Freethinker

Edited by G.

Vor< X xix— No. 46

Spooks—OIld and New.
Gon
2 ﬁog"d Shosts belong to the same great family.
sor% of " 11 a~tle sort of a God, and a God is a big
lagbosi. This may sound flippant to some
but the students of Anthropology and Evolution
*in°ot think it so. It may sound strange to some
ars. but truth is often strange, and, as Byron said,
anger than fiction. , f
Christians worship spooks. Jehovah was at first
call1’8ll carried about in a box, which was grandiose y
.Jed the Ark of the Covenant; the said Covenant
t@ng ratified by blood-rites such as circumcision and
ihe Orifice of the firstborn. Afterwards he became
. P°ok,—which is a step in advance, for a spoo”
ANM1Gand active, which a fetish is not, and on the
Il ~ becoming a deity. Jehovah as a spook walked
talked with Adam and Eve in the Garden ol
u fr visited and dined with Abraham, wrestled all
S t with Jacob, and granted a view of his back
£ r to Moses. Since then he has become God
®father of the Christian Trinity.
an.080s Christ started as a human baby, gnd lived
y ,'ed as a human being, True, he worked
bRia 8> but miraoles were as common as black-
and for hundreds of years afterwards;
cV S they still happen at Lourdes and other
» H e places of pilgrimage. Christians never
- a)enged the miracles of Paganism; they simply
lbeir W#ho_s_e miracles to the power of the Devil,
miracles (of course) being wrought by the
H @ﬁ‘]oeff G od . fipus the miracles_of Jesus Christ,
devil rea”™?r imaginary, did not make him God
)> the°~e*In™° Nat di8nity after his death. It
jbgber.  resurrection that advanced him a step
‘be a‘* And what was the resurrection ? It was
exftaic 8aljance of his spook to his apostles, and
ftideed fiT*68 their acquaintance. We may say,
>008 j at Christianity is the worship of the
t > cism e&sUsadem Ghost; who got out of the way of
S j Ot Thy sailing aloft and sitting at the right
~d the >ovah, thus placing God the Father and
, “he +u<°il tor ever side by side.

0 (btedIU(l Person °f the Christian Trinity is un-
~bog”™. y a ghost. It is called a ghost—the Holy

ahd8 ' and all its appearances have been singular

autnan>or at I0ast non-human. It appeared

?”?f JeaQOIMy.and indescribably at the annunciation

> ti8llla. brist’s birth ; it appeared as a dove at his

;if fire 0 IQ bbe Jordan ; it appeared as cloven tongues

o the day of Pentecost; and it was supposed

of i7"Jthe goose which waddled in the van of
~bri8f ° OBt foolish of the foolish Crusades.

atber E)]Ianity and epookology are thus identical; or
%y are related to each other as bacon is to
"all pork not being bacon, but all bacon being

ti,
Tr8lon,tlle Gbristian clergy, like all other clergy, as
Jhiay Hrag® rernaEied, are simply fighters of spooks.
Cxctch Ko< fioite as bad as they were when all the
, U HARH8 IR Ghristendom YRR to SCare
tbB iey’s comet,—which, by the way, did go-
1.47T0|reo © f time. But they still talk of gods,
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who™ get angry with us; of devils, who are always
seeking to do us a mischief; and of male and female
saints, who can do us good turns if they are properly
supplicated, and adequately financed. The devils, or
black spooks, wero once believed to take up their
quarters now and then in the bodies of men, women,
or children ; and turning them out of their human
lodgings was a recognised part of ecclesiastical busi-
ness. Exorcists were seldom unemployed. Even in
our thrice respectable Church of England, the
casting out of devils was duly provided for. The
seventy-second Canon, which has never been repealed,
provides that no clergyman must cast out devils
without the written permission of the bishop of his
diocese. Exorcism was thus regulated, but not
abolished.

Winning for us the favor of one set of spooks, and
protecting us from the malice of another set of
spooks, is the special function of priests. All the
other functions they claim nowadays really belong to
the doctor, the statesman, the moralist, and the
schoolmaster. The gentlemen of the Black Army,
which has many divisions, earn their living by pro-
pitiating or terrifying spooks. The propitiating is
done with cash; the terrifying is done with mystio
spells. “ We have an army of red coats,” said Fox,
‘to fight the French ; and an army of black coats to
fight the Devil—of whom he standeth not in awe.”
One would think that whistling would keep off devils
as well as a parson, but one could hardly expeot the
clergy to take the same view of the matter. They
have to reckon with the hard law of self-preservation.
Consequently, they declare that the spooks are real,
and that they are the only persons who can keep
them off. They cannot show a single specimen for
love or money; but an imaginary spook is quite
good enough for their purposes. If a showman never
has to lift the curtain it does not matter whether he
has anything on the other side or not.

Spookology always tends to become a close busi-
ness. The old practitioners start a kind of Trade
Union (they call it a Church) in order to keep the
business to themselves. They quarrel amongst
themselves a good deal, for each Church would have
a monopoly if it could ; but they oppose a united
front to all new comers. That explains the dead set
which is being made at Mr. W. T. Stead. He runs a
lady spook called Julia, who was once a journalist in
in Chicago, and is therefore a most serviceable spook
to a restless and enterprising publicist. Through
the medium of this lady spook, who does the honors
on the other side, and some “ clairvoyant” and
‘clairaudient” persons on this side—that is, persons
who can see what doesn’t exist and hear what isn’t
said, Mr. Stead has just been interviewing the
spooks of Beaconsfield and Gladstone, and supplying
the press with readable, if misleading, copy. Now the
good Christians cannot stand this. They roundly
assert that Mr. Stead is either an artful impostor or
a shocking simpleton. But why should they call him
such unpleasant names? Jesus Christ’s spook com-
municated with a number of persons, male and
female, and why should not Boaeonsfield’s and Glad-
stone’s spooks communicate with Mr. Stead ? One
spook is as good as another ; one spook’s word is gs
good as another’s. Merely as spooks, Julia is as

credible to us as Jesus Christ.
G. W. Foote.
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Dolorous Freethinkers.

Several weeks ago, in the course of a series of
articles on “ The Nature of Religion,” | pointed out
how vague, and consequently how valueless, the word
“religion” had become with people of professed
liberal tendencies. A word that is historically mean-
ingless unless associated with supernaturalism is
used to express all sorts of ethical and social ideals,
and often a mere intellectual attitude. In its way
this might be regarded as a pleasant sign of the
times but for two considerations. The first is that
one is never quite sure how far a desire to placate
religious prejudice is responsible for the use of the
word. The second is that while certain people
may use religion in a social or an ethical sense,
others—and these by no means a small number—
will take it as either an indication of a belief in
supernaturalism on the part of those who use it or
as an unwilling testimony to the soundness of their
own belief in the supernatural. In this way people
who ought to count for forces of development are
really converted into instruments of reaction. Persons
who over and over again rightly emphasise the value
of clear thinking are in this way made to encourage
the perpetuation of both slovenly thought and
speech.

Examples of what is meant by the above are
furnished in a recent address by Professor Michael
Sadler, and in a speech by Professor J. H. Muirhead,
of Birmingham University. The former was deliver-
ing his presidential address before the Teachers’
Guild of Great Britain and Ireland, the latter lec-
turing before the Yardley Labor Church. Both
speakers would probably describe thomselves as
some sort of Agnostic in relation to religious beliefs,
and yet both of them profess a certain reluctance in
parting with religion and a fear of what may happen
unless we quickly put “ something in its place.” A
little more faith in their own principles and a little
truer understanding of the nature of progress might
easily dispense with much of this doleful speaking
by those who are no longer at one with orthodoxy.
It is dispiriting and annoying to find non-Christians
referring to their own intellectual position as one
that needs the sympathy of the religious world
because of its forlorn character, and who look back
upon the flesh-pots of their old belief as though in
giving that up they had surrendered all the bright-
ness and cheerfulness of their lives. Such utter-
ances and such an attitude are travesties of the
truth. A sane intellectual ethic respects the right
of any person to hold and to express any opinion that
seems to them justifiable, but it also demands that
one shall duly respect one’s own opinions. And
neither truth nor justice demands that we shall
attribute to Christian beliefs the devotion to ideals,
or the sense of a common welfare uniting all members
of society, that has been evidenced by people holding
widely different religious beliefs, and by those holding
none at all. Such quite unwarrantable deference to
Christians only inspires them with a stronger con-
viction of their own value and encourages them in a
supercilious treatment of their opponents.

Professor Muirhead, after pointing out that “ some
of our most prominent Churchmen and Noncon-
formists were among our greatest social reformers”
— a statement hardly true as a matter of fact, and,
even if it were, possessing no particular logical value
—went on to lament that there was “ no active
alliance between the great mass of the Labor Party
and religion, or any concerted attempt to permeate
the now Socialism with any definite religious idea.”
And then ho proceeded to give his audience some
reasons why a religion of some kind is necessary.

“ From the side of the individual no one can escape
tho * obstinate questioning’ as to the meaning of life
and death and his relation to the universe around him.
On tho other hand, from the side of tho movement
towards social reform there is nothing except tho con-
sciousness in us of a force higher and greater than our-
selves (which we call religion) that can give the necessary
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impulse and the right spirit and direction to #®
reformer’s efforts.”

Here we have the common assumptions of
ordinary religionist; first, that religion alone caj
give an answer to certain unquenchable questions
the human mind ; and, second, that apart h'0®
religion humanity is like a man in a boat minus o»
and sails, drifting on an unknown sea towards a
unknown destination. Neither assumption is war
ranted by facts. Whatever answer may be given,
questions concerning the meaning of life and deal »
that of religion has no more value, per sg than ay
that reach us from other quarters. All that can
said in its behalf is that it is a very old one, anR
special favor it enjoys may safely be attributed
the many illegitimate methods adopted for its P®
petuation. And as a matter of fact, whatever hg
has come to us on this subject and on that of ®aag
relation to the universe at large, has reached
from the side of science and not of religion. i
last century of scientific work has taught us ®
on these topics than all the centuries that ,
between us and the cave men. Professor Muir‘e-
speaks of the “ Unspeakable Mystery” of the 0
verse as though that could supply us with &
intellectual satisfaction. But one can extract neﬁ'ﬂl/e\
consolation nor guidance from an uns '
mystery. All that can be done with it is to
making assertions concerning it. If the mystery”
unspeakable let us cease expounding its nature -
meaning. Or, if the unspeakable mystery bo 00"
very complex problem, let us recognise that to Fa°
down to its serious study is much more helpful tetl
tho awe-stiioken vacuous attitude of the my6m
mongering religionist. Let us beware of those
in the name of progress, dwell upon mysteries» <
speakable or otherwise, with so evident a degre
satisfaction. od

Tho latter portion of the sentence quoted ‘s”?
quite clear, if only because while it might
thing, it may also be taken to mean something
different. It might mean, for instance, no more jj
there is needed to lift one above merely 6 »
interests, a sense of being part of a much wldg
deeper movement than is covered by one’s in*l. $
ality. On the other hand, to the religionist Q
expression always means that we need the c°n”
of the existence of a God, without which,
effort is bound to go astray. | do not thin
Professor Muirhead means this; the unfoi fOi&
thing is that his language tends to bolster UP a-f O
of belief he would probably repudiate.
really means what | have suggested he js
that is, the need of identifying our aims and ™ eBetsoF
something wider and deeper than one’'s own P j js
ality, the reply is, first, that this is not a
generally called religion ; and second, such
sciousness may bo easily be developed gal
from all religion. We see this working in sUforoi @
as Garibaldi, in such movements towards re ,g d
is exemplified in Russia, and in the e,j.0D>ce’
thousands of men and women, and the exis® ™ et
scores of movements in our own and 1
countries. When a man like Francisco For ™ fig0a
up a work such as he carried on, with a ju a0{eitg
all it may lead to, and in the end pays be ohfiJ
mg courago the price demanded by bigotry»
is feeling himself the mouthpiece of a fO1*" pera®
moro permanent and important than hiso'  jjgyo<l
ality. But there is no need to searCBact* -l
humanity for this force. It is the oeasO" _ o0\
of humanity that creates and sustains ,ores
tion in the minds of all reformers. Oar 2Cog0™Ito
of necessity fashioned with this organic 0
of tho claims of the race against the 10 jOsi 1
tho one side and that of the individual "8 0O f |,
race on the other. Unreflecting relig"""jty %
sonifies this expression of human 807~ oO\e
worships it as something apart from an js &
human race. A one-sided individualise* a]6) »0“"
human race a more collootion of indivl aest»
therefore, driven to some form of *ran”jcd co¢’
to explain the facts. An equally ono-sl

ift
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Is\\ often enough fails to give to the individual
efficient play to realise all that the forces which find
exPression through him might otherwise produce
n adequate perception of the facts of the case
Wixld see that individual and racial activity are two
“Spects of the same phenomenon, that all our feelings
ave this dual application, and that as man
product of social evolution he cannot by any

Possibility transcend, even in thought, the long
Prrcess of which he stands s the ultimate
6*Pression.
le room left in bich to deal wlth
N De

Er\‘_@fés%ﬁ, é'f ,er>but this is the less to regretted
an|WBi? Mn°h of what has already been said will
8¢ in bib ease- He, like PBrefesseF Muirhead
“j1 8a regret at the weakening of religious belief
into °f the age,” he tells us, “ has brought
and a” about religion a wider sympathy
fhre nWi8tfal regret- We are sensitive to the beauty
°bedif> Gre grace>°f a life which is under willing
tray Dce a rufo of faith.” The word “ sympathy
“oiri 3 ma” be sympathetic towards people
altbon >* bebeve to bo laboring under a delusion,
i ? Ore *s really no nee™ to bo sympathetic
Wietf i8 ~e”Us>on, still less to part from it with a

ValuablFegreL as though we were losing an extremely
of ~ 6 P°sse8sion. In a sense, too, our knowledge

amo,0 na”ure and origin of religion may lead us to
si°n jo 8ympathetio treatment of a universal delu-
Yotn -N’s. satne knowledge should also save us
ontc ' Hooting to religious belief what is really the
ieSret Id°~ 80c'a* forces, and so remove the need of
father i Wo0akening of religious faith. It should
kifhett a en ”“be reformer to find that so much
aPplied® Wa9*e<* enOrgy may now be more profitably

nlan™ N at a possibility *s at band of a more
s°ciai ... aPPrOciation of the nature and methods of

oen th~Qe reaHy 8 Ho Heed fur Predthiikaks, of
Ua feliy3; @ifired type- to accom 1E)any their reimarks

I0Q with expressions of regret, and in a
mﬁthofu’Sngtlve of extreme discomfort. It is not

,~eli8ions people have the more hopeful, the

hiore r
the soon or th0 happier view of life. If it WEIE;
The Or,Wo Clase to be Freethinkers the better

beli/6 GelPfal>cheerful, and truthful view of life
ceas &> b8loDg0 to us. And if we believe this let
thinkers Standing to the contrary, We are Free-
hilt bee’ n°t because we are smitten With disease
tiQo i,Case we have discerned and practised the
°Pr moOntal health. And the sooner we, by
the BE’%QB and action, make this plain to Christians
of rSBBREF wa shall convince them of the necessity
tnogrf_r’]‘ffing their inherited beliefs in the light

C. Cohen.

Life.
~QAT ;
gtate 0 % lfe? The dictionary defines it as 1the
efSorng Bling which begins with generation, Pirth,
IM(®Enpo atlon>and ends with death.” There IS NO
Tend&r!' whatever that life is a distinct and inde-
mO3ciP le’-ntify or substance._ Even the_ “ vital
0 b tbeory is emphatically repudiated by
~e~nkah”0"*"8. The old idea of creation is now
iHGS>by ada . ° cann°k even imagine an infinite
e8p 6xistenn ac” will, causing matter to spring
tanate flrij Oun nothing, and allowing it to
°l@N r'and n cry8Mahso in a wholly fortuitous
vital01t8 aj.fi T a oTkorwards selecting some of the
H. r, eBsence broaHiing into them a spark of the
Vg y. Lank 8? as Pr°duce living things. Sir
HipiT™ncinil0., Gr characterises this resort to “a
tht@b b‘oloi*i ,i as a “ 7acil0 and sterile hypothesis,”
eftinva°Ver n bavo completely discredited and
aPm & , r°i08sor A. E. Dolbear, in his work
~Hd008®ratho’ :ilker and ~Notion, says that “ life is
Hife»@OQ inf°r Nban a condition.” Sir John Burdon-

1B HNdOr Gri8 us that “ in physiology the word
°°d to mean the chemical and physical
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activities of the parts of which the organism con-
sists.” Professor Dolbear remarks :—

“ If there are any that would still hold that life is a
something sui generis, that may be considered apart
from some material structure and not as a transforma-
tion process, it will be well for such to inquire what can
become of such life as a grain of corn or an egg has,
when it is cooked, or when either of them is left for
months or years, and they rot. At first it is in the
grain of corn or egg. |If it be an entity of any sort, it
must be somewhere else after leaving either the one or
the other.”

It is therefore beyond all doubt a contradic-
tion of scientific testimony to speak of life as if it
had an existence of its own, distinct and apart from
the material structure in which it is said to manifest
itself. And yet the Rev. R. J. Campbell has just pub-
lished a sermon on “ The Imperishableness of Life.”
The reverend gentleman refers to the well-known
text, “ Are not two sparrows sold for a farthiDg ?
And one of them shall not fall on the ground
without your Father.” “ There is a tender sug-
gestiveness about this expression,” he says, “ of
belief in God’s care for the lower creation, but how
much does it amount to ? If the sparrow suffers, it
suffers; if it dies, it dies; what difference does it
make that God is aware of the fact ? It does not do
the sparrow any good, granted that things are what
they seem." But Mr. Campbell maintains that “ itis
only reasonable to suppose that Jesus must have
meant more than merely to assert that God gives a
compassionate thought to the sparrow as ib falls, but
lets it die all the same; if ho meant no more than
that the saying was not worth uttering.” In order
to understand such a saying, Mr. Campbell declares,
it is necessary to be familiar with the background of
teaching out of which it arose; and, according to
him, among the things that reposed in that back-
ground was “ the belief in the imperishableness of all
life.” Then the preacher alludes to two other texts,
and subjects them to the same process of idealisa-
tion. In Isaiah xl. 8 we read, “ The grass withereth,
the flower fadeth ; but the word of our God shall
stand for ever.” And in Matthew vi. 30 occur those
words: “ But if God doth so clothe the grass of the
field, which to-day is, and to-morrow is oast into the
oven, shall he not much more clothe you, 0 ye of
little faith?” There is nothing in either of these
texts, any more than in the verse about the sparrow,
even remotely suggestive of the imperishableness of
all life. True, admits Mr. Campbell, if we only take
their surface meaning; but you must bear in mind
that their apparent is not their real signification. If
you dig into the deeps of those sublime utterances
you will discover that the precious truth which they
were intended to convey to us is that ILno life ever
dies, and there is no death.”

There is a strong element of disingenuousness in
this method of exegesis. To an ordinary reader,
Isaiah's words only mean that God's premise of
deliverance from exile and of the restoration of
national life was to be relied upon, that, unlike the
withering grass and the fading flower, it would stand
fast until it blossomed into happy fulfilment. So,
likewise, to an ordinary reader, the words of Jesus
simply signify that if God took pains to clothe with
surpassing beauty the short-lived grass of the field
he would certainly provide for the needs of hispeople
whom he loved. Now listen to Mr. Campbell:—

» What is the word of God ? It is the breath of life
in all that lives; it is the forthgoing of eternal wisdom
into a myriad creative forms; it is that which sustains
and directs all existence and all change. Without the
word of God there would be no world, no nation, no
man, no beast or bird or blade of grass; it is the soul

of all.”
He treats the words of Jesus in precisely the same
manner. He says —

“ His first thought about creation was that it was the
temporary form in which the word of God clothed itself
for a special purpose, ministering towards a greater end.
Permit mo to emphasise this point. All physical forms,
without exception, are the out breathing of God, the
ensoulment of a Divine life, the temporal clothing of
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eternal spirit. This is all they are ; they have no inde-
pendent existence, no separate identity, no power to
maintain themselves apart from the Divine source.......
When, therefore, Jesus spoke of the clothing of the lilies
and the clothing of humanity, he must have meant
more than the satisfaction of material wants. No life
ever perishes, let appearances be what they may.”

That is Oxford ldealism carried to its most absurd
extremes. Biology knows nothing of life apart from
living forms. If a living form does not reproduce
itself, in obedience to its natural law, a time comes
when it ceases to be, as a living form; and its death
merely means the collapse of the conditions and
combinations and processes which entitled it' to be
described as alive. Why does Mr. Campbell seek
refuge in mysticism ? Because in naturalism he can
find no standing-room for his religious faith. He
knows very well that, so far as this earthly life is
concerned, the promises of the Bible are never ful-
filled. “ The remark about the clothing of the lilies
of the field as illustrative of God's word,” he
observes, “ thus penetrates deeper than the material
plane. If it is only to be held to mean that the phy-
sical wants of all creation will be supplied, then it
is misleading and untrue to the facts. Animals prey
upon each other; they die of hunger and disease ;
battle and accident take heavy toll of every species
from humanity downward; the struggle for existence
is no mere figure of speech, but a grim and terrible
reality.” Because the words of Jesus are not true
in relation to the only sphere in which they could be
tested, Mr. Campbell applies them to an imaginary
sphere in which no testing of them is practicable.
And yet, after all, Jesus spoke of the clothing of the
body in this world, and of nothing else. A careful
reading of his words will show how utterly false the
reverend gentleman’s interpretation is :(—

“ Be not anxious for your life, what ye shall eat, or
what ye shall drink, nor yet for your body, what ye
shall put on. Is not the life more than the food, and
the body than tho raiment? Behold the birds of the
heaven, that they sow not, neither do they reap, nor
gather into barns; and your heavenly Father feedeth
them. Are not ye of much more value than they ? And
which of you by being anxious can add one cubit unto
his stature? And why are ye anxious concerning
raiment ? Consider the lilies of the field, how they
grow; they toil not, neither do they spin; yet | say
unto you, that even Solomon in all his glory was not
arrayed like one of these. But if God doth bo clothe
tho grass of the field, which to-day is, and to-morrow is
cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you,
O ye of little faith ?”

That is a perfectly lucid passage, and all it means
is that those whom Jesus addressed had no excuse
whatever for harboring anxiety concerning food and
raiment. But Mr. Campbell, fully aware that, in
their only natural sense, the words do not contain a
single grain of truth, says, Yet there is a sense, a
high, spiritual sense, in whioh they are wholly true,
and | give you my word of honor that if you accept
my interpretation you shall be lifted up, here and
now, to a sphere in which there is no death. As an
Oxford ldealist, of the whole-hog type, | assure you
that Jesus meant infinitely more than he said, and
than his followers in all ages, until to-day, have been
able to realise. Unfortunately, however, Jesus was
not an Oxford ldealist, but an Aristotelian Realist.

Of the immortality of life there is not the shadow
of proof. Living forms perish by the thousand every
moment, and inscribed on the crust of the earth is
the record of many species which are now extinct.
Furthermore there is nothing to show that a man is
of greater intrinsic value than a lily or a sparrow.
Nature takes no greater care of the one than of the
other, which means that there is no such thing as
Divine providence. A thunderstorm shows no
favoritism, nor is an earthquake guilty of any respect
of persons. Mr. Campbell says, “ No life ever
perishes, let appearances be what they may,” but
that is nothing but pulpit dogmatism, unsupported
by a single known fact. Mr. Campbell does not even
know that there is such a thing as life; and even if
there were, he could not point to a single appearance
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that indicated its imperishableness. All we ko
are living forms, and they, as such, are constantj
perishing. The only things that endure are specie0f
but even these are not imperishable. We, bnmm
beings, are self-conscious living forms, and upon
rests the duty of doing our utmost, while we hve> .
increase the welfare of our brothers and sisters a
all other relations in the vast Living Kingdom.

J. T. LLOD-

The Narratives in Genesis__ XIX.

The Destruction op Sodom.

(Continued from p. 715))

In Genesis xix. the Yahvist writer continues

“ history ” from the preceding chapter. Towa
evening, he says, the two angels who had dined »
Abraham came to Sodom, and Lot who had b »
sitting in the gate of that city “rose up t0 ®
them ” and asked them into his house to partake
some refreshment. This invitation they at«l\A/rln
declined, but upon his entreaty they accepted, - i
he made them a feast, and did bake unleavened br 1
and they did eat.” The Israelites in later

a “ feast of unleavened bread,” and though Lot »
nothing of this, the writer did— which accounts
Lot regaling his guests with holy food. But /"""

for the night, the men of Sodom, who had beard
the “ two men” entering Lot’'s dwelling, came *
every part of the city and surrounded the™n
“ And they called unto Lot....... Where are
which came into thee this night ? Bring them
unto us that we may know them.” These words
interpreted as meaning that the men of p0
desired to commit an abominable crime to 'WwhIC t
the men of the city were addicted. Lot at once
out and remonstrated with them. .
1And ho said, | pray you, my brethren, o rﬂ,cly
wickedly. Behold now, | have two daughters™® ~
have_not..known..man; let me, | pray you. P3¢ oy
out unto you, and do ye to them asis good in you jMy
only unto these men do nothing: forasmuch a
are come under the shadow of my roof.” i

Thus, rather than violate the sacred law of o
tality, Lot was willing to surrender his daug heaswW
the indiscriminate ravishment of a mob of b i6
blackguards; and from the tone of the narra 1

is implied that he acted rightly. Moreove
words quoted give us a very fair idea af the ®"j,
tion in which women were held in the Yahvists *

and they also shed light upon the story of \[ei

seeking to save his skin at the expense of bis

dishonor. peO
Lot’'s proposal, however, wa3 rejected by

of Sodom, who, after threatening Lot himself»

near to break the door.” Thereupon the two fild

pulled him into the house, fastened the

struck the men outside withblindness “ so  ogek

wearied themselves to find the door.” The - ¢l

then informed Lot that they were sent by 1

Yahveh to destroy the city, and bade him The

his relatives and get away from the place, to

of these commands Lot obeyed, “ but he 0- Qo

his sons-in-law as one that mocked.” When ~el{

came the angels urged Lot and his wife ag
two daughters to hasten out of Sodom, and *
still lingered, took them by the hands and A
out of the oity, with orders to flee to the jo"
Lot then pleaded to bo allowed v tak§ refog®uei.
small city named Zoar, which Fequest was G
and at sunrise Lot and his daughters entered *
Lot's wife, however, was not so fortunate! -

“ looked back from behind him, and she 0
pillar of salt.” Ji0 h
As soon as Lot and his family had lef* gjorfy

“ Yahveh rained upon Sodom and upon « agi
brimstone and fire from Yahveh out of beav ™ »

he overthrew those cities and all the P*xa!~b ~
the inhabitants of the city, and that wbi
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brim 16 Sround-” We may note here that fire and
werestf De’ aa well as immense quantities of water,
downgtfore abowve tHd GldUe: i¥ Yeadiness to be cast
Th a .~ e pommand of Yahveh.
Do 1 6 blstoricity of this narrative is vouched for by
ess a personage than Jesus Christ himself, who
«Presented as saying :—
# But in the. day ;ihat bt went, gut from Sodom it
gained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed
Thi ‘bem all 7 (Luke xvii. 29).
hoMSani0 eminent authority is also represented as
ia>ng up the fate of one of the refugees as a
aruing to his disciples—“ Remember Lot's wifo.”
aumVhi8 i4 would be in the highest degree pre-
optuoug to question the truth of the narrative.
Lof » w Testament writer says that “ righteous
ths’'i wben living in Sodom, was “ sore distressed by
ma lal civicos life of the wicked m for that righteous
Vev,LulliDS among them, in seeing and bearing,
lan) hls righteonR soul from day to day with their
%p&ﬁdﬁ 7R 6LEF 5k7 8). This inspired writer
» Fave 'rgotten that Lo was not com*
from Ph°abve 'n Sodom ; that after being rescued
choice j6 .riaomer by Abraham he went, by his own
Weg ab t0 bve there aga*n; and that when the city
drap b °U"t° be destroyed the angels had almost to
J1 Itn.°ub, so loth was he to leave the city.

Aritosre  one verse in this chapter by the Priestly

Lev. xviii. 22, which practice is, in the same ohapter,
stated to have been one of the abominations “ the
men of the land have done” who inhabited the
country prior to its occupation by the Israelites.
The latter statement may be true; but we know
that certain “men of the land” who belonged to
the tribe of Benjamin were noted for the practice
of this--bestiality. #» tudgss xix. i is raoorogd a
precisely similar case to that related in the chapte.
under consideration—with this diffgrence; bavweven
that the Benjamites were a historical people, whereas
bhe Sodomites are purely mythical. From a com-
panson of the two accounts it becomes evident that
°ne of them was copied from, or suggested by, the
°bber. Now, with the exception of a few interpo-
lated passages, the Book of Judges is much older
than the Yahvistic narratives in Genesis, the latter
not having been written until more than three
hundred years after the end of the Judges’ period,
Hence, it was the Yahvist writer who took his ideas

from the account in Judges, and not the compiler of
Judges from the narrative in Genesis. Moreover,

the fact of the story in Genesis being fictitious dis-
poses of the lewdness ascribed to the men of that
city.

As a matter of history, it was the Lord's own
chosen people themselves who were addicted to the
horrible practice mentioned. Thus, in the Bible
history of the Jewish kings—a series of narratives

koe ®rppwlyich gepresents, pg dowilt, aH the whriter
1in a large measure historical—we And the following

UMEF ~is part of Lot's history. This reads as

citiesDf ~ carno b° pass, when Elohim destroyed the
and ,, , bMe Plain, that Elohim remembered Abraham,

ke'ov M bl°* oub of the midst of the overthrow, when

g Xix 20)hreW ~le rities in the which Lot dwelt” (Gen.
That r,at* abv*sb writer has more bo say about Lot.
P he w rlarcb> be says, was afraid to stay at Zoar,
he and h''° “be mountains and “ dwelt in a cave,)
Veracio0 18 daughters.” While here, says this
prink W-S Wr'ber, the daughters made their father
*0 8Qccene- Unril be was intoxicated upon two nights
PMCeiv' 8810n> and each lay with him without his
were the two virgins whom

pf the m 6r Was filing bo give up to the debauchery
IQterco °n Sodom. The result of this incestuous
8°ns & 8G *8 stated to have been the birth of two
daughters named Moab and Ben

Auwijjd .b0 reputed ancestors of the Moabites and
Weih ee<two of the most bitter enemies of the
8dti8 i?8 The reason assigned for this unnatural
bad péri k tbe daughters believed that all mankind
Nea wb-81 6 excePt themselves and their father—a
«eyknI> 18 disP»oved by the narrative itself; for
lost bhat the people of Zoar, the city they had
doQ ed’ bad not been destroyed, and were not

ina -“umed to destruction. Moreover, when”™ hving
siiv, Gave>away from the haunts of men,

indeed ImpOSblblG to geb.bhe wine men' be

¢NteMnations.

DPonhfbd’ invenbcd by the Jews » 2 k
rri ;ve will

/,, bhe origin of two hostile an
hottuerinore. the earlier portl0llof Gng whenhe
parfDear looking at too closely. ’ , herds
indtmlfr° m Abraham, Lot had large we flnd
bith fnerous herdmen ; yet in th _hiding in a
R 1thBIE APt RAiRS Wik dg8could
C 00 sustenance His sheep andcattle-"he ~

oiti68F " ~ 'werG not penned up wit i country
&ihejLe8troyed’ but would be in tb ~ uentiy, all
he habere iIn the neighborhood; co q y

8toxlient Ofaf, done before. Add to this the absurd
be and f "h'3destruction of the cities by “ brim-

dev iB:B so G yom heaven,” and the whole story
of '~“probable that we may set it down as

s+e nK all foundation in fact, .
o HB Ay PR PHARIER attribut 9 PyrBjEAEY IRY

6 “en of Sodom is mentioned and torn

statements:—
1 lviDgs xiv. 24 (reign of Eeboboam).—“ And there

were also sodomites in tho land.”
1 Kings xv. 12 (reign of Asa).—“ And be put away the

: sodomites out of the land."

[ 1 Kings xxii. 46 (reign of Jehoshaphat).—“ And the
remnant of the sodomites, which remained in the days
of his father Asa, he put away out of the land.”

2 Kings xxiii. 7 (reign of Josiah).—“ And he brake
down the houses [or tents] of the sodomites that were
in the house of the Lord, where the women wove hang-

-imgs-for-the-Asherah.”

From the last passage it would appear that within
the temple some kind of structure had been
erected for the use of those who perpetrated
the filthy act referred to, and that under the same
roof “ women wove hangings for the Asherah,” which
was also in the temple. Of the word italicised our
English Revisers say: “ The Hebrew word Asherah,
which is uniformly and wrongly rendered *“ grove ”
in the Authorised Version, most probably denotes
the wooden symbol of a goddess.”

Without going into this matter, there is not the
slightest doubt that the immorality of the Lord’s
chosen people from the time of the Judges to the
reign of king Josiah was unspeakably gross. It was
in the eighteenth year of the last-named king’s

. and it wae in °the king “ brake
commands in that -,

down the houses of the ] oml bo nO barlot of the

oft"e B 0” e fact which tends to prove that it
Now, there is one , g wbo originated the

was the .Isra® '6f8rred to. This is, that had it been
unnatural vice men of Sodom, the perpe-

a practice be named after that of the

trator mig_ ) nriainated— Sodomite. This, how-
8{}é/r’|qswr}llgp H’]é) gase. Hebrew word for
i(Rn(lnm 1B ,nd,. ©ase.

Sodom ” is sodom; but the Hebrew word for

sodomite " is,nkadeston  Whatavameyiith vadldahysbbe
seen, has no co English translators by the
wa8 suggested to ftanebis The word “ kadesh”

ééﬁﬂ g'\s "j?&BHEeeFQFeJemrHifé%t%hWe?Qﬁg\égm
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another class of offences that also possessed the
sanction of religion. It would further appear that
those who gave themselves up to these two religious
practices did so in fulfilment of a vow, and that the
money paid for “ hire” went into the temple
treasury. The latter, as well as the former, was
forbidden in the new “ Book of the Law ” that was
“found” for the first time in the reign of Josiah—in
the verse following that quoted (Deut. xxiii. 18). The
mere fact of a thing being forbidden in the future is,
of course, a proof that it had been done in the past-

that is to say, up to the time of Josiah, when it was

first known to be prohibited.

abracadabra.

Shady Saints.

“ Whatever thy past life may have been, if thou wilt trust
Christ, thou shalt be saved from all thy sin in a moment.
Fifty, sixty, seventy years of iniquity shall all disappear as
the morning’s hoar-frost disappears before the sun.”—
SrunoEON.

There is joy to-day in heaven, gem-decked streets are gay
with banners,

Every chorister
twanging;

Aged Yahveh's nearly deafened by the roaring of hosannas,

By the shrieks of exultation, mingled with the cymbals
banging.

is singing, all the golden harps are

For the news has just been wafted from a planet called the
Earth,

That John Smith, the Mile End murd’rer’s, undergone his
second birth ;

That he’s looking unto Jesus—praying now for all
worth;

That, doomed to die, he means to die a Christian !

he’s

Hear John Smith,
broken craven,
Who in bestial madness murdered her he'd vowed to
and cherish,

Raving of a blood-filled fountain, boasting heav'n will bo his
haven,

Qaite secure of futuro glory—since
perish.

the erstwhile bully, now a babbling,

lovo

“ believers ” never

Not a thought of her he slaughtered, only self is his
concern;

Hell may bo the dead one’s portion, she for evermore may
burn;

But that really doesn’'t mattor, he eternal bliss will earn

By “ finding Christ ” and dying as a Christian 1

Comes at length the fateful morning, when John Smith
must be translated

To the mansion which awaits him, whore he’ll do no work
forever.

“ Oh, his faco was like an angel'sl”
statod)

As “ so-long!” he softly murmured, “ see you t'other sido
the river.”

iso the prison chaplain

Draw the bolt, the deed is over, now Smith’'s blood-washed
soul is free;

Through tho pearly gates ho passos, radiant as a saint can
bo;

Crowds of ransomed ones salute him, who on earth wore
baso as he—

But every one became at last a Christian 1

Learn from Smith, and when you'ro acting as you know you
hadn't ought to,

Robbing (say) your benefactor, or some innocent botraying,

Know a Throno of Graco is waiting, which your sins may
all be brought to,

That tho punishment’'s another’s—Christ has died and dono
tho “ paying.”

Give tho years to crimo and folly, just whichever suits you
best;

Not tho actions of a life-time, but your faith at last's tho
test;

Clasp tho Cross upon your death-bod. enter thon upon your
rest,

And thank your stars you earned it—as a Christian !

John Young.
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Acid Drops.

The Daily Mail quotes with delight from a Christy
magazine the statement that tho old Atheism is dead O
dying, and that Bradlaugh and Ingersoll, the giants, *
followed by pygmies. Well, both Bradlaugh and IngeriO
are dead ; that is why the Christians now call them giaD |,
when they were living they wero only *“ vulgar infide m
We may suggest, too, that the Daily Mail would be np
honest if it published real news, instead of deliberately nn
leading its readers on matters of fact. It might h®
reported tho great St. James's Hall meeting, convened /
the National Secular Society’s President, to protest agal ,
the murder of Francisco Ferrer. It might also have repot
the same President’s speech at the Memorial Hall meeting
This would bo far better than concealing facts as a cover
lancies.

King Leopold is chiefly rosponsiblo for the hell k(eR)
Congo. Ho is tho chief author of what Sir A. Conanin,)fm

calls “ the very greatest crime ever committed
history.” But he is a king, and he is pious; and those
facts cover a multitude of sins.

wo

1There is at this moment,” the Rev. C. Silvester
says, " no wickeder person in the world than the King .
Belgians.” This is not true, if-Mr--Horne's religion is g
There is a wickeder person than King Leopold: the
who permits his wickedness.

Mr. John Burns is a more eminent man than he
be;, but we ane net se suke that he is much wiser .
a very odd reply the other day to a question put to W
President of tho Local Government Board about the n°rjS
of workhouse boys. “ Guardians,” he said, “ cannot i ~
criminately punish boys under their control, but they 0"
in almost parental relationship to some of these c/injialy
Apparently, then, the right to flog children is PeC "Mee-
parental. Wo fear that Mr. Burns, iu spite of his later
thought, still retains too many traces of the Bible r °
ho learnt at his mother’s knees.

correcting and flogging were convertible terms.

that he know that ho wanted correcting when he wa8 j3lg
This bit of autobiography was hardly called for, and 1 rtd®
astonishing that Mr. Will Thorne asked the right ho™ »
gentleman whether he did not need correcting as m jir
as when he was a boy. Tho personal answer w jjm
Burns gavo was not witty, and certainly not rolova
Burns and Mr. Thorne may both want correctingis
much as they did when they were boys, but tho <u

do they, or did they, want flogging f Mr. ~ulif its
inform the world why floggiug is.not good for a

so good for a boy. Wo fancy that ho would bo 0 ™ 6z®

draw a distinction on the ground of ago—or rathe , Hj®
Boys should bo flogged because it is easy to flog “ >
is all there is in it.
—.. tdo
Sunday golf has been vigorously denounced by , fi®

F. S. Webster, of All Souls’, Langham-place, Lo~ guudw
is particularly sovero on men of God who wink
golf, provided tho players aro careful to put in 80 I(
anco at church. " What rigbt,” ho inquire®
clergyman to give permission to a man to brea’

rjghit
W, Wear | Wo like thag oy tf o

4j,
Foulj

Geimandm 9 !
downstraight sort of talk. Mr. Webster ' guiidsy ¢p
fashioned. It isn't enough to go to church Op ”~ emb°r *)

must also bo miserable. Tho Biblo says ‘I “\jOSa®. «

Sabbath day to koop it holy "—not “ Romom“0 " etfli
day to keep it happy.” Betweon holy and happ
great gulf fixed. $

Tho Bishop of Loudon is a poor croaturo ~°t0
lectual point of view. We should imagine * jjjj th®
meanest intelligence that was over associate i*
He has latoly boon preaching a sermon in th a pyjsteRyp,,
11to world to como ; and unless tho newspaP vOn8 |, cate'
tei» bd uithesied some of tioion oivet vattemptl joJj Jiis c°- #*
oven thihi) evew fioil M9 lips.  HU aatwally y gl for. g,
SRS LR BTy &Y heRes el BSSTRRR e A K
fhe faith |_u a horoaftor_."" iﬂ\i?_W@Ql@ b'0 Pay . ttl’)_\LIJOf o
sheor fatuity, though his lordship did his reSelL.n
sentence te beat his own record. “ It hau bleW .,
this gonoration,” lio said, “ to soo tho deat = be
materialism.” Ho roally ought to havo adde
dealt tho death-blow to materialism himsolf-
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n tho Free Libraries has spread from Camberwell to
—_We]SI“"m’ where the Libraries Committee have “ chucked ”

believe that is the classic term—Darwin, George
Eliot, Thomas pafay, 4oia, ana a number of other writers.
16 understand that Jonah and Habbakuk still eDjoy the
libraries Committee’s patronage.

Throe years' penal servitude is the sentence on the
Douglas Philip Itoper Nuun for stealing money
alms-boxes at Clavering, Wicken, and Wanden cu

Chief Rabbi Adler is greatly concerned about ~?J dbJ e
*bat is to say, about the Old Testamen , beiuIbitten
New Testament. Even the people of “eW n,with
D08, e RGP A SRV Gl gy whittded down
%';“OAS(EigOr vanishing-point. With  stroke of the pen,

’ —(groans, “'the"divine authority of the Pentateuc
?nd of the prophets and the authority of every teacher in
fsrael is denied.” Sad, no doubt; and the Chief Rabbi has
°W sympathy ; but he will have to adjust himself to the
¢ anges which he cannot prevent—or die of grief at is
mpoteuce—which would be a great pity.

Mr. W. G. Thomas, retiring president of tho North Car-
narvonshire Congregational Association, regretted to have to
ay that in education of the young the “ two most active ana
@3messful Churchos ” in Wales “ were tho Jewish Church
@&d the Church of Rome." The latter Church not only
i“amtained its hold upon the children of Roman Catholics,
.7 “in Protestant and Nonconformist Wales to-day it was
J“nally increasing tho number of its adherents. t\e com-
liH?d this to the attention of those who are chortling, a

l,0 prematurely we think, over the hopeless decadence ot
dmClioism' For our own part, we still think, as Bradlaugh
loa>that the great fight of the futuco will bo botween the

Slcal opposites—Rome and Reason.

the HiyW”an m‘n'steri named Bradfield, being a witness in
'Vas ask 'i J°Ur* Douglas, Isle of Man, applied to affirm, and
~ordirv i °U wEjat ground. Not being prepared to state
tejigioush r £be Datbs Act (Bradlaugh’s), that he had

to his roi'6Me” or ~Dat the taking of an oath was contrary
etitPrised *°nS Deliof, he had to be sworn—at which he felt

Budet8t 'i MU judge was legally correct, and we don't
~\Vanta?, why the reverend gentleman couldn't take
able °£ N0 second reason for affirmation. Surely he

c°Urt 0j°.see that the question of affirming or swearing in a
Matter Ust'ce is not a matter of personal preference, but a
OL Principle.

Suuql308‘ ‘mP°ssible to overtake and quash a lie. Only

E. For anS a"0, a Pr’minent Glasgow minister, the Rev,
?at*on th rf3st’ °£ tlle Kenfidd-street Church, told his congre-
Daeokep Was scaroely worth while to trouble them with
> ‘'iBt,h2 i“i°’nS’ as Haeckel was now a discredited
s- f°rgin'B egause’. Ol bis own confession, he had been guilty
= Igtamy f ootoriug. reconstructing, or schematising certain
potion ,Q,?bryos of man and of apes. This lie was set
y’\?d)eq;é'{.-tylast spring, and the truth followed it almost
<. 'EithsrthepsimpB expl'ghation has not reached

or a3 deliberately suppressed ~  order to

18 hearers against a great scientist.

"eek mfev- Silvostior Horne says that “ Blessod are the
ortive*?*1p-.v~oans, “ Blessed are the bold and solf-
atd * fjogn re”.e» 038 £o tho kingdom of Christ,” ho goes
°Ppt af)’l'c nj-1') #038.hostility to all the cruelties, intrigues,
ession O£ o ‘‘nations of King Loopold in his systematic

FBrDtery a *0 wO0go Ratives.” With what brazen

by Jv  “ Resist® distorts and misapplies his Master's
8. * a°t evil,” said Jesus ; “ resist it with all
J tho conventional Christian.
thf@Qis ano,.,  -——

“h thn™ ~MUe ” *r Pu*P'f gom. “ Believers are branches of
.bis if, I’ v'Ug st(n,XC a*me<f tho Rov. David Smith, “ grafted
jfo 0i ' the pro«;2 au”™ nourished by its sai>.” Yet, ho said,
*ie of ?Ur " 8t “PP08'to of renouncing any independent

its oan | haucy a branch enjoying an independent

1 » - Council of Evangelical Freo Churches,
B,:1B president, the RevT Evan Jones, and its secre

17>~ gRPTNOIORR. TaW, hAe BEBR Feading another
to bitt, °f Fi-«» U,, ‘nister. Ho was told that “ The
titlleils of tI = réhmen fool disheartened, and in

il Polit,c , 61 disappointment aro beginning to
situation as almost hopeless.” :
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Asquith was finally warned that unless something was done
in the Education affair it would have “ an unfortunate effect
upon the relation of Free Churchmen to a Government
which they have hitherto so warmly supported.” The
Premier's reply was diplomatic. They said nothing about
their real demand, neither did he; it was best left under-
stood, for it simply meant Nonconformist control of public
elementary education throughout England and Wales. Mr.
Asquith therefore assured the anxious and angry Free
Churchmen that the Government had done its best, and
would have another try next year, or in the next parliament,
at wiping out “ the present injustices ” which “ continue to
deface our educational system.” Thus the Government and
its Free Church supporters are fighting for an object which
they dare not avow in honest language. And one is obliged
to say that this is Christianity all over.

The Women's Social and Political Union held—or rather
tried to hold—a Suffragette meeting at the Alexandra Palace
the other evening. Over two thousand people were present,
and disorder prevailed from the very beginning to the
moment when the meeting wa3 practically broken up.
Yells, whistling, bursting of paper bags, and songs such as
“ Put me amongst the girls,” made a perfect pandemonium.
Mrs. Pethick Lawrence and Miss Christabel Pankhurst were
quito unable to obtain a hearing; and, after a rush for tho
platform, the ladies were glad to call iu their “ sweet
enemy ” the police, and have the hall cleared. We have no
sympathy whatever with the men who made all the dis-
turbance. They ought to be thoroughly ashamed of them-
selves. We don't suppose for a moment, however, that they
are anything of the kind. And at this point we may as well
say that we have very little sympathy with the ladies
either. By their systematic policy of violence they have
long been appealing to the beast and the devil in man, and
they ought not to be astonished at the result. We have
said before, and we repeat, that creating disorder at public
meetings is a game that more than one can play at, and the
Suffragettes must not expect to monopolise it. As a matter
of fact, they are sure to lose at that game iu the long run.

The program of the American “ Jesus Christ ” kind of
play—*“ the Servant in the House ”—which has been run-
ning at tho Adelphi Theatre, contains a number of Biblo
quotations and several advertisements of different brands of
whiskey. The dramatic critic who mentions this fact seems
to think it singular. Wo doa't. The Prophet of Nazareth
was no teetotaler. He never had whiskey, but he drank
freely and cheerfully of what was going.

Rev. Ralph Henry Sneyd, r<ctor of Earsham, Norfolk, left
£6,251. Not a big fortune, by any means, and a mere trilla
beside the colossal fortunes left by some of tho Bishops.
Still, six thousand pounds takes a deal of saving out of tho
salaries that men of God ought to receivo for preaching tho

gospel of “ Blessed be ye poor.”

The New Age comes out in its threepenny form, and
unless there is plenty of money behind its fresh enterprise
we hardly see how it can subsist, although we wish it luck,
for it is tho most intellectual of the Socialist weeklies. We
aro wondering, however, if our contemporary is goiDg to
permit more piety in its columns. Amongst the reviews wo
see a reference to “ blank atheism.” But this is counter-
acted by a sentence in “ Notes of the Week.” Dr. Salter’s
poor poll at Bermondsey is said to have been partly due to

his effusive use of Biblical terminology, and his foolhardy
profession of his belief in and practice of vivisection.” So

there is room for hope.

Dr. M. D. Eder's interesting and able article on Shelley
calls for a separate paragraph. Shelley, it is said, was a
severe and a just critic of his “ execution as poet,”—which
is a rather unfortunate expression. “ I despair of rivalling
Lord Byron,” Shelley said, “ and there is no other with
whom it is worth contending.” This is made the starting-
point of Dr. Eder’s criticism that “ Byron was tho more per-
fect artist.” Now we have no hesitation in saying that “ a
more perfect ” piece of absurdity is rarely to bo met with.
Byron as an artist is too often, not only a failure, but ajoke.
Shelley’s lyrical artistry threw Byron’s right into the shade;
and Byron’'s dramas are not dramas at all, while the Cenci

tho greatest English drama since what we roughly call
tho ago of Shakespeare. Shelley’s extraordinary modesty
was not without occasional intervals of self-appreciation,
and it was in one of these that he recognised that if Marino

‘alierd was a drama the Cenci was not ; which is really tho
whole essence of the matter. Shelley was “ poet of poets,”
as Jamos Thomson said ; he was always a poet, as his proso
shows no less (in its way) than his verse does ; but Byron’s
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two great excellences, as Swinburne so well observed, were
sincerity and strength, and the veins of poetry in him being
limited, he naturally gravitated to satire, as in Don Juan,
which is far and away his masterpiece.

Rev. W. H. Abbot, curate of St. Mary’s, Ash Vale, made a
fictitious present of his punt to his late landlord, Mr. Pawle,
in order to evade the payment of a fee of one guinea charged
by the Basingstoke Canal Company to householders owning
punts on the canal. The man of God boldly avowed this
paltry trick in the Farnham County Court. Judge Harring-
ton, however, said that as he had lied he should suffer; so
the man of God was ordered to hand over the punt within
fourteen days He has therefore lost the punt—and a big
slice of his own character. But we suppose he will still go
on cheerfully saving souls and pointing the way to heaven.

Rev. R. J. Campbell has a way of playing with the ques-
tion of evil from the point of view of a successful preacher
with a big salary and a tip-top motor-car. To put his whole
attitude in a single word, he sentimentalises. In his last
printed sermon—we mustn’'t mention the paper in which it
appears : they don't like it—he draws a picture of a butter-
fly being seized and devoured by a little bird, and the little
bird in turn being seized and devoured by a hawk; where-
upon he gushes:—

“ The beauty of the one and the song of the other have
both ceased to be. That is nature’s grim way of doing
things ; but is it just what it seems? No, neither butterfly
nor singing bird will ever stretch their wings again, but the
invisible intangible life that thus uttered itself is precisely
what it was before ; what God has individualised in those two
beautiful organisms is not wasted ; the life is not the shat-
tered form, but greater; it has never yet been privileged to
know itself as man does, but its identity is as real, and will
go on to higher things. Earthly forms are but the temporary
moulds into which God pours something of himself that
represents a thing of beauty in the making. He may break
the mould, but the substance itself remains.”

Why on earth, then, did Mr. Campbell protest against the
shooting of Ferrer ? Theoretically, at any rate, he believes
that the shooting-party did Ferrer a considerable service.
And suppose, on the other hand, that Mr. Campbell were to
die, and somebody went to his sorrowing wife and daughter
and told them it was all right,—only the mould was broken,
and the substanco itself remained,—would they not feel,
and perhaps say, that the mould was precisely what they
cared for ?

Mr. Campbell sentimentalises all the time. Ho speaks of
a young mother ho knows who has lost her only child, and
the cold corpse in its coffin in the grave is all that is left of
what was once the light of her lifo. “Is it not terribly
hard ?” he asks. There you have the sentimentalist to a t.
Ho believes a proposition because it is pleasaut. He assumes
that the universe is bound to treat him kindly. But prepo-
sitions are true or false according to evidence, and the uni-
verse will never consult Mr. Campbell’'s feelings. What he
is really appealing to is disguised selfishness. Sorrow for the
dead is an idle sentiment unless it expresses itself in service
to the living. Mr. Campbell might reflect on that for a
moment, and try to understand why non-believers in a future
lifo do not (for they do not) suffer from black pessimism as
lie supposes.

Mr. J. C. M. Dawson, of Belfast, has spoken, and the Rev.
R. J. Campbell may consider himself annihilated. Mr.
Dawson spoke to the Plymouth Brethren in the great and
mighty city of Barnstaple, and ho declared that Mr. Camp-
bell's teaching was “ damnable heresy.” He also broadly
hinted that Mr. Campbell would spend eternity in a tompe-
raturo which earthly thermometers cannot register. Poor
Campbell! Ho had better look out—and 1L fleo from the
wrath to come.”

Tho New Theologians aro getting on. They tell us that
the more we understand that nothing related in tho Bible
ever happoned the truer we shall see it to be. This has been
said for some time of tho Old Testament, and they aro now
saying it of tho New Testament. Look at tho following pas-
sage in tho long leading article in tho last number of tho
Now Theology weekly :—

" The stories of the birth and infancy of Jesus havo been
dropped ; so have the stories of tho Resurrection and Ascen-
sion and crowning of Jesus at God's right hand. And, of
course, all the miracle stories have had to be dropped,
because those cannot be historical. As the critics push their
historical analysis on they discover that they have scarcely
anything left. Exceedingly little is known of Jesus, and
some say we cannot be sure that a single saying attributed

to Jesus was uttered by Him, or a single deed ascribed
Him was performed by Him. All admit that we have not 1
the Gospels a biography of Jesus, nor the materials out o
which to construct one. A great deal has been made of j™»
Dr. Paul W. Schmiedel calls the ' foundation-pillars' of t ~
life of Jesus—four passages affirming His human limitatio
and five others looking in the same direction. But even™1
these the historic life all but completely disappears.”
* The marks of imagination,” the writer continues, “ are 0
plain in all parts of the Bible that it is a wonder how any
thoughtful person could mistake Scripture for history.”
have been saying this ourselves in the Freethinker
twenty-eight years, and havo been called “ a vulgar bia®
phemer ” for doing so. Now the New Theologiaus take
leaf out of our book and call it tho only true Christianity'

Let us pray 1

Rev. T. Rhondda Williams, one of the most proniine®
New Theologians, after Mr. Campbell, says that his PatJ]
are “ engaged in a great mission to convert the Christian9
England to the need of establishing social justice int j
own land.” Fancy 1 After nearly two thousand yoar9 ,,
Christianity 1 It is enough to make a sensitive person j
or laugh. Some might prefer swearing.

What is tho matter with the Rev. Thomas Lloyd, °. n
English Congregational Church, Colwyn Bay ? He has
food of preaching hell, but he now says that “ ~®r?.ve9
fifteeu hundred million people on this globe, and God
every one of them.” Aro wo to conclude that tho re”erﬁ"0
gentleman has dropped hell for ever ? If he hasut,
does he reconcile it with the love of God ? Poor lost Bl
in the Pit might surely exclaim to the loving “ One Above

“ It was all very well to dissemble your love,
But why did you kick us down here ?” Toisg*
We hope Mr. Lloyd won't think this is blasphemy. 1
It’s only common sense.

The editor of the British Weekly says “ it is only’\?fmé
shallow-minded who too readily answer in tho afhr@3 ¢5
the question, ‘Is Christ able to save?” We agrec g
far, ho has furnished no proof whatever of his ability ~
the world right; and because of this lack of eviden
cannot persuade the world to believe in him.

Lord Kinuaird, tho pious gentleman who was hand ji"\Jjjfttn
with Ananias Torroy in London, has been telling tho e
Y.M.C.A. that tho unemployed in this country, or r& ~ s
unemployables, aro “ pcoplo who had never . tc gJhl6
Sunday-school or church.” It seems to us quite
that if Lord Kinuaird had to earn his own living I10y0Ob®et
be amongst the unemployables too. Aud while the "B
is Sunday-schools wo may draw his lordships a. joals®
the fact that more than 90 per cent, of all the cri
English prisons havo been Sunday-school scholars.

King Alfonso should havo kept his mouth c'°"70098d’\
hurried execution of Ferrer caunot bo justified or e- 01/139
asking What about Dreyfus? Two clacks never &
white. Even a King ought to know that. And yte
Majesty says about “ Military courts whose honor ~
called into question” reminds us of the gontlo
murdered Ciosar and were “ all honorable men.

,of
Tho Bishop of Middlesborough (Catholic) ' xeCoIt(l%0

execution of Ferrer, as he would justify the Out°f m
ybody that the Catholic Church wanted to 8

way. ARter—repedting Il ithoNetnblic! ifg ol oCrihc*|

teaching violonco and immorality, tho Bishop hyT , 9fit

“ hoped that ho had saved his soul.” though ho ' Ath08"

that ho died as ho lived, a PJrspbemer *nd_“ (e bo

Certainly he died as ho livod. A man like I °r iiOgbor® |

to do that. "Bt Whdt -df ithe BRIA¥Y or MItl) e

Ts ho not a worthy representative of his wl<ang

Does ho not display tho most hateful spirit? gent3y

bo done with the Church ho so worthily r°PfC*QUs

is only one possible answer : “ Crush tho Inta

By tho way, tho Bishop of Middlosborough
ns bo ought to bo. Ho showed tho cloven ,gjing 3 tere<
in the speech wo nro dealing with. -s‘r aiit
about toleration, which, of courso, CatHoli"Hj.cg jO 1

@rg in a mlnorlty, ho callod_upon Qn.umdjlgp&}
thelr own strongth aud in a moment o ]

swoop~fi'tjvif 11 Gatholics were only PCyoZ
hat stamp/'0 M. ialif or ‘~eb°
}aﬁh" R J-iJo MIBNP is a true pﬂest 0¥
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

Sunday, November 14, Alexandra Hall. Islington-square, Liver-
pool; at 3, “ What Ferrer Died For"; at7, " The Masters
Mind: Shakespeare’s Philosophy of Life and Death.”

0'ember 28, Birmingham.

To Correspondents.

C-Cohen's Lecture E ngagements.—November 21, West Mam,
-k Atf_?rdare. December 5, Liverpool; 1*2 Manchester, 1J,
West Ham.

T. Lloyd's Lecture E ngagements.—December 19, Leicester.
a® President's Honorarium Fund: Annual Subscriptions.
Previously acknowledged, £259 19s. 6d. Received since.—
ni Matthews, 5s.; Herbert T. Clarkson 10s. 6d. ; Vivian
Z?ﬁ!;g) %(:)LS" ;FHorace W. Parsons, £5 5s. J. Lentz (South
(2nd sub.). 5s. Raymond, 2s.; A. J. R., £1; R. Wood

Edmund Booth.—Many articles and paragraphs about Ingersoll
Rave appeared in the Freethinker from time to time, but we
don't print an Index, and we can’'t spare the time to run
through the file. Unfortunately we cannot refer you to an
English book on Ingersoll, but there is an American book that
you might find useful—Ingersoll As lie II'ns, published at the
' ruthseeker office, New York. You could order it from our
8 °I>manager, who would be able in time for your
Purpose. Glad you find the Freethinker, after three yearsl
leading, Of such a “ decided intellectual tone.”

\WalE— You have Ideas, but you waint skill in versification.
R gin n2 Poetry is not as easy as it looks.

but ,r— Notices for this journal must not be sent to Miss Vance

°‘nt tb® Editor. Glad the Stanley Branch's resolution

Cor le berrer case got into the local press, even in an obscure

pO8ter’ The other part of your letter shall be answered by

‘'ectm.\/— Tour suggestions are noted ; also that you regard our
ad 6 on “ Why Men Believe in God ” as “ a masterpiece”
the £\ c°uld be published, witli other such lectures, in
E irt~htnkcr, The infinite divisibility of matter is meta-

u%%lcs not science.

11 Jlfq rn

If. pR ' hee paragraph. Papers sent as requested.
Work

" Very *n8en*ous suggestion, but we fear it wouldn't
thinker in8%ad °£ our printing a special edition of the Frce-
t° pav f °r wb*tb somo readers, as you say, might bo willing
itWouldTpence' 'n order to help the paper along financially,
to take' b2 5eMer’ axl certainly more feasible, for such readers
fiends atlex*ra copy at the present price and pass it along to

"RRidon and ac<Pla'ntances. Thanks, anyhow,
and re'c~Hri Llo.yd ** a Welshman. Glad you like his articles,
n°tice th k '3 i°urnal as your "weekly treat.” We may yet
cott of tn  pchure. You say justly, with respect to the boy-
maliog f ir«efl/iinker, its editor, and his colleagues, that the
hecana,°f mie new Inquisition is “ almost more envenomed

i\ E. £ ' 18P°werless to crush its victims.”
and a uYR°N=—Most people are mentally lazy, as you say ;
butwe d ' roa<lors for the Freethinker is not to be expected ;
efforts t ©° ma#*e progress, slowly but surely. Thanks for your

"f. p_ 0 Promote our circulation.

0. Much obliged for cuttings.
Preabytgp8 Mr. Lloyd has been in the pulpit. He is an ex-
Uiise. rj,lall m'n'8ter. He is also a Welshman, as you sur

jjJdudgmentad you *ite *"a artiole3, We quite endorse your

I'goodUi°°I)-~'IHoa3ed to hear that Mr. Cohen was in such
Tianksf m” at the Birmingham Town Hall meetings.
. attendOG  what you do to help our circulation along. Request

1ho Mo 87 W° know you can be relied on to secure justice for
..... e"'Inker, if possible, at the hands of the Camberwell
'8* We are very glad to see yon seated on the Council

tf. er tllree years.

Bhetinc»ETT ;~'Glaa the West Ham Branch is getting good
all at n the I'ubl‘c Hall, Canning Town. We hope to meet
, . » stratford Town Hall in January.
~omg 'Thanks, though too late for this weok
garbage ” 1“°’ HI0 Bishop of London’s crusade against literary
B. Dopv s,lould begin with tthe Bible.

VRVEGR ot been hilh, THe. Al

nJ?etlin8s—havo
le ,, et notico i"0'vuastle-on-Tyne, will moet no more until

Iklsa'j"\hgfﬁn-é‘:’treej'l’.lp, Gimited> office is 2 at Newcastle-street,

- I*art iAmil ’ *

L&ﬁ?'%%ﬁg?ﬁr;é}é '(t:éociety's office is at 2 Newcastle-street,
8 for the Editor of tho Freethinker should be addressed to

i'arringdoV-sVreet, E,C.

8l roa°h 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon

Wt post Tuesday, or they will not be

?tieet
'‘Qert’ ®-C. bJ"«
ot~ ad i
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Friends who send ns newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.
Orders for literature should be sent to the Manager of the
Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.,

and not to the Editor.

P ersons remitting for literature by stamps are specially requested
to send halfpenny stamps.

The Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid :(—One year,
10s. 6d.; half year, 5s. 3d.; three months, 2s. 8d.

Sugar Plums.

Mr. Foote delivers two lectures to-day (Nov. 14) at the
Alexandra Hall, Islington-square, Liverpool. The after-
noon subject, at 8, is “ What Ferrer Died For.” The evening
subject is “ Shakespeare’'s Philosophy of Life and Death.”
The seats are Is. and 6d. at each lecture, and as the police
officiously interfere with taking money at the door—a thing,
by the way, which is perfectly legal—those who want to secure
seats should apply without a moment's delay toj'Mr. J.
Hammond, 99 Belmont-road, Everton, Liverpool, for tickets ;
or to Mr. D. Spiers, 24 Kensington—or Mr. J. Green, 202
Molyneux-road. These tickets are for reserved seats. Ad-
mission to non-ticket holders will be by silver collection on
entering.

It was a record day at the Manchester Secular Hall on
Sunday. Mr. Foote’s afternoon lecture on “ The Martyrdom
of Ferrer” drew an audience that crowded the place out to
the street doors, every inch of standing room being occupied
as well as all the seating accommodation. The lecture was
followed with deep attention and most enthusiastically
applauded at the end. Several Catholics were present,
judging from some of the questions that followed. The
evening meeting was not quite such acrush, but it was a
fine one nevertheless, and it was a notable spectacle to see
all those faces of men and women eagerly following every
word of the lecture on “ Shakespeare's Philosophy of Life.”
During several of the selections from Hamlet and other
plays the proverbial pin might have peen heard drop.
Several questions were asked and somo criticism was offered
after the lecture. Good collections were taken up towards
the cost of installing the electric light, which is certainly an
improvement. Mr. Philips made an excellent chairman on
both occasions.

London Freethinkers are cordially invited to the “ social ”
at Anderton’s Hotel next Thursday evening (Nov. 18) at 8
o'clock. The gathering is under the auspices of the N.S.S.
Executive, and members will not only bo admitted free but
also have the privilege of introducing a friend. Freethinkers
who are neither members nor able to be introduced in that
way, should apply to the secretary, Miss E. M. Vance, 2
Newcastle-street, E C., for a card of admission. Messrs.
Foote, Cohen, Lloyd, and other well-known Loudon “ saints”
will attend the “ social,” and there will be a good bill of fare
at this feast of reason and flow of soul. Of course the
principal object is to afford Freethinkers an opportunity of
getting to know each other _ _ _

The Stanley N. S. S. iBranch holds a meeting in the Co-
operative Anteroom on Saturday evening (Nov. 13) at 7
o'clock, and all members are earnestly invited to attend.

Tho Kingsland Branch held its monthly social and
business meeting at Mr. Schindel’s, who acted as host and
made all very welcome. The report of Mr. Davey, treasurer,
and Mr. Gregory, secretary, showed that the Branch, in
spite of the wet woather daring the outdoor lecture season,
had left off with a balance in hand. The feature of tho
evening was a presentation to Mr. and Mrs. Savill in com-
memoration of their wedding. It took the form of a
picture painted by a member, Mr. Wright, and subscribed for
by tho members. A most enjoyable evening was spont.

“ Apostolic bands, after a manner of speaking, are laid
upon us. In closing a business letter, Mr. G. W. Foote,
editor of tho London Freethinker and successor of Charlos
Bradlaugh as president of the National Secular Society,
writes: 'Just a lino more—to say how glad | am that you
stick to your brother’'s old post and keep tho Truthseeker
so bold and bright. As ono of the oldest (one can't say
longest, though that would bo better if ono could) fighters
for Frecthought, and the editor of tho only weekly Froe-
thought paper in England, I Bend you my benediction.” ”—
Qeorge Macdonald, editor 1L Truthseeker ” (New York).
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Our esteemed contributor, Mr. W. Mann, will be pleased
to know that his Freethinker article on “ Blood and Fire ”
has been reproduced, with proper acknowledgment, in the
New York Truthseeker, and thus helps to propagate Free-
hought in America.

The Secular Society, Ltd., is organising a course of two
Sunday evening lectures (Dec. 5 and 12) at the St. Pancras
Baths, Prince of Wales'-road. Another course of Sunday
evening lectures is arranged for at the Stratford Town Hall
in January.

London “ saints” and some provincial ones will please
note that the Annual Dinner is fixed to take place at the
Holborn Restaurant on Tuesday, January 11, which happens
to be the President’s Birthday.

CHRIST AND HIS PRIESTS.
Nay, if indeed thou be not dead,
Before thy terrene shrine be shaken,
Look down, turn usward, bow thine head ;
0 thou that wast of God forsaken,
Look on thine household here, and see
These that have not forsaken thee.

Thy faith is fire upon their lips,
Thy kingdom golden in their hands ;
They scourge us with thy words for whips,
They brand us with thy words for brands;
The thirst that made thy dry throat shrink
To their moist mouths commends the drink.

The toothed thorns that bit thy brows
Lighten the weight of gold on theirs ;
Thy nakedness enrobes thy spouse
With the soft sanguine stuff she wears
Whose old limbs use for ointment yet
Thine agony and bloody sweat.

The blinding buffets on thine head
On their crowned heads confirm the crown;
Thy scourging dyes their raiment red,
And with thy bands they fasten down
For burial in the blood-bought field
The nations by thy stripes unhealed.
—A. C. Swinburne, “ Before a Crucifix.”

SATAN’'S WORRY.
King Satan sat upon his throne,
Lost in solemn thinking;

Ho seemed a figure turned to stone
From some dread horror shrinking.
His wrinkled brow was frown bedecked,
His breath came thick and fast;
His eyes bulged out with such aspect
As though he’d breathe his last.

His helpers feared to speak or smile,
But in silence gazed and wondered.
If aught approached, in any style,
Like mad he stamped and thundered.
Ho sent his imps to every store
Where fuel could be gotten,
And when the bills came, how he sworo
Would bring a blush to cotton.

Ho ordered a new scorching pot,
Tho very best invention,
Contracted to stay double hot
With just half the attention.
Hip best friends gathered round his chair
And for tho causo did face him :
“ Tho Popo is due,” said ho, “ and whoro
In Hades can | place him ?”
— Wilby Heard, in the New York “ Truthseeker.”

SUPERSTITION VEItSUS SUPERSTITION.

Tho man of tho world despises Catholics for taking their
roligious opinions on trust and boing tho slaves of tradition.
As if he had himself formed his own most important opinions
either in religion or anything else. He laughs at them for
their superstitious awo of tho Church. As if his own in-
ward awo of tho Greater Number wore ono whit loss of a
superstition. Ho mocks their deferenco for the past. As if
his own absorbing deference to tho present were ono tittlo
bettor bottomod or a jot moro rospcctablo. Tho modern
emancipation will profit us very littlo, if tho status quo is to
bo fastened round our necks with tho despotic authority of a
heavenly dispensation, and if in tho stead of ancient Scrip-
tures wo arc to accept tho plonary inspiration of Majorities.
—John Morley.
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Bible Stories Retold.

David at the Court of King Saul
(1 Sam. xvii.,, Xxvm.).

King David of Israel is one of the most remarkable
figures in Old Testament history. Although tbe
plays of William Shakespeare, at that early perioe>
had not been penned, yet, agreeable to their marvel-
lous insight into the crookedness of human ways,®mr

Israelitish worthy was a man who, in his tiffle
played many parts. Giant-killer, warrior, courtier»
king, poet, musician, play-actor, dancer, outlaws
libertine, murderer,—these were some of

numerous rdles in which, like a quick-change arbs »
he successfully appeared. As a play-actor he had n
equal. On one oocasion he joined a company 0
strolling players who were touring the outlying P*
vinces with a blood-ourdling tragedy, entitled 4
Madman. The principal actor taking ill just w®
they had an important engagement to appear bet®
the King of Gath, David volunteered to act as nnd®
study. AnNd so realistic was his impersonation of *
madman that Achish, the king, was actually deceiv >
and imagined the actor was really “ up a pole. ,
a towering rage the monarch sent for the n
Chamberlain. “ Good God, sir,” he yelled, “haX at
not madmen enough of my own countrymen &J
me in the palace that thou sendest a foreign I*1®,
into my presence ? Take him away ” (1 Sam. x*1
And the play was brought to an untimely end be
the finish of the third act.

David first came publicly into prominence W
nection with the slaughter of the Philistine gl
Goliath of Gath. The country of the Phih6
adjoined the land of the Israelites, and, as ®
unusual with near neighbors, they were d ~
enemies, and constantly at war. Quarrelling®
their neighbors wa3 the principal pastime of
Israelites, and when they got tired of killing bob j
and goats for sacrificial purposes, they used to g°
and kill a few Philistines for sport. . Og

The popular impression of the Philistines as 3
hardy, fierce warriors is altogether a false one> 4
they simply fell like timid birds before a sports# ~
gun ; and on one occasion a doughty Israelite
a thousand of them with no other weapon tba ~
jawbone of an ass. But sometimes they ma“0”oai)g
stand, as once happened when David was but ay
stripling, tending his father’s sheep. Preach® ,at
very fond of picturing tho future King of I® ~jtb
this time out in the lonely fields communing”® 9
Nature, and meditating upon her secrets,
matter of fact, ho was doing nothing of tb
he was practising continually with his sU
stones, and there was rarely a bird ever came ,, nitfi
sight that young David did not, with nnOrr™.ele °{
bring to the ground. Many of these birds

Q@

ad

course, not Killed outright, and one day, ont #
had exceptionally “ good sport,” he sent a P ~Ner®
twenty-four of the best to King Saul. w3
made into a pie by the Fronch chef, and “10 ¢S 0

such a deoidod change from the usual "jgb®®%
barley cakes and lambs’ fry that his Royal relflari®
was mightly pleased. It was this chefwb0 ¢jsb \
to the head waitress, “ Wasn't that a daio y
set before a king ?” And thus it was tha
lar rhyme,—
Four and twonty blackbirds baked in a l)ie’
first originated. . RO
Now David hoard that the Philistines g®
bold stand aad kxgught into the field ~ ~0
tho vory sight of whom struck terror into d

Ee?ore tho arr;nles ofTsrae (5 Fn%? 19 '"Q' g
0 Ir,,r[<c<) »

RIEREPL0  ° ax Set punche ao
when tho giant n ~ 06 of battlo>and °ather Slit

B o £fo€§m3§a”8 thvid

%ﬁ%ﬂat natf af VLVP‘h his sling, B -
O %reensv\ard Wi 0a0 ﬁﬁn S

a

N
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mwould be difficult to say
Philistines or the Israelites were the more surprised

at this unexpected change in the for n° ,  their
armies. But when the Israelites r S tjme
normal condition of consciousness it was jo dis_
to see the last of the Philistine army P, foer the
appearing over the top of a distan the first
stunning effect of the surprise had Pa88®a’,, Kkin,,
man to recover the faculty of speec
“Who—who is that youth?” be asked
de-camp. “Your Highness,’ said the g * ~»
addressed, “ that is the youth who sen_ N a
twenty blackbirds, of which the chef twice
delicious pie.” *“ Then,” said the King, ard.”
indebted to him, and ho shall bave 1, » any
Calling the Chief Secretary of State, heasl d 17
the public offices were vacant; a > , ,ave
Informed that they were all suitaby ’ ““nd
mstructions for the _creation a, .hA Court of

thus it was that David was installed g]; the

King Saul in the capacity of jester-musiciait
Modern preachers profess to see in this «our

aim of David’s a providential guidance of! the®ston”

but when it is remembered that in meQ g0
Penjamin alone there were seven hnndre cQQld
expert with the sling that, left-handed, t y »~ &
hnock spots off a ghost, either holy or p N a
range of three hundred yards and never m by~
hairsbreadth (Judges xx. 16), it will be ¢ ne
there was really nothing supernatural in a

ln’P’\he wide expanse of a giant’'s forehead

day h f Wal Riffn gk Tn nwomnigﬂ ghn er of his
to’l at he was also the premier Slnger belng known

Were h as “ Mm sweet singer of Israel.” Nor
alone . ®accomp|ishments confined to these two arts
itjstr ° ae excelled in the use of various musical
and jJtae°t8—the timbrel, the tamborine,the cymbal,
reqoi ® banjo. His duties in the royal household
those ° Itn to play before the king and while away
too 8d Carea State which an empty exchequer all
to kee °  ~ Imprints upon the monarchical brow,—
felioitP m "act’, emotional apparatus in a state of
Would0118 ed u*bbrium. Sometimes, of course, he
v°Cal var7 the entertainment with a selection
Patrinr WBIC’ an<* is said that his rendering of the
O0Wn 1C80D® “ Uneasy lies the head that wears
tuorni’ Was 80 effective that always the following
WhenD™ *be Kking slept long past his usual hour,
in tjjO’ as 8°metimes happened, David was not wanted
tioe8 I0yal palace, he used to go out and kill Philis-
of thnf  there was any person whom the Israelites
'vho 0 POriod esteemed as a hero, it was the man
later 0° - Philistines. Only, as we shall see
aootjj N’ Naa n°t their scalps that counted, but
X?as qqi Curious part of their anatomy. So David
Nas s. On>y a favorite at the palace, but his fame
te8dlfc Read. abroad throughout the land. As the
Stew r°poated victories over the enemy, he
esPecianre an<® more in the public estimation, and
°U One Yy did he become the hero of the ladies. And
>ally00ca8ion when he had returned from an un-
that f,~reat slaughter of the Philistines, we read
PRty anwgmBn eame oeut of aH the civies aof laraal,
~NeUts of 0 dancing with timbrels, and with instru-
dayu musié. That must have been a Mafeking
4ati wnty, fche lIsraelites, g wey further read. that
8id__ moo sang one to another in their play, and

Saul hath slain his thousands
"Ut David his ten thousands.”

a dife refo' He hopt this saying in his heart—for
N w \ﬁlarr/ ?06: “ And Saul eyed David from that

’ (@ Sam. xviii. 9).
to be the duty of the historian compels
°Ver thé f i the facts, we would prefer to

If n 0®mnH following incident; but personal indi
bav avid bo set aside, in the interests of truth
K of T u a way with him Of S4ptiVating fthe

Lether tiife ladies at the court, he was not alfco-
QR 22\ ' because he was young and hand-
3B to thnH m® In his ways, and women’s hearts
becatno of° virtuou8 attractions. But the old
sossed by the green-eyed monster;
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and when little differences arose between them in
regard to the MiriamB and the Rachels, it is sad to
relate that he did not observe those niceties of
etiquette that obtained among gentlemen of a later
date, when they nominated their seconds and gave
their opponents the choioe of weapons. The old
monarch took a mean advantage ; and on a day when
the young man was wooing those charms of music
that soothe the savage breast (another of the sayings
of David, born of his experiences before the old
monarch), the king savagely flung a spear at David’s
head, which happily missed its mark and imbedded
itself in the opposite wall.

Saul would gladly have got rid of David, but by
this time he was too great a favorite with the
populace. Indeed, his services to the country, in
putting a post-Malthusian check upon the Philistine
population, rendered it necessary that suitable public
recognition be made of the country’s obligation. It
was not customary, in those days, to vote £10,000
out of the Treasury to the country's benefactors,
and if it had been, the state of the exchequer would
have prevented compliance with the custom. The
usual thing was to make them a present of a few
wives. So, in the country’s name, Saul said: “ Be-
hold my daughter, Merab, her will I give unto David
to wife.” Clothing among the early Israelites was
not such a complicated matter as it is with us;
consequently, little time was lost in the preparation
of the marriage trousseau. The happy event was
fixed for two days later. But the course of true love
did not run any more smoothly then than it does
now. And on the morning of the wedding-day,
David was just putting the finishing touches to his
necktie, at the same time admiring himself in the
glass, when a messenger knocked at his dressing-
room door to inform him that Merab, half an
hour earlier, had been married by her father to
Adriel, the Meholathite. This was a regular
“ knock ah’t.” David first turned an ashy white,
and then red, and then green and pink (as
the saying is). At last, when he had somewhat
recovered himself, he said with some emphasis,
“Well, I'll be ------ " We have left this blank,
because considerable difference of opinion exists
among commentators as to whether the original
Hebrew merely means “ blowed,” or whether it is an
expletive of stronger signification. Those readers
whose notions of David’s character are based merely
upon pulpit utterances, will be disposed to fill in the
blank with the milder term; but those acquainted
with his real character, will probably incline to the

stronger expletive. The messenger still waited;
and, seeing David’s abstraction, he said: “ Shall I
dismiss the cab, sir?” “ Go to Jericho with the
oab,” was the somewhat uncivil answer he received.

And this was the true origin of the saying, “ Go to
Jerioho.”

Some time later, it was told Saul that his younger
daughter Miohal loved David, and such is the per-
versity of human nature, the thing pleased him.
So with true fatherly solicitation for her future
happiness, and deep concern for the mental peace of
his prospective son-in-law, he said : “ | will give him
her, that she may be a snare unto him.” And to
David he said: “ We will let bygones be bygones;
this day shalt thou be unto me a son-in-law a second
time.” David highly appreciated the irony of the
joke. As, of course, Michal was to be a present, the
old king could not expect the usual Oriental acknow-
ledgment in return for a wife; but, for custom’s
sake, he thought he would like if David could
procure the foreskins of a hundred Philistines—a
very curious dowry indeed. If it had been “ scalps ”

would have been a difficult matter, but foreskins
was quite a modest request. David promptly slipped
out by the back door, and in less than half an hour
he returned with double the quantity, and mightily
pleased his father-in-law with a gift of two hundred
Philistine foreskins. What was the nature of the
surgical instrument with which David operated on
these two hundred ungodly Philistines, we are not
told, but—if we may speak with reverenoe whore the
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sacred narrative is silent—we venture to think it not
unlikely that it was the jawbone of an ass. So
Michal became David’s wife; but as we are writing
history and not fiction, we cannot truthfully add
that they “ lived happily ever after.”

The same regard for truth impels us to notice an
inexcusable error on the part of the sacred writer.
He gets into a mix with regard to these two
daughters of Saul. In 2 Samuel xxi. 8, he says it
was “ Michal ” who married Adriel, the Meholatbite,
and even goes so far as to give a list of the children
that were born to them of the marriage. It is true
that later Saul took David’'s wife and re-married her
to Palti or Paltiel, the son of Laish, but, as we have
seen, it was “ Merab,” and not Michal, that was
married to Adriel. Probably the inspiration tap was
shut off when the sacred narrator made this grievous
blunder.

David was now a captain in the army, but he still
occasionally dropped in to cheer up his father-in-law
with a little music. However, the old man never
forgot that odious comparison which was the burden
of the women’s song on the day that David made
such a slaughter of the Philistines; and an evil
spirit that was hovering round the palace, one day
took possession of him, and he again viciously flung
a javelin at his relative's head with intent to do
grievous bodily harm. The position was now be-
coming serious, and after this second murderous
attempt upon his life, David thought it best for a
while to give the king a wide berth. He was sure
that evil was brewing and that the king would again
seek his destruction. So bidding his wife a loving
farewell, he sought the hospitality of heathen climes.
Going many days journey beyond the Arabah of the
wilderness he came at last to cities of civilisation ;
and there a stranger in a strange land, he sat down
beside the rivers of Babylon, and—wept when he

remembered Zion. Joseph Bryce_

A Chance for Romanists.
*—

By L. K. Washburn.

That there is distrust of Rome’s professions of love
for America no one who loves our institutions will
deny. We share this distrust. Doubtless Rome
appreciates the freedom which she enjoys in this
land— a freedom which she never proffered to others
where she ruled—but that she loves American insti-
tutions there is not the slightest evidence, and when
a Roman Catholic journal or a Roman Catholic priest
proclaims the Pope’s love of America we know better
than to trust the statement. The freedom in this
country which Rome enjoys is the freedom to grow.
She sees in numbers her opportunity to govern the
nation. But of the many privileges of education, of
better surroundings, of higher enjoyment for ber
followers, she not only takes no advantage, but sets
herself squarely in opposition to them. This is
sufficient to show that Rome does not sympathise
with the spirit of our nation. The truth is that
Rome hates and fears liberty and hates and fears
any education that tends to make the human mind
independent.

In a recent editorial the Boston Herald referred to
the public school system of this country as “ the
most democratic of all the national institutions and
most serviceable in conserving democratic ideals.”
Does Rome share this conviction? Dies Rime
proclaim this view of our public schools ? Does
Rome work to maintain this glorious system in this
land ? An honest answer of these questions con-
demns every profession of Rome’s love for America.

Roman Catholics in the United States have a
chance to show their love of our institutions by
refusing to support the parochial school, but how
many will dare to do it? Every Roman Catholic
loves Rome better than America. To paraphrase the
well-known words of Jesus in the gospel of Matthew,
we say to Romanists: No man can serve two rulers,
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for either he will hate the one and love the other,
else he will hold to the one and work against the
other. You cannot serve Rome and Americal

When an Italian comes to these shores and declarg8
his intention of beooming an American citizen, » B
not enough that he abjure his allegiance to ®
King of Italy, but he should also be required
abjure his allegiance to the Pope of Rome,
when an Irishman comes here it is not sufficient to
him to abjure his allegiance to the King of
Britain, but he should also be required to abjure n
allegiance to the Pope of Rome. A man dvger
against himself cannot be trusted. He cannot be
free man and follow a political despot or a relig*
tyrant. We hold that a man cannot love Americ
and American institutions and serve Rome arid °P
hold parochial schools. In this country we wan
no institutions that are designed to make J®
Mohammedans, Roman Catholic Christians °r\¢~
testant Christians, but honest, intelligent, IIPri™.e
citizens, men and women who love the right,
true, and the good.

A flag may be only a piece of buntiog, but the
that waves over a free land and signifies to
citizens political and religious liberty is the nob
emblem that glorifies the air. There is only O
such flag in this continent and every human be
who comes here to share our liberty should love
flag above every emblem on earth. , @O

If a man loves liberty he should send his chiw
to the school where liberty is found, and where
mind is not guided by ecclesiastical avarice.

— Truthseekcr (New York)'

)

The Note of Personal Authority*

I+ we had a skilful artist who was deeply versed in FB\AE}U;
and ecclesiastical history, he might be induced nianPoeil
gallery of portraits of the various gods which human ke
have worshiped from the earliest times. But what w*'widld
more interesting work from the pencil of such an artis

be a gallery of one particular god—such as Jaliveb,
ample—depicting what that warlike person was a plae
representing the subtle modifications that have £a“e,rait of
in his features, conclude the series by giving us a P°r

him as ho is to-day, or what he is supposed to be 7 "Nj®
who to-day put any faith in him. | venture to say “ ™jd
representation of the Jahweh of the twentieth

bear little or no resemblance to the Jahweh of t ~”ed
Israelites. The Christians took over Jahweh, whits ~jgt,
him and represented him as the father of Jed's “gs,
robbed him of his warlike attributes as the God o ™ joBed
and—oparticularly during the last fifty years—have ~ »
him down that he is now becoming generally regar , ,0
loving, benevolent, gentle old man who desires h i to

should perish, but who seeks the good of all- . o0fef

feared, however, that his character is now somew [o= 53

loss ; and, indeed, the prominence of his son has ra

the old gentleman into the background. , tyrepr
The authority which rulers and oppressors an coud

have in the past exercised over the mass of the pe bo
not have been exercised so long, and with sUY\,vrants
for the fact that these rulers, oppressors, and t®
duced ignorant people to believe, as indubitably  gOar°d
that authority emanated from a mysterious

and was conferred by a Divine person. Thev g god1
some of the modern views about the personahtyg w®
Christian Churches roally makes the religion o *1

hold the views a negative, purposeless, and &
But it is different with the religion of those ' 0 inJi9
that God is an actual definite person, who made iieePV
own image. Their religion is of real service

groat numbers of people “ in order”—that is, ID , thc?
to a minority who claim to have conferred ~jjjb0”

Divine authority. Humanity is still in its ear 70 |jgbtellait

Men and women, even in an age supposed to bo e rgs
salienmmhy go thuiough the maost ludidiaus farces iDOO*

of the notions they havo got about supernatural rge
vening in human affairs. Thus they dress np ”~jn 10

robes a puppet from among themselves, declare ~pgtd »
tho God-sent one to reign over them, prostrate®oaencO' ,ck
before him, kneel to him and uncover in his P tpoQ* f>
tho last coronation in Kngland a priest anoin'  (

with oil to make him “the Lord’s anointed,”
scientific research has proved, this ceremony °£
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with oil was a custom of other savage tribes besides the
Jews who gave us eur religien. This idea of persenal
authority has, in the main, been injurious to humanity and
an obstacle to progress. By the efforts of men like Paine a
Send deal of the nonsense about it was knocked out of the
. ren°h and the Americans, who have gone in for Repu *tal*
Ism >but the ignorant and half-educated human being eary
loves a show. The numerous pageants we have recenty
S®en notices of in the press and illustrated papers are proof
0 this fact. How little removed is the solemn p ay
an many of our grown-ups, from the little boys piaymg at
aoldiers or pirates in the garden, or little girls dressing their
j ®In tho nursery 1 The duty that lies upon adult Persons
"~the morally imperative duty—of using the faculty o re
kw been terribly neglected. State pageants and re lgious
Processions and ceremonials may raise a fleeting smi >
~at must soon be cleared away by gloomy reflection upon
‘be inward condition of things which these pageants, pro
eessions, and ceremonials indicate. With our lips we re
Pndiate the divine right of kings. In fact, we assert and
that right not only as vested in monarchs, bu a
anb-kings and all rulers, down to the working-man J.P. and

in husbands and fathers. . f
What is all this dressing and bowing and scrapin to

gods, kings, priests, and nobles but evidenco of the fact that,
a 8uPerficial venoer of modern civilisation,
“6atk we are savages and animals ? “ Man s ‘“humanity to
? an makes countless thousands mourn” wrote Robert
. r‘s; and has man’s inhumanity grown so very m '
*mce the days of Burns? All these grim social and
Economic problems of the day-12 000,000 on he verge of
Naryation, nearly a million unemployed, infantile mortality,
Myriads living in dens of vice and filth-all these owei the r
mstence to this principle of personal authority andl t
bbmission 0f tho majority of people to those 8UPPose" to
“e clothed with authority by an Almighty God. WaIliat does
Sioguhmission_involye 2 It pesassarily involves the resig-
?chib't think, speak, or act for one’s self; it
*QerenfVinen*a® ac*J°n and investigation; it denies any
Oiaochn 1*1*° In man to stand up in the right of his own
Wheil 0 an(J d° and dare for himself. Why ? Because
this pr- ~P*0 have for a long period adopted and endured
becessa3d1 0 PerfloDa* authority, the great bulk of them
bavirl, t*” become degraded by being dependent upon and
is tijy ,° °~ey their great ones or supposed teachers. That
leernel v¢ heligiione UDela Obey without asking
"bet to tl aD™ comtQand. Obedience to personal authority
of all hi tlle ~ctates of enlightened reason—is the keystone
TIjO VeI Physical or intellectual.
Gobpass'Cs* no]Jeru representation of God as so loving and
b°Ped t/0?a’6 a father is a clerical device by which it is
they willh emo*on8 of people will be so stirred that
be srm,,,,. "e attracted to church. But such adevice can only
with a class who have no historical or scien-
~Akhnisl~e”™ 0" an(J “ke numbers of that class are rapidly
for exam*0® ~ke mos* pathetic pictures of Christ's death,

JJkristiai/l  ai° Pa* 2~ _ _m order to Secure recruits for the
faith. But while everyone with a spark of

ihe stud”™ cotuPas8ionates any victim of cruelty and injustice
great laws of nature and of the past

= fofy of
Vektns  “ aoking knows that there have been many such
8*otio’ k® cannot accept the conclusions of tho religious

ffod Almi 'ht ak°u#f Christ's personality. If Christ were man
« r°fo as -7*~ In one person, would his suffering have been so
IQ reserv* &/aS”~ Surely not. He had his Divine strength
JMoerinoo0 In ~kat case, and that would have made his
Kristian & a 111411 no&80 very 8er‘ous after all. Anyhow,
Quhiber s kave got their own back. They have got a
fourdeia Ot PeoPle out of the way since Christ's death by
linker«tr'’k more painful and revolting than his.

‘foaveni w *ke proof of a benovolent God and a loving
°f the u m &tker ? Where is the proof of an impartial ruler
°alfod 7>;lv@&se? | saw in a sloppy monthly religious paper
ibol( Jle..ritish Workman tho quotation of a remark by
'He nev  ‘Dg tnan’ who concluded his testimony by saying :
k-" rj,/ler sends a mouth but what he sends the meat for
63tPerier,at old gentleman had perhaps been fortunate in his
faniem @es; but tho dear old soul was arguing from the
i (@J* t0 the general with a vengeance. Whether God
zf- el mULIS or not- we know verY well there are plenty of
~Ptnj  k* to-day, and there always will bo till men

a“e and natural view of life. SJII>LB Sandy>

w el done for by A BULL,

QY gid 1 wisdom of the grown-ups)
Uhpifi r. Luther die ?’ _

%h,i: lta=" Die? Qb in the erdinaty way, | suppose.’

8excomnTIl' Undo I you really don’'t know anything. He
wunicated by a bull.”

Well,

Correspondence.

SIR ROBERT ANDERSON EXPLAINS.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—1 have just seen the current number of your paper.
In your notes on the essay | read at the Evangelical
Alliance Convention, on October 21, you put various ques-
tions to me. | don't at all suppose you would give me ppace
to answer them, but possibly your courtesy will allow me to
offer the following remarks upon them.

Your criticisms are based, of course, on some newspaper
paragraph about a paper that it took half an hour to read—a
paper that is shortly to be printed—and as a man of the
world | venture to think that even you would be surprised
to find how much there is in it with which you would agree.
But the newspapers, as is their wont, have picked out a few
isolated sentences which, taken out of their context, warrant
certain of your criticisms.

I will ask leave to notice only two points. The Acts of
the Apostles clearly indicates that miracles ceased in
Jerusalem after the stoning of Stephen. And the “ Ichabod”
upon the Jewish nation, for whom the miracles were
specially given, is recorded in the last chapter of the book.

And as to Spiritualism and demons. Being both by
temperament and training a hopeless sceptic, | utterly
refuse to believe that Mr. Stead can be “ put on” to Mr.
Gladstone and Cardinal Manning on his spiritualistic tele-
phone. So | fall back on an alternative belief. Unless Mr.
Stead and bis allies are a pack of shameless frauds and
liars, the spirits of the séance must belong to that world of
demons of which we read in the Gospels. | am generous
enough to accept this latter explanation of the facts.
Rouert Anderson,

[We believe that Sir Robert Anderson underrates our willing-
ness to give him a hearing. He would be perfectly entitled,
according to our code of journalistic etiquette, to answer all the
questions we might put to him. We are not surprised at his
being misrepresented in press reports. The newspapers usually
taboo us, and when they break silence they nearly always mis-
represent us. On that point we have a fellow feeling with Sir
Robert Andorson.—Editor.]

SPEAK OUT 1

One reason why so many persons are really shocked and
pained by the avowal of heretical opinions, is the very fact
that such avowal is uncommon. If unbelievers and doubters
were more courageous, believers would bo less timorous. It
is because they live in a fool's paradise of seeming assont
and conformity, that the breath of an honest and outspoken
word strikes so eager and ripping on their sensibilities. If
they were not encouraged to suppose that all the world is of
their own mind, if they were forced out of that atmosphere
of self-indulgent silences and hypocritical reserves, which is
systematically poured round them, they would acquire a
robuster mental habit. They would learn to take dissents
for what they are worth. They would be led either to
strengthen or to discard their own opinions, if the dissents
happened to be weighty or instructive; either to refute or
neglect such dissents as should be ill founded or insignificant.
They will remain valetudinarians, so long as the curtain of
compromise shelters them from the real belief of those of
their neighbors who have ventured to use their minds with
some measure of independence. A very brief contact with
people who, when tho occasion comes, do not shrink from
saying what they think, is enough to modify that excessive
liability to be shocked at truth-speaking, which is only so
common because truth-speaking itself is so unfamiliar.—

John Motley.

The immortality of the soul is a thing that concerns ub so
closely and touches us so profoundly, that one must have
lost all feeling to be indifferent as to knowing how the
matter is. All our actions and all our thoughts follow such
different paths, according as there are external goods to hope
for or not, that it is impossible to take a step with sense and
judgment, without regulating it in view of this point, which
ought to bo our first object.—Pascal.

Yea, if no morning must behold
Man, other than wero they now cold,
And other deeds than past deeds done,
Nor any near or far-off sun
Salute him risen and sunliko-souled,
Free, boundless, fearless, perfect, one,
Let man’s world die like worlds of old,
And hero in heaven's sight only bo
Tho solo sun on the worldless sea.
—A. C. Swinburne.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday,

and be marked “ Lecture Notice” if not sent on postcard.
LONDON.
INDOCE

Istington Bbanch N. S. 8. (Secular Hall, Church-street, Upper-
street, N.): 7.30, W. J. Bamsey, “ What must we do to be
saved?”

West Ham Beanch N. S. 8. (Public Hall (Minor), Barking-
road, Canning Town): 7.30, W. Heaford, “ Ferrer : His Schools
and His Persecutors.”

O otdoob.

Istington Beanch N.S.S. (Highbury Corner):
Walter Bradford and Sidney Cook.

W ood Geeen Beanch N. 8. S. (Spouters’ Corner) : 11.30, N. J.
Evans, “ Let Us Make God, etc.” Seven Sisters’ Corner, 7,
N. J. Evans, “ The God Jehovah.”

COUNTKY.
I ndooe.

Biemingbam Beanch N. S. S. (Burrow's Coffee House, Spring
Hill) : Thursday, Nov. 18, Herbert Thompson, a Paper.

Beistol Beanch N. S. S. (Shepherds’ Hall, Old Market-street):
Wednesday, Nov. 17, at 8, Meeting to arrange for indoor lectures.

E dinbdbgh Seculae Society (Club Booms, 12 Hill-square):
6.30, Mr. Smithies, “ Egoism.”

Glasgow Seculae Society (Hall, 110 Brunswick-street): H. P.
Ward, 12 (noon), “ Why | Do Not Believe in God 6.30, “ Do
the Dead Live ?”

L eicesteb Seculae Society (Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate):
6.30, J. McCabe, “ The Evolution of Morality.—Il. Morality
among the Higher Savages.” Lantern illustrations.

Livebfool Beanch N. S. S. (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square) :
G. W. Foote, 3, “ What Ferrer Died For”; 7, “ The Master's
Mind : Shakespeare’s Philosophy of Life and Death.”

Manchestee Beanch N. S.S. (Secular Hall, Busholme-road,
All Saints) : 6.30, Miss Daisy Hailing, Grand Dramatic Becital.
Pianoforte selections.

Newcastle Bationalist Debating Society (Hedley Café,
Clayton-street): 7.30, C. Watson, “ Militarism.”

Nottingham (Cobden Hall, Peachey-street): 7.30, J. Long,
" Natural Law in Sex Belation.”

NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY.

12 (noon),

A SOCIAL GATHERING
has been arranged by the N. S. S. Executive at

ANDERTON’'S HOTEL, Fleet Street, E.C.,
ON
Thursday, November 18, at 8 p.m.
TO MEET

Mb. G. W. FOOTE, President N. S. S., Me. J. T. LLOYD,
Me. C. COHEN, Etc.
Tickets may be obtained from
E. M. Vance, Secretary, 2 Newcastle-st.,, Farringdon-st., E.C.

MUSIC. SPEECHES.

WORKS BY G. W. FOOTE.

BIBLE ROMANCES.
6d., post 2Jd.  Superior edition (160 pages),
post 2Jd.

CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS. Second and oheaper
edition. Recommended by Mr. Robert Blatchford in Ood
and My Neighbor. 1Id., post id.

CHRISTIANITY AND SECULARISM.

Popular edition, with Portrait, paper
cloth 2s,

Four Nights' Public

Debate with the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Paper, Is.;
cloth Is. 6d., post 2d.
COMIC SERMONS AND OTHER FANTASIAS. 8d., post Id.

DARWIN ON GOD. Containing all the passages in the works
of Darwin bearing on the subject of religion. 6d., post Id.

DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH. Three hours' Address to the
Jury before Lord Coleridge. With Special Prefaoce and
many Footnotes. 4d., post Id.

DROPPING THE DEVIL: and Other Free Church Per-
formances. 2d., post id.

FLOWERS OF FREETHOUGHT. First Series, doth, 2s. 6d.,
post 3d. Second Series, cloth 2s. 6d., post 3d.

GOD SAVE THE KING. An English Republican’'s Coronation
Notes. 2d., post id.

HALL OF SCIENCE LIBEL CASE, with Full and True
Account of the “ Leeds Orgies.” 3d., post Id.

INTERVIEW WITH THE DEVIL. 2d., postid.
INGERSOLLISM DEFENDED AGAINST ARCHDEACON

FARRAR. 2d., post id.
JOHN MORLEY AS A FREETHINKER. 2d., post id.
LETTERS TO THE CLERGY. (128 pp.). Is., post 2d.

LIE IN FIVE CHAPTERS ; or, Hugh Prioe Hughes' Con-

verted Atheist. 1d., post id.

MRS. BESANT'S THEOSOPHY.
2d., post id.

A Candid Criticism
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BUSINESS CARDS.

Short advertisements are inserted under this heading at the
of 2s. per half inch and 3s. 6d. per inch. No advertise »
under this heading can be less than 2s. or extend beyon
inch. Special terms for several continuous insertions.
FEEETHOUGHT BADGES.—Th Design
.—The new N. S. S. Badge fioner
is the French Freethinkers’ emblem—a single Pans £ i '
Button shape, with strong ping Has been the meang’ _rm
pleasant introductions. Price, single. 2d., postage v
3tion to Branches.—N.S.S. Seca
2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C. _

HARRYIIOULTER, Leysian Offices, 10S City-road
floor), is now prepared to receive Tailoring Orders g
descriptions at moderate prices. Will wait upon custo
with patterns on receipt of postcard.

N

MADE TO MEASURE, 3 pairs fine trousers for Js
and self-measure form free. Wonderful value‘b' &
W ilson, 22 Northside-terrace, Bradford.

a first-class Overcoat to Measure, any color. Patterns ~
self-measurement form on receipt of postcard.

TWO PAIRS Pure Wool Blankets, good size, for 21s. carr'*gu
paid. Direct from the warehouse. Better vain6 |

different and to different measures, if necessary
- . I| qiia, fo
27s. 6d. for a first-class Suit to Measure, any color. ~ d;ur
Gott, 28 Church-bank, Bradford. -
cannot get.—A. Dyson,— 696 Bolton-road, Bradford.

America’s Freethought Newspaper

THE TRUTH SEEKERJpP’
FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, 1873,
CONTINUED BY E. M. MACDONALD, 1833-191U- ~

G. E. MACDONALD. ...,

L. K. WASHBURN ... E ditobial ContMbu
SuBscurnoN R ates. «3.00
Single subscription in advance 500
Two new subscribers 5'00
One subscription two years in advance TS

To all foreign countries, except Mexico, 50 cents per annum ™~

Subscriptions for anly length of time under a year, at the
25 cents per month, may be begun at any time.

Freethinkers everyiehere are invited to send for specimen
which are free.

THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY,

Publishers, Dealers in Freethought Books, mgA
62 Vesey Stbeet, New Yobk, '/
(oBFd

MY RESURRECTION. A Missing Chapter from tne
of Matthew. 2d., post id.

PECULIAR PEOPLE. An Open Letter to Mr. Justice
Id., post id.

PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM. 3d., post id.

REMINISCENCES OF CHARLES BRADLAuGGS.

6d,

syg- ostl*
ROMESBE  ATHEISM? The Great Alternative. 3d-. 0°SUA
SALVATION SYRUP; or, Light on Darkest Engl»» ’

Reply to General Booth. 2d., poBt id. to Jits-
SECULARISM AND THEOSOPHY. A Rejoinder
Besant. 2d., poat id. .
THE GRAND OLD BOOK. A Reply to tim Grand Odnds
An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. W. E ~ jn
Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture. 13.i boun .
is. 6d., post lid. price
THE ATHEIST SHOEMAKER and the Rev '1UdP
Hughes. 1d., post id. |:>Bb0p
THB IMPOSSIBLE CREED. An Open Letter L3
Magee on the Sermon on the Mount. 2d., Poa** of
THE SIGN OF THE CROSS. A Candid Critioied
Wilson Barret's Play. 6d., post lid.
THE DYING ATHEIST. A Story. Id., post id- Mel
THE NEW CAGLIOSTRO. An Open Letter
Blavatsky. 2d., post id. Of the
THE PASSING OF JESUS. The Last Adventures
First Messiah. 2d., post id. jien*9

WAS JESUS INSANE ? A Searching Inquiry intd
Condition of the Prophet of Nazareth. Id., PGB 5 g axlel'
WHAT IS AGNOSTICISM? With Observations on”™ Xdo

Bradlaugh, and Ingersoll, and a Reply to -

Holyoake ; also a Defence of Atheism. 3d., P° Q
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SOCIETY

(LIMITED)
Company Limited by Guarantee.
Registered Office—2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON. E.C.
Chairman of Board of Directors—Mk. G. W. FOOTE.

Secretary— Mias

Tnw. Society was formed in 1898 to a5 ° , ar"purposes.

acquisition and application of funds iorS , ,, ,, aj. Society's

The Memorandum of Association” sets human conduct
Objects are:—To promote the princip e , upon super-
should he based upon natural knowledge, i¢i jg the proper

oatural belief, and that human welfare m fr(edom of inquiry,
To of all thought and action. To promote freedo

clpt Promate universal Secular Education. To promote the com-
W f®,s®Marisation of the State, etc., etc. And to'do allsuch
hold Onngs as are conducive to such objects. Also '
M receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised,
bequeaths by any person, and to employ the same for any ot
Purlposes of the Society. c ;v
lability of members is limited to £1, m case the Somety
I—trbuﬂfgerabren g\é% rﬂlkelf}r&‘) g I% gag,rs]%g/s. were insufficient tO
ye~fbers W an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent
mphY subscription of five shillings. L.
lam, 8ociety has a considerable number of members, butaT ue*
S d nUmber is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be
“'id amongst those who read this announcement. All who j join
Part|C|pate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of
tion il°Urces- 11 is expressly provided in the Articles of Assooia
the cha- no roember, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from
anv S°ciety- either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or |n
y way whatever.
Li,b® Society's affairs are managed by an elected Board of
t»1?Ctors> consisting of not less than five and not more than
Ve members, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) each year,

Under» the Ban of the
THE

POPULAR

E. M. VANCE.

but are capable of re-election. An Annual General Meeting of
members must be held in London, to receive the Report, elect
new Directors, and transact any other business that may arise.

Being a duly registered body, the Secular Society, Limited,
can receive donations and bequests with absolute security.
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to make
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favor in their
wills.  On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension.
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The executors
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary course of
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in
connection with any of the wills by which the Society has
already been benefited.

The Society’s solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battcock, 23
Rood-lane, Fenchurch-street, London, E.C.

A Form of Bequest—The following is a sufficient form of
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators:—“ | give and
“ bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited, the sum of £--—--
* free from Legacy Duty, and | direct that a receipt signed by
“ two members of the Board of the said Society and the Secretary
“ thereof shall be a good discharge to my Executors for the
“ said Legacy.”

Friends of the Society who have remembered it in'rtheir wills,
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary of
* the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential. This is not necessary,
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, and
their contents have to be established by competent testimony.

London County Council.
EDITION

(Revised and Enlarged)

BIBLE ROI\/IANCES

G W.

FOOTE

With a Portrait of the Author

Newspaper says:—*“ Mr. G W. Footo, chairman of the Secular Society, is well known as a man of

eu Pability.

His Bible Romances have had a large sale in the original edition.

A popular, revised, and

street r edition, at the price of 6d., has now boon published by the Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon.
of tQa, JjOndon, for the Secular Society. Thus, within the reach of almost everyone, the ripest thought of the leaders

6rn opinion are being placed from day to day.”

144 Large Double-Column Pages,

Good Print, Good Paper

SIXPENCE —NET

'‘JI"T"IONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.

nemlnlscences of Charles Bradlaugh

BY

G. W. FOOTE.

ihe

the tn°8t intimate thing ever written about Bradlaugh.

recollections of

Mr. Foote’'s personal

of ~rea”™ “ Iconoclast” during many exciting years, with a page on his attitude in the presence
oath, and an account of his last appearance as President of the National Secular Society. n

UNLISHED at sixpence

reduced to twopence.

(Postage Halfpenny.)

PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.



r.736

OUR CLOTHING
IS NOT CHEAP

AT THE

EXPENSE OF THE WORKER

This is what a Trade Union Paper says:—
“1 was privileged to walk
Clothing Faotory of Messrs. Geo. JESSOP
and Son, Ltd., Batley. The buildings are
well adapted for their business, and far
ahead of many first-class tailors work-
The place

round the

rooms into which | have been.
is one which is healthy morally as well as
physically and financially.”

— Factory Times, August 8, 1906.

Send Postcard for
Patterns and Self-measurement Form.

GEO. JESSOP & SON. LTD.,

Clothing Manufacturers,
BATLEY, YORKSHIRE.

NOTICE.

We beg to inform our numerous friends that
wo have now completed our stock of the 8s. 6d.
“ Business Man’s Boot,” suitable for the

WINTER SEASON.

They are the finest value we have ever
offered. SMART SHAPE, SPECIALLY SELECTED
BOX CALF UPPERS, and EXTRA QUALITY SOLES.

If you have not already sent us your order
do so at once.

Our Ladies’ 5s. lid. Box Calf Boot
brings us repeat orders from all
parts of the world Stocked in three
patterns. Lace, 5s, lid., Button
or Derby, 6s. 3d.

Ifyou require “ Extra Wide Boots,”

writes us. Wo have just the thing
to fit you. Gents’, 11s. 6d. to
14s. 6d. Ladies’, from 6s. lid.

When Ordering encloso postal order, givo size
and send us a pencilled outline of the foot on
a piece of paper as a guide.

Exchange.—Wo are always willing to exchange
any boots which are not to customers’ require-
ments. Our aim is to GIVE SATISFACTION.

Catalogue post froo on application.

WHITEIIOUSE & CO., BOOT FACTORS, STOURBRIDGE.
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NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY.

President: G. W. FOOTE.
Secretary : Miss E M. Vance, 2 Newcastle-st., London, EG

Principles and Objects. u
Secularism teaches that conduct should bo based on reaso®
and knowledge. It knows nothing of divine guidance
interference; it excludes supernatural hopes and fears>
regards happiness as mau’s proper aim, and utility aS
moral guide. u

Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible f*irOuL
Liberty, which is at once a right and a duty; and there
seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest equal freedom
thought, action, and speech.

Secularism declares that theology is condemned by re
as superstitious, and by experience as mischievous,
assails it as the historic enemy of Progress. .

Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition,
spread education; to disestablish religion; to ratiou
morality; to promote peace; to dignify labor: to ex
material well-being; and to realise the self—governn4§nt

the people. m
Any person is eligible as a member on signing
following declaration :— ]
“1 desire to join the National Secular Society, ab =
pledge myself, if admittod as a member, to co-operat®
promoting its objects.”

,/.\
0
n
n
<
of

Membership.

Name.

Address.

Occupation

Dated this................ day of.

This Declaration should bo transmitted to the Secre
With a subscription.

F.S.—Beyond a minimum of Two Shillings per yearLBrto
member is left to fix his own subscription accord o

bis means and intorost in the cause.

. Immediate Practical Objects. Free;

iho Legitimation of Bequests to Secular or other r*a
thought Societies, for tho maintenance and propagaild

heterodox opinions on matters of religion, on the s »
conditions as apply to Christian or Theistic cburcbe

J<j0.

organisations. tha
Tho Abolition of tho Blasphemy Laws, in order
e igion may be canvassed as freely as other subjects, "
out fear of fine or imprisonment. elate
10 Disestablishment and Disendowment of the
Churches in England, Scotland, and Wales. . iy
io Abolition of all Religious Teaching and Bible oJ*a

in Schools, or other educational establishments supP

by the Siate. . <L
The Opening of all endowed educational institutions

° ™ i
IIieOtAErLgJ%a/t?grﬁho?fa Igﬂv%gsﬁ?]t%lrl#%eﬁng with tho =~ ¢tbe
0 . unday for tho purpose of culturo aud recreation , ® 1jes,
Sunday opening of State aud Municipal Museums, LIU
and Art Galleries . ,  secfitd
A Reform of tho JMarriago Laws, BSRGFially 10 lbcrty
equal justico for husband and wife, aud a reasoua
and facility of divorce. , VOnieB>1'
Tho Equalisation of tho legal status of men f“ . tjOns- ,
that all rights may bo independent of sexual “1S! . nCe, aB
Tho Protection of children from all forms 04,.VoUt ot e
from tho greed of those who would mako a pr0
premature labor. . oyileS4y
Tlio Abolition of all hereditary distinctions an ~ puii8
fostering a spirit antagonistic to justico
brotherhood. Of the ?°,u
Tho Improvement by all just nud wise mcA\ €flpctia 3
ditions of daily lifo for tho masses of tho Ff°i -im®0 jo1
in towns—aud cities, where insanitdfy ¥ g0 pro)

dwellings, and tho want of open spacer, -- TVEN is0

weakness and disease, and tho deterioration o D62 Jw
Tho Promotion of tho right aud duty of La ° aBd of

itsolf for its moral aud economical advancenic >

claim to legal protection in such combinations. ~ pH»1 0
Tho Substitution of tho idea of Reform for* . g m»f. O

meut in tho treatment of criminals, so tha fe ¢etcu O

longer bo places of brutalisation, or oven of 1llcjeVatioB
but places of physical, intellectual, aud niora jeg. .0ro
those who are alllietcd with anti-social tern * agto fC uy,
An Kxtousion of tlio moral law to auinia H Ogt cr'Vsti'
thorn Immano treatment and legal protection thc B tet4
Tho Promotion of Peace between nations, of
tution of Arbitration for War in tlio sot

national disputes.
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