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Clerical Protectionists.

T(je ' TIAN priests belong to various denominations.
CV chre real,y no” 80” possession of the Catholic
Bon8 them what you will—olergymen, par-
king .~ 8tors> ministers, even “ generals ” or “ cap-
&Atie  tllOy are aii in the same profession, or, as
bn6jn Would prefer to put it, in the same line of
Blacké8® A1l of them are soldiers in the great
Oatnrar They are all men of God, super-
fXcnrs-1sk> mystery-mongers, sky-pilots, heavenly
6V t t°D 8Sents, kingdom-come commissioners—in
alilje ’ ,raders on the bump of wonder. They are all
less j this; that they are unspeakably U6e-
le8y ti this life, and of no value whatever un-

e*'Btencee *8 a "Qfiure which may justify their

Rowflr. f . .
Very ca  profe8slon or business of that kind needs
8ethro u narBin8- Sensible people are so apt to
°f the ’° and 80 iiable to inform other people
their  IrnP°8ture ; and taking precautions against
first prj*a?lhy and candor has always been one of the
phrjghi nciBlos  priestly policy. Accordingly, every

avor*3fCOUn~ry has passed and maintained  law

‘Mapphdf 6 NERERGE RS 03IRSE  Herewy” an
1>th Those who opened their eyes and
illed €90 wide i finauers b xetigild have Deen
the w 0611 Possible, and otherwise punished when
an}i' InRof sceptics was too cruel for the nerves

ih, Stations of the majority.

Qthtt Ot Persecution of sceptics is supplemented by
Dew Priestly arts of intimidation or suppression

filaad 68 ar° Praoti8ed for Putf* ng0fGheir8deas. The
fiic6 Ujnita8° in thfe propagation oq are loaded
asft~°i the great game of Per sixea every

threes, with a
unfOreseeably
priestsd

tjL st them, so that the priests
laig”and the sceptics ones, twos

}/t\fla]::cnirygtr)ﬁr. n,%\vill t%nedfrtehe%%n?gare ¥8F { g

hut restrgintg are for tlhe BOeg m 8 system by
®Lck Bdrtoim-the general prote tionist .

"oOrEd althg and churohes surround their time-
ke~ath. Protectionist devices is the blessed

*t holy__?* women, and children are taught to

GQj.akend to ,,I*8’ ne8ie°t all secular interests
God-8 iePresnnf i-e teachings and ministrations of
Bwj.8 ~ay; j ativos. The priests actually call it
mal*ty» however, it is their day.

6y tako fu8 his is theirs. If you give to the
he cash for him and mind it until he
?6ricB Day "y nro fthle to hand it over. So the
~°hod °t 8unoL- ° Prie8ts’ day. It is their weekly
hhjoj, y else iflno which they make their hay.
“hon plnn - p088‘hle, must do any business or
8*iVh 6PriostSb on the day of rest and worship.
h ein™y olse' 8taho their shutters down they want
a ®Bntl°t by RB. tters up. Allrivalry isto be ruled
kei,. ,5?y Wort i cnstom or by direot_legislation.
sefioni °rdhfarl°rk’ hat other people mos®n®t follow
Q\/gdttS ato Havocfatmn&. Churohes and 3unday
»atiBy nnfr’v B IR 1811 swing, but places of secular
«478 anm8ement aro to ho closed. Publio-
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houses used to be tolerated, perhaps as another branch
of the spirit business ; but the parson, being closer
driven than of old, now casts an evil eye on the poor
E)ublican, and demands that his shops shall be shut
00.

A very characteristic letter from one of the Lord’s
anointed appeared in Tuesday’s Daily News. The
Rev. J. Stephens Roose, President of the Balham and
Tooting Free Church Council, eased his stuffed
bosom in the following manner :—

“On Friday night last | sat for nearly five hours,
together with a number of clergymen and church
workers, in the Sessions House, Newington, and watched
the London County Council Licensing Committee at
work. One was surprised to observe the arbitrary way
in which application after application for music and
dancing licenses, including Sunday performances, were
granted. Clergymen, ministers of religion, and church
workers often received scant courtesy, and apparently
their evidence counted for little or nothing. One felt
how differently such evidence is received in large pro-
vincial cities like Manchester and Liverpool, where the
corporate civic feeling is strong.”

Note the calm assurance with which the reverend
gentleman assumes that the licensing of places of
entertainment on Sundays is some special business
of his own ilk. We wish he would explain what
particular concern it is of the members of the Black
Army, any more than it is of the members of the
Rjd Army or the Blue Army. What extraordinary
right have *“clergymen, ministers of religion, and
churchworkers ” to be heard on this subject? It
may be allowed that they are experts as Sunday
entertainers, but why should they dictate to other
sections of the community? Dues not their anxiety
show that they are seeking to guard their old Sab-
batarian monopoly ?

The Balham and Tooting Free Church watohdog
went on to denounce the Sunday League concerts
and Sunday entertainments generally. What will
the Lord’s own do when the Devil’s own enjoy free
competition on the blessed Sabbath ? Can churches
stand against theatres and music-halls ? They
cannot. Mr. Roose calls for a closer application of
the Act 21 George Ill., c. 49, which “ has effectually
restrained those who were anxious to destroy the
religious observance of Sunday.” He sneers at
“the love of gain ” evinced by those who charge for
seats at Sunday concerts. But do not the clerical
entertainers charge for seats? What are pew-
rents ? Does it make any difference whether the
seats are paid for weekly or quarterly ?

We perceive that the religionists up and down the
country are working quietly behind the scenes to
promote their own interests, and hinder the interests
of their opponents, through municipal agencies.
They put obstacles in the way of public buildings,
and especially corporation buildings, being hired by
Freethinkers. Even if the buildings are let to us,
after much friction and delay, we are hampered
by conditions against charging for seats. This
restriction is more or less crippling to “ advanced ”
bodies, that are nearly always poor. And it is meant
to be crippling. The municipal authorities and the
police know quite well that they are acting in the
interest of wealthy religious organisations. The
dodge is paltry and hypocritical. It displays the
seamiest side of “ municipal control.”

G. W. Foote.
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Empty Churches.

The phenomenon of a dwindling church attendance
is a much discussed subject in religious circles. But
while often discussed, no one has yet succeeded in
suggesting a means by which the churches may be
filled. More ; the phenomenon is of so long standing
that it is being accepted as inevitable, and attention
is directed towards preventing a still farther decline.

The decline in church-going is not confined to
England. It is practically universal. In the old
world and in the new there are the same lamenta-

tions in the air. Like Hotspur invoking spirits,
Christian ministers call congregations from the out-
side world, and with precisely Hotspur’s experience
—they will not come.

In Germany the synods of the Lutheran Church
have just been considering what can be done to fill
their rapidly emptying places of worship. In this
country such meetings give birth to many more or
less hypocritical observations about a desire to safe-
guard the working man’s day of rest, etc. The
Lutheran Synods proceed, apparently, with greater
straightforwardness, and frankly refer to the “rival
attractions ” of concerts, music-halls, theatres, and
cafes. They say it is deplorable to turn away from
empty and half-empty churches, to see men and
women eagerly struggling to secure a place in theatre
or concert-hall; and one may admit that “deplor-
able ” is a right enough word from their point of
view. And the synods adopt the ultimate argument
of religion-force. They call upon the Government
to prohibit Sunday entertainments, Sunday dancing,
and to decree that Sunday newspapers shall not be
permitted to be read in any public place. Nothing
must be allowed to compete with the churches, and
then perhaps one day the further and logical step
may be taken of the State driving the German people
to church muoh as the military are marched to divine
service.

British, German, French, Italian, even Spanish,
clergymen may all shake hands in the unanimity born
of a common misfortune. It is essentially a clergy-
man’s question. It does not vitally concern laymen
—except in a very sinister sense—whether people
attend church or not. Whether people go to church
or stay away makes no apparent difference to their
conduct, their mental health, or their physical well-
being. Like the boy who informed his parent that
he hadn't said his prayers the previous evening,
wasn’t going to say them on the coming evening, and
then if nothing happened wouldn’t say them any
more, the majority of people have discovered how
useless a function church-going is, and act accord-
ingly. Naturally the “ doctors of the soul,” as some-
one admiringly called them, are unhappy. The
ordinary medical man secures a reputation by his
cures; his fame is built up by those who are able to
do without him. The parson deliberately aims at
keeping people dependent upon his treatment. Once
a person is seized with a spiritual sickness, the aim
of the “ doctor of the soul” is to serve out a pre-
scription that will convert him into a chronic invalid.
The rule of the profession is, “ When a man is spiri-
tually ill, keep him so; the worse the disease, the
longer the illness, the better for the profession.”
The discovery that the sooner the practitioner is
discharged the quicker the patient recovers health is
as great a blow to the present-day clergy as was the
medical science of Jewish doctors to the miracle
cures of the Middle Ages.

It is said that church attendance declines because
the services are not made attractive enough, or
because the preacher is not good enough. But
religious worship does not really rest upon the desire
to listen to an interesting preacher, or to take part
in an entertainment. Of course, these things do
help to fill churches now; but this is only because
the original cause is in process of disappearance.
Moreover, the popular preacher does not materially
affect the question. His congregation is not formed
from non-churchgoers, but at the expense of other
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places of worship. Doubtless if church g
were made attractive enough—that is, if O
organisations entered into real competltlon’\
places of amusement—people could be 'Mduced
attend church in greater numbers. If a
program fills a hall during the week, there
reason why it should not fill a church on SQ ¢ja0
Only it must be depressing to the sincere “bri
to find his “glorious gospel” playing
a brass band, two or three vocalists, a tea J°Oe-
or a cinematograph. And it cannot be very wsp
to olergymen to announce that if people wu n
come to church they will make the service
short. . . verhl

The slump in church attendance is too uni
and too uniform to be counteracted by any POO* ~
improvement in the character of the clergy “ |,
any possible improvement in the nature of 0 e

Neither abroad nor at home do P" g,

cease believing because they attend a CGO0LO3h
Sunday or engage in some other form of ertl°~ready
They do these things because they have a "D
ceased to believe. Originally people looked n
priest for guidance and protection because n°
between them and the supernatural beings the
feared, and was himself invested with a meas
supernatural power. Amongst savages we s0"Ojjef
medicine man powerful because of this n
Higher up in the scale we see the Roman La
priest enjoying power over the people because *
same conviction. When Protestantism made
man his own agent for interceding with the s
natural, it inevitably weakened the power of 1 a
ministry, although the habit of obedience”
spiritual leader, cultivated by the elder
served Protestant ministers for a while. _ ji
decline in the belief in the supernatural has W ~ eir
a decline in the power of the clergy, and as” to
power weakened their institutions have suite
a corresponding extent.

Undeveloped societies and undeveloped
the only ones who to-day pay any attention ”
clergy. | do not mean by this that many cl0 Offefi
may not have much good and wise counsel to " ey
and are therefore listened to with the resP?0 gau)0
deserve. But deference is paid them for t gOf
reason that it is paid to other people, not bee
their sacerdotal character. Disease no long®1l th0
people to the church or the parson, but -*j0B
hospital and the doctor. Bad agricultural c°® Ay t°
do not send them to prayer, but more PrO 0 0°
the legislature. One who is going a "
longer consults the oracles, he looks out the ~ thO
safest line with the lowest rates. In non6" a tfitk
churches is there a preacher who can eonapB -0Os
the best lay teachers on ethioal and social s ,/aSGjp»
Educated people may go to church to hear ap 0
musical service, to listen to an eloquent PreaCj)Q]iei0
for various other reasons, but not because afciof
the preaoher has access to channels of infor »
that are not equally open to all. * 6%ioloif’
that for reliable information on ethics, art,
science, or literature, it is useless going to ui»t®
All they will get there are the pale, emilgf el00
shadow of what may bo much better learD.ergy, B
where. For a body of educated men, the ¢ 6tbe*
clergy, have less real influence than any jjteL
educated class in the community. On t
lectual life of the nation the clergy act
and to the social organism they are what rnd103 of *
organs are to the individual—reminisd
lower phase of evolution.

Merely shortening sermons and making “ ogrQ)
otherwise attractive may make thing3 jee
able for present churchgoers. It may eVf, v ~ol)0

ie at0
tb0

obfirctB

few within the fold a little longer than t jggag >
otherwise re ain;,, But the real, the vita_, "
nof materiaf affected fﬁereby e stoé? lfﬁ,iira’)l
ago the clergy must restore belief. Turning _"“c1_
and chapels into semi -political meeting VSI
will not do it. This will only meet wi

success so long as the novelty of the expe .
sufficient to attract a certain type of ml0
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ah° rtst°rati°n of belief that is required, and this is
the r,i,, ey°n3 the power of any church or of all
the churches! Christianity is *om m ~ San with

Wore an impossible creed for an ed A anfit s
honest inclinations. If it 18 acO P,. that rob

w'th a number of mental reserve erenCe is
BiPport of all moral value, au , _ :Bnothing
often of no real help whatever. and the
that people detect sooner than in religious
“Asincerity manifested by those w ’ ¢ «hedg-
platters, are engaged in one long pr ,0 that ail

Jng." more than anything else war ..J"the clearer-
« not as it should be. Meanwhile, the
ieavin More honest step outside altogether,
less cr™ Vf e~urches with a population that reflects
tion. 6 uPon it with the passing of each genera-
Thi
Peated >8 a P*.a8e °f religious decay that has ro-
the hisfrle” . w~~ all probability, more than once in
lhistory of man. At any rate, the pages of muian
Nake it plain that in his day the pagan religions
N passing through a precisely similar experience.
M ns be candid,” says a minor god to the chief
de% m one of his dialogues. “All that we have
E\kivt?ared about has been a steady altar service.
*nen » 011, <dse ~as been left to chance. And now
Wheth”6 OPen3nf? their eyes. They perceive that
S 11 or don’t pray, go to church or
Aoj 8° ko church, makes no difference to them,
are 8j]° are receiving our deserts. Our advocates
again GUCed” If y°u wish mankind to reverence
Aa "°a mnst remove the cause of their disbelief.”
8 01 found out the hollowness of one religion
ano” y are now finding out the hollowness of
Lue*! ,dusk as tbe more thoughtful were finding
outsi(dan 8 da” read infere8fs °f men were

them t Pt*an temples, so they are now realising
Christian

pre~h °© . ontside Christian churches.
Angur r 18 becoming as discredited as pagan
loyyer  *°nd the disbelief that has led to this is no

c%[gey‘j!mffncd to a few. Its seeds are sown broad

of POrmeate3 our literature.it is implied in
i<i8titut.OUr teaching, it is embodied in many of our
\7ere r 10178>" is almost in the very air we breathe
“Y0g Qcian alive to-day he would repeat his advice
Aliij httlUsfc remove the cause of their disbelief.’
"Yog 8 w°nld probably add, beneath his breath,

orbit» 88 try to remove the earth from its
C. Cohen.

Atheism.

_ "he fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.”
IH3% gL -Psalm iji..d.
W °f t¥® PassaSe mast be held responsible for
lie “"oloein 8L~ and 8topid utterances indulged in
'wf Cahse tho Dr concerning Atheism and Atheists.
yc°L” sipn'e “sbrew word, nabhal, rendered here
jgatl>°r a 11168 a thoroughly and violently bad
8tnQs*hili'tv ®an who has “moral and religious
bQ@ ~oral i inference is drawn that Atheism
hi ~ the G- . ness are synonymous terms. This is
be’raf OatnVIDe “afks: “ The ‘fool” is one whose
g6l eatenCe kas been corrupted, whose heart has
84° been i°~ °f him, whose spiritual instincts
Ch  8torv6é fln hy evil living.” Then we are told
eVenin«® aao °fhcer of the Indian Army, who,
“ja'vine ? curing the mess-room dinner, heated
OiD™’t bfi;00k  flnizzing the old Army Chaplain.
aodY, thinOpl@'e, thee Bibbe, yeu kopow. T-here are so
kiih tae whal n « “.hat nobody could believe. Jonah
& ->the qij eefor instance.” FEixing his eyes upon
Dio ~Ohdr-i 01311 efienced him by naming a Egrt?r:n
5hta8Qt8-lovent in fche Decalogue, of which €
th; eahijl118 officer was a ~notorious violator.
floove8 thnr aPPetites indulged are not the only
bm it j ead to Atheism. “The sins of the
Soic*hey a 8 aheged, “corrupt and poison the soul,
W itless ¢688 fatal than the sins of the spirit
¢, QksbrvR -fared, malice, jealousy, cruelty; and,
ol- Tu ’ 16 18 these that the Psalmist is speak-
ese are the fatal poison of the soul, and
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that for the obvious reason that they have their
seat not in the flesh, but in the spirit. They defile
the fountain.” It is the man that is guilty of suoh
Bins who says “in his heart, There is no God and
such a man is the only Atheist.

One is not surprised at the fact that such arrant
nonsense is constantly to be heard from the pulpit;
but one has a right to be amazed at finding the same
wretched drivel in religious journals conducted by
scholars. Yet there is a whole column of it in the
British Weekly for November 11. In that column
one of the most brilliant scholars of the day, the
R9v. Dr. David Smith, says that “the unbelief in
question is not intellectual, but moral,” the unbelief of
people the fountain of whose life has been poisoned
by sins of the spirit, and its steam polluted by sins
of the flesh. Now, it may be perfectly true that
there are Atheists who are horribly wicked people.
No Atheist is fool enough to deny such a statement.
That a man labels himself an Atheist is no guarantee
that he is a paragon of virtue; but neither is the
fact that a man calls himself a Christian a guarantee
that he does not habitually wallow in all the vices.
Some of the most ardent believers in God have been
guilty of unmentionable immoralities. One of the
biggest scoundrels of modern times never wont to
sleep without a Bible under his pillow. Though
King David is said to have been “a man after
God’s own heart,” he was yet one of the greatest
criminals that ever lived. Does Professor Smith
mean to tell us that no firm believers in God are
ever guilty of indulging their fleshly passions, or of
the worse sins of selfishness, hatred, malice, jealousy,
and cruelty ? He knows his Church history too well
to put forth such a groundless claim. And yet he
writes in the article in question as if all wicked
people are bound to be Atheists, or as if among
genuine Atheists there can be no noble characters.
It is only “fools"—withered, good-for-nothing folks
—who say, “ There is no God.” One is astonished
beyond measure to witness a man of undoubted
culture falling into such a palpable and inexcusable

error.
But there is something still worse to be noticed.

A certain correspondent, “B. H.,” was troubled
about Psalm liii. i.,, and wrote to Dr. Smith for
guidance. “And certainly,” says Dr. Smith in

reply, “it (the verse under discussion) has an un-
pleasant look.” What a confession from an or-
dained minister of the Word ! Hero is more of the

same sort:i—

“ Faith is always difficult. Tho Universe is so vast
that it is no wonder if our feeble minds are bewildered
and go astray, and it is no argument to call a man a
fool. It proves one or other of two things—either that
we are ignorant of the difficulties and have never felt
their pressure, or that we have been worsted in the
argument and lost our tempers. And in either case the
folly is on our side. This disposition is cleverly hit off
in Oliver Goldsmith’s witty criticism of Dr. Johnson’s
controversial method : 1There is no arguing with John-
son ; for when the pistol misses firo, he knocks you
down with the butt end of it.” It seems as though this
were the method of tho Psalmist, but it is not really so.”

“It is not really so” because the Psalmist, as
already pointed out, bad in his mind, not “one who
had got bewildered in the maze of argument, and
saw so many difficulties, so many arguments against
a spiritual view of the world, that he had given up
faith in God,” but one who was so depraved morally,
and who was so impure in heart, that ho could not
see God. Of the former Dr. Smith says :(—

“ This sort of man should not lightly be designated
an Atheist. It is very possible that he is a believer at
heart. Take, e.g., tho man of science. Occupied with
the study of natural law and impressed by its magni-
ficence, he comes to regard it as all-sufficient, and sees
no need and no room for a living and personal God.
But is he truly an Atheist ? What he terms Nature is
really God. He feels its immensity and grandeur, and
bows before it; and, in so far, he is a worshiper and a
religious man. His mistake is that he stops at Creation,
and does not perceive the Creator behind it.”

The proverb says that “ every man hath a fool in his
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bleeve,” and certainly the fool in Dr. Smith’s sleeve
must have been wide awake when he penned those
words. It is a gross libel on the scientist to assert
that, when he “ sees no need and no room for a living
and personal God,” he is not truly an Atheist, or that
“what he terms Nature is really God.” To Dr.
Smith, what he terms Nature may be really God, but
not to the man of science in his mind’s eye ; and he
has no right to say of such a man that he worships
in any recognisable sense of the word. That the so-
called bump of reverence is highly developed in any-
one is no proof that he has any leaning towards
religion. The phrenologists declared that Darwin
had this hump “ developed enough for ten priests,”
but Darwin called himself an Agnostic and did not
worship. It is very significant that, though he
started life as a devout Christian, ho ended it as an
avowed Agnostic, who could see neither design nor
purpose in the Universe. In reality, he died an
Atheist, though he neither liked nor adopted the
term. At any rate, to claim him as anything else is
the height of folly.

Professor Smith maintains that there are two kinds
of unbelief, intellectual and moral; but is it not
with his mind that a man believes or disbelieves ?
It is possible to believe without evidence, but it is
not possible to disbelieve without some grounds, and
the grounds are of necessity intellectual. Super-
natural belief is always superstitious, but super-
natural unbelief is a child of reason. It may be
extremely difficult for a man who has been thoroughly
rooted and grounded in Theism ever to divest him-
self of it. It is certain that his becoming wicked
would not eradicate it from his mind. Some of the
most notorious criminals the world has seen were
profoundly pious and devout. The truth is that
there is nothing in Atheism to foster or encourage
wrong-doing, as there is nothing in Theism to make
a man good. There is no point on which the tes-
timony of history is more emphatic and unmistakable
than on this.

There is no habit more mischievous than this, to
which Christian teachers seem to be slaves, of
claiming all good people as fellow-believers in God
and Christ. They say, “He is a Christian without
knowing it, there is no other way of accounting for
his elevation of character,” or, “ At heart he is a
believer in God, otherwise his morals would not be
so excellent.” This is a habit to which Mr. Campbell
was once a complete victim; but he has outgrown it,
and now candidly admits that morality is indepen-
dent of religion. Dr. Smith is still a slave to it.
He avers that the good man who has given up belief
in God is only “bewildered in the maze of argu-
ment,” and gone astray, and that “ it is very possible
that he is a believer at heart.” Such a statement
savors strongly of impertinence. There are hundreds
and thousands of serious thinkers among us who are
not more sure of anything than of the fact that they
do not believe in God, either at heart or anywhere
else; and of this they alone are competent judges.
All knowledge is Atheistic : it is faith only that is
Theistic ; and as knowledge grows from more to more
the Theistic faith declines.

Atheism forms the indispensable background of
the only rational philosophy of life. It is only when
the supernatural is gone that the natural can have
fair play. Not until God has departed can man
come into his own; and it is not until eternity has
been blotted out that time shall get its due. Atheism
is man’s best friend, in that it releases him from the
cruel bondage of superstition and unnatural hopes
and fears. It enables him to realise and express the
best that is in him, and to devote himself to the
service of his race. In short, it makes a man of
him. A supernatural believeris terribly handicapped
in the race of life. He has to carry so many super-
natural weights that he is prevented from running
freely and swiftly. The Atheist is unencumbered,
his only burden being the instinctive and trained
Bense of obligation to further the best interests of
the race of which he is a member. j g Lloyd
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The Narratives in Genesis.—XX

A New Version op an Old Fiction.

{Continued from p. 726.)
In chapter xx. the third writer, the Elobish
his first contribution to the narratives in t<0 ~
and this turns out to be but another version o ~
of the Yahvist’s fictions. According to the
Abraham and his wife went to sojourn m n
where a certain Abimelech was king, and Ar *

fearing that men might kill him in order t° &8
beloved Sarah, asked that lady to speak of
her brother—which she agreed to do. 'J10 Oy

result followed : Abimelech hearing the 8n”i0 fos
beauty of Sarah praised, had hor brought m jfi
house, with the intention of taking her fora ~*
The god Elohim, however, kept watch over
and warned Abimelech in a dream that 000gfink
another man's wife, commanding him at the j
time to restore her. This warning came °n. , cb’
night after Sarah had been taken into Abimo
house, and, fortunately, that king had not com0 j
her. Next day Abimelech sent for Abraham” ¢,0
rebuked him for his lying and deceit in sayi9"g.jfy
was his sister; whereupon that patriarch, to 1
his conduct, said, “ Moreover, she is indeed my® Of
the daughter of my father, but not the daug ' jg
my mother.” This statement was, no doubt, in” o0j;
to mitigate in some measure Abraham's false
but there is nothing to show that such was tnho
On the contrary, had there been any such r0 , {0
ship, it would certainly have been mention0 ~.g
Gen. xi. 29-31, where that between Nahor an *
wife Miloah is given, and where Sarah is sp0li
as in no way related. , gawe
Abimelech, in the story, restored Sarah, an B”"
to Abraham sheep, oxen, menservants, maidser ” at
and a thousand pieces of silver. These g"t3 " at
wily patriarch did not refuse on the pil0, ¢g
no one should have cause to say that he had
Abraham rich (Gen. xiv. 23). After receiving
“ Abraham prayed unto Elohim, and Elohim o
Abimelech and his wife, and his maidservantsi. *
they bare children.” The Elohistic writer eVl  0f
meant that up to that time all the women if
Abimelech’s household had been barren
true, would be most extraordinary indeed—an *
Abraham, in gratitude for the return of his w
the gifts received from Abimelech, prayed to Ni-
to remove this barrenness—which was d°ne . jjjje!

with. So far, the narrative is at least intel ig .jer
but now either the Yahvist writer or the c°rOonti
comes in. Having read over the Elohistio aC " e
he did not think it strong enough; so he ad "e

verse, and, by a few strokes of his pen, dam
whole story. He says i— , $6
“ For Yahveh had fast closed up all the worabs 7

house of Abimelech because of Sarah Abraham

Sara(ﬁ%vglg)in Abimelech’s house for one mSght
and was restored the next morning. Vet m ae

few hours all the women of the king’s housedG *
represented as having become barren. It wou ~oQkH
that this divinely inspired writer believed that' fy
were in the habit of giving birth to childreo®"0g
hour, and that Sarah coming into the house "jj
these interesting labors to cease. Had ®®ra(eild of
in Abimelech’s house for several years, in® ;to
only one night, such a statement might be aim g?e|i
pass (as a miraculous intervention), thong .Ajpg
then there would be a manifestinjustice in pa jjaf
the females of the king’s household for wba”
pened through Abraham’s falsehood and decei' bOefB
the account stands, the story of the barr *
proves that at least one of the sacred writ0
not the sense of a child. nto®
But, furthermore, the events in this c“j pl&0
assuming that they actually occurred—1°° ' 6od
after the Hebrew god had promised Abrabam”.”b
by his wife Sarah ; that isto say, when that pa "8
was a hundred years old. Sarah at this ti



therefore ninety years of age, an » , Old at
climate where ladies become Pra, toothless,

Middle age, she must have beena w _ clent scare-
deoripit old woman. And it was thi tivate the
crow that Abraham feared worn , Nis life 1Q
hearts of the men of Gerar as to p

i? ;7

‘T tu i, no doubt, bo

to call him her brother, in both Sarab fcher ™ sheep,

the king’s house, the king gives the 0 ~  after-
°xen, menservants, and maidser  garah was his
Wards rebukes the husband for sayi 8 unnamed
88ter. In the case of Pharach, some”™ ™ tfae
P'agues were sent; in that of It heeds
~omen of the house were rendereo Da « a000Uts
cot a divine revelation to see tiaa ame story—a
0 but two versions of one and the same

S g T
%«I];%] Psaac, arpc} of sg(ai)alg ?aughing at
< “Anrl]E\/_aS wolfshe might. °He then goes on:

feast rm tHe dﬁ¥ re

rew......and Abraham made a t
i tsaac Was weapgd. And argﬂ
?aw the son of Hawar the Egyptian, which she ha

oorne unto Abraham°mocking. Wherefore she said unto
"Otaham, Cast out this bondwoman aud her son : for
S son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my

™ even with Isaac.’
M etlr8Ua* kristian comment on this incident runs
+vnfE as follows: “Ishmael was now charged
been f 8 sa“ e offensive conduct as that which had
o0 (v r*erly reproved in Hagar ; and Sarah insisted
" Mocki8UQar™ dismissal of both.” But the word
dered « ® “ this passage is in the Septuagint ren-
alt Sportin8.” an<l the English Revisers give as
fore a>erna” Ve readiug “playing.” It would there-
the laPP6ar that there was nothing reprehensible in
the a- 8 co?dact. Sarah evidently had an eye upon
detedrr,?p08*ti°’n of Abraham’ property, and was
her 8o™laec[at all hazards to get rid of Hagar and
*ghtUaei . am was naturally averse to expelling
sSid Unf a? . ~is mother from his house ; but Elohim
hearjie 0 him : “In all that Sarah saith unto thee,
t8Cal, anto her voice; for in Isaac shall thy seed
early j After this command “ Abraham rose up
toatgf. n hHe morning, and took bread and a skin of
ahd the 1?.yave it unto Hagar, 'putting it on her shoulder,
ahd » e cuild, and sent her away : and she departed,
Ig ™ Qdered in the wilderness of Beer-sheba.’

look 10 0 ®9Ptnagint the words in italics read: “and
v®ar> and a s™‘n wafer>and gave them to
her awa o 6 pa” chhd on her shoulder, and sent
N Ovised W first of these two renderings (the
2v*denfi arsi°n) is somewhat mixed ; the second is
A Placelf ore correct- Butin both *the child "
CamiedQJ °n Hagar’s shoulder that it might be easier
thoQ,’ The Elohistic writer appears to have
yetrg . nthat the lad was « bhaky of three ar four
°f fijte * whereas Ishmael at this time was a youth
85hjs f'.?h°r s'xheen years of age, and possibly as tall
o Abraham. It is obvious, then, that we
hot%!nTeanng with historical fact in this chapter,

~ wiidly legengary fiofi

ﬁ”‘@‘a Fayﬁl)rq ﬁﬂﬁtnpagar, having become
Ras treaf8”eC0D<* wHe an<l having borne him a son,
g °Qld hQ  hardly, not to say shamefully; but it
Ohtah W are“ 8mbered that she was a slave, while
k?°8. free woman=which makes all the.differ-
mat any rate, the Lord, who we know is no

ont

Al

-vmn . -*u0m6

«hiJh8ted, Hagar “ cast tho child ” under one of the
hot 58and 8at down some little distance off so as

S'C tu JpRigponidhgy hedtlont Hika SOUSE © AR

In fu®eard the voice of the lad,” etc.
chiid ,h? Septuagint the latter reads: And tb
cr“d aloud and wept. And God heard the

voice of the child,” etc. Here, again, the Septuagint
version appears to be th9 more correct. It was “the
child ” that cried, not Hagar; and the god heard the
cry: in answer to which an angel called to Hagar
out of heaven, and after promising to make her son

the father of a great nation, opened her oyps H%
caused her to see a well of water. Aftér this relie

L ABET R ved o many s et

ABEACADABRA.
(To be continued.)

Acid Drops.

Mr. Bernard Shaw should be careful of tho company ho
keeps. He does not see that the Now Theolog)(l people are
simply exploiting him. They will do his cherished objects
more 1l)aml than good. His bravo fight against the dramatic

_Censorshiﬁ, for instance, is %om% to be entirely frustrated if
ave their way. In the last number of the New

]_’I_\ey can ) L
heology weekly the editor hopes that “ in the end the local
authorities will be given charge of this important business.”
Now this is precisely what Mr. Shaw wishes to avoid. He
wants to see the Censorship abolished altogether. He
argues that “reformation ” would only make it a worse evil
than it is—and we believe he is quito right. To hand the
Censorship over to County Council officials, or a County
Council committee, would be to substitute scorpions for the
whips with which “advanced ” dramatists are now afflicted.
Why on earth does Mr. Shaw coquet with theso sentimental
superstitionists ? He really ought to know that religion
spoils everything it touches. If he hasn’t learnt this yet, he
will learn it, and perhaps tragically.

In the same article tho editor of the New Theology weekly
—or, as some would prefer to call it, the Campbellite organ—
mentions Swinburne and Meredith under "Literature in
1909.” He says that their names “ rocall to mind some of
the noblest verse and fiction of the Victorian era.” Ho
tabes precious good care, of course, not to atludo to their
rank heresy from a Christian point of view. They wore not
Now Theologians, or theologians at all. Both wero Free-
thinkers and Humanists.  Swinburne called himself an
Anti-Theist, which is, if anything, a trifle worse than

Atheist.

Mr. Hall Caine still pursues a non-committal policy. In
an article on what he means by tho White Prophet, ho
declares : “ A great deal of tho supernatural which attachos
itself to great personages seoms to me fictitious and oven
pernicious.” Only “a great deal,” mark. It would not do
to go the whole hog, for this might damage Mr. Caine too
much amongst his countrymen. He therefore hedges very
carefully—so that “ intellectuals ” may not bo able to accuse
him of believing in miracles, nor Christians accuse him of
rejecting them entirely. “ Whether the miracles of Jesus

really happened or are merely legendary,” he says, “I1 do
know, and, if I may say it without irreverence, | do not
care.” Such a declaration is unworthy of any serious

intelligence. To lie low between tho natural and tho super-
natural, to bo careful not to commit oneself for or against
itoe omnacuious, to deding to make upuMO’umMIMc-wether
Jesus_was man or God. is nothing but cowardice and
imbecility. And to say that it does not matter whether
Jesus was a human or superhuman being is disgraceful
Laodiceanism. Mr. Caine might as well say that he does
not care whether there is a God or not, or whether there is
a future life or not. Such indifference is either an artificial
pose or a confession of mental, moral, and even “ spiritual ”

triviality.

thousands of years to come was destined to be the movin?
force of the Western world.” This is painting, a la Hal
Caine, with a whitewash brush. We defy Mr. Caine to state
what “code of morals " Jesus evolved, and what “ theory of
religion.” We defy him to indicate the time when this
"code ” and “religion ” wero really, as distinct from nomi-
nally, the animating principles of Western civilisation. We
defy him even to prove the “thousands of years ” without
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the aid of prophecy. Mr. Caine should stick to his novels.
As a religious reformer, and still more as a historian, he is
a joke.

Just look at the way in which Mr. Caine reads even the
New Testament. He says that the Jewish priests and
rulers would never have been able to destroy Jesus “ against
the love and reverence of the multitude of the common
people” without the cynical help of the Roman power.
Now there is nothing clearer in the whole four stories of the
trial of Jesus than the fact that Pilate did his best to save
the enthusiast from his pursuers. Had the prisoner shown
the slightest effort at co-operating with the judge he would
have escaped. When he was asked “ Art thou the King of
the Jews ” he replied that he was. He was charged with
sedition, and he virtually pleaded guilty. As for “ the love
and reverence of the multitude,” it is one of the truest or
most truly dramatic features of the story that the same mob
which cried “Hosannah !” as Jesus entered Jerusalem,
cried “ Crucify him ! Crucify him 1” a few days afterwards,
and even preferred the life of Barabbas spared to the life of
its own ex-hero. This historic fickleness of the mob is
illustrated in Robert Browning’s “ The Patriot,” which he
well calls “ An Old Story.” And we must ask Mr. Caine to
pardon us for thinking that he is immensely Robert
Browning’s inferior in scholarship, intellect, and knowledge
of human nature.

The late Rev. Dr. Farrar was a fluent rhetorical senti-
mentalist. That is why his trashy Life of Christ caught on
with the dear silly British public, and brought in a lot of
money to author and publisher. Mr. Hall Caine is also a
fluent rhetorical sentimentalist. We suggest, therefore, that
he should write another Life of Christ. He is just the man
for the job, and it would bring him in thousands—perhaps
tens of thousands. We have long been unable to understand
why he neglects this magnificent opportunity. It cannot be
that he shrinks from making money out of his Savior, for he
has done this systematically for many years in his novels.
He and Miss Marie Corelli, indeed, have been running a close
race with each other in this direction; and we should really
like to know which of the two has coined the most shekels
out of the Crucified One.

Mr. C. Rann Kennedy, the American author of the play,
The Servant in the House, has been unbosoming himself to
an interviewer. Listen to this:i—

“ God chooses strange apostles. He generally chooses the
saint and the atheist. The saint sees clearly and brightly
the inward mysteries of God, and the atheist sees these
mysteries unconsciously in his terrible and tragic fight
against the forces of tho devil. The atheism of fifty years
ago has brought a new belief to most of us. Lot us thank
God that we have got rid of a bad God.”

Tho last two sentences contain an important truth. All
“advanced,” “ liberal,” “ progressive ” Christianity is simply
a confession of the extent to which Frecthought has deci-
sively permoated tho household of faith. Mr. Campbell and
his friends have discovered nothing, invented nothing,
created nothing. They have merely adopted, as if it were
their own, some of the results of Freethought criticism ;
such results as fairly intelligent people find it impossible not
to rocognise. No Church, no religion, is ever really re-
formed from within. It may seem so to tho superficial, but
a deeper investigation shows the actual cause to bo outsido
pressure. Tho I’rotestaut Reformation itself was but a
partial adoption of the results of the great Humanist move-
ment in Europe. When it settlod down it declared war
against further progress, and vied with Catholicism in im-
prisoning and murdering tho bolder spirits who aimed at a
complete intellectual liberation. Servetus was burnt by tho
Protestants, as Bruno was burnt by tho Catholics; and now,
after the lapse of more than three centuries, Luther and
Calvin are both left far behind, and Protestants all over
Christendom are steadily moving forward to tho ideas of tho
freothinking martyrs of the sixteenth century.

It would seem as though the fact of the Lyceum Theatro
being used for religious services on Sunday gives it a respect-
able character for tho rest of tho week. Wo notice that the
Lyceum is the only theatre that advertises its performances
iD religious newspapers. Evidently the manager has a keen
eye for business.

“ A Mission to Central London " is being conducted by the
Revs. Silvester Homo and Dr. Campbell Morgan. Unlike
all other missions, this is a thoroughly scientific one. Moat
elaborate preparations havo been made for it, and 11,000
houses havo been visited, at 5000 of which “a brotherly
letter and a well-bound large-type copy of St. Matthew's
Gospel™ have been delivered. Nothing has beep left to
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chance. Long articles about it have appeared in the relt
gious press, and hundreds of workers are being employe®13
addition to the missioners themselves. The question th»
suggests itself is this, Where does the Holy Ghost corns w
What need for all this tremendous fuss if God loves
London, and Christ is an omnipotent Savior, and the B°>
Ghost is abroad in all the world ? Is not Mr. Silvester HofG
thus advertising the colossal impotence of the Christi
religion, as well as his own organising genius ?

We are always pleased to note the extent to which Fre
thought views of Christianity are gaining ground. Ackc®”
ledgment is, of course, never made, but that is a sin
matter. For instance, we have always pointed out that
belief in a pure human Jesus, who served as the @D
around which myths subsequently gathered, was a8.uh
warranted by facts as the orthodox teaching on the sutb
The moral teachings of the New Testament Jesus are *
much the result of a building up as are the miraQ0
events. And we have also insisted that the two
tho ethical and the supernatural, are absolutely insepara
Wo are glad to find this belief endorsed by one of the lea A
of tho New Theology, the Rev. Iv. C. Anderson, j
criticising an opposite view, remarks :
the two cannot bo separated ; miracle and supe:
dogma are an organic part of the New Testament PrOS(r_!ig
tion. Go back as far as you like, what you have at I»3 |
supernatural Christ.” Quito so; it was the superua® r.
Christ the earliest Christians followed. It is the
natural Christ that tho vast majority of modern_ Christi88.
follow. The purely human Christ, $R8 Pperfect weri
teacher—minus the supernatural—is an inveation of Wd D
Christians devised to find favor with a class of PeOP
have lost all faith in the supernatural.

In passing, wo may note Dr. Audorson’s suggestion 1L
the mention of tho Cross by Jesus shows the whole story
have originated aftor tho crucifixion. But, in the first p'3ir

8 cruc>fixion is as unhistorical as the resurrection, and
Anderson has no more warranty for accepting the one © .
ho has for accepting the othor. And, secondly, the Cr°dL
a religious symbol that is much older than Christian J
lhus, while on Christian principles the mention of
Cross by Jesus is premature, since it only bocame o f,
hgious value by his death, tho use of tho word before
event is only one moro piece of evidence that Christian'®
a compound of teachings and symbols familiar to the
long before Christianity, as such, was hoard of.

Dr. Aked wants tho “ municipal thieves” of "merl{-
cities visited by the “ vengeance of God.” A pretty 8
mont, and quite Christian. One is prompted to as

113 i1 H ic' AN
over, What has “ God ” boon about to give m%ﬁting

. e
(r)ngrel Bohn?\/\? IOIrL]JuF():LBa'IAt qgvggmr\),\ll%msd ‘havo beona ”

after the mimi .*?erafc,on allround than wreakingveng

justice nf L1ef was done. And we suspect tbs

than tho vim*lll W* count for much more in the long
thO vonS°anco of Dr. Aked’s deity.

aro 17, S | " aFor °f Liverpool ha3 calculated that tb
I\/DuT;bQQ gefifnans preached in that city eweryfip npr 3
Anglican pulpits alono. Being evidently un” 3i\ble h8
sion that an improvement in quality

~ be
berefitiDy°tholkdS *° (B, i>h aBoard of Divinityles’
BEAASKNBIRY 028 Sh ot wo KRGS
fancy both tho Lord Mayor’s cnorgy and
scribed might bo put to bottor purposes.
Medical Oflicor of Health for Liverpool m'S

ship suggestions on this head.

j>rob»b*y.
flaf 0

Germany, like England, is suffering frod”(}m WIit0? gy
divinity students. A nowspapor corros,
in every university tho number of divn
lowest over reached. In Berlin thoro ar*o]U0 placO"t {9
than was tho . . e
dearthO-topoon, 1" REH ustid fosbdrs are given 75
In wonn faith and n “arsons—small salaries, the di

oRart of the ,Z IS ans 00' «*«—*»«.. of which go to"
»Poncer, Darwain ,  J!fon hire Haockol in Germany. .
a,,,ty merely becau«,? iu Ea8”od, do not reject Obc

o0 jovers are often' ) ° 1Qr,hos are tyrannical or Pr°.; ,.ity

ollcctually tin- JIL°Crites’ They see that Christ

;. 0:.aad sometime!? a,,b,Iro; 1101 what loaders of tbaofa

malifllo%—oftou  H™" tI1° majority of educated pe°P )iog
't all the same. a Homl'conscioua manner—bat r

t'ans towards” mPgTWRRAE oBulferin®a t\Well, as Cba*
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their attitude is expressed in the old ofthis

sent here by God for our benefit. The oit
teaching is unquestionable ; its logic scarcey
world is designed by God, and all that is i

, OF the
b e dwelt

Providﬁntial placljn. And thousands cl character-

t one hy suffering in N 7 Ja idi
%?(nas e?gggve eyes%ht"g[ays%usefu p P,o epcg V(‘Bola%
Wik for opticians, But Bishop. Gore, i1 ®m g ou,ht to
Wall-paid inouthpioces In Rimmin™ea-m . hero
\oow all about it, says that God does not want Jn.
st all. Bad feeding of babies, bad \\Vell one asks,
Castri wants none of these t ings things
why are they here? The Christian * h° azjly D00 does at
sra permitted to bo hero by God fora ' JLfcle question,
least give some sort of a reply to an . God’s will,
®ut the Christian who says thoy are her 8 ja makin
A TSI OerQ KL SRR . VIl Tena
the more glaring evils of life, we hope, Bishop says j
\Pere God comies in for.thanks or Paice, Istﬁgn_lf_@ !

that when he walks down a hospital ward he

forthe efforts being made in there if " 1sQ 8enes to
ntiment doei,1 Bishop Gore credit, » . rofesses to
aow much superior is man to the deity he Bro:

eS™MNtle-

"Father” Stanton, who h*“ ~ geS ™/
t think it worth

*t. Alban’s, Holborn, appears to bo a

*#% but why does the Daily C nrtrines? What
interviewing him about Christa onthe
S» * ™«e, th.thbo.U»a. Cg*“ BMb. tb.
Criont ways,” I%nd that. to hi cal,rments are ve
e 0 Resurrection, and the I, entleman
_udeed 7" And why chronicle the dear old gent A~ ~
foolish ghinjon that “ the resurrection of Christ death

--cry that is far better authenticated tht.u, say. h
Julius Caesar ?  One thing, however was perhapsone ,g

oordir% as it relates to a point °““ 'Y,  “stanton declared
r a sound judgment. . they are
thed he accepted Christian doctrines litera™ ,

K LB said, ” why, then, ;’:(1J| wecouWdo would”™ ~
eak down our altars, TPUt aside our

Rcach to the people.” That s straight.

" IeonieSkiyEorian minister in St. Paul, Minnesota, says that
i L " 't read Ingersoll’s infidel lectures any more
'uaga>fi t the ssamee sstufff ffeom so-called Christian pulpits
atf, CY Sunday newspapers, and university professors.
fﬁg\vs ;i?* . 0 fiear the second half of this statement, It
tchat Ingersoll’s ideas have triumphed. If ho is no

mO- necessary, it is because his criticism of Cl
* been accepted. But the first half of the reverend
tf>1lan’s statement is not true. We understand that tho
is Edition of Ingersoll’s collected works, expensive as

*  e°joys a large sale in the United btates.

A
bein

Gladcf 'S Al e to celebrate th ten

% Hav Wsﬂlﬁ%,ﬁm whith 't ﬁm D@eeéﬁgﬁ @
giols v- 1180 the occasion by dealing with Gladstone’s

AXley and®lgS ani® con®rover8'e3' particularly those with

1A WIf .
h6 fib.  11.£b° Christian World, noting tho work of the
aslinget ,f huger, remarks that by his investigations Dr.
N eiatiotl e“tiruly disproved ” the theory of spontaneous
ti?g fi'sprov fihis is quite inaccurato. Dr. Dallingor did
tub @»eiQifiG tke fiheory, only tho fact. He showed, what
ij 8eXpeHm Worfid was quite willing to admit, namely, that
j'bug j, ™cnts performed did not exclude the possibility of
< 1tQof anS acting on tho preparations used. But the
qCsiions jn G Rerimments to produco life now under artificial
Putigp of , @faboeaory does not, and cannot, touch the
tlj@a thergayyhattjer living mattor may not have developed
that°atfh pddic materials at a time when the conditions of
00Qf ar® no\vHt i Wauy elements to exist in a free state
wxly O y found In combination. The unbroken
taiie ei a neceR ¢Phonoiuena, from fire-mist to man, remains
tli* h3-S8eUeraiSIt®  8)'en”fi® thought. It is either spon-
it ,liacuiOUB “2.or a miraclo—aud science doos not admit
$re) PampkjUaliiugor saw this clearly enough, for
ib, r0"ami Ip/ r°‘or*cd to by the writer mentioned, The
hja( .allingOr 'i* * May Know of tho Method of Creation,
a*Peci  °euld i , roPeatiug Tyndall’s famous declaration
to see hVVOOk baclc over the abyss of time he would
i."at Ja " he rotl In8 matter emerging from so-called livin
*fin 0the*— ear“s>“ And so should I.” Andone may ad
of ?¢>rid €° S is reallY very littlo questioned in tho Scien-
IFoin A " hut is questioned is the artificial production

ue chemical laboratory.
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The “ serious situation "—financial, ye ken—in the affairs

TOQ of the United Free Church of Scotland prompts its official

organ to ask “ What is to be done ?” It is no use trusting
that “something will turn up to avert the impending
calamity.” Every member must “ contribute at least an
additional 2s. a year ” to the Central Fond, and “ begin at
once,”—and “ the more able members should forthwith enrol
themselves among the one thousand special contributors.”
“Atonce” and “forthwith ” are distinctly good. But the
godly dont promise to show such a coming on disposition.
The palmy days of Scotch religion are over.

We should like farther news of the following case. John
Norman, of Queen-street, Highfield, was subpoenaed to
appear at Wigan County Court before Judge Bradbury.

J When asked to take the oath he stoutly declined, and per-

sisted in his refusal although warned of the consequences.
Judge Bradbury therefore fined him £5, to be enforced if
necessary by distress; in default of distress one month’s
imprisonment. Thus far we are indebted to a paragraph in
the Manchester livening News. What wo desire to know is
whether John Norman claimed to affirm instead of swearing.
If he did, the judge treated him illegally and could be
brought to book. If he absolutely refused to give evidence,
he hirTSEIf acted wrongly, and must pay the fine or do the
month.

“ The first guests presented to the Lord Mayor” at the
Guildhall banquet on November 9 were two Roman Catholic
dignitaries, the Archbishop of Westminster and the Bishop
of Southwark. The presence of these priests was “a
feature of the occasion.” We should think it was. Fifty,
forty, thirty years ago, such a thing would scarcely have
been dreamed of. But the political and social struggle
between wealth and poverty, and privilege and justice, is
growing keener and keener ; the “ classes ” cling more and
more to the Churches for help, and any Church does in their
hour of need. It doesn’t pay now to make gratuitous dis-
tinctions. A Church is a Church, and a priest is a priest—
Protestant or Catholic.

A committee was appointed at the last Lambeth Con-
ference to make a new translation of the Athanasian Creed
—the Creed which has been said to be like a royal Bengal
tiger, because of its “damnation clause.” The Creed, in
short, lays down tho cardinal Christian dogmas and damns
everybody to the lowest hell who rejects them. It lays
down one principle with which we cordially agree; namely,
that the Father is incomprehensible, the Son is incompre-
hensible, and the Holy Ghost is incomprehensible. They
are incomprehensible. But it is rather cruel to say so. We
are not astonished, therefore, that the committee propose to
substitute “infinite.” They also propose to knock out

hell ” and substitute “ hades.” When that is done the
strong brandy of the old creed will be turned to ginger-beer.
On the whole, it is a clever piece of strategy, and eminently
modern. Nothing must be given up, but everything is to be
brought up to date. Tho policy is not very honest, but it is
convenient and profitable,—and what does honesty matter ?

Mr. Robert Wallace, K.C., at tbe London Sessions recently,
had a witness before him who affirmed instead of swearing,
and his lordship remarked that—" To affirm is much more
cleanly and much healthier than being sworn on the Testa-
ment.” He added that this method would probably be soon
employed in the courts in preference to that of kissing the
Testament, unless a witness insisted on taking the oath in
the latter fashion. The sanitary aspect of the matter is
attracting more and more attention. For some time “ wash-
able ” Testaments have been in use to diminish the risk of
infection to witnesses. A few steps further and the oath
will disappear. Which is a consummation devoutly to be
wished—for it has often been observed by moralists that

the more oaths the more lies.”

Having failed to make any effect on the Home Secretary,
the Liverpool Protestants are talking about trying what they
can do with God Almighty. The suggestion is made in a
local paper that intercessory meetings should be held simul-
taneously all over the city, at which the Lord should be
besought to bring about the release of Pastor George Wise
from prison.  The authors of this pious proposal do not
also suggest making it a test of the efficacy of prayer. We
wish thoy would, for we profoundly believe that Pastor
George Wise will have to do every day of bis four months.
The only chance for the heavenly powers, as far as we can
see, is to afflict him with serious illness, and secure his
release in that way; but that might bo more cruel than
leaving him to serve out his sentence. It occurs to us,

*likewise, that the Lord would, in this case, be like the
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hungry ass, in the metaphysical puzzle, between two
bundles of hay, who was attracted so equally by them that
he was at a complete standstill, and died of starvation in the
midst of plenty. For if the Protestants prayed for Pastor
George Wise’s release the Catholics would pray against it, and
thﬁ Lord could not oblige one side without disobliging the
other.

John Bunyan wrote other interesting works, in their way,
but he lives by the Pilgrim's Progress. When that dies, he
dies; but that event is not easily foreseeable at present.
What is the use, then, of collecting ¢(£1,400 to place a Bunyan
memorial window in Westminster Abbey ? Bunyan doesn't
need any memorial but the one he made for himself.
Besides, he was outside, not inside, the Church of England.
The idea is, apparently, that Westminster Abbey should be
a show place; a thing that was never contemplated by its
original builders.

Who is it that admits pious busybodies to prisons and
allows them to harangu# the unfortunate prisoners? We
see that Lord Kinnaird—Ananias Torrey’s old friend—had
an evening’s entertainment in Wormwood Scrubs Prison, on
Wednesday, November 10, at the expense of a large section
of the inmates. Some 250 boy convicts were assembled in
one of the large buildings attached to the prison to listen to
his lordship’s eloquence on the subject of the “ldeal Man ”
—whom, we presume, they had before them in the person
of Lord Kinnaird. He was good enough to tell them that
the temptations of life were too strong for them, and that
they “needed the help of a higher power.” He forgot to
tell them why the “higher power ” had not helped them up
to date. He also overlooked the fact that his own tempta-
tions were not as theirs. If his lordship picked a pocket,
for instance, he would have a perfect genius for pocket-
picking. The chance of finding a silk handkerchief or a silver
cigarette-case, would be no temptation to him. Nor would
a well-filled purse, though to many of them it would be EI
Dorado. We are strongly of opinion that wealthy Pharisees
should not be permitted to deliver moral lectures to the poor
devils in prisons, which are, after all, not private, but
national, property. Amateur preachers like Lord Kinnaird
ought to take Hamlet’s advice concerning old Polonius:
“Let him play the fool nowhere but in his own house.”

Aftor the sermonising peer had done with the boy convicts
a man called Porter, of the Hackney Y.M.C.A., was let loose
upon them. He informed them that “it doesn’t pay to go
wrong.” We hope he will not learn that truth by personal
experience. But you never can tell. They had learnt it, at
least to some extent, in the dock ; so that the noble Porter's
lesson was like carrying coals to Newcastle. Besides, one or
two of the cleverest and most knowing boys might have told
him (if they had been allowed questions and opposition) that
while it doesn't pay little thieves to go wrong, It often pays
big thieves to do it. There are thousands of successful
thieves about, and most of them are highly respectable reli-
gious men, some of them even patrons of Young Men’s
Christian Associations. If it is asked why we say this, we
reply that when one of the big thieves hagpens to get found
(él# ehis so frequently a prominent member of a Christian

urch.

After breaking several panels in front doors in the High
Park district of Southport, a man went to All Saints’
Vicarage, and knocked down the Itev. Dr. Porter as he came
forward. It is not reported that the reverend gentleman
turned the other cheek also.

Father Mulcahy, assisted by Father Welsh, was burying
two deceased Roman Catholics in Altrincham cemetery, and
had just completed his share of the business, when the
Chief Templar of the Lodge that one of the deceased belonged
to started reading the Good Templar burial service. This
performance was promptly stopped by the priests, who natur-
ally wanted no rivalry on such an occasion. But they could
not very well assign that as a reason, so they declared that
the extra turn was against the wishes of one of the widows.
The other widow thereupon threw herself on the ground
and cried out to her dead husband: “Joe, Joe, they won't
grant your last request.” It was a case of too many cooks
spoiling the broth.

The Catholic Bishop of Sebastopolis had a letter in last
week’s Atlienceum on ,-The Catholic Church and Cruelty to
Animals.” In the course of it he complained of the “sicken-
ing sentimentality regarding beasts in these days,” and wound
up with the following declaration :—

“In the whole teaching of our Divine Lord there is not
one syllable about the rights of animals. Ab regards the
particular question of vivisection, it is time to say that the
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%rinciple of it is covered by such words of His as 1How
etter then is a man than a sheep’; and 1lYe are 0
value than many sparrows.””

We welcome this plain statement with great pleasure,
good to have the naked truth, without disguises or *
decorations. Those who invoke Christianity as * ..jc,
friend of the lower animals are ignorant or byp°cr *
Christianity, indeed, is the one great religion in the
which ignores the moral rights of animals altogether.

The Son of God, on becoming man, is said to 1'[h;
emptied himself of his essential omniscience, witha
object of acquiring it again in an infinitely meritorious
How marvellously wise theologians always are whenv

5on subjects about which they know absolu
nothing. Not one of them knows that there is a God, n°
say that he has an impossible son, co-eternal and co-<l
with himself.

Dr. Nicoll says further that there are some people
“ refuse to believe in any God who does not forgive a“ *
overy created soul.” We are not of their number. ~ Raly
we refuse to believe in is the God who created soulsso
that they require salvation. A perfect Deity could “° jdI
have produced a perfect creation. That is the expl®a
of our Atheism.

The vicar of Rowington) Vianwick; thinks the agiyfy
church-going Englishman is a humbug. Our view eX*c{@
agreeably confirmed by testimony from a most unexp .
quarter. But the worthy vicar should reflect that 1 »
offer people an absurd creed one of two things must re
either it is rejected, or a pretence of belief is made, a
worst of all humbugs, a religious humbug, results.

A religious contemporary lauds a new book by a « “({
minister, the Rev. A. Boyd Scott, who is said to be”
ihe most rising and popular preachers of the day. .d@
the extracts given, wo see he Is capable of the old ms* &

to unbelievers. “ Guilt,” ho says, “ cherishes the \cegtei
af Doubt. And there are ways and manners of W®®
:ess sombrely than guilt, which also fly to Doubt® *

them snugly out of the way of the celestial police.  fia
doesn't the man say straightforwardly that Doubte
rascals ? Bigotry and insolence are no better f°
aircuitons language. They are rather the worse.
o inee®
What would the Rev. A Boyd Scott think if wo
suggest that he and other men are Christians jiete

Atheists cannot possibly escape from their consciences, ,;j
as Christians can always find “accommodations R
as Moliére said,—or, in other words, throw all the “oS'|tE
of their sins upon Jesus? He would tbhink us 9rogi Y smp
ing. Well now, let him look into the same glass

own face.

Rev. J. Rattenbury has just preached a sermon ~jjora
text, “ He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh, Qjo*
shall have them in derision.” The reverend gentle
not “ deny there is a certain fierceness about this exp g
but he regards it as essentially true. Let all 'Wm

deny tho Lord beware; tho day is coming whc* *

laugh at them and have them 'in derision. Thi #0

specially to Atheists, with whom it will go b%rd thel>
notice L , o

Lord’s day comes. Now, "‘God ‘takes disao Pre 1003
insolence, expresses neither approval NO" GISaR-FT
their unbelief, but then he *shall break them with®
iron, and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel- te
ho will do it when his day comes1 Mr. Rattenbury >* fat
right, and he is an absolutely safe prophet—much sa
his brother Baxter.
anai»”™!

Rev. E. G. Maxted, of Dunmow, Essex, is a jot0
arson, and he has just been burnt in effigy * Qc
ocal ill-wishers. It is said that several clergy“I®*
tributed to the expenses of the bonfire. We dont se * 9y
ever, that the reverend gentleman has suffered very @  fl

Ilie Church he belongs to used to burn people ft
may think himself lucky that it cannot go through t
formance now.

Rev. Frank Swainson, vicar of St. Barnabas, {00

road, Holloway, calls Spiritualism “a strange “Y “ri%i
devilry and trickery.” Well, suppose it is; &
other systems that merit tho same descriptf0
reverend gentleman might look nearer home.
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

November 28, Birmingham Town Hall.
December 5, St. Pancras Baths.

To Correspondents.

28,°?"Ii fj? ECTIBE E ngagements.—November 21, West Ham ;
J\Sres" ia’}re' Decem%er 5, Liverpool; 12, Manchester; 19,
! r
12'g/'¢§1 k Lecture En rents—December 5, Holloway;
Tre'p ancras Baths ; 19, Leicester.
Previn8l?™1® Honorarium Fund: Annual Subscriptions.—
WV T 'l acknowledged, £208 17s. Received since. —
D-'strin°e£0i ’ 28' 6d-: T' Hamilton-28' Gd,; E-RaSSeU-IsG

_-n"E" Very amusing.
W, p 8 Not LP to the mark,
ty, j° ' °ee paragraph. Thanks.
tolern\WPNROY'—Thanks for good wishes. Mr. Foote keeps

break  Wed and ‘or worh- After all, he has only had to
foH w? engagements in five years ; which shows he Is not

0 A m_g‘Ving in> .
a. st MI(%lTAI.—Ree *“ Acid Drops.”
twoRv, I\S’hl— Sa? at the time that the fight between the
C. " lurches in Scotland was over the cash-box.
and a DBNER—We cannot afford a secretary or a sub-editor,
finabl380 mu°h work, even drudgery, falls upon us, we are
y take up many suggestions like yours, which is quite
Q cB * aou are certainly not “ impertinent ” in writing to us.
in ¢Ali'AN—There was an old pla%/ on the subject of Hamlet
1589 steRce (many years before Shakespeare™) as earI%/ as
that" Derhaps writteri by Thomas liyd. It was referred fo in
Grri Ear, hy Thomas Nash in a printed letter accompanying
J ne 8 Menaphon.
Al Mdlélml'l'hanks for enclosure, though we cannot deal with

Voum' W*"—Dlad you still value the Freethinker so highly.
A ] IQu@tter gives us pleasure. The enclosed shall appear.
uldST- cann°t answer u%h questions BY ost. You
arr.B Rud answers to most of them In our Bible Romances, a
Christ'  Ume Published at (id. or 8d. post free.. When a
know ~ as”s you how the world was made, ask him how he
\y,j, It made. Glad you like the Freethinker so much.
A j' Al—Thanks for welcome cuttings.
tlleantl™ KEN—  “Jesus Christ” kind of play we simply
"spirit  ( brought what some people suppose to be the
Uent °* Christ” upon the stage.  We made no other com-
We « P 1 Servant in the House, which we have not seen.
Ereotu-e, you consider it a very bold play and advise all

f.Rong nkers 10 g° and sce it. .
‘go-ﬂ_l.NST~V/e gave that sky-pilot’s case a paragraph a week

J.j} 1Bhardly worth another.
ing. °j’anuesburg).—Pleased to hear Freefliought is spreadi
l%kn%h/\ﬂﬁl%’ and ?8 Eﬂ)@%ﬂ? : Fﬁaiﬁg 1@ g, H@
Taj gEdl ye°u read the Freethinker with so much pleasure.
Tarrir,,,iAR Society, Limited, Office is 2 at Newcastle-street,
Ta8 NiRSd°n-street, E.C.
THITIMANA Secutar Society's Office is at 2 Newcastle-street,
tITAS fd°n'8treet’ E -°- .
> 2Newn"MMO Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to
bgc, ORE  “e-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

?beet, v° must reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-
pCHl)y %llrst post Tuesday, or they vwﬁ ngt Qo

Wn\mr send us nev\\ﬁﬁ_apers would enhance the favor by
OsnFx g ‘be passages to which they wish us to call attention.

bi(neerOrt)I'terature Bhould be sent to the Manager of the
. Tress Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.,
WGirn

terature by stamps are specially requested

The \aWenny stamps.
°5?) ., wix be forwarded direct from the publishing
108.Gd . H"ee’ at ‘be following rates #)reggid":—One year
alf"year, 5s. 3d. ; thrée months, 2s. 8d.

Sugar Plums.

Ar
1 tp, Foote had fine audiences at Liverpool on Sunday,
t%@ovening the hall was packed almost to suffocation,
hon audience listened with unflaggin% attention for over
>bv ' ahd a half to the lecture on * Shakespeare s Philo-
Life and Death.” Mr. Ross presided at the after
iorn”eting” and Mr. Hammond at the evening meeting,
ig 2 Le Shakespeare lecture Mr. Duff very effectivey
AUdi/kct an arrow into the air,” and was deservedly
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We are happy to hear that the united Liverpool Branch is
progressing quite harmoniously, the old troubles being cast
into Time’s wallet carrying “alms for oblivion.”

Two lectures at the St. Pancras Baths, under the auspices
of the Secular Society, Ltd., will take place on the first two
Sundays in December. Mr. Foote opens and Mr. Lloyd
closes this brief course. Another course of Sunday evening
lectures, under the same auspices, will take place at Stratford
Town Hall on January 16, 23, and 30 ; the lecturers being
Messrs. Cohen, Lloyd, and Foote. We are also pleased to
announce that the Secular Society, Ltd., has secured St.
James's Hall again for the whole of January, February, and
March. Mr. Foote will lead off with a special course of
three new lectures, which will be duly announced.

Mr. George Payne, of Manchester, has just contributed a
further sum of £50 to the funds of the Secular Society, Ltd.
He does not seek publicity, but rather shuns it; and we only
mention the matter because his liberality may prompt others
to “go and do likewise "—at least, to the extent of their

opportunities.

The new North London Branch has engaged the St.
Pancras Baths, Prince of Wales-road, Kentish Town, N.W.,,
for Sunday evening, November 28. Mr. E. C. Saphin is tho
lecturer; his subject “ Christianity and Sun-Worship,” with

lantern illustrations.

Mr. G. Crookson, a veteran Freethinker, residing in York-
shire, went over to Manchester to hear Mr. Foote lecture on
November 7, and subsequently wrote him a letter, from
which we extract the following passages as likely to interest
many of our readers .(—

*“ The room wes too crowded for me to thank you person-
ally for the treat | had...... The first surprise | had was when
| arrived at the hall and found a queue extending all across
the road. | have attended some hundreds of Freethought
lectures, but that was a record ; and although | did not like
the idea of not getting a seat | was awfully pleased at your
having a crowded audience, and wished it ‘'may ever bé so.
The Ferrer lecture was deeply interesting, beyond my expec-
tations ; but the evening lecture was an intellectual treat
that | have not had for such a long time, and despair of ever
hearing again. | was wondering it half the audience was as
interested as | was......I tried to count up_how many years
it was since | _heard you at Hoyland lecturing on Gladstone
and Beaconsfield.”

We don't want to count up how many yoars ago it was.

Hang chronology 1

Francis Johnson and Sasha Kropotkin, joint secretaries of
the Ferrer Protest Meeting held at the Memorial Hall on
Thursday. October 21, state in a letter to the press that the
sum of £90 17s. 3d. was subscribed towards the expenses,
and £13 9s. 8d. collected at the meeting. Tho expenses
amounted to £30 12s. Id., leaving a balance of £73 14s. 10d.,
which is being devoted to “ the reliof of the families of those
in Montjuich.” Considering the cost of the meeting, it may
be thought that the speakers received fees or expenses, but
those conversant with such matters will hardly need to be

assured that this was not the case.

We have just seen in a French paper the text of the letter
sent by Madame Zola to one of Ferrer's daughters. The
following is an English translation for our readers:—

Madame__ * ®al80maSSi°re>October 15.

It is an ancient and unappeasable sorrow which

comes to you on this day of universal grief. | hold out to
ou a friend's hand. Be brave in tho face of iniquity.

ave the coume to continue the Modern School, created by

our father, who believed he was working for_ humanity.

ou_should be proud of the example he has given by his

sublime death. My heart is with yours, and T saluté you

with all Sympathy Alexandrine Emile-Zola.”

A good woman’s letter to a sorely smitten sister. Yet they
say that Atheism dries up the heart.

CHRISTIANITY AND VOLTAIRE.

The partisans of the creed in whose name more human
blood has been violently shed than in any other cause what-
ever, can hardly find much ground of serious reproach in a
few score epigrams. Voltaire had no calm breadth of
wisdom1 It may be so. There are moments which noed
not this calm breadth of wisdom, but a two-edged sword,
and when the deliverers of mankind are they who “come to
send fire on the earth.”—John Morley.
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Anatomical Testimony to the Truth of
Evolution.

Among the multitudinous testimonies to the truth
of Evolution, few so readily lend themselves to expo-
sition and practical demonstration as do those pre-
sented by the important science of comparative
anatomy.

Founded in classic Greece by Aristotle, taxonomy
and anatomy remained for more than fifteen cen-
turies practically stationary. The scientific advances
made by Aristotle’s Greek and Roman successors
upon the principles the great Stagirite enunciated
were completely obscured by the universal darkness
that descended upon Europe with the downfall of
Pagan civilisation and the triumph of the Christian
Church.

But when Western Europe reawakened from the
mental sloth and somnolence of the dark ages of
faith, the natural history sciences shared in the
revived interest in the facts of life as a whole, and,
increment by increment, the way was slowly prepared
for that outburst of scientific splendor which gave
the nineteenth century pre-eminence above all others
as the epoch of completely unified knowledge.

In popular, as in more careful and exact, classifica-
tion it had long been recognised that Mammals,
Birds, Reptiles, Amphibians, and Fishes share many
striking characteristics in common which separate
them from Molluscs, Crustaceans, Insects, Worms,
and animals of the simplest type. Nevertheless the
eighteenth century had nearly run its course before
Lamarck, in 1797, distinctly and precisely classified
the two great divisions of the animal kingdom. The
great French zoologist drew a firm line between
backboned or vertebrate and backboneless or inver-
tebrate forms. During the course of the nineteenth
century anatomists and embryologists perfected
Lamarck’s system of classification, and the more
important characteristics of vertebrate organisms
are thus summed up: Vertebrated animals alone
possess an internal jointed skeleton worked by out-
side muscles. The axis of this skeleton is a jointed
backbone (vertebral column) which encloses and
protects the nervous centres (cerebro spinal axis).
These structural phenomena thus justify the term,
backboned animals. Again, all vertebrates have a
number of their anterior vertebral joints enlarged
and consolidated into a box-like structure to form
the skull, which protects an accompanying enlarge-
ment of the nervous centre, the brain. Vertebrates
usually, but not always, possess a number of -posterior
or lower joints, likewise enlarged and consolidated
for the purpose of forming the pelvis which serves
as a firm support for the hind limbs. With few
exceptions, vertebrates possess two pairs of limbs.
The exceptions are of two kinds : the most primitive
fishes, amphioxus, and lampreys, which represent
the vertebrate condition before limbs were evolved;
and degenerate forms like snakes and some lizards,
which have lost their limbs through disuse.

This general plan of skeletal structure whioh
obtains throughout the entire range of the back-
boned family of animals strongly suggests, and in
fact is inexplicable without, the hypothesis of
common descent. But what follows not merely
suggests, but demonstrates, evolution from a single
ancestral stem. An extensive and elaborate com-
parison in the classificatory and developmental series
of backboned animals clearly demonstrates its
detailed structures as obvious modifications of one
primitive set of organs. In some instances an organ
Is enlarged, in others diminished; sometimes separate
bones are fused into one ; but despite all disguises,
the corresponding parts are almost invariably to be
detected.

This article would become too technical were we
to examine the entire skeleton. The limbs will serve
beat for the demonstration of our thesis, both because
their general structure is more familiar and because
in them the fundamental proofs of essential identity
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and adaptive modification are each clearly illustrated-
Animals mainly react on their environment through
the actions of their limbs, and these in turn are
greatly modified by the environment.

The fore-limb in man, monkeys, and some other
mammals is fairly free from the body, with the elboff
half way down the limb : but in herbivorous animals,
such as the horse, ox, and deer, the elbow is firmly
attached to the side of the body, and the limb is free
only from the elbow downwards. All gradations
between these structural extremes are met with’l
other departments of the vertebrate series. Th
free condition of the extremity was the earlier ore,
the modified limbs of the herbivorous animals repr0
senting an extreme adaptation associated wit
another to be presently pointed out.

Man, apes, and other mammals, and all reptu0
and birds, possess two bones in the fore-arm (ra~X0
and ulna). Animals departing more widely from t
primitive plan of structure, such as the horse an
ruminants, apparently possess one only. Two is *
normal and original number; but in these boot
guadrupeds the ulna has steadily dwindled, ana
now reduced to a small splint which is consolida O
with the radius, thus forming a process which exten”™
backwards to produce the point of the elbow,
the evolution of the horse, as revealed by its
tological history, every step in this reduction a
consolidation has been traced. 0

Again, the wrist of various mammals, ana ~
entire order of birds, comprises a smaller number
bones than that of man. Man possesses the nor »
number, which is eight. Where reduction
occurred, it lias usually taken the form of con»
dation.

In such cases the embryo usually shows the
still separate, thus revealing the ancestral STpe
The position of the wrist is also noteworthy— the
hand in man, monkeys, the bear family, an
entire order of limbed reptiles bends forward a
wrist, so that the tread is on the whole palm- j
in all the more specialised mammals the wristca .»
bend in this direction, and consequently ~1S1 Q.
cannot bo brought to the ground. The tread m "gjj
fore on the toes (digitigrade), and the wrist 18"
above the ground. In the horse, ox, and other
lates, the wrist is so elevated that it is scaii
recognised as a wrist at all, and is commonly ~a
the fore-knee. Comparative anatomists a&e a0O
homolo%ous organs should bear the same sClOajim®
name; but to use the term “hand” when  dld
with the lower animals would obwously lead wOd
fusion. They therefore employ Njicb
manus to indicate all those organs o_l_ﬁnlmals of »
correspond with the hand of man. € manuslmQ*
horse is about fiftcen inohes lomg ; While the oo
of the extinct reptilian pterodaotyl with an egla
of wing of twenty-five fset, was probably &

eight feet in length. ) . h-m W
he number of palm bones is entitled to a

€3

In fishes and in some extinct swimming rept*  ujd
wore, or are, numerous, but in the earliest ter® th0
unimals were reduced to five. Five is D $6

normal number in nearly all reptiles, and 1Uj Jjo0
mare geiitwahiaed maimijala. 1o thie dog Jiic”
are reduced to four, though the fifth.nsDf e/\go(IE
as an aborted dew-claw, thus indicating” th Ns-
of dwindling in the ancestry. The _
sesses five palm bones and toes; the Niph Potie:
has four, all of whioh function. Swine ¢ .10
but two lie behind the others, aro much - t%x)
never touch the solid ground—are in faC’”~ boat
less, except on marsh or bogland. The Pa
of bovino animals aro reduoed to tglvo1Eh aﬁ
solidate into one (canon bone), &

reduced to two efficient and two seless %\aﬂ*ﬁ‘ ‘%)
sheep and goats those rudiments have 1] JodI00 O
and finally, in the horse the toes ”~a” flISOnt-~ 0
one, although three palm bonesf are

" The Bir7l asTrfiiment arv Bﬁlmr i N>‘
threo fimm p0sSsesses three palm bW) -
ocofeionff N °ne oi hTNl°>t|t‘he thu d
occasionally bears a
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known reptilian birds, the long-extinct Archseoptery
carried three fingers at liberty which were all pro
viddwith claws.  And the evolutionary evidence n
deepened by the discovery that in the embryos of
contemporary birds the fingers are all free, as in the
IOBsil Archaedpteryx.

An excellent illustration of different adaptive
grdifications ® seeure the funetion ef Highé is

the lae™ s”yuctural changes undergone. by
nanus of flying animals. ~“The fiat™ flying

. DA
BPR l"3hEF ARG B, SO oy e wie
separation and the strt_a_tchinﬁ or (pfcero-
tawe.,, them. In eriinot flymgS 7
saers) one finger only is considerably em-a | ded
lengthened, and the flying mem ra - the three
between this finger. and the *in.’ ’nough, the
remaining fingers being free. Cano Iy~ fce golid
d'g't which has been modified :8 merely
structure of this reptile’s flying ja birds,
the elongated and enlarged little S ' ~ ~ the

on the contrary, the g@nus i§ consolidated
pgmost limit 10 provide a substantial basis for
attachments for the quills which form the flyin
P'ane, and which are themselves the extreme modi
“cations of the scales of reptiles.

*8 unnecessary to dilate qun the still grea ei
adaptive changes undergone in the swimming organs
8 whales, ichthyosaurs, or fishes. A visit 1
galleries of the Museum of Natural Histc
konth Kensington will enable the student to see at
a glance how organs of locomotion, that were a
constructed on a similar plan, have been modified to
auction in multitudinous ways.

Apassing glance at the hind-limbs of vertebrated
%thai‘:f reveals many interesting facts. The thigh
dialg * an>apes, bears, and other groups of mam

and all reptiles is freely suspended from the

& ~ne0 *s lar removed and halfway down
Torres! = This represents the earliest condition of
&ociaplal an'mal8 But in all the more highly

the b 1 §ed and sw*”er animals the knee approaches
the ¢° gmater and greater closeness, until in

horgg™l ,es”™ °l all, such as the ruminants and the
Iha ~ "8.k'gh UP on the side of the body.
Uan P°s*tion of the heel is also instructive. In
the; h”~ ey. and all extant reptiles, the tread is on
. iAo o . .
BEhYE BMitnars sOEH 5s (Ao S SR AR g
A) ®evated, and the tread is digitigrade.
e 8tyimitivé mammals were five-toed, but in the
Ag o (AREE such as the hoofed animals
I—ﬂhglﬂleérﬂﬁE 6’@8@% $ were steadily reduced in
p°s8e In the course of evolution. “If an animal
°r thn™ . fCur toes, it is usually the first (great toe
that is aborted or missing.  Hoofed
--ais are divisible into hyr° P~ g,”oeven
lartiodactyi) and odd-toed (penes,  jppOpOtamns, or
“ f in th P£av0t
b, as i e goat. Y hdHdd-ted PP £av0 LR
,bm the rhinooeros, or one, as wocene Tertiary

ese orders were develop®* a0 ancestor.
“ es>from a five-toed plantig horse has been

The evolutionary history of tn other verte-
. °re fully worked out than th 8ructure of this
amte’ The beautiful form made from

, “alis the outoome of sligh epoch to ®RPO0 »
% Ration to generation, and f form that Qun

N the earth’s history. ., T,26 Eobippn® of B rofef8°

b certainty be traced is the , ,erthan af >
witi®- This was an animal erviceable toes
YQM, Wwith hind t0eS,

In",. ..
titer EOQan additio A P
o ls AT T BIAS o e the BrpRiy

topOt,Shthc'V~Snishod from the Eohippus mainIK
arr:and gpjj “ appearance of the rudimentary fift
lac™\d thi At ’ -tn the succeeding Miocene period

; AVPBAR Ay Minhi These were
Hﬂ%ﬁ?onr'vr?gdgufbgtﬁ %eﬁ rg?zlé/l 5?@%%@ and possessed
~hoR06 devfii 0 toes on eaoh foot. Then in the
the g animalg°?@ the Protohippus and Pliohippus.

ass. jQ ‘jere larger still, reaching the size of

the former, the two side toes were
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shortening up, and the middle toe growing larger.
In the latter, the two side toes have dwindled to
splints. Lastly, only in the Quaternary appears the
true horse (Eqgnus caballus). The animal has in-
creased in size, its middle toe in strength, but its
side splints have grown smaller, albeit retaining
indubitable traces of its descent from a three-toed
ancestor.

What has been proved in the limb3 is equally
applicable to the skeleton in its entirety. To the
casual observer, the bodies of animals of separate
orders appear to differ fundamentally in plan. Com-
parative anatomy, on the contrary, demonstrates
their essential identity, however obscured by adap-
tive modifications. The simplest and most soientiQo,
in fact the only rational explanation of vertebrate
morphology and physiology is Haeckel’s and Spencer’s
concept of a primitive vertebrate, subject to the
increasing differentiation of surrounding circum-
stances, and consequently becoming more and more
modified by the necessities of varying modes of
existence.

Nature seldom or never appears to develop new
organs, but, if possible, adapts old ones to new
functions. It seems as though the methods of
Nature were rigidly determined by laws of growth.
In far-off Devonian days fishes were the sole repre-
sentatives of the vertebrate type of structure. The
vertebrate was then a swimming animal. As the
ages rolled on, conditions favored the introduction
of walking animals, and reptiles were developed.
With the evolution of the function of locomotion on
land, no new organ was produced for the purpose.
The swimming organ of the fish was modified into a
crawling limb. Time passes away, until in the
middle Jurassic birds make their entry upon evolu-
tion’s stage. W.ith their advent is witnessed the
appearance of a further wonderful function—that of
flight. It has been acutely remarked that we may
readily conjecture how man would have manu-
factured organs of flight if we recall the results of
his imagination as displayed in the angels of Chris-
tian art and the griffins of Greek mythology.”"1 Man
would have added organs of flight to already existing
parts, thus necessitating an alteration in the entire
structural plan. The sum-total of Force and Energy
to which we give the name of Nature has followed a
more economical method in merely adapting fore-
limbs for purposes of flight. She seems to say, If
you require wings you must sacrifice fore-feet; you
cannot have both without violating the laws of
morphology. And then, to crown the biological
edifice, man was evolved. His tactual appendages
are second only in importance to his brain. Never-
theless, he only gained possession of hands by sacri-
ficing his fore-feet. Thus we discern in the fin of
the fish, the fore-paw of a reptile or mammal, the
Eaddle of a whale, the wing of a bird, the arm and

and of man, the same primitive organ variously
modified to meet the changed requirements of life.

The numerous details reviewed in the foregoing
article are explicable in terms of organic evolution
alone. When thus interpreted, these phenomena
form an inter-dependent whole which blends har-
moniously together. But when surveyed from the
standpoint of special creation, these same pheno-
mena are reduced to a mere medley of curiosities and
coincidences, destitute of rhyme or reason alike.

T.F. P.

HER DESTINATION.

The uninspired idiot was descanting on the race suicide
situation. “Those,” he declared with conviction, “ who do
not marry in this world will bo married in the next.”

But,” interposed the bachelor girl who had once refused
him, “in heaven they neither marry nor are given in mar-
riage.”

I know it,” replied the idiot, seeking a toothpick and
withdrawing hastily.

Professor Joseph La Conte.
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Presbyterian Mummery.

The Presbyterians of Scotland frequently boast that their
system of religion is free from the complexities and adorn-
ments which are to be found in the Episcopalian system.
Presbyterians are accustomed to assert that their system is
superior to the Episcopal system because it is less ornate
and more simple. They also hold that their system is more
democratic than that of the Episcopalians in the matter of
management. They confidently point to rule by Presbytery
as being less autocratic than rule by individual bishops.

Now this attempt to retain the allegiance of the laity is a
very feeble thing. The points in which Presbyterians claim
superiority over Episcopalians are superficial and really in
the nature of red herrings drawn across the track. Let us
examine the Presbyterian system, and we shall find that in
the Presbytery the clerical element largely predominates.
The same remark applies to Synods and Assemblies. It is
true that in the Kirk Sessions there is only one clergyman,
who is always chairman; but, then, Kirk Sessions only
administer the affairs of individual congregations, and they
are stocked with lay members of the Church who usually
say ditto to the minister. “If a “stormy petrel ” occasion-
ally makes his appearance among the laymen, means are
quickly found to effectually repress him, and he finds his
position so uncomfortably hot that he soon relapses into
silence and probably retires from the deliberations of the
august body with which he is identified.

On the showing of representatives of both systems them-
selves, it is clear that the differences between them are
superficial and unessential, and the recent efforts that have
been made to secure union among Protestants are based on
the very plea that there is not really any substance in
these differences. Accordingly, we are justified in assuming
that in essentials both Presbyterian and Episcopalian
are at one.

There can be no doubt that, in every Protestant sect, the
great object of the clergy is to maintain clerical ascendency.
Every parson is a pope at heart. The Baptist and Congre-
gational communities for some time endeavored to conduct
their services without the aid of regularly ordained clergy-
men and solely by the ministrations of Church members
who had other occupations. But that system would not
work. The craving for spiritual advisers became so strong
that even among Baptists and Congregationalists the demand
for “men of God” who should devote themselves exclusively
to the affairs of the sanctuary and pastoral work, had to ba
acceded to.

That Presbyterian ministers are as insistent upon their
claims to recognition as the leading profession as the clergy
of any other denomination cannot for a moment be doubted.
One leading religionist calls theology the Queen of Sciences,
and clergymen are therefore her courtiers. We can find
plenty of Presbyterian mummery at the ordination of a
Presbyterian minister—one of the most “ solemn ” functions
that can be imagined. The dear brother is set apart by the
laying on of hands. He is prayed over. Another dear
brother preaches one sermon of advice to him and another
to his prospective congregation. This latter gentleman
invariably informs the assembly that the ministry is the
greatest, most honorable, and most responsible vocation to
which any man can bo called, because he is “ called of God.”
And nobody laughs—at least openly.

But surely lawyers and doctors must on occasion laugh
in their sleeves at this kind of flatulent rubbish. Let us ask
with unbiased minds what purpose the existence of such a
profession as the clergy serves ? By their training they have
no knowledge of tho practical side of life, and | cannot think
of a more ludicrous scene than that of a boy of twenty-two
or twenty-three getting up and lecturing white-haired men
and women, and telling them how they ought to live. Tho
clergy profess to be followers of Christ; but he had an occu-
pation other than that of preacher. Ho was a cirponter as
well. If tho clergy had to work for their living and earn
their bread liko other people, they might havo some little
claim to speak to peoplo about life; but they would, with
iacreasod knowledge, havo a livelier appreciation of tho
truth that “silence is golden." Scotland has suffered from
her religion: she has always benefited by her philosophy.
And gradually the peoplo aro removing the galling yoko of
religious servitude.

Simple Sandy.

Correspondence.

“J. B" v. J. P
“The Power, and the Glory, For ever and ever. Amen.”
TO TUB EDITOU OK “ TUB KRBBTIIINKEK.”
Sib,—Never does a paper become moro nauseating than
when it aesumes, on tho pedestal of public morals and
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religion, an attitude of virtuous indignation. Not Ipass*
among these is “ John Bull "—* John Bull ” who ebampi®9
middle-class common sense, and apparently middle-cla®3
virtues and religion.

A short time ago Mrs. Besant was “ exposed,” and 0
to appear before her judges—Horatio & Co. She natural)
took no notice of this palpable journalistic trick to obtain a
good headline; and for some time our Streatham Comm®
bulldog snarled and growled at her, until eventually Bm
other lamp-post attracted his attention. And now it is onG®
again John Pigott who is creating good middle-class copy
and indignation.

The knowledge | possess of J. P. and his following 81
in spite of their extremely Christian rules of life, they f°r
a peaceful and law-abiding community. Therefore t
points | should liko you, Mr. G. W. Foote (the editor of
I believe to be the only honest journal in this country
| say this, with absolute sincerity and after having re”
the Freethinker for seven years), to allow me to PQ
0 u oo

That “ John Bull,” by the act of making much coin ~
of having forced the Bishop’s hand to uufrock Pigott, is
only toadying to, and trading on, the Christian Church,
is talking claptrap. For, from Bishop to deacon throug
this country, how many are there who have not persist®1
and religiously broken one or more of tho Thirty-1
Articles of Religion, aud therefore equally deserve the h°
of not being taken for “a clerk in holy orders ” ? i

To economise space lot me skip the catch-penny 11~
lines and get to the main point—the charges broughi

J. B.” against J. P. 6,

1. “ Promiscuous immoral intercourse.” |, as an ai
however, maintain that J. P. has chapter aud verse an
whole Bible behind him to support his mode of living. *
Bible, do | say,—the very book that those who an“° u &
him, by order of John Bull,” live upon like parasites
hog's back. INiidb

2. That orgies take place in the Abode of Love 1of
resemble the llove-feasts ’ of the shameless days iﬁf)
Emperor Nero,” and that these are termed “ The ”°
of tho Master.” This is a truly Christian perverse n

ry from the Bishop's standpoint.  Really, “y-  fix
you also pilfer from the Christian larder of lies * "efg
Bacchanalia, not even in the days of Petronius and * g
sank to such sluttish filthiness as the * Iove fcas >
the first worshipers of Christ, Read - Jmp,
your Christian Fathers, and your Ch stlan eccl05|ast

writers. . .
That J. P. indulges in

"Blasphemous Chants.” f I
shouldn t he in his own house ? I, as an Atheist, reP,
blasphemy root and branch; for, once admit blaspb*
against J. P., and ovory Freethinker in England w
threatened. If a man cannot sing what he likes in b>8
house, and if tho law is set in motion to prevent him *
so, then, indeed, aro wo nearer the Star Chamber aU
Inquisition thau even tho “ Bournemouth Corporation
joys ” would like us to be.

4. That J. P. swindles his victims by “having firg8*
tised them by his ecclesiastical love-making.” The ao
Catholic Church, which is a power in this land, 4,
thousands of men aud women—chiefly women—&C A 4,
not by lovo-making only, but by bullying, threats»1 <
and purgatory. Is thoro also so very mneb <
between a spouse of J. P. and a spouso of J. C.? " “L,r-
turn your attention from tho Spaxtou doorstep to tho
post of the Vatican, mY dear Toby ? tier o

And then to cap all this wo read “ If the strict
tho law does not quito apply, then in a case oft 1 j
acter it must bo strained. Tho police must bo in3tra®|or;
act....... ” And all this because hg won't give IIP uCot *
Oh, dear ! oh, dear I"whyits” ju§f"4+ke reading
source of Englands greatness—to lie for tbe Stetd

Glory” of J. C.; to do injustice

“Circulation ” of “J. B.”1 However, lot us Re.
proper, just liko tho poopl in Tooting, Peckbam 8

I3

Long-acre. Perhaps ht afterr a #jo"
BISh%pS thrown in, paud wé Lhe W'ﬁ{%% Athos s, i
therefore, dearly boloved brothren, let him ope ™ h -
Acts xii. 21!, 24 : " And immediately tho

Glorve JJollu Pigott] because ho gave no« - ,jdS
But the w1l eateu of worms, ami gave WP ‘]« t

for one ow multiplied.”

This >*
N S

one, am afraid of; hence this letter |

REHBER0 U4 BreidUSeP RO SURo R B & - 0

ponder.t’« l«»  °1° *ke aBt(>give- Tho substance oftb  Oftc

thH’m 1 j%rﬁ)ﬂefﬂg Io%lgn\%?yccr:ﬁggr\r/llrtue onthe ;"
know hi, gerS Thoygo for him when they
isnodat'm’ of >>0|mE0rtance and theyalsoka

mno danger in attacklng him.-EoiTon.j
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A Yicar’s Tribute to Ferrer.

LF\’_ev. P. E. T. Widdington, Vicar of St. peter’s, Coventry,
publishes the following in the November number O

*“ Parish Magazine.” It is so unusual a thing to come from
the pen of a clergyman that we venture to reproduce it for
our own readers, who will doubtless be glad to have 1
brought to their attention.]

4 amtold that much adverse criticism has been aroused by
Recent sermon of mine, and by the playing, after service, i
the Dead March in memory of Senor Ferrer. The grounds
1 which | asked the congregation to take part in this
~femony were stated in my sermon. They were groan s
li/'cb’in the years past when England stood for liber y o
‘bought and championed the cause of oppressed peoples,
weuld have been deemed sufficient by the great majority o
fellow countr?/men: tho grounds that Ferrer was the
‘otim of a judicial murder instigated by the foes of re igious
and political freedom. Not for one moment did | imagine
hat | was committing the congregation to an expression ot
%R?athy, with Senor Ferrers teaching on religion and
polIcs, = @ s monstrous to assert, as It is being asserted
~ at the trilbubl® thai was paid to the memory of a biatie
“an who died at tho hands of tyrants, is tantamount to
yhipathy with opinions he may have held. The fact t a
“e great leaders of the Free Churches such as the Rev. r
» Meyer, the Rev. R. J. Campbell, and Dr. Clifford have
oentified themselves with the demonstrations of protest
,?a'nst Ferrer’s execution, confutes such an assertion. _And
h”her, as far as | am ablo to discover, the opinions
“lanbuted to the dead man by an anonymous writer in the
U\urday lieview, and which have been disseminated as

FhRRVCRR, Yellow -

CITer It is true that he was an Agnostic and that the
% he established were secular schools—that is, schcols
ich, according to the testimony of one who knew him
t), 5e"8'°us teaching was given. Butl am loth to believe
Jv .enlightenod Christians to-day would withhold toeir
A ‘'ration of the moral greatness of sucha man as Lord
. orley because ho does not share their religious beliefs, and
written books against the Faith. Nay, there is no doubt in
IN\L ta,nd that tho refusal of privilege of burial within
®stminster Abbey to that last of the great Victorians,
fet> Meredith, on the ground of his religious boliefs, was
conMnant t0 the educated Christian conscience of this
Polifry* extraordinary ebullition of religious an
iuiZ ,cal higetry, and the support, for party reasons, of the

tEttOF*jB.adminiStration of Senor Maura and hIS clerical
i destin U’eS DOt rePre8ent tho traditions of Englaud. It is
“y the bJ whether the poisoning of the minds of the people
Ptfe sOr- aiue'ess mendacity of tho Yellow Press is nota
k 0 Drink” luonaco to our national life than the ravages of

. tho n,a- afflc’ Oaly last week, a responsible journal
QS aai,dacity to publish a message from its correspondent

Gﬂéﬂin to the effect that tho Spanish people were not
at theNEI N thelDitANAMBERIDS the governmett, and this
\l;%er \rty moment when a large part of the leninsu at' wa
8 Mart>al Law, and the government of Senor Mau a

~IrB@~fled from power ! Ly e
in to believe that English people have lost their faith

nation®10118 and political freodom, or that tho body of t o

Al IO, (Agerh B TsesIgeanoliE e pARTSt and ML68t
other ast word. Remember, tho fight in Spain and tue
holfQUntries of i t i Rol'f on’ . £
/@ ,O\I)%ﬁjne'sl'he f%ﬁof)se algsiirr]gt gearllrgg ism,o thepPJomt o¥
jj ‘oalistn~ wi°°bs on £fle Church as a vested interest.

«Q®ous bodi V' r°ver it is found, and it penetrates into all
ry of timCS 18 ££le £0° of tho Christian religion, and the

falhave ““opeophi.
“*Dred coa Iny «ay, and not all tho columns of manu-
sP°ndence will draw me.
Another Convert.
iSST .
7 ARYReichwald of tho American ¢ a ono of tho
teviv',U Chicago, was led by curiosity to» t Armory by

Qyw footings hold in tho Seventh a medium-
«¢g» Smith. He writes us: “ Magnetism. Ho

I R e ™
6 dt

|r'1j{il"fA \%\}gﬁngeﬁ?rwgerph\(/)v ré[ﬁd ffd ptlﬁ'ese stories. lot
"“totals tn° 08 cryiDy himself when he is telling them
ysterieM Uloir emotions. Thoy break down and go

and J. ~ 10.80 the meeting formed into a pro-
arched into what is known as the Red Light
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District. | never knew before where that was; | know it
now. All the tough saloons and concerts halls were doing
a rushing business. Every house was closed where the
revivalist thought of making converts. The places were
crowded with customers; they could not hold any more,
so they locked the doors. He himself would sing such
songs as ‘ Where Is My Wandering Boy To-night ?” in order
to get his hearers in a melancholy mood. The revival was
gotten up by local ministers to inject new life into their
religion, which has been on the wane for some time.” Mr.
Reichwald tells a joke at his own expense. When he got to
the Armory in which the revival was going on he found the
place full and the doors closed, and not being able to get in
from the front way he walked to the rear, where the police
were taking out the fainting and hysterical, and doing some
reviving of a different sort. When the door opened to let
them out with a man in a faint, Reichwald slipped in. He
found Gypsy on an elevated platform near the centre of the
hall. As the seats were all taken, Reichwald had to keep
his feet. Just then the revivalist appealed to all in the
crowd to stand up who wanted Jesus. Turning toward
Reichwald, and asking if there were any in that quarter to
rise, he espied the secretary standing; whereupon he shouted
in avoice audible a block away: “ Here is a brother that
wants Jesus. God bless you brother, you are saved.” Every
eye in the place was turned on Reichwald, who, though
embarrassed, took the dose fairly well. He is now receiving
“ congratulations ” from all friends on his conversion by
Gypsy Smith.— Truthaeeker (New York).

NO HURRY ABOUT IT,

An old Kansas citizen, who had been henpecked all his
life, was about to die. His wife felt it her duty to offer him
such consolation as she might, and said: “John, you are
about to go, but I will follow you.” “ 1 suppose so, Manda,”
said the old man weakly, “ but so far as | am concerned you
don’t need to be in any blamed hurry about it.”

IMARGARITA’S SOUL.”

The parable of the laborers in the vineyard who at the
latest hour received the same wage as those who had
worked the entire day Margarita rejected as unfair and
absurd. “But, my dear,” said her mentor, “it had the
approval of our Lord.”

“He was probably not one of the ones who had worked
all day, then,” Margarita replied blandly.

AN IDEAL JURYMAN.

Judge : “ You are a freeholder ?”

Talesman: “ Yes, sir, | am.”

“ Married or single ?”

“ Married three years last June.”

“ Have you formed or expressed any opinion ?”
“ Not for three years, your Honor.”

EQUIVOCAL.

There was doubt in the faces of the women of the con-
gregation when the minister announced: “Tho Mothers'
Meeting will be held next Wednesday evening at the home
of Mrs. Smith. Ladies wishing to qualify as members
of the Society should meet the pastor in his study.”

SURE TO BE UNENCUMBERED.

When Phillips Brooks sailed from America on his last trip
to Europe, a friend jokingly remarked that while abroad he
might discover some new religion to bring home with him.

‘But bo careful of it, Bishop Brooks,” remarked a listen-
ing friend. “ It may be difficult to get your new religion
through the custom house.”

‘I guess not,” replied the Bishop laughingly, “for we
may take it for granted that any new religion popular
enough to import will have no duties attached to it.”

JUDICIAL NOTE.
Prosecuting Attorney (Frozen Dog): “Your honor, the
sheriff’s bull pup has gone and chawed up the court Bible.”
Judge: “ Well, make the witness kiss the bull pup, then !
V\_/glcan’t adjourn court for a week just to hunt up a new
Bible.”

RADICAL CURE.

Bill: “ 1 never sleep at Sunday chapel any more.”
Jack : “ Broken yourself of the habit ?”

Bill: “ No ; quit goin’.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday,
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
| ndoor.
Istington Branch N. S. 8. (Secular Hall, Church-street, Upper-
street, N.) : 7.30, J. Kowney, “ The Sermon on the Mount.”
Kingston-on-Thames Humanitarian  Sociuty (Flfe HaII, Fife-
road) : F. A. Davies, “ Religion and Life.” ) )
g)Mln_or), Barking-

West Ham Branch . S. 8. (PUblIC Hall |
r(%ag, gannlng Town): 7.30, C. Cohen, “ The Origin and Decay
od”

0
Outdoor.

stington Branch N.S.S. (Highbury Corner): 12 (noon),

Sidney Cook, “ The Life of Jesus.” Packington-street, Essex-

road, 12 (noon), Walter Bradford, a Lecture.
COUNTRY.

| ndoor.
Edinburgh Secular Society (Club Rooms, 12 Hill-square):
6 30, Debate between Mr. Maclaren and J. G. Bowie, “ Does the

Creation Story agree with Science?” .

Glasgow Secular Society (Hall, 110 Brunswick-street): J. M.
Robertson, 12 (noon), “ Aspects of the Population Question”;
6.30, “ Christian Scholarship and Christ.”

L eicester Secular Society (Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate):
6.30, J. McCabe, “The Evolution of Morality—Il. The
Threshold of Civilisation.” Lantern illustrations.

Liverpool Branch N. S. S. (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square) :
7, H. Percy Ward, “ Heaven and How to Escape It.”

Manchester Branch N.S.S. ﬁecu!ar Hall, Rusholme-road,
All Saints): Ernest Evans, 3, “ Uranium and the Age of the
Earth 630, “ Animals Ancient and Modern.” Tea at 5.

Newcastle Rationalist Debating Society (Vegetarlan Cafe,
Nelson-street): 7.30, T. T. Lodge, “ Intolerance.”

Nottingham Branch N. S. S. "(Cobden Hall, Peachey-street):
7.30, F. R. Chasty, “ Christian Socialism a Fraud, a Delusion,
and a Snare.”

South Shields Branch N. S. S. (above Tram Hotel, Market-
place) ; 7.30, Important Business Meeting; Lecture arrange-

ments.

FLOWERS of FREETHOUGHT
By G. W. FOOTE.

First Series, cloth . . e 2. (d
Second Series, doth - ¢ . 2 b 6d

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon Street, E.C.

WORKS BY G. W. FOOTE,

IBLE ROMANCES. Popular edition, with Portrait, paper
6d., post 2£d.  Superior edition (160 pages), cloth 20,
post 2%d.

CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS. )
edition. Recommended by Mr. Robert Blatchford in
and My Neighbor. Id., post Jd.

CHRISTIANITY AND SECULARISM. Four Nights' Publio

Debate with the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Is. ;

doth Is. 6d., post 2d.
COMIC SERMONS AND OTHER FANTASIAS. 8d., post Id.
DARWIN ON OOD. Containing all the passages in the works
of Darwin bearing on the subject of religion.” 6d., post Id.
DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH. Three hours’ Address to the
Jury before Lord Coleridge. With Special Preface and
many Footnotes. 4d., post Id.

aper,

DROPPING THE DEVIL: and Other Free Church Per-

formances. 2d., post id.

FLOWERS OF FREETHOUGHT. First Series, doth, 2s. 6d.,
post 3d. Second Series, cloth 2s. 6d., post 3d.

GOD SAVE THE KINO. An English Republican's Coronation
Notes. 2d., post id.

HALL OF SCIENCE LIBEL CASE, with Full and True
Account of the “ Leeds Orgies.” 3d., post Id.

INTERVIEW WITH THE DEVIL. 2d., postid.

INGERSOLLISM DEFENDED AGAINST ARCHDEACON
FARRAR. 2d., post id.

JOHN MORLEY AS A FREETHINKER.
LETTERS TO THE CLERGY. (128 pp.).

2d., post id.
Is., post 2d.

LIE IN FIVE CHAPTERS.;d or, Hugh Prloe Hughes' Con-

verted Atheist. Id., post id.

MRS, BESANT’S THEOSOPHY.
2d., post id.

A Candid Criticism

aHE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, L
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BUSINESS CARDS.

Short advertisements are inserted under this heading at the rate

of 2s. per half inch and 3s. 6d. per inch. No advertisement

under this heading can be less than 2s. or extend beyond ae
inch.  Special terms for several continuous insertions.

FREETHOUGHT BADGES.—The new N. S. S. Badge Design
is the French Freethinkers’ emblem—a single Pansy flone e
Button shape, with strong pin. Has been the means of m»”l

pleasant introductions. Price, single. 2d., postage Id.; tn
or more post free.  Reduction to Branches.—N.S.S. SecbetaB ’
2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

Almanack

WANTED.—Copies of National Secular Society’s )
for 1890 and 1894 for office use. Also copy Crimes if
Christianity, G. W. Foote; Hebrew and Christian Recor s<
Dr. Giles. State price and condition to N. S. S. Secretary*
2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C. -

HARRY BOULTER, Loysian Offices, 108 City-road (¢“j
floor), is now prepared to receive Tailoring Orders ot
descriptions at moderate prices. Will wait upon custom
with patterns on receipt of postcard.

CHRISTMAS NUMBER~0YThe Truthseeker now realty
Fifteen copies for twelve penny stamps. Nothing e
like it on earth. Fully illustrated.—A. Dyson, 696 Bo
road, Bradford.

THREE PAIRS OF TROUSERS to measure for 21s-
creating a sensation wherever they go ~ Let me send w
patterns and self-measure form—H. M. Wiison, NortB
side-terrace, Bradford. L

Second and cheaper

I AM FISHING for your orders, but with this line ydJg
me. High-class Rainproof Overcoat to measure for ”
New designs. Patterns free.—J. W. Gott, 28 Obu

bank, Bradford.

DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH

BY

G W, FOOTE*

Price FOURPENCE. Postfree FIYEPENO®

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle street, Farringdon.Street

., Qoir
MY RESURRECTION. A Missing Chapter from tne Q
_/\LD

of Matthew. 2d., post id.
PECULIAR PEOPLE. An Open Letter to Mr. Justice
Id., post id.
PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM. 3d., poBtid-
REMINISCENCES OF CHARLES BRADLAUGB-
post Id* post»4’
ROME OR ATHEISM? The Great Alternative. ~NOA
SALVATION SYRUP; or, Light on Darkest Engl»D'
Reply to Genoral Booth. 2d., post id. to J
SECULARISM AND THEOSOPHY. A Rejoinder

Besant. 2d., post id. Pd
THE GRAND OLD BOOK, A Reply io the Gandlv ,
YHon. Fom "r% in danh

An Exhaustive Answer to the Righ
!mpr%gnable Rock of Holy Scripture. Is
is. 6d., post lid. e«
THEH AhTHEllsdT SHo_dEMAKER and the V- Bngb
ughes. Id., post id.
J P Letter 0 P*

THE IMPOSSIBLE CREED. An Open !
Magee on the Sermon on the Mount.  2d., P°f 5~ 0

THE SIGN OF THE CROSS. A Candid Criticise
Wilson Barret’s Play. 6d., post lid.

THE DYING ATHEIST. A Story. Id., post id-
THE NEW CAGLIOSTRO. An Open Letter -
Blavatsky. 2d., post id. tares of

THE PASSING OF JESUS. Tho Last Adven

FirBt Messiah. 2d., post id. ithe
WAS JESUS INSANE? ASearchin%]lnquiry »Vjd,

Condition of tho Prophet of Nazareth. Id.. PO915
IS AGNOSTICISM? -------T'a“f"at'?”; €5
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SOCIETY

(LIMITED)
Company Limited by Guarantee.
Registered Office—2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON. E.C.
Chairman of Board of Directors—Mr. G. W. FOOTE.
Secretary—Miss E. M. VANCE.

acciu “°c’ety waa formed in 1898 to afford legal security to the
) and application of funds for Secular purposes. =
Obip  Memorandum of Association seta forth that the Society’s
should vaFe —”0 Prom°te the principle that human conduct
fiatur | v based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super-
sad of u le™ auch human welfare in this world is the proper
TO  ah thought and action. To promote freedom of inquity.
Plete OIno’e universal Secular Education. To promote the com-
lawfnlS°ulari<a«on of the State, etc., etc, . d to do all such
bojg ‘hmgs as are conducive to such objects. Also to have,

rbe'n'ﬂ); e’ reta'n any sums of money paid, given, devised
%e Suea™ed by any p_erso%, andS to emp?o%ll ?he szﬂne r%or any of
Th rj}i?os?s the Society. = . . . .
should #I™*hty of members is limited to £1, in case the Society
h&hilltsever bé wound up and the assets were insufficient to cover
Me 'fs amost unlikely contingency,
yoarlv T 8  atl entrance fee of ten’shillings, and a subsequent
The r*hscription of five shillings.
‘arger bOClety has a considerable number of members, but amuch
ainednuml:>er ia desirable, and it is hoped that some will be
it pa ..amongst those who read this announcement. ~ All who join
its re XTate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of
tiotl forces. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa-
te g +no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from
anv "~ °clety, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in

Tb swhatever.

direct S°cioty's attairs are mana%ed by an elected Board of

Imelvp018' insisting of not less than five and not more than
members, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) each year,

Under the Ban of the
THE

POPULAR

but are capable of re-election. An Annual General Meeting of
members must be held in London, to receive the Report, elect
new Directors, and transact any other business that may arise.

Being a du(f}/ registered body, the Secular Society, "Limited,
can receive donations and bequests with absolufe security.
Those who are_in a position to do so are invited to make
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favor in their
wills.  On this point there need not be the slightest aﬁprehensmn.
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The executors
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary course of
administration. No objection of any kind has been” raised in
connection with any of the wills by which the Society has
already been benefited.

The Society’s solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battcock, 23
Rood-lane, Fenchurch-street, London, E.C.

A Form of Bequest—The following is a sufficient’)form of
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators:—* 1 give and
“ bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited, the sum of £-----
“ free from Lega(f:y Duty, and | direct that a receipt signed by
“ two members of the Board of the said Society and the Secretary
“ thereof shall be a good discharge to my Executors for the
“ said Legacy.”

Friends of the Society who have remembered it in”their wills,
or who intend to do so, should formally notlg/ the Secretary of
the fact, or send a private intimation to the_Chairman, who "will
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential. This is not necessary,
but it is advisable, as willS sometimes get lost or mislaid, and
their contents have to be established by competent testimony.

London County Council.
EDITION

[Revised and Enlarged)

“BIBLE ROMANCES"

G. W. FOOTE.

With a Portrait of the Author

e  Reynolds's Newspaper says:—“ Mr. G W Foote, ohairman of the Secular Society, IS well known & a ran of

~optional ability. His Bible Romances have had a large sale in the original edition.

A popular, revised, and

J larged edition, at the price of 6d., has now been published by the Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-
oi eet>London, for the Secular Society. Thus, within the reach of almost everyone, the ripest thought of the leaders

Modern opinion are boing placed from day to day.”

114 Large

Double-Column Pages, Good Print,

Good Paper

SIXPENCE—NET

IBE pioneer press, 2 Newcastle street, farringdon street, London, e.c.

Reminiscences of Charles Bradiatigli

BY

G. W. FOOTE.

Mo most intimate thing ever written about Bradlaugh.
0 great “ Iconoclast” during many exciting years, with a p

Mr. Foote’s personal recollections of
age on his attitude in the presence

1 death, and an account of his last appearance as President of the National Secular Society.

Pu&LISHED AT SIXPENCE REDUCED TO TWOPENCE.

(Postage Halfpenny.)

PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.O.
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NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY.

President: G. W. FOOTE.

Secretary : Miss E M. Vance, 2 Newcastle-st., London, E.C.

Principles and Objects.
Secutarism teaches that conduct should be based on reason
and knowledge. It knows nothing of divine guidance or
interference; it excludes supernatural hopes and fears; it
regards happiness as man's proper aim, and utility as his
moral giuide.

Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible through
Liberty, which is at once a right and a duty; and therefore
seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest equal freedom of
thought, action, and speech.

Secularism declares that theology is condemned by reason
as superstitious, and by experience as mischievous, and
assails it as the historic enemy of Progress.

Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition; to
spread education; to disestablish religion; to rationalise
morality; to promote peace; to dignify labor; to extend
material well-being; and to realise the self-government of
the people.

Membership.
Any person is eligible as a member on Bigning the
following declaration :—
“| desire to join the National Secular Society, and I
pledge myself, if admitted as a member, to co-operate in
promoting its objects.”

Occupation
Dated this............... day of . 100........

This Declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary
with a subscription.
P.S.—Beyond a minimum of Two Shillings per year, every
member is left to fix his own subscription according to
his means and interest in the cause.

Immediate Practical Objects.

The Legitimation of Bequests to Secular or other Free-
thought Societies, for tho maintenance and propagation of
heterodox opinions on matters of religion, on tho same
conditions as apply to Christian or Theistic churches or
organisations.

Tho Abolition of tho Blasphemy Laws, in order that
Religion may bo canvassed as freely as other subjects, with-
out fear of fine or imprisonment.

The Disestablishment and Disendowment of tho State
Churches in England, Scotland, and Wales.

The Abolition of all Religious Teaching and Bible Reading
in Schools, or other educational establishments supported
by tho State.

Tho Opening of all endowed educational institutions to tho
children and youth of all classes alike.

Tho Abrogation of all laws interfering with tho freo uso
of Sunday for the purpose of culturo and recreation ; and tho
Sunday opening of State and Municipal Museums, Libraries,
and Art Galleries.

A Reform of tho Marriage Laws, especially to secure
equal justice for husband and wife, and a reasonable liberty
and facility of divorce.

Tho Equalisation of tho legal status of men and women, so
that all rights may bo independent of sexual distinctions.

Tho Protection of children from all forms of violence, and
from tho greed of those who would make a profit out of their
premature labor.

Tho Abolition of all hereditary distinctions and privileges,
fostoring a spirit antagonistic to justico and human
brotherhood.

Tho Improvement by all just and wise means of tho con-
ditions of daily life for tho masses of tho people, especially
in towns and cities, where insanitary and incommodious
dwellings, and tho want of open spaces, causo physical
weakness and discaso, and tho deterioration of family life.

Tho Promotion of tho right and duty of Labor to orgnniso
itself for its moral and economical advancement, and of its
claim to legal protection in such combinations.

Tho Substitution of tho idea of Reform for that of Punish-
ment in tho treatment of criminals, so that gaols may no
longer be places of brutalisation, or oven of mere detention,
but places of physical, intellectual, and moral elevation for
those who arc afflicted with anti-social tendencies.

An Extension of tho moral law to animals, so as to sccuro
them humano treatment and legal protection ngainst cruolty.

Tho Promotion of Peace between nations, and tho substi-
tution of Arbitration for War in tho settlement of inter-
national disputes.
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America’s Freethought Newspaper.

THE TRUTH SEEKER-
FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, 1873,
CONTINUED BY E. M. MACDONALD, 1883-1909.

G. E. MACDONALD......cootiiitiiee e
L. K. WASHBURN ..., E ditorial ContribW0®
ScnscupiioN R ates.
Single subscription in advance $3.00
Two new subscribers 500
One subscription two years in advance 5.00

To all foreign countries, except Mexico, 50 cents per annum

Subscriptions for any length of time under a year, at the rate
'¢5 cents per month, may be begun at any time.
Freethinkers everywhere are invited to send for specimen cope
which are free.

THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY,

Publishers, Dealers in Freethought Books,
Vesey Street, New York,

TRUE MORALITY;

Or, Tho Theory and Practice of Reo-Malthu8lanB 1

is, | RELIEVE,

THE BEST BOOK
ON THIS SUBJECT.

8uper/ine Large-paper Edition, 176 pages, tilth Portrait ana &
graph, bound in cloth, gllt lettered, post free Is. a copll-

ncA

in order that it may have a large circulation, and to briD®
within the reach of the poor, | have issued
A POPULAR EDITION IN PAPER COVERS-
A oopy of this edition post free for 2d. A dozen oopieo- *r
tribntion, post free for one shilling.

The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, s»wyo /&'
Holmes's pamphlet....... is an almost unexceptional 8, did>
af the Neo-MalthusianIBm theory and praotioe.......and tn jjf,
out appeals to moral feeling....... The speoial value
Holmes's sarvioe to the Neo-Malthusian cause and to el
well-being generally iS just his combination in ks s~ 3
of a plain statement of the physioal and moral need fg*~ tk
limitation, with a plain aooount of tho means by whfgb
secared, and an offer to all oonoorned of the requiSite
lowest p035|ble prices." p-

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drya3 *g
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very bigh &

Orders should be sent to the author,

J R HOLMES, EAST HANNEY, WANT*

PAMPHLETS by C. COHEN-

Foreign Missions d

Delusions
Full of facts and figures.

An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics ==
Principles of ethics, based on the doctrine of EvolutlOn

Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity =
Christianity and Social Ethics
Pain and Providence ...

their Dangers »n(*

6i

The Pioneer Press, 2 Nowcastle-street, Farringd°n’étr

A NEW (THE THIRD) EDI

OF
FROM FICTION TO
By F. BONTE.

(Issued by the Secular Society, Lim~»

REVISED AND ENLARGED-
SHOULD BE SOATTERED BROADO

sf.

SIXTY-FOUR PAGES- y

PRICE ONE PENNY,
JR

This Pioneer P rknh, 2 Ncwcastle-stroct, FarriniidJon”™ ~ /

Printed and Publishod by the Fionub Press, 2 Nowoaatlo-atroot, London, E.O.



