The Catholic Church still bans cremation. It is afraid to
weaken the foolish orthodox belief in the resurrection of the
body. But tho German Protestant Churches are becoming
aware of the fact that cremation is creeping in in spite of
them. Crematoria have been erected by all the States out-
side Prussia, and now Prussia is also giving way to the new
policy of disposing of dead bodies. A pronouncement in
favor of creation, at least as permissible, is expected very
shortly from the Council of the Prussian Protestant Synod.
Thus do scientific ideas gradually overcome religious pre-
judices.

John Wesley, it is now known, cast lots to see whether he
should marry an American lady. The answer was negative,
and he obeyed it, though with bitter sorrow. Heaps of
Christians will laugh at this, but their laughter only shows
how far they have left the Biblo behind them. Casting lots
is quite an orthodox practice in tho Word of God.

The Hackney Coroner had to inquire into a remarkable
death. A child of nine weeks was ill, and the parents,
thinking it might die, and possibly go to the wrong place,
sent for a clergyman to baptise it. The man of God poured
water over the child's head, and this set up congestion of the
lungs, tho child dying of pneumonia. We suppose this ought
to be called a death " by the act of God ”"—for the clergyman
professes, and is believed, to bo God’s representative. Of
course it is not the first case, by a long way, in which
religion and common sense have been at variance. We
cannot say that wo ever knew them to bo in agreement.

The Rev. T. E. Ruth, of Liverpool, {3 reported to have
affirmed, at a special Free Church service recently held, that
“ matter was the child of the mind,” and that “ the great
reality of the Universe was mind.” Mr. Ruth indulged in
a stronger expression still, if the report is trustworthy. He
said that “ the Universe was a mass of petrified thought.”
This is an interesting item of information, but before con-
gratulating the reverend gentleman upon it we must ask
him where and how he obtained it. This divine said some-
thing else, more astoundingly original, namely, that God
drew the plan of tho Universe, and that man built it. We
know that man did not build the Universe, and we are fairly
sure God did not design it. But, in any case, let us have
Mr. Ruth’s authority.

The Rev. J. H. Jowett is so completely obsessed by his
own sense of infallibility that he regards all who differ from
him as fools. He says: “ 1 advise you to shun all blas-
phemy as you would the deadliest poison. Rather a thou-
sand times be rankly superstitious than the victims of
blasphemy.” Of course, blasphemy means disbelief in, and
active opposition to, whatever Mr. Jowett pronounces sacred ;
and, of course, he cannot be mistaken. We beg solemnly to
inform the reverend gentleman that ho is not infallible, and
that non-believers in his creed are not necessarily blas-
phemers. Only a believer can blaspheme. It is a natural
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impossibility to blaspheme against the non-existing. Mr.
Jowett talks so foolishly simply because he does not take the
trouble to understand. Adopting his own language, we
advise him thus : “ Do not play the fool with things beyond
your comprehension.”

General Booth’'s head gets more and more swollen.
Speaking at the Empire Music Hall, Cardiff, with the Lord
Mayor presiding, last Sunday, he pleaded for a fair chance
for the Salvation Army. And what is a “ fair chance ”?
Here are the great man’s own words, as reported in the
Daily News :—

“ Let some big town be turned over to us with its prison,
its workhouse, its lunatic asylum, and other institutions.
Let the Army have the same money to manage them as is
now given to the authorities that have charge of them, and |
predict that in ten years you will see such a sight as will
make the angels rejoice.”

Then the angels must rejoice very easily. We know what
Salvation Army management is. Look at the “ sweating ”
at the London “ shelter.” Look at the frightful loss, which
any private enterprise would be ashamed of, at the Hadleigh
“ Colony.” A town in General Booth’s hands would be bank-
rupt in twelve months. Happily he isn't likely to realise his
wish, but the impudence of it is very characteristic.

An interesting point arose in connection with a recent
prosecution in the West of England. The Rev. E. W.
Poynton, rector of Kelston, near Bath, was fined £1, in-
cluding costs, for too severely thrashing a boy named
Billett. The thrashing took place in school during the time
devoted to religious instruction, and was on account of an
alleged offence committed out of school; and the reverend
gentleman laid it on so unmercifully that the superintendent
of police for the division said it would have been excessive
punishment even in a criminal case. It was submitted,
however, that the reverend gentleman had a right to thrash
the boy, both as religious instructor and as rector of the
parish. Fancy a parson, an apostle of the “ God is love ”
gospel, having a special right to wallop boys! Who would
have thought it? The magistrates didn’t, anyhow.

There’'s many a true word spoken in jest—even when the
jest is unintentional. A minister who was appointed to the
chaplaincy of a gaol preached his farewell sermon to his
old congregation from the text, “ 1 go to prepare a place
for you.”

A writer in the Christian World says that the Rev. R. J.
Campbell “ found the Welsh head somewhat harder than he
was led to believe.” What a good Christian way of saying
that Mr. Campbell’'s head was found to be softer than he
believed !

Rev. R. J. Campboll's Progressive League is open for any
number of members. “ We should have no objection,” he
says, “ to receiving the Pope and the Vatican.” No doubt!
And Peter's Pence too.

M. Anatole France, the great French writer, demands the
exclusion of King Alfonso from the Astronomical Society of
France because, in his opinion, the King of Spain is morally
guilty of the murder of Senor Ferrer. If the Board refuses
to fake this line of action, M. France will tender his own
resignation.

The Secretary of the Society for Promoting Christianity
Among the Jews explains that the Society “ does not aim
at conversion, but only at putting Christianity before Jews.”
We understand now.

Mr. John Thomas Atkinson, solicitor, of Hill Field, Selby,
Yorks, left the residue of his estate to the English Church
Union. Over his own remains he ordered a crucifix to be
placed, bearing the inscription : “ Of your charity pray for
the soul of John Thomas Atkinson, a sinner.” Wo should
be sorry to dispute tho self-description, but we doubt if
prayers for the dead gentleman’s soul will do any good.
We guess he's booked one way or another. If ho believed
in purgatory, he should have left cash to the priests, who
are the only people that can pray souls through quickly.

Rev. James Bellamy, of Ingoldisthorpe, King's Lynn, left
£335,470. Quite a whale in the great lake described in
Revelation—if “ blessed bo ye poor” and “ woe unto you
rich ” be true.

Another apostle of the poor Carpenter gone the wrong
way. Rev. John Lewis Moiliet, of Abberley, Worcester, who
died on August 18, left £12,718. “ Woe unto you rich T
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We know where he is—or at least where he ought to be—
now.

The terrible domestic tragedy at Wingate, Durham, illus-
trates the blessing of religion. The wife of Mr. James John
Dodd, a well-known local solicitor, murdered her four chil-
dren and tried to poison herself, while under the influence
of religious mania. She thought she was obeying the will
of the Lord.

More “ Providence.” The earthquakes and cyclones in
the West Indies are found to have done immense damage.
Many lives have been lost, and property destroyed to the
value of millions. “ He doeth all things well.”

REAL INFLUENCE OF RELIGION.

Let me speak plainly. After my long experience, after
my patience and forbearance, | have surely the right to
protest against the untruth (would that | could apply to it
any other word !) that evangelical religion, or any religion in
a violent form, is a wholesome or valuable or desirable
adjunct to human life. It divides heart from heart. It set’
up a vain, chimerical ideal, in the barren pursuit of which
all the tender indulgent affections, all the genial piny
of life, all the exquisite pleasures and soft resignations
of the body, all that enlarges and calms the soul, &e
exchanged for what is harshly void and negative. ~
encourages a stern and ignorant spirit of condem-
nation; it throws altogether out of gear the healthy
movement of the conscience; it invents virtues which are
sterile and cruel; it invents sins which are no sins at all'
but which darken the heaven of innocent joy with futile
clouds of remorse. There is something horrible, if we will
bring ourselves to face it, in the fanaticism that can do
nothing with this pathetic and fugitive existence of ours
but treat it as if it were the uncomfortable ante-chamber to
a palace which no one has explored and of the plan of
which we know absolutely nothing.—“ Father and Son,
Epilogue.

MAJORITY AND MINORITY.

Those who have thought most carefully and disinterestedly
about the matter, are agreed that in advanced societies the
expedient course is that no portion of the community should
insist on imposing its own will upon any other portion, e*-
cept in matters which are vitally connected with the ma'u"
tenance of the social union. The question where this vital
connection begins is open to much discussion. The [0
defining the sphere of legitimate interference may be drawu
variously, whether at self-regarding acts, or in some other
condition and element of conduct. Wherever this line m»y
be best taken, not only abstract speculation, but the ptaC
tical and spontaneous tact of the world, has decided that
there are limits, alike in the interest of majority
minority, to the rights of either to disturb the other,
other words, it is expedient in certain affairs that the will o
the majority should bo absolutely binding, while in affairs o
a different order it should count for nothing, or as near
nothing as the sociable dependence of a man or his felloWw9
will permit.—John Morley.

Testimonial to Mr. H. P. Ward.

Mr. Ward, the respected and valued Organiser and Lectut®
of the Liverpool Branch of the N. S. S., quits his sphere
usefulness here in January to take up similar work in 1
United States, and the members of the Liverpool Branch *
wishful to present Mr. Ward with a Testimonial before
leaves us. We are informed that his friends in the HI°TjO
ment throughout Great Britain would like to contribute”
this laudable object, and thus show their appreciation
efforts for the propagation and spread of Freethongbt. n
esteemed President, Mr. G. W. Foote, has kindly consen
to insert this notice in the Freethinker, and | have bee
duly appointed treasurer and Mr. Martin assistant of
fund by the Committee of the Liverpool Branch of
N.S. S., and | shall be pleased to receive any subscript »
for this purpose to the end of December. All such don» 1 jj
will bo duly acknowledged by me in the Freethinker.
donations to be addressed to me, John Ross, 13 Carling
street, Liverpool,
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

Sunday, December 5, St. Pancras Baths, Prince of Wales-road,

Kentish Town, London, N., at 7.30, “ The Martyrdom of
Eerrer.”

To Correspondents.

G Cohen’s Lecture E ngagements.—December 5, Liverpool,;
~Nand 9, Bristol; 12, Manchester; 19, Public Hall, Canning
Town.

KT. Lioyd's Lecture Engagements.—December 5, Holloway;
12, St. Pancras Baths ; 19, Leicester.

I he President’s Honorarium Fund: Annual Subscriptions.—
Previously acknowledged, £271 4s. Received since. —
Edward JoneB, 10s. Od. ; T. M. Mosley, 2s. 6d.

A- J. Smyth.—Pleased to hear that your wife and daughter, as
well as yourself, were much interested in our recent Manches-
ter lectures. Rest of your letter attended to by shop manager.

r~ G. Pross.—See paragraph. Thanks.

Edward Jones.—Sorry to hear of your long indisposition, but
glad to know that you are now mending.

*M. Mosley.—Glad you enjoyed yourself so much at Leicester
when you went over there from Chesterfield to hear Mr. Foote
Lecture. We believe Mr. Cohen was born at Leicester. Dr.
Ballard is quite right in stating that we have said that God
could not work a contradiction. A contradiction is words
Without a real meaning; that is, nonsense; such as a sour
i?}meet, or a square circle, or two hills without a valley between
em.

G-M achin.—Glad you have so “ much satisfaction” in reading
the Freethinker after seven months’ trial.
=W hitty.—See paragraph. Thanks.

«lt- Glover.—Huxley did utter that questionable paragraph
about the Bible. It was in connection with his work on the
London School Board in the early seventies. His friend
Picton says that he lived to regret it. Certainly it was an
unfortunate utterance. Pious gentlemen like Farrar have
Wade the most of it ever Bince. They quote nothing else of
Huxley's, but they never tire of quoting that. They are not

j, uonest, but they know their business.

« G. Portsmouth.—Sent as requested. Glad to have your

g fitter. Thanks for your efforts to make this journal known.

e G. Brown.—Impossible this week, but will find room for a
~ Urief note if you send it on directly after Mr. Cohen's lectures.
Irving.—We are just seeing the new edition of Bille and Beer
urouglj the press. Bible Heroes will soon follow. Expect it
~ °r certain early in the new year.
' Yo Ball.—Many thanks for cuttings.
*H. Robetti,—Glad the West Ham Branch has passed a strong
Resolution against the continued exclusion of the Freethinker
~ Romthe Free Libraries, and hope it will have effect.
Secular Society, Limited, office is 2 at Newcastle-street,

~ arringdon-street, E.C.

J National Secular Society's Office is at 2 Newcastle-street,
arringdon-street, E.C.

L%Fﬂﬂ%fm& thg kditor of the kreethinker should be addressed to

’i\NewcastIe—street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

I'ngRE Notices must reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-
Rtreet, E.C., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be

j, 'uaerted.

RRends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by
~warking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.
OB for literature should be sent to the Manager of the
Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.,

p anu not to the Editor.

*RoNg remitting for literature by stamps are specially requested
1p Oaend halfpenny stamps.
* Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing

e’ Post free>at tlle following rates, prepaid :—One year,
1Us- 6d .; half year, 5s. 3d. ; three months, 2s. 8d.

Sugar Plums.

in ®adors are asked to excuse any editorial shortcomings

ilto tu WeeK's Freethinker. Mr. Foote has had to hurry off

of 0 country in consequence of the rather sudden death

is >t'l . Bonte. He hopes to be in time for the funeral, but

(iid a * afraid he will be too late. Unfortunately the news

eHij~.Raach Mr. Foote until after his return from his week-
v*sit to Birmingham.

sjj'j'lcr the auspices of the Secular Society, Ltd., two
hallaay evening lectures are being delivered at the St.
Baths, Prince of Wales-road, Kentish Town, London.

p°°te delivers the first lecture this evening (Dec. 5),
dRfor his subject “ The Martyrdom of Ferrer.” Many
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“ saints” have desired to hear the whole story of Ferrer’s
martyrdom and his work which led up to it, and this will be
their opportunity; and so many lies have been told about
Ferrer by the enemies of liberty and light that it is well to
give the general public also an opportunity of learning the
truth. North London Freethinkers should give all the
publicity they can to this lecture, so that the large hall may
be crowded.

Mr. J. T. Lloyd will deliver the second lecture of this
St. Pancras Baths course. We hope the local “ saints” will
make his visit well known and secure him a hearty welcome.

Mr. Foote had grand meetings in the great Birmingham
Town Hall on Sunday. The afternoon lecture on “ The
Martyrdom of Ferrer” was well reported in Monday's Daily
Post, with a frank recognition of the “ large audience.”
The evening meeting was still larger, and the lecture on
* Shakespeare’s Philosophy of Life and Death ” was followed
with intense interest and tremendously applauded at the
finish. There was no music on these two occasions, as
previously; the lectures were the only attraction, and such
big enthusiastic audiences, in such circumstances, show the
progress that Freethought is making in the Midlands capital.
The N. S. S. Branch president, Mr. Fathers, took the chair
at both meetings.

We may repeat the announcement that the Secular
Society, Ltd., has secured St. James’s Hall for Sunday
evening lectures throughout January, February, and March.
Another course of lectures is arranged for the Stratford
Town Hall in January. And a course will probably take
place at the Shoreditch Town Hall in April.

Mr. Cohen delivers two lectures in the Shepherd’'s Hall,
Old Market-street, Bristol, on December 8 and 9. The local
“ saints” should make his visit widely known.

Mr. Heaford lectures at South Shields to-day (Dec. 5) on
Ferrer, and repeats the lecture at Gateshead (Co-operative
Hall) on Monday evening at 7.30. Local “ saints” please
note.

Mr. Saphin had a good audience at the St. Pancras Baths
on Sunday evening, when he lectured for the North London
Branch, and his lecture was well appreciated.

The London Freethinkers’ Annual Dinner, under the
auspices of the N. S. S. Executive, takes place at the
Holborn Restaurant on Tuesday evening, January 11, which
happens to be the President’s birthday.

The National Secular Society’s Executive starts with a
subscription of (04 (100 francs) an English contribution
towards the Ferrer Fund which is being raised by the
International Freethought Federation with a view to erect-
ing a statue at Brussels of the Spanish Freethought martyr,
and having it ready for unveiling in connection with the
1910 International Congress. Those who wish to subscribe
should send to us direct, or to the N. S.S. secretary, Miss
E. M. Vance. -

There are still some copies left of Mr. F. Bonte's spirited
and effective poem entitled Thaumaturgics : or, Wonders
Ancient and Modern. This is an eight-paged tract published
at Mr. Bonte's expense for private circulation. It is an
excellent thing for judicious distribution. Copies can be
obtained for that purpose by applying to the Pioneer Press,
2 Newcastle-street, E.C. The only charge is the cost of
postage or carriage. Several thousands of copies have
been distributed already.

A Kimberley reader of the Freethinker sends us an
interesting and encouraging letter. “1 am taking the
pleasure of letting you know,” he says, “ that I am an
enthusiastic reader of your splendid paper, and look forward
to getting it every week. | have taken it for the last two
years and a half; up to that time | had been a regular
attendant at church; but a friend gave me Paine’s Age of
Reason and a fow old copies of the Freethinker to read, and
I had no more time for church or parsons after that. |
questioned one parson on several points, and found that he
had been teaching a lot of rubbish that he did not believe
himself.”  This correspondent trios to get Freethonght
letters inserted in a local paper, but not successfully; still,
ho has been able to influence several friends in a Freethought
direction, and he finds our Bible Handbook very useful. He
says there are a good many Freethinkers in Kimberley, but
they want rousing up,
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Bible Stories Retold.

The Story of David and Abigail (1 Samoelxxv.).

It is said of Captain John Smith, whose name will
ever be romantically associated with that of the
Pocohontas maiden, that women fell in love with
him everywhere. It is even reported that on one
occasion a woman and her daughter both fell in love
with the gallant captain simultaneously. Of Caius
Julius Caesar it is also affirmed that “ twice was he
married before he was twenty, and many times
after.” But neither Captain John Smith nor Caius
Julius Caesar can at all compete in romantic attach-
ments or matrimonial alliances with King David of
Israel. Among the many lovesick maidens who were
victims to the Israelite’s magnetic charms were
numbered, at least, two Kking's daughters; while
those of lower social status were, like the bargains
in a draper’s catalogue, “ too numerous to mention.”
Abigail was not a princess like the Pocohontas
maiden, but there are points of similarity in the
story of each,—particularly the clandestine visit of
both women to the distant abode of their hero,—
that lends some interest to the comparison. The
story of Abigail is certainly not less romantic than
that of the Indian princess.

On the day that David made such a terrific
slaughter of the Philistines, when the women came
out of all the cities of Israel and danced before him
on his victorious return, none were more enthusiastic
in their voiciferous praise than Abigail, who was then
just verging into womanhood. But it was with other
and deeper feelings than those of patriotism that
Abigail looked upon the young hero. It was a case
of spontaneous affection—a psycho-physiological
seizure known in modern fiction as “love at first
sight.” And while the patriotic feelings of the
women naturally subsided after the event which had
called them into play had passed, the tender passion
that had been kindled in the bosom of Abigail burned
with a consuming fierceness.

Abigail was one of the exceptions among the
women of Old Testament history, as her parents
had given her a good education. She had attended
a young ladies’ college, and undergone a course of
mental tuition and physical culture ; and the sacred
narrative does not at all overrate her attractions
when it says that she was “ a woman of good under-
standing and of beautiful countenance.” It may, of
course, be a mere historical coincidence—we cast no
reflection on the great English novelist—but the
letter which Miss Pinkerton, in Vanity Fair, sent
home with Miss Amelia Smedley, is almost an exact
reproduction of the letter which Abigail carried
home to her parents from the Principal of the
college. Only, the deficiency in geographical know-
ledge, which is only casually mentioned in the case
of Miss Smedley, is emphasised at some length in
the letter of Abigail.

But while Abigail's parents were genteel, they
were not by any means rioh; and, ignorant of the
romantic sentiment in the maiden’s heart, they had
already selected for her a very wealthy husband.
Abraham Nabal, Esq., was a man of considerable
substance, possessing five thousand sheep and a
thousand goats. He had a country residence in the
district of Maon, where Abigail's parents lived, but
the headquarters of his farming operations were at
Carmel. From the parents point of view, he wa3
therefore a desirable catch; but as the life-long
partner of an intellectual young woman he was
about as suitable as one of his own goats. He was
not only deficient in positive virtues, but he was
coarse and vulgar in the extreme. In the language
of the times, he was a base fellow, a son of Belial,
and of such an irritable temper that one of his own
servants said it was dangerous even to speak to him.
And it was to such a specimen of the human species
that the cultured Abigail was sacrificed. Incidentally,
we may remark that it was this contrast between
Nabal and Abigail that gave rise to the legend of
Beauty and the Beast.
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Shortly after their marriage, Abigail was one day
sitting reading a little hook on the language of
flowers, with an appendix on the meaning of scrip-
tural names, issued by a publishing house in Jeru-
salem, when she discovered that Nabal meant “ fool.’
This was not at all a surprise to her, but only the
confirmation of a melancholy fact of which she bad
all along been more or less conscious. But Abigail
was a brave woman, and resolved to do her duty-
She would be faithful to her husband, and in the
daily performance of her household duties, perhaps
in time (she thought) those tender feelings of her
youth would be forgotten. Abigail’'s knowledge of
the human heart, however, was like her acquaintance
with the subject of geography—it was neither pro-
found nor deep. And just when she thought she
had drilled herself into a stoical indifference to her
heart’s demands, a little incident occurred which
completely upset her psychological calculations, and
played havoc with her moral resolves.

On a certain afternoon, she was doing some crotchet
work for a bazaar and thinking in a vague way of the
life of dull, loveless monotony that lay before her,
when a messenger arrived in hot haste with some
very startling news. Nabal and his men were sheep-
sheering in Carmel, and David, who was hiding fro®
Saul with some of his men in a cave not far distant,
had sent to civilly ask for a few sheep and goats
wherewith to appease their hunger. The master,
doubtless ignorant of David’s fighting capabilitit8
had become abusive ; but his servants were appr0
hensive of danger, and had sent off this messengOr
to the mistress. “ Now, therefore,” said that indi-
vidual to Abigail, “ consider what thou wilt do,
evil is determined against our master and agains
his house.”

At the first mention of David's name Abigail8
heart went pit-a-pat, and she could have kissed th0
messenger out of sheer joyous excitement. She b»
already determined what she would do before tb
servant had fully told his tale. She knew, of coursQ®»
that if David once took her husband for a PhiliOt*DD
there would be neither man, woman, nor child, n°
cat nor dog left of the house of Nabal by the mor°
ing light. Some of her young men were therefof
despatched immediately to the mountain cave
stay the avenging hand, and inform David that tbO
mistress was on the way to pay him a conciliatory
visit. The messengers, luckily, wore just in time,
David had already girded on his sword, and fo
hundred fighting-men were ready, waiting the °rd.
to Quick, march! The message had an eleotr®
effect on the outlaw; he dropped his sword; aD’
to pacify his followers for being baulked of
encounter and its booty, David piously told tbO
that “ Vengeance belongeth unto the Lord." ,

a Philistine at that moment would have been trea

as a friend. The man after God's own heart had o
seen the face of a woman for three whole day0a
three long nights (see also 1 Samuel xxi. 5), and tO"
man of David's temperament this was a ter® »
hardship indeed. So he paced up and down the Of
like a restless Napoleon until such time as the Ja
ladye should put in an appearance.

Abigail, of course, did not acquaint her husban
her intentions; indeed, if the truth must be told»
had nearly forgotten the old man’s existence. -}
could not, under the ciroumstances, go to n
empty-handed ; besides, she had discovered, eve g
that early period, that the way to a man’s bea a%
through his stomach. David should not only, gy
the sheep that he had asked for, but many dalO gy
besides. And so the sacred narrative care
enumerates the articles which she took as a pro6 of
These were: “ Two hundred loaves, two b° ~
burgundy, five sheep already dressed, four d
boxes of ‘ Country Life, five measures of pajfpf
corn, twelve trays of muscatels, seven poop jjjfl
Jordan almonds, and two hundred fig-cakes. .m
most difficult part of this preparation was the b
of the two hundred loaves of bread; and th0
who was a somewhat stout female, Was beard .
remark at the close of the day, as she fold0O

. Of

*
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arms in her apron, “ What a blessing the young
missus does not go to see a handsome outlaw every
flay.” The servants had never seen their mistress
in such a state of animation before, but they were,
of course, unaware of the double motive which was
prompting her activities. She was going ostensibly
on a mission of peace at the call of duty, but it was
also one of those rare cases where the path of duty
and the path of love lay in the same direction.

As Abigail, in high spirits, mounted upon an ass,
drew near to the cave, David thought that Banbury
Cross had never presented so fair a spectacle. He
had come down by the covert of the mountain to
meet the procession. And when Abigail saw David,
she hasted, and lighted off her ass, and ran and fell
°n his neck, and—apologised for her impulsiveness.
David understood. “ My lord,” said Abigail, “ thine
handmaiden would speak a word in thine ear.” David
~as ever ready to oblige any lady who wished to
whisper in his ear, so he led the way into the private
Ranctum. Spreading his cloak upon a ledge of rock,
he prayed her to be seated. “ My lord,” said the fair
visitor, “ regard not that man of Belial, even Nabal;
f’r he is a fool by name, and a fool by nature.”
“Yes,” said David, “ and right sorry | am to see such
a handsome woman married to such a churl. And
had it not been for thy timely and most welcome
V'sit, Abigail, there had been neither cat nor dog left
°f the house of Nabal by the morning light. But
now the affront is forgotten.” Abigail was suffused
~'th blushes, and David was not slow to perceive
~hat they lent an added charm to her loveliness,
touring out two glasses of the wine which Abigail
had brought, he held one up to the dim light of the
cave. “Your health and happiness, Abigail,” said
the gallant outlaw ; “ Come, drink to our next merry
meeting ! Have no fear, for see, | have accepted thy
P~'son."  (If -we were writing a Play, this would be
the place where the curtain would naturally fall, but

we are writing sober history we merely pass on to
the next paragraph.)

After two days, Abigail arrived at home, to find
that Nabal had also returned. He was indulging in
a drunken carousal with some of his boon com-

anions ; and it was as risky to approach him when
"€ was in his cups as it was for an inmate of the
Arem  appear, uninvited, in the presence of King

asueras. But, in the morning, when the wine was
h°ne out of him, Abigail told him that the man
of nf kO had insulted was the renowned slaughterer
to tu9 Philistines ; and Nabal received such a shook
ji think of what might have been his fate, that he

Ver recovered. And the wealthy sheep-grazier
~a®buried with his fathers. Nabal's extremity was,

Wever, David’s opportunity, and he forthwith sent
hi®®.~ his young men to bring Abigail home to be

aY”e ~ream Abigail's life was now to be realised,
jO saddling her ass, she set off with a light and
AuflllB~eart to be the wife of the hero of her youth,
fro 88 Pavid in his strong arms lifted her bodily
pi*0 the saddle, she felt that the cup of life’s hap-
da 688 Was PHed to overflowing. Never, since those
°f blissful and innocent purity spent by Adam

aff 7Ve *n the Garden of Eden, had matrimonial
ie . 'on reached such a height of intensity or of
tJ >cal satisfaction as was experienced by those
the °Vers during their three months’ honeymoon in
We ta00Qntains. And if this were a tale of fiotion,
twQN'Sht here fittingly close the narrative ; but we
the .h°w the sacred historian in his narration of

~Painful facts of Abigail’s later history.

attenr *n"Grnaf affairs of State demanding Saul's
teti tl0a>he ceased to pursue David, who, with his
Ueif,~0' removed from the mountain fastnesses to a
hg,j “oring city. And one day, shortly after they
fettled down, David arrived at home with a
4u,j @ woman. (Now Abigail was a Carmelitess.)
€00jj.Pr°Ceoding to the kitchen where Abigail was
he said, “ Allow mo to introduce you to

at a00)®' the Jezroelitess. Henceforth she will sup
9cklv and—and sleep here.” Abigail smiled a
y smile; it was a cruel blow. We must not,
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however, judge this action of David’'s by standards
of modern conventionality. It was not that he loved
Abigail the less, but only that he loved Ahinoam the
more. And if when these two wives are subse-
guently mentioned, it is always in the order of
“ Ahinoam, the Jezreelitess, and Abigail, the Car-
melitess,” it is not because of any decided preference
on David’'s part for his additional helpmate. The
reason is that, while Abigail was given a long start,
it was Ahinoam who reached the maternal winning
post first, and became the mother of David’s first-
born (2 Sam. iii. 2-3). But although Ahinoam carried
off the maternal honors, Abigail came in a very good
second, and amid the joys of maternity all the little
petty jealousies of the situation were forgotten.
Abigail and Ahinoam really got on very well together,
and they might have remained a happy family had
it not been for the expansiveness of David's affec-
tions. It was not long before he brought another
lady home, and requested that she too be provided
with a bedchamber. And much to Abigail’s chagrin,
ho kept on adding wives to the household ; one of the
additions being a daughter of Talmai, the king of
Geshur. Abigail had always remained on friendly
terms with Ahinoam, but she did not take kindly
to these other women ; and especially did she
object to the airs and graces of the daughter
of the king of Geshur, who wanted to rule the
roost. She determined to speak to David, although
an interview was not easily obtainable owing to
the demands on his time. But she waited her
opportunity; and coming upon him one day seated
alone in the garden, she said, “ David, | have
somewhat to say unto thee.” And he said, “ Say
on.” “Well, it's about the women’s quarters.
Really, we are getting overcrowded ; there is scarcely
room in the nurseries for all the children’s cradles.
And | was going to suggest that if you bring any
more strange women into the place, that you add a
new wing on to the premises.” David promised to
have tho matter attended to, and as they were alone,
he sealed hi3 promise with a kiss; which made
Abigail sigh for the old days when she was the sole
recipient of his affeotions. “ And while we are
alone,” said Abigail, “ I would like to ask, David,how
you interpret the seventh commandment ?”  “ Well,”
6aid David, “you know that when you are in
Rome--—--- 7 “ But,” pleaded Abigail, “ do you think
that such a method of preserving the sanctity of the
home life would meet with the approval of the
Bishop of Durham ?” “ |1 am not sure,” said David,
“ that | quite understand the Bishop’s peculiar views;
but I feel sure, Abigail, that my efforts to combat
the Malthusian tendencies of the age would seonro
the episcopal sanction of the Bishop of London.”

David did not add a new wing to the building, but,
instead, he shortly afterwards removed to larger and
more commodious premises in the city of Jerusalem.
The house of Saul was now rapidly declining; but
David’s power in the State was increasing. And in
order to settle the issue between them, some of tho
chief men waited upon David to ask him to take the
royal command. He agreed on one condition: that
they would restore to him his first wife, Miohal, the
daughter of Saul, to share his conjugal affections.
Abigail and Ahinoam watched the arrival of Michal,
upon a white ass, with sorrowing hearts. This now
made seven wives in all, although David was not yet
thirty years of age. It was at that age that he
began to reign: and perceiving that the Lord had
established him king over Israel, he “ took unto him-
self more wives and more concubines ” (2 Sam. v. 13).

Poor Abigail 1 The romance of her life was now
but a dream of the past; and had it not been for
the friendship of Ahinoam her later years would
have been miserable indeed. By and by, her health
began to fail; long confinement in the harem had
weakened her constitution. In its crowded apart-
ments she felt lonely of heart; but it was in vain
that she sighed for the comforts of a husband’s affeo-
tion,—tho jealousies of the harem forbade the dis-
play of any such tenderness on David's part. And
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one day, when Ahinoam and she were alone, with a
deep-drawn sigh, she exclaimed: “ Oh, that I had
lived in happy Christian England, where there are
no harems and no concubines, and where every hus-
band is religiously faithful to the legal wife of his
bosom.”

And the parrot on his perch overhead was heard
to remark : “ | always knew that Abigail’s knowledge
of geography was woefully defective.”

Joseph Beyce.

A Suggestion to the Pope.

— » —

Pope Pius X.,—You are about to confer a cardinal’s
hat upon some American priest. Though this matter
is absorbing much of your time and attention, I am
going to ask a favor of you : | appeal to you because
Spain is one of the countries of which you are the
real ruler. By your influence over Alphonso, who,
though Kking, is your obedient servant, you control
the destinies of that land. Not a sparrow falls to
the ground in Spain without your knowledge and
consent.

My petition is this: | pray you to bring about, as
quickly as possible, the publication of all the charges
against Ferrer, and his answer to these charges, that
the world may know why he was killed. Although
you cannot bring him back to life, you can help to
vindicate his memory if he was innocent, or to vindi-
cate the Church if he was guilty. To do this | sug-
gest that you invite a properly constituted Civil
Tribunal to hear in public the evidence for and
against Ferrer. Of course, this should have been
done before he was killed, but is it too late to give a
satisfactory explanation to the hundreds of thousands
who, all over the world, are asking, “ Why was Ferrer
killed ?”

You may reply that Ferrer has already been tried
by martial law. But do you not know that martial
law, as the Duke of Wellington has said, represents
no more than the caprice of military officers ? Was
not Dreyfus condemned by martial law ? Dreyfus
was helped to life and freedom again. But you were
not one of his helpers.

Let me warn you kindly, Pope Pius, that there is a
limit to the patience of the people. You are to-day
afraid to appear in the streets of Rome because of
the hatred of the masses for your office and person.
Why can you not try to change their hatred to re-
spect, and their opposition to devotion to your cause ?
Play fair, and the whole world will honor you. But
if you continue to fear progress, and imagine that by
curses and excommunications you can make the
modern world look to you as a father, even with the
“holy” left out—you will one of these days be rudely
awakened out of your dream. Already there are many
signs that Italy is seriously thinking of asking you to
look for a home elsewhere. This will compel you,
perhaps, to seek an asylum in some Protestant
country.  Will not that be a great humiliation ?
But if you are compelled to flee from Rome, and if
the papacy should fall, Francisco Ferrer will be one
of the causes of its downfall. His blood cries from
the ground for justice. He is not the only dead
whose ghost will haunt the papacy,—and haunt it
out of the world of culture and progress. Remember
Giordano Bruno. Remember Hypatia. Remember
Joan of Arc. You have apologised to this last, but
it took you five hundred years to do it. Do not let
another five hundred years elapse before you let in
the daylight on the murder of Francisco Ferrer.

M. M. Mangasarian.

Environment to the nurture of character is what food
may be to a plant : it cannot alter intrinsic attributes, but
it can develop or dwarf, encourage or deaden, incite or
restrain.—Eden PhillpotU,
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Gipsy Smith’s Saving Chicago.

Chicago’'s 22nd street red-light district was jammed last
night as it never had been before in the history of the city-
At least 25,000 persons, many of them strangers, packed the
streets while “ Gipsy” Smith led 8,000 or more ardent
followers up and down the darkened avenues. Thousands
in the crowd of lookers-on proved to he good spenders, and
as a result the saloon-keepers, one and all, said their busi-
ness for the same hours in asingle night was unprecedented,
except possibly on festive New Year’s occasions. Other re-
sorts reported corresponding success in the matter of receipts-

“ 1 haven’'t done as much business in a single night since
I have been located in this district,” declared a well-known
saloon-keeper in the neighborhood. “ Men and women that
I haven't seen in ten years, and others that never were w
the place before, came into it to-night. They will all be
back again, and the parade has shown them that we are
still alive. The ‘gipsy ' helped us out after the trimming
the chief of police gave us in his new vice-regulation rules-

Resorts on the line of march had their doors locked and
their fronts darkened while the parade was in progress, As
it ended they flashed into lights, and the waiting thousands
poured through the doors. First came the crowds on the
streets. Later, dozens who had marched in the parade and
attended the revival service which followed found their way
to the “ bad lands” and into the interior of the resorts,
whose darkened fronts during the actual progress of the
parade had afforded slim satisfaction to their ambition t°
“ look over the district.”

Men and women, a majority of them strangers among the
faces of the habitues of the district, began arriving early 1l
the evening. The vantage ground was 22nd and State-
streets, where the procession was expected to turn and
strike west through the resort area.

When the march started from the armory at West 34tli-
street and Wentworth-avenue at 9.30 p.m., this corner was a
struggling mass of humanity with a detail of uniformed
patrolmen and detectives working in vain to clear the street-
Automobiles were backed up to the curb, street cars clattered
through on their regular trips, sidewalks were jammed wit'l
men, women, and children, and from the adjacent saloons
floated the strains of the raucous orchestras and singers-
In the crowds the painted women with their boisterous
escorts mingled and jostled elbows with the aged womeo
and girls, the young couples and the well-meaning enemies
of vice who were drawn there to “ do good.”

It was after 10 p.m. before the glow of red fire far to t®
south warned the watchers that the parade was on its way-
Frantically the police pushed and shoved a narrow Ila°®
through the crowds. At the last minute it had been decidel
to continue down State-street to Archer-avenue, and tbeu
wind back and forth on Dearborn-street and Armor-avenuO
instead of crossing on West 22nd-street. ,

At the head, in the centre of a compact group of a hundre
policemen and singing men and women, which opened ®
lane through the walls of spectators, marched “ Gipsy
Smith. As the parade crossed 22nd-street into the
lands ” a newspaper photographer boomed a flashlight.
two Salvation Army bands and the Moody church b30
Btruck up a tune, and the marching thousands broke m
song, . .
“gWhere Ho Leads Me | will Follow ” was the favorite a”
of the marchers. In many tunes, and with as many deg*00
of vigor, the marchers intoned the words. Occasionally *
droning words were varied by those of “ Come to Jesus ” aJ
“ Where is My Wandering Boy To-Night ?” .0

On the side lines the crowd took up the song with varying
moods. One enthusiastic youth at the corner of State an
22nd-streets joined in all of the songs.

“ Join us, brother; follow Jesus,”
marchers who heard him. ,

“ Haven't time, old sport; my feet are too sore to marC”®
but my lungs are all right,” retorted the singing enthusifiBj

“ Oh you red light,” echoed another as a marcher touchO
a match to a torch. a

As the end of the procession passed 22nd-street the cro
of spectators made a rush for Dearborn-street, where O
marchers were going south and turning to 4 rmor-aven
Here it was in the heart of the red-light district.

Steps of the resorts along the street were crowded
spectators. On the sidewalks was a struggling mass tryll®
to go in either direction. In the centre of the block st°° ,0
group of detectives, experienced in years of travel in1
levee district. _ »

“ Thero's a girl getting her first introduction to red
commented one, as a young man with a bright-faced b
endeavored to enter one of the locked doors.

“ We'll come back later, for you must see them now ~
you're out here,” was the young man’s remark, overheard
they turned away.

* N

urged one of 1. '

itb
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“ Great night for pickpockets,” added the detective. “ We
nave as much chance of catching them on a dark night like
tnis a3 finding needles in a haystack.”— Chicago Daily News.

Correspondence.

“*JOHN BULL ” AND PIGOTT.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.

Sir,—Xx read with some surprise “ N. S. F.’s” letter in your
jast issue. The poor man seems filled with wrath against

John Bull ” because it exposes Pigott and his vile practices,

a state of mind | cannot understand in an Atheist on such
a matter. His arguments, too, in some instances, are rather
amusing. His chief grievance seems to be that “ John Bull ”
Panders to the Christian Church. Well, I, as a militant Free-
thinker, have never detected it doing so. | have rather
Storied in its outspoken attitude towards the Church,
perhaps the reason “ N. S. F.” imagines this is because be

aiJbigoted in his Freethought as a Baptist parson in his
Christianity. “ N. S. F.” also forgets that “ John Bull ” is
n°t a Freethought, but a political, journal.

Now for his arguments. He says Pigott “ has chapter and
Verse, and the whole Bible behind him to support his mode

°f living.” Is that any reason why his vile practices should
eontinue? It seems strange for an Atheist to advance such
a reason. | should have thought be would be only too

pleased to see a journal like John Bull” bringing such
patters before the public. “ N. S. F.” also asks why “ John
pull ” does not attack the Catholic Church. It does, when
U has reliable information of anything shady, as “ N. S. F.”
must know if he is a regular reader. “ N. S. F.” says, too,
.at the knowledge he possesses of Pigott “ and his following
>athat, in spite of their extremely Christian mode of life,
they are a peaceful and law-abiding community.” The
knowledge | possess is directly opposite. How can a com-
munity which indulges in such beastly and immoral prac-
“ces be called “ law-abiding " ? | live within a few miles
°f the “ Abode of Love,” and have information on good
authority which shows me that “ John Bull ” is not so very
mr wrong in its charges.

Before | conclude | should like to say, as a Freethinker,
‘hat | believe in all things being subjected to sensible cri-
Boism, but | do not consider “ N. S. F.'s” letter either good
taste or common-sense argument.

| agree with the editorial footnote which states that many
Papers make more than is necessary of the “ Abode of Love ”
rUring their slack season, but I do not know of another
Journal which has so openly charged Pigott with immorality
as “ Jbhn Bull ” has done, j QGMnsider the Freethinker and

John Bull” the two most outspoken journals in this
country.

«Trusting | have not taken up too much of your valuable
sPace, and thanking you in anticipation of the insertion of

tyleWer’ S. Bradbury.

Change in Russian Time.

Ingenious Contrivance for Meeting Clerical Difficulty.

According to the “ Pester Lloyd,” the Russian Holy Synod
aud its clergy have finally decided to withdraw their oppo-
a*tion to the introduction of the New Stylo. As everyone
kuows, the Russian calendar is thirteen days behind the
eat of the world, the Greek Church still adhering to the
ulian or Old Style introduced in the time of Julius Caesar,
™uich made the year eleven minutes and ten seconds too
much. The New Stylo now to be adopted was introduced
ay Pope Gregory XIl1l. in 1582, when the Pope simply sup-
pressed ten days, which have now grown to thirteen. The
‘m.iection hitherto of the Russian clergy has been that by
adding thirteen days to their date they blot out thirteen
?ays, on each of which some particular saint must be
.°Uored, This objection will now be overcome by a very
kgenious arrangement. In every month of next year one
Particular day will be appointed which is to be reckoned as
jVu days. For example, at 12 o’clock on the night of
anuary 1 January 2 begins, and lasts until the same time
y next following night. The Russian reformers propose
j at at midday of January 2 January 3 is to begin, and to
ast for twelve hours only, when the 4th will begin. This
Process will be continued for thirteen months, at the end of
filch the dates for Eastern and Western Europe will be the
~mo. And the thirteen Greek saints will have had their
ayi though Bomewhat curtailed.—Daily Chronicle.
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REMEMBRANCE OF THE DEAD.
How many have gone down by different paths
Into the tomb’s chill bed; how many tombs
Of nations, too, have passed away, beneath
The suns and winters, or beneath the feet
Of other younger nations who, amid
Alternate war and revelry, moved on
To History’s first bounds! Alas, alas,
To think of all the joy and all the woe,
Which, since the dawning of the human race,
Have, infinite and fated, swept across
This ample earth, on which we too now pass
Mere pilgrims of a day 1 Myriads who now
Have reached those sunless wastes, whence never
'Tis granted to return; the silent ghosts, [more
Evoked at moments by the intellect,
But in whose veins the living blood once rushed
Impetuously on. Upon those dead
"Tis well to ponder long ; but most of all,
Deep in the heart, to dwell upon the few
Who, by our side, around the quiet hearth
Once spent their days. Oh ponder on the dear
And honored snowy locks,—the infant’s eyes,
So full of life, that seemed to mirror Heaven,—
The youth’s brave ardent spirit,—or the soft
And modest tresses,—which one fatal hour
Has snatched away for ever ! Let us next
With solemn love, look back upon the Dead,
Upon the men who onward led our race
To nobler shores. And bowing down before
Primeval sepulchres and new-made graves,
Before the ancient and the recent mould,
Then let U3 in a single long embrace,
Both kin and friend enfold. Ye virgin souls,
Ye upon whom ne'er fell a single seed
That was not all consistent with the Faith
Held by your timid mothers,—and not less
Ye other souls, with thought's long struggles worn,
Ye who in certainty immutable
Have safe asylum found,—oh, t’'wards the Cross
Extend your arms! And ye who on that Cross
See a mere man, but have not yet denied
In Heaven above the presence of a God,
Now, from the heart’'s remotest depths, oh breathe
A prayer for all these dead 1 And ye who cry
That by blind laws the universe pursues
Eternal alternations,—ye, the bold
Explorers of the Cosmos,—oh recall
Ye, too, these dead 1 If to the sightless All
They wholly have returned, oh let them live
A second life in your remembering hearts 1

—Arnaloldi, translated by Eugene Lee-Hamilton.

Waiting is—what ?

Summer redundant,

Blueness abundant,

—Where is the blot ?
Beamy the world, yet a blank all the same,
— Framework which waits for a picture to frame.
What of the leafage, what of the flower ?
Roses embowering with nought they embower 1
Come then, complete incompletion, O comer,
Pant through the blueness, perfect the summer 1

Breathe but one breath

Rose-beauty above,

And all that was death

Grows life, grows love,

Grows love! —Robert Browning.

THE DOOM OF RELIGION.

This Cleveland working man, Kkilling his children and
himself [through unemployment and starvation], is one of
the elemental stupendous facts of this modern world and of
this universe. It cannot be glazed over or minimised away
by all treatises on God, and Love, and Being, helplessly
existing in this monumental vacuity. This is one of the
simple irreducible elements of this world’s life, after millions
of years of opportunity and twenty centuries of Christ. It is
in the mental world what atoms or sub-atoms are in the
physical, primary, indestructible. And what it blazons to
man is the imposture of all philosophy which does not see
in such events the consummate factor of all conscious
experience. These facts invincibly proves religion a nullity.
Blau will not give religion two thousand centuries or twenty
centuries more to try itself and waste human time. Its
time is up ; its probation is ended ; its own record ends it.
Mankind has not a&ons and eternities to spare for trying out
discredited systems.—Morrison |. Swift.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday,
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
I ndoor.

St. Pancras Baths (Prince of Wales-road, Kentish Town, N.):
7.30, G. W. Foote, “ The Martyrdom of Ferrer.”

Istington Branch N. S. S. (Secular Hall, Church-street, Unper-
strcet, N.) : 7.30, W. J. Kamsey, “ Charles Bradlaugh as | Knew
Him.”

West Ham Branch N. S.S. (Public Hall (Minor), Barking-
road, Canning Town): 7.30, F. A. Davies, “ Religion and Life.”

Qutdoor.

Istington Bbanch N. S. 8. (Highbury Corner):

Walter Bradford, a Lecture.
COUNTRY.
I ndoor.

Bristol Branch N. S. S. (Shepherd's Hall, Old Market-street) :
C. Cohen, Wednesday, Dec. 8, at 8, “ Christianity and Modern
Thought  Thursday, Dec. 9, at 8, “ Spain Under the Crescent
and Cross : a Chapter in the History of Civilisation.”

Edindubgh Secular Society (Club Rooms, 12 Hill-square):
G.30, a Debate.

Glasgow Secular Society (Hall, 110 Brunswick-street): ,T.
McCabe, 12 (noon), “ Christianity and Marriage”; 6.30, “ The
Evolution of Morality.”—1. Lantern illustrations.

L eicester Secular Society (Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate):
6.30, Edward Clodd, “ When Did Man Become Religious ?”

Liverpool Branch N. S. S. (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square) :
C. Cohen, 3, “ The Barbarisms of Civilisation 7, “ The Origin
and Decay of God.”

Manchester Branch N. S.S. (Secular Hall, Busholme-road.
All Saints) : 6.30, Dr. J. A. Young, “ Our Secret Friends and
Foes.”

Newcastle Branch N. S. S. (Co-operative Hall, Whitehall-road,
Gateshead) : Monday, Dec. 6, at 7.30, W. Heaford, "The Mar-
tyrdom of Ferrer.”

Newcastle Rationalist Debating Society (Vegetarian Cafe,
Nelson-street): 7.30, M. J. Charter, “ Should the House of Lords
be Abolished ?”

Nottingham Branch N. S. S. (Cobden Hall, Peachey-street) :
7.30, Debate between J. Long and W. Shepperd, “ Is there a
God?”

South Shields Branch N. S. S. (Royal Assembly Hall, Ingham-
street, Mile-end-road): 7, W. Heaford, “ Francisco Ferrer:
Educationalist, Thinker, and Martyr.”

FLOWERS of FREETHOUGHT

By G. W. FOOTE.

First Series, doth - - -
Second Series, doth - - -

12 (noon),

2s. 6d.
-2s. 6d

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon Street, E.C.

Under the Ban of the
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BUSINESS CARDS.

Short advertisements are inserted under this heading at the rate

of 2s. per half inch and 3s. 6d. per inch. No advertisement

under this heading can be less than 2s. or extend beyond one
inch. Special terms for several continuous insertions.

FREETHOUGHT BADGES.—The new N. S. S. Badge Design
is the French Freethinkers’ emblem—a single Pansy flower.
Button shape, with strong pin. Has been the means of many
pleasant introductions. Price, single. 2d., postage Id. ; three
or more post free. Reduction to Branches.—N.S.S. Secretary.
2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

WANTED.— Copies of National Secular Society's Almanack
for 1890 and 1894 for office use. Also copy Crimes of
Christianity, G. W. Foote; Hebrew and Christian Records,

Dr. Giles. State price and condition to N. S. S. Secretaryi
2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

HARRY BOULTER, Leysian Offices, 108 City-road (2ud
floor), is now prepared to receive Tailoring Orders of
descriptions at moderate'prices. Will wait upon customers
with patterns on receipt of postcard.

“* MUSTARD.”—The Christmas Number of the Truthseeker.
Newsagents won't handle it. Fifteen copies for twelve
penny stamps, post free.—A. Dyson, C96 Bolton-roadi

Bradford.

YORKSHIRE WOOL BLANKETS are the Best. T*O
pairs for 21s., carriage paid. You cannot get them at this
price elsewhere. Selling thousands of pairs.—J. W. Goih
28 Church-bank, Bradford.

250 YARDS of Fine Cloth Remnants, making into Gents
suits to Measure at 25s. each. Patterns and measure for®

free. These will also make good Boys’ Suits. 3s. per y®
56in. wide—H. M. Wiison, 22 Northside-terrace, Bradford-

DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH

BY

G. W, FOOTE,

Being a Three Hours’ Address to the Jury before the ord

Chief Justice of England, in answer to an Indictment
for Blasphemy, on April 24, 1883.

With Special Preface and many Footnotes.

Price FOURPENCE. Po3tfree FiYEPENCE-

Th* Piohkb Press, 2 Newcastle street, Farringdon-street

London County Council-

EDITION
Enlarged)

"BIBLE ROMANCES”

G. w.

FOOTE.

With a Portrait of the Author

Reynolds's Newspaper says:— ILMr. G W. Foote, chairman of the Secular Society, is well known as a
His Bible Romances have had a largo sale in the original edition.

exceptional ability.

N

A popular, revised,

enlarged edition, at the price of 6d., has now been published by the Pioneer Press, 2 Nowcastle-street, FarringdO N

Btreet, London, for the Secular Society.
of modern opinion are being placed from day to day.”

Thus, within the reach of almost everyone, the ripest thought of the lead®

144 Large Double-Column Pages, Good Print, Good Paper

SIXPENCE —NET

t THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, B-0,
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THE SECULAR SOCIETY

(LIMITED)
Company Limited by Guarantee.
Registered Office—2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON. E.C.
Chairman of Board of Directors—Mr. G. W. FOOTE.
Secretary—Miss E. M, YANCE.

This Society was formed in 1898 to afford legal security to the
acquisition and application of funds for Secular purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society’s
Objects are :—To promote the principle that human conduct
should he based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super-
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper
iHd of all thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry,
bo promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com-
plete secularisation of the State, etc., etc. And to do all such
Jawful things a3 are conducive to such objects. Also to have,
hold, receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised,
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of
the purposes of the Society.

The liability of members is limited to £1, in case the Society
should ever be wound up and the assets were insufficient to cover
habilitiea—a most unlikely contingency.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent
yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Society has a considerable number of members, but a much
larger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be
gained amongst those who read this announcement. All who join
1“Participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of
I. resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa-
tion that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from
tho Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in
any way whatever.

The Society’s affairs are managed by an elected Board of
~rectors, consisting of not less than five and not more than
twelve members, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) each year,

hut are capable of re-election. An Annual General Meeting of
members must be held in London, to receive the Report, elect
new Directors, and transact any other business that may arise.

Being a duly registered body, the Secular Society, Limited,
can receive donations and bequests with absolute security.
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to make
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society's favor in their
wills.  On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension.
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The executors
have no option hut to pay them over in the ordinary course of
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in
connection with any of the wills by which the Society has
already been benefited.

The Society’s solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battcock, 23
Rood-lane, Fenchurch-street, London, E.C.

A Form of Bequest—The following is a sufficient form of
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators:—“ | give and
“ bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited, the sum of £------
* free from Legacy Duty, and | direct that a receipt signed by
“ two members of the Board of the said Society and the Secretary
“ thereof shall be a good discharge to my Executors for the
“ said Legacy.”

Friends of the Society who have remembered it in"their wills,
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary of
the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential. This is not necessary,
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, and
their contents have to be established by competent testimony.

Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh

BY

G W.

The most intimate thing ever written about Bradlaugh.

FOOTE.

Mr. Foote’'s personal recollections of

the great “ Iconoclast” during many exciting years, with a page on his attitude in the presence
of death, and an account of his last appearance as President of the National Secular Society.

published at sixpence

reduced to twopence.

(Postage Halfpenny.)

THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.

CLEARANCE SALE.
To make room for fresh stock.

WORKS BY G W.

Will Christ Save Us?

An important Essay on Christianity and Civilisation.

Rome or Atheism
What is Agnosticism?
Dropping the Devil
Ingersollism Defended
The Passing of Jesus
Comic Sermons

With a Defence of Atheism

FOOTE.

Published at Offered at
6d. 2d.
61 pages.
8d. Id.
8d. 1d.
2d. id.
2d. Ad.
2d. Ad.
8d. 2d.

Some of Mr. Foote’s most trenchant writing.

The whole lot sent post free for 9d.

Separate orders, Ad. for postage on each, exoept first and last, which are Id. each.

THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.G.
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NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY.

President : G. W. FOOTE.
Secretary : Miss E M. Vance, 2 Newcastle-st., London, EC.

Principles and Objects.
Secularism teaches that conduct should be based on reason
and knowledge. It knows nothing of divine guidance or
interference ; it excludes supernatural hopes and fears; it
regards happiness as man’s proper aim, and utility as his
moral guide.

Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible through
Liberty, which is at once a right and a duty; and therefore
seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest equal freedom of
thought, action, and speech.

Secularism declares that theology is condemned by reason
as superstitious, and by experience as mischievous, and
assails it as the historic enemy of Progress.

Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition; to
spread education ; to disestablish religion; to rationalise
morality ; to promote peace ; to dignify labor; to extend
material well-being ; and to realise the self-government of
the people.

Membership.
Any person is eligible as a member on signing the
following declaration :(—
“ 1 desire to join the National Secular Society, and |
pledge myself, if admitted as a member, to co-operate in
promoting its objects.”

Occupation
Bated this............... day of

This Declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary
with a subscription.
P.S.—Beyond a minimum of Two Shillings per year, every
member is left to fix his own subscription according to
his means and interest in the cause.

Immediate Practical Objects.

The Legitimation of Bequests to Secular or other Free-
thought Societies, for the maintenance and propagation of
heterodox opinions on matters of religion, on the same
conditions as apply to Christian or Theistic churches or
organisations.

The Abolition of the Blasphemy Laws, in order that
Religion may be canvassed as freely as other subjects, with-
out fear of fine or imprisonment.

The Disestablishment and Disendowment of the State
Churches in England, Scotland, and Wales.

The Abolition of all Religious Teaching and Bible Reading
in Schools, or other educational establishments supported
by the State.

The Opening of all endowed educational institutions to the
children and youth of all classes alike.

The Abrogation of all laws interfering with the free use
of Sunday for the purpose of culture and recreation ; and the
Sunday opening of State and Municipal Museums, Libraries,
and Art Galleries.

A Reform of the Marriage Laws, especially to secure
equal justice for husband and wife, and a reasonable liberty
and facility of divorce.

The Equalisation of the legal status of men and women, so
that all rights may be independent of sexual distinctions.

The Protection of children from all forms of violence, and
from the greed of those who would make a profit out of their
premature labor.

The Abolition of all hereditary distinctions and privileges,
fostering a spirit antagonistic to justice and human
brotherhood.

The Improvement by all just and wise means of the con-
ditions of daily life for the masses of the people, especially
in towns and cities, where insanitary and incommodious
dwellings, and the want of open spaces, causo physical
weakness and disease, and the deterioration of family life.

The Promotion of the right and duty of Labor to organise
itself for its moral and economical advancement,»and of its
claim to legal protection in such combinations.

The Substitution of the idea of Reform for that of Punish-
ment in the treatment of criminals, so that gaols may no
longer bo places of brutalisation, or even of mere detention,
but places of physical, intellectual, and moral elevation for
those who are afflicted with anti-social tendencies.

An Extension of the moral law to animals, so as to secure
them humane treatment and legal protection against cruelty.

The Promotion of Peace between nations, and tho substi-
tution of Arbitration for War in the settlement of inter-
national disputes.
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