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Vea””"ren can say over “eir religion at four or five
rs old, and their parents that taught them can do no

e atfour or five and fifty.— JOHN ASGILL.

Christian Consistency.

Erson said that under Stoicism every man was a
n,0lc>but in all Christendom (he asked) where is the
J-iatian ? And echo still answers “ Where ?”

Th i ~ave ca”e” Christianity the Impossible Creed,
af ®*®bop Magee, of Peterborough, thought it
car Pu~licly declared that any society which

AQr'8a °Qt the maxims of the Sermon on the Mount
jo 8° to pieces in a week. Christianity is acreed
dav . rncrays>when there is nothing doing. Other
coulvn week ” is aridiculous failure. Christians
Nith  DO™ 8uccee™ i° acting upon it, if they tried,

out securing a place in a workhouse, an asylum,
f a prison.

Stuart Mill, in his essay On Liberty, remarked
the gnmtinns professed to believe the teachings of
the beriDon on the Mount, and did believe them in
hea 8ense.that people do believe what they always
Gy Praised and never see practised. When it
ar 68 to acting, instead of professing, they look
ho» f them (Mill said) and ask Mr. A. and Mr. B.

If A-~ Oy onght to go in obeying Christ.
(GiQ ~iii were alive now he might take the illustra-
Te , °t the Peculiar People. They read the New
ga ,a”eQt as the real Word of God, and they re-
Jrj . Christ as the real Third Person of the Holy
Thev t° ~”~at be commands they loyally try to do.
Whg take his words in the last chapter of Mark
lay be says that those who believe in him “ shall
takfi on tbe sick, and they shall reoover.” They

chauf 6 Worc*s °t Christ’s alleged brother in the fifth
Peer of James :—

of an”™ s*cb amoug y°u ? let him call for the elders
the church; and let them pray over him, anointing

of? oil in the name of the Lord : And the prayer
Un’'> 0 ®ball save tho sick, and the Lord shall raise him

feser ®?ubar People take these “ shalls ” without
eXaeH 1Qn'  “bey believe the Lord’s words to mean
What ~ wbat they say. They act upon them. And
sec , 18 the result? Their fellow Christians pro-
phy8 *bem for using oil and prayer instead of
dav °’ an™ for calling in the elders instead of a
8ent°t’ ~bey are found guilty of manslaughter, and
c°hvif prison with hard labor; yet the jury who
are a3 them, and the judge who sentences them,
hon * 8Wom upon the very book which those poor

Christians have obeyed to their own undoing.
Chri§.- a ourio«8 boob the Bible is—at least in this
fer hrdan- country ! You are liable to imprisonment
hard Inglng it into disbelief and contempt—without
believ- QL' an<*you are liable to imprisonment for

Chr!*?- ~—with hard labor,

ftiao : ,Jan teachers tell us that the whole duty of
With a m~tation of Christ.” But it fares ill
Qreat s”ple person who endeavors to follow the

suhaiat XemPlar- Christ had no visible means of
is, he ?Qce I be had not where to lay his head,—that
for Wn' 8%eP" out of doors. Here are two offences

1 472°° m'gbt be imprisoned as a rogue and a
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vagabond under the law of England. Christ is well
advised to postpone his second advent indefinitely.
His loudest-mouthed disciples would be the first to
set the police upon him. They would soon have him
under look and key, and keep him there as long as
possible. “ The passing of the third-floor back”
would be from Bloomsbury to Wormwood Scrubs.

The classic prayer of Christendom, called the
Lord’'s Prayer, occurs in that same Sermon on the
Mount. Christ taught his followers to pray to their
Father in Heaven: “ Forgive us our debts, as we for-
give our debtors.” If you owe money to aclergy-
man, a churchwarden, a deacon, or an elder, and
guote that text when you are asked for payment, he
will soon favor you with a blue paper. Look at tho
huge and costly legal apparatus in this country for
recovering debts. Look at the thousands of debtors
who are imprisoned for non-payment. Look at the
good Christians who clamor for more rigorous treat-
ment of these poor devils. They are treated as crimi-
nals already, and we do not see what more can be done
unless they are put to death. While they are in
prison they have Bibles allowed them, and they read
“ Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.”
The same pious text is read by their Christian
creditors outside. And no one, except a wicked
infidel, perceives the slightest inconsistency.

Here is another text from the Sermon on the
Mount: “ Give to him that asketh thee, and from
him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away.”
That is how Matthew gives it. Luke puts it even
stronger : “ Give to every man that asketh of thee.”
This is quite explicit. The command is absolute and
universal. Not “ give to him that asketh thee” but
« give to every one that asketh of thee.” There is no
qualification or exception. Such was the teaching
of Christ. And what is the practice of the law in
Christian England ?

At the Guildhall, London, on Tuesday morning, a
man called Henry Edgar, sixty-seven years of age,
was charged on remand with attempting to obtain
£2 by means of a begging letter from the Earl of
Gosford. There was another charge against him of
obtaining £1 from Lord Llandaff by false pretences.
With that, however, we have no particular conoern.
We have only to deal with the oharge of “ attempt-
ing to obtain.” And we must be careful what we
say, as the man was put back for the attendance
of the Earl as a witness. But this much is dear:
attempting to obtain money must be a orime if a
man oan be charged with it in a court of justice.
Now this is directly in the teeth of Christ's teach-
ing. According to that teaching, Henry Edgar did
right in asking for £2, and Lord Gosford did wrong
in refusing him. Even upon other than Christian
grounds it seems strange that it should be a crime
for one human being to ask help of another. Special
circumstances might make it criminal, but to treat
the bare act as a crime seems an abnegation of
humanity. In any case, it ought not to be a orime
in a Christian country. If it be a virtue to give, it
can hardly be a sin to beg; and if a Christian, as a
Christian, is bound to give to everyone that asketh
of him, how can it be right for him, as a citizen, to
give the beggar in charge? Surely this subtle dis-
tinction between the Christian and the citizen is the
veriest hypocrisy.

G. W. Foote.
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The Nature of Religion.—VI.

(Concluded from p. 627.)

The nature of religion being what it is, it having
originated in an entirely erroneous view of nature
and man, it would seem that nothing more need be
said to justify its rejection. Yet something more
must be said, because if there is one thing of which
religionists are apparently convinced it is that re-
ligion, whatever may have been its origin, has been,
and still is, an enormous force in the world for good.
The curious thing is, that when we inquire, What
religion is it that has exerted this beneficent influ-
ence ? the replies effectually conceal each other.
For what each one means by religion being bene-
ficial is his own religion. That of other people’s, he
is the first to point out, is blindly obstructive to the
better interests of mankind. With ourselves, the
avowed object of our widespread missionary activity
is to save other peoples from the evil effects of their
respective religions. Doubtless each of these other
peoples would reciprocate if they possessed the brute
force and impertinence of European Christians. So
that one is forced to conclude either that all religions
are equally useless, or that, while religions are, taken
singly, injurious, taken collectively they are sources
of profound benefit.

What, now, has really been the function of religion
in human history ? One of the first considerations
that strikes one is, that in the history of human pro-
gress religion has always played a conservative part.
If this had been a wise conservatism, seeking to pre-
serve past customs because of their approved value
while, at the same time, ready to admit necessary
reforms, the evil of religion might well be a matter
of extreme doubt. But its conservatism has been of
the most indiscriminating character. Urged, in the
first instance, by the belief that innumerable deities
were ever on the watch, punishing the slightest in-
fringement of their wishes, opposition to reform re-
ceives definite shape and increased strength by the rise
of a priesthood. Henceforth economic interest goes
hand-in-hand with superstitious fears. Whichever
way man turns he finds artificial obstacles erected.
Every deviation from the prescribed path is threatened
with penalties in both this world and the next. The
history of every race and of every science bears elo-
guent and painful testimony of the extent to which
man’s endeavors at improvement have been thwarted,
and his energies wasted in fighting opposition that
ought never to have existed.

This funotion of unreasoning conservatism is not,
it must be remembered, accidental. It belongs to
the very nature of religion. Dependent upon the
maintenance of primitive ideas, no matter how they
are disguised, religion has everywhere set itself in
opposition to new ideas and to any change in the
existing order. Herbert Spencer has very properly
reminded us that primitive religious beliefs are,
“ under the conditions in which they occur, rational.”
This is perfectly true, and it is this that provides the
seed-plot of future conflict. For religion is an early
attempt to account for certain phenomena, with the
explanation expressed in terms of life. And along
this road there is opportunity for little or no develop-
ment. For all growth in knowledge is by way of
substituting the conception of mechanical causation
for that of life and volition. And, further, knowledge
can only grow by encroaching on the territory occupied
by religion. Thus, while religion is committed by its
nature to a vitalistic interpretation of phenomena,
science is equally committed to the task of explain-
ing these phenomena in non-vitalistic or in anti-
vitalistic terms. Opposition is thus set up at the
beginning, and it must continue to the end. What
the “ Conflict between Science and Religion ” really
involves is the contest between a lower and a higher
stage of culturo ; it means the attempt to maintain
an earlier and a discredited interpretation of nature
in the faco of later and more accurate theorising.
Tho old cannot bo maintained without anathema-
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tising the new ; the new cannot be asserted wit
denying the old. The conflict is thus inevitat >
the antagonism is irreconcilable. 0
It lies, therefore, in the very nature of the
that religion, as religion, can give no real help 1
man in his efforts to understand himself * te
world. Whatever good religion may appear to “ﬁi
in the course of history is to bo properly accredi
to non-religious forces with which, in the conrSgi
its history, it has become casually associated,
religion, as such, being concerned with the estao -
ment of amicable and beneficent relations betw
man and mythical supernatural beings, it can e
no real and direct influence for good on human P~
gross. Far from it doing so, it can be easily show ~
exert a quite opposite influence. The energy
man spends, and has always spent, upon gaining
goodwill of his gods is almost an exact measu anj
the energy withdrawn from tho more legitimn .1l
more profitable task of effecting an improvem@n
human conditions. Religion not only inflict8 1 J~0
by the direct withdrawal of energy, but also y
wasto of energy involved in fighting religious °fKary
tion. Let anyone consider, first, how, c ,gjge
after century, workers in every branch of jOo of
and reform have had to spend no small per ~

their energies in fighting religious opposition i0
secondly, tho position the world might have ~,le
to-day had men been free to devote tleir

strength to those problems that called for P jjjfl

further, w ~
N

solution. Or let cue consider,
record of human achievement might read li

had the work of enlightenment been taken up
point where the old Greek and Roman wor

centuries of storm’ , nsfcead there being so many
as a consequence nNf*?u an<J retrogression intervening
Church. Bienn domination of the Chnstum
and Vanini at n @< Galileo in their prisons, Bran
manner in whi b 8t e>are apt illustrations of th
development  fBreh>ion has obstructed the f f
obstr-K It~ * ™ Collect and of *e
Again consign °f[erod to human well-being.
human nmrrmi Gnormous incubus placed
devoted Pto athIS by th° institnfcmn of a priesthoo

Brger RURBS of RAIGH Sl REMBLIELIRER. W

all civilised people, while thglfg‘i\fitenuatiom

Present so man ®of tha ord *

atn not concerr¥nf r~ [tes uPoa human indusuj-

a Priesthood mav wbnt individual membérsO

18as priests thaler ° In ibeir cap_acit% of citizens; 1
classesJ am detlli°g with them. Withthe

reformers has bon ? ean proportion of earnest sod
makers; but I .n iound amongst tailors and boo

argued that, thero°fn bat bas bi
boots orironZ i, e3 tle should S
tho good that. a '8_— JaBt as little snuu,~

capacity of oitisn Pric:Bt may do incidentally 10
an agent of thn ° w,”han estimate of his n"ilx/m3

tbat of all the:*Upov?atural. And the truth re®1?
raised man from Ven*ona and discoveries that e

Priesthood as sr.haval’ aot opg s Satti
tbo energies of nu'n ° ao confidently \\Be

eoocentrated L th° Priesthoods in the world
Prayers, formula a 8Dffio community, and a
end, they Whi,i3 ' ax* doctrines devoted to t
°f that comm 0°t succeed in advancingthe

) {Jar and %WaTtSf bly a BLn e iota’ test Parfl
mtic class thel  Pneathood is the greatest
both In 8 °rid rélas knf)wn. All overtb s

go and civilised times, we

; ; ..TM *J d f *
organised priesthood enthronea, eog,Tjty, '",,ar%t0

N
{6

sistenco wrung from toil through ci the * Oe
wealth through self-intorost. f ,{gj we e selef
medicino-hut up to tho modorn cat tbs et
earth covered with edificos dovo r tbl S jpg
service of imaginary deities. tbe'r  jOfiO

hood favored with special privilege >aJ

rolioved from taxation, and ovens p Ogia tb
upon tho pooplo for thoir oreotion s»d.°o0i ™ '
Tho gods may no longer demand  eaoribc
firstborn, but they still demand
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nergy( and money (jhat might well be applied else-
?rf'. And the people, in their crass stupidity,
aintain in every country a large body of non-pro-
cer8 whose whole training and interest compel
play the part of irreconcilable opponents to

IIbf ty and progress.
is f aave already pointed out how little reason there
or believing either that morality owes its incep-
effQ rtdbgion or that its development is favorably
ected thereby. AIll | need note here is that, as
tinra lby 38 only consciously aided by a clear peroep-
wpU conditions of human wellbeing, it cannot
kn bo assisted by views of life that all rational
tin°’w”e~"e sbows to be without the slightest founda-
D In fact. Also we have to bear in mind the
sitive distortion of conduct by religious beliefs,
of r 2 ally> evdution makes for the greater sanctity
m | er vvithin the limits of the tribe, at least. This
Co awm case, since wore it otherwise the essential
Bnt u On °f associated life would bo jeopardised,
of }i Yre We bave to note the fact that the shedding
rel’ was "or ages the normal accompaniment of
fip*™+0ns belief and practice. Mr. Tylor very signi-
oantiy sayS. « Men do not stop shOrt at the per-
» F.siOn that death releases the soul to a free and
a~iVQ existence, but they quite logically proceed to
th8 nabtlre by slaying men in order to liberate
rer'F SOuls for ghostly uses.” To the influence of
Pp'®”?118 belief we have to ascribe the widespread
actice of human sacrifice, the killing of slaves and
tfiveS ~ bbe ~ea”b of a chief or husband. When to
te3We & creation of purely fictitious offences,
tab Con®U8'™ng of man’'s moral sense by the system of

~' u>and the counting of offences against the gods
look" [ * 0% ] than offences against man, one
ook" /“ 0* 3 serious L. .
enn V n va’h f°r any good done by religion that will
poterbalance this monument of widespread evil,
by ~ aliy—nob bbat the list of offences committed
tjy*Ohgion is by any means exhausted—one has to
e.n°fe of the depressing influence of religion on
6a .Inb°flcctual development of mankind. From the
and"B" generationa the man who had the strength
far bo ~oubt the reality of the gods was, as
dav  COldd be, suppressed. Right up to our own
°f tb®° 8 eak fche truth about religion has been one
w bo gravest offences one could commit. The
her  bunb °f the savage marked the way for the
ratf8 bunb the Christian. During all the gene-
thin?08 bkab lay between, the strong and independent
en .er has been made to feel the full weight of the
r’bk a "\ organised religion; the race has been
self = . °* *ts finest products by religious bigotry and
°hst « erest. In this way religion has not only
bQ *Uctod progress, it has actually—even though it
ratified unconsciously—worked for race degene-
fear>n' instead of being elevated as an ideal, the
ana thinker has been held up as one to be avoided
jj-c.°udemned.
relj,:18 useless arguing that the evils produced by
reijb.°n Were casual, and therefore do not affect
iuibe?? as such. It is not true; they are deeply
reiic- aQd in the very nature of the thing itself. All
thr|n? | take8.ita rise in error, and vested error
f°r® u ed with destruction instinctively resorts to
of r aud, and imposture for defenoe. The history

soat hasog g fle KRR TapBifeHs deltsish
Vear8l°g its hold on the better minds of the race,
intgll y year it is being more widely recognised how
Thej actually unjustifiable and morally useless is the

both theory. It explains nothing and it does
ar@ 'QJ  And yet in its name millions of pounds
—w'B “ 8fluandered, and many thousands of

the r Ibhdrawn from useful labor and saddled upon
herQ °s* °t the community for maintenance. But

economic and intellectual forces
ra@? firne are combining for the liberation of the
ti°n its historio incubus. Complete emancipa-
oo™, bl not come in a day, but it will oorae, and its
Ulane® jnvelves the fexuratibn to the service of
fleroci men”al and moral energy hitherto squan-

In the service of a fictitious deity.
C. Cohen.
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The Four Gospels.

“ The Correspondence of the Rev. David Smith, D.D.,”

in the British Weekly, for September 80, is of such a
character that we feel bound to call special attention

to it. “ One of the Old Faith ” reports the following

statement attributed to a friend : “ It is now a well

known fact that the Gospels were not written until a
hundred years after Christ, so that the accuracy of

their statements cannot be relied on, as the writers

had only the information which had been handed

down through all those years.” This the reverend

gentleman characterises as “ a piece of blatant
ignorance,” and then adds : “ It is absolutely certain
that the Synoptic Gospels were written well into the
first century. St Luke’s is the latest of the three,
and it is assigned by some to the reign of Dometian
(A.D, 81-96) but there is reason for putting it some-
where between Ap. 75 and 80.” Dr. Smith could
not blame us if we called that passage “ a piece of
blatant dogmatism.” Instead of doing so, however,
we shall quote a sentence from an article by Professor
Schmiedel, who is, to say the least, quite as competent
to judge as Dr. Smith. The sentence is based on “ the
weightiest evidences of the employment of Josephus
by Luke” both in the Gospel and in the Acts, and is
as follows: “ In that case the year 100 A.p. will be
the superior, and somewhere about 110 A.D. the
inferior, limit of the date of its [the Gospel’'s] com-
position.” Will Dr. Smith exclaim concerning this
pronouncement, “ A piece of blatant ignorance ” ?
Professor Schmiedel refers to several passages in
Matthew’'s Gospel “ on account of which many are
disposed to bring down the date of the entire Gospel
as late as to 130 A.0.” Is this another “ piece of
blatant ignorance ” ? With regard to the Gospel of
Mark, Professor Schmiedel has the temerity to
observe that it may have received its final form later
even than those of Matthew and Luke. It should
be borne in mind, in this connection, that Dr.
Schmiedel is Professor of New Testament Exegesis
at Zurich, and cannot be guilty of the “ blatant
ignorance ” Dr. Smith inferentially ascribes to him.
And yet he does not fix the date of a single Gospel
“well into the first century.”

What advantage is to be derived from an early
dating of the Gospels it is difficult to perceive. Even
according to Dr. Smith, the Evangelists were but
“ editors of existing material,” and it is well-known
that editors claim and exercise the right of selecting
their material. When, however, the reverend gentle-
man adds, “ 1 venture to affirm that there is no
history in the world which carries equal credentials,”
he simply poses as a blind dogmatist. By the
“ existing material” to which he alludes he means
“the Oral Tradition which emanated from the
Apostles.” We submit that Dr. Smith cannot prove
that the Oral Tradition emanated from the Apostles.
Neither he nor anybody else possesses data on which
such an assertion can be verified. Consequently, to
declare that “ the Gospels therefore are the testimony
of the men who companied with the Incarnate Son
of God and enjoyed his daily fellowship during the
years of his earthly ministry ” is to play the theo-
logian against the critic. Professor Schmiedel is
much nearer the truth when he says, “ The credi-
bility of the Gospel history cannot be established by
an earlier dating of the Gospels themselves in any
higher degree than that in which it has already been
shown to exist.”

“ Regarding the Fourth Gospel,” Dr. Smith pro-
ceeds, “it was once the fashion to bring its date
down to the middle of the second century, but the
force of evidence has pushed it back until the tradi-
tional date is generally conceded, and it is recognised
that, if the author was not St. John, he was at all
events his contemporary.” Coming from an orthodox
divine, this cannot be labelled “ A piece of blatant
ignorance,” nor can it be accepted as an accurate
presentation of the facts. Both the authorship and
the date of this Gospel are unknown, and there is no
means of ascertaining either. Dr. Smith makes
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much of the fact that in the part of the Clementine
Homilies, which was missing until 1853, there is a
guotation from the Fourth Gospel; but, on examin-
ing it, we discover that it is not a quotation from
any document whatever, but a general reference to a
great miracle which Jesus was said to have per-
formed. As these Homilies probably date “ from the
former half of the second century,” and contain a
quotation from the Fourth Gospel, it follows that
the Gospel must be assigned an earlier date—say
about the year 100 A.D. So argues Dr. Smith. Un-
fortunately for his argument, Professor Fisher, of
Yale University, says (History of the Church, p. 74)
that the Homilies were not composed until about
170 A.D., and Dr. Samuel Green (A Handbook of
Church History, p. 187) is of the same opinion ; while
the erudite author of Supernatural Religion (p. 801)
declares that the majority of scholars are agreed in
placing them anywhere between the middle of the
second century and one or two centuries later. The
truth is, according to the latter critic, that “ there is no
certain ground upon which a decision can be based.”
Indeed, as Dr. Smith himself says, “ it is perilous to
dogmatise on the delicate questions of Criticism,”
and we hope he will take the lesson to heart, and
refrain, for the future, from denominating any opinion,
expressed by oritics fully as competent himself, “ A
piece of blatant ignorance.” His treatment of “ One
of the OId Faith's” statement is contemptuous
rather than convincing, and worthier of a biassed
dogmatist than of a cautious critic. It may satisfy
“ One of the OId Faith,” but it will only disgust his
friend.

In Dr. Smith’s short paragraph there occurs one
entirely true sentence. *“ The truth is, however,” he
says, “ that it matters little when these Gospels were
written, or which is the earliest, since the Evan-
gelists were not original authors.” Even if it could
be conclusively proved that the Four Gospels were in
use before the close of the first century, the truth of
their contents would be as open to challenge as ever.
Even if they had been partly written during Jesus’s
lifetime they might have been as unhistorical as Don
Quixote. Fairy-tales did not take long to grow in
those credulous days. They often sprang up round
about a man’s name while he was yet alive. There
was nothing of which Alexander was prouder than
the fact that in the temple of Jupiter Ammon he
was honored as a son of Zeus, and Augustus availed
himself of every suitable opportunity to disseminate
the fable “ that his mother Atia was once, while
asleep in the temple of Apollo, visited by the god in
the form of a serpent, and that in the tenth month
afterwards he himself was born.” It is not reported
that Jesus disowned Joseph as his father and pro-
claimed his virgin birth; but, oven if it had been,
the story would have been no more credible on that
account. Augustus was, in many respects, an excep-
tionally great emperor; but nobody believes to-day
that he was a son of Apollo. Jesus may have been
ever so good a man, but that would not verify the
legend that he was “ conceived of the Holy Ghost
and born of the Virgin Mary.” The truth or false-
hood of the story that he rose from the dead on the
third day is not affected by the answer to the ques-
tion whether it was of early or of late origin. It is
said that Professor Harnack is a recent convert to
the traditional views as to the authorship and date
of the Gospels and the Acts, but he is not a convert
to their entire historicity. Professor Schmiedel and
Dr. Arno Neumann are not such extremists in criti-
cism as Bauer and others of the Tubingen school
wore, and yet they do not hesitate to reject all
Gospel passages in which Jesus claims Deity for
himself, or others ascribe it to him. In spite of the
emphatic declarations in the Epistles that Jesus was
God and died that ho might become the objective
ground of the world’s redemption, and in spite of all
the miracles recorded in the Gospels, these men see
in the Galilean only an exclusively human being
whom God highly honored.

The attitude of Freethinkers to the Four Gospels
is exceedingly simple. Their verdict upon them is
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identical with that which theologians, Old and N »
pass upon similar Pagan writings. They afP, an
them the same canons of criticism as they do t°
other literary productions. To them all books

are of a purely human origin, and they judge ®
all by the same standard. If theologians read >
Latin work that on several occasions Augustus ra
the dead, they would instantly exclaim, iif
wholly legendary, and no sane person can beliey6 ~
But when Freethinkers treat the alleged ralsiDor.
Lazarus in precisely the same manner they are
rifled beyond measure, and say, “ Jesus was B
Incarnate Son of God, and raising the "ea™,yreis
easy to him as breathing.” To such a plea "v_ald
only the obvious answer that it is very specia 1
as false. The Buddhists are equally since »
regarding Gotama as virgin-born, omniscien’ in
absolutely sinless. There is certainly nothl” (ke
herently more incredible in the legend tb
Buddha “ descended of his own accord in ~&B
mother's womb from his throne in heaven
there is in the Gospel story of the visit of a g0y
to Mary with this astounding message : “

Ghost shall come upon thee, and the Powefr 0 als

Most High shall overshadow thee; where o gD
that which is to be born shall be called A ddbin
of God.” Then on what ground do both the ad
and the Christian believe each his own scrip
disbelieve that of the other ? Having no a
Freethinker is logical, and rejects both leg
utterly groundless. , e\eg”
“ A piece of blatant ignorance ”! What a rOjy n
phrase for one divine to fling at another jipoa
account of a conscientious difference o a
Whether the Gospels were composed eary ~ $e

growing number of critics are coming ~oU.:dlg a®
conviction that they are human produo j uft

that much of their matter must be Pron® verytbili

believable. Does even Dr. Smith believe pdS e
recorded in these Christian documents

deny that there are any mythical 0l0Deel? jedel g°
at all ?  If not, how can ho oondemn °c porti®
Neumann because they characterise a 8 ejBiw
of their contents as mythical ? Whbate charS,
be said against these advanced critic» befe?
twm with “ blatant ignorance” is_ °mdV tb0 *
comment. And many of those who e J M
toricity of the Gospels altogether, are &K
Robertson seems to do in his Pagan Cw .’ Orauc'
lutely guiltless of indulging in “ hlaba Oxaotly
They are only treating the Gospels ] rroyP-
Christians treat all other literature. j. T.

Juy.

The Narratives in Genesis

Postdiluvian Patriarchs-
(Continued from p- M6) N N «&E
Forrtowing the Yahvistic narrative longing;

fusion of tongues” (Gen. xi. 1-9)
graph by the Priestly writer (xi. 1 , Jnt> j $e

These ai#a tha generations.of kh@llacendaD*Bm fbe

graph the writer enumerates the Abim |, bf
mythical Shem in a direot lin0 natiofl, Of b®
reputed founder of the Hebrew ~ jta ~o
giving the age of eaoh descendan edo .$0
successorm®birth, ho records the «"» ¢ j tW »J
years betw8#n the legendary of »

this founder, These®lineal descenda’\] fiber,
stated to have been Arpachshad,® 0 ,ftef
Reu, Serug, Nahor, Terab, anb%m 292 t

namod patriarch having been s8
the Flood. verso® jtef

Of tho remainder of this chaptO" Spriest2(r CO»
are by tho Yahvist, and 81-82 by ™ e d
In the nexbchapter (xn.) the h teen of
tributes only verso 4 (la~ fh°epen °I
verse C; all tho rest aro frO® jy verO -~r, *#0
In tho chapter following (nil) -€Stly ~ 1Ib1l
11, and part of 12 aro by tb0 * Beouti*Q,
narrative, notwithstanding,18
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w .,8e@n by reading the detached portions of this
5. .rs narrative (Gen. xi. 27, 81, 82 ; xi. part of 4,

" xlu- 6>part of 11 and 12) as one continuous para-
p h —as under.

1Now these are the generations of Terah. Terah
~bram, Nahor, and Haran ; and Haran begat Lot
(abort Yahvist narrative.) And Terah took Abram his
and Lot the son of Haran, his son’s son, and Sarai
bis daughter in law, his son Abram’s wife; and they
~ent forth with them from Ur of the Chaldees, to go
mto the land of Canaan; and they came unto Haran,
and dwelt there. And the days of Terah were 205
years: and Terah died in Haran. (Short Yahvist nar-
rative.) And Abram was seventy-five years old when
oe departed out of Haran. And Abram took Sarai his
ij“® and Lot his brother’s son, and all their substance
at they had gathered, and the souls that they had
gotten in Haran ; and they went forth to go into the
and of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came.
( °ng Yahvist narrative.) And the land was not able to
ear them, that they might dwell together: for their
substance was great, so that they could not dwell
ogether. (Short Yahvist narrative.) And they separated
emselves the one from the other. Abram dwelled in
o land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities of the
Plain,”  {yanYist narrative to-end &f chapter.)

The 8ntences of the Yahvist narrative immediately
e« 8 and foll°wing the last detached portion of
“riestly narrative, when placed together, read:—
. “ So Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan ; and Lot
Journeyed east, and pitched his tent toward Sodom.”
<ij? f°regoing is given as a sample of how Bible
Willd°ry ” was written. Considerable ingenuity, it
pi . seen, is displayed by the Hebrew compiler in
@ In8 the two accounts together. He could not, of
Jeni8e>prevent two statements of events or inci-
but d *10m continually appearing in his compilation ;
8, devont Bible readers never think of noticing
the Jitters, more especially as repetition is one of
bar ° ~ racteristics of Hebrew poetry. The Priestly
lawFa 6 *8 8k°rij and precise, and is stated with
fre TN'bke circumlocution; the Yahvist supplies
incidents and interesting details,
of h' 7a8t'named writer tells us in the first portion
Ter h narra™ve that Haran died before his father
jiii  ; that Nahor,his brother, took Haran's daughter
harra8 *° w*e’ and ~at Sarai, Abram’s wife, was
Prijfief.~~ma;tters with which the more dignified
J stly writer did not concern himself.
tel]lQ 8Gcond portion of his narrative the Yahvist
bland"8 ~ a® 8od ya,hveh had called Abram, com-
5 i “eave his country and kindred and
tC ° the *an(i °f Canaan ; promising at the same
8hoi m ma”e °f him a great nation, and that in him
The p = ' ~he Emilies of the earth be blessed.”
can ,nestly writer knew nothing of this divine
4 represents Terah as leaving Ur of the
Pakinl'ggg”*. ~*8 own accord, without any such call
~Pot~dJ Nis relatives and servants with him.  The
anat’ .e80en”™ants of Abram had, of course, become
for ¢,IOn*n bhe Yahvist writer's time—which accounts
In  B°ry of Yahveh's promises to Abram.
afte the fourth portion of his narrative, following
of a, a fitory concerning strife between the herdmen
“ the raEn an”™ Bot, this romancing writer represents
of  hiord” as giving fresh promises to the founder
Cala6 Jewish nation after that patriarch had entered
The Lord on this occasion is reported as
8 to Abram —
‘For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give
" abd to thy seed for ever. And | will make thy seed
th a du8* °* earih: 80 that if a man can number
bored”* °* eartb, then shall thy seed also be num-

toj~8  doubt, very good of “ the Lord ” to promise
Cauao6 \V* ~“bram the land then in possession of the
I'bsterY 68 and Hittites, and also to give it to his
patriot, " I°r ever but, unfortunately for that
fulfilled and bis descendants, neither promise was
po8& <, Baring the whole of his life Abram never
by D more than one field, and that he acquired
Dtoygo cbbse from “ Ephron the Hittite ” (Gen. xxiii.).
(@.U mfr as the result of their war with the Romans

'bj the Jews had wrested from them the land
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which their god had promised them should be an
eternal possession, and to this day have had no
country they can call their own. In this case, the
Yahvist writer omitted to follow the maxim “ Never
prophesy unless you know.” When he predicted that
“ the seed of Abram” should become a nation and
possess the land of Canaan, he was on firm ground,
for both events had been realised: but when he
hazarded a prophecy respecting events which were
to occur many centuries after his time, his inspira-
tion failed him. He had no foreknowledge of the
great empire which should arise to mar his patriotic
prediction. And this is the case as regards all the
Bible “ prophecies” : unless written after the events
predicted, they are falsified by the course of history.

There now remains to be noticed but the third
Yahvist narrative, which, like the other three,
appears to have been unknown to the Priestly
writer. There was a famine, the writer says, in the
land of Canaan, and as there was always oorn in
Egypt, Abram went down to that country “to
sojourn there.” On the way the worthy patriarch
said to Sarai his wife: “ Behold now I know that
thou art a fair woman to look upon; and it shall
come to pass, when the Egyptians shall see thee,
that they shall say, This is his wife; and they will
kill me, but they will save thee alive. Say, | pray
thee, that thou art my sister, that it may be well
with me.” To the latter request the loving wife
agreed. When the two were come into Egypt “ the
Egyptians beheld the woman that she was fair,” and
some of the princes who had seen her “ commended
her before Pharaoh,” with the result that “the
woman was taken into Pharaoh’s house.” Sarai’s
pious “ brother ” let her go, well knowing the pur-
pose for which she was intended. Pharaoh, it would
seem, was well satisfied with the last addition to his
harem; for he “ entreated Abram well for her sake,”
and made presents to the supposed brother of “ sheep
and oxen, and he-asses, and menservants, and she-
asses, and camels.” Thus was Abram comforted.

How long these interesting relations lasted is not
stated; but Abram would probably have lost his
beloved Sarai altogether, had not Yahveh come to
the rescue. That god.it is said, “ plagued Pharaoh
and his house with great plagues beoause of Sarai,
Abram’s wife.” What was the nature of these
plagues is not stated, nor are we told how Pharaoh
knew that they were sent on account of his new
wife: but these are mere details. It goes without
saying that neither Abram nor Sarai gave that King
the slightest hint that the latter was a married
woman. However, when Pharaoh discovered the
relationship, he “ called Abram and said, What is
this that thou hast done unto me? Why didst thou
not tell me that she was thy wife ? Why saidst
thou, She is my sister, so that | took her to be my
wife ?" (Revised Version).

In the Septuagint the words italicised read: “ and
| took her for a wife to myself." There can thus be
no doubt as to the meaning. Yet, in the Authorised
Version, this sentence is rendered : “ so | might have
taken her to me to wife "—which is not quite the
same thing. However, all is well that ends well:
the king restored to Abram his wife, and the two
left Egypt together—richer in slaves and cattle than
when they entered it.

But to properly appreciate this highly moral Bible
story, we must look for a moment at the complaisant
wife's age. Abram, on first coming into the land of
Canaan, was 75 years old; consequently, Sarai at
this time was 65 years of age (Gen. xvii. 17). On
the going down into Egypt, Abram’s wife would be
between 65 and 70 years of age, and, in a climate
where women reach maturity at an early age and
are prematurely old at forty, her personal appear-
ance could have been nothing but that of an old
scarecrow—a regular “ Aunt Sally.” Yet it was
this doddering old Biddy, we are told, that set all
the young men who beheld her raving about her
beauty : and it was this decrepit old Granny that
charmed the heart of a king, and made him forget
all the young and comely inmates of his harem.
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The story is really too ridiculous for serious con-
sideration.

With regard to the statement that Abram came
into Canaan from Ur of the Chaldees, it may be
remarked that there really was a place in Babylonia
called “ Ur,” and that the name “ Abram” was a
common one in that country. Further than this,
nothing is known of the Abram legends.

Abracadabra.

(To be continued.)

Acid Drops.

Ex-Rev. Dr. Lunn (or is he still “ Rev.”?) started his
political campaign at Boston with a lot of pious nonsense
about “ atheist ” millionaires, whom he seems to think very
numerous— though it has never been our luck to come across
one of them. Dr. Lunn told his first meeting of Boston
electors that he once attended a dinner of the Clover Club of
Philadelphia, whose motto was :(—

“ Whilst we live we live in clover ;
When we die we die all over.”

“ cursed motto,” Dr. Lunn said, was “ the atheism of
We do not understand this expression, and
we do not suppose that Dr. Lunn does; but he evidently
wanted to say something nasty about “ atheism.” As for
the “ cursed motto,” we beg to remind Dr. Lunn that it
would suit most rich people in Christian countries like
England and America. They don’t really believe in a future
life; they merely keep up the pretence of it to bamboozle
the rest of the population ; and they do live in clover as far
as possible. So, we believe, does Dr. Lunn. He can reply
to this, if he pleases, by telling us the amount of his annual
income, and the total of his investments.

This
individualism.”

The Churches in the United States try as hard as they do
here to get the control of public education. We have been
favored with a copy of the Los Angeles Times, California,
containing the report of a sermon by the Rev. Charles
Edward Locke, pastor of the First Methodist Episcopal
Church. This gentleman groans over the exclusion of the
Bible from the State schools, and argues for its introduction.
Ho contends that the most important part of education is
training in character, and that an “ influence that is indis-
pensable to make true character and pure culture a product
of the public schools is that the Bible should be reverenced
and read.” The reverend gentleman does not attempt to
prove this. He thinks it sufficient to recite a list of more
or less eminent Christians who havo said the same thing.
No doubt ho feels that such a line of advocacy is the bost
for tho audience he is addressing. But ho would have to
adopt a very different attitude in general open debate. Even
as it is, he does not venture to propose indiscriminate reading
of the Bible. Ho proposes tho reading of “ suitable pas-
sages "— which is virtually an admission that other passages
aro unsuitable. They are so unsuitable, indeed, that the
teacher who read them out to boys or girls in school would
bo dismissed and probably imprisoned.

Mr. Locko talks just like our Dr. Clifford about a know-
ledge of tho Biblo being essential to the study of English
literature— as though ttio Holy Ghost wrote it in Hebrew
and Greek for that very purpose. Ho maintains that with-
out knowledge of the Biblo it is “ impossible to understand
clearly tho glories of Shakespeare, Miltou, and Tennyson.”
Tho only answer to this is to call it nonsense. We may add
that Mr. Locke’s own composition is about the poorest wo
ever encountered. He hasn’'t even read the Biblo to any
‘eliterary ” purpose.

Wo see by the Los Angeles paper that Mr. Locke and his
brother ministers are meeting and agitating and “ raising
hell ” over this question. They want tho Biblo in tho
schools badly, and they won’'t bo happy till they get it. Of
courso. they havo the usual ecclesiastical oye to business.
Besides, every profession likes to see an indefinite time of
prosperity ahead of it. To feel that tho business will last
their lifetime is not enough. Behind tho sure present lurks
tho future insecurity. In tho same way, a niuety-nino
years’ Icaso is good enough for all practical purposes, but
most people prefer a freehold.

From a notice in tho Christian Commonwealth wo seo that
tho editor of tho Occult Review thinks that Mr. R. J.
Campbell has failed to servo any useful purposo in giving
new and more agreeablo meanings to old doctrines. Natur-
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ally, the C. C. objects to this view, but we agree with t
editor of the Occult Review. Probably the worst enemies ~
real progress are those who, instead of rejecting be*l
when they are shown to be baseless, proceed to give

gloss that will make them palatable. With such peopl0
question is never, What do these beliefs or teachings rea J
mean ? but always, What can we make them mean? A
of course, it is fairly easy to make an ancient myth m
anything if one sets seriously to work. The evil oi 1
that certain beliefs being made less obviously repul »
their abolition is prevented, and all the essential 6
remain untouched. The social consequences of such he
remain, while the opportunity for developing mental h »
is lost. Those who might become vigorous antagoms
obsolete beliefs are converted into either passive specta”
or friends. In the war with superstition there is no s
thing as standing on one side. He who does not atta
helping, if in no other way than that of saving it *rom
assault of a possible enemy. __

Rev. N. W. Johnson is in favor of mixing the
church and Sunday-school. He says that he has
cases whore “ the sound of a lady’s voice has thrilled n
through and through more than 10,000 choirs. Mt
depends upon the age and attractiveness of the sing >
wo are nevertheless inclined to agree with Mr. Johnso

G?°J\ has Just received a striking testimony as to &

truth of his discovery of the North Pole. A whole church

headcd by its minister, has passed a resolution

expressing its conviction that Dr. Cook’s story is true. Tb

church in question is situated in Brooklyn, and the esplo«*

ber, th' rcof' ~obably this will settle tho quest«0*’
fr a * Uokind cntic* suggest that the minister 8?

his fo lowers are not blind to the advertising value of «J
resolution. We shall expect to see Dr. Cook’s exploit 03
as proof of the truth of tho doctrines taught in that P
ticular church, and we have no doubt this proof will bo

convincing as any other that may be used.

* ™

The North Polo will never bo discovered. So says
Glazcr to a Montreal Daily Witness reporter. Ho base3
dictum on tho Talmud. That settles it. Cook and Pear y

outside 1

Rabbi Glazer assures us that there is nothing at the P’j®
but an immense void— whatover that is. He informsus o{
within 250 miles of tho Polo tho noiso of tho planets an

e earth s axis would bo overwhelming. No human ,
could survive it. Rabbi Glazer’s skull should be oi S

interost in a phrenological museum.

Wo aro a great pooplo and deeply interested in the "3,
peoples under our rule, and those with whom *®. ja,s
commercial and other relations. So our leading P<T’goOr

sure ‘Yet on tho teaching of Oriental langu™o Atli
T,rDWo ds.but i*bing ox unuu,., "
% rcs OSé?ggltilﬁlnal igyear, Wlfj‘llijf Gem‘any,

jusi 1 an annual Sim °fVards Eastern races, can afford
"one thorouehlv m  -£10,000. A committee that h

SDen, ProporlvJ 0 tho wattcr reports that to BU
Pent. Whereupon oL, °? £12,000 annually ahonld™

PrePared to find 4 e&8*ativo lords announce thatt 7
Din-* ~ad it boon “narter of the sum required, hut ,
anllions for Dread” <Juesiion of finding a few additior™

for" M ANCOET HIR iR 8V 13 At FABRE/ R Y ed
Prsc-stringF, Of *k-P Scs or for sciontiffc research tlia (

' der outlook ttithiV*“ 084 pions nation are drawn Uncial
P yI.of view monel °nViDc.°th™ that evenfroma

cy is far from h”'”g%ﬂéﬁ%@?&%?gua'

the religion of thrliu“~ .saY8 that ho views with abrfjjjby

IB ‘a farrago of rBtian Scientists, but their ph' (0]
be8 to Point out tho?-Sen8a” Wo akree with him;
oomo of the rolwint* >0 tlleir caB0 tJo philosophy is &g

1 r- lhittoobu and lrom nonsense, nonsense N ts
io other with «2., 08 WItb ODO piece of nonsense»  ,-oai
specialist. Ho hnc 5°'. This is tlw worst of th® 10
onse but his own  h to,fratiou or sympathy f°r ¢"f ntists
fusing to read h !° aso objocts to christian Bh
ending creates dn U8 a8a'nst their belief be’a. bisis
°0jy tho policy' of and, therefore, disease. - too,
obJcct to oo Hattonbury and his kind. + " 0
BUdb reading cr0r book® «gainst Christianity ~ Ot.
Pattenbury cay J ;i3 AR HitfEREncA e 8/\9 A?ﬁe

Professor L. H, Weston, of
reported by tho newspapers to ha'
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Thcifi*'°n of Jesus Christ at 12 noon on April 18, a.d. 29.
a efe ®ems to us a mistake here. The real date must
tion M ii0 le  We read that Professor Weston’s calcula-
te IS !based upon the position of the sun and the moon.”
1Poeially the moon, we should say.

Ihe ®ible bo published in modern English ? is the

1 estiou asked in a religious weekly. Well, for our part, we
U Wero' Those who wished to read it in the old version
its ~shh do so; but for the mass of the people a deal of
reaT+i861" and its glamor would be gone. As it is, people
o} .0 Biblical stories in a style of language that is no
In use, and it has the same effect upon them that the
jju*Ing_°f Latin has upon an ignorant Catholic peasantry.
eanV e ~le objection raised to popular Freethought propa-
doo a 18really dne to tbo fact that the Freethought speaker
8 " eh religious belief in the vernacular. People are

b n able to realise the full value of the Biblical stories, and
thp~f6 N ley are SOen *n their true light the unthinking and
the Inposted raise the cry of vulgarity. As the case stands,
asoradiDS or rePeating of intrinsically ridiculous stories in
guaOEnn manrier! >n a special place aDd in an archaic lan-
bG rea'ly prevents the mass of the people realising what

in tl aOtually mean. If Jack and the Beanstalk were read
the 0 satne manner and amid similar surroundings, much
BjuiSatQe effect would be produced as is now evoked by the
6Vp ' 14 is a perception of the truth of this that has caused
be , attempt to translate the Bible into the vernacular to
B v~ f6*ed with the charge of vulgarising the Scriptures,

by ti rBeans let as have the Bible in the language spoken
y be peoplo— that is, if we wish them to understand it.

mi

iQ ,!le ®ev, J. Ossian Davies, dealing with “ Harvest Joy ”
the #].British Congrcoationcilist for September 23, offers
thi-Sllhest and most preposterous explanation imaginable of
Pond ~ear'B scanty crops. “ Has not God the right,” he
Pro or,ously asks, “ to act in his own way with his own
talk'6* - The fields are his, not ours.” Fancy a man
adds0®,in "hat 'nsane fashion at this time of day 1 Then he
sPoiVv fj ~ by P°rmitting a few cornfields and hayfields to
ope ''6e h'Oid is disciplining his moral creatures, and
ri,,] .'b? their eyes to see that the royal sceptre is in his own
tkOu,,j anfh then what right have we to complain ?” We
buri5) ”~at ancmnt and stupid superstition was dead and
sUrc f wero evidently mistaken. We are absolutely
Serv °f Ono ~hing, namely, that its revival now will only
evr0 ,? hasten the death and burial of belief in any and

cry hmd of Diety.

~aclf'i *he Christian World, says that “ labor,
Ckfjgj.. ai ah points by Nature's sanctions, has, through
I"bor '.a”~hy, become a religion.” Is that the reason why
down' rehg‘on, while being ideally praised, is yet looked
alw uP°n and despised ? Is that the reason why it is
hutfi ' exc'uded from fashionable drawing-rooms? The
*abor IS Christianity has always derided the claims of

"and is only taking them up now to save its own skin.

re)r e a*hude of orthodox Christianity to labor is correctly

Phetni0OCded 'n an address by Father Power on the 1 Blas-

tnieB j68 Socialists.” One of the worst of those blasphe-

Mbm. ;8 '*heir extravagant glorification of Labor.” No,
01 18 not ennobled by Christ.

peacefr? n°~ discuss politics in this paper, but the right of

con"1 abd orderly public meeting is not politics. It
at0 n "s ah political parties alike—as well as parties that
any " Political and never intend to be. There cannot be

reason for disturbing one bona fide public
taee)inf which is not equally valid for every other public
denont8' , We have, therefore, from the very beginning,
~hicfiti tlle “ Suffragette” rowdyism at public meetings
eotern m ey cll°ose to consider fair game for their anarchical
Senaj?j1Se’ It is no good talking about their “ reasons.”
tbQ . e People are too busy to listen to “ reasons ” against
BngiisiVlou?” The right of public meeting is axiomatic in
Mr. « Politics. If Mrs. I'ankhurst likes to assassinate
Bursty /hath, or Mr. Asquith likes to anticipate Mrs. Pank-
‘Qdiffer,, a sldo issue about which we (as Freethinkers) are
Motherut rowdyism at public meetings is quite

NadamentiOr' ?O0rsisted in, and extended, it destroys the
to otal condition of rational progress; which, we beg
mobserve - . -u
*pale suff’ 18 VasUy moro important than female suffrage or
atid win rahe either. And if tho ladies do not know this,
hop atllriot ioarn it, they simply show a want of imagina-
ry are °lginality; or, to put it still more plainly, that
‘oarrviif ab8’hitely wedded to the ancient policy of
fti&eat t8 *?n" to get what they want. We venture to
‘bis tnoth t lem that they are mistaken as to the efficacy of
'"°d when carried over from private to public life.
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A self-willed, unscrupulous, hysterical woman may terrorise
a man who has to live with her, but she cannot play that
game on men who are under no such obligation.

Mr. Frederick Jones Bliss, in the October Century, con-
tributes some personal recollections of George Meredith,
whom he first met in 1893. Meredith at that time had a
“man ” who, on hearing of an interview with the poet by
the Liberal leader, said, “ How proud Mr. Gladstone must
have been to meet the master.” Most people, perhaps,
will regard this as a good joke ; but the “ man ” was essen-
tially right. Meredith was intrinsically a greater man than
Gladstone.

A street poet rejoicing in the “ nom de plume,” as he
called it, of “ Ernest Altruist,” was fined five shillings at the
South-Western Police Court, London, for being drunk and
disorderly. He supposed he was singing, but the police-
man’s evidence was that he was making a “ horrible noise.”
Before he left the dock the strest poet started reciting one
of “ his own compositions,” which we recognise as the work
of an American poet long since dead. “ Dollars and dimes ”
was rather popular forty years ago. It seems to us that
“ Ernest Altruist ” has mistaken his vocation. He should
join a Christian Evidence Society. In time he might
become a Waldron or a Torrey.

Some judges have a curious, but not perhaps unnatural,
belief in the refining influences of imprisonment. Address-
ing a prisoner whom he was about to sentence, the Recorder
at Folkestone Quarter Sessions said, “ You have had every
chance. Three times you have been sentenced te penal
servitude and you have been twice put under police super-
vision.” We are not concerned with tho merits of this
particular case, we only desire to notice the Recorder’s
notion of what constitutes “ every chance” of improvement.
Three terms of penal servitude are presumed to have such a
moralising and elevating effect, that the judge is astonished
at the recipient of such benefactions coming before him for
further treatment. The non-legal might conclude from this,
not that the subject of the treatment wa3 unappreciative of
the attention given him, but that there was something
amiss with the treatment moted out. At any rate, we
commend this view of the case to Mr. Lewis Coward, Iv.C.
It may bo—to U3e a rather loose expression—a person’s
own fault the first time ho is imprisoned. But it is the
fault of the whole society that ha should be dealt with time
after time like an out-patient at a hospital.

a shepherd employed on Lord Darnley’s
committed suicide because he
had told a falsehood. He left a letter calling upon God to
forgive him and take care of hi3 wife. The coroner re-
marked that if every liar committed suicide he (the coroner)
would be kept very busy. Of course he would. This is a
Christian country.

John Odds,
estate near Strood, Kent,

Bishop Diggle has been holding forth at Carlisle against
indecent books and plays. Has he forgotten the dramatic
stories of Tamar and Judith and Lot and his daughters?
But the report may have omitted to state that he included
“ sacred ” indecency in his denunciation.

The Methodists have been having a big Centonary gather-
ing at Blackburn. Of courso, they were bound to have a
fling at the Church of England— for the household of faith is
still in a wonderful harmony. Rev. J. Watkyn, who de-
livered an “ eloquent address,” referred to acertain assembly
presided over by tbe Archbishop of Canterbury, and declared
that the questions it discussed “ should have been dismissed
with ten minutes’ conversation.” Some of us could say the
same of questions discussed at Methodist assemblies.

Christian Endeavorers have also been foregathering at
Blackburn. One of the speakers, the Rev. J. Tolefreo Parr,
naively declared that he “ had come to the conclusion that
the only hope of England was the Christian Church.” It
would have been wonderful if he had come to any other
conclusion. Isn’t ho in the business ?

These religious bodies had their palavers and Blackburn
stands where it did, with its thousands of houses officially
declared to be really unfit for human habitation and its
thousands of people on the verge of starvation through un-
employment. Such is Christian civilisation.

We are glad to see the Trade Union leaders being forced
into protesting against Salvation Army “ sweating.” They
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have taken a long time to “ find salvation ” on this question,
but better late than never. The Glaggow Trades Council
has actually held a demonstration at Glasgow Green, with
Mr. John Burgess, President of the Trades Council, pre-
siding, and Mr. James Macpherson, chairman of the United
Workers’ Anti-Sweating Committee, the chief speaker. We
take the following report from a local newspaper :—

“ The Chairman emphasised the fact that the demonstra-
stration was not an anti-religious demonstration, but a
demonstration against the sweating that was going on in
connection with the Salvation Army. He and other
members appointed by the Trades Council had made
investigations in Glasgow among firms engaged in the
waste paper industry, and had ascertained from three
firms that as a consequence of the Salvation Army engaging
in this industry, and being in the peculiar position of getting
their material free, they were able to undersell these firms in
the market. He and his fellow-members had also gone to the
Salvation Army premises to make inquiries, and had seen the
officer in charge, but they had never got to know the wages
and conditions of work of the men engaged by the Army in
the industry. Mr. Macpherson said they as an anti-sweating
committee had nothing whatever to do with the religious side
of the Salvation Army movement, hut they were fiercely
and determinedly opposed to sweating by any body, especially
when it was done under the cloak of religion and philanthropy.
Mr. Macpherson dealt at length with the conditions under
whioh men are employed at the Salvation Army °‘ Elevator’
in Hanbury-street, London, which, he said, was an up-to-date
carpenter’s shop. He compared various rates paid at Han-
bury-street with Trades Union prices, and went on to say
that there were men employed in the paper sorting works in
London who did not get anything except lodging and food.”

We note that the Parliamentary Committee of the Trade
Union Congress has passed a resolution recommending that
General Booth should only produce things at the Hanbury-
street Elevator for the use of the Salvation Army. That
would stop the underselling, but would leave the sweating
where it is; and the sweating is the worst part of the
grievance. The Parliamentary Committee has shown a
regrettable want of courage in this matter. It seems to be
half paralysed by the sacred word " religion.”

The newest improved battleship of the “ Dreadnought”
type, the Neptune, was launched at Portsmouth on the last
day in September, The Duchess of Albany performed the
christening with a bottle of Colonial wine. This was “ after
a brief religious ceremony.” Religion and war always went
well together. Evory battleship that floats has boon “ dedi-
cated," as it were, by a man of God. This sort of thing is
a part of his trade. And as German battleships are similarly
“ dedicated ” by other men of God it will be a pretty problem
for the Almighty when the war breaks out which the Jingoes
are always trying to hasten.

Rev. F. B. Meyer is “ strongly impressed by the tondency
towards Christian unity ”— in China. Wo thought he would
have to go a long way to find that sort of thing. Perhaps
the tondency towards unity in China is due to a common
danger. Mr. Meyer says that “ the missionaries talk quite
openly of the time when they will bo banished from China.”
China is waking up.

A political correspondent of the Daily News “ thanks God
sincerely for raising up such men as Lloyd George.” Other
people are thanking God no less sincerely for raising up men
like Arthur J. Balfour. Poor old God 1l What a time he
has between them !

“unco’ guid” at Edinburgh are up in arms
against Mr. George Alexander, tho famous actor, for
“ christening,” as they say, throe baby lions at tho Marino
Gardens. It increases his offence that ho used champagno
instead of water. Sbado of John Knox, what a wasto 1

The godly

South Wales has taRtcd the sweotness of “ Providence.”
Terrible floods havo been experienced, and several livos lost.
Many *“ believers ” thought it was a second Dolugo, and
looked round for tho Ark.

“ Providence "’ still troubles Messina. There havo boon
several earthquakes there since tho terrible one two or
three years ago. Tho latest ono tumbled down an old
factory. Ono workman was dug out a shapeless corpse,
and others were seriously mJured ‘* Ho doeth all things
weil.”

Halloy's comot is coming along again. It frightened tho
Christian world into fits in tho fifteenth century. Church
bolls wore rung liko mad to scaro it away. And itwontl
Church bolls won’'t bo rung now. But it will go all tho
same.

THE FREETHINKER

October 10, 19°9

Pope, in the mpst charming of his poems, spoke of a8
cross on the bosom of a beautiful woman *“ which Jew
might Kiss and infidels adore.” Evidently the Jews don
mind patronising crosses in less attractive positions. They
have done a good business in crosses and ikons in
Alexandrovsky Market, St. Petersburg; but the police. a
the instance of the Procurator of the Holy Synod, a
putting an end to this “ unholy ” traffic,— which is bene
forth to be carried on by Christians. Jews are not tos
crosses and ikons any more. If they do, they will be Pros®
cuted ; what is worse, their property will be confisca =
The good Christians know how to make persecution PrO
able.

He

Rev. Dr. Clifford is a raro joke as a Passive Resister,
made his periodical appearance lately before the Padain0
magistrates, who made “ the usual order.” The 8r a (s.
joker asked the bench to send him to prison instead 0 1
training on Mrs. Clifford’s goods. Knowing how they bee
Mrs. Clifford’s goods, the bench smiled at the old gcD
man’s solemn jocularity.

once by christian aJ 3srePu(;abl0 way of catching an ad-
to talk in p S ¢ wi nf tOr8 What right has a preacher

J. E. WattsD w lu We°*“ Gn may not listen to? Bev.
better (or worse) still 'h *]St' James’s-tho Less goes one
“1t is esvezni f J 10 bas “ Men Only” at the top ad

subject, printed in hnlJ ° Qly 7 at the bottom. And his
“The Man U p”~em” across tbe bill, B
man ought to bo. * * Ia’\ 18 where the reverend gentle*

moTe-hillfLmdonb NI6B J?°rgan’ of laurel Lodge, Winch-
provided in his «-ii ' @t estate valued at £134,852, an
marrying “ a min-J J aga,nst either of his three daughter

ho “ had son“ "? aDy religions denomination.” Had

Samuefkparr ran amok at Buiwell. His name wes
could rattle off studied the Bible attentively a“d
Lord ca,i teXiS” thoy~d- At last the spirit of the

chased by the neff Jim\and be acted accordingly-
agility ami mnbP IC and the crowd, he dlsplayed propBe

thoir ciutcir r,-W h all his clothes in slipping through

station in tl,n Jna y’ when they got him into the poh
insured J Q0S ume of£.Da”d before the ark, ho fixed W
“Tho I nrd j° MP°n tbo InsPector and solemnly told h*

holy nerlomna h 8en' m° t0 SO this place on fire.” A««J
aflh °° T as obJoctod ‘0, the pious madmanstarten

get him off toll aDi> K took the constables all their tun0
us honn fi - 1? Hagthorpo Workhouse imbecile ward.
io spirit of tho Lord has done with him now.

Sidney Bunyan, tho young man who cut his
throat “ by agreement,” has been reprieved. B
bo a pious porson. His lottor to his mother fro
domnod cell is full of religious expressions
hymn was “ Safe in the Arms of Jesus.

“ whole trust in tho Ono Above” and beggeal
and sister to do tho same. We hope the One
mates the compliment.

Lpears to
coD
faVOritc
at b8
broth®Ff
appro-

» i regard thO®

Human beings call animals " dumb," a“ bafe tbtf.~a
belonging to a “ lower ordor.” What rg liun311
either ?  Animals have as much right to aerstaD™ °. ajs¥*)

SHEE 8RB0 In SO Sany fALL Rr PR anims .

®gnaig made by the*0 ‘M2 and rOfipond to tho soun 8
J ay « a human niuch’ ™*“nted “ superiors”
«titntod than aa » *8 D30ro wonderfully organised or e
oroaturoH p0 ™ or a bee, considering that these

Seuco to succession *10 orgaus and tho necessarymn o0

0 bnsinoss of Iiving P rsuo their avocations and ?
Why should vvonr8” 0D much smaller a corapa

rgaaism is “ dutoh o>|Lh[1mlB"y conclude that any

FohEURAEE RSP NS A | e
ohnn?h aad German eo le “dam< "

n°°t.com
iFOecéll m phcate or ODya™ in rsation

firpctsruBditated and metrrsiral manceu k WBERFND L‘E@,

arrying outtheirV’\ f’\tcm sK ~»

taicascensor ey, BVl jLoep B "oet
regtdripcawith siriJlar intouti and" ‘D
vHd and iuterf  , HOdom attended by disaster unles™

8h greatly | favithyayHns:apeniei

Libertas.
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

O®M>ber 40, Secular Hall, Humberston Gate, Leicester:
30, “ The Religion of Shakespeare.”

at

October 17, 24, and 81, St. James’s Hall, London.
November 7, Manchester ; 14, Liverpool; 28, Binning

To Correspondents.

0- Cohen's Lecture Engagements.— October 17.

\ictoria Park; 31, Birmingham. December 5, T,,megB
J'T. Lloyd's Lecture E ngagements.—October 10, S - J
,» Bah; 17, Liverpool: 24, Glasgow. December 19,

Ta* President’'s Honorarium Fund :, CAnnu”™' §, ~ a since.—
£evioosly .acknowledged, £243 12s. pinder, £1 7s. Gd.;
B* E., bi>; Lieleester mytangs, per k. Binder, £1 78. ua. ,

J. Am~Blichamp, 2s. 6d.; J. D., £5; Mrs. Turnbull, 10s. ;
Wk 58 ' Bency Spence, £1 Is.

und.—We have received (—E.
Od.

E Is. G.
E p~nskey. 2s.

Calvert,

yovTani‘7T~lan8e of address noted. Shall be very glad to see
Von win other Leicester friends on October 10. We hope
1 sn°ceed in working up that “ crowd ” for our lecture,

your NINa'— Never lose temper in argument; it leads to giving

T,

thanr eaway. We do not “ deny ” a future life—any more
And \o° eny a Prev'ous life- We know nothing about either.
It G 6 maNadd that the one seems as reasonable as the other.

BGEARELN '—”/6Be " Drops.” Thanks.
evejyTa Becdmere.— The explanation is that nature endows
Priests8"60*68 the instinct of self-preservation—including

drawn"VUCHAMF' — Fleased to hear that your children, with-
at 9 45 Irm religious instruction, are allowed to attend school
r’otn h WROh 'a’ as y°u say- much better than being stuck in a
Rak”»y themaelvea for three-quarters of an hour. You rightly
We nv, 1,, 8 can he done at Wednesfield, whv not elsewhere?”
W .jrh0o”6 "why?”
there f " 18 retorring to Mr. Cohen'a recent articles, asks—*“ If
@n° Bpirifc in man, why does man die ?”  we §ive % up.
've—Always glad to receive useful cuttings Hope you en-
I°yed your visit to Glasgow on Sunday

Y oate—Soe apagrae

®outh0!pi°N'—We received a notice of the Ferrer meeting at

A

for;n 4 . e Institute late on the previous Tuesday—too late
0, i> eertion. The co-operation of the N. S. S. was not invited.
B, R —Thanks for cuttings.

H,g ”(Betti.—All we have room for.

tive nB-a'—Dlad to hear Mr. Lloyd had such highly apprecia-
W, p p diences at Manchester.
W,Ul'u AlJ’— Your cuttings are always welcome,

fitted ° ' VEN— Chad to know that what your official duties per-

8weete NM°U to hear of our Sunday night's lecture gave you ” a
all tiEEr an”™ deeper interest in the Master’s work.” Thanks for

T.p trouble you took over the Ferrer resolution.
bogy 1i;' We fear it would be a waste of time, and we are very
W p Blanks for suggestion.

'tilagineDAVBru'—hfore people read the Freethinker than you
Tg8tartpri|i N e congratulate you on the correspondence you
i.q n‘he

local paper.

for para ™ We are constantly saying that Tuesday is too late
" too Ifttoani'M8"  Wo shall have to stop straining points for the
MTR r
IUigPt u — (4) Your example shows that our circulation
Uiattey 6 , oud>led if our friends would bestir themselves in the
Act ip' *2) All persons have a right to affirm under the Oaths
ligioy l’k\)aﬂjafugh’s) on the ground either that they have no re-

eIl or that the taking of an oath is contrary to their

Mr. p 0dd4rpe8Pondence, etc., stands over till next week, owing to
Wie gk 0 8 Wng journey to Glasgow and back.
- Matrin”i4® Bociety, Limited, office is at 2 Newcastle-street,
*** filTF °n'8treet’ E.C.
» BarrinNAl, Becular Society's office is at 2 Newcastle-street,
ItI*E*S B n'9treet’. E-C.
r 2Newc”/h® Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to
~"MhRE n 6 SYeet’' Farringdon-street, E.C.

8Beet, E°pICES must reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-

p jneerted. By first post Tuesday, or they will not be
. filarkin 8end ua newspapers would enhance the favor by
"«Rs f . Passa-ges to which they wish us to call attention.

4'ioneer B~ erature Bhould be sent to the Manager of the
b an<i not fu88 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.,
’\»'m;, 0 th& Editor.
,'° 8¢ n d S ting for literature by stamps are specially requested
® t'Teeth: Ifp_nny stampe.
?®«e, Doit i w'*l be forwarded direct from the publishing
°5-6a;. u ,Pee’ at the following rates, prepaid One year,
'’ aif year, 5s. 3d. ; three months, 2s. 8d.
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Sugar Plums.

Mr. Foote opens the lecture season at the Leicester
Secular Hall to-day (Oct. 10). His subject will be “ The
Religion of Shakespeare.” On the following Sunday he
returns to St. James’s Hall, London, to deliver the first of
three more lectures there, the subjects of which will be

advertised in our next issue.

Mr. Foote's morning audience at Glasgow on Sunday was
a fine one, and in the evening the hall was packed in all
parts, every inch of standing room being occupied. Many
“ saints ” came in from South-East Scotland generally, a few
from Edinburgh, and at least one from Dundee. Both audi-
ences were very appreciative and enthusiastic. It was
pleasant to see Mr. G. Scott again at the meetings. He
took the chair in the morning—and Mr. Turnbull in the
evening. Mr. Baxter reported a good sale of literature, and
nearly £2 was collected for the District Propaganda Fund,
which bears the cost of lectures in surrounding places under
the auspices of the Glasgow Branch.

The crowded evening meeting passed the following reso-
lution unanimously:—

“ That this meeting, in the name of international fraternity,
calls upon the Spanish Government to secure to Professor
Ferrer the opportunity of defending himself against all
charges before a properly constituted civil tribunal, and thus
to prevent a possible tragedy which will revolt the con-
science of the civilised world.”

We were glad to see this resolution appearing in a con-
spicuous place in Monday morning’s Glasgow Herald.

Mr. F. J. Gould pays the Glasgow Branch his first visit
to-day (Oct. 10). We hope the local “ saints” will see that
he has good meetings and an encouraging welcome.

Mr. Cohen delivered an excellent and much appreciated
lecture at St. James’s Hall on Sunday evening, Mr. F. A.
Davies being in the chair. A lady auditor asked a question,
but there was no discussion. Presumably the meeting was
satisfied with Mr. Cohen’s able presentation of “ The Origin
and Decay of God.”

Mr. John T. Lloyd occupies the St. James’s Hall platform
this evening. His subject is an interesting one, and he is
quite competent to treat it; we therefore hope to hear of his
having a good audience. Freethinkers have very few oppor-
tunities of hearing Mr. Lloyd in London ; they should avail
themselves of this one. Those who have not heard him
before may take it from us that they will find him a man of
information, ability, and eloquence; the very three things
requisite to a first-class lecturer.

The secretary of the Bethnal Green Branch asks us to
announce that Miss Rough is going to lecture from the
Branch platform in Victoria Park this afternoon (Oct. 10) on
“ Some Bible Heroines." He says that this is the first time
for many years that the Branch platform has been honored
by a lady lecturer, and begs the favor of an announcement
in our columns. We grant it cheerfully, and add the hope
that the local “ saints ” will give Miss Rough a big audience
and a hearty welcome. She has been lecturing for London
Branches with great “ acceptance ” during the summer.

The West Ham Branch starts Sunday evening lectures
to-day (Oct. 10) at the Public (Minor) Hall, Barking-road,
Canning Town, with Mr. Saphin as lecturer. Local “ saints”

please note.

A public debate on “ Belief in God ” takes place at the
Shepherds’ Hall, Bristol, on October 12 and 13, between Mr.
B. G. Brown, of the N. S. S. Branch, and Mr. A. Holdsworth.

Chair at 7.30 each evening.

Louisa Harding, of Los Angeles, California, whose letter
we print in another part of this week’s Freethinker, is a
well-known American Liberal (the name for Freethinker
over there) and an able writer. We are very glad to know
that the work of the Freethinker, which she has only known
for a few months, has already given her much pleasure.

We believe the Freethinker might get a fair number of
subscribers in America (it has a good few already) if tho
Liberals (Freethinkers) over there only knew of it, and wo
are taking steps to have it brought to their attention.
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Bible Stories Retold,

The Story op Micah (Judges xvii.-xviii.).

Once upon a time there dwelt in a certain Eastern
land a number of semi-civilised clans, or tribes. As
they all acknowledged a common ancestor, an Arab
Sheikh named Abraham, there existed among them
a kind of family or social unity. The two things
that are writ large in the history of these clans are,
religion and war, or, more properly, superstition and
barbario cruelty. But it was a case of like god, like
people; as the tribal deity they acknowledged has
been fitly described as a bloodthirsty monster. But
he was the god their forefathers had worshiped when
in their nomadic state they roamed the desert, and
it is possible their attachment to him was more a
matter of hereditary necessity than of religious
affection. At all events, it is something to their
credit that they were forever forsaking him for the
gods of their conquered foes. The following story
is illustrative of the stage they had reached in their
social evolution.

The man Micah, with whom it deals, belonged to
a tribe called Ephraimites, who lived in the high-
lands of the district that this particular elan in-
habited. The first virtuous action of Micah which
the story records is the abstraction from his mother’s
safe of eleven hundred pieces of silver. Tradition
has it that he began his career as a financier by
appropriating small sums obtained for the sale of
gooseberries out of his mother's garden. But his
operations had all along been conducted with such
stealth that his mother never once suspected her
own son of surreptitiously breaking the household
bank. And in the absence of any evidence as to the
perpetrator of Buch a cowardly theft, suspicion rested
upon the little maid-of-all-work ; but on overhauling
her box there was no trace of the missing wealth to
be found. The only thing in the nature of a dis-
covery which the examination afforded was a number
of Horner's Penny Stories, with which the maid was
wont in secret to feed her romantic longings.
Micah’s mother had all her lifetime been careful to
the point of meanness, and these eleven hundred
pieces of silver had been got together by dint of hard
scraping (see Henry and Scott’'s Commentary). Their
loss was therefore a serious blow, and, in accordance
with the customs and beliefs of the times, she
uttered a fearful curse against the thief who had
robbed her of her wealth. This, of course, was
before the days of Scotland Yard and Sherlock
Holmes, and the recovery of the money was almost
a forlorn hope ; or so it would appear to the modern
reader,—the more so, because although this story is
related in the Book of Judges, at that period of
Israel’s history there were no Judges in the land ;
every man doing that which was right in his own
eyes. This absence of judicial ministration at a
period which is distinguished as “ the time of the
judges " is as disconcerting as the peculiar chronology
of the story. For although this is related in the
last chapters of the Book of Judges, “ we are all
agreed,"” says a commentator, “ that the incidents
properly belong to the beginning of the book, or to
a period somewhat earlier.” The legal machinery of
the period, however, was none the less effective
because it does not accord with our notions of juris-
diction. It was of a very primitive kind, and might
be summed up in the word “ curse." It was quick
and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword.
And no sooner did Micah hear of his mother’s curse
against the thief than he experienced a cold, clammy
shiver down the spine of his back. He went to bed
that night early, but it was not to sleep; it was to
wrestle with the powers of superstitious fear. His
mother and her curse conquered at last, and he
resolved to make a clean breast of it, and thereafter
quit thieving for ever. So meeting his mother on
the stairs as she came down to breakfast in the
morning, in all the agony of guilty confession he
cried, “ Mother, | took It.”
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The old lady was so overjoyed to find that
silver was intact and still in the family, that in
impulse of the moment she determined to make
son a present of the lot. This is the one and ony
instance in the history of their race where a mem
of it ever succumbed to such a reckless impulse, &
is one of those psychological freaks which cannot »
accounted for on the grounds either of heredity
environment. In the first flush of her joy 8
exolaimed, “ | dedicate the whole of this silver 00
the Lord for my son, for a graven image and a mol -
image.” The “ chapel-building ” craze was nott »
in vogue—it was the days of the graven imag0"
she requisitioned the services of the founder inste
of the builder. Her ardor, however, when it oa
to parting with the oash, seems to have cooled s°m
what, as, instead of sending the whole of the olev
hundred pieces of silver to the smith’s, she °n'y.seof
two hundred. This aot seems to resemble the sin
1lyIng to the Holy Ghost but as the feet of the
young men who carried out Ananias and Sappho*1l
were not waiting at the door to carry out Micaha
mother also, it is evident that the mysterious Ghost
was not in thos6 days tho powerful phantom that hO
afterwards became in the imagination of the humble
Galilean fishermen. In due time the two images
arrived from the smith’s, and were installed upon
suitable pedestals in the best parlor. Tho narrative
says “ It ” was in the house of Micah ; and the gram;
matical feat of converting two images into an “
is only equalled in dexterity by tho theological sleight
of-hand which transforms three persons into one
godhead. However, the occasion was justly cele
brated by a banquet, and the quantities of Passover
cake and “ Skipper ” sardines that were consumed hV
the guests reflected great credit on their powers °
gastrio assimilation.

Besides these two images, Micah further gratified
his religious aspirations by making an ephod—which,
being translated, means afancy waistcoat—and soniO
teraphim. These teraphim were little housebol
deities, suitable for adorning the mantel-3helf, alJ
were sometimes consulted as oracles. That is ,
say, ~they resembled the dummies of the ventr
loquist and answered questions according to thO
voice of the operator. The fitness of things, tb0(c
fore, required that an oracle-worker—some (dfificia.
operator—be appointed; and heedless of episcop-1
sanction, Micah himself consecrated one of his oW
sons to act as his priest. And for awhile all "M
wed in this ecclesiastical establishment, until Mic00s
religious ambition changed the current of events.

Tt rray Be takeh for granted th&t che gon whom
Micah selected to act as his priest was th%eco 0
brainless member of the family which it has R
customary in these modern days to set apart f°r Of
Church. He, however, lacked the qualification®
being of the tribe of Levi, from which alone it
strictly lawful to appoint a priest. And when i
opportunity offered of scouring a genuine Levi ~
priest, family considerations with Micah were
aside in the interests of Aaronical claims. $

It happened on a fine summer’s day in the mm *
of June that a travel-stained young man knockO "~.g
the door and begged for a drop of water to 0°° fO
parched tongue. Visitors to that lonely district N
very rare, so Micah asked him in to rest a
And after washing the stranger's feet and wv _
them with the hairs of his beard, they fell t0 ,ed
versation. It transpired that the young man be 0 fa
to the tribe of Levi, and that he had trampQ0 ft
way from Bethlehem-Judah in search of a P ” efae,

The business instinct of Micah coming to thl°. 05
he thought he saw in this young Levite a
speculation. So he said, “ Dwell with me and
priest”: to which tho young Levite only too
consented. He was to receive ten pieces of *js
by the year, but Micah comforted himself Jj e
outlay by the reflection that “ now the gods n
good to me seeing that | have a Levite to
priest.” The ministrations of his son had no
fruitful of divine blessings, but to prevent tl0™ ibe
tion in the household at this new arrange0!0
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Paid his son’s passage out to Now Zealand, where,

history records, he was more successful as a
sheep-farmer than he had been in the old country as
MPriest. But graven images and teraphim and a
hevitical priest combined were not sufficient to pro-
Q&e Micah immunity from trouble, much less bring
Positive blessings to his abode. And one of those
httle incidents that were characteristic of the times
resulted in his losing both gods and priest.

One of the tribes which had retained the nomadic
habits of their ancestors longer than the rest finally
decided to settle down and endeavor to become
civilised. Their trouble was to find an inheritance;

, 1as was the custom in those days, they sent ou

to discover the weak points of a countiy in
A%t()jited by some peaceable people in the north lan .
.. - In their journey these fine spies came to the.
hill-country of Ephraim, and to the house of Micah.
f“? while they were partaking of Micah s hospi-
Jdlity they made a little discovery-they recognised
i~e voice of the young priest. They also M*“ e“ -
Hored the “ little affair” that had caused him to
t?rget to say Farewell to his friends on leaving
“ethlehem-Judah. But they wisely held their peace
dutil a more convenient season. They had not long
tQWait. Micah, towards evening, had gone out to
®°Permtend the milking of the cows, and they found
y°nng Levite sitting upon the back-garden wall
E'~iog a sentimental air upon the national harp.
Well, Jonathan, my boy,” said the chief spy, alOL
doth the air of this God-forsaken hill-country
Ephraim agree with thy constitution?’ It was
1? 1185 for Jonathan to parley, so with a twinklo in
‘ecr.6™0 (priests are but human at bottom) he said,
j».®t" and ho told them of his arrangement with
fTiCGh, and also that ho hoped soon to marry into the
With tho remark that “ There’s many a
etc., the chief 6py told him to inquire of the
acle whether their journey would bo a prosperous
And being assured by the priest that all would
®Well, they departed on their way, and came to a
Paae called Laish. , . u
, 'm0 country, they found, was a very desirable one,
» ive POople of the land wanted for nothing. And,
the spies told their brethren on their return, the
Aflephisticated inhabitants hadn't even a Mawser
blow °rAan Armstrong gun wherewith to strike a
a8e' N this the fighting-men were well pleased,
thél r since the day that their God had brought
Which"P °nt of the land of Egypt (an exploit of
SonWuev«r ali'‘6rwards boasted, in season and out
ao” thov,"their history had been one long campaign,

'n8 bijon become somewhat tired of the butcher
six hun 0668 ~ith the prospect of an easy walk in
°f the bheir men of valor, under the guidance

tauts o r 8-se” °nt to dispossess the peaceful inhabi-

°n th ~ai8h . .
»Qhtrv 6fr Wa™ nnvlh they came again to the hill-
*licah™ °a Ephraim, and to the hospitable house of
"N0 vqg i d”be bve spies said to the fighting-men,
Phim u snow that there is here an ephod and tera-
sider te ~vaven image and a molten image ? Con-
Poq aerefore, what ye have to do.” To people
a’ted aaorn the very mention of a graven image
.8. “ B Q maSie spell, it was like saying to a hungry
8derwb” is a meaty bone; now, therefore, con-

87erati ™~ ~°u have to do.” The result of the con-
8°h; °a Was, of course, already a foregone eonclu-
c’hfl™e a>without even taking the priest into their
I&e, ~ & while tho fighting-men waited by tho
tae gin.8 spies came into Micah'’s house and purloined

C  nolEgmay U irbRendhe yeupglavite
*8ticSem emerging from the ith |griestly
~eerl paraPhernalia, he was wroth t» 0

feo it FUT Y 2980 RiPtheea t3BE & BHIES
Mini™ bouse of one man, or to o P t {
4 w tlibe of Israel ?" And being as!l0™ e 8awthe

ija»!?A,zsfzzT »-
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gladness of heart. But—he suddenly remembered
that he had other interests in Micah’'s household,
and he thought of all the happy evenings he had
spent with little Miriam down at—the old Bull and
Bush. Miriam was Micah’s half-sister on the
mother’s side. His mother was like the woman of
Samaria, in that she had had five husbands; only,
unlike that good lady, she had made the five suffioe
her—and Miriam was the only daughter by the third
husband. Taking the chief spy, therefore, aside,
Jonathan whispered, “ How about------ ?”  But the
withering glance of that individual checked further
utterance. It so happened that his experiences in
affairs of the heart in connection with the female
form divine had not been of the pleasantest; and so,
with an ironical smile, he said: “ There are plenty
Jezebels in the land for whioh we're bound.”
And with that the young priest was comforted, and
departed from the house of his benefactor and friend
to minister to the spiritual needs of the gentlemanly
ruffians of the tribe of Dan. And that evening, as
Miriam sat on the milking-stool in the field, she
heard the sound of the Scottish bagpipes coming
from over the distant hills; and, putting her ear to
ground, she thought she could distinguish the air of
“The Girl | Left Behind Me.” And the milk that
arrived by train next morning at Kirjath-Jearim
contained a plentiful addition of salted human tears.

Micah, however, was not going to take this un-
grateful affront lying down. So, gathering together
a few of his scattered neighbors, they set off in hot
pursuit to demand an explanation. When the
Danites saw them coming they turned and waited
their approach. With quiet unconcern the chief spy
greeted them, and said, “Why what aileth thee,
Micah, that thou comest with such a motley crowd?”
This nonchalant air was a little more than Micah's
temper could stand; and, getting as excited as a
Frenchman, in a high-pitched tone of voioe he
screamed, “ Ye have taken away my gods which |
made, and my priest, and what have | more ? And
how, then, say ye unto me, *What aileth thee ?'”
But the Danites failed to see the matter from
Micah’s point of view, and, while their reply is some-
what deficient in sympathy, it will be seen to be
remarkable for its persuasiveness, and to possess a
true Biblical flavor. With a meaning look at the
excited Ephraimite, and in slow, deliberate tones,
the chief epy said to Micah, “ Let not thy voioe be
heard among us, lest angry fellows fall upon thee,
aud thou lose thy life, and the lives of thy house-
hold.” The sight of six hundred fighting-men lent a
good deal of emphasis to this statement, and Micah
came to the conclusion that discretion wasthebetter
part of valor. He returned to the hill-country of
Ephraim vowing vengeance on priests in general,
and the young Levite in particular; but his heart
was sore grieved at the loss of his two beautiful
silver images.

Micah lived to a ripe old age, but his faith in
“gods” declined with advancing years; and his
tombstone, which remains unto this day, bears the
inscription, “ A Reverent Agnostic.”

Joseph Bryce.

The * Edinburgh Review ” on Richard

Jefferies.

IN an article on “ Richard Jefferies’ Death-Bed,"
published in the Freethinker of February 21, it was
pointed out that the story of the “conversion” of
Jefferies, which | had shown to be groundless, was
effectively, and it might be hoped finally, disposed of
in the biography by Mr. Edward Thomas. As far as
I am aware, there has been no revival of the legend
in the religious press ; but in the July number of the
Edinburgh Bcviezv an attempt was made by an anony-
mous writer to reclaim the strayed nature-lover to
the Christian fold. The method is less direct, but
not less impudent, than those previously employed.
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Unable to deny what used to be strenuously denied,
that Jefferies, when his thought matured, was a pro-
nounced Freethinker, the critic sets himself to argue
—rather late in the day, so far as Jefferies is con-
cerned—that a man’s mere opinions are much less
important than his temperament, and devotes no fewer
than twelve very learned and very dull pages to the
contention that Jefferies was by nature a western,
not an oriental mystio, and that his mysticism was
of the Christian school. But even if this were
admitted, what would it prove ? No one has ever
deniod that Jefferies was brought up in the arms of
the Churoh. The sole point of importance is that he
discarded Christianity for Freethought; and if it
were a fact that the creed which he discarded was
one to which he was hy temperament prone, the
obvious inference would be that he must have seen
the stronger reason for discarding it! The crowning
absurdity is that the reviewer claims to know better
than Jefferies himself what Jefferies’ convictions
were. This is how he puts it:—

“ Here stands Jefferies a mystic, but a western
mystic; a mystic of the order of the Incarnation. How
angry Mr. Salt would be, and Mr. Thomas too, we fear,
could they hear us call him so; nay, how angry he would
very likely have been himself1 But it is not always so
easy to know ourselves.”

That Jefferies, if some brazen-faced journalist had
attempted to teach him to “ know himself,” might
have shown personal resentment, is certainly not
improbable; but those who, like myself, have often
observed the boundless effrontery and dishonesty
with which this Christianising process is carried on
by religious writers after the death of their victims,
will feel neither anger nor surprise, but rather amuse-
ment and contempt, at what is simply the latest
specimen of a very ancient fraud. “ It is not always
so easy to know ourselves.” True : and | venture to
wish that this Edinburgh reviewer could for once
know himself—as the writer of a very disingenuous

artic,e’ Henry S. Salt.

A Wood Green Freethinker at Church.

The lofty walls of unrelieved red brick looked rather sombre
as we stepped from tho mellow November sunlight into the
“ dim religious light” of St. Mark’s. That religious light
should always bo dim, no one seems to question 1

We had just time to notice the “ belles” in the pews,
when tho bell on the roof ceased its clanging, and was sub-
stituted by tho organ.

Then wo all came with that same old “ penitent and
obedient heart,” and told the same old story; we were the
same miserable offenders that we wore last Sunday, and
last month, and last year, and every year since wo first
went up to tho house of tho Lord. Do these people mean
all this, or is it the same old lie ?

Then tho priest, looking fat and easy, declared quite
seriously that “ Almighty Hod ” had commanded him to
pronounco the absolution and remission of the people's sins.
Absolution, it seems, only lasts seven days, for ho absolved
the samo people last Sunday.

By singing and chanting and praying we were continuously
reminded that our Gawd was a jealous Gawd, and that it
would bo best to keep on friendly terms with him, somehow.

Our fat and easy friend asked the Lord to bless us, and, of
course, we in return called upon tho moon and tho moun-
tains, and the noble army of bugs and caterpillars, to “ bloss
tho Lawd.”

Then, just to remind tho aforesaid “ Lord,” wo all stood
up and told him ajot of things that wo beliovcd. We had told
him all about that last Sunday; so belief scorns, like absolu-
tion, to last just a week,

Wo forgot all about tho weekly arrangement by tanta-
lisingly reminding his “ Lord "-ship that his “ oath ” was to
” koep us in holiness and rightoousnoss all the days of our
life."

Probably righteousness is like an eight-day clock— will go
for a lifetime, but has to bo wound up once a week.

The second lesson left us in no further doubt about tho
joalous spirit of our Gawd, and incidentally informed us
that ho lovingly inflicts his vongoanco upon tho great-great-
grandchildren of tho man or woman who offonds him.

Illememboring this, wo all knolt down and promised him

THE FREETHINKER

October

we would never have any other gods but him—on theP
ciple, I suppose, that ono was enough (of the sort ) i
When the priest reminded us “ Thou shalt not
——————— ,” the young ladies in front earnestly cried out, "ig
have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to *kety)
law.” 1 was pleased to note this, for | read that thise
named “ Lawd ” used to evince a particular desire forr
captives. _ . . fjen
Curiously enough, our fat and good-looking PriCffantd
named two or three of the neighboring maidens who ~ jn
to get married, and, no one objecting, business procee
that department. fféte a
Then he mentioned some of our neighbors who n

home sick. We prayed for them ; and no doubt, jar
aspiring maidens, they have the Church's perm's i,
speedy restoration. How should we ever get on w
priest ? . L fot w1
Then we prayed for the King, but were not tom
malady. .eD te
A sermon followed, which only interested me
preacher said that if Christianity was real, Christia ~ joYy
be bright and happy; and to his credit be it ® ,,'iratioB
face and good-natured smile were a practical ilins _ By
his teaching. But then, perhaps he is not a Chris
a priest ? q for tre
When we left refreshments were being prepar po

faithful, and, by the proportion of empty seas, » "ob
verbial “ faithful few ” would be a correct measur
remaining to the Lawd’s mid-day Supper. Njer, t8
Some men and women may, in some way o “Ogethe’
better for such an hour-and-a-half as we had spe D
I don’t think I am. Sco*1A

Funny, at Least.

Ito CDP)

A page of a late number of the Daily News see n

quite a heap of morals. ... \oo ™,
In column two is a short note on a Bap 1 QOfcd®r
ference which jg to take place in London D int

which it is said : “ Several innovations ti,nov
Fancy, even into a Baptist Union program I t 8
“ lam not divulging any secret when | say one of ~
dential address by Principal Marshall w took 1 et

highest importance. At the May sessionrthcomin= ($

subject Old Testament criticism. At the ft sud

ings he will deal with New Testament cri '

which he is an authority.” weti@B" «
Who says Innovations ? Tho May sessions ap ~ ,, In»8
of small moment except from the concess co" 0R8
tions.” What aro wo to get in October ? e
more innovations. refused-

Column four opens with “jg21 Cheque prote9*8 O}

Incident at a Farowoll Meeting. _Bastor™”" gor<od

gives a report which is a striking, if iiie
mentary on a variety of religious claims - ~ 2
“ During the proceedings the Rev* jotbe~b b~
pastor, said he wished to presentthec i ,adtor »"
Tliurley, who for thirteen years had he NN D
Hall (E. Greenwich)." d "

Mr. Thurley, howovor, doclinod tho present, 3

a certain matter which had taken Pla”*que, €p ¢

circumstances, he could not accept the c A 0o0e . 9,y
. . raise tbio™'V
it came from a church which could  quveot110 i. )
JE3,500........ It was all very well to say f»c .goD8§,
Spoaking about his stipend, ho reforre ortait- h® ja

had been told that unloss ho accepts disgtaf eftrt-"j
had better tako a month’s notico........ . j

-ty ink'8 .q tt° j
degrading........ He left without any an' t0 upll en8

He looked to his friends in Blftckbe Opj at
justice, and honor, but to ask him ..j.jo grot&sd.;tp
thirteen years a chequo for JC21 was a g00je ¢

handed it back with tho romark,Give (0
There SEENIE NILHb fOX &t Ytat somo - A pAs0 ojj 1

The next item in tho samo column Ndhed- \
whero a man got into tho vestry of a jfita® . tfi8
later—-on'ofouthda lahosts haedcbdiaghds Gi« * " ment®

got seems to have been « « f n
mako him very ill. His church wa. | ji. Ce* .ry o
benefited him much moro than tho the

Column six has a short report o .ndont raﬂvm
caso, in whioh “ Our Own Corro P ~fit t viGr
official announcement this ovoniug Ban, ,pb
tho Bishop of Worcester, Canon

Ere&r@ ®» N jp*

Michael's, has agrcod to_allow t
remain in chargo of his mission Co0*6 ,--» 08
Tho Bishop made a surpriso vis‘* ongrcg8tl

o

and gave an address to tho mission
tion caused by Mr. Digby’s resigns
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He deprecated the agitation that had arisen, but agreed to
make a proposal to Canon Masterman that Mr. Digby should
E‘éﬁfi ue his work there, and to this the Canon has con-
» |  And the Canon’s discharge is suspended at, or by,
the Mulzzle.

~bere seems more meat for a moral.

Column seven, and last, opens with “ Wesleyans ' ote.
Torquay Minister’'s Claim Not Allowed. Important De-
cision.” This is one more eiement of confusion and chaos
introduced into our franchise muddle. At Torquay yester-
j. y.tbe ingenious revising barrister gave his reasons
Rowing the Parliamentary vote of the Rev. James

fnJd! ~ ere be any useful sort of Dantesque Inferno reserved
or lawyers generally, it is to be hoped that there m » fpecia
tinB u-, fOt the benefit of Revising Barristers. Without a
Possibility of doubt they are the past masters of verbal
Sglery and of confounding wisdom. ,
jnf y, bis arguments the Torquay artist has manage
u; “time a new form of religious intolerance, and
~ “kers may, if they will) rub their hands together, for the
i m decision will have far-reaching effects if finally m
14 will, in the hands of some of the extremists and
,8°ts of the Established Church, be used as a fresh means
lannoying and worrying Nonconformists ; it will be to such
Dris a new food to feed their already astounding egotism and
It will be a sweet morsel to some to read that the
future applied the word (office) to one form of religion,
bip-~'fi n°t intend to apply it to any other form. J
obscurantist, or a juggling lawyer could have
flved at such an important decision on such trivial basis,
u abort while ago James Adderley had a short note in e
News referring to the Bill qualifying ministers of
‘gion to serve on all Municipal Councils. The editor had
,as headline, in large letters, “ Clergy as Citizens. It
, Ould seem that if he had to use that line to-day he would
quite justified to put “ ? ” to it. s -
would almost seem that the Rev. R. C. Thurley, the
iJ:\Everard Digby, and the Rev. James Rogers, might well
u m reciting Macaulay's lines :—

“ Heap heavier still the fetters,
Bar closer still the grate ;
Patient as sheep we yield us up
To our most cruel fate.”

11611 or women— Sidney Smith settled that for them
his Men, Women, and Priests—not useful, considered
kers, shot oil with a month’s notice and a cheque for

Du« affer thirteen years service, or discharged by a petulent

p a Canon, and deprived of a vote even for a Member o
lament. Can degradation lower go?

n ers seems room for quite a crop of morals in this page

News, p g

Johnson’s Intolerance.v

vital,6" 'r°blem that really interested him, that he felt to be
NesPise h- religious problem. He was not inclined to
Vanity j. f°rco of the reasons advanced against Chris-
boswell ,,Ho was naturally sceptical. “ No man,” says
Were at'allwaS more incredulous as to particular facts which
u~UpUlo, iexfraordinary ; and therefore no man was more
h'tUself j8 iuquisitive, in order to discover truth.” He had
'“as ®Ven ' fo sceptical side in his youth ; and he
‘he gu 1M bis old age, still anxious for more evidence of

s® ¢Jraafural. Of Lord Lyttelton’s vision he said, “ 1
“hat I a Xl°us to have every evidence of the spiritual world,
“YO0u willing to believe it.” On Dr. Adams rejoining :

such?® evidence enough; good evidence, which needs
«Ut he suPport,” Johnson answered : “ | like to have more.”
by fhe aS subject to fits of depression, and he was obsessed
°°Ufifieil ar.oi death. He had not that happy courage, that
Whicb aP6 In bimself, in others, in human nature generally,
a6°’wWn ,°ue made possible to the pioneers, the quest of un-
NJergQ anus of thought. The controversy, indeed, has
c.°N og d r © e.Chan»es since his time. The argument that
c’UvinCe. r°'w from the number of great men who have been
~ant tbfi °1 b0 truth of Christianity— and, of course, he
IOPsiderat’ SO0’ube nof lbe relative truth— after a serious
p led, if *0li ,of f£be question, has now been seriously im-
~°UvinCed n® “ *uvorfe<l' by the number who have not been

the Bp fbe conflict between the Mosaic chronology
b°6 to th °lo8’ca”record can no longer bo settled by a refer-

ji~rent °.aufhority of “ what is unquestionably the most
> ,Many unquestionable things have since
, busoj, 10fled- spite of the bold front with which

fbbappin e“the new ideas, he always had his doubts. The
Jb’Ure stat8 human life, if it were an argument for a

~ecfiuess of n, existence, was also an argument against the
1 the First Cause. Hence from his very fear that
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they might be right after all, came his exasperation against
infidels, and his dislike of religious toleration. “ You are to
a certain extent hurt,” he said, “ by knowing that even one
man does not believe.”— S. Il. Swinny, “ Positivist Beview.”

Correspondence.

A NOTE FROM AMERICA.

TO THB EDITOR OF * THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,— In the Freethinker of August 22, I have just noticed
a letter from Mr. H. B. Samuels. 1 am sure he is thoroughly
mistaken in his assumption that the Mormon Church domi-
nates all the States in this country where women are active
citizens. | enclose a letter for which 1 hope you will have
room, provided no one answers Mr. Samuels more effectively.

I have only been acquainted with the work of the Free-
thinkers for a few months, but it has already given me
much pleasure. You have some clerical fabricators over
there; apparently, however, they cannot surpass our own
“ Rev. Dr.” Locke, of Los Angeles, as you will note by the

enclosed clipping. L ouisa Harding.

Los Angeles, California.

P.S.—We are replying to Mr. Locke in one of the local
papers, but have little idea that he will enlighten us as to
the authority for his “ quotations ” from Goethe, etc.

[The letter referred to will appear probably next week.—

E ditor.]

A POOR SCHOOL.
TO THB EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,— A Freethinker has sent a parcel of useful though
part-worn clothing, etc., suitable for children to the Head-
teacher of Christow-street Council School, Leicester, where
the scholars are many of them ill-clad and ill-fed, aDd it has
occurred to me that other friends might be willing to follow
the example. 1 am Chairman of the Managers’ Committee,
and would guarantee that gifts were well distributed.

14 Highcross-street, Leicester. F. J. Gould.

National Secular Society.

Report of Monthly Executive Meeting held on Sept. 30.

The President, Mr. G. W. Foote, in the chair. There were
also present:— Messrs. J. Barry, W. H. Baker, S. Bloomfield,
C. Cohen, H. Cowell, N. Evans, W. Leat, A. B. Moss, Dr.
R. T. Nichols, F. Schaller, S. Samuels, H. Silverstein, T. J.
Thurlow, R. H. Rosetti, V. Roger, F. Wood, and the Secre-
tary.

Minutes of previous meeting read and confirmed.

Monthly cash statement presented, and adopted.

Application for permission to form a new Branch at Ogmore
Yale was granted.

New members were received for the Wood Green, Bishop
Auckland, and Liverpool Branches, and seventeen for the
Parent Society.

The Appeal on behalf of Mr. James Rowney was dis-
cussed, and the Executive resolved to contribute the sum
of (65.

The Secretary was instructed to communicate with
Branches in arrear with subscriptions, also to fix the
Annual Dinner at Holborn Restaurant for Tuesday, January
11, and a Social Meeting during November.

Other minor business having been transacted, the meeting

adjourned. E. M. Vance, General Secretary.

The Bible is responsible for the cruel slaughter of millions
of alleged witches. It is also responsible for the prolonged
treatment of lunatics as possessed. The methods of science

are now adopted in civilised countries. Hysterical women
are no longer tortured as witches. Lunatics are no longer
chained and beaten as persons inhabited by devils. Kind-

ness and common sense have taken tho place of cruelty and
superstition. And this change was brought about, not
through the Bible, but in spite of it— G. W. Foote, “ The
Book of God."
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday,
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
I ndoor.
St. James's Hall (Great Portland-street, W.):
Lloyd, “ Buddha and Christ, a Striking Contrast.”
Istlington Branch N. S. S. (Secular Hall, Church-street, Upper-
street, N.) : F. A. Davies, “ Eeligion and Life.”

West Ham Branch N. S. S. (Public (Minor) Hall, Barking-
road, Canning Town): 7.30, E. C. Saphin, “ Christianity and
Sun-Worship.”

7.30, J. T.

Outdoor.

Bethnal Green Branch N. S. S. (Victoria Park, near the
Fountain): 3.15, Miss K. B. Kough, “ Some Bible Heroines.”

Camberwell Branch N. S. S. (Brockwell Park): 3.15, W. J.
Bamsey, a Lecture.

Islington Branch N. S. S .:
“ Charles Bradlaugh : An Appreciation.”
Sidney Cook, “ Christianity and Progress.”

Kingsland B ranch N. S. S. (Ridley-road) = 11.30, W. J. Ramsey,
‘* Charles Bradlaugh.”

Wood Green Branch N. 8.S. (Spouters’ Corner): 11.30, a
Lecture. Seven Sisters’ Corner, 7, E. Pack, “ Mythical Jesus."

W oolwich Branch N. S. S. (Beresford-square) : 11.30, E. C.
Saphin, “ Proofs that Christianity is Sun-Worship” ; 7.30, A.
Allison, “ God and the Harvest Festival.”

Highbury Corner, 12, J. J. Darby,
Newington Green, 12,

COUNTRY.
I ndoor.

Arebdare Branch N.S. S. (Pugsley’'s Restaurant): 11, Con-
ference ; H. Percy Ward, 2.15, “Why | Left the Wesleyan
Pulpit 6.15, “ Goodness Without God.”

Failsworth (Secular Sunday School, Pole-lane): 6.30, Grand
Musical Service— Failsworth Orchestral Society.

Glasgow (Secular Hall, 110 Brunswick-street): 12 (noon) and
6.30, F. J. Gould, Lectures.

Liverpool Branch N.S. S. (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square) :
7, Councillor James Sexton, “ The Parable of the Asses.”

Manchester Branch N. S. S. (Secular Hall, Rusholme-road,
All Saints) : 6.30, Dr. L. Haden Guest, “ Problems of Slum

Life.”
QOutdoor.

Nottingham (Great Market-place) : * The

Debasing Effects of Christianity.”

A LIBERAL OFFER

7.30, R. Hansen,

Greatest Popular Family Reference Book and Sexology— Almost Given Away
at 3 and 4 dollars— Now Try it Yourself.

Insure Your Life—You Die to Win;
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BUSINESS CARDS. _

Short advertisements are inserted under this heading at 1 grj
of 2s. per half inch and 3s. 6d. per inch. No advert® gg
under this heading can be less than 2s. or extend bey

inch. Special terms for several continuous insertion8

FEEETfIOUGHT BADGES.—The new N. S. 8. Badg0” ffe(,
is the French Freethinkers’ emblem—a single | ab mary
Button shape, with strong pin. Has been the mean8 =_"ree
pleasant introductions. Price, single, 2d., postage,, ‘iiiiigit
or more post free. Reduction to Branches.—N.S.S-b
2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-streot, E.C.

LITTLE OVER HALF their real Thréaws

value!

Trousers to Measure, mado from liigh-class remn o2

21s. Pat®prssfree.— H. M. Wilson, 22 Northside-

Bradford. _—
JTW. GOTT visits Clitheroe, Burnley, SouU>PO" a cj,

Stalybridge next week. Suits, 30s.; Overc’a

Write for patterns.— Address, 28 Church-bank, —
WINTER.— 1 pair all-wool Blankets, 1 pair Sheets, tis

1 pair Curtains, 3 Pillow-cases. Carriage Pa' jford

Wonderful valuo.— A. Dyson, 096 Bclton-road,

PAMPHLETS by C. “°H&N:
Foreign Missions their Dangers "4

Delusions
Full of facts and figures. 6d

An Outline of Evolutionary Ethic3.;"
Principles of ethics, based on the doctrine of E'O Id.
Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity Id.
Christianity and Social Ethics Id

Pain and Providence ...

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastlc-stroot, Sarri

NOTHING LIKE T

A MNJ|n

L Live
Buy this Book, You Learn to

- L Men weaken, Sike " d
Ignorance kills—knowledge saves—be wise in time. ! i}
1 knowing how to live. “ Habits that enslave ” wreov .— . mar“T,nl.
fathers fail, mothers are "bed ridden,” babies dio. Family le ‘self-cO> . o
divorces—even murders— All can bo avoided by self-knowie £ ~ gpplyl®, N1
You can discount heaven—dodge hell—here and now, by reading! ais<
visdom of this one book of 1,:!00 pages, 400 illustrations, SOhtnog * N
Soloppiafos, arid HNer T¥O freSEVENS £0
OF COURSE YOU WANT TO KNOW WnAT EVERYONE
T he Y oung— How to choose the best to marry.
T he Married—Hew to be happy in marriage.
T he Fond Parent— How to have prino babies.
T he Mother—How to have them without p® j
T he Childless— How to bo fruitful and ml! ,n.cell.
T he Curious— llow they “ growed '’ from B
T he Healthy—How to enjoy life and keop
T he Invalid—How to braco up and keep we = 2 jjjlit)l ;
ay cox»fi
Whatever you'd ask a doctor you find herein, or (if not, Dr. F. will answer your inquiry
Dr. Foote's books have been tho popular instructors of the masses in America for fifty years ( Itrjes wb K Lp
and always kept up-to-date). For twenty years they have sold largely (from London) to al c ~ my trot
spoken, and everywhere highly praised. Last editions are best, largest, and most for tho Pri°O\ in,portanl

by not buying, and you mag lose your life (or your wifo or child) by not knowing somo of the vitaiy

Most Grateful Testimonials From Everywhere.

Gudivoda, India : “ It is a store of medical knowledge in plainest
language, and every reader of English would be benefited

by it.”—W. L. N.

Triplicane, India: “ I have gone through the book many times,
and not only benefited myself but many friends also.”—

G. W.T.
Somewhat Abridged Editions (800 pp. each) can

«

Pandemia, Turkey : "il €a&A avow --- nra’—

found such an interesting book s
Calgary, Can. : ‘** The information the

idea of lifo—to be nobler and to
Laverton, W. Aust. : “ | considor it

I have benefited much by it.” 1 .1

tiix3
n - .
cpjtll3
ot

be had in German, Swedish, *uul

Address*

Price EIGHT SHILLINGS by Mail to any
ORDER OF THE PIONEER

2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.C.
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SECULAR

(LIMITED)

SOCIETY

Company Limited by Guarantee
liegistered Office—2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON. E.C
Chairman of Board of Directors— Mu. G. W. FOOTE

Secretary— Miss

S» « «*, ™

, formed in 18» t.
cg}msm n and application of funds f°rpe

't1t the Society’s
he Memorandum of Association se'ts forth ‘hat~n  conduct
Objecte are :-To promote the principle that j»nin auper.
honld he based upon natural knowledge

, rl(j ig the proper
A ral belief, and that human welfare in this world«
of all thought and action. To promo

omote the com-
Opromote universal Secular Education. 1 do all such
Pe'® secularisation of the State, eto., etc. *j& to have,
i'1f0L things as are conducive to such obje ee jven> aewitssd

S ° reopive, and retain any sums of money puci Samo for any of
bequeathed by any person and to employ

g4 %é[ﬁ 3 'ngéa% tl}é{%‘»&%

a subsequent
& Qé'(r)]\g?en shlllnngs and a subsequent

—ﬁ{é %%%%E)Pﬁgy é’fc_é'r‘(s‘% églj}:lu@,?iumber of members, but amucH

itl .

y&t

.
188~_a most unlj[ el
bers pay an entra

is desirable, and'it is hoped that seme will be
d.amor>gst those who read this announcement

. All who J°i
it¥a tl0lpate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of
‘iontw Ce8 i

11 i3 expressly provided in the Articles of Assoaa-
th' ¢ Ia@ no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from

anv ~0ci6ty. either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in
Way whatever.

Diril,! Bocicty'8 affairs are managed by an elected Board of
I»,K tOrs’ consisting of not less than five and not more than
Ve members, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) each year

E. M. VANCE.

but are capable of re-election

An Annual General Meeting of
members must be held in London, to receive the Report, elect

new Directors, and transact any other business that may arise.
Being a duly registered body, the Secular Society, Limited,
can receive donations and bequests with absolute security.
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to make
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favor in their
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension

It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests

. The executors
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary course of
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in
connection with any of the wills by which the Society has
alrppdy diseeeefiigdtors are Messrs. Harper and Battcock, 23

IRood- Iane Fenchurch Street London, E.C.

Q following is i
Rogdﬁpg{ enga @Qfstre
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‘ free from Legacy Duty, and | rect that a receipt signed by
“ two members of the Board of the said Society and the Secretary
“ thereof shall be a good discharge to my Executors for the

form of

ﬁ‘f‘eh@g%‘?yt’ﬁe Society who have remembered it in their wills

or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary o,f

the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential

. Thisis not necessary,
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, and
their contents have to be established by competent testimony

CLEARANCE SALE.

To make room

for fresh stock.

the book of god

IN THE LIGHT OF THE HIGHER CRITICISM

BY

G. W.

Contents.— Introduction— The Bi

0
Witchcraft— The Bible and Froethoug

o

m"Inspiration—The Testimony of Jesus-The Bible

Book—Fictitious Supremacy.

COLONEL
COLOJIMi.

“ 1 have road with great pleasure your Doo* uf

yood. because it is filled with the best of sense expressed

“f

FOOTE.

nn— The Bible and Science— Miracles and

., Manners—Political and Social Progress

the Church of England— An Oriental

INGEESOLLS OPINION

I co atulate you on yéur book.

forco and beauty.”- ! * « «

It w.ll do groat
' to the Author.

E duced from one shilling to sixpence
(Postage lid.)

°LOTH copies reduced to one shilling, post free

~.nmTF
T11E wmTnvrn? o

«rpUEET

_«nTMnnnN STREET,



656 THE FREETHINKER

October 1»

SUNDAY EVENING LECTURES

IN THE BEAUTIFUL NEW

ST.

GREAT PORTLAND

JAMES'S HALL,

STREET,

LONDON, W.

DURING SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER.

(Under the auspices of the Secular Society, Ltd.)

October 10.-Mr. J. T. LLOYD,
“BUDDHA AND CHRIST: A CONTRAST.”

October 17, 24, 31.-Mr. G. W. FOOTE.

Doors Open at 7. Chair taken at 7.30.

OUR CLOTHING

IS NOT CHEAP

AT THE

EXPENSE OF THE WORKER

This is what a Trade Union Paper says
“1 was privileged to walk round the
Clothing Faotory of Messrs. GEO. JEBSOP
and Son, Ltd., Batloy. The buildings are
well adapted for their business, and far
ahead of many first-class tailors work-
rooms into which | have been. The place
is one which is healthy morally as well as
physically and financially.”
—Factory Times, August 8, 1906.

Send Postcard for
Patterns and Self-measurement Form.

GEO. JESSOP & SON, LTD,,

Clothing Manufacturers,
BATLEY, YORKSHIRE.

Seats, Is. & 6d.

Some Free Seats at t"e

A NEW (THE THIRD) EDITI011

FROM FICTION TO FACI
By F. BONTE.

(Issued by the Secular Society,
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SIXTY-FOUR PA~2IrfjY»
PRICE ONE PEN*
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T he Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastlc-street, fl
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MARTYRDOM OF **

An Address delivered a'. N J'fA|$'
M. M. MANGASA**fd

Will bo forwarded, Va® *
THREE HALigPéI\IO

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street,

H.OMERS o FREETHD

By o. w.

First Series, cloth % 6i° ,J
Booond Berios, oloth ] InforO]_JLOi
Contains Boores Of entertaining topiod,

Articles on a groat \yg,riig{y of Freetboug i

Farri°~oP
The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-stree
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