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It is siot growing like a Tree
In bulk, doth make men better be;
Or standing long an oak, three hundred ycai,
Tofall a log at last, dry, bald, and sear :
A lily of a day
Is fairer far in May,
Although it fall and die that night;
It was the plant and flower of light.
In small proportions we just beauties see,

And in short measures, life may perfect be.
—Ben Jokson.

The Utility of Falsehood.—II.

PracpTE "D'S chargO that Atheists seem fond of :the
s’a_Ic® flinging the baby into the gutter with the

he is quite ridiculously untrue. We believe
N a(t’OWB that Atheists value morality (if that is
do. mp “ eans hy “ the baby ”) as much as Theists
le&s f Urn*ng one’s back on the gods leaves one no
eav"dG .face withi one’'s feHow men; giving up

ifnand hell ~Q0S n°t destroy the reality of earth;
life'-, there is no future life the value of the present
oQr . er increases than diminishes, since it becomes
Wsallf@ al¥  And a3 morality is but the permanent
adoh social and personal health, of body, mind,
of 8 haracter, it is difficult to see how the rejection
after™?,rnatQrali8m can affect it detrimentally; for,
thiD,a >1'fO and speculation are two very different

CDBST '8 go back to something that happened in
llr. St ™n the Torrey matter a few years ago
bacfj ,ea0 Aid a brave and honorable thing when he
Wh0 h our challenge to the American revivalist
loger8 ] grossly slandered Thomas Paine and Colonel
then ° j thanked him for his gallant aotion
Wo thank him again now. But that is by

the
OpeQ 7' Our objeot is to call his attention to the
SPHgest' 6r we addressed to him in reply to his

°f 0j0 P® that the loss of the supernatural sanction
Neteted m*ght, in time, tend to immorality. We
Purifigd °u”® ?r®t °f all, that it was morality that

~ralif ren”S*oni and not religion that purified
been ui- Mat every age a developing ethio had
fithe b inherited

/ to opEo.se the crudities of |
hgiormjjanrd {iat his- opPpBRIfiBn 6 MABYLfiYy tRo -
f VOQjenf b<Ben a v~tal element in every progressive

n Ninp 1,0 “ ankind. We ventured to quote a
P°WOrful passage from one of Mr. Stead'’s

Wb _chOrs, the great John Ruskin: a passage
religious editor and journalist, and

Weed BVer !

cle evetyy religious advocate, Whether lay or

Heal .
I, to have constantly before him :—

tQrafr thero are many religions, but there is only one
Whigjj There aro moral and immoral religions,
tkoro j *‘er as much in precept as in emotion; but
QUst jS one morality, which has been, is, and
civili8ed® f°r ever, an instinct in the hearts of all

Ward h vién' aS corain and unaltorablo as their_out-
cuily form, and which receives from religion

thg ’;]iéger law>Qor peace ; but only hope, and felicity.”

alich he 5U0ted a longer passage from Ruskin, iu

- alnied that the loss of belief_in tﬁle gcﬁs
4 shaké fts

- . would
wiNer D]thealfy civilised nation i
0Q TtOr its praotice.” In support of this we

1,47 V08 a8 follows :—*“ If men can be moral
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without the fear of hell, why cannot they be moral
without the hope of heaven ? If the Devil is not
necessary to morality, why is God? Why should a
man ill-treat his own children because he has lost his
belief in a celestial father ? Why should he go home
and cry ‘ There is no God,” and knock his wife down
to prove that he believes it? Is there really any
connection between snch opinions and suoh actions ?
And why should a man be cold and callous because
he has no belief in a future life ? Will he not rather
cling all the more tenderly to those he loves and may
lose ? 13it not the dark background of death that
gives the subtlest beauty to the foreground of life ?
Is it not true, as Ingersoll said, that love is a flower
which grows on the edge of the grave ? And was it
not the wisest of all men who said ‘ Conscience is
born of love’? It is in our human relationships
that morality is born, because love resides there.
Take away sex, take away parentage, take away the
prolonged helplessness of infants, take away sociality
with all its material advantages and ideal inspira-
tions, and what morality would remain for religion
to boast of? We are necessarily human beings first,
and religionists afterwards ; and morality belongs to
the first stage instead of the second.”

Mr. Stead was too occupied to reply to us then. We
believe he was called away to Russia on some, urgent
business. But why should he present his old argu-
ment again precisely as though he had never heard
anything against it ? Even if he chooses to ignore
our reply, he has no right to ignore Ruskin’s challenge.
We will go the length of saying that to keep on
repeating a thing, without paying the slightest heed
to serious contradictions and confutations, while itl
is a common device of mere partisan advooates, is
quite unworthy of a man like Stead.

We will now deal with another point in Mr. Stead'’s
article. The high priest in False Gods tells Satni,
the aggressive young Atheist, that the multitude
have to be treated like intellectual children. It was
no good teaching them that pollution of the Nile
would poison them; consequently the Nile had to be
deified, and the pollution of its waters made a sin
against the god. Similarly, the Jackal, being a
useful scavenger, had to be deified, lest its destruc-
tion should breed a pestilence. This imposes on Mr.
Stead a good deal easier than it imposed on Satni.
He hails it with delight, and improves upon it in the
following fashion:—

“ What the High Priest said about the great god
Jackal was perfectly just and true. The Egyptian
substitute for a Public Health Act was to deify the
jackal. And from the point of view of social welfare
and the effective discharge of the simple sanitary duties
on which physical health depends, the deification of the
jackal was much more an effective method of attaining
the necessary end than the publication of a code of
sanitary regulations drawn up by the Chief Medical
Officer of the Local Government Board....... After all,
the ancient habit of our ancestors to improvise a deity
whenever it was necessary to convince the half-
humanised multitude of the existence of a categorical
imperative emanating from the law of the universe, and
enforced by the nature of things, was not only natural,
fit, and proper, it was literally the only way by which
the idea of the duty of implicit obedience could be im-
pressed upon the mind of man.”

Now if Mr. Stead really means all this he should
agitate for all matters of publio hygiene being trans-
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ferred to the Archbishop of Canterbury. Children
should be taught the laws of hygiene in school, not
in the name of Science, but in the name of the Lord.
The Thames Conservancy should hand over its func-
tions to the Bench of Bishops—or perhaps to the
Bishop of London, the Rev. John Clifford, and the
Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster, as representing
the three great branches of the *“ deification” busi-
ness. We foresee a lot of fresh work for Mr. Stead
as soon as he has done with “ Julia” and the ghosts
of Gladstone and Disraeli in relation to the Budget.
But that is for the sweet by-and-bye. In the mean-
time we may be allowed to wonder why Mr. Stead
has forgotten the contents of John Morley’'s book
On Compromise, to which he refers with so much
approval and admiration. John Morley replies to
Mr. Stead by anticipation. Let us hear him :—

“ For all good habits in thought or conduct there are
good and real reasons in the nature of things. To leave
such habits attached to false opinions is to lessen the
weight of these natural or spontaneous reasons, and so
to do more harm in the long run, than effacement of
them seems for a time to do good. Most excellences in
human character have a spontaneous root in our nature.
Moreover, if they had not, and where they have not,
there is always a valid and real external defence for
them. The unreal defence must be weaker than the
real one, and the substitution of a weak for a strong
defence, where both are to be had, is not useful, but the
very opposite.”

We see no necessity to add a word to John Morley’s
reply. It is quite sufficient as it stands to settle Mr.
Stead’s hash.

We beg to remind Mr. Stead of another passage
in John Morley’s book On Compromise : —

“ The law of things is that they who tamper with
veracity, from whatever motive, are tampering with the
vital force of human progress. Our comfort and the
delight of the religious imagination are no better than
forms of self-indulgence, when they are secured at the
cost of that love of truth on which, more than on any-
thing else, the increase of light and happiness among
men must depend. We have to fight and do life-long
battle against the forces of darkness, and anything that
turns the edge of reason blunts the surest and most
potent of our weapons.”

We endorse every word of this fine passage. It
goes to the vital root of the matter. You will never
save the world by lies and hocus-pocus ; truth is the
only useful thing in the long run: and every man
who doubts it is a natural Jesuit.

Mr. Stead makes a still more startling reference to
John Morley. He quotes what he calls “ Morley’s
famous protest against Satniism "—or aggrossive
Atheism. He does not enable his readers to find the
passage in Morley’s voluminous writings. We happen
to reoollect it, however, and we found it in a few
seconds by pulling Voltaire down from its shelf and
turning instinctively to the right place. We also
found, as we surmised, that Mr. Stead had applied
the passage wrongly ; also— which is worse— that he
had quoted it inaccurately. We print the whole
passage as John Morley wrote it—leaving the italics
to bo explained afterwards :—

“ Will you sweeten the lives of suffering men, and
take its heaviness from that droning piteous chronicle
of wrong and cruelty and despair, which everlastingly
saddens the compassionating ear-like moaning of a
midnight sea ; will you animate the stout of heart with
new fire, and the firm of hand with fresh joy of battle,
by thought of a being without intelligible attributes, a
mere abstract creation of metaphysic, whose mercy is not
as our mercy, nor his justice as our justice, nor his
fatherhood as the fatherhood of ment It was not by a
cold, a choerless, a radically depraving conception such
as this, that the Church became tho refugo of humanity
in tho dark times of old, but by tho representation, to
men sitting in bondage and confusion, of god-liko natures
moving among them under figure of the most eternally
touching of human relations, a tender mother over
interceding for them, and an elder brother laying down
his lifo that their burdons might bo loosenod.”

Will it be believed that Mr. Stead omitted all tho
words we have printed in italics? True, bo put a
few stars there to indicate that something had been
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omitted; but that does not justify what he did, f’r
the omitted lines show that John Morley was
criticising Satniism (or aggressive Atheism) ka
Deism—that is, Theism without Revelation, ahO
is no excuse for Mr. Stead except the unhappy O.
that he took the quotation at second-hand, wm
we think is the probable explanation, for ws a”
sure he would not deliberately do anythin»
dishonorable. Morley begins the paragraph
which this extract is taken with the
“ A bald deism.” It is against this “ bald del®
that he is protesting all the time. Indeed, oo |j
previous page he had remarked that the influence
Deism was “ cold and inanimate,” and that
common people are wont to crave a revelation»
else they find atheism a rather better synthesis t
any other.” It is utterly impossible for any if™0
gent person, with the book before him, to mis
John Morley’s meaning. We are satisfied, tbOre J
that Mr. Stead is a careless victim of someone e
carelessness—or worse. Anyhow, John Mor L
“ famous protest against Satniism ” is purely i®
nary.

The following remarks of Mr. Stead’s partake
much of the nature of prophecy :(—

“ For it is a fact, and will before long bo admitted™
all who take tho trouble to inquire into the rS¢
of things, that tho personality of man does P ~
aftor death, and that, therefore, all tho
exaggerated pictures of Heavon and Hell wbic .ea3
been painted by the Dantes and mumbo-jumbo j
of the world are nearer the truth than the
Satnis who proclaim there is no hereafter—au et
beyond the grave. And the healing of the sick by 0.t
means than those of tho pharmacopoeia, and the see 0
of visions of Isis or of the Virgin Mary— these also %
not without their objective realities, as Lourdes
Mrs. Eddy and the records of psychical researc
testify.”

We have always regretted that Mr. Stead
strong a taste for such slap-dash expressions ua
one ho starts with, and such cheap mysticiO® i
that which he concludes with. Visions of I@3
the Virgin Mary belong to pathology ; and as =l
miracles of healing at Lourdes, it was a wi(. j
witty observation of M. Brieux’s that the V®D .
crutches hung up there by cripples who had §
away healed would have been more convincing j
they had been wooden legs. People’s nerveO&
be stimulated by excitement, and benefit may rf jue
at loast for a time; but no man ever went to a0
with ono leg and came away with two. Oiui

It will bo well, however, to treat another v
of Mr. Stead’'s more seriously. He refers t°
Lear as well as False Gods, and mention®
incidentally:— n

“From ono side of tho llaymarkct wo cross °
tho other, and aftor sooincr False Gods wo see  {0§
Lear tho ovolution of tho passions emancip»I® 5

~er,

God. Mr. Footo romarked tho other daxoﬂﬁg 9
qjsllked Ki et
olstoy spo Gar,, ccauso thero was Nno v» H

that tho tracedv f‘~5ent strain to mo when
Russian iba ir KIiIn° Lcar was repeated &

heart. 'tFI‘?r . °d"|o ht h?ve said in every t3 c
ness withou ndulgonco of tho promptings 0
out 'egard gto tho oq d%tlons ofg%:Iaty B

strango phenomenon in human fifee> ot 80 tr
Wo have only space to say that this i © n
curate statement of what wo said, °r® \bt\ p
represented Tolstoy as saying. It isnl jgteJjtlIf.fjf

at present, to show that Mr. Stead con QoriebBM
ports make-bolievo. He actually hi®ll ki cei
her “ stubborn and pharisaio ro”161 vO r0i°M

Blarney stone.” She should not gjgtorS’
at tho hypocritical gush of her hellC  gjeeyO
should havo worn hor heart upon , Toflilt
turned it inside out 1 But she was jjad PO
way. She was honest by naturo; 8 gjO0\® e
of mind as well as of body; in B ‘e, a0,

dolia, and hor name carries a pd Ifailso0 ) 3

Lamb said, who was a better judge Mr ~
(if we may say it without offence) t pOgf
ever likoly to be. v
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The Freethought Attack.

One of the speakers at a recent religious conference
made what was to him a remarkable, but what may
WeH be to others a belated, discovery. Unbelief, in
~hich ho included Atheism and every mental dispo-
sition obnoxious to the Churches, was no longer held
m private, but professed in public; it was not
Acknowledged with regret, hut with pride. Its posi-
tions were stated with an air of authority, and it
dogmatically laid down the conditions on which it
Qiight permit religion to continue for awhile in exist-
ence. One can fully understand the position of the
speaker. In relation to unbelief, he objects to the
thing itself; but he objects much more strongly to
unbelievers conducting themselves as though their
mental disposition was something of which to be
proud. That men should hold opinions hostile to
~nristianit

sPeak professes great concern and veneration for
Nigious beliefs, may be tolerated. But an unbelief
hat has confidence in itself, and holds it to be a duty
8Peak plainly and fearlessly, is doubly objection-
able to the religious mind. .
,°’ne must admit that from the religious pointjot
there is much reason for uneasiness and cis
satisfaction. The old-fashioned short and easy way
5*th unbelievers is no longer applicable. The
reethinker can no longer be burnt. He cannot be
Put out of the way—in this country, at least;
Although Spain shows us, in the case of Ferrer, that
his eminently religious practice is not beyond the
Possibility of revival. Even jmpFisonment is now
discarded— not without some regret, it may be
; for whenever there is a spasmodic case of
fOtl-/Isonment religious comments usually take the
W, °t pointing out that this polioy should be given
oqu efauae It doos not pay. In Parliament, on local
Vdgi nci 8 and on the committees of innumerable
tNry agencies, Atheists and Christians sit
iakether in an easy familiarity that to earlier gene-
g °ns 'would have seemed an impossibility. Reli-
N (& preachers discuss questions of belief in a
1 »»er that would have seemed little less of an
ajjP°8sibility, And their very discussion suggests to
caQat least the possibility of error. For a thing
Sub' maintain its sacredness and be made the
g~]ect Of debate. Discussion implies that either
tha llay he wrong, or at the least that there is more
ra ? °ne view of a given subject. And when the
t°pj and Ale see its leaders engaged in discussing
tioQ they have believed to be beyond ques-
' 8uch an experience may well awaken doubts
Ami ~"G'orG none existed.
truf a Meanwhile Atheism is militant. Not so mili-
Uoder °ne would like, because much of it is disguised
Stii] names less displeasing to the religious world.
°hiecfib edrt=to take a wider and a less reHgieusly
All ing-Dable word— is widespread, active, and not at
ieVerenr°” urge *bs claims in a voice tuned to a
tradict tla) and somnolent key. It not only con-
it teaohes. It not only warns religion that
+iai,h8 jrejesr auh Of il long-eceupied territorys it
contei?aJe already estabiished a protectorate over
Keiy e iw -ed ieglOn- Afc all °ventS' lfic has 8fc up a
S » out Off 6 ~°?.kade- Thf. 80ur?a of supplies has
has ° ' Rehgion may live while it can on what
ated do P088e8810n constantly diminishing by re-
» cemenf6 , ns: bnt ibcan receive nO fresh rein-
>y ocn 8 .Ilfc i8 in the pO08itioU of a dwindbng
on)k°po ofheg a th° rcughly.in; e8ted P°8ifcl0?« ™ fdo
n ~so h-, ,8lege balnS raiaod or abandoned. Not
aU obsA,?twbiie the weapons of defence are all of
ibo Qlete pattern; the weapons of attack are of

ef\Ve the68tf descriPtiOD- and dlrecbGd. by men wh°
Auiennv fnl,est confidence in their "range and

ald onf Il Reiigion to-day is outclassed, outranged,
h ihi8t'mahocuvred.

UriOg analogical language is by no means forced, matter of fact, a great deal of religious
g tae pa8t fifty years the form of the Free-1 disappeared because
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thought attack has undergone many important
modifications, and few of the defenders of religion
seem aware of the fact. It is amusing, yet pitiful,
to observe how blind professional defenders of the
faith are to the real nature of the attaok now being
made upon their position. They prepare elaborate
disquisitions proving that no single person among
the early Christians could have invented the charac-
ter of Jesus Christ, oblivious to the fact that their
opponents are proving that the character—teaching,
dootrinal and symbolical—lay ready to hand before
the early Christians were heard of. While the
enemy is demonstrating the relationship of Old and
New Testament stories to an almost universal
mythology, the defenders are laboriously and fruit-
lessly discussing the precise authorship of the docu-
ments. As though, in the light of comparative
mythology, there is anything more than a purely
literary interest in the question of the date and
Ignoring the
pletely undermined
elaborate dis-
quisitions on what the idea of God might mean or
ought to mean to civilised mankind. As though this
meets the charge that the whole belief began in
error and can only lead to error as a result. Or, if a
reply is attempted, the attack from the side of
physical science, almost invariably “ Materialism,”
is demolished by criticising a theory of matter held
a century or more ago. The essential fact, that
fundamentally Materialism is the assertion of
universal phenomena as the expression of know-
able, controllable, calculable, and eternal forces, is
either lost sight of or deliberately ignored. Current
religion seldom, if ever, really meets the attack that
is made upon it. Its time is spent in slaying imagin-
ary enemies, or in taking positions that no one cares
to defend.

It is quite as curious to observe the manner in

which they fail to meet the Freethought attack from
the ethical side. Time is spent in emphasising the
value of certain moral qualities, and in vague gener-
alities concerning the moral influence of the Christian
faith. In support of the latter, we are provided with
numerous “horrible examples ” of people who have
been made better men and women by Christian
belief and influence. That people do change for the
better the Freethinker cheerfully admits. That they
believe this change to b9 due to the influence of
Jesus, he is not concerned to deny. But a person is
no more an absolute authority upon the causes that
bring about a change in his moral outlook than he is
an infallible authority upon the causes of a change in
his physical condition. Moral physiology is no more
to be understood without adequate preparation than
anatomy is to be mastered without the requisite
study. The Freethinker meets these cases by point-
ing to the socialised nature of man, and to the
linnumerable social forces bearing upon eaoh of us
| That these often operate under the guise of religion
is unfortunately true, but religion has no more
determined their operation than is the power of a
bottle of medicine determined by a label describing
the way in which it is to be taken.

So also, the presentation of the

i attack, as an assault on moral ideals is an oyB)»,;
tion of stupidity or knavery. The Freethinker’s
obiection ia not that Christian morality is too loftv
but that it is not lofty enough. So far as it isim’
practicable, its impracticability lies in its inannlies
bility to human nature and social conditions And"
ifcs impracticability is due to its ignoring tbn
nature of moOrality and the proper conSns J T
development. The Freethinker5asserts that soc al
necessity is as much the mother of moralitv ns
vidual necessity is the mother of

clearly no reply to this to point to tho ™
association of morality with religion. % Or
necessities modify religion as they modifv
things, and religious teaching must eifchnr -il
date itself to their requirements or disannear

Freethought

P
social

nth
° “8r
mmo'
if °

it was repugnant » ~ g bas
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developed moral sense, and more is in process of rejec-
tion from the same cause. Moreover, the really effective
appeal to a higher moral life has all along come from
the non-religious side. Unconsciously, there has
been the influence of improved education, better
methods of communication, healthier conditions of
living, with numerous otheragenoies of alike nature.
And, consciously, there has been the greater em-
phasis laid upon the value of mental development,
of the unprejudiced search for truth, and a more
adequate comprehension of the essential conditions
of human welfare. To continue the assertion that
morality is dependent upon religion, in the face of
all that is known of the nature of moral development,
and in the face of the historic influence of religion in
distorting moral values, causes one to hesitate as to
whether stupidity or knavery is the more powerful
with the professional defenders of current religious
beliefs.

All along the line there is this want of apprecia-
tion of the nature and strength of the Freethought
attack. Because criticisms of certain Christian
teachings no longer figure largely in the writings
and speeches of Freethinkers it is assumed that the
critics have been silenced ; the truth being that it is
Christians themselves who have been forced to sur-
render these teachings and so made further criticism
unnecessary. Moreover, the fight has now advanced
beyond the stage of criticising the authority of a
particular church, or the supernatural value of a
particular volume. The issue has to-day become
broader, deeper, and more definite. It is the basic
conception of the supernatural that is on trial; and,
in attacking this, the Freethinker has in his hands
weapons far more effective than earlier generations
could possibly possess. If he speaks with decision
on the nature of religion it is because he is sure of
the facts, and acts with a lively appreciation of their
value. He marches forward with confidence because
he knows that he has behind him the full weight of
scientific development, and because the coarse he
follows is one marked out by the whole of past
human evolution. And the past contains the true
prophecy of the future. Human evolution may be
slow, even at times retrograde, but in the long run it
is certain. The law of development, like the law of
averages, justifies itself if only our survey takes a
sufficiently wide sweep. And although in our fight
against the hoary imposture of religion we may
experience occasional reverses, these checks serve
but to inspire us with renewed energy to press
forward to our ultimate and certain victory.

C. Cohen.

“ Holy Hypocrisy.”

It is usual, in religious circles, to condemn hypocrisy
as one of the lowest and meanest of sins. The word
is no longer employed in its original Greek sense of
playing a part on the stage of a theatre. No one
would dream to-day of calling an actor or an actress
a miserable hypocrite. In play-acting there is no
deception or fraud whatever. Everybody knows that
an actor plays a part not his own, or represents a
character which may be the very opposite of his
own. In the old Greek sense he is a professional
hypocrite. In the ethical sense, however, a hypo-
crite is a moral impostor, or one who in real life pre-
tends to be what he is not. His enemies called
Tiberius Caesar the prince of hypocrites because they
alleged that, in spite of his loud profession of great
regard for the moral virtues, he yet indulged in the
most hideous debaucheries during his deep retire-
ment at Capreae. Abdallah Ibn Obba and his parti-
sans were denominated The Hypocrites by Mohammed
because they feigned to be friends when in reality
they were foes in disguise. Rochefoucauld defines
hypocrisy as “ the homage which vice pays to virtue,”
and in the Rambler it is called “ the necessary burden
of villainy.” Rabelais describes an island called
Chaneph—that is, Hyrocrites' Isle—which is “wholly
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inhabited by sham saints, spiritual comedians, bead-
tumblers, mumblers of ave-marias, and such-W0
sorry rogues, who lived on the alms of passengers,
like the hermit of Lormont.” Indeed, in religious bb
well as in general literature, hypocrisy is vehement y
denounced as a powerful corrosive which never
fails to destroy the character of those who practise
it.

But at last hypocrisy has found an eloquent chatn
pion in one of the most eminent preachers of the
day. The Rev. Principal Alexander Whyte, of Edm
burgh, has lifted up his voice in exfcravag™t*Piais
of the popular vice. In a remarkable discourse on
“1 Washed My Face,” published in the Bn}**
Weekly for October 28, this ingenious divine rele®
to Jesus as the most consummate hypocrite in a
history. He says:—

“ All bis life long our Lord was 1The Man of Sorrows';
but bis disciples never discovered that from anything
ever said or did. He was 1The Lamb slain from J
foundation of the world;’ but be did not appear nni
men to be that; but only to bis Father, who saw m®
in secret. All his days his face was set to go WP
Jerusalem ; but his followers never believed that
was going there ; no, not even when bo took them &B
told them in the plainest words possible what was wa' ‘
mg him there. In his own words, he so lanointed n
head and washed his face’ that he completely deceive
his most discerning disciples all the time he was wi
them. He fasted and prayed in secret; but all theti ~
his enemies were not without some ground for sayll}

Behold, a man gluttonous and a wine-bibber, a frie
of publicans and sinners (harlots). When the w®
went done at the marriage of Cana, he filled the 6
waterpots up to the brim with the best wine that
governor of the feast had ever tasted.”

Surely this is the first time that a minister of »
Gospel has ever designated his Lord as the arC
dissembler or deceiver, who never tore off his
Now, Principal Whyte’s point is that—
when our Lord says to us that we are alway9 |
anoint our head and to wash onr face,’ he mean® m
to understand that he would have us always to <3
he did himself. That is to say, he would have 09
eat and to drink, and to go to all our entertainmeB
and amusements and relaxations with a smile ou 0
countenances, even when there is a sword in ourbear
We are not to let the men around us so much as Sai*

that there is anything the matter with us. We are
no account to expose God's sanctification-secrets

vulgar eyes.”

The originality and boldness of that passage 000(
bound to admixe; hut all it.amounts to is tb®N
Jesus played the hypocrite to his disciples, so a* s
to play the hypocrite to our fellow-beings. N
tians are a pack of scoundrels of the deeps® N
and the only doom they deserve is ever*ta ,”
damnation ; but they are solemnly exhorted n

let the world know it. They are to play arTTali]O

and dance and laugh as if they were the most b,
less and happy people that ever trod the O
Non-Christians are so “ dull-witted and ul

tive ” that Christians must “ anoint their head
wash their face ” as if they were as “ dull-wjtte @

unimaginative ” as themselves.
to believers is most emphatio:—

Dr. Whyte's a

“ In short, you are here called to a kind of holy ~ »il
crisy, so to name it. That is to say, you are to yod
your skill to cast dust in the eyes of the most lyD
of men, till you make them think that you are any ™ t
and everything but what you actually are, jn
broken heart and hidden life.” i

Only one is to be told how inexpressibly ~ $e
Christians really are. Only one is to listen
depressing, heart-breaking tale of woe od fd
have to relate. James Guthrie, of Stirling, US™ i
one time to enumerate all his secret sins ands°/0Oigd
and defilements at family worship, which r0“ Nur
family worship perfectly intolerable to all but *
self. But one day his church-officer rebuked
inflicting so much suffering on his wife and ev> uya
and servants and guests, and advised him to tr
no one but God with the long list of his offen0 O
shortcomings and iniquities. Then Principal
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belreverll *~ 8 Senera* ru’e f°r the guidance of

G *i”~en ”ou have had a specially bad day, as James
uthrie had so often, be sure you select a specially
eerful chapter to read to your household that night;

sing a specially joyful Psalm. And then bid them
”°°d night with a beaming countenance. And then

8 ter they are all fast asleep, then shut your door on

yourself and your heavenly Father. And when once

yeur door is securely shut, then let as many clouds come
ou on your brow, and let as many tears run down your

0 eeks as you like. You are free now to pour out your
uekest and most broken heart: as black and as broken
8you like. Only your head must bo well anointed, and

if n~ace web'washed, before you make your appearance

All fV,' 6 BreahMast table next morning.”
feei: a’8 is extremely rough on God. Everybody’s
gene*3"8 a,e *° const3ered but his. The world in
to bpra ' and fr'end8 and relations in particular, are
fecio ePared the melancholy task of listening to a
of ?.°t the terrible schedule of the abominations
God' 1Ca C'kfietians admittedly stand guilty, while
fienf Gar8 ar@ to 00 deafened every nighii, and ali
Chr f °n” with the nauseating narration. If the
ston t an ~od verily existed he would put a speedy
~ould SUC™ t°mt°olery as that. No earthly father
Part p °lerate for a moment such conduct on the
fatli k'8 cbildren ; and the fact that the heavenly
iQp,er. does tolerate it from his sons and daughters
mO08t convincing proof that he does

hot r'Si*8

tbenf.!8~ all. Of course, people can say whatever

hot-u 180  a non-existing deity, who neither heeds
gphears.

hyp 6 .ex"Oftation to cultivate and practise “ holy
«b],,°’pl8y " is based upon an empty dream. The
Dr "heart,” 80 graphically described in many of
b s books, is a purely theological creation.
Y 6 d9%Lkrine of sin, as taught by evangelical divines
as ba?d a* and Principal Whyte in particular, is
that u* as it is false. To persuade a man to believe
enterln himself he is irrecoverably bad, that he
anj if ‘he world in an irretrievably lost condition,
Cbr; p ' nnlees God takes pity upon him, and for
d8graLSkfke.8a??8h im, he shall utterly perish, is to
for° ade k*m in his own eyes, and to incapacitate him
Wjji fulfilling the great and glorious promises

il0 latent in his nature. The sense of un-
ni,,i]?ma”le sinfulness which has lain like a horrible
°ent ™ are on the heart of Christendom for so many
Sot Uries’ i® an artificial, false sense, which must be
eo, r* before mankind can ever attain to and
libe/ aDything like complete life. It is a wicked
abOv °n human nature to paint its heart as “ deceitful
pre Of1 fhings and desperately wicked,” or to re-
hoart " every imagination of the thoughts of its
heart aS hOmg only evil continually.” The human
°e®ds 3B h?ndamentally sound and good, and all it

It ; 18 W 8e training and healthy exercise.

Ohar 8 a Grange peculiarity of Christians that they
Sang?. hemselves with being the worst, and at the
bOst titDe c°ngratulate themselves upon beiDg the
Wer’ he°PI0 in the world. “ Once,” they say, “we
@rr, «»tally depraved, submerged in the slough of
the P.10n>living according to the flesh, according to
trés hrmce of the power of the air, beiDg dead in
id t]?a88e8 and sins, and children of wrath, walking
in 00 IQ8ts of our fallen nature; but God, being rich
has Or?y> his great love wherewith he loved us,
xq tokened us together with Christ, so that now
ap”~the temples of the Holy Ghost, who, by the

1 On of the blood of Jesus, is cleansing us
Ho all 8n” And yet these are the very people
c0 arGstill complaining that their hearts are in-
foti] eiVably black, and their thoughts indescribably
<W and that in order to live in society with any
of 8 comfort they must “ cast dust in the eyes
thi“amst lynx-eyed of men ” so as to “ make them
Hat at they are anything and O0vOfything bnt

18:f Oey actually are.”
~«adf ot bOyond all doubt that such teaching is

8aC= 00dy demeaning and demoralising in its influ-

iafatal J'0 live daily in an atmosphere of hypocrisy
r ‘ to self-respect and true inward peace. They

QIdO their true solves are but wretched slaves
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for whom the joy of life does not exist. It is open
sincerity that imparts genuine strength and stability
to character. We are all imperfect, and in our im-
perfection commit many mistakes ; but no true man
can be a deliberate hypocrite, because, as Dr. Whyte
himself admits, a hypocrite is a man who “ fawns on
you and flatters you, when all the time it is simply
poison to his peace of mind to hear anyone appreciate
you and praise you.” Now, since it is said that a
Christian ought to be “ something like that,” is it
not undeniable that the sooner the earth is rid of

Christians the better it will be for all human
interests ? J. T. LLOYD.

Sober Blacks and Drunken Whites.

Nigerian and British Towns Compared.
Some astonishing statements are contained in the report of
the committee of inquiry into the liquor trade in Southern
Nigoria, which has just been issued as a White Paper.

“ It goes without saying,” runs a paragraph, “ that the
standard of sobriety in Southern Nigeria is very much
higher than tbat of the United Kingdom. Spoaking of
Abeokuta, a town of 150,000 people, one missionary volun-
teorod the statonfent that you could see moro drunkenness

the Wandsworth-road in one night than you could in
three years in Abeokuta. Another witness said that he had
seen more drunkenness in one day in Bristol than he had
seen in the whole of his experience of thirteen years in
Southern Nigeria.”

When asked by the Commissioners to compare Ibadan (a
Nigerian town) with places in England, Dr. Currie replied
that no comparisons were possible, and for these astounding
reasons:—

“ You cannot compare Barnsley with Ibadan, because one
is a drunken town and the other Is not.

Asked with regard to the district round St. Bartholomew's
Hospital, he said again: ‘You cannot compare the two.
Smithfield is a dirty, drunken district, and Ibadan is not.’
Dr. Manners, speaking of Brass and Bonny, and asked to
compare them with the districts round St. Thomas's Hos-
pital, replied : ‘ Lambeth would not compare well. | do not

take Saturday nights because that would be unfair, but an
ordinary night in Lambeth would not compare favorably with

any village in the Brass district.” ”

For a population estimated at over seven millions, tho
quantity of spirits imported in 1908 was 3,235,069 gallons,
or about one-third of a proof gallon per head. The quantity
per bead consumed in the United Kingdom in 1907 was just
over nine tenths of a gallon.

For the year 1908, according to the lato Dr. Burns, tho
expenditure per head on spirits works out at jGl Os. Id. in
England, (61 19s. 7d. in Scotland, and £1 4s. 8d. in Ireland.
Assuming that tho average price of trade spirits in Southern
Nigeria is Is. 3d. a bottle of five-sixths of a pint, and that
the consumption of the higher class liquors extends to half
a million people, the expenditure on trade spirits in Southern
Nigeria works out at about 5s. Od. per head of tho population.

Summing up their conclusions, tho Committee say that
there is absolutely no evidence of race deterioration due to

drink.—Daily Chronicle, Oct. 28.

CRUSH THE INFAMOUS.

The strange and sinister method of assault upon roligion
which we of a later day watch with wondering eyes, and
which consists in wearing tho shield and device of a faith,
and industriously shouting the cry of a church, tho more
effectually to reduce the faith to a vague futility, and its out-
ward ordering to a piece of ingeniously reticulated pretence;
this method of attack might make even the champions of
prevailing beliofs long for the shrewd thrusts, the Hashing
scorn, the relentless fire, the downright grapples, with which
tho hated Voltaire pushed on his work of " crushing the
Infamous.” If he was bitter ho was still direct. If ho was
often a mocker in form, he was always serious in meaning
and laborious in matter. If ho was unflinching against
theology, he always paid religion respect enough to treat it
as the most important of all subjects. The contest was roal,
and not our present pantomimic stago-play, in which muffled
phantoms of debate are made to gesticulate inexpressible
things in portentously significant silencs. The battle was
demoralised by its virulence. True; but is this worse than
to have it demoralised by cowardice of heart and under-
standing, whon each controversial man-at-arms is eager to
have it thought that ho wears tho colors of tho other sido,
when the theologian would fain pass for a rationalist, and
the free-thinker for a person with his own orthodoxies if you
only know them, and when philosophic candor and intelli-
gence are supposed to have hit their final climax in the
doctrino that everything is both truo and false at the same
time ?—John Motley, “ Voltairechap. i.
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Acid Drops.

“ Christ's Attitude Towards Money” was the heading of
the front article in the last British Weekly. It does not
seem to us that the question is of much personal importance;
for, according to the Gospels—and there are no other sources
of information—he could find all the cash he wanted like a
conjurer, even in a fish’'s mouth on one occasion. We agree
with our contemporary, however, on one point. “ Let us
frankly confess,” it says, “ that amongst Christ's hard
sayings, none are more difficult to understand and carry out
than certain parts of his teaching in regard to money.”
“ Lay not up for yourselves treasures on earth,” said Christ.
Most Christians laugh at that, and take their motto from
lago’s counsel to Roderigo—* Put money in thy purse.”

Christ said, “ Carry neither purse nor scrip.” His followers
carry heavy purses, when possible, and lay hands on all the
scrip they can.

Amongst the eighty-six Passive Resisters who turned up
at Leicester Police-court the other day was Mr. J. E1
Harrison, a Roman Catholic and Labor Member of the
Board of Guardians. He protested against the grant of (£25
which the Education Committee had given to the son of the
Rev. R. Veitch, a prominent Passive Resister—to enable him
to continue his studies at Cambridge. Roman Catholic
Harrison contended that Protestant Yeitch was well able to
pay the entire cost of his son’s education out of a salary of
(E7 a week. And it really doesn’t seem unreasonable.

Prince Ito, the great Japanese statesman, who did more
than any other man to bring Japan into the front-line of
civilised nations, seems to have paid the penalty of the
Mikado's policy in Korea. He was certainly worthy of a
better fate. But we do not refer to the matter on political
grounds. We wish to draw attention to the fact that Prince
Ito was a Freethinker. He was early emancipated from the
superstition of his native land, and he was not attracted by
Christianity. If he called himself anything it was an
Agnostic. But the newspapers say nothing on that point—
as usual.

What is a brilliant journalist ? The Daily News confers
the title on Mr. S. L. Hughes. It says that he “ possesses a
national reputation as a brilliant journalist.” Brilliant 1
Mr. Hughes was never troubled with a fair-sized idea in the
whole course of his life. As for his style, was ever anything
more painfully wire-drawn ? If to fill a column in saying
next to nothing makes a brilliant journalist, Mr. Hughes
merits the Daily News description. We can quite under-
stand his, and that journal's, horror at the *“ shocking
calumny ” that was circulated during the Bermondsey
election that he was an Atheist. We don't think he is
likely to become one. Coleridge said that not one man in
ten thousand had strength of mind or goodness of heart
enough to bo an Atheist; and Mr, Hughes is hardly the odd
man.

Dr. Sheepshanks, Bishop of Norwich, is resigning. His'
health is not improving and he is seventy-five. “ | had
hoped,” he says, “ that my heart would regain its strength,
but God has seen fit otherwise.” This is not very elegant
English, but its meaning is perfectly clear. God regulates
the Bishop’s heart as the Bishop regulates his watch ; and
God doosn't pay the slightest attention to the Bishop's
wishes concerning it. No doubt it will sound odd to a good
many people, but, after all, it is quite correct according to
tho doctrine of “ Providence.”

Mrs. Besant is trying to establish a university in India,
which shall be free from Government control and therefore
able to teach religion. “ It would only affiliate colleges,”
she says, “ in which roligion and morals were an integral
part of tho curriculum.” She has Lord Morley’s promise to
do all he can to forward the scheme—which will be news to
some who remember him as the stern Agnostic. Mrs. Besant
says Bhe has secured “ representatives of all the great
religions ” on the board of this projected university except
the Christian. Unfortunately, she told an interviewer, she
“ had not been able, so far, to find an Indian Christian of
sufficient educational and social rank.” Which is rather
rough on the Christian missionaries.

The poor clergy, like the poor other folk, are always with
us, and in this case the clergy see that the subject is kept
well boforo tho public. Tho Queen Victoria Clergy Fund
held a meeting tho other day at the Mansion House, with
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the Lord Mayor presiding. The latter, by the way, « “
Roman Catholic, and we thus see the impartiality of some
people shown by his assisting to get funds to supply the
people with a teaching which, as a Roman Catholic, be
believes to be false. Lord Kinnaird said that no clergyman
m the diocese of London should receive less than £300 per
year, whereas some were only getting ¢(£265. Now we have
no objection whatever to people being well paid for them
labor; in fact, we much prefer that they should be, and
there is enough spent in salaries in the Church of England
to give a comfortable allowance to all if it were more
equitably divided. Still, the constant cry about the salaries
of the clergy, together with the laments that the number
willing to take up with the profession is diminishing, whi®
the quality is decidedly inferior, reduces this “ spiritual
occupation to the level of an ordinary commercial pursuit-
| eople take up with it much as they take up with other
trades and professions—some because they like it, and some
because they think they see an “ opening” But whether
there aro many or few, and whether the quality is high or
low, is evidently a question of a purely “ material ” character-
ret we keep up the solemn pretence of beligving miﬂgat
clergy are a specially gifted body of men, specially at%y
God to their work. What a solemn lot of humbugs we™ »
to be sure 1 Perhaps if we were less solemn we shou
less a nation of humbugs than we are.

Mr. Silvester Horne does not believe in Sunday g°f'
Being a minister, although a golf player, this seems only
natural. He cannot well play golf on Sundays, and there-
fore sees no reason why other people should—especially
p aying golf would keep them away from church. H®8 1
that people can amuse themselves out of church time o
Sunday without playing golf. “ Out of church time” is s

nificant and instructive.

Rev. G. Wainwriglit, of Bath, says the decline of Church
membership fills him with a sense of hopeless impotcac 1
ihe world treats the churches with indifference rather to
with active opposition. He says the situation calls for
immediate and persistent attention of all ministers-
ministers, yes ; but we fail to see that anyone else is v*a )

concerned.

There is great need of strengthening the intellects®
basis of Christian conviction,” says the Methodist 2VrC
>\e admit the need, if Christianity is to live. But Itrs
need much easier stated than satisfied. In any straig»l
forward use of the phrase, the “ intellectual basis ” of
tiamty consists of the ideas and beliefs that are express®
iu historic Christiau doctrines. And so far as educa
circles are concerned these aro now dead beyond the P°9
ility of aresurrection. Demoniacal possession, for exatnP
was once the most firmly held of all Christian beliefs- D
0 suggest the possibility of strengthening this is to re*
at once the hopelessness of the task. So also with m
other genuinely Christian beliefs. They cannot be strem,
thened or preserved in even their present state of at“% et
tion, because the mental conditions for doing so no 1°°?..
exist. All that can be done is to give a more or less
ionest interpretation of Christian doctrines, so tba
uncritical may be imposed on. The Methodist Times S j
that each age “ saves the intellectual content of the Pa%
adapting it to the present.” But this is only true wbe
adaptation is consistent with mental honesty. In c%0
where it is otherwise we have unhesitating rejection-
luolemaic astronomy was not adapted. The theory
special creation was not adapted. Both were rejecte”
being false to the facts. It is only in theology that tbov
cess of adaptation is always going on ; and this is be
the rule seems to be, “ Cling to tho old lie as long as
sible and profitable—and afterwards got as much °
you can into circulation under the disguise of the ne”®

- . . iratiag
On an application for a dancing license by a s t cas®
company in Dublin, tho Recorder “ investigated™"pany’'8

of an unknown person who appoarod at one of tb°~ ~ (OB
carnivals dressed in a white costume bearing iijere™
I. H. S. As the person was unknown, the Rccor® anyoDO

promised that something droadful would be done ~

who repeated this “ grave and terrible ” outrage- _ to
heard a lot of what would happen “ If Chris
Chicago” or “ If Christ Came to London,” np| 'would h°

what would happen if ho camo to Dublin. m, tue b°' .
dragged before the Recorder to receive attention 1 th*
ing oil or molten lead line, while any public
admitted him would be refused a license.

0

Rev. Watts-Ditchfield gives as reasons for tb°/~”.y0jity>
church attendance tho growth of a general spin“
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& the awakening consciousness of Pe°P” | probletn. We

evils summed up in what is called tko b Cf any great
.cot believe that ﬁith%r of them 1  relis
vane as causes of the disintegration ut people
Much has been said of late concerniuigibe ~  TUo truth
anawe feel that it has been somewha- ov ig now
ferns to be that where there was vac X It may at
frivolity, and of the two we P fff_ Othing better. Of
least pave the way to an appetite fo , vacuous,
eourse, the Churches enjoyed the 8PP,  Owsrcrowding
adsofar it is a loser by the change. very evideut.

and poverty leading to disbelief, this a
Periods of religious weakening have

c'dent with an improvement in mater .isingly antago-
reverse. Religious belief has never study Me
Distic to deplorable social condition >< shows, Even
Poverty-stricken classes over all P ¢ rawn frpm

jrat thinking
" until people do
tfje Rov. Watts-

f e Socialists in this country are not, a
the vory poorest classes. The ru
same me?sufre of materiale »
1|I itéjdg(l)OliIS l<3<i 1ef is quite secure,
ertaﬁau &3 Riumelf to think of the mature of the intel-

pensideraE  °*,men*s *ke last century, he may light upon
lkhand I°ns have some bearing upon the subject

ho othmj2*-1116*10" “ air08 all things easier than they would
st&ndin,\re’ anc™Mt° 8et in the Nproper attitude for undor-
have to& .atthew xviii. 19, ” says Mr. Campbell, “ all we
of a-. 0 W®to realise that the spirit of man is independent
~here a 'at’Ds and is, at the same time, present every-

Pirltual nL ihl A fOre’ our thoughts are moving on the
its behp jp ,ne we ar0 at one with infinity, and executing
hK)ans We do not profess to understand what this
Dgree wt) We ~oubt if Mr. Campbell does either. Still, we

you can work yourself into an
Joy “at will make yon believe that you believe this,
TecQpje *n the “ proper attitude ” for accepting City
‘hath," Ph,los°Pby or any other dose of verbal moonshine

PPens to be offered to you.

Mr. Aloiilie? .1av0 6De another!l The following is written by
rt Dawson, editor of the New Theology weekly :—

are 'nnermost chambers of the Memorial Hall, where
and tli 8ecret conclaves of the Congregational Union
that 6 ~ree Church Council, it has been solemnly decided
not t QW Theologians are not to be recognised. They are
exCon® be Renounced, challenged, openly opposed, formally
over . nnicated ; they are simply to be left outside, passed
aspeered, boycotted ; and all this is to be done as quietly
these *Then '—say these sapient religious politicians,
sou]8 e*°»usive custodians of the oracles of God, these elect
taturn <° ar?  determine what shall be the religion of the
out. ™ country—' Then New Theologians will fizzle
guidei ~bat ja the appalling fate reserved for those mis-
dried tperao™ who refuse to take their theology cut-and-
Eaw Ir°m X)r. Forsyth, Dr. Nicoll, and the Rev. Thomas
ties.” @®H PreaDnie to differ from other equally high authori-
your ,tiave nothing to do with them ; don’t invite them to
°n tocDDiches, don’t preach in theirs. We won't let them
isolate T  platform> don’t go on to theirs. Freeze them,

jou
|

nevr». .em : let them fizzle out. And whatever you do

vr givn tv,.--—, JE V. Jn ex

their

Xvq J " f° W ——uuau 16 APE 1V 10i00 vunm ciu - ASSURS,

Erﬁt@disturb”" \Want the Peaco  our n'ce bttle family party to

yeairg 12, “ religion of love” after nearly two thousand
eareful praofice.

JDcal capture of the Socialist movemont goes on

I ct Ve 866 tha* one Branch of tho Independent Labor
Win aS canvasscr for the Christian Commonwealth.

f ~Dpli Bibles round next—or Spurgeon’s sermons,
Baxter’s weekly entertainer.
Hey,
c-.-vus a i —-, a Clinrch Socialist, denies that Socialism

let it ,B2Y0d contradictory things” and that its advo-

“ “s~ @a“e “ any shape to gain its ends.” *“ This,” he

k, !8ion hDXac'ly the charge brought against tho Christian

6 c°ftie U,, 6Mree”inker, and with far greater truth.” We
e r°verend gentleman’s moment of candor.

Wo
MChe't.tO h uB°n Time's forehead,” says a New Theology
i MOw Theologians. What a ticklish position 1

on

b(7'v8. ~ “Joy are kept from falling oil by Time's oyo-

(‘or Bé 4DOW, wo wish them greater security -and a
00 metaphor.

ofCates tj. Theologian, the Rev. J. M. Lloyd Thomas,
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proved that he never lived at all, Christianity would be just
as true as ever. Of course it would be—to the gentlemen
who live by it—as long as they could get enough people to
agree with them.

Mr. Lloyd Thomas “ believes in drains because he behoves
in the Incarnation.” This is the most roundabout belief wo
ever heard of. Perhaps the reverend gentleman will tell us
why the old Romans believed in drains? They mnst have
had another reason than his. Was it because thoy believed
in health and cleanliness ?

Rev. Alexander Brown affirmed, at the autumnal meeting
of the Scottish Congregational Union, that “ the evangelical
faith is written in the vory heart of man himself.” If that
is so, can Mr. Brown explain how it is that the majority of
mankind are totally ignorant of it, and that only about one
in five or six, even in Christendom, care a rap forit? Itis
because the evangelical faith is alien to the human mind
that Mr. Brown gets hia living by preaching it. Wore it
“ written in the vory heart of man ” thoro would bo no noed
of churches and tho black coated gentry.

The Huddersfield Wesleyans aro living “ amidst a con-
stant blazo of revival,” aud, in consequence, they are rapidly
“ building tho city ,of God” there. But living in a blazo
isn’'t healthy, and no solid work can bo accomplished
“ amidst a blaze.” Tho truth is, however, that “ the blazo
of revival ” is not true light at all, and that those living in it
have good reason to exclaim with Milton,—

“ O dark, dark, dark, amid tho blaze of noon.”

Professor Sanday, of Oxford, says that *“ Christianity
works, and has proved its trustworthiness by its results.”
The fact that Dr. Sauday is a clergyman is an adequate
explanation of that wild statement. To members of other
professions, to people who judge by common sense, it is
abundantly clear that Christianity has proved its entire
jmtrustworthiness by its results. Russia and Spain aro
Christian “ results.” So are our huge armies and navies
and police forces and prisons and penitentiaries. Is Dr.
Sanday proud of these “ results ”?

A dastardly, and, of course, unsigned article on Professor
Ferrer, appears in the Birmingham Weekly Post of Oct. 23.
After repeating the common Catholic falsehoods as to
Ferrer’'s teaching of Anarchism aud regicido in his schools,
it proceeds to hold his memory up to contempt by describing
the contents of his will, which was drawn up on the eve of
his execution. It says that (1) his daughters are earning
“ scanty ” livelihoods by their own labor ; (2) that in spite
of this, their father bequeathed “ soveral hundred thousand
pesetas in other directions ” ; and (3) implios that ho neglec-
ted in both thought and act the claims of his children upon
him. The article concludes with a show of moral indigna-
tion at so much “ fuss” being mado ovor so worthless a

character.

The best answer to this anonymous calumniator is a
recital of the facts. (1) The money possessed by Ferrer
was left him aB a moral trust to carry on his educational
work. There was no legal obligation for him to spend a
penny on the schools, and had lie kept the money in his
pocket the Christian conscience would easily have condoned
the theft. Instead of that, tho money has been scrupulously
expended in tho direction expressed by the givors, and to
tho work Ferrer has given all he had—his life. (2) His
wealth—or at least the bulk of it—has been left to carry
on the work to which he devoted, aud gave, his life ; hut, for
obvious reasons, this bequest had again to take the form of
a moral trust. (3) Actually he has begneathod to his chil-
dren the sum of 6,000 francs. What his children think of
thoir neglectful father is shown by their not only refusing a
proposed public subscription on the ground that their parent
would not have wished them to accept it, but they have
announced their intention of renouncing their legacy in
order that it may be expended in the furthering of Ferrer’s
lifo's work. They are noble women, worthy daughters of a
noble father ; while father, children, and work are obviously
far above the mental appreciation of an anonymous scribbler,
whose pen and conscience are probably both at the service
of whoover cares to purchase their contemptible services.

Mr. A. S. Headingloy’s article oil “* Tho Socialist Party and
tho Survival of the Inquisition ” in last week’s Justice is
very seasonable. Ho tells the Socialists that tho Jesuits got
Ferrer murdered becauso he was an active Secular Educa-
tionist, and that thoy will get all such men murdored

Bhtjst a‘' Mio Virgin Birth and the Physical Resurrection m g :
Even if it wero | Wherever they can. “ Clericalism,” he concludes, “ especially

aro stories of no importance.
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tbe Clericalism inspired by tbe Jesuits, will show us Socialists
no more mercy than was shown to Ferrer. If we value our
freedom, if we value our lives, if we value our Cause, let us
be up and doing.” Editor Quelch (we believe it is Quelch)
states in a footnote that he agrees in the main with “ com-
rade ” Headingley that Clericalism is the enemy,—but------ !
We expected that “ but.” It simply means that the S.D. P.
leaders are not going to risk what popularity they have by
attacking religion. They will only attack Clericalism. Just
as if Clericalism could exist without religion, or religion
without Clericalism. The great fault of the Socialist leaders
in England is that those who are thinkers are timid, and
those who are not timid are not thinkers. And the result is
that Socialism is being rapidly nobbled by the Clericals—
though Quelch and his “ comrades ” haven't the sagacity to
see it; unless they do see it and are afraid to recognise it.

How to Become a Christian is the title of a tract issued
by a Glasgow firm. “ How to Cease Being a Liar and
Become an Honest Man” would be more suitable to the
author's reputation—that person being the Rev. R. A. Torrey.

The Cape, a South African paper, says that desperate
efforts have been made, in vain, to raise £550 to clear off a
mortgage on a Dutch Reformed Colored ~Mission Church at
Woodstock. The money is being pressed for by the mort-
gagee’s executors, and the situation is critical. Yet the sum
of ¢(£9,000 has been raked in throughout the Cape lately for
the purpose of sending missionaries to the Sudan. So much
cash goes to such a distant object, yet llthe Dutch Reformed
Church authorities are lifting no finger, much less a penny
of the money raised for missions, to help their local mission
church "—which seems likely to be sold under the hammer.

Certain things seem to be much the same in America as
they are over here. We see by the Chicago Record-Herald
that the First National Bank of Mineral Point, Wisconsin,
has come to grief, with a shortage of nearly half a million
dollars. Forgery has been committed to cover fraudulent
withdrawal of the bank’s assets. The principal culprit is
described as “ a pillar of the church, a Sunday-school
superintendent, who sometimes occupied the pulpit, and was
implicitly trusted.” Same old game !

Liverpool must be positively soaked in religious fanaticism
to regard George Wise as a great man. His followers are
simply rabid Protestants who are opposed to doubtless
equally rabid Catholics. The two parties ought to take
Hamlet’'s advice to old Polonius, and play the fool nowhere
but in their own houses. At present they insist on howling
at and threatening each other in the streets. For his share
in the general trouble, George Wise was sentenced to four
months’ imprisonment in default of being bound over to keep
the peace for twelve months. That was too long a time for
him to be kept under such a restriction, so he decided, after
a lot of consideration, to do time instead. He did not take a
cab, however, and go quietly to prison and surrender himself.
He took the trip in an open carriage at the head of an
organised procession. This necessitated the whole police
force of Liverpool being on active duty to preserve the peace,
and they had all their work to do it; indeed, they were glad
of the help of three hundred foot constables and twenty
mounted men drafted in from Manchester. Plenty of stone
throwing went on, of course, but nobody was killed. On
arriving at the prison gates, George Wise took a dramatic
farewell of his supporters. We understand that it was more
touching than his Master’s farewell at the last supper. And
as the gates closed, with George Wise on the wrong side of
them, we daresay he felt himself the greatest martyr of the
age. -

General Booth has lost the sight of one eye and the sight
of the other is going. The Lord is not treating him Kindly.

It is pointed out that Mr. Stead, who prints in the
Fortnightly Review an interview he has had with Disraeli’s
ghost, makes Lord Beaconsfield talk exactly like Mr. Stead
himself. The Tory loader's ghost informed his interviewer
that “ at the long last the budget will be accepted.” *“ Now,
oddly enough,” the critic observes, “ ‘at the long last’ is one
of Mr. Stead’s own pet North-country expressions, and one
which it might havo been thought would hardly have been
known to Disraeli.” Of course not. Mr. Stead's talks
with ghosts are talks with himself. The proof of it is that
they all talk like himself. We noticed the same thing in our
review of Mr. John Lobb’s Talks With the Dead—which he
takes round the country as a lecture and gets lots of soft
people to listen to. Shakespeare and Dickens talk exactly
like each other, and both talk exactly like Mr. John Lobb.
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Which is the most natural thing in the world, when I°u
come to think of it.

Amongst the aphorisms contained in Ibsen’s postimim
writings is a characteristic one on vivisection. “ . j9
science,” he says, “ should not be allowed to torture a®»
to death. Let them begin with journalists and politicB

Another of Ibsen’s aphorisms makes us hope it 18
“ There will be,” he says, “ a new nobility. Not the no
of gold or of money, of talent, or of knowledge. Theno
of the future will be the nobility of courage and of win-
is certainly needed.

Vice-Chancellor Dale quotes Thomas Carlyle aS-.here
that “ There never was any book like the Bible, and
never will be such another.” We are glad to hear it.

Mr. Balfour has been denouncing 1frigid calculated
We advise him to read Christian apologetics if ho wan
see the utmost that can be done in that line. 8 »lea-
make himself acquainted with the lies told by frigid ¢
lating Christian liars about Voltaire, Paine, o0ld
Bradlaugh, and other conspicuous Freethinkers H°i; with
soon see that the political liars are not in the running
the religious liars.

An image of the Virgin, in the church of the Holy I 0 jot
at Czenstochowa, has been worshiped all over Poia n
the last five hundred years. But robbers are no reap jy
of holy persons. Some of them got into the church rec® »
and stole the Virgin's diamond crown, also her d
votive offerings; the lot being valued at ¢(£100,00U.
Holy Mother did not know that the robbers were co ™ f
and she does not know now where they are gone.
quite unable to give the police any information tba
lead to an arrest. She saved others ; herself she c
save.

Mr. E. G. Baskerville, who got the Freethinker
upon the tables of the Free Library, Newton Abbott, e
shire, has been officially informed that the Committee
decided to discontinue placing it there. An inquiry
why this journal is to be excluded has brought no ans
Bigots are now more astute than they used to be, and o°
care to give themselves away. We suppose we must
their action in this case as part of the general boycottw
we have had to contend with ever since this journal star

Last week’s Reynolds' contained an article on the °Oof
that beset business girls, in which Miss Rose, secr® jety>
the Liverpool Branch of the National Vigilance ~jpg
was reported as saying that—*" Immorality was m jefgy-
among the so-called respectable girls. A well-known
man told her that he was not so much concerned a dedtb?
girls who did not go to church as the girls who atfce g
Bible-class meetings and church, and he was afrlluv
great number of communicants.” This is very Pre *

-and it is not our discovery. Scores of clergynj “pls
what is going on, but they do not speak outand t ©
at the evil. One of our correspondents informs of »

some twenty yE¥§ ago, he was pressed to join the"c a™
Sunday-school teacher who told him, in quite “ggniel®
language, what took place, and held it out as an iie vef?
to him to join. Religion and sensuality, at botto /y0jOgists
near together ; and the fact is quite familiar to pa

2ist
e -
Robert Edmondson, an ex-sergeant-major of MCK
Lancers, who headed a deputation of unemployed €'  Bded
men to Mr. Haldane, suggested that tli0 jG74.090t
on Army chaplains might be better spent on findiao(i  jjpii

ment for ex-soldiers. Mr. Haldane replied thatur oplDG>
never heard greater nonsense in his life.” In0
he has seldom heard better sense.

“ As the one dieth so dieth the other ” and ciatdd!
“ no preeminence above ” infidels. At St. Steph®n. M) e _
Cardiff, the other morning, the Rev. A. G. " u8iKOugbt
dead while conducting divine service. A Freetu 0
turer couldn’'t have dropped further.

We have not referred lately to the men of God
left fine estates behind them when emigrating won
part of “ God’s universe” they were bound for- FrOdefgj.
note in to-day’s newpapers the case of the R®Vv', jg2”~c,p,
Fowler Bradford, of Swansea, Dorset, WEIOf N anD#
How will he be able to go up for bis plate of m
Christ cries “ Blessed be ye poor”?
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

Sunday, November 7, Secular Hall, Rusholme-road, All Saints,
Manchester; at 3, “ The Martyrdom of Ferrer”; at 6.30,
Shakespeare’s Philosophy of Life—in Hamlet, etc.

November 14, Liverpool; 28, Birmingham.

To Correspondents.

C' Cohen's Lecture Engagements.—November 21, West Ham,
A Aberdare. December 5, Liverpool; 12, Manchester; 1J,
West Ham.

‘ T- Lioyd's Lecture Engagements.- -December 19, Leicester.

PrePresident'S Honorarium Fund: Annual Subscriptions.-
viously acknowledged, £258 Gs, Received since.
N- B. Godfree, £1 Is.; H. E. (Croydon), 5s. ; T. Stringer, Is.;
B. Carless, 2s. 6d.
W. Rei-ton.—Ardor and patience, as George Meredith said, is
needed for our work. We are not discouraged by not getting
“old of the “ long ear of the dear public "—to use Thackeray s
expression. We appeal to the thoughtful, and never expected
“>emob to run after us. But our appeal has not been in vain.
We have earned the thanks of a good many, of whom you are
°ne; and we are quite satisfied that the volumes of the I'ree-
tinnker will count for something in the mental history of the
Roe we have lived and worked in.
A Reader.—You do not appear to know that polygamy, which
nad long died out in Greek and Roman civilisation, still existed
amongst the Jews at the time of Christ. That fact must
overn our interpretation of the New Testament. If polygamy
%ﬁx not forbidden by Christ, Paul, and other Apostles, it
the ru ibaf Polygamous converts must have been admitted into
and b' 18t*au Church. You say that “ the teaching of Christ
easil SaPos”es was against ” polygamK. Such a statement is
Wr.y made; it only requires pen, ink, paper, and ability to
yéiji'»assertioﬂ?fy y°n to point to a single text in support of
dent it ePnncipal point in your letter was dealt with inci-
rejj . y m our last week’s leading article. The notion that
as \? *tself> was invented for economic reasons, is as idle
gQ other theory of its invention. We must leave it to
4n la 1S35*as such, to defend Socialism aggiinst misrepresenta-
o' rd ungpst attack, Glad you see that the boycott against
j8 tlle N- S- S” and Mr- Foote (and his colleagues)

L D ttUJMJ ~ *Sno Useblinking the facts,
tyilj LEMTT.— It is an old challenge which never was and never

repiaCCed’ don,t suPPose the reverend gentleman

G

g j n"RP—Hardly up to the mark.
j N askerville.—See “ Acid Drops "—and accept our thanks.

Ver'. .ughton—It is impossible for us to conduct contro-
an ’'es In local newspapers throughout the kingdom. The one
atd ,fr £0 ah the Catholics who talk about Ferrer's “ crimes

decs,, " Proofs” f°f r;[hem, is th_all_thhe never had ?tria! ;]n any
tep.i meaning of the word., e court-martigl which_sen-
war;ijﬁabfm 5dgeath neverhilt O tness before ﬁ &1 Tfigd
enouo]Wri*ferl statement put in by the prosecution. That was
TO can \i,-"Vddeclce on K |s aide was not wanted and not taken,
that tl tllis a tr'al ia an abuse of language. The plain truth is
get rj(le Inan was murdered by those who had been trying to
act

after th°- *or years’ and having murdered him, the
Went k'nd by befouling his grave. Faith and filth always
H t ether,#norally as well as otherwise.

are tw *7rAnswering an argument and answering a question
every felent things. One has to answer an argument
the sam1110 "8 Presenfed in discussion, but to bo answering
Whethe e donation repeatedly in the same paper is tiresome—
y°’U  r ‘he questioner feels it or not. Besides, we did give
in 1go,? “my fact of any importance. The man was connected

I We

PUbiIL; with the Secular movement in Manchester.
Freeti-, alonS letter from him, with our comments, in the
«sine " of January 3, 1904. We object to be always adver-

se n08UCh an unimportant person gratuitously. Perhaps you
how And, after all, what does it matter if a Freethinker

of a]f2r *hen reverts to Christianity, when at least nine-tenths
J.j  freethinkers are convertsfrom Christianity.
t\ iy AOKRAY—See paragraph. Thanks.

WegLBR8—Thanks, though we cannot make use of them this
F.jiQ

impos’.q'Sorry ! but it seems to us a storm in a teapot.
W. BOI7 6 to please everybody. We do our best.

°I'cOMAN>—Shall be pleased to see yourself and daughter at
i,0,,"" Chester lectures. Your defence of Ferrer in the
gooa *h” e Daily Post is a worthy one, and must have dono

It is

Useful N' Roberts.—Thanks for the extract, which may be

Men r> ,.®lad you were so pleased with our lecture on “ Why

the ?1e\° "n H°d.” You are right about “ health.” It is

senge , *'n8 one person can wish another, and the common
G. Cr CE mankind admits it in the universal toast.

Shak?KSON— are readin% Mr. Frank Harris's new book on

it aa @&Peare, and shall probably have something to say about
R. gab80on as we can find time.

day REks—Glad to hear that you remember so pleasurably the

Paper ,, 1L you first became acquainted with our “ glorious
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T. W. Artison.—Your suggestion shall be duly considered.
Raising the price of this journal to threepence is really out of
the question.

W. P. Barr.—Thanks for valued cuttings.

H. J. Hyett.—Always glad to receive useful cuttings.

J. Johnson.—Say what you think, by all means ; we don’t want
the world to ourselves.

J. Partridge.—We prefer to say nothing about the incident this
week. Presumably we shall hear from you again.

J. G. Stuart.—Pleased to see your good letter in the local paper.

Horace D awson.—Hone's Apocryphal New Testament is obtain-
able for about 2s. 6d., and the Old Testament Apocryphal
Books are published by the King's Printers at Oxford and
Cambridge. The latter are included in the Catholic Bible;
the former not in any.

The Secular Society, Limited, office is 2 at Newcastle-street,
Farringdon-street, E.C.

The National Secular Society’s Office is at 2 Newcastle-street,
Farringdon-street, E.C.

Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to
2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

Lecture Notices must reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-
street, E.C., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be
inserted.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.
Orders for literature should be sent to the Manager of the
Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.,

and not to the Editor.

Persons remitting for literature by stamps are specially requested
to send halfpenny stamps.

The Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:—One year,
10s. 6d. ; half year, 5s. 3d.; three months, 2s. 8d.

Sugar Plums.

South Lancashire friends will note that Mr. Foote lectures
at Manchester to-day (Nov. 7), afternoon and evening, in the
Secular Hall, Rusholme-road, All Saints. As the subjects
|are likely to attract large audignsss, bpese who wish to
| secure seats should take care to be in good time

The horrid weather on Sunday—rain all day long—
naturally affected Mr. Foote’'s audience at St. James's Hall.
It was a very good audience in the untoward circumstances,
although it was unfortunate that the course of lectures
should close with what could not help being Mr. Foote’s
smallest meeting. Had the weather been moro favorable,
judging by those who were present in such conditions,
there would probably have been a bumping assembly. Mr.
Foote’'s lecture on “ The Rev. G. Bernard Shaw” was
evidently much relished. Mr. F. A. Davies, who occupied
the chair, invited questions and discussion, and succeeded in

eliciting both.

It is possible that another course of lectures will bo given
at St. James’s Hall in the new year.

Mr. Cohen had fine audiences in the Birmingham Town
Hall on Sunday, and his lectures were very warmly
applauded. The afternoon lecture being on Spain, a reso-
lution was unanimously passed in silence (the audience
standing), expressing indignation at the recent execution of
Professor Ferrer. Tho resolution appeared in the noxt
morning’s Daily Post.

We are glad to see that Mr. A. B. Moss has been re-elected
to his old seat on the Camberwell Borough Council, which
he boldly risked in championing tho cause of the Freethinker
against the bigots in connection with tho local freo libraries.

Under the auspices of the International Working Men’s
Society, an International Public Meeting will take place on
Friday, November 5, at 8 p.m , at the Club Union Buildings,
Clerkenwell-road, E.C. (next to tho Holborn Town Hall), to
protest against the murder of Ferrer and demand tho
immediate release of the prisoners now suffering at Mont-
juich Fortress. Speakers in various languages. Admission

free.

We received a communication, too late to be dealt with
in last week’s Freethinker, from the National Association of
French Freethinkers, which was founded by that great
scientist, the late Marcelin Berthelot. The circular announced
that, by arrangement with tho Paris Municipal Council, a
demonstration in honor of Francisco Ferrer, and in condern»
nation of his murderers, would be held at Montmartre,
before the monument to the Chevalier de La Barre. A
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request was being made to the Council that the monument
to Ferrer, which is being prepared, should be erected beside
that of La Barre’s, in face of the Church of the Sacred

Heart. We shall be glad to hear that this request has been
granted.
Writing to us last week—too late, however, for the

Freethinker—Mr. Harry Snell said: “ In your reference to
the Ferrer matter you interpret my own feelings with deadly
accuracy when you say that | personally did not expect the
Churches to interfere in the Ferrer case until it had become
popular. But any secretary who is worth his salt will
always avoid committing his movement to opinions of his
own. It is just possible that some members of the Ethical
movement may have expected that the Churches would
interfere, although to do justice to them, | have not heard of
any.” Good! But why then did Mr. Snell say “ We are
disappointed ” ?

Mr. Snell asks if the Freethinker has Ilany suggestion to
make for some practical international support for the work
that Ferrer started.” We have already said that the initi-
ative in this must be left to the officers of the International
Freethought Federation at Brussels.

Shakespeare is so universal that a quotation for almost
any occasion may be found in his writings. A correspon-
dent sends us the following passage from King Lear, which
fits the Ferrer case to a t. One may fancy his murderers
speaking it before their crime :—

“ Though well we may not pass upon his life
Without the form of justice, yet our power
Shall do a courtesy to our wrath, which men
May blame, but not control.”
Fortunately the “blame” of men has been too much for
Ferrer’'s murderers.

Another social gathering, under the auspices of the N. S. S.
Executive, will be held on Thursday evening, November 18,
at Anderton’s Hotel, Fleet-street. The President (Mr. G. W.
Foote) will attend, together with Messrs. Cohen, Lloyd, and
other vice-presidents. Thero will be a little speaking, more
music, and ample opportunity for conversation. By this
means Freethinkers may get introduced to each other, and
form acquaintances and perhaps friendships. Members of
the N. S.S. will be admitted on showing their cards, if
necessary; they will also have the privilege of introducing a
friend. Freethinkers who are not members, and cannot get
introduced, should communicate with the secretary, Miss
E. M. Vance, 2 Newcastle-street, E.C., who will supply them
with special cards of admission. Any person present who
wishes to speak to the President, and is not personally
known to him, is perfectly at liberty to introduce himself
(or herself). Mr. Footo begs them not to stand aloof on
mero grounds of conventional ceremony.

All copies of Mr. Foote's Book of Bod, both cloth and
boards, are now cleared out at the reduced rate. It will be
useless, therefore, to send us further orders for the book.

We think it advisable to say a few words, and a few words
only, about the recent prosecution under the London County
Council’s by-laws for the use of “ improper language ” by a
lecturer at Clapham-common. Wo are bound to resist every
attempt to enforce the Blasphemy Laws, because we are
opposed on principle to these laws, and therefore to their
application in any circumstances wbatover. But wo are not
opposed to laws against “ improper language ” in places of
public resort, where the hearers have the same right to be
as tho speakers have. We say plainly that wo are not going
to defend any and every man’s right to say whatever he
pleases at outdoor meetings. We would defend his right to
advocate his opinions, but not his right to use language
which would not be tolerated on political or social platforms.
We take the responsibility for our own languago, and others
must take the responsibility for theirs. This attitudo is
in keeping with all that wo said during tho latest “ blas-
phemy ” prosecution. And wo aro happy to know that it
has the unanimous approval of the N. S. S. Executive.

We have this to add to the foregoing paragraph. Some of
tho Christian outdoor speakers uro abominably provocativo
language, and tho County Council should show its im-
partiality by calling them to order, and even by taking
further steps if they porsist in misbehaving themselves.
While wo are bound to approve of a general law against
“ improper language ” in places of public resort, wo do not
approve of its application to Freethinkers only, while
Christians aro allowed unlimited license. And we shall
take care that this expression of our views reaches tho
County Council officials.
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The Narratives in Genesis.—XYIII.

A Matter Exciting Laughter.

(Continued from p. 701.)

Reverting to the last narrative of the Priestly
writer (Gen. xvii.), the god Shaddai, after instituting
the obscene rite of circumcision, made a promise to
Abraham respecting that patriarch’s wife Sarah—

which reads as follows :—
“ 1 will bless her, and moreover | will give thee ason
of her....... and she shall bo a mother of nations; king3

of people shall be of her.”

When Abraham heard this he “ fell upon his face and
laughed,” and though he had the most implicit faith
in all the promises of Shaddai, he could not helped"
ing in his heart “ Shall a child be born unto him tba
is an hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that is
ninety years old, bear"? But that we know tha
Abraham was “ the father of the faithful ” we migh®
say that the question he asked himself betokens
rank incredulity. EIl Shaddai would seem also
have had some such idea, for he repeated his prO
mise:— ,
“ Nay, but Sarah thy wife shall bear tbee a son; an
thou shalt call his name Isaac.”
The name “ Isaac” means “ he laughed
“laughter”; whence it is clear that the
of Abraham’s promised son resulted from t
patriarch’s laughing at the idea of an old wormn*
of ninety giving birth to a child. One can imag|
hearing the god Shaddai say: “ Ah, you old seep 1’
you laugh, do you? Well, you may tows Y w
for it, your wife shall really Rave & eon, and y°D
shall call his name Laughter.” EI Shaddai had no
objection to a mild and select sort of a pun when bs
happened to be alone with a friend.
We come now to G&D. xviii., which_is from the
of the Yahvist. In this chapter we have a
Abraham entertaining the god Yahveh an
his angels. That worthy patriarch, this veracioQ3
writer says, was sitting at the door of his tentnl
the heat of the day when * o, three mé O(EJ Qver
against him,” one of whom turned out to be the g°
Yahveh incognito. Abraham'’s tent had beenpitebe
behind a tree for shade; so that the patriarch, hasten
ing forward, seated his guests under the tree, ranan
asked Sarah to make some cakes, and §§{ BR& of W
young men to Kkill and cook a calf. Whep,this j
UG ready, Abraham bmugg{ %LE it
butter and milk, and set it before tho three mea> »
“ stood by them under the tree ” while they
of it. When the meal was over, one of the N
men, Yahveh, after asking where was Sarah, sa

Lthese*“»l
V0 a

_r

Abraham:- . )
“ 1 will certainly return unto tbee when in

comotb round; and, lo, Sarah tby wife sbal

. son’™” tbat 8
This should have been no news to Abraham™—

assuming the acoount by the Priestly write ~ 9
true. The promise, however, oertainly earn
surprise to Sarah, who was listening behind jDOg,
door. “ And Sarah laughed within herself, JoOrd
After | have waxed old shall 1 have pleasure, (
being old also.” Though Sarah laughed uegrd

herself,” the god Yahveh, who had 8 arP( «njoref’re

her, and turning to Abraham he asked “ ' a for
did Sarah laugh ?....... Is anything too Py-
Yahveh ”? Sarah, being now afraid, “deni <

ing) M tawghed oat.” reepe’
InCthis, second account the Lord’s promise r™r- {
tbhf i? clearly implied to have been gire t*o
the first time. Moreover, as regards the
evious that if the second be
, iiotitious; while if the fire m - IiC
ve bo true, tho second is a fiotion. This is®&&' *
«summer the first, account to be historical, Abr™ ed

his wife with tho honor that awaiseu "™ eCta{'O_o.
that day Sarah would have lived in the ~Jjittij
of lho great event, and could have though .j
else. The disgrace of having no children w
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case, the promise, when made a second t i m e
pot have come upon Sarah as a snip e jn

In fact, but serve to_strengthen e er”ajnjy lwould
Possibility of its fulfilment. She ce n- ~ g

PSR eigd and PRI MR BE oouR SRIY Kake
Place when the prediction was heard to

time.  Similarly”™if the second o «rat'v&] 80 that
Abraham thou%ht so little of the 1. P bis wife,
N did not think it worth mentioning to bm

which, having regard to its natur0,” to aocount
hnlikely indeéd. ~We should then have to acco”

the fact that Abraham’s god tboug te occa-

tp make the promise twice—on tw N gideration

emus. When, however, we take in r:(ers each

that the two narrativos are by differen other) all

narrating his story independently get them
difficulties vanish : we can then rea * vy

down as both fictitious. ). tuO Lord

It may be interesting 1O notice peopie.

‘ rediction

treated the incredulity of the t

~hen Abraham laughed upon hea g ed fhe

Respecting Sarah, EI Sbaddai discreetlg and
ulity of which it was the expres .
renieRtl/i'ut 1011 IC<WaS m expression, ana

* ’
Pﬁ%‘éﬁ‘ﬁéﬁ\ eegoé administereg a reBJke, apg was
to be severe. He asks: “Is anything too
hard for Yahveh ?”  The answer to which, of course,
4 : No, nothing is beyond his power.” To this I
~euld leave' to add: * except, perhaps, to make
®Pents live OBBR dust ”—a feat whioh Has now
thonaaWb t h e exercise of his skill for nearly six
~sand years.
Coupp N °,~ave n°t got to the end of the “ laughing ”
Ui. aft* w*th the name “ Isaao ” yet. In chapter
hotion Olrd writer—the Elohist, whose first contri-
latiD, aPPOars in chapter xx.—tells ns a story re-
think hhe birth and babyhood of this child
hcommences:—
~Se«wio said, Hilliiim tetto oiede M to Vewglh ;
have” ~ abkeareth will laugh with me Who would
dreil & unto Abraham, that Sarah should give chil-
ly ;%gl_J%e‘i" 7or | have borne him a son in his old age ”

ta

jo 'i(an words italicised it would seem that the

brakn knew HoiniRg 6f tRO uUerd's premises te
liters 10 tbe narratives °f the Yahvist and Priestly
accounf r Pjeaving this point, we have three stories to
*riter L[°r fcbe name lIsaac : the first by the Priestly
dulity_ ho makes Abraham laugh—a laugh of incre-
birth to » idea of his ninety-year-old wife giving
Sarak | a 80n’ bhe second by the Yahvist, who makes
jjhird baQ«h'tb e same laugh—at the same idea; the
but in 7. . 0 Elohist, who also makes Sarah laugh—
-AOr tho-8886 8 iamBh-of-triumph—and not until
are. ofUe ° Irbh has taken place. All three aocounts

wsturdd01/80’ eSBually historical,
hien’e bo the Yahvist narrative, the “ three

ald twwd® dined under Abraham’s tree arose,
u° of them went towards Sodom. The third,
~dviaok8 B0 god Yahveh, debated with himself the
idfl.y of taking Abraham into his confidence,
%, &? *])tlydecided that he might do so. “ For,” said
f°~and 8 known bo the end that he may
Ibat tbs his °hildren, and his household after him,
ahd juey lllay keep the way of the Lord, to do justice

e JiahamQlent ” « bhab is to say, Yahveh knew that
6"\°ihed -Wotl™ aeb in accordance with the commands
? theRQ In Eeut. iv. 8-9. If Abraham knew nothing

the writer did, which comes to

The god then said to Abraham (—
the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and

ar0 s leir 8n i®vory grievous, 1 will go down DOwW,
the crv 'T .ether thoy have done altogether according to

kmé)w A *t which is come unto me; and if not, I will

upon hearing this, remembered that his

bear" f ~“bhad gone to live in Sodom, so he “ drew
°«ty if O Yahveh, and prayed him not to destroy that
“bty righteous persons wore in it. This the
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and finally if 1 ¢
numberof ;*tyw is'therefore doomed to

* contained forty, then
« hteoas people was not to

small I
fonnd in Sodom. went hia way, as soon
ggs%cﬁlgg. left commurrl]lqugs with Abraham : and

Abraham returned unto his place.”

In the New Testament we find the following state-
ments respecting the god who had been “ communing
with Abraham

John i. 18.—* No man hath seen God at any time.”
46.—*“ Not that any man hath seen the

John vi.
| Father, save he which is from God; he hath seen the
Father.” [Jesus himself was “ ho which is from God.]
1 John iv. 12.—*“ No man hath seen God at any time.”
1 Tim. vi. 16.—“ Whom no man hath seen, nor can

see.”

In these four passages it is distinctly asserted that
“no man” had ever beheld the god of Israel. Now,
setting aside the account of Moses, who is related to

have seen “ the back” of “the Lord God” (Exod.
Ixxxiii. 22), and that of the seventy elders, who are
stated to have seen his whole figure (Exod. xxiv. 9-
there cannot be tbe smallest doubt that Abraham,
«th e Yahvist narratjve here noticed, both saw and
spoke to th& Hebrew de€ity; and, further, that the
form of this god was that of an ordinary man. The
latter fact recalls the Bible statement (Gen. i. 26-27)
that Elohim created man in his own image and like-
ness—a statement which means that “ the Lord”
was himself of the form and appearance of a man.
And such was undoubtedly the belief of all the

ancient Hebrew writers.
ABRACADABRA.

N

(To he continued.)

Is Faith Necessary ?

The Read Meaning of M. Briedx's Drama,
“False Gods.”

M. Brieux, the talentod French dramatist, belongs
to that ¢lite of authors who, following the example of
the ancient alasgical poets, jushlly eansiders theatmcal
art not merely as a harmless and amusing pastime,
hut rather as the means of studying and discussing
one of the many vital and all-absorbing social pro-
blems which, through the constant development of
civilisation, become more and more complex.

AH his pieces are constructed on a thesis, the dis-
cussion and development of which are carried through
by the author on strictly natural and rational lines.
A greay lover of humanity, his heart throbs with pain
at the sight of man’s unhappiness and wrong-doings,
generally caused by his voluntary or unconscious
ignorance. M. Brieux, therefore, arrives at conclu-
sions which are perfectly logical, humane, and free
from prejudices.

For instance, one of his masterpieces, The Arm oj
the haw, eenstitutes a severe and justified eritisism
of the haphazard and inefficient way in which justice
is rendered at present. In another of his well-known
pieces, Maternity, the author strongly rebukes a cer-

tain class of women, chiefly found in the fashionable
and idle class of society, who do their utmost to

evade the duties of motherhood, and he clearly
demonstrates the evil effects of such a praotice.
With False Gods, M. Brieux has aroused a renewed
interest in the problem of religion in relation to
morality. In order not to shock the susceptibilities
of a certain class, the drama takes plaoe in ancient
Egypt some 1,800 years before Christ; at first sight
the spectator is led to believe that the old pagan
gods, and the gross superstitions attaohed to them,
lare alone dealt with ; but for the student of religion,
who easily reads between the lines, it is evident that
the author studies the engrossing question whether
faith is a necessity or not. All religions have a
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common basis—the belief in the Supernatural, and
all descend from the same cause—primitive man’s
incapacity for understanding the laws of Nature.
Therefore, to criticise a certain belief in a certain
god or gods is to lay open to discussion the validity
of religion in general.

Unfortunately, for so many centuries, the idea of
religion has been so intimately connected with that
of morality, although both are absolutely independent
one from the other, that the majority of people are
incapable of distinguishing both principles. The
result is that at present an immense variety of
meanings is attached to the word “ religion,” and if
we are not careful, from the outset, to clearly ex-
press the true meaning of religion, misinterpre-
tations of various kinds will necessarily arise.

The belief in gods involves the belief in invisible,
supermaterial or spiritual beings like, and yet
superior to, man; therefore one may accept Pro-
fessor Tylor’'s definition of religion, “ the belief in
spiritual beings,” as representing the most compre-
hensive, and therefore the most scientific, definition

yet given.*
In latter years, thanks to the wonderful
and ever-increasing progress in all branches of

science, a large number of people, throwing aside the
worn-out and obsolete superstitions of old, are ready
to admit that the basis of religion's claims is, after
all said and done, but a vast hypothesis, a mere
illusion of the senses transmitted to us through the
ignorance of our primitive ancestors. However, these
same people pretend that, granting all religions to be
false, it is, nevertheless, an absolute necessity that
we should cultivate some kind of supernatural faith
in order not to completely wreck our moral standing.
This idea is very prevalent in our days, and it is
pointed out that a purely secular education would
necessarily eradicate from the heart of men the fear
of God, and that without this wholesome cringing to
the supernatural, mankind would certainly descend to
the deepest abyss of moral degradation.

It is unfortunate to note that, in matters of re-
ligious controversy, too often scrupulous honesty is
not the motto of the champions of the super-
natural ; in fact, there is a serious tendency for
Christians to—consciously or unconsciously— mis-
interpret facts so as to transform them into con-
venient arguments for the upholding of their special
form of belief. This spirit has been revealed in a
striking way in various criticisms which appeared in
the press after the first performance of False Gods.
For instance, here is an extract which appeared in
the Church Times :—

“In truth it covers the whole realm of theological
discussion as wo see it around us to-day. Wo see the
bitter hopelessness of mere iconoclasrn, such as that
which still survives from Voltaire; we see the anti-
clericalism of Gambetta; wo gain an inner view of
Modernism; a swift light is thrown on Nationalism,
and abovo all and through all there is the throb of the
one mighty argument for religion, that it satisfies human
needs.......

And again, this time from the Christian Common-
wealth : —

“ The need of tho human heart to bavo something to
believe in, somewhere that it can lose its sense of
burdened loneliness and weakness in the restful strength
of supernatural forces, is expounded in masterly
fashion....... "

The italics are mine, and serve to emphasise tho
drift of the articles quoted ; in tho former, wo first
note the curt and unsatisfactory way in which the
great Voltaire is dismissed, and then comes the
statement that religion is a want and is necessary to
satisfy human needs; the latter article confirms the
above declaration.

Now, in tbe second act of False Gods, it happens
that Satni, through his knowledge, was able to cure
an hysteric woman suffering from a purely nervous
diseaso, and that on account of this “ miraculous"
cure the poor, ignorant Egyptians regard him as a
more powerful god than those to whom they have

* C. Cohen.
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been accustomed to pray. Satni does his utmost to
uproot this conviction from the minds of his ooffl-
patriots, and finally decides to shatter in one mighty
effort the popular belief in the supernatural. R°nse
to enthusiasm by his burning words, the entire P?P*
lation proceeds to destroy their idols, shouting-
“ The gods are dead I Then follows, as was to ®
expected, a period of depression. A child does n
become an adult in a day, and these poor, ig0020
people are bewildered in the presence of the suade
mental liberty they have conquered; not being
sufficiently developed to know of any other ®°r
guide but fear, they naturally go wild and comm
numberless excesses. This is human logio. a
events could not have run otherwise; but ma®
diately we see the Christian press distorting *
author’'s aim by declaring that without relig'
morality cannot exist. Truly this is a childish arg
ment, which gives us a sad insight on the
standard of the professional Christian intellect.
instead of always trying to discover new argu®6
in favor of the God-hypothesis, these Christian
men had endeavored to use their brains, they » g
have found that M. Brieux meant to convey t0 g
the fact that religion s part and parcel of n™ #
intellectual evolution. During a certain per
his development, religion is necessary to man ,
the same way that a child is incapable of distin-
guishing between good and evil, and that during b's
eariy years his parents must, in order to be obey«;
inspire him with fear and respect, man in his filB
stages of intellectual evolution needs to fear ceified
nature in order to be moral. Later on, as when the
child becomes adult, he will, thanks to his develop@®
knowledge and reasoning powers, fully understate
° intrinsic value and the social necessity 0
morality. Arrived at that stage, the belief in
supernatural becomes perfectly useless; in fact«
on constitues a serious obstacle to his forth
evelopment, and the sooner he abandons the °
myths which have done their duty the better W»J
be for the cause of social progress.
Let us suppose, for an example, that a few_s*v
tribes, who only recognise brute force, were in®1 ™
o0 adopt a republican form of government. «
evident that it would prove a total failnre. "A
ot because the republican formula is in iit8®.
allure, but rather on account of the intellect®* ~
capacity of savages to adopt such a refined f°r /e
government, which can only be a success ™ era ir
people are sufficiently civilised to appreciate
individual social responsibilities. , oen
No a thousand times no—morality is not r .
dent on religion. The laws of evolution and an
Poiogy have conclusively proved that religio~*” i0

7P fo . .1 : S
| -
CoTIE joduento braingrslioion i, foo
Morality 18 tho bo «afely and profitably dismissed-
19 the IQatinnti obde  our social orgeoisat}o0’
society protects itself™ean8. hereby a grega'?0
C? anieNatlon, ° mla VI1Ow o[ itB reproduce
% ual. reninst tbe egotism o 10

18 the indlvidn*1 80° inl organisation, tbe more refired
dUai and oolleotivo morality, o g1z

In

The Making of a Prophecye
.. nini aft®r
HE Evangelist Matthow (xxvn. J1 flgod
juted that tho Jewish authorities pa -jvOr ret®
om a potter with tho thirty pieces o

ato them by Judas, declares:— sOoken
“ Then was fulfillod that which ""A, took tbe” Oit

a fielj

N

tho prophot Jeremiah, saying. Au'* \aSpricedl.

piccos of silver, tho prico of him tea  price. ,Oioted

certain of tho children of Israo < £ord

gavo them for tho potter’s fiold, as «abbg

mo-" Jere®18 A It
ow if tho prophecy horo attribute <3* £

ally proceeded from his lips in t o
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Would have supplied a most remarkable instance of
Vaticination seemingly verified by events. Alas,
however, only the barest nucleus of the alleged pre-
diction occurs in the writings of the prophet to whom
| is so unhesitatingly attributed. This gsm is to be
IOund in chap, xxxii., where Jeremiah states that he
Purchased a field at Anathoth from his cousin
tfanamel for seventeen shekels because he believed
hat God had directed him to buy it.

A8 however, Nebuchadnezzar was at this time
heseiging Jerusalem, the prophet rued his invest
hient, and cried :—

“ Thou hast said unto me, 0, Lord God, Buy thee the
field for money, and call witnesses ; whereas the city is
m  given infe the hang of the Chaldeavs.

then'8 IO replied that the city should fall and
thfrnPeople be geatdeniedj bud that he would bring
m hack again safely, adding
It shaii he bought in this land, whereof ye say,
is desolate, without man or beast; it is given into the
and of the Chaldeans. Men shall buy fields for money,
ncl subscribe the deeds, and seal them, and call wit-
esses, in the land of Benjamin, and in the places about
erusalem....... for j wm cause their captivity to return,
®aith the Lord

waiving the fact that this prophecy was
Jew° f8" intended to foreshadow the return of the
tranS m captivity and not to describe any private
capahiC*0On’ ~ *8 ev”™ en” that the °nly portions
by o °f being wrested for the purpose designed

ie8ulfc. kOw would have yielded the following

j» Then was fulfilled that which was spoken through
e prophet Jeremiah, saying, For money shall men buy
®as about Jerusalem : Thou, O Lord, hast said, Buy
n ee a field for money.”

Wo'u, S r ver. the fulfilment of such a prediction
a pQr fiave been limited to an event so indefinite as

stated aQ lan® near Jernsalem, for a price un
unn from a vendor whose occupation was
c’ndu f appiicability of the passage to the
thirtv@c -~ Prieats in buying the potter’s field for
tattle J117008 silver must have appeared a very
thatt a*C e”es Matthew. Hence we find

ttiore ° re®cdy this defect and make the prediction
acqu ?1f cta0 and serviceable, the Evangelist, whose
Was In/iancO with the OIld Testament scriptures
pr'p> ««naive, took certain phrases from another
Wortj 6 1Cal author, and inserted them, without a
WhOm° acknowledgment, in the prophecy of the seer
~eold 8Pecih0Os. The passage thus amended
draft = rea<® thus as compared with the original

vj.-Jfken was fulfilled that which was spoken by the

EOr~ ° Phet Jeremiah, saying,—
aioney., For money, thirty pieces of
silver, the price that | was

laein. °n buy fields about Jeru  priced at of them, shall men

,OLord . . buy fields abeut derusalem.
a. bath said...... Thou, O Lord, hath said, Cast
the thirty pieces of silver to the
potter [And] Buy thee a field
e’ a for money for monoy.”

the g}li8-5"r°ke of genius, Matthew introduced into
Paid f ° °al prediction (1) the thirty pieces of silvier
@ thGn tf Je8us ky the Jewish authorities ;
a field P . Or from whom the said authorities bought
~od had”~k the 8a~ money; and (3) the fact that
wfifie 8oq 1°id the prophet to get a field from a potter.
gllIToDtiVe wfiOncO these all-important details were
~ orein /P?8" derived was the book of Zachariah,
°t Ore @ fij8 author, after mentioning the fulfilment
his prophecies, says i—
poor of the Hock that gave heed unto me
was word °t the Lord. And I said
Ictui if yo think good, give me my biro; and, if
of 8ji rtje&r. So they weighed for my hire thirty pieces
pottj,-01. And tho Lord said unto mo, Cast it unto the
Ang J “he goodly price that | was priced at of them.
Huf0 .. took tho thirty pieces of silver and cast them
It 00 Potter in tho house of the Lord ” (chap. xi.).

afi ttbou? °hserved that this passage says nothing at
a’yon0'

’

kttow~H8
Unto tl
Hot, £
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sufficed the purpose of Matthew, who merely ex-
tracted what seemed necessary to compliment the
prophecy of Jeremiah, and render it more in harmony
with its alleged fulfilment. Thus he identifies the
price estimated for the services of the prophet with
the sum subsequently set on the life of Jesus, and
makes the donation given to the potter foreshadow
the payment received in after ages by another potter
for a field at his disposal. One point, however, the
astute Evangelist overlooked—namely, the vital
difference between the circumstances attending the
pricing of Zachariah and the pricing of Jesus.
(1) Zachariah was priced by “ the poor of the flock,”
Jesus by “ the chief priests and elders of the people
(2) Zachariah was priced for his advantage, Jesus for
his destruction; (3) Zachariahreceived his price, Jesus
received nothing; (4) Zaohariah cast away his price
by divine command, Judas cast away the price of
Jesus from remorse; (5) the price of Zaohariah,
unlike that of Jesus, was not returned to the payers,
but bestowed on a third party; (6) the price of
Zaohariah, unlike that of Jesus, was given to the
potter by the person priced; (7) the price of
Zachariah, unlike that of Jesus, was given to the
potter as a gift,-and not in purchase of a field.
Again, in the version of the prophecy given by
Matthew, we read, “ they took the thirty pieces of
silver....... and gave them for the potter’'s field as the
Lord appointed me.” But, as we have seen, the
Lord appointed Jeremiah to buy afield, and Zachariah
to give thirty pieces of silver to a potter, the two
appointments being therefore distinct as regards the
persons appointed to act and the actions appointed

for them to perform. ELIJAH GreenleaF.

Correspondence.

INDETERMINATE SENTENCES.
TO THH EDITOR OF *“ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir—May | thank you for the good wishes you express
for the success of the Penal Reform League in your issue of
14th ult.; and may | ask you a question ? If we manage to
develop a system for the cure and education of criminals,
who is to decide beforehand how long it will take to cure or
educate any given criminal ?

To mo it seems that, given the motive and means of
curing and educating, it will naturally follow that the period
cannot bo determined beforehand. At the same time | grant
you that an indeterminate sentence of our present prison
régime would be monstrous, But so is any sentence of such

a régime. Arthur St. John.

PROTESTANTS AND THE BIBLE.

Jack had provided a fair copy of his father's will,
engrossed in form upon a large skin of parchment; and
resolving to act the part of a most dutiful son, he became
the fondest creature of it imaginable. For although, as |
have often told the reader, it consisted wholly in certain
plain, easy directions, about the management and wearing
of their coats, with legacies and penalties in case of obedi-
ence or neglect, yet he began to entertain a fancy that the
matter was deeper and darker, and therefore must needs have
a great deal more of mystery at the bottom. “ Gentlemen,”
said he, “ I will prove this very skin of parchment to be
meat, drink, and cloth, to be the philosopher's stone and the
universal medicine.” In consequence of which raptures, he
resolved to make use of it in the necessary as well as the
most paltry occasions of life. He had a way of working it
into any shape he pleased ; so that it served him for a night-
cap when he went to bed, and for an umbrella in rainy
weather. He would lap a piece of it about a sore toe, or,
when he had fits, burn two inches under his nose ; or, if any-
thing lay heavy on his stomach, scrape off and swallow as
much of the powder as would lie on a silver penny ; they
were all infallible remedies. With analogy to these refine-
ments, his common talk and conversation ran wholly in the
phrase of his will, and he circumscribed the utmost of his
eloquence within that compass, not dariDg to let slip a

the purchase of a field from the potter, or j yllable without authority from that—Swift, “ Tale </a
8 80i and therefore would not of itself have | Tub."
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday,
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.

I ndoor.

Istington Branch N. S. S. (Secular Hall, Church-street, Upper-
gtreet, N.) : 7.30, Kev. A. Hyatt, IThe Savior of the World.”

West Ham Branch N. S.S. (Public Hall (Minor), Barking-
road, Canning Town): 7.30, W. J. Ramsey, “ Shall We Live
Again ?”

Outdoor.

Istington Branch N.S.S. (Highbury Corner): 12 (noon).
Debate, H. Randall and Sidney Cook, “ Is the Bible the Word
of God?”

COUNTRY.

I ndoor.

Birmingham B ranch N. S. S. (Prince of Wales Assembly Rooms,
Broad-street): H. P. Ward, 3, “Is There a God? Why I
Answer ‘No’ 7, “ The Murder of Ferrer: an Impeachment of
the Jesuit Government of Spain.”

E dinburgh Secular Society (Club Rooms, 12 Hill-square):

6.30, A. Davis, an Address.

G lasgow Secular Society (Hall. 110 Brunswick-street) : Mrs
H. Bradlaugh Bonner, 12 (noon), “ The Tercentenary of Michael
Servetus, the Victim of John Calvin”; 6.30, “ Thomas Paine

in 1909.”

L eicester Secular Society (Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate):
6.30, J. McCabe, “ The Evolution of Morality.—I. The Origin
of Moral Feeling.” Lantern illustrations.

Liverpool Branch N. S. S. (Alexandra Hall Islington-Bquare):
7, C. Wilson, “ Roman Catholicism and Social Democracy.”

Manchester Branch N.S.S. (Secular Hall, Rusholme-road,
All Saints) : G. W. Foote, 3, “ The Martyrdom of Ferrer ”; 6.30,
“ Shakespeare’s Philosophy of Life—in Hamlet, etc.” Tea at 5.

Society (Hedley Cafg,
“ Education : What it Is

Newcastle R ationalist D ebating
Clayton-street) : 7.30, W. Richardson,
and What it Might Be.”

Nottingham (Cobden Hall, Peachey-street) : 7.30, “ Agnostic,”
of Manchester, “ The Philosophy of Secularism.”
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BUSINESS CARDS.

Short advertisements are inserted under this heading at the rate

of 2s. per half inch and 3s. Gd. per inch. No advertise

under this heading can be less than 2s. or extend beyond
inch. Special terms for several continuous insertions.

FREETHOUGHT BADGES.—The new N. S. S. Baa8G?0*e*
is the French Freethinkers’ emblem—a single Pansy
Button shape, with strong pin. Has been the means ol n
pleasant introductions. Price, single, 2d., postage Id «
or more post free. Reduction to Branches.—N.S.8. Secor
2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

HARRY BOULTER, Leysian Offices, 108 City- road (“u
floor), is now prepared to receive Tailoring Orders ¢ ¢
descriptions at moderate prices. Will wait upon custo
with patterns ou receipt of postcard.

WANTED.— Copies of National Secular Society’s Almanac»

for 1890 and 1894 for office use. Also “copy C“l'g@‘éﬁrl
Christianity, G. W. FoOt6; PRIBFEW 8RH Christian Itecor
Dr. Giles. State price and condition to N. S. S. Secretaryi

2 Newcastle-streot, Farringdou-street, E.C.

BARGAINS, Bargains, Bargains, Bargains, Barg®19
Iliree pairs High-class Trousers, all different, for 5 1
to measure. Patterns froe.—H. M. Wilson, 22 Norths"8

terrace, Bradford.
pest|
°andR?n°ATSI! A a8nificent value; to measure, 21s, 38

and 49a eaS™ Samples on receipt of postcard. Suits
d 42s—J- W. Qott, 28 Church-bank, Bradforffir"

direct from tho warehouse for 21s.—1 Par
Jlankets, 1 pair of sheets, 1 Quilt, 1 pair of Curtains.
ford6 f 11 low'cases—A. Dyson, 690 Bolton-road, Bad

_I

DEFENCE OF FREE “

BY

G. W, FOOTE.

Price FOURPENCE. Postfree FiIYEPRNO*T

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle street, Farringdon-stre®

WORKS BY G W FOOTE

BIBLE ROMANCES.

6d., post 2Jd. Superior edition (160 pages), cloth 2s.,
post 2Jd.
CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS. Second and cheaper

edition.

and My Neighbor. Id., post id.

CHRISTIANITY AND SECULARISM. Four Nights' Public

Debate with the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Paper, Is.;
cloth Is. 6d., post 2d.
COMIC SERMONS AND OTHER FANTASIAS. 8d., post Id.

DARWIN ON GOD. Containing all the passages in the works

of Darwin bearing on the subject of religion. 6d., post Id.

DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH. Three hours' Address to the
With Special Preface and

Jury before Lord Coleridgo.
many Footnotes. 4d., post Id.

DROPPING THE DEVIL: and Other Free Church Per-

formances. 2d., post id.

FLOWERS OF FREETHOUGHT. First Series, cloth, 2s. 63.,

post 3d. Second Series, cloth 2s. 6d., post 3d.

GOD SAVE THE KING. An English Repnblican’s Coronation

Notes. 2d., post id.

HALL OF SCIENCE LIBEL CASE, with Full
Acoount of the “ Leeds Orgies.” 3d., post Id.

INTERVIEW WITH THE DEVIL. 2d., post Jd.

INGERSOLLISM DEFENDED AGAINST ARCHDEACON

FARRAR. 2d., post id.
JOHN MORLEY AS A FREETHINKER. 2d., post id.
LETTERS TO THE CLERGY. (128 pp.). Is., post 2d.

LIE

verted Atheist. 1d., post id
MRS. BESANT'S THEOSOPHY. A Candid Criticism
2d., post id.

Popular odition, with Portrait, paper

Recommendod by Mr, Robert Blatchford in Qod

and True

IN FIVE CHAPTERS; or, Hugh Prtco Hughes' Con-

the
RERHREECEd "W~ 'y wisaing Chapter trow

r x mdy podt ige op ™ * An Open Letter to Mr. Jostle

Sjl

pwilEenceb o  cHARLES SBRBBEAUGE  id

SALVATION ? The Groat Alternative. 3d., P%t A
ON SYRUP; or> Ljght on Darkest England-

Reply to General Booth. 2d., post HJ Rejoinder to Jir<

SECULARISM AND THEOSOPHY. A ir®
Besant. 2d., post id. J

TEERANDSOLR, E00K R i RO
Inpregneble lod ,, ,  Scripture

Tnv*' 6d"’ P08t Jid- f UOIV

Mngbof.Alg  BnOEMAKER
TIUF o, " Fognid. Letter
Magfe OREFD. Ang2d .

TH I%Nﬁ NBoupr rc trS? Clggég Mﬂ\a%an(%% gf‘lthlsm °l

6d” P
A Btory.

An 0

€S
Ougb o
and the PeT
pisiP

P-

to

°fit Jid’ .
1d., post id.

nn Letter to
Laet Advon

THE DYING Torl 7
THE NEW rA nEIST’

Hlavatskv oil ° 8TRO. ol **
" PO8t id-

° i/ E«CS. The

THE pasrtnJ
* 8 2 * ,ﬁJ)
WA%"%EEI&] o‘f d J\O%\ gearchln% Inquiry intO-
WHAT IR [ thoProphet of Nazaret Id., p°8* t'u e
P radin,~h°~9,BTIOIBM? With Observations on B J0,

Holyoak d~ lleply to_G°°f
XI?/I}/(L)EI’]S taisa o 6(5 esnoce of At(i!uels ?p Syd.,0P°8 ¥’
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SECULAR

(LIMITED)

freethinker

SOCIETY

ited by Guarantee.

Registered Office—2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON. E.C.

Chairman of Board of Dire

Secretary— Miss

TniB. Society was formed in 1898 to afford legal security to tho
ac'B_'s*ti°n and application of funds for Secular purposes. i

ie Memorandum of Association sets forth ‘that tho Society s
Objects are:—To promote the principle that human conduct
should he based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super-
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper
if« of all thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry.
¢0 Promote universal Secular Education. To promote tho com-
plete secularisation of the State, etc., etc. And to do all such
lawful things as are conducive to such objects.

Also to ia'0'
old, receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devisee .

r bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any o

urposes.of the Society. . . . .
(I):ﬂe ﬁa%el?lty 0 mem%e¥s is limited to £1, in case the y
Should ever be wound up and the assets were insufficient to cover
I

R LS unl{‘fg%gggglgp?gﬁys'hilIings, and asubseq tj

embers pay an en

yeaﬁ% %&%W)H%‘ gEJWﬁ&@é‘éi@ﬁumber of members, but amuen
‘«ger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be
famed amongst those who read this announcement. All who join
' Participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of
?aresources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa-
,1°h that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from
‘he Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in
aﬁ\@’a)éx\gi]@ltﬁ’vseraﬁairs are managed by an elected Board ol
* erectors, consisting of not less than five and not more than
twelve members, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) each year,

ctors— Mr. G. W. FOOTE.
E. M. VANCE.

but are capable of re-election. An Annual General Meeting of
members must be held in London, to receive the Report, elect
new Directors, and transact any other business that may arise.
Being a duly registered body, the Secular Society, Limited,
can receive donations and bequests with absolute security.
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to make
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society's favor in their
wills.  On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension.
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The executors
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary course of
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in
connection with any of the wills by which the Society has

alrppdy 856 8HfG tors are Messrs. Harper and Battcock, 23
Rood-lane, Fenchurch-street, Looden: E.C.

A Form of Bequest.—The followingvlg| a sufficient form of
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators:—" | give and
| bequeath to the Secular Socie(tjy, Limited, the sum of £------
“ free from Legacy Duty, and | direct that a receipt signed by
“ two members of the Board of the said Society and the Secretary
“ thereof shall be a good discharge to my Executors for the

“ said Leg
Friend

” >
%(f:ythe Society who have remembered it in’ their wills,
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary of
the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential. This is not necessary,
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, and
their contents have to be established by competent testimony.

Under the Ban of the London County Council,

THE
[Revised and

' BIBLE R

G. W.

POPULAR

EDITION
Enleaytd)

OMANCES”
FOOTE.

With a Portrait of the Author

ft W Foote cha
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_for tho Secular sumox,,. -
1modern opini®@A are Being placed from da

144 Largo Doubte

irman of tho Secular Society, is well known as a mou

h.
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eminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh

BY

G. W.

intimate thine over written

‘e

1 moat
I erenfc

«boot Bradlaogh.

FOOTE.

Mr. Foote's personal

recollections oi
Tnnnnelnsfc” during many exciting years, with a page on his attitude in the presence
E death, and™ an account of8 his last appearance as President of the National Secnlar Sooioty.

"LISHED AT SIXPENCE REDUCED TO TWOPENCE.

(Postage Halfpenny.)
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A LIBERAL OFFER NOTHING LIKE IT.

Greatest Popular Family Reference Book and Sexology—Almost Given Away. A Million sdd
at 3 and 4 dollars—Now Try it Yourself.

Insure Your Life—You Die to Win; Buy this Book, You Learn to Live.

., Ignorance Kkills—knowledge saves—be wise in time. Men weaken, sicken, 8® (>
Tfie'BeskK knowing bow to live. “ Habits that enslave ” wreck thousands—young ana °
Fathers fail, mothers are “ bed-ridden,” babies die. Family feuds, marital miser
divorces—even murders—All can be avoided by self-knowledge, self-control.

You can discount heaven—dodge hell—here and now, by reading and applyinS L,;
wisdom of this one hook of 1,200 pages, 400 illustrations, 80 lithographs on 18 anatom
color plates, and over 250 prescriptions,

3F COURSE YOU WANT TO KNOW WHAT EVERYONE OUGHT TO

T he Y oung—How to choose the best to marry.

T he Married—Hew to be happy in marriage.

The Fond Parent—HOW to have prize babies.

T he Mother—How to have them without pain.

T he Childless—How to be fruitful and multiply.

T he Curious—H ow they “ growed ” from germ-cell.
T he Healthy—How to enjoy life and keep well.

T he Invalid—How to brace up and keep well.

Whatever you'd ask a doctor you findherein, or (if not, Dr. F. will answer your inquiry tree, any time).

Dr. Foote’'s books have been the popular instructors of the masses in America for fifty years (often re-written, enlar2e
and always kept up-to-date). For twenty years they have sold largely (from London) to all countries where English
spoken, and everywhere highly praised. Last editions are best, largest, and most for the price. You may save the P
by not buying, and you may lose your life (or your wife or child) by not knowing some of the vitally important truths it te

Most Grateful Testimonials From Everywhere. (]
Gudivoda, India: “ It is a store of medical knowledge in plainest Panderma, Turkey : “ I can avow frankly there is rarely to
language, and every reader of English would be benefited found such an interesting book as yours.” —K. H. (Cbeim”
by it.”—W. L. N. Calgary, Can. : “ The information therein has changed my 1
Triplicane, India: “ | have gone through the book many times, idea of life—to be nobler and happier.”—D. N. M. i
and not only benefited myself but many friends also.”— Laverton, W. Aust. : “ | consider it worth ten times the P
G.W. T. I have benefited much by it.”—R. M.

Somewhat Abridged Editions (800 pp. each) can be had in German, Swedish, Finnish, or Spanish'
Price EIGHT SHILLINGS by Mail to any Address.
ORDER OP THE PIONEER PRESS,

2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.C.

O U R C L O T H I N G America’s Freethought Newspaper

THE TRUTH SEEKEE-

FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, 1873.
IS NOT CH EAP CONTINUED BY E. M. MACDONALD, 1883-190fi
G. E. MACDONALD Eu-@
AT THE L. K. WASHBURN E ditorial Contbib
. o Sybscription R ates. $3.00
Singlo subscripcién in advance = 00
EXPENSE OF THE WORKER  Two new subscrivers %

One subscription two years in advance
To all foreign countries, except Mexico, 50 cents per annum

Subscriptions for any length of time under a year, at the rat
25 cents per month, may be begun at any time.

This is what a Trade Union Paper says Freethinkers everywhere are invited to send for specimiir &
“| was privileged to walk round the which are free.
Clothing Faotory of Messrs. Geo. JESSOP THE TRP%EIihe?EEDﬁglsrs (l:noJMrrl?eémZught Books, ai
AND Son, Ltd., Batley. The buildings are 62 Vesey Street, .New York»
well adapted for their business, and far NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY
ahead of many first-class tailors work-
rooms into which | have been. The plaoe A SOCIAL GATHERING
is one which is healthy morally as well as has been arranged by the N. S. S. Executive at
physicallyiand financially.” ANDERTON’S HOTEL, Fleet Street, E-c"
. ON
—Factory Times, August 8, 190S. Thursday, November 18, at 8 p.®»
TO MEET rroyP,

Mr. G. W. FOOTE, President N. S. S., Mb. J. T.
Mr. C. COHEN, Etc. "
Send Postcard for MUSIC. e SPEECHES

Patterns and Self-measurement Form. Tickets may be obtained from a Q.
E. M. Vance, Secretary, 2 Newcastle-st., Farringdon-s"-’

FLOWERS o* FREETHOUGHT

GEO. JESSOP & SON. LTD., By G. W. FOOTE.
Clothing Manufacturers, e oo, ot . o

et-
BATLEY , YORKSHIRE. The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon Street,

Printed and Published by the Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, London, E.G.



