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*ith Z ty isJnotlimerely a means—it is an end. With-
at wrd, all other words are empty sounds.

—Ingebsoll.

Ferrer's Would-Be Murderers.

“enden wbat we said on the Ferrer case
8n® ce for the present, but at the very last
w° fu76 Nink it best to return to the matter,
capDpe therefore devote to it this front page, which
We 8j° °Pen f°r the purpose.
Cat™opllp ~ onr Previous article by saying that the
its pr,10 phurch may be trusted to slander and slay
enemies whenever jt can. We did not mean,
Cav, ' thab this is a special peculiarity of the
teripfjnc phnrek. o has been the common charac-
Neked °* an Christian Churches. The degrees of
t"uitiOne8s *n Practice depend entirely upon oppor-
&Jj th3 @crat°h a Christian and you find a bigot,
“epth e.s’renfith of his bigotry depends upon the

Christ-  ..hi8 Christianity. Catholics have more
diger anity than Protestants. That is the real
Ha  Ce between them. Consequently the Catho-

Yere :6 i?°fe bigoted than the Protestants. But
to tjjg, BChristianity enough left in the Protestants
Jfitij ,? iveém persecute those who differ from them
if thev "be bitterness of hatred and murder; and
Ishecand@?uot So goite as far as Protestants it
Gces ?8e fbey are surrounded by restraining influ-
N&ad88Q & aPe °f soience, education, and free
as Spa;10™ A England were in as backward a state
libstticd? 18" *n respect to suoh matters, the lives and
ipsecp;.8 i0aliing Freethinkers would be just as
Aquinu- as they row are in the olassio land of the
bistory i°n' 4 *m>a total misreading of English
bsligio* * 8uPPose that Protestantism gave us any
°f coUrss freedom exoept accidentally. One protest,
Points ®aturally_led to more ; and debate on some
OA-— of_the pif" talt naturdlly led to debate—en
?Ny.' m, uf this was not intended. Quite the con-
iyo Rtlle, ae Brst Protestants used the dungeon and
aeretiG  \ aioOt both Catholics and more advanced
rEa>rBt fu Nonconformists fought for freedom as
JArch m ®fat® Church, and joined the State
i this nQ brutal persecution of Freethinkers.
a'i the P °?3ent the Blasphemy Laws are upheld by
> ~°ok /i*fe8tant Churches in England.
AUticai tlle dear Daily News, for instance,—the
Jfioh i8 Or8an of the Nonconformist Conscience,
~At eve? 6rtlaP8 the most extraordinary conscience
ferary k batted about this world. Our contem-
<Le. gad.” Appeal to Spain” in its Tuesday’'s
p i° to i,ar as this leaderette was an appeal for
bn?11* hel QO@r are thankful for it. But we
Sr - « ¢ 8 bein8 amused at our contemporary’s
“m and > ~°wards Clericalism as far off as
°dern 01?8 @phemistio description of Ferrer’s
iv clerio i * ” aa aiming at education *“ free
Dfiter sim i domination.” One would think that
Op~acatiQlly Wanted to keep Catholic priests out
Cliftf edn.f.~bereas he wants to keep all priests
orardto atl°’n. He would no more allow a Dr.
hiAglionv, Ontr°l it than he V\(oulﬁl all(nlv a Catholio
LA : . Nor is that all. It is not
1  Batrfst "HAEReRIism that Ferrer fights as an
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educationist. He fights against Religion altogether.
He goes beyond what is called Secular Education in
England. The education in the schools he has
established is Freethought and Positivist. It s
based upon science and humanity, to the total
exclusion of metaphysics and theology. One could
hardly expect the dear Daily News to admit this, for
our contemporary will not so much as drop the
mildest blessing on Secular Education in its own
country.

We imagine that the Daily News men feel a sort
of “ divided duty.” They would probably like to be
more liberal than proprietary and other commercial
circumstances permit them to be; so they bow the
knee to false gods at home and throw stones at them
abroad. This accounts for the discreet language of
the leaderette, and at the same time for the admis-
sion of an article-letter by Princess Kropotkin on
“The Fate of Ferrer.” The lady plainly calls
Ferrer’s schools “ Rationalist schools.” She under-
stands their true character. They are more than
non-Catholic; they are non-Christian—or, if you
prefer, anti-Christian—and Humanist. It is for this
reason that they are so bitterly hated. The Catholio
Church sees that Ferrer’s policy means a fight to a
finish. There is to be no treaty and no truce. And
when supernaturalism and priestcraft fight for their
lives it would be very foolish to expect them to con-
form to civilised rules of warfare.

The object of the Clerical Government in Spain is
perfectly clear. Just as they arrested Ferrer on the
pretence that he was implicated in the attempted
assassination of King Alfonso, they have arrested
him again on the pretence that he was implicated in
the Barcelona riots. He was not in or near Barce-
lona at the time, but what does that matter ? Any
pretence is good enough for a Clerical Government
acting under Martial Law—which, as the Duke of
Wellington said, is no law at all. A flimsier pre-

tence than this it is impossible to conoeive. Ferrer
is not an Anarchist or a Revolutionist. He is
absorbed in his work of School regeneration. And

the proof that he is really not arrested as an insur-
gent may be found in the fact that all his Free-
thought schools in distant parts of the country—in
Galicia, in Vizcaya, in Asturias, and in Andalusia—
have been closed, and the teachers arrested, although
none of them were in Catalonia at the time of the
disturbances.

We see by the appeal of the Committee of Defence
for the Victims of the Spanish Repression, amongst
whose members are Anatole France, Maurice Maeter-
linck, and Ernst Haeckel, that at Barcelona 5,000
prisoners are herded together at the Montjuich for-
tress, at the Atarasana barracks, and at the Carcel
Modelo (Model Prison). There have also been 1,700
arrests at Matdro, 1,000 at Manresa, 1,200 at Sabadell,
800 at Gerone, and 400 at Angles. The number of
victims is appalling,—and they include all sorts of
peaceable “ advanced ” men and women, who have
no more idea of rioting than they have of flying.
Ferrer is in the Model Prison. The authorities are
busy inventing and forging evidenoe against him;
they may also be torturing him ; and unless civilised
Europe protests promptly and loudly, he may be
killed by the order of military officers drunk with

reliSion- G. W. Foote.
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The Nature of Religion.—1¥.

(Continued from, p. 595.)

Dreams, swoons, catalepsy, and allied states suggest
to the savage the existence of a double or ghost.
Even in the absence of evidence ooming to us in the
shape of the universal belief of existing savages, the
fact that the ghost is always pictured as identical in
clothing and figure with tho dead man, would be
almost enough to demonstrate its dream origin. But
there are two other considerations that carry the
process a step further. The savage sees in his
dreams not only the ghosts of living men, but of
dead ones also. Death does not then mean the
destruction of the ghost, it is merely a separation.
Further, the likeness of death to sleep is so obvious
and so striking that it has formed one of the most
insistent features of human thought and speech.
With primitive man, the likeness of death to sleep is
more than a mere figure of speech. The Melane-
sians put the primitive view well when they say, the
“ soul goes out of the body in some dreams, and if
for some reason it does not come back, the man is
found dead in the morning.” Death and dreaming
has, therefore, this in common, they are both due to
the withdrawal of the double. In death, the ghost
has simply deserted the body for a longer and an
indefinite period. Hence we find a whole series of
ceremonies intended to avert death by making diffi-
cult the departure of the double, or to secure its
return. The lingering of this practice is well illus-
trated by a story told by Sir Frederick Treves in his
book, The Other Side of the Lantern. He tells how he
saw a Chinese mother, with tears streaming down
her face, waving at the door of the house the
clothing of a recently deceased child, in order to
bring back the departed spirit.

Death is the separation of the double from the
body; but it may return to tho body it tenanted;
the place it inhabited still attracts it, and the savage
evidently conceives it as being far more likely to be
a source of trouble than of help. Hence, care is
often taken to prevent its recognising the living or
finding its way back to its old habitations. Dr.
Frazer has shown that the wearing of mourning is
really a form of disguise. Why people wear, after a
death, black in one country, yellow in another, white
in a third, or disfigure themselves in a fourth, is so
that the ghost will not recognise them. It is in
order to avoid recognition by spirits who wish to
injure them that the Tongans change their war
costume at every battle. The Chinese call their
best beloved children by worthless names in order to
delude evil spirits. In Egypt, too, the children who
were thought most of were the worst clad. In some
places the corpse is never carried out through the
door, but by a hole made in the side of the hut and
afterwards closed, so that the ghost may not find its
way baok.

The ghost being conceived as in all points identical
with living beings, it demands attention after death.
It needs food, weapons, servants, wives. In this
way originates various burial customs, performed
partly from affection, partly from fear of what the
ghost will do if its needs are neglected. The oustom
of burying food and weapons with the dead thus
receive a simple explanation. Believing that every-
thing has its spirit, the weapon is buried with the
dead warrior that ho may use it in the next world
against his enemies. Weapons are buried once for
all, but as to be fed is a constantly recurring neces-
sity, food is not only buried with the corpse, but is
placed at intervals on the grave. The modern cus-
tom of scattering flowers over a grave is unquestion-
ably a survival of this primitive belief, although its
meaning has now entirely changed. The Kkilling or
burning of a wife on the husband's grave is an
indication of the same belief. Her spirit goes to
attend her husband in the ghost land. In the case
of a chief, we have the Kkilling of slaves for the
same reason. When Leonidas said, “ Bury me on
my shield, | will enter even hades as a Laceda-
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moman he was showing the persistence of
belief in classical times. The Chinese_a®
further example of the same belief by making® 0
paper houses, filling them with paper models o
things used by the dead persons, and burning tB*0
upon the grave. All over the world we fi®
same customs developing from the same ”e!'ef S %en
the same beliefs projected by the human mind
brought face to face with the same order
phenomena.

Just as the soul of man is pictured as tho
double of the body, so the next world is mor® .
a replica of this—the chief distinction
greater abundance of desirable things. _
tribes have elysiums where there is unlimited S
The old Norse heaven was a place filled with ng
and brave deeds The Caribs are promised
satisfaction of all their desires. The gold
diamonds and rubies of the Christian heaven
sent a stage of civilisation where these thing 70
acquired a special value. Sooial distin°tron™very
also maintained. The Caribs believe . g,
time they secure an enemy’s head, they had gam-
servant in the next world. Tho French aristoci'8
who, when threatened with hell, remarked,
will think twice before damning a person offy
quality, ' showed the persistence of the idea in”
Christian times.

Several results of the attention paid to the
may be noted. The ghost being drawn to the P8
where the body is buried, the desire to preserve t®
body, leads to methods being adopted to
and finally to the practice of embalming. ~ivi §
food to the ghost, allied with the fact that want
food would be the natural precursor of visions, (B
to fasting as a religious exercise. These attend
being paid around tho grave, the grave becom@
place of sanctity and of pilgrimage, and of relig®
observance. The grave thus gives us the begin® ®
of the temple; and, as Mr. W. Simpson has
strated as far as such a subject admits of 0]
stration—in his Worship of Death, all the
ana temples of the modern world are the conseg@® .yO
of the ghost worship round the grave of the prif'l a
savage. Finally, Grant Allen has pointed * ont
the placing of grain and other food on the gr®c«
together with the soil having been newly t@r
would make vegetation grow better there than ® 0
where. This would be clear proof to the @
mind of the beneficient influence of the ghost»
In, this circumstance we have the most pro #®
origin of tree-worship. The transference of
spirit of the dead to the tree would follow'
matter of course. egd®

Another step or two and we shall have 0
the origin of deity. Affection and fear
tho ghost, if its wants are neglected, " jpe,d
vengeance through the agency of disease, t rg®
acoident—leads insensibly to the ghost
tions becoming objects of veneration, P"°P jjo®
and petition. All ghosts receive some au "pr®**'
a longer or shorter period after death, bn c1jo
special and sustained honors are reserven . S
L have be®" o
heads of families and for such as ¢
tinguished for various qualities during b~ 0
way ancestor worship becomes one of
spread of religious observances, and *
development of the great man or
ancestor into a deity follows as a perfectly™!#
development. The principles of ancestor ¢w
as Tylor remarks, are not difficult to under® - | a

“ They plainly keep up the social rO**gged
living world. The dead ancestor, now fa&if
doity, simply goes on protecting his °w® , Lid«
receiving suit and sgrvice ffom hengin@q-
dead chief still watches over his own jOg
his authority by helping friends and barm tff
still rewards the right and sharply punis®0 [eSN

That this deification of ancestors aD™ ([
actually does take place does not adi® pCRI®
The mythologies of Greece and Rome on

The Attis, 1897.
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erors while the deification of the Roman Em-
[ a became an established rule. In India, Mr.
~ho \[O™6 "Nas 8*ven numerous examples of natives
deit'Overe “amoas during life being transformed into
Wit! O,, death;- as has Sir A. C. Lyall in his
to S That thiB distivigtion B mad limited
n natlves is shown in the famous case of General

"cholsoa who received the honor of deification
Uring bis lifetime. Anyone who cares to consult
cy%es storehouses ef iAfermatien; Speneer rn
ati| p °f,r°,cx0P3y (vol. i.), Tylor's Primitive Culture,
8°(J _rajer’s Golden @Qu)gg), w#J fipd the whole of the
Amaking process set out with a wealth of 1 us
tiQn and proof that can hardly fail to command the
*8et of an unprejudiced mind. Finally in the
N 8sof China and Japan we have living examples
. & organised system of worship based upon the
~oration of ancestors. And as an example of the
~Nanner in which more civilised ideas react upon
Primitive beliefs, wo find the better minds of both
‘na and Japan treating ancestor worship as
~Nbip of humanity based upon a feeling of respect
*?2d gratitude to the departed. An exactly similar
enomenon meets us here in the attempts o
QaQapologists to restate Christian beliefs in terms
current morality and sociology.
a.1."b> help us to more clearly realise the evolutlon
the god from ~e ghost if we bear in mind the
act that with primitive man the gods are neither
°ueeived as independent existences nor as creators
immortality is not asserted of them. The
odern notion of deity is so intermingled with these
etaphysicai aod philesephical eonceptions, that
ij. ie *8 always the danger of using “ God in the
bel' ffn Bense>and so either misunderstanding early
fiat!.” nr rejecting the idea that these form the
0 *cst stage of the god idea. Such ideas as those
pr-Q?ation or independence are quite foreign to the
nnnd. Savages are like children in the respect
their interest in things is primarily of a practical
tih rac’er- A child does not begin by asking how a
came to be; it asks what is it for? So the
Sit' e concern of the savage is, what are certain
W &8for? what will they do ? are they injurious or
of cial ? is because he is of this practical turn
dir Ind that he pays the attention to the ghosts he

hci having once accepted their existence & a
tv, .~ e superiority of the gods does not consist
ot, .eir snbstantial difference to himself, hut in the

by/1.r P°wer for good or evil conferred upon them
tW Of invisible existence. Creation is a conception
. cgs nhot arise until the capacity for philo-
&ta ?al speculation has developed. Then reflection
incaiffl ~ork; the nature of the gods undergoes
aatin,, ation> and that lon8 Proce8B of accommo-
CGtlimenear™er rehgiona beliefs to. later knowledge
G838, the end of which we have not yet seen.

C. Cohen,
(To be continued.)

“Why Pray?”

Tiijj . — =
i~ e ftko title of a sermon recently delivered
hati’Hal nu Dr* Warschauer in the Anerley Congre-
t, for oUrc”>and published in the Christian World
c? fouT~"~ber 15 There is much good sense
Oar ana f *n ~is discourse, and the thinking is
g ddly to the point. The reverend gentleman
es®0d io d e s that this topic presents “ the most

asNi&lly u uiany thousands of modern people,
Naatelv younger ones,” and that it cannot be

~ 0s8d discussed without careful thought ex-
i8s’lately ~ consi<lered speech. That prayer is
(XI?if Ovidenfaiu ®° reliSion goes without saying. It
d ot Cteomt In thie absence of prayer re ||on

s ®drvive. But is it worth while praying

Oat proof-er ~bat religion may be kept alive ?
118 there that the preservation of religion,

digion and Folk Lore of Northern India, vol. ii.
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in its popularly accepted sense, would conduce to
the welfare of mankind? Dr. Warschauer admits
also that there are conceptions of God which render
prayer unreasonable and absurd. Pantheism, for
example, logically excludes prayer. If God be all,
or immanent in all, it follows that whatever is or
happens expresses his will. Strangely enough, how-
ever, Pantheistic clergymen like Mr. Campbell are
frequently on their knees. It is all very well for
Dr. Warschauer to assert that “ the idea that God is
all, and that we are identical with him, makes
prayer impossible” ; but the faot remains that,
apparently, the New Theologians enjoy praying as
much as the Old. Mr. Campbell goes the length of
publishing one of hi3 church prayers every week;
and he always prays as if God were another person
than himself, somewhere within hearing.

Dr. Warschauer expresses the conviction that
“ the more we learn of Nature’s ways the more we
are impressed with the orderliness and regularity
that mark all her processes,” and that, consequently,
“we do not feel at all as if it was likely that this
universal order could be modified for our particular
benefit.” This implies that “ certain ideas of the
efficacy of prayer—e. g., for rain or fine weather—
have become impossible for us to entertain seriously.
We think it far more in keeping with probability
that in such matters God's will should be without
variableness or shadow of turning; we are even sure
that it is better it should be so—better that these
laws should be stable, so that we may learn them,
than that the Divine Will should be incalculable, to
be swayed by our individual pleadings.” That is
sensible. “ And in the same way and for the like
reasons,” he continues, “ much of the language about
what used to be called special providences has
become unreal and unedifying for us.” The meaning
of all this is that prayer is no longer regarded as of
any value in the natural sphere. Neither rain nor
fine weather is now supposed to come or to cease in
response to pious petitions. It is incredible that
anyone should escape in a dreadful catastrophe
merely because someone happened to be praying for
him at the moment. In the peculiar language of
the pulpit, “ we are slowly learning to substitute for
the idea of any kind of preferential treatment at
God’s hand a belief in the unchanging goodness of
bis decrees, in the wisdom of his counsel, in the
Providence of unfailing law.”

Then why pray ? The rapid advance of modern
scienoe has rendered the belief in the efficacy of
prayer in the sphere of Nature too ridiculous to
cherish for a moment. But inasmuch as religion
without prayer is unthinkable as well as impractic-
able, theologians have relegated prayer to the purely
spiritual sphere. Into this sphere science cannot
follow it; but logic can. Even here the influence of
science has greatly modified the current phraseology

concerning the nature and efficacy of prayer. Says
Dr. Warschauer—
“Now | want to come to something deeper, some-

thing that is habitually overlooked in the ordinary
discussion of this subject. Wo nearly all make the
mistake of identifying prayer exclusively, or almost
exclusively, with petition, when, as a matter of fact,
petition is only part, and perhaps only a subordinate
part, of prayer, which is, in its essence, the soul's inter-
course with God. | say, wo vulgarise and degrade that
great act of the soul by thinking of it only as importu-
nate begging.”

Unfortunately, while writing that passage

preacher forgot his text, which was Mat. vii.,

and reads as follows :(—

“ Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall
find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: for every
one that asketh receiveth; and he that seoketh findeth ;
and to him that knocketh, it shall be opened.”

It is true that Dr. Warschauer endeavored to neu-
tralise that text by adding another that practically
contradicts it: “ But seek ye first his kingdom and
his righteousness, and all these things shall be added
unto you.” Nevertheless, according to this preaoher,
Jesus “ vulgarises and degrades ” prayer by speaking
of it as consisting in asking, seeking, and knocking.

the
7, 8,
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We have looked at the Lord’'s Prayer, we have
studied it clause by clause, and we have found that
each clause in it is a distinct petition. Furthermore,
one of its petitions,” Give us this day our daily
bread,” concerns itself with the natural sphere in a
very comprehensive manner. It implies praying for
rain and fine weather and all other conditions of a
plentiful harvest. Jesus did not hesitate to say that
the Father which is in heaven gives “ good things to
them that ask him.” Again, if Dr. Warschauer is
right, Jesus did “ vulgarise and degrade” prayer by
thinking of it as a species of “ importunate begging.”
In Luke xi. 5-18, we find the context of the words
on which the reverend gentleman founded his sermon.
Someone is supposed to be disturbed at midnight by
a friend who wants the loan of three loaves, because
a guest has unexpectedly turned up, and he has
nothing to set before him. At first, the loan is
refused. Jesus said : “ Though he will not rise and
give him because he is his friend, yet because of his
importunity he will arise and give him as many as
he needeth. And | say unto you, Ask, and it shall
he given you ; seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it
shall be opened unto you.” In Luke xviii. 1-8 there
are words to precisely the same effect. A judge,
“ which feared not God and regarded not man,” was
repeatedly importuned by a widow to avenge her of
her adversary, without yielding. At last he did
avenge her in order to get rid of her. Jesus said:
“ And Bhall not God avenge his elect, which cry to
him day and night, and he is long suffering over
them ?”

It is perfectly clear that, according to the Bible,
to pray is to implore, beseech, beg. “ Don’t let us
come before God with a mere recital of wants,” says
Dr. Warschauer, “ battering at heaven’s gates like so
many persistent mendicants.” Which is right, the
Bible or Dr. Warschauer ? The latter is anxious to
be at once scientific and Biblical, with the inevitable
result that he is neither. “ Whatsoever ye shall ask
in my name,” said Jesus, “ that will | do.” “ Do not
pray for rain or fine weather or bodily health,” says
Dr. Warschauer, “ pray only for spiritual blessings,
for the health of the soul.” In the spiritual realm
prayer is beyond the reach of scientific investigation.
It is safe from direct attack. It isvery easy to affirm
that, in this spiritual realm, “ there is a real answer
from without—from God.” “ | cannot prove it,” says
Dr. Warschauer, “ but | have had experience of it.”
True ; but experience proves nothing except its own
existence. Experience is subjective, and so is the
belief that makes it possible. That anything ever
comes from an Infinite Being to a finite is incapable
of verification by any means whatsoever. If a fool
suddenly developed into a consummate genius, if a
man cursed with a naturally irresistible craving for
alcohol speedily conquered it, or if a born liar became
constitutionally truthful in the twinkling of an eye,
in answer to fervent prayer, we would then be in
possession of irrefutable evidence of its efficacy.
But there are no such answers to jprayer on record.
There lived not long ago a young man to whom the
religious life was full of rich joy. He prayed without
ceasing and with ever increasing delight. He loved
to talk about the inexpressible sweetness of his com-
munion with the Lord Jesus. But there was a flaw
in his constitution, an inherited weakness which
periodically caused him to fall in the estimation of
his neighbors. It would be impossible adequately to
realise how earnestly and passionately and unceas-
ingly he prayed for the removal of that weakness,
and for spiritual strength to rise above it; but his
prayer was not answered, and he went down to a
premature grave a disgraced man. Thousands of
similar cases might be cited. So-called communion
with God is an emotional sensation the intensity of
which is in proportion to the strength and vividness
of the belief in him.

Why pray ? What is needed is work, not prayer.
To pray is to trifle with life, or to waste emotional
force. Nature grants the farmer a golden harvest,
not in answer to fervent prayer, but as the reward of
honest labor. The old adage, laborare est orarc, to
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work is to pray, is much nearer the truth than 0O
labora, pray and work ; but truer still is the foh° ~
Latin proverb, labor omnia vincit, work ,cO jgj].
everything. Prayer is a sentimental ebulition J
ing only sentimental enjoyment ; it is conscieQ2
labor, the never-ceasing practice of right living’ aB
builds up and gives stability to character. H .jly
ever became morally strong and effioient by sPe~,aily
so many hours a day in prayer. Strength ism

as well as physically the outcome of exercise.
blacksmith has such a powerful arm because te ™
stantly wields the hammer. So, likewise, a *
overcomes had habits by giving all diligence "~ing

good ones, and eradicates evil tendencies bj ot
his utmost to develop beneficent ones. No a nDd
of praying in the theological sense results m B8

growth, while some of the best people a™0play?
to-day have never so prayed at all. Thenwhy F e
Supernatural interpositions in human auai
exploded illusions. With special providences™ ~
go Providence itself ; with Providence, Pra™e a8
with prayer, God. With these gone, man aCeXreS
“ the paragon of animals,” as earth’s “ nfiggis
sion, her great word of life,” whose one du»*—
to know and master and intelligently employ him#'
which he can only do, not by looking upwards m
vacant heaven, not by calling for help to imagin'l’
deities but by imitating the Buddha in “ relying O
himself alone.” What we require to get nearer
continually i3, not God in any known sense of
term, but ourselves and one another in the gl°rl°
task of making life pre-eminently worth living-

J. T. LLOIiP-

A Mnay.

Stout’s Visit to England will brM

any wav rnnn6 ! j those Antipodeans who were

N% EealandeCie the Secu,arist_moverment
elvhffoa of "& ¢Gntury ago. " .r

Australasia™ i ear®of V|g rous propaganda all ov

Collins n D ?ydae?> Thomas Walker, W
man were York>an American ex-ole\ &
day’and ; iarge audlences ever? S

the~soultil Melbourne Jose? S Was »» g |
Zealand ~comfortable indeed. 1" * J

AttoralLr ert,St0at’ of Dunedin, Premier »
a“ emtlr nmra, ’kand Joh« Ballance, of WatJgffj
for the n° Cabinet, were both active wor

freeth L T»' the lattor ha™ S in 1884 eT ok

Aucklarﬂ%Z\ %gmmuctmg ﬁ?ﬁfe brl % « \%a{/

ist with great success,

Massey delivered in the Lyoeum Dun 7 ato>>
was built on the site of the first church th .
a course of lectures under the aa8lce 10ct” g5
flourishing Freethought Society. The parkO |

had a rather lengthy title, = The Devi Man Fyifjle

in the Light of Evolution, a Reply t0 ij? '(Q
Question, Why Doesn’t God Kill the ealoS
Premier occupied the chair, and Dob ere .
the poet-lecturer and the lecture i gjaliwe 9
ported in the Dunedin papers. chair * .
an English Prime Minister taking 1 . ~urel foe
straight-from-the-shoulder Freethong ,» gaia

“ Many of you, perhaps most of y ’ 0
Chairman,— y of

“ have read about Mr. Massoy, ana jfts> v

doubt, have also read some of his P°f / f/e ba gyt
something to say for that, save 11 Jtfr-. -®d «
amongst oursolves Domett and otho m  vis ~ di
the first English poet of repute t® yeaf
colony..... He has been known for ” et in
earnest reformer, not only as a rclo i o v
but as a reformer asapoet. He baS aj 38 5tt
reforms in many ways by his P06  et,tb 1
Ho is, as you aro awaro, not only a”gjaatiiV’
is perhaps the highest distinction 9. jat”’
is a voluminous writer on other subj J
Replying to this, the leoturer said t ,g of
keen delight that ho spoke in a
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thought standing where a church once stood, for he
took it to be typical and a good augury f°r_ O
fotnre.” The titles of his other lectures were: The
Shakespeare  “ Charles Lamb  “ The Fall of
n: An Astrological Myth and Physiological Pal-
a? « and “ Leaves from the Book of My ' o.
f.roni the report of the last lecture, and from a
bl°graphical sketch contributed to Eliza Cooks
Journal in 1851 by Dr. Smiles, we get some interest-
irg details of the poet's early days. He was born
.17"28—the year in which another great re®
thinker and poet, George Meredith, first greeted the
St-in a hovel rented at one shilling per week.
Jra his first—abode was not high enough to allow
| “nan to stand upright in it. His father, a canal
boatman, received ten shillings a week, and some-
:Imes>when ho fell out of work, the only support of
6 family was the wage earned by the children,
"ho worked at the silk mill from 5 a.m. to 6.30 p.m.
this work they were paid from ninepenco o
Jteen pence per week. And yet Massey was a poet
lrevolt! Another point of interest is the fact that
» 0 Eliot was so impressed by Massey s character
p /work that she took him as the model for her
the Badical. Frequent references to the
under which Felix Bolt was written will
Toun the letters edited by J. W. Cross. .
fil 7 tho8e whose names are mentioned in this
6°rt note Mr. W. W. Collins, working as hard as
In Christchurch, N.Z., where he has for years
~®n at the head of our movement, Mr. Thomas
Anf r a member of the Legislative Assembly, West
Uol salia>and Sir Robert Stout, are the only three
as vlvinS John Ballance became Premier of N.Z.,
“eld the position at the time of his death in the
~ i nineties. A few days before he died he under-
did a serious operation for gastritis. The brave
fhn 'reQthinker cheerfully and unassisted walked to
him °Perafing-room, mounted the table, and placed
B &If in position. The Sydney Morning Herald
tria  was a “ wonderful instance of moral courage
ti ~Piling over physical weakness.” For Massey
Popt-"f the end came in 1907, and his great brother-
ly !a8 3usb followed him. As for Sir Robert, ho is
tae respected Chief Justice of Maoriland.

A. D. McLaren.

Edltlo(ps

AQoth THE ARGUMENT FOR MARTYRDOM.

Med npCt argument for the “ supremacy” of the Bible is
n es Seven the Ristery of timiktian martyrdems. Dr. Farrar
n°Oi<hioV.ra} Stances of Christians, old and young, rich and
d 6utered aCed and butQble, who have died for their faitb,
tP°n the;» t" *bo dark river and its still waters with a smile
h6Pfotnio acea-” He attributes their fortitude to trust in
tiQes the8 °/i Hible. But ho does not tell us how it
hGd Mill! tta 1°f the Bible eithor as history or as revela-

and t?8-0* dews bavo died a* the hands of Christian
th~been aeir heroism amidst torturo and massacre has
~ew T 6?Ceeded in human annals. Doos this provo that

Sllot G “s'atnent is not arevelation, and that Jesus Christ

'iftie Q' Men °f other faiths have faced death with

o 1fOt their*88“' Mohammedans are notoriously ready to
iilflan eev religion- The Mohammedan dervishes in the
ti  attd hidf Huniled. before the most murderous storm of
Sie ivalifa,' Ue]H; they fell in thousands at Omdurman, and
aefi0’ stood8 Sta?dar<Lbearor, when all around him were
% nSce on b ~t'8™ under tLo hole/ flag’ with a smil® of
pti/kd upon 8, dB'which never left it until he sank shot-

'K that tl heap °f bis dead comrades. Does this
iie a®otthoa Koran is tho Word of God ?

v : QX *bo R°Ki arSurnent seems to bo this. If a Christian
that ee of atdlb °, that proves it to bo a divine book; if a
Q3 “ Proves y other faith dies for his Sacred Scriptures,

I0t)s.-~G nr Dg—unless it bo the obstinacy of wrong

W:* Foote, “ The Book of God."
if"bate e
»sNaacoul”fence ? If man were incapable of Buffering,
thé * bave °‘ jeol paiu>tho word “ conscience” would

to abeof” S°d his lips. The man who puts himself in

«ttan“ Point OfnP ther. whoso imagination has been cultivated

°Sc°nS!, °elinS the agonies suffered by another, is tho
enoe—
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Acid Drops,

All sorts of “ distinguished ” people are interested in
General Booth and the Salvation Army; and as all these
“ distinguished ” people are Christians we are not surprised.
Very likely the Queen believes the “ General ” is doing a
great deal of good. What the Prince of Wales believes is
not very important. Mr. Asquith is a pious gentleman. Mr.
Balfour is—well, the Lord knows what. We don't know,
although we have read his writings on religion. Mr. Balfour
is “slim.” Writing to a Salvation Army officer the other
day, the Conservative leader said: “ | have, as you know, a
very warm regard for him [General Booth], and the rela-
tively favorable news you give of his health is to me a
source of very great satisfaction.” We see by the West-
minster Gazette that “ Leaders of the Labor and Socialist
parties have expressed an equal interest in his recovery.”
Unofficially, these leaders—whoever they are—may give the
old Generalissimo of the Salvation Army their personal good
wishes. But they know very well that he is a worse
“ sweater ” than any “ capitalist.” For pious William Booth
pays lower wages than any commercial employer would
dream of offering, and he “ sweats” under the cloak of
religion and philanthropy.

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's new book is not, after all, to be
called Hell on the Congo, but The Crime of the Congo—
which is a very mild title suitable to a common police
report. Meanwhile, Sir Arthur has been interviewed by the
Christian World, and it appears that it made him quite ill
to write the book—the story was so terrible, so horrible.
The following view of the matter is worth preserving:—

“ My view is that other great crimes in history have been
caused either by fanatical religion, which is in itself just an
exaggeration of a respectable emotion, or by racial hatred,
which is a perverted and exaggerated patriotism, but in the
case of Belgium’s criminal misrule on the Congo it has been
cold-blooded and actuated by the lowest and most sordid
motive of gain. For that reason, as well as the area of
country involved and the duration of time over which the
outrages have gone on—twenty years—I| do not know any-
thing else in history to compare with the Congo atrocities.”

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, who, we believe, is not exactly
orthodox, might have asked the representative of that pious
weekly to explain why the worst savages on earth should
come from a Christian country, after nearly two thousand
years of Christianity. Belgium is one of the most Christian
countries in Europe. The Catholic party is in power and it
rules everything with a high hand. Several leading Free-
thinkers have protested against the Congo atrocities, but
they are unable to do more. King Leopold, whose piety
equals his inhumanity, and the clericals, are too many for

them.

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle pays a tribute to the Congo
Missionaries. Here are his own words :—

“ 1 used to be always against missionaries. | used to
think that missionaries do more harm than good, but as long
as Xlive | will never say a word against missionaries again.
| shall always support them. Mind you, it is only a
minority of the missionaries who have played up bravely ;
but, then, that any should have done so is fine, as it was
done at the risk of great personal danger, and kept up, year
in year out, against incessant persecution. If the mission-
aries had chosen to wink at was going on, they might have
had a very pleasant time. They acted like men—and splen-
didly. But for tho missionaries we should never havo sent
out Consuls, and never had any information about the
Belgian treatment of the natives.”

This sounds to us a little hysterical. If only a minority of
the missionaries acted bravely, the majority must have
acted otherwise. And what, after all, did the brave minority
do? They refused to wink, and keep silence, at wholesale
atrocities that made a perfect hell of a country as largo as
Europe, with thirty millions of inhabitants. Does it, then,
really require much courage not to hide up unspeakable
devilries ? To answer this question in tho affirmative is to
say that Christianity has thoroughly debased human
character. -

Dr. Clifford has issued another of his ridiculous appeals to
tho faithful Dissenters of the National Passive Resistance
League. He tells them that “ the oppression of conscience ”
by the Education Act of 1902 not only continues, but in-
creases yoar by year. “ Thousands of the children of Free
Churchmen,” ho wails, “ are compelled to attend Anglican
and Roman Catholic schools, maintained almost to tho last
penny out of taxos and rates paid by the community.” Ho
says nothing about the Conscience Clause, which he evidently
thinks is worth no more than a snap of the fingers. He does
not see—or he will not see—that a Freethinker might rotort
on him his own language. *“ Thousands of Freethinkers’
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children,” it might be said, “ are compelled to attend Non-
conformist schools (for all provided schools are really sach),
maintained almost to the last penny out of taxes and rates
paid by the community.” Dr, Clifford recognises no injustice
in this. The only conscience of any account with him is
the Nonconformist Conscience.

With regard to the Johnson celebration, the Grand Old
Samuel was a good lover and a good hater. We are sorry to
say he was a bigot. He could see very little difference
between Rousseau and Voltaire, and would have heard of
their execution with choerfulness. But there was a lot of
human nature about him, after all, and you can’'t help
liking the old bear. *“ Sir,” he said, “ the first Whig was the
Devil.” There is a captivating raciness about such a
polemist. No poison, but straightforward savagery.

Lord Rosebery’s fine speech at Lichfield contained the
following passage on Johnson's services to the cause of
religion :—

“ Men like this are the stay of religion in their time and
for those who come after. Laymen who hold high and pure
the standard of their faith do more for Christianity, it may
safely be averred, than a multitude of priests. To say this
is not to disparage the clergy; rather the reverse, for it
implies that their course is regular and habitual. But their
championship is felt to be the natural result of their pro-
fession and their vows, while the conspicuous layman, who
is also a conspicuous Christian, has all the honors of a
volunteer. No one, | think, can doubt that Samuel Johnson
and William Ewart Gladstone were priceless champions of
their faith, and that their places will not easily be filled.”

There is a certain truth in this; the truth, namely, that
professional tributes to Christianity aro of vory slender
importance. The rest of the passage, however, is of doubt-
ful validity. Johnson was incapable of argument in favor
of Christianity. He did not even believe it was a matter of
argument. Gladstone did argue in favor of Christianity,
but he did it more harm than good with thinking people.
He was really not well equipped for the task, and he
practised the cheapest arts of the special pleader. It was
difficult at times to feel sure of his intellectual sincerity.
One had to remember that he was not a thinker, in tho
highest sense of the word, and that he had astonishing
powers of self-deception.

What a good old Pagan Lord Rosebery must be. At the
bicentenary celebration of the birth of Dr. Johnson at
Lichfield, his lordship made the sad confession that in times
of sickness the only book that gives him comfort is, not the
Bible, but Boswell's book on Johnson. That was the only
work that could then “ engage his languid attention.”

Mr. Joseph McCabe has published a book to prove that the
Church of Rome is decaying throughout Christendom. As
an out and out Freethinker, Mr. McCabe is hated and boy-
cotted by all Churches alike; but as a demonstrator of the
gradual fall of tho Catholic Church, columns upon columns
of warm approval are devoted to him in Protestant journals.
The Methodist Times declares that the appearance of his
book is of “ the utmost importance,” and makes it the theme
of its leading article for September 1G. How ardently the
followers of Jesus love one another, and rejoice in one
another’s prosperity. For the moment it is conveniently
forgotten that the decay of Protestantism is more marked
than that of Catholicism, which means that, while each of
the two great Churches exults at the alleged downfall of the
other, Christianity itself is becoming a thing of the past.

Mr. Philip Snowden, M.P., occupied a pulpit in Blackburn
recently, and he appears to have been overwhelmed by the
local atmosphere. The subject of his address—or should
we call it a sermon ?—was “ The New Spirit,” but in some
respects it looked a good deal like the old one. The lecturer
(or preacher) dragged in Christ; he also dragged in the
Devil; and the audience (or congregation) must have felt
quite at home. According to tho report in the Northern
Daily Telegraph, Mr. Snowden said that—*“ Tho Devil never
did a better day's work than when ‘he convinced the Chris-
tian Church that politics and religion should not be asso-
ciated with each other. They could not afford to leave
politics to the direction of the Devil and his agents. They
must have politics that were fit for their religion, and a
religion that was fit for their politics.” Such stuff as this
may bo loudly applauded, but it is pitiable in a speaker of
Mr. Snowden'’s standing. What on earth can social reformers
of auy school want with “ Christ” and the “ Devil ”? Both
of those characters are imaginary—and social reform should
deal with realities.
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A writer in tho Christian Commonwealth points out
there are in Hungary 130,000 Socialists, and f strongly
Hungarian Socialists are Atheists. We would ~if
advise Mrs. Philip Snowden to pay these people >~ a
Some time back this lady said that she had neve .~
Socialist who was an Atheist. This is a <ulte(B jirs.

experience, and a visit to Hungary might enla O
Snowden’s view of things.
. jal's3
We can well understand that the Hungarian Aris-

opened their eyes when told of the alliance betwee®
tianity and Socialism in this country. We have j,ad
they quietly closed the left ones when their 'n ,fA[;dlce"

departed. They would well appreciate what an aoae Bce
between the two means. It is an alliance in win®i &
has everything to gain and the other everything to

in which neither can profit save at the expense ot astQo

Socialists in this country who consider themselve

may dream of capturing the Churches, the Churc Ed
they are capturing Socialism, and they have beens ~ ° a0
the game of gobbling up dangerous movements tfi
prepared to back their estimate of the situation.

Mr. George Wise, of Liverpool, has been I°c Al
10ne of God's Great Men.” We fancy the Prea® jration
not feel called upon to travel far in search of an i

Xjoni°®

Owing to the falling off in tho contributions t
Missionary Society has decided to decrease its exp
by ¢£10,000 annually.

Since 1890 the religious bodies in America, so_it 3 jay,
have built churches and chapels at the rate of
They now have a seating accommodation ot ove progtesS,
millions. This is what Christians understand * gcO&&0
The important thing is, however, not the seating .nte a
dation, but how many of them aro occupied. * estated 10
guess that if the seating accommodation is as ggil,»3

more than a fourth is occupied on any given Sun al'are quité
every church means a parson, the figures we ha
satisfactory in some directions.

off ¥
Rev. W. Butcher is much impressed by the el
the number of children attending church and
Sundays. Naturally he is greatly distressed t 0, pets ay,
he concludes that “ to leit the ehildren ream the swirt 7

play during the hours of worship is to foster”a aa£6
ends in the desecration of the Lord's Day. carefur?
If children are to grow up Christians, they mus ,et3t»°
drilled in the faith before they are old enough t° ~ di°c,
it. For the necessities of child nature are consi a0d "~ 1
more carefully now than was the case years @S’ d>.
beginning to dawn upon people that more goo (Ner0 >
by healthy play than by attending chapel. Besi ~'jidreO
really no reason why parents should permit tuei ~ to
be taught as true things which they believe, or
false. o -
“ Greek and Roman history,” says tho j,ut
“ can produce more than one parallel of a J°z6 , ¢ at
of Deborah.” This is a very good example o teacb®
with Christian ministers for sound truth ~ aSgeBl
Deborah, so runs the legend, called on Barali vpy- %

the children of Israol and release them from caP. Of y
accepting the story as literal history, the recO 3for c/Ct3
could produce a score of admirable fomalo typ “yelcb
one produced from the Bible. We advise Xoine\On
study the accounts that come down to us ot O

kept her two sons up to the task of saving iU uifo8

the evils that beset it; of Julia, daughter ° of

and wife of Pompey; of Octavia, wife of Ant ] (Ddt j
pina, tho first; and Portia, the wife of Bru
let him turn to the opening sentence of tho f ascr' Nj

Marcus Aurelius, and note that splendid °baraujation ‘rte$
to his mother a leading influence in the tor ~ u
character. As a matter of fact, it is B.OWUrable tyP"eJ
history that has provided writers with desi occacioD
female character fifty times for every smgl®
have been able to use the Bible. i
: Lo]
Mr. Hall_Caine_tells the .F f if 2 bpp° oil
New rIrheology weekly,; that modern oivi |g§f| ,ioC.
Christ. Yes, and so was ancient c'Vi'Sfjaps * eff(]
possiblo civilisation is opposed to Christ. geed i<
to bo stated differently—that Christ is coulof O
possible civilisation. No society in the VI° jajd0 e
together for a month on the basis, for jjalle j|=
Sermon on the Mount. We may add tluat 7jjj-ist foiie
who, by the way, as a novelist, has worked "aa
his worth—is himself opposed to Christ. | O
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?° many thousands of pounds, and we understand that he
as not given his money away. But that is precisely w a
Christ ordered. We have to say, therefore, that when Mr.
f " 1Caine lives on the barest possible subsistence, and gives
~ay all the rest of his fortune, he will be able to chatter
aout Christ quite honestly. And not until then.

. % ht under Mr. Hall Caine’'s long letter is a brief one
r?.ma Mr. Ernest A. Hay, denying “ that Jesus advised hia
followers to pay taxes.” That is how Christians, of a sort
«ad tho Gospels, which tell us that Jesus actually ~
1?7x°8 He sent Peter fishing for the money, and Peter found
fequisite half-crown, or whatever it was, in the mouth
some aquatic specimen.

Cr. c. p. Aked has gone hack to New York. He may bo
~lcomed_ there; ho will not be missed here. We always
ught him a commonplace sort of person, and his a
fences have confirmod that opinion. Ho will probably
, . the position, for which nature has fitted Inni, o

“Z«c_al wet-nurse to tho infant consciences of Yankee mi -
aires.

Pcnoent;0] dePar*ng Mr. Aked told a Daily News corros-
that had t " Pa'nfully impressed ” ho was by tho change
lie mijf, jakcn place since he left England three years ago.
*aPPen 1 .ave expected that something painful would
~Press' dur*n8 his absence. Mr. Aked found Ha general

citciOg BP'r*s at>d discouragement” in Nonconformist
health i Inust say,” ho concluded, “ that after tho luxury,
church’ a) bathetic culture | have seen in America, the

as crude, cheap, and common.”
tion Ar°Ud ~ r' “bed have thought of the poor first Salva-
'IDito s ~ uuder General Peter ? For our part, we do not
tat Woeo .~ere Mr. Aked’s “ jesthetic culture” comes in,

»hat th Wistl him i°y his "luxury and wealth.” It is
0 sentimentalists all prize—when they cm get it.

»it-lhhubject of the relation of religion and moralsis always
adiscr'V. W~Ah a decline in attachment to doctrines, and
~Pteci*! fundamental religious opinions, one can
@Qtect’ re'lsi°nists striving to establish a necessary
t)(iat j 10n betweeu the two. To prove that ethics cannot
ts §j. any highly developed form apart from religion is
JfSen, i°~ au article contributed to the Christian World
*tf&hg BtGher 16, and, like other articles of a similar trend,
cf « le achieve its purpose. Dr. Warschauer, the writer
°ftheo) C*. °Peus his thesis with a statement that is typical
sayd ,, hristian controversialist. “ As a matter of history,” he
N 4 treh8i<m bas always been tho guardian and fosterer of
'Jeas a™' an(f such as they are, our moral code and moral
the stat® Maose.°f the Christian religion.” The first part of
*ase, p F?1* *s only truo conditionally ; the second is quite
fiease th 1 1®011 has been the guardian of morality in the

i(., at *t has striven to take everything under its control,
that for as Postered morality in the sense that it encouraged
this, thof0”™ ac“i°n held to bo religiously right. Apart from
have be that all tho wider humanitarian moral ideas
apart frQUJ e.*tber opposed by organised religion or grown up
a &atetnm 't® influence, shows how false to the facts is such
code ¢r Nor is it true that our moral ideas and moral
tatth that 108 Christianity. There is not a society on
tthics Of ”~akes even an attempt to put into practice the
Raider tle ~ow Testament, and, for our own part, wo
lacas of 118 anything but an unadulterated evil. The moral
~hich aran”™ P°ople are born of a number of causes, none of
lli fhat O '?* necessity religious. The most that can be said

are ° ‘ii‘OUs beliefs also have their influence, and this
» tscha, n°t concerned to deny. Only wo invito Dr.
b e’ted UUt 8 attention that religion has most clearly
QQ»E.W *nc' in directions such as those of witch

! otosy hunts, intolerance, etc.

Bt,
WCt°h betCllaner alao say®. “ Whethor there be a vital con-
j °Uld apDxWeeu religion and morality or no, there certainly
a biorahj ®at to h° a close connection between irreligion and
j aavin ? lu the widest sense of the word.” There may be
tl fotta. in fho last four words, but it is at least cryptic
daf thisi8 '°r. h*r. Warschauer’s benefit wo may point out
pQaais, with3*0 " le roverso of the fact. The purely criminal
bJf'fed thi8 raro. exceptions, religious. Criminologists have
pl 'ef doefd °lit time after time, whilo tho fact that religious
fQuae'-~that < cbeck immorality is almost a pulpit common-
6 ' P'reefij 19 when the occupants thereof aro not “ going
lea Qnnecf’ht ~e d° not suggest that thoro is a neces-
~ t Qeai lou between religion and immorality, but it is at
h«ta'ity- n °of fhat religious belief does not prevent im-
of ip 8crowdl' Warschauer asks, “ How many men in a

ttlQ driuh0)011 a racecourse, how many habitual frequontors

eshop, how many of those whose life is a search
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for material gratification are connected with any church, or
profess any religious belief ?”  Now if Dr. Warschauer could
arrange for the census to bo taken, we should be prepared to
abide by the result. Ho would find, as others have found by
experience, that it is precisely the class whose ideals are of
the poorest type that would repudiate the idea of being
irreligious, and who would be most virulent in their opposi-
tion to Freethought.

Christian credulity is endless, and Christian imposture
keeps pace with it. Someone sends us a Tract, with no
name and address on it, but doubtless issued by some pious
Society, containing (as historical) the fabulous letter of
Publius Lentulus to the Roman Senate concerning the death
of Jesus Christ. Scholars have given this document up for
the last hundred and fifty years as a contemptible forgery.
But it seems to be still doing duty amongst the ignorant
mob of believers—for the profit of the charlatans who
flourish on their folly.

A man of God exclaims, “ There are people who, horrified
at the cruelties of life, and unable to explain the problem of
evil, have denied the very existence of God, and have retired
into sullen discontent.” This statemont is a good example
of the reckless manner in which preachers trifle with words.
It contains two pernicious falsehoods. Atheists aro not
deniers of the existence of God, nor do they dwell in “ sullen
discontent.”  Englished, atheist becomes no-godist, and
atheism, no-godism. Hence, Atheists are people devoid of
any doctrine of God, and who regard every such doctrine as
groundless and false. Having no knowledge of God, they
naturally live without him; and in this sense Agnosticism
and Atheism aro synonymous.

Unbelief in God, however, instead of leading to " sullen
discontent,” is productive of a courage that takes life as it is
and endeavors to make the most of it. It is Christian
Theists, believtrs in a God of love, who should “ retire into
sullen discontent,” as they contemplate the cruelties of life,
and tho problem of evil, not Atheists.

What a word-spinning gamo is modern religion 1 Give a
clorgyman a word and he deduces from it—if he is let
alone—a whole system of theology. Here, for instance, is
the Rev. E. W. Lewis, who succeeds in deducing from
modern scientific theories of tho nature of matter a complete
system of Christian Theism. Scientists say that the old
conception of matter as inert is obsolete. Mattor, in fact,
is everywhere active. The ultimate fact in tho universe is
force or energy. On this enlarges Mr. Lewis. Energy being
there, he says, it is living energy. A quite gratuitous
assumption, since life means animal life or nothing, and
science has not yet reached the point of picturing tho uni-
verse as a huge animal. But if the universe is built up of
energy, says Mr. Lewis, it can only exist in God ; it is living
energy; there is universal life. Again, if wo find that the
universe has a *“ rational base”—a perfectly idiotic but
parsonic equivalent for our ability to frame an intelligible
concept of tho world—the world is a manifestation of uni-
versal mind. Further, science tells us that the ultimato
corpuscles are in a state of motion and continually forming
combinations.  Therefore there is purpose in tho world.
Further still, history tells us that tho universal purpose is
universal love, and because we aro part of tho universe,
therefore “ | and the Father are one.” As Dominio Sampson
would say, “ Prodigious I’ In the ordinary way religion is
absurd enough ; but when it is blended with misunderstood
science and spurious philosophy its absurdity almost defies
characterisation.

At last, the Rov. R. J. Campbell has discovered tho “ real
Fall.” The word “ Adam ” stands for “ the flawless humanity
as it exists etornally in the mind of God.” Eden was not a
spot of earth, but represented the ideal sphere in which man,
tho image of God, existed before his descent into mattor.
The roal fall was the hedging of this divine life, this lioavonly
humanity, with fleshly limitations involving a severance from
eternal purity and splendor. It is true that Mr. Campbell
has only rediscovered this groat truth, but it comes upon
Christendom with all tho force of a new discovery. At any
rate, the puzzling point is now finally settled, and settled in
such a way that Genesis and Science may join hands and
swear eternal friendship.

Mr. R. J. Campbell has flung logic to tho winds and glories
in being inconsistent and self-contradictory. Ho tells us
that, in spito of limitations and maladjustments, humanity
is slowly ascending “ towards its goal in the universal which
is God.” Evidently, then, Gc-d and the universal life aro
synonymous torms. As everybody knows, the universal life
does not exist save in the abstract, or as tho Bum total of
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individual lives. Either way, God cannot be a person, but
exists only as an idea. And yet the very number of the
Christian Commonwealth, in which Mr. Campbell identifies
the universal life and God, contains a prayer by the same
preacher addressed to God as Father. *“ Eternal Father,”
he says, “ it is very sweet to draw near together unto thee.
....... Our Father, we entreat thee........Our Father, we ask,
etc.” Fancy asking favors of an idea, or calling the uni-
versal life, or life in the abstract, or the sum total of indi-
vidual lives, Eternal Father! On bis feet, the City Temple
oracle is a Pantheist; on his knees he always reverts to the
old orthodoxy. In other words, ho preaches one God and
prays to another.

The following appears in “ Mr. Campbell's Column”
(which was three columns) in last week’s Christian Common-
wealth—the “ League” meaning the new *“ Progressive
League,” of which Mr. Campbell is President:—

“ Agnosticism and the L eague.

In response to questions on the subject of Agnostics
joining the League, it is well to state that some time ago the
Executive Committee had the matter under consideration,
and unanimously passed a resolution to the effect that if
any person were willing to accept the principle and objects
of the League no one had any right to inquire as to his
specific religious opinions. If ever the League exercises the
right of excommunication it will not be on account of creed.
At the same time, it should be pointed out that the League
was formed for the purpose of bringing Liberal Christians
together. It was not anticipated that Agnostics would wish
to join us. But as apparently there are many Agnostics
who are not unfriendly to religion, and who wish to be
associated with us in service in a religious atmosphere, we
give them welcome. As the League, however, does not
exist to propagate Agnosticism, and the general spirit of the
League is far removed from that temper of mind, we rely
upon the loyalty of individual members not to take advan-
tage of our platform to present views which run counter to
our religious convictions.”

It is wonderful what a curious lot of 1Agnostics” are known
to professional Christians.  Some of these reverend gentle-
men carry about a tame Agnostic, who assures people
(through the reverend gentleman’s lips) that the Christian
creed, although, alas, he is unable to believe it, is infinitely
superior to his own unhappy opinions. When the names
and addresses of these “ Agnostics ” is asked for they are
never forthcoming. We do not accuse Mr. Campbell of
unveracity or insincerity; we simply say that he must be
mistaken. The “ Agnostic ” who wants to join a League of
Christian superstitionists is odd enough to be exhibited in a
museum.

An Orange crowd at Portadown gave the police a lot of
trouble, and some of the rioters were run in. Amongst the
charges laid against them was this—that they sang an
Orange song, which ran as follows:—

“ We are the true-born sons of Levi,
None on earth can with us compare ;
We are the root and branch of David.”
Orangemen evidently have a good conceit of themselves.
The reign of the saints is coming—and they aro the saints.

Kev. J. G. Lax, vicar of Stainmore, Westmoreland, was
set upon by young men and lads late on Monday night,
September 13, stripped naked and besmeared with tar, and
“ subjected to other indignities.” He was then tied up to a
gate, and a lady who was with him was tied up in the same
way. Such hooliganism is to be severely condemned, and
the reverend gentleman has our sympathy. So has the lady.
But we wonder what it was all about.

The London Star has been busying itself about the Lax
case, and we judge that there is moro in it than meets the
eye. We aro wondering now if the reverend gentleman will
welcome a police-court investigation.

What curious notions some people havo of God's goodness 1
Here is what tho Lady Margaret Professor of Divinity of
Cambridge thinks of it. “ God,” ho says, “is never in a
hurry. With inexhaustible patience He watches poor
wilful humanity grasping its way in the dark and generally
stumbling against every possiblo object boforo it finds it's
true.” Good God1l A touch of the hand, a sound of a
voice, a little guidance at tho right moment, might put
humanity on the right path, and so save thousands of years
of Buffering. But no; God watches with “ inexhaustible
patience ” mankind blundering and stumbling along, and
when it has discovered what is beneficial, expects it to go
down on its knees and praise him for his kindness and fore-
thought. A parent whose patienco was so “ inexhaustible ”
as to watch his child groping along until it fell down an open
trap and so maimed or killed itself, would have somo pretty
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strong things said about him by a magistrate or a cot
But “ God is never in a hurry.” He can sit up aloftw ,
ing the performance, and, presumably, enjoying the P
So again we say, Good God 1

Before doing anything for man God insists upon "
his “ utter trust,” which proves him to bo a sham Lrg
real God would win confidence by doing, instead of m °
confidence the one essential condition of doing.

Charles Henry Smith, a churchwarden at Walsall
lucky man. His thefts from his employers went back a
as 1903. A parson and other religious gentlemen gave *
dence of character ” and he was let off with a month )
second division. Truly godliness is great gain.

A Rip Van Winkle correspondent of the Ybrf«f“r" ~
suggested that last Sunday, September 19, should be »
of “ special prayer in all churches and chapels for the IR
needed fine weather for the ingathering of the h n
“ It is a most pitiable sight,” he said, “to note the eo
after day wot in the fields, and tho farmer belples3 D
matter.” No doubt. But what a God this g¢g°n <ore
worships 1 A God who lets his children’s food ro
their eyes (and his) for want of a little sunshine, an »
help them in the slightest degree unless they go O
their marrow bonos and beseech him to act decently-

a

Professor James, the liveliest of present-day psychologist®
has the “ will to believe » in a futuro life, and he basWWw
been dealing with the alleged communications made by
spirit of tho late Richard Hod%son, Presi m%fdiréi’rk
American Psychical Research Society, through the W
ship of the famous Mrs. Piper. The report of these aDd
communications ” seems to us most dreadful rubbi ~ ea
we scarcely understand how Professor James can trea c;03

seriously. He admits, indeed, that they are not °onV.i)at a
“ If you are willing beforehand,” he says, “ to alio' erfect
half-awakened spirit may come and mix its 1 V y(a

memories with tho habits of the trance-automism a i3
apperceive tho message sympathetically, what y°a “gist

entirely congenial with your hypothesis. But if y° gjal
that nothing but knock-down evidence for the spin
be counted, then since what comes is also compati
natural causes, your hardness of heart remains 0  afion

and you continue to explain things by automatic per ,. 00gbt
and accidental coincidence, with perhaps a dash o Jiiiug
transference thrown in.” Professor James saysb e >

about a dash of trickery and deception, although ~Oe
know that tho majority of “ mediums” have be
than suspected of occasional fraud.

Anglicans and Unitarians have been at logger jfl twW

Buxton. They havo been holding rival rncotin, _

market-place, and late one night a Churchman jieV.
Unitarians if they believed in the blood of j( ffant
George Street, the Unitarian ministor, said: “ry. 80 it
go homo with your blood and make black pun
Whereupon there were cries of “ Shame I” c*ceet s»“1
drowning.” “ | am prepared to apologise,” “ r- , fl'cf*
“ but you talk about blood as if you washod in

why not ? According to tho Bible, you have to' , rjstian

tho blood of the Lamb to be saved; and what ™ ~gGatlB
going to scruple at a blood bath as the Pric®
heaven ?

. BEtary sdoofl@hiSr’n ?2ubt to _bo BtoPPed in
is necegsarxy/ I8 5\%"&,}41%%3@#%@( &%QE%A
dispense with it. We see that the Teachers gcbool> " -
Miss Houghton, mistress of a Willesden C°um” a jjtite ~

was summoned for assaulting Leonard f‘ar - '{jacti°’B "

of eight. Being withdrawn from religious i® ac3
was placed in a room by himself during Pra®, , place- ~
is alleged to have thrown inkpots all over eg oD jl
denied that ho had touched them, and was be
hand for the “ untruth,” The mother said mag a of
for two or three days in consequence, but gen. ™t
“ did not believe the punishment had been un. apd OM

improperly inflicted.” Well, that is bis pPinlf ¢jgbt °™td
people have a right to differ. A little child ®j9
not to bo left in a room by itself, and a hO To b elt?
defence of wrakness against brutal strongr T, o ¢y re
child on the hand with a hard object shows veBtoffl.kati”
or gross physiologigal ignorance. Wo Bvnffitbou*fipitil ™
that teachers who cannot manage chjldren ., foe

have mistaken theif vocation. Is it possible aaence
being withdrawn from religious instruction

the teacher and the magistrate ?
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

ShoZ' SePteml>er 26, St. James’s Hall, Great Portland-street,
-inT?’, at 7-30- "Shakespeare’s Testing of Religion.”
le Merchant of Venice, etc.

° fc 3 Glasgow 10, Leicester;
~ Uyu-Lond

7, Manchester ;

17, 24, and 31, St.«James’s

14, Liverpool; 28, Birmingham.

To Correspondents.
J’ r n AN
10"i;JL? i"b Lecture E ngagements.—October 3, Manchester;
Tns'p eJames’s Hall; 24, Glasgow. December 19, Leicester.
Previn*81?8*11'8 H onorarium Fond : Annual Subscriptions.—
John r acknowledged, £242 12s. Received since. —
fl.
~ a»]bemy Defence F und.—John Latham, £1.

thinGa .~hat you say is only too true. But the sad state of

becom W& only be altered as men see through Christianity and

mCain 6.,%er'0U8 Freethinkers. The freethinking element is the
Il. (jQaSalt  Pretty nearly every advanced movement.

promr ~ — Thanks for your good wishes and your efforts to

lectin? 6 °ur escalation. You will see that Mr. Foote is

cnH;,In® a*1 Manchester in November. Thanks also for
E. It S8 See“ Acid Drops.”

— ~bat the “ new subscriber” is a B.Sc and L.C.P.

Freetf,-! aurPr*se us. The common outside notion that the
Our nnc!'r is “ written for illiterates ” is quite comically false.
tr,s,readers belong to the thoughtful section of all classes,
Wo0j3 and Professions.
Jewgl™'  Aoa are quite right. Christian treatment of the

rr 1Bone °f the most awful chapters in human history.
ComAlDai>ir~G'ad y°u are dealing with the Ferrer case in
d° r<d- 7 e dealt with it in our leading article last week, and

aimv See wbat more we can do, though we would gladly do
Qa Ing Possible.

" inten BON' ~

I

o

'AOU say you would find our Shakespeare lectures
~anch8t interesting” and wish you could hear them at
Well 6 ,r’ or one of them—the lecture on Hamlet for choice.
Place' We hard'y bnow what to say. London is an exceptional
tW ' OWIng to its size, and we are able to draw an audience

into? !'Ven if a number of true-blue Freethinkers are un-

samWMEd apg Btay away.  Shakespeare is not everybody’'s
P. tel60*’ *ndeed>we fear he is still “ caviare to the general.”
*W jkes.—Quite suitable. Thanks.

L Rev. J. H. Townsend, of Tunbridge Wells
8that ” D.D.’s” may be very simple persons—with very

A,r ragjcongregations.
aiip .. mu8t have overlooked your request. We " shy” at
Atli ratU't°us labels. We accept Freethinker, Secularist, and
Sonls™ which seem quite enough for one lifetime. Why
invent y76 Wear aa many as our friends (or enemies) choose to

{"",Hoss— You are free to eclipse the Freethinker and the
than" *y°u can. If you can destroy Christianity quicker
Yy p can we shall accept the fact with great cheerfulness.
P, ty’ ALL—Much obliged for cuttings.
<dur readers help us, and indirectly themselves, by
J, 'nS as useful cuttings.
J°,N *IBV— See paragraph. Thanks.
enciceAT®AM (Transvaal) writes : “ According to promise |

y°a r80 wm*or Ihe Blasphemy Defence Fund. | congratulate
G. g eartily on your action throughout.”

day BRlIg—Glad tg hage your manly Je¥ef: Far too much
Batural P e made of book knowledge. Common sense is a
'®e cant « owrnent, and is quite as likely to be possessed by
~°a’'t foain a ahip as by the greatest scholar in the world,
jj’bother wit momen?* imagine that we look down on men of mere

gau”r- Glad the Iconoclasts’ Cricket Club (with Sunday
Passed v- Prospering. Also that your brother, who has just
hearg *na Matriculation with honors in English literature, has
PreSeej~ ° °f our Shakespeare lectures and been “ much im-
Qofi\ ,’  Shelley was an Atheist (without belief in a personal
a _ass’ e 8 “est> Me never called Atheists “ tyrants.” He
1jQ Ociata “ tyrants” with “ the priests of the bloody faith."
"«hastff-TWe note that you thought the Lear lecture
Nay Thanks for the rest of your letter, which we
il[Eta0tUrn ‘0 next week.
Jitter «?*!—Tuesday morning is late. We will deal with your
~°faltv, We®k. Mr. Foote’'s subjects at Glasgow are “ The
of ¢ij  uureof Christianity ” and “ Shakespeare’'s Philosophy
“* E. p”~In Hamlet, etc."
mPteaentS‘ﬁ’ T With pleasure. Mr. Foote is in good form at
P. Beems hkely to remain so.
N g h ~ 0*'—Glad to see your share of the correspondence,
r Iﬂa:t](f&)l{ %sigsfn_s_g Iilyaste of time to argue with such people.
B8 not your iau]lte .
n -)fzéltor o]# the Freethinker should be addressed
ao*Ra jor 8tl®'Street, Farringdon-street,E.C.
°neer p “feature should be sent to the Manager of the
T»Qdnottnf?S8 2 Newcastle-Btreet, Farringdon-street, E.C.,
* *rtethi the Editor.
IN*0® Post*»*' Wdl
wB

forwarded direot from the publishing
R |¥60’ at 1110 following rates, prepaid:—One year,
year, Ss. 3d. ; three months 2s, 8d,
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Sugar Plums.

Mr. Foote had another good audience at St. James’s Hall
on Sunday evening, when he delivered the third of his
course of Shakespearean lectures on “ Shakespeare's View
of Evil ” as illustrated in Othello and Macbeth. Once more
he was listened to with profound attention and enthusiasti-
cally applauded at the close. Mr. A. B, Moss acted as chair-
man. A good many “ saints” who have not yet attended
these lectures may hurry up for the last. A peculiarity of
Mr. Foote's audiences this month has heen the considerable
proportion of ladies and strangers.

The fourth and last of Mr. Foote's lectures on “ The
Master's Mind” will be delivered at St. James’'s Hall
to-night (Sept. 26). The special subject for his lecture is
“ Shakespeare’'s Testing of Religion—in the Merchant of
Venice, etc.” This is a subject that has been almost (if not
quite) entirely neglected by the commentators, and we

believe it will prove to be profoundly interesting.

There is something very amusing, although it has a serious
aspect, in the boycott of the President of the National
Secular Society by the London press. When he lectures
directly against Christianity they cannot condescend to
notice him. When he lectures on other subjects they find
fresh excuses. He is a wicked Atheist and is therefore to
be tabooed under all circumstances. Moreover, he is a man
of convictions, and of honest utterance, and as such is an
eyesore to the “ gentlemen of the press.” Even his lectures
on a theme like Shakespeare, in a hall like St. James’s, must
not be noticed. It will not do to say that the lectures are
not worth noticing. The audiences know a great deal better.
One auditor, a scholar and a writer himself, in a letter to
Mr. Foote says: “ You have studied Shakespeare to some
purpose. Your lectures are linspired,’ by far the best |
have ever heard or read. | never had greater intellectual
enjoyment.” Such a tribute shows, perhaps, that the
common press is quite wise, from its own paltry point of
view, in boycotting the lecturer.

During the first two Sundays in October the St. James'’s
Hall platform will be occupied by Mr. C. Cohen and Mr.
J. T. Lloyd. Their subjects will be announced in our adver-
tising columns. We hope the London Freethinkers will seo
that the interest raised by Mr. Foote’'s course of lectures is
sustained, and that his colleagues are greeted by good meet-
ings, as everybody knows they deserve to be. A special
effort should be made to secure excellent audiences on both
occasions. -

Tho Bethnal Green Branch is extending its open-air lectur-
ing in Victoria Park through October, partly to advertise the
St! James’s Hall meetings. Mr. Cohen is the lecturer this
afternoon (Sept. 26). He is a favorite there.

Mr. Foote opens next Sunday
Branch’'s winter lecturing season at the Secular Hall,
Brunswick-street. No doubt there will be a strong rally
of tho local “ saints ” at both lectures (12 noon and 6.30 p.m.)
We hear that a good many are comiDg in from the surround-
ing district. On October 10 Mr. Foote opens the winter
lecturing season at the Secular Hall, Leicester.

(Oct. 3) the Glasgow

Mr. J. T. Lloyd opens the Manchester Branch's new
lecture season with two lectures on Sunday, October 3.
We hope the district Freethinkers will rally round him
and give him the support he deserves. Mr. Lloyd is a
man of great ability and fine eloquence, as well as sterling
character.

We are far from rejoicing over the necessity for appealing
for immediate help for Justice. We have nothing to do with
its Socialism, one way or another; but we are bound to
admit that any honest and earnest paper, written by men of
ability, must do good in stirring up the sleepy intelligence of
the average Britisher. The greatest danger to any nation is
its going to sleep. But with all its earnestness, honesty, and
ability, Justice is still not self-sustaining. Why, then, should
it be surprising that the Freethinker, which advocates the
most unpopular of all causes, is not a paying concern ? We
are not making any special appeal on its behalf, but we
venture to point out that subscribers to the President's
Honorarium Fund are helping us to maintain the Freethinker
at its present high standard. We draw no salary for all our
editorial work, and we bear the responsibility of the deficit
in addition. It is a lessening deficit, we are happy to say,
but it has to be borne until it disappears. We trust, there-
fore, that “ saints” who have not yet subscribed to the
President’s Fund during 1909 will do so without delay.
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Hall Caine's Latest.

Bernard Shaw once caused widespread amusement
by asking “Who is Hall Caine?” at a time when the
author of The Manxman was at the zenith of his
literary career. The Shavian jest was characteristi-
cally incisive and unflattering. The gibe also con-
tained a truth. Although Hall Caine is a voluminous
author, his many works do not bear the impress of
intellect. The idol of the patrons of the circulating
libraries, he simply does not count in the world of
ideas. This is not to say that Hall Caine has no
merits. He can tell a story as well as any of his
rivals, and he has a fine, if trammelled, imagination.
His greatest drawback is that his stories move along
the plane of the conventional and the commonplace.
Whenever he tries to break away from this tendency
his characterisation becomes theatrical and tawdry.

Especially is this noticeable in The Christian. The
hero of The Manxman carries the sympathies of the
reader with him; but the hero of The Christian is
simply an anadulterated nuisance.

In his latest work, The White Prophet, Hall Caine
breaks fresh ground and essays a far more difficult
task than before. The scene of the plot is laid in
Cairo and Khartoum, and the author has presented
his readers with some realistic pen pictures of
Oriental life. Whilst reading one can almost see
the white-walled towns under the blazing eastern
sun, the mosques and their minarets, the devout
Moslems falling upon their knees with their faces
towards Mecca. The story is that of a young officer,
Gordon Lord, a colonel in the British Army in occu-
pation of Egypt. He is the son of Lord Nuneham,
the great pro-consul, who in the early years of his
rule, won the hearts of the Egyptians by the justice
of his rule. Intoxicated with power, however, Lord
Nuneham surrounds himself with weak men. In
his attempts to govern the country by violence and
to suppress a new Mahdi, Ishmael Ameer, the Consul
issues an order to his son Gordon, which Gordon
thinks will lead to unnecessary bloodshed. Gordon,
objecting to the seeming injustice, refuses to obey
and is degraded. In the Beene which follows, General

Graves, to whose daughter, Helena, Gordon is
engaged, is flung to the ground and dies. Gordon
repents and goes in penance to Ishmael Pasha’s

camp. Helena, thinking that Ishmael is her father’s
murderer, sets herself to ruin him, and to learn his
plans, marries him. Ishmael informs her of his schemes
and she betrays him to Nuneham. Gordon hearing
this, goes in Ishmael’s place, and is captured .and sent-
enced to death. He is ultimately pardoned and he
finally marries Helena whom the prophet had divorced.

The story, it will bo seen, is frankly melodramatic,
and incidentally presents a considerable opportunity
for pressing homo Hall Caine’s peculiar views of
Christianity and Mohammedanism. The author’s
chief aim seems to be to stir in the Christian the
emotionalism which he seeks to show is the leading
feature of Mohammedanism. It is difficult to appre-
ciate Hall Caine’s comparisons from a Freethought
point of view. Ishmael Ameer preaches that all
religions, originally well intentioned, have becomo
corrupt, and ho urges a sentimental humanitarianism.
The White Prophet’s character is a medley of fanati-
cism and childishness, whilst his antagonist, Lord
Nuneham, is the only virile character in the book.
Even Gordon Lord, who is intended to represent a
paragon of virtue, is only a sentimentalist with the
noble firmness of the mule. In real life, such a man
would necessarily wreck his career by sheer wrong-
headedness, and Hall Caine has to use all his art to
make the opposite conclusion plausible.

The book is worth reading alike for its picturesque
setting and its suggestivenoss. Some of the thoughts
put into the mouths of the various characters, and
the author’s reflections are quite good in their way,
such as:—

" Civilisation jnhKkilling religion.”
" Christian civilisation is little better than an organised
hypocrisy.”
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“1f Islam for its handmaidens has divorce and P°y
gamy, Christianity has drunkenness and prostitution-

“ Christians are praying in their churches for
yet they are increasing their armaments every day-

“He was asking himself whether, if his poor C°P .
wife was doomed to hell as an unbeliever, he U

ever bo happy in heaven.” .a
“ The mightiost thing on earth is an outraged mot

in the presence of her dead.” a
“ Christianity is a funeral mute while Islam IB

dancmg girl.” i
* There may be pieric acid in prayers as won »

bombs.” , jie
“ Is there one man alive who will dare to say that ~

actually orders his life according to the precepts
Christ? If so, he is either a liar or a fool.”

Hall Caine has written a readable novel wbic
will delight his numerous admirers. As a n
contribution to literature the book has no clam
prolonged consideration. The psychology of
religions enthusiast seems utterly beyond
author’'s power. As it is, the White Prophet is
a sign of the times. It is the sentimentalism 0
New Theology carried into the pages of thein '
and it is only Hall Caine’s mastery of his art rvjne
prevents the whole thing being absurd. Hall
is always at his best when he keeps to the con ~
tional and the commonplace. In such a wo S
Ilic White Prophet he shows the limits of his p° @
and this cannot add to his reputation. In 8

he has attempted a sympathetic study O
Mohammedan religion, his book is interesting.
the chief objection is that ho imparts a_senti n
emotionalism to that creed which is quite for &
it*

Hall Caine makes one of his characters P

General Gordon as a “ romantio person who n

fond of guiding his conduct by reference 4fir
prophet Isaiah,” and the allusion hits off t jjug
himself. Hall Caine is far too fond o
Christian ideas in Mohammedanism; hu
White Prophet is only a melodramatio nove
not much matter. VERDANT
The Narratives in Genesis—XIlI.
Tiie Tower of Babel.
(Continued from p. 604.) ~ N os

In Genesis, chapter xi., the Yahvist ”r~ friflogaaged
an account of the origin of the diversity o

and of the distribution of peoples speaki S ifl 8°~
dialects to different parts of the eart

runs as follows:— e
“ And the whole oarth was of ono jouruo®

ono speech. And it came to pass as gjjiur*-

cast that they found a plain in the laud -~er,

thoy dwolt there. And thoy said onoto aB( a to

lot us mako brick....... let us build usac”. ug ru»8 "0

whoso top may roach unto heaven, au face O

a name lost wo bo scattered abroad up

whole earth.” ¢eBCe® . {0
From this statement wo learn that 1 0 pla®
of Noah, in travelling eastward, cam :a Babyl i
“ the land of Shinar’—that is city , Nl
—and there they proposed to bui oBionmO
should bo a rallying point or centre .jgoto”

the people of that time. The oity wa beavel\t” @
a citadel “ whose top might reach n

latter phrase signifying simply * of g opor ~
in Dout. i. 28, and ix. 1. After bu °° orfe
had commoncod, the god Yahve > .0 tbO dg®

throne above the clouds, board tbo ffl0 doWwD,
men woro making. “ And ¢ chil<3rOI\ °Cf
the city and tbo tower, which “®e, nen doi® i0oJ
builded.” [Hero a sontonoe has ‘ ato b tfh°
narrative which rolatod theg god s« Yflb4Vgftiy
Turning 19 his angels or fellow 8gkugral C'hy thel(
disapproved of the men’s idea °fI[I1arg 000i°&othei
“ Go to, let ns go down, arld j oo 1
language, that they may not ub< 0"

speoch." This was forthwith do
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“ So Yaliveh scattered them abroad from thence upon
the face of all the earth; and they left off to build the
city. Therefore was the name of it called Babel;
because Yahveh did there confound the language of all
the earth : and from thence did Yahveh scatter them
abroad upon the face of all the earth.”

Here it should be noted that it was not the tower,
, . the city, which was named Babel—and the
adding of this city is represented as interrupted
a*d left unfinished.
th OwW city here called “ Babel ” was no other
an the great oity of Babylon, the capital of the
abylonian empire. “ Babel” is the Hebrew form
, ,0,name called “ Babylon.” Why the name
°nld 'n this chapter be given as “ Babel,” and in
. other plaoe in the Old Testament be rendered
th On” *8 a mystery, unless it was done to hide
Ofact that the building of the city named in this
ofy was not only begun, but was continued until
work was completed—notwithstanding the state-
Mt made in this veracious narrative. It may be,
p i ‘ka’ " Habal,” and not “ Babylon,” is em-
readu ““acH®pter in order that it may be more
th « Perceived that the name was derived from
fte.Hebrew balal “ to confound.” If this be so, the
ethod adopted has failed ; for it is now well known

at “ Bab-el ” means, not “ confusion,” but “ the
gate of god.”
fesQ comrnOnts upon this mythical story Pro-
ha Bay8: “ No Babylonian parallel to the

of Th Ve Mas as yet tieen discovered.” In the case
j, “Q Deluge he candidly admits that “ there can
ii doubt that the true origin of the Biblical

the p/Ve T *° t°un”™ in the Babylonian story of
fimlt. °d>" etc. In this case, however, ho is more
dootfal. Ho says

.1Ltt does seem a not improbable conjecture that some
gigantic tower-like building in Babylon, which had
either been left unfinished, or fallen into disrepair, gave
ilse to the story. The tower in question has been sup-
posed by somo to be the celebrated zikkurat of E-zida,
ee great temple of Nebo, in Borsippa (a city almost
contiguous to Babylon on the S.W.), the ruined romains
ef which form the huge pyramidal mound called Birs
Nitnroud. This zikkurat, remarkable enough, Nebu-
chadnezzar states had been built partially by a former
"'ng, but not completed....... Nebuchadnezzar restored

GH 87°nS ago 881876 a cuneiform inscription was dis-
Mth— witiich may possibly have some connection
thufi 6 Hible story; but the tablet is so very much
the 1a‘'ex that it is difficult to get a clear idea of
a0 Matter recorded. This appears to be that at
UQO uoknown date a certain unnamed king corn-
's 8C> ‘° build a zikkurat or temple mound—that
Cre VOra™massive terraces, decreasing in size, built
altarU*On another, on the uppermost of which an
'hg t ° riXetnP"e was feared. This work was displeas-
’ 2 ~na “ the father of all the gods,” apparently
thou 70 “ Habylon corruptly to sin went ” and “ the
Workntig of fhwir Mexvia were BiL® Tb step the
ehtir i 8 “ ho their strong place in the night
8ball y an en”™ be made," he “ confounded great and
chn i°.? *be mound,” and “ made strange their

itaPoded " ~°r “ 80ech"]i and “ their progress he

say8e«fnrence ‘° t'bis fragmentary tablet Dr. Driver
Posit:. -Pbore are no sufficient grounds for the sup-
to, a hbat the confusion of tongues is referred
iollder Or the meanings of the two crucial words
trenjf,) ,' 8trong place’ and *speech’ are both ex-
~bich ~ .abtful.” It is unfortunate that this tablet

th ymontly refers to a zikkurat in Babylon itself
‘hleavo ~ er °* Babel ”—should bo so mutilated as

50 doubt ° ma“ Gr doubtful. At any rate, there is

Niblp _ 1 as to the unhistorical character of the
Anarrative.

fi->es.OXA ~ niOfco ‘he, origin of the diversity of
a*tferent ~°°ording to the story in Genesis, all the
e*'aen0 *an8uagos spoken on the earth oame into
the 1° ?n.one and the same day. Up to the time
V1‘bis of this city and tower all tho men
~bvelF ane' 8P°ko but one language; then the god
oatno do-wn and confounded their tongues
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and new languages were born. On this never-to-be-
forgotten day men simultaneously forgot their mother
tongue which they had been speaking all their lives,
and, at the same time, suddenly acquired a multitude
of new and strange words which they had never
heard spoken before—and they knew by intuition
the exact meanings of the n8W sounds without ever
having had the trouble of learning them. We know,
of course, that a child learns a language by hearing
the same words spoken over and over again, and that
one born deaf is dumb also, not because of any
defeot in the vocal organs, but simply because he
could not imitate sounds which he had never heard
spoken. This old-fashioned method of learning a
language was now set aside, and new dialects were
acquired by the instantaneous process. This sudden
change of language applied, of course, only to the
men who were engaged in building the city and
tower. But what about the women and children
who took no part in the work, and were, no doubt,
miles away from the place when the change was
effeoted ? Did these also forget their mother tongue
and acquire a new one at the same time as the men ?
The inspired writer evidently forgot all about the
existence of these people—which fact is another
indication of the character of the story.

According to the narrative in Genesis, mankind
were not only of one language, but of one race ; but
after the confusion of tongues and the people had
been “ scattered abroad upon the face of the whole
earth” new and diverse races were formed. This is
evident; for all the races of mankind of the present
day are said to have sprung from the descendants of
Noah who received their languages at Babel. The
change of tongue was thus aocoompanied or followed
by a change of race. In endeavoring to account
for the different races of men known in his day, the
Hebrew writer took into account only the languages.
He did not know that diversity of language is
dependent, in nearly all cases, upon diversity of race.
Diversity of language, in fact, is not the cause, but
the result, of men being “ scattered abroad upon the
face of the earth ” And, as says Professor Sayce,
“ diversity of race is older than diversity of language.”
Ages before the date of the Biblical “ confusion of
tongues ” (B.C. 2284) when, according to the Bible
narrative, “ the whole earth was of one language
and of one speech,” there were in existence at least
three distinct races speaking radically different
languages—the old Akkadian, the semitio Babylonian,
ancf the Egyptian, and, no doubt, many more. We
have thus incontrovertible evidence, if suoh bo
needed, of the fictitious character of the narrative.

When a Bible story has been shown to be untrue,
one would think that it would cease to be regarded
as tbe word of God. This, however, appears to be
not the case. Dr. Driver, for instance, says of the
Babel legend:—

“ That the narrative can contain no scientific or his-
torically true account of tho origin of different languages
is apparent from many indications........ The narrative
nevertheless emphasises Jehovah's supremacy over the
world; it teaches how the self-exaltation of man is
checked by God ; and it shows how the distribution of
mankind into nations, and diversity of language, aro
elements in His providential plan for the development
and progress of humanity.”

How a story giving an account of something that
never occurred can show or teach matters such as
those just mentioned is one of those things that no
one save a professor of theology has ever been able

to discover. ABRACADABRA.

(To be continued.)

Persecution is founded upon the fatal doctrine of salvation
by faith. This doctrine makes tho heretic more noxious
than a sorpent. A serpent poisons tho body, a horotic
poisons tho soul. If it be true that his teaching may draw
soulh to hell, human welfare demands his extermination.—
O. ]V. Foote, “ The Book of God.”
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Indifferentism.

There is a type of person frequently to be met with who is
a particularly dangerous enemy to the cause of Truth. |
mean the half-baked Agnostic. He is usually an accommo-
dating and adaptable individual, who, though he professes to
have embraced “ advanced ” and “ liberal ” opinions, does
not hold convinced views on anything. He is an entertaining
conversationalist, mildly cynical, always pleasant and smooth-
spoken. His oily smile is my pet aversion. Surely those
most concerned for the cause of Truth and Progress, which
is the cause of humanity, would prefer to deal with openly
avowed and professing Christians who are frankly hostile to
the Freethought movement rather than with those indi-
viduals who have a foot in each camp. Their color-blindness
makes them false teachers. Their outlook blurs distinctions
between right and wrong, truth and falsehood. Woe to those
who put their trust in them or seek for instruction from
them!

The effect of the teaching of such people is to keep
ignorant people indifferent as well as ignorant. It is only
by the path of knowledge men can hope to learn how best
to do their duty.

The half-baked Agnostic makes himself at home in any
community. He arrogates to himself the power of recon-
ciling all differences. To the truly and sincerely orthodox,
as to the real Rationalist, he can only be an object of con-
tempt. He is one of those who cry “ Peace, peace,” when
there is no peace. He is often a member of religious bodies.
In his relationship with his Church he professes a won-
derful catholicity, and expatiates on the power of the Spirit
of God. In his relationship with those who repudiate Chris-
tianity he pooh-poohs dogma, failing entirely to realise not
only that every Christian Church is constituted by rules and
standards based on the most explicit dogmas, but that he
himself is the veriest dogmatist. He affects to welcome all
efforts to extend knowledge and to encourage the exercise of
individual judgment on all matters affecting man’s origin
and destiny, while he mumbles prayers and creeds which
contain unqualified condemnation of any attempt to question
certain articles of belief which are described as fundamental
to the existence of the religious sect with which he is
associated.

Now, oil and water cannot be mixed. And a man cannot
be both a Freethinker and a Christian. People who think
such a thing to be possible must be pointedly told that any-
one who is a member of a Freethinking Society and also of
a Christian Church is not only defeating truth and serving
falsehood, but is lowering the standard of personal morality
and encouraging hypocrisy, cowardice, and mental indolence.
These gentlemen who try to face both ways tell us, when
they come in contact with a useful and well-behaved citizen
who is a Freethinker, that such an individual is a Christian
without knowing it. Such a presumptuous assertion is as
grotesque as it is impudent. It infringes all the canons of
decent controversy. Let us consider what it involves. It
undoubtedly represents the Freethinker either as an in-
capable ignoramus or a very stupid kind of liar. The retort
is obvious, though it can be no satisfaction to a Freethinker
to have to employ it. Mr. Facing-both-ways, who tries to
run with tho hare and hunt with the hounds, may fairly be
asked how ho knows that he is what he professes to bo.

But the man who tries to rido two horses at the samo time
is ultimately found out by fair-minded peoplo. And when
he is seen in his true colors he is bound to como to grief.
The effects of advertisement are no doubt enduring, but
falsehood and insincerity cannot bo bolstered up for ever by
tho cleverest intellectual acrobat.

Tho tyranny which simple-minded persons accept volun-
tarily is roally moro disastrous, becauso more insidions,
subtle, and subtorranean in its methods, than tho tyranny
imposed upon pooplo against their wills by a powerful des-
potism. Some Socialists who are Freethinkers have had
reason to rofer to tho intolerance attempted to bo used
against them by Socialists who aro Christians. But who
aro tho moro consistent: tho former or tho latter? Who
aro tho moro truo to tho essential principles of Socialism :
tho formor or tho latter ? Who aro tho moro honest in their
representation of Socialism to outsiders : tho formor or tho
latter ? It is to bo foared that there aro strong grounds for
holding that Socialists who aro Christians seek to enlist tho
sympathy, support, or co-operation of Christians who aro not
yet Socialists by toning down, so as to mako palatable to hopod-
for converts, the essential principles of Socialism. Socialists
bavo nothing to gain by bowing to opportunism or expediency.
If they bolievo that tlioy aro identified with a causo whoso
principles aro rightoous and truo, thoy must havo tho
assuranco that their principles will prevail, and thoy will
not tho sooner attain their goal by trimming their sails to
every popular breeze, obliterating distinctions and linos of
demarcation, and adopting tho policy of tho proselytising
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quibblers who, by making light of vital differences, or ewet*
glossing them over, seek to gain recruits. A temporal®
success gained by such methods will only make the nlti®8
disaster all the more crushing and devastating. The bones
and courageous man states what he really believes the r,8
course to be, without fear or favor. He scorns misreprese®
tation, concealment, or half-truths, however plausible. w
search is after Truth. That is his supreme purpose:
the conciliation of those who do not think with him by t
ing them that his own opinions do not actually differ »
theirs when he knows that they do, or by tickling their ea
with blarney to the effect that Truth is not only what
believes it is, but what they like to think it is. of
Aro we mistaken in declaring that the great prmmplﬁ
Socialism is that private property is wrong, and that
great bulk of the wealth, apart from trifling personal bejo
ings, should be public property ? Surely not. Canit, tn
fore, be consistently or honestly maintained by ®ocia’ost
that the conditions against which they so bitterly
are of Divine ordination ? But how can any Christian *
he Socialist or be he not—escape from such a P°Sitl
That is the universal Christian creed. A man cannot su
be a Christian who donies that God daily intervenesi ~
arrangement and management of human affairs. "° ~]jO
the system of private property come into existence | n
appointed some men to wealth and happiness and the
to poverty and misery ? Tho Christian Bible, far ~°morely
countenancing or condemning private property, not "™ j
regards it with approval, but plainly declares that i
Divine appointment. God is reported to have glv . rS
Patriarchs and Job and David and Solomon their posses ~
Clerics to-day continually refer to wealthy members to
ligious communities as having had their wealth S1 jeg.
them by God. They speak and pray about kingsan ~
men and magistrates as having been appointed 1
They pray at Christian weddings—at which serV!°cUiarly

N

silliest drivel continues to be solemnly mouthed, p ar_ ~gt
the story of Eve having been taken out of Adam ss' aod
the contracting parties may be blessed in their b8 O
their store. Christians—both cleric and laic—daily
material property for themselves or their relativesor  ~Qj
Do Socialists know these things, or do they n
what purpose is to be served, what help is to bo SIV ani

cause of progress by seeking to maintain, encou d >0D
teach indifferentism towards these highly impor ~ jalfe

siderations ? Nothing can be gainod by pandering j.veiy
hood, however plausibly advanced, howover a and
attired. Lot us have tho truth, the whole nOcoiD
nothing but the truth. With Carlyle we woU facts1

promisingly demand “ Facts, Facts, Feed mO,,0or peop”8
We havo been too long ruled and obsessed by o
opinions. . fans
Socialists Who profess to bo orthodox Chris ato
choose either horn of tho Uil which .ﬂ%iou
piHeed: Bk no causo is worth consideration ,ijerencO3
men, the leading exponents of which ignore vital ara
and distinctions, with tho view of attracting Pe*PfOHow

8Wisiifie of eccinsiw and despicablo course to iu.~
Mo big umbrolla 1S aud ~eir henchmen, who Pa\
out any particularle'V @¥=20  to sharo its shelter m

whom, with solicitn Inrd uiry as to tho opinions of those
appeal. 1Ctous and feverish anxiety, they tearlng

°rallsm advances. Reason most as?e”
superstition, proin,1! <1U” 1)jG forces of fear, igacr™P
Despotism can ,ni_'a“d intercst- ~owledgo is

truo freodotn__nm ~r?xia” alongside) of ignorance, an

only bo secured by the iRerease ef knowledgeaviiitiuase
mean an increased participation on the part o , ich ta®
number of men and women in tho movement « ndifforo™-
for its motto : “ Roason, tho Suporior Arbiter. fgelf
ism may bo encouraged by many apparently P> gr. butl
and it is well that wo should bo alivo to this a o

doom is sealed. gpiP® ®

her reign, notw!twi’,

Belfast-

by’

A Few Notes on
da*?’ ooe
oSt from its

Ace |ﬁﬁ§%&m°“'!tgama%>s Of CajoleRy 'and biaff- 0.

t|nU|ty ot crimo °1 tboir ro,igion a wonder

tllz)i(\)/roé)slgu f] 7r§°|aﬂ§l\.|/01ér§<d often mosttFendls

nol°nger bophnkT - Wwa tho weodS °l
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theMi «edulous and keep the pot boiling. In spite of
Ceivrrlercu*eatl labors, their bat-like hordes, and their incon-
an™a,je Power, Christianity was doomed from the outset,
tion5*” or*s  save it only served to aggravate the situa-
ev aiH Pro'on8 the agony of decay. Christianity, like
is nnf + er superstition, is the fruit of the tree of ignorance ;
awa> - e’ and' M e ootroo things, the inevitable fate
of 8V 4 Although one shudders at the dreadful thought
Pot f Gj a r<d*§*on ever retrieving its loss of power, one can-
itsr « 4 ex.Perience a sensation of pity on contemplating

throe*1l *44s 44le last °4 4dle grants struggling in the
apDes.°~ death from strangulation. One can more fully

ml ec'at® the truth of these remarks on comparing the stern
ContfO( s,PmP'°yed by tho old Church with the altogether

“ Ptflfle antics of the present. In the past, Christianity
Sk i . and trampled with merciless fury upon the slightest
ptom°10if °£ heresy- ~ wielded tremendous power. Com-

hilati*86 n ™ no Piace in its vocabulary. Complete anni-
of Dwed the innovation of new ideas. The reward

ablv oi V461 waa infinite pain and death. How unutter-
t° fgj, astly is the downfall! The Christianity of to-day,

efnbra edee” ° fiamfe, is compelled, with palsied arms, to
&rickG6tin8 worsi Onemies. So immeasurably low is it
it truckle ~ 6Ven comPromise i® a milestone of the past;

aPDea”° "~eVa*t News Letter, an Irish Protestant organ,

T/( i8a semi-review of Mr. Joseph McCabe’s latest book,
attic] ecay °f the Church of Borne. The writer of the
ipenj.e  Presumably the editor—accepts Mr. McCabe's state-

antj, 8 a*d statistics in toto, and, with lavish praise to the
i5¢c j ' deles them forth to his readers with a “ smile that
hko and bland.” In one paragraph he states :—

an have read this book through without finding in it

renaV*énce a prejudice in favor of Protestantism or any
on to doubt that the author’s aim is to state the truth.”

(..i--mkere is no suggestion [on his part] that Mr. McCabe's
Icism is not as honest as it is fearless and well-informed.”

littl°0 40nows almost a full column of extracts with
c’ncludes®\ —certainly no adverse comment; and

libert® N'lurcb of Rome] continues to be the foe of
fn,. y’ enlightenment, and human progress, as it has been
or centuries, it is doomed."

""EresW 18 a Prodesd4an4 Cit{&; ~ 8 natives speak of it as a
in , ytorian town the Roman Catholic persuasion are

thec a*“ inority that they are but poorly represented on
opp0 ! yet for sheer bigotry, intolerance, and malicious
aoothe IOn 4 a'l forms of religious freedom, there is not
a candl °I4" 'n Ireland—ay, in Great Britain—that can hold
8oientj f 40 ** Neither Mormons, Zionists, nor Christian
their 1Sf could’ by love or money, procure a hall to hold
votfiQectures in.  Freethinkers, as will bo seen, are infinitely
tanta &~i 1U 444s resPOct. Religious riots between Protes-
hioe t < Catholics are almost weekly occurrences, and in
ate cases out of a hundred the original aggressors
ate pd-iiarmef- Riotwies of King \yilliaifi crossing the Boyne
one can60 aad flaunted in the faces of the Catholics, and
e'eSann SCarcely Pass a street corner without observing the
Ch*istiayM'Painted legend, “ To hell with the Pope.” Such is
ahlQma'ltcharfly and love. In the face of these innumer-
°f aP ltestations of Christian virtue wo have the editor

bum~°Stant daily canting about “ liberty, enlightenment,

" Pdtorioail,?rogroS8'” nsinS quotations from the work of a
catQp] °8 ' Atheist to hurl as missiles into tho enemy’s

i*ea*t'h Dt belauding the author, whom in the depths of his
*BiePul «rDU8* necessarily hate like poison. Such conduct
iet it ; siy°® hs malignity and detestable in its hypocrisy;
°f an a typical of the modern hirelings and parasites
BPectac]lC10nt and rotten creed. But how pitiable is the
to lick ,5sto the independent mind. Christianity has stooped
b°rn j j 110 loot of its enemies in a vain effort to gain respite

Faugh-a-ballagh.

tbe B elfast
bote, '

is ripe for active propaganda, A branch of
is in process of formation. “ Saints” phase

AN'nisto A PLEasaNT ANNOUNCEMENT,

bf, a cert»*8 ate Proverbially absent-minded, but the members
glister fa*1 ufl't°wn church believe there is a limit. Their
?bhday mt’ aa 4be rOading of the usual notices on a recent
a OminentOrn*nfl w*th the announcement of the funeral of a
j.0llQceme Member of the congregation. He read the an-
.?slipped  with much solemnity. Then his memory seemed
r usual a Cfl or *wo and be swung into tho other notices in

“ta fanner. “ It also gives me groat pleasuro,” he
Vbing in 2lv°® notice of the social to be held on Thursday

the chapel. | hope wo can all bo present.”
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JAMES MILL ON RELIGION.

My father’s rejection of all that is called religious belief
was not, as many might suppose, primarily a matter of logic
and evidence: the grounds of it were moral still more than
intellectual. He found it impossible to believe that a world
so full of evil was the work of an Author combining infinite
power with perfect goodness and righteousness. His intellect
spurned the subtleties by which men attempt to blind them-
selves to this open contradiction. The Saboean, or Mani-
choean theory of a Good and an Evil Principle, struggling
against each other for the government of the universe, he
would not have equally condemned; and | have heard him
express surprise that no one revived it in our time. He
would have regarded it as a mere hypothesis; but he would
have ascribed to it no depraving influence. As it was, his
aversion to religion, in the sense usually attached to the
term, was of the same kind with that of Lucretius: he re-
garded it with the feelings due not to a mere mental delusion,
but to a great moral evil. He looked upon it as the greatest
enemy of morality: first, by setting up fictitious excellences
—belief in creeds, devotional feelings, and ceremonies, not
connected with the good of human-kind—and causing these
to be accepted as substitutes for genuine virtues : but above
all, by radically vitiating the standard of morals; making it
consist in doing the will of a being, on whom it lavishes
indeed all the phrases of adulation, but whom in sober truth
it depicts as eminently hateful. |1 have a hundred times
heard him say, that all ages and nations have represented
their gods as wicked, in a constantly increasing progression,
that mankind have gone on adding trait after trait till they
reached the most perfect conception of wickedness which
the human mind can devise, and have called this God, and
prostrated themselves before it. This ne plus ultra of
wickedness he considered to be embodied in what is com-
monly presented to mankind as the creed of Christianity.—
John Stuart Mill, “Autobiography,” pp. 39-41.

Intellectually the Christian religion is unfitted for accept-
ance by the Jews. When Christian fanatics were grovelling
at the feet of images, and were flooding the country with
accounts of disgraceful miracles, shrine cures, etc., the Jewish
physician was studying the noble art of healing. When the
Christian was taken up with the ridiculous doctrine of tran-
substantiation and the idea of three Gods in one, the Jewish
philosopher— Maimonides—had already advanced so far as
to say that the idea of deity was inconceivable altogether to
the human intellect. And when there is added to the fore-
going the fact that the substance of the Sermon on the
Mount or Plain, and the Lord’s Prayer, is contained almost
word for word in the disquisitions of the early Jewish stages,
it seems extremely unlikely that Christianity will be accepted
by the Jews.— Young Israel.

The most necessary thing in life—the tolerance, patience
regard, and love of neighbor, of which everyone stands in
need, and which, therefore, every man owes to his fellow.—
Schopenhauer.

EVERYBODY HAPPY.

My brother is one of the'greatest philanthropists | know.
He spends his time in trying to make everybody happy.
Why, the other day he was passing by a church; and ho
saw a poor woman carrying a baby, sitting crying on the

steps. My brother was touched immediately.

“ What is your trouble my good woman ?” He Kkindly
inquired.

“ Oh, Sir,” she replied, through her tears; “ | want to get

my baby christened; and it costs three and six; and |'ve
got no money.”

“ Oh, never mind,” said my brother, cheeringly.
this sovereign, and get the baby christened; and
out here for the change.”

The woman thanked him effusively, and disappeared into
the church. After some time she returned and handed my
brother sixteen shillings and sixpence.

“ However can | thank you for your kindness,” she began

“ Oh, don’'t thank me,” said my brother. “ Everybody’'s
happy. You've got your baby christened; |I've got sixteen
and six; and the parson’s got a bad sovereign.”

“ Take
I'll wait

The Boulter Fund.

Previously acknowledged, £94 10s. Hyde Parker, Is.;
W. Redfern, Is.; Putney Freethinker, 10s.; M. Morris, 2s. Gd.
—N. J. Evans (Hon. Treasurer), 122 City-road, E.C.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ate. TRUE MORALITY!

Or, The Theory and Practice of Neo-Malthusianisfli

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard. IB | B3IKIB
LONDON. THE BEST BOOK
| ndoor. ON THIS BUBJEOX
St. James’s Hall (Great Portland-street, W.) : 7.30, G. W. hiperfine Large-paper Edition, 176 pages, with Tortrait and
Foote, “ Shakespeare’'s Testing of Religion—in The Merchant of graph, bound in cloth, gilt-lettered, postfree It. a copy.
Venice, etc."
OoTDOI B. .aorder that it may have a large circulation, and to *
Bethnal Green Branch N. 8. S. (Victoria Park, near the vithin the reach of the poor, | have issued
Fountain) : 3.15, C. Cohen, a'-em"e-k i Park) - A POPULAR EDITION IN PAPER COVERS-
Camberwell Branch N. 8. S. (Brockwell Park) : 3.15 F. A. oopy of this edition post free for 2d. A dozon copies- f°r
Davies, a Lecture. A A R
tribution, post free for one shilling. o3t

Kingsland Branch N. S. S. (Ridley-road) » 11.30, J. W. Marshall.
“ Christ—A Myth.” The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, BB’ teB)eﬁ‘

North L ondon B ranch N. S. S. (Parliament Hill, Hampstead): Jolmes’s pamphlet...... is an almost unexceptlonal si* rotigli'
3.30, W. Davidson, “ The Last Ditch.” if the Neo-Malthusianism theory and praotioe...... andt' 1ft

W est Ham B ranch N. S. S. (Outside Maryland Point Station, jut appeals to moral feeling...... The speoial value
Stratford): 7, W. J. Ramsey, a Lecture. Holmes's servioe to the Neo-Malthnsian oanse and  amphet

West London Branch N. 8. 8. (Marble Arch, Hyde Park): veil-being generally is just his combination in bis P fanily

11.30, a Lecture. >f a plain statement of the physical and moral need lo iie
W ood Green Branch N. S. S. (Spouters’ Corner) . 11.30, Mr. imitation, with a plain aooonnt of the means by whi®{t . g tre
Rowney, “Let us Pray.” Seven Sisters’ Corner: 7, E. G. S3cared, and an offer to all oonoorned of the regnis
Saphin, “ Christ the Sun.” lowest possible prices.” ¢ B
W oolwich Branch N. S. S. (Beresford-square) : 11.30, Miss The Oonnoil of the Malthnsian League, Dr. Drys ',
Rough, a Lecture; 7.30, A. Allison, * False Gods.” Ulbntt, and others, have also spoken of it in very big*
COUNTRY. Orders should be sent to the author, .iTAGE'
I ndoor- J. R. HOLMES, EAST HANNEY, WANT*

Liverpool Branch N. S. S. (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square):

7, H. Percy Ward, “ Why Socialists Must Be Atheists.” PAMPHLETS by C COHEN—
DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH noreign Missions their Dangers and 3¢

BY Delusions

G. W’ FOOTE’ _ Full of facts ar_1d figures. _ 6

An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics —

Being a Three Hours' Address to the Jury before the Lord | rmciples of ethics, based on the doctrine of Evolution. id
Chief Justice of England, in answer to an Indictment Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity - id
for Blasphemy, on April 24, 1883. o i i i :
Christianity and Social Ethics id.

With Special Preface and many Footnotes.

Price FOURPENCE. Postfree FIYEPENCE, Pain and Providence ...

.Street

The Pioneer Press. 2 Newoaotlo street, Farringdon-stroot E.O. The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastlo-street, Farringdo

A LIBERAL OFFER NOTHING LIKE .. , oo

Greatest Popular Family Reference Book and Sexology— Almost Given Away. MII
cit 3 and 4 dollars— Now Try it Yourself.

Imure Your Life—You Die to Win; Buy this Book, You Learn to kkIVO' cﬁt

Ignorance k.lls-knowledge saves-bo wise in time. Men weaken, sick fildkh¢

TfisBeskK knowing how to live. “ Habits that enslave” wreck thousands--y°> £ 0”eti
lathers fail, mothers are "bed-ridden,” babies die. Family feuds, » » ntrol.
divorces even mnrdors-All can be avoided by self-knowledge, sell m

You can discount heaven-dodge holl-here and now, by reading
wisdom of this one book of 1,WO pages, 400 illustrations, 80 lithographs on
color plates, and over 1150 prescriptions. JCNF?

OF COURSE YOU WANT TO KNOW WHAT EVERYONE OUGHT

T he | ouno—How to choose the bost to marry.

T he Married—Hew to be happy in marriage.
Ins Fond Parent—How to have prizo babies.

T he Mother—How to have them without pain.
TnE Childless—Ilow to bo fruitful and multip y-
T he Curious—H ow thoy “ growed ” from gcrm-c
T he Healthy—How to enjoy life and keep v

T he Invalid—How to braco up and keop well.

Whatever you'd ask a doctor you find herein, or (if not, Dr. F. mil answer your inquiry *»**- anJ * 0, fimb

mui always Impt~up”~datol” instn,cto« of tho masses in America for fifty years (°ltc"* ‘'~ whbere -%‘ *>
k evZyZere highly la is ~ '[J ™ A~ | ly o * Xy > i
Bi}on%rt] b%r)]/?ng arYdZ you niﬁ'lh 10| editions_ aro Ijes laré‘ggé)y Omost»toi tlio pneo \i " muxt tfut :
a you may lose your life (or your wife or child) by’ not knowmg some of the vitally ">
Most Grateful Testimonials From Evorywhoro. Ky there,'1
Gudivoda, India : " It is a storo of medical knowledge in plainest | Paridorma, Turkey: “1 can avoWw &4~ oare.Faea ™ '
Lan%;uage and every reader of English would be benefited found Btich an interesting book as Jlanchang ﬁo:i'
- N. 1~ -gary, Can. : ” The |nf’ormaﬂQ’1t 9] #tTICS
Triplicane, India: “ | have gone through the book many times, I 1UW K Hio= M\l HcAnt — *A\I\W—M _
and not only benefited myself bat many friends also."— | Laveiifeon, W. Aligt. : “ | consider 1™~ cnfull
G. W.T. | have benefited much by it. i, Finni»1b» °r

Somewhat Abridged Editions (800 pp. each) can bo had in German, Swedish,
Price EIGHT SHILLINGS by Mail to any AddreB '

order of the pioneer prglss’
2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.C.
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THE SECULAR SOCIETY,

LIMITED
Company Limited by Guarantee
Begietered Office—S NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, D.O.
Chairman of Board of Directors—M*. G. W. FOOTE

Secretary—B M.

t 4,aSooSaiy wja oimeflin 1098 40 afford legal security lo the
jaiaition sad application ol funds for Secular purposes,
ane Memorandum of Association sots forth that the Booiety'b
8tlX¥°ls ore:(—To promote the principle that human oonduot
nj d be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super-
e belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper
m °f all thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry.
Dlat?r° mote anKersal Seoular Education. To promote the oom-
Uwf9 aBO0Qfatisatioll of the State, eto., etc. And to do all such
hold *bings as are conducive to suoh objeots. Also to have,
or h' reoe*ve' aQd retain any sums of money paid, given, devisod,
loathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of
PPu*Poaas of the Sooiety.
N e liability °i members is limited to 21, in oase the Society
liuwiui8™ kO woaad UP and the assets wore insufficient to cover
lities—a most unlikely contingency.
v ~lOmbers pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent
Th @ubsoription of five shillings.
Ur 8“ Qaiety has a considerable number of members, but a much
» 80t number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be
u na® amongst those who read this announcement. All who join
J«H ipate in the control of its business and th9 trusteeship of
bont>,0araeB' 10 expressly provided in the Articles of Associa-
te H i no metaber, as auoh, shall derive any sort of profit from
«n_aOoia*y> either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in
y Way whatever.
j Society's affairs are managed by an eleoted Board cf
OIS’ OOastting of not loss than five and not more than
78 ntembers, one-third cf whom retire (by ballot) each year

hwel

VANCB Miss),

but are capable of re-election. An AnnuBIl Ganera Meeting of
members must be hold in London, to receive the Report, el<ct
n6w Directors, and transact any other business that may arises.

Being a duly registered body, the Secular Booiety, Limited,
oan receive donations and bequests with absolute seonrity.
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to make
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society's favor in their
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension.
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The executors
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary course o
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in
connection with any of the wills by which the Sooiety has
already been benefited.

The Society's solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battoook 23
Rood-lane, Fenohurch-street, London, E.O.

A Form of Bequeit.—The following is a sufficient form of
bequest for insertion in the wills cf testators :(— 141 give and
" bequeath to the Seoular Society, Limited, the sum of £_ —
" free from Legaoy Duty, and | direct that areceipt signed by
" two members of the Board of the said Society and the Secretary
" thereof shall be a good discharge to my Exeoutors for the
msaid Legacy.”

Friends of the Society who have remembered It in their wills,
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary of
the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential. This is not necessary,
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, and
their contents have to be established by competent testimony.

CLEARANCE SALE.
To make room for fresh stock.

the

book of god

IN THE LIGHT OF THE HIGHER CRITICISM.

BY

G. W. FOOTE.

CONTENTS: — Introduction— The

Bible Canon— The
Witchcraft—The Bible and Freethought—Morals and Manners—Political and Social

Bible and Soience— Miracles and
Progress

Inspiration—The Testimony of Jesus—The Bible and the Church of Engiand—An Oriental

Book—Fiotitions Supremacy.

COLONEL

INGERSQLL’'S OPINION.
“1 havo read with great pleasure your Boole of God.

I congratulate you on your book. It will do great

73, bocauso it is filled with tho best of sonse expressed with force and beauty.”—Letter to the Author.

Deduced from one shilling to sixpence.
(Postage I]d.)

°LOTH reduced

copies to

ins

pioneer press, 2 Newcastle

street, farringdon

one shilling, post free.

street, London, e.o.
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SUNDAY EVENING LECTURES

IN THE BEAUTIFUL NEW

ST. JAMES’S HALL,

GREAT PORTLAND STREET, LONDON, W.

DURING SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER.

(Under the auspices of the Secular Society, Ltd.)

THE SEPTEMBER COURSE

WILL BE DELIVERED BY

Mr. G. W. FOOTE

ON

“THE MASTER'S MIND”

AS FOLLOWS :

Sept. 26. “SHAKESPEARE'S TESTING OF RELIGION "—in The Merchant of Venice, e*Q

Doors Open at 7.  Chair taken at 7.30.  Seats, Is. & 6d.  Some Free Seats at the

OUR CLOTHING , BUYSINESS CARDS.

Short advertisements aro inserted under this headieg "Yjiaeh®®
of 2s. per half inch and 3s. Cd. per inch. W° ~ beyoB*
under this heading can he less than 2s. or p . ertion8.
I S NOT C H EAP inch. Special terms for several continuous |
pesiif*
AT THE FKEETHOUGHT BADGES.—The new N..S. S.

is the French Freethinkers’ emblem—a singlo Of
Button shape, with strong pin. Has been the ®

;1
EXPENSE OF THE WORKER B nieducions, fics, sl 20, Ft7siced

2 Newcastle-streef, Farringgon-street; E.C.

AM VISITING Nelson, Colne, Rishton,and Great
next week. Suits 30s., Overcoats 27s. 6d., Qott>
Freethinkers, send your addresses.—3.
Church-bank, Bradford.
| was privileged to walk round the ANTI-SOCIALIST UNION warns all its ineig 1L

Clothing Factory of Messrs. Geo. JESSOP my Anti-Christian Literature. 2s. 6d. parcel

- enny stamps.— A. D , 696 Bolton-roaAjLM~NgNi-
AND Son, Ltd., Batley. The buildings are penny P ysen ! gt
well adapted for their business, and far GOING LIKE WILDFIRE."—Three pahs sPle“ls. H

day Trousers to measure, from remnants, to _gradf® _
ahead of many first-class tailors work- terns free.— H. M. Wilson, 22 Northside-terrac >

This is what a Trade Union Paper says :—

rooms into which | have been. The place
is one which is healthy morally as well* as A NEW (THE THIRD) JUM*1®*1

physically and financially.”

oP FACT'
—Factory Times, August 8, 1906. FROM FICTION TO
By F. BONTE.
.  fed)
Send Postcard for (Issued by the Secular Society, Li™1

Patterns and Self-measurement Form.

REVISED AND ENLARG"JqCAS"
SHOULD BE SCATTERED

GEO. JESSOP & SON, LTD.,
Clothing Manufacturers, PRICE ONE PEN_W

BATLEY ’ YORKSHIRE. T he Pioneer Press, 2 Ncwcastle-street, Farri»S~°n

Printed and Published by the Pioneeb P bebs, 2 Newcastle-streot, London, E.O.



