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Freethinker

Liberty is not a condition of rest; it is a condition of
Milance, just as life is not sleep, but wakefulness from

wfllch death only can absolve us.
—John Henry Mackay.

The Utility of Falsehood.

“ What error leads must err.”
— Shakespeare.

and ®TEAD used to have the old Puritan horror
from ifren theatre. He kept religiously away
ton fT'’k® Evil's house” until he was long past the
thafc® i °f hfe and was looking down the slope
®m lea™8 the grave. But a few years ago, for
the (Lreaeon °r other, he made up his mind to pay
Qe heafcre a visit and see what it was really like.
i6D ataer enjoyed the experience, and he seems to
&h0aM ~ pretfcy frequently. It is natural that he
hes. a to see False Gods, and just as natural that
thinn°u” read it upside down. M. Brieux is a Free-
he w °d and ~at fact, °f course, is the key (if a key
knQnan ~ ) to hisplay. Mr. Stead is—well, we hardly
N £ yhat he is; but he is not a Freethinker like
the prieux’ 80 hO deduces a moral of his own from
a renchman’s play,—an English moral, at bottom
to nc°nformi8t Protestant moral, and we are bound
k 1/ g 80rmewhat stodgy moral.
With ' ~ ead’s view is that the world cannot get on
Win °nk”iigion- M. Brieux’s view is that the world
the ~OtQe daY get on very well without it. Hurrying
eagy r°CGe8 °f its dissolution—which is not a very
“eeau>r0Ce88 » way—is 8ure t° lead to reactions,
be 8 80 ~an’s weak and superstitious nature cannot
a fewren8thened and enlightened in a generation, or
8iaRe? erati’°n8, up to the level of a self-sustaining

ad”it £civNi8ati°n.  Evolution is a slow process. We
thecot’ do n°k need to be reminded of it. On
that i rary>we beg to remind those who remind us

hwjja®°w as it is, evolution works now through
to t}je aSency, and that the policy of always looking

isa, pasf and Qevor doing anything for the future
Fo,.  eat deal worse than attempting to do too much,

iseU 6 rePeat» it is not easy to do too much, while it
Snf~maly easy to do nothing at all.
Ath»dsb’ thre y?unK 1101,0 °f-False Gods, is a militant
optical rmé ;is journey abroad he has imbibed
B an n°”~on8»and when he returns to Egypt he
®f keen-* ® 83" 0 mood against the gods. Instead
Etigij f Ing his scepticism to himself—which is the
twl18 th,,®ethod>and>as we gather, Mr. Stead's—he
""hen g° pe°Ple around him what he thinks. Finally,
almost rcutn8tances force him into a decisive aot—
Sod into °f desperation—ho flings the principal
?°tasir/Nile, and the poor ill-used deity makes
‘he icoa i°f Pr°test; whereupon the crowd join in
°f n @ ti0 8Port. and soon reduce all the gods
Seta ig p, to a heap of rubbish. When the reaction
f ~on0 ° ®°da aro restored to honor and worship ;

" that™H,8" 8nPP080 that the reeolleotion of the
Without whole Pantheon had been scrapped,

Of the (jaF.ac”™or a word of resentment on the part
their j 18108>or the slightest harm having accrued

Of &ent; ®8Yo.yer8i must have been an aotive germ
pOopief Cl8la In the minds of the more thoughtful
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Mr. Stead’s sympathies are all with the reaction in
favor of the old gods. They may be entirely imagi-
nary personages, but they are so tremendously useful
in practice; while your Satni, even when he is quite
right theoretically, is such a dreadful nuisance, up-
setting simple people, and opening doors to all sorts
of moral and social mischief.

Let us hear Mr. Stead on the subject of aggressive
Atheists:—

“ For the good, zealous, iconoclastic Satni is always
at work amongst us, exceedingly righteous in his own
eyes, raging with fury, diabolic or divine, against the
lying superstitions whereby the priest enslaves the
people, and everywhere the same result follows. The
practice of flinging the baby into the gutter with
the soapsuds is one which seems to have infinite attrac-
tions for many men and women. The fact that there
never was a lying superstition or preposterous fetish in
the whole wide world which was not created to supply
some human want or social need your Satni always
forgets. When the reformer has something better with
which to replace the gods whom he assails, as was the
case with Buddha, Jesus, Mohammed, Luther, and many
auother of the great founders of the world’s faiths, well
and good; but the pure negation preached by Satni is
further from the essential truth of things than the
worst superstition against which he rails.”

Now in replying to this forcible but not very dis-
criminating outburst, we have first of all to quarrel
with Mr. Stead's language about “ pure negation.”
Nature is an eternal process of creation and des-
truction ; each half of the process is natural, and
one is impossible without the other. Waste and
repair go on constantly in our own organisms, and
when that ceases they cease. We are all under the
universal law and have no means of withdrawing
ourselves from its operation. Mr. Stead is under it
like the rest of us. And just as we wear out so do
our political, social, and religious institutions wear
out. Oar dead bodies get buried or cremated out of the
way, but our institutions cannot be dealt with as
easily and promptly. There comes a time when the
old is the enemy of the new, the dead the enemy of
the living ; and when that time comes the most use-
ful service to the world is sheer iconoclasm. Mr.
Stead calls it “ pure negation,” but it is only so
technically. Neither affirmation nor negation is
good or bad independently of conditions, and the
one readily passes into the other. If you affirm a
lie you negate a truth, and if you affirm a truth you
negate a lie. Moreover negation, in the technical
sense, must in the very nature of things precede
affirmation. Destruction must often precede con-
struction. If a condemned building is pulled down,
the object and intention of those who make and
execute the order is really positive, in spite of its
negative form. In a orowded city you are obliged to
pull down old premises, even when they are still
serviceable, if you want to make room for something
better. Timid, lazy, old-fashioned, finicking people
object to the noise, the dust, and the discomfort;
and the more progressive people are not exactly in
love with these things, but they put up with them
for the sake of the coming improvement.

It appears to us that Mr. Stead has really not
taken the trouble to think this matter out. We
wish he would do so. We expressed the same wish
some time ago, but it seems no nearer realisation
now than it was then. We are sure he has the
brains, if he will only find the leisure, to perceive
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that it is no nse denouncing any man’s ideas on any
other ground than their falsehood. In the long run,
falsehood involves every other evil, and truth every
other blessing.

Continuing our criticism, we may observe that
Buddha should be eliminated from Mr. Stead's list.
He was one of the greatest of all “ negationists.”
He made a clean sweep of all the gods. His philo-
sophy was purely Atheistic. Jesus, Mohammed, and
Luther are leftt And why does Mr. Stead revere
them ? We suspect because they were partial re-
formers ; that is, he respects them for what they
left, instead of for what they destroyed. Yet what
they left was only a shade less pernicious than what
they destroyed.

We must be pardoned, if Mr. Stead can manage it,
for stating our opinion that the last clause of the last
sentence in the passage we have quoted is unmiti-
gated nonsense. Mr. Stead has contracted a habit
of talking in that way. How the negation of a super-
stition can be farther from the truth of things than
the affirmation of a superstition is like the peace of
God in the Church Service—it passes all comprehen-
sion. We fancy that Mr. Stead’s real meaning, only
he failed to express it, is that the falsehoods of super-
stition are more useful than the truths of scepticism.
That is arguable, of course; in fact, it is the sub-
stance of more than half the prevalent dialectic in
favor of religion; and we shall reply to it in the
course of this article. But that is not what Mr.
Stead contrived to say; and we repeat that what he
did say is sheer folly.

We have next to remark that Mr. Stead is utterly
wrong in his idea that superstitions and idols are
created to supply some human want. This is the
reverse of the idea quite ignorantly or foolishly attri-
buted by Christian divines to the Atheist,—that
religion is an invention of priestcraft. Priestcraft
develops religion, systematises it, and makes use) of
it; but religion itself must exist before priestcraft
is possible. Superstitions are not invented at all.
They grow up as naturally as a tree grows up
from a seed in the ground. They are the
blunders of man’'s ignorance. He cannot help
forming ideas, and he forms them wrongly when
he does not know enough. When he is ignorant of
the true nature of a thunderstorm, for instanoe, he
inevitably sees in the lightning the flash of a great
being’s anger, and hears in the thunder the roar of
its wrath. A properly instructed person sees and
hears nothing of the kind. All the priests in the
world could not make him credit the fable. But if
he were ignorant enough to be superstitious on this
point they would have little difficulty in persuading
him that the god of the lightning and thunder was
wild with him for some particular offence—perhaps
for not obeying and supporting the priests with
sufficient docility and liberality.

Superstition, therefore, was not invented to supply
a human need, for the simple reason that it was not
invented at all. Neither were deities invented for
benevolent purposes. Superstitions and gods are
fundamentally the same thing. Gods are super-
natural beings that men make like unto themselves
because of their ignorance of the natural. Super-
stition is (so to speak) the raw material and gods are
the finished products. Both existed before they could
be worshiped—or exploited. What really happens is
this. The mystery-men lay their hands on everything.
Nothing can be done without their permission. The
same truth is more learnedly expressed by saying that
in thoroughly superstitious socioties every institution,
every rule of life, is placed under a religious sanc-
tion. Thus the weekly day of rest which Babylon
devised for economical reasons was dedicated to the
god whose name is preserved in the word Sabbath.
Ultimately the fiction was imposed upon the people
that the god designed the whole thing. And this
fiotion, as well as the day of rest and the name of
the god, was afterwards adopted by the Jews, who
were the great borrowers of the ancient world as
they are the great lenders of the modern world.

(To be concluded.) G. W. Foote.
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Christo-Mania.

In the course of an interview by a representative of
an Australian religious paper, Sir Albert Spicer, the
well-known Nonconformist, remarked that, daring
the last two or three general elections in England,
‘it baa been a distinot advantage for a man to prc'
claim himself a Nonconformist.” | am not in ®
position to 8ay whether Sir Albert Spicer is correct
or not in making this assertion, but there are at least
indications that the statement contains some troth.
Religious rivalry has driven the Nonconformists into
politics, and the attempts to get a form of rel'ﬁjei"kg
teaching in the State schools that' 5 é'gjfé'ta
Dissenters has resulted in the conversion of. ®&.
of chapels into so many training schools for politl0*
—of akind. The last election certainly had a
pious air about it, while the duty of Nonconfor ¢
to support a long list of Nonconformist cand*
was urged both in places of worship and m ~0
columns of religious newspapers. On the who e
evidence seems to indicate—to an outsider tha
Albert Spicer is fairly correct in the above-gn
statement. rdl
It is also to be observed that since the g6* 18
elections the appearance of certain Cabinet Mini
in Nonconformist pulpits has not been an *h* je&5t(BL
spectacle. Among those who have so disported 0
selves has been our present Chancellor p »
Exchequer, Mr. Lloyd George. To do him ju*.g,
he has not, in his political addresses to Eng
audiences, mixed up his professed religious opX
with his politics, and it would be well did he reme g
that this rule is a good one to follow in his il j
country. But the air of Wales seems to
a fatal influence; or it may be he agrees
Sir Albert Spicer that it is “ a distinct advantag ~
a man to proclaim himself a Nonconformist,
any rate, once over the border, Mr. Lloyd G jj
the Nonconformist, becomes at times too promm 3
and the fact that as Chancellor his consti
embrace others beside Nonconformists is f°rS1 .,
Of course, Mr. George might reply that he | ;
his Nonconformity higher than his Chancellor®
and he has, indeed, said that he values the . oD ote
being President of the Welsh Baptist Union
than he does that of being Chancellor o . |
Exchequer. This may be so; but it is dou
he would have been elected to the former P03 fQy
he not filled the latter position. One may /Miflo
assume that the Welsh Baptists place a higher ~
upon the Chancellorship than does the prese
cumbent of that office. gofltk
The other day Mr. George paid a visit to js
Wales, and, addressing a meeting at Treorchy,
reported as saying i— 8d
“ Surveying the battle-field where oppro8” jjOpe
despotism are so grimly entrenched, | can see jf js
for the democracy except in Jesus of Nazaret « 0 Oi
under the influence and the inspiration of th
the Carpenter that democracycontinues i will
century after century until ultimately the naa™a j eStiii?
be struck off, the fetters loosened, and its big

realised.” o\VOr-
Mr. George has the reputation ofnot ¢iffers,
gentle towards those with whose opinions bo Oij-
and this expression of opinion certainly et
necessarily offensive. He belongs to a Ca
which there are at least two Agnostics--'P  "jps

more ; he is a member of a Chamber whic” Ouor
numerous Freethinkers and Jews; as ™ aa™o3ei
the Exchequer he stands for a nation c9rar-,nmibef
all sorts of religious people, and of a growing »
with no religious opinions at all. And to al
he says there is no hope against oppression
potism save in Jesus of Nazareth. Such  “glsb
may be quite suitable to a mission-hall °r ertai®/
chapel, but a Minister of the Crown rl0g BQP
be engaged in better work than perpetua
sectarian superstitions.

For the statement is so obviously untrue-
democratic development is but arecent thinglv

Njes
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hlstor¥ and when one looks back at theJ? AnMother
* that development by Freethinkers Jews, and other
non-Christians, there is something almost h”~orou

inbemg told that democracy has marc > christ>
jfter century,” under the banner we ,,0
g?‘ﬁ%r'ﬁa@ﬁ P REG S ) EB?yStaﬁ?JP anke BistEEN

Juries after the appearance of Chrlstlann%1 o

the organised representatives ot that

what they could to keep the forces of OPJ”" ! Al
a>ddespotism” secure in their high P ace . jf
°ounsol that it was the Christian’s duty to subn”,
and that they who rebelled agains real
*«ght to be killed like mad dogs expressed the ie
sPhit of historic Christianity. church and
~sted interest and chapel, have always b

'lends; and the timid whispers of rev@lit£in
C?rmore concessions to Ol[!]tSIde res ,orfdom, the

*ire for separation. The declino
*vie of the _{ree towns, of a free trading class,

% n SDOnthted working class, the extension
oyOr franchise with the spread of political power
a win*l-?2ver widening area, have really no more to
Qoo ' 1818 of Nazareth than with the man in the
Com © 9ne may trace substantially the same phe-
Japan a  Mohammedan Turkey and in “ heathen ”
their * ,0ar statesmen are provokingly parochial in
churchunreen! horizon seems bounded by their
®r*tish vf °~aPef or party. British religion or

eervth' e~ 8 a™ most» are the standards by which
aud *s measured. That their eX|sts social

erwwf%mrt“fcamﬁgtﬁ%wwglﬁﬂ Ej*j> A
8 a conception which, if it _exists with them
a* fMly hidden from the public view.

Uf course, Mr. Lloyd George is not alone in thus
#iaging Jdeaus e the BHMHBﬁl arena; and it Ray
ciatG +,?QP ~at, as a successful politician, he appre-
the ero ™ mfluence of cant terms on the emotions of
social ' f fkis balk of Jesus as the inspirer of
@G p orm is sheer cant, and not always honest
their 8f f0ao.hers use the name because it is part of
Either ?Ca*n'trade, and because their profession
the na a™mands nor encourages clear thinking. And
iisO t&®~le—unthinking as ever in the mass—easily
fatuiii  Wor™8 and phrases with which they are
Jfen, sL jH1?8 we find all sorts and conditions of
tive, jJ™malisfc and Catholic, Radical and Conserva-

.- 9*°y” George and his good friends “ the
Widely j~8InS the name of Jesus as a sanction for
BachV'~ent and ever contradictory teachings,
~hat v11I0 ~aJs into the teachings of Jesus exactly
N ehded wtshes to find; each refers to what Jesus
aa3 ™ ' as though one could discover what he said
A@ct8 an”™ w*ith absolute certainty. Each one oon-
CatragifdllAvieal Jesus that is, when brought into

the New Testament character, as false

?*raclQM XBience °f the miraculously conceived,
Areal S5 °. ng, resurrected Christ is impossible.
eaBMICe democracy would be performed
Iately Hn§ fhe people to think clearly and accu-
Cligoion 1 t °ar el8cted and self-elected guides un-
C@anfl emphasise the evil of democratic rule by
~°rQ 8y Pandering to its prejudice and making
il ~#PaRiABGd its already confused intelligence.
lack  f On and reaction in nature always operates,
c*lls fQ Qf °lear thinking among the people neither
Wopia.Bi nor encourages, clear thinking among the

Boa 8 Madera.
’\ht{] %s k'ﬂgbyeeanggﬁlsr(])gogbgﬂr 0|rn>M 5cir|Tc!;O¥v‘\J/er$ﬁ8[H?

« a8a1 deMs in mouth Of a first-century Jewish
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was surpassed by many non-Christian teachers, it is
replied that his greatness was shown by the manner
in which he entered into the ordinary life of the
people and kept himself free from philogppfpicgl

speculations., If it is sajd tha teaching con-
(ERRaL TR dynetien of rlqt@%nt'}%‘%ﬁ V%ﬁkf

upon the abuse of wealth—although there is no hint
to that effect in the parable. If we say that his
teachings concerning the relations of the State and
the individual, or the payment of labor, are vague
and unsatisfactory, and may be accepted by all
parties without affecting the conduct of any, the
reply is that he was content to lay down broad
spiritual principles and leave these to work their
influence in reforming things. If we say that Jesus,
as God, should have known bettor than to encourage
the fetishistio theory of disease, the answer is that
he was man also, and subject to human limitations.
Bat if we say that his cursing the fig-tree for not
bearing fruit out of season shows folly or spleen, the
theory of his divinity is fallen back on, and we are
told that, as God, he had a right to do as he pleased
with his own. If it is pointed out that his teachings
concerning non-resistance are so impracticable that
people simply cannot reduce them to praotice, we
are informed that we have misunderstood these
teachings, which are simply a warning against
revenge. And if we ask for proof of this we are
told that any other interpretation makes the teach-

in absurd W|th ople who are resolved i
8 p? l|r anevefndlrcates it %mat ers

together an impossible concatenation of qualities.
A wall of prejudice is interposed between them and
proof, and the artillery has yet to be cast that can
effectually overcome it.

Of all forms of delusion, Christo mania seems the
hardest to remove. In many cases the disease is
genuine enough; in other instances it is merely
simulated. The name of Jesus is offered to a
religiously debauched public as a means of enlisting
their prejudices or arousing their feelings. Men,
whom one can hardly help thinking must know
better, profess the absurd belief that if we are to
have orderly social progress, our social beliefs and
activities must rest upon faith in a semi-mythical
or wholly mythical personage, concerning the mean-
ing of whose teachings there never has been, and is
not now, anything like a common agreement. One
who has really and intelligently at heart the welfare
of the people should strive to lift social effort out of
the morass of metaphysics and theology and ground
it on the solid facts of human nature. And there
are plenty if we only care to see them. Human
nature is not so poor nor so helpless a thing as our
religions teachers would have us believe. Feeling
and intelligence may be powerful for either good or
ill as they are well or ill directed. That they have
often worked ill is true enough ; but, on the whole,
they have been productive of far more good. And
one way of increasing the credit side of the account
is to clear our minds of the cant developed by re-
ligious training, and which our Christo-maniacs are
doing their best to perpetuate. ¢ ConEN

The Degradation of Man.

To the question, What is man ? there are various
and conflicting answers. It is interesting to know
t Bacon defined man as “ the servant and inter-

th' of f e *ugo ui ucouo uii Yy vw ~..-ter of Nature, as “ a plant inverted, and also as
oft r invf- *s demonstrated by the success of “ a spirit newly inclosed in a body of earth.” The
th to°Sh ation and the nature of the proofRev. J. D. Jones, Chairman of the Congregational
o MJeeu N e unb8lieving. If it is pointed outUnion, in an article in the Christian World for
3* ag 8aid nothing against specific social evils, October 21, charges Plato, Dean Swift, Benjamin
is j ‘Quce 8 Very and even encouraged passive Franklin, and Adam Smith with allowing “ a touch
is <bg to B-° the State, thereply is that credit of the mean and the base and the contemptible” to

These defini-

tali6® of r m for attending to the larger and deeper enter into their definitions of man.
out that, intions, as furnished by Mr.

kihg a, hfo, if jf ffjeD)pomte
Oroad and comprehensive view of life, Jesus

Jones, are mere carioa-

tures, which were never intended to be taken
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seriously. Plato says that “ man is a two-legged
animal without feathers but every scholar is fully
aware that Plato’s definition of man was radically
different from that. So, likewise, when Dean Swift
calls man “ a forked, straddling animal with bandy
legs,” nothing is clearer than that the clergyman
was indulging his love of satire. Benjamin Frank-
lin’s phrase, “ Man is a tool-making animal,” and
Adam Smith’s “ Man is an animal that makes bar-
gains,” are only to be taken playfully, or as expres-
sive of partial truths. But Mr. Jones, being a very
serious-minded gentleman, and consequently incap-
able of looking at them in the light in which they
were uttered, solemnly says: “ There is a touch of
the mean and the base and the contemptible about
all these definitions. ‘Animal, animal, animal,’ so
they all run.” What a pity the reverend gentleman
lacks the grace of humor, the least modicum of which
would have prevented him from committing such a
laughable blunder.

Of course, Mr. Jones’s misunderstanding and depre-
ciation of the playful and partial definitions of man
referred to above lessens our surprise at his misinter-
pretation of a passage in the BibJe. In the Book of
Revelation, chapter xxi. verses 9-27, there occurs a
wonderful description of the heavenly Jerusalem,
“ coming down out of heaven from God,” and being
duly measured by an angel. Now, this angel
measured the city with a golden reed; “and he
measured the wall thereof, a hundred and forty and
four cubits, according to the measure of a man—that is,
of an angel.” Obviously, the italicised words simply
mean that, in “ this matter of measure, men and
angels use the same.” That is to say, the height of
a city’s wall is ascertained in the same way by an
angel as by a man. Listen, now, to Mr. Jones’s
interpretation :—

“ There is a sentence in the Apocalypse in which the
writer makes a startling and staggering identification.
It is this: 1After the measure of a man—that is, of an
angel.” Apparently John identifies man and angel. He
uses the words as synonymous and convertible terms.
There is but one book in the world that would have
dared to make this identification. The Bible is a bold,
not to say a very bold book, but it is boldest of all in its
estimate of man. The superb boldness of that estimate
is seen in this identification, ‘ man—that is, angel.””

Poor old book, how horribly hast thou suffered at
the hands of thy eulogisersl The book says that to
both man and angel the height of a wall means the
same thing, from which statement Mr. Jones derives
the great doctrine of the identity of man and aDgel.
From the mean and base and contemptible words of
Plato, Swift, Franklin, and Adam Smith the reverend
gentleman turns to the old Book, and here, he says,
“ 1 see man from a totally contrasted point of view.
The Bible shows him to us exalted, dignified, trans-
figured into glory. ‘Man, it says, and then adds by
way of definition, ‘ that is, angel.”” After this, Mr.
Jones should be acclaimed the freshest, most original,
startling, and staggering interpreter of Soripture the
world has ever seen.

We will now drop the angel as an unknown and
unknowable quantity. At best, he is only an ima-
ginary being, and wherein lies the honor to man of
being identified with such a personage we cannot
perceive. There was a time when children used to
sing, “ I want to be an angel, and with the angels
Btand  but, according to Mr. Jones, all children are
angels already, and the sentiment of the hymn is
worse than silly. Ignoring the angel, however, let
us pass on to weightier matters. Mr. Jones says i—

“ What a vast and measureless difference there is
between the Bible view of man and the viow that seems
to prevail in modern literature 1 Man, according to the
picture of him which the modern novelist, who proudly
calls himself a realist, gives us, is always either brute,
or beast, or reptile, or devil. Whatsoever things aro
mean and base and cowardly and foul aro identified in
the mind of the realist with the word man.”

Does the Chairman of the Congregational Union
maintain that the picture of man as drawn by the
realistic novelist is not true to life ? Aro the men
and women who livo and movo and havo their being

on the pages of the novel pure creations 0|f
imagination ? Is it not true that in real lif0
and women are continually “ influenced by sor
motives, living their lives under the impulse of aFP
tite or greed or lust” ? Mr. Jones seems to be ex r»
ordinarily familiar with modern fiction; but he
guilty of misrepresenting the novelist when he &
that “ in the general welter of wickedness he d00 a™"Q
he can see no trace of good.” Surely, there i0
work of fiction in which all the characters are
in which every man is acad or a coward and ev
woman base or soiled. But taking the very w0
picture of life ever painted by a Zola or a " ° sdyy
surely it cannot be pronounced darker than the 0
painted by Paul in Romans i. 18 32, by an anonym *
writer in Genesis vi. 1-8; xix. 80-38; or by
prophet Isaiah, i. 2-9. It is a debatable point wb0™
the realistic novel is a wholesome production or
whether the publication of a Nana or a Resurre
is ethically justifiable or not; but neither it
Resurrection can be objected to on the groundt ~
is not true. Alas, such pictures of life are YO jrdle
Mr. Jones should bear in mind that they Bl ,
after two thousand years of the religion in 1 ..uot
glories and by which he lives. To exclaim, wi |
authority, “ Man, that is, angel,” is of no
whatever. aod
We bhall now take the Bible view of inaUeyts.
compare it with that which modern science Pre3
The truth is that in the article under revieaj all,

Jones does not give the Bible view of man 9
The Bible does not “ persist in defining man i° _ j
of the angel.” In the Old Testament man ~O!
in a state of constant rebellion against g

Jehovah is perpetually represented as bemg”™"
satisfied and angry with his chosen people®
ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his masters *
he is made to say; “ but Israel doth not an°® ' jp
people doth not consider.” Then follows a
bill of indictment against the whole nation, g~jj
New Testament, all mankind are the slaves o
and enemies of God. They are not ang(laio™
miserable sinners already damned. Job GO
that Jehovah had torn him in his wrath, pe®
him, and gnashed upon him with his teeth, a 0:3]

assures us that unbelievers in Christ sha jijii
life, but the wrath of God abideth on them. pafil
point all New Testament writers are ‘m s

describes the whole human race as being Ja&Jj &8
children of wrath” and heirs of perdition, coOe'
having fallen into this nature and heirship aine
guence of Adam’s sin. By nature, then, e the
the Fall, every man is in a lost condition, ~ Je8S
only prospect of salvation is through  the red®?”
Christ, who died on purpose to purchase iot.
tion of Satan’s slaves and their cO™\t, yjeff O
willing slaves of God. Such is the B* VioVv
man ; and it is a moan, base, and contemp as »
Nothing degrades man more than to trea ,g gleto
fallen, vile, and lost creature. Mr. J°°f a ffiif
ingly fully aware of this, and by Put aggOge L
interpretation upon a wholly irrelevan  cons'alof
Revelation endeavors to construct wba gpea™3
A fiare reatdmadlle view, and then braz  J ©©
it as the Bible view. ’
Over against the Bible view of man, 'T~old t
him, let the scientific view be set up j j.nOwn €$
which view exalts him. It is W8“ "giB1® " .
history has completely discrec(ljte{i. N the id
. : octrine faith
of man. History belies the throu
as well as that of salvation glhffaevor
the merits of another. History rnescf 1o
an ideally perfect man, either at itO£ 8wt |y
or in its middle stage. Are we not, 1j~viog8 gji-
the view of man which pictures him as
worked his way upwards from low an g0NoO™ Qi
tions, and as being still far short of P? eievati®Dgg
is not this the only viow that is morlljjaVe f&qu'
inspiriting ? To be told that you a U
that tho wrath of Deity abides upo ~ te0 ers
put your entire trust in tho Lor .¢ 0 iKLtjitf
depress and dishoarten you ; ana yOur o0 »
you in your own esteem, and woun
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~ is the knowledge that we have been rising for
countless ages that kindles within us a flame of
csire and determination to continue and accelerate
“Orising process. Mr. Jones says to us: “ Of vour-
Sves you can do nothing; you must b3 super-
nRurally born again before you can take a siDgle
i ePupwards; you must be made the temples of the
?0ly Ghost ere you can get rid of any of the un-
mmn and injurious elements in your constitu-
Ion.” The moggage of science is in a radically
fiferent key, and may be summed up thus: “ What
yOu stand in supreme need of is knowledge plus love,
powledge of self and of the conditions of a harmo-
“*ols and happy social life, and a disposition to labor
mth all your might to secure such conditions. _ Youi
Irat duty is to acquire faith in yourselves and in one
“other, and then to combine in a grand and con-
»uuous effort to lift society out of the evils which at
Present afflict it.” Is not this a wholesomer and
? )G exalting message than any that has ever issued
JOIn an orthodox Christian pulpit ? Furthermore
10 Christian message has ignominiously failed to
uefit the masses of the people; and it is a most
“Sufflcant fact that the cause of morality and social
Progress has prospered almost in proportion as the
auso of supernatural religion has declined, and tba
most backward countries to-day are those m
hi°h the Christian Church is strongest

J. T. Lioyd.

i '
"% kight on Mynydduwchywrisgenlwyd

for U5 hardly imagine it whatever. Jt was a great terror

~ occurr°d at the time when Evan

Chert's | you-
iwetjib « set the land of Wales ablaze with revivali
the mo “n. our country was intoxicated with religion, and

into a S trilling thing out of the usual was quickly magnified
able and30™ amaz'nS marvel. We Welsh folk aro an excit-
>6te superstitious people at any time but then, when wo
iUgly :  Irioua with religious fervor, we had become astonnd-
kien an Pcossi®uable and credulous. It seemed as if Welsh
bogev women had nothing else to do but rake up every
that, f which they had ever heard or thought. 1 tell you
'@PeedOra ~w months, wo had a very “jumpy” time
cap im " our nerves being strained to the uttermost, you
wera«'“e ?ur excitement when, one Sunday evening as
“G0j ®eoming out of chapel, Martha Jones screamed out,
~chvJ!r?Servo U31 Do you not seo a light on Mynydd
- mynvrtd® — j &« Startled by her words, we all gazed
me°ve th duwchywrisgenlwyd, and, sure enough, showing
hill, ther® i rees on the slopes of that wild and mysterious
NkalTn WjS.a tight which shone like a very bright star.
Out jo°u'ff it be? What could it mean ?
exPressed those questions as we stared at the

f ra“go
1 c®soiff ~ continued to shine steadily, and its persis-
#aall N0t uc.ted us, that we all broke into exclamation. |

foeninK a6”Slly forget that scene. It was a warm summer

Hich dro1 Sunday gniet was intensified by the hush
OU t'he countryside at sunset. Hardly a breath

, cQred Hmoving, and ovorhead thero was a haze which
ti “ight 10 a*ar8, In the intervening valley the shadow
‘arcUp ¥VaS deeP save where the lamplight showed dimly
?°hage3 he windows of the few scattered farmhouses and
Jlay, With | ? air was sweet with the scent of newly mown
A6 flower was intermingled tho luscious perfume of
, fterind 8arde“s near the chapel. A couple of bats were
°f 'hsects aUli PeePing in our vicinity, and tho drowsy hum
«till j. lightly to tho ear.

Cated u 0 hght shone, and its uuwavering brightness so

frOL *. ' w'th one accord, wo all turned dreadingly
3 aggie Jt- Martha Jones began to cry hysterically,
A #%joinPiW, 1 Allowed her example, and tho other women
btclatinr. ?,h Gn. Then William Williams started to testify,

a A appear ~ .tll!s light and tbo otller tnany siRns whicll
if ~asan> 'n_tho land o alos wer 1 evidencq tljat
bO cQttitﬁ 8ry with the peopTe ecause m@ t%leir wqckegneés.

> jces f,cer sing tho Old Hundredth, and we added

}\| - at this
JJlS‘t«nea.qefrt(y w°

moment that our pastor camo hurrying to
Pointed out the light to him and anxiously
> laimJOt his «Pinion of it. After a careful scrutiny, he
payingfd =“ It is surely a sign. Lot us pray.” After
Nanpe? i r “early fiftoou minutes in a most heart-searching
gaatiu,, ' hfi bado us depart to our homos; and this we did,
Btatbim,ar y sidol°“ g and apprehensive glances at tho soul-
- “gbt as wo went.

THE FREETHINKER

693

Now, | must confess that | was, and am still, very fond of
Maggie Howell. Her road home was out of my way but I
had never been loth to go with her as far as the door of her
house; and on this particular Sunday night | was very
anxious for her safety. For some minutes we walked on
slowly, glancing occasionally at Mynydduwchywrisgenlwyd
and whispering about future affairs in which we wore both
deeply interested. Presently we reached Maggie's cottage,
and, for a while, we stood silently in the porch. It was then
that the natural curiosity of woman rose up in Maggie's
mind.

“1 wonder what that light really is?” she asked.
“ Davy, wouldst thee dare go to the hill, to-night, to where
the light is shining ?”

My tongue went dry at the thought of such an adventure,
but | answered as boldly as I could, “ 1 would dare anything
for thy sake, Maggie.”

“ Then | will await thy return, Davy, and supper shall bo
ready for thee when thou comest back.”

Having said this, she hugged me tightly round the neck
and kissed me fervently, then ran indoors where, as | after-
wards learnt, she sobbingly told her mother that she had
sent me to my death.

You may easily understand my predicament. Before me
lay the dark, intervening valley with all its difficulties in the
shape of hedges and treacherous ground, dikes, and the
swiftly flowing stream through which | knew | must wade
to get to Mynydduwchywrisgenlwyd. But Maggie was
worth all the trouble | was likely to meet with, and | knew
that if 1 did this thing, Matthew Jones, my rival, would be
as rubbish in her estimation. Therefore, quite recklessly, I
scrambled down the hillside, and stumbling at the outset,
fell sprawling into a bed of nettles, which stung my hands
and face so severely that, in my pain, | used language
which, I am very well sure, would horrify all my friends
and acquaintances, with the exception of my cousin, John
Jenkins, who has served in the Army.

You may be sure | proceeded very cautiously after that
experience. | tell you | sincerely wished for a lantern
before 1 had gone many yards. | got my hands and face
scratched while forcing my way through the first hedge |
encountered, and then | cut my left hand while climbing a
dike. But | gained the swiftly running stream without
further mishap, and then | knew | was three parts of my
way to Mynydduwchywrisgenlwyd. | paused here for
several minutes feeling most uncomfortable in mind and
body, for I was in a very lonely spot and my face and hands,
stung and scratched, were tingling and smarting almost
unbearably. It was intensely dark and the sound of the
rushing water gave me a terrifying sensation of insecurity.
I looked towards the hill. The light was still there, steady
and bright and star-like, and quite near the summit. |
calculated that it would take mo nearly half an hour to
reach it. What would happen when | got there ? What if
it were a device of the fiend to lure me to a dreadful doom 1
My hair bristled at the thought. | had almost decided to
turn back when the reflection that I might be laughed at
nerved me to desperation. Uttering a defiant shout, | ran
wildly into the rushing stream, gaining the opposite bank
after a great struggle in which | was nearly swept off my
footing and wetted up to my thighs. For a while | stood
breathing hard, then, squelching water from my boots at
every step | took, | went forward up gently sloping ground
which was thickly strewn with large boulders. 1 knocked
my toes and shins against some of these boulders, but |
carefully refrained from using such language as my cousin,
John Jenkins, would have used in similar circumstances.
Instead, | said “ God be praised,” every time | stumbled
against a stone. Presently | reached steep ground and tall
trees, and when | commenced groping my way through
these latter, | could no longer see the light. Once | slipped,
and but for the closely growing tree trunks, would have
rolled wildly down the hillside. | was now perspiring
freely, but still 1 struggled on. Soon | perceived a shim-
mering through the foliage ahead of me. | was near the
mysterious light and | trembled with fear aud excitement.
Suddenly | was almost petrified at hearing a voice cry out,

“ Damnation 1” This was followed by a laugh, then
silence.
“ Confound it!” said the voice speaking again, “ | could

have sworn | had that moth.”

I took a deep breath. The voice was undoubtedly that of
an English gentleman. Arousing all my courage, | advanced
boldly and found myself staring at two men who wero
standing at tho foot of a long, stoutly made, rod-like
contrivance surmounted with a very bright, globular,
acetylene lamp, round which | saw quite a number of
moths and other small flyiug creatures. Now and then
one of these men would cast at the fluttering moths with

a gauze net.
| stepped into tho light of their lamp and bade them

“ good evening.”
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“ Who the devil are you?” they exclaimed. And certainly
mwith my stung, swollen, and scratched face, my clinging wet
trousers and muddy boots, | must have appeared a very
uncouth sort of person. 1 told them who I was; in fact, |
made a clean confession to them. They laughed heartily.
One of them gave me a drink of whisky, for which | was
very thankful. When | had gulped this down they told mo
that they were naturalists. While staying at Darjeeling, a
sanitorium in the Himalayas, they had caught some splendid
specimens of rare moths which had been attracted by the
municipal electric lamps of that place. And they were now
adopting a similar means whereby they hoped to catch a
scarce British moth which they very much desired to have
in their collections.

They lent me a lantern for my return journey, and this |
restored to them on the morrow. But the effect of my
discovering what the strange light really was was astound-
ing. Our pastor was called to a distant and very much
larger congregation, William Williams took to drinking,
Martha Jones married my old soldier cousin, John Jenkins,
and has become almost as unrestrained in speech as he is.
The other members of our chapel regarded me as if | were
an infidel. But | didn't mind a bit. Maggie was, and still
is, proud of my having dared to go to Mynydduwchywris-
genlwyd after nightfall. And she told me that if | were to
turn Atheist—which she hopes | never will—then, even
then, she would not give me up for Matthew Jones.

James H. Waters.

The Converted Atheist.

| heard of him first when a slip of a lad,
At the Bethel my parents attended;
His record was really uncommonly bad,
Against ev'ry law he'd offended.
He drank like a fish, like a Kipling he swore,
And of course you'll have guessed ere | say any more,
This creature depraved
Had never been “ saved ”"—
An Atheist he, hence the way he behaved.

One dark winter's night (thus the Reverend Blogg)
The Atheist went forth to burgle.

But, losing his way in a deuce of a fog,
Dropped in the canal with a gurgle.

For fully five minutes he floundered about,

Till, grasping some rushes, he pulled himself out;

And, such was his scare,

He cried, “ | declare

I'll ' chuck * unbelief I’—which ho did then and there.

He sold all his burglar’s tools to a mate,
Ho knocked off bad language and whisky.
“ The Spirit that's Holy,” he’'d smilingly state,
“ Suffices to make a man frisky.”
He now is a parson, and does very well,
That man who was once on tho highway to hell.
Cried Blogg, “ Let us pray
That all Infidels may
Find Jesus, liko this did, for oh ! it doth pay.”

I've hoard of this man for tho past twenty years
(Though sometimes the story will vary).
Sometimes he’s a speaker who openly sneers
At the yarns of the meek son of Mary.
Then one of the audience rises and cries,
“ O Lord, save this man who is uttering lies I’
The Infidel weeps,
Tho conscience that sleeps
Awakens, and back to tho old faith ho creeps.

Somotimos ho's a bigamist, sometimes he’s worso ;
Sometimes he's au ov'ryday “ chappie "—

A tinker, a tailor, a maker of verse,
But always ho’s glum and unhappy.

Despondent and gloomy, ho walks in tho dark

Till some Reverend Blogg blows the heavenly spark,

Saying, “ Lot there bo light I’

Then, happy and bright,

A newly-fledged Christian struts forth in his might.

1'vo begged for his name and implored his address,
But nobody knows whore ho’s hiding,
That well-known ex-Atheist who will confess
That now in tho “ Faith ” he's abiding.
Sorno advertised specimens, true, | have found,
Converted for cash aud for slander renowned;
But the species I've missed
Is not on tho list—
In fact (let mo whisper), it doesn't exist.
John Young.

Acid Drops.

Sir Robert Anderson, a sort of ex-policeman, holds a bin
of Scotland-Yard theory of tho universe. His God, ofc0’rs”
is like himself, only bigger. And opposed to this God, ~
London thieves are opposed to the police, is tho Devil,
this personage Sir Robert Anderson appears to have intiru
knowledge. Addressing tho Evangelical Alliance Confers
at Caxton Hall, ho declared that “ the spirits at spiritual™ f
seances were not spirits of the dead; they were evil demo <
Demons were all about us. They were leading the enr 1
tian Science movement. Nay, worse. “ Satan and demo >
Sir Robert said, “ will preach Jesus and reform drunka* ~
and debauchees.” Well, after this, one may conclude
General Booth is a demon. We should like Sir R°"er
candid opinion on that question.

Just as Sir Robert Anderson knows all about Satan <
so ho knows all about miracles. He states that T
miracles ceased in Jerusalem after the stoning of htep
In that case, the “ Acts of tho Apostles” is a book o
So wo fancy there must bo some mistake. Another 8
ment is that God's miracles coased in Rome after tho 6 ~
ciation of Ichabod. But when tho Ichabod was that/
are as far off tho dato as over. In the name of Ichabo
ask Sir Robert Anderson to explain his chronology.

Finally, Sir Robert Anderson soared on tho ”"IBvrs.
prophecy. “ The Now Theology, Spiritualism, anu
tian Science,” he declared, “ were divisions in the £~
army which by Satan was being marshalled and tram g9
tho terrible struggle in a later day.” What times we
have whon that later day arrivos! Safan aod the gge
Theology, Spiritualism, and Christian Science on t (
side, and God and tho Evangelical Alliance on tho ~
side ; aud Sir Robert Anderson, if ho lives long enoug >
ing as referee. It will bo worth seeing.

Mr. E. H. Pickersgill, M.P., says that the peoplel‘g
East End of London “ are not satisfied with thoir lo
he “ thanks God for it.” Ho would have more to tha e
for if that personage had given thorn a better lot U ~»
one they are so dissatisfiod with. But what has il
with it, after all? And is tliore a God? Mr. 110
might explain.

Orthodox papers aro making a great fuss over the faChpjs
John Ruskin made over 5,000 references to the Bi  e%e$
various writings. Wo don't know what it Prov e ;00e
that ho had read the Bible a great deal, which w0, Ioffle3S
ourselves. Do the Christians suppose that a deep h jjo™
of the Bible is necessary to make a great writer ¢jnfl of

about tho great writors of antiquity, who novor sa piov
tho OId Testamont, and lived before a lino o was
Testament was written? Plato, for instance cau

probably a much groater writer than Ruskin. 3
always trust Christians to talk folly about their fal

Madamo Hedwig Wangel, tho Gorman actress wh%%&)‘cu

stage for tho Salvation Army, according to the nt yO bedD
is being sought by her father. Sho appears to Nieb 1
rather too fond of tho ULArmy,” having e'°P
lieutenant named Carl Haos.

Father Bernard Vaughan has fallon back on a %%en b
tion of Mr. Stead’s. He is asking what woul
Christ came.” Ho thinks that Christ would chfl
concerned with our falling birth-rato. But dll'\cx
do to koop up tho birth-rato in Palestine c jjas be !
Father Vaughan do to keop it up in England ~  Ditu t)
taken a vow to do nothing of tho kind ?
honor of presuming ho koops it.

- tioD Of t®

Proston Town Council is agitated ovor the ‘j~ gr;te cli?
noxt Mayor. Aldorman Myerscough is the * ,otQary 8
dato, but ho stipulates that ho shall pay tlio ¢ jjately/° ,ji(l

visit to a Catholic church on tho Sunday S to

mg his eloction. Protostants, of course, objt by 13 i to
it is a case of pull dovil pull baker. Out iill°*'vgg jt
noither sido. Mayors of towns ought not ° DtoStant9 jj,
go in state to any church. But whilo tho i .ror
why shouldn’t tho Catholics do it too? As

wo pauso for a reply. It

EIE,
Tho Westminster Casette lias been inal  ttOn't .cber
ovor Mr. Goorgo Edwardos’ notification tha un
play of his advgrtisod iu one oolumu aud run
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man if'» ”aco of  one see3 fbat Mr. Bdwardes is a
to hn® bnsiness. The editor of the Westminster pretends
fulne SOmethiDg e”se>but that is only one of his public play-
is aSSe8 Everybody knows that “ the glorious free press”

Pape mer® business enterprise. The proprietors of news-
~bo exception of a few which are obviously
endg

for principles and for nothing else, keep their own

bired't Vlew' and fbe editors and contributors are as much

ansi ° serve those ends as are the butlers, valets, cooks,
a housemaids in “ great men’s houses.

cents ~ Iver Lodge, in his recent speech at the Boulton
pleas servdce *u Soho Hill Chapel, Birmingham, probably
the w“ 1 18 bearors by telling them that they all shared in
fault °rif creatf°n- God’s creation was not perfect; much
hee 1 aS found with it; but its defects gave work to
better U?an k°ings, who were thus able to leave the world
work f an tb°y found it,—and this was sharing in the
fhat Q ,orea’aon- Which seems to mean, if we may say so,
BjjgL. od madf a bad world in order that his own creatures
than b a 800d one. Sir Oliver Lodge went further
" whe "b bbey were put into a world,” he said,
Woyijj1? ev”~rything was quite perfect and smooth-running it
all ve bfcorne ftffor a time exceedingly dull, and they would
Why j8ofate and go to sleep.” Of course they would. But
Wilf i , °ir Oliver Lodge must surely see the answer if he
evolv i 6 ~?e trouble to look. The human race has been
nsed ed am>dst conditions of constant struggle. We are so
Not I° sbruSgle that we could hardly live without it.
goal f us’ ba* most of us, must have a hill to climb, a
ralo i° r@acb, a battle to fight, a victory to win. But if the
been la<* evofved amidst other conditions we should have
°livoredityally adaPt°d to them. It appears to us that Sir
other bodge simply puts the cart before the horse—in
of Sc. Words, mistakes a cause for an effect. He is a man
cther™Ce'i°” course>but he is liable to the same mistakes as
Peoplo outside his own department.

kfIg?v-J-fO O£ Christ has been heard by at least one man

We ar® to credit his personal statement. We have
m\hich a c.°Py of the Cape Times, dated September 11,
fold @ contains an account of the return to the orthodox
Church ]| Nov. Hugh Ross, of St. Andrew's Presbyterian
hig mml ’ '‘Johannesburg. The reverend gentleman resigned
the Bgi because the old doctrines with regard to God and
his or * & Were slipping from his grasp. He has recovered

of them, however, and also his grasp of the pulpit
only *iPend- TI® had come to the conclusion that Jesus was
hinf > n°hlest of men, but one evening his scepticism left
'with ‘e 8uddenly- 111 was sitting in my room,” he says,
Spirit"* . 110 -°De there beside me. | was brooding about
Hicff I .~bings, and suddenly a Voice spoke in my soul,
as. distinctly, as intelligibly, as unmistakably

as you a
r°’Ge 8an®. beaianS me speak to you at this moment. The
aUluan;tn '~ou caun°t make anything of Christ along

*ays the 1 U Ih?es\” Instantly, the reverend gentleman
Hot onl IHmanitariau conception of Jesus seemed to him
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lSub Kosa” Hughes had to face many calumnies in
fighting the Liberal battle at Bermondsey, but the worst of
all was the suggestion that he was an Atheist. It was
enough to make poor “ Sub Bosa” weep tears of blood.
And of course he had the deep sympathy of the dear Daily
News. Mr. G. K. Chesterton, however, had something very
different to say about the matter. After pointing out that
“ Ferrer’s friends do not cal! themselves Anti-Clericals ; they
call themselves Atheists,” Mr. Chesterton went on to give
“ a perfect instance of the English blend of bigotry and
hypocrisy.” “ It is stated,” ha said, Il that my friend, Mr.
S. L. Hughes, our champion at Bermondsey, has had to con-
tradict many ' attacks on his character’; one of them is
that he is la Freethinker.” This is obviously bigotry ; but
it is also humbug. For the suggestion is that a Freethinker
is some kind of monster that one never meets ; whereas the
fact is that rather more than one half of the educated
Englishmen one meets are Freethinkers.” We have had
our little differences with Mr. Chesterton, but we shake
hands with him most cordially (if he will let us) over that
bold and honorable admission.

“ The Socialist candidate,” the Morning Leader said of
Bermondsey, “is one of the best-known figures at almost
any religious meeting, and makes religion the basis of his
whole political creed.” His religion, however, did not pre-
vent his being a strong supporter of vivisection. On the
whole, the less said about his religion the better. And what
on earth has it got to do with a political contest ?

It is reported that, at a Dublin skating-rink during the
carnival, a skater got himself up “ to represent the Savior,”
with scarlet tunic, white gown, long hair, chestnut beard,
and the letters “ 1. H. S.” on the back of his costume.
Dublin appears to be scandalised. “ The Savior ” does not
seem to have noticed the incident.

Our Animal Friends, New York, is a paper with a good
object. We are sorry to see a paragraph in an article by
Elinor S. Moody in the issue dated August 28. “ When |
see a person maltreating an animal or a child,” the lady
says, “it makes me hope that the brimstone business,
described in the Bible, is literally true.” Just as if one
inhumanity could be corrected by another inhumanity!
Christians often spoil the best of causes by the fullios and
barbarities of their old-fashioned faith.

Catholics are proving true to their faith and Church.
Having murdered Francisco Ferrer, they are now befouling
his character. Amongst the forgeries used against him is
one pretending to be the teaching in his schools. It is a

I veryrclumsy forgery, for any intelligent person can easily see

It abounds in the crudest language of cruelty
and massacre. Just as if any man outside a lunatic asylum
eyer tauoht such stuff to children. Fortunately, the text-
books iBBUed by Ferrer are extant; a collection of them has
been pjaced jn the British Museum ; and their scientific and

jii. ~ he sch.

*olioks h f/ui*PURSiilb< ouit Fildiilous.” No deulbt MIr. Ress JothiCal character gives the lie to the defamatory fables cir-

béar<jj, 6 beard the voice of Christ, but he appears to have
dl1

ati a fortunate moment. He is now back in the ol

* going stronger than ever. His position,

Hy evorT en. leS>is probably firmer for the fracture. It
Hbderst d-ubkened to a frosh honeymoon after a bad mis-

i°P'bian e~ Icbael,” alias Michael Iveyfor Mills, the present
i W, wit) tH° Jeilreelites, has been 8Vigted by process of
‘BousJ 1 about twenty of the brethren, from the ruined
lilt _ of the New Evo,” which was projected, and paFtly
Ho any years ago for the occupation of the saints
JPt'QRiu- meet the Lord there at his second coming,
Hs a ~‘chael” told a newspaper man that his eviction
totlle I \of sacrilege. “ The property,” he said, “ belongs
kfPlo a ' and being held for his work and the use of lus
bt*Sy ' a“y opposition, or attempt to dispossess them, will
°f AMtUiul* Parties attempting it tho wrath and punishments
Nspet? ty God, for no weapon formed against Israel shall
IjH 't'n  “ Prince Michael ” is an American, and perhaps

Nana DW that “ the Lord” cannot own property in

AT
< . Waldron sotting up to teach his fellow clergy
. off ela »Pectaclo which, if not sublime, is only ono
HatQri. B.  Freethinkers will bo immensely tickled by
£ t bggh SUew Part jp the eeimedy af his career. Hyg has

ae Cburcff naring that “ tho greatest enemy of tho"Chns-
the bittorness with which we [Waldron

>abb|«b"0tber---b-l-aek -coats] are split up into rival sects,

¢iHts" 090ver 8ifte issues. He evidently thinks tho bit-
fath of now discovery, whereas it is as familiar as the

aeen AuuO.

culated by Ferrer’'s murderers.

Another lie circulated by the Catholic Church, in order to
defame Ferrer, notwithstanding that he had no connection
with the Barcelona riots, is that “ Ferrer’s mob ” murdered
monks and nuns, and dug up the bodies of dead nuns and
exposed them to public derision. There is not a word of
truth in this story. Mr. Nevinson, representing the Daily
News at Barcelona, reported that the rioters were curiously
self-restrained in many things. They did burn several
religious buildings, for they had long scores to wipe off
against the Church ; but they invariably took care to empty
the buildings before destroying them, and mere thieves who
attempted pillage were sternly dealt with. There was only
one monk Kkilled during the riots, and he had himself fired a
so that he was merely paid back in his own coin.

revolver ;
The [fact that Catholics, including men like the Irish
Nationalists and true believers like Mr. H. Belloc, M.P.,

approve of Ferrer’'s execution, and are incensed at any ques-
tions being raised on the matter, shows what was the real
animus against the founder of the Modern Schools. He stood
in tho way of the Catholic Church and was hated accordingly.

The campaign of calumny against Ferrer will continue.
Slanders are not killed by reputation ; they live as long as
they aro serviceable. This is well known to Freethinkers.
Look at the lies about Voltaire, Paine, Ingersoll, Bradlaugh,
and all other Freethought leaders. Such things have a most
amazing vitality. They will never die while a Christian
lives who finds them profitable.
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M. Léon Furnemont, secretary of the International Free-
thought Federation, contributed to La Pensée of October 24
a special article on “ Ferrer Martyr.” An important part of
it is an extract from Ferrer’s manifesto on the foundation,
in March, 1908, of his International League for the Rational
Education of Children. We translate it for the benefit of
our readers, and for another purpose which will be stated
presently:—

“ If, like us and with us, you wish pacification to'take the
place of violence ;

If, like us and with us, you believe that the most efficacious
and urgent work is the preparation of well-balanced brains and
robust minds in the new generations, come and join us ;

Associate your efforts with ours in that work of liberation
which alone will bring the world every day nearer a better
future, which will lead constantly towards greater truth,
grandeur, and goodness.”

That is the best answer to those who accuse Ferrer of a
policy of violence. And look at this passage :—

“ Education given to children should rest on a scientific and
rational basis, separated from every mystical or supernatural
conception.”

That explains the Gethsemane and Calvary of Ferrer at
Montjuich. The clericals killed the man to kill his work.

Dr. Clifford, at the Ferrer meeting in the Memorial Hall,
expressed a hope that Ferrer’'s educational work would go
on, and that it would produce a new Spain. The reverend
gentleman could hardly have known what Ferrer's work
really was. It was rationalistic and purely secular. Dr.
Clifford is opposed to that sort of teaching in England, and
we don’t quite see how he can be in favor of it in Spain.

Mr. J. M. Robertson's inactivity and silence with respect
to the Ferrer tragedy are significant. He is reported to
have remarked that he could not think of embarrassing the
Government. Only very great men keep true to their Free-
thought in the House of Commons. A Bradlaugh could do
it; one has no right to expect it of smaller men. “ These
are the times," as Paine said, “ that try men’s souls.” We
fear that we must no longer regard Mr. Robertson as an
asset of Freethought.

The press boycott of Mr. Foote and the Freethinker is
simply ridiculous. It deceives nobody, and only exposes the
press to derision. With the exception of the Star, which we
have often had occasion to single out and thank, the Liberal
papers are just as bad as the Conservative papers, if not a
trifle worse. The Daily News dismissed the great St. James'’s
Hall meeting, which protested against the assassination of
Ferrer, in a lino and a half; described it as held on Saturday
instead of Sunday ; and entirely omitted Mr. Foote’'s name.
Yet that was a bond fide meeting if there ever was one.
Fivo-sixths, at least, of those present paid for their seats ;
which, it must be admitted, is a very unusual thing. The
Daily Chronicle said nothing about the meeting at all. Yet
there were several pencils going at the reporters’ table.
The explanation is, of course, that the boycott is not so
much a reporters’ as an editorial boycott. People mustn’'t
bo allowed to know that such a person as Mr. Foote exists.
Yet ho gets big meetings in spite of them.

Tako the Thursday U Ferrer ” mooting at the Memorial
Hall. The Chronicle knocked Mr. Foote’s name out of the
list of speakers in the preliminary announcement, and
omitted it again in the report of the meeting. Those who
were present know how Mr. Foote was received and what
sort of impression his speech made on the crowded audience.
But he is a wicked, militant Atheist, and men of that kind
must be treated as unmentionable. The Morning Leader
did tho same as the Chronicle. Tho Daily News gave a
fow linos to Mr. Footo’s speech for once, but printed his
name wrongly—ijust as if they didn't know 1 G. W. F.”

Mr. Harry Snoll made an excellent speech at tho Memorial
Hall protest meeting, and it was much applauded, but his
name also was left out of tho newspapor reports. Yet he is
not a wicked, aggressivo Atheist, but tho sobor and moderate
representative of tho Ethical Union; and we all know that
the Ethicists would not hurt anybody or anything. Nothing
but the most deliberate and calculating bigotry could havo
boen rosponsiblo for tho exclusion of Mr. Snell’s namo. Ho
was once in tho Secularist camp, and tho fact is romombered
against him.

Now that wo aro dealing with this matter wo may as well
case our minds once for all. Wo havo to say, then, that tho
Socialist press in, if anything, a trifle worse than tho Liberal
press. Wo say this pointedly of tho Clarion; and wo will
amplify tho reference if we aro invited. Wo say tho samo
thing, loss pointodly porhaps, of Justice; and of tho Labor
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Leader the less said the better. Then there is the New Age-
That journal affects to be unaware of the existence of M
Foote, the Freethinker, and the National Secular Society-
Writing on the Ferrer case last week, for instance, the edito
said:—

* And what about our English freethinkers and agnostics,
where were they when their fellow believer was being mnr
dered under their very eyes? There are plenty of free,
thinkers both in the Government and out of it. Viscon
Morley of Blackburn might have been expected to wire b
Edward Grey to intervene with Spain on behalf of a na
whose only crime was to teach what Lord Morley himseli 1
learned. And there were Mr. Haldane and Mr. John Born*
both, we believe, Freethinkers with whom Ferrer won
have found himself intellectually at home: what were tn.
doing while Sir Edward Grey was fishing in Northumberla
and Ferrer was being Bhot? Mr. Balfour and Mr. J- '
Robertson, too, where were they? Even Mr. Bernard SM
was too busy writing letters to the Times about the wretc
Censorship to spare a word on behalf of the Censored Ferr -
And that doughty champion of democracy, Mr. G- E. “
terton, was silent as Ferrer's grave. But if English sue »
is England's disgrace, a thousand times more disgracefu e
the silence of thoso who possess the ear of England anu
world.” ,

Mr. Haldane and Mr. Balfour ought not to have appea’®_
in this connection. We have corrected the New Age s
sense before about Mr. Balfour’'s being a Freethinker.
Chesterton, of course, is an opponent of Freethought.
other names may pass. But they are not the whole * ~»
thought directory. It would have been more sensible!
well as more manly, if the editor of the Netv Age had re<Yyg
nised the protests made in the Freethinker before F°r
execution, as well as the protests made by Mr. Foote,
such of his colleagues as could bo got together hurri
afterwards. We believe the great St. James’s Hall mee_»
was the very first indoor protest against Ferrer's exec
The President of the National Secular Society, in fact’'c
the meeting before Ferrer was shot,—knowing very we
he would be shot.

* ]

Hosea Biglow sang—*“ | du believe in freedom s cal™ 'fOr
fur away ez Paris is.” That would be a very good pl0 ret
tho London papers that denounce the persecution of ~0
(in Spain) and systematically boycott, besides winking
persecution of, Freethinkers (in England).

Tho Daily News gavo two lines to tho groat St. Ja® jO
Hall meeting, organised by the National Secular Soci
protest against the murder of Professor Ferror. Bu ' jaDd,
some thirty lines to a “ miraculous” cure at Sun jfirg
Sister Germaine, aged twenty-two, one of the Litte
of the Poor, who had been iu bed for twelve mon
tuberculosis of the foot, had been cured by a nme "ay,
prayer party. Nothing happened until tho eig

when we suppose the Almighty could not hold ceaSed

longer. Sister Germaine’s intense pain suddeny Dot
and she is now able to walk about with a slight ! peCtcl
with tho hop, skip, and jump that might have been Bad,
after a miracle of healing. “ Local priests, 1 p9jt!
“ confirm tho authenticity of the case." That set
L s a to "*

Rev. H. F. Tracoy, vicar of Dartmouth, seem  ,.nner of
character.” RospondiDg to a toast at tho annua ut®oS*
a local Swimming Club, he said that—"“ He had * revela
respect for those who could not accopt the CIIS ¢id v°
tion. One was brought up to think that if ajn lived
go to chnrch ho must bo a wicked person, but wo n
long enough to know that was all nonsense, and pigM

right living went thoso who might not go to cbm' % eiasO
bo far superior to thoso who did.” Tho reverendg gcCanm
does not appear to bo much fascinated by his Prc® prOgD»
pation, for ho wound up by saying that, “ H -=, a co&'
could put him on a soft way of rotiring and earn™
petent livelihood, ho would bo vory gratoful to 1

pibl®

So j
All thie thoughts of mam's hoart ara evil yOung R
saBut tho newspapers say that a PO® Jcrusbea.

engaged about a steam-rollor, fell off and begge*, aa
death; but with tho little broath loft him ~ a8 that
no blamo should bo attachod to his mato.
ovil thought ?  We call it heroic.
- ~we'fik
A corrugated-iron church, eighty foot by sthgta-
ing eighty tonR, has boeu removed bodily *r piow 1 g(.

another at Nottingham. Not by prayer, as ” gteat

meut directs, but by steel rollors. Wi, htytal COther
tunity missed. If tho minister of that eg .~ 0 the 9
had said to it,”“ Bo thou romovod hen h -
street 1’ and ithad gonethoro, it won tfetobl0
triumph for Christianity. But stool rollers

cal agencies 1 Oh, wffat a fall was thoro |
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Mr. Foote’'s Engagements.

SN,
y< October 31, St. James's Hall, Great Portland-street
London,w 4t 7.30, “ The Reverend G. Bernard Shaw.”

NMoniber 7, Manchester ; 14, Liverpool ; 28, Birmingham.

To Correspondents.

Cohen's Lecture E ngagements.—October 31, Birmingham.

‘emper-21, West Ham; 28, Aberdare. December 5, Li
J p%JF— fi Rﬁéﬁc\ﬁester . 10, West Ham.

Lioyd's Lecture E ngagements.—October 31, ann &
S.'Epwn (Minor) Hall. December 19, Leicester.
' See “ Acid Drops.” Thanks.
G‘-b— The press boycott is not over with us 3et. »
from that. It is more general than you 0 to know a
sorts of papers share In it—even some_that »Vmlled” by

great deal better. Glad you and your wife were tor ~
our Perrer speech at St. James s Hall. W
what we said, and that is the only certain recipe for moving
t¥®'8 audienige.  Your suggestion re Perrer is noted. Our
A EC ,y *3that our hands are too full already.
Pass —Pleased to hear that the Bolton Freethinkers
y0 ed aresolution condemning Ferrer’'s execution. We hope
new860* yeur local papers. Thanks for getting us twelve
phoi ,’jea”ers-  If every other reader could do the same we
IVitl d ~°°n make Freethought a mighty power in this country,
alum ? arge paying circulation of the Freethinker we could do
Whnis aRything. A hundred ideas that we have long cherished
j jy U(l fake form.
draw T'“eased to hear that your children also, being with-
at g rorri religious instruction, are allowed to attend school
freeth w'tL°ut the slightest friction of any kind. Other
Inking parents might very well act in the same manner.
§jion f L®'~ It is only natural that those who murdered Ferrer
sc”oo] < e* Lim. What they say about the teaching in his
°PnosV 13 u”er uonsense on the face of it, and entirely in
IE jj Itlon to the published text-books of his that we have seen,
every onKRTRON.—Fhie document said to have Deen nailed up in
is °n®°f Ferrer’s schools for the guidance of the children
t r , m famous forgery. And who can bo surprised that

T. Fiderers are also Hars ?

exD® Ea— We were obliged. Catholic journalists may be

J. ec* f° support the Catholic Church.
luck , I0OAR'—Shall be sent. Thanks for your wish—* Good
J. tho good old Freethinker."
as jT'Latholic priests are simply lying about Ferrer. He had
good w'th the Barcelona riots as we had. He had a

Under money m one °f the banks there, and you can
eatai4 a;;d Low likely he was to urge the mob to pillage such

afterJANGIOBD — Glad you are so pleased with the Freethinker
writing year’'8 acquaintance with it. Our shop manager is
the str ~°U 011 matter of getting the Freethinker sold on
are wee?8°f Manchester. To stand financially just where we
at onee 8“ould have to sell three times as many copies weekly
Cost 0£POnny = or doubling the number printed increases the
Outsid Production, while tho receipts would remain the same.
Vf. p T.°rs generally overlook this important fact.
0. B __**e' Many thanks for cuttings.
liavé Luke xix. 27 for the “ slaying the enemies” text.
d°m jne®nly said that religion and irreligion both have free-
The relat'apan’ an<® fAat public education is entirely secular.
Sion ia 10n °f the Government to social and political discus-
better a matter on which we should wish more, or perhaps
W ‘pInf°rmation than is contained in the cutting you send
depend etlera* language is so unsatisfactory. Everything
is toler8fUp°.n wkat tho leaflets really contained. Anarchism
month 1« 'n England, yet an Anarchist is now doing twelve
Lt 3 m/g{isgnment—for p b.lishiq%igiitem s to assagsjy
other N0 names are not ing. t-are the facts ?
ak over c] In? we might say that State brothels exist almost
L°n of vic r?tlan Europe. What is called “ the State regula-
amounts to that substantially. We answer your
ferow "0l In negative. No serious student of compare
“y priO3t °n cou*d accept the theory that religion was invented
sorts of vf °r an.Vbody elso. Priests have need religion for all
j a™ogetileaao an<*sordid purposes; but that is a different matter

POy Tir

i'nRland'w nf Can 8u'te understand your being ei%ht years in

80 highly ‘thout hearing of the Freethinker, which you value
wfth°r thai you have made its acquaintance. Wo also

2?2t 1¢ f1 you *hat the paper ought to be better advertised,

airecti®« ac . 18 that we lack tho means to do much in that
‘N-. At lho same time we do not believe that lavish

jelcing th6l -D® hhia journal would pay; and as for

u thi8 veix> Price to a Penny. y°u should read the paragraph
avery D Rs “ Bugar Plums.”” The fact is that wo appeal to

aterfOr ala Pnhlic. Political papers, even Socialist papers,
apious ;ar8®prepertion of peoplo who are attracted to their
ile’plo ar. /‘e%*n %w&iectual ways. Theroally intellectual
e, A€ Hor™d Clthough one hopes their number is
and it must be remembered that the Freethinker

purely intellectual appeal. With regard to a black
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border in cases of death announcements, like that of Ferrer,
is it not, after all, a mere coventionality ?

F. R. Theakstone.—We trust the Brockwell Park platform (see
“ Sugar Plums ") will be well supported to day.

H. W. P.—The article in the Birmingham Weekly Pott on “ The
Ferrer Hubbub ” is disgraceful; full of brutality and slander.
There are plenty of scoundrels in England ready to imitate
Ferrer's murderers if they had the opportunity.

J. Partridge.—All right. Thanks.

R. Harper.—We are tired of answering questions about Musgrave
Reade. We dealt with his case a few years ago, when he started
the “ converted infidel” business. He was connected with the
Freethought movement in Manchester and Salford for a short
time some twenty-five years ago. We have passed your re-
marks re the badge over to the N. S. S. secretary.

We may have something to say next week about the recent
persecution on account of “improper language” under the
London County Council bye-laws. We have been trying to
get at the facts.

Some answers to correspondents stand over through want of
space.

The Secular Society, Limited, office is 2 at Newcastle-street,
Farringdon-street, E.C.

The National Secular Society’'s Office is at 2 Newcastle-street,
Farringdon-street, E.C.

Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to
2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

Lecture Notices must reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-
street, E.C., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be
inserted.

F riends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.
Orders for literature should be sent to the Manager of the
Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.,

and not to the Editor.

The Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid :—One year,
10s. 6d .; half year, 5s. 3d.; three months, 2s. 8d.

Sugar Plums.

Mr. Foote concludes the present course of lectures at St.
James’s Hall this evening (Oct. 31) and the “ saints ” should
try for a full house on this occasion. The subject should be
an attractive one— “ The Reverend G. Bernard Shaw.”
Before the lecture Mr. Foote will refer to the Ferrer case
and the recent events in relation to it at Paris and Madrid.
This is a matter in which Freethinkers will be specially

interested.

The proceedings at St. James’s Hall on Sunday evening
were necessarily rather tame after the crowd and excitement
of the previous Sunday evening. Nevertheless there was a
good audience, and Mr. Foote’s lecture was much appreciated
and applauded. A lady, Miss Kough, took the chair, and
filled the post with grace and efficiency. A good many
questions were asked after the lecture, and one critic offered
opposition. But the special feature of the evening, perhaps,
was the “ naming ” of a baby boy, Herbert John Cheshire.
The function was performed by tho lecturer in a way that
seemed to give great satisfaction to the audience generally,
and something more to a good many of the ladies.

South-Lancashire *“ saints” will note that Mr. Foote
lectures at Manchester next Sunday (November 7), in the
Secular Hall, Rusholme-road, All Saints. The subjects will
be announced in our next issue.

Birmingham *“ saints” and Midland “ saints” generally,
will note that Mr. Cohen delivers two lectures to-day
(Oct. 31) in the Birmingham Town Hall, under tho auspices
of the Secular Society, Ltd., and the local N. S. S. Branch.
We hope to hear of largo meetings. There will be instru-
mental music, as on previous occasions, for half an hour
before each lecture (afternoon and evening). All seats are
free, but some are reserved for ticket-holders. Application
for tickets must be made to Mr. J. Partridge, 183 Vauxhall-

road.

Tea will be provided, as usual, at the Town Hall between
Mr. Cohen'’s afternoon and evening lectures, for visitors from

a distance.

Mr. Arthur B. Moss is standing as one of the Progressive
candidates for the Marlborough Ward in the forthcoming
election of Borough Councillors for Camberwell, and thoso
electors in North Camberwell who wish to seo the Freethinker
reinstated on the tables of the Public Libraries should not
fail to give him their vote. The election takes place on
Monday next (Nov. 1). Freethinkers should try to mako
their influence felt at this election.
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We hope the local “ saints” will rally this afternoon
(Oct. 31) to the support of the Secular platform in Brockwell
Park. Mr. Davies was lecturing last Sunday to an attentive
audience when the platform was rushed from behind by a
large body of Christian roughs, who were evidently there
for the purpose. Mr. Davies and several friends were thrown
down and trampled upon, but happily not seriously hurt.
But they were determined to hold their meeting, so they put
the platform up again and continued the proceedings until
the time came for closing the Park. We are informed that
Mr. Davies acted extremely well in a very trying situation.

Friends have asked whether Mr. Foote's speech on the
death of Francisco Ferrer, which appeared on the front page
of last week’s Freethinker, was the speech as he delivered
it at St. James’s Hall, or whether he wrote it out from
memory afterwards. We reply that the speech was taken
down in shorthand by Mr. H. R. Clifton, a member of the
National Secular Society, and that his longhand copy was
very little altered in the revision. The principal changes
were in punctuation.

Mr. F. Bonte, writing us on the Ferrer case, pays us a
handsome compliment, which we print merely as a set off
against the boycott of the ordinary press, which is not based
upon disdain but upon bigotry. “ Your speech as given in
the Freethinker,” Mr. Bonte says, “ is grand, sober, noble—
every way worthy of the occasion.” “ How rapidly,” he
adds, “ events in Spain have followed your anticipations 1
| presume that now all the tyrannical doings of Maura will
be reversed and Ferrer’s schools re-opened, his fortune saved
and his labor of love resumed. His enemies seem to have
overreached themselves.”

Mr. R. B. Cunningham Graham makes the following sug-
gestion in a letter to the press :(—

“ In deference to the opinion of the advanced thought of
Europe and the two Americas, the first act of the new
Liberal Government in Spain, after stopping the disastrous
war in the Riff, should be to disinter the body of Ferrer and
rebury it with honor under a sumptuous monument in the
centre of the Plaza de Cataluna, in Barcelona. The monu-
ment would serve as a lasting menace to the Clerical Party,
and as a perpetual lighthouse to lovers of liberty.”

Wo fear it is too good to hope for. But who knows? Who

knows ?

Last week’s Freethinker ran out of print, and several
orders on Saturday could not bo executed. If any regular
readers were disappointed, which is probably doubtful, they
will be able to get copies (out of the returns) by ordering
again. For the information of any such disappointed readers
wo may state that last week’s Freethinker contained a
verbatim report of Mr. Foote's speech at the great St.
James’s Hall meeting on the murder of Ferrer.

“ Having receivod free copies of your splendid journal," a
correspondent writes, “ 1 wish to say how glad | am to have
found it. | had not previously seen a copy or heard of its
oxistonco. It introduces a new pleasure into my life, and |
shall not fail to mako it known to my friends.” This corres-
pondent forwards the namos and addresses of several other
persons to whom we might send six consecutive free copies
advantageously. We shall be glad to receive such names
and addresses from all points of the compass. Our friends
are invited to make a strenuous effort this winter to promote
our circulation. If half our readers helped a bit in this way
our circulation would soon double.

The long lifo of a journal liko ours is “ miraculous.” Wo
have seen so many advanced papers come and go since wo
issued the first number of the Freethinker in 1881. And
Homo of them have had heaps of money spent on them.
People who don’t understand our problem tell us from time
to time that wo ought to drop the prico from twopence to a
penny. That could bo done, of course, with a lot of capital
behind the experiment, which might succeed in time ; but
with our poor resources it would only mako matters worse.
We soo that the New Age is raising its prico to threepcnco,
and wo infer that its conductors liavo had quito enough
(probably too much) of the pouuy. A few weoks ago
Justice had to appoal for financial aid. Tbeso are journals
which appeal to a political party, yot they cannot pay thoir
way. The difficulties of a journal liko the Freethinker may
therefore bo imagined. We wish a few friends who could
afford it would make up the President’s Honorarium Fund
for 1901) at once, and thus onable us to dovoto a little cash
to advertising the paper at this favorable time of tho year.
Loss than j£50 is requirod Dow.
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How Ferrer Died.

Thinking that our readers would like to have, ar¥*
keep by them, a record of how Francisco Ferrer died)
we have extracted or translated the following pass-
ages from English and Continental papers.

First of all, however, we venture to give an extract
from a letter written by Ferrer to tho Madrid papelL
El Pais, on October 7. It shows the base and brutal
treatment he received during his detention >n
prison :—

“1 protest equally against the seizure of my clothes.
They have taken away everything, from my drawers to niy
hat, and forced me to dress in wretched raiment and to
present myself thus bofore the examining judge and the
prison officials. The last time | saw the examining judgei
I demanded in vain a suit of clothes from my home, in ordc
that I might wear it on the day of hearing. Ho refused
that favor, telling mo that my effects were confiscated,
could not even obtain a pocket-handkerchief.

I must protest against my detention—durirfg tho naon
of close imprisonment to which | have been subjected '’
one of the dungeons of ‘rigorous confinement,” which co
bines so many bad hygienic conditions that if | had not be
blessed with robust health and a will superior to all hum
miseries, | should not have survived tho ordeal.”

The next item is a Reuter telegram containing
account of Ferrer’s last hours from the Paris pape’
Lc Matin, of October 14 (— 3

“ After the reading of his sentence, Senor Ferrer begg6"
the chaplain of the prison to leave, as he had muc®
write. ' Your presence, which | greatly appreciate, »
said, ‘would disturb me. | beg you, therefore, to leave-egf
and to excuse my apparent want of courtesy.” The P
replied that the regulations of the prison would not a <
him to withdraw, adding, 11 will withdraw into a cornO cO,
the chapel, and you will bo able to write in perfect p6~~

Very politely tho condemned man insisted on his desiro n
alone. Tho priest then consented to withdraw, butinsl
upon visiting tho condemned man every half-hour. g
The prisoner was then visited by a Jesuit and 1 O
representative of tho Bishop, who spoke to him of tho r P
of his soul, and begged him to confess.
Ferrer roplied. *Leave mo to die in poace. | *aVte ja

..eas and | am as firm in my convictions as you a -0a
yours. If you wish to argue we will talk, or otherwjs »
may go,’ and he resumed the writing of his wi >
which he was engagod from 10 o'clock in the ovonmg

5 o’clock in the morning. th6
When on his way to tho place of execution he begg ald

Friars of Peace and Charity not to accompany h' ' "0

thoy loft him at tho edge of the moat. At the foo g™ets

wall, Ferrer askod to bo shot with his face to the fi &)

and without bandago over his eyes. Ho was forced

a handkerchief over his oyos, howovor, being

traitors woro not allowed to be shot otherwise.’ N,
The following account of Ferrer’s f

from tho pen of tho speoial corresponds -oUrnal

Daily Mirror at Paris, and it appeared in tha J

on October 14 lock jc
“ Sonor Forror was shot this morning at nino been

in tho prison of Montjuich, at Barcolona. voluti°D

sentenced to death as tho instigator of tho recon

ary outbreaks at Barcelona. ,,  fortreg?
Last night at eight o'clock tho govornor of ~ perrfr8

accompanied by two black-hooded monks, wen n)Orniid*

cell and informod him that ho was to bo shot ch®Pe

and that tho ordors woro to place him in tho P

all night so that ho might proparo for his doat < cigat
With porfoct solf-possossiou Forror throw aV y t0 pi»6

otto he wus smoking and said, ‘ It is unneces . nand

mo in tho chupcl, for I do not boliovo in your re a ARS
it require its ministrations.’ . Obeyea'.
But the governor ropliod that ordors must  ~ gian n

two warders camo forward to robe the condo ~jeb

long black gown and hood, on tho breast o vOr) and

groat white cross. Ho refused to woar it, ho'

conducted to tho chapel as ho was. light6l1011 , re,
Tho six yellow caudles on tho altar foe ~ prsS?

gloom. Tlio monks at oneo began to. °frVjGes to

turning every now and thou to oiler thoir so

only to be gently wavod away. inaiutaiu6ll
Ferrer asked to soo his couusol, and i w»3 "

serenity until tho latter arrived. Then (ijel

agitated. daugbttien®”
Ho gave a farowoll messago to his —
them,’ he said, <that their father dies with a 6le°
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and that ms only crime is that of trying to break tho
blackness of superstition and ignorance in which his country
«aenshrouded.’

As his counsel, who was deeply moved, prepared to say
farewell, he embraced Ferrer, who at this point broke dow

“15 ‘'teat Ugh,o.d., »toed thoebepel w.nd.J,
a priest came in to say mass and to urge Torre ,
Hirsmf)(/)nfession and receive holy communion,

At last the death-bell of tho chapel began to toll, and the
governor of the prison, accompanied by the officers of 10
guard, entered and Ferrer’'s arms were bound.

He made no remark as ho was led out into the conrtyar
and placed against a wall opposite to a party of soldiers.

The two black-hooded brothers, whose faces were cowled
?° that only their eyes were visible, made a last attemp o
induce him to kiss the crucifix, putting it in front of his ips,
PE’ECQQ turned away his head and said, 1Let mo die m

At the word of command the company of soldiers, standing
? .,y ton feet away, levelled their rifles and fired. Terror
fe» instantly.”

translate the following account of Ferrer's
execution from tho report of the Barcelona corres-
pondent of the Journal de Charleroi, appearing m
nat paper on Ootober 15 :—

““H was ten o’'clock, the night before last, when the con-
legation of tho Brothers of Peace and Charity received a
communication signed by the Captain-General, instructing
luem to send six brothers of their order to assist at an
execution.

At eleven o’clock throe carriages drove up to the castle of
Hontjuich, convoying tho brothers, who, after having been
searched and their identity established, were admitted into

prison. Their arrival was enough to signal that an
xl°ution was going to take place. ..
throughout tho night, besides, there were signs of sinister
Reparations. Tho left side of the city was closely patrolled,
ud at five in the morning two companies of infantry and
Counted squadrons could be seen defiling in the Colon

'strict. Curious persons or passers-by were compelled to
“Ccampany the patrols, in order that they might not spread

*oad the nows that an execution was approaching.®
. “ might have beon seven o’clock when tho inhabitants of

neighborhood saw with a shudder two Brothers of Peace

u Charity walking slowly up to Montjuich, carrying wit i

om the coffin for the condemned mau.

Ca uHuutos later there also went up the hill the engineer
& Ptaijn Galceran, Ferrer's counsel, who had the right to
-ﬁliléar{\ in the fortress with his client till tho last moment.
. When, at eight o’clock, General Escrm arrived, who w,
command the shooting party, some fifty porsons at the
of  had been ablo to gain tho heights overlooking the moats
Un (i°u‘juich, and could see tho squadrons of cavalry take
tff T Ir Position in the moat of Saint-Eulalie, surrounding
atntWo companies of infantry who were to do tho honors
iTrshoot'
a,j Wasready for tho execution in that place, so lugubrious
~ stiH, which had witnessed tho end of so many- exist-
But what had passed within the castlo of Montjuich ?
suri"6 tbe Incarceration of Ferrer in the old fortress, it had
tion ?ly become impossible to obtain any precise informa-
C about him. One might say that tho tomb had already
tou dovor him. Hero, however, is what | have been able
°f his las' hours in tho famous old prison, where ho

T« Soarcely twenty-four hours. .
By ‘ certain of his ;artisans had cherished some hope, it

°pfiisAn tty Clear ‘Phat Ferrer LimBel£ did BOt Bbare tb0'r

(K iP *h o whole afternoon of tho previous day he had
Cow bis time in writing farewell letters. Ho showed a
anxiety to clear himself of all unjust suspicions,

BRIV g tndSmELE iRDIrERYds SHId oRMel's

t h ~ evening, towards half-past eight, ho was bought to
AP rlernor oftho castle’s office, where ho foundhmsc
gadfetBOo of ‘ho judge, Raso Negroni, accompanied by h
teaq ifry>and flan{<edg by armed soldiers. 1ho maOQistra
coutxr o sentence of death pronounced against him by tho
thfaryyagtial: rFatifisd By the authorities at Madrid; and
Y~cd to +1UL £ba‘ thif supreme council and tho ministry had
H Was (Irra“ amit any appeal for mercy to tho king.
Lerror [TP*AUthen.
-i8fit Rerystokd iu shonco, a littlo palo, but, in spite of a
his Uj ’Jsness, maintaining a calm and diguifiod attitude.

0] #/ing Ma, handwriting ho firmly signed tho document
his * la‘'ltho éeméiemnad priaoner had heard tho reading
; 7ud "h,r"fonowedr without a word, tho

® Who oonducted him back to-tis tell.

[T

sagos
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The cell was full of gaolers and armed soldiers. The
prisoner is not allowed to touch any cf the familiar objects
that he quitted a few minutes ago. So the search began ;
a thoroughly careful search, which was to prevent the
doomed man from having anything that could help him in
attempting suicide. He was deprived of the least lace, the
smallest button ; and he was arrayed in clothes that fastened
in a special manner.

Ferrer had already dined. Whether he wished to
strengthen himself physically against the approaching ordeal,
or whether his energetic temperament had enabled him to
defy dejection, he had paid ample honor to a simple repast
of pork and green peas. So that when the Brothers of
Charity offered him a collation, with stimulants, he simply
refused by declaring, quite truly, that he had dined and was
in need of nothing more.

Yet a long night vigil—and what a vigil :—awaited him.
Ho knew it when he followed with a firm step the soldiers
who conducted him to the chapel.

This aggravation of the death penalty is customary in
Spain, and is in essence purely religious. The legislators
who prescribe it represent it as intended to familiarise the
condemned man with the idea of eternity, and to leave him
alone with his conscience in faco of the cross and the holy
sacrament. It is commonly in a prison cell that this rudi-
mentary chapel is improvised. That tete a-tvte with the
idea of death generally lasts twenty-four hours, and tho
prisoner has a right, during that time, to interviews with his
confessor and his family.

For Ferrer tho chapel had beon installed in a place near
tho Arsenal which is in the centre of the castle of Mont-
juich. He found there father Font, tho famous Jesuit, who
had already visited, during that same black watch, the
anarchists Pallas, Salvador, and other prisoners of mark con-
demned to death.

With a wave of the hand, Ferrer promptly refused tho
services of the priests. The chaplain of the castle came to
try to vanquish his opposition, and two other priests
approached him, one after the other, daring the night, to
offer him the ‘ succors of religion.’

Doubtless it was to the last one that Ferrer replied im-
patiently that he wished to have nothing in common with
the 1black frocks.’

The exhortations of the Brothers of Charity, who remained
with him in the chapel, were just as unsuccessful. They
confined themselves therefore to offering him, with pleasant
words, refreshments, or wine, or liqueurs, or simply tobacco.
But the doomed mau accepted none of those physical com-
forts, which cheat the organism and put off the thought of
death. With calm determination he refused everything.

After walking up and down a good while, with bent brow,
Ferrer expressed a desire to dictate his last will to a notary;
and they fetched Juan Permanyer, who remained with him
for more than seven hours. When the man of law thought
he had finished the last clause of this testament, which no
doubt surpassed the length of a simple family document and
took the character of a political manifesto, Ferrer suddenly
recollected that he had omitted an important clause; and
the notary was recalled, and the dictation resumed.

Ferrer, who would not kneel down, had to stand up all
the time in the chapel where he was obliged to spend tho
last hours of his life, and all the night he walked up and
down with a rapid step in the limited space left to him
between tho rows of priests and monks telling tho beads of
their rosaries.

It was at a quarter-to-nino exactly, and it had beon day-
light for a good while, when they came to apprise Ferrer
that he must prepare to march to his death. He had beon
in the chapel since eight o’clock the previous evening 1

He at once declared that he was ready.

But he had to still wait while the castle authorities went
carefully through the operation of casting lots. It is thus
that priests and soldiers who assist at an execution are
selected.

At last all was arranged Tho escort formed, and, placed
in tho middle, Ferrer marched in step with the soldiers.

The chaplain of the castle walked by his side, murmuring
no doubt the words of peace and supreme consolation.
Ferrer’s voice could bo heard clearly, begging him to with-
draw. But the priost replied that duty commanded him to
remain at his post.

‘Very well, then,’ responded Ferrer.

And those two men, so far in spirit from each other,
marched side by side, and spoko no more.

The way was long. It was necessary to traverse a vast
stretch of the precincts of the castle before reaching a
postern which opened on the moat Saint Eulalie.

At that postern Ferrer was recoivod (an administrative
irony 1) by the Governor of Montjuich, who awaited him as a
distinguished guest. He was surrounded by all the other

' functionaries who were present out of duty or curiosity.
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Ferrer continued to walk forward firmly with head erect.
Arriving before the Governor, where the escort paused, he
looked at him and awaited his questions.

IHave you any last request to make, or any wish to
confide to me ?’ the Governor asked.

Ferrer looked him straight in the face and replied : 11
only wish, if it is possible, that | may not be forced on my
knees and bandaged.’

A long colloquy took place among the officers. Could he
be permitted to die in that way ? After an exchange of
opinion in undertones, the Governor decided the question by
granting Ferrer the right to meet his death standing, but it
was absolute that his eyes should be bandaged.

‘1 thank you,’ Ferrer said.

He was then conducted to the end of the moat, by the
wall, near which the infantry were drawn up in lines
behind the two rows of the execution party.

Ferrer's hands were tied behind his back ; his eyes were
bandaged; and he was left alone. At the moment when the
commanding officer of the firing party drew his sword,
Ferrer cried with a strong voice :

1Look well, lads! | am innocent.
School. Long live------ '

The rifles sounded, cutting off tho last syllables, and he fell
backward at full length.

The officer approached him with a doctor. It was Been
that Ferrer breathed no longer. Death had been instanta-
neous. He had received one bullet in the throat and three
others in the head.

The prisoner's death being certified, the troops defiled
slowly before the corpse, then marched off in order, and
disappeared at the angle of tho moat.

Then the Brothers of Peace and Charity approached the
corpse. They had deposited near him the coffin carried up
the previous evening, and with infinite care they lifted
Ferrer’'s dead body into its last resting-place.

A squad of soldiers then approached. The coffin was
lifted on four shoulders, and the procession returned along
the road to the castle.”

It was not possible for ns to translate Ferrer’s last
words into English and preserve the exact order in
which he ottered them. The sentence cat short by
the ballets was “ Long live the School------ 1" The
adjective “ Modern” wonld have followed, according
to the genius of the Latin languages. Ferrer’s last
words, therefore, were “ Long live the School!”
That was what he was thinking of. He had given
his life and fortune to the School. It was the School
—the Secular School—that was to explode supersti-
tion, undermine priestcraft, and liberate mankind.

G. W. F.

Long live the Modern

The Narratives in Genesis.—XVII.

The Lord's Covenant with Abram.

{Continued from p. 678.)

IN Genesis xvii. the Priestly writer, who is tho com-
poser of tho whole chapter, gives us a full and par-
ticular account of a covenant which the Lord was
graciously pleased to make with his friend Abram.
The narrative commences:—
“ And when Abram was ninety years old and nine the
Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, I am ElI
Shaddai; walk before me, and be thou perfect. And I
will mako my covenant between mo and thee, and will
multiply thee exceedingly."

This was the first occasion, according to the Priestly
writer, upon which the Lord appeared and spoke to
Abram. And such being tho case, the god thought it
advisable to inform that patriarch of the name by
which he desired to ho known. This was El Shaddai
—translated “ God Almighty.” Shaddai, it is true,
was a title of the Babylonian god Bel; but that is a
detail wo need not trouble ourselves with. It is true,
also, that Abram was already acquainted with his
god’s other name, Yahveh; but this appears only in
the Yahvist narratives which were evidently un-
known to the Priestly writer. Tho latter fact, too,
will acoount for promises being now mado to Abram,
apparently for tho first time, predicting that ho
should bo “ the father of many nations,” and that to
him and to his seed should bo given “ all tho land of
Canaan, for an everlasting possession ”"—promises
made twice before in tho narratives written hy tho
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Yahvist. The only fresh circumstance connected

with these promises is that the god Shaddai, upon

this occasion, made a change in the names borne by

Abram and Sarai—though why he did so will for
ever remain a mystery.

“ Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram,

but thy name shall be called Abraham ; for the father of

a multitude of nations have | made thee” (xvii. 5).
“ As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her name

Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be ” (xvii. 15).
In the first of these statements it is clearly impi*O®
that the name “ Ab-raham” signifies “ father of
a multitude "—tho first two letters ah n’eanmg
“father.” Such, however, is not tho case:
appellations Ab ram and Ab-raham both mean “ bigb
father,” the additional letters making no difference™
Similarly, the names Sarai and Sarah have the san!
meaning, both being derived from the Babyloni
Sarrat—" Queen.” .
We come now to tho great covenant between
god Shaddai on the one part, and Abraham and
descendants on the other part, by which the de |
aforesaid engaged “ to be a god” to the patriar™
named and to his posterity, the latter agreeing
conform to the obscene rite mentioned in the co__
nant. The god Shaddai is represented as saying
“ This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, berw™ ff
me and you and thy seed after thee : Every male am”™ n
you shall bo circumcised....... and it shall bo a t°k°n.
covenant between me and you. And he that m °|[f
days old shall be circumcised among you, every 5
throughout your generations....... And the uncircoui
male who is not circumcised iu the flesh of his tor ~
that soul shall be cut off from his people; he
broken my covenant” (xvii. 10-14). N at
In the Septuagint the words italicised read :( ~
soul shall be xUtcrly destroyed from his family< ,
MeRING of tMie phretasd © gijiall b0 Cut Oif ~ ~ tig
fore perfecﬂy p|ain It will also be seen thatit .
covenant completely overthrows Bauts gy
respecting Abraham being saved by faith wit
circumcision. With regard to Abraham, since\
Shaddai was so good as to propose such a cove®*
that patriarch had no alternative but to agree 0
and to got himself and all tho males of bis ~dQ
circumcised with as little delay as possible. A,
it came to pass. Without auy explanations o
structious from the god Shaddai “ In the se
day was Abraham circumcised, and Ishmael bis
and all tho men of his house, those boro Z°Oger,
house, and those bought with money of tho 8 r'"Ofr
were circumcised with him.” This was a ,

to bo forgotten in tho annals of Abraham s (p
hold. Abraham had, as we know, 818 men-ser™” uBt
and probably as many lads of vatious ages, w "y,

all have blessed El Shaddai on that memora ~
All the women of tho household, too—wi'°3
men, and mothers of the lads—would have ”~ DO
what was going on; so the moral effect of ~ jjQus0
covenant upon all the inmates of Abrabam
must have been distinctly elevating. , iS sup'
Though not expressly stated, this nQC’ nnuineisioO,
posed to record the divine origin of c®cl. gO-"V
The next mention of tho rite is in Ex®° =, jpet
in which it is related that the Hebrew way
Moses and his wife and two sons on j0 find
Egypt “ and sought to kill him” becau8 ~ tbIS
neglected to circumcise ono of the latter. ~ Ho
occasion Zipporah, the wife, oironmo*6® aloQ0,
there and then, whereupon the god “ 1®  rtant
Reom this lochgemt wo sea bow very™.imfy a Jos§)
Hebrew doity considered the rite. 10,,i8on ® ‘a
v. 2 9 wo have an account of the oirou®  0Ossig®
tho males of tho Jewish nation, the rea rfl>wa
for which being that during the j.eeu °i,Cvpt
dering in tho wilderness no ono bad PfjWg
cisod, whilo all tho males who rjBgs. n
circumcised had diod during the wanju coO°C

was another novor-to-bo-forgotten day P
with the Lord’s covenant with Abra ® of c\t
From tho acoount of tho institu jj Oata
cision by the Hebrew god himself, onei rend0 jO;
supposo that tho rite was ordaine “jjer PO

descendants of Abraham distinct fr°
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that, in fact, it was something new which had never
been known before. Such, however, is not the case.
Many nations knew and practised this indecent m
lation long before the time of Moses, and even betore
the time of Abraham. First among these come the
jtneient Egyptians, whose use of the rite is proved
hy representations on the very earliest monuments.
One of these is a scene on a bas-relief in the temple

Chunsa at Karnak, in which two lads, supposed
to be sons of Ramses Il., are depicted as undergoing
the operation. Herodotus appears to have been per-
fectly correct when he said:

“ The only people who were circumcised originally
were the Colchians, the Egyptians, and the Ethiopians.
The Phoenicians and those Syrians that are in Palestine
confess that they learned it from the Egyptians But
as for the Egyptians and Ethiopians themselves, | am
cr)]toﬁera’k’)le to say which of them received it from t e

know, further, that circumcision was a primitive
®03tom of the Semitio inhabitants of Arabia, and
hat in later times it was carried by preachers oi
j8lam into Persia, India, and Turkey. The rite was
foand in use among the ancient peoples of Central
America. It is still in use among some tribes on the
Amazon, among three distinct races in the South
“8as, among most of the tribes of Australia, among
Papuans, the New Caledonians, and the New
hlebrides, besides being widely spread among the
native races of Africa. .
With regard to the introduction of the rite into
Canaan, we know from ancient inscriptions that
8Bveral centuries before the Israelites are known to
hawe inRBkKifed that country, Ehe Egyptian 'Kings had
®auced to subjection its Phoenician inhabitant
Jae people whom the Jews called Canaanites. Between
Thr,fears B G 1730 and B.c. 1200 the kings Thotmes I.,
MlI., Seti I., Ramses Il., Meneptah 1., and
%hti°S many times over-ran the land of Canaan,
tketr,n” Matties with revolted subjects, and bringing
little ?nce more into subjection. This, there can be
of jnfjtouM, was the origin of the alleged servitude
Pxofiun-arH  Gen. xv* 13» aQd of the 430 years of
thér ' t0-41. So far as evidence is concerned,
end °fVas. 110 other Egyptian bondage. Before the
c Mns period of Egyptian domination the cir-
haj IB°’n practised by the more powerful nation
peon]een ad Opted as a religious rite by the conquered
ori,j es’ who, several centuries later, ascribed its
a°’d th = a covennnt between a mythical ancestor
8orat) @r ~bal god. And this brings us to the first
Qetio °* re¥ Instory relating to the Israelites as a
Q which | take to be the following:—
aQd~ges iii. 5, 6.—“ And the children of Israel dwelt
an I’ Canaanites (the Hittite, and the Amorite,

and h ° |>er'zz*ie> and the Hivito, and the Jebusite) ;
Kav N ne°h their daughters to be their wives, and

gods” * °WU daughters to their sons, and served their

Israteki"? foregoing may be added the fact that the
lan, Ites were of the same race and spoke the same
an _ale as the so-called Canaanites. The stories of
t, WEYs from Egypt, of forty years wandering in
JO , wil<Jerness, of the miraculous crossing of the
hnddan’ of the conquest of thirty-one kings of Canaan
the” * named Joshua, and of the d»»,e.on ol
the C n”™nci-ed country among the tribes of Israel
6 stories are purely mythical.
some period subsequent to the time of
hnS68 In- the Egyptian kings found themselves
WhS.6 to maintain their long dominion over Canaan,
Of , eountry then became split up into a number
roam?811 states, and as time went on, the usual
C Ifc foliowed-wars of conquest and extermma-
" which the stronger kings subjugated” the
>QO0£ oes. Then was the time when a confedera-
andT®8 became necessary for mutual protec-
tion Ji, n fiaw the birth of the Israelites as a
tdhij Most of the Israelitish tribes were old
Jv the 0]j8 °f Canaan, and are referred to as such
_-tv, dest Piece of literary composition in the

ia°s® trihfS0"0aMed “ Song of Deborah” (Judg. Vv.).
oes were, no doubt, alroady circumcised;
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but those which joined them at a later date—Judah,
Simeon, Levi, and Gad—would have to undergo the
necessary operation before being admitted into the
confederacy and entitled to call themselves by the
name of Israel—an appellation signifying “ God
fighteth,” and meaning, of course, that the tribes did
the fighting and the god took the credit when they
were victorious. When the tribes met with a reverse,
this was ascribed to their doing “ that which was
evil in the sight of the Lord  so that whatever hap-
pened the god always won.

Of the four tribes not named in the ancient Song,
one of them, the Levites, constituted the priesthood
of the country, whose business it was to offer sacri-
fices to the gods. Another, the tribe of Gad, dwelt
on the eastern side of the Jordan, but had not, appa-
rently, joined the confederation. There remained,
then, but two tribes that were not already in or near
Canaan—Judah, the most powerful of all, and his
ally Simeon. These, when they came, had to find for
themselves a place in the land; and they did so,
taking possession of the greater portion of the pro-
vince called in New Testament times Judma. Where
these tribes came from is unknown; but the account
of their conquest of the territory they afterwards
occupied is given in Judg. i. 8-19. This chapter—if
we date it after the time referred to in the Song of
Deborah, and strike out all references to Joshua and
“the Lord,” and to the older tribes having attempted

lto “ drive out” their neighbors called Canaanites—
may be taken as mainly historical. Abeacadabba>

(To he continued.)

Memorial Hall Protest Meeting.

Special to the “ Freethinker."
The Memorial Hall, Farringdon-street, London, was crowded
to the doors on Thursday evening (Oct. 21) with a great
gathering of citizens to protest against the judicial murder
of Senor Ferrer.

Mr. G. N. Barnes presided, and thoso who supported him
on the platform represented many shades of opinion, and
included Dr. Clifford, Mr. Harry Snell, Mr. Hyndman, Mr.
Wilson, M.P., Mr. Cunningham Graham, P.P., Mr. Henderson,
M.P., Sir George Kekewich, Mr. G. W. Foote, and the
veteran Prince Kropotkin.

Letters of warm sympathy were read from Mr. Keir
Hardie, Mr. Philip Snowden, Dr. Spence Watson, Rev. R. J.
Campbell, Mr. Percy Alden, M.P., Mr. Galloway Weir, M.P.,
Mr. Hall Caine, Mr. Geo. Cadbury, Mr. H. S. Salt, Mrs.
Despard, and others.

Mr. Barnes, in his opening address, said that the feeling
of indignation at Ferrer's death was general because all felt
that the act was a blow at freedom of thought.

Dr. Clifford, who moved the resolution of protest, had a
great reception, and spoke well. He characterised the death
of Ferrer as a “ most cowardly crime,” and he contemplated

the birth of a new Spain as the outcome of the self-sacri-
ficing devotion and noble patriotism of this great martyr.”

Mr. Harry Snell, who followed, was in fine form. He was
succeeded by Mr. Hyndman, who also had a great reception.
Mr. Hyndman said that “ he never remembered so spon-
taneous, so determined, so international an outcry as that
which had been raised.”

By this time the audience had become warm, and when
Mr. Foote rose ho had an ovation. His speech had a marked
effect upon the va3t audience, and his peroration was greeted
with a tornado of applause.

Mr. Cunningham Graham was forceful and picturesque.
His opening sentences, “ Viva Etpana!" *“ The Spanish
people have answered the death of Francisco Ferrer by
hurling Maura, his assassin, from power,” were very telling.

Mr. Arthur Henderson, M.P., said ho felt humiliated at
the inaction of officialdom on this matter. It was serious
that forty members could not be found in the House of
Commons to secure the adjournment asked for. With re-
gard to the Press, his sense of humiliation was worse.

Sir George Kekewich's statement that he was one of the
four Liberal members who stood up in the House of Com-
mons on that occasion, was greeted with loud cheers.

Prince Kropotkin had a royal reception. Evidently the
meeting regarded the old warrior with affection.

The resolution of protest was passed in silence, all stand-

ing bareheaded.
A noticoable feature of the audience was the presence of a

large number of ladies. CE S
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St. James's Hall (Great Portland-street, W.): 7.30, G. W. is the French Freethinkers’ emblem—a single Pansy flover.

Foote, “ The Reverend G. Bernard Shaw.” Blutton tsha'?e’dw'tth strong pin. _Hals bggn the tmeanISdOf' ”ﬂ?ﬂy
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road, is now prepared to receive Tailoring Orders ©

Materialism.”
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with patterns on receipt of postcard. _
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W ood Green Branch N.S.S. (Seven Sisters Corner) : 7, J.

Rowney, “ Some Sayings of Jesus.” DO YOU FEEL THE COLD ? Try my” Splendid Bedding
Parcel, 21s., carriage paid. Containing All-Wool Blanli®J
COUNTRY. Sheets, Quilt, Curtains, and Pillow-Cases.—A. Dyson,
| Bolton-road, Bradford.
ndoor: MANCHESTER, Rochdale, Oldham, and Failsworth 1 ~

U Bdirmi?]ghca:m B ranch Z‘ r51 SC (Town "éﬁ”)i C-_COhﬁn,E',_ ! Spair} next week. Suits 30s., Overcoats 25s., Mackintoshes
nder the Crescent and the Cross : a Chapter in the History o Patterns froe. Write to-dav.—J. W. G 28 Chut
Christianity”; 7, “ The Origin and Decay of God.”” Burrow’s bank. Bradford y ott,
Coffee House, Spring Hill, Thursday, Nov. 4, at 8, H. Lennard, ’ ) —
“ Friedrich Nietzsche.”

Glasgow Secular Society (Hall, 110 Brunswick-street) : John DEFENCE OF FREE S:m—l
Turner, 12 (noon), “ Women, Past and Future”; 6.30, “ Free-
thought as a Principle.” BY

L eicester Secular Society (Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate): G W FOOTE

6.30, A. Aladin, “ The Struggle for Freedom in Russia.”

Liverpool Branch N. S. S. (Alexandra Hall Islington-square):
7, H. Percy Ward, "The Idol of God and the Ideal of Humanity.” Being a Three Hours’ Address to the Jury before the Tjos&

Manchester Branch N.S.S. (Secular Hall, Rusholme-road, Chief Justice of England, in answer to an Indictment
All Saints) : 6.30, Sidney Wollen, “ The Salvation Army and the for Blasphemy, on April 24, 1883.
Bible. With Special Preface and many Footnotes,

Newcastle Rationalist Debating Society (Hedley Café, Price FOURPENCE. Post free FIYEPENCE-

Clayton-street): 7.30, A. llowson, “ Socialism.”

Nottingham (Cobden Hall, Peachey-street) : 7.30, J. Bates, .
“ Is There a God 77 The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle street, Farringdon-stree

A LIBERAL OFFER NOTHING LIKE IT. ,

Greatest Popular Family Reference Book and Sexology—Almost Given Away. A MiMjol s
at 3 and 4 dollars- Now Try it Yourself.

Insure Your Life—You Die to Win; Buy this Book, You Ueeam #8 Live. mq
Ignorance kills—knowledge saves—bo wise in time. Men weaken, sicken, ~ old

TftelBeSK knowing how to live. “ Habits that enslave ” wreck thousands—young -gorie3>
Fathers fail, mothers are * Mad-fitidlém,™ Habies die. Family feldd, ... troj
divorces—even murders—All can bo avoided by self-knowledge, self-c°n the

fon can discount heaven—dodfe liell=pie and new, by reading and Fppjif
wisdom of this one book of 1,200 pages, 100 illustrations, 80 lithographs on 1
color plates, and over 250 prescriptions. 0*

OF COURSE YOU WANT TO KNOW WHAT EVERYONE OUGHT TO

T he Young—How to choose the best to marry.

T he Married—Hew to bo happy in marriage.

The Fond Parent—How to have prizo babies.

T he Mother—How to have them without pain.
Tns Chitdless—How to bo fruitful and multiply.

T he Curious—How they “ growed ” from germ-cell.
T he Healthy—now to enjoy life and keep well.

T he Invalid—How to brace up and keep well.

Whatever you'd ask a doctor you findherein, or (if not, Dr. F. icill answer your inquiry foee, any time)-
Dr. Foote's books have been the Popular instructors of tbo masses in America for fifty years (often re-wg%n. . 1j3o
L«

and always kept up-to-date). il Tol save 0
bpokexi, afid everywhere highnl{ praised. ijast editions are Dest, largest, and most for the price. You may truthsA) B3
o

by not buying, and you may lose your life (or your wife or child) by not knowih'gm's“(')me of tbo vitally importan

. . e
Most Grateful Testimonials From Everywhere. jg fsidy 0.
Gudivoda, India: " It is a store of medical knowledge in plainest Panderma, Turkoy : “ I can avow frankly there"Ijyl (Ehe"jloe

found such an interesting book asy o u r s . j niy
Calgary, Can. : “ The information therein lias c~in

language, and every reader of English would be benefited
i,
idea of life—to be nobler and happier.”—D- ** 3 the Pr

by it.”—W. L. N.

Triplicane, India: “ | have gone through the book many times, r ! :
and not only benefited myself but many friends also.”— Lavorton, W. Aust. : “ 1 considor it worth ten t* o
G. W. T, I have benefited much by it."”’—R. M. Spa]l'S“Y

Somewhat Abridged Editions (800 pp. each) can be had in German, Swedish, Finnish, or
Price EIGHT SHILLINGS by Mail to any Address.
ORDER OF THE PIONEER PRESS,

2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.C.
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THE

SECULAR

THE FREETHINKER

SOCIETY

(LIMITED)
Company Limited by Guarantee,
lieyistered Office—2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON. E.C.
Chairman of Board of Directors—Me. G. W. FOOTE,
Secretary—Miss E. M. VANCE.

This Society was formed in 1898 to afford legal security to the
acquisition and application of funds for Secular purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society s
Objects are To promote the principle that human conduct
should he based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super-

j a belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper
and of all thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry.

, Promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com-
plete secularisation of the State, etc., etc. And to do all such

~ings as are conducive to such objects. Also to have,
hold, receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised,

°r bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any o
the purposes of the Society.

The liability of members is limited to £1, in case the Somety
j. ?Md ever be wound up and the assets were insufficient to cover
,Cities—a most unlikely contingency.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequen
THly subscription of five shillings.
Jhe Society has a considerable number of members, butamuen
.Ser number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be
Rained amongst those who read this announcement. All who join
}; Participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of
resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa-
,'otl that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from
the Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in
hhy way whatever.
Society’s affairs are managed by an elected Board of
hhrectors, consisting of not less than five and not more than
twelve members, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) each year,

’

but are capable of re-election. An Annual General Meeting of
members must be held in London, to receive the Report, elect
new Directors, and transact any other business that may arise.

Being a duly registered body, the Secular Society, Limited,
can receive donations and bequests with absolute security.
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to make
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favor in their
wills.  On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension.
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The executors
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary course of
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in
connection with any of the wills by which the Society has
already been benefited.

The Society’s solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battcock, 23
Rood-lane, Fenchurch-street, London, E.C.

A Form of Bequest.—The following is a sufficient form of
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators:—“ | give and
“ bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited, the sum of £------
“ free from Legacy Duty, and | direct that a receipt signed by
“ two members of the Board of the said Society and the Secretary
“ thereof shall be a good discharge to my Executors for the
“ said Legacy.”

Friends of the Society who have remembered it in'their wills,
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary of
the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential. This is not necessary,
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, and
their contents have to be established by competent testimony.

CLEARANCE SALE.
To make room for fresh stock.

the book of god

IN THE LIGHT OF THE HIGHER CRITICISM.

BY

G. W. FOOTE.

Contents:— Introduction— Tho Bibio Canon—The Bible and Science — Miracles and
~chcraft—The Bible and Freethought—Morals and Manners—Political and Social Progress
""Inspiration—The Testimony of Jesus—Tho Bible and the Chnrch of Engiand—An Oriental

~ ok —Fictitious Supremacy.

COLONEL

“1 havo read with groat pleasure your Book of God,
~H becauso it is filled with the best of sense expressed with force and beauty.

INGERSOLL’S OPINION.

| congratulate you on your book. It will do great
"—/ etter to the Author.

"Educed from one shilling to sixpence.
(Postage lid.)

CLOTH COPIES REDUCED TO ONE SHILLING,

pioneer press,

s Newcastle street, farringdon

POST FREE.

street, London, e.c.
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SUNDAY EVENING LECTURES

IN THE BEAUTIFUL NEW

ST. JAMES’S HALL,

GREAT PORTLAND STREET, LONDON, W.

DURING SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER.

(Under the auspices of the Secular Society, Ltd.)

October 31—Mr. G. W. FOOTE,

“THE REVEREND G BERNARD SHAW.’

Doors Open at 7.  Chair taken at 7.30.  Seats, Is. & 6d. ~ Some Free Seats at the Bak

OUR CLOTHING NOTICE. .

We beg to inform our numerous friend3 ’d
IS NOT CHEAP we have now completed our stock of the . gp
“ Business Man's Boot,” suitable f°r
WINTER season.

EXPENSE OF THE WORKER They are the finest value we haW0 g

offered. Smart shape, specially OLES
BOX CALF UPPERS, and EXTRA QUALITY S

AT THE

ohi€t
If you have not already sent us y°°r
This is what a Trade Union Paper says:— do so at once.
“1 was privileged to walk round the - 33004
Clothing Faotory of Messrs. Geo. Jessop Our Ladies’ 5s. lid. Box G d
T brings us repeat orders
AND S Ltd., Batley. The buildings are
om ’ y. ] 9 parts of the world Stocks
well adapted for their business, and far patterns. Lace, 5s. 1* ”
ahead of many first-olass tailors work- or Derby, 6s. 3d.
rooms into which | have been. The place jjoot3
is one which is healthy morally as well as If you require “ Extra W*. e
physically and financially.” writes us. We have fJaL gt gd<
to fit vyou. Gents., 1 =*id
—Factory Times, August 8, 1906. 14s. 6d. LadieB’, from 6s.
When Ordering enolose postal °r4edij™ foo™0
and send us a pencilled outline o
Send Postcard for a piece of paper as a guide.
Patterns and Self-measurement Form. to J

Exchange.—We are always willing ret®”
any boots WhigH afp nok tif 6RSHA
menta. Our aim is to GIVE SATIS

GEO. JESSOP & SON. LTD_, Catalogue post free on application.
Clothing Manufacturers,

BATLEY, YORKSHIRE. WHITEHOUSE & CO., BOOT FACTORS

Printed and Published by tho Pionkkb Paisa, 2 Newoastle-Btroot, London, E.O.



