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The priest is only half man.— VICTOR HUGO.

Catholic Toleration.
I repQA  Catholic Times of last Friday (September 10) 
Em a long statement by the Liverpool Catholic 

8'gency Committee, under the heading of “ Ter- 
a„ 8m .in Liverpool.” Complaint is made of the 
8We 88*Ve kigotry of the Liverpool Protestants who 
all ar hy the name of the great George Wise. It is 
the^6<* ^ a t  ^he district of which Netherfield-road is 
8tat Cen̂ re has been for some time in a constant 
i^tancf êrrorj8m aQd outrage,” and the following

j  ,.^-t times even in tho performance of the most sacred 
'os a priest cannot walk along, not merely a sido or 

V 8clUro street, but along a leading thoroughfare like 
herfiold-road, except at tho risk of his life, 

dvi 11611 recently a priest, called to attend a poor person 
'Out’  *evor ' n Netherfield-road Hospital, was attompt- 
tiy 0 *°ave, ho was besot by a furious mob. Tho autho- 
leav*1 *°̂  hospital would not permit tho priest to 
tele Prom'ses until an escort of polico had boon 
qQâ oned for to conduct him safoly from this savage

*abbf-Untly’ a^ or a meeting at tho St. Domingo Pit, a 
thu *u °f Wise’s followers proceeded to tho convent of 
hiiu r f6hiug Sisters in Evertou A'alloy and there con- 
thes  ̂ t s^f'.eh 'ugi yelling, and wrecking tho premises of 

jt • °,rr*hod ladies until nearly half-past eleven at night. 
~ u°w n that in this neighborhood tho homes and 

htues °  ^"tholics havo been wrecked wholesale, Borne- 
M t u ^ y  f'^au se tho Catholics would not sign tho 

Nav*1 m âvor ° f  George Wise’s roloaso.
^ado h S°  *ar ^ as bitterness gouo that an attack was 
°ffend' ^ an ° rau8° mob in the samo distriot upon un- 
?tdkin“gf„ f at_boli? children whose tabloau formed a 
Waif8 : uaturo of tho recent procOBsion organised on 

A ,  B ° hospitals of tho city.” 
ini-hiayp. ° f thinK> of course, is very regrettable.

ectlv ,vep call it a disgrace to Liverpool, and 
85air8 ourrû  0 wbolo of England. Such a state of 
Cq *<I qq?  , ^  ho dealt with firmly. Mob violence
li^Udniu ‘l  ^derated for a momont in a civilised 
¡!08ftU.*?y- It mnL-o„ —  j :« -___________

T i i« m u u i v u v  < u  «  \.« i <««ww«

^taok p rnt no difference whether Catho-
both or Protestants attack Catho-

y the v, i m attack Freethinkers ; the firstifi;
Sfp: ahd o r d e r aathorities is to maintain publio 

W  v.,8° of aP, 8ocure to every citizen tho free
hWld Ci° do ♦, ^Lta. if jfc takos all the polico in 
hisojj Ge donG l8rn.aD^ ^ e  soldiers behind them, it 
n ^ok ^h oold  l ^ loro should be no temporising. 
¡?f abvfrieir folln ° 8.te.rnly suppressed. Those who 
ac*ety. DS else "  C1̂ zen8 in the name of religion, 
h.ey »>’ a°d me ar°  waK*ng war against human 

H i  °Qld bo } °  8°lfpreservation dictates that 
Ceo.. * and ^ ;i ,10u8bt to heel as promptly as

lh6
Hi

tar.y- We the severity that may bo
*»8 p 1 co8t in'  phld protect tho Liverpool Catho- 
*Wiife,Gthinker W°  wou^  protect Protostants, 
fir, bo a» or any other denomination.

one with
Qn.: uo seen II  '** “uy omcr aenomiuut 

W*te ¡°Hc p i ’ oroforo, that wo are at 
1» v*be a£fairH C ' -P hoping that a more civilised 

that) 4*?ado . 800n obtain in Liverpool
h° etaatf^ 0 ChriHf c*car> we proceed to ask why it 

n. 0ttlPor nn,laD r°h’gion breeds such an in* 
6ho 6 oiten'hiHnR8t *ts rival bodies of adherents. 

!Qb8 t̂it tl • °.nouKh in political and social 
Mb') lereOces 01rrph‘ttorne88 is far worso in ro- 

•Thoy seem to hate each other

with a perfect hatred, and it is a short and easy step 
from hatred to bloodshed.

We refer our Catholic contemporary to a report 
which appeared in the Liverpool Express of Sep
tember 9. Application was made for bail for a 
young woman who was remanded on a charge con
nected with the riots. It was pleaded that she was 
“ a young girl and a good girl.” Whereupon the 
Stipendiary Magistrate, Mr. Shepherd Little, re
marked : “ It seems to me that all these people are 
good. It appears to be the people of no religion who 
behave properly. They all come here and tell me 
they are Catholics or Protestants, and that they are 
very good people. Yet these are the people who 
break windows and assault their neighbors. It is 
one of the phases of religion I never had any idea 
of.” The last sentence would suggest that Mr. Little 
is totally unacquainted with Christian history; but 
perhaps he was only speaking from personal obser
vation. He was speaking in that way, of course, 
when he uttered the preceding sentence, which wo 
venture to repeat in italics: It appears to be the 
people of no religion who behave properly.

We havo another question for the Catholic Times. 
Why is it that Catholics plead for toleration when 
they are in tho minority and practise intolerance 
when they are in the majority ? We are bound to 
express our belief that Catholic leaders are delibe
rately hypocritical in this respect. When they plead 
for toleration they appeal to principles which they 
intend to violate when they have the opportunity

Look at what is happening at Barcelona. The 
clerical— that is, the Catholic—party, which rules 
Spain and holds that poor creature, King Alphonso, 
in the hollow of its hand, allows as little religious 
liberty as it can throughout the country; while in 
Barcelona, which is now controlled by priests and 
soldiers under the anarchic despotism of “ military 
law,” heretics in general, and Atheists in particular, 
are being arrested, imprisoned, and even murdered, 
under tho pretence of “ public safety.” Senor Ferrer 
is amongst them. Three years ago the Catholic 
party attempted his destruction. He was accused 
of complicity in tho Morral outrage. For twelve 
months ho was kept in prison without trial. When 
his trial was forced on by the public opinion of tho 
civilised world he was acquitted. There was not 
a shred of evidonoe against him, as the Catholic 
party very well knew. They were bent on 
getting him out of the way; because he was the 
loader of the Seoular Education movement in Spain. 
Now they havo got hold of him again, and they are 
manufacturing evidence of his complicity in the late 
Barcelona riots. What they want is to gain a color 
of justification for shooting him after a drum-head 
trial. But protests against this infamy are being 
raised all over Europe. “ If Francisco Ferrer be 
executed,” Anatole France says, “ the civilised world 
will say that his judges have been compelled to obey 
tho party which cannot forgive Ferrer for having 
dovoted his life to a system of non clerical education 
of tho young.” Europe may bo startled at any 
moment by tho news of his assassination. But 
whether this groat crime bo committed or not, tho 
Ferrer case is enough to show us that the Catholic 
Church may bo trusted to slander and slay its 
onomies whenever it can. Foote.
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The Nature of Religion.—III.

(Continued from p. 580.)
In what has already been said it has, I hope, been 
made clear that to define religion in terms of ethics, 
of metaphysics, or as the craving for an ideal, is 
wholly misleading. It is reading history backward, 
and attributing to primitive human nature feelings 
and conceptions to which it is quite foreign. A 
further definition of religion as consisting in a 
craving for “ fullness of life”— first given, I think, 
by Professor Fiske, but since largely used— must be 
dismissed as equally faulty. For if by “  fullness of 
life ” is meant the desire to make life morally and 
intellectually richer, the reply is that this is nothing 
more than the product of a civilised social life, of 
which current religion stands as the adulterated 
expression. Apologetically, it is an attempt to so 
state religion that it may evade criticism of its 
essential character. From one point of view it is 
gratifying to find religious belief assuming a social 
guise and appealing for sanction to a purely social 
and utilitarian end, but it is of no assistance when 
the end in view is a determination of the essential 
nature of religion. How little religion discharges 
the function of developing a greater “ fullness of 
life ” is best seen when we remember how blindly 
obstructive to new ideas it is in all stages of social 
growth.

Great play has been made by a certain class of 
writers over Charles Bradlaugh’s statement that all 
men are originally Atheists. And yet, using the 
word in its legitimate sense of an absence of belief 
in God, it represents no more than the simple truth. 
Those who speak of man as a religious being are 
using language much better calculated to confuse 
than to instruct. That men are nowhere found 
without religion, if only in a rudimentary form, the 
evolutionist cheerfully admits. Indeed, his reading 
of mental evolution leads him to expect that such 
will be the case. Man is a religious being in exactly 
the same sense that ho is a clothes-wearing, a tool
using, or an inventivo being. He has the capacity 
for acquiring religion, and does acquire it, owing to 
causes that will bo indicated. But every line of 
research indicates that roligion is acquired, is the 
result of education, as gained by the individual or 
the race. Deaf mutes, who have one of tho princi
pal channels of education closed to them, are found 
to bo destitute of religious ideas. When they are 
brought under instruction they have to bo taught to 
believe in a God and a future life oxactly as all 
children are taught. Left alone, thero is no reason 
for believing that a deaf mute who received in
struction in modern branchos of knowledge would bo 
anything but an Atheist to tho end of his days.

Religion is something that is acquired. Every 
book on tho origin of religion assumes this to bo tho 
case; and all impartial investigation confirms tho 
assumption. Tho question is as to the mode of 
acquisition. And hero one word of caution is neces
sary. Tho wide range of religious ideas, their exist
ence at a low culture stage, precludes us assuming 
that religious ideas are generated in the same 
conscious manner as are tho theories of a scientific 
mind reflecting upon a given collection of facts. In 
an ordinary way, even with ourselves, beliefs con
cerning life in general do not ariso as tho result of 
elaborate reflection. They aro goneratod subcon
sciously, and are only consciously formulated when 
circumstances render this necessary. And if wo aro 
to understand religion aright wo must bo on our 
guard against attributing to primitive humanity a 
degree of reflectivo power or of scientific curiosity 
not common with the mass of civilised humanity. 
We have to allow for what ono writer well calls 
“ physiological thought," thought, that is, rising 
subconsciously from repeated and insistent experi
ences.

A comprehensive survoy of religious boliefs shows 
that there are only two that can bo said with any 
plausibility to bo common to all systems of religion.

They differ in teachings, in the conception of the nature 
of deity, in doctrines, in modes of worship. But all 
religions possessing any degree of organisation believe 
in a deity or deities, and in a continued existence 
beyond the grave. I emphasise the use of the phrase 
“ continued existence ” for the reason that the idea 
of immortality is a philosophic rather than a reli
gious one, and represents the reaction of late philo
sophic speculation on existing religious ideas. I® 
may also be questioned whether one ought not to 
exclude tho idea of deity altogether, since there are 
some tribes of savages who, while believing in certain 
ghostly intelligences, have not yet given these spir1' 
tual beings the status of gods. But for the present 
we may take the belief in deity and the belief in a 
future life as constituting fundamental relig¡°nS 
ideas. ,

Reflection shows that our analysis may be pushe 
a step further. The belief in a future life involve  ̂
the idea of something existing which, while attache
to

, VTUiUU) TV liliU  w »*- .1
the material organism, is yet independent of V 

It is somewhat inaccurate to use the word “  spir1' 
tual,” which carries with it certain misleading eon 
notations; but, for want of a better word, one 1 
bound to use it, always bearing in mind that wi 
savages “ soul” is but a more rarefied form of bo 
The root, then, of the belief in a future life 18 
belief in spiritual existence. j.0

By similar analysis the belief in deity brings ns 
the same position. Tho belief in gods involves 
belief in invisible, super-material, or spiritual beiOgjj 
like and yet superior to man. We may, then. 8 
further reduce the belief in a future life and in ^  
to the common term of a belief in spiritual 6X18f SBot 
It is for this reason that one may accept Fro10 ai 
Tylor’s definition of religion, “ tho belief in sPir 
beings,” as representing the most comprehensive, ^ 
therefore the most scientific, definition yet g[v0 
is the one point on which all religions, from the ^  
savage to the mo3t civilised, agree ; and it mu 
this reason be regarded as their essential featn 

Tho question, then, of tho origin of religion re 
itself into that of, How did mankind come to 
in this super-material, or in modern langu*}o0 ôarJd, 
tual, existence ? And tho cause, if it is to >° ^  
must be found in some factor or factors tha .^¡j, 
general as the phenomenon it is intendod to e- t o  

What is thero in primitive human 0XP^0j]) tbet<! 
suggest the existence of unseon beings ? 'jj, tbe 
are at least two sets of experiences— one no 
other abnormal— that would suggest to first 
mind the existence of a double or ghost. 
connected with the universal act of drea por0011. 
savage is, in his way, a severely Prac 1 ‘80eS tfhj* 
As Tylor says, he believes what ho sees, finoti00^  
ho believes. Knowing nothing of the “ 18 nj; of * 
draw between a fact and an illusion, •B110 o8 sy^ljg 
functions or oven tho existence of a ner ijH1 fts 0 . 
the dreams of a savage are as real o Ar00>‘

~~ hefl U waking experiences. Consequently. .rsom oon0
¡¡»s

that somt
are t <that he has k

COfn°  to him eitha an*where, 0r 
I® objective facts °C r n both experiences doea not Bay « j 1‘ lll<0 the Biblical characters'̂
T ? 0 aod °oin nr0Jltnod 1 So-and-so,” but

nch carry an , l ,r0am,” two forms of oxpic1
°o thing j8f the-sf , |ff°ronco between fact °rnothing 1 tore, to the savago mind, o i

aad returns s T l  from thc body, wanders
conclusion 0f a ,1° -̂ n boIiof doeB uot rePrcae°Liog 
°,f hitherto uncsn,,U9 peculating upon tb0^ otio» 
Readily hunr n°*pIa,aod facts; it is a °?°JeSp0- 
th0°f(T ~aa BteJiiiv tbi Presence of unvaryingmt flro barn „ ns imperceptibly as aJJi-
''Crsality of ,r that water is wot. ^he v,bfs gab'
oooflcioQg origio b0l,°l proves ifc to bare

conclusion.̂  inl8f8 °f oxpcrioncos 
the savaern . temporary losses 80 nKain sees evidence 'of

of
tbo

tb%8>

f e  tó*
,00'

double. In cases of epilepsy «*■ ' bas *'*•'0te, \ 0 
offered proof that Borne other Bp ^  
session of tho individuara °
in passing, that well on in the o g
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belief that catalepsy, epilepsy, and apoplexy were 
dne to obsession maintained a fairly strong hold in 
civilised countries. And both these classes of expe
riences are enforced by the belief that the shadow of 
a man, his reflection in water, eto., are all actual 
things. The proofs that the belief in a soul does 
•Originate in this manner are now eo plentiful that 
exact reference is unnecessary. Examination of prim- 
dive beliefs all over the world yield the one result, 
without any evidence being in the contrary direction.

Primitive philosophy does not stop here. From 
"be belief that man possesses a ghost or double, an 
^tension is made until it covers almost everything 

The genoral doctrine of souls is, as Tylor says,el se.
Worked out with remarkable breadth and consis- 
ency, The 80Ui8 0f animals are recognised by a 
Uural extension from the theory of human souls; 

D 6 ®°uIs of trees and plants follow in some vague 
ftial way; and the souls of inanimate objects 

the category to the extremest boundary.” 
ether animism— tho vitalising of inanimate objects 

bold 1-ln *ndePendonfc origin, or whether, as Spencer 
dot ■*’ ^  *8 der*ved from ghost worship, need not 
belief1 -US now* Either position does not affect tho 
of v? • tbe gods having originated in tho ignorance 
beli rirn*tive man. Personally, however, I do not 
tre Gv° that men would ever have given a soul to 
tbem u.a^ura  ̂ objects unless they had first given 
will fi *‘v‘n6 beings, and thus become familiarised 

^  the theory of a double.
g0j 8 Present, however, we are on the track of the 
evory • °  belief that every human being, and nearly 
priQjj.Pbject, possesses a soul, ends in surrounding 
he 1y° man with a cloud of spirits against which 
ti0tl ¡8 to be always on his guard. The general posi- 
of a  '^11 pot by Miss Kingsley, who gives a picture 
sa,vn„0 ” 68t African that will well stand for tho 

a8e world in general.
tbln^ y erything happens by tho action of spirit. Tho 
on j doos himself is done by tho spirit within acting 
(.¡gi11® body, tho matter with which that spirit is asso- 
by Everything that is douo by other things is done 
niau * *  spirit associated with their particular mass of

? r........ The nativo will point out to you a lightuing-
Wiii *re® and tell you its spirit has been killed. Ho 
it "  y °u' whon tho earthern cooking pot is broken, 
becau* ° St its 8Pirit> his weapon failed him, it is 
iu(,a 80 8°moono has stolen or made its spirit sick by 
clasjy S of bis influence on other spirits of the same 
be liv , " " iu ovory action of his life ho shows you how 
V0u s° s wjth a great, powerful spirit world around him. 
stun j30 , im hoforo running out to hunt or fight rubbing 
i t ; h‘ s. weapon to strengthen the spirit that is in 
tuna; ln8 tho whilo what caro ho has takcu of i t ; 
‘ bought r° U8h a list of what ho had given it boforo, 
it, i n V  , 80 things had been hard to give ; and bogging
You «00°! -10ur ° f  hiB diro necessity, not to fail him .........
to its SD- .j8  hooding over tho face of the river, talking 
•fleets aij w*th proper incantations, asking it when it 
bifti..,, or*omy of his to upset his cauoo and destroy 
to tako'(i0r’ aH b havo seen rnysolf in Congo Fraucaise, 

> 0,1co of iiWu w*th it, away from his villago. tho posti-
t,*t is thj bo spotted death.” -
3  Provi,Ley?r'l)re60nb world of ghosts or spirits 
S  lbe l  , ho 8°cd plot for tho birth of all tho 
he " iho r o , bas over known. When Foucrhach 
Sei 'Vl18 exn,.1 momory is tho world of souls 
tha ¡fie fanf688« 8 iu a striking figure an aotual 
bicu8od8 beoi For is in tho hind of dreams that 
disf 1̂ are«i and their development into voritablo

emPored ; but a natural result of tho play of a U ltnagination

(To be continued.)
C. C o h e n .

The Infallible Guide.

tho impossibility of securing 
hjSht 0f attrii,n, y 'n tho Christian Church apart 
‘ th,) A Private ; infallibility. To concede tho 

bristian ”U1,.Bment is to sound tho death-knoll 
C Z rellRion, Protestantism is cru m b lin g

11 Cii 'Ori.;, n Studiti ; 1901 ; pp. 391-

because of the absence from it of the infallible note, 
and the Catholic Church holds together because she 
has it in all its fullness. The present Romish revival 
in Great Britain is largely due to the fact that all 
the priests see eye to eye as to the meaning and 
message of Christianity. In the Anglican Church 
there is an endless diversity of opinion and teaching, 
one clergyman recklessly pulling down what another 
so elaborately builds up. The Thirty-Nine Articles, 
so readily sworn to at ordination, are deliberately 
trodden upon ever after, except by a steadily dwind
ling minority. Nonconformity is split up into in
numerable hostile camps, each one of which claims 
to be in the enjoyment of Heaven’s special favor. 
Even in the same sect we often find conflicting 
“ isms ” not a few. When in America recently, the 
Rev. J. H. Jowett, of Birmingham, made a ferocious 
attack on his brother-minister, the pastor of the 
City Temple. Campbellism he described as not being 
“ sufficiently inspirational to make people benevo
lent.” Mr. Campbell often, and sometimes bitterly, 
returns the compliment by charging orthodoxy with 
colossal inefficiency. In the Staffordshire Herald for 
September 4, a writer who signs himself “ M. C. L .," 
puts this point with delightful aptness. He is 
dealing with a correspondent, “ A. J.,” who accuses 
him of assailing his private judgment as applied to 
the interpretation of the Bible. He says:—

“ W h y is bis interpretation of Scripture to be accep
ted as tbo true one ? W bat are bis qualifications for 
interpreting ? Where is bis proof that be knows, and 
others do not, the correct punctuation and tbo actual 
meaning of Scripture ? W hy is be more of an 
authority than, say, Canon Henson ? H e is not quite 
fair in assorting that I referred to the Canon’s state
ments regarding resurrection by way of evading a text 
(1 Cor. xv. 18) that is obviously against m y position. 
The reference to Canon Henson’s interpretation of thoso 
texts was by way of further illustrating the vagaries of 
error and tbo curious inventions motbored by Protos- 
taut necessity in order that Scripturo may harmoniso 
with this or that Protestant opinion. 1 A. J .’ interprets 
Scripturo to one meaning, Canon Henson to another. 
Both interpreters claim to derivo their conflicting 
tboories from tbo same Book. Which of them is right ? 
Tbo Canon may justly plead that bis private judgment 
is as sound and as authoritative as ‘ A. J .’s ’ ; and ‘ A. J .’ 
may justly pload that bis is as good as tbo Canon’s. 
Who is to decide between them ? Similarly, Wesley 
taught ouo thing, Fox another; tbo Unitarian quotes 
one text in denial of Christ’s Divinity, bis neighbor 
responds with another in proof of it, each claiming that 
bis interpretation is tbo only true one. Again, who is 
to decide betweon them ? How may we know which 
has tbo truth? All of them may be wrong, but all 
cannot bo right.”

That is an accurate description of the situation in 
the Protestant world. Mr. Jowett charges Mr. 
Campbell with perverting the Gospel, Mr. Campbell 
characterises Mr. Jowett as misinterpreting Christ’s 
evangel, and a third, a rigid Calvinist, ealld them both 
enemies of tho saving Cross. Says “  M. C. L. :

“ If tlioro wero no infalliblo authority to decide wbat 
is tbo truo meaning of Scripturo, alas for Christendom. 
Happily, there is that authority, tho Catholic Church, 
tho living, opoaking, infalliblo authority, capablo of 
declaring "tho Divine Revelation, and commissioned by 
God to teach it. Since some interpret Scripturo to a 
numbor of opposite meanings, tho logical, spiritual 
nocessity for an Infallible Guido, a final authority, is so 
apparent that ouo marvels how any thinking being, iu 
earnest about his salvation, fails to see it.

Tho complete situation is now before us, and we 
hasten to point out its only logical implication. As 
wo have seen, it is tho contention of all Christians, 
whether Catholics or Protestants, that there is a 
God, a Supromo Being, who regards all mankind with 
boundless affection, and who is anxious to get into 
intimate touch with ovoryouo of them. From the first 
ho eagerly desired to make himself known to them. 
Somehow or other they had gone deplorably astray, 
and wero in a state of rebellion against him. Erelong 
ho chose a small, insignificant Semitic tribe, and 
addressed himself to a few individuals in it, known ns 
soors and prophots; and thoso convoyed to the whole 
tribo whatever God told them in socrot. The Jews
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were thus the Lord’s elect, chosen people, but his 
dealings with them was never direct but always 
through prophets or priests as intermediaries, while 
with the rest of the world he held no communication 
whatever. Such was the case for some fifteen 
hundred or two thousand years. Then there came a 
change. Having for so long spoken to Israel “ in 
the prophets by divers portions and in divers 
manners,” at last God spoke unto them “ in his Son, 
whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom 
also he made the worlds.” This Son was the second 
person in the Trinity, and he was sent into the 
world and became man that he might “ save his 
people [Israel] from their sins.” He, too, like the 
prophets, recognised no other nation than the 
Jewish. His message was exclusively to his country
men. It was with great reluctance that on one 
occasion he rendered assistance to an outsider, and 
the reluctance was rooted in the conviction that it 
was “ not meet to take the children’s [Israel’s] 
bread and cast it to the dogs.”

The curious thing is, however, that God’s chosen 
people declined to listen to God’s beloved Son. They 
refused to take him for what he claimed to be ; and 
their resentment against him was so violent that 
they had him put to death for blasphemy. Thus 
they deliberately rejected their Savior, whom their 
God had sent to them. Then the question began to 
be discussed, “ Is God the God of Jews only ? Is he 
not the God of Gentiles also ? ” In the end, the 
answer was given, “ Yea, of the Gentiles also.” This 
verdict resulted in the formation of the Gentile 
Church, which was really a schism from the Jewish 
Church. It seized the Oracles of God which the 
Jews had always cherished as their own exclusive 
possession, and in course of time it prepared other 
Divine Oracles which were said to contain God’s 
message of salvation to a lost world in his Son Jesus 
Christ, of both which setB of oracles it declared itself 
to be the sole custodian and authoritative interpreter. 
As time went on, it was found that the Church had 
two Heads, one in heaven, and one on earth repre
senting the one in heaven. It was as the earthly 
Head of the Church that the Pope won his way to 
the seat of authority. He sat there as the Divine 
Son’s vicar, vicegerent, lieutenant. What he said 
and did in that chair Christ said and did. Thus the 
Church, or the Pope as its official Head, became the 
Infallible Guide. God communicated with the world 
exclusively through the Church, and with the Church 
alone through the Pope. In such circumstances 
there can be no such thing as private judgment, and 
to claim it as a right would be an act of high treason 
against heaven. The Christian message can have 
but one meaning, and Christ himself, acting through 
his earthly representative, is the only one who can 
decide what that meaning is. It is as tho ontcomo 
of acting on this principle that the Catholic Church 
has survived and maintained its unity, and it is in 
punishment for departing from this principle that 
the Protestant communions are marching to their 
ruin.

Now, a moment’s reflection will show us that the 
three ecclesiastical conceptions of God, the Jewish, 
the Catholic, and the Protestant, inovitably land us 
in Atheism. Logically, no other conclusion is pos
sible. In Protestantism, God is everlastingly con
tradicting himself. Both Mr. Jowett and Mr. Camp
bell speak in God’s name, and thoy deliver two 
flatly contradictory messages. The only inference 
which an unprejudiced thinker can draw is that God 
speaks through neither. Any God worth believing 
in would be at least self-consistent. Tho Catholic 
Church is certainly self-consistent in its representa
tion of the Divine Being, but what it oxhibits to tho 
world is tho miserable spoctacle of an infinite God of 
boundless love living in a tiny cago, absurdly limited 
and restricted in all his actions. To imngino tho 
existence of such a Dioty is to insult our own naturo 
beyond forgiveness. Instead of ruling tho world, 
this God is boing ruled by the Church. Instead of 
being an Infallible Guide to tho Church ho is sub
jected to tho humiliating indignity of being at hor

beck and call. He only does what he is told to do. 
Without a moment’s hesitation, we boldly deny the 
existence of such a puppet-God.

The Infallible Guide is a chimera. He has never 
set foot on our planet. The belief in him has 
preserved the Christian Church, but it has seriously 
checked the progress of humanity. It has been the 
salvation of the priesthood, but has meant the 
degradation of manhood. The reliance on an imag
inary Infallible Guide, residing in the skies, but 
often represented on earth by a wretchedly fallible 
man, has prevented mankind from learning the 
beautiful art of self-reliance. But we are at last 
outgrowing the silly superstition. We are throwing 
it off as an insufferable puerility. Dr. Aked say8 
that “ if a man wants to know whether Christianity 
is true let him try it ” ; but surely tho reverend 
gentleman cannot be ignorant of the fact tha 
multitudes have honestly tried it, and finding 
wanting, have given it up. Possibly, Dr. Aked ha8 
never really tried it himself, and is on that accoun 
able to preach it as if it were true. What we 8iv 
of the theories of Christianity is, not that they ar 
“ outworn,” but that they are impracticable 
false; not that they are too ideal to be pot w 
practice by so imperfect a race, but that they a 
ethically so crude and out of perspective, and resta 
on a theological background so absurdly rnyhbic > 
that if put into practice they would oause a comp*6

it

deadlock in social life. j .  T. Lloyd-

Self-Help.

It is not my purpose to write chirpy little. 8 ^  
satisfied notes on this topic after the manner o 
late Dr. Samuel Smiles. The term Self-help 
fallen on somewhat melancholy times. It was .j. ¡0 
welcome to the life of every honest man. Now *j0n 
the exploited captive of the Charity Organ« t() 
Society and Anti-Socialists ; and he who hesita^ ^  
wear it as a badge is suspected of a desire to 8

Some of the most m d C .a new Peruvian slavery, 
dent and energetic men I know smile at the 8 88 
tion that Self-help is a virtue. That is bee 
political school have annexed it as their mot m ^  

Just as prizes and certificates will som  ̂ ¡̂j) 
disappear from tho sphere of education, 8 
theological rewards and commendations. \,e
thy father and thy mother that thy days 
long in the land,” is a prize principle, an jj;satio8; 
belongs to a barbaric stage in our 01 .09aed 
“ This is my beloved Son in whom I am we P vvb0̂  
is a testimonial which should bo unnecoss.  ̂ fl0d 
a worthy sonship shines in its own Hinc0jce fi'0  ̂
beauty without the advertisement of a y e0’ 
heaven. Theology is patronage; 
courages ub to do a good deed for its 0 yitW 0.

alue, nor lets our better qualities app,8 £0Udal>Sjj 
claiming tho credit of their origin- ¡0
of tho soul, only permitting us to * g0ds, *^  
dwellings clustered about tho castlo ol ^  give 
compelling us to remain on its estates > jebe. 0 
serf-labor to tho cultivation of tho <h' j  pos8003 
are allowed no holdings of our own» a ,
merit by virtue of our nativo characku- ffljj,j<jul8̂ i(

Slowly, very slowly, the gods 
tho kingship of the various realms 
The realm of mathematics was

of
once

divine. There was a holy ray8 ê%i'on P ?^^of
tho number Seven for example. 'v 0 aide8 . 
j : _______ o ____  tbo two „ naiU,tho number Seven for example 
discovered that tho squares on 
trianglo which contained a right anfi 0

kn °'vreM
C008,J >

a 
to

tho square on tho sido opposite to lCkoo'vl 0tr¡cíl 
he offered a sacrifico to hoaven, in ‘ ge°'''
of tho permission to see one of „¿t(°oi ino permission to see onu y* rule111 , n a8li 
secrets. To-day tho mathematician ia»® t\(Oe’ 
out tho intervention of tho celos 1 0 up0® ¡9 1,0 

lmd it > on“nomy. Each planet 
and tho sun

pianoi» nuu im a— _i__w**-
god trundled his wb -g <3eg 

ignored by tho Lick Observatory, 11 0f a* 
the Three-legged symbol of the
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“ Swastika”). Physics, again. Formerly the gods 
gaily played, in their free-and-easy method, with 
“ght and air and sound and heat and weight (Elisha, 
fche man of God, made iron swim); but to-day this 
department is de-thoologised. You look into the 
laboratory. You see a Joule, an Edison, a Kelvin, a 
Kelmholtz, but no gods. Pass to chemistry. In the 
?ays of antiquity, the Supernaturals turned water 
'uto wine ; but now the laws of action and reaction 

substances are loft to the human experts— our 
altons, Liebigs, and Dewars. Then biology. 
Pecial creation was once the order of the day, and 
u® legless snake took his peculiar form from the 

c?nitr'and “ Upon thy belly shalt thou go.” We have 
G anged all that. The gods have retired from the 

anagement of animals and plants; and the kingdom 
i '̂ e is administered by natural selection, and the 

°f generation revealed by Abbot Mendel and 
j ei8mann and their colleagues in research. Socio- 

§7 used to afford splendid scope for deities, who 
aa° ,and unmade kings, empires, and oabinets, and 

rp 6Q iulluenoed the course of trade. They robbed 
a //0 commerce, decreed the fall of Rome, and 
^  anged the winds that damaged the Spanish 

they have resigned this domain also, 
La p °n ê6<inieu, Condorcet, Comte, Buckle, Spencer, 
hav a^’ ^sster Ward, and a long line of sociologists 
0| i revealed the progress of mind and the evolution 
®Q®nctnan C0mmnn^*08 UQder purely natural in-

a8̂ 1Us>one by one, the departments of mathematics, 
are t°norny. physics, chemistry, biology, and sociology 

Y ranaferred from divine to human governorship, 
to c an°ther world remained for the spirit of man 
econ°?Uer— b̂e wor^  °f  ethics and politics and 
pQr 8rtl'Cs— that is to say, the issues of conduct, 
Q0(j civic, and industrial. Here, the Will of 
8̂ av * exercise8 considerable, though diminishing, 
cWrr ôr instance, placed the English in
^oth n  ’ India- and wo are not sure of tho blessed 
Iftfli ’ tudyard Kipling will confirm our faith. The 
iHoo). National Congress and tho Swadeshi move- 
irjg ^and ^bingra’s revolver are symptoms of grow- 
ie<36nt]  ̂ 0,8 to the Kipling creed. Poverty, till 
tho B._y’ Wil3 held to be the unmistakable work of 

Prome, who “ raisoth up and pulloth down.”
hint that tho 

acquiesce in tho

.  _ _  _______________  ________

^ritish'p ^ i n8t °n Churchills gently 
^ t it n f -OVornmont ought not to acv^.^.,.« 
reii, j)1?11 °t 80 naany millions of Britannia’s child- 

speaking generally, tho supporters of tho 
¿°atro] C. . 8ystem may rest fairly satisfied with the 
the o„,i8tl*i.excrcised over tho mind of the masses by 

have abdicated the throne of astro-

Su

pn.a ‘ exercised over tho mind of the masses by 
UOtu80̂ 8 Who

now i'i10 merest sleeping-partners with 
la® Persn ^ io s  in tho business of biology. In 
?teatin„ Pa* ¡Me, theological education succeeds in 
• 3ividual_ 3 , lmPl'e88i°n that the psychology of tho 

ed h „ (, *5° soul and its movements— is regu-__ __— ou r i iQu a l -  ___ —  -------- “7 "the case may
C *  by Evil One or by Grace, -  and

Temptation drags a oftChing aud 
elevates him, and *we Bjnner and

tbe’! r, 0{ the Holy Ghost regenerate Bternal Hand

I n  th o  s o c ia l  ¡ it e ’ n 8° ’qv le s s  compet°nco;  conduct affairs with moro
^tayer°re,i°r Ĝ8B subject to the

CQtivIleilCe

the flattery of
remonstranoo of 
Thus, in politicst̂He^Phomioa*if” ""“01"/ OI praise, j-uud, r --------

deCr aole to fR 0 mass of tho pooplo aro singularly 
thiB 0r ?, concoption of authority. God has 
°hedien • * and ono has to oboy. Tho same 

the 08 the n)( c o 18 called into recognition whon one 
0f ,l8s°s that capitalism is necessary to 

, ,H° 01ety, and imperialism is writ as a 
• I ■y of olvir J°°^  fate, and armamonts aro a
‘t t o ^ s e  a ^ v,1,8ation.

*lQ hur<!,,;'Gn̂  warn mysolf not to divorgo 
No, j*11, Pr°blems of Militarism and

ifHQ̂0®8tion8 Q̂ at tho threshold of tho dobat-
■ X a >  noed*-"*' wbat I insist on is, that tho 

,18 Self-help as against the servile‘ ■ • « i 1_in c u r ;?  18 Self-help as against tho so 
eVeo7katllolio Ad by tho theological systoms ol 

'balf roK ’ ^ “ K'ican, Wesleyan, Unitarian,
of tho 

and
ully I say it) tho Now Thoology of

the City Temple. As long as yon teach the people 
that there is a Supernatural Providence over-ruling 
empires, local government, Free Trade, and Protec
tion, and even the extension of machinery, so long 
do you lessen their capacity for combining, revolting, 
re-organising. Fully aware as I am that many 
Freethinkers hold the contrary view, I am of opinion 
that theology in the past has been, on the whole, a 
useful phase in the development of those many 
generations of our race which constitute (as Pascal 
says) “ One man, ever living and constantly learn
ing.” But the age of Self-help, which has evidently 
arrived in the region of Physics and Biology, is now 
due in the region of morality and civics. If I were 
a Sultan, Czar, Rothschild, or Carnegie, I should 
show my appreciation of the gods by means of 
mosques, theological chair« at universities, and sub
scriptions for circulating Unitarian tracts. It would 
not matter what form the support took. The object, 
in any case, would be to oppress the brain of the 
people with the sense of an inevitable law, a pre
ordained plan in the production and distribution of 
wealth. When the populace grew seditious, I should 
point to heaven, and to pronounce the name of God 
would be (and actually is, all over the civilised world) 
equivalent to reading the Riot Act. At the sound of 
this fateful syllable, the mob disperse. Of course, I 
talk figuratively. I mean that the God doctrine is 
to-day an efficacious method of preventing political 
and economic emancipation.

Pray do not take me as asserting that the mere 
riddance of the God idea liberates all the bonds that 
fetter manhood. God is to be conquered (if I may 
so speak) not by Not-God, but by Man. And what is 
man ? Ay, what is m an! The way to the realisation 
of Self-help is through understanding what the Self 
is. It has been finely observed that courage is the 
discovery of our powers. We only dare so far as we 
can. Adequately reveal to man what ho is, in the 
height and depth and breadth of his capacities—  
intellectual, moral, physical— and yon will endow 
him with an impulse, an energy, a victorious passion 
that will create new worlds from old confusions, and 
give to humanity a stride that will mock the totter
ing stops of the Gods of the past.

In the mediroval fable, tho Devil saw the sign of 
tho Cross and quailed.

In the drama of our evolution, God will shrink 
into negation and silence when the book of Human 
Nature is opened, and truth flashes from its page.

F. J. Gould.

Church and State.

resident Garfield said in Congress, June 22, 1874 : “ The 
ivorco between tho Church and tho State ought to be abso- 
itc. It ought to bo so absolute that no church property, 
aywhoro, in any state, or in tho nation, should bo exempted 
om equal taxation; for if you exempt the property of any 
jurch organisation, to that extent you impose a church tax 
pon tho wholo community.”
P resident  G rant said in his annual message. 1875 : “ In 

mncction with this important question, I  would also call 
mr attention to tho importance of correcting an evil that, 
permitted to continue, will probably lead to great trouble 

i our laud boforo tho closo of the nineteenth century. It is 
io accumulation of vast amounts of untaxod church pro- 
jrty. In 1850, I  beliovo, the church property of tho 
nited States, which paid no tax, municipal or state, 
nounted to about $88,000,000. In I860, the amount had 
jublod; in 1875 it is about $1,000,000,000. By 1900, 
ithont chock, it is Rafo to say this property will reach a 
im exceeding $8,000,000,000. So vast a sum, receiving all 
iu protection and benefits of government, without bearing 
s proportion of tho burdens and expensos of the same, will 
jt bo looked upon acquiescently by thoso who have to pay 
io taxos. In a growing country, where real ostato en- 
i u c o s  so rapidly with timo as in the United States, thore is 
arcoly a limit to tho wealth that may bo acquired by cor- 
jrations, religious or otherwise, if allowod to retain real 
tato without taxation. Tho contemplation of so vast a 
■operty as horo alluded to, without taxation, may load to 
quostratiou without constitutional authority, and through 
ood. I would suggest tho taxation of all property equally."
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Acid Drops.

Tolstoy’s secretary has been arrested for circulating 
Tolstoy’s literature. H e was arrested in Tolstoy’s house. 
They dared not touch Tolstoy, but they took poor Gooseff. 
Surely it was a most astonishing tragi-com edy; an extra
ordinary mixture of tyranny, cowardice, and hypocrisy. And 
this is the result of nearly two thousand years of Chris
tianity in the Western world, and of more than a thousand 
years of it in Russia. It is enough to make the name of 
Christianity stink. Yet Tolstoy declares that what is wanted 
is more Christianity— Christianity as he understands it, 
which nearly everybody else sees is no Christianity at all, 
but Tolstoyism wearing the label of Christianity.

unfit ? Christ himself, if he is God. And if he isn’t God 
what cackle it is to talk about his compassion for the unfit 1 
If lie isn’t God, he’s dead. A  good many people doubt if he 
ever lived— which is still worse.

Here is the wind-up of the “ official Congress sermon
“  Apart from Christ, the great labor movement which b»s 

awakened to a sense of its tremendous power will become a 
giant body without a soul. But in subjection to Christ labor 
will prove irresistible. The world will realise that the 
Carpenter of Nazareth has come a second time— this time to 
set up His kingdom on the earth.”

It is sickening to see Trade Unionists listening to— yos, and 
applauding— such impudent twaddle. They make the®' 
selves the laughing-stock of their Continental comrades.

Tolstoy’s secretary’s nominal offence is “ distributing revo
lutionary literature.” This is what Rabelais would call a 
sanguinary joke. Tolstoy preaches the gospel of non- 
resistance. Yet the Czar and his Government (all professed 
Christians) regard this as a crime. It is a crime to resist 
the Government, and a crime to teach that it ought not to 
be resisted. Which is worthy of Bedlam. And what creates 
the Bedlam ? Christianity. If the Russians were Free
thinkers the Czar’s Government would not last twenty-four 
hours.

Thero is a brief Preface to Tolstoy’s new pamphlet, The 
Law o f Violence and the Law o f  Love, published in English 
by the Free Age Press. Here it is in fu ll:—

“  Why do I write ? The wretchedness of the life of 
Christian peoples is plain to all. The cause is the absence 
of a general understanding of life, and of the guidance for 
conduct that should flow therefrom. The means of libera
tion from wretchedness is to be found in the acceptance of 
the true Christian teaching.”

The true Christian teaching 1 And what is that ? “ What
I am telling you,” says Tolstoy. “  Nothing of the kind,” 
says Nicholas,— and he is backed up by the Church. What 
is the use of Christianity, then, if there is no agreement as 
to what it means, even after the lapse of nineteen centuries ? 
One is bound to respect Tolstoy’s character, as well as his 
literary pow er; but ho would have been far more effective 
if he had thrown over the old faith and all its shibboleths. 
What the world in general wants, what Russia in particular 
wants, is not a new brand of Christianity, but a new idealism 
based upon science and humanity. Neither a dead God nor 
a dead Jew is now necessary. And the non-recognition of 
this is Tolstoy’s fatal mistake.

General Booth produced no effect, or not such as he 
expected, on the Trade Union Congress by his Pocksniffian 
letter. Replying to the Parliamentary Committee, with 
regard to the Hanbury-street Elevator, whore “  sweating ” 
is notoriously carried on, he said that he must continue to 
tread the old path, as he could not do otherwise “  without 
doing violence to the elementary instincts of humanity, as 
well as disobeying the laws of God.” There was a time 
when pious cant of this sort would have influenced the 
Trade Union Congress, but we aro glad to seo that it can do 
so no longer. The following resolution was carried by an 
overwhelming majority :—

“  W e emphatically condemn the sweating and underselling 
revealed, and in view of the unsatisfactory result of the 
inquiries made we consider it necessary to take steps to 
demand from the Government a public inquiry into the con
ditions of labor at the Hanbury-street factory.”

Even that did not satisfy the Congress. It was docided that 
the inquiry should be extended so as to include all labor 
colonies organised by religious bodies. That’s the thing.

W hat on earth is the meaning of the expression "th e  
official Congress sermon,” which is said to have been 
preached by the Rev. John Gleeson in St. Nicholas Congre
gational Church, Ipswich ? Aro we to understand that this 
sermon is arranged for by the Trade Congress officials ? 
Can anybody inform ns ? Wo should bo glad to know the 
actual facts of the case.

Mr. Gleeson’s sermon is said to have given great satisfac
tion. Woll, if Trado Union loaders like to applaud pious 
platitudes, they have a right to do so. but they ought not to 
do it in connection with the Annual Congress. Mr. Glceson 
declared that the Churches wanted to get “ hack to Christ ” 
and they were evidently going to take the working classes 
with them. Well, wo don't believe it. The people won’t 
“ go back ” to Christ, or anybody elso. They won’t go back 
at all. They aro going forward.

Mr. Gleeson assured his congregation that “ Christ had 
the deepest compassion for the unfit.” But who made the

Mr. Iveir Hardie’s politics aro no concern of ours, but w® 
have often had occasion to criticise his religious utterances' 
W e see by a report of his recent speech at Norwich that be 
carried his comical Imitation of Christ to the point of pr0' 
phecy. “ This generation shall not pass away with011* 
seeing Socialism established in England.” Christ used 
that very expression in the prophecy of his second conn®?’ 
But that generation did pass away without seeing b«3 
arrival; and, as a matter of fact, he hasn’t arrived yct' 
Socialists will probably hope that Mr. Keir Hardio is a better 
prophet than his Master. Some of them, perhaps, will fe® 
inclined to remind him of George Eliot’s saying that pr°' 
phecy is the most gratuitous form of error.

11 This generation ” is a good phrase for poots— or prophet8' 
but it is a poor phrase for political thinkers. Strange as lC 
may sound to many people, there is really no such thing f8 
this generation. The human race does not move forward i° 
generations. It moves forward by the daily elimination ° 
death and the daily renovation of birth. Tho change 1 
gradual and continuous. Human beings of one period-" 
whether a day, a month, or a year— aro of all ages, fro® 3 
second to a century. It was always the same, and it alway 
will bo the same. ‘ ‘ Generation ” is therefore a purely 
ciful expression. And we suggest that Mr. Iveir Hard' 
should think the matter out before ho perpetrates his no* 
vaticination.

The latest Bradlaugh story— latest in tho telling ra ^ 
than in the form— comes to us from the Joyful News. ^  
told by the Rev. Samuel Chadwick, who says it was ton ^  
him. A converted pugilist named Sam Thomas w®D 
hear Bradlaugh lecture on “ Miracles.” When tho *cCj 0f 
was concluded, Thomas rose, and, after giving an accou11̂  
his past evil life, described what a saintly character bo 
become, and finished by asking, “ How does he accoun  ̂
the miraculous change in a man like myself ?” The 0.
and tho question would bo so startlingly now to a ^
thought speaker that wo are not surprised to boar 
nonplussed Bradlaugh was. But, pulling himself *B6°jj0pe 
he admitted he could not judge, but if it was truo, “ 
tho samo miraclo may bo worked in mo.”  Mr. ^ha  ̂
says that Bradlaugh was “ impressed oven to tears ¡„
living miraclo of saving power, and ho never leetn j.
Huddersfield again after that day.” Tho picture ot 
laugh mingling tears with the converted pugilist lS„ <fl)® 
affecting, and so true to life. Mr. Chadwick adds, 
same Christ is still in Huddersfield, and still w°  jC’li9rS 
samo miracles of salvation.” And we add, the sa,lBuid b® 
aro still tolling the same lies, and tho real miracle " ’ j a®3 
if their conversion taught them a little regard for tr
decency. _____

• dulg‘®
Dr. Akcd, of New York, is notoriously fond (jha^ 

in extravagant utteranco. Preaching in Dr. Clifford a0t 1 
tho othor Sunday, ho took as his subject, “ Christ 3j
the world.” Of course, the reverend gentleman ^  
well as wo do that Christ is not, never was, and 
bo regnant in tho w orld; and his applauding c®' 
knew it too. But, in consequence of tho disease ^  
and misdirected activity of their emotional ua*'l(aL|jcftr' ^ l i  
tho preacher happy to declare, and his audience to ffo® 
in spite of the emphatic contradiction that c0tUj 0jjoV® 
tho facts, Christ is regnant in the world. rP ° D “ jo?  ̂
palpablo lio is an act of highest piety, and yield3 
speakable and full of glory.”

-------  p gfcr
Tho oxtravagance of Dr. Aked’s speoch is P‘asSJ|ultip'-Vĵ t)?

A ,isit is almost incredibly absurd. “  W o may 
phascR of adoration,”  ho said. “  Ho [Christ] -- „ v „  
of tho Jews, tho Messiah of tho Hebrew pooplo-’ ieî f  . 
bo nows to our Jewish friends. Tboy délibérât®' 
to recognise him, and relentlessly scorned 
when ho lived amongst them, and they have b»d ‘



Septem ber  19, 1909 TH E  F R E E T H IN K E R 699

nothing to do with him from that day to this. Dr. Aked 
^axes bolder still and dogmatically asserts that this Christ 
■s “ the desire of all nations [though most nations know 
nothing about him, and others won’t accept him when he is 
urged upon th em ], and the Savior of the world.” If all 
nations did desire him they would have welcomed him long 
ugo, and if he were the Savior of the world, the world would 
have been saved nineteen centuries ago. The American 
climate is evidently intensifying Dr. Aked’s natural charac-
teristics.

Paine proposed (see pp. 486-90, Bights o f  Man, Conway’s 
edition) that the pension should start at fifty, instead of our 
present seventy; and he not only said it ought to begin then, 
but he showed how the English people with a reasonable 
budget could do it with ease.

“ Christ in the Ether,” is the title of an article in the 
Christian Commonwealth. W e presume this is a pious and 
roundabout admission of the attenuated character of 
modern Christianity.

Mr. Aked having denied having said, as reported, that 
Christianity in England is rapidly approaching a vanishing 
Point, the editor of the Quiver now reproduces excerpts from 
a sermon of Mr. Aked’s last year in which he said :

“  The decline of Christianity is universal. In England, 
Prance, Germany, Spain, and Italy, we hear the same cry. 
Only lately I was talking with an English clergyman. He 
told me that not merely was there a great falling off in the 
number of church-goers in England, but that the class of 
People who frequented churches is becoming inferior.”
do not know whether Mr. Aked will repudiate this or 
! but his repudiation will not affect tho truth of tho 

statement. And we do not see why clergymen should be so 
^Pset in being occasionally detected in voicing a easily veri- 
“ablo truth.

„ "  We need often to remember,”  says an American divine, 
‘bat God is not dead and his sovereignty in tho world is 

” °rthy our confidence.” True, 0  preacher, and to quicken 
f°P le ’s memory on those points is your profession. You are
t0teVR>. SI__Al--i_________________ il-.J. f~\-3 1-  _-i.
thl6Ver dinning it into their ears that God is not dead, and
tim̂  are *orover forgetting it. “ I admit,” you confess some- 
of n?’ "  Miat appearances, the well-nigh unanimous testimony 
a„ . 0 facts of history, and our own experience, are dead 
4 « *  m e ; but let appearances, and history, and experi- 
y0 6 “e hanged; your business is to believe me when I tell 
t|,c .‘ “ at God is very much alive and occupies the throne of 
blti . verse-”  You may continue saying it until you are 
<j0 the face, but the people won't believe you, and you 

‘  half believe yourself. The day is breaking.

^ ¡ s t i a n i t y  is a religion of authority. That is why every
reason, with an intensity 

is no

o». % ----  J  * ' ‘  cv o i  u u u i

PiotimInation Christians hates reason, with an inter 
°ned to tho degree of orthodoxy. There is 

thin.-ent'al difference between Catholics and Protestants in

pria, lospect. Even the Christian World, a journal that 
hself on its liberality, illustrated this truth in its last 

hot(j ’ "  With such m en,” it said, “ as Sir Oliver Lodge and 
fyw v'e‘vin more and more on the side of faith, the flimsy 
^hal en*’S an^ oheep sneers of aggressive Rationalists rattle 

es%  as peas on the side of a Dreadnought.” Our 
thQ. .'t'0_rary takes shelter behind groat names. This is 
< W » !« p I e  of authority carried out to its most ridiculous 
tla.tQfiHSlon • It is overlooked that there aro other great 
behijjl But the true Freethinker will not take shelter 
be j. ‘bem. He does not believe in the truth of authority ; 

loves in the authority of truth.

TherB •
‘ 'an d o c + an°bber thing to bo said. Are tho precise Chris-

au riUea accepted by Lord Kelvin and Sir Oliver Lodge,
a ________e  _____________________  — ----------: ____ ------------------------------------------------------

at<i
wbat proof does science— genuine science, wo mean 

I j 11 support of any religious belief held by theso gen- 
e cili bcien««ts  before Sir Oliver Lodge and Lord Kelvin 
^h'stia md themselves Christians, but that did not save 
[ f:rom growing weaker. A greater than either

Of
1 Asaac Newton, wrote in defence of Christianity; 

the pu ^hers nowadays about Newton’s theology ? Some 
iovx* ^omfinn. fVinf. Nowf.nn said nointed distinclv to ajj^1f>hin?,eQ?laena that Newton said pointed distincly to a 

blind were shown, less than a century after his
j .  ^

tô k were snown, less ouiu-i u guuhuj (uuci mo 
t|j'' iea.r s ,° fbo necessary result of physical forces. And a 
M li^ h t ’fi Ce wo imaS’ ne people will recall with gratitude 

hyp i JC Work of Kelvin and Lodge, while a kindly pity 
111 oblivion their theological aberrations.

A j^Ple contributor, “ C. E .,” writes to us ;— “ I  see
of u<’y ’ *a raising tire point of tho title 1 Reverend.’ 
hav& (v’ aub to know what right tho Nonconformist 

,CaKs ], 0 bhoso clerical titles. Tho Catholics and the 
u® are av° s°nie kind of claim to such titles, but tho 

nj ,'^ o ly  usurpers and imitators.
such titles, but tho 

Wo know that
h>r.’ used by somo of thoso tubthumpers has 
w'bliont any proper authority; and tho ques-

0 to

X
Bwir names,

b.

as to what they aro doing with any other

A bkat0?11 P°‘nbcd out,” tho Christian Commonwealth 
4 Hof 1{q Uslt‘ u was bhe pioneer of old-ago pensions.”

°^ot
was the pioneer of old-ago pensions.

, ° w that Iluskin lived before Thomas Paine. 
m,glit havo passed muster. But “  the pioneer ” 1

The new play at the Lyceum, we note from a review in 
the same issue of the C. C., contains a mixture of super
naturalism and cheap sentiment well calculated to appeal to 
a certain type of theatre goers. The power of the Cross is 
much in evidence, and the C. C. remarks that there is to be 
seen at the Lyceum a “ greater demonstration of the power 
of the Cross than is possible at any purely religious service.” 
It is “ the most remarkable play seen in London since the 
1 Sign of the Cross,’ and the appeal of the Cross is ever 
strongest when given in the simplest language.” Well, as 
the Christian Commonwealth is continually tilting against 
the crude supernaturalism of the pulpit, we fail to see any 
reason for its commendation when placed on the stage. The 
truth is, that a mixture of the marvellous and the sloppy 
sentimental will always appeal to the crowd, and the 
managers of the Lyceum are, as the Yankees say, there 
for business. The Lyceum is filled on Sunday evening with 
a religious crowd, and we have no doubt the potentialities of 
this audience for week night utilisation is not lost upon the 
management. “ Demonstration of the power of the Cross ” 
is, by the way, an illuminating phrase. It is an indication 
of what is regarded as proof where religious belief is 
concerned.

Rev. R. J. Campbell is getting on. H e now undertakes to 
explain “ the meaning of the whole cosmic drama.” It 
reminds us of Pope’s line about certain persons who rush in 
where angels fear to tread. “ Wo are here,” Mr. Campbell 
says, “ to glorify God by bringing into the open, as it were, 
the good and beautiful that He eternally is.” Poor God 1 
Fancy his depending on Campbell & Co. to bring him “ into 
tho open ” 1 Yet there is a certain truth in i t ; for if they 
didn’t bring him into tho open he would drop out of sight—  
and out of mind. Realities take care of themselves, but 
dreams have to bo nursed.

Pilate asked Christ “ What is truth?” and received no 
answer. Mr. Campbell’s “  God ” is just as communicative. 
Tho reverend gentleman repeats tho old falsehood that Con
science is the voice of God— whereas it is the voice of human 
experience. But in explaining it he explains it away. God 
says to us “ Do right.” If we ask him “ What is right ?” 
he says “ Find out.” That is the substanco of Mr. Camp
bell’s hundred lines on the subject. It hardly seems worthy 
of an infant-school. _____

Gipsy Smith saved America last winter. He is going 
back this winter to do it again. Wo can quite understand 
that America takos a lot of saving. Is will probably last 
out Gipsy Smith’s t i m e . _____

A correspondent writes to tho Times deeply regretting 
that in many of the Boy Scouts’ camps no arrangements 
aro made for prayers. From tho point of view of the end 
for which these are designed, wo agree this is a regrettable 
omission. Praying and brute force fighting havo always 
gone well together. And both belong to the lower strata of 
civilisation. _____

The Catholic Times says the Pope is the physician who 
can successfully prescribe for the social sickness. In that 
case the remedy is easily worse than the disease.

Roman Catholics aro again working their very hardest 
against the Secular Education resolution of tho Trades Union 
Congress. The Catholic Times protests that a Trades Union 
Congress has no right to pass any resolution that offended 
the religious convictions of its mombers. With this wo agree 
in a general way. But when members allow their religious 
opinions to encroach on other matters it is difficult to see 
how offending such opinions can bo avoided. Presumably 
there is nothing in tho Catholic mombers forcing a resolu
tion in favor of Secular Education on tho opinions of other 
mombors of tho Union. Moreover, tho Trades Union reso
lution does not express any opinion on tho truth or tho 
value of religion ; it simply asks the State to leave it alone. 
And in doing so it is not forcing any member of tho Union 
to support any teaching in which he does not believe. It is 
offering tho largost common measure of agreement, and 
wisely leaving the rest to individual judgment and initiative.
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“ What the future life will be we cannot fully know,” says 
a religious writer, “ but it has its beginnings and type in the 
present life.” What a wonderfully original observation, as 
if a second life could help having its beginnings in the first. 
What no writer has yet succeeded in making clear to us is 
that there is a future or second life. To describe a life 
before knowing that it exists is worse than putting the cart 
before the horse.

According to a pious tract which is being circulated from 
the Gospel Hall, Nightingale Vale, Woolwich, there are no 
public-houses, no theatres and entertainments, no Sunday 
excursions, no political meetings, no infidels, and no lunatic 
asylums, in hell. It seems a remarkably well conducted 
establishment. And if it were not for the absence of lunatic 
asylums we should expect the Christians to go there in 
shoals.

The Rev. J. A. Sharrock, a missionary and principal of 
two colleges in India, thinks that the English Government 
has been too tolerant in India. He thinks that if we had 
destroyed every Hindu and Mohammedan temple in India, 
and built and endowed English cathedrals, everybody would 
have respected us for the right religious fervor we displayed. 
W e have not the least doubt that this is what many mis
sionaries would like, and as a matter of fact it was the agita
tion on these lines, carried on by the missionaries before 
the outbreak of the Mutiny, that had a deal to do with the 
production of that outbreak. Such statements help us to 
realise what valuable assets for the maintenance of peace in 
the empire are our missionary agencies.

do hope that the Chronicle will steady itself before it gets to 
hinting that the tiger’s teeth and claws were not divinely 
adapted to the due enjoyment of buttock steak, or that it was 
not the merciful providence of our Father in heaven that 
endowed the elusive flea with its marvellous gift for “ hop
ping the twig ” after stealing human blood.

Rev. J. H . Townsend, D .D., of St. Mark’s Church, Ton- 
bridge Wells, is a theological dodo. He has been telling his 
congregation that Moses did write the Pentateuch because 
Jesus Christ said so— and he prefers “ the testimony ° ‘ 
Christ ” to the learning of the Higher Critics. Well, the 
Higher Critics know what are damaged goods, and the Ton- 
bridge Wells preacher doesn’t. That is all.

Rev. W . H . Seddon, vicar of Painswick, is very solicitous 
about the sexual morality of his parishioners. He is g°in8 
to debar from “ the Lord’s table ” the parents of all illegit*' 
mate children, and even of thoso who come into the world a 
bit earlier than they should have done after the performance 
of the marriage ceremony. In some of the latter cases the 
vicar might have to decide a very nice problem. We sup' 
pose he will keep a book of dates and events, and pray m 
divine assistance at times of perplexity. H e will have to 
take care, however, that he does not get knocked down of 
the ten commandments engraved on his countenance. 
these are ticklish matters to look into too closely, and oven» 
clorgyman may be treated as a Paul Pry. Mr. Soddon 
motto should be “ I  hope I don’t intrude.”

The British government “ protects ” religious prejudices in 
India, even when they involve gross cruelty to the lower 
animals. An article by A. M. Lennox in the Animals' Friend 
contains the following passage on this subject:—

“ Religious sacrifices in India are often conducted with 
inhuman cruelties. In October is the festival of Kali or 
Doorga, the goddess of blood and death, known to all Anglo- 
Indians as the Dussera or Doorga Pujas. During this festival 
millions of animals are done to death in Hindoo towns and 
villages all over the country.

Many other forms of cruelty to animals are perpetrated in 
the name of religion, and in these the Biitish Government 
refuses to interfere on the plea of not infringing upon the 
religious liberty of the people. Act X I. of 1890, known as 
‘ The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1890,’ specially 
stipulates at Section 11, 1 Nothing in this Act shall render it 
an offence to kill any animal in a manner required by the 
religion or religious rites and usages of any race, sect, tribe, 
or class,’ and until this section of the Legal Act is altered or 
annulled, barbarous cruelty will run riot over India. And 
why cannot it be annulled?”

Can anyone answer that question ?

Rev. J. H . Jowett is in America. He has been giving his 
opinion of the Rev. R. J. Campbell and the New Theology 
movement. It is not complimentary. He says that the 
movement has fizzled out. Mr. Campbell was going to do 
many things, but ho has done nothing, and tho Churches are 
practically untouched by his effort. All this, of course, may 
be true, and yet Campbellism may be symptomatic of an 
undercurrent of scepticism running in all the Churches.

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s new book is to be entitled “ Hell 
on the Congo.” Christians preach hell, and carry it with 
them wherever they go. The Congo alone is a sufficient 
condemnation of Christianity. That its professors should 
commit such horrors, after it has been in the world for 
nearly two thousand years, shows its real valuo when it is 
not surrounded by secular civilisation and a healthy public 
opinion.

The province of Catania, in Sicily, has been swept by an 
earthquake, which wrecked 300 houses and buried 00 peoplo 
alive. “ Providence ” was quite undiscriminating. In the 
central square of Scordia the famous marble column with its 
image of the Madonna forty feet high was blown bodily yards 
away, and the mortuary chapels in the cemetery of Santa 
Maria were laid waste. “ He doeth all things well.”

More floods in Mexico, four cities being overwhelmed, and 
hundreds of people drowned. “ For his tender mercies are 
over all his works.”

The Daily Chronicle has the hardihood to entitle an 
article “ Tho Harmful, Unnecessary F ly.” Fancy a re
spectable newspapor thus publicly falling foul of tho 
Creator’s handiwork ! If a thunderbolt or something doesn’t 
soon descend upon Whitefriars, we shall bo astonished. Wo

Edward Graville Acton, aged fifty-seven, stated to be a 
Christian Scientist, and formerly one of the City organists 
at Leeds, was found wandering abroad while of unsound 
mind, and was ordered to be sent to a lunatic asylum. S e 
was singing and praying at large. A quantity of Christian 
Science literature was found at his house. Perhaps it wm 
help to prepare other victims.

Rev. Archibald Fleming gets near the bull’s-eye. He say 
that church attendance declines because the clerical pr^  
fession does not attract a sufficiently large proportion 0 
men of first-class mental attainment. In other words, t 
Church is dying through want of brains. And also, 
should say, because there are better brains outside pU'P 
than inside them.

Sir Herbert Tree has been telling an interviewer that j| 
“ has always seemed ” to him “ that to be good merely 
a view of getting to heaven is rather a selfish proceeding 
morality at three per cent.” We quite agreo with the se“ j 
mont, which is a commonplace amongst Freethinkers. ^  
tho percentage is scarcely correct. Tho man who expocC 
get an everlasting reward for behaving decently 
counting on more than “ phent per shent.”

Even in the House of God religious people will fl lia,rtrt. 
W e clip the following from the Welsh edition of the 
cheater Guardian of September 7 :—  ,fe

“  At last Sunday evening's service in a Montgomerys“ ^  
parish church a policeman, who attended as a worship61 ’ ¿y 
called upon to keep the peace. For a number of years a  ̂
parishioner had been accustomed to occupy a certain 
But recently a family from an adjoining parish 0 
attendants at this church and took their seats in tn r tpe 
Some unpleasantness arose, and when the lady wem pe'f 
Sunday evening service she found the entrance to t sije 
blocked by two maid servants. After some ®®°X.e vic9; 
succeeded in pushing her way past. However, both t 1 of 
and his congregation were disturbed, and in the c° repri' 
his sermon the clergyman was compelled to pause ®n̂  ^  [l)e 
mand one of the pew occupants. At the bidding te*( 
vicar also the local police constable marched from 
of the church and went ‘ on duty ’ in a seat imm 
behind the pew.”

The happy household of faith I

That wicked Budget so affected the Rev. Edward^ 
Congregational minister, of Scarborough, that beWaa j ™ 
to reduce some of his charitable bequests. Of conr 
left .£34,418. .

------ i
Rev. Charles Alfred Jones, of Dedham, Essex,

H e must be in a dry climate now— if the Now Tes 
to be believed. _____ ■„

Divine service was going on in tho church at ^g'fitiSjJe 
tho Department of Tarn, when a storm burst 0 r_ *  

the priest was struck down by lightning at the  ̂a gfiel9' 
upper powers care no more for priests than for 1 1
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

Sunday, September 19, St. James’s Hall, Great Portland-street, 
Eondon, W . : at 7.30, “ Shakespeare’s View of Evil.” — in 
Othello, Macbeth, etc.

September 2G, St. James’s Hall, London.
October 3, Glasgow ; 10, Leicester ; 17, 24, and 31, St. James’s 

Ball, London.
November 7, Manchester ; 14, Liverpool; 28, Birmingham.

To Correspondents.

Annual Subscriptions.—  
Received since. —

letter in the

\F- Eloyd’s L ecture E ngagements.— October 3, Manchester 
Tu ^ame9’a Hall ; 24, Glasgow. December 19, Leicester, 

p President' s H onorarium F und : Ai 
revionsly acknowledged, £240 12s. 

j, • Rowland, £1 ; J. Dunlop, £1.
“ axte r .— See paragraph. Thanks.

• 'Iobnbon.— W e do not recollect that Bradlaugh ever called 
'niaelf a Materialist. What is your authority? Ho called 

jj mself a Monist.
wbI!0RQE F armer writes : “ There must be many like myself, 

no have been looking forward to the promised book on 
lakespearo from your pen. Why not satisfy us temporarily 

1  ̂ a series of articles, a resumé of your St. James’s Hail 
q ct,lr°3.” We will bear the suggestion in mind. 

jORoe Bradfield.— Glad to see your excellent 
cal paper. Wo wish Freethinkers would make more use of 
6>f local press in this fashion. We suppose the Israelite 

. n V you ask about are those who believe that the English 
th t 6 are descendants of the “  lost ”  ten tribes. Of course, 

j p «velve tribes are purely imaginary 
] ' Francis.— W e are nearly tired of asking those who send in 
listUr<! n°t 'oes to frame them on the model of our printed 
t ' 'nstead of putting the facts in the form of a letter and 

C j^ecting us to pick them out.
'^8ee “ Acid Drops.”

L lo yd .— Shall be sent. Thanks. Glad to hear you 
thou R n°t miss the Freethinker for three times twopence 
that y °urs are only “  an ordinary workman’s ”  wages. Also 
Se . y°u became a regular reader through having a free copy 
Vou ^ou near'y three years ago. The “  Acid Drops.” which 
Ja , B° enjoy, have always been a speciality of this journal. 

\ p Rnd sweet together.
1, Ball.— Many thanks for cuttings

WheNL0I>’— Christian and liar are almost convertible terms 
*is/ e “  infidels ”  are concerned. Thanks for your good 

8. Ps- Mr. Foote is well at present.
1. — Shall be sent. Thanks.

 ̂anoc ” is hardly worth frequent attention, and to 
^Rsine every time Ee goes wrong would bn an endless

Cop'jJNQUs.— Glad to hear the Govan newsagent, who took six 
t w ,  °i Bie Freethinker on your guarantee, sold them all in 
WouiAfo»r hours. We are perfectly satisfied that this journal 
ttber n<l plenty of purchasers if it were only as accessible as 
hit  ̂ PaPers. The boycott, which is fortunately slackening a 
Bqt n'TV^as kept us poor and struggling for nearly thirty years. 
We ba " aP3 we s'1 all have the credit of the uphill fight after 
to Seov° Passed through the crematorium. We shall be glad 

Wu,T Von and your Irish "converts "  at our Glasgow lectures. 
Wifi bo0?  *  Co,—  Advertisement duly revised. We hope you 
8eaaone doing good business with our readers now the holiday 

1 Ho bp/8 drawing to a close. They ought to patronise those 
Jt P to keep the Freethinker going.

*ttet 1’t° n.— By all means get a shake-hands with Mr. Foote 
veta6 n° of the lectures. Pleased to have your letter. The 

► >l>0ntROn Meredith would have been more seasonable three
N s r ag0-

0 ° B'e Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed
ì>*ss f^ °aaBe-8treet, Farringdon-street, E .C.

sent to the Manager of the 
Farringdon-stroot, E .C .,

x ‘‘■HfJ *  ** w  0 1 1 0 0 1 ( 1  £  m i i u ^ u u

th?por *B0rature should be 
is» Rot t. f08s> 2 Nowoastle-streot,
4 % » ,  he Editor-
1q c®, p0!j* er will bo forwarded direot from the publishing 

®d.. l *rea> at the following rates, prepaid:— One year, 
1 half year, 6s. 3 d .; three months, 2s. 8d.

Sugar Plums.
“day . *

S  Ve«hent ng’8 audience at St. James’s Hall was an 
'Wph Soo * ° n ^ 10 Provious Sunday’s in point of numbors, 

” ly ^  reason why the improvement should not bo 
'n‘ a'nod until tho end of tho courso. The N. S. S. 

of tl° n°*‘ doing all that thoy should towards tho 
thq 88 meetings, but publicity is being effected 

*0g j  hsual form of advertisement, and pooplo are 
0 °b “ to Mr. Foote’s lectures. Tho second dis- 
otc,” hakespoare's Philosophy of tho World— in King 

0 i s V  listonod to with that profound attention 
0 Eighost compliment that can be paid to a

speaker. Mr. Harry Jones, tho chairman, made the usual 
invitation to tho audience, and several questions were asked 
and answered.

Mr. Foote’s third lecture this evening (Sept. 19) will be 
on “ Shakespeare’s View of Evil ” as displayed in Othello 
and Macbeth. These plays lend themselves more to selec
tions than King Lear does, and Mr. Foote’s rendering of 
these should prove attractive to those who like to hear his 
Shakespearean readings. Mr. A. B. Moss takes the chair on 
this occasion.

After the fourth and last of these Shakespeare lectures 
the St. James’s Hall platform will be occupied by Messrs. 
Cohen and Lloyd, whose subjects will be duly announced. 
W e hope the London “ saints ” will make a special rally at 
these two lectures. Mr. Foote occupies the St. James’s Hall 
platform again on the third, fourth, and fifth Sundays in 
October.

Glasgow “ saints” will note that Mr. Foote opens the 
Branch’s winter lecturing season on the first Sunday in 
October, at the Secular Hall, Brunswick-street. His sub
jects will be announced next week.

Our old friend, Mr. J. W . de Caux, of Great Yarmouth, 
does not contribute as many letters to the local papers as ho 
used to, but ho writes one now and then, and his right hand 
has not lost its cunning. His recent letter in the Indepen
dent dealt with tho Rev. A. E . Smallwood, curate-in-charge 
of St. James’s Church, who had been referring to himself as 
“ God’s Fool,” and is reminded that “ Whatever sort of a 
‘ fool ’ that may be, it is certain that many a true word is 
often spoken in jest.” The reverend gentleman invited a 
friend of Mr. de Caux’s to come to church and hear him 
preach. W e will both come (the veteran Freethinker says) 
whenever the preacher is going to answer the simple ques
tions : Did such persons as Adam and Eve overlive? Is 
the story of the Fall true ? If the story be not true, what 
need is there for a Savior ? W e fear the fish won’t bite.

The Glasgow Herald, far more than most of the London 
newspapers, devotes space to literature. In its issue for 
September 9 there appeared a long article by Professor Hugh 
Walker on “ James Thomson the Second”— tho James 
Thomson of the nineteenth, not him of tho eighteenth 
century, the James Thomson who wrote as “ B. V ."  and, 
besides being a true and powerful poet, was a champion of 
Atheism. Professor Walker’s article is good and fair. He 
pays a warm tributo to Thomson’s genius, and when he has 
to mention Mr. Foote's name ho does so without the regula
tion pious shudder. W e beg to assure Professor Walker, 
though, that ho is quite mistaken in supposing that Brad- 
laugh was to some extent responsible for Thomson’s nega
tive attitude towards thoology. No man ever thought moro 
for himself than Thomson did. His convictions were en
tirely personal. And he went, if possible, even farther thau 
Bradlaugh ; making one of tho characters in the City o f  
Dreadful Night offer as consolation to the suffering and 
despairing tho assurance that “ There is no God ’’— which 
Bradlaugh never asserted. W e might also observe that 
Professor Walker does not attach proper importance to 
Thomson’s work as a Freetliought journalist. Ho had 
principles, and he fonght for them. He resembled Shelley 
in that. _____

Talking of Shelley, thero is a curious remark in a review 
of Mr. Roger Ingpen’s now collected edition of Shelley's 
Letters, in the very next column to Professor Walker’s 
article on Thomson. Tho reviewer says that tho late 
Francis Thompson's posthumous essay on Shelley “ must 
have revived an interest ” in that great poet. Itevive an 
iuterest in Shelley. Good heavens 1 As well talk of 
reviving an iuterest in tho sunrise.

W e are glad to sec a capital letter by “ W .” in the York
shire Observer in reply to the Rev. S. Chadwick’s ridiculous 
story about Charles Bradlaugh, which is dealt with in our 
“ Acid Drops ”  this week. “  Surely,” this correspondent 
says, “ we can ‘ let the dead lie ’ peacefully without the 
living lying as well.” _____

Now that the longor ovenings are coming in, and people 
will be reading moro, we invito our friends to send us further 
names and addresses of persons to whom wo might advan
tageously poet six consecutive specimen copies of the Free
thinker. W e will gladly forward the paper for six weeks 
running if our friends will only take tho trouble to send us 
tho names and addresses. W o have made many subscribers 
in this way in the past, and shall doubtless do so in the 
future.
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A Dire Phase of Superstition.

The relatively recent universal belief in the malign 
influences exerted upon the lives of men by the 
satanio agencies of wizardry and witchcraft, consti
tutes one of the most appalling chapters in the 
annals of human credulity and superstition.

T h is  degrading phase of su pernaturalism  finds its  
philosophical and scientific  in terp retation  in term s  
of m en tal and social survival from  a m ore prim itive  
p a st. T h e  b elief in gh osts and goblins originally  
con stitu ted  th e sole religious sch em e of savage m an. 
In deed , H erb ert Spencer, in his m on u m en tal P rin 
ciples o f Sociology, h as advanced a m ass of evidence, 
gathered from  all quarters of th e inhabited globe, 
w h ich  practically  d em on strates th a t th e  earliest gods 
o f savages w ere th e  evilly -d isposed  and all-pow erful 
spirits of th e  dead. H e  proves to dem onstration  
th a t n ot only  is ancestor and spirit-w orship  th e fu n 
dam en tal basis of all ex istin g  savage cu lts , bu t in 
addition show s th a t th ese  identical phenom ena  
played a large and im p ortan t part in th e classic  
religions of G reece and R om e. M oreover, a m ost  
strikin g  o b ject-lesson  is still presen ted in th e su r
viv in g  ancestor and spirit-w orship  displayed by  
B u d d h ism  in C hina and oth er A sia tic  countries. 
A n d if w e select an in stan ce m uch nearer h om e, we 
readily recall th e circu m stan ce th a t  th e apotheosis  
of a dead Jew  and Jew ess furnished th e foundations  
for th e  prevailin g  religions of E u rop e and A m erica.

I t  is quite idle to  im agin e th a t th e m asses of th e  
people in classio  a n tiq u ity  w ere ever in th e  sligh test  
degree, at any period of th eir  h isto ry , em ancipated  
from  religious su perstition . A s  a m a tter  of fa ct, th e  
depth of supernatural b elie f prevalen t in th e m ost  
enlightened periods of th e  glory th a t w as G reece and  
th e grandeur th a t w as R o m e, possesses no parallel in 
our m ore secular c ivilisation , even am ong the illi
terate C ath olic peasan try  o f Ita ly , Spain , R u ssia, 
A u stria , and Irelan d . I t  is true th a t th e educated  
classes, th en  as now , sm iled con tem p tu ou sly  at the  
popular m yth olog y , and, so far as th e  A u g u sta n  A ge  
of R o m e w as concerned, G ibbon ’s in im itab le sneer  
th a t  the tim e had th en  arrived w hen to “  th e m u l
titu d e  religions w ere all equally  tru e, to  th e  p h ilo 
sopher all equally fa lse , and to  th e m ag istrate  all 
equally  u sefu l,”  w as true in su bstan ce and in fa ct. 
B u t th e su bsequ en t fa ll of th e  R om an  E m p ire , and  
th e triu m ph  of barbarism  and religion , proves to  
th e h ilt th e  con ten tion  th a t th e sano and civilisin g  
influences o f F reeth o u g h t w ere coniined to a sm all 
and select in te llectu al aristocracy .

T h e  fadin g influences of R o m e ’s P agan  civilisation  
m ade th em selv es fe lt  for a tim e  even am ong the  
clergy  of th e  rising C h ristian  C h u rch es. W h ile  
m en tally  influenced by th e philosophic view s of the  
sages o f G reece and R o m e, a few  individual C h ris
tia n s, as w ell as sundry provincial councils, had  
pronounced sorcery, w itch cra ft, and com p acts w ith  
th e D ev il as sin fu l, h eretical, and h eath en ish  beliefs. 
B u t th e in h eren t b elie f in dem on ology, to w hich  so 
m u ch  cou n ten an ce w as given by th e story  o f th e  
W it c h  of E n d or recorded in th e  B ook o f S am u el, 
su pp lem ented by th e later graphic accou n ts of d em o 
niacal possession  contained in th e N ew  T esta m e n t, 
gradually gave th e  stam p o f orthodoxy to th e earlier  
Jew ish  and P agan  b elie fs in g h o sts and d e m o n s ; 
and w ith  th e u ltim a te extin ction  of c lassical c iv ilisa 
tio n , m en tal and m oral darkness sat enthroned for a 
th ou san d years, in th e n am e of C h ristian ity , upon  
th e ruins o f th e R om an  E m p ire .

T h a t th e overw helm in g m ass of C h ristian s had  
persisten tly  cherished a belief in spiritual obsession  
and possession  is sufficiently proved by the fa ct th a t  
th e pow er of castin g  out devils granted to th e  
apostles by C h rist con tin u ed in th e  C hurch as a 
speoial grace. So early  as th e th ird  cen tu ry , Pope  
C ornelius speaks of th e  exorcists as a special order 
o f th e clergy, and th e  F o u rth  C ouncil of Carthage  
(396) prescribes a form  for th eir ordination , w hich  is 
in su bstance th a t given in th e R om an  P on tifica l, and 
em ployed at th e present day.

W it h  th e esta b lish m en t of th e P apal Inquisituo 
the th irteen th  cen tu ry , w itch cra ft w as ° ® cl 
recognised as an u n questionable fa c t. I t  then c 
fu lly  w ith in  th e province of th e C h u rch , fl
regarded as a correlative w ith  heresy . Those cri 
were fo rth w ith  considered as th e  outcom e o 
agencies of th e D ev il and H e ll , w hen these ^ 
m aliciou sly  em ployed to  pervert th e fa ith fu l r 
the true religion , and th erefore ju stly  and Pr0P jj 
m et w ith  pu n ish m en t in th e  shape of torture ^  
death  at th e stake. T h e appalling social misery 
th e eleven th  and tw elfth  cen tu ries, th e  menac, 
develop m en t of W a ld en sia n  and kindred heresies, 
terrible effects of th e B lack  D ea th  w hich  devasta  
W e ste r n  E u rop e in th e fou rteen th  cen tu ry , w »  
pathological con co m itan ts, th e  F la g e lla n t and Danci ^ 
m an ias, all served to stren gth en  th e conviction ^  
th e dire rea lity  of satanio in terferen ce in hu 
affairs. . .ij0

T h e  belie f in w itch cra ft , h avin g  received ^  
sanction  and en cou ragem en t o f th e Church, attai 
extraordinary pow er from  th e fou rteen th  to 
sev en teen th  cen tu ries, and w hen th e belief began 
decline, as L eck y and others h ave abu ndantly  pro ' 1 
th e reaction  again st th is deadly su perstition  is 0 
exclu sively  traced to  th e grow ing lig h t of ration s * .
and th e m odern secu larisation  of th e h u m an  inte ^  
In  his great m asterpiece , The Golden Bough, ^>r°
J. G . F razer has m oralised upon th e fact ^  
th rou gh ou t th e ages there has been no _ l '1111, , 0(j 
h u m an  credu lity  and f o l ly ; th a t deeply im be ^  
religious and m agic b elie fs adapt th em selv es suCC0].. 
sively  to  every outw ard and v isib le form  of j>nP. 0 
n atu ral f a i t h ; and w hen w e peer beneath  
superficial outw orks o f C h ristian ity  we quickly a , 
cover all th e sorcery o f prim itive  savages as P ^  
and parcel of our own divine religion , sim ply  t u r n ^  
to new  accou n t in th e popular conception  of 
m ach in ation s of th e D ev il and his im ps. A n d  vv 
th e m ass of m ankind rem ain s unacquainted witn  
scientifically  recognised processes of natural can 
tion , am ple scope w ill ever rem ain for th e charts  ̂
ch arlatan  w ho trades in h yp oth etical causes 0 
m etap h ysical and supernatural ch aracter. ^

T h e  vast sum  of unrecorded m isery for which  
w h olly  im agin ary  sin of w itch cra ft w as response 
can n ever be totalled . A  h igh  au th ority  has c ^  
pu ted th a t from  th e prom u lgation  o f th e Bn 
In n ocen t V I I I .  in 1484 dow n to  1782 , in w hich ye 
a servan t-g irl a t G larus, in P ro testa n t Sw itzer ft 
suffered judicial m urder a.t tho hands of a C alyl , 
trib u n al— som e 80 0 ,00 0  w om en endured torture * 
death  as w itch es in E u rop e alone. W ith in  the ra  ̂
of C ath olicism , so late as A u g u st 20 , 1 8 7 1, . ¡c0l 
w itch es w ere burned alive at San  Jacobo, in M ex 
“  w ith  th e con sen t of th e w hole p op u lation .”

W it h  th a t m arvellou s period w hich  w itnessed  
re-b irth  of science and th o  revival o f learning! 
th e R en ascen ce o f cu ltu re and civilisation, 
em erged th a t hu m an e and scep tical spirit which „pi- 
done so m uch to  broaden and deepen th e h n o *  
tarian  con sciou sn ess of m odern tim e s. I t  is 
fore w ith  little  surprise th a t we discover re t 
arrayed in reaction ary  garb, and Freetho  
ch am pion ing th e cause of en lig h ten m en t. y 
great w it and h u m an ist, M o n ta ign e , in his e *0 
“ O f C rip p le s”  (1588), strikes th e fu n d am en tal ^  
of m odern rationalism  on th e su b ject of w itch f . 
and sorcery. B u t th e stern and unbending oi) 
tion  of th e M osaic L a w  (E xodu s xxii. 18), g0-
m istakable u tteran ces of Jesu s concerning de . 0 
ology, th e trad ition s of th e  Jew ish  and C b lJ? 0ts 
religion s, stren gth en ed  by th e con servative i n s f  .j.e 
of th e race, im pelled R o m a n ist and P rotestan t  
to  defend and uphold th e general doctrines of de 
ology and w itch cra ft. j  ¡0

A  striking illu stration  of th is  fact ooonrre 
E n g lan d  in 1GG4 w hen th e  h u m an e, e n lig h te n e d ,^ ,  
deeply religions Sir M a tth ew  H a le  tried ana 
dem ned tw o w om en at B u ry  S t . E d m u n d s f °  0l 
crim e of b ew itch in g  children, th e opinion of 
th e greatest m edical m en of th e day, Sir To 
B row ne, w ho w as in court, w eighing heavily
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the Prisoners. The last trial in England was that of 
ane Wenham, convicted at Hereford in the reign of 
*aaen Anne, but not executed.

out the popular belief lingered down to our own 
,1®e in the eastern counties, and in secluded dis- 
p10fo still survives. In 1865 a poor paralysed 
_ renchman was swum as a wizard by the mob at 
astle Hedingham, in Essex, shortly aftarwards 

^ccurnbing to the shock. Again, in 1879 at East 
ereham, in the neighboring county of Norfolk, a 

^ an was fined for assaulting the daughter of an old 
°®an who had bewitched him with a “ walking 

nad”; and ao recent]y as April 12, 1890, we read in 
at date’s Daily News that at an inquest on the 

0c*y of a child at Fressingfield, in Suffolk, the 
Parents were thoroughly convinced that its death 

as dQe to the witchcraft of its step-grandmother,
° predeceased it by a few hours.
-the evidence of survival of once universally 

i^p ted  beliefs, which the above facts furnish, also 
j 'cates the tendency of superstition to seek shelter 
n regions far removed from modernising influences.

Was long since observed that the faculty of second 
'But was alleged to survive in the Highlands of Scot- 

nls ’ i0nfl after its rejection in the Lowlands, as an 
c wives’ fable. Goethe, with characteristic insight 

r°ncerning the failings and frailties of mankind, has 
i^c^ad his convictions about superstition, as a whole, 

foe following weighty words. “ Superstition,” he 
“ is of the very essence of humanity, and when 

6 think we have completely extinguished it it has 
evGrely retreated into the darkest nooks and corners, 

ready to emerge at the earliest opportunity.” 
o And surely we are reminded of the undying truth 
of ^°cthe’s judgment by the periodical recrudescence 

animism in one or other of its varied forms— all 
k°asted civilisation and progress notwithstand 

In modern so-called scientific age, the 
P6ctacle is from time to time presented of the 
„'^citation of occult beliefs and practices once re 
the ?.d as hopelessly discredited, and dismissed to 

® limbo of exploded superstitions. Many broad- 
n̂ .ed and easy-going rationalists lay the flattering 

q °tion to their souls that the Roman Catholic 
' s on the eve °f dissolution. There is much 

¿0 8 0vidence for this in 1909 than there was in 1848, 
M e n tio n  no other critical periods in her extra- 

lnary career. And even if Holy Mother Church 
f° lose many of her adherents in her conflict 

0 Science and Modernism, it is fairly reasonable 
ge.soppose that Spiritualism, Theosophy, Christian 
b *«ce, and the various fancy faiths will gain largely 
pg t00 change of religions outlook. Thousands of 
rei°̂  .e who are admittedly dissatisfied with the 
audDing religion are so permeated with inherited 
¡jjj 0Qvironmental superstition that they are— in 
beo Caee> ôr the ^ me boing— quite incapable of 
Tbp0a:iing fit candidates for Freethought philosophy, 
dig". r>umph of pure reason in its warfare with un- 
tboClPlined religious emotion will not be secured with 
tat' ttlere weakening of the Christian faith, and those 
8af °nalists who vainly imagine that they may now 
twe y sheathe their swords are basking in a paradise 
tfp^Aiotely distant from the fool’s. The writer of 
llr8 ?^icle once heard the great mental pathologist, 
W<r nry Maudsley, declare that, in his matured 
{¡l)̂ Ct'0nt, the torch of civilisation is held aloft in 

and America by some 500 men, and that, 
WOr?,t*10ir influence eliminated, the entiro Western 
a6eij Woul(̂  steadily revert to barbarism. And one 
8tam-l0t a pessimist in order to admit the sub- 
tfiu *a' accuracy of Maudsley’s contention. Every 
ttigg'j'Ph recorded in the chronicle of human develop- 
ot 0as been achieved by the labors and sacrifices 
bnp Qy minorities. The services of all unhasting 
as p0tlresting reformers are therefore as necessary 

er for the maintenance and enlargement of 
“ation’s scope. T F P

*-S no world, no star, no heaven, no bell, in which 
n°t  a virtue and where slavery is not a crime.—

The Narratives in Genesis.—XI.

N o a h ’ s  C u r s e : T h e  N a t i o n s .

(Continued from p. 518.)
A c c o r d in g  to the Priestly writer, “ Noah lived after 
the Flood 350 years. And all the days of Noah were 
950 years : and he died.” It is quite a relief to know 
that this long-lived patriarch died at last. We are 
not done with him, however; for the Yahvist writer 
records an incident in his later life which, to say the 
least, does not redound much to his credit. The 
following is his account of this :—

“ And Noah began to be an husbandman, and planted 
a vineyard ; and he drank of the wine, and was drunken: 
and he was uncovered in his tent. And Ham, the 
father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and 
told his two brethren without. And Shem and Japhet 
took a garment, and laid it upon both their shoulders, 
and went backward, and covered the nakedness of their 
father.”

This story may be taken as an illustration of how 
easily blame may be imputed to a perfectly innocent 
person. Ham, going into his father’s tent, presum
ably to speak about some matter of business, found 
that pious patriarch lying senseless— intoxicated and 
naked. Coming out, he mentioned the fact to his 
two brothers who chanced to he outside. For so 
doing he is set down by the writer as a thoroughly 
depraved character, and is cursed (in the person of 
his son Canaan) by his angry father.

“ And Noah awoke from his wine, and know what 
his youngest son had done unto him. And he said, 
Cursed be Canaan ; a servant of servants shall he be
unto his brethren........ Blessed be Yahveh, the god cf
Shem ; and let Canaan be his servant. God shall 
enlarge Japhet and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem ; 
and let Canaan be his servant.”

Commenting upon this incident, Professor Driver 
says: “ Deeply moved by what had occurred, and 
discerning from it the characters of his sons, Noah 
in an elevated, impassioned strain, pronounces upon 
them a curse and a blessing.”

Nearly every word of this grandiloquent statement 
might be questioned ; but it would be waste of time 
to do so. It is sufficient to notice how a discredit
able event can be twisted into an act of righteous 
indignation. Instead of cursing one of his family, 
Noah ought to have been thoroughly ashamed of 
himself. When the Yahvist says that Noah “ knew 
what his youngest son had done unto him,'' he meant, 
of course, that the ancient patriarch had been told 
what this son had omitted to do. The other two 
sons carrying the mantle must also have seen their 
father ; for going into his tent backwards, they must 
have turned their heads to see where he was, other
wise they might have fallen over him. The whole 
affair is simply ridiculous, and Noah had only him
self to blame for the occurrence.

In the narrative the Yahvist writer seems to imply 
that Ham ought to have known by intuition that 
sixteen centuries later a code of laws (Lev. xvii.-xxvi.) 
now termed the “ Law of Holiness ” should be written, 
in which would be found a chapter devoted to matters 
connected with indecent exposure of the person. By 
merely going into Noah’s tent Ham was considered 
to have committed the sin forbidden in Lev. xviii. 7, 
and to have thereby incurred the penalty pronounced 
in verse 29. If Ham knew nothing of the Laiu of 
Holiness, the writer of the story did— which fact 
accounts for the cursing. From the sacred writer’s 
point of view it was no sin for an old man to get 
drunk and lie insensible and naked in his tent; but 
it was an unpardonable sin for a son to see, even un
wittingly, his father in that beastly condition. Fur
thermore, the writer in his narrative makes the other 
two sons act as he considered best in the circum
stances.

The next question requiring elucidation is—Why 
was Ham’s son Canaan cursed, when Ham himsel 
was the offender ? Upon this point Dr. Driver
says:—

“ The opinion has gained ground that the narrative 
is no longer in its original form. Originally, many
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critics suppose, the author of the misdeed was Canaan, 
who may even, in the oldest form of the tradition, have 
been treated not as the grandson of Noah, but as the 
youngest of his sons."

It is, of course, quite possible that in the original 
narrative Canaan, and not Ham, may have been 
named as the person who entered Noah’s ten t; but 
this is a mere conjecture, suggested probably by the 
manifest injustice to Canaan, as the story stands.

But why does Professor Driver speak of Canaan or 
Ham as “ the author of the “ misdeed” ? There is 
no “ misdeed ” in the narrative except the drunken
ness of Noah, and no “ author of the misdeed ” save 
Noah himself.

But the critics who suggest that Canaan’s name 
may have appeared in the earliest account seem to 
have forgotten that the curse pronounced by Noah 
is in harmony with the Lord’s favorite method of 
punishing his people. The Lord himself says in his 
commands afterwards given to the Israelites: “ I, 
Yahveh thy god, am a jealous god, visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers upon the children, and upon the third, 
and upon the fourth generation ” (Dent. v. 9). Noah 
acted in accordance with this decree : if he had never 
heard of it, the Yahvist writer had— which accounts 
for the curse being pronounced not upon Ham, but 
on Canaan.

There is, however, another reason why Canaan, 
and not Ham, should have been oursed. “ It was an 
ancient belief that a father’s curse or blessing was 
not merely the expression of an earnestly felt hope 
or wish, but that it exerted a real power in deter
mining a child’s future ” (Driver). This ancient 
superstition was undoubtedly one of the beliefs of 
the Jews who lived in Old Testament times, and it 
accounts for many Bible stories, otherwise pointless. 
W e see, for instance, why Jacob schemed to get the 
blessing intended for his elder brother Esau (Gen. 
xxvii.). In this case, the purblind father, aftor ho 
had learnt the deceit practised upon him, says to 
E sau: “ I have blessed him : yea, and ho shall be 
blessed.” There was no recalling the blessing when 
once given. Moreover, in verse 87 it is plainly 
implied that every word of the blessing would bo 
literally fulfilled— as had actually been the case in 
the writer’s days, otherwise he could not have written 
the story. An example of cursing may bo found in 
the story of Balaam (Nnm. xxii.-xxiv.). In this case 
Balak, king of Moab, sent for Balaam, a priest or 
prophet of Yahveh, to get him to curso the Israelites 
before he ventured to attack thorn. “ For I know,” 
he said, “ that ho whom thou hlessest is blessed, and 
he whom thou cursost is cursed ” (xxii. G). Here, 
however, the god Yahveh intervened, and would not 
allow him to curse his people. The reason why 
Canaan was cursed, and not Ham, is that the 
Canaanitos, in the writer’s timo, had been subjugated 
by the Israelites, who traced their decent from 
Shorn ; while other nations supposed to bo descen
dants of Ham— the Egyptians, for instance— were 
free and powerful, and not likoly to become “ ser
vants of servants ” to the Israelites or to any other 
nation descended from Shorn. If the curse, then, 
was to bo effective, it must fall on a son of Ilam  
whose posterity had become slaves to a nation 
descended from Shem. And this brings us to 
chapter x.— a chapter which professes to give a list 
of the posterity of Noah, by whom the earth was 
repeopled aftor the Deluge.

The names in this chapter, when examined, are 
found to bo not those of historical persons, hut 
oponyms; that is to say, names representing the 
reputed founders of the nations known to the 
Israelites before the Exile. Upon this Bubjoct Pro
fessor Driver says ::—

The cations and tribes existed; and imaginary) 
ancestors were afterwards postulated for the purposo of 
exhibiting pictorially the relationship in which they 
wero supposed to stand to one another. An exactly 
parallel instance, though not so fully workod out, is 
afforded by the ancient Greeks. The gonoral natno of 
t ie Greeks was Hellenes, the principal subdi vinionn 
were the Dorians, the -Kolians, the Ionians, and the 
Achteans; and accordingly the Groeks traced their

descent from a supposed eponymous ancestor Hell6® 
who had three sons, Dorus and ¿Eolus, the suppose“ 
ancestors of the Dorians and iEolians, and Xuthus, fr0Gj 
whose two sons, Ion and Achasus, the Ionians 
A clue an s were respectively supposed to be descended

In this chapter the Priestly writer contributes tweb 
verses, i.e., 1 to 7, 20, 22, 81, and 32. The complle 
adds verses 1G, 17, and 18 (first 9 words). The ^ 
mainder is from the pen of the Yahvist. Many 0 
the names of these eponymous ancestors are ® 
those of persons at all, but are the names of cltl 
or countries, as will he seen in the list that foil® 'VJ *■ UUUUUliUO I UIJ IIIH UU DUC11 1U UUU lieu ,
And first, the appellations Shem, Ham. and JaP j ^
or, more correctly, Shem, Kham, and Yepet or 
— are not the names of sons of Noah or of any 
else. The Assyrians traced the three races of to , 
kind known to them from Samu “ olive o°l°r®./.

«th e * bltKham-mu “ burned black,” and Ippat ~ 
race.” These imaginary ancestors were b°rroi flab," 
the Hebrew writers and labelled “ the sons of  ̂
All three races were in existence before the ^  
the mythical Flood, but that is a mere detail-  ̂
majority of the names in this chapter h ave^  
identified, the following being the most import®

D ations D escended from J aphet. 
G omeb.— T he Gimirrai of tho inscriptions ; tho Kim®®11

-su pposed to be
tbeof classic writers.

Magog.— T he land and people of Gog 
Scythians.

Madai.— T ho Medes— tribes oast of Kurdistan. Ioni»11®' 
Javan or Y avan.— T he Greeks, or more proporly. to0 0f 0® 
T ubal and M ksiiacii.— T he tribos Tabuli and 3iv* 1 „nit

inscriptions, in which they are associated ̂ togethe^jjj,

,1t*'

the Old Testament (E zok; xxvii. la ; xxxn

T?»«RMAH’~ The Armenians.
—the Tn ? laC° in.SPain beyond tho Straits of Oibu'

K ittim  -  a T<lr. tewi8 01 tho Greeks. . »
Greek's lmPortant city of Cyprus— tho Kition of

C n «„ • ^ ATI0NS D escended from H am.
M izkaiv  1 Nubi a and Southorn Arabia.
Put ti ju general Hebrew namo for Egypt.
CanIT v  tT 68*0™  Part oi Dower Egypt. »• • ho coast and lowlands of Palestine; bon

Canaan i tcs. et
KH E g y p t " P ° 0P*° L ib ya— tho oxtromo west of

CAPHTnn,1 ’~ m 10 P00Pl° of Pathros or Uppor Egypt' ,
,,  ’ ‘ Phe people of Caphtor— tho part of E„yP

Z m „ 1 °  -a Ca,lod K'ftur. 
ilKT» -iV1 iniPortant city of tho Phoenicians.

’ Tbo great nation of tho Hittitos.

„  N ations D escended from Shew-
Elam— A country oast of Babylonia—tho Elanu*«®- 
, ,s |"  I!‘ t ho oldest capital of Assyria ; hence tb°' ‘ j« the border of ^

A rpacbsiiad.— I ho namo signifies — - . . .  or .. 
Lun.— Lydia— the extreme west of As.a B f«0 of gyr*hue uxtrumu ,>anS
A ram.— T ho “ high lands ’ ’— tho Arami 

Mesopotamia. .
correotiy gro0ptV<

Many of these nations aro corr^jT^ /
regards race ; but many aro not. r0ncbBbiî e<, 
their descent from Shem (through ft8 » ^  ^
that of tbVñ ---------------
,0f fAct, tho UvolTr08 tr0m n,im ; - 'anffuago. ir nfttions wore of tho same
rorn 8born  un i ‘ ° n ’  t*10 H obrow s were d0B̂ gii  

’ 0  n h o  w ore  tb o  CunannitoB— and*
' ’  •*’  nn waylunu -----  . pQ

cursing a son of Ham C0U*
last-named pooplo.

(To be contint

Tho Biblo is said to bo in8
is not. _________ _—-----  . ,0
in harmony with his own 0

wb® c<
. i bat tb® < > 0

P,r0dl. b deduce«^, a n ^ -

in oOen: 
È*0*'-* Op

Tho conscquonco is th‘U
lit«

C nei-. Ho lays emphasis on ¡t. ' 0ot> »
over all that is opposed 1 jod

, >testant nihlo A11
............ .. • » The ftUotbG;tr¡ ^ ^ /tho samo infalliblo book. ay*

The Bible teach* - ^  Kone
aro both right, 
tho sects.

TI» 1,11,10 ind
i S d . «  " - r - . - s s r s f ^

do. What is tho explanation, 
contradicts itself.— tí. W . Foote, “



September 19, 1909 TH E  F R E E T H IN K E R G05

Correspondence.

T H E  GOOD OF R E LIG IO N .

I must “ think on.” I  trust m y denial will be as publicly 
stated as your charge. You will hardly expect me to send 
you Mrs. Boulter's receipts. I  did not care to ask for any.

------- E rnest Pack.
TO TUB EDITOR OF “  THE FREETHINKER.”

j j 8’-H n  the Freethinker of August 29, there appears an 
Ste.te«ting article by Mr. Cohen entitled “ Religion and the 

te-" May I bo permitted to enter m y dissent from one 
Ssage in that article ? Mr. Cohen says :—

. 1 It is true we— that is, Freethinkers and Nonconform- 
mts—talk of religion as being a private matter, one on 

nich the State has no right to obtrudo its power and 
Presence. But this is merely because we recognise— Free- 
th f 6rs consciously and Nonconformists unconsciously—  

at men and women may be as well off without religion as With it.”

tt)at jj16 first place, I  should like to say that I cannot agree 
by ^conformists all accept the view of religion presented 
Vnist I know there are a great many Noncon-
thotJ5 8 '''fi0 believe in what they call a National Religion, 
®8tabli y, y n°fc believe in any individual soct being 
8uppotj f i  as a Stato institution and upheld by State 
pt0{e ‘ ^  may, of course, bo said that a Church which 
Cannot rePresent the National roligion in any country 
tid t„ ? 80 unless it is established as a State institution 
of theCeiV° S support. But there you are. The mind 
think“ -afVera8? Christian is a marvellous thing, and if it 
8°Chn V i s i b l e  that a National religion can exist though 

th a t^  rece' ve8 State recognition and support, who are 
km .,Wo sbould dispute its conclusions ?

Sj8"cst(' 1° , nios.̂  important point in Mr. Cohen's article is
Won ^is remark that “ W o recognise........ that men

%  poin)“^ “ ay as well off without religion as with it.” 
J[here v 18 that men and women must always and ovcry- 
^ th in k  °e^ er without religion than with it. Some 
N  still hCtS 8eom to imagine that a person may bo religious 
j® a dan„ 0 as WeH off as the man who is irreligious. This 
^bPless r°TS a-n<̂  EaisIea<iing supposition. Religion is not 
len ders i • *8 Positively harmful. The religious man
t!9 ‘Panlm i rea.80n and accepts falsehoods. Ho degrades 
A »s n0(. aniI insults the dignity of his own personality. 
( and ,°rely toolish to bo religious, it is injurious to 
i^ontao- “ aracter. All who deviate from the truth and

are doing a serious wrong tc
-un ,«, .— • <«iiier. A ll W
"^anitv latellect.ual sloth u — 0 -
Ûst pty' . r®othinkers, if they are to advauco thoir cause

Sw  a'm tho dangers of boing religious; they mus
Hisipg ).Vfoabening and degrading religion is, and wha

hPtnL , cts i‘  bas upon character. To bo roligious is ti moral, t v  v.~ r ...................
S v e

: c°iic
[(.¡iCrimes m — >»>-110 u» uiiuiuuesiiy uut sue mosi
0  H ak , 0 religious is not to bo uegativo, color 
6wte''giouH ..^ b o  religious individual, as well at

[qj, * ——-- v.uaiaciiO[i JL U UU ruuyiuus 1H 6CJ
Q. ' Po bo identified with any religious sect is tc 

. ! comj01 or8au'8atious which retard humar developmeul 
■ li°Ps o,; °  n°t  mere petty acts of dishonesty but tlio mosls, .‘mea. tv —is • ■

I
it
)

, S ^ 8 camp. You, Sir, have always advocated . 
°us or,1Cy’ bot thero bo no quarter given to the 

'Vk t  ia “l 1” 168 of truth.

Igi0n —" “ VOS. m i  ___
) to tr ?.rgau'8ation, is an obstaclo to progress and an
iv et>em-o’ Ut u Freethinkers must carry the attack intc ‘Ufcn̂ i y 8 carnr* V -  r..

Policy.

it uat is « ul *rutb. 
íeality ¡ acccPted as morality iu the Christiau Churchos is 

ip^hiso , , T orabty. Let us rccoguiso this ; and if wo dc 
^  Piasti ci18 Vve must publish it. The battlements 

1B£U must bo stormod by Frecthinkere.

Êo> '8 0

S imple  S andy .

To PACK a n d  h a r r y  b o u l t e r .10
AmoT" V DlToa..“ " “ OR OF “  TUB FREETHINKER.

^'aliv^’ whi„v "  Ac‘d Drops "  iu your issuo for Sop-
> h y  “ ' ! h y°n  refer to me under cover asj n "**» ' 8Unn»*rv bU bUC3 UUUtil WWfWA no nn

 ̂ fru,,,S8Ing my namo, but plainly placarding
’ a_ recent articlo of mino to tho Now 

ono of “ thosothe 6M  " Mr <3ec,aro that I was not
Sr) 'blastii, ‘ Coulter as concerning tin,blasphemJI° Ul,t''r as concerning tho maintcuanco 

O ' 110 i ^ o u p c , 8 ’ b om o ” during his imprisonment. 
Ve®*oni 6rs onti 'i lDy ° 'vu meetings in Finsbury Park to 

tho n ?P*lam Common, and paid over to Mrs. 
* 0 °  8 abspn° .? t'ons I°r tho four Sundays during

^ 0  >otsfiay oviC° - ^ °  8UIU of -t-tt 8». Further thau this, 
I n f o r m  rosuh8 ,ttCL'tlug8 a.t H >’lk  I’ark my appeal 
.. .,!? 0 U s 1 . d in a profit 011 I'rcelliinker sales|w 'vj p. u AXQ l '* ,M “prom» kjli i »ccmrumor nuit

W*1 Mto ““odini,]« y,ivbich Mr. Boulter’s family benefited.
touted p y “ '»tasteful to mo to bo compelled, by 

N ^ t t e /  c°bonLM HUr°  my alleged unfriendly attitudo 
\ | 4sliia(^ b "an r'U| to .^1Us advertise tho small share iu 
JIm ^¡vi^birs Hta. | .as8'Htanco for which I was rt sponsible, 
S  Uai °tlier t l '11 ct rta'nly did occur to mo that at least 
V )  .'''as 1 "'as :i f ‘a!‘ myself would stop out and deny your

^(SS fa'Vare t?0 ^ 'b 'b  so. Seemingly, I am remiss;
troiy ^  ' " t  it bad becomo fashionable to blare 

0 vcry housetops through a megaphone.

[We did not think it necessary to mention Mr. Pack’s name, 
but since he puts the cap on he may wear it. We regret that he 
did not read our paragraphs more carefully. There is really 
nothing in his letter which substantially contradicts any of our 
statements. All he has to say is that he personxlly obtained 
£3 19s. for Mrs. Boulter during her husband’s imprisonment. 
This is a very different thing from undertaking, not only the 
legal costs of Mr. Boulter’ s defence, but the maintenance of his 
home during whatever term of imprisonment he might have had 
to suffer. W e are glad to know that Mrs. Boulter benefited to 
the extent stated, but we fail to see how it affected the situation. 
— E d it o r .]

The Boulter Fund.

Previously acknowledged, ¿G24. Four Yorkshiremen, 4s.; 
E. J. Chamberlain, Is.; Clarionette, Is.; J. F . Collins, Is.; J. 
Taylor, Is.; Ex-Sunday School Teacher, 2s.— N, J. Evans 
(Hon. Treasurer), 122 City-road, E.C.

P R O FITA BLE R E LICS.
The Pope is negotiating with the new government of 

Turkey for the purchase of the exhibit called the Holy 
Sepulchre at Jerusalem, for removal to Italy. It is a source 
of annoyance to his holiness, who is a dealer in fake relics, 
that the profits from this best drawing one of all, considered 
as a show, are gobbled by Infidel Mohammedans. Certainly, 
it would be a winner if he could only instal Christ’s tomb in 
the Vatican for exhibition purposes ; and he might add to it 
that other hole in the ground, the Tomb of Adam, where 
Mark Twain was once discovered bewailing his ancestor. 
The actual tiling the Pope is trying to buy is a tomb manu
factured for tho purpose to which it is put— that of gulling 
tho gullible. It is covered by a church, alleged to be built 
on “ Mount Calvary,” but a half dozen Christian sects aro 
forever quarreling about tbo sito of tho crucifixion, no two 
agreeing within half a mile. Tho place of the crucifixion is 
unknown, but tho placo of this fiction, tho holy sepulchre, 
is arbitrarily fixed, aud hero come tho faithful and comport 
and prostrato thomsolvos in a way that causes a sane spec
tator to blush for his species. As many different objects 
connected with tho crucifixion as names can bo attached to 
aro gathered boro— among them the stone the angel rolled 
away from tho tomb. Thero is oven an apertured fragment 
called “ tho cleft iu the rock," a relic of phallism, which is 
exhibited as a rook that was rent by the earthquake at the 
timo of tho crucifixion. Theso relics havo been sold and 
replaced, probably more than onco, and some of them aro 
alroady iu Rome, whoro tho Pope wants to fetch tho “ holy 
sopulchro." Tho “  true cross,” in quantities sufficient to 
load a ship, can bo found in tho churches of Europe and 
Asia. True crosses becamo so numerous that long ago tho 
theory of “ miraculous multiplication ” was evolved and 
adopted by Catholics. Thoro might be a multiplication also 
of holy sopulchros ; wore the one iu Jerusalem to be removed, 
who can doubt that tho exhibitors would supply another aud 
that myriads of Christians would supply tho faith to make 
it genuine ? Tho Pope can afford to pay almost any sum for 
tho dosirod object, for ho would got his money back, showing 
it, insido of ton years. If human fragments purported to 
bo wrist-bonos of St. Anno havo enough drawing power to 
support churches boro in Now York, in Quebec, aud in other 
places, tho Holy Sopulchro must prove a mint. Once in the 
hands of tho Catholics, they would have it working miracles 
all tho way from tho Jordan to tho Mediterranean. They  
say pilgrimagos to Rome aro not what they used to bo. 
This would revivo a docaying custom, and the Catholics of 
Italy would oxporienco a now baptism of faith aud fraud.—  
George Macdonald, •' Truthteeker "  (New York).

If judgment depends on tho will, it is through the will 
amcuablo to m otives; consequently, the way to promote 
correct opinions is to promise rewards and threaten punish
ments. But if judgment docs not depend on tho w ill; if it 
is necessarily determined by tbo laws of roasou aud evi
dence ; then it is an absurdity to bribe uud intimidate.—  
G. IF. Foote, "  The Book o f  God."

All the meanness, all tho rovongo, all tho hatrod, all tho 
infamy of which tho heart of man is capable, grow blos- 
somod, aud boro fruit in this ono word— He’ll, For tho 
nourishment of this dogma, cruelty was soil, ieuorauco was 
rain, aud foar was light.— Ingenoll,
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, eto.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post ou Tuesday 
and be marked “ Lecture Notice” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
iNDOOlt.

Si. J ames’ s H all (Great Portland-street, W .) : 7.30, G. W . 
Foote, “ Shakespeare’s View of Evil— in Othello, etc.”

O utdoor.
B ethnal G reen B ranch N. S. S. (Victoria Bark, near the 

Fountain) : 3.15, C. Cohen, a Lecture.
Camberwell B ranch N. S. S. (Brockwell Park) : 3.15, a

Lecture.
K ingsland B ranch N .S  S. (Ridley-road) • 11.30, F. Schaller, 

"  Christianity Played Out.”
N orth L ondon B ranch N. S. S. (Parliament Hill, Hampstead) :

3.30, W . J. Ramsey, a Lecture.
W est H am B ranch N. S. S. (Outside Maryland Point Station, 

Stratford) : 7, E . C. Saphin, a Lecture.
W est L ondon B ranch N. S. S. (Marble Arch, Hyde Park):

11.30, a Lecture.
W ood G reen B ranch N. S. S. (Spouters’ Corner): 11.30, a 

Lecture. Seven Sisters’ Corner : 7, a Lecture.
W oolwich B ranch N. 8 . S. (Beresford-square) : 11.30, F. A. 

Davis, a Lecture; 7.30, W . J. Ramsey, a Lecture.
COUNTRY.

I ndoor.
B ishop A uckland : Meeting at Musgrave’s Tea Rooms, John- 

street, Spennymoor, at 3, Business and Discussion.
B irmingham B ranch N. S. S. (Bull Ring): Thursday, Sep

tember 23, at 8, F . C. Berkeley, “  The Budget Proposals of 
Thomas Paine.”

G lasgow Secular S ociety : 12 noon, Adjourned Business 
Meeting to Consider Financial Report.

L iverpool B ranch N. S. S. (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): 
7. H . Percy Ward, “ Christian Persecution in Spain.” With 
special reference to the Ferrer case.

Nottingham (Cobden Hall, Peachey-street): 0 p.m., Meeting 
in connection with formation of Branch.

O utdoor.
E dinburgh Secular Society : The Meadows, 3, a Lecture ; 

The Mound, G.30, a Lecture.
Oomokk V a l e : Mr. Bennett, afternoon, “ Is the Bible the 

Supreme Word of God?” evening, “  Christianity Reconsidered.”

TRUE MORALITY:
Or, The Theory and Practice of Neo-Malthusianism,

ZB, I BKLI1Y1,

T H E  B E ST BOOK
ON THIS HUEJECT.

Moyer fine Large-payer Edition, 176 paget, with Portrait and Auto
graph, bound in cloth, gilt-lettered, poit free It. a copy.

In order that it may have a largo circulation, and to bring it 
within the reach of the poor, I have issued

A POPULAR ED ITIO N  IN PAPER COVERS.
A oopy of this edition post free for 2d. A  dozen copies, for dis

tribution, post froe for one shilling.
The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, says: "M r .

Holmes's pamphlet.......is an almost unexceptional statement
of the Neo-Malthusianism theory and praotice.......and through-
out appeals to moral feeling........The special veluo of Mr.
Holmes's service to the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human 
well-being generally is just his oombination in his pamphlet 
of a plain statemont of the physical and moral need for family 
imitation, with a plain aooount of the moans by whioh it can be 
s scared, and an offer to all ooncorned of the requisites at the 
lowest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. 
Allbutt, aud others, have also spoken of It in very high terms. 

Ordert should be Bent to the author,
J, R. HOLMES, EAST HANNEY, WANTAGE.

PAMPHLETS by C. COHEN.
Foreign Missions their Dangers and

Delusions ... ... ... ... 3d.
Full of facts and figures.

An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics ... 6d.
Principles of ethics, based ou the doctrine of Evolution.

Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity.. Id.
Christianity and Social Ethics ... Id.
Pain and Providence ... ... ... Id.

Septem ber  19, 1909

BUSINESS CARDS.
Short advertisements are inserted under this heading at the rsl' 
of 2s. per half inch and 3s. Gd. per inch. No advertise»80 
under this heading can b e  less than 2s. or extend beyond  0118 

inch. Special terms for Bevcral continuous insertions.

FOR SA L E .— The Freethinker, complete I Complot° 
from No. 1, 1881, to No. 1,405, 1 9 0 9 ; 28 years; bo»» 
£1 0  or near offer.— John R ussell, Ballards-laue, 
Finchley, N.

H A R M SW O R TH  S E L F -E D U C A T O R ,” 8 vols. (cowr- t 
in perfect condition, as now ; cost £ 2  10s , will » » .  
3 5 s .; a bargain.— L. G e n t l e , Poste liestante, B ltc 
Herts. ___^

T H R E E  pairs of Trousers to measure for 21s., naado^^ 
some really good remnants ; patterns free.— H. M. 'VI 
22 Northside-terrace, Bradford.

I R ETU R N  your money in full and allow you to l<e°Jjo0ts 
goods if my 8s. 6d. Ladies’ or Gents.’ best Sunday ^  
(all sizes) do not givo satisfaction.— A. Dyson, 690 »  
road, Bradford.

O VERCO ATS 27s. 6d. Suits 80s. Samples froo- 
week I visit Wigan, Bolton, Blackburn, and 1>Qj 
F reethinkers, send mo your namo aud address." 
Gott, 28 Cburck-bauk, Bradford.

Natural Religion
OB

T H E  S E C R E T  OF ALL T H E  CR e i#

BY

F. J. B.

ieing an abbreviated rendering in English of the k'reaj n'(V°fVt 
Jupuis L Origine dc tout lee Cultes, first published in 
vlnch Robert Taylor, Logan Mitchell, and other astro;»? ^  
xponents of Christianity have so largely drawn. This 1‘ ¡j|
lioroughly explains the astronomical origin of Christian»!’̂  J 
nanuer which everyone may essily understand. It 'v.1£ e.f 
ie deepest interest to Freethinkers and an astonish tl> 

ipener to orthodox Christians. Its value is enhance“ , ^  
nclusion of threo important plates from Dupuis, reproduc 

difficulty) on India paper, which will not broak with

Bound in Cloth. Price Two ShiH*
Postage Twopence Extra.

d *

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle-street ( FarriugdoB “tr

Of“ * ]KV
’ We have received from the Pioneer 1,K‘» S "j ^

— o book, entitled Italy It Crickletcood, by , t<̂ >jutio» °* reli 
It gives a very vivid account of tho mental e' f0ri»ciri„1vii'i’„r,it gives a very vivta account oi mu m e — . ¡s fornj (T.flyi>,'V, 
man, who is convinced by study that many o ftre fie (!
beliefb are not founded on fact. Wo think 0f t» . ne ■b8*1/  til'u r iiU B  u iu  UUt l u u i m u i  u u  u to t . »» w * nflCO u  . J <
secret in saying this is tho actual expenc _ reiigi°u u o' 
Persons of all shades of roligious tielief, tt per“
all, may derive much intellectual benefit 
book.” — John Pull.

Ralph Crickl
A Twentieth Century CritiC‘l^ o|o^'

Exposé o f  C h r is t ia n

(In the Form ok *

iVlythc

Nove» )

By STEPHEN FITZ-STÍ3̂
A W ell• W isher o f  the lluvto.n

po,w$H’

3 8 8  pages, cloth.
Post Freo

p r i c o
3 $'

6 à'

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Nowcostlo-atrcotiT h« P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastlo-streot, Farringdon-streot, E.C.



Septem ber  19, 1909 TH E  F R E E T H IN K E R 607

T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y ,
L IM IT E D

Company Limited by Guarantee
Begittered Office—2 N EW CASTLE! S T R E E T , LO N D O N , H.O, 

Chairman of Board of Directore— M b . G . W . FOOTE! 
Secretary—H M. VANCE! Miss),

t*inn°0,e,y was ormed in lu»8 So »fiord legal security So She 
ih M°n aad application o£ funds for Seonlar purposes.

0(,je6 Memorandum of Association sots forth that the Society's 
•CoaV*8 ‘— Promoie the principle that human oonduo t 
5tiur i i  based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super
ior ? "clief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper 
T0 p1 a'il thought and aotion. To promote freedom of inquiry. 
Beta 0ra°te universal Seoular Education. To promote the oom- 
l^ljJ^culariBation of the State, etc., eto. And to do all suoh 
bold j in8a as are oonduoive to such objeots. Also to have, 
01 i>e'an°ei38’ an^ retaln any sums of money paid, given, devised, 
•he rn.eataed by auy parson, and to employ the same for any of 

Ths F°!°a of the Society.
8J0U, ‘Ability of members is limited to £1 , in case the Sooiety 

b® wound up and the assets were insufficient to oover 
y om59'~ a most unlikely oontingenoy.

Pay an entranoe fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent 
Ths ¿1 oripti°n of five shillings.

Ittoa H°oiety has a considerable number of members, but a much 
Waod nnw'38r is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be 
¡1 p9tt,amongat those who read this announcement. All who join 
Its [6a °‘Pate in the oontrol of its business and the trusteeship of 
t'omjj .tO0a> It is oxpressly provided in the Articles of Assooia- 
‘h98oo, ®° Member, as auoh, shall derive any sort of profit from 
St|y Wav Zi.e**ber by way of dividend, bonus, i

tv l . SoQi®ty,B -

I or interest, or in

affairs ate managed by an elected Board of 
consisting of net less than five and not more tnan 

Members, one-third ef whom retire (by ballot) each year

but are capable of rc-eleotlon. An Annual Geneia Meeting cf 
members must be held in London, to receive the Report, ehet 
new Directors, and transact any other buBinesB that may arises.

Being a duly registered body, the Secular Society, Limited, 
can reoeive donations and bequests with absolute security. 
Those who are in a position to do bo are invited to make 
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favor in their 
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension. 
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The executors 
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary oourse o 
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in 
connection with any of the wills by which the Booiety has 
already been benefited.

The Society’s solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battoock 23 
Rood-lane, Fenohuroh-street, London, E .O .

A Form of Eefueit.— The following is a sufficient form of 
boquest for insertion in the wills of testators:— M I give and
"  bequeath to the Seoular Sooiety, Limited, the sum of £ -------
■ free from Legaoy Duty, and I direct that a receipt signed by 
"  two members of the Board of the said Society and the Secretary 
"  thereof shall be a good discharge to my Exeoutors for the 
"  said Legaoy.M

Friends of the Society who have remembered it in their wi.lg, 
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary of 
tho foot, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will 
(if desired) treat it as striotly confidential. This is notnecestary. 
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get IoBt or mislaid, and 
their oontents have to be established by competent testimony.

CLEARANCE SALE.
To make room for fresh stock.

the book of god
IN THE LIGHT OF THE HIGHER CRITICISM.

BY

G. W. FOOTE.
CokTEOTu ;—  Introduction —  The Bible Canon —  The Bible and Soionce —  Miracles and 

^  ̂ °hcraft— The Bible and Froethought— Morals and Manners— Political and Social Progress 
. N a t i o n — The Testimony of Jesus— Tho Bible and the Church of Eugiaud— An Oriental 

fictitious Supremacy.

COLONEL INGERSOLL’S OPINION.
with great pleasure your Book of God, I congratulate you on your book. It will do great 

18 filled with tho best of sonso expressed with force and boauty.”—Lettor to the Author.

^hCED FROM ONE SHILLING TO SIXPENCE.
(Postage lid.)

IH  COPIES R E D U C E D  TO  ONE S H IL L IN G ,  POST FREE.

1i°RREU
PRESS, 2 NEW CASTLE STREET, FARR1NGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.
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SUNDAY EVENING LECTURES
IN THE BEAUTIFUL NEW

ST. J A M E S ’ S HALL,
G R E A T  P O R T L A N D  S T R E E T ,  L O N D O N ,  W .

DURING SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER.
(Under the auspices of the Secular Society, Ltd.)

T H E  S E P T E M B E R  C O U R S E
W ILL BE DELIVERED BY

Mr. G. W. FOOTE
ON

U THE MASTER’S MIND”
AS FOLLOWS :

Sept. 1 9 . “ SHAKESPEARE’S V IE W  OF E V I L "— in Othello, Macbeth, etc.

„ 2 6 . “ SHAKESPEARE’S TESTING OF RELIGION ”— in The Merchant of Venice, etc.

Doors Open at 7. Chair taken at 7.30. Seats, Is. & 6d. Some Free Seats at the B ^ ’

OUR C L O T H I N G
IS NOT CHEAP

AT THE

EXPENSE OF THE WORKER

This is what a Trade Union Paper says:— 
“ I was privileged to walk round the 

Clothing Factory of Messrs. Geo . JESSOP 
AND Son, Ltd., Batloy, The buildings are 
well adapted for their business, and far 
ahead of many first-class tailors work
rooms into which I have been. The place 
is one which is healthy morally as well as 
physically and financially."

— Factory Times, August 8, 1908.

Send Postcard for
Patterns and Self-measurement Form.

JOIN THE ARMY
business Man’s Boots."

both7 oraresTi ^ AD of alJ 6imi,ar Priced Tfn i. 
Thov nm YL-E’ comTORT, and V U liA h lL
desion« ‘"Penally manufactured to oar 0 „
at a^m’ '1ln d ,the ro8uJt is  “ A HIGII-CLASS
S r gh ° deratf°  P«co. Lace or Derby pa tted
os. 6d ., post free.

Our L a d ie s ’ 5 s . l i d .  Box Calf &0°{{
brings us repeat orders f 
parts of the world Stocked j,
patterns. Lace, 5s . lid -» p  
or Derby, 6s . 3 d .

if you require “ Extra
writes us. We have 
to fit you. Gents
14s. 6d.

W i d e  B °  f .K
l i s

Ladies’, frorQ

When Ordering enclose postal „“i  ’¿ fS *  “  
and send us a pencilled outline 01 
a piece of paper as a guide.

0 e i ^ f e -
Exchange.— Wo are always w*^'n^nlers re<̂ ' 

any hoots which aro not to 
ments. Our aim is to GIVE SATIS*

GEO. JESSOP & SON, LTD.,
Clothing Manufacturers, 

B A T L E Y ,  Y O R K S H I R E .

Catalogue post freo on application

W U 1TEH O U 8E & CO., HOOTT FACTORS» S'*0
irrnVfi»

Printed and Publubed by the P iomikb l ’ a.ad, 'i Nowoantlo-Btreut, Lom iou, E.C.


