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and°f] “~tesol® difference between the faith of Positivists
God IC °f the old theologies is that for the Will of
W& substitute the Order of Humanity.

—J. H. Bridges.

A Lost Soul.

Christ-Ra*s Proverb, was not built in a day ; and
was not built in a century. It took
dre"g , 8 of years to complete, as it is taking hon-
Very ¢ yeara to dissolve. For this reason it is a
it fOr °®Pbcated structure. There is something in
Win (ilQi sorts tastes. Those who like metaphysics

that of tk “n w?aul’lepistles and in such dogmas as

Win fin} . .trinity. Those who like a stern creed
vinistu *n the texts that formed the basis of Cal-
fital N . those who like something milder will

“Paths”™ 8UC™ texts as “ Love one another” and
It mf j°rS*ve them, they know not what they do.”
"Pecta f be confessed, however, that the terrible
~ligionh ~ristianity have been most in evidence.
N ji Oad its first roots in ignorance and terror,
°r Periyj u84j c°ntinuo to derive sustenance from them
Ir*spect’ People were never allured by the simple
awful heaven; they were frightened by the
~ere a‘rosPect of hell. Of course the two things
hrimB8tdWay8 more or less mixed. The recipe was
Nate™ 0 and treacle, but the brimstone predomi-
nant Was the more operative ingredient.
aSsa; Q, 'day sermons tell us chiefly of God's good-
y's T'ustieer Eermons tell us chiefly of what is called
°eaturv e Puritan discourses, of the seventeenth
ik’st of ther® lar8ely occupied in telling people that
s 0Lhow «m Would be damned, and explaining to

datnCed if8t and logical it was that they should be
ieally / was a sort of treatment they should
aaiQy(. ., bankful for; and, instead of protesting
gtatefui ' “bey should take it with folded hands and

P ow ~ Ubtoi8sion.

of be danm' reacbers have depicted tho torments
a °a sonin] | ~ ow many have described the fate
iwc® rrontfiW  Pbey positively delighted in the task,
t? abotninrn0r8an8 of 8mell will sometimes delight
bas re e 8tenches. Even the average Chris-
ala of otho ued damnation—especially the damna-
h ? Part of rPe°’Pie—with remarkable complacency,
it¥e0* andhe gstablighed eesnsmy of the universe.
G'ea8t'octively en a 8uPerior spirit revolted against
lhe3 1I0ana/’ ~ us we boar O_f Gre?”}{ the
Ptesall1631 Pam,« 6n wa9 devoutly believed that

V o e,i. with 08 were all in bell, being deeply
(the i "aud be < 8Piendid virtues of the Emperor
800,, Send en8”IDg for his release; a prayer which
the ~ °ever h Was Sranted, with a caveat that it
iloQ Sreat ~ ,° ropeated. Thus, also, we hear of
W b iB ceh *8 kneeliug all night on the stone
ih dvb ' Pass'onately beseeohing God to save

8 "Ovojf n

tivej Bed. Civ8r 108" e”ornal damnation has mightily
oeJ mil Do. 118ed men and women will not— posi-
0 tjf ar° obli damned at the old rate. The
“Hte6 a”ered8 - accommodate their preaohing
i .~al Qor,« 0lrcum8tances; hence we hoar of
1 A * and “ Ultimate Salvation,” and
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similar brands on the new bottles in which they
seek to pour the diluted old wine of theology.

Archdeacon Farrar was a type of this new school
—at least, in the Church of England. He was a
wealthy pluralist; in addition to which he earned a
large income as a writer of sentimental books, that
immensely tickle the flabby souls of “ respectable ”
Christians. Not quite illiterate, yet nowise thought-
ful, these people are semi-orthodox and temporising.
They take the old creed with a faint dash of heresy.
Hell, at any rate, they like to see cooled a bit, or at
least shortened; and Archdeacon Farrar satisfied
them with a hell which is not everlasting, but only
eternal.

We believe that Dr. Farrar expressed a faint hope
that Charles Bradlaugh had not gone to hell. It
was just possible that he might get a gallery seat in
the place where the Archdeacon was booked for a
stall. Dr. Farrar was not sure that all the people
who were thought to go to hell really go there. He
entertained a mild doubt upon the subject. Nor did
he believe that hell is simply punitive. He thought
it is purgative. After a billion years or so the ladies
and gentlemen in the pit may hope to be promoted
to the upper circles. Some of them, however, who
are desperate and impenitent, and perfectly imper-
vious to the sulphur treatment, will have to remain
in hell for ever. The door will be closed upon them
as incorrigible and irredeemable ; and the saints in
heaven will go on singing, and harping, and jigging,
regardless of these obstinate wretches, these ultimate
failures, these lost souls, these everlasting inheritors
of perdition.

Humanity is growing day by day. So is common
sense. Every decently educated person will soon in-
sist on the abolition of hell. The idea of a lost soul
will not be tolerated.

A theologian of painful genius (in its way)
imagined a lost soul in hell. He had been agonis-
ing for ages. At last he asked a gaoler “ What hour
is it ?” and the answer came “ Eternity!”

Thoughtful, sensitive men and women, in ever
increasing number, loathe such teaching, and turn
with disgust from those who offer it to their fellows.

We are not aware that men have souls, but if they
have, why should any soul be lost ? We are not aware
that there is a God, but if there is, why should he
let any soul bb lost ? Sending souls to hell at all is
only punishing his own failures. If he is omnipotent
he could have made them as he pleased, and if they
do not please him it is not their fault, but his own.
Let it be distinctly understood that a creator has no
right over his creatures; it is the creatures who
have a right to the best assistance of their creator.
The contrary doctrine comes down to us from the
“ good old times ” when children had no rights, and
parents had absolute power of life and death over
them. In the same way, God had absolute power
over his creatures ; he was the potter and they were
the clay; one vessel was made for honor, and one
for dishonor ; one for heaven, and one for hell. But
civilisation has changed our conceptions. We regard
the parent as responsible for the child, and God is
responsible for tne welfare of his creatures. A
single “ lost soul ” would prove the malignity or
imbecility of “ our father which art in heaven.”

G. W. Foote.
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The Future of Religion.

Theke is nothing easier in the world—to a Christian
— than to write or speak on the religion of the future.
The followers of other religions may find the task as
easy, but my experience lies chiefly with the believers
in one creed, and | confine myself to what | know.
Christians, then, find this task an easy one owing to
the beautiful simplicity of the procedure. This con-
sists in dooming every religion but one to extinction,
and projecting this one into the future as that which
mankind will one day universally adopt. I need
hardly say that the one selected for preservation is
their own. Every variety of Christian is in agree-
ment in the use of this simple method. What is
theirs is permanent, and absolutely true. What is
of others is false, fleeting, and doomed to destruc-
tion.

It may be said that, in so acting, Christians are
only doing as we all do when we write about the
future. Some truth there is in this retort, but there
is a difference that restricts this truth to very sharp
limits. To try and detect tendencies that are
already at work, and assume their continuance and
consummation in the future, is one thing; to take a
number of unprovable dogmas and assume their
permanence is another and a very different thing.
That God exists, that he is of such-and-such a char-
acter, that man has a soul, and that this soul will
continue to exist after the dissolution of the body,
are dogmas on behalf of which no real evidence ever
has been, or, so far as we can see, ever will be, offered.
Catholics rightly laugh at those pseudo-liberal re-
ligionists who protest against dogma while laying
down these beliefs as articles of faith. They must
always be dogmas in the fullest sense of the word.
And the only reason for saying that people will con-
tinue to believe them is that people have done so in
the past, which is assuming all that is at issue.

I have said that the scientific method is to trace
tendencies and allow for their consummation. But
even this contains an element of uncertainty. If the
human mind always worked on strictly logical lines,
and if human evolution moved in a uniform direction,
the whole question would resolve itself into a simple
calculation. So much knowledge having been gained,
and so much progress achieved, we need only allow
for acceleration of motion and the answer would be
givon. But, unfortunately, people do not always
reason with strict logic, nor is the direction of
human progress anything like uniform. Above all,
it is dangerous to assume that because we prove to
the believer himself that certain of his beliefs are
false that we have thoreby corrected his particular
mental twist. Perception of the falsity of a par-
ticular belief may only mean exchanging it for
another of the same mental value. The common
case of those people who accept miracles in one
direction while repudiating those of an identical
character in another direction, or the manner in
which certain Protestants will argue on the absurdity
of certain Roman Catholics while accepting sub-
stantially identical beliefs in their own creed, furnish
evidonco that tho famous story of the gentleman who
said that ho had abandoned the orrors of tho Church
of Romo in order to embrace thoso of the Church of
England is at least truo to lifo. And oven when cer-
tain forms of superstitious belief are exploded in re-
lation to religion they may still crop up in politics or
sociology.

All of which goes to prove that while a certain
typo of mind persists superstition in somo form is
inevitable. Just as tho origin and development of
religions holiofs are strictly historical phenomena,
inevitably appearing as the concomitant of a particu-
lar frame of mind, so their perpetuation and rejection
aro dependent upon tho samo mental typo. All the
discussions as to what people will do without religious
beliefs is thus waste of time. Whilo their minds are
fittod for religious beliefs, religious beliefs they will
have. Bocal circumstances will determine their
form, but roligion itself will remain. And when
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their minds have developed beyond the relig”r®
stage, they will have shed their beliefs with no
sense of loss than we experience in losing the 'ia®®
material of the body. And those who take a suu
ciently comprehensive view of mental evolution
realise that in the case of those who have develop®
beyond the religious stage— | mean beyond it in socio
logy and science as well as in religion proper-
this has not been achieved by any elaborate reasom &
process, but because their minds represented av»r
tion from tho religious type. All that reasoning 1.
done in their case is to make clear to them whe
they really were. il
Our estimate as to whether religion will or
not persist in the future, or, to put the ’SSLB£
another form, whether it will strengthen or weadXx
in the future, should be determined by our judg®
as to whether the forces at work are such as ten »
preserve or eliminate the religious type of mind-
long as the environment favors the religious type
religious type will persist. That much may be "0
for granted. Fortunately, however, the pressure 0
present environment is to the discouragement o
religious type to a much greater extent than has
before boon the case. In earlier generations the s
tivo action of the Church sufficed to suppress
mental variations dangerous to itself, while the
of knowledge protected religious belief among
mass of the people. But while on the one "0
social and political changes robbed the Church
power of direct suppression, altered know« 8 a
nature and of man undermined religious belie N
whole. From the fifteenth century discovery.”
discovery has with cumulative force been r.
home to the human mind the lesson that . e 8
natural is a pure myth; that the whole uni* *
naught but a plexus of non-conscious force®*” %
this has represented an attack on religion a0
insistent and inescapable. Insensibly be > cfl0.
modified and outgrown by tho pressure of i<
ceptions of the nature of tho world-force m fijf

N

N

God suitable to the pre-Copernican universe ®
ridiculous to the new astronomy, and still ojjjjor
when astronomical discoveries were backed ~ J0
developments in physical and biological soien N

old scenery became quite unsuitable to _ﬁt
theatre. Religion began to lose its hold on ete

so much because of the reasoned attacks t ‘eOougb
made upon it—although they were powerfn “~jcb
—as on account of tho new environment wi
B AIARSIYRNOE | b oorin har i
SRR . ReOn i, oY ronme
no longer favorable to tho growth of the religg
type of mind. | am not, in saying njucd . (
of the many social bribes hold out t%hm wyu tOB
formity, and of tho many institutions
tho perpetuation of roligion. But it MY &o; WJ
tioned whether these do more than by ~NitioQ
’\Z red

nﬁl % ere bmi t/\.je?{ Ris éass -of ?nué‘tltu{_uD

aya
& gcinl bgﬁsmr be

Kb'Al,
is, | repeat, to procure silence ;
6‘7"{‘?‘ any such transformation in onr B erm

ouldp_wg Eﬂﬁ sr? |nst|tut|ons nor al ex n%es

ngerrgy IStéor theah t
ﬂﬂﬂ"neqi in toaohing and chafabiér; Everychurch

Ulbmoley Y aRUaPE 1S t09aY 15 1ing of » 6
ry specific doctri O[ tbom aro openly repad
as tnOnfc profosBoio{ n °l orthodox Christianity {,r

sm n Sfty that tbn ~P oloSyhas,indeed,go”ff*e
rw ,] nccoontOf 0 roUSioo of ¢ a future * f£ @

anr/Oran°thor wn°Q”° teaching ofthenajp
WL 3 QKA B Ronest” trUtHsRKIEDE 103
S V ; at d common social

*hat win occur- HO,°ao boPos thisiasd® A i
that win thenL r1U ia certainly not Ckr'~o
theology jg .nn°. Inhis oan ot

SO?IT]

re,'«foD 8 9,::}]7d|;,t n“t S01 'ﬂfepfraéftﬂ t|\7Vl'c>||
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0 ? 18 neither a group of individuals nor an

8uccn .+ 0n' ®*£ber °f these might bo crushed, as
& attacks have been crushed before to-day. The
One’® ‘bat truth is mighty and will prevail is not

Stuaff .bolds good of particular cases. As John

and remarked, truth has been conquered over
tho T aSain in the world’s history. And if Free-
goti ~Upended for its existence upon a person, or

defeat-Per80nsi or an organisation, the story of the
the t £ruEb might be cnce more enacted. But
the f r’n&b °t modern Freethought lies precisely in
thenja , £bafi tt is merely voicing tendencies that are
ileSMVeS ™e exPressi°n °t a boat of forces which,
lation #0y def” Particular location and exact calcu-
partj ’ .or that very reason defy also destruction. A
of A nar. v’ice may be suppressed, but the cause
religiou'0100 be.8 bey°nd the reach of the strongest
existin 8 orSanisation that one can even conceive as
Wit} under modern conditions.
?gical 8t)ec*dc doctrines at a discount in the theo-
Netnse]WOr'A” wnth religions organisations pressing
i6ligjon' 68 uPon the people, not on account of their
utility 8, T r € but on account of an alleged social
W to-da - m° 8" °t the Christian Churches offer
And tl ~ 18 a vaSUO> nebulous species of Theism,
than s'8 Gan no more hope to permanently survive
I°nger Hecibc. doctrines. The cultured world no
ideaa. Ttand n awo and wonderment before the God
it8 utte baS beGn analy8ed, traced to its origin, and
that tf/ Worthlessness exposed. The knowledge
iebgiou -j0S8e838 °t the origin and nature of all
fio Tore ] ea? ca’°not be suppressed; civilisation can
On the p °$e ~ than it could forego the use of metals,
ting u °ntrary, one is fully warranted in anticipa-
k@wled "'dor diffusion, until, by tho spread of
the socin? °? £be ono band, and the modification of
CTe tol 8™“ucture on the other, religious beliefs
*elved) jj 0 8tndied, not as anything useful in thera-

pist. ° 1 as mstructive reminiscences of a barbaric
C. Cohen.
Does Nature Forgive?
fuj *~—

fhre Chrfl~0688 of 8me *8 a fundamental doctrine of
?Qther n &0 reb8'on> It is really a portion of
fhe Shor|rC* f reafer doctrine called justification. In
a°t of GQ.r Catechism justification is defined as “ an
®fis, and 8 £ree Srace» wherein he pardonoth all our
f°r the ri &0ePteth us as righteous in his sight, only
Reived ?b‘eoi]Brness of Christ imputed to us, and
a‘Bcerned / £affb alone.” In justification Aquinas
?208 w, *°ar elements or steps, of which forgive-
I Qver ,, 0 £asE Justification by faith alone is,
f £gqll ova* bfo-eminently Protestant doctrine. In
» . Martinn5ebca,t splendor it is the great discovery
HOtle8 Luther; and ho dug it out of Paul's
Awards of ero *t had lain more than half hidden for
?at gO(j a thousand years. In Acts v. 81 we read
n Bforei,,” Jesus with bis right hand “ for to
r? Pfeacho™388 of sins.” The essence of tho Gospel

r 8risend by Panl was thafc “ through this man
teTis8iQ and ascended man] is proclaimed unto you

«>'eVer8  p~n/ Forgiveness was a free gift which
hi a ~botj, mu”™8"received from heaven. Says Paul:
isaMood J Lhrist] wo have our redemption through
I tbe doctr' forgivenoss of our trespasses.” Such
TugaTent 1 of f°rgiveness as taught in the New
th 6 death rff n by the orthodox Church in all ages.
t06 Poiectivl Cbri8t on the Cross is represented as
HtJ™Pe Ont 0 ground on which alone God is enabled
APt that d 8 wbole sinful past of all who by faith
h8j % aim ]a”b as their own. It sounds so won-
i8 ba8 WafiJ® 6 ,“be man is a notorious scoundrel;
Q+ 80noh Wed *n the worst moral filth; his name
tg, day he 'k vbe n°strils of tho community; but
th8f S aton belleves that Christ died for his sins,
SaTe n,GQB0nNt to Heaven on their acoount, and

W °f the 1 0QIGNt God, not only acquits him in the

chan18 O S '’ Dot only sinks bis Pasfc oat of BiSbfo
"eter, °Unces him a shining saint, a blameless
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That there is no exaggeration or misrepresentation
in that description is clear from No. XI. of the
Articles of the Church of England i—

“ We are accounted righteous before God, only for the
merit of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ by faith, and
not for our own works or deservings. Wherefore, that
we are justified by faith only is a most wholesome
doctrine, and very full of comfort.”

And the theologian is careful to assure us that for-
giveness is a momentary act. One instant, the man
is as black as bell; the next, as white as heaven. If
the act is condemned on moral grounds, it is explained
that it is merely a forensic act, an act that changes
a man'’s legal status, not his moral character. It is
in the capacity of judge that God deals with a man
in justification. It is a base oriminal that is in the
dock, deserving of eternal damnation ; but the
Crucified steps in between the judge and the pri-
soner, and looking through the transparent Savior
what the judge sees is not a base criminal, but a
beautiful reflection of his own righteousness. That
is exactly what is meant by being “ in Christ.” No
wonder that the Church of England Article says that
such a doctrine is “ very full of comfort”; but that
it is “most wholesome ” is, to say the least, some-
what doubtful. To treat a bad man as if he were
good, to account him righteous when he is the very
opposite, by imputing to him the righteousness of
another, may yield him a vast amount of superficial
comfort; but instead of being “ most wholesome,”
such treatment would be morally degrading. This
ought to be self-evident. And yet the doctrine of
forgiveness is preached from a million pulpits every
Sunday. Only two Sundays ago a distinguished
Scottish divine expounded it anew in a prominent
London chapel. He asserted that if the greatest
sinner living repented and believed on the Lord Jesus
he would, in that same moment, experience tho
exquisite sweetness of his Father’s pardon.

Of oourse, within the limits prescribed by tho
sect to which he belongs, a preacher may say what
he likes about God and his modes of procedure.
God takes absolutely no notice either of him or his
utterances. He may speak in the Divine name to
his heart’s content without being once contradicted.
Speaking for a Being who never speaks for himself
is the safest profession on earth. But the preacher
just referred to ventured to say a word in Nature's
name. He made a contemptuous allusion to certain
scientific teachers of the day who declare that
Nature cannot forgive, that tho law of cause and
effect is never broken. | need not tell you, he said,
that | regard that teaching as utterly false. Itis a
lie, he exclaimed in a stentorian voice. Nature can,
and does, forgive. In a report of the sermon that
appears in a religious journal, the writer says: “ |
was especially impressed by his refutation of tho
saying that consequences are inevitable, and that
Nature is unforgiving. Nature is not only forgiving,
she seeks to repair the wrong.” The only example
of Nature’s forgivingnoss that he adduced was a
most unfortunate one. He said that when a man
breaks his log the doctor sets it, and Nature brings
all her healing forces to bear upon it. What on
earth was there for Nature to forgive in such a
case ? Nature repairs damages whenever she can,
but she does not forgive disobedience to her laws.
She never aocepts the overtures of mediators, and of
substitutes she knows nothing. Indeed, the majority
of orthodox divines frankly admit that Nature has no
pity, no sympathy, no love. It is God alone, they
aver, who can forgive sins.

We confidently challenge anyone to furnish a
single instance of forgiveness in Nature. Has she
ever addressed a wrongdoer in such caressing terms
as these : “ lam deeply sorry for thee ; 1 will erase
tho blaok record, and give thee a fresh start”?
Does she not rather cast him into prison with tho
words, “ Verily | say unto thee, thou shalt by no
means come out thence till thou have paid the last
farthing ”? Take the law of health, and you will
find that in conformity to it there is enjoyment, and
in disregard to it suffering and misery. If you are
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rash enough to jump into the lake with no know-
ledge of the art of swimming, Nature will not for-
give your folly and bring you in safety to the bank.
She makes no allowances for ignorance and in-
experience. She treats all alike, without fear or
favor. All actions have their harvest of conse-
quences, and Nature never intervenes.

The same law of cause and effect operates in the
moral sphere also. When a man has a weakness
which has made him its slave, what gospel of hope
can you honestly preach to him ? There he is, a
young man of twenty-two, with the fires of passion
burning within him at white heat. He sincerely re-
pents that he has allowed them to have no change in
their way with him so often, and he beseeches God to
forgive him, and strengthen him to keep them down
for the future. Who kindled those fires? His ances-
tors. He may repent and pray for pardon as fer-
vently and continuously as he likes, but no gracious
God of love will ever come to his rescue, and pluck
him like a brand from the burning. He is in
Nature’'s hands, and his only hope of relief is by
assiduously cultivating other and nobler departments
of his nature, and so gradually dampen the perilous
passions. Occasionally we witness what appear to
be magical emancipations, but they do not last. No
one can permanently cheat his constitution, or tran-
scend the law of sequences. The preacher men-
tioned the case of a man in Yorkshire who fourteen
years ago was a notorious drunkard. He is now a
total abstainer. “You think | am different,” the
man said to him, “and so I am. When you saw me
last 1 was what | was; now, by the help of God, I
am what | am.” But, really, has it not once
occurred to the preacher that such an illustration of
the efficacy of God’s help reflects no manner of credit
on the Supreme Being, but rather shows him in a
most unenviable light ? There is no mystery at all
about the fact that here and there we come upon a
reclaimed drunkard, who ignorantly attributes his
reclamation to Divine help, but there is the deepest
mystery imaginable in the thought that, if Divine,
supernatural help is an available reality, it should be
withheld from multitudes of drunkards and others
who passionately ory for it. This is the mystery of
mysteries— if the Christian religion is true.

Wo hold that Divine help and Divine pardon and
Divine redemption are figments. As Mr. Bernard
Shaw says, “You can no more have forgiveness
without vindictiveness than you can have a cure
without a disease. You will never get a high
morality from people who conceive that their mis-
deeds are revocable and pardonable, or in a society
where absolution and expiation are officially provided
for us all. The demand may be very real, but the
supply is spurious.” There is no God who sinks
black pasts, blots out evil records, annihilates wicked
deeds, and treats a devil as if he were an angel. He
is a pure fiction of the schools. The only power
with which we have to reckon is Nature, who cannot
forgive because vindictiveness is not in her, and who
cares not whether we swim or sink. All that she in-
sists upon is obedience, and this many of us shall
have to learn, if at all, by the things which we suffer.

J. T. Liojd.

BREAK O’ DAY.

The Christian fires die out. Through all our climo
Tho sacrificial knives grow red with rust.

And with a touch, powerful and firm as Timo,
Tho blood-stained altars crumblo into dust.

Tho slavery of tho soul long drags its chains,
And faint the promise shines, and dim the day

Till Truth’s sweet smile hath kindled it; in vain
Man's fiery zeal till Knowlodge leads tho way.

Slowly as children that first cross Life’s floor,
With patient, halting feet the way is trod,

uUntil fair Knowledge opens wide tho door
And Man with freedom casts aside his god.

—Thomas Moult.
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“ All Things Confess His Strength.”

Hr trembled at tho rustle of a leaf. The murmurg
tho breeze sounded to his ear as the voice of
enemy in ambush. At the sight of the whirhDS
stream that hurried to the sea he was smff M
awe, and he kneeled to the Power of the Watery
A distant peal of thunder struck terror into bis ® '
When the sun set, life became a nightmare.
sun that sank low on the winter horizon Boermcd
presage the death of the world. If pain shot thrru®
a limb or an organ it was tho malignant to*®
devils, and gloom and horror threatened him in
forms of the vulture and the serpent. Even
was transformed into torment, for when the won' '’
the child, the parent whom he cherished was !
the pale ghost gibbered at the grave or sauc
menacing entry across the old threshold.
Such was the infant feebleness of Early Man- ~ fi
Nature stood over him as a despot, elepHap e x -
strength, tigerish in spirit, a very giant of IDdl, jj
ence or of majestic cruelty. Ho kindled firOra "Na
was stolen fire, and he shook at the sight 0 ~
courage. Every tool he made was a theft, a
quivered at his own broken speech, dreade *»
magic of the very words he breathed, and dare
claim the invention of his crude music and eba
“They gave me all | have,” he whispere™”
pointed to the forest where goat-faced Pan
and the heaven where the gods sat in conr)C”3 of
feasted on neotar and set aside a few cru
bounty for the weakling Man. ., OGBS
Never did such timidity make such omnipOl - jper
Who would have imagined that this poor w°r adl
who gave bull or lamb to the flames of the a calje
humbly begged for a little of the corn or we — =
he had himself reared, could have produced ftO® "
heart such mighty figures of divinity ? This qua*'J
wretch it was who placed Yahveh on mMount » ,
mV' A +Ko K'hfninn,o and Zens on the thrg{ OIP

o N

iuaruua iu tuo rnuiauuo ui uuo ~\e
the illimitable field of tho skies, and Allah 10 O,
mansion of the stars. This fearsome child of 0 ™0
cowed by his own dreams, nevertheless wove *
very spells that affrighted him. He shaped a toi
devils with his cunning fingers, and peopled pa*' "0
with angels. He hung over the cauldron uD. jts
witches’ broth of his seething ideas, and s»* jst?
fume and lurid exhalations the outlines and jjes3
forms of creeds and dootrinos. Muttering 0 gi
incantations, uttering mystical thoughts wi jOg
as of a woman in childbirth, he produceé:(lj(tpe(gocnbl i»
' ora0

churches, theologies, faiths, divine
dramas, divine epics, divine revelal ’'“un?®
decretals, Bibles, the crashes of ApooniyL j~elt'”

And he bowed before his own gods AN
. 0 idi!

grovelled, he half rose, he cried a cry oF %6 flelt’\
shouted a free thought, he cursed binise > ~ 0~
lay as one sick, ho was delirious, be sp ‘ appOf,
feet BAd laid viokent Rands opsA wbateV p Aflgd o
to threaten the authority of his 6°j™js

doubted, he wept, he protested. At UDfJjjeld 00
his gods,—the reflection of his own so” ba°d ja

him the sceptre of monarchy. At bis ftBed1
spirit of Fear chattered its teeth, and
step forward meant death and hell- piritof f F3

No rest; there was no rest for , 10jlIPgeo® ° 0XB
He watched Naturo oven out of the N
terror, out of tho burning fiery furnac
and diseases. He gazed at thing®
gazed again, counted, miscounted, . g

weighed, thought to find gold where find P>
and made a false plan of stars and " atid "
with an oath that this was God's tri .D a0
science. He repented ; ho observdC ~ anm $t

and erased and ro-wiote, BhRKl — fhen glk°d *6%
and spat in the face of faot, and 1 ~ be' (ewj

fact ho had sought to abase. At 1I° 70s $
his hand a book,—a little book,-"0 r0 fau 6y

naturo. And tho Soul of Mighty N _ -a 0
the puny child was winning niov
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® A n d the gods began to fade in the new light,
th u8 sPr™ °f Fear commenced to loose its grip on
0 Bhou]der 0f Man. And there was heard, in the
the f Holies in the Temple of the human heart,
jjfaint melody of a Hymn of Triumph.
V138 kOr° a million defeats, ho attempted to
St f Op MO0 in a place of famine and frost, and a
(R 6 'n the planet that harbored wild beasts. The
at?-a"88 and bees an” beavers might have laughed
gov BeMor8to found a family, a village, a city, a
& erntrient, a society. The houses that he con-
bab° ~ Were consumed in the fires of war. The
iro es i3®bsgot were cut in pieces by the bronze and
fello° ”~*8 own moulding, or sold into slavery by the
tho Wme? who alone could combine with him for
federC rePnblic, kingdom, empire, world-
ddvi a 10* Dreaming of peace and fraternity, he

he dr Instruments of torture. Singing of love,
aition® ~eren° to the cells of the Ingni-
Freej *’ th Oyes uplifted to visions of Justice and

honest™’ ? 8 burned witches, cropped the ears of
of trntk008*8' and decreed starvation to the teller
Earned W. » run™ with the glories of Heaven, he
SWeati k™8 hcfrisb system of wage-slavery and
the nfl?’ and shrieked the blessings of his God into

~orkhoue58 °f pr*sons’ and the ~reaiT wards of

~heei ™ ere was plot within plot, and wheel within
and pa« - ' arn*d the incessant hurly-burly of error
stayed 8j-°n’ essOntial Spirit of Man had never
quest f.1 ? °Peration. It had never rested in its
of fOu r the Holy Grail of Love. Amid the storm
~nianit™8 devhry and anarchy, the child-mind of
theJea ~ Was meekly but unfailingly spelling out
that moliS ~rue Life. It fashioned customs
banners tt f°r bealth, laws that tended to order,
the child ~08hered chivalry, ideals that protected
~tended’ a?d 8urreunded woman with respect, and
frr the N Khl0 outcast, and made a clear space
&k witwr® Ca'naer °t new thought. The stage

aQtth &« 0 7iolence of debate. The gods rose
*aitlinrTO Akan like a phalanx of infinite threat and

at his g2’ and ~e hand of Fear clutched nervously
~rl?resse8' 6 and hade him call a halt in his defiant
But 4v
e el. g frr°°d of Man was up. The craven child
tr& quav ~ a0S waa become adult, and the lips that
ft0 fidmo'ér8<* a ~ePrecation at the altar now damned
**ethat Dltlons °f Fear and bade tho gods begone.
aa"aaﬂm %o &avvled now strode. And he tahoiit)
& door* of 'divitiity now clapped the
to Oat° and bade theology lie in its temple for a
Power and Went out to survOy tbe estat0 of “1S
OPIC has been syng thraugh 'Lﬁ fifst cconmiex
e iEde gods will make neW ‘re.)Ublios that
%'ltbe beams of heaven will plan tb J the globe,
tu?ae their ton thousand flags ;nJUStry. He
i war

E_#CWed slaves WMFIDR Hélm in serving
6 "hack of corQtn°nwealth. He that burdened
the 7 uc, vornan will give her the throne
a ard at°fu 8 beart- He that crouched as a
8 * conn 00 ril8tle °f Nature’s leaf will march
' Cfips iaOror °f forces and a master of ever-

5 411 tVdead
of’t’eoq tInfl8. confess his strength,” says Shelley,
hlp8|c>kl)'le(_:'a§|t nf Irom’arnTty—rs—to—be—crn the side
M ¢00s nf 7’ pootry> science, co-operation, and
Viet °r tiin,, “ve. that organises its life without
“Ory in the ind, .dismisses Fear, and celebrates its

h thin,, estival of a now social existence.
‘fchght- 688 his 8trongth.”
W e - i a liisslave, heaven's utmost deep

Jhev rJ* hf r stara. and like a flock of sheep
?het® efo«ehis eye, are numbered, and roll <
and tb Pr&iiatl 8 steed: he strides the air.
*Heaven i>S! shouts (from her doPth8 laid bftrc)
o thou secrets ?  Man unveils me ;

F. J. Godld.

Shelley, Prometheus Unbound.
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“Gipsy Smith” in Toronto.

For the fiftieth—or probably for the hundreth—time the
citizens of Toronto have been “ saved,” from what remains
a little mysterious, but we suppose the saved know what
they have escaped, or may be lost. Gipsy Smith seems to
be an exceptionally mild evangelist—he is not an orator, and
he roars not at all, and his talk is very commonplace
“ Gospel ” or Bible-class talk; but he has been abundantly
advertised, the largest hall ir Toronto was engaged, and
tickets were entrusted to the church workers throughout the
city for distribution among the “ unsaved.”

This last item gives the key to much of the “ success ” of
the revival. Towards the close of the series of meetings
there was something of a wrangle between Rev. Silcox, the
Toronto preacher, and Gipsy Smith. Mr. Silcox said very
few sinners had been brought to the penitents’ bench, the
fact being that the church workers, instead of distributing
the tickets as they had promised to do, had retained them
for themselves and their friends ; and the Gipsy himself said
he had seen the same crowd of faces so often that they were
familiar to him. This clearly shows the dishonesty and
selfishness of these Christian workers. Gipsy Smith, how-
ever, somewhat excused the dishonest workers, and said they
were all the better for being converted so often ; and if con-
version could make them more honest they no doubt
needed it.

Gipsy Smith made one good hit at his familiar Christian
auditors. He said they needed saving, for though professing
Christians and church workers, they had stolen four hundred
of his hymn-books.

But the fact that Toronto needs to be “ saved ” so many
times seems to us to show the utter uselessness of the saving.
The evangelist comes, holds a dozen or two meetings, takes
his pay for the excitement he has created, and the net result
is—nil, so far as any perceptible moral improvement is con-
cerned, but a strengthening among the church-goers of the
ancient and barbarous notion of eternal torment, which is
the great bugaboo used by the evangelist to frighten tho
weak-minded to tho penitents’ bench.— Secular Thought.

Philadelphia has two hundred million dollars' worth of
property exempt from taxation. The Ilargest untaxed
holding is that of the University of Pennsylvania, valued at
$4 500,000. By some sort of graft the Masonic Temple,
worth about two millions, escapes taxation. The other
offenders are the churches. The Philadelphia Record men-
tions that a valuable property owned by a religious organisa-
tion is that of the Friends’ Meeting House aud Penu Charter
School, on Twelfth-street below Market. Although a valui-
tiou of $500,000 has been placed on it, it could probably bo
sold for more than $1,000,000. St. John’s church, Thir-
teenth-street above Chestnut, is valued at $450 000, with its
actual value more than double that amount. The Cathedral,
on Logan-square, is estimated to be worth $450,000. All
the churches in the Rittenhouse-square section have high
valuations placed on them. Holy Trinity, at Nineteenth
and Walnut-streets, is appraised at $350 000 ; St, Mark’s, in
Locust-street, above Sixteenth, at $340 000; St. James,
Twenty-second and Walnut-streets, $250,000 ; the Second
Presbyterian church, at Twenty-first and Walnut-stroots, at
$280,000, and the First Baptist church, at Seventeenth and
Sansom-streets, at $240,000. The Academy of Notro Dame,
on Nineteenth-street, below Walnut, is estimated to
bo worth $350000. The Rodeph Shalom Synagogue,
at Broad and Mount Vernon streets, is valued at $180.000,
while tho Temple of tho Keneseth Israel congregation, on
Broad-street ahove Columbia-avenue, is considered to bo
worth $150,000. These are only a few of the wealthier
churches. From the pulpits of churches worth from half a
million to a million, preachers inveigh against what thoy call
the “ materialism ” of the age and the mad pursuit of wealth.
The pursuit is mad enough, truly, but the pursuers may at
loast plead that there is nothing inconsistent between their
acts and their professions. They aro out for the dollars,
while the churches are out for souls and not for filthy
lucre, but, nevertheless, have gained fewer souls than
dollars. The churches increase their wealth faster than
they do their membership. They would eject a man or sue
him if he defaulted in his pew-rent; but themselves are
defaulters in the matter of taxes, which are to a munici-
pality what the pew-rents are to a church. Claiming immu-
nity as charitable institutions, how fow of thorn disburso as
much in charity as they take from the city and State in the
way of exemptions 1 Tho remitted taxes of church property
in Philadelphia or New York, if paid into a fund, and honestly
administered, would relievo all of the suffering resulting from
actual poverty in the two cities.— Truthseeker (New York).
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Aoid Drops.

There seems reason for believing that Professor Ferrer is
included among the prisoners at Montjuich. English papers
even are referring to him as “ the man who was connected
with the attempt against the King's life on his wedding
day.” Ferrer was “ connected ” with that crime only in the
sense that he was accused of complicity in it by persons
who wanted to get rid of him. He was tried—and acquitted.
The Court of Justice at Madrid had to declare that he had
no connection with the crime whatever. Professor F. T. Del
Marmol well says that Ferrer is hated by the all-powerful
clergy “ because he is spending the whole of his fortune in
building popular rationalist schools in Spain.” If he really
is in the fortress of Montjuich as a prisoner he may be
tortured or killed. No wonder Professor Del Marmol is con-
cerned about him, for he himself was once a prisoner in
Montjuich and narrowly escaped the infamous tortures
which many of his fellow prisoners underwent. One of
those tortures was of a character which can hardly be men-
tioned in print.

Mr. E. B. Cunninghamo Graham, who knows his Spain
thoroughly, writes to the Daily News explaining to Mr.
Nevinson why tho Barcelona rioters “ instead of sacking the
town, burned down churches and convents.” ‘eAfter a
lifetime’'s experience of tho country,” Mr. Graham has no
hesitation in saying that “ religion is hated by the lower
classes in Spain, and priests and nuns loathed.” Tho
Spaniard “ is not as a rule a robber,” but Il the hatred of
religion as religion is very general amongst the poor classes
in Spain to-day.” We have already expressed our suspicion
that Mr. Nevinson is not ignorant of this fact—only he
hasn’'t Mr. Graham'’s freedom to say so.

Moro pious riots amongst the rival Christians at Liverpool.
How they love one another ! And the great George Wise is
doing time. Wo congratulate tho Queon of tho Mersey on
her noble martyr. We only hope they won't give him the
crown. George ought to buy a suit of armor. It would be
better still, perhaps, if he kept from annoying his fellow
Christians, called Catholics, in tho public thoroughfares.

Holbein and Co. have once moro failed to swim the
Channel. It seems as if tho great exploit of Captain Webb
would never bo repeated. The only way to equal his record
may bo a supernatural one. Jesus Christ walked on tho
water, and ho said that those who believed in him should do
more wonderful works than he had done himself. Hero is
a chance, then, for the Archbishop of Canterbury, or tho
Bishop of London, or General Booth, or Dr. Clifford, or even
the liev. R. J. Campbell. Let one of these reverend gentle-
men go forth in tho strength of tho Lord. Prayer will do
instead of oiling, and hymns instead of bovril and sand-
wiches; and if tho Channel-crosser shows signs of sinking,
like Peter, a Salvation Army band on a boat ought to wako
him up. You can’t sleep near a Salvation Army band,
though you may wish over so much that you could.

Tho Bishop of Norwich has boon describing death as “ a
fair angel sent by a merciful Father on an errand of lifo and
mercy to translate tho soul from tho tired body to tho para-
diso of God.” “ Death," he added, “ is only one incident in
our livos, and wo aro best through it. It is only moving
from one of God's apartments into another.” Curiously
enough, his lordship asked his hearers to pray for the
recovery of the Dean of Norwich, who was lying seriously
ill.  So much for tho Bishop’s consistency ! So much, somo
people would say, for his sincerity! Directly tho “ fair
angel ” appears tho good Christians try to givo him tho slip ;
they really don’'t want to “ get through it and as for tho
next apartment, they would keep out of it for centurios.

Tho Bishop’s and tho congregation’s prayers did not keep
thoir sick brother in his old “ apartment.” Doan Lefroy
died within twenty-four hours. We wonder what his now
“ apartmont ” is liko. Wo shall know bettor, perhaps, when
wo see the probate announcement.

Heaven must be in a great iluttor over tho arrival of Doan
Lefroy—if wo may judge by tho sermons preached on his
death last Sunday in Norwich and other East Anglian
pulpits. One preacher pictured him as having been “ wel-
comed by crowds of beautiful spirits” and “ surrounded by
multitudes " of tho inhabitants of Paradise. We aro assured
that he is now *“ personally associated with his glorioUH
Savior.” Wo suppose ho is on tho celestial Privy Council.

THE FREETHINKER

August 22, 19°9
Bt

The preacher’s words can hardly mean less than that,
the Lord only knows how the preacher knows it.

Dr. Clifford praises the Budget for its Christiani’cy. u 5
a Budget after God’'s own heart, a thoroughly Cbris I
Budget. As Dr. Clifford pretends to be on such

terms with the Deity, perhaps he will be so kind as
oxplain to us why all former Budgets were allowed to so
far below tho Christian standard. If Christ is the king »
men, why has he waited two thousand years to inspir,,
Chancellor of tho Exchequer to preparo a righteous Bud!, g
If Mr. Lloyd George’'s Bill is a Christian product, Wia
tragic failure the Christian religion has been.

General Booth is an orthodox theologian, but he has bis
lucid intervals. “ We are all criminals,” he said a* |
place during his recent tour, “ the only difference being <
those inside the prisons have been found out, and those
side haven't.” We suppose the old fellow includes him
At another place he said : “ Punishment, punishmont’\paB"
ment, it is always punishment; but there is no merit |f
to change tho human heart, and that is what wo mu%
we wish to reclaim tho criminal classes.” This
Freethinkers have been saying, substantially, for many Q//%)?
General Booth says it as the clock is nearly striking 1 ~
Yet although ho finds that punishment is a wrong n®
ho believes and teaches that God will punish most
own creatures for ever and ever, without a chance
provement or a hope of relief.

Sabbatarianism is sometimes a very funny thmg'fg‘j*
daily in Scotland; witness the following story told in t Oa
Chronicle. Two Englishmen took refuge from the
small country hotel; after lunch they went into the ety
room and played a game ; but in came the landlord, 1  cOv
drunken condition, upbraiding them for their unsec j
duct, and insisting on their leaving the billiard-rooj = et
explanation was given by the apologetic landla
husband always got drunk on Sundays, but he had g
on Thursday for once, and force of habit rnado mj3 rjg o»
it was Sunday. Ho thought they were playing hi
the blessod Sabbath.

wit>
Talking about tho Scottish Sabbath, wo all kno

Buckle's great work, if from nothing else, wha. ~ $e
thing it was two and three hundred years ago. & ujljorWw
early eighteenth contury, according to anotber g th3
tho state of affairs was bad enough. 7 SA30D got 9
minister himself,” this writer says, * ro™0]*
colleague to preach for him, would make ey tJ
accompanied by an oidor, to spy with his o N fo®

sins of tho absentees [from kirk]. Hero one .".sjeC pecPf)
romping widh hie bawhne) apothbri as_the mi wif®] b
through tho wiudow, was defcocted klssm

,n

i E1‘ounu
coat Off, as"lfhe a,’° 'S and one Was mu—
3eating a hoartv f01“8 to Work : and still ““~fore
Seenjon o ?h g All were pul e(J up bV
session ys inm M al’)d rePentanco forced upon «1 iy
which led Heine in* 7 faotl,ujd ¢ 1t was this sort of t
in tho north__wvlio n t the Scotsmon were Jo
wiju aco pork.
a CGoocn
Portrush piety is up in arms against
b tik RaViililow.  Khiegy o “ satided) couco” Zth.W
doesn’'t matter to tho bigots, and especially

~ it

God, who object to free trade in public on ~ gaOt
the Lord’'s Day—which moans their day. On B* Q).
S>> A

protest meeting was held the other aftern
Hill under tho auspices of tho Portrush Evano” tk™MjV

Ono of tho spoakers doclarod his fim3 .rOlya i, B
* motivo at tho back of those concorts was | aft°r , ftl
ono.” Not wholly, perhaps; but what n* ,gittt> di

there in a financial motivo? What IUtlVu ju tk® fo<]
mates tho great majority of thoso geutlom

profession ? Aro they not after all tho 130 :00 if tke .
How many of thorn would bo in tho profes “ ill@»9
no money in it? As to tho concerts k°* @BoUg
all depends on circumstancos. It IS

them within tho bounds of legality, Wo |>O/%1*O>] *
Portrush who love music and freedom*
will not bo bluffed out of thoir rights >
manger Sabbatarians.

at -
coﬂjgdf.v

i/d fly
bom“

A littlo girl was charged the other d»J

II|co -court With Wegg Shig carr ~ Bia
belonging to somo institution, but con ~

to appropriate tho money to her »wu »
Times draws from this the moral that

entrusted to authorised hands. Wd" ,"ic
that abuso tho gifts of tho charitable P
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gooa w 6 Us as a very "P~ssive one. Whether the money
harm, °. £bo pockets of individual collectors, or, as often
greatOn\ i-~° £be Pockets of officials, is not a distinction of
of en(?Ua . importance. The important moral is the evil
pUD -stmg children with collecting cards or boxes for any
short SV vhats°evor. Nothing could be worse for children—
ot £0f teaching them to steal—than to send them from
in  Odoor>or parading tho streets, soliciting money. And
Many8? affer religious organisations are grievous offenders,
tor th CiUCles and chapels even go so far as to offer prizes
aaoney tf whbo 8Ucceeds in collecting the largest sum of
to I£ aP people would resolutely decline to give money
tho chi iU 00 maffer the purpose for which it is solicited,
S QuirVi 63 w?ufd soon alter their tactics. Nothing would
Practice™ ~ convince our spiritual guides of tho ovil of the
lrecognition that it did not pay.

It
is evident from an article in

5 JNionary
toaga—ine by the Rev. S. Pollard, who kas do

what

PR |st|zrann0|rt]39 r%fcj%t ios tha_tf__ IEWO le °£° Chr:f)tdlﬁ/lns of
rJSago. Some of them got deeply bitten with tho craze

about the second coming of Christ. Definite dates wero
upon whon he might be expected, and tho true believers
seithas pFﬁﬂﬁe vau neglected their farm work and gavo thom-

f I§RRted N paTLY

up to singing and waitin

hetook themselves to a loft, an King every
torches stayed up all night expectin,, apparently not
foment.” These poor people, however, in spite of
as foolish as the Christians who go o Da%ed, and Christ
overy disillusionment. As date after 1 m ,  vyir. Pollard

eag and despair of
. ™ of view, nou
old ance8tor

"l not arrive, many of them “ gave | ,
Pots it that they “ returnod to tho b a
tUoold life,” but that is written from ht* P

fom theirs. They returned, in fac , .ber0 was some-
in which Mr. Pollard admitsthat” tne
biug certain,” and provided at least link with the gene-

tatious who had gone.”

that j].Qrican |ninister, tho Rov. W. R. Newell, complains
London » 13 ¢ asfer to preach tho Gospel in Shanghai than in

'0Sies  tie fays that in London Mr. R. J. Campbell

8* : P(palty denies the atonement, denios tho deity of
isO a’u

«bd, ~at ne says, “ Don t yon know picture of

the j !y temple has disposed of all that? of a re

1i,,iQ 'tuation has aII’the customary exacg have no

di'ViS?t°ry, but it expresses a certain vie' =  Chinamen

b’ S .but that Mr. ewell could, to the class of Chinamen

Y NS EAL0 B THSPARESh, PBUt ol SutP i@
I‘tﬂp et° attribute this to Mr. Campbell. indicating
*° re than a species of barometer useful for ‘ndmai g

op|n|0e58ure of modern thought on orthodox rengo”
LOYIdRRRA L iR Aaky OenE medtiiongtas mlde hoad-

«i;aJd *“ fhePulP't- And whatM ~ amprb lafaJ t echo

o W a8 n 18 t0 the orthodox world is J these,
?uistian;ila y robust thinkers accept as true.

thOtdy Prof8 a %stem of definito doctrines is played out

reeled fram & EbmpIEE Evppsnre 10 thp dvowa

tbesn f £vague and meaningless generalities. And one

‘henw,, ' mo, will have outlived their serviceablenoss, and

1c°Wo the deluge.

«» the—way, thiuiks it unlikely that thore

0 believe in a future life now as
FB mﬁ% an era. We imagine the wish
: UEBH%H{ At any rate, while there is, of
th|f| f petiencR m tbe sllaP° °f figures to go upon, reflection
W ~at 8eorn to point in tho opposito direction. Itis
SilJ”~oro mT? forty years ago our loading scientific men
thr,;, But ;' poken on tho subjoct, while to-day they

Bech b a WBY- their silence ®ToTo letoquent than

W ° sikmt iho condition of thought that induces them
conc aVailable. Tx’Ucourafl® tUem to sPeoch if£ auy evidence
-.er .-, But- so far as the mass of tho pooplo are
0 "? that eo,ma £ttlo doubt as to the waning of the

itQMIVdesPreaH V u ' Freothought is to-day immensely

an CE the raodt lan 6Vcr £ was before, and even the
S, m oV 0o me en-t with tho concentra-

n after Preblems, is a sign of tho waning

Gai?PbeII
a 10W pooplo pay auy attention to
OftUOf " hut ho .?tnct,t Day and an actual resurrection from
Ih(j beli(¥ °WB WoE realiso that tho moro attenuated

k S i,188 biero fi,la ? future life—such as ho himsolf ndvo-

°£cOan lO ProcoUtVlVanE tho cruder form. _ It is, iu fact,
% Aatu HlIRRIBPOAMAN . @é'ligl'é\]ﬂ "Holiaf o

ly in a day, and they do not disappoar iu
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a day. Their decay is gradual, and during the process they
assume increasingly attenuated forms. Between the after-
world of the primitive savage and Mr. Campbell’'s own con-
ception of a future life there is an unbroken connection, the
various stages between the two extremes representing the
pressure of the various accretions of knowledge on a pri-
mitive superstition. And the last stage rests upon no othor
and no stronger foundation than the first. Ingenious apolo-
getics may delay the recognition of this truth, but it cannot
destroy it.

Mr. R. J. Campbell’s logic is still on the down grade. A
lady, “ having watched a beloved father through a long illness
which terminated in death, recognising the inevitableness of
the issue, could not at the time pray for his recovery, or even
for the alleviation of his sufferings.” The effect of this
experience upon the lady is that, for her, “ the force of
prayer is gone.” Mr. Campbell informs her that “ the very
acceptance of the dreaded blow was a prayer,” and that her
“ loving solicitude and care was a prayer.” What wicked
trifling with words. The woman says: “ | did not pray;
reason stifled the cry of faith.” Mr. Campbell retorts, “ You
did pray ; your devoted services to your dying father were a
prayer.” What next ?

The Christian World is angry with Mr. Hall Caine for a
wonder. He is getting positively too kind to Mohammedan-
ism. He would actually “ check, if not suppress, Christian
missionary propagandism ” in Egypt and the Soudan.
Whereupon the C. W. remarks, in a high and haughty
manner, that “ Lord Kitchener and Lord Cromer know as
much about Egypt and Moslemism as Mr. Hall Caine, and
they permitted and even encouraged the establishment of
missionary work and Christian education by institutions at
Khartoum.” We confess we do not understand this refer-
ence to Lord Kitchener. Complaint was made again and
again that he would not allow missionaries to work in tho
Soudan. Even tho Archbishop of Canterbury joined in the
remonstrance against this “ high-banded ” interference with
“ tho work of Christ.” As to Khartoum, the C. W. is clearly
wrong. Lord Kitchener raised £100,000 to establish tho
Gordon College thore, and he deliberately provided against
the introduction of Christianity or Christian teachers.
Which shows that he is a man of affairs and not a zealot.

Tho refcrenco to Lord Kitchener is bad enough, but tho
C. W. goes ono worse. It says that Christian missionary
work is necessary “ if only for the purification of Mohamme-

danism.” Which is enough to make a well-informed person
shiver at tho writer’s ignorance—or impudence. But that is
not all. 1 The people who know,” the C. IF. says, “ declare
that it is tho infusion of Christian hnmanitarianism and

ideas of liberty and equality into Turkish Mohammedanism
that created the force which has set Turkey on the path of
progress.” Tho people who know! Who are they? The
peoplo at tho C. W. office, of course. Theij know. They
know a good deal more than is true. The leaders of the
Young Turk party learnt somothiDg else than “ Christian
humanitarianism ” at Paris. Liberty and equality they
might have learnt there. They couldn't possibly have
learnt it from any Christian book or Christian teacher.

Tho fact is that professional Christians aro getting waxy
over tho splendid behavior of tho Young Turks. What right
have Mohammedans to act in that way ? What business
liavo thoy to falsify all the statements and prophecios of
Christian missionaries ? It is positively shameful. People
will begin to think that Christianity does not possess all the
truth and all the virtues. And a thought like that is simply
shocking. Yes, after all, the Christian World has our sym-
pathy. We know how it must suffer.

It was openly regretted by many of tho English papers, at
tho timo whon tho late Sultan was deposed, that the loadors
of tho Young Turks were anything but religious. Like the
Japanese, the Youug Turks were quite willing to take as
much of Western science and progressive science as suited
them. But thoy left Western religion severely alone.
Moreover, whon wo look at tho condition of pious Spain
and holy Russia, tho talk of Christian humauitariauism
and idoals of liberty becomes quite farcical. Tho Mo-
hammodan religion does provide a machinery for tho
deposition of a ruler that abusos his trust. It also
toachos explicitly that a ruler is to bo selected on
grounds of public utility and social fitnoss alone. Chris-
tianity provides no such safeguards. It toaches submission
to established authority; its Churches encourage, as they
onco openly proached, unquestioning obedience to tho km« ;
and for those who revolt there are Christian prisons and a
Christian soldiery to teach the world what Christian ideals
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of humanitarianism and liberty are really worth. The only
two countries that have within recent years accomplished a
peaceful revolution—Japan and Turkey—are both non-
Christian. Russia and Spain are examples in the other
direction.

Cardinal Gibbons wants religion taught in all the public
schools in the United States of America. He says it is the
only guarantee of honesty. Some people, however, don’'t
agree with him. A credit clerk expresses a different view
in a letter to the Now York World. “ 1 am,” he says, “ at
the head of the credit department of a large manufacturing
business. Daily I am called upon to decide whether we
shall give credit or not to over a hundred new customers. |
never take into consideration the religious views of these
customers. | want to know if they are honest, if they are
thrifty, if they have enough capital. They might have been
educated in doctrines and beliefs from their earliest child-
hood without influencing my mind in their favor. In fact,
some of the worst frauds we have on our books are of the
sanctimonious sort.”

Feelers are being thrown out for another Torrey Mission
in this country. It is said that the brazen Yankee libeller
of his own countrymen is to be invited over hero to save
souls (few of which can be as “ lost” as his own) for a
couple of years. Nonsense is talked about “ the groat
success ” of his mission a few years ago. The Loudon part
of it, anyhow, was very far from being a success. It was a
considerable failure. London was a fatal place for Dr.
Torrey. He had to meet our pamphlet exposing his infa-
mous libels on Thomas PaiDe and Colonel Ingersoll. He
had also to meet Mr. Stead’s sharp criticism based upon our
pamphlet. And if he comes to London he will have to meet
these things again; for bo cleared off without expressing
regret for his dirty slanders. We shall give him no peace if
he dishonors England again with his presence. Creatures
liko Torrey suggest the exclamation of Emilia concerning
tho wretch who slandered Dusdemona.

How many times wo have said, during tho past thirty
years, that if Jesus was a superhuman personage he cannot
possibly bo our exemplar. How can we imitate a God ?
How can the sinful imitate the sinless? The idea is absurd.
And the absurdity of it is now being perceived by the Now
Theology people, who are Bimply Christians somewhat
infected with the spirit of Freethonght. One of their promi-
nent advocates, in the leading article in their weekly organ,
expresses himsolf as follows:—

“ If it was by reason of superhuman elements in him that
Jesus saw what he did, then his visions can have no meaning
for us who aro not superhuman ; if it was by reason of some
superhuman elements in him that he becamo what he was,
then his ideal cannot be ours. The theorists who put the
fundamental element in tho consciousness of Jesus some-
where outside the pale of humanity, slay him for the world
far more effectually than ever his enemies did.”

Precisely. This is only a less pointed way of saying what
wo have always said. Now Theologians stoal our thunder
and advertise now fireworks. But we don’'t mind. They
push somo of our ideas about—and that'e all right. Isnt
it?

Lord Provost Wilson, of Aberdeen, has confessed why tho
local clergy wero not allowed representatives on tho govern-
ing body of tho Technical College. Ho has been driveu into
explaining that it was considered that tho now Board would
get on bettor without tho ministers. He did not care to tell
the Presbytery so, and therefore keptsilent, but as thoy have
forced his hand he now lots them know tho truth. Ho says
that ho finds it very difficult to get on with ministers, and
lie is sorry ho cannot admit that all of them aro men of
liberal education. Thoy know now.

Reginald John Charles Julian, tho Truro divinity student
who committed suicide becauso ho had not passed his B.D.
examination at King’s College, left a lettor for his father in
which ho said “ |1 go to a life beyond humau conception.”
Ho was not an Atheist, anyhow ; yot, according to Talmago,
Torrey, and such preachers, it is Atheism that leads men to
self-destruction.

Rev. A. E. Foster, vicar of St. Luke’s, Preston, divorced
his wifo and wnnted to marry again. Preparations were
mado for tho nuptial ceremony to tako place in his own
church, but the Bishop of Manchester intervened to proveut
it, and it has bocu indefinitely postponed. Tho poor parson
has a right to marry again under tho law of the Stato, but
the State Church refuses to recoguiso his right. It is a nice
dilemma. Either tho State or tho Stato Church will have
to go to tho wall.
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The Daily Chronicle will have to look after its paragraP
writers. One of them stated the other day that “ Sell a
that thou hast and give to the poor ” is a “ Biblical injat
tion that is ignored by practically every Christian.’
went on to say that “ to act upon it is considered eviaeD"
of insanity ” in Australia. The Melbourne Hospital
been applied to by the Master in Lunacy for the retum
£1,150 donated to the institution by a gentleman w
* wished to denude himself of his estate in accordance w
the dictates of Scripture.” This is very interesting’
would he still moro interesting if our contemporary w0,
answer this question : “ If it is insanity to follow the *ft
ing of Jesus, what was the state of mind of the teacher n
self ?”

When the hot weather came at last it carno w“ct.
vengeance. *“ Providence ” seems like a rusty old ~e?rgly
cock, which refuses to move as long as possible, ana
lurches round to the other sido of the compass. Ithas n
far worse in Amorica. The New York people have
wanting to go to hell to cool oil.

Rev. Dr. J. Warschauor ought really to be i, jiere’s
kitchon-garden Christian Evidence lecturer'scry of *  @ai(:
ycr orspitals?” In last week’s Christian World @"

“ When our Ethicists and Aguostics cau show
hospitals they liavo built, tho orphanages they bavo
the philanthropies they havo callod into boiog, wo 8.g;flLity
their claims to give us something better than G

more seriously than wo do at present.” Onew°®° ~ ¢t
that Christians wero the only people who 30 ry”~e tho
hospitals, orphauagos, and other philanthropies- . .jan8 y*
case of hospitals. Thoy are not built ~N'n n
Christians. Thoy aro built by citizens as citiz n
is high time that they wero all supported and ®" (jris40

the municipalities. What the Christians dois'institute;

They monopohso tho management of thoso o&lytih)y
Thoy make thorn places of Christian bigotry A ents g}p the
Christian chaplains aro paid to worry the Pftlul”' ebrin'fl
kingdom of heaven. TRe very Aurses have to” ~ fiOd)e
worshipers. Nursos who happen to bo Freotum =
it bo known, nro chased out of tho hospit» s. ~jtp
known mauy such cases. For an applicant O fh<itl
ir a Freethinker would bo to ousuro iior re]°° . thel
what tho Christians Hb for \YHd IRbapi#alfs—contou

i 9Ks

i N . N H .
Lick, WRe B0 H LR A ,o®%d°°t%%'%?58 '_‘E%%&aé%sgrm_i
was a FreethifRgf; Ho 8y puifidhe "2 MRV
at Boston. a Fr.woi”',rlrd>tbo founder of tho gréa» - b

College; Wag a & r6/ENRKBH  tio ordored that no

over, " Ehisand hEESE A SRR v
! *
operato it themselves, being u- tho m%) Heger fhir
actually sot up a chair of divinity in ig Qulleg«
they aro askéd if this is honest thoy laugh-
the Christians have fens fer Girard et
wonder if Dr. Warschauer is proud of t ,
pe0
that ™~
Dr. Warschau” ,j,||eyl|g
charity- Irishi>
tiftherk V s T r o CTif tea<l@oimg thdbignglso tliau emu.y
«« "jol of Ite e™ *»* "«
A definition. arc
Tommy: “ Bop, what i3 réf‘r‘fﬁﬁftfgﬂf - ing Wo
i'oploy : “ Retribution, my sou, is Bm
will eventually overtuko other pooplo-
UNLUCKY NUMBER .fl th0%”!
Minister's Wifo: “ Do you think tho AN
numbered ?" ” , jlao8s
Clerical Husband : " Certainly 1' h»'r (o JEQ)
Minister's Wifo : WO“, I'vo uibor i f**“"
blonde ono on your ¢0at; what uu- i
suppose ?” A
Clerical Husband : hJ recken that »
an }ﬁf
Kb

A clergyman went to have iitist >

(B, AN o

" hrM _Ui", WOr . "oyl iu Kl

% A %Pominal fea Panting Gii((oi P8

on the dentist »<e "

nif muown writing- ui- o«

St on tho fly *o&f
tho Bsarﬂ%s, an ontn Xnd My fhou
appropriate inscription :
thy praise.”



August 22, 1909

Mr. Foote’'s Engagements.

September 5, 12, 19, 26, St. James's Hall, London.
Ocﬁ(g)ﬁr 3. Glasgow; 10, Leicester; 17, 24, and 31, St. James
, London.

November 7, Manchester ; 14, Liverpool.

To Correspondents.

Annuak Sdseriptings:
R. E.. W»-

The President's HonorariumJvm :
Previously acknowledced, £231 6s. bt
W. V. Kennedy, £1; V. J- D- 10s"’

The " Blasphemy” Defence Fund- C. '’

The Boulter Fund.—We have received -

T-W. Hauguton —See paragraph Thai pund says.

Xg)nr paper seer‘hs to |mp \I/S Sgs Zi
Md_ean.—Will be useful. Thanks. manager for best
0. Leader—Have handed it over to our GNFONt8 abeet, hut wo

attentlon Wo do not issue aweeky c 1Q promot
W fandlng poster. Thanks for y°
our C|rcu ation

~ P. Ball.—Thanks for over-welcomecu 1 '’ ~ ge(j your

H- E. Voigt—Report already in Land,

letter in Morning Leader.

bt Ofl Onr heat.
A B SRR Tahdp RAAR s A ™8 101 efforts to promote

°ur circulation in “ the wilds of Co. C

E Bowen—Shall be sent. -nd encouraging

Brl e ERAH R TIT Slavand: BUF PBRgera could do much

Pnvately to extend our circulation. vUectioniat8 will he

PR dr SESROR'ES y"(‘)’ﬂ' 6P your sp'lén% Iq gruicle.x

" GHI'MY — Tuesday morning is too lat .~ Newca8tlo.atreet.
a* Secular Society, Limited, Otbee is

arringdon-atreet, E.C. Newoastle-stroet.

J National Secular Sooiett’s Office la

Id be addressed
Bhould

arnngdon-street E.C.
or the Editor of the

02 Nevreastle-street, Farringdon-street,

1, ®@IDs* Notices must roach 2 Newcastle-~«6 * n
WC by first post Tuesday, or tney

i»—
. Matliing  s@nd ns newspapers would enhance the favor b
for r "aa8alea‘'Owhich they wish ns to call attention.

ansaeer ProBani, ¥ 8L°uld be sent to the Manager of tli

lganotto the Fdit ewoast*B8tree' > Farringdon-street, E.C

koBenfl L ﬁtInS far Iltsgature by stamps are specially reqgneste

Farringdon-
be

?ta°«r<no? Jr wilu be forwarded diroot from the publisliin
1°8 6d . 1 if00" at ‘he following ratos, propaidOne yeai
' e half year, 6s. 3d. ; three months, 2s. 8d.

Sugar Plums.

r%%%ﬁ IcI ertl,?‘j:,'lgera remember tlio Sunday evening
V 'Obe. ul RBWCHRIP>ce8 of the Sesylar &eaiety, Ltd.) at
hopeth This ia , James's Hall daring September and

Bttp- ~ ® Tid™a. ' Of COnrart o «laniiwt anfamriaA nmi W«

jen,. JParty will give it tbeir energelke "appseegunng by

attend08 tbo lec'utoa themselves « tReir ‘r° - ted

~hhdanco Of as many as Pos8lbl° ?ato tho hoa‘ P ftt
t T ht al it ¢ Miss \ a“°®t
SRS R TRt T (g Neerog

M e»»- C°b

oA £ MEfoe

conclude tho course in October.

n'd tnursTottedhafrpAsoftay ~ 6t
udiencos gather, and tho ?.

'We&haog Sfc
a working ="'

20 S SPHPDEVE o MECE YR Potciym + and perhaps
ANV fuI outd
AQ i, Gloeu Erauch S armying 00 5 Sy A

potknown by the not too delectable ua
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Corner. Bnt the Freethinkers can’'t help its name. The
Branch secretary, Mr. W. Stewart, 117 Langham-road, West
Green, desires us to ask all tho local “ saints” to join the
Branch and help forward its work.

“ Abracadabra’s” articles on “ The Narratives in Genesis”
are being produced, with proper acknowledgment, in the
Searchlight (Waco, Texas). _

“ Anti-Tnfidel ” work seems to pay. We understand that
it has brought the Rev. J. A. Douglas the living of St.
Luke's, Peckham, and we suppose North London will know
him no more. The reverend gentleman is announced to
debate at Clapham Common this afternoon (Aug. 22) at 3.15
with Mr. Boulter on “ Is There a God ?”

Mr. G. Bernard Shaw writes ns with respect to the para-
graph in last week’s “ Acid Drops.” *“ The Clarion,” he
says, “which ought to know better, seems to be the
responsible party for the statement commented on in the
Freethinker. | give you what was actually said, both
question and answer, from the verbatim note. You will find
it enclosed on a separate slip. You will see that thero was
no ‘should’ in tho matter at all.” The following is tho
passage from the verbatim report:—

* Question.—Should you consider that things which all
mankind admit as grossly indecent should be prohibited
or stopped from performance?

Auswer—Well, you know, there is nothing which all
mankind would consider grossly indecent. But | think you
must accept as a necessary thing that there are certain
things which the community will not tolerate Even with
the strongest conviction that you must allow liberty of
speech and liberty of conscience, there are certain things which
would create an irresistible demand to have them prosecuted
under the ordinary law dealing with blasphemy or obscenity.
But | contend that tho ordinary laws, so far from not being
stringent enough, are, on tho contrary, far too stringent,
especially the blasphemy laws, which would put us all in
prison if carried out.”

It is perfectly clear that, as wo hoped-. Mr. Shaw was
misreported. He did not say that thero should bo blasphemy
prosecutions, but something very much to the contrary.

“ As a matter of fact.” Mr. Shaw continues in his letter to
us, “tlio really good point about tho blasphemy laws is that
they say nothing about blasphemy (if | recollect aright) but
do satisfactorily and definitely laydown the particular points
of doctrino that you must not deny. This may bo an
oppressive law ; and tho things which it punishes you for
denying may bo falsehoods; but it is not bad law in the
technical sense. Under it you know where you are. You
may utter ail appalling, heartbreaking, and elaborate blas-
phemy like King Lear, or you may express some scepticism
as to tho efficacy of prayers for rain; but you cannot in
either case be prosecuted under the statutory blasphemy
laws. Under some of the American laws, as under our
censorship, the judge may pronounce any mortal thing that
a human being can utter, to be blasphemy, and any con-
ceivable action to bo indecency. | had to rub this into the
Select Committee. My point was that I was willing to
como under the law, but not to come under the caprico of an
individual. If Blanco Posnet is blasphemous, if Mrs. Warren
is obscono, then prosecute mo for blasphemy or obscenity if
you like; but do not put it into the power of a siuglo irre-
sponsible man to pravent thoso plays being porformod
because lie does not happen to like them.” On tho last point
we are at ono with Mr. Shaw: the censorship is an absurdity,
and tho prohibition of bis last two plays is a positive im-
becility. There is no other word for it. Mr. Shaw is right,
too, with regard to the Statute concerning “ blasphemy.” It
does lay down what you are not to deny or dispute—and it
lays down nothing else. But it is different with the
Common Law of Blasphemy, which is now laid down as not
concerning itself at all with the matter, but only with the
manner, of attacks on Christianity. This gives tho judge
and jury tho power to say that “ any mortal thing a human

boing can utter ” is blasphemy.

The Boulter Fund.

Previously acknowledged, £19 14s. 6d.— Greevz Fisher, 5s. ;
C. Bridger, 3s.; R. Miles, 2s.; M. Quidet, 5s.; G. J. Lang, Is.;
G. L. Simmonds, Is.; Hon. Ernest Pomeroy, £1; P. It
Domonuy, Is.—N. J. Evans (Hon. Treasurer), 122 City-

road, E.C.
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Some Ingersoll Letters.

BY consent of the Ingersoll family, the Truthseeker
(New York) publishes, in its issue dated July 24, a
number of letters from the pen of the late Colonel
Ingersoll, and some from the pens of distinguished
correspondents of his, including Walt Whitman and
Bjornstjerne Bjornson. Nearly all very interesting,
and we congratulate our contemporary on its good
fortune, which we have no hesitation in sharing.

The first letter is from Bjornson, who is the
greatest figure in Norwegian literature since the
death of Ibsen :(—

“ Paris, rue Faraday 15, Nov. 1, 1884.
Robert G. Ingersoll, Esq.

My Dear Sir,—

I am flattered and delighted at having received
your letter and your splendid book, the handsomest in
my library. It contains many powerful and heavily
loaded words, each of which is sufficient to give the
priest a staggering blow. On your account | also
(innocent as | was !) got into a squabble with a priest
not long ago. Then | wrote that | was glad that
Robert G. Ingersoll had got a priest more in his
triumphal procession. Like the eagle, when he has
plundered the raven’s nest, satisfied and quiet he sails
away, followed by the screaming, furious ravens.

You see, one cannot touch against you without him-
self becoming eloquent. The priest also was eloquent!

| admire free America, where a man can stand forth
and say to the Church what you have said in your
book. In Northern Europe would a man therefore be
placed in prison. With us, the eloquence of the priest
is upheld by that of the prison. It is quite suitable that
their work for the kingdom of God should have hell for
its support. Tho current of sentiment within the Church
which forces the priests to protest against having the
help both of prisons and of hell, while they preach
communion with God’s eternal love as the highest in
existence and wish to loavo this to speak with his own
power—this current is already great with you; with us
it has scarcely yet appeared.

Your lectures and books have helped many of our
countrymen in America to freedom, and these have
since helped many in their old home. It is this which
in a natural way has led to tho commencement of
translations of your works among us; but, of course, in
a smothered European form, so as to get past the police,
tho statutes, tho prisons. Tho old monarchies and their
worthy ally, the State Church, could scarcely longer
exist if books like yours should go freely about in their
natural American form.

I am very sorry that, when | was in America, | did
not have the opportunity to grasp the hand of a man
who with the sword fought to free from bodily slavery
three millions of people, and who has shown tho way to
intellectual froedom to many millions more.

In respect and friendship,
Bjorn. Bjornson.”

The next letter is from Ingersoll himBelf on Victor
Hugo’s magnificent Les Miscrables—one of the great
books of tho nineteenth century.

Dear Palmer,— “ Now York, Dec. 30, 1885.

I send you tho greatest novel in the world—a
novel filled with philosophy, beauty, pathos—with all
that is tender, heroic, and dramatic. You will find all
tho lights and shadows that fall upon tho heart—all the
buds and blossoms, and all tho withered leaves, that
bolong to Hope and Momory.

This novel goos over tho wholo field of human experi-
ence—war, religion, politics, love, government, crimo,
punishmont, education, history, and prophecy. It is
filled with tho divine—that is to say, with pity, with
love. Tho good bishop, tho sublime convict, tho puro
“ sister Simplico, tho puror Fantino—all theso contra-
dictions, are higher forms of truth.

No man can read this book without becoming much
tetter or much worse. This great light will either
illumine tho soul, or deepen tho shadow.

You will read it with wonder and toars.

You will finish it with a sig(h. R G il' "

. G. I'ngkusoll.

Wo recollect that Ingorsoll subsequently called
11 Ouida’s ” Ariadne tho greatest novol in tho English
language; but fow, wo imagine, would endorse his
judgment in that caso. Jove nods, and Ingersoll
himself was not infallible—as ho would havo cheer-

fully admitted. We think, however, that no
could praise Les Miserables too highly. But whether
it is the greatest novel in the world is a quests
which there is no court to decide.
The next letter of Ingersoll’s whioh we reprod@D
is in a very different vein :—
“John Lyle King, Esq,, Chicago, 111
My Dear Sir,—
I have read your Fishing on the Nipigon,
in it find new evidence that it is impossible for t®
logians to tell the truth about fish. Your bishop d®1,
to have caught a fish weighing six and a half P°aB j
and yet, when it is opened, it is found filled with ston®
This brings to mind the Jonah story, and the celebr®
fish in tho Apoeirypha whose burning liver dreve, -a
Devil from tho bridal chamber—not to mention the ;
small fishes that masqueraded with tho five loaves,
the fish used by Christ as a pocketbook in which m°
was carried to pay the taxes. Oh, yes! There ap.
to be a connection direct between fish and faith.
know that tho first is an omblem of Jesus Christ.
has always taken great care of fish 1 Wolion ho* »~
all the other animals with a general flood, tho fish
left, so to speak, iu clover. From this | conclude
fish were the only animals not touched or tainted\ t
original sin—tho only things God ever made »
exactly suited him—and for this reason fisn Nol
sidered a holy food, allowed to be eaten on the ~
holy days. For this reason, too, tho apostles ™
fishermen, and their successors, oven to tho Pres@me O
are a scaly set. Hoping that you will havo 11
follow this subject to a conclusion,

| remain, yours as over, ”
R. G. IngkbsoU-

N
N

This is followed by a letter from Walt "
dated Dec. 15, 1891. The letter itself 's ° at
importance, except for its casual aeknowledg

of Ingersoll’s “ noble help” in the shape of lie
resulting from “ the Philadelphia lecture ” tha
had given for tho old poet’s benefit. nQo

The next letter is dated Feb. 2, 1897, ril® eJ, It
than a couple of year’s before Ingersoll's dent = g
was written to a Christian minister who bad iV
ontly favored tho groat Freethinker with a serin

* My Dear Mr. Haskett,— HIsBKF*
I received and road tho sermon, and
for your kindness.
The truth is that I havo no dosiro to bo a » !l flltud
no desire to bo 1saved." | havo no fear as to tfi
and caro nothing about gods. d
| am satisfied that we can find nothing “b® g,ttf
or destiny, and consequently wo should turn®o”jjjl

to° bohannvfn joul be ambitious co u»
mav be FPn Oour2U aud to make othersso. , ©
S ,*.'ta S "0 "oeMyy »B HT YN ' r

Of wau”tlin*1”» “bout Christ boing God—about

beliovor's N, atonoment, and tho redemption
I know t), ? m° “otbing but superstition. , A

idgafangaon*18 bISt A IR0 FPSATTIRRR "\ Ae-
fore y°Uaro ac'uatod by kindness, »0C
fore thank you.-Yours truly, R QM ***q
Two letters, from the young son of a'roCﬂI
Blaine, and from Ingorsoll to Anton g<
conductor whom ho much admire
interest to Amorican than to En «Tl
letter to an old friond at Pooria, wuu” 0 j3fT
Ingersoll (in 1890) “ in reference to”- q
church ” there, contains the following m
“ You say it is nearly completed, with ~ »of
tho”roof. 1 do not soo why thoro shou”™”.olJ by

a Baptist church. You behove m . ,race
and why they should fight tho 1moans

roof is boyond my comprehension.' ~nopé
Ingersoll proposes as a motto fQ
church:—
Tlio wotter ©
Tho bettor.”
irib 0

swuvima aod huokano & flinets 8% uinf* pi
Qo&rofoundly opposod to the “ lyncin J? foieR  il’
1s thogredtedt disgrace foAMBFica. 841

tify or excuse it. It is shoor race batre



as justice. Ingersoll had read an artide by 3
nalist on “ Race. War in the s?°thV . fwn oDinion
thanking the writer for it, and giving is

mobs—even white mobs —

The mob is the danger that threatens the republic
very civilised citizem should do all in his power to
uescroy the wild-beast spirit that causes and anima
the mob. No decent human being ever acted with or
justified amob. The mob is savagery in its lowest and
most form. The mob is an aggregation
yenas,--cebxas, vijpeics, aind wultmies—af all that
~"icious, revengeful, cruel, and infamous.
The mob is a heartless hypocrite, The mob in the

name of 1aw tramples all law under foot, and in the
hmo**3 35 rs, .»a
is@u%vﬁg Thesollli:ln::k/vhich all crimes &8V Crueity
Down with the mob I ,» Recollec
The Ingersoll letters aro £olloT™ oiyLemuel K
«ons of ‘Ingersoll” from the pen olfl (now
Washburn, who was editor of_  Washburn went
defunct) Boston Investigator. , y whon he

indictment for

~ith Ingersoll to Morristown, No's
Mr.Reynolds’s

defended C. B. Reynolds against
blasphemy.” The peccant pa’ssag -

lecture were really taken by him ,»» Jjngersoll
~ticle by Mr. Foote entitled“ A Baby G« wa8ted on
delivered a magnificent speech, hu found
fhe “respectable” wooden-headed j ly fined
fbe defendant “ guilty.” But bbo] 8 forty-fivO
. N SO
FUS TSR FONIEVe 2ghick fr SO ! Ryl

@£, satirically observing before m , ™ >a char-

bat he was sorry to see that Got i Jersey.
~er had fallen to such a low value in qi.
r-Washburn adds—what we di , right to
recollect—that Ingersoll urge foreman
peremptory challenges of the jury- [°ad Mr,
thejury, who was a baker, admitte n ewas
e?nolds'8lecture and thrown it in , tbe panel

J>ed. So were five others. Even when tne v
»‘mete, Ingersoll ?Sked the Court if he might
gagerwy a yvbole one question. His request
QPou th e~ -’ he pat fct_1_i§_'£9\/€em o Sl(f)rgéerehl'f a man
WinVue 3ury ~“bo doe8 not Oiﬁ BIS se%%. [_Iﬁ;'ére—

Tibe stand up?” Not one | nd said:
“Pon the Colonel turned to the Ju g 0 before the
‘" ho flne and

Cb! yta» Honor, that | must try my
costrGr instead of the Court.’ would

i 1 the billhiPrs&BLLif his cheque was.§0a in New
8&y* though his religion was not.

An Innocent on Shakespeare.

t>
- ; . 2 Dickon ﬁ%@
Z’\agr(ﬁe %I'lvgl%)@aggﬁ Rﬁ%@gé $hake&P © * the i
words a lady once summed ~  people

* bORAGW Fei RIS SRorkd ofh * ABpgRye e a ffl

~e so cocksure that Shakespear

. AR Wleh is the bree@iRggl°ang»04nd it'is

,, 8 produced many ardent * . ~ arob-bum
X rOiore fitting that Mark Twain, bis latest
\1@’?% ,ha%e pJIS say upon Uﬂﬁ « U

M “bar, f ~{"espearc Dead ? he trots out all the
Rty>leads nOlIfb ar8urnents; but he, characteristic-
~ovo Rriw  ® to JQ pifamilifar eoAelnsiph. After 8

of the fantastic statements which
LO. oo Procfs " 1 Yals AbsHrehdokripiotark
lava~ no

b Insist on Bacons an ieavos tho

iflau0 and lp))é)ems of ShakesEeare. not write
tbe m at bbe stage that Sbhakespo j fd;
I»"»'». bot “‘“b 'S T ¥ mo name.
R ¥oeidh, PRk S This > 1n ~tioioal fpopkd
n (1l fbat Bacon may have uOn-
&nSe™ “nrks was grotesque; hut _ WBreview

& Is confusion worse confounded. Dei

the facts. From the time of publication in the
sixteenth century until near the middle of the nine-
teenth century no one disputed the authorship of
Shakespeare’s works. The first person to do so was
a Miss Delia Bacon, an American lady, known to be
mentally weak. Her first idea was that Sir "Walter
Raleigh wrote Shakespeare’s books. This she after-
wards altered, and substituted the name of my Lord
Verulam for Raleigh, presumably attracted by the
fact of Bacon being her namesake. Miss Delia
Bacon’s insane polemic did not attract much atten-
tion, but many years later a Mr. Ignatius Donelly,
also of the U.S.A., and quite as mad as Miss Bacon,
published a very elaborate work, in which he pre-
tended to find a cryptogram in Shakespeare’s works
which admitted the authorship of Bacon. Owing to
the publicity given to Donelly’s book by the press, it
created much attention ; but the work was dismissed
as absurd by the critics, and the author declared to
be as mad as a hatter.

In Mark Twain’s new book there is no nonsense
about ciphers and cryptograms, but a parade of
reasoning apparently bolstered by a display of eru-
dition. The master-key, says Mark Twain, to the
Shakespeare-Bacon puzzle is the question, “ Was the
author of Shakespeare’s works a lawyer?” This is
sheer bosh. The master-key required is one solitary
proof that anyone other than Shakespeare himself
wrote the plays and poems. Bacon may be dis-
missed at once. His mind was a smaller one than
Shakespeare’s, and could have been out out of the
Master’s without the fact being noticed.

Another fact of supreme significance is that Bacon
was orthodox in religious matters, whilst Shakespeare
was a Freethinker. There is no other claimant put
forward in the place of Bacon except by the wildest
conjecture. As against all this guessing we have
the plain and uncontradicted statement on the title-
pages of Shakespeare’s works that he was the author.
We have Ben Jonson’s affectionate testimony of per-
sonal knowledge of the Master. Shakespeare lived
an orderly life, and naturally did not make a noise
in the world. He took his place in literature simply
by the sheer force of his supreme genius so quietly
that ho became imperceptibly the glory of our blood
and state. The star of his genius has wheeled so
long, and with so equable a majesty, that it has
become essential to the aspect of our heaven.

If Mark Twain, or any other excitable person,
thinks that paltry polemic or hectic humor will dis-
place the Master in the hearts and affection of men,
he is grievously mistaken. If he is only poking fun
at Shakespeare without reason we venture to tell
him that it is better for people to laugh with an
author than at him. We all laughed with the
author of The Innocents Abroad. We aro all laugh-
ing at tho author of Is Shakespeare Dead ?

Vekdant Gkeen,

ONE THING AT A TIME.

I hold that tho only safe way to success for any agitation
whatever, is for that agitation to adopt, in its corporato
capacity, tho maxim, “ This one thing I do” and adhoro to
it. This principle is clear and comprehensible. But whon a
man, on joining agitation A, finds himself committed officially
to agitatiou B, ho cannot know where he is.

And these spreading agitations are like the spreading rivers
of tho desert, which lose themselves in the sand, and never
reach tho sea. A narrow channel and an eager stream will
cleave the rock and pierce the mountain with the mighty
canon till at last it joins the longed-for ocean. A fog looks
vastly bigger, but it wears no rock.—Alfred Milnes.

Tho fundamental axiom of scientific thought is that thero
is not, never has been, and never will be, any disorder in
Naturo. The admission of the occurrence of any event
which was not tho logical consequence of the immediately
antecedent events, according to those definite, ascertained,
or unascertained rules which wo call the Illaws of Nature,”
would be an act of self-destruction on tho part of science.—

Huxley.
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Thaumaturgies.

In the ancient Bible records
Many curious tales are told
Of the magic feats of prophets
In the simple days of old.

Thus, in Egypt, Captain Moses
Turned his mighty wizard rod

To a living, wriggling serpent,
And all water into blood.

Then the Red Sea barred their passage ;
What to do in such a plight ?

To’ards the sea his rod he stretches
And the waves are put to flight.

Next, when marching through the desert,
Javeh'’s people pine with thirst,

Moses strikes a rocky mountain
From which floods of water burst.

Moses’ brother, cunning Aaron,
He too sports an eerie rod,

Which in one night grows and blossoms,
Marking who are priests of God.

Then a wizard of Mount Carmel,
Finding there no pleasing love,

Drives his magic, fiery chariot,
To the realms of heaven above.

These were all renowned performers ;
But how feeble and how tame

By the side of the great wizard
Who gave Nazareth its fame.

All his feats this great magician
Would perform in Palestine;
First he turned six pots of water

Into good fermented wine.

Then five loaves and two small fishes
For the crowd ho multiplied,

Leaving basketfuls of fragments
After all were satisfied.

Such like feats, in after ages,
Into gospel stories grew,
But the writers nevor saw them ;
Dolts, then, they who couut them true.

Since that time all Christian wizards
Keep on witching like their God,

Changing wafers into Saviors,
Turning wine-juice into blood.

Their proud bishops, whon performing,
Strut with golden staff in hand,
Just as Moses and his brother
Waved of yore their magic wand.

All these frauds are still believed in
By the dull, deluded crowd ;

Unkind naturo has her children
With unthinking minds endowed.

Nor in Bible legends only
Are these strange romances found,
Profane annals, “ lives of saints,” too,
With doluding tricks abound.

Lot mo toll you, as a sample,
Of a vu'gar private's sword,
Which to lathwood was converted
By a wizard's clever word.

"Twas in ancient days in Flanders,
In the quaint old town of Ghent,
Where the busy Kaiser Karel
Oft his leisure moments spent.

There he heard—could ho believe it ?7—
Shocking charges, freely made,

Of his soldiers, in the taverns,
Leaving drinking scores unpaid.

This vile charge at onco to clear up,
All disguised, alert, and free,

Off he starts and meets a private,
Who invites him to a spree.

Arm-in-arm, “ Tho Boar" they enter
Jauntily. With mighty airs,

They exhaust tho froth-capped tankards ;
Ghent, it seems, might all bo theirs.

Gay and boist'rous was the private
In his cups; but, oh suprise 1

Had it dawned upon his senses
Who was near him in diguiso?
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When at last the bout was ended,
And it question was of pay,
Then the private sought excuses,
Trying hard to sneak away.

But the hostess, well determined
On her payment to insist,

Stands erect against tho portal,
Threatening him with angry fist.

By this bold defiance kindled,
Out the sword flies at a bound,
Flashes, smites the table, but, ah 1
Snaps in twain with clinking sound.

By this savage outburst frightened,
Quick the dame her exit made,

While this rascal, sore astounded,
Glumly viewed his fractured blade.

Looking up, with fallen spirits,
* Comrade,” saith he, “ woe is me,
Should the Kaiser hold inspection
In what anguish should I be !

What to do, friend, wl:at to plan out,
I am wholly at a loss,

O, misfortune 1 no such misluck
Have | ever come across.

Oh, by Jove 1 methinks | have it!

Look here what I'll do, comrade :
With my tools, to this good handle,
Will | fit a wooden blade.

Such a blade to handle joining,
Light work made for his keen wit.
Will the blade now suit the scabbard <
Bravo 1it's a perfect fit.”

Karel, in his palaco, ponders
How to bring this rogue to bay.
How confound his knavish cunning,
How his wooden sword display.

This lie'll do: he’ll call a muster,
Feign a crime, pass doom of death,
And this knave shall execute it
With the lath that’s in his sheath.

Next day, " Rum-to-tum ” ro-cchoes
All through Ghent. A grand review
Is commanded by tho Kaisor,
Every ono tho signal know.

Soon tho men are up and ready
In their best attire arrayed,

And none brighter, no ono sprucer,
Than tho mate with wooden blade.

One by ono tho cunning Emperor
~iews them in their grand array >

But one man he closely looks for
His boon friend of yesterday-

With his keen eye ho espies Hin»
Praises his attire and mien,

Carefully observes his number,
Marks it down, 'tis seventeen.

Ono man moro ho wants—a sloven-
To comploto his deep-laid plan,
Spies an ill-dressed, tousled rustic—

Ho is just the fitting man.

Him the Kaiser, with foigned angei,
Sots before tho corps and says =

* Sloven 1 how is’t your appo®raJ
Such neglect and sloth display8

Soldiers such as you aro worthies®’
Perjured recreants to tlioir oa ' Ot
Como forth, sluggard, and this W
Dio a victim of your sloth. N Qg

Straightway shall your hoad bo
As a warning to tho corps,
Lot all know and well rotnonabe
What for slovens is in store.

For this task, in all tho army,
~Pno moro suitod have | seen,

Ihan you prim and dapper PTva
Como and do it, seventeen !

Horrorstruck were all tho soldiorS
bucb a dread command to ho®
Nover did their trusty Kaiser
So unjust and harsh appotir'
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Doom of death for fault so slender
Fills them all with silent awe;

They bewail, but cannot help it,
For the marshal's word is law.

Slowly forth the executioner
Comes, with sad and lowly gait:
Will his scheming save him once more
From this new and awsome strait ?

Standing by his doomed companion,
Deeply wrapt in anxious thought,
Lo 1 an inspiration strikes him
By which rescue may be wrought.

“ Lord of heaven,” he cries, “ thou know-
That | never spared a foe ; [ost
But to shed a brother’s life-blood,
Save me from so dread a woe 1

In thy power, grant my prayer,
Guard me from this deed of blood ;
Turn the steel of this my sabre
To a lath of harmless wood !”

From its sheath he draws the weapon,
Lo, behold ! his prayer is heard !

See 1 the sword's to wood converted,
To a brother life's conferred.

At this sight all stand bewildorcd,
Yet the mystery nono can tell;

Is be saint, is he magician ?
Has his black art wrought a spell ?

When the marvelling had abated,
AH adown the awestruck ranks
Ran the rumor “ 'tis a miracle,
To our God be grateful thanks.”

From henceforth, his secret keeping,
Seventeen was demi-god,

While his magic sword of lathwood,
Was renowned as Aaron’s rod.

It was now a precious relic,
Celebrated through the land,
But up as a sacred trophy
In the church of Saint Amand.

Many still grope on in darkness,
Many fight against the light,

Judges gag the fearless captains
Who stand up for truth and right.

Yet the dawn must be approaching,
For the gloom begins to lift,
Brighter light is surely coming,
In the clouds wo see the rift.

F. BONTI
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Correspondence.

WOMAN SUFFRAGE AND METHODISM.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.

Sir,—Will you kindly allow me to comment on the topic
presented to us by Mr. C. Cohen ? It is true that the New
Testament, as well as the Old, contains teachings and in-
injunctions derogatory to woman, which have been applied
deliberately and brutally from the earliest times. But other
peoples and religions outside Christianity and the Bible have
regarded the sex as inferior, and from the very dawn of
human societies. The explanation of this is a perfectly
natural one—woman's liability to periods of helplessness
and dependence.

That the Methodist Conference now admits that women
may “ attend as delegates on an equality with men ” shows
a desire to retain tho female influence in that body which
might otherwise be lost. That this is a characteristic of
Christianity Mr. Cohen has clearly pointed out. But it has
absolutely no political significance, and the domestic arrange-
ments of such religious bodies are of no consequence to the
community or value to the growth of freer thought among
their women.

Woman suffrage being a political question, the Freethinker
is properly closed against its discussion. | might point out,
however, that Atheistic Franco refuses women political
equality, while the Rocky Mountain States of Utah, ldaho,
and Wyoming, where Mormonism predominates, has con-
ceded equal adult suffrage—an example that the rest of
America will not follow,

1 suggest that, in return for the domestic servitude and
dependence of women in Mormon homes, the vote has been
given, but is controlled by the head of the house in his

interest. ,
1. B. Samuels.

A Court Decision Regarding Yoltaire.

The Appellate Term of the Supreme Court, of New York,
in a decision written by Justice Seabury, upholds the sale
of a set of Voltaire's works in this language : “ It is no part
of tho duty of Courts to exercise a censorship over literary
productions. | think it is clear that no sale of a book can
be declared illegal because of the character of the book
unless its sale or publication violates the criminal law.”

The decision reversed a judgment obtained by Peter J.
Quinn in the Ninth Municipal Court in a suit against him
brought by the St. Hubert Guild, booksellers, to recover #200
alleged to bo due for forty-two volumes of Voltaire's works.
Quinn admitted making the contract for the books, but set
up in his defence that it was understood that the books were
only to be accepted upon the approval of himself and bis
family. He asserted that the books contained *“ reading
matter of a licentious, lascivious and lewd character and
not fit to be read in the defendant’'s family.” Justice Hoyer
upheld him.

The Appollate Term finds that there is no evidence of the
arrangement Quinn declares he made about submitting the
books to bis family and says that the evidence goes no
further than to show that the agent said the books were fine
reading, fit for everybody. The Court said on this point:
“ At best this statement was a mere matter of opinion and
cannot be construed to be representations of fact.”

Justice Seabury says that the lower court held that the
books were immoral and arrived at this conclusion from
examining only two of tbo books, The Philosophical Dic-
tionary and The Maid of Orleans. The higher court says
that two books cannot be used to judge forty-two.

Justice Seabury also remarks that The Philosophical
Dictionary has been condemned before, but that the last
time was in 1706, when a boy, who was suspected of
malicious mischief and had the book in bis pocket, was
burned to death with the book in the streets of Paris.

The Court finds that The Philosophical Dictionary isn't
so bad after all, because “ it is not only a reservoir of sar-
casm and wit, but it has exerted a profound influence in
favor of humane and rational administration of the law.”
Justice Seabury doesn’'t find much of good to say about
The Maid of Orleans, but doesn’'t think the contract in

question can bo called illegal on account of it.
— Truthseeker (New York).

ICONOCLASTS C.C. V. HIS MAJESTY'S THEATRE C. C.

The return match between tbo above clnbs was played on
the Iconoclasts ground at Hanwell on Sunday last. Tho
Iconoclasts batted first, declaring with a score of 201 runs
for 9 wickets. H. M. cricket club team then scored 71 runs.
Result j—Iconoclasts won by 130 runs. Top scores for
Iconoclasts C. C.Mr. G. Harvey, 64; Mr. Collard, 54.
His Majesty's C. C.:—Mr. Jenny, 31; Mr. Crawley, 14—

E. Harvey.



542

SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, eto.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
OUTDOOR.
Bethnal Gkeen Beanch N. S. S. (Victoria Park, near the
Fountain): 3.15 and 6.15, C. Cohen, Lectures.

Camrerwbll Bkancii N.S.S. (Brookwell Park): 3.15, F.
Bhallcr, a Lecture; 6 30, Miss K. B. Kough, “ The Women of
the Bible.”

Kinobland Beancu N. S. S. (Ridley-road) « 11.30, J. W. Marshall,
* Christian Pretension.”

Nobtii L ondon Bbancii N. B. S. (Parliament Hill, Hampstead):
3.30, Howell Smith, B.A., “ Why | am an Atheist.”

W est Ham Bbancii N. S. B. (Outside Maryland Point Station,
Stratford): 7, F. A. Davies, “ The Uselessness of Christianity.”

West London Bbancu N. S. S. (Marble Arch, Hyde Park):
H. B. Samuels, 11.30, “ And God so loved the world”; 6.30,
* Women and God.”

W ood Gbeen Beanou N. S. S. (Spouters' Corner) ; 11.30, W. J.
Ramsey, “ What think ye of Christ?” Corner Seven Bisters'-
road (2nd station): 7, N. J. Evans, “ What Has Christianity
Done for Women ?”

W oolwiou Bbanch N. S. S. (Beresford-square) : 11.30, F. A.
Davies, a Lecture; 6.30, W. J. Ramsey, a Lecture.

COUNTRY.
I ndoob.
Liverpool Branch N.S. S. (Alexandra Hall, Islington-squaro):
7, H. Percy Ward, “ The Free-Will Delusion.”

Outdoor.

BisHor Auckland: Meeting at Musgrave’'s Tea Rooms, Jolin-
street, Spennymoor, at 3, to open the new N. S. S. Branch.

BniNTOL B ranch N. S. 8. (Durdham Downs): 7.30, B. G. Brown,
“ Is Christianity True?—The Jesus Myth.” = (An Analysis.)

EmNDUBon Secular Society : The Moadows, 3, a Lecture ;
The Mound, 6.30, a Lecture ; Portobello Sands, 6.30, a Lecture.

Liverpool Branch N.S. 8. (Edge Hill Lamp): Wednesday,
August 25, at 8, H. Percy Ward, “ The Truth About the Bible.”

W igan Branch N. S. S. (Market-square) : Monday, August 23,
at 8, H. Percy Ward, “ Can Men Sin ?”

TRUE MORALITY:
Or, The Theory and Practice of Neo-Halthnsianiam,
IS, 1 BILXXYY,
BEST BOOK
ON THS SLBECT,

Superfine Large-paper Edition, 176 pagei, with Portrait and Auto-
graph, bound in cloth, gill-lettered, poetfree It. a copy.

THE

In order that it may have a large oiroulation, and to bring it
within the reach of the poor, | have issued

A POPULAR EDITION IN PAPER COVERS.

A copy of this edition post free for 2d. A dozen copies, for dis-
tribution, post free for one shilling.

The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, saye: "Mr.
Holmes's pamphlet...... is an almost unexceptional statement
of the Neo-Malthusianism theory and practioe...... and through-
out appeals to moral feeling...... The epecial value of Mr.
Holmes'a serviae to the Noo-Malthusian cause and to human
well-being generally iB just his combination in his pamphlet
of a plain statement of the physioal and moral need for family
imitation, with a plain nocount of the means by whioh it oan he
ocared, and an offer to all oonoerned of the requisites at the
lowest possible prices."”

The Council of the Malthusian Leaguo, Dr. Drysdale, Dr,
Allbntt, and others, have also Bpoken of it in very high tormB.
Ordert should be sent to the author,

J. R. HOLMES, EAST HANNEY, WANTAGE.

Natural Religion

oB
THE SECRET OF ALL THE CREEDS.
BY
F. J. B.

Being an abbreviated rendering in English of the great work of
Dupuis, 1dOriginc ck tous lee Cultee, first published in 1794, from
which Robert Taylor, Logan Mitchell, and othor astro-mythical
exponents of Christianity have so largely drawn. This little book
thoroughly explains the astronomical origin of Christianity, in a
manner which everyone may ossily understand. It will be of
the deepest interest to Freethinkers and an astonishing eye-
opener to orthodox Christians. Its value is enhanced by the
inclusion of tliroo important plates from Dupuis, reproduced (with
difficulty) on India paper, which will not break with folding.

Bound in Cloth. Price Two Shillings.

Postage Twopence Extra.

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-slroet, Farnngdon-street, E.C.
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BUSINESS CARDS.

of 2s np~AVTE™ IV are 'nser‘ed nnder this heading at the rate

under thh, and 3s' 6d- P<* inch. No advertisement
inch O Infi can be 1638 ‘ban 2s. or extend beyond one

pecial terms for several continuous insertions.

tenderrMeet®°TRP° WI1)ER is uurivalled for gallcd. aul
Packets Hj | oc°’mmcnded by leading pedestrians'

road, llford’ 6d”” and 13‘ P°St troc-~ F- Collins, 4 Howard-

«

10 ft. high at back, 6 ft. front; new last S
°n rail complete, for T10 or offer. Built by Walker,
Slieffiold. L. Chketham, Waloswood, near Sheffield™

. Suits to
30RresYite to Measurg,  Zgenfs—wanted.

30s. -
for 25s—J w ft@ Free- Eain Coats or Mackintoshes

°S J' W' Gott 28 Church Bank, Bradford.
DAILY EXfBESS warns all its readers against boyZl'»
my Anti-Christian pamphlets, Two-and-six “gu-roadi

FOR SALE.—Lean-to Greenhouse, 15 ft. Iong@ﬁft.%

eighteen penny stamps.— A. Dyson, 698 b> 0
Bradford. o A Offf
ONE TAIR Blankots, One Pair Sheots, Ono idl

Tablecloth, Ono Pair Curtains, all for 21s. cabJiaf™ILSXs
Splendid goods, exceptional bargain. — H.
22 Nortlisido-terrace, Bradford.

WHAT IS TO BECOME

OF THE
Chapel and Edowments belonging to

the Unitarians and other
NQON-CREDAL BODIES?

By FRANCIS HADYN WILLIAMS,
Minister of Flowcrgatc Old Chapel, Whitby

May be had of the author, with thrdo portrait3
of him and a photograph of his residence,

PRICE SIXPENCE, Post Free.

‘ We have received from the Pioneer Press a copy of a ren'’**
able book, entitled Ralph Cricldcwood, by Stephen Fitz-Stefi
It gives a very vivid account of the mental evolution of a
man. who is convinced by study that many of liis former rehfT"
beliefs are not founded on fact. Wo think we are betrayIib
secret in saying this is the actual experience of the , t
Persons of all shades of religious belief, and no religious bell
all, may derive much intellectual benefit from a perusal ol
book.” —John Bull.

Ralph Cricklewood,

A Twentieth Century Critical and Ratiolt
Exposé of Christian Mythology-

fix the Form of a Novel.)
By STEPHEN FITZ-STEPHEN*

A Well-Wisher of the Human Family.

388 pages, cloth. Price 3s.

Post Free.

The Pioneer Press. 2 Newca3tle-street, Farringdon-strcct,

DEFENCE OF EREgE SPEECH

BY

G. Wi FOOTE,

Being a Three Hours’' Address to the Jury before the
Chief Justice of England, in answer to an IndictmeD
for Blasphemy, on April 24, 1883.

With Special Preface and many Footnotel

Price FOURPENCE. Post free FIYEPE!CT

Tn« Pionier Press, 2 Newoastle-streot, Farringdon-strcol
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SOCIETY,

limited
Company Limited by Ouatante»
BegUtered Offlee—J NEWCASTLE! STREET, LONDON, B.O,
Chairman of Board of Direotort—Ms, G. W. FOOTE

Beoretary—B M.

Ti'iBoaiBty wm otmefl In 1898 to »flora legal security to the
Th. 9aa aPpUo»tion ol funds for Seoutar purpoeeB.
ihe Memorandum of Aasoolation sets forth that tho B°0"®J
?>?'* aro;~To promote tho principle that human conduct
natnlVv6 baBod uP°n natural knowledge, and not upon Buper-
tM beliot' and that human welfare in this world is the proper
Torf M ‘bought and action. To promote freodom ol y
p' OmP* 6 universal Secular Education. To promote the com
P19 secularisation of the State, eto., eto. And to do all sue
how"1 ‘binga aa Qte conducive to suoh objeots. Also hav,
, ' reoeive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, d -
" bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any or
"“'PMposes ol the Soolety. .o~ Lty
~ N&iUty of members is limited to £1, in 0a08, 'h°® 8°°'®
., “Bid ever be wound up and the assots were insufliolent to oov/f
liteB—a most unlikely oontingenoy. 2.4, 0Nt
Members pay an entranoe fee of ten shillings, and a BubB g
7 22* Subscription of five shillings.
I»«hB So0iB'y has a considerable number of membera, amaoto

f ¢ nnrobOl Ml desirable, and it is hoped that some will bo
Whnad amongst those who read this announcement. All who 30!
' Participate in the control of its business and the ‘“ateeship of

tL 4°Qrc80- 11 ia exoressly provided in the Artioles of ASM'to
; ??Om ibeg as ouoh, Bhall derive any sort of profit from
'aXVrhS'I F way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in

laX whatever.
ire. foiy st iy are managed by an eleoted Board of
g)g\‘;ﬁ %>cdﬁs?@j?rf{§fro not tess-than fiwe and not more than
8members, one-third whom retire (by ballot) eaoh year

4tUei
Hin "I8M AND morality
handbook for freethinkers AND IN-

hi»iRINa CHRISTIANS. A now edition, revised and
nasomeiy printed. Cheap edition, paper cover, Is. Od. ;

h 2S 6d-' P°St 2*d’ . . .
g, ROMANCES. Popular odition, with Portrait, paper
pg’ P°st 23d.  Superior edition (160 pages), cloth 2s.,
csRI 4d-

edirlANITY AND PROGRESS. Becond and cheaper
Recommended by Mr. Robert Blatchford in
yNeighiOr- d., post Jd
UeUtANITY AND SECULARISM. Four Nights- Public

Cloik 1- w*th the Rev. Dr. James McCann. npor, Is. ;
_lo'H Is. 6d., post 2d.
i

M
i®8 OP CHRISTIANITY  Hundreds of references are
tp sfauuara aumomies. No pains have been spared to

Te theWork a complete, tr orthy, final, unanswgrable

F"\Ag‘rqe?}w g Cﬁrlsgt!ia_nity. u&m/e r¥it]ree is judgedV\joy its
Cg. ta't- Cloth (214 pp.), 2s. Gd., poBt 3d.

SERMONS AND OTHER FANTASIAS. 8&d., post Id.

ON GOD. Containing all the passages in the works
atwin bearing on the subject of religion. 6d., post Id.

lur'pk OF FREE SPEECH. Throe hours' Address to the

*an i.e7oro L°rl Coleridge. With Special Preface and
Dft0 yp°°tnotes. 4d., post Id.

forT'’NG THE DEVIL : and

2d., post Jd.

o

of

Free Church Per-

Post« OF PREPBYEUGHT. First Series, doth, 2s. &d.,
Qaij d. Second Series, cloth 2s. 6d., post 3d.

NotAVE THE KING. An English Republican’s Coronation

8AUL ' ~d., post Jd.

Acen°’F SCIENCE LIBEL CASE, with Full and True
*RPIt) Qv ‘be “ Leeds Orgies.” 3d., post Id.

8j L DEATH-BEDS. Second edition, much enlarged.

" Hest la. Superfine paper in cloth, Is. 3d., post Ijd.
VIEw WITH THE DEVIL. 2d., post Jd.

AMMAEISM SOUND? Four Nights' Pnblio Debate with
1jQp 10Resant. |Is., post ljd.; cloth, 2s., post 2Jd.

, PApZ2iiljISM DEFENDED AGAINST ARCHDEACON

B MorLEV AL A PREETHINKER. 2d., post Jd.

AETTf 8 T° THE CLERGY. (128 pp.). 1b, post 2d.
Ulg ERs TO JESUS CHRIST. 4d., post Jd.

, YettB i VE CHAPTERS; or, Hugh Price Hughes' Con-

Ig

Aty d Atheist. 1d., post Jd.
2d EESANT'B THEOSOPHY. A Candid Criticism.
* Post Jd.

PIONEER PRESS,

VANCE Miss),

but are oapable of ro-eleotion. An Annual Genera Meeting of
members must be held in London, to receive the Report, el<ct
new Directors, and transact any other business that may arises.

Being a duly registered body, the Booular Sooiety, Limitec,
can receive donations and bequests with absolute security.
Those who aro in a position to do so arc invited to make

[ donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favor in their

wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension.
It ia quite impossible to set aside suoh bequests. The executors
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary oourse 0
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in
oonnootion with any of tho wills by which the Sooiety hns
already been benefited.

The Society’s solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battoook 23
Bood-lane, Fenchuroh-street, London, E.O.

A Form of Request—Tho following is a sufficient form of
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators:—” | give and
mbequeath to the Seoular Society, Limited, the sum of £------
*free from Legaoy Duty, and | direct that a receipt signed by
mtwo members of tho Board of the said Society and the Secretary
" thereof shall be a good discharge to my Exeoutors for the
" said Legacy.”

Friends O tho Society who have remembered it in their wills,
or who intend to do bo, should formally notify tho Secretary of
the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential. ThiB is not necesEary.
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes got lost or mislaid, and
their contents have to be established by competent testimony.

WORKS BY G. W. FOOTE.

MY RESURRECTION. A Missing Chapter from tho Gospel
of Matthew. 2d., post Jd.

PECULIAR PEOPLE. An Open Letter to Mr. Justice Wills.
1d., post Jd.

PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM. 3d., post Jd.

REMINISCENCES OF CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 6d.,
post Id.

ROME OR ATHEISM 7 The Great Alternative. 3d., post Id.

ROYAL PAUPERS. Showing what Royalty does for tho
People and what the People do for Royalty. 2d., post Jd.

SALVATION SYRUP; or, Light on Darkest England.
Reply to General Booth. 2d., post Jd.

SECULARISM AND THEOSOPHY. A Rejoinder to Mrs.
Besant. 2d., post Jd.

THE BOOK OF GOD, in tho Light of tho Higher Criticism,
With Special Reference to Doan Farrar's Apology. Papor.
Is.; cloth, 2s., post 2d.

THE GRAND OLD BOOK. A Reply to tho Grand Old Man.
An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone's
Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture. Is.; bound in cloth,
is. 6d., post ljd.

THE BIBLE GOD. 2d., post Jd.

THE ATHEIST SHOEMAKER ana the Rev. Hugh Prioe
Hughes. 1d., post Jd.

THE IMPOSSIBLE CREED. An Open Letter to Bishop
Magee on the Sermon on the Mount. 2d., post Jd.

THE SIGN OF THE CROSS. A Candid Criticism of Mr.
Wilson Barret's Play. 6d., post ljd.

THE DYING ATHEIST. A Story. Id., post Jd.

THEISM OR ATHEISM ? Publio Debate between G. W.
Foote and the Rev. W. T. Leo. Verbatim Report, revised
by both Disputants. Well printed and neatly bound.
Is., post ljd.

THE NEW CAGLIOSTRO.
Blavatsky. 2d., post Jd.

THE JEWISH LIFE OF CHRIST. Being the Sepher Tohlotli
Jeshu, or Book of the Generation of Jesus. Edited, with an
Historical Preface and Voluminous Notes, by G. W. Foote
and J. M. Wheeler. 6d., post Id.

THE PASSING OF JESUS. The Last Adventures of the
First Messiah. 2d., post Jd.

WAS JESUS INSANE 7 A Searching Inquiry into the Monta
Condition of the Prophet of Nazareth. Id., post Jd.

WHAT IS AGNOSTICISM? With Observations on Haxloy,
Bradlaugh, and Ingersoll, and a Roply to George Jacob
Holyoake ; also a Defence of Atheism. 3d., post Jd.

WHO WAS THE FATHER OF JESUS 7 2d., post Jd.
WILL CHRIST SAVE US7 6d., post Id.

A

An Open Letter to Madame

2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.
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A LIBERAL OFFER NOTHING LIKE IT.

Greatest Popular Family Reference Book and Sexology—Almost Given Away. A Million
at 3 and 4 dollars—Now Try it Yourself.

Insure Your Life—You Die to Win; Buy this Book, You Learn to Live.

Ignorance Kkills—knowledge saves me wise in time. Men weaken, sicken,

knowing bow to live. *“ Habits that enslave ” wreck thousands—young an .s

Fathers fail, mothers are “ bed-ridden,” babies die. Family feuds, marital miser
divorces—even murders—All can be avoided by self-knowledge, self-control.

You can discount heaven—dodge hell—here and now, by reading and apply'D" cti
wisdom of this one book of 1,200 pages, 400 illustrations, 80 lithographs on 18 anat’in
color plates, and over 250 prescriptions.

OF COURSE YOU WANT TO KNOW WHAT EVERYONE OUGHT TO

T he Y oung—How to choose the best to marry.

T he Married—Hew to be happy in marriage.

The Fond Parent—HOW to have prize babies.

T he Mother—How to have them without pain.

T he Chitdless—How to be fruitful and multiply.

T he Curious—How they “ growed ” from germ-cell.
T he Healthy—HoW to enjoy life and keep well.

T he Invalid—How to brace up and keep well.

Whatever you'd ask a doctor you find herein, or (if not, Dr. F. trill answer your inquiry eree, any time)

Dr. Foote's books have been the popular instructors of the masses in America for fifty years (often re-written, ea&?’@di';
and always kept up-to-date). For twenty years they have sold largely (from London) to all countries where EnSB3rje
spoken, and everywhere highly praised. Last editions are best, largest, and most for the price. You may save the
by not buying, and you may lose your life (or your wife or child) by not knowing some of the vitally important truths it

sold

Most Grateful Testimonials From Everywhere.

Gudivoda, India : “ It is a store of medical knowledge in plainest Panderma, Turkey: “ 1 can avow frankly there is rarely i’étw
language, and every reader of English would be benefited found such an interesting book as yours.” —K. H. (" “fjde
by it.”—W. L. N. Calgary, Can. : “ The information therein has changed my

Triplicane, India: “ | have gone through the book many times, idea of life—to be nobler and happier.”—D. N. M. rie
and not only benefited myself but many friends also.”— Laverton, W. Aust. : “ | consider it worth ten times the P
G. W. T. I have benefited much by it.” —R. M. _.

Somewhat Abridged Editions (800 pp. each) can be had in German, Swedish, Finnish, or SpanlS
Price EIGHT SHILLINGS by Mail to any Address.
ORDER OF THE PIONEER PRESS,

2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.C.

OUR CLOTHING There is Nothing

on the Market QUITE like our 8s. 68. “ ftU
IS NOT CHEAP Man's Box Calf Boot.” It is ahead ®
similar priced goods both for STYLE, o
and DURABILITY. They are specially » g
tured to our own designs, and the rose $
11IGIlI CLASS BOOT” at a moderate p“ 00.

or Derby pattorns, 8s. 6d., post free.

AT THE

EXPENSE OF THE WORKER

%
This is what a Trade Union Paper says:- Our Ladies’ 5s. lid. Box Calf Boot bringd
“] was privileged to walk round the repeat orders from all parts of tkO
Clothing Faotory of Messrs. Geo. Jessop Stocked in three patterns. Lace,
and Son, Ltd., Batley. The buildings are Button or Derby, 6s. 3d,
well adapted for their business, and far » ywrl'

If you require “ Extra Wide Boots GAY
We have just the thing to fit y0O””™ 0 d
Ils. 6d. to 14s. 6d. Ladies’, from

ahead of many flrst-olass tailors work-
rooms into which | have been. The place
is one which is healthy morally as well as

physically and financially."
When Ordering encloso postal ol*°~e fo™~

— Factory Times, August 8, 1908. i -
and send us a pencilled outline of

a piece of paper as a guide.

.3
es
Send Postcard for Exchange.—We are always will*°R red0'f
Patterns and Self-measurement Form, any boots which are not to onstom~Ajj,

ments. Our aim is to GIVE SATIsF

Catalogue post freo on application

GEO. JESSOP & SON, LTD,,
Clothing Manufacturers,

BATLEY, YORKSHIRE. WHITEHOUSE & GO., BOOT FACTORSi

oul
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