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busiasm and hypocrisy arc by no means mcom 
l atlble- The ivildcst fanatics I  ever knew, were real 
^ualists in their way of living, and cunning cheats tn 
hetr dealings with mankind.— TOBIAS SMOLLETT.

Murderous Bigotry.

^eek •' Press cuttings we have received this 
18 ° ne from a Manchester paper, reporting an 

St, j  vB , y Bishop Welldon to a “ men’s meeting” at 
said 0an 8 Church, Cheetham. Bishop Welldon has 
but foolish things about “ unbelief ” before,
m a n *8 time he was positively ill-conditioned. “ A 
Athei to contend with him,” he said, “ that an 
man W COû  be a good citizen. In two weeks that 
Be 1, ,as ôc^e<̂  UP for breaking windows in the city.

Now jt,n8were^ his own question.”
Bot ja the folly of this argument, if it can be called 
ed0caie  ̂ y unspeakable. It is astonishing that an 
¡0 a . ed 1131111 is allowed to talk such stupidity even 
first t o T * -  Bishop Welldon would be one of the 
him j?eri<to it if we were to turn the tables upon 
goes k ? forgot that an argument, like a motor-car, 
that wae^war<f as well as forward. Suppose, then, 
Os thal-6 Were.t° say: “ A man sought to contend with 
^eek8 Christian could be a good citizen. In two 
Be hû  raai1 was looked up for a criminal offence, 
talk in aaBwered his own question.” If we were to 
thGy Wfty Christians would call us idiotic, and
V not ° uld be quite right. One Christian’s orime 
of Bq . P,Qve that no Christian is a decent member 
that all61/ ’ Neither can one Atheist’s crime prove 

atheists are blaokguards and scoundrels.
80Ch Cannot believe that Bishop Welldon is quite 
Hatev .* as believe that there is any force 

CQ6tV n ^*8 atgnment. He must know better. 
P^yintwu1̂ 6’ . therefore, that he was deliberately 
“ men*1 ,7® bigot in order to mislead the peculiar 
u>re to f °  w?re listening to him. He would never 

v talk like that where he could be answered. 
8,Q(henpo say that if he had told even that
a0d, jjQ. that “ Charles Bradlaugh was an Atheist, 
*0013 . DS an Atheist, was not a good citizen,” he

WQ ave been soundly hissed. 
c°U3it; ePeat ^bat Bishop Welldon is simply ill- 
liletltal0ne^‘ ^  gentleman always respects the 
a8aUtJie and moral rights of others. He does not 
tr°m ^. that they are wicked because they differ 
himself03, recollects that he has differed from 
his intell does n°t  otter lies and slanders against 
able jjj icotual opponents. He treats them as honor- 
claioja D u?til they are proved to be otherwise. He 
agre6a infallibility. He is not dogmatio. He 
f W ^ t h  Douglas Jerrold that dogmatism is 
f°r the v,iRrown to maturity. He does not thirst 
C?88iou b^ ° d °t those who withstand him in dis- 
v°aracte does n°t even wish to destroy their 
° 6 cla i " r8; Ne concedes to them every right which 
,  <  l 8. for bimself.
?.e6ree displayed by Bishop Welldon is, in its
*ah birmf .Bame spirit that is displayed by Chris- 
s?ter8 . ta in Spain. The little bigot stabs char- 
s-^6rene ° G great bigot destroys lives. There is a 
ai|feretlce’ but, it is not one of kind; it is simply a

*»*78 ° ln 83Z0- Bishop Welldon strikes a poor,

nameless, obscure Atheist, apparently amongst the 
wretched army of the unemployed. The Spanish 
bigots seek to slay a distinguished Atheist like 
Professor Ferrer.

The Spanish bigots, alas, seem to be both more 
ambitious and more successful. As we write, at the 
very last moment before going to press, Professor 
Ferrer’s fate is trembling in the balance. According 
to reports which are too circumstantial to be wholly 
untrue, the travesty of justice which is called his 
trial is over ; he has been found guilty and sentenced 
to be bhot within forty-eight hours; and his doom 
appears to be sealed unless an arresting order comes 
from King Alfonso or his Ministers. That such an 
order will come we cannot believe. The clerical 
party, which really governs Spain, is not likely to let 
its coveted victim escape. Priests and soldiers (the 
eternal allies !) are dancing upon the helpless body of 
liberty in the classic land of the Inquisition.

Martial law, as Wellington said, is no law at all. 
It is the personal will or caprice of military officers. 
What sense, justice, and honor there is in it the 
world saw in the Dreyfus case. It is naturally 
worse in the Ferrer case,— for Spain is so much 
worse than France. French officers took their 
orders from priests; and Spanish officers are, of 
course, rather more than less obedient to the man­
date of God’s representatives.

Only a besotted or a fettered and gagged people 
could tolerate this parody of justice. We are glad to 
see that popular protests have been made in countries 
where the grip of the priest is not so suffocating. 
At Paris, at Rome, at Geneva, at Amsterdam, the 
“ mob,” as hireling journalists call them, have 
created “ scenes ’’ outside the Spanish Embassies. 
We are delighted that the “ mob ” have so much 
honest life in them. It is well that somebody 
should wax indignant when bigoted scoundrels are 
preparing to wade in the blood of honest thinkers. 
It is just this “ vulgar” indignation that saves the 
world from utter infamy.

All accounts agree that Professor Ferrer has 
borne himself nobly. “ He sat in quiet dignity,” 
the Daily News correspondent says, “ with an occa­
sional smile of kindly scepticism.” We are not sur­
prised that “ his tired eyes bore the marks of the 
sleepless nights.” We know what happens in Mont- 
juich and elsewhere. Gethsemane goes before Cal­
vary with Ferrer as with Christ; only the Atheist 
does not faint or fail. Reuter’s telegram says that 
when driven from the court of trial to Montjuich he 
“ looked cheerful and smiling.” Thus do heroes face 
their fate ; heroes who look for no reward beyond 
death, except perhaps a little gratitude from a more 
enlightened posterity.

Should Francisco Ferrer be shot, as he probably 
will, London Freethinkers should come to St. 
James’s Hall on Sunday evening and register tlieir 
solemn protest against this iniquity. Their tioket- 
money will not make a farthing difference to the 
lecturer. We invite them purely in the name of 
the groat cause. The dead cannot be brought to life 
again ; a great crime cannot be undone; but the 
stern condemnation of it before the world helps to 
keep alive the conscience of humanity, and pledges 
those who resent it all the more deeply to the battle
for freedom and righteousness. _  __ _G. W . Foote.
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Under New Management.

It is not at all unusual to see displayed in a shop 
window the notice, “ This establishment is now under 
entirely new management.” Presumably it is an 
indication that the old management left much to be 
desired, and that things will be more satisfactorily 
conducted in the future. As a confession of past 
faults the notice is praiseworthy; as a promise of 
better conduot in store it is admirable. Pessimists 
may regard such notices with suspicion, but others 
of a cheerier disposition will feel inclined to give the 
new-comers a trial, and will hope that new manage­
ment will mean new methods. At any rate, they 
will feel that if a business is not conducted with 
satisfaction to the public, it is entirely the fault of 
those who have it in charge, and so far optimism has 
a basis in common sense.

Differently worded, but the same in substance, this 
notice is now being conspicuously displayed by all 
those Christians who delight in calling themselves 
“ Progressive.” Generally they admit that business 
has been bad ; but this, they hasten to explain, is 
because the public taste has not been consulted and 
the wrong kind of goods has been kept in stock. So 
they announce that certain branch establishments of 
the soul-saving business have had their stock over­
hauled; much of it has been rejected as unsuitable 
and unsaleable, and a new management has been 
installed. Quite a large assortment of new goods 
are now kept on hand; if people do not see what 
they require they are requested to ask for i t ; and so 
they hope to be favored with a continuance of public 
patronage. Unfortunately— for particular firms only 
— many of the old customers have tranferred their 
patronage elsewhere, while others have learned to 
use quite another class of goods. So it may happen 
that the new management may find itself drifting 
towards bankruptcy instead of arriving at ease and 
affluence.

It is not, however, quite as easy for the Christian 
Churches to revise their methods and to restock their 
premises as it is for the ordinary business concern. 
In the ordinary way supply depends upon demand, 
and the man who opens a business depends upon the 
existence of a particular taste for success. He has 
not to create, but merely to satisfy. In religious 
matters things are the other way about. It is not 
the taste that creates the supply, but the supply that 
developes the taste. Left alone, the clergy are con­
stantly lamenting, man’s “ spiritual ” nature atro­
phies. Ho loses all interest in, and finally all taste 
for, the goods supplied by these “ spiritual ” sales­
men ; and, like the reformed smoker or drinker, often 
becomes quite intolerant of their presence. And 
while the appetite for this particular class of wares 
needs constant stimulation, the wares themselves 
do not admit of very groat change. The labels 
may be changed on the articles, but that is about all 
that ever takes place, or can take place.

From the Freethinker’s point of view the attempts 
of the Christian Churches to revise their teachings 
and reconstruct their doctrines is a pleasing spec­
tacle. It is an admission that Christianity is un­
fitted to tho times, and also that Freethought 
criticism contained at least some truth. And it is 
possible that the Freethought attack evidenced much 
more wisdom and justice than Christians are at 
present prepared to admit. Still, it is pleasing to 
find advanced Christians taking up with tho more 
elementary of Freethought teachings, even though 
those are propounded with an air of reckless heroism 
calculated to make ono smile. To find Christians 
recoiling from the charge of orthodoxy as peoplo 
once did from that of Atheism is strong evidence of 
the change that has come over apart of the religious 
world. Now Theologians look down upon other 
believers with all the conscious superiority of a 
fourth standard schoolboy watching an infant’s first 
attempts at pothooks and hangerR. Baptists and 
Methodists protest that the time has gone by for 
demanding a litoral acceptance of time-honored doc-

trines. Prominent members of the Chare 
England are emphatic in their assertion o£ 
necessity of reconstructing Christian beliefs- „ 
one quarter or another nearly every 8Pecl 
Christian teaching is being either rejected or ^ 
almost beyond recognition. Very soon . 0f 
people who will be receiving the pure hg 
orthodox Christian teaching will be those w ■ jjea 
vide the material on which our missionary so 
operate. .

Let us do the clergy justice. They were n > ^  
are not, in any great hurry to revise Christian ^ 
ing. It is not they who discovered the fa'sl 
Christian teaching— at least, it is not 
made these falsities public. The step is neverj0‘r 6o 
save as a desperate resource, and the reasons i 
doing are fairly accurately stated. The rnos ^ ot 
gressive ” of them say plainly that the rea ^  Dot 
revising Christian teaching is that people j8 
satisfied with them as they are. If y10 0 jjelt 
were satisfied the doctrines might be as f»ls0<g DOt a 
the clergy would go on teaching them- K ^ ¡ s  
question of what is. true, it is a question o ft0d 
safe, of what is profitable. At their conferee ¡f tbs 
congresses the clergy warn each other tna ^ ¡s -  
rising generation do not hear the truth fI°gom0 of 
tian teachers it will from unbelievers. world of 
the truth must be told ; and there will be * the 
difference between the whole truth as to 
unbelieving teacher, and the carefully wa ,,genil0' 
version that may be given from the pulpit- .cjsr0 is 
men,” they say, “ science is abroad and ao0they say, _______ _
active. We have tried to crush the - ,
failed. We have tried ignoring the eneD?  ̂ na Jet 
also. Let us then take the bull by the h° ¿n(j by 
pose as impartial and scientific _ inquirer , j eStroC' 
conceding a little, save the remainder n ° boa06 
tion.” To eaoh other they say, let us 0 . j0 $ $  
as we must be ; it will prove more Pr0 ‘ t00
obstinate adherence to detected dishonesty- ^¡»t ft 
public there is exhibited the announce jgi
new management is inaugurated ; a ne ^  
in that is calculated to please the mode

w b y M it

The cot'
suit modern requirements

The uninitiated may well inquire, ^  
neoessary to revise Christian teaching* _0 fro 
rection to Christian teaohing mus aod°.„bsecular ^secular science, secular ethics, 

ely no other 
)me, revelatior

both out of fashion. And if we ha' o ““onjflr

seemar science, secular ei/muo, [̂0ta
There is positively no other directio ...0IJ $
correction can come, revelation an^ jean* ^

no0;
is the truth from seoular science a . B%ug 
logy, why waste time in getting triDes/ „ » 
things served up again as religi°as ret»101 Jot 
only sensible reason for revising an ivop°rmt
religion would be that it contained wjjere* gl
thing that could not bo discovers 0(j obj01? ce$
to revise Christian beliefs with the a ,0aCking>.P' {jfjo 
making them square with scientific -Dg sCleov0r' 
us in the ridiculous position of und0 I' and . jic
men for their admittedly valuab e ^  the V 0̂ e 
paying religious proaohors for °> tbrUfcbs t" 
a faint and distorted presentnaen ^ Dd 1
nothing to them for their existo Jr 
not bo overlooked that it is tho c - n of y, afo1i 
vitally interested in a re-interpro dep0D, }j» '̂ 
beliefs. Thoir existence as an m08

> < > > *
for

beliefs. Thoir existence as an 
the people having the *ru^ j ie 
dressed in a religious garb. 
part in the movemont are, w gr0 
pulling tho chestnuts out of t 
of thoir “ spiritual masters.” , ,̂y the00 

One would be more impress0 so** „n0\e " 
at reconstruction if the clergy 
honestly to work to 
elaborated Christian beliefs

the P
discover

r e a l l y ^
by

oiauuraiou onrisinin BBHW- - tH0 *'*afiS0tB!.hgl 
But nono of them ossay this tas > ^ 0 r ¡¡to
would bo too disastrous. ^ lS’ n(ln, buf Dltjje ^aOT 
a question of what tho cre0 _s, coa10̂  pje^  jb0
may be made to mean 
mind is ingeniousililuu in^uuiuuu V»- cJ . i 1 ¡1“ *̂
thing. Just as it was onoo , „¡0 per>01 
“ day ” of Genosis mean a gee t>
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®xPreseion in the Psalms teach the whole of the
Oopernican astronomy, so we now find men like
Mr- R- J. Campbell attributing to a simple Galilean
Peasant, views of life that are the products of modern
cl̂ ilisation. The crude and savage superstitions upon
7fich such beliefs as those of the Resurrection, the
Atonement, the efficacy of prayer, etc., are based, and -- — V, Ui.1t’ tJillCjclCy OI Pra,J , i a
and without which they would never have existed, 
are completely ignored. It is enough that mis- 
‘rented ingenuity can twist them into agrec.ru 

* lth current ethical ideals and social theories 
Apparently it never dawns upon these reoonstruotors 
“at there is scarcely a piece of ancient legen 

Mythology that could not, by the same method, be 
converted into a forecast of exact science, btill less 
18 ‘t recognised that social and ethical ideals are no 
ifore miraculously created than are forms of life,

Oman ideals are born of the surroundings a
^hich men and women have their being, and it 
as sensible looking for modern theories of life amon„ 
Primitive peoples -  «*• — ^  tnr a'
Beethoven or
Central Africa. „„ ,
f^he best of it, or the worst of it is, that the efforts 

cf these reconcilers are all in vain. The most that 
can be done is to postpone for awhile the date of the 
downfall. The “ new management” sum may be

as it would be to search for a 
a Wagner among the inhabitants of

consm'n *' J'uo "  new management ” sign may uo 
duch displayed, but the old methods, and

the old stock, remain. For a time peopletouch .
i, ay be deceived and then the awakening comes and

it is in thePast T  reck°ning arrives. Rooted as 
°f N cpendent upon the survival of primitive modes 
civil; 0ll8ht for its being, it is the fate of religion in 
^0st 8°c e°nntries to always linger in the rear of the 
again h! m° 8t oxact thought. But every now and 
Pracf between faith and fact, between
is ¿¡¡,C° and theory, becomes too large, and then it 
iequiSC0Vere^ ^bat religion needs adapting to “ the 
air 0fr^rn°.n â of modern criticism,” and, with all the 
admiff !\rlDS pioneers, a portion of the new truth is 
bood et* ln ord8r that the balance of the old false- 
d0tBi b e  retained. Meanwhile, the area of life 
reliRi ate<̂  religion becomes steadily smaller, 
* it>  0Us beliefs become more and more attenuated, 
Q̂tiorf 111016 certain promise of their ultimate disso- 

preilli ‘ To recur to our original metaphor, the firm’s 
big^g^6® may be redecorated, and the stock refur- 
Ta*, ’ bat the custom is drifting in other directions, 
d® * are altering, and other commodities are in 
Btocjj00, And the famous old firm is left with a 
fortn m unsaleable goods on hand, watching its 
Ub-fn j CUstomers hastening to patronise a more 

 ̂ to'date establishment. C. COHEN.

I*
The Growth of Legends.

laststated y eeb ’8 article  on “  The F our G ospels,”  it was 
ages tB ^  fa iry  ta les grew  so rapidly in oredulous 
bian’g "  th ey  often  sprang up round about a 
agQ)t v n?m e w hile he was yet alive.”  A  few  days 
cbair 6p 6V- D r. M arshall, in his address from  the 
di6or ,0.̂  the B aptist U nion, endeavored to  heap 
^ates f Upon th at statem ent by  olaim ing early 
of earl-01' ^b0 G ospels, and by assum ing the existence 

t(l0r ¿oou m en ts still. Here are his ow n wmrds : 
the ^°me years ago, scholars assigned our Gospels to 
6ar].second century, and oven now no one places them 
th e '01- than about 60 a.d. But if it is proved that 
pal 6 am Aramaic documents written for the early 
at>d t l f lan Church, lying behind our present Gospels, 
earli t° a*i °ur Gospels are compilations from several 
actue,r 80t>rce3, we get so much nearer the time of the 
P°ssih' ,.occurrence of the events, and there is less 

» Sir vv0 ly error> or the formation of myth and fable,
tai U M. Itamsay and Dr. Salmon have both main- 
down ,re0ently that Christ’s discourses were written 
°Pti ■ during his own life-time. If that is rather too 
¡n„a ,llst‘c, there is no doubt whatever that the ‘ say- 
Pers 0l' Josus were collected very early by one or more 

t)r, jyj 0118 Who actually heard them.” 
bis A r n ^ ^  m ay rest assured th at the existence o f 

1 m aic docum ents w ill never be proved , nor

that of any other documents prior to our Gospels; 
and it is equally impossible to demonstrate that 
the Synoptics were in use before the close of 
the first century. But the point to be emphasised 
now is that, even if the Gospels could be assigned 
to as early a date as 60 A.D., the case for their 
historicity would not be strengthend in the least. 
We go further still and assert that, even if it could be 
proved that portions of them were written during 
Jesus’s own lifetime, and the remainder immediately 
after his death, the truth of their narratives would 
be quite as open to challenge as it is now. We have 
no hesitation whatever in declaring that the credi­
bility of the birth-stories would not be established 
even if it were a fact that Matthew and Luke re­
ceived them from the lips of Joseph and Mary them­
selves. Dr. Marshall’s argument on this point is 
positively absurd. He Bays: “ The Jews were in­
capable of inventing such a story, contravening as it 
does their theology and moral preferences. There­
fore, being ancient and not invented, it must be 
true.” How does the reverend gentleman know that 
the Jews could not have invented such a story ? A 
great German soholar, Dr. Wilhelm Soltan, says (The 
Birth of Jesus Christ, p. 43) that “ not only in form, 
but also as regards matter, may the conception of a 
Virgin Birth be traced back to Biblical ideas,” while 
“ those elements drawn from heathen mythology can 
be detected which promoted the transformation of 
Christian ideas and the development of a wrong con­
ception.”

It is interesting to find two Christian scholars like 
Dr. Marshall and Dr. Soltau flatly contradicting each 
other’s statements, and expressing views diametri­
cally opposed on a subject which, for the former, is 
of vital importance. The strange thing is that Dr. 
Marshall, while utterly disbelieving “ the stories of 
children begotten from divine fathers ” with which 
Greek mythology “ swarms,” pronounces a similar 
story told of Jesus entirely true; and he pronounces 
it true on two grounds— namely, the inability of the 
Jews to invent it, which is a highly debatable point, 
and the alleged fact that Luke i., ii. “ is essentially the 
most archaic thing in the whole New Testament,” 
which is another fundamentally disputable state­
ment. Dr. Soltan, on the contrary, contends that 
theologians like Paul had paved the way for the 
introduction of myth into the Gospels. He says:—

“  Here, then, the myth-making imagination of Chris­
tians, roused to religious enthusiasm, settled, and sought 
to remodel in a form intelligible to the senses, what had 
been puzzled out by the brains of philosophers and 
dogmatists; and in this task widely diffused fables 
again came to their assistance.”

Dr. Marshall admits, however, that “ the evidence 
for the Virgin Birth is not so strong as for the 
Resurrection,” that the Gospel of Mark makes no 
allusion to it, that it “ did not form part of the early 
apostolic evangel,” and that “ it is definitely recorded 
only in Matthew i. and Luke i.” Then he adds: 
“ When we come to examine these chapters we find 
there a sober, dignified, circumstantial narrative, 
bearing on its forefront the elements of verisimili­
tude ; snch that wo may confidently say that if it 
had not been for the two verses (i. 34, 35) containing 
the ‘ Annunciation ’ no one would ever have ques­
tioned its authenticity." The Principal must have 
penned that curious sentence in his sleep. Had he 
been awake he would have remembered the serious 
discrepancies between Matthew and Luke, and how 
the one account of the birth and its attending events 
makes the other impossible. Apart from the mere 
virginity of the birth, there is nothing in common 
between the two narratives. According to Matthew, 
Jesus was born when the air was alive with peril and 
persecution, when Herod was on the watch for the 
appearance of a powerful rival king, and when, to 
insure its safety, the new-born babe had to be 
suddenly snatched away into Egypt. According to 
Luke, the birth occurred at a time of general 
expectancy, when there was, on all hands, an 
eager desire to welcome the child as the Lord’s 
anointed, and when there took place, neither the

i
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flight into Egypt nor the massacre of the innocents 
by Herod, but the happy visit of the shepherds, the 
angels’ song of praise, and the peaceful presentation 
at the temple on the eighth day, and then the quiet 
return to Nazareth. And yet, in spite of these 
glaring contradictions, Dr. Marshall has the effron­
tery to say that here “ we find a sober, dignified, 
circumstantial narrative, bearing on its forefront the 
elements of verisimilitude.”

Principal Marshall was anxious to convince his 
audience that “ the aloofness of the Jews from other 
nations made them averse from borrowing anything 
from their heathen neighbors, much less their re­
ligion ” ; but he forgot that Christianity was never 
truly a Jewish religion. Indeed, there are scholars 
to-day who aver that Jesus himself was not a Jew. 
In any case, before any Gospel came to be written 
the Christians had practically ceased to be Jews. 
They had thrown off what they called the yoke of 
bondage to the law of Moses. But they retained the 
Jewish Scriptures and the various stories of the 
birth and childhood of Jesus, borrowed from Pagan 
sources, owed their final form to the Old Testament. 
“ But the idea that the Holy Ghost begat Jesus can 
have had no other than a Hellenio origin,” because 
in Hebrew the Spirit of God is generally feminine, 
on which account he appears in the Gospel of the 
Hebrews as the mother of Jesus.” After referring 
to these significant facts, Wilhelm Soltau draws the 
following conclusion, in which we fully concur:—

“  There was a tradition which transferred the birth­
place of Jesus from Nazareth to the town of David, but 
in doing so allowed the fact that Joseph was the father 
to stand. In the earliest recast of this a few fabulous 
elements o f  Hellenistic origin were inserted towards the 
end of the first century a .d . All these insertions, which 
were three in number, referred what had been handed 
down and proclaimed in honor of the Roman Emperor, 
especially of Augustus, to the true Savior of the world. 
Thus the announcement of blessing in the case of 
Augustus (cp. p. 68) was made use of in Luke ii. 14; 
the supernatural birth of Augustus was in Luke i. C f., 
Matthew i. 19 f., transferred to Jesus; and finally, the 
journey of the magi with the intention of seeking out 
the new light of the world in the West became an 
ovation on the part of the wise men to the child Christ ” 
(The Birth of Jesus Christ, p. 49, 50).

Now, according to Dr. Marshall, what are groundless 
myths and legends in Pagan religions are become 
historical facts in Christianity. Jesus was actually 
born of a virgin and actually rose from the tom b; 
but these incidents in the history of the true Savior 
of the world are but empty fables as related of all 
others. If you ask the reverend gentleman for his 
evidences he has none to furnish. He can only play 
the dogmatist and exclaim, “ Christianity was the 
fulfilment and historic realisation of Hebrew fore­
casts and Pagan foregleams ; but it did not grow out 
of them.”

W e maintain, on the contrary, that Christianity is 
but one of the religions in the world, and is neither 
better nor worse than the average of them. There 
is in it as great an accretion of the mythical and 
fabulous elements as in the most superstitious among 
them. Jesus was a miracle-worker, a magician, a 
superhuman being, an incarnate deity. He never 
appears on the canonical page as a mere man, and 
the impression conveyed is that all who came into 
touch with him took him either for a god or for a 
devil, but never for an ordinary human being. What 
we claim is that this is what fable made of him. 
But, cries the theologian, there was no time for fablo 
to do its work between the death of Jesus and the 
writing of the first Gospel. That is sheer nonsense. 
Legends spring up as speedily as Jonah’s gourd. It 
was not his successors that called Alexander a son of 
Zeus; that was his characterisation of himself. 
Augustus had such a high opinion of himself that he 
unblushingly assumed the exalted position of a son 
of Apollo. Plato was scarcely cold in his grave 
before he was deified by his admirers. Between 
sixty and seventy yoarsago there arose a new religion 
in Persia called Babiism, the founder of which was 
almost immediately crowned with divinity. There

is, therefore, nothing unreasonable or improbable  ̂
the statement that Jesus was from the f r_s , 
more or less mythical character— so mythical, i00e 
that it is quite impossible to determine, even > 
ever really lived at all, what he was like. Ot .., 
Christ eulogised in the latter portion of Dr. Mars >  ̂
address, there is no risk whatever in saying tba  ̂
is a pure creation of the theological imagination, ^  
that the sooner he disappears the better it WI
for the genuine progress of the race. nJ. T. LhOru-

St. Anne de Beaupre.

This famous basilica and shrine, situated 0 ^
River St. Lawrence, twenty-one miles below J 
was recently visited by the writer, who, thin 
would interest readers of the Freethinker to 
how deeply rooted superstition is in that Par.:cUiar0 
world, ventures to supply the following par 
concerning the same. g the

First as to the saint. Tradition says she 
mother of the Virgin Mary; this being so, i D(p 
that she was grandmother to Jesus — the |atfcef 
father being Joachim, or Eli-achim. Of t be 
very little is known, his prestige or glory-- '  ̂ 0f bi0 
had any— being completely eclipsed by  ̂ tbi3
better half. As to St. Anne’s connection
part of the world, tradition again relates was s6ven 
about in this wise : In the early part of . 0I1 b 1
teenth century some Breton mariners, over 
a violent storm while navigating the St. , fro01 
solemnly vowed to St. Anne that, if de 
the danger which encompassed them, ■ ^  
erect a sanctuary in her honor on the j,ailfc ®
they should land. The saint obliging, v0^a a00 
small wooden chapel in fulfilment of r8 ag°’
called it by her name. This was over ~"J struct0^? 
since which time it (and the succeeding  ̂de'°1' 
erected on the spot) has become the ¡raoal0tlB  ̂
pilgrimsseekingrestorationof healthan a0]es 
obtaining it. It is claimed that great 8'c
wrought there, oven as of old times, an bear’
are healed, the blind made to see, the . 00 ,
the lame to walk with ease, and th°3 the&^Jhe 
death have strength and vigor imparte . n 0f " h 
that, too, suddenly— through the intmc cbor£i 
Virgin Mary’i 
was replaced
subsequently reouiic ana ennugo»,“ -  - 
the present magnificent edifice, whic _ b 1 
the dignity of a basilica by Pope .
in 1887. . .u- „ arcbtteot: 0f

It is a fine specimen of 0 ° r,n ^ »  ai 
and is of immense proportions, j “- u ^  ia rfb0

'Vis

•bt

that, too, suddenly— through the inti0 . ob01 
Virgin Mary’s mother. The primiti'0 ^  wb11 

by a larger structure in \v»y
rebuilt and enlarged, fin ( ra>®.

in ui miuKuiau piupuniiuu«. JjIlcJ
St. Anne, of great beauty, surmoun^ heig^ 
between twin towors rising to a gre , 0(jrals 
interior rivals the most famons ca . py cai-.

The he&r l L  f i < iworld in imposing grandeur, in 0 Vn® ¡̂(¡1
and decorated statue of the saint, w ,.ze0e . ,0)
her arms—both orowned and midJ*0
jewels— stands in the centre of t an e
few feet from the communion rai» jarg0
polished column of Mexican onyx- o0 ar® pat0 

On oaoh side of the principal ê a00  ̂ tb0 
pyramids of crutches and walking- ..^puy -jid0' 
left by former owners as mate qipesepP. fi00 
saint’s intervention on their behal . crut0 [0B3es
in addition to the many scores 1 0fcs 01
walking-sticks, contained a f0W , 00 a00 ,
and supports, leg and ankle irons, jjs th03
club-footed persons whose shoi , Q wi^0 . c^e 
lengthened so as to enable them in g‘a i e f
artificial aids, and, some distance a ctacl0S. 0 ,
placed on walls, wore a host of |oBs03> 
glasses with plain and coloro mostly , 
cases filled with tobacco-pip08’ Boti00 {ej\0it 
though a few homely clays ^ by tb tP e 
thorn— all presumably gifts **
in grateful acknowledgment ¡ved
sufferings and infirmities re
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An invalid chair 
evidence near to the pyramids, but 

memento of past sufferings relieved

Powerful intercession of the saint 
Waa also in 

hether as a uiumcauc
, c°red is not known. r
Another statue of the saint rests on a column or 

whlte marble, to which some deeply venerated relics 
â e attached— a fragment of her finger bone, a part 
° the saint’s wrist sent by Leo XIII., and a, Por 
?! the rock from the grotto in which the saint gav 
blrth to the Virgin Mary. . _ „„

The church, if anything, is over-decorated, mag 
“ ‘ficently carved marble being much used wherever 
Possible; the pews have richly carved ends, the 
stained glass windows are very handsome, and the 
£ot>ve offerings have apparently been so lavishly 
bestowed that the authorities have had no other 
^course than to expend the easily acquired wealth 
n this manner. ,

The building is electrically lighted, and from ^ e 
a>-rangement of the lamps it was easy to see that 

Principal objects of interest oould be brilliantly 
“mminated, and thus shown to advantage when 
Squired. _ .

Collecting-boxes are everywhere, with either ie 
M 8 “ Pour lea Ames an purgatoire” (for the souls 

the purgatory) or “ Tronc los pauvres (poor-hox) 
P'aced upon them.
, A bazaar for the sale of relics, orucifixes, rosaries, 
eads of many kinds, and souvenirs of the visit to 

, • Anne, is in a portion of the church building, an 
°ea an enormous trade, as all pilgrims are expected 
’rm0^ ^o, patronise the store for these articles.

R thousands of tourists visit Sb. Anne s de 
eaupre, impelled by the curious scenes witnessed 

„ ere and the costly works of art possessed by the 
¡^ t h a r y ; and the high esteem in which the saint 

held is shown by the remarkable increase in the 
Perennial pilgrimages to her shrine. In 1871 there 
7®re 17,200 visitors; in 1884, 61,000; in 1889, 
;.,°'000; in 1898, 130,000; 1902, 150,000; and 1907 
j,’ . ">008— which number will be largely increased, 

m expected, this year.
„ the Redemptorist Fathers in charge deliver their 
sermons in German, Italian, Dutch, Flemish, and 
Panisb, as well as in English and French.
.the Juvenat

S>8teri and Convent of the Redemption
8 are in the rear of the church.

F. Smallman.

Hold the Fort.

E very poor man longs for heaven, 
Underneath the skies.

Not when he’s in the graveyard,
But before he dies.

Every poor man knows that idlers 
Ought to work somehow ;

He knows eternal life is here ;
The judgment day is Now.

Kings and creeds have crushed tho pooplo . 
Everywhere we go ;

Little children walk baro footed 
Through each winter’s snow.

Politicians still divide us 
As they have of yore,

But when men learn that they aro brothers 
Thoy’ll divide no more.

Then speed tho battle, fast and faster,
Fight for life and peace,

Men must triumph over masters,
Slavery’s blight must cease.

When tho sentinel in the watch tower 
Answers back, “  All’s well,”

This earth will bo a human heaven,
And not a poor man’s hell. J. F. S.

The Qi ■.
,'°U ¡ts “'Wgument that if Christianity is a human fabrica­
t e s  .j ’*thors must havo been either good or bad men, 

P.etSong ,°r granted that there are but two classes of 
good and the bad. There is at least one other 

e'0llg t o \ r iataken’ an<̂  both of (ho othor classes njay 
his— Ingersoll.

Acid Drops,

The Church Congress has decided that the Church ought 
not to bo disestablished and disendowed. Shoemakers will 
soon be deciding to support the leather trade.

The members of Bournemouth Town Council hate Sunday 
tramcars. They have decided by thirty-one to ten to have 
nothing to do with them. They hate the referendum too— 
and perhaps are afraid of it. By a majority of twenty-five to 
seventeen they have decided not to take a poll of the rate- 

: payers.

Sunday Concerts caused trouble recently at Portrush. 
Now a fresh trouble is caused by Sunday Golf. The Sabba­
tarians are making a dreadful fuss about it. But they are 
not having all their own way in the Northern Whig. One 
pious gentleman, who assumes to represent both religion 
and morality, is told by another correspondent that he “ has 
no more right to interfere with Sunday golf because he does 
not like it than golfers have to object to his Church." A 
seasonable truth politely but firmly expressed.

Of course the Coleraine Presbytery had to have a say in 
the matter. The reverend gentlemen were not going to 
allow competition with their business on the Lord’s Day 
without a struggle. They therefore met and passed a series 
of trade resolutions—which had the usual value of such 
things. One of these resolutions was really funny, although 
it was probably not meant to be so. Sunday golf was 
declared to be “  a gross and unwarrantable outrage on the 
conscientious convictions and the prevailing sentiments of 
the local community.” One would think that tho Sunday 
golfers wanted to make the general community play golf on 
the blessed Sabbath, whereas they only want to play the 
game themselves. How on earth can one man who plays 
golf on Sunday outrage the conscientious convictions of 
another man who doesn’t want to play golf on Sunday? 
One man cannot possibly outrage another man’s convictions. 
Convictions are personal. A man may outrage his own— 
but not his neighbor’s.

The Northern Whig's leaderette on the matter is also 
amusing. Without discussing Sunday golf on its merits, 
our contemporary holds that “ there is always harm in doing 
that which offends the religious feelings of the people who 
beliove that Sunday recreation is wrong.” According to this 
principle, the people whose “ religious feelings ”  are against 
any proceeding have the right to call upon all their fellow 
citizens to abstain from it—no matter what their “ feelings” 
may bo on the subject. Our contemporary does not even 
say how many people with “  religious feelings ”  have tho 
right to rulo the rest. By tho argument as presented, one 
man could say to a whole nation : “  You musn’t do that; it 
offends my religious feelings.” Now, as our old friend 
Euclid says, this is absurd. ____

The Church Congress discussed Socialism. Some of the 
parsons were for it, more wero against it. Nobody paid 
Jesus Christ the compliment of considering what he taught. 
Jesus Christ was a Communist. His earliest disciples had 
all things in common. This would suit the poor curates. It 
would never suit the bishops. “ Share and share aliko” is 
always most appreciated by those who don’t stand to lose 
by it. ____

If the Church fails to inspire Socialism with her spiritual 
faith, says tho Bishop of Southwark, tho tragedy of tho 
modern world will be at its height. Probably this is only 
his lordship’s sly way of hinting that the comic clement will 
be absent.

The President of the Baptist Union has curious ideas of 
what constitutes proof. He believes that the Resurrection 
of Jesus was necessary “ to clear up the awful mystery of 
Calvary.”  So tho way to clear up one absurdity and make 
it rational is to assume another. Mystery-mongering is like 
lying. Tell one lie, and there is needed a score to back up 
that one. Give an absurdity lodgement in one’s mind, and 
a host of its relations will immediately claim, and receive, 
hospitality. If instead of “  awful m ystery"  Principal 
Marshall said awful muddle or awful nonsense, his langua»o 
would offer a closer approximation to tho facts.

Dr. Marshall also says of the Virgin Birth that this “  must 
be true,” because the Jews were incapable of inventino it ; 
and also the early dates accepted for tho authorship of thè 
Gospels did not give time for myths and legends to grow up. 
Which shows tho utter worthlessness of critics writin« or
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speaking on Christian origins, and confining themselves to 
matters of textual criticism. Dr. Marshall may have the 
Gospels as early as he pleases; it did not need time for 
legends to grow u p ; in certain atmospheres legends are 
already there, full grown, and all that is needed is a peg to 
hang them on. Divine birth has been asserted of more than 
one ancient personage during his lifetime. Miracles have 
been recorded of scores and hundreds of people who walked 
and talked with the very people who credited them with 
miraculous powers. Dr. Abbot, in his Life o f Beckett, has 
given us an account of this process of miracle manufacturing, 
related in all sincerity by people who were contemporary 
with Canterbury’s murdered hero. The Virgin Mother myth 
was a widespread belief in the Pagan world, with an elabo­
rated system of worship. The time element is really not of 
much importance in such investigations; it is the culture 
element that is significant. And in a certain culture the 
marvel is not that stories are told such as those associated 
with the name of Jesus, but that they should be absent. 
Textual criticism is a very interesting study, but one is 
inclined to think that its importance is vastly overrated— 
often for interested reasons. It is certainly less dangerous 
to the Christian Churches that attention should be focussed 
on the precise date or composition of certain documents than 
that it should be directed to the mental conditions amid 
which religious beliefs take their rise, and the conditions 
that aid their perpetuation. _

Principal Marshall told the Baptist Union that “ the most 
impressive argument to his mind to prove the Divinity of 
Christ is the influence which he exerted on those who were 
willing to learn from him.” Well, in that case the Divinity 
of Christ will never be proved. His disciples, whom he is 
supposed to have taught and trained for nearly three years, 
understood him so little at the end that, as soon as his great 
trial came, they forsook him and fled. “  He gave them new 
light on everything,” said the Principal; and yet immediately 
after his death they appear to have returned to their former 
avocations in Galilee. Would they have so easily and so 
totally lost confidence in him had he ever given them the 
impression that he was God tabernacling in human flesh, 
and after he had so often and so emphatically assured them 
that his death would be followed in a few days by a glorious 
resurrection ?

The Divinity of Christ is not a historical fact, but a dis­
tinct creation of theology. The disciples followed a man 
whom they simply believed to be called of God to deliver 
Israel from the galling yoke of Rome. There are numerous 
traces in the Gospels, especially in the Fourth, of the process 
of deification ; but any impartial student of the New Testa­
ment can see plainly that originally Jesus was not a God, 
but originally became a God under the treatment of his fol­
lowers, the inventors and framers of his cult.

Sir George White, M.P., has discovered a new argument 
for the Budget. Ho told a Free Church meeting at Halstead 
that the Budget was in Btrict accord with tho teaching of 
the New Testament. Liberal Christians may endorse the 
statement. Conservative Christians will deny it. Our own 
opinion is that it doesn’t matter either way.

Pastor Wise, of Liverpool, has been preaching on 11 Jesus : 
a Miracle.” Is this a reference to the Virgin Birth ? Pastor 
Wise had better leave that to his Catholic friends.

Mr. Arthur Roope Hunt, of Torquay, has excited the 
anger of the local Nonconformists. He wrote a lotter to a 
Torquay paper complaining of the “  audacity of fruit 
robbers ” in the town. Two boys, in broad daylight, had 
actually tried to steal seme of his peaches. That boys 
should go after forbidden fruit struck him as awful; although 
he probably did tho same thing, or something very much 
like it, when he was a boy himself. What, he asked him­
self, could be the cause of such enormous wickedness ? He 
decided that it was the result of the Nonconformist crusade 
against the Church Catechism. Such silliness, of course, 
only called for a laugh ; but the Nonconformists, who were 
never strong in humor, have taken the “  insult ”  with great 
soriousness, and tho local Froe Church Council has called 
upon Mr. Hunt to withdraw his “ disgraceful and slanderous 
statement.”  As they take it in this serious fashion, they 
have our sympathy. But are they not guilty of tho very 
offence which they resent—when it is directed against 
themselves? Do they not too often say or suggest that 
human virtue depends upon Christian belief ? And is not 
that the same sectarian bigotry which thoy denounce in 
Mr. Hunt ? ____

“ J. L. J.,” of Hampstead, who is a retired minister, 
believes that he still proves useful by devoting his time to
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petitioning the Lord on behalf of people in pstead 
interested. He prays for the ministers of “f . ¡n 
individually, and for every Congregational u'ml' 0f {he 
London. He has also prayed for every mens®* ssk0 
church to which he belongs. Now, assuming, f°r j10 ¡8 
of argument, that God does what in these prayor an 
asked to do, it follows that he does it out of r®8Pe° . bat 
old servant, or in response to reminders of bis 1 J  ̂a|[. 
does it not strike “ J. L. J.” as passing strange t ajo r e 3  to 
good and all-loving Father has to be repeatedly TlDi0rcOSsory 
do good to the offspring of his own heart? 1“ , jn {ho 
prayer, any prayer at all, implies a radical detec char- 
Lord’s character, and a radical defect in the Lor 
acter implies his non-existence.

“  Missions to Back Topic for last Sanday Iraces ? One man nf n  ? aces'” Which are the backward
“ ^cre is Do h n L  » God loca‘ es them in the Bast, where
heathen world, p -  ° /  tbe “ hard beastiality of »
totally lost and H,„°r oro.atures 1 their conscience is alnio~
conscience in 0, * rQ,SSIOnary j8 almost obliged to make
talks like that iseither dark sou,s’ ” A “ ““prejudiced, or both ^ m nfatbomably ignorant or mahgnaii I
of the Lord exclaim« u that he is both, this serra
of to-day and m-iii /  Jfhat a difference between the to
0,000 yearn a oT  at̂ d!aS on tho pinnacle of sinless p a f
fetish-worshiper* and^sf"  abySS between tbe * * * £twentieth century ! ta,wlesa Adam ¡” And all this in th

Taylor. Mina nan?° 28 Sarto, which is Italian &  
suicide at Milan in ’ a Dlece of hia Holiness, has committed 
possessed by ti e id aa ftttack of religious mania. She
accordingly^« sfn/!a b̂at Hhe mnst purify herself with 6/ ’ 
to herself. Whe Ped herself in petroleum and set V  
flames and ervimr (a8828tai2ce arrived she was bathed 
Oise.”  We » 1 /  Leave mo alone ; I  am going to fa
blessings of religion ^  th° Pope wil] Put this amongst

th^eGmJFree !̂nmpnUryf,e5 ribesas “ a he ” the assertio® 
but politicians mKbes ° f Eng,atltI no longer produce sai ’ 
for a difference of -e-8eems to be a good deal of 
is m th ecircZ s °PWWD ° “ tlw P°»t, and the word 
there is always on« m8 ratber VI’°lent. But in these c® , 
another for tho wi , rr,oasure for the orthodox Christian
had to describe B 8£eptic’ Joans a?° Mr’ S
the converted In« 1 Rev’ Hugh Price Hughes’s story
to be so a f S  ^ h°emaker as “ a ho " -a n d  
of defending or w it in ^  Wesleyan an oppose
hands in holy herm bdraY ‘ ug li- Christians held up { b
late Oeorge Z i T l ^  ^  word and tboyj t i
Some time afterwn i ^oa^G hold up his bauds wifck
use of tho word “ lw'^h °al1'„  HolJoake’s attention t j 
why he didn’f  ̂ ,, ,̂  PuMic friends of his, and ^
course U 7 as al? ^ G tb?.m’ Bat he never answered. "
in denouncing our “  bad°7e Wh°n h°  J’oin°d enough to beat „ «  i bad banners.”  Any stick is
language of an nld̂  freethinker with. To betro'
while a Freethinl- proverh> a Christian may steal a s er mustn t look over the hedge.

Perhaps the cream of that “  Atheist Shoemaker ^
xt in  f.Vin fnr»f. fVtn.f. •* l io  ”  orwi “  lin.l* ” arO

CO??

lay in the fact that “ lie ’ ’ and “ liar ” are 
words. There are 181 references to “ lie ” ln 
cordance, and 20 to “  liar ”— to say nothing of 
“  lyeth.”

Cruden 
lying

c®11:
aii®

rememberedA Theosophist is said to have _____  ,
of his previous incarnations be was a camel. 8 pa“ 
to believe it,”  said a candid friend, “ you've a 
bump.”

{h«

------- , is t6'Sbe’ miMrs. Besant is luckier in her remembrance^^^j {o ^  
ported in the American papers to have bad it ’ ’’ 'yjypfth99 
that in two of her previous incarnations sbe was ^¡j, 
Giordano Bruno. There is no false modesty a 0

• i ia
The blending of the spiritual with the fiDan°,[qje<>retlCal/ 

tbe strongest features of current Christianity- . ^  ¡vOi  0 f  
every clergyman has a “ ca ll” to his profes? ’nr. °\ni 
goes in obedience to the “ divine will." ®tl :SUJ. 
Aked, who had a call from God, via Rockcfci“^^ p9y

o»«. si

the churches want better preachers they ® ^  ^
money. The greatest reform, he says, ’ll & r
tho salary of every preacher. Then

5®
Father, Sou, and Holy Ghost: PoUDlH’0,y 

pence. Divine calls and higher salaries. H 
they run together I

be®u
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--------------  ~  .. _ . 11 Tf is becoming“ J. B.," of the Christian World, writes ' des structure, 
tecognised in physiology that functici P  ̂ body.”  In
•••...In other words, it is the soul that and preachers
other words, it means nothing of the ’ ^10y do use
should either leave scientific terms alon , 1 aud not mis-
them, pay some little regard to their m ii°tbat is meant 
lead the less informed of their readers. . ijon precedes 
hy those who take up the position J „.¡.terials composing 
structure is that the properties of tuo tho structure
a body determine its form or strudtu:re. ... i;on plus their
of a crystal is tho product of atomic „  soui "  in tho
ttmtual relations. It does not mean i ¿ako crystal
ctystal determining its shape. And w , ucb a stato- 
01 man, that is all that scientific men mean oy begin by
*ent. If oniy our preachers o£ . ^ f ^ i v e  ^hem a deal. 
Practising it in their speech, one migh ”  d s0 wo must 
But that is, perhaps, expecting too mne , tJje „¡Hory of 
content ourselves by putting the evil-d 
Public notice. ___

* 1 A',? ceWy prayer-meeting is held in one> mombors of
ho House of Commons for the boneh V bacb to 1833. 
Parliament. It is an old custom that go ^ hold about 

George Nicholls, M.P., says the room twenty
eighty, go a crowd is not expected. ,  But twenty
« ‘ end, so its promoters are not * » W ^ £ thall the per- 
ut of six hundred and seventy I A5 . j  tbo people,

eentago of church attendance amongst tho rest

of

kh0ni*je c° nrso of one of his talks to children, the Rev. T. 
and 1 • a ^bliam s informed his young readers that Abraham 
think*1 tia-88°C*a£;os n°t know very much about God. Wo 
W w  ttUS 38 ra,ther misleading. In our opinion, Abraham 
clu,i;„ a8 much about God as any man that ever lived—in- 

d,D8 Dr. Williams. ___
fjlĵ

in tb d « v a s t  Times solemly warns tho Government that 
formisf37611* o£ a dissolution it must not expect the Noncon- 
ih is io buPP°rt given to tho Liberal Party at tho last election. 
Hot res , °.auae many of them believe that neither courage 
d e a l in g - ° n caQ be P°°P£ed for from the Liberal Party in 
expect £be Education question. Well, we do not
Kent’s 11 °l£ber > hut it is rather too bad after tho Govern- 
Pleaso -,Ina*£'.rig itself an annual laughing-stock to try and 
gfatitui rc*'g‘ous supporters for them to show so much in- 
Govern '° ’ Courage and resolution would bo shown by tho 
ti°n . ̂ n t  if decided to deal with tho Education quos- 
decide 1°°^ bnes of justice and reason. But if thoy wore 
GoVet on the Baptist Times would doubtless denounce tho 
Hapti .^ ^ t  for turning religion out of the schools. Tho 
faflict* ‘ . me* remarks that it wants a policy that will not 
W0 ; IaJustice on any section of tho community. So do 
the'st t tbe policy that does this is that of keeping 

ato absolutely neutral in matters of religion.

must therefore try to explain his “  unbelief ” away. The 
favorite plan is to arguo that he was misled into Atheism in 
his youth, but was developing into a Christian when death 
cut short his career. There are other plans which we cannot 
specify at present. But the latest calls ono for a special word 
of recognition. A lady writer in T. P.’s Weekly—a paper 
in which one does not look for profound views—takes six 
columns to explain that Shelley “ pretended ”  to be an 
Atheist out of fun. This view of Shelley as a humorist 
takes the cake. We don’t think it is likely to be beaten. It 
is another case of place anx dames. Elizabeth Quautock 
wins the first prize, and Mr. T. P. O’Connor is the very man 
to hand it over to her.

Rev. Canon David Reith, vicar of St. Andrew’s, Watford, 
was preaching a sermon in the parish church of St. Alphege, 
Greenwich, on Tuesday evening, October 5, when ho sud­
denly fell back in the pulpit— dead. There is no moral, 
except that “  Providence ”  does not discriminate between the 
clergy and laymen. But what an extensive moral there 
would be if a Secular lecturer fell dead on the platform in 
tho middle of his discourse 1

Coastguard Maurice Millor, of Dovor, if tlioro is any truth 
in Christianity, is full of original sin,— from top to toe a 
rooking mass of spiritual corruption, who can do no good of 
himself, and fully deserves everlasting hell. That is tho 
Christian theory about him. But how does it squaro with 
the facts ? Ho was engaged with othor coastguards in 
trying to Bave the crew of tho brigantine Osprey, which was 
ashore between Shakespeare Cliff and tho Admiralty Pier. 
Heavy seas were running, and something went wrong with 
the rocket line after two of the crew were safely landed. 
The three men still on tho wreck woro apparently doomod, 
when Coastguard Miller volunteered to swim out to tho ship 
with a rope attached to tho breeches buoy. A large crowd 
watched his brave fight with the foaming sea, and when at 
last he reached tho ship and went up hand over hand on tho 
line thrown over to him, the roar of cheering rose high above 
the wind and waves. All tho men were got safely ashoro, 
and their heroic deliverer with them. We take off our hat 
to him. If there is a decent God, who keeps a decent 
heaven, Coastguard Millor will get there in front of most of 
tho clergy.

Lord Shuttloworth, addressing a Missionary mooting at 
Liverpool, wished his countrymon wero “ moro deeply 
interested in missions to those who were sunk in false 
roligions, in degrading superstitions and vices.”  But why 
go out of Liverpool to find such objects of missionary 
attention ? Catholics and Protestants both think each othor 
to have “  false roligions.”  Protestants regard Catholics as 
sunk in “  degrading superstitions,” and Freethinkers look 
upon Protestants in just the same light. And as for “ vices,” 
it would be difficult to find moro to tho square yard in any 
othor city in the world. ____

Th“ Mira ^ aTtist Times also believes that the old dictum 
“ *«0 r L ? . l 0..?0t..baPPen ”  no longer holds good. With a 
'ndicat'80rVO c‘£es two piece8 of newspaper ovidenco as 
Who k °£ £bo miraculous. One is an account of a wife 
did diiw dreatned her husband would die suddenly, and ho 
how a bear£ failure a few hours later. The other of 
UQtead i\n,8£er discovered, in a dream, the key to a hitherto 
We are** u  c*pber of John Wesley. Both instances indicate, 
WhoSo , ld’ tLat wo are surrounded by a spiritual world, 
that th aWS' o£c” o£c‘ Both instances seem to us only proofs 
it. ip, OBo who expect tho marvellous are very likely to find 
6verv 10-t0 are Pr°bably many thousands of wives who dream 
oveif i“ 18ht that some stroko of good or bad fortuno has 
G'ous« a their husbands. In one caso out of those many 
told i* . 8 the event coincides with the droam, and we are 
r°und 18 a Proof of the existence of a spiritual world all 
ar0 ¡ „ U8- The cases in which no such coincidences occur 
b°et» st°^0<̂  88 of no consequence. Or, again, a man has 
l>utin tudying for years to find the key to a certain cypher, 
sleep "  S] C0P, or rathor in that half-conscious state between 
ioatl wakening, a solution suggests itself. The gentle- 

11 Question felt sure the suggestion was due to an 
^ o cai: ° ic? - a^ ,  never having heard an angel’s voice, ho 
’ f^dontM 3t immediately. For our part, we see in this 

Boo tl a*" *"be hra' n functions independently of the will. 
havin„ 88,1110 thing in our waking moments when, aftor 
itself *n vain ovor something, tho problem solves
d'®crenf-n °  aro consciously thinking of something entirely
hatiop • , do a*0*1 suppose for a moment that this expla-
Want satisfy the Baptist Times. Those who really
Covered ° “Aa-rvelloua and tho supernatural always havo dis- 

and wo supposo always will.

bas tab°dox. Pe°plo can no longer pooh-pooh Shelley, llo  
en bis place among the great English poets. They

Henry Benson, who has just been sentenced to five 
yoars’ penal servitude for frauds in connection with Foltham's 
Bank and the International Securities Corporation, tried tho 
pious dodge with tho jury. Ho shed tears aud invokod tho 
name of the Deity. Ho expatiated on his “ rescue work ” 
in America, and declared that many prisoners went on their 
knees every night and exclaimed “ God bless Bombro ”—  
which is apparently his real name. Bonson-Bembro appears 
to be “ of tho circumcision,” for ho became a rabbi in America 
in order to carry on those pious labors. Yot ho had to admit 
under cross-examination that ho had boon convicted at 
Boston undor tho namo of Phillips as “ a common and 
notorious thief.”  Most of tho Benson-Bembro tribo go in 
for roligion. And tho police know it. Yot thoy cling to 
their old tradition that Freethinkers aro tho “ wicked ” 
pooplo.

How is it, by tho way, that Inspector Jenkins, of Islington, 
is allowod to carry on a police “  infidel crusado " all over 
London ? His agents aro sent to Freethought open-air 
moetings ovor the whole metropolis, with orders to tako 
down “  warm ”  passages in tho lectures, and to got tho 
names and addresses of tho lecturers. This espionage is 
worthier of Russia than of England. Tho explanation of it 
is that Inspector Jenkins is a Christian fauatic who preachos 
and runs a mission hall; that the Chiof Commissioner of 
Police, who sanctions Inspector Jenkins’ anti-infidol crusade, 
is another Christian fanatic ; and that tho Homo Secrotary 
is—what everybody knows ho is.

Tho Catholic Times doesn’t believo that “ the Spanish 
authorities” would torture prisoners. It says that thoy 
aro “ too humane to indulge in such practices.” Too 
humane! In the classic land of bullfights aud tho
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Inquisition. In the laud that produced Torquemada, Alva, 
Cortes, and Pizarro; the butchers of the Netherlands, of 
Mexico, and Peru. Our Catholic contemporary must be 
joking. ____

We have ourselves seen the marks of torture on the 
bodies of Spanish prisoners who suffered in Montjuich. We 
believe the evidence of our own senses rather than the 
assurance of “  the Bishops of the ecclesiastical province of 
Valencia.” Bishops!

Mr. J. N. Withers, the Blackburn County Court Registrar, 
has been saying some hard things about the Family Bible 
business. He had before him the case of a poor woman who 
could not read. She had been persuaded to buy a Family 
Bible at something like double its real value; she had paid 
£1, and was sued for ¿El 8s. more and costs. The Registrar 
lectured the agent, and told him : 11 You would not canvas 
me for this class of goods. If you did, I  should be tempted 
to kick you downstairs.” A verdict was given for the defen­
dant. We like to hear a judge talking like a man.

Rev. J. Stett Wilson, described as “  the well-known 
Socialist orator ” in the local press report, lectured lately in 
the Prince’s Theatre, Blackburn, with Councillor Higham in 
the chair, on “  The Impending Social Revolution.” Amongst 
other things, the reverend gentleman told his audience that 
“ when Christ came the world, intellectually, morally, and 
politically, was bankrupt.” Gibbon, the greatest of modern 
historians, fixes that very “ bankrupt ” period, and a hundred 
years after, as the time when the human race was most 
prosperous and happy. Why on earth do Socialists allow 
their cause to be represented in this piously offensive manner 
by clerical ignoramuses or charlatans ?

“  Every word of the creeds,”  says the Bishop of London, 
" can be proved by Holy Scriptures.” Probably ; but what 
is to prove Holy Scriptures ? The world rests on the back 
of an elephant, the elephant rests on the back of a tortoise, 
and the tortoise ----- ? Here we reach the regions of irre­
verence and blasphemy, and it is vain to expect an answer.

The Bishop also says that he has been able to tell poor 
people in the East End of London, in the very depth of 
trouble and anguish, that there must be love behind it all. 
Now we see the inestimable benefits of Christianity, and we 
hope those in the depths of trouble and anguish were duly 
comforted by the message. Starvation and disease become 
quite pleasant bedfellows if we only feel convinced that they 
are sent by a loving God for our personal benefit. There 
must be something morally unsound about a person who 
does not appreciate the honor of such divine attention.

Stands Scotland where it did ? Not exactly. The Scot­
land of Robert Burns is encroaching on the Scotland of 
John Knox. Here Is Duncan Macgregor, College Principal, 
writing to tho Glasgow Herald from Dunoon, and asking : 
“  Can wo ever win back the lost love of the masses ?” What 
ho says afterwards is very little to the point. The real 
answer to his question is “  Nover.”  Tho very fact that it is 
asked speaks volumes.

The Glasgow U. F. Presbytery is gotting pessimistic. At 
its last meeting Rev. Professor Denny, who reported on tho 
Central Fund, had to lament a decrease of £17,588. Rev. 
John Buchan, reporting for the Sabbath Observance Com­
mittee, deplored that “  a great change was coming over 
people’s views in regard to the Sabbath.”  Tho Sunday 
coast trains would go on because they paid. Sunday motor­
ing and Sunday golf were increasing. The Church “ should 
warn her wealthier members of tho inevitable moral deterio­
ration that must follow those who put their own pleasure 
before tho Lord’s Day.”  Moral deterioration 1 What's 
become of hell ?

Sir Robert Porks, speaking at tho Foreign Missionary 
Demonstration in tho Loysian Hall, City-road, London, 
asked : “ Were they quito suro that this country was not 
moro rapidly drifting towards paganism than tho heathen 
countries towards Christianity ? Were they right in neglect­
ing tho pagan nations at home for the pagan nations 
abroad ?” Sir Robert Perks might havo suggested that tho 
Christian missionaries should concentrate on “  infidel ” 
Franco. Thoy would find all their work cut out there.

Amongst tho “ howlers”  lately published by tho IVesG 
minster Gazette is tho following— ono of tho results of a 
recent historical examination : “  Mary firmly believed in tho 
Act of ‘ do horedito comprohendo.’ Mary’s disposition was 
sourod, so she became very religious and burnt many pooplo.”

This is not such a “  howler ”  after all. Bigotry and bili°aS 
ness have always been closely related.

Dr. Stephen Paget treated the Church Congress to a Se' 
diatribe against Christian Science. Here is a sample 
unflattering eloquence :— ■ . let

“  They bully dying women and let babies die in pa1®.’ ^  
cases of paralysis tumble about and hurt tbemsel'Ç > , ]  
the epileptic of their bromide, the angina cases of w 61 0I1
nitrite, heart cases of their digitalis; let appondicn13̂ ^ g 
to septic peritonitis; watch day after day while a peVj[

orancê
v u  O C J ' e i u  j i u i i u u m v i u  ,  n u i u c m  u a i j  n n u u i  u u i j  ' --------  , ,
woman slowly bleeds to death. To these works of 1
they bring their one gift—wilful and complete :Sn0 ¿y,’ 
and their nursing would be a farce if it were not a tra&

Dr. Paget went on to sneer at the Society of 
which is conducted by a number of half-baked clergy ^  
including (wo believe) the Bishop of London. He a 
this society of countenancing exorcism, and Pu 
miracles that never happened. One case was that o ^eI 
who was healed by laying on of hands and anointing 
one lung had sloughed away and tho other had ha 
so that he is now “ in perfect health with two , we
lungs.”  ' “  Can you wonder,”  Dr. Paget asked, 
doctors laugh at spiritual healing, if this be 
healing ?”  It did not occur to him, or to the both
who cheered him, that exorcism and faith-healing  ̂ jjis 
distinctly taught in the New Testament. J°3US cbaptef 
apostles cast devils out of the people, and os a matteJ 
of Mark still stands in the Gospels. Moreover, a 0]aDg
of fact, the seventy-second Canon of the Church o no 
has never been repealed ; and that Canon provi 6 _erniis- 
clergyman shall cast out devils without the writ e 
sion of his Bishop.

in l°ve
Talking of miracles, Mrs. Pankhurst seems to .¡Bg of 

with them. Addressing the big Albert Hal ^  the 
Suffragists before going to America, she referr ^  j,ere 
Birmingham hunger strike, and remarked: mak®3
deliberately that this is a modern miracle, 'W p»3
those who may have doubted tho miracles^ tin3
believe in the possibility of their being true. jQr0 Mt0j 
sort of talk, it is not surprising to road tha ^  ((ĵ oCk o 
Pankhurst rose a hymn was sung to the tune 
Ages,” with the refrain—

These, Thy children, Lord, defend,
To their help Thy spirit send. roof-t''e3̂

We hope this doesn’t mean moro brickbats an ^ at ¡o6“ 
to say nothing of hatchets. But you never m ^etn,
(or women) will do with the spirit of the Lor

------  pr. Pa^
Mrs. Pankhurst is a widow. We knew tbo la

hurst as far back as 1871 ■*---- of Manche»“"*-
spirit in the Republican m ovem ent at anij ¡oo •
viows on religion wore very much like our o'w > wool 
know that he ever changed them. We bo ie JR3'. ¡s 
much astonishod if ho could listen to so ¡^inks p‘0Jfi ¡j 
hurst’s pious utterances. Can it be that s women? -oUs 
a good lino of business with tho majority ?njjerjted t e  ' °  
tho constant excitement arousing the old i
emotions? ____  ,.„s"

------- . f a “ mif*cnlJr-
Tho Liverpool Evening Express prin s gg gj-jdg^ Dg 

story of the recovery of Miss Ellen Warren, .|jneSgby ao 
street, Runcorn, from a grave and dangero ^  ^  the„ 
of “ a wonderful relic in possession o ® re]ic is „ ft 
Catholic clergy of St. Marie’s, Widnes. _ r(j >Iaje a’ tljaf' 
piece of bono from tho wrist of St. x„ress s973 i)affl
cured Miss Warren in a night. J  “ c i r c c ^ o > : ! l  
according to its correspondent, the n0 reas°. sfiO
been well investigated, and there apPe ;faily PreCaiHe'eS! 
____ ■■ This is boaUp|at tb®

priest to wnom it ooiongs nuwu— - ., 0 pat1"“ * t0is ^
public hospital; and, aftor curing a °°
might bo takon round tho country
tolorato such a dangerous rival. ¡¡fi^b ____ _ iepted tue ‘ g£,u«

Rev. Sylvanus T. H. Saunders, liayiog H "»
(a good ono, wo believe) of St. Helen *?'. erg, >n , iefetB 
out a printed circular to his pan» a vjdeOce 0t
addresses them as “ Dear Brethren in ^ o(j 'g Pi®' p»tr°
himself as “ Having boon called by pjat tn 
minister among you.” Wo did not kn 
tho living was called God.

over for doubting thorn.”  This is .
delightfully satisfactory. Wo sugges tl>e . ete, >■
priest to whom it belongs should Jha patie»**,1" ^

„a eoS^f tbe 
bt e » 1

to

â t0

frO>fit*'

Jamos Berry, tho " convortcd bang a{ ,g “ Pr̂ i th® 
conduct a wcolt’s ovangclistic s®rvK„t ¡n tin30apoS %orf 
local Methodist Council iutorferod Ju ete
a scandal,”  and stopped tho progj® , gjnce “ ,.j)iDe 
parties concerned. Times are alter ;
joy  over ono repentant sinner than
men.
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

Sunday, October 17, St. James’s Hall, Great Portland-street, 
London, W .: at 7.30, “ False Gods : a Criticism of Mr. Tree’s 
New Play.”

October 24, and 31, St. James’s Hall, London.
November 7, Manchester ; 14, Liverpool; 28, Birmingham.

“ Abracadabra ”  writes us that he thinks Mr. Bryce’s article last 
week was “ really good, and very cleverly written.”  “  I have 
never laughed so much over anything, he adds, “ for a long 
time.”

W. Parker.—Glad to have : “ Thanks for useful information 
obtained weekly from your valuable paper.”

R. Chatman.—Will find a corner for it.
F. B obbins.—See “ Acid Drops.”  Thanks.
T. M. Dawson.—The disturbance of bond fide public meetings 

cannot, in our opinion, be justified on any ground; but you are 
free to think otherwise.

W. P. Adamson.—Too late for this week; in our next.
To Correspondents.

c.
am.

Manchester ; 19, West Ham. 
E ngagements.—October 17, Liverpool ;

vS » « ’s L ecture E ngagements.—October 17, Glasgow; 24, 
c oria Park; 31, Birmingham. November 21, West Ham 

j  December 5, Liverpool; 12, W
'24 (i|LOYr>'s L ecture E ngage, „ . „ m,— utlul,ci ±i,
Leiceste^°W ’ banning Town (Minor) Hall. December 19

IPrBv^E8Ii>ENT's H onorarium F und : Annual Subscriptions.— 
r, J°usly acknowledged, £252 19s. Received since. — 
T.;lef : Robert Stirton and Friends (quarterly), £1 lGs. 6d. 
■m r ;~ S- Leeson, £1 ; W . Wilber, 10s.; H. Weston, 5s.;
1 ' ®s-! Ainge, 5s.; A. Leeson, 2s. Gd.; H. Hopkins,

F r ’ D ' ^ * nterton. 2s.
com^;0^ ™ ’ ^  Clarence-street, Nottingham, referring to the 
obt ^ one °I our correspondents of the difficulty in
that'0' 11® Freethinker in that town, says that he will see 
jj a copy is delivered regularly to any address sent to him. 
in , Wou'^ also like to hear from local “  saint3 ”  willing to join 

T fo r m in g  an N. S. S. Branch.
_  ‘ Haughton.—Thanks for cuttings. 

q Rosetti.— gee paragraph.
of - G™ - . —We cannot recommend literary “ stew-downs”  
0f ,escription. An extract could not possibly give an idea 
edu t 8 Loj/ic, for instance. There is no royal road to 
k ca‘ 10n, and no democratic road either. The only way to 
the W an au b̂or ' 3 to read him ; and the really great books of 

j, . world can now be bought very cheaply.
j  ■^TKES— Always glad to receive useful cuttings.

It wR \TLady Cardigan’s book would not interest our readers, 
wr»t°! , n.°* ’ nterest «*> anyhow. We never cared about the 
World 00 v'ces of the wretched little “  great.” What the 
ev . calls “ education” does not alter human nature—not 
„iJ  !n women. Scratch the veneer and you soon come to 

^Plam Liza ”  and “  Sal.”
t0 ‘ “ aei.ard.—T hanks, though it is hardly worth returning 

^ A printer’s blunder, of course.
Caj , I0Bl— A Freethinker is one who thinks freely. Histori- 
jjj Ft the word has been used in England to denote the 
aun *ES. tbe party opposed to the Christian religion (or 
at 1 rst'f 'on). Anthony Collins, who first used it, was a Deist; 
pfjj,eas*' ostensibly. A Secularist is one who holds that the 
w °8°Pby of life should be based on knowledge of the only 
Anna , 've are sure °f- An Atheist is without God. An 

Noting 10 kn°ws nothing of God. 
tbe Londoner.— The Christian Evidence people’s reports in 
t0 , s“ nflfoa Gazette are obviously “  contributed,” and ought 
t b o * ^  tbaf intimation at the end. The notion that Free- 
Bosa f can.be successfully fought by references to the small- 
boagt.- lts ' ncome is worthy of the advocates who are always 
tbe tbat “  poor men ”  won the way for their own faith in 
8>Uallp°man R m P're- Thinking people will reflect that the

Au
Worker our financial resources are the more wonderful is our

_TTf
of the i-C can.not afford to supply newsagents with free copies 
Jon s„ refthinker for sale. You are on the spot. Couldn’t 
8ay Von 0 R yourself ? That would really be helping us. You 
You fora>1i \ r "  I'Latcria.Iiat ”  to “ Atheist”  as less offensive, 
any 0th”0t f“ e reverse of the poet’s remark that “ a rose by 
kelieve n^Tname would smell as sweet.” For our part, we 

J, Materialism ” is more “  offensive ” than “  Atheism.”
So°rotaT"' ^  Kindly see Miss E. M. Vance, the N. S. S. 
l'oote ^  abou‘  the proposed Branch at Edmonton. Mr. 
do notWl*'’ course> render what assistance he can. (2) We 

your friends having to “ go away”  from 
they co,*;8, 8 Hall because, having paid a shilling in travelling, 
at a]] a  b afford sixpence for a seat. There are free seats 

C. 10 »t. James’s Hall lectures—and good seats, too.
tyfrW n * e' r Glad you find your "  P' S' A ‘ ” in readin8 the

in the*1!) We aIso were glad to see that excellent leaderette 
^■hanks' ,orninii Leader on “ The Fate of Senor Ferrer.”

L- W. g*^ .-—Thanks for welcome cuttings.
>  one nnINQ' YIe know of it, but you can’t have everything 
W. VlLE ̂ « raph. Thanks, all the same.

Petent co • lady’s mere word is not good enough. A com- 
done ^ T 't t e e  should watch what, if it was dono once, can 

» “ ■anuat-y ^ 6 hope to publish the articles you refer to in
*•- Abe pamphlet you mention is still in stock.

'l<iite — Accept our thanks for your generous efforts. We 
With otj, erstand that Freethinkers are frequently associated 
fntujg. advanced movements which are all in want of 
8b°uld' bn i° tbat money is not too plentiful just now. We 
Soi>allv ft .aPPy, of course, to meet the Dundee “ saints ”  per- 

* *t could be managed.

F. W ood.—Thanks.
L. B randes.—Your suggestion Bhall be laid before the committee, 

but you must remember that there is only one room for the 
“  social.”

L etters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to 
2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

L ecture Notices must reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon- 
street, E.C., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be 
inserted.

F riends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Manager of the 
Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C., 
and not to the Editor.

T he Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing 
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid :—One year, 
10s. Gd. ; half year, 5s. 3d. ; three months, 2s. 8d.

Sugar Plums.

Mr. Foote returns to St. James’s Hall, London, this even­
ing (Oct. 17) and will lecture on “ False Gods ; with Refer­
ence to Mr. Tree’s New Play.”  This is a short way of 
putting it. The play, of course, is produced by Mr. Tree, 
but written by a Frenchman, M. Brieux, and “  adapted ” 
by an Irishman, Mr. Fagan, The play is causing a good 
deal of excitement. It pictures a conflict between an ardent 
young Freethinker and the astute leaders of the national 
religion. Mr. Foote’s lecture on this subject should be of 
sufficient interest to induce Freethinkers to bring some of 
their Christian friends to hear it.

Mr. Foote had a large and most appreciative audience at 
the Leicester Secular Hall on Sunday evening, including 
visitors from Chesterfield, Rugby, Nottingham, and a small 
town, little more than a village, named Fleckney, from which 
a dozen “ saints ”  camo over in a brake, under what may bo 
called the leadership of one who is very active and successful 
in pushing the Freethought cause generally, and the circula­
tion of the Freethinker in particular, along in that locality. 
Mr. Sydney A. Gimson, the Society’s president, occupied the 
chair, and said how much pleased they all were to welcomo 
Mr. Foote again and to see him looking in such good form. 
The lecture (a long one) on “  The Religion of Shakespeare ” 
was listened to with the closest attention throughout. The 
meeting was a very good beginning of the winter season, and 
the Society hopes it will lead to gratifying meetings during 
the rest of the winter; especially to-day (Oct. 17), when 
there will be a Thomas Paine Centenary meeting at the 
Secular Hall, with Mrs. Bradlaugh-Bonner and Mr. J. M. 
Robertson as the principal speakers.

Glasgow Freethinkers will please note that Mr. Cohen 
lectures at the Secular Hall, Brunswick-street, to-day 
(Oct. 17). We ask them also to apprise their more orthodox 
acquaintances that a Freethought lecturer of Mr. Cohen's 
calibre is visiting their city .__

Mr. J. T. Lloyd had a good audience at St. James's Hall 
on Sunday evening, in spite of the rain coming on at a very 
awkward time. His lecture was highly appreciated, and 
very warmly applauded at the finish. Miss Rough occupied 
the chair,— which was a welcome change from the ordinary 
program.

Liverpool Freethinkers should give a hearty welcome to 
Mr. J. T. Lloyd to-day (Oct. 17). He lectures afternoon and 
evening at the Alexandra Hall, Islington-square, for the 
N. S. S. Branch.

The London Freethinkers’ Annual Dinner, undor tho 
auspices of the N. S. S. Executive, takes place, as usual, on 
tho second Tuesday in January, at the Holborn Restaurant. 
Tho date happens to bo tho President’s birthday this time.

An Indian student at a Scottish University (we don’t 
think we ought to be moro precise than that) sends us 
addresses of persons in India to whom we might send
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specimen copies of the Freethinker with advantage. “  I 
am a subscriber to your paper,” he writes, “ but not direct 
from your office. I need not tell you how much I enjoy it. 
I wish you a most prosperous future.”

A Nottingham correspondent writes us encouragingly. 
He proves to be the gentleman who spoke to us at St. 
James’s Hall after our lecture on “  Shakespeare’s Testing of 
Religion,” telling us that he had travelled over a hundred 
miles to hear it and was well repaid. “  Just over a year 
ago,” he writes, “ I was a preacher and a Christian, but will 
be such no more. Almost the only commendable bit of 
learning during my school days was the memorising of the 
Merchant of Venice. Your lecture increased my admiration 
for the Master tenfold.”

Mr. F. Bonte’s eight-page Tract, Thaumaturgics: or, 
Wonders Ancient and Modern, can be had from our publish­
ing office for judicious free distribution. The verses are 
spirited and pointed, and make a most effective antidote to 
the popular superstition. They have been closely revised 
and considerably amplified since their first appearance in 
the Freethinker. Branches of the N. S. S. might circulate 
them with much advantage to the movement. The 
Birmingham Branch is having 500 copies for a start. 
Individual Freethinkers can be supplied also. Mr. Bonte 
bears the cost of production himself. The only charge to 
recipients is the postage or railway carriage.

Mr. R. H. Rosetti is making an interesting experiment. 
He is going to give a Freethought lecture this evening 
(Oct. 17) at the Nightingale Hall, Laindon, Essex— by kind 
permission of Mr. H. Foulger. His subject is “  Christianity 
Before Christ,” the lecture starts at 7.30, and the admission 
is free. Any of our readers who live within easy distance 
should try to support Mr. Rosetti on this occasion. Miss H, 
Pankhurst, daughter of the West Ham Branch’s treasurer, 
has promised to take the chair. We hope they will both 
survive the attempt on the bucolic mind.

Captain Thomson tells us that bigotry is reviving old 
in Sweden. Professor Knut Wickell, for instance, “ . _ 
openly, at a public meeting, denied the truth °f. f.J 
birth story in tho Gospels, and declared its scienh 
possibility, has beon found guilty of “  blasphemy ’ 10 
of his brilliant and fearless defence, and sentenced ^  
month’s imprisonment and a fine of 300 crowns. 1® 
wonder that Voltaire cried 11 Crush the Infamous 
accept that motto. History is its justification.

The October number of tho Humanitarian, the organ0' 
the Humanitarian League, contains a number of interesting 
, ^ S,T1<;Speclally. a beautiful one by James Backin'! on 

ih o llu m a g e  Bill,”  and a fine translation, presumably I 
Mr. H. S. bait, from Virgil’s third Georgic, in which tbe 
great Latin poet describes with such profound tenderness 
the death of a laboring ox. We note that tho Humanitan“ 
lias the courage to do what most advanced organs are afr® 
to do ; it quotes two passages from the Freethinker-^ 
first being our “ Acid Drop ”  on tho Home Secretary 
refusal to lot Dhingra see his friend Mr. J. S. Masters belo 
t ie  execution, and tho second a largo portion of °nr.*L 
article on “  Vivisection.” We have said enough to sbo 
that our little Humanitarian contemporary deserves 
support of all Secularists.

Wo are clearing out a considerable remnant of old sto° 
from our publishing office, as we want the room »« 
publications. We make the following offer of them to 0 
readers for distribution on their part as an act of P f , 
ganda. We will send them parcels of pamphlets by* f V»
for one penny!* 7 ‘ 4o tbe fao° value of °ne 
shillings’ worth" will ?  18 4o an assorted parcel of s',
worth for a shilling f°r. sixPenoe> or twelvesbj!Jiagtf
sent by post or -uH9 carmge to bo paid in addition,
sixpence remitted i 1 at the rate of threepence for e®
will cost threepence A ^penny parcel, that*
i n t a k e  that figUre^ 7 i oa u8rhe'IliDS pa^  sixpence. *

A writer called Leslie Toke is contributing ra series of 
articles to the Catholic Times on “ The Rationalist Plague.” 
Of the N. S. S. he says :—

“ The ‘ National Secular Society ’ for more than thirty 
years has carried on n campaign of public lectures and 
debates. Its great leader was Charles Bradlaugh, and it 
used to publish a twopenny weekly paper called tbe National 
Jleformer, of which the program was announced as ‘ Atheism, 
Republicanism, and Malthusianism,’ or, as an irreverent 
critic translated it, ‘ No God, no King, and as few people as 
possible!’ The early history of this society was stormy: 
thirty years back the general public was not so ready for the 
secularist gospel as it is now. But the propaganda, essen­
tially popular in its methods, was carried on devotedly in 
spite of persecution, and its present-day successors are 
entering into their kingdom.”

This is very good, in its way ; but why do those Christian 
writers shudder at tho idea of mentioning Mr. Foote and tho 
Freethinker ? Wo have our own answer to the question. 
They don’t want to advertise our “ infidel” factory. They 
don’t so much mind advertising other establishments, but 
they know that ours is too dangerous. And the Catholic 
Church, just like other Churches, can’t afford any more 
losses. “ Even in our own ranks,”  Mr. Leslie Toke says, 
“  the ‘ leakage ’ is so appalling, that too often many of us, in 
despair, try to hide its real extent from ourselves.”

Tho Committee of the Humanitarian League havo passed 
a resolution expressing their cordial sympathy with tho 
protests that are boing made against the proposed trial of 
Senor Ferrer by court-martial, and in condemnation of tho 
barbarous mothods employed by tho Spanish Government in 
its treatment of political prisoners.

Wo have rocoivod a welcome letter from an old friond, 
Captain Otto Thomson, of Stockholm, whom somo of our 
oldest readers will recollect in connection with tho “ blas­
phemy” prosecutions in Swodon during tho eighties. Captain 
Thomson is one of tho truo stalwarts. Age impairs his 
strength but not his love for Freotbougbt; and his latest 
letter shows that ho still takes a lively interest in the 
progress of froedom in all parts of tho world. Ho desiros to 
convoy his “  last ” good wishos to all who know of him in 
England, and to Messrs. Macdonald and Washburn, and 
other Amorican Freethinkers whom ho has got to know 
through tho Trutliseeker. Wo havo never seen Captain 
Thomson in tho flesh, but wo mado his friendship “  in the 
spirit ’ ’ during that far-off timo of storm and stress in 
Sweden, and we havo kept in touch with him over sinco. 
Ho is truo steel. When ho pays the debt of nature tho 
world will lose a man.

My Prayer.

God of tho Past I f n  4oars of tby  creation,
Hoar thou tho non« nf ° ° d °f ilje rresent> dieI 
’ That hymns t h n j *  every climo and nation

Ye Power of ^  4he P°WerS “  Wg
Chapmon0“ ^ ’ and priests who chant their praise*

The priestly hami at B°nl-saving in the mart,
Not to Iiflit .... 4 j,° fierY torch that raises r °  Yoa, but wound and sear the heart

Nervel'cs's^u Aarn0a’ a cravon’s atrmnpct 
The blast is hln aw^ after night's lusty wine; . 

Tronouucini< u D’ 4bou U°d > itom bolD and trump0 >
With ii g  doom of deatL oa thco and thiae- 
_ Tho minds 0tf ^ SUr°d’ ly!uS hopes and fears,
But not for nv > m-°n and womon yo’ve undone,

When Man turns K y°/ tho morning nears Ty 8 Bast again to greet the sun.

Unto th ylw orsF °’ G°d’ to 8ive a sign 
Who w orships fh1P°rl  °n boridod knee’

•And tbv denf 960 a4 boJy iont and sbn'ne’,,, ~ ears were stony to onr plea.
Son to°rodnpt tIl0D wb° sentst thy sole-begotten

Our praver\ ta. us’ w°nldst thyself redeem I 
O r f t t l Z :^  \UrDod to cankered fruit and rotten 

U’at floats upon a Dead-sea stream.

Nor wor!f,a“ d tWo tr°mbling at thine altar,
Before thv f 'P 0,4 shrine, nor bond tho kne ,

“ Hastm, 7°  trot“ hle not nor falter, »Hasten thy death,” wo pray, “ and leave us * »

Uoath°fi\7iCa D0W on ovory form and fcatar® ,
And thou w 4,af)aco and marks thee for bl^.°'creat°re

S?urceaSo T  8‘  ,die>. 0  God- Hatb maD T  ro,n all his world of acho alone ?
Now Z V ' V 0^  grim and thy threats d‘ ĉ nd  iy 

In gn L  n T  ,Ly prio8£  nnrobed, shamefaced.
Is as a L‘dn°88' ,uid thy hell-lire s as a thing men jeer at and defy?
i Z l t J t  U*bt. “ Pon thee, God, the vaunted

Now w),,.,1 bh’ht of sun on land or *88 j
Bidden *i 4an 'ook°th on thy face undaUh0? loth theo die, thou God, and cease to b
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Religious Instruction in Schools.

A Sh o r t  N o t e  f r o m  G e r m a n y . 
is unnecessary to  em phasise the prom inence given 

j? re9gious in stru ction  in the Germ an State-schools.
very Btudent of German institutions has noted the 

‘act, and mobt high officials seem determined at all 
eo81s to maintain religion in its pride of place. The 
Riser’s own views on the subject were vigorously 
®xpressed as far back as 1890, when he declared that, 
a King of Pru88ja an(j Chief Bishop of his Church, 
0 would regard it as his “ most sacred duty to take 
¡ire that the religious sense and the spark of Chris- 

Bpirit is cared for and increased in the school. 
"'Qese sentiments of his Imperial Majesty excite no 
wonderment. Religion has always received un- 

support from every form of monarchy, and 
: 6 suPport has been faithfully earned. Of more 

mediate interest to us than the view of Kaiser or 
inister’ or 0f that curiously inexpansive thing, the 
,1.ci.al mind, is the question whether the system of 

. 'gmus instruction in the schools works smoothly 
practice. The answer must bo an unequivocal 

8P^a îve. Wherever religion interferes in State in- 
of f?ti0n8 friction must arise, unless the inhabitants 

the country are unanimous in religious beliefs and 
i romonies. Germany, as regards her State-schools, 
d n° exception to that rule. Whether the discord is 
ee to sectarian rivalry or to disagreement between 
0 religious bodies and the teachers, it is an ever- 

P 0sent element, and the children suffer, 
anfl maQy districts in Prussia where Protestants 
s j Catholics are about equal in numbers, Simultan- 

ulen have been established. These are sometimes 
6 ,err0d to by English writers as “ undenominational 
^Qools”; but the term is quite misleading. Simul- 

Kschulen are sohools where Protestant teaohers 
Catlre.ligi0UB rrrafcmotion to Protestant children, and 
jjj "h°lio teachers to Catholic children, while the 
Castory lessons are said to be so arranged that they 
j nn°t gjve offenC0 to adherents of either faith. 
re° e system has never worked well. The position in 
j., Sard to these schools is correctly summed up in 
ti06 "written chapter on “ Children and Eduoa- 
PuBi-' in the 1909 edition of Our German Cousins, 
polished by the Daily Mail

There is always a quarrel going on between the two 
8reat Churches. The Catholics demand the erection of 
dual confessional schools where they have not previously 
lis ted , and Lutherans domand the abolition of the dual 
c°nfessional school where it already exists. Tho last 
educational law in Prussia practically left the subject 
untouched except by decreeing that in districts where 
dual confessional schools have already existed they 
?hall continue to exist, and may, when necessary, be 
decreased. Except under very special circumstances 
/ 'e y  are not in future to bo erected. Tho Act hardly 
8at>sfied either party.”

all raCfc Act “ amended ” nothing. It tried to go 
bee the sore point without touching it, and has
tion t as useful as some of the English Educa-

Chr: ^ e supporters of the two great factions of 
p ‘stendom have been thus at death-grips in 
PedoSla’ Saxony a fleroe fight between parson and 
fiict ?,°8ue has been raging for months. “ The Con­
fer 0ucerning Religious Instruction ’ has not only 
loc , d the subject of columns of matter daily in the 
Phbr ^r° 88> but the question has been debated at 
folio °- me.etings and in numerous pamphlets. The 
tbe ArInS 8̂ from a reoent review of the situation by 

ational Zeitung :—
g As was to be expected, the Evangelical County 
dynod has taken part in the discussion, and its views 

0 not accord with those of tho teachers. Tho latter 
scl'm tllQ COIUPlcto control of spiritual affairs in the 

“ ool, and they want to shelve dogma in favor of a 
ystetn of instruction which, while based on the Chris- 

haU view of life, will, nevertheless, remain free and not 
°jmd down to tho lotter. They further want to rele- 

iu t° t0 t9°  background those parts of tho course of 
strnction committed to memory, and to substitute tho 
10 e Reading Hook, or the so-called School Bible, for

the whole Bible. The teachers admit that the person 
of Christ must, as before, form the central point of 
religious teaching, but they object to the emphasis laid 
on the so-called truths of salvation, and they desire to 
set before the young the personality of Christ more as a 
religious-ethical standard.”

Most of the arguments put forward by the olerics 
are hoary veterans that have already seen much 
active service in England and elsewhere. In answer 
to the teachers, the men of God assert that all in­
struction to children must at first be dogmatic— that 
the child must accept without question the state­
ments made by his instructors. A specious instance 
of the argumentum ad ignorantiam. The reply is 
simply that the assertion is false. All scientific 
exponents of educational theories, whatever may be 
their differences on some questions, admit that the 
child should be encouraged to discover facts for him­
self, and should be asked to take as little as possible 
on the authority of his teachers. When he is told 
that five times four are twenty, he is given cubes 
that he may prove for himself, by further calculation 
and re-arrangement, the truth of the statement. 
And in geometry and other subjects, practical proof 
is now regarded as an essential preliminary to the 
theoretical parts of tho study. Those who aro sup­
porting dogmatic teaching on the ground that all the 
child’s instruction mast at first be taken on trust, 
know themselves that, bo far from their dogmas 
being capable of subsequent verification, they are 
rejected by some of the best thought of the age.

There are other points of resemblance between the 
contest here and that in England and Australia. 
Most important is the assertion that morality is 
endangered if religions instruction is withdrawn. 
Vague phrases, of course, are made to do duty for 
facts. Professional advocates who have graduated 
at world-famous universities,- who have passed no 
end of examination papers in “ Biblical Criticism," 
“ Apologetic Theology,” “ Systematic Theology,” 
“ Ontology,” and so many other ologies that it would 
take a senior wrangler to count them, may bo left to 
make the most of words and phrases. After all, the 
sum of their objections is simply that there is “ no 
substitute ” for the religious lesson, and that its 
withdrawal is a “ menace.” The statement is true. 
In the same way, to the skilful burglar there is no 
substitute for a good jemmy, and the policeman is a 
menace most infamous, to be resisted to the bitter
end- A. D. McLaren .

The Narratives in Genesis.—XY.

T h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  K in g s .
(iContinued from p. Gi6.)

W e  come now to chapter xiv. which, according to 
Professor Driver, is the composition of neither tho 
Yahvist, the Elohist, nor tho Priestly writer, but 
was derived by the compiler from some special un­
known source. The chapter commences:—

“  And it came to pass in tho dayH of Amraphel king 
of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomcr king of 
Elam, and Tidal king of Nations, that they made war 
with Bera king of Sodom, and with Birsha king of 
Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, and Shemober king of 
Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (tho same is Zoar).”

Twelve years, it is stated, had the five kings of 
Canaan served Chedorlaomer; in the thirteenth they 
had rebelled; in the fourteenth year came Chedor­
laomer and his three allies into Canaan to punish 
the rebels and bring them again into subjeotion. A 
battle was fought in the Vale of Siddim— “ four 
kings against five ”— which resulted in a victory for 
Chedorlaomer and his allies.

“ Now the Vale of Siddim was full of slimo pits ; and 
tho kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and they fell 
there; and they that remained fled to the mountains.”

The kings of Sodom and Gomorrah being dead, and 
their armies destroyed or scattered, the four vie-
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torious kings plundered the two cities named, and 
carried away many of the people captive. “ And 
they took Lot, Abram’s brother’s son, who dwelt in 
Sodom, and his goods, and departed. And there 
came one that had escaped, and told Abram the 
Hebrew.”  The latter patriarch— who is here credited 
with a name that was given long afterwards to the 
Jewish nation— upon hearing that Lot was a captive, 
armed his men-servants, 818 in number, and, accom­
panied by three chieftains of the land, set off after 
the conquerors, whom he defeated and “ pursued as 
far as Dan.”  Then, returning, “ he brought back all 
the good!, and also brought again his brother Lot, 
and his goods, and the women also, and the people.” 
Thus were the combined armies of four great kings 
defeated by a mere handful of armed herdmen— a 
story almost incredible. It may also be remarked 
that there was no place named “ Dan ” in Abram’s 
time (Judg. xviii. 29); but that is, of course, a mere 
detail.

Next, we are told, as soon as the conquering hero 
had returned, “ the king of Sodom went out to meet 
him,” and this resurgent king “ said unto Abram, 
Give me the persons, and take the goods to thyself 
to which offer Abram replied “ I will not take a 
thread nor a shoe-latchet, nor aught that is thine, 
lest thou should say, I have made Abram rich.” 
This king would seem to have been restored to life 
in order that Abram might show his disinterested­
ness and independence by refusing to share in the 
lawful spoils of war, which, in the age in which he 
lived, he had a perfect right to. It may also be 
noted that this patriarch was not quite so particular 
about being “ made rich” when his wife was in 
Pharaoh’s house, nor did he refuse to take presents 
on another similar occasion (Gen. xx. 14-16).

But, besides the resurrected king of Sodom, Abram 
was mot by another wonderful personage, respecting 
whom a New Testament writer says that he was 
“ without father, without mother, without genealogy, 
having neither beginning of days, nor end of life ” 
(Heb. vii. 3). The account of this remarkable and 
impossible individual reads as follows :—

“  And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread 
and w ine: and he was priest of El Elyon. And he 
blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of El Elyon, 
possessor of heaven and earth: and blessed bo El 
Elyon, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy 
hand. And he gave him a tenth of a ll”  (xiv. 18-20).

This paragraph is inserted in the middle of the 
account of the meeting of Abram and the king of 
Sodom, and interrupts that narrative. The word 
melchizedek means “ king of righteousness,” and 
salem means “ peace”; so that a king of righteous­
ness and peace blessed Abram for having slaughtered 
a large number of his fellow-men. The name El 
Elyon is translated “ God Most High.” El is the 
common Semitic name for “ god” : Elyon is said to 
mean “ high ” or “ exalted but, apart from the 
meaning, Elyon was the name of a Phoenician and 
Canaanite deity, having no connection with Yahveh, 
Elohim, or El Shaddai— the three names of the 
Hebrew god.

The priest of El Elyon naturally ascribed Abram’s 
victory to the assistance rendered him by his own 
god, and Abram appears to have believed him : at 
any rate he gave the priest a tenth of all the goods 
he had recovered from the four kings. This ho did 
in accordance with the command in Num. xviii. 21-24, 
that tithes should be given to the priests and 
Lovites. As the narrative stands the tithe was paid 
before Abram swore to the king of Sodom that he 
would not take so much as “ a thread nor a shoe- 
latchet” of the spoils. Possibly this is the reason 
why the Molchizedek incident was inserted just 
boforo the refusal above mentioned.

With respect to the confederation of kings (named 
in verse 1) who are stated to have invaded Canaan, 
Assyriologists and Christian apologists have spared 
no pains in the laudable endeavor to discover and 
identify them as historical characters named in tho 
cuneiform inscriptions. Amongst those reconcilers 
may be named the Rev. Marcus Dods, D.D., Professor
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o f  E xegetica l T h eology , N ew  C ollege, Edin^nr̂ ' 
w ho says in his short com m entary  on G enesis:'' ^

“ The idea that this vivid chapter is an invent^ 
the purpose of exalting Abram is gratuitous, „ 
refuted by tho evidence borne by the narrative » se ’

This is exactly  w hat I was about to  say after rea .¡] 
the c h a p te r ; bu t I  w ill w ith h old  m y opini°D 
a fter look ing at h is evidence. H e c o n t i n u e s ^  

“  The namos of the kings engaged, their 
their route, are all in agreement with the hi9 
facts recorded in Assyrian inscriptions.”  0

This is som eth ing  like e v id e n c e ; there can ^ en 
gettin g  over “ h istorica l fa c ts ,”  m ore especially ^  
“  recorded  in A ssyrian in scrip tion s.”  From the ^  
going in trod u ctory  statem ent it would seem t  ̂ ^  
nam es o f th e  four con federated  kiDgs, aD, - D(T9of 
accou n t o f th e ir  expedition  against the five the 
Canaan, had been found on one or m° re, casfl 
A ssyrian m onum ents. T hat such should be pr, 
I  very  m uch  dou bt. H ow ever, let us hear w ^  
D ods has to  say. T aking the four confedera .0#|) 
in the order nam ed in Genesis (w hich is alpha 
our learned P ro fessor  says :—   ̂ ¡3 an

“  Amraphel, or, as the lxx. gives it, Amarv natu0 
Akkadian proper name ; Lenormant has foun 
Amarpal on two cylinders.”  . at le»9*

“  Arioch, probably EriaTcu, a name borne 7 ^  ^  
• one Chaldman prince, tho son of Kudur- ^asar) 

received as his capital the town of Larsa 1 
the east side of Euphrates.”  . Cl10.

“  Chedorlaomer, transliterated by lx*- •lDpronuDC’il 
logomor, which is in appearance, but not m V j-udar 
tion, somewhat like its original Kudur-lag amu ^ggyri»® 
is a common component in tho names , gon of , 
kings, and is stated by Rawlinson to mea 0f on® 0 
Lagamar is known to have been the na ’
their doities, so that Kndur-lagamar is son 
He is styled King o f  Elam.”  , eat cb>e '

“  Tidal, in lxx. Thargal =  Turgal, S bnt ¡*>s 
described as Icing o f  nations, a doubtfu 1 tribe® 
sibly meaning that ho ruled over the o® cor8 
the north of Babylon. The same ti e  ̂vi*- 
inscription translated in tho Records oj 1 ^  ffj]i 1)0

H ero endeth  th is h istorica l evidence, * ?  ’  ”  of ^
seen, there is no a ccou n t o f the “ a 1 0f tb® 
four kings, or o f “  th eir  rou te ,’ ° r 0 j n 
m aking w ar w ith  th e  k ings o f Canaan. . aorlaOj? 1 
to tho foregoing , I w ill com m ence wit jjfgder8*’1 ’ 
for ho w as obviou sly  tho head o f the .
though  h is nam e appears th ir d jn  the first

on

--------------  t c
1. “ Chedorlaomer, king of Elam.” Re&rc,

of this name is undoubtedly Kudur; f 01 .-pten .̂
is Kedar and the latter form was evident y * f0o 
for the former. Two kings of Elam ^a' C,1IJded1 
on the monuments whose names are gur-Ma 
kudur. These are Kudur-Nakhunte and A?«* j0

AVJ*. UUC IVlUJUAl J. Irik1
on the monuments whose names aro c0^ j-tldur-^a\M 
kudur. These aro Kudur-Nakhunte aD flI0ed 
Also, among tho many gods of B laI“ 0 
inscriptions wo find one bearing tne j o0bt, a m& 
That is all. “ Kudur-lagamar ” )8' n. but,flP V  
appropriate name for a king of ^ aca^ecD disc°j;,> is 
present, no king of that name bas ¿„•..lag»1 0 1 b® 
op any of the monuments. “ K f n I t > a>  
simply an imaginary name and Pe 6̂° ’ g9y tb8®. 
noted that Dr. Dods is careful no jnscr1?,. tat 
hypothetic appellation is :founc] - 1̂ nr.]aganJftVaiJI,r 
ho only rofors to an “ original K u origi°a*, ftef *9 
as far as we know, there was n  ̂ la
lagamar. Moreover, when he says t() ¿be
“ styled King of Elam," be roier jg m
account, not to tho monuments. 1( ghindr o

2 . “ Amraphol, king of Shina?- .oBifl. gCa 
Hebrew form of Sumir, S ou th  K(l7nVf ’'t,.e 
the ancient kings of Babylonia '  aBjes jjgbl®"’ 
of Sin-muballit. Both of these tbe /  0aa’
transformed, by changing or a t t.Bjentio^ gCoif  ¡{
into Amar-pal. As to the ‘ flDtbaS n tb^hts 
which Profossor Dods says Leno b0 g b tbj  

on two cylinders,” it must H ■ , Des‘1 ¡¡¡¡es »j
was borno by a king of Babylon* ^ e  I0r® tabl)fl 
king lived several conturios bo o' are
onterod Canaan. Until those P f
Lenormant’s “ find ” is worth ot> 'nae °\ ¿fh  

8. “ Arioch, king of EUasar. ” f r *  
found on the monuments is
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s1jyles himself “ king of Larsa.” This name and 
place, when properly manipulated, answers admirably. 
All that need be done is to change Bim-Agu into 
fjyahu, and Larsa into Ellasar. In this way we get 
.Ari-och king of Ellasar.” Could anything be more 

simple ?
, 4- “ Tidal, king of Nations.” In this case we first 

change Tidal of the Hebrew version into Thurgaj of 
th® Septnagint; then, after striking out the h 
an<l altering a vowel, we get tur-gal, “  a great chie 
~~.a title found in one of the inscriptions, though 01 
weat country or date is not stated. There remains 
n°w but to show that this nondescript “ great chief 
yas the “ Tidal, king of Nations,” of the time of 
Abram. When this has been done, we shall have 
°nnd one of the four kings named in Genesis.

Having now examined the “ evidence ” adduced y 
Ur- Marcus Dods of New College, Edinburgh, I cite 
Chce more his positively amazing statement respec - 
nS the four confederate kings.

“ The names of the kings engaged, their alliance, 
their route, are all in agreement with the historical 
facts recorded in Assyrian inscriptions.”

Taking into consideration the fact that neither “ the 
namesof the kings engaged,” nor “ their alliance, 
?°r “  their route ’ ’ are so much as once mentioned 
h any cuneiform inscription, how can it be affirmed 
"!th any semblance of truth that the unsupported 
j ble story is “  in agreement with the historical 
facts recorded in Assyrian inscriptions” ? This 
Ration I leave professional Christian-evidence- 

0nger8 to answer. A b r a c a d a b r a .

(To be continued.)

The Cleric at Work.
Tq -------•-------
does nnfU*'ar about tho average clergyman is that he 
bad^g for 9 ann°f throw off, except for a brief holiday, the 
he ig ] bis profession. The suggestion apparently is that 
bo abo'f3^  a*' worb a n < 4  never plays—that he must always 
D̂dict0Ut ¿ i 8  Master’s business. Is there anything more 

^ 8 0 0 ^ 1  ™an special provision that has to be mado for 
or whit ^ *iaberdaskers aud hatters ? A light flannel suit 
Saoctitl 6  ,s*iraw bat would evidently grossly violate the 
8P'riDr> gi clerical office. Consequently we see per­
iod at, black-coated gentlemen wearing black straw hats 
that snn^In^ r o u n < 4  g°lf links or decorously receiving, with 
cnp8  lI° Qnd bow which is peculiarly their own, ices or 
The clo , a from musiin-frocked ladies at garden parties. 
tvVentiotfyman s work is cortainly never done, but nineteen- 
bdliat, *) °f I* apparently consists of lecturing people, 
function em ^ow to behavo, and attending all kinds of social

Jt ¡ 8  8‘
bcn]at]at?U8‘ng to observe the jealousy which exists, par­
gets. q U oonntry districts, between tho clergy of different 

Boo 8i a° WonM supposo that a clergyman would rejoice 
^ticnlo ay. s4leeP returning to the fold, no matter which 
®teen.ev sbepherd they ran to for safety. Not so. The 

lnons*'er finds his way even into tho sacrosanct 
?eld0tlJ 0r°  fbat the man of God carries about with him, and 
la Otitnb with a repulse whon a brother’s flock increases 
ike er- Tho principle of competition finds its placo in 

the r e S]0  ?* Hod as well as outside. Tho tests of success 
bon i;sj :’flmus life are big congregations and big subscrip- 
86tv°s of’ Lot a brother injudiciously poach upon tho pre- 
VtQfieau a.notber brother, and tho fat is in tho fire with a 
Hicb, if 1  law yers and doctors have laws of etiquette

cleri broken, call for expressions of personal feeling ; but 
iv 6  Potul laWs of of'flooR 0  aro more stringent than any. 
U'SsGnt f auco an<l childishness of clergymen is proverbial. 
hCcQtdiu any opinions expressed by them is not treated 

sonaib’ tho recognised laws of controversy, hut as a 
p te*y tb alrro?t- Their knowledge of life is in the main 
°hld ¡j. ^°°retical, and neither practical nor profound. How 

Tbeit j 0  . 0In the nature of their so-called education ? 
k° ‘abl0  t llQited and inaccurate ideas of lifo make them an- 
pitiless 0acbors and very difficult men to co-operate with in 
!/hitcbes Matters affecting tho “  temporalities ”  of their 
, ? bhfort’ Lest it may bo suggested that the writer has had 
t l!f 0 °carQU C a t ' 0  or exceptional experience of tho clergy, or that 

Say that0 1 ’8  aro fi’ ctated by personal pique, I should liko 
beihy, there is not ono clergyman who is my personal 
attlerou8  1 ? have known and observed tho “  work ”  of 

clerics of different denominations, and that I have

had the advantage of the opinions of numerous laymen who 
have taken an intimate and active interest in church work. 
Their opinions corroborate what I say. Tho clergyman is 
usually chairman cf the bodies charged with the manage­
ment of individual churches ; and though laymen attend the 
meetings of these bodies, often at considerable personal in­
convenience, they are for the most part expected to simply 
give unquestioning assent to and approval of proposals made 
by the clergyman. I  can speak with most familiar know­
ledge of Presbyterian churches, and I  have actually known 
of a church manager who got so disgusted with the pettish­
ness displayed by his minister when he ventured to question 
the mere expediency of suggestions which commended them­
selves to the clerical mind, that he ceased attending the 
meetings of managers altogether. Instances could be fur­
nished which, to those who have no experience of the inside 
administration of Christian Churches, would seem incredibly 
childish.

Disputes arise from, and the foundations of perennial 
personal feuds are laid by, trumpery occurrences as in­
significant as to be far too unimportant to be noticed by 
anyone who has any practical knowledge of everyday life. 
Tho hanging of a map on a schoolroom wall, or the position 
of certain furnishings, may be objected to by a minister and 
lead to tho resignation of the School Superintendent. This 
becomes a nine days’ wonder, and is on the lips of every 
lady member of the congregation. Sides are taken, and tho 
issues involved are dismissed ad longuvi and with the 
utmost seriousness. Picnics, choir trips, Sunday-school 
treats, the painting of the church, the questions of general 
or individual Communion-cups, the introduction of flowers, 
instrumental music, and the like, are discussed and debated, 
with the minister in the chair, as if such matters were of 
national or worldwide interest and importance. In all such 
matters the minister must claim and maintain his authority, 
for does he not hold a commission from Almighty God ? In 
any event, he is always a Pope at heart whatever his qualifi­
cations as a business man may bo. But the inevitable result 
to a mind continually engaged in considering such trifling 
details cannot be other than narrowness and enfeeblement.

If people have any desire to elevate their ideals and to 
widen their horizons, they cannot hope for any help to these 
ends from the clergy. Human nature has great potentiali­
ties, but they cannot be awakened or brought into play by a 
clerical system, either adopted by people themselves or im­
posed upon them by a king or state. The clergy have a dis­
colored, distorted, and utterly grotesque view of human 
nature. During their so-called education they are secluded, 
and aro always too much given to introspection. In theory 
they aro supposed to follow a systematised code of duties 
under supervision. In practice they only work if they 
choose, and when and how they choose. Long intellectual 
training is not essential to enablo anybody to read prescribed 
“  services ”  at births, marriages, and deaths.

Fully developed and healthy people do not noed to place 
reliance on the clerics at any stago or in any relationship iu 
life. The employment of their services is merely a con­
fession of ignorance, weakness, and a diseased imagination. 
The clergy exist because of human wistfulness and fear 
about the future. The clergy profess to have a special 
knowledge of the future which the rost of men have not. 
That profession has been exploded more than once, but it 
will take a while to convince all men that the explosion has 
taken place.

A3  regards tho part played by the clergy in tho ceremony 
of admitting new Church members, times have sadly 
changed. The advance of Freethought, and tho consequent 
reductions in the number of those who attend church, havo 
caused clergymen to welcomo all and sundry without 
requiring a high standard of “ religious” knowledge, or, 
indeed, demanding any compliance with tests. Vou nowa­
days stop a clergyman, whom you have previously Bpoken 
to, on tho street and tell him you intend to join his church. 
He shakes hands and beams ou you, and says: “  Oh, all 
right; delighted, I am sure. Just leave your name and 
address in the vestry.” And the thing is done.

Simple Sandy.

VIRGINS.
As it happened, however, tho five foolish virgins were 

observed, in their perplexity, by five wise men.
“  Permit me 1 ”  quoth each of these, and stepped up and 

filled a virgin’s lamp for her, adding: “  Now, you just about 
need somebody to look out for you, don’t you, eh ? ”

And tho five foolish virgins, blushing violently and looking 
shyly down, the five wise men lost no time in procuring 
liconces, and they all lived happily ever after.

As for the wise virgins, they sniffed some when they 
heard tho news, animadverted with considerable acerbity on 
the ancient mystery of the way of a man with a maid, and 
let it go at that.
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S U N D A Y  L E C T U R E  N O T I C E S ,  E t c .

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, 
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
I ndoor.

St . J ames’s H ard (Great Portland-street, W.) : 7.30, G. W. 
Foote, “ False Gods: a Criticism of Mr. Tree’s New Play.”

I slington B ranch N. S. B. (Secular Hall, Church-street, Upper- 
street, N.) ii/7.30, J. Rowney, “  Let Us Pray.”

W est H am B ranch N. S. S. (Public Hall (Minor), Barking- 
road, Canning Town): 7.30, F. A. Davies, “  False Gods.”

O utdoor.
B ethnal G reen B ranch N. S. 8. (Victoria Park, near the 

Fountain) : 3.15, A. B. Moss, “  False Gods.”
Camberwell B ranch N. 8. S. (Brockwell Park) : 3.15, F. 

Bcballer, a Lecture.
I slington B ranch N. 8. 8. : Highbury Corner, 12, Sidney Cook, 

a Lecture.
COUNTRY.

I ndoor.
B irmingham B ranch N. S. S (Bull Ring Coffee House) : 

Thursday, Oct. 21, at 8, W. H. Wood, “  Aerolites, Meteors, and 
Comets : their Nature and Origin.”

B ishop A uckland B ranch N. 8 .8 . (Musgrave's Tea Rooms, 
Bpennymoor) : 3, Members’ meeting.

B lackburn B nanch N. 8. 8. (Spinners’ Institute, St. Peter’s- 
street) : Monday, Oct. 18, at 7.30, H. Percy Ward, “ Why I Deny 
the Existence of a God.”

L iverpool B ranch N. 8. 8. (Alexandra Hall, Islington-squaro) : 
J. T. Lloyd, 3, "Buddha or Christ: Which?”  7, ‘ ‘ God, Man, 
and the Devil.”

Manchester B ranch N. S. 8. (Secular Hall, Rusliolme-road, 
All Saints) : 6.30, Wm. Arthur, “  Who Was Jesus Christ?”

N ottingham (Great 
tianity and Morality.”

Outdoor. 
Market-place) : 7.30, J. Long, "Chris-FLOWERS of FREETH0UGHT

By G. W . FOOTE.
First Series, doth • • • 2s. Gd.
Beocnd Series, doth • • • - 2 b. 6d.

Contains scores of entertaining and informing Essays and 
Articles on a great variety of Freethought topics.

T m  Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon Street, E.C.

BUSINESS CARDS. „. the ffl“9Short advertisements are inserted under this heading ai " j 
of 2a. per half inch and 3s. Cd. per inch. No advertise®  ̂
under this heading can he less than 2s. or extend beyo 

inch. Special terms for several continuous insertion9.
_ -nggigH

FREETHOUGHT BADGES.—The new N.S. 8. BadSefloffer. 
is the French Freethinkers’ emblem—a single Pansy 
Button shape, with strong pin. Has been the meaDj (j . three 
pleasant introductions. Price, single, 2d., postage '¿gygt, 
or more post free. Reduction to Branches.— .S.d*
2 Newcastle-streot, Farringdon-street, E.C. __——

GOOD SUNt TaY TROUSERS. Three pairs to
21s.; all different; patterns free. Overcoats or ye.

W ilson, 22toshes, 25s., to Measure.— H. 
terrace, Bradford.

M.

J. W. GOTT visits Boltou, Horwich, Blackb“ rD’Write 
Burnley next week. Suits, 80s.; Overcoats, J ^  
for patterns.— J. W. Gott, 28 Churcli-bank, Wta—----

ONE PAIR ALL-WOOL BLANKETS, oue Pai5>.|fr£°ca 
Sheets, one Quilt, ouo pair Curtains, three P‘  ̂
Carriage paid 21s. Wonderful bargain.—A. D s 
Bolton road, Bradford.PAMPHLETS by C. COHEN-

FOrS ™ SSio-  their Dangers and

I‘ ull of facts and figures.
An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics -

of ethics, based on the doctrine of Evolution»

Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity - 
Christianity and Social Ethics 
Pain and Providence ...

3i-

6¡-

id-
id-
id-

T he Pioneer P ress, 2 Nowcastlo-street, Farring^0

A LIBERAL OFFER NOTHING l i k e  i t
M il,ion

s oId

Greatest Popular Family Reference Book and Soxology—Almost Given Away.
at 3 and 4 dollars—Now Try it Yourself.

Insure Your L ife -Y o u  Die to W in ; Buy this Book, You Learn to ^  ̂
Ignorance kills-knowledgo savos-bo wiso in time. Men weak®"l_young’ ^LieS’ 
knowing how to live. •• Habits that enslave”  wreck H10T , d 8 matital ^  
lathers fail, mothors are “ bed-ridden,” babies die. Family feu09' if.coutr'°*‘ ^  

divorcos—even murders—All can bo avoided by self-knowledge, opplyiaLv<il
You can discount i___rimv. bv reading ,a j8 a'“1
wisdom of this one

U ive,

ebook  of ‘V’ o S  here and now, by reading a"
color 400 illustrations, 80 lithographs ,

OF COURSP vorr . states, and over ¡¡50prescriptions. ..«jotf'
L  1 0 0  * 0  k n o w  w „ a t  e v k k v o m  0 0 0 1 «  w> h f

T he Y ouno— How to cliooBe the best to 
Tun Married— Hew to ho happy in marriag •
T ub F ond Parent— H ow to havo PrI/ff ja. ¡n.
T he Mother— How to have them witnou , r . •
T he Childless— How to ho fruitful and in.0ell* 
T he Curious— H ow tlioy “  growed ’ well.
T he H kalthv— H ow to enjoy life ami K 1 ^
T he Invalid— H ow to braco up and kooi ^

Whatever you’d ask a doctor you find herein, or (if not, Dr. F. will answer your inquiry F* re.„ -  ^
Dr. Foote's books bave been tho popular instructors of tho mas3os in America for fifty gguntri"

nei- A

xsr. " “ *« «««m <-uu p o p u la r  iiiB ir u c io rs  01 m o  um ssuo ,»  a i u u w .  w .
and always kept up-to-date). For twenty years they have sold largely (from London) to all c You inajr,'truth9 
spoken, and everywhere highly praised. Last editions are best, largest, and most for tho price. np0rtant
l,y not buying, and you may lose your life (or your wifo or child) by not knowing somo of tho vitally

%  t >

Most Grateful Testimonials From E v e r y w h e r e
Gudivodu, India : “  It is a storo of medical knowh-dgo in plainest 

language, and every reader of English would bo benefited 
by it.”—W. L. N.

Triplicane, India: “ I have gone through the book many times, 
and not only benefited myself but many frionds also.”— 
G. W. T.

Pandemia, Turkey : “ I can avowfranMV

.. rarely^»)’ 
t h ^ l3fl.(Cbe>

cb»oifr
auu rnm , JLiirnuv • * ------ , „ 1, n4 «hflup ,

found such an interesting b croin h*9 jj. e fCalgary, Can. : “ The information tber^ „ _ p . x « ^

Somewhat Abridged Editions (800 pp. each) can bo had in

miornmnu/*- - . ,.(__
idoa 0f  lifo—to ho nobler and happig- ~

Da verton, W. Aust.: “ I consldor lt worth
I havo bonofitod muob by it.”— . r MO-W 

G orm a n , Sw odish, F i» nlS ’

tin®3

SP'

Prico EIGHT SHILLINGS by Mail to any A d d r e s s

O R D E R  OF T H E  P I O N E E R
2 NEW CASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.C.

PR E S S ’
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T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y
(LIMITED)

Company Limited by Guarantee.
Registered Office— 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON. E.C. 

Chairman o f  Board o f Directors— Ms, G. W. FOOTE. 
Secretary— Miss E. M. VANCE.

Society was formed in 1898 to afford legal security to the 
“«luisition and application of funds for Secular purposes. .

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society a 
are :—To promote the principle that human conduct 

oould he based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super 
belief- and that human welfare in this world is the proper 

rp all thought and action. To promote freedom of mq y. 
to promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com- 
W f6 seonlarisation of the State, etc., etc.' And to do all such 
j. tb'n63 as are conducive to such objects. Also to >
n u recp' ve. and retain any sums of money paid, given, devi .
,, equeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any 
^  purposes of the Society.
.if"®  liability of members is limited to £1, in case the Society 
liaVr -eVer be wound up and the assets were insufficient to cover 

uities—a most unlikely contingency. ,
Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent 
TC ^inscription of five shillings. l

. the Society has a considerable'number of members, but amucn 
‘a eer number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be 
gamed amongst those who read this announcement. All who join 
.“ Participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship ol 
s resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa- 

tv111 that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profat from 
os Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in 

&ny *ay whatever. a _  . .
v. The Society's affairs are managed by an elected Board oi 

irectors, consisting of not less than five and not more than 
Welve members, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) each year,

but are capable of re-election. An Annual General Meeting of 
members must be held in London, to receive the Report, elect 
new Directors, and transact any other business that may arise.

Being a duly registered body, the Secular Society, Limited, 
can receive donations and bequests with absolute security. 
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to make 
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favor in their 
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension. 
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The executors 
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary course of 
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in 
connection with any of the wills by which the Society has 
already been benefited.

The Society’s solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battcock, 23 
Rood-lane, Fenchurch-street, London, E.C.

A Form of Bequest.—The following is a sufficient form of 
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators :—’ • I give and 
“  bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited, the sum of £ —— 
“  free from Legacy Duty, and I direct that a receipt signed by 
“  two members of the Board of the said Society and the Secretary 
“  thereof shall be a good discharge to my Executors for the 
“  said Legacy.”

Friends of the Society who have remembered it in their wills, 
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary of 
the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will 
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential. This is not necessary, 
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, and 
their contents have to be established by competent testimony.

CLEARANCE SALE.
To make room for fresh stock.

THE BOOK OF GOD
IN THE LIGHT OF THE HIGHER CRITICISM.

BY

G. W. FOOTE.
Co n t e n t s : —  Introduction —  The Bible Canon —  The Bible and Science —  Miracles and 

'tchcraft— The Bible and Freethought— Morals and Manners— Political and Social Progress 
■"Inspiration— The Testimony of Jesus— The Bible and the Church of England— An Oriental 
Book-—Fictitious Supremacy.

COLONEL INGERSOLL’S OPINION.
8o°d h 1 haV° rCad With grCat pleasure yonr Do°Jc ° f  God' 1 con8ratulate you on your book. It will do great 

1 ecauso it is filled with the best of sense expressed with force and beauty.”—Letter to the Author °

Re d u c e d  f r o m  o n e  s h il l i n g  t o  s i x p e n c e .
(Postage lid .)

° l o t h  copies reduced  to  one  s h il l in g , post fr ee .

PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FABRINGEON STREET, LONDON, E.C.
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SUNDAY EVENING LECTURES
IN THE BEAUTIFUL NEW

ST. JAMES’S HALL,
G R E A T  P O R T L A N D  S T R E E T ,  L O N D O N ,  W.

DURING SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER.
(Under the auspices of the Secular Society, Ltd.)

October 17—Mr. G. W. FOOTE,
“ FALSE GODS: A CRITICISM OF MR. TREE’S NEW

October 23 and 31._M r. G. W. FOOTE.

Doors Open at 7. Chair taken at 7.30. Seats, Is. & 6d. Some Free Seats at the Back-

OUR C L OT H I N G
IS NOT CHEAP

AT THE

EXPENSE OF THE WORKER

This is what a Trade Union Paper says 
“ I was privileged to walk round the 

Clothing Factory of Messrs. Ge o . JESSOP 
AND Son, Ltd., Batley. The buildings are 
well adapted for their business, and far 
ahead of many first-class tailors work­
rooms into which I have been. The place 
is one which is healthy morally as well as 
physically and financially.”

— Factory Times, August 8, 1906.

WE ROB YOU
of the idea that ALL advertisements ¡ire “ y0u
We will show you what value re 
will send 8a. 6d. for a pair of our 
Man ’s Boots.”  . . j  goo^

They are a i ie a d  of all similar
both for STYLE, COMFORT, and ~o oat o%lJUbu lu r  's
They am c XXj.a’lesions nn/u.ClaÎ  manufactured to ou. 
at a he reauJt is “A h ig h -c l a s s*
8s. 6d prico> Lace or Derby p»tter

post free

0 * * 5Our Ladies’ 5s. lid -
repeat, orderbrings us rer - stocKeu 

parts of the world ®
patterns. Lace, 58. 
or Derby, 6s. 3d.

ttoO

Send Postcard for
Patterns and Self-measurement Form.

GEO. JESSOP & SON. LTD.,
Clothing Manufacturers, 

B A T L E Y ,  Y O R K S H I R E .

I f  you require “  Extra tbi f
writes us. Wo have 1 6d■ 1 
to fit you. Gents.,
14s. 6d. Ladies’, from 6s-

ire s'i6

Ordering onoloso postal °r<?ê {je t ° °  
send us u pencilled outline °

When
a n d ---------------- *
a piece of paper as a guiao

»
Exchange.—Wo are always w„„stornami, 

any boots which aro not to TlgFAcTl 
monts. Our aim is to GIVE S'

Catalogue post free on appi*00'*'*011'

Printed and Published by the Piosxxa Paxaa, i  Nowcaatlo-Btroot, London, E.O


