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'A'T° great improvements in the lot of mankind are 
Visible, until a great change takes place in the funda- 

ental constitution of their modes of thought. The o 
°Plnions in religion, morals, and politics, are so muc i 
^credited in the more intellectual minds as to have os 

, c greater part of their efficacy for good, while they 
uve still life enough in them to be a powerful obstacle to 
w growing up of any better opinions on those subjects.

— J. S. M i l l .

The John Davidson Scandal.

SwinLeligiona ou r̂aKe perpetrated at the burials of 
bQri , urne and Meredith has been repeated at the 
hiink dobn Davidson. Not even great Free­
ly ..  6rs are safe against their nearest relations. 
matt6 8eems to be no sense of honor left in such 
di8hoer8- The olergy, on their side, join in the 
Who ^ orable game, and act just like the undertakers, 
Price Ur̂  Cristiane, Jews, and Atheists at the same

^°ruìsb P av^ 80n> the poet, disappeared from his 
poin(. ? aorne some six months ago. Circumstances 
he ¿¡(j ,"° bja having committed suicide. Whatever 
his be it- very deliberately. Ho covered up 
Was av.C6s 80 effectually that the most painful search 
Wa8 c 8o*ntely in vain. Months passed by, and it 
heard that nothing more would ever be
off tijg aim, when his dead body was found floating 
inqaeg, c°ast. It  was brought ashore, and after the 
Uavig family decided to bury it at sea, as
toriai^011-. ka<I expressed a preference for such a 
oppos‘ , Naturally the superstitious natives were 
blag to such a proceeding. They made all the 
Seore{. ey c°old, and even appealed to the Home 
Vt, and f̂k3'1*' tbe Davidson family had their way at 
^as s coffin was taken out ten miles, where it 
bottom ° weights inside to keep it at the
?ethainò i ^blether the body will stop there, however,
*0 seen, 

again.
We have an idea that it will be

fatoik°r̂ *ng to the newspaper reports the Davidson 
teligiQ had intended to bury the body without any 
bight- 8 cer0mony, but they seem 

^  the display of religious
to have been

religious bigotry around
» —- ul foire a parson onbhe Aand they were persuaded to gentleman

¿Reamer with them, The read
the pf8 0̂ have done his work co? Bjveiy ” and

“'an Y “ ' T V °?, ?«“ of’his own to “ the
Wh°oh .coho benevolent,

■¿n & T S  S y S S T f f W  “ 2 5 5
Hate of J°bn Davidson’s work to p y  God
ahd a ’i?1U8t bave been aware that BCeptical

Life, ^ t  t 8, b“Ce a ‘i f a  S o eore

t U°tM P“ » Slo'io»9 S o l d  ,ik0 tokllow «.v bins is not an outrage w , faot
is. Davidson’s scepticism was not^atac

H e{Iate information. He had Pn , on white 
8gaiiA v *  tbe housetops. It was in t
$  i ( o r / o r  himLwhiohever wayjonalooKose
it6faPoVe or six volumes of verse ana,'“S8.

.471 ore was The Testament of John Davidson,

for instance, published in 1908, in which the follow­
ing passage occurs:—

“  God and Gods
Are man’s mistake : no brain exists 
Behind the galaxies, above them or beneath;
No thought inhabiteth eternity,
No reason, no intelligence at all
Till conscious life begins. The ouphs and elves,
The satyrs, centaurs, goblins, gnomes and trolls,
The ancient lands of faery and romance,
Infernal and supernal domiciles,
The dreadful dwellers there, and wonderful 
Cosmogony of Other World (perverse 
Deflexions of his unenlightened mind 
Upon the mirror of eternity,
And on the mirrors of the sun and moon,
The stars, the flowers, the sea, the woods, the wilds) 
With immaterial nothings deceived mankind,
Even as his shadow on the darksome way 
Looms like a ghost and daunts the pilgrim still.”

Some people read poetry as if it were hierogly­
phics. We will therefore turn to the long Dedication 
to the Testament. Addressing the Irish in it, he offers 
them certain advice, and winds up with this :—

“  And hark, sirsl a last word: Get rid of your priests; 
be done with Other World.”

Davidson challenged and attacked the doctrine of 
the Other World. He did not say it was Not Proven, 
he said it was False. Here is another extract from 
the same Dedication :—

“  There is no Other World ; there never was anything 
that man has meant by Other W orld; neither spirit, 
nor mystical behind-the-veil; nothing not-ourselves that 
makes for righteousness, no metaphysical abstraction. 
Time is a juggler’s trick of the sun and moon. There 
is only matter, which is the infinite, which is space, 
which is eternity, which we are.”

Surely that is plain enough even fo r  a C hurch c lergy ­
man.

In the prose Dedication to The Theatrocrat, which 
we reviewed at considerable length in August, 1907, 
Davidson wrote :—

“  There is nothing anywhere higher than man ; there 
can be nothing higher than the Universe become self- 
conscious. In his uninstructed time man called the 
Ether which permeates him, which is his ecstasy, God 
and gods: 1 Out of God he came,’ he thought; 1 and 
back to God he should return ’ ; or he called it Nirvana 
and an infinite peace. Imagination is the radiation of 
the omnipotent Ether. Only the whole Universe be­
come conscious could have imagined God the Creator. 
Now man knows that there is no G od ; that nothing 
was made; that all is a becoming ; that he is the Ether, 
condensed, evolved; and that he will devolve again into 
that invisible, imponderable form of Matter.”

And again:—
“ Man is Matter ; mind and soul are material forces; 

there is no spiritual world as distinct from the material 
world; all psychical phenomena are material phenomena, 
the result of the operation of material forces."

Davidson objected to the term “  Atheist,” not 
because he had any doubt in his mind, but for two 
positive reasons; first, he said, you “ cannot dis­
believe in what is not,” and, second, “  Atheist ” was, 
like “ infidel ” and “  infidelity,”  a term of malignant 
reproach. On this point we ventured to critioise 
him, and he replied in a friendly letter, whioh we 
published (and answered) on September 23. In that 
letter he described the belief in God as “  the most 
baleful delusion on record.” It had to be left behind,
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and everything connected with it. On this point 
Davidson said

“ I think the time has come for Freethinkers to rise 
above theism and atheism, to come out of it altogether. 
There is the word, Man, a virgin word, a zero. Let 
us call ourselves Men, and begin all things over again as 
if the world had never dreamt of a drunken deity.”

Was it not an outrage—a blasphemous outrage— 
to mouth over John Davidson’s dead body the shib­
boleths of a creed he despised ? The proverb says 
there is honor among thieves. Ought there not to 
be honor among clergymen ?

We desire to thank the writer of the notice of 
John Davidson in last week’s Athenceum. He did not 
conceal, or apologise for, the poet’s Freethought:—

“  His beliefs stated with an outrageous emphasis 
which drew on him the accusation of blasphemy, yet 
won by their sincerity and force the recognition of those 
who differed from him toto crAo in the literal sense of 
the phrase. The writer who ‘ turns Christian for an 
hour,’ or conceals under a skilful and timorous irony 
the half-beliefs of the present age, plays a more popular 
and much more successful part than John Davidson, 
but he has lost the savor of that independence which 
used to be a common feature of English life in many 
departments. ‘ We poor, proud men,’ he wrote to a 
friend, ‘ are now the only aristocrats ’; and there are 
still some who think the pride of such men worth more 
than the pliancy of the successful—men often incapable 
alike of aesthetic creation and scientific deduction.”

The Athenceum writer, who must have known David­
son personally, Bpoke well of him as a man:—

“ Living largely the simple life (which fashionable 
writers are apt to extol with an imagination untainted 
by experience), ho could not be said to be a soured man. 
He enjoyed his occasional luxury of a cab or a cigar; 
he was gay in congenial com pany; he found much to 
see in walks which, like Hazlitt, he preferred to take 
alone; he even enjoyed London fogs, which, oddly 
enough, relieved his asthma. His removal from Loudon 
to Cornwall was a banishment from intellectual pleasures 
enforced by health.”

Since the disappearance of John Davidson on the 
evening of March 23 his publisher has issued another 
volume of his verse, entitled Fleet Street: and Other 
Poems. The Introduction, signed J. D., is like a 
voice from the grave. It consists of extracts from 
notes found in his desk. The first is th is:—

“  The time has come to make an end. There are 
several motivos. I find my pension is not enough; I 
have therefore still to turn aside and attempt things for 
which people will pay. My health also counts. Asthma 
and other annoyances I  have tolerated for years ; but I 
cannot put up with cancer.”

There is little room for doubt that John Davidson 
committed suicide. We accept the fact—as ho did.

The second note is more to our present purpose. 
Davidson intended the volume to include five poems 
under the general title of “  When God Meant God,’’ 
but he only wrote one of them. The volume was 
also to contain another Testament:—

“  I should have concluded the volume with a second 
Testament in my own person, insisting that men should 
no longer degrade themselves under such appellations as 
Christian, Mohammedan, Agnostic, Monist, etc. Men 
aro tho Univorse become conscious; the simplest man 
should consider himself too great to be called after any 
name.”

John Davidson was thus sceptical to the very end.
It seems to us probable that Davidson upset him­

self by attempting a task that was too great for his 
powers. He was a true poet, but he lackod tho high 
constructive power which we see in Shelley’s Prome­
theus Unbound, for instance,—not to montion earlier 
masterpieces of epic and lyric art. Noithor by dramas 
nor by “ Testaments ” could ho succeed in setting forth 
in a satisfying form tho ideas of man and tho 
universe which were struggling within him for 
expression. There was a tragedy in this, to which 
tho tragedy of his suicide is slight and trivial. He 
must have felt a sense of unfulfilment. Nevertheless, 
ho stood up bravely against an adverse fate, and ho 
lived and wrought long enough to win a worthy place 
in English literature. G< w< F o o te .

The Nature of Religion.—Y.

(Continued from p. 619.)
ofThe gods are deified ghosts : the ghosts are b°rn 

misinterpreted subjective and objective experi0,1100̂  
These are amongst the surest and best establish 
results of modern anthropology. It matters n 
even though an independent origin be claimed 
animism. We have simply to restate substantia _y 
the same truth in terms of human error. An" 
face of this result all the ingenuities of “Lf 
apologetics, all the labored justifications of a be ^ 
in God, the appeal to universality, to causation, ^ 
design, to the needs of our moral nature, all are\ 
many beatings of the air. For every scientific0 ^ 0 
of religion leads us to the result described in 
preceding articles. We may trace the various sta°j10 
of a universal delusion, but nothing can remove 
truth that all religion rests on a demonstrable 
of error, and consists fundamentally of conolus^ 
drawn from admittedly false premises. No one ^  
really believes that the visions seen during 8 o0e 
evidences of the existence of a soul or double. ^ 
now believes that elaborate precautions need ^  
taken to supply the ghost of the dead withf°° > o0t 
weapons, with wives, with attendants. We  ̂
believe that tho wind, the stars, the sun, th0 0ar 
are living things capable of being influenced  ̂ 0O 
offerings or our petitions. All the phenomen r r0 
which religious beliefs and practices are 0â g0renti 
now all believed to be capable of a radically dl 
explanation. And this being so, what g0nain êjjef ? 
dation have we on which to build religions arj
The answer is, None at all. Yet while we g0
the premises upon which the whole edifice o flg 
has been erected, we continue to prate of 
though it was one of the most certain of tr g0Cje 

Human vagary in this direction leads \vb° 
curious results. Mr. Edward Clodd, for exa 
belongs to a class of writers that lscu n ou y  gayS in 
to find some justification for religious be i > ^ 0\e
his little book, Animism, after tracing _
structure of religion to primitive delusion

and visions] a r o î?tv in“  Herein [i.e., in dreams
the sufficingLmatoriaTs'for a belief in an entity

kut not o f  it, which can depart and re a oejy 
TO .inV, mon avarvnrhnre has more or ̂ eŜ p|Jc!iS'•* ’ ,will, and which man everywhere has more oi -■ rpyje 0,0 

envisaged as his ‘ doublo’ or ‘ other s e l f i0m»11 
tinction between soul and body, which explain 
his own actions, was tho key to tho actions ° ^ r0ji£ 
and inanimate things. A personal life and wi ^  ¡a 
them. This was obviously brought homo 0 ^ eSe 
forcibly in tho actions of living things, bio ^ etei 
closoly rosombled his own that ho B* * . n attef

.......................... *" f i r  “ V f t

Jl̂
lOt0
80

flCO

between thomsolves and him. - j tiieir 401
have the intuitions o f  the savage fount Jga°ti0uBt

in the discoveries o f  modern »cwnoi," ‘.a be acC°,.nt 
aw of reflection of sound, how etoo o®“ f j p t f o

tion
the law ot reflection ot sound, uu« .¿0 
for tho ochoos flung back from tho h* 
of tho law of tho interruption of ^#7^ sbafi0"’3

ela
riti

a

KJL bL o ta/ry
ho explain ___
l0me tense th eym 2 T tS ̂  retroafifl/  
hV modern physic “«*  ^  a %Ve; tnf er ^  

*̂ fl0 italics in i-L^ e y  oajrjhasiso n. aboro quotation are 
succeed in loir ^  Dlanner in which certain
Almost causes nn 1? PartiuI oa tho wron?  J e V  
sistence of relief6 1°  0ea8e wonderiagsalts of noth,- g,i?n to ^nd writers accept“ 1# 0), 
and oa tTo nfT l0sical s e a rch  on the one ^
C0D̂ m cd  by .nt,0/  oJam)inff that savage
1)0 true all th f n*Fn sclonco- I f  tbe Iast, XoorW0 
o f  rc^ i o n  in  i , Gl odd  h as said flb0°  Fflu J t ^  still bo L n f  T n is waste of time. .F% jv0 re­
ligious bolinf ‘ ,Wl^  the form taken by Prl atterd 
their "iatnih’ ’ ^ut this is surely a trifling
s c ie n c e and T  i bavo b00n confirmed 
Pictured it tho w°rld is a live, both are 1 ^ 01thor statement, bowev a0
coa tirm cd PthPribly fa lse ’ M odoru  B°i0° ° l  subject nnr °  8 a v a # °  speculations on n y. jbj0 flO
- _ i ! ! l ^ o n ^ v o r y  fow concerning the

* I’p. 41, IS.



0ctobeb 3, 1909 THE FREETHINKER 627

tangible universe. Neither on the existence of a 
B0Qt. on the nature and being of the after life, the 
nature of disease, nor on the causes of physical and 
Psychical states has science confirmed the in­
tuitions” (whatever may be meant by that con- 
veniently cloudy word) of the primitive savage. _ lBe 
acquisition of correct views would indeed bo a simple 
th'ng if it could he gained by the “ intuition of an
untaught savage.

The statement that in some sense natural forces 
tnust be alive, and that this is “  an inference sup­
ported by modern physics,” is an example of a 
Playing with words which is the bane of exact and 
^eful thinking. Modern physics does not say that 
tQrces are alive ; indeed, its calculations are all based 

the exactly opposite assumption.  ̂ The on \ 
Bense in which the word “  alive ” is used in this con­
nection is that of active, and both “ active and 

®**iye *’ owe their vogue to the necessity of con ro 
yertinc tbo older view that natural forcesinert’ are
u0 or “ dead.” As used in physics, “ alive ” is 
Ujen than a figure of speech ; the evil is when 
sion f 6 . ^ 8 figure and use it as an exact expres- 
P®onl scientific fact. From avowedly religions 
Uja]j '0 ?ne expects th is; their plane of thinking 
inst 3 a necessity; but from one who sets out to 
thi8 ^ e  r0ligious world, something better than 
l̂odd'6 81urejy  k° he expected. Let a reader of Mr. 

bein a?. himself whether, when he speaks of forces 
ditv  ̂ -VQ (“ 80me sense” only adds to the absur- 
t̂ ord S6einfi ^hat there is only one sense in which the 
a°d. ifr  proP8rly he used) he refers to animal life, 
aud t ^oes n°t mean this what life does he mean, 
teen,, 8 uhsurdity of such a statement will be at once 

^gnised.
8aya„ V^.on one side such attempts to accommodate 
say hehcfs with scientific thinldng, we may safely 
i u d i - / ve°  fche origin of religion in the manner 
Whole h ’ 0ne may trace—in outline at least—the 
Shoat devel.°Pments of religion from the primitive 
Creeds °p^*P UP hhe rituals and beliefs of current 
°Uato ’ no  ̂ mean that all religious
horn 8priDg directly from ghost worship. Far 
tUakin ’ °nce religion is established, and the myth 

caPacity let loose, additions aro made from 
'D8tan°U8- fiua,rhcrs. The Roman and Greeks, for 
ubstraCf-’ lnven êd a number of deities out of pure 
0̂rtunC 10118— peace,  of war, of victory, of 

kind h%Bn<̂  80 °̂rhh- But this was because man­
at  ̂th ̂  ̂  ken reached a stage when gods abounded, 
had  ̂ e aabit of attributing events to their influence 
^cre jC°m° deeply ingrained. Why particular deities 
^ t io 0iVenfced> an  ̂ how they became attached to 
to ari ai' Phenomena, aro often questions impossible 

if we ask, why should men have 
ierteetr*e'i sp*r^ ual personalities with astronomical or 

the o ev.en 8̂» the answer that best fits the facts 
religio*? fjven above. But the principal lines of 
^Orshin ,  may> I think, be traced back to the 
> 1  and°- fihost. Certainly the belief in a
ties of ln a future life may. About the prac- 
h>ay ,Voprayor there is no doubt whatever. So, too, 
^hristj 8°° beginning of the supreme doctrine of 
Chrigj. aniAfcy> the death and resurrection of Jesus 

I ha'v ^ few words may make this relation clear. 
SuSgest° already noted Mr. Grant Allen’s ingenious 
°Wiug tl0Q that the greater fertility of the grave, 
PWed Srain, and fruit, and various foods being 
the c hereon, would produce in the savage mind 
T>° ĥe bV̂ i ° n  that this increased fertility was due 
N o n b 6lleficenfc influence of the spirits of the dead, 
hefleieuj. ® uP°n this basis it is concluded that 

is us°a PIentiful vegetation—particularly of such 
i!^eVoler,f ôr tcod—is everywhere the result of 

of 0r beneficent spirits. Certainly the wor- 
a haye an  ̂vegetation is very wide spread, and 
,5a8e 0f ?, the above consideration the most probable 
h . it ig1 or,%in- Next, it must be remembered 
f 6’°S to t-j 00 ta°t of dying that raises the human 
t̂ 0til thia t° fleVel of a gnardian spirit or god; and 
1 Qaial the aotual production of a god by cere- 
a thig la in® Would be a natural and an easy step.

8t respect, at least, we are upon the firm

ground of fact, not of mere theory. If any reader 
cares to read Mr. Tylor’s Primitive Culture (vol. i., 
pp. 104 to 110) he will find there described a host of 
examples of the practice of killing a human being 
and burying him under the foundations of a building, 
and sometimes actually using his blood as cement 
for the walls. Accounts of the building of bridges, 
and castles, and churches during the Dark Ages 
are full of stories of this character, and the 
modern custom of burying coins under a founda­
tion stone forms an interesting and harmless 
survival of this practice. In some parts of Africa a 
boy and girl are buried on the site where a village is 
to be established. In Polynesia the central pillar of 
the temple was placed on the body of a human 
victim. In Borneo a slave was placed under the 
largest house. In Germany we read accounts of 
people being buried under castles and bridges. In 
Scotland there is the legend that St. Columbia 
buried St. Oran under the foundations of his 
monastery to make it secure. Almost every country 
supplies us with similar stories, which whether true 
or not are at least testimony to the belief in the 
necessity of the practice. And finally we have the 
amusing story of the manner in which Sir Richard 
Burton ran a narrow escape of deification. Explor­
ing in Afghanistan in the disguise of a Mohammedan 
Fakir, he received a friendly hint from some of the 
people of the village he was staying at that he would 
do well to go away at once. He expressed his sur­
prise, as the people seemed very fond of him. That, 
they explained, was the cause of the trouble. They 
thought so much of him, that they desired to kill 
him and retain so excellent and so holy a man as 
their gnardian deity for ever.

When Mr. Tylor wrote Primitive Culture he was 
under the impression, as were others, that this 
sacrificing of human beings was for the purpose of 
appeasing the spirits of the place. Later investiga­
tion has made it clear that it was with quite a 
different purpose, the object being to create a guar­
dian spirit or local deity so that it might watch over 
and protect the building or place. God-making was 
thus shown to be a fairly universal practice.

Our next step has to be taken in company with 
Mr. Frazer. On all fours with the practice of 
creating a guardian deity for a building is that of 
creating a similar guardian for crops or vegetation. 
No one who reads through the pages of the Golden 
Bough can doubt the reality of this practice. The 
details of this practice are interesting, but they need 
not detain us now. It is enough that the praotice 
existed; and, as Mr. Frazer shows, it was an annual 
practice. Year by year the god was killed in order 
that the seed might ripen and the harvest be 
gathered. In some oases the body was cut up, and 
pieces buried in the fields; in other cases it was 
burned, and the ashes scattered over the surface. 
Gradually the practice becomes more elaborate, but 
the central idea remains intact—that of a human 
beingconvertedinto a god by being killed—sacrifiedfor 
the benefit of the living. Thai Mr. Frazer has in 
his mind the story of the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ there can be no reasonable doubt. 
At any rate, he leaves little room for doubt in the 
minds of his readers that the New Testament story 
is only another version of this widespread practice. 
The time of the sacrifice, the practices associated 
therewith, the symbolism, all point to this. The 
crucified Savior, in honor of whom the cathedrals 
and churches of the world are erected, is but another 
expression of the god-making practice of the savage
WOrM- C. COHEN.

(To he concluded.)

Earth and Man.
Ge o r g e  M e r e d it h , as a poet, personified the earth. 
It was not an it to him, but a she, full of beauty and 
charm. The mother of us all she is, to his poetic 
fancy, and through affection’s eye he studies all her
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modes and tenses. It is well known that Meredith 
was an enthusiastic optimist; but his optimism was 
not after the order of Master Pangloss, nor yet after 
that of many of the dramatic characters of Robert 
Browning. He did not believe that we are living in 
the best of all possible worlds, but in a world in 
which, in the long run, or on the average, good is 
stronger than evil, and happiness more prevalent 
than misery. It is by no means a perfect world, but 
it is a world in which the noble-minded, the cou­
rageous, and the strong find succor, motherly care, 
and more or less enjoyment. In “  The Woods of 
Westermain,” Meredith supplies us with an eloquent 
summary of his reading of the earth ; and the gist 
of this summary again is to be found in the following 
lines:—

“  Enter these enchanted woods,
You who dare.

Nothing harms beneath the leaves 
More than waves a swimmer cleaves.
Toss your heart up with the lark,
Foot at peace with mouse and worm,

Fair you fare.
Only at a dread of dark 
Quaver, and they quit their form :
Thousand eyeballs under hoods 

Have you by the hair.
Enter these enchanted woods,

You who dare.”
To Meredith the earth signified the aggregate of 

purely natural forces among which our lot is cast. 
In themselves these forces are neither for nor against 
u s ; they are simply indifferent, treating men and 
snakes alike. What the earth unrelentingly insists 
upon is unquestioning obedience to her laws. Lacking 
this obedience we shall be utterly crushed. For the 
coward and the slothful, for the selfish and the 
lustful, earth knows no pity and shows no favor.

“  Straightway venom winecups shout 
Toasts to One whose eyes are out;
Flowers along the reeling floor 
Drip henbane and hellebore :
Beauty, of her tresses shorn,
Shrieks as nature’s maniac.”

That reading of the earth is at once poetic, scientific, 
and true to the faots of experience. To Meredith 
Nature was the sum of things. Outside or beyond 
her he recognised nothing. To him, as to Swinburne 
and Shelley, Nature represented all that is. How 
radically different is the Christian reading of the 
earth. The Rev. Thomas Phillips, B. A., of Bloomsbury 
Chapel, in a sermon which appears in the Baptist 
Times and Freeman for September 24, presents this 
interpretation in its absurdest and most objection­
able form. He asks : “ How is the Christian man to 
approach the wonders of shining stars and moving 
waters and green things ? How is ho to listen to the 
anthem of the mountains and the drama of the sea ?” 
Then he answers: “  First of all we may approach 
them from the standpoint of scientific study.” 
According to this preacher science should be studied 
“ humbly and reverently," and when thus studied, it 
“  ought to make us spiritual,” that is religious, or 
worshipers of God. Being humble and reverent, Mr. 
Phillips “ cannot road the addresss of Sir J. J. 
Thomson at the recent British Association meet­
ings without being staggered and subdued by the 
theophany of radium and its activities.” Then 
follows this rhapsody:—

“  Without going so far as Emerson and speaking of 
spirit as matter tbinified, we cannot but recognise with 
gratitude and awe that scienco is leading us to tho stops 
of a groat temple. Tho flight of stairs begins with 
solids, and proceeds by liquids and gases, by light and 
heat, by electricity and magnetism and radio-activity 
right into tho prcsonco of tho Will and Love that drive 
and fill everything.”

We thank tho reverend gentleman for telling us that 
it is a Christian man who thus approaches tho phe­
nomena of Nature. Is ho not aware that, according 
to tho newest theory of matter, solids are composed 
of ether and electricity ? He would probably charac­
terise a rock as gross, dead matter; but tho rock 
consists of countless trillions of electrons forming 
atoms and molecules, and the electrons aro said to 
be strain-centres, charges of eloctrioity, on tho vast

ocean of ether. The ether is supposed to be t 
ultimate reality, or the materia prima; but it *s<̂ 0 
as much matter as the rock itself. At any r.â oUt

acan safely say that there is nothing spiritual 
it, in the theological sense. It would have beea, 
strange sort of spirit that tied itself up into knj> ’ 
or ran into twists, or whirled in vortices, and t 
gradually evolved into minerals, plants, animal0! ® 
men and women. In all this process of byoIo jj 
there is not the faintest trace of the infinite 
and Love so confidently spoken of by the preach0 • 

We will not follow Mr. Phillips into the BflC 
division of his discourse, in which he discuss®8^  
Psalmist’s—that is, the religious—way of appr° -3 
to the phenomena of Nature. The one clear PolDrS. 
that, to the preacher, all ways of approach aie&Di 
ligious. To say that “  soience is becoming n00*0 [0 
more the Gate Beautiful of the Temple of God 
betray invincible religious prejudice and gj 
intellectual perversity. As Henry Drummon .n 
to say, science does not teaoh religion, nor 10 tfl 
the least degree religions. The science refer ^  
by Mr. Philips is exclusively physical, dealing b0 
with physical relations and developments; 
forces it, against its nature and purpose, lD£orges, 
service of religion, with the result that he , re. 
without intending it, a fresh argument agaI îs 
ligion. Skipping, then, the second part °gs &Di 
sermon, we come to the cosmio consoiousn .¡fal 
the seamless robe of Christ. The former is a e ^ jjj 
dream of the poet. Mr. Phillips is of opinion ma? 
is most difficult of realisation ; but that °P'D poet 
simply indicate that Mr. Phillips is not 
Literally speaking, there is no such thing as .j. cio 
consciousness, and to unimaginable pe°P 00ffljoeot 
never be a reality. It is only suoh ^ l^ itm »0 
geniuses as Wordsworth and Shelley and 3 in 
and Swinburne and Meredith who sU ooenes8 
realising and thoroughly enjoying t*101/.  
with all Nature in conscious fe^oWS ft0n 
Phillips fails to do so, though he has 0 ^
the attempt. Everything is dull an ^rop0'ujjo aiuucuj^u, ----------  ,
commonplace to him in the absence of bis a £b0 

r»,,;t-TT tTq }ja8 endeavored to ‘noorphio Deity. H e ______
naclrWn’ ®lnsive God that makes ms
that fnr) * round ocean and the setting sun0, .¡j
eJeiv u i 1Bu °  terrib,r  cold that h° take8? /  i
“ idenffr l - he toach08 Mm. Ho has tried 
sh n r^  i7 , h',ma0lf with tho ocean and with’ bhoro is no human touch, no close b ^ 

that.”  All. thi.  f  V

tb0

to-heart intimacy in dquu. *»** - ^  ru*- - 
accountod for by the probable fact that Mr- . Jji10’ 
is nob a poet, and has not sufficiently ®ra .

of which Meredith was bo®  &
•; and his logic is also a 0f

- ’ is dev0‘d oceac,
tb0self in the art of which Meredith 

summate master,
lacks the poet’s vision, and he -  ^ e  uu" 
logician’s skill. “ I might be one wi j.¡(¡g 
he says, “ but it gives mo no assuranc  ̂>( p 0es 
won’t swamp and 
thing in heaven, or
him that assurance? What an won1 ¡0
Ho wants to feel quito sure that the g Cbrl ’¡¡j
I  • I T T T  I I  I  / I  1 . 1 1  L a  T T T O f l f l f l  l D  J  J

ii0engulf and drown va0\ eartbi P 
>r ob earth, or « « »  f t  1» < ,  

What an awfnl_ ito^

of
him ! Well, ho finds all ho wants in ^aliens08 ¡̂¡i 
whom tho great Something which ^  sky

___   ̂ gf I0
in a human dialect, and vocal in ^ re  jjjji'

eludos us breaks through the silence expr_ B 
shows himself, clothed with a hum an^^er to
in a human dialed, and voom ar0 w - yP,
That sounds great and grand, and w £0rioo0 gIJi 
as tho inevitable result, “  the grea jjabit&k 
verso has hnonme warm and cosyi

of
ft0

. iiifl “  .ua

verse has become warm ana cosyi 
homelike." Liston to this :—

“ Everything is different  ̂
aspect of tho sea is altered. kv0 ' .  oVery . . 
laud is tho hem of his garment, a , oDly t . 
embroidery of his robo. Naturo 10 . 0 0f O’b jh  
garment of Doity, but tho seamless  ̂ ^  tb0

What a curious, ludicrous the ^ » r 0^
and what a complete porvorsion jf " ¡¡o 1
Gospel. Tho object of Christ’s con0 £  ̂  ffg  
boliovo tho New Tostamont, was r08cu0 
right relations with Nature, but t0flJ oi. p[e- 
her clutches, and establish a s^ urfll 0P 
communication with tho super

b“ » "* ’ j  «< r , « > !lit
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was the proud claim of Jesus that neither he nor the 
k'ngdom he sought to set up was of this world. It 
was the powers of the world to come that he came 
jo display, and hiB true disciples were those who were 

accounted worthy to attain to that world. Jesus 
“ever mentioned Nature, nor showed by word or act 
‘ “ at he appreciated her. The same is true of the 
apostles. They all believed that the end of the 
*o/ld was close at hand. Like the Patriarchs of 
0'd, Christ’s people were but strangers and sojourners 

the earth. They were simply using this world as 
a bridge across the river of time, and the sooner they 
Cached the eternal shores the better.  ̂But this was 
a mischievous doctrine, a totally misleading An 
^moralising gospel, and its influence upon mankind 
f a8 been detrimental to their highest interests. It 
8 impossible to detach man from Nature, and to 
‘bduce him to “  rave to the Invisible to rend bun

her” i8 to do him an irreparable injury. He
be'tmgs to the earth and she to him, and his only 
N-ne happiness lies in making her and her laws his 
?u m all. Let him love her and obey her laws, and 

^all be, to some extent, her lord. Furthermore,
t0 quote Meredith,—

“  I say but that this love of Earth reveals 
A soul beside our own to quicken, quell,  ̂
Irradiate, and through ruinous floods uplitt.

J. T. LLOrn

Spiritual Advice.
Wi
laentL Christian people have gone through the experience 

ned in the sacred song—
“  Por the fountains of the Earth have failed 

-̂nd I am thirsty still,”
shoul êG\ *or sPiritual solace from experts. Why, they ask, 
°Ut tne V We bave our spiritual advisers just as we have 
SelVet! and legal advisers ? If they examined them-
for g p j  , '‘ h sufficient care they might find that their desire 
■̂ hero • Uad b°L co arose from selfishness and indolence. 
adviSe- 1S n° anal°gy between having medical and legal 
^WyerS ani  ̂having spiritual advisers. The doctor aud the 
tvhic]j ac*1 *or us *n those things which now are, “  the things 
to spe«8)6 ?een and temporal the clergy devote themselves 
fidenf ;U a“ Vo matters, regarding which they have the con- 

Tfie “Tudence to dogmatise.
sP'fitual^UeŜ 10ns by perplexed “  believers ’ ’ to their 
sxatppi ?a*des are very varied in character. One, for 
this ¡¿( 6’- ln a recent number of the British Weekly, puts 
&U Sot(/Uflr^ "  A- minister said here lately that he welcomed 
s° Ion«3 to,b*s church, and never asked what they believed 
ashs: ,(a8 life was right. Is that Christianity ?" Another 

at0 8 *ove for the neighbor equivalent to love for God ? 
that an n n- an<I wo read in even evangelical reviews, 
t>*0Us q. "heist may bo as well a religious man as any real 
*a°t ho v*1.. ,an ! that believing in good and doing good, in 
Jou think t fVeS- ln ®od w*tbout knowing it.”  Another : 11 Do 
Vetted tljat if peoplo live good lives, and yet are not con­
fe r  anfl bo cast into a lake of fire to be burned forv  na ever Aow jv. ‘
Optical a 6Se 8re stra'ght questions which admit of cato- 
8'Vo catUSŴ rs' '^u*' d°ea tl30 gentleman who is consulted 
a>)Swei. ¿f®ori°al an8wers ? Catch him 1 He professes to 
a coiu he questions above quoted in a bunch, and he takes 
hfQl *be paper to do it. And it is a column of beau-
• 0larft ,,bllng. it  js a favorite wheeze of the orthodox to ’-fl, e ‘hp*

> h c e dbeljevu Christianity. We Agnostics are all stated to 
Stnit?ra “  without knowing it ”  ! We do not know what 

¡!0 *s an a Wonl<I think if an Agnostic were to toll him that 
>" ’i it dQ̂ 8Qostic “ without knowing it.” He would probably
^aitiCtlia^h as a gross importinenco. But Christians are not 
° ‘ liero i, y careful in controversial matters to mete out touera tl10 t drelul m controversial matters to r 

Says ’matment they expect for themselves. 
fVfit he an’ “ mitli, “  Christ was the Light of tho World ere 
o  v. »  qq,0 vv0rld has always been yearning

ting aside 
flatly con

f0i wbpeared-
a tQotnp0*8 “  Desiro of all nations.” Putting 

a a<fict theDt 8 con8idorati°n of tho facts which fiatl,,
6videnS° I roPosit‘ °ns and tho remarkable absence of 

i lat Chrisfh to 8uPPort them, wo would respectfully ask 
d the ln®ueiiced men to do when once they got him ?

8 Arne 0f an<l good teachers of men before and after 
tie 8hould<̂ llr’ 'Sti vvero influenced by his Spirit in the world, 
It e.d ? Win0t *ba* system of spiritual influence have con- 

ta'Sed a ba* was gained by Christ’s coming in tho flesh ?^  j  ^ ' l i u u u  u y  G U l l O U  a  i U  U 1IU  u u o u  t

°t of difficulties and caused a lot of fighting,

wars, murders, and general cruelty, and to-day the leading 
“  Christian ”  countries do not practise the essential part of 
Christ’s teaching. They are nationally and commercially 
antagonistic, and ready to fly at one another’s throats. 
Christ was called the Prince of Peace, and he is reported to 
have left his peace with his disciples. But during his tours 
he once said, “ Think not that I am come to bring peace 
upon the earth. I came not to bring peace but a sword.” 
These different statements are fundamentally inconsistent. 
They contradict each other. They may be left to spiritual 
advisers who profess to be able to explain the policy of Bible 
chroniclers; but spiritual advisers usually just make con­
fusion worse confounded.

The modern Christian is very strong on “  Love.”  Love, 
we are informed, is the whole of religion. Really, Agnostics 
have good cause to rub their eyes after seeing such things in 
print. The most unseemly wrangles are those which take 
place in connection with ecclesiastical disputes. Only those 
who have had experience of them can tell how bitter they 
are. Men who had been friends before the Disruption in 
Scotland were sundered by that event, and refused even to 
look at one another afterwards. The virulence of feeling in 
Scotland as the result of a much more recent religious fight 
between the Wee Frees and the United Frees is very marked. 
Such a degree of hatred among men connected with any 
Secular organisation would be scandalous. But as it is only 
displayed among clerics it is taken rather as a subject for 
laughter. Then, again, are we to suppose that “  love ”  was 
the cause of the recent war in South Africa ? The pulpits 
of this country roared vociferously for war, and, like their 
Christian brethren, the Boers, commended the cause of their 
country to the loving “  God of Battles.”

It may be interesting or amusing to watch theological 
acrobats going through their contortionist tricks, but such 
performances furnish a woeful confession. Indeed, they 
amount to a surrender to rationalistic thought. One may 
infer or deduce, from what one hears from leading religious 
teachers, that each man must make his religion for himself. 
The bonds of dogma are giving way. Divinity is losing its 
attributes one by one. The Divine is gradually becoming 
human. Christianity is relinquishing its outposts. The net 
of Christianity is to be stretched so far that it can embrace 
every creed, every race, every type. No questions aro 
asked. According to Mr. Smith, “  Pythagoras and Socrates, 
no less than Abraham and Moses, will sit down with St. 
John and St. Paul in the Kingdom of Hoavon,”  which may 
be whatever your imagination chooses to picture it. But 
why St. John and St. Paul and not St. Abraham and St. 
Moses, and by an easy transition St. Pythagoras and St. 
Socrates ?

Mr. Smith goes on to remark:—
“ There are earnest men in our day who are hostile, as 

they suppose, to Christianity. In truth, however, it is not 
Christianity that they reject, but a caricature of it. It has 
been presented to them, perhaps in their childhood, in a per­
verted and unlovely form, and their hearts have revolted 
from it.”

This passage furnishes a good example of the pitying aloof­
ness and calm assurance and certitude of the fanatic. 
Observe the judicial air and pose adopted towards “  earnest 
men who are hostile, as they suppose, to Christianity.”  But 
it is quite futile as an explanation of the hostility of edu­
cated and earnest people to Christianity. The suggestion 
that such people are in their ignorance attacking, not Chris­
tianity, but a caricature of it, is grossly insulting. If it is 
not, it is an admission that the Christian Chnrches generally 
do not represent Christianity, that they merely show to the 
poor world a caricature of it. But where is the faithful 
remnant ? Where are we to find the true and incorruptible 
handful who are the real representatives of real Christianity? 
The fact of the matter is, tho spiritual adviser, instead of 
pulling an inquirer out of a bog of perplexity, shoves him 
deeper into it. Religions havo labelled sections of mankind 
with different names and badges, but they furnish no help in 
elucidating truth or advancing progress. The pioneers of 
truth and progress have been buffeted and burned by 
“ Christians” in all ages. But “ Christians” cannot havo 
their cake and eat it, though tho elusive theologian refuses 
to be pinned down to a definite and comprehensible position. 
To-day the Agnostic leaders of human thought and progress 
aro condemned by “  Christians ”  as dangerous men and dis­
seminators of falsehood. Some years hence these very 
“  dangerous ”  and “ false ”  Agnostics will be claimed by the 
Christian Churches. This chicanery is really contemptible.

Simple Sandy.

Great men aro they who see that spiritual is stronger
than any material force; that thoughts rule the world.__
Emerson.
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A  New Religion.

W hen Bishop McFaul reads the latest deliverance of former 
President Charles W. Eliot, of Harvard, he will be more 
certain than ever that the Catholic who attends one of our 
large colleges is lost. Dr Eliot has been guilty of the blas­
phemy of outlining a new religion, We say blasphemy, 
because to affirm a new religion is to denjf, impugn, and 
contumeliously reproach the old one. Addressing the Har­
vard Summer School of Theology, July 22, Dr. Eliot thus 
introduced and outlined his revised system, in part:—

“ The new religion,” he said, “ will not be based upon 
authority, either spiritual or temporal; the present genera­
tion is ready to be led, but not driven. In the new religion 
there will be no personification of natural objects ; there will 
be no deification of remarkable human beings, and the faith 
will not be racial or tribal. A new thought of God will be 
its characteristic. The twentieth century religion accepts 
literally St. Paul’s statement: ‘ In Him we live and move 
and have our being.’ This new religion will be thoroughly 
monotheistic. God will be so immanent that no intermediary 
will be needed. For every man God will be a multiplication 
of infinities. A humane and worthy idea of God then will 
be the central thought of the new religion. This religion 
rejects the idea that man is alien or a fallen being, who is 
hopelessly wicked. It finds such beliefs inconsistent with a 
worthy idea of God. Man has always attributed to man a 
spirit associated but independent of the body. This spirit is 
shown in a man’s habits, in his appearance and actions—in 
short, it is his personality : it is the most effective part of 
every human being. In the crisis of a battle it is a superior 
soul that rallies the troops, and it appeals to souls—not to 
bodies. The new religion will admit no sacraments, except 
natural, hallowed customs, and it will deal with natural in­
terpretations of such rites. Its priests will strive to improve 
social and industrial conditions. It will not attempt to 
reconcile people to present ills by the promise of future com­
pensation. I believe the advent of just freedom for mankind 
has been delayed for centuries by such promises. Prevention 
will be tho watchword of the new religion, and a skilful 
surgeon will be one of its ministers. It cannot supply con­
solation as offered by old religions, but it will reduce the 
need of consolation. The new religion will laud God’s love, 
and will not teach condemnation for the mass of mankind. 
The true end of all religions and philosophy is to teach 
man to serve his fellow-man, and this religion will do 
this increasingly. It will not be bound by dogma or creed ; 
its workings will be simple, but its field of action limitless. 
Its discipline will bo the training in the development of co­
operative goodwill. Again and again different bodies of 
people, such as Spiritualists and Christian Scientists, have 
set up new cults. But the mass of people stay by the 
Church. Since there will be undoubtedly more freedom in 
this century, it may be argued that it will bo difficult to 
unite various religions under this new head ; but such unity. 
I believe, can be accomplished on this basis—the love of God 
and service to one's fellow-man. There are already many 
signs of extensive co-operation—democracy, individualism, 
idealism, a tendency to welcome the new, and preventive 
medicine. Finally, I believe, the now religion will make 
Christ’s revolution soem more wonderful than ever to us.”

Woll-mcant but impracticable is tho verdict on this rovived 
theophilanthropy of Dr. Eliot. Thomas Paine tried it once, 
and was advised by Talleyrand that if he wished to succeed 
in establishing a new religion ho must get himself crucified 
and riso on tho third day. The crowd, standing open- 
mouthed and rocoptive, want to bo filled with wonders and 
miracles. A religion that does not make a personal God out 
of nature, and allege divinity of its “ remarkablo human 
beings,”  will not tako with tho mob that gives a body to 
supernatural faiths. There must be tho “  intermediary," 
the medicine-man, tho sacerdotal priesthood. Tho “  fall ” is 
a necessity to any redemption. A religion through which 
men can bo thoir own rodeemors eliminates graft and is 
foredoomed to failure. Tho “  sacraments ”  through which 
the natural takes on tho supernatural, and obscenities 
become sanctities, aro as ossoutial to religion as his 
apparatus is to tho illusionist. No “  dogma or crocd ”  is 
not a condition of religion, but of Froethought. “  Love of 
God and service to one’s fellow-man ” — this is a bait that 
has boon thrown out boforo. Tho lovo of God is expected to 
attract tho religious, and sorvico to man tho irreligious. 
But there is no definition of the word "love ”  under which it 
can bo used to express the sentiment of a human being for 
something ho knows nothing about. One may fear tho un­
known, but ho cannot lovo it. Tho phraso “  lovo of God," 
therefore, carries no meaning. Service to ono's fellow-man 
means something not religious. Wo wish that Dr. Eliot had 
borrowed a name from Guyau and christened this child of 
his thought “  tho non-religion of tho future.” Tho merit of 
his fivo-foot roligion consists in its rejection of tho funda­
mental superstitions of current Christianity.

—George Macdonald in New York "  Trulhtcekcr."

Acid Drops.

“  Shall Ferrer Die ?” was the heading of an article w ^  
week’s New Age. We cannot give the writer’s name. 10 ^ 
does not give it himself. But it was an able article, altb° f 
it was very hysterical. Under the heading was a pi 
two famous lines :—

“  There’s twenty million Englishmen

,arody°f

Will know the reason why?”
We are sorry to say it, but we do not believe the10

are
whotwenty million Englishmen, or one million Englishmen. ^ 

care “ a solitary damn ” whether the noble Spaniard o’‘ ^
not. And when the writer talks of sending the *> ^
fleet to Barcelona, and moving “ that the Governme^^ 
granted a war credit of ten million pounds for the Pur,P jo 

idertaking operations against Spain,” he is simply 0 0 
a balloon.” We take it that tho explanation o ^  
hysterics is the writer's religion. Ho has a Go( • -j6
what a God 1 He refers to tho Queen of Spam ^ o  
rightly, we admit) as “ a recanting English >̂f‘u0,ê r’’' lie 
sold her faith for a crown,” — “ God rewarding 1 gay| 
adds, “ with a bomb as a wedding gift.”  Again . ¡t 
what a God 1 That bomb did not touch the royal co 
killed several innocent people. But as tho New Ag * jn 
appears to be a Protestant, and therefore a bo  ̂jpg 
vicarious sacrifice, this may be quite in keeping 
view of the fitness of things.

The gentleman appoals to “  tho conscience of Prot
*' *“  » ’England.”  Well, it has no conscience

nj at tors. Anri* ' ***more than CathoHon Nonconformists do not care - 
any of his tribe . becomes of Francisco Ferrer
aud they both hate everybody e l i  Cath°,ic8 Latc cachot

Mr. John Barns statomoiit that “ Lord Morlef’
and many other/ « A‘ J' BaIfour- Mr. John M. Robert#* 
Ferrer and his In 0W°t a as Freethinkers to Sen
Balfour’s ))am' in “ med,ato Wends.” We smile at JJ
rest. Thoy d0 own *° , l,?t’ but wo raise no objection to t
and his immediate V  aS ?™tbinkers to Senor F e J
and anythin» f,londs- But ‘bey are politicians
Bim every w r s e t L f r Va.rds: and ” ith tbat fact , 1on.” y man tak°s Danto’s advico to “ look andp“sS

i e  r r / , t0 tb° “ torturos ”  Practised at Montjf* 
ago from Sn;n/ i 11D& more tangible. Wo heard a fo#yc t
attainments ^  / 1 ol tb°, and character, that all sorts of infamous torfg

1 in that fortress.•- Aimwore inilicted on tho political prisoners in « , ^
nri«nnnr w« snp.oiallv alindo to was liberate- J

! tiro0
to

escape a form oi ,y “ ,udo to. w»s liberaieu j~  unspoakabln *> torture which is usually referred y 
and clear id,.™ J*Ut a Word of that sort gives no clear
truth is that thn far°. necessary in such matters. Tb 
the genital or„.,„ °r ^ °  of compression was to be apP1 
for statin J  it 8aru That »  ‘Bo fact, and we make no a oh 
ness, which 1« t >Lr,°  Is aomothing higher than were p 
Shall the onomi°0 ° i^ n another name for sheer coff ,gjj 
‘ he friends of i ! l°  humanity do devilish deeds, am ^  
deeds to the d f t v i - bo to° squeamish to bn retos 
bo h o n o s tije t  ? Th°  very idea is a treachery. ^

us ho as bravo as justice. tbose

Tbo %

Wc aro quito prepared to beliovo almos e to 1)0 1 i0. 
infamous torturors. Still, wo prefer eV, n0mieS0 . jjia 
Wo do not wish to slandor oven tho Pro'j )1(jrofore>

of

kind. We ask tho New Age 
authority is for tho statement

writer,
that worn0“ 

aro

prison0*: to’ -, over. j
IV' 1 Vt * V/ i  I VJ1 A .3 A p i ,  aia.i \.j , , , , ,  «  v  -i - - -   

Montjuich aro raped, that tho boys aro » practi0̂ j¡a¡u 
Jesuit and othor monasteries for nnna -. yirtu0 by 
that evou “ little girls aro deprived , Anaser ’’ 0

Handed,^   ̂ ^

who have an assortmont of vonorcal discs better cV*1 jf tb0} 
merits may bo truo, but wo ought to ' l!l'  writer‘ 
thorn than tiro bare word of an anonym ,^gjj (Jo j0 ti> 
are truo, if thoy can bo established, t:Im gentat‘° _ r0pr0
would bo as much entitled to make l w-1 ntoh 
Spanish Govornmout as both of thorn j9 a ck oest>

* ■ • * •’  «  '* * .:api "h®.qqQX&V

thorn than the bare word of an —* p.,;
established, the Bi­
ded to make * # £  
both of them 

sontntious to tho Saltan of Morocco.  ̂ ra;se 
for a British protest. But who is ¡pon of r°
in tho Ilonso of Commous ? How many 
aro there in that august nssombly ?___  , tece^ll  Jl

a Kdiuburgb - ti,s -,
Professor Kirkpatrick, lecturing ft arkftbl0 v0r of 0̂ 

the Uefoririatiou, said : “ It was a remar f vo^ /  
tho great Keformers were quite as s  ̂ st»‘  , ” ob

Criticising ‘ b ,, M> G . ^as of religious liberty. — . 18, -
Staffordshire Herald for S o p t e n i n o  1{(jfortuerB18, Jf. vtcv

torises it as truo, ami adds :
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ÌaUĉ l ‘u favor of one sort of liberty as of tbe other,
' 18 at all ; they were the advocates of persecution

andthat
flQnfV[^ence‘” “  M. C. L .” supports that criticism with apt 
cop t ° ns from Mallam and Leeky, and by citing several 
V’aa B, ^roo/ s from the history of Protestantism. Luther 
book • ^u n̂t°SS6nce of intolerance. Melancthon wrote a 
¡jj " ln defonce of religious persecution. Calvin was 
jju ra. y responsible for the execution of Jacques Gruet, the 
sj n!n8 °f Servetus, and the banishment of several others, 
the Pi  ̂,^ecause they did not see eye to eye with him on 
11 jyj ptl'cal questions. But while thus agreeing with all that 
io R  B.”  says on the subject, we at the same time beg to 
t0 n<* “ tn  that those who live in glass houses cannot afford 

r°w stones, as ho is so fond of doing.

AtPaul *bo Now Theologians courageously repudiated
diflp a they agreed with him, they were glad ; but if they 
tarn  ̂ r̂om ttni, all the worse for him. But the tide has 
leao , ^  now looks as if the apostle were to have a fresh

o?dPp Ve tbatA n.] aut ! he is being endlessly driven from pillar to post. 
,.  'e conflicting schools claim him. He is at once a Bab

b/,e' Air. C. E. Wood has just published a 5s. book 
Paul himself was a New Thoologian. Poor

hinist <ruunic«DR schools claim him. He is at once a Bau- 
B°liean n° 8^C’ Theosophist, Evolutionist, Hegelian, Neitz-

To-morrow hemav +n’ ail >̂ now at last, New Theologian, 
y urn up as an orthodox Secularist.

Tlitena ° n°t'°n that a State Church is essential to the main- 
Joh^o6, °f religion is pretty nearly played out. One of 
said ) uart Mill’s friends— we think it was Charles Buller— 
land 1,° WaS °PPose(I to disestablishing the Church of Eng- 
and p fcau8e it was “  the only thing that stood between us 
Bnjj. “ ristianity." There are no State Churches in the 
^tn u State8 or Canada, yet religion flourishes in both with 
C a a^ l e  vigor. There is actually a St. Anne Railway in 
of o ida’ "which carries “  pilgrims ”  from Quebec to the shrine 
Afarv k?116 Boaupre. St. Anne is the alleged mother of 

y> the alleged mother of Jesus. At the village of;ea„  . - - “ "6» -  ui. « coup. village
o, Pre a fine church exists in her honor. It has a holy 

*0 the form of a fragment of the bone of St. Anne’s

Bi 
relic 
arm 
bon is probably as authentic as the similar bits of
at ti^ ^ terod  over Europe. “ Miracles” have taken place 
officiali Beauprd shrine. Of course ! Catholic bishops have 
tbe y certified the fact, and who can doubt them? Not 
Was '̂ ^riIas' They go there in shoals. A special railway 
at jjiC0Ilstructed for them in 1889, and was solemnly blessed, 
the r)6 °Pe“ i“ 8 ceremony, by the late Cardinal Tascherau in 
of th fSbrice ° i a big muster of priests and a huge concourse 
hodj3 thful. We are not surprised to see by the Guide 
ticaun ’ the Beaufort Lunatic Asylum is situated near 
tbost h accommodates over a thousand patients— and 

0 a very necessary institution.

“ Ithose j?SV ’ an Ontario correspondent writes us, “ I wish 
\ver0 Rationalists who think orthodox Christianity dead 
one’s 0b“ 8e<i  to live in this province for a time. It makes 
Chri8fROU* 8*cb to live with the people one finds in this 
twice l-an ân(h ” This correspondent, who heard us lecture 

T?~‘0n^on’ say8 be “  must make time to read the 
t'on or ctse stagnate,” so he sends over a subscrip-

10 the paper.
In

thanked *ecenGy published prayer, the Lord is fervently 
faised , a book he never wrote, for an altar he never 
the ^°r a bouse he never built. Then the altar and
and pni p* are thus characterised : “  The place of common 
the n0 bbc Prayer, and the ground on which the rich and
eyes JR ,ahke can meet to call thee Father and lift up their ’’ Itil ~ ’  ”givin ,tn a common expectation to the all-blessing and all- 
<3ieaf” Ravens.”  How fortunate it is that the Lord is stone- 
if h(J R?® cannot bo annoyed by such ineffable rubbish. But 
Put aa . ^ is t  and could hear, his very first act would be to 
Prav;,, lnstantanoous and eternal stop to this intolerable

^“g-nuisance.

Were°pQ9sor Sir William Ramsay says that the Pagan “ gods 
agree1 Werless, and were recognised to be powerless.”  Weft/w .. 1 . -.1 It J At. _ /"'ll f _AI _   JS_ °1Uali 
Jet

wish only to add that the Christian gods areyJt-iX y  u u  CliVlH U1ACHU VXAVJ v o i m m u i u  MI^V>

J ttnivP° Wer'ess> w’ th the only difference that they are not 
i°lIUer recognised to bo so. But as surely as the
*°r the Re“ t> because of their weakness, these are going, and 

same reason.

,R0tker ei ;J -  M. Jowett has resolvod to become a miracle- 
.. ?iagger ■■ hj® bi? intention, on his return from America, to 
.Ik e  Preo b *8 Birmingham congregation— to staggor it with 
h Prom;6tlCe God.”  He will “  stagger ”  it, if ho fulfils 
Peopl(3 so. As soon as he is able to introduce God to his 
^ “dent hSlns> * Here he is, at last,” wo, too, will from that 

e numbered with the believers. But we are quite

safe; the reverend gentleman, as usual, only indulged in 
idle, empty talk.

Rev. R. J. Campbell’s last printed sermon is on the Atone­
ment,—a doctrine in which he doesn’t believe in any straight­
forward meaning of the word. He denies that intelligent 
people believe it either. He quotes the Salvation Army 
statement of the doctrine, and says it is “ plain and honest ” 
but “  nothing is much less likely of acceptance by the 
ordinary thoughtful, serious mind of to-day.” “  Preachers,” 
he adds, “  may shuffle and juggle as they please with the 
subject, but very few of them would have the courage to 
state as explicitly as General Booth that this is what they 
believe about the atonement of Christ for the sins of the 
world.”  Mr. Campbell protests, however, that there must 
be “ a valuable truth ” in the idea of atonement. But his 
“  valuable truth ”  is only an afterthought. It has no more 
connection with the original idea of the Atonement than 
chalk has with cheese.

The New Theology weekly (it doesn’t like us to mention 
its name) published portraits last week of “  Leaders of the 
Brotherhood Movement.”  We recognised one of them as a 
gentleman who implored Mr. W. T. Stead not to expose 
Torroy’s slanders on Paine and Ingersoll. Anything was 
better than injuring the cause of Christ 1 A nice “  Brother­
hood ”  representative this 1 It reminds us of the “ brother­
hood of Cain and Abel.”

Some of the New Theology gentlemen are talking about 
“  the pre-existence of Christ.” This is only a form of that 
oriental moonshine called Theosophy. What can it really 
matter whether Christ (or anyone else) pre-existed or not ? 
Besides, there is a primary question. Did he ever exist at 
all ?

the following news from
23

“  Interviewed here to-day as to his impressions in Canada, 
Mr. Will Crooks, M.P., said he had been searching here, as 
ha had searched wherever he had been, for signs of the 
brotherhood of man as the principle of social conditions, but 
he was bound to admit that he saw no more evidence of it in 
Canada than he did at home in Great Britain.”

England is a Christian country ; Canada is rathor more so ; 
and Christianity is nearly two thousand years old. Yet the 
brotherhood of man is as far off as it was beforo England 
and Canada (as nations) or Christianity existed. This ought 
to astonish even Mr. Will Crooks.

Mr. T. P. O'Connor, M.P., treated the International Press 
Conference to a denunciation of anonymous journalism. 
“ Reality and sincerity,”  he said, “  would never be truly 
attained till journalism ceased to cover itself with the mark 
of anonymity, and got rid of the ridiculous and stupid pre­
tence that its articles were the emanations of some Lama 
and not of the individual, clever or stupid, honest or insin­
cere, wise or foolish, who wrote the article.” We quite 
agree with Mr. O’Connor. This has always been our view. 
We also agree with Mr. O’Connor’s concluding sentence, that 
“ Mystery is next door to mendacity.”  We should put it 
even a little stronger. We believe that they live together. 
And we wish Mr. O’Connor would extend the principle to 
religion as well as journalism. Perhaps he does—in private.

According to the speech from the throne, at the opening 
of the session of the States General, Holland, the policy of 
the Government will be, as before, the “ application in legis­
lation of Christian principles.”  That is what all the 
Governments in Europe, with the exception of “ infidel ” 
France say they are doing—and they are all acting 
differently. The fact is, there is no such thing as Christian 
principles in legislation. The phrase is perfectly meaning­
less. The only thing definite about Christianity is its 
dogmas —and some of these are rejected by “ advanced ” 
Protestants. ____

The Lord is no lover of black people. In Africa countless 
numbers of them are miserable slaves. The Anti-Slavery 
and Aborigines Protection Society has already held two 
special prayer-meetings for the purpose of bringing pressure 
to bear upon him to emancipate them. Very influential 
people have passionately implored him to put an end to the 
degrading institution of slavery. As yet he has mado no 
response, and a third meeting has been arranged for Friday, 
Octobor 1, at which he is to be still more emphatically 
reminded of his duty in the matter. Wo are sorry to be 
prophets of evil, but we are afraid the third prayer-mooting 
will share the fate of the former two.
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The Bishop of Manchester warns the clergy against 
preaching as if people knew something of what is in the 
Bible. “  There are many, many people,”  he says, “  who are 
quite unfamiliar with that book. The names which are 
mentioned are strange to them, and they wonder what on 
earth we are preaching about.”  Poor Old B ook!

the storm. Mr. Harvey improved the occasion by tell>®8 
story. A native of Aberdeen once put his clerical prejo“1 
in his pocket, and asked the actor to open a church 
and before stepping on the platform he remarked, ‘‘ ®ir> jn 
just wonderful to think what depths a man will sink t 
in order to raise money.”

Bev. Dr. Fitchett, the well-known Jingo man of God, says 
that “  the Bible is almost an unknown book ”  in Queensland. 
In all parts of the State the clergy report that “  the Bible, 
as a rule, is almost an unused book.”  Of course the clergy 
cry out that such a state of things, if allowed, will “ bring 
disaster not only on the Church, but on the State.”  Dr. 
Fitchett declares that Secular Education is the enemy. If 
the Churches cannot control education Christianity is lost. 
Agreed!

Religious papers at present are printing a good deal of 
what is probably “  inspired ”  puffing of the Rev. C. L. 
Drawbridge, President of a Christian Evidence Society 
which has been formed to counteract the wicked work of 
the “  infidels ”  at Parliament Hill Fields. According to the 
Sunday School Chronicle the “  infidels ”  not only blasphemed 
shockingly from their platform, but distributed leaflets full 
of abominations. One of them actually contained the state­
ment that “  Churches and chapels are wicked dens of vice.” 
Is it meant that this leaflet was distributed from the N. S. S. 
platform ? If so, we ask for its production. The article we 
are dealing with says that “ the successful anti-infidel debater 
must be a specialist.”  We are sorry to say that he is too 
frequently a specialist in falsehood and slander.

The Catholic Truth Conference was held this year at 
Manchester, and the very first subject dealt with was the 
Church and Socialism. Mr. Hillaire Belloc, M.P., one of the 
speakers, said that the Catholic Church was the one barrier 
to Socialism. Yet there are Catholics who declare that the 
only true Socialism is only to be realised through the 
Catholic Church. Mr. Belloc was followed by speakers who 
“  made violent attacks on Socialism as anti-Christian and 
Atheistic.”  Wo really fail to see how an economic theory 
can be either Atheistic or Christian—except on the general 
ground that all theories of human improvement by purely 
social agencies are in a sense Atheistic, in so far as they 
involve man's saving himself instead of leaving it to God.

“  Another remarkable cure ”  is said to have taken place 
quite recently at St. Winifride’s Well. A girl of eleven, from 
Salford, who had been an out-patient at the Children’s 
Hospital for a year, and had been provided with crutches 
and irons, was immersed in the holy water and cured of a 
serious affection of the hip. She walked away freely, and 
Bhowed her leg to prove it was restored. So runs the pious 
story circulated in the newspapers. The important details 
of the child’s name and address are not given. No doubt a 
thorough examination would show that the smoko (as the 
saying is) was caused by a very littlo fire. The whole story, 
indeed, may bo a pure invention ; for such are more than 
half the Catholic stories of wonderful cures at holy wells and 
sacred shrines. ____

The New York Truthseeher is generally accurate. But 
who is “  Mr. Joseph Warwick, Bradlaugh’s contemporary and 
fellow campaigner ” ? Wo don’t think we over heard of him 
before.

They seem to have a terrible lot of Old Testament men of 
God in America. The New York Truthseeher often fills a 
column or more with baro statements of their misdoings, 
which are generally sexual. “  The sons of God saw the 
daughters of men that they were fair." It is an ancient 
text with a modern meaning.

The Salvation Army has been declared to bo “  a nuisance” 
by tho Aborystwyth Town Council. The way the Boothites 
pester visitors with their collection boxes is described as 
“  intolerable.”  Since tho “  General ” went to Buckingham 
Palaco tho “  Army ”  has had cheek enough for anything. 
Wo aro glad to see signs of roaction against its insolence.

Mr. Martin Harvey, tho well-known actor, oponed tho 
winter course of lectures in connection with tho Scottish 
National Song Socioty in tho Charing Cross Hall, Glasgow, 
tho subject of his address boing “  National Song.”  Mr. 
Harvoy began by explaining tho abscnco of tho ltov. Dr. 
Ambrose Shepherd who was to havo taken tho chair. It 
appears that the godly had raised such a frightful rumpus over 
tho idea of tho roverond gentleman's presiding at a meeting 
to bo addressed by a profano play-actor, a thespian roguo- 
and-vagabond, that Dr. Shepherd folt obliged to bow before

Three hundred members of a sect known as the “ B®lie, aj 
in the Latter Reign of the Apostolic Church ” assorts) 9 ey 
Duxbury, Massachusetts, on Thursday, September 23. ^
expected the millennium to begin the next morning 8 ,
o’clock. They themselves were to be caught up in a ® 
to meet Jesus. They are still on earth, and the millenu 
has not arrived.

Pastor George Wise has been telling an Orange meeting 
Liverpool that Catholics were taught, and believeQi  ̂
heretics should bo put to death. Does he imagine y 
Protestants ever renounced the principle of persec B 
Does he fancy that they did not put heretics to deal 
they could ? They persecute Freethinkers even n n 
Liverpool. Pastor George Wise himself dare not ca 
the authorities to treat Freethinkers like other citizen •

------  i left eff
Pastor Wise says that the Catholic Church only ffbo

burning heretics alive when thero were too gts0ll, 
objected to being burnt. He borrowed that from i°n

-----  . ,iaq bee®
The entire coast line of tho Gulf of Mexico has

swept by terrific storms. There has been immense de®tr“C' 
tion of property and a great loss of human life. Th® latI

Good old “  Providence.cannot yet be fully computed.
, relig'0“3.

riots at Livernool h ? *°P ,10s.to  our remarks on the 
paper, u n less^  ; "m ” afrai(J to mention the name of
Christian norin r  8 i*1 lcted with tho usual bad manners
Our S n L fn n '? 1<! 1Ca'H Wbero Freethinkers are concern ' 
an intolerant to r/  <Jenies tbat “  the Christian religion bre „ 
and Sav» i  ! ™ ! a? “ §8titerival bodies of adherent endeavoring to make capital out obetra«'u iu u  oaijn w o  t u u  u u u o a v u u u g  vu  ------------ -  py  -
Liverpool disturbances.” Tho latter statement may 
but tho former is obviously false; for tho hatre j,T1tof 
Catholic and Protestant is not a thing of ôi
centuries,— and tho same may be said 
hatred of Freethinkers. It is very easy,

for tho hatruu —yosterday, bu 
of their common

temporary to cl>n>v,„ . , - too, for our no
Catholics aro not hn M*Wlt l discourtesy in saying that 
we know (Tasks) T Cn m plcadi°g for toleration. H«* J
or not? Wo roolif oiller PeoPlo’a n2otivoB are^  Ifthey say 0 .P.y tijat wo judge them by their deeds- 
subtlo genius to * and do anot^°r it does not reqalt

bourns to understand them.

seems to us^verv ̂ temporary's leadorotto on the Feriethf]s  
arrested for nni;^ disingenuous. It declares that'1« ,
¡‘is Secular Sehnol . reasons- But, in that case, wby ,
It also declares il \°..08ed all over Spain by the autbont 
o{ hie guiit niav |la tbo Proofs the authorities say tbey 
they arrested M r Vahd’ But they said that before **  
rage. They bent °F aI,eged complicity in the Madrid - 7  i0pt saying it for twelve months. Yet «»- ’ them into briffj

° ^ t-rTl'tho public opinion of Europe forcod „  WBI.„ -  .
Ferror before a logal tribunal the "  P5°° V'atboli® cC' ,-si 1_____________3 1- — (lilt ^ .« -1 tifl

were otem;
to bo rubbish, and lie was acquitted-^ Car^C^ ^ at w® 1
porary forgets things, 
a better memory.

Still, it might recoil
n3tbo

Sessio“ 8 * „¡¡cb-
Tho Lax caso has come boforo tho Tot y gued p ' 

roverend gentlemen’s assaulters have bo ®8S ¡¡o’’
It appears from tho ovidonco in court „ goim> ĵtl)
thought him very Lax. Thoy considerc lady 0{ b‘s
with a lady not his wife “  intolerable. wjjen BOt°mat $  
tho reverond gentloman, lato at nighty ^ stated ^¡ci‘ 
parishionors committed tho assault. brides 4 
congregation now consists of few perso

Carver,_^ Do
nating schoolmistress.

Itov. Canon Dr. Alfred Jamos 
Strcatham Common, loft T88,112. 
this winter, if tho Gospel bo truo

He will T!ns itiB°%Rut perbap8

“  Providence ”  doesn't oven w»»“ -  .
St. John’B Church, March, was struck oy g0;ng

watch over itB a t& rbtmCo
was a»1I i

whilo tho early Communion sorvico f 
stono cross was splintorod, and tho root w (1 
much damaged. “  Ho dooth all things woi •

sot on

ebureb aDb <
During diviuo sorvico in a Granai jver - 

night a well-known merchant drew a . m°s ^teb 
his brains. Immediately tho congreg ^  t)je c g

an«
f s ÿ

0pi

started a btampedo, and tho 
noarly wrcckod in tho strugglo. 
of roligious influences.

iutüd°ris tbe 9001Such
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Mr. F o o te ’s E ngagem ents. Sugar Plums.

Sunday, October 3, Secular Hall, 110 Brunswick-street, Glasgow : 
at 12 (noon), “ The Moral Failure of Christianity at 6.30, 
P-m., “  Shakespeare’s Philosophy of Life—in Hamlet, etc.

October 10, Leicester ; 17, 24, and 31, St. James’ s Hall, London. 
November 7, Manchester ; 14, Liverpool; 28, Birmingham.

T o  C orrespondents.

C. Cohen’ s Lecture Engagements.—October 3, St. James s H 
London; 17, Glasgow;
December 5, Liverpool.

m  —

London ; 17, Glasgow; 24, Victoria Park; 31, Birmingham.
J. t

HalNL°'n),S Lecture Engagements.—October 10, St. James’s 
^ >17, Liverpool: 24, Glasgow. December 19, Leicester.

o 5  L ai-le\vell.—The Ingersoll lectures you mention are all 
°* Print. Thanks for papers, good wishes, etc.

McLean.—Thanks for cuttings. Order passed on.
a,A ‘ . ®?lr°ti).—Sent as requested. Much obliged. It is 
thi;°?la“ ing at first sight what a lot of people fancy the Free- 

R«er is dead and that Freethought died with Bradlaugh. 
- ® reason, of course, is the boycott of this journal; and 

jj etimes, we fear, the wish is father to the thought.
yon^f8’—Glad to hear you are doing missionary work amongst 

,l°w workmen. Freethinkers should all be doing some- 
^ fi of the same kind.

;rnmortSp°N oo *onS f°r us ‘ ° attempt the gentleman’s

that ®AliRIS-—Thanks for the reference. We note your wish 
a,j .We ^ordd publish what you are pleased to call our “  truly 

11A lrab 0 orations on the immortal bard.”
w“Ra,0ARAI!Ra.”—Thanks for memorandum of your reply. It 
r̂ ent *7 mteresting to have a collection of the Old Testa-
■̂ uth c.ru<» ‘ *ea slurred over with euphemisms in both the 
c°uld°ii13ê  an^ ®ev'se  ̂ Versions. Some of them, of course, 
Prett he printed in English, but the rest would make a

j  y u'sh to set before the king—King Demos.
report prefer to have our paragraphs based upon printed 
to if Pi’ • ' s neceasary to have something of that kind to refer 

W p Christians ask “  where is your authority 7"
^ R ' ^ ALr’’—1Iany thanks for cuttings. 

be’â U M , —Shall be sent as requested. Glad to hear you
intro(16 a regular reader of the Freethinker through its being 
now “ Uced to you by a Freethought friend, and that you are 
gla<j ,C OlnS all you can to promote its circulation. Shall be 

^ W ° 866 ^°U an^ ^our r̂*ends a‘  onr Birmingham meetings.
—-Thanks for cuttings, though Tuesday morning is too 

tor the next issue.
j  ^.°"LSR— Shall have attention.

]\lÎAriQAAEI>-—W® don’ t see that your letter proves the truth 
The t  CamPbell’s statement.

0lo8eaeaSUrer ° ‘  ‘ be Coulter Fund informs us that it will be 
get £>-nVltb nex‘  week’s Freethinker. Mr. Boulter hoped to 
start V -M0 be'P s‘ ar‘  in business for himself, but he will 
‘ aiW;„Vltb what is in hand, and trust to the “ saints ” for 
p rinS orders
Gat

J- P.
‘ at 
S. Dfi fiRANcis.—Tuesday morning is too late—and do keep up to

i'oasr,.,0« 18— intend to deal with the case, but we see no 
J. j T for «I temper or beat.

see v °SLKT-'—Glad to have your letter, and shall be pleased to 
fielig; a‘  Leicester. Our lecture there is to be on “  The 
CoiOin Shakespeare,”  so you won’t (apparently) regret
Flou-e? over from Chesterfield. We note your finding our 

Tag g * ° f Freethought “  delightful.”
fiarri«°jAR Society, Limited, office is at 2 Newcastle-street, 

TBt. ^ nSd°n-street, E.C.
fiRtr i«1 j1141, Secular Society' s offioe is at 2 Newoastle-street,

LgIItBa Sdon-street E.O.
‘ o 2 iL ^ r ‘ he Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed 

L*oid °aatle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.
E °n0Kl  must reaoh 2 Newoastle-street, Farringdom 

- l0a8rt’ed 'U'' first post Tuesday, or they will not be

taarv wbo Bend us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
0aB km8 ‘ he passages to which they wish us to call attention. 

fiionV01 » ‘ mature should be sent to the Manager of the 
»ua r !  Preaa> 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C., 

PeilD;  not ‘ °  ‘ he Editor.
‘ o senaT iWing for literature by stamps are specially requested 

Ta, » haVpenny ,tamp,.
^ '¿"th in k er  will be forwarded direct from the publishing 
10a fiaP08‘  free, at the following rates, prepaid .-O n e  year,

' oa> 1 half year, 5s. 3d .; three months, 2b. 8a.

Mr. Foote opens the Glasgow Branch’s winter lecturing 
season to-day (Oct. 3) with two lectures (at 12 noon and 
6.30 p.m.) in the Secular Hall, Brunswick-street, opposite 
the municipal law buildings. His subjects are both new to 
Glasgow audiences, and should gratify in particular those 
who come in to hear Mr. Foote from the surrounding district.

Mr. Foote’s fourth and last Shakespearean lecture at St. 
James’s Hall on Sunday evening drew considerably the 
largest audience of the whole course. It was followed with 
the same close attention that was given to the previous 
lectures and was enthusiastically applauded. Mr. F. A. 
Davies, who acted as chairman, said that those who had 
attended the other lectures, as he had, would all be sorry 
that Mr. Foote was leaving the subject, at least for the 
present; a sentiment which was endorsed by a good many 
people in the meeting. Several questions were asked and 
answered after the lecture, and a critic spoke for ten 
minutes. He was heard with a courtesy which he gratefully 
acknowledged.

Mr. C. Cohen occupies the St. James’s Hall platform this 
evening (Oct. 3). As he is not quite as well-known to the 
outside public as Mr. Foote is, there is all the more reason 
why the London Freethinkers should make a point of 
attending his lecture. They should do this, first, for Mr. 
Cohen’s sake; that is, they should secure a good audience 
for one who has long and very ably represented their cause 
with pen and tongue; and, next, because the expenses of 
these meetings are naturally great, and whatever loss there 
is will make a draft on the Secular movement’s working 
fund— which is not supported by Carnegies and Rockefellers. 
We are not, of course, asking Freethinkers to rally round 
Mr. Cohen as an act of charity; far from i t ; he is sure to 
give them ample value for their expenditure. And the same 
may be said of Mr. J. T. Lloyd, who follows him on Oct. 10.

Mr. J. T. Lloyd opens the Manchester Branch’s new 
lecture season to-day at the Secular Hall, Rusholme-road. 
The two meetings are afternoon (3) and evening (6 30). Wo 
hope to hear of the large audiences and warm welcome 
which Mr. Lloyd deserves.

Mr. Foote’s recent article on “ Hunting Skunks”  has been 
reproduced as a leaflet by the N. S. S. secretary, Miss E, M. 
Vance, who has found it very effective at Parliament Hill 
Fields. There is a fine supply of the baser sort of Chris­
tians there on Sundays, and the tract makes them squirm, 
besides opening the eyes of some of their auditors. Copies 
for distribution can be had of Miss Vance at 2 Newcastle- 
street, E.C. ____

Mrs. Sue M, Farrell, Mrs. Ingersoll’s sister, writes to us 
from New York: “ My Dear Mr. Foote,— A thousand thanks, 
from the entire Ingersoll family, for your splendid article on 
Vivisection. We heartily endorse every word of it, and are 
confident that it will do a world of good. We speak of you 
often, and are always grateful for your kind and eloquent 
words regarding the dear Colonel. With kindest greetings 
from all, I am very sincerely— Sue M. Farrell.” We are 
delighted to receive this letter from what to us will always 
be the first family in America.

Mr. M. M. Mangasarian, of Chicago, when in London this 
summer interviewed several notables, and amongst them Mr. 
G. Bernard Shaw. “ I have heard,”  Mr. Mangasarian said 
to him, “  that you have returned to the Church and have 
become a convert to the beliefs you once criticised so effec­
tively. “  No,”  Mr. Shaw replied quickly, “  there has been 
no return to any worn-out dogmas. I am an Atheist so far 
as the orthodox idea of God is concerned, but I am not a 
Materialist.” “  Do you believe,”  Mr. Mangasarian asked, 
“ there is in man a soul or spirit soparate from the body ?” 
Mr. Shaw replied, “  I do not.”  We take this from Mr. 
Mangasarian’s report in the New York Truthseeker.

“  It seoms a pity,”  a Nottingham correspondent writes, 
11 that your publication is not brought more before the public, 
like other weeklies. It is only a few weeks since I became a 
subscriber, through a Freethinker, I suppose, sending mo a 
copy through the post. After reading it I ordered it at once 
of my newsagent. I have always disliked the 1 isms ’ though 
brought up in the church. Your paper should be read by 
all sensible people. I have some time to spare, and I shall 
devote a portion of it to introducing your paper to my 
friends.”  This letter should encourage our friends to push
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the Freethinker about. They cannot tell the good they are 
doing at the moment, but there is plenty of evidence that 
the work bears fruit in time. We have gained many fresh 
readers in this way. Our circulation might be increased by 
fifty per cent., if not doubled, in twelve months if every one 
of its present readers would make an effort to get more 
We beg them to try. They can help us in this way at 
very small cost in time and money. Introducing the paper 
to their friends and acquaintances, or to persons they meet 
in the intercourses of business and pleasure, is a form of 
advertising which they can easily do—and it is the very 
best form of advertising. They might also send us the 
names and addresses of persons who might become sub 
scribers if they only had an opportunity of reading the 
Freethinker for a few weeks. We will gladly send six con 
secutive weekly issues to such persons, gratuitously and 
post-free.

A Southport correspondent writes u s :—
“  One can get your paper from Smith’s bookstalls by order 

ing it. As no doubt you are aware, this is because it is not 
returnable if unsold. If the paper was exhibited on the 
stalls I am sure your sales would go up. I myself became a 
reader through picking up a chance copy. I subsequently 
had difficulty in obtaining it except by ordering it. Catch 
trade would make a big difference to your sales and bring 
more regular subscribers. Cannot you make unsold copies 
returnable, as most journals d o?”

As a matter of fact, we have always supplied the Freethinker 
on sale or return. We supply Messrs. Smith <1 Son, like 
every other trade house, on those terms now. If any reader 
of this journal hears that hoary legend from the mouth of 
any newsvendor again, we beg him (or her) to tell the said 
newsvendor, whoever he is, that it is absolutely untrue. It 
never was true, it isn’t true now, and it never will be true 
With regard to Messrs. Smith & Son, in particular, we have 
to say that they are more liberal than they used to be 
They used to boycott the Freethinker altogether, but during 
the last two or three years they have been selling it (under 
certain restrictions, however), and their order has gone up 
steadily all the time. We aro not without hope that they 
will treat us quite fairly before long. We agree with our 
Southport correspondent thoroughly. If this journal were 
treated like any other periodical, in a purely business way, 
its circulation would soon double or treble. We want no 
favor ; we only want fair play.

“  It is now close on two years,” a Blantyre correspondent 
writes, “  that my conversion, or, as Christians would pro 
bably term it, perversion, came about. It was whilo working 
at my trade. We discussed various subjects in the meal 
hours, and sometimes in the working hours. The man I 
discussed with was a Freethinker and I was a Christian 
consequently the general topic was religion. When I first 
learnt he was a Freethinker I made up my mind to evade 
him as much as possible, as I was always taught that un­
believers would blasphemo, lie, steal, kill, and do everything 
contrary to the divine command. Fortunately, however, I 
decided to test the truth of my teaching, and I found with 
delight that it was not true of this Freethinker. I found 
him a bright, intellectual, and genial fellow, who would hurt 
nobody. In a week I was what I am to-day and shall 
remain to the end. I purchase the Freethinker on Saturday, 
and road it on Sunday instead of going to church. It is an 
admirable substitute, and the best twopennyworth purchas­
able.”  The writer says he is bringing in some of his friends 
to hear Mr. Foote at Glasgow, and has promised them 
“  something they never heard before.”  They aro likely to 
hear that, anyhow.

Mr. F. Bonto’s spirited versos, entitled Thaumaturgies, 
which appeared in our columns lately, have been revised and 
added to, and aro being published in the form of an eight- 
page tract for free distribution. The full title is Thauma­
turgies : or Wonders Ancient and Modern. Copies will he 
sont free to N. S. S. Branches that will see to their judicious 
distribution. Individual members or friends can also havo a 
supply, for the same purpose, by applying to our shop 
manager, Mr. W. A. Vaughan, at 2 Nowcastlo-streot, 
London, E.C.

Mr. Dent, tho publisher, states that ho has sold 5,000,000 
Beparato volumes of his “  Everyman’s Library.”  He declares 
that "the  pooplo aro roadiug,and reading as they havo never 
read before.”  In spito of tho fact that so many editions of 
Shakespearo are issued by various publishers, 50,000 copies 
of tho poet havo been sold in the “  Everyman's Library.” 
Wo are glad to hear it.

Thoro will bo a Couferonco next Sunday morning (Oct. 10) 
at 11 o'clock at l ’ugsloy's Restaurant, Curdill street, Aber-

dare, to consider the general question of Freethougkt Pr°F 
ganda in South Wales. Visitors from outside places 
invited to send their names to Mr. J. L. William8' 
Cardiff-road, Aberaman. In the afternoon and eve ^ 
lectures will be delivered by Mr. Percy Ward, of Liverp 
It will be his first visit to the district.

Lord Coleridge, who took the Indian Sociologist caS® ® 
the Old Bailey, sentenced young Guy Aldred to 
months’ imprisonment. We do not propose to disco38 
case or the sentence. It is off our beat. What we desi ^  
note is the fact that Lord Coleridge ordered Aldred 
imprisoned as a first-class misdemeanant. This is a 8 ‘  on 
the right direction, and wo congratulate Lord Coleri^e , 
taking it. Press offences, in nearly every civilised co 
are treated as differing in character from ordinary ®r 
Deprivation of liberty may be deemed necessary, °atrnjaed 
brutal to inflict indignities as well. This will be reC°  ̂ ^ er 
eventually in the case of all propagandist offences, w 
written or speken.

A Daily Chronicle article on Sir Herbert Tree s e<̂ ° _ eI] 
M. Brieux’s play, Englished as False Gods, from ^ ^  
of Mr. Grahame Ballantyne, must have made som0j3;DiBelf 
readers of that paper squirm. Sir Herbert Tree 
plays the part of tho High Priest, who is described a

“ the very incarnation of ecclesiastical BrastiaiG^^j.j,e 
official upholder of a natural religion which he by tb?

of
vixiviuu «J juuiuui Ui oj n a o u im  i
light of a moral police force— ¡impossible of credence 01 
enlightened, of all necessity for the keeping in subjection  ̂
a down-trodden populace. A Gallio, this High Plie3f ’Z 3e 
at heart does not oven pretend to care for any „ 
things. A  type of the eternal priesthood the world over- ^

Which is not very flattering to the priesthood. M ow»«* 
is a plain admission that the people have always been b 
bhgged in the matter of religion,

M. Brieux, the French author of the original tvJie 
uas present at the final rehearsal which Mr. Pa a 
reports, is described in an interesting manner :—■

“ An interesting figure this M. Brieux, rather tall. .
shouldered, and thick-set, with curly brown hair,-  J■ ___a , ani«“
=uOuMeredtrandnf)5 gi re tthis. Erieux, rather tan. "‘¿ t  
moustache ’fn • 1 IICk-set, with curly brown hair, a ¡¡t
wonderful vitalrtv T V  weI1'out mouth : V ’ symP9' thetic qnnnt hashing here and there, eager, )
- .  . .’J P.0nt“ eou,8. and with the eyes of the seen A‘ ‘^„„„thriH inc* Lourdes seeconci usion of the almost painfully thrilling L°

,1 he r,n„vrl„a n.s every lana a
■very re-

otA

•tf00a

lig ionh fsghad as every ianu ~~ , rBto0a,
as we all undfir ^ T1 00n^nue to have, and it unde 
tion and v ‘.“ “r  t0'dtty’ tho wonderful power c
disease-he in the b,lman frametwinkle of 1-in n , to one standing by and said, 
crutches at r *  lumor in his eye: ’ I  saw a great 
leg; it won hi <?urde?’ but 1 would rather have seen one 

M JBrienv been 80 much more convincing- . B to

Herbert 8n e ' «  '0St-play is an outcome °f. his brethren m> ,i Gr,s ' lrst Principles, is not, like many 
Perhaps some^f V°ntinent’ 11 Socialist in the o r d i n » ^• • - ewliat anarchistic sense of the word; be■ ■«-- doctrine oi aate “j i u i i i a p o  o u i n c v v i K i u  u . u t u o m o v . w  »->«--------(JOCW"****'

a social reformer who regards the French „ety p1 
munism or Collectivism as a return to s |or ¡jui
simple. Politically and religiously he wo trUth ^$0$
and his play is meant to convoy the Sr . tio0 of a tl>j 
sacrifice should be directed to the an pivin®,. se»#!'
Buffering, and not to the propitiation ’ not 1 jjjd1'
Satni’s message is ‘ la souffrance humaine, , n0j tb® 
bilitb des dieux.’ Immortality is for the 
vidual.”  ntbing

for the

M. Brieux is evidently a Humanist, with some 
Meredith aud something of Bernard Shaw.

of G°°]

m e < 5 > íMay wo ask Mr r> ,,that False G ,  • uallatityae what he mi»“ - - ,
forth Egypt afl p  ̂ Mis Majesty's “ gorgeously P . 
eh'ldren 0f j.sr , abouf the period of the exodus' fy
really knows ¡¡on Wllai Peri°d was ib!it i  ws froP>
h'ypt. They n lbJD8 °f  tho oxodus ol th° fZH w** 
,iJj0 atone recnrJt Woro in Egypt, if we are to P  fas,
‘ucludiug the car , * ^  Mio °arfy “ history " °f b °  Careor of Moses, is purely legendary.

t of ^
Wo aro clearing out a considerable r0 ro0^  to c'„, 

from our publishing offico, as wo wa « er 0f "f1 f 
publications. Wo mako the following aU ac fo® 
readers for distribution on their p a ^  vamph[e n0e sb‘ ê

lá<Í

fitvuu'*1 ’ ’  V VVIil n c u u  « liu m  I' — . .  va it1"  -re*-"
lugersoll, and other writers, to the fa ■ sortod Pa jf 
for one penny. That is to say, aD ot tw®1’ 
shillings’ wortli will bo sent for s*xPcllbu' paM l°_
wortli for a shilling. The carriago to h° hjrcepen®0 ¡Jl 
sout by post or rail, will bo at tho ât°ixp0nny P®*, 
sixpence remitted in payment. A 8 . gi.xpcB
will cost throoponco, aud a shilling Pa 
take that figure at a venture.
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The Narratives in Genesis.—XIII.

T h e  D i v e r s it y  o f  L a n g u a g e s .

(Continued from p. 619.)
“ y last paper dealing with the veracious “  history ” 

corded in Genesis, I omitted to notice adequately 
ha6 St0ry “ confusion of tongues.” As we
an'® alr0ady seen, according to the Bible narrative 
ca • different languages spoken upon the earth 
th* e lnf° existence upon one and the same day— 

a on which the god Yahveh “ confounded” the 
ace 1̂168 builders of the city of Babylon. This
he ,°f the origin of languages, it need scarcely 
jp s,aid> is not in agreement with facts derived from 
too °r  ̂?nd comParative Philology. From the latter 
g  re rehable sources we learn that from the earliest 
hay68. ow.n f°  as down to the present, new languages 
cenFE’nvariably been of gradual and almost imper- 
sodd 6 development, and that such an event as the 
Onk 6n Creation a uumber of new and hitherto 
Culon- n  dialects could be nothing less than mira-

In considering this subject, the first point that 
haFf n?^ed is that different tribes who have in- 
abl .diff0r0°fc parts of the earth for a consider- 

Peri°d, and have had during that time no dealings 
nat °iaCk ° ^ er> 8av0 perhaps to wage war, would 
diff ra y be exP0cted to express themselves by 
diff8r°n  ̂combinations of sounds joined together in 
to h Ways > and as a matter of fact we find such
a3 ^  oa8e. In the island of Borneo, for instance,
Oea i as *n ^bo case of the Indian tribes of Amerioa, 
rUff y every separate tribe was found to have a 

erent language.
p0 e next point to be noticed is that when some 
aQ(j e,rftd tribe or people subjugated several others 
iQte 'r?u^bt them under one sway, in which the 
the GŜ a ^be conquered tribes became centred i 
the cotralising power, the new generations of 
the I ’bntary peoples learnt to speak the language of 
hue d°minant state, and discarded their own. We 
pr W’ f°r instance, that the ancient peoples of 
c°unf °-’ Portugal, Italy, Wallachia, and other
pow ri88’ a^ er being subjugated by the Roman 
0Sc®r’ save up the Gaulish, Cantabrian, Etruscan, 
pr e '.n’ Umbrian, and other tongues which they had 
tna l0Q®iy spoken, and in time (a.d. 400) the great

8 °f the inflnontiia.l nla.HRfis in f.hnBO nnnntrioa
totQ;ngue.

the influential classes in those countries 
use the Latin language as their mother

last ^ rd point to be noted is the converse of the 
°f ’t£ amely, that when on the decay or withdrawal 
pe0Dj 6 centralising power, the various tribes or 
lang08 Were left in anarohioal independence, new 
c°tun1il ês bave sprung up, or were formed, from the 
thia j 0Q 9̂nSue previously spoken. An example of 
the p aSam furnished by the Roman power. After 
etQpir arbaric irruption and the fall of that great 
rat{jr e’ n° I088 than six distinct languages and lite- 

j^Qe8 "Were derived from the disintegrated Latin. 
Wag JJ0 °f the changes of dialects here referred to 
Saner \e.oted io a day, nor in a year, nor even in a 
anq atl°n : the change has in every case been slow 
fact l raduab but none the less sure. To make this 
tiaVen fectly clear tbe plan usually adopted is to 
t° „ ba°k through the ages as far as it is possible 

If *a.,?d note the result.
the pr°*mwing this method, we were to start from 
80o i! e8ent, and trace back the stream of time for 
UeQrnar8 A-D- H 00), we should find all over
ton6uerk. Norway, Sweden, and Iceland, one uniform 
^Qse 8i)okep by all classes. To-day, there are in 
°r*ginnlcuntries three languages: in Iceland, the 
and hfQ Janguage without much change; in Denmark 
?PGakir,rV̂ ay’ an°tber ; in Sweden, another. A person 
lbter 8 °nly one of these languages now needs an 

If Gr t°r the other two. 
shoulf  .baok another 200 years (i.e., to a .d . 900), 

UQrtuan d bnd that in England, in Holland and Lower 
8° mnucl/’ and *n Upper Germany, the languages had 

rosomblanoe that they amounted at least to

a mutual intelligibility. The great mass of words in 
the languages spoken in those districts was then 
essentially the same, and the structure of the 
grammar was nearly so. In those times, a person 
knowing only the language of his own country might 
make himself understood in each of the others. To­
day, there are three totally distinct languages in 
those countries—English, Dutch, and German—the 
first having ohanged most, and the last least. A 
person speaking only one of these languages must 
now learn the other two with grammar and dic­
tionary.

If we go back another 500 years (i.e., to A.D. 400) 
we find throughout Portugal, Spain, France, Italy, 
etc., as already remarked, the people speaking the 
Latin language. There was, moreover, so little 
difference between the language of one district and 
another, that it is now found impossible to determine 
in which of the countries named a Latin book of 
that period was written. To-day, we have the Por­
tuguese, Spanish, French, Italian, and other tongues, 
which though all derived from the Latin, are totally 
different languages, and quite distinot from each 
other.

The comparatively recent science of Philology has 
compared nearly all the European and Asiatic lan­
guages, which have been classified substantially as 
follows:—

I. The Semitic family of languages, comprising the 
ancient Hebrew, the Phoenician, the Assyrian and 
Babylonian, the Aramaic, the Arabic, and some of 
the Abyssinian dialects. A peculiarity of this family 
is its “  triliteral roots ”—that is to say, “  three un­
changing consonants "—the derived forms of which 
are expressed by vowel-change.

II. The Indo Germanic or Aryan family of languages, 
comprising the Sanskrit, the Hindustanee, the Arme­
nian, the Greek, the Albanian, the Italic (including 
Latin, and the Umbrian and Oscan dialects), the 
Celtio, the Teutonic or Germanic, and the Slavonio. 
From the Italio are descended, as we have seen, the 
modern Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, French, Walla- 
chian, and some others. The Celtio includes the 
ancient dialect of Gaul, the Welsh, the Erse of Ire­
land, the Gaelic of the Highlands of Scotland, and 
the Manx. The Teutonic comprises the Gothic, the 
Scandinavian (in Iceland, Norway, Denmark, and 
Sweden), the Anglo-Saxon, the Dutch, and the 
dialects of North, South, and Middle Germany. To 
the Slavonic belong the Bohemian, the Polish, the 
Old Bulgarian, the Russian, and several other' 
dialeots. All these Aryan languages can be shown 
to be related, and to have been derived from a 
common ancestral tongue—which has been called 
the Aryan. That there was such a parent language 
is certain, but how far back in the mists of the past 
we should have to go to find it, it is impossible to 
say. There was also, no doubt, a common ancestral 
language whence the Semitic families wore derived; 
but this, like the Aryan, must have been in pre­
historic times. The most ancient Semitic race 
known to us are the Babylonians; but these had 
dispossessed a much older and more civilised race— 
the Akkadians, whose language was neither Semitio 
nor Aryan.

III. Languages which show no signs of inflection, 
as the Chinese, the Tibetan, and others (the Akka­
dian, for instance) to which the name Turanian has 
been given. The Chinese tongue—which is spoken 
by a people numbering more than the whole popula­
tion of Europe—is monosyllabic and without an 
alphabet, the words or sounds being represented by 
thousands of distinot symbols.

All the native languages of North, South, and 
Central America appear to be generally ignored, 
possibly because they have not been so much studied; 
but, like the Aryan and Semitio families, they have 
been found to be closely related to each other, and 
were, no doubt, derived from a more primitive 
common language. One thing, however, is certain : 
they have no relationship to any of the Aryan or 
Somitic languages, and could not therefore have been 
derived from either of those sources.
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All progress in the study of languages has for a 
long time heen retarded by the belief that the 
common ancestral tongue of mankind was the 
Hebrew, from which it was said all other languages 
were derived. This erroneous idea was taken from 
the Old Testament, in which it is clearly implied or 
indirectly stated that Hebrew was the first language 
spoken on the earth. This can easily be shown. 
Let us suppose, for the moment, that in the earliest 
times in the world’s history only one language was 
spoken upon the globe, and that we found the follow­
ing names borne respectively by twelve different men 
of that period: “ Vanity ”—“ Man ”—“ Height”— 
“  Artificer ” —“ Completion ” —“ Black ”—“ Wild Ass ” 
—“  Extension ”—“ Descent ” —“ Division ” —“ Placed ” 
—“ Fishing.” Let us also suppose that the following 
names were borne by four women of that tim e: 
“  Ornament ” —“ Life ”—“ Pleasant ”—“ Shadow.” 
We should scarcely need a divine revelation to tell 
us that the language spoken by the parents of these 
men and women—and, by inference, by the men and 
women themselves—was English.

Now, we find the names of the hypothetical per­
sons that bear the appellations just named written, 
not in English, hut in Hebrew. They are (in the 
order named): Abel, Adam, Aram, Cain, Gomer, 
Ham, Irad, Japhet, Jared, Peleg, Seth, and Zidon : 
also Adah, Eve, Naamah, and Zillah. These names 
have all heen selected from the narratives in Genesis 
which 'precede the story of the “ Confusion of tongues 
whence it follows that the original language, accord­
ing to the Bible, was Hebrew, and also that all other 
languages were derived from this Semitic tongue, and 
came into existence upon the same day.

These Bible statements, it is scarcely necessary to 
say, are not in harmony with facts. It is simply im­
possible to seriously imagine that the Aryan family 
of languages—not to mention all the Turanian 
dialects—could have sprung from the Hebrew or 
from any Semitio tongue. Many things may be 
deemed possible, but not th is: the dissimilarity 
from every point of view is too great. And, after 
all, we have but the hare word of an ancient Hebrew 
writer who knew nothing of the origin of languages 
to support the Bible account. The writer’s state­
ment that all new dialects sprang into existence 
simultaneously is but another proof that he had no 
knowledge of the long and imperceptible process by 
which diversity of tongues came into use.

Ab r a c a d a b r a .
(To be continued.)

THE ARGUMENT FOR MARTYRDOM.
Another argument for tho “  supremacy ” of the Bible is 

based upon the history of Christian martyrdoms. Dr. Farrar 
gives several instances of Christians, old and young, rich and 
poor, high-placed and humble, who have died for their faith, 
and entered “  tho dark river and its still waters with a smile 
upon their faces.” Ho attributes their fortitude to trust in 
tho promises of tho Biblo. But he does not tell us how it 
proves tho truth of tho Biblo eithor as history or as revolu­
tion. Millions of Jews havo died at tho hands of Christian 
bigots, and their heroism amidst torturo and massacre has 
never been exceeded in human annals. Does this provo that 
tho Now Testamont is not a revelation, and that Jesus Christ 
was not Ood. Men of other faiths havo faced death with 
sublime courago. Mohammedans aro notoriously ready to 
die for their religion. Tho Mohammedan dervishes in tho 
Soudan nover quailod boforo tho most.murderous storm of 
sholl and bullets; thoy fell in thousands at Omdurman, and 
tho Kalifa’s Btandard-boarcr, when all around him wore 
slain, stood upright under tho holy flag, with a smilo of 
defiance on his face, which nover left it until ho sank shot- 
riddled upon tho heap of his dead comrades. Docs this 
provo that tho Koran is tho Word of Ood ?

Tho orthodox argument scorns to bo this. If a Christian 
dies for tho Biblo, that proves it to bo a divino book ; if a 
dovoteo of any other faith dios for his Sacred Scriptures, 
that proves nothing— unless it bo tho obstinacy of wrong 
opinions.— 0 . W. Foote, “  The Book o f  G od "

Correspondence.

THE GOOD OF RELIGION.
TO TIIE EDITOE OF “  THE FREETHINKEE.”

“  Love looks not with the eyes, but with tho mind,
And therefore is wing’d Cupid painted blind.”

Sir ,— Hero in this little out-of-the-way place the * 
thinker has followed mo up. Unfortunately I missed 
interesting article by Mr. Cohen, mentioned by 11 .  ̂
Sandy ”  in No. 38, and have no books to quote scrip ^  
from ; but tho mere fact that the Freethinker follows 
about should satisfy even the most scrupulous that 
signature is above suspicion. m ,-seS

To begin wiih, I scarcely think that “ Simple Sandy' (eaat]y 
that he has laced to his eager feet tho sandals of  ̂
Christian revolt, that his words aro those of St._Fa_u ’ jqV0 
his religion— I cannot call it otherwise (for bo is *“ ^
with his own particular line of thought)— is not only'«  ^  
St. Paul, but of Torquemada himself; a religion  ̂ roC|ty 
accept no quarter or give any,— and oven in this r 
there is grandeur. _ radio?'

Religion is false, so ho writes ; to be religions is deg 
insulting, foolish, injurious, immoral. Ah, my god-
cat is out of the bag, and our friend is a Puritan agi 
Praiso-Barebones, a Nathaniel Do-Good—who, looking ^  ¡“jj 
one pair of spectacles, pronounces all around him to nJl0tst> 
or green according to the color of the glass. He ca 
that what is immoral here is not immoral them, ffbat 
English morality is not Japanese morality! that 
you might get a life-sentence in England you worn ntle- 
do in Afghanistan if you wished to be considered a 
man. Even murder is not a crimo everywhere an 
is religion. . w;tb,i0

Atheist though I am, I foel that to be in Ipv̂  .g j0 bs 
burn, flame, and glow with a genius for anyth'D^ , jjaCh, 
religious. The artist hack, the musician hack, the, BUclcll>>̂
is no better than tho Christian, M oh a m m ed a n aDd Atheist̂10 J-iU UCUUU. UL1I.VU UUU VIUJBliUtU, lu u u au jiu v  #

hacks; neither are the Rationalistic, Agnostic, ^__o0Ziuan̂ s 
hacks. Hacks aro tho samo all tho world over aU3fl he '.3 
every one of them. But tho artist who paints c r0uiove“ 
exaltod by tho glory of color and boauty is _uot, ‘ ready 
from the Christian inflamed with tho Christ-i ’ jaBy 0 
livo or dio for his ideal, or from tho Hindu in ° . ¿g| it® 
Shiva. Such aro tho Boracs, the 11 divine jjtt
soar above tho mists of mediocrity and reveal .j ¡9 fl0 
“  heaven ”  wo aro evor likely to see on earth , 
for mo to find fault with them, Athoist thong g0 joDg 

Enthusiasm is a great and glorious master, a1 eters
Enthusiasm livos in a Cause great and noblo ry "aaS ’ 
bo born, for thero is an heroic ago •“  jurn 
and curious to relato, as history at ev cry „ ,  
us, it does not matter much what the fulcrum> ar0 jn >»•
tho lover of Enthusiasm works, so long a8 love, 
with i t ; and that it is only when E n th u s ia s m ^ ^  (,<p 
the Seeking for tho Unobtainable Ideal, tho ¡gtianjW 
dies—that a causo becomes ignoble ' 10 
become. But becauso many in this
now falling, it does not necessarily follow to mu1*' 0t
religion invariably fell, or will fall; it 18 l‘n our P „r i
tho dead, and it docs not follow becausei y,at n°
tho battlo-field Is covered with rotting corp corrupt'011 
hero stood boforo us, and that religion reli*
always tho order of tho day. ^  every 0

Every young religion has done soroo g 0n> . s0es9
gion has done somo harm, is worth turn « . cou8C1 j

To my humble mind roligion is th0 1 t0 say * -g ¡do® 
of God on tho part of an Athoist. 1 8 ,-a9tnes8 >p -.a fa1?' 
trnlv relioious man sees such an Iuhni it lS,_,njt1

th is  particular
‘  follow t h a t f ^ V

trnly roligious man sees such  au flnts ; „me il
that to him it is boyond his finito a t t a i , j on ; to p 
Unobtainable, boyond all word ° r 008 . ¡j be, ke 1 
a blasphemy ; but that, nameless tliou„ 
conscious of it with his mind. ,uvstical °.D<

This position of mine may be uot e is
Mysticism that knows thoro is No-1 ¡¡novi* 1

Ho-

if removed at all, from tho A thoism  
God. f

circlo of nPLifo is but a littlo circlo oi i W ¿„nri”
failures and, scomingly, groat 8“ c0 . 0 grau<3° u|
.4  m ________. 1 _______ XT „ ' T h i n « .  V O t  1  ‘ 0 U ‘  „ „ a f S  “  le

tb‘8
andWba‘ i9,-rtbap

l0‘ J
it ? To mo thero is No-Thing, J 0t * I6* ?
allowed, may I say, to wander pjoro . ¡oD, Q° 
wondorful and glorious world ; am ,.x0(j  reUfe 0 \e gl 
wondor tho moro I feel thoro is 11 i¡vc. &
morality, but lovo, joy, and tho a fflVv f O ®
thought, a littlo moro «“ B igh t, ai y 0 ur ^  S c,n,
colored spcctaclos (why not loo .¡ciadb O' gt. I
placo of rolying on tlio aid ° f ‘  “puking wit , fe ” ‘u 
Sandy ”  might bo n groat man, ntb°t8
Paino, Renan, or Bradlangb. . by a? o p oI)C

Hermia’a •• O hell! to choose > c b  
a fitting ending to this ovor-lon0
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thefor -T0rds f’ er temporary rival— so let it be with all of us; 
belie We Wou*d °nly abandon other people’s moral eyesight I 
otbeVe We sb °uld all see straight, and not squint at each 

r as We are> apparently, so liable to do. A t h e is t . 

Gfabow, Mecklenburg, Germany.

A CHRISTIAN SCIENTIST.
TO THE EDITOR OF “  THE FREETHINKER.”

reader of yours has sent me a copy of the paper 
gta , ’cn> nnder the heading of “ Acid Drops,”  is a para- 
bad b devo*ed to a notice of an unfortunate gentleman who 
state u°Un^ wandering while of unsound mind, and was 
fullv m • a Kristian Scientist on apparently the delight- 
ture Su™°ien* grounds that some Christian Science litera- 
hiark^ 8 i0UDd *n bis house. The paragraph is carefully 
send 6d -W*̂ b blue pencil, from which I gather that the 
6viden 61*ber hopes that I shall be crushed by the weight of 
thirst"06 ^ a*i Christian Science produces insanity, or is 
weicolnH learn my opinion on the subject. He is quite 
Will .q1110 "° t'be latter, though whether he ever gets it or not 

j  entirely on you!
B°t ex ° h -Sa^’ then, that the possession of literature was 
d0ctri'acd y irrefutable evidence that you have accepted the 
r6fet nes contained in it. I gather from your continued 
Christ"068 *°. *be subject that a considerable amount of 
have lan ®.cience literature must, at one time or another, 
Woui;iCOrne *“ to your hands, but I do not imagine that this 
Scient' <jons*‘iiute much proof that you were a Christian 
of ¡n . •. Here am I, at the present moment, in possession 

evidenoe in ibe shape of a copy of the 
Waa As a matter of fact, the gentleman in question
the Cl°- a.Christian Scientist, and had no connection with 

riSt*an Scienoe movement. Febdbeick Dixon.

the tnov^ ^ 011 boows his business well as advertiser-in-chief of 
bo»ev eirient be officially represents. His ingenious cobwebs, 
Wa3 not ’ are blown to the winds by the simple statement that it 
but the !fe-.wb° “  stated ”  that the man was a Christian Scientist, 
stands , Wltnesses at the inquest. Fortunately our paragraph uas to prove this.—E ditor J

t h e  p o w e r  of t h e  cross .
^  T o THE EDITOR OF “  THE FREETHINKER.”

the * C R-e ^°nr "  Hrop ” of last week on the power of 
the piaSS ln connection with The Proud Prince. I have seen 

and I saw the cross most effectively used as a 
^ T u v ° L ? £ ence-. A man is knocked down and killed, in 
ftotn tj one blow, by means of a cross taken straight
a ^ean 6 a *‘ar’ The paralysing effect of the blow from such 
hor mo°11TWaS aPParent to all, for the actor neither spoke 
¡s noth" a§a*n‘ However, it may be observed that there 
^gresg-11̂  Particularly novel in the use of the cross as an 
to be f. m6 Weapon of offence ; but its crushing effect seemed 
as roun<ji^ aPPreciated by the audience, for the stroke was 

By y applauded as any incident in the play, 
by the R Way- have you seen the Life of Father Ignatius, 
c°ntain8 aroness Jo Bertouch, published by Methuen ? It 
êbate very questionable matter re the “  Bradlaugh ”

altoTLn6 Hal1 of Science —pages 461-574—that may be 
8 ther unworthy of your attention. . „J J A. Hopkins.

Sir,-

FREETHOUGHT IN HUNGARY.
TO THE EDITOR OF “  THE FREETHINKER.”

PaPer’l '^ n ’’.b*8 week’s (Sept. 26) issue of your delightful 
Christi 866 *n y °ur “  Acid Drops ”  on the authority of the 
V i a C  9oninionwealth the assertion that there are 130,000 
K leists8 *t Hungary- and that these are at the same time 
• s got t) * do not know where the Christian Commonwealth 
r  bighi110 bguro from, but I venture to say that this figure
Huno- y exa2eeratfid PrnfpHaino Socialists are fewer inD UQgarv j,r~“ 6Soraiea. Professing Socialists are fewer in 
"nt whh q U.in. any other European country in comparison, 
t 3 a a0rt socialism is looked upon by Hungarian thinkers 
tQbowetg p  German dry-as-dust idea and finds but few 
q you ^j’jj Rethought is making rapid strides indeed. 
v°cialistg i be interested to know that in Hungary not only 
Kossuth tt°aS* °* being Freethinkers, even men like Francis 
jbo tQajor't .Presenb Minister of Commerce and leader of 
» Ogatofv I lu .^bo Hungarian Parliament, does not find it 
t-bhounco^i 0 bimself or hurtful to his political position to tram i____ i ___ ii .- i __ ii.- .i__lQt^^b0ught°’n .^b° housetops that he is a Freethinker. 

a 0̂° ^ ^ uPon by anybody in Hungary ; on the contrary,th,ey
is a

and Freethought lecturers are not

considered as something only fit for people who

have discarded their crutches. If in Hungary a so-called 
scientist were to try to minimise scientific results in order to 
fit them into the theory of miracles the whole Hungarian 
press would laugh him to death; even the religious papers 
would titter over it.

I  may also mention as an illustration of Hungarian pro­
gress towards Freethought that in Hungary papers in the 
position of the Times, Morning Post, or any other leading 
journal would gladly publish articles printed in your fine 
paper, such as those beautifully written articles which are a 
source of delight to your readers. On the other hand, no 
Hungarian leading paper would print (much less spend on 
getting it cabled over from New York) whether Mrs. Eddy 
has or has not added something to Christian Science. May 
I add that the Salvation Army could not possibly take root 
in Hungary ? The first public appearance would be sufficient 
to create genuine mirth over the “ Blood and Fire ” idea.

M. S t e in b e r g e r .

JAMES MILL ON RELIGION.
My father’s rejection of all that is called religious belief 

was not, as many might suppose, primarily a matter of logic 
intellectual. He found it impossible to believe that a world 
so full of evil was the work of an Author combining infinite 
power with perfect goodness and righteousness. His intellect 
spurned the subtleties by which men attempt to blind them­
selves to this open contradiction. The Sabcean, or Mani- 
cboean theory of a Good and an Evil Principle, struggling 
against each other for the government of the universe, he 
would not have equally condemned; and I have heard him 
express surprise that no one revived it in our time. He 
would have regarded it as a mere hypothesis ; but he would 
have ascribed to it no depraving influence. As it was, his 
aversion to religion, in the sense usually attached to the 
term, was of the same kind with that of Lucretius: he re­
garded it with the feelings due not to a mere mental delusion, 
but to a great moral evil. He looked upon it as the greatest 
enemy of morality : first, by setting up fictitious excellences 
— belief in creeds, devotional feelings, and ceremonies, not 
connected with the good of human kind—and causing these 
to be accepted as substitutes for genuine virtues : but above 
all, by radically vitiating the standard of morals; making it 
consist in doing the will of a being, on whom it lavishes 
indeed all the phrases of adulation, but whom in sober truth 
it depicts as eminently hateful. I have a hundred times 
heard him say, that all ages and nations have represented 
their gods as wicked, in a constantly increasing progression, 
that mankind have gone on adding trait after trait till they 
reached the most perfect conception of wickedness which 
the human mind can devise, and have called this God, and 
prostrated themselves before it. This ne plus ultra of 
wickedness he considered to be embodied in what is com­
monly presented to mankind as the creed of Christianity.— 
John Stuart Mill, “ Autobiography,”  pp. 39-41.

An act is really not vicious because it is prohibited, or 
virtuous because it conforms to the dictates of authority. 
When man attains to intellectual maturity he smiles at the 
ethical trick which was played upon his youthful ignorance. 
It is not sufficient to tell him that he must do this, and must 
not do that. He requires a reason. His intelligence must 
go hand in hand with his emotions. It is this union, indeed, 
which constitutes what we call conscience.— O. W. Foote, 
“  The Booh o f  God.”  _________

UNINTELLIGIBLE PRAYERS.
Two Irishmen were discussing the earthquake at Messina. 
“  Fwat a turrible thing it 'ud be, Pat, if we had an airth- 

quake in poor disthressed owld Oireland.”
“  Sure, we should niver have an airthquake in Oireland. 

The Oirish are such a prayin’ people.”
“  But the Oitalians are a prayin’ people too. Haven’t they 

got his Howliness the Powpe livin’ among them ? The 
Oitalians are always prayin’.”

“  Yis, begorra, but who would undherstand thim, Pat ? 
When they shtarted gibberin’ in Oitalian, how would the 
blissid saints undherstand fwat they wanted. Ye couldn’t 
till whither they were prayin’ agin an airthquake, or askin' 
for wan.”

The Boulter Fund.

Previously acknowledged, £25 4s. 6d. W. Bell, 5s.1 M. 
Morris, 4s.— N. J. Evans (Hon. Treasurer), 122 City-road, E.C.'

The Fund will close on October 5 in order that next week’s 
Freethinker may contain the final subscriptions and total amount.



688 TEE FREETHINKER October 8, 19°9

SU N D AY LECTURE NOTICES, eta.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday 
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard. 

LONDON.
INDOOR.

St . J ames’ s H all (Great Portland-street, W .): 7.30, C. 
Cohen, “  The Origin and Decay of God.”

O utdoor.
B ethnal G reen B ranch N. S. S. (Victoria Park, near the 

Fountain) : 3.15, W. J. Ramsey, “  Is it Safe to Believe?”  
Camberwell B ranch N. S. S. (Brockwell Park): 3.15, a 

Lecture.
K ingsland B ranch N.S S. (Ridley-road) • 11.30, F. A. Davies, 

“ Jesus at the Trade Union Congress.”
W est H am B ranch N. S. S. (Outside Maryland Point Station, 

Stratford): 7, E. C. Saphin, a Lecture.
W ood G reen B ranch N. S. S. (Seven Sisters’ Corner) : 11.30, 

W. J. Ramsey, “ Is it Safe to Believe ?”
COUNTRY.

I ndoor.
B irmingham B ranch N. S. S. (Coffee House, Bull Ring) . 

Thursday, Oct. 7, at 8, F. C. Berkeley, “ The Budget Proposals 
of Thomas Paine.”

G lasgow (Secular Hall, 110 Brunswick-street): G. W. Foote, 
12 (noon), “  The Moral Failure of Christianity 6.30, “  Shakes­
peare’s Philosophy of Life—in Hamlet, etc.”

L iverpool B ranch N. S. S. (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): 
7, H. Percy Ward, “  How Will the World End?”

M anchester B ranch N. S. S. (Secular Hall, Rusholme-road. 
All Saints): J. T. Lloyd, 3, “  Freethought Five Centuries B.C. 
and Now 6.30, “ New Light on Materialism." Tea at 5. 

O utdoor.
N ottingham (Great Market-place): 7.30, R.

Origin and Growth of the Christian Religion.”

BUSINESS CARDS.
Short advertisements are inserted under this heading at the r 
of 2s. per half inch and 3s. 6d. per inch. No advertise ^ 
under this heading can be les3 than 2s. or extend beyon 

inch. Special terms for several continuous insertions.

Hanson, “  The

DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH
BY

G. W. FOOTE,
Being a Three Hours’ Address to the Jury before the Lord 

Chief Justice of England, in answer to an Indictment 
for Blasphemy, on April 24, 1883.

With Special Preface and many Footnotes.
Price FOURPENCE. Post free FIYEPENCE.
T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle street, Farringdon-street E.O.

FREETHOUGHT BADGES.—The new N. S. S. Badge V&P 
is the French Freethinkers’ emblem—a single Pansy « ^  
Button shape, with strong pin. Has been the means ot e 
pleasant introductions. Price, single, 2d., postage 1 _ ’ iBl, 
or more post free. Reduction to Branches.—N .S.S. Beck 
2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.________ -*

¿6200 WORTH of High-class Tweed Remnants to î rnS 
into Trousers to Measure. Three pairs for 21s. t ô srortb- 
and self-measurement form free.— H. M. W ilson, 22 
side-terrace, Bradford.

J. W. GOTT offers Gents’ Overcoat or Mackintosh, J ^ ls . 
Long Coat or Mackintosh, all made to measure, 1° ^
each. Samples free.— Address, 28 Church-bank, 
ford.

LADIES’ DRESS SKIRTS, twenty shades, all tai‘orD“ s0>i, 
to measure, 10s. 6d. each. Write for samples.—A- 
696 Bolton-road, Bradford.

SHARE OF HOUSE offered at New Malden. Three - -  tv/0 
unfurnished, use of six others partly furnished, 
kitchens, large garden, etc., 9s. weekly inclusive. ”  ct0., W
return rail, 6d.; tram, 5d. State how many in fa®1 L 
W alter H earn, 3 Cambridge-road, New Malden, Burr y - __

PAMPHLETS by C. COHEN.

Foreign Missions their Dangers and 
Delusions ...

Full of facts and figures.
An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics —
Principles of ethics, based on the doctrine of Evolutio
Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity •• 
Christianity and Social Ethics 
Pain and Providence ...

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastlo-stroet, Farringdon ^

3d-

6d>

id-
Id-
id-

E .0-

A LIBERAL OFFER NOTHING LIKE IT-
Mill'011

s 0"
Greatest Popular Family

Insure Your

Tfie'BcsH

Away.

_ _ _  Learn to Live'dî
time. Men weaken,
”  wreck thousands— îse

fail, mothers are “ bed-ridden,” babies die. Family feu° ',.c ]f-contf0 ' ,̂ e 
even murders—All can bo avoided by solf-knowledge,  ̂ flPplylD̂  «1

Reference Book and Sexology—Almost Given 
at 3 and 4 dollars—Now Try it Yourself.

Life—You Die to W in ; Buy this Book, You
Ignorance kills—knowledge saves—bo wise in 
knowing bow to live. “  Habits that enslave ’ ’ wreck 
Fathers fail, mothers are "bed-ridden,” babies dio

divorces—even murders—All can bo avoided by nuu-»""---- -- , ftpp,
xou can discount heaven—dodge hell—here and now, by reading a® 
wisdom of this one book of 1,200 paycs, 100 illustrations, 80 lithograp

color plates, and over 250 prescriptions. ,q g
OF COURSE YOU WANT TO KNOW WHAT EVERYONE OUGQ

T he Y oung—How to choose the best to marry.
T he M arried—Hew to be happy in marriage.
T he F ond P arent— H ow to have prize babies.
T he M other— H ow to have them without PftI.n‘
T he Childless—How to be fruitful and multip y- 
T he C urious—How they “  growed ”  from goru1’they “  growed 1 ------..
T he H ealthy—How to enjoy life and keep wc 
T he I nvalid—How to braco up and keep woll. ¡¡¡ne)-

or (if not, Hr. F. will answer your inquiry n<Ei’ ,vritte0'trc’iliB̂ .ni 
the masses in America for fifty years (oltcn -ff wb®rC the Put

Whatever you'd ask a doctor you find herein,
Dr. Footo’s books have been tho popular instructors of
and always kept up-to-dato). For twenty years they have sold largely (from London) to 
spoken, and everywhere highly praised. Last editions are best, largest, and most for tho prico. . lportant trU 
by not baying, and you may lose your life (or your wifo or child) by not knowing somo of tho vitally ini'

Most Grateful Testimonials From Everywhere
Gudivoda, India : " It is a store of medical knowledge in plainest 

language, and every reader of English would bo benefited 
by it.”—W. L. N.

Triplicane, India: “ I have gone through the book many times, 
and not only benefited myself but many friends also.”—a. w. t .

enl?r*fis

iire ff

Somewhat Abridged Editions (800 pp. each) can bo had in German, Swedish

Pandorma, Turkey : “ I can avow fran 1  ̂ Jpy "
found such an interesting book as y?1 g cb»nhf rjc0- 

Calgary, Can. : “ Tho information there» n ji. s'ibe f 
idea of life—to be noblor and happie ■ toD U®

Laverton, W. Aust. : “ I considor it . ¡jiS*1'
I have benefited much by it.” —R- , . nr SP14,

Finnisn» or

Price EIGHT SHILLINGS by Mail to any Address.

O R D E R  OF T H E  P I O N E E R  P B E s S ‘
2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.C.
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T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y ,
l i m i t e d

Company Limited by Guarantee
Begietered Office—1 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, H.G, 

Chairman of Board of Directore—Mb. G. W. FOOTE 
Secretary—B M, VANCE Miss),

telaifiki° e,y w‘*a 1898 to afford legal security to ths
The m  Bnd application of funds for Seoular purposes.

^ îeota atn° randam oI Association sets forth that the Soolety’ s 
8̂ oaii v,ate :— ■*'° Promote the prinoiple that human oonduot 
°*lural v,0waaed upon “ atnral knowledge, and not upon super- 
enj of and that human welfare in this world is the proper
X'0 pm 811 bought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry. 
Piste mota nniversal Seoular Eduoation. To promote the corn- 
lawful 80*arisation of the State, eto., eto. And to do all such 
hold _ n8a as are oonduoive to suoh objeots. Also to have, 
Oe be'au tfc8’ and re*aln any sums of money paid, given, devised, 
the ruLea" led fay any person, and to employ the same for any of 

The l f 0̂ 9 0i Society.
should lablli‘ y oI members is limited to 21, in case the Sooiety 
llabiliti6761 k0 woan^ UP and the assets were insufficient to oover 

jjem?8~~a most unlikely contingency, 
yearly DeI a Pay an entranoe fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent 

The a  , °ripH°n of five shillings. 
lSi„ oooiety has a considerable number of members, but a muoh 
Sained nntD*3er ia desirable, and it is hoped that some will be 
it par«a.mongst those who read this announcement. All who join 

« P * .  *n the oontrol of its business and the trusteeship of 
tion that1083' ** exPreasly provided in the Artioles of Assooia- 
thg Bool t*° m°mber> as suoh, shall derive any sort of profit from 
aav y,’ ei*ker by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in 

The h w“ atever.
Erector °C*8ty,a affairs are managed by an elected Board of 
Malvern’ °?nsiatin8 of not less than five and not more than 

members, one-third cf whom retire (by ballot) eaohyear

but are capable of re-election. An Annual Genera Meeting of 
members muet be held in London, to receive the Report, elect 
new Directors, and transact any other business that may arises.

Being a duly registered body, the Seoular Sooiety, Limited, 
can reoeive donations and bequests with absolute security. 
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to make 
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society's favor in their 
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension. 
It is quite impoesible to set aside such bequests. The executors 
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary course 0 
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in 
connection with any of the wills by which the Sooiety has 
already been benefited.

The Sooioty's solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battcock 23 
Rood-lane, Fenohuroh-street, London, E.C.

A Form of Bequeit.—The following is a sufficient form of 
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators:—" I give and 
" bequeath to the Secular Sooiety, Limited, the sum of £ —— 
" free from Legaoy Duty, and I dfreot that a receipt signed by 
"two members of the Board of the said Society and the Secretary 
" thereof shall be a good discharge to my Executors for the 
■ said Legacy.”

Friends of the Society who have remembered it in their wills, 
cr who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary of 
the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will 
(if desired) treat it as Btrictly confidential. This is not neceseary. 
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, and 
their oontents have to be established by competent testimony.

CLEARANCE SALE.
T o  m ak e room  fo r  fresh  stock .

t h e  book  of god
IN THE LIGHT OF THE HIGHER CRITICISM.

BY

G. W. FOOTE.
Contents: — Introduction — The Bible Canon — The Bible and Science — Miracles and 

itchcraft—The Bible and Freethought—Morals and Manners—Political and Social Progress 
Inspiration—The Testimony of Jesus—The Bible and the Church of Engiand—An Oriental 

Hook—Fictitious Supremacy.

COLONEL INGERSOLL’S OPINION.
S°o<3 u 1 haVe read with Sroat PIeasure y°ur Boolc ° f God- 1 congratulate you on your book. It will do great 

ecauso it is filled with the best of senso expressed with force and beauty.”—Lettir to the Author.

De d u c e d  f r o m  o n e  s h il l i n g  t o  s i x p e n c e .
(Postage lid.)

CLOTH c o p ie s  r e d u c e d  t o  o n e  s h i l l i n g , p o st  f r e e .

* he
Pio n e e r  p r e s s , 2 Ne w c a s t l e  s t r e e t , fa r r in g d o n  s t r e e t , Lo n d o n  e .c.
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SUNDAY EVENING LECTURES
IN THE BEAUTIFUL NEW

ST. J A M E S ’ S HALL,
G R E A T  P O R T L A N D  S T R E E T ,  L O N D O N ,  W.

DURING SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER.
(Under the auspices of the Secular Society, Ltd.)

October 3 .-M r. C. COHEN,
“ THE ORIGIN AND DECAY OF GOD.”

October 10.—Mr. J. T. LLOYD,
“ BUDDHA AND CHRIST: A CONTRAST.”

October 17, 24, 31 .-M r. G. W . FOOTE.

Doors Open at 7. Chair taken at 7 .3 0. Seats, Is . & 6d. Some Free Seats at the

OUR C L O T H I N G
IS NOT CHEAP

AT THE

EXPENSE OF THE WORKER

This is what a Trade Union Paper says:— 
“  I was privileged to walk round the 

Clothing Factory of Messrs. GEO. Je S80P 
AND Son, Ltd., Batley. The buildings are 
well adapted for their business, and far 
ahead of many first-class tailors work­
rooms into which I have been. The place 
is one which is healthy morally as well as 
physically and financially.”

—Factory Times, August 8, 1906.

Send Postcard for
Patterns and Self-measurement Form.

WE ROB YOU
of the idea that ALL advertisements are 0$ 
W e will show you what value really *s LggS 
will send 8s. 6d. for a pair of our “
Ma n ’s Boots.” . , so0ds

They are AHEAD of all similar Pri 
both for STYLE, COMFORT, and DU®A ̂  Oyo 
They are specially manufactured to ° ° 0o1 ” 
designs, and the result is “ A HIGH-CLAS» r„ s, 
at a moderate price. Lace or Derby P 
8 s. 6d., post free.

if  po0t
Our Ladies’ 5s. l id . Box Ca, o0 

brings us repeat orders »  tbree 
parts of the world Stocke patt<>D 
patterns. Lace, 5s. 11°'» 
or Derby, 6s. 3d. *

If  you require “ Extra W ldfb0 t b&f
writes us. We have 6d-
to fit you. —
14s. 6d. Ladies , froB1

Gents-
6 s

g{y0 01 0
When Ordering enclose postal °rd foo*

and send us a pencilled outno 
a piece of paper as a guide. ^

Exchange.—Wo are always
any boots which aro not to cus cyioN' 
ments. Our aim is to GIVE SAT s

e%cW
m l l M j e°rs

ir0'

GEO. JESSOP & SON, LTD.,
Clothing Manufacturers, 

B A T L E Y ,  Y O R K S H I R E .

Catalogue post freo on applica^oB‘

WHITEHOUSE & CO., BOOT FACTOR^
B io t *

Printed and Published by the Piosssa Paisa, 2 Noweastle-slroet, London» H.O.
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