THE

Freethinker

Edited by G. W. FOOTE.

Vot- XXIX.-NO. 83

True
b, Lao"tSaTe n Theasan®’ P'easani words are not

Vivisection.

“N pethought,” says Mr. H. S. Salt, in his excellent
Pamphlet on Tennyson as a Thinker, “Free ou8
? done more for the humanitarian movement than
2 tha churches put together.” On this point a
gy rate, Mr. Salt is a high authority. And oneJ®
to remember his testimony when on® &M
Rationalists” like Mr. Eden Phillpotts and Dr.
»J?? Paul championing Vivisection and peering at
f~A-V.visectionists. Both these gentlemen appear
° be Socialists too, and they have ventilated thei
,»ews in the New Age. Dr. Paul had a long letter on
»ociahsm and Anti-Vivisection ” in the last issue
T that journal. He ended it with a solemn warning.
Viv1l6 Party or the other-Vivisectionists or Anti-
'Nsectionists-had to drop out of the Socialist
the latter would drop out and the former
« 'd “march on to victory,” for the latter were
tift“08to the_sPirit of science,” and science was
Obasis of Socialism. Now we, for our part, are
t concerned with the Socialist interest in this con-
aW6»8y ; bufc as Dr. Paul calls himself ‘ a Ration-
to»i-.ye think we do not intrude in subjecting
gre bttile criticism; always bearing in mind that the
& 68t Pfcethinkers, from Voltaire, Bentham and
bee”henhauer, down to Ingorsoll and Bradlaug , ay
to the torture of animals in
of medical science. Y

S “the spirit of science and
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challenge Dr. Paul to assign any other. Well then,
if men, because they have the power, may vivisect
animals in order to find out information that may be
useful to the viviseotors, why may not tbe majority
of men, by virtue of the same right of might, vivisect
the minority of men—such as criminals, old people
that cost the nation pensions, mischief-making Free-
thinkers, and discontented revolutionary Socialists ?
The same noble object—namely, the supposed benefit
of the persons who inflict the vivisection—ia sub-
served In both cases; and the same beautiful prin-
ciple applies in both cases,—namely, that no “ living
animal” (to use Dr. Paul’s expression) has any right
whatever to the peaceable and happy enjoyment
of his own existence when his sufferings, in the
opinion of other “living animals,” may minister
to the health and comfort of the said other “ livin»
animals.”

Hypocrisy has been called the homage that vice
pays to virtue. It is in the light of this epigram
that we must regard Dr. Paul’s, and other vivi-
soctors), euphemistic language when they refer to
the plain fact of the torture of animals. They refer
to it as “experimental physiology,” “experimental
pathology,” and so on. We should respect them
more, in a certain sense, if they used plainer terms;
if thoy said, “Yes, we do torture animals, and wo
mean to go on doing it, unless pestilent humani-
tarians stop us, because the pain of these animals
promotes our own pleasure.” This would at least be
straightforward. American Indians tortured prisoners
to death for the pleasure of watching their agony.
Vivisectors torture animals to death for the sake of
their health,—though they grandly call it “ medical
science.” And both forms of torture are only

j all pursuit of knowledge is | Possible through the lack of civilisation.

I, vivisection of animals would
would vivisection of men and
higher animals,—that is to say.

aer:, the But we challenge Dr. Paul's

m**pti

The baseness of Vivisection is clearly proved by
the baseness of the Vivisector’s appeal to the utter
selfishness of his auditors. Dr. Paul conjures up a
vision of “a hundred weeping mothers, a hundred

.a the pursuit of knowledge can unfortunate children with gaping throats, gasping,

iifter "V.Pted from the rule of morality, which is, Ithe death-rattle at hand,”—all through the Anti-

homanif > fhe practical aspect of tho princip o o
gitim™  ~-here are legitimate knowledges an
knowledges, permissible knowledges

S § & knowledges, innocent knowledges and
ar/,?°Wedees- Thero are things that n°

°ther yBh to know; for instance, the conton

N h S 168 tetters, or how a woman looks

MOast? 1 . “be expression on a human 8

“hesetk: 0 knife is being drawn across his r e

? ch Br n belongto that“experimental Patho*°gy

e Ao .
9 g:%mﬂt 4&%&? %U%E%H%n%gop %&55‘;9 in aoa?llt}\(
the ? 8 Dr- Paul may repI?/ that he would
p be drawvIm™ a™ sw’k experimental pathology,
s ? Qiple r8tbe line at all, ho must draw it on some
KRePt tka?d wbat ofcber principle oan he lay down
t > noi Very “oral law of which his letter
tir defv n \&S a conception ? !
»00 of tL ~r-Panl to formulate any moral justihca-
fi® \T ISection of animals which would not
(0¢3] the vivisection of human beings, indue
G d>Wr ~ho vivisection of human beings, in
v ence» ,, be far more illuminative to ‘medic
ft W sT, tbo vivisection of inferior animals.
> Sy **** to vivisect animals is hispou’*r
Nobody over heard of any othor. »o

Vivisector’s folly in trying to rescue “one rabbit
which has had to receive a little blood of a dog into
its abdomen.” (Which, by the way, is another of
those exquisite euphemisms in which Vivisectors
delight.) But what end is there to the possible
poltroonery of human nature under the influence of
a skilfully created fear ? Such an appeal deserves
the utmost contempt. If one’s wife or child could
bo saved from death by the deliberate torture of
another sentient being, one might consent to the
bargain, but one would despise oneself afterwards.
And why (we repeat) stop at rabbits ? If one’s wife
or child could be saved from death by the deliberate
torture of Dr. Paul, one might also consent to
that bargain. The better the victim the better the

deed.

It has never been proved that Vivisection has
holped tho “ progress of medical science.” Even if
it has done so, you have still to prove that it is right.
Physical health is not to be purchased at tho expense
of moral health. The denial of this proposition
would throw sooioty back into savagery. And it is
therefore well for tho Vivisectors to understand that
Humanitarians mean to put a stop to their pursuit
of impormissible knowledges, their peculiar method
of promoting the “ progress of medical science.” It
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is now permitted by law—and it will be put a stop to
by law.

We are proud to recollect that one of the Imme-
diate Practical Objects of the National Secular
Society is “the extension of the moral law to
animals.” We admit that the lower animals have
no rights that they can enforce against men and
women, but neither have children; and if helpless-
ness abolishes moral rights, children have no more
moral rights than dogs and rabbits. The fact is that
a right on one side involves a duty on the other. It
is our moral duty to respect the moral rights of the
lower animals. If we deny those moral rights by
refusing to recognise them we lower our char-
acters—which is the heaviest penalty one always
pays for wrongdoing. We should object to profiting
by the deliberate torture of our “ poor relations,” not
merely because it inflicts upon them an injury with-
out any compensating advantage, but also because
we do not wish to sink in the scale of being. We decline
to become more callous and selfish. We refuse to
become less tender and humane. Wo shrink from
cementing the edifice of our happiness with the suffer-
ings of our fellow inhabitants in thisworld. They have
a personal and social life of their own, they think in
their degrees, and their feelings only differ from ours
in a possible intensity which wo have no means of
measuring. Let us, then, accept the greater respon-
sibility that attaches to greater power and oppor-
tunities ; let us be benefactors rather than tormentors
to these inferior beings who are so much at our
mercy; and, above all, let us not corrupt our own
natures by clothing our cruel pride in the stolen
raiment of science and humanity. ~ ~ Foot*

The Great Lying Creed.

HEINE said that the Christian era would one day be
known a3 the sickness period of humanity. With
equal truth it might be described as the Great Lying
Period; for during no other era has there ever been
so much persistent, and in a way consistent, lying as
during the Christian centuries. Every variety of lie,
and every kind of liar, has been well represented.
There has been the lio direct, the lie by implication,
the lie by suggestion, the lio by suppression, the lie
inferential, and the lie circumstantial. The poor
modern who may happen to set out with the ambition
of building up a reputation as a first-class liar finds
himself doomed to play, at best, the part of an
imitator. Everywhere bo finds the great army of
the pious has forestalled him. If ever an enter-
prising publisher wishes to issuo an Encyclopaedia of
Lying, his staff need do no more than make a detailed
study of Christian records to render their work
complete and final.

One writer has given the opinion that mankind
has a natural tondency to falsehood. As usual, the
word “ tendency,” like the word “ instinct,” is used
to cover hazy or inacourato thinking. If there is a
tendency anywhere, it is in the opposite direction.
For people always lie for a purpose. It may be from
the fear of consequences should they toll the truth,
for the purpose of gain, in order to assume a certain
position boforo their hearers, or for various other
objects; but there is always some purpose in lying.
True, people may go on misstating events because
they aro utterly careless whether they are giving
a correct version or not; but in tbis case we have
an instance of the effect of training, of education;
and our search for the purpose of lying is only
pushed back a stop. Another writer in one of our
religious weeklies—in order, presumably, to diminish
the part played by religion in what he calls the
epidemic of lying—says that our teaching institu-
tions have been among the chief propagators of
lying. But this hardly expresses the truth. The
schools of science may have taught things that lator
knowledge dismissed as inaccurate, but thoy havo
never manufactured evidence or deliberately falsified
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the facts. Nor have they ever taught that
should turn away from the search for truth or decliB
to put accepted teachings to the test of verificati’™
Religion alone has persistently done these thiBfrJ
and of all religions the records of Christianity
this direction aro the very worst. 8
The writer mentioned says that the damage
been done because the Church preferred the w0
derful to the plain statement. There is, b°wev ’
much more than this in it. When one starts wit
belief for which there is no producible eidRJ‘ »
against which much evidence may bo produced,! »
is only a limited number of ways by which sB g
belief may be preserved. It must be held as ®
examination, beyond criticism, and evidence, "ra
it must bo suppressed. And if some ewdenée.a
its favor is needed, then it must be manufactiW ]
The Church did ali these things, and they are
practising the old methods so far as circuno'™- »
permit. We do not know, and wo never |
know, to what extent the early Church sn°c?rf
in stamping out hostilo criticism. All we do
is that its success was tolerably complete. 8
of the writings of its enemies are known
only by the stray references to them in Cbr! nan
polemical writings. The very vigor of . jbl®
writers is thus made to furnish indisp0”ig
testimony against their creed. How much e
tianity invented in its earlier periods we ~
a more certain knowledge of; although *
again, our information may never be complex0'
in the admitted inclusion of passages in the "C0gqH

New Testament writings, in the number ot of
writings rejected as spurious, and in the nu to sflit
Pagan writings that have been “ doctored yc

the necessities of the Christian Churc > .
have unimpeachable evidence of the unstrupoy
lying practised in the interests of religi
morality. ) . mj\radeQ

To please the credulous and induce belief, ,3
were manufactured by the hundred and sa plo
the thousand. Storios to the discredit
Christians were invented and

Some Christians may now reject these an il
their horror at their circulation, but carD
benefit by their existence. Christiam J

help benefiting by them. For they al. jog »

their purpose in inducing belief, and
the C ristia_n creed a sacred, ~an un>np erid)
character toi the vulgar. And it _may d d

that--thismaaofdacttinggobfraeligious OV po™
not cease while it proved itself Possmle aho g

dole. T ceased omly when dno tomnar afnipgy 10

made that particular form of imposturel it
and too dangerous to praoticc. Andgg tn-" for T
work was done, not for one o, A

churches, Advancod Christians to-day *~
the resurrection, the miracles of the Old  pjj,
Testaments, and those Of the early Church

was these, with other imposturos, that Obtrfr*

believe, and but for these thoro would bo™Q to
faith nowadays for our liberal thoolog (
°n- . much Wj,o
These practices had an influence m  £eotefl
sphere than that of religion. They hicb P°%o"
whole of life. It is a poor psychology "  det9 (
the mind as composed of a numbe or ;is0?.ffi
qualities insuch a way that their IIB.f e%dfc o
matters ofreligion will not affectt ~ ppnd
other directions. Tho same gnalitieS" Oge th9 pxc
in relation to religion aro precisely qglocaij
exeroised in relation to other matter m ~ r
discourage criticism and indepondon_ 81
one dixeation wiithout discouraging V ted, pight
could tho balance bo properly a LjbldD V 1

degree of our social and political ti pje~afg*

properly sot down~to=tho fostering  jOp,- ~

which, whilo favorable enough to r |

to efficiency in genoral life. , oorPO«oPd_Xet
Christianity had thus an adegna S°HGsi,rij

dissemination of falsehood, and f° a pal

of examination and verification. rvatio®’

sion of its struggle for solf prcS°
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i&th°n _ ™ was enfcirely lacking, as a system,
that h “ncenhivo to mental cultivation. It is true
tha tbere .kas keen muck talk with Christianity of
thatUeCeB8ity ~ 80hting truth, but it was the truth
dln) \W\es meant»the truth, that is, as laid down once
tfuth°r ab *n Christian faith. Of the desire for
teach’ Care’ess whether it conflicted with accepted
Slid 1D* °r no*™>" ~aa alway® keen strangely lacking.
gw,, a sentence as the” following, reported of
teach' * an<™® events, part of the Buddhistio
ans , In8*is quite foreign to the Christian temper

u reaching.

ha n°* kolieve in traditions simply bocause they

an en handed down for many generations; nor in
k~yttnng which is rumored and spoken of by many ; or

duc”8 the wr’tten statement of some old sage is pro-
Vouh no* helieve that is truth simply because

taer -I1' 6 been attached to it by habit, on the authority
ti0Qey your teachers and elders. But after observa-

reas ana a“alysis- and when tho thing agrees with
thnr, a aud *s conducive to the good and benefit of all,
a accept it and live up to it.”

this finfliifPly Cannofc conceive such a teaohing as
inorth 1°~ a Phaco either in tho New Testament or
very fa ?x Christian teaching. There are, indeed,
torai We 0”8 on behalf of whioh the claim to be a
to intfii f for raan is made, that ﬁay less regard
dent. jCRai culture than does the New Testa-
in ]wbere 8 kke disinterested search for
thinki cated, and nowhere does independence of
ftescrihefirece’vVe “ess encouragement. Belief in a
Hli@ in\ iea°king is the essential thing, and dis-
?2®idhl8ti 18 the one unforgiveakle offence. Had the
and n ° *®a°king, as given above, been the teach-
°fthe lasfflri 00 °t the Christian Church, the history
Mhat it j ~ men centuries would be far different from
sight of*” ®"e world would have been spared the
SJE 874" ? men afraid to give the results of
tlication °rs the world, often minimising the im-
o in 8 thoir labors when they were published ;
ithgeai *er generations, paying the penalty of
critre of °r years of weary imprisonment for the
to>>that ins”ructing their fellows. All the energy,
Nganiagf, 8 been 8POnt in breaking the power of an
~ould o tQe8s  fraud, imposture, and superstition
adBaniu?uhave been Placed at the disposal of a
The m  8&%od 80 sadly in need of it..

Q& of °dei'n world prides itself upon its greater
“tetnafi *fdy uPon ift8 greater freedom from
?H if 10falsehood. Tho boast may be justifiable,
[t'QeaSefIC ~ *8 interesting to observe that this
of the inn 0 of truth is coincident with a deoline

®@Rrit “ﬁﬁfﬂce of theology. It is said that “the
~“ng N -~y animates our highest men is
ofQaifre™@ 0' "t is entering our schools, our
t KSQ jf . 18moulding unconsciously the thoughts
.wséaluiD if18 a)tering our whole view of tho past,
R) &Y creating a future that will be
v umerent.” Tis; again, may D€ trigeobnlintf
Thi0e @XTeno thanks to Christianiy  ell jt exists,
o B ISy Sar e Reg N,
tRGgB science.  Ang it is part of tho irony of
2.8 qothat> while the Christian Churches have
ealill “and still claim, to be the groat morah
t7eec 8 bfythe geople, it’is the often hanned and
koi8t8niue ne?Ck that is chiefly responsible for the
its8 wvest , .nioralising of our lives. Soience

its7ole inter!'V “torest in a°y Pa_rticular toaching.
a0d"lackinn7I8 18 to search, to*discover, to verify.

>e]jjet hath “ blessed.is hq that hath not see
Eo 198 WME@)@X&?&’”%&I #¢ursed be ho iﬂa
&aiJdiQp.. 8ee*pg, and who assents without

; AN . .

&  has AGAINS B, “an!nalorious figid,
aRer?;lIt of its ridiculous d°8roaVone deception8
and practised a thousand a mental dis-

oi all that it has donG’'~ o far
aBQrtefl v{/as or soI IongS a% aggfnsiq ono

Qg 6¥%H¥E%UQO¥QQEG%GE§9wsclagmmg itasft

eed C. Cohen.
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Immortality.

Nothing new can be said on the subject of a future
state, All that can be advanced both for and against
it has been advanced innumerable times already. It
is a theme concerning which no knowledge is obtain-
able. And yet the belief in a personal God renders
the belief in immortality a grim necessity. This
belief is at once the hope and the despair of theo-
logy ; its hope, because the present life discredits all
its teaching, and its despair because there is nothing
to indicate that the alleged author of a first life,
which is a deplorable failure, is capable of providing
a second which will be a complete success. It is
admitted by many eminent divines that “we are not
in the right attitude toward this profound and
urgent problem unless we recognise that there is no
proof of immortality.” Only two Sundays ago the
Rev. Dr. Horton stated that “for the last thirty
years, at any rate, science had given no countenance
whatever to the thought of life after death,” and
that “the conclusion at which science had arrived
might have some foundation in truth.” “ It seems
to me,” the reverend gentleman added, “that what
science is doing to-day is to call attention to a
dangerous superstition into which we have fallen.”
And yet, with the usual theological inconsistency,
Dr. Horton is reported to have asserted that “the
soul which has lost faith in the beyond must wither.”
Another theologian concedes that the argument for
immortality is “ inferential, not demonstrative.”

Let us analyse this inferential, non-demonstrative
argument, and see what it really is. We are told
that its being non-demonstrative, so far from crea-
ting a prejudice against it, “puts it in the category
of supreme and transcendent truths.” It is true
that very few things are logically demonstrable, and
it is also true that our inability to demonstrate them
does not Fut the stamp of unreality upon them; but
our inability to demonstrate the existence of a known
object gives us no licence to assert the existence of
an unknown one. Philosophers from Protagoras to
Berkeley may have reasoned that we cannot prove
the life that now is, but that does not entitle us to
believe in a life to come. The deep things of life
may be “ matters which cannot be dearly defined
and completely comprehended,” but their being so is
no justification of the belief in another life out of
sight and touch. The theologian reasons from tho
opposite point, saying, “ What wonder that we cannot
prove the life to come when we cannot prove the life
that now is ?* The wonder is, not that we cannot
prove tho life to come, but that anybody believes in
it in the absence of all evidence. Whatever the
present life may be, whether a reality or a dream,
it exists, whereas of the existence of a life beyond
there is not a shred of evidence. To expatiate on
the mysteries by which we are surrounded as deni-
zens of the earth yields not the lowest presumption
that at death we shall become the citizens of another
planet. As Dr. Horton says, people “talk as if they
were all certain that we shall rise from the dead,”
while in reality nothing is more improbable. Another
preacher, however, while granting that the belief in
immortality is not a theorem, claims that it is “an
instinct of the soul,” and that “ while it is indemon-
strable by the processes of logio, it is justified and
confirmed by a multitude of convergent attestations.”
Wo, however, emphatically deny that it is “an
instinot of the soul,” or that it is “ justified and con-
firmed by a multitude of convergent attestations.”

1. We are assured, for example, that the belief in
immortality is “in line with the order of Nature.”
It is true that many natural processes are extremely
marvellous, that * everything in this wonderful world
is transformed, though nothing perishes,” that “ the
fallen leaf, tho withered flower, is taken into the
laboratory of Nature, and there refashioned and re-
produced in undreamed-of ways  but it is not true
that living beings die and come to life again on this
globe. Individuals perish, and the various species
endure only by the ceaseless production of fresh
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individuals. Not a single instance of the reappear-
ance of beings after death can be cited in the whole
history of the world. It is incontrovertible, there-
fore, that the doctrine of immortality is not “in line
with the order of Nature.”

2. It is also maintained that the hope of immor-
tality “springs out of the limitations and sufferings
of this mortal life.” This is in flat contradiction of
a former statement that the belief in a future life is
“an instinct of the soul.” If it were “an instinct
of the soul,” all mankind in all ages would have
possessed and exercised it. As a matter of fact, the
doctrine of immortality is conspicuous in the Old
Testament only by its absence. Millions of orthodox
Buddhists for twenty-four centuries have been devoid
of it. All Atheists are without it. How, then, did
it ever arise ? It sprang out of the hopeless predica-
ment in which believers in a personal God of infinite
goodness and love found themselves while face to
face with the sufferings and sorrows of the present
life. To Theists belief in the next world became
essential because of the dismal failure of this. It
was as a believer in a loving Heavenly Father that
R. L. Stevenson burst into this expression : “ We
must needs invent heaven if it had not been revealed
to us; there are some things that fall so bitterly ill
on this side Time.”

Two debasing fallacies underlie the theory of a
future state. The firstis that the present life is God’s
creation and ordinance and that he meant it to be
just exactly what it is. The second fallacy is that
whatever a man’s lot may be it is his one duty to be
content therewith, regarding it as a holy discipline.
“ A discipline for what ?” asks a servant of the Lord,
and answers, “It is a mockery if it have not an
eternal issue.” It is a horrible mockery in any case,
if a good God there be; and it is the good God
alone that is mocked.

8. We now come to the most irrational and childish
assertion conceivable : “ The supreme attestation of
immortality is Jesus.” To realise the utter fatuity
of that sentence we must supply its context:—

“The supreme attestation of immortality is Jesus.
Ho never demonstrated it; he declared it. He stood
among the troubled children of men, oppressed by ‘the
weary and the heavy woight of all this unintelligible
world,” and he said : “Let not your heart bo troubled.
| know what lies behind the Veil. Tho Father is there,
and the Father's Heart, and the Father’s House. Take
my word for it. In my Father's House aro many man-
sions. If it woro not so | would have told you.””

In the first place, notice that the quotation from
Jesus is not to be found in any canonical document.
It is what might be called a spiritual quotation, a
guotation from tho mind of Josus which the quotor
claims to have in perpetual possession. Secondly,
observe that some clauses in the quotation are from
the Fourth Gospel which many critics pronounce un-
historical, and which multitudes of devout disciples
interpret poetically, or parabolically. Thirdly, even
if the alleged quotation were wholly genuine, present-
ing words actually spoken by Josus, of what evidential
value would it be? The question then would be,
Can we tako the word of Jesus ? What did ho know
about the Father, tho Father’s Heart, and the
Father’s House ? The truth is that, taking tho Four
Gospels as they stand, they contain absolutely
nothing that was now to the world. As Proﬁgﬁ
Flinders Potrio clearly shows in his Personal Iteligion
in Egypt before Christianity, tho ideas embodied in the
Now Testament had boen well-known for many cen-
turies, and some of them for thousands of years prior
to tho Christian era. But what evidence is there
that the doctrine of immortality is.true by whomso-
ever taught? One divine says : “Its guarantee is
that, when we trust it and rost upon it, we find peace
and rost.” But who can honestly and wholeheartedly
“trust it and rest upon it” in tho absenco of any
proof whatevor of its truth? If a person can
believe a lie to bo truth, ho will doubtless find peace
and rest. But hero comes a most luminous and illu-
minating utteranoe: “ It proves itself reasonable
and true if only it is put to tho test.” Has anybody
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ever been able to put the belief in immortality O
the test? The only convincing test would be I&,
a man to die, spend a couple of years in heaven
in hell, and then return to earth, and submit a
report of his experiences. But this has never bee
done. Like God, the Great Beyond has never oz
broken its silence. The Father, the Father’s
and the Father’s House exist alone, so far as F
rational evidence is concerned, in the imagination
people specially trained in their childhood. -
Now, the belief in a future life is declared by ",,
same divine to be at once “an instinot of the
and an experimental acquisition. That it canno
both is self-evident. If it were an instinct t
would be no need of acquiring it; and eve°HO
acquisition is represented, and by tho same
logian, as conditioned by a prior acquisition. is
ence is made to a saying of one of Ciceros fri |
about Plato’s argument for immortality: “” j.fin
read | assent; but as scon as | lay down the bo® »
the assent is gone.” Then our divine ends

discourse thus — ] &l
“Jesus is the Christian argument for immorta>j

all tho splendid hopes which gives life value.
ﬁ_resence faith lifts up her head and lives; a\by
im she sinks and perishes.”

No attempt at erecting the doctrine of i®®°r
on a firm and permanent foundation could be
foolish and futile. Our race does not knowits {9
Father, not even that it has a Father, unsé
made known to it by a third party. When
party appeared; the race, was already so né VAN
sand years’ old ; and his credentials were ﬁ? -A
even to-day, two thousand years later, &Y - -
here and there take him for  what he pretended,
was made to pretend, to be. And yet we &
solemnly warned that unless we believe in bml
the revealer of the Father and his Heart, fa‘ca 3
immortality is altogether boyond us, though A
defined as “ an instinct of the soul.” Suoh is
tian theology’s most unique and infallible te»0]
And hero comes Dr. Horton to inform us
those who accept Christ as Savior and Lord
enjoy the supremo privilege of living for ever-
others he cool¥ Eronounces unworthy of s° tfir,
a privilege. If ho correctly represents his o . jjii
and if his Master as represented by him was
it follows that for 1,000,000,000 of the people 10
to-day death will end all, while barely 500W1tlD
shall inherit eternal life. Is it any wonder
multitudes are sick and tired of the strange
of the Christian pulpit and no longer pay any 3
heed to them ? J N yuon

Y

-X.

The Narratives in Genesis

After the Deluge.
(Continued from p. 508.)

Ip we beliove tho Priestly writer of Gen. 1Hooth ™
whole human rag@, up to tho time of t“g Dy
been vegetarians- 0 @)})/otthm N«

"evAry aoviurr®’ ~lohim gave ilihere® .

shepherds nn,n tbnt Jiveth." There h?d

Abell. »K W * 2 6-' '» ‘m™ h'M*
Qfnést ! e8an akdoPerof'shéep.  fir

man for sixteen ’and tho doBcondiwts of | toe

Biimo occupation0® 108 had doohtlesa folio* ~

to Understand fint thia enployment,

Men did not Filin,? arned oa sorely for* ‘ud
that compo80(j ., Oat tho Bhoop; Soa\Bfhey &P.

them and teadnii doc”a and_herds; igpre
mem unu tehasl them just to fill op )
time and to have an animal rea<y hifO\xﬂﬁ3
Lord occasionally in sacrifice. bOr gi=sp

After this gratifying C° N0e88 "o cap/~d
man, Elohim introduced a law f°l "jpisoA 7 ei

ment of manslayors. Though be Orda
so lenient in tho case of Cain, >Kto
'whoso shoddeth man’s blood, by ootf

bo shed.” This law was to app*y>
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c to “every beast” as well. If a beast so far
himself as 1° kill a human being, the Lord

e f “require ” the blood of that heedless
iln T-“Atthe hand of every beast will | require
t' The beasts that had just come out of the Ark

aru. no doubt, this new decree ; but it does not
~PPoar to have affected them much. The divine
{ ea™does not, at any rate, deter the great carnivora
thel a™a°king find killing any of the human race
bu From that day to the present,
vict're’8  thousands of human beings have fallen
A4 'I™8b° the rapacity of these animals; yet in no
«Ip 6. Instance have we evidence that the Lord
agd™?UeN it” of them. During the Middle Ages
tratt  er>however, the Christian Church took the
varj @ In”*. its own hands, and tried and executed
tbe J18 animal8 (mostly of the domestic kind) for
&arcllr“er  members of the human family. Re-
aga;n 8 kfive brought to light ninety-two cases
anima,s- in the French courts alone,
victiodQh A ™20 and 1740. The penalty, on con-
and Was death : some animals were mutilated
ban { erward8 hanged, and some were burnt. A
for ¢a°r ~stance, was tried for Killing a girl, a boar
achila'Milckild, a sow for killing and partly eating
Were & r8e tor killing a man, etc. Wild beasts

’ani8hed°rCSe  anx® excommunicated, and then

*adearning to the Bible narrative, Elohim next
With «.?0Venant with Noah and his posterity and
Barth” a t°wi>the cattle, and every beast of the
Sy a’r .N8a sign of this covenant he placed in the
iivinc P bow> was to bo a token to “every
kif!” mature of all flesh ” that he would not again
Psssible L04 uPon the earth. It is, however, quite
forinstan ~ inaDy °t the animals, sheep and cattle
PoenQri ce’ have not tho faintest idea what that
| kat the a ~°ken of. Elohim further added
focal] to 8 m 8 of the rainbow in the clouds would
the remembrance his covenant with man

It had ,, f*living creatures.
"B Riink °t keeR Fevealed to the sacre% wr(ijte_r thﬁt
— n effect produced In the
atmosqqﬁ‘ﬁ\%én%f}%c%ion and reflection of the
. SRt ffom rain-drops falling in a quarter
that 'tHe " leISUn'  The writer appears to have thought
T&cnethi  en°menon was a supernatural creation
a al®@ am?5 tangible placed in the sky by the god.
lllen Plapoaars kO implied that the Rainbow was
*ybow | ,'nthe sky for tho first time—"1 do set
V7erban f u c'on”8¥ Bto. Moreover, the Yahvist
vakveh hnr}* b B Mat in the earliest times “ the god
therO w cau8Gd ib bo rain upon the earth.......
V6 Whoil 0™ UP a mist from the earth, and watered
O kQuet rth 2fchkenground™ (Gertr1d. 546). We
fain >lrom geology that there was plenty
kefOreremtho Delng0, and even thousands of

1I‘ir|ng {%e man_first appeared upon the eartb.
fhe 8 of met Triassic period many distinct im-

am-drops have been discovered upon
8t008tr%?. I a portion of the New Red Sand
kyJu'n8tance» the whole surface was found
0, Similn marks produced by a hoavy shower of
Pa f a8 .g1arks thave been found in ¢ same
of thn W% apart ns Lancashire and various
satCr. exact!v?ued Sfcabes. Traces of the ripple of
bus of the L tht® 8a,no as muy be observed in the
’a*d it ,easkore to-day after the fall of a tide
bha aa the are ai80 accurately preserved, as
*7.0f the «,°~prints of animals supposed to be
4  fer ooJ | adln« kind.
Kt 80b fren™ k°D™ Ark Noah, as already
bdrR fd keen  +0 kirds, beasts, and creeping things

Ayn7.a8Phvv;miraculonaly preserved from hunger
Wi killed an a’ typhoid, and other ills that would

Over TheS ° .Q living creatures in less than a

-l 6 glob aDima'8 now kegan to disperse all
Hot, mfor v,!0* ®ach pair taking their way to the

QF far; otjldk bkey wore best fitted. Some did

o H v /\OO ;o H -
A bitne e ot BPEL el ASA YRy Retel
particular species. Somo of the

far as North, South, find Central
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America; some went to Australia; some went to
Tasmania, Borneo, Madagascar, and other islands;
though how they got to these places will for ever
remain a mystery. They were certainly not taken
by man; for when the places mentioned were first
discovered, the animals were there already, besides
some races of men unknown to the sacred writer—
men unlike any in the Old World. Seas and oceans
would seem to have been no impediment to the
miraculously preserved animals; for they appear to
have crossed them with ease. A few thousand miles
of land or sea had apparently no terrors for them.

The glutton, the reindeer, musk ox, Newfoundland
dog, and Arctic fox emigrated to the cold regions of
North America, as well as to other places. They pro-
bably skirted the southern shore of the Mediterranean
until they came to the Atlantic Ocean, then swam for
2.000 miles, and landed on the other side. The grisly
bear, the buffalo, racoon, skunk, red fox, lynx, wapiti,
and rattlesnake, also went to that continent, taking,
no doubt, the same route: even the hare and little
field-mouse by some means managed to find their
way there. The polar bear and Esquimeaux dog
selected Greenland and Iceland, and made a bee line
for those countries, passing through Asia Minor,
across Europe to Denmark, and taking a northerly
direction through the North Sea.

The red howling monkey, coaite, and the monkeys
with prehensile tails went to South America, and
took up their abode in the immense forests of Brazil
and Guiana, whence they were joined, later on, by
the marmoset, grison, and armadillo. The journey,
which was entirely by water, must have taken them
some considerable time ; for, passing down the Per-
sian Gulf, they had to cross the Indian Ocean towards
the Cape, then, turning northward into the Atlantic,
made a straight course across to Brazil—the distance
being about 9,000 miles. The red wolf, caygotte,

ampas cat, chati, llama, tapir, chinchilla, spectacled

ear, vampire bat, and boa-constrictor followed soon
after, steering the same course, and landed safely in
the South American continent: even the sloth, that
cannot crawl a single foot on level ground, but spends
his whole life hanging from trees, would not be left
behind, but contrived by some means to cross the
ocean and take up his abode in the forests of Brazil
—a feat which covers this animal’s name with glory.

The pongo, orang-outang, tiger cat, and gigantic

bat took a land journey through Persia, Afghanistan,
Hindostan, and Further India to the Malay Penin-
sula, and then crossed over to the islands of Borneo
and Sumatra. The lemur, indri, aye-aye, and galet
took a trip by water to the island of Madagascar, the
distance being only about 8,200 miles.  These gone,
the Cape mole made his way under the Indian Ocean,
and, after burrowing 5,000 miles, came up in Cape
Colony. He might, perhaps, have gone overland
through tho Isthmus of Suez; but he knew there
were great deserts in North and Central Africa
which ho never could have crossed. Next, tho
cougar, jaguar, puma, ant-eater, and peccary took a
journey to tropical America, going straight through
the deserts of Central Africa to tho Atlantic, and
then crossing over—a distance, in all, of about 7,000
miles.
Shortly afterwards, several other animals, chiefly
marsupial, emigrated to Australia, going across the
Indian Ocean in a south-easterly direction for about
6.000 miles. The chief of these were the kangaroo,
the kangaroo rat, the vulpine opossum, the bandi-
coot, flying squirrel, wombat, the duck-billed ornith-
orhynchus, and the phascogale, a kind of marsupial
mouse. Some of these, later on, took up their abode
in Tasmania, to which Elace had alread%/ gone, by
wator, the native devil, the pouched wolf, and the
phalanger, tho latter a large species of mouse.

Many birds also wont to all the places mentioned,
distance being of no account, and amongst others
several species of ostrich, whose wings could not
render them much assistance on the journey. The
nandd arrived safely in South America, the casso-
wary in Sumatra, and the emu and black swan in
Australia. The turkey went to North America, and,
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af_tlgr a time, large flocks roamed that continent
wild.

The inspired writer does not say anything about
these emigrations; hut we know they must have
taken place. Many people think that all the animals
named lived in the localities they now inhabit before
the Deluge, and that they had to cross the oceans to
go into the Ark; butthis does not necessarily follow:
it is just possible that they may all have lived on the
Old Continent. If the Bible story is true, they had
to find their way to those places after the Flood ; of
that there can be no question. In any case, this is
only another sample of the difficulties and impossi-
bilities connected with that mythical event.

Here | must leave the “ Narratives in Genesis ”
for the present, but hope to take them up again very
shortly—say, in two or three weeks.

Abbacadabea.
(To be continued)

Acid Drops.

We have succeeded in giving the Christian Commonwealth
a lesson in English. It used to announce “an exclusive
article ” in its columns weekly by Mr. Philip Snowden, M.P.,
and we pointed out that this was sheer nonsense; what it
meant was that Mr. Snowden’s article was contributed exclu-
sively to the C. C. The New Theology organ pretended not
to notice our comment; we repeated it more than once, and
still it took no notice; it had its “dignity ” to preserve.
But we see now that it has silently accepted the correction.
Mr. Snowden’s “ exclusive article ” has disappeared, and he
now “ contributes an article every week exclusively ” to the
C'f% | So much for “ cultured Christians ” and “ illiterate
Infidels.”

The Christian Commomvealth classes Haeckel with the

“ dead dogs.” Most dogs would have better manners than
this.  Our pious contemporary says that it has beaten dead
dogs itself. Wo don't believe it ever beat a living one—face
to face.

Our pious contemporary laughs at an orthodox Christian
who objects to the Rev. Bernard J. Snell’s “ daring blas-
phemy.” But hasn't the orthodox Christian as much right
to call Mr. Snell’s opinions “ blasphemy ” as our pious
contemporary and Mr. Snell have to call Mr, Boulter’s
opinions “ blasphemy ” ? It will not do to reply that they
don't call his opinions *“blasphemy.” They do. Thoy
allowed him to go to prison for “ blasphemy ” against their
faith without uttering a word of protest.

Mrs. Besant’s science does not seem as good as it used to
be. “ Twenty years ago,” she says, “ wheu nobody was
thinking of wireless telegrams, | learned from Madame
Blavatsky that it is Possible to sond communications through
tho ether—which, of course, is precisely what is now done
under tho name of wireless telegraphy.” There is just
enough analogy in tho two cases to onablo a clover talker to
impose on the ignorant. Is it possible that Mrs. Bosant
imagines that wireless telegraphy is performed without
material apparatus ?

Tho intorviewor (for a Christian paper) asked Mrs. Bosant
when “tho Master,” tho now “ Christ,” looked for by the
Theosophists might bo expected. Tho lady put on her best
manner—a blond of infallibility and reticonco—and said :
“| do not care to suggest an exact date within tho present
century.” Of course sho doosnt. Sho is not so foolish, or
not so daring, as old I’rophot Baxter.

Mrs. Bcsant wound up with some remarks on India, which
do not striko us as vory profound. Ono thing sho said, how-
ever, which is truo enough, though she can claim no novelty
for saying it.  Sho said that “ Christian missions gain many
converts among the outcasts, but mako no headway amongst
the educated classes.” *“India,” sho added, “ will nover
accept dogmatic Christianity.” No doubt she believes that
India will accept Theosophy. It is another caso of tho wish
being father to the thought.

Tho Christian Advocate (Amorican) says of John Calvin
that “ All authorities agroo that thero is but ono blot upon
his memory.” Tho Truthseeker (Now York) remarks that
if this woro truo, which it isn’t, “ tho &mo could bo said of
many a man who has been hanged.”
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The exclusion of the Freethinker from the Freo rot >
Library reading-rooms in Camberwell has recently taken
fresh turn. Mr. F. R. Theakstone, a Camberwoll ratepM®
Wil iting e\l dif Whe JLill b \Bdbdidittee . J
this journal was no longer obtainable at the Central u®”"
ham-road) Library. He received a reply from Mr. G
Tagg, the Town Clerk, informing him that this journal n
excluded “ by order of the Libraries Committee, who
tho Authority who decide what books and papers
placed, i the public libtariss ia« the, Berough”  Mr.
stone begged to bo supplied with ILthe reason ” of the » »
mittee’s action; for the paper had been allowed a P30"
the tables for years, and, judging from its well-thufii »
condition, it was “one of tho most widely read
Hue) pewsroont.”  Tio Jowvn \Blerk faid tbis Jawtar beforen
Committee, and after the lapso of nearly a monthn®”
warded that holy body’s reply, which was ta the effect
“ the above paper ” was withdrawn on account of “aP”
graph of an objectionable nature.” But this explana. j.
Mr. Theakstone found bewildering. Ho wrote again, s
ing out that tho Committeo systematically blackened ®
tionablo(faragraphs in newspapers, yet tho newspap®r
remainod on the tables. Why was not tho object*®"j
paragraph in tho Freethinker blackened in tho sain®
Why was the paper itself treated in this exceptional
This was a very awkward question, andthe Commit .
it to be so, for it took refuge at once in “dignified s'
Mr. Theakstone was informed that tho Committee *
nothing further to add.” To this he replied that b "
really received no sort of answer to his inquiries,
not even been told what the objectionable paragrap
and he was really anxious to know. This lete a
formIli * F it {9 Committee, WiH® WO e
xently rather proud of theur pigsheaded fallyx  Such * tie]
silly _bigots who arrogate tiie right to diTtato wu B
mastBrs_tho Camberwvell ratepayers, ehall apd ShagRe-
read. And the ringleader of tho wholo wretched “jjg
seems to be a pious publican, with a head like a rice-p

and a heart like a sponge.

Mr. Ta#Sitho heb done ihi, if he has —
ho has pricked tho “ objectionable paragraph ” "u, iaQ3®*
were not aware that objectionablo paragraphs wereb yjos3
out in newspapers from time to timo, and Council *
appears to have overlooked it. In tho case of °~-nyerthO
tionable paragraph” in one number of the Freet 17

officials had a regular remedy. Thoy did not *a ¢ »t i3
over, but started a crusado agaiust tho papor itse Bhy
against futuro numbors of tho paper which could VB

be found fault with, as thoy were not yet in ,eX’s¥® , GRif0°i
thank Mr. Theakstono for performing this little F A
ling li so ““® jjjejmq
wo vonturo to suggest that ho should now tiic-°citod
Church Council which aided, abetted, and even i
Borough Council bigots in thoir hypocritical policy-

[0

Tho Rev. J. Morgan Jones, of Abordaro,
“this precious little leaflet,” simply becauso '*"~way §jau
to a Christian slavo-ownor to roceivo back a "

his absence, had himsolf become> ~ &%

who, durin
angj proved Yelpful fo Paul In his imprisonme~ing A
Mr, Jones praisos tho Apostlo’s wisdom iu * slayery- - gum

publie declaration against thio imstitution °* t gtew
tho early Church,lifted its v 'cgﬂaaganinst t1 trOyed .y, »
hristiani o Delieves, wot F ) licu
gleir earts, gms dotostod QBEPE%})?.U“ %@
tho better policy not to uttor a word ag»*-“- newre!jfu@®
doing thoy might ieopardlse the future of the will ~
Doey M. domes Imagine that thoughtful PCorepds® s
deceived by such sophistry ?  Why cannot F , jiic
honest and frankly admit, with liarnack, 4 .
Tevlarent opistosaiready =ssumo that Cmghaudd st
have slaves, and givos no directions for au”™ flro 6 m$-
relationship ; and that, on the contrary, ®V
admonishod to bo faithful and obediont

Christianity, vol. 1., p. 207). Ji]

BALf et, t1
Tho Rev. E. Shillito boliovos in a Saprc/R* K
of course, all-good, all-wise, and iill_-POv*°rwl th™'3,

omnjscient divjng informs us, “P s 1iS .V -i.
can bo successfully r03|stodu; tho door ho ,g o0t

can bo fiually slammed in his face. H *1a S\ipt0t°
about way of denying tho oxistouco o 1
will Mr. Shillito kindly tell us what it *

th® e« 9
Wo note, what indoed was ;;@J%_vlt@blg?%f&fjtyQy
Committco of tho Houso of Commons on w f S r
of debtors has fouud two tilings ; firsto ity t*
ontirely upon tho working classos :
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0j Cssivo credit is given to the -wage-earning classes in view
°ell ,power to imprison. The Committee recommends,
to 6 v the abolition, in County Court cases, of the power
thi  °r'“ PMsonment for non-payment of debt. We hope
jj s Question is now going to bo dealt with satisfactorily.
tef'3n>*La POtical question at all, or we should not be
are 10 b *n these columns. Many thousands of people
B . linprisot,ed every year, belonging to all political and
Pevert 3ec’s' THeir only common characteristic is their

SaTn° special correspondent of the Daily News at Barcelona
orew at “ The crowds, without leaders, without guidance,
vent8” or the other, set themselves to the burning of con-
Hon' ,at churches as a protest against tho clerical oppres
regrett  We'gti8 so heavily on the country.” This is
not 1 e’ of coarse, but it is very intelligible. It was
tesPond">MO’ a bloodthirsty crowd. “ Cruelty,” this cor-
angqtli ™ says, “was completely absent from their mood ;
Settings? WO° a*ways careful to turn out the inmates beforo
of Ba®, 10 “° tho premises. Crucifixes, images, and statues
Way s Were thrown into tho bonfiros.” Which, by the
"ttefnrr,aS &R exact imitation of what the Protestant

rmers” gld In the sixteenth centyiny,, Thofaptsig
thai]ttg r[ﬂoilusrpe, t%qgnltltbhl'?tsertpyo, gnd tt\ey Qa?ural?y show

«not atpeo%

their hatred when they get a chance.

Tho “cruolty ” lies with tho clerico-raill  m,, them in
Ioohcm%t of prisoners and. have martial law whi
itches after tLg ?arceo a trial under m at au &

C&éﬂﬂgﬁ Lﬂﬁt% F%OM@ |UngHAR e 1o crucrly OF the reac

was always so.

/&

— Henry W. Nevinson, writing to Hie DaitpilSesetiaganf
roni Barcelona, draws further atteu . thing in the
5® revolutionists.” “By far t h e atack upon the

holo revolution,” ho said, “has be heeu exaggor-
The re

al?gfc%t t eF%“q!sour%(? O%?(%%]geratlon here.’\Th'”y'Se\Be{/'

utohes, monasteries, and convents there tho black
_ | have been from one to an°th, 0s have
li aroofless ruins stand to witnoss jf o tone buildings,
lled Most of them were now and hideou *”~ ~ and
1

., hot oven finished. BVL\JIth rFanr)l/_ are thc—i city wa?j
t wonder thin _an

Vu gf?oy\é\g SPor (t)ﬁethgld Sreots gre19 na v Oﬂyllko a
, uyFa\lla@s,/\b%ﬂﬁ%t?gvolmgr\'gﬂglsealIowea gﬁ?ﬁ%rﬁo
B, EPRERIOR DPHSER SO W e W1 U
n R out a monastery wore shot.”  -* 1 jo0 hears that
u,n \\I0revolutionists committed no P ¢i * ,, bo asks, did
« yWow a thief into the flames. there wore banks

ad «'bUn a few 8illy monasteries w 10 cy;son knows tho

“erigMlipaTiede; TeRittBoBanE caro to State it in the Daily

/\M‘
Uigls C°hen sends us a note with respect 1o the “ Acid
an”'/n our last issue concerning the Bov- - 3. wWalkQehi's

LRRPHAZIAPE “VEE b 2 T K hioR 0!8 VRIRSsENSn 43RG

north p°ccurred twice<l boliove 1 an’ th“ ucariy as my

leocolWt™Untry town " waa Chester, date a  a_ynothing
nhout 01 0» serves—ten or cleveu years ag * ;cbhate was
~ere.th- trlumPh’ for obvious reasons. m  wftg quoted,
aaq ° Atheist was thero, tho Descent of statement

Relad Eﬁ%@fﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ‘%@awﬁs"m@ St* »<e

Hila”n had not°tiPalSa®’ 1 challenged its accuracy. Mr.

all dehate \ ° bo°h with him, but | sent for the book
roall° EoreadOtt).aSPProceodin , and btef%e its (;onclus}i10r%
. gnOt_i° Passage and prove ta, cn tha
OisheV/—viewsiotation was gnito a,"nub@g%e?;‘%ﬁqrF of
W C 8Viows- From the cheers and lar* Ath(,ist that tho

S>iVbno téaAng | fancy it was not with tor,0LBly econo-
Iﬁﬁctdofﬂ\mxﬁw Mr. Waldron b0 cgroful in

truth, and I would adviso .g It involves
&P | to ho so detailed u his sta “ t heard yot
A LENEN N
QM IO R AR o m s 3 noJ

N ahi
ghi
“ his*ovid S*°wdcu reports Mr. Bernard Shaw as say-
ibofAllwith thAUC buf°ro tho Censorship Committee, that
lculu 2£speeM sirotl8cst convictiou that you should allow
B Piact ro-certa>t tases - where-prosecutions

* UndorstF°j cenity or blasphom){{" Wo confess
and this, and wo hope that Mr. Shaw ib
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misreported. He has called the Blasphemy Laws a dis-
grace to the nation, and we have heard that at the time of
the “ blasphemy ” prosecution, eighteen months ago, he
wrote a letter on the subject to the Daily News, which was
too strong for the nerves of the organ of the Nonconformist
Conscience, and was refused insertion. We know, of course,
that Mr. Shaw is opposed to Anarchy, but we trust his
hatred of one extreme is not making him iu love with tho
other. To all real intents and purposes, we believe Mr.
Shaw is as much au Atheist as we are, in spite of his talk
about “religion  and how on earth an Atheist can defend
prosecutions for “blasphemy ™ passes our comprehension.
Would it be too much to ask Mr. Shaw to explain ?

Mr. Foote’s “ Comic Sermons ” were considered “dreadful
blasphemy.” The real trouble was, of course, that he was
acting as a pioneer. Being ahead of the time was his actual
offence. We see that the idea is now being taken up in Mr.
Biatchford’s paper. We congratulate him on borrowing this
leaf out of our old book. But we suggest that a little more
—shall we say “ blasphemy ”?—would give a bettor point to
the parody.

“ Religion and Morality ” is the subject of the Rev. R. J.
Campbell’s last printed sermon, and after reading it wo feel
that ho is really progressing. We also feel more than over
tho oddity of his calling himself a Christian. Mr. Campbell
plainly declares that “ It is not true that morality is depen-
dent upon religion.” He says it is no more dependent upon
religion than upon mathematics. He laughs at the orthodox
bogey which is meant to frighten people into believing that
morality will die with the death of theology. “ Society,” he
says, “ holds together, and men try to behave decently and
honorably, for quite other reasons than that they are afraid
of the judgments of God in some future state.” This is not
new, of course; but it is new in a pulpit. Freethinkers
have been saying it all along, and it was splendidly said by
Ruskin, who was not a Freethinker, but an honest man of
genius, with sound and noble instincts. Mr. Campbell is
finding salvation rather lato—but he is finding it. Somo
day or other he will relish Heine’s story of how he asked
Hegel about tho compensations of virtue in the life to come,
and how Hegel asked him if he wanted a pourboire (drink-
monoy, a tip? for not murdering his father and mother.

Mr. Campbell is very near going the whole hog. Ho doos
include tho bristles, though lie shrinks from the tail. Ho
does not hesitate to confess that unbelievers are better,
instead of worse, than Christians. Just look at this.
“Let us be quite clear,” he says, “on ono thing ; it simply
is not true that morality depends upon religion; it does not;
most moral gains are made in the teeth of religion, or at
least in the teeth of religion as popularly understood, and
very often the pioneers of the advance are men who are not
specially religious. That has been conspicuously the case
with regard to the awakening social consciousness of to-day;
among its foremost exponents have been men who aro
commonly dubbed materialists, and among its fiercest oppo-
nents have been champions of religions orthodoxy.” Ho
goes even farther than that. “ No cause in modern times
that has meant the uplifting of the unprivileged,” ho says,
“has been initiated and championed by organised Chris-
tianity.” He puts it more strongly still. “ Official Chris-
tianity,” ho says, “has, on the wholo, lagged behind
[mora it%/—that Is to say, it has generally stood for a lower
form of morality than that which has been tho highest iu
any givon age.” The doctrine of salvation by belief, for
instance, is “ distinctly immoral,” it has logically led to per-
secution, and has been “ responsible for more cruelty and
oppression than almost anything in the whole range of
human blunders.”  All which justifies us in saying that Mr.
Campbell goes the wholo hog, including tho bristles. But
see how ho stickles at tho tail. *“ Christianity itself,” ho
assorts, “is not synonymous with a lower morality than tho
host that has been revealed in any given age.” Christianity
itself! What is that? The Now Theology, of course. All
the other forms of Christiauity are tainted ; Mr. Campbell’s
form of it is tho only ono that is sweet and sound. Orthodox
Christianity, organised Christianity—in other words, historic
Christiauity—has had nearly two thousand years of igno-
minious failure. Well, if this be true, the very name of
Christianitg should be banned and banished from evory
placo but the museums. To make a fresh start at this timo
of day is really too absurd. __

It is usoless for Mr. Campbell to ask us to give Christ a
new trial after all those wasted opportunities. He talks of
tho “ wisdom of Christ ” in “ making love the goal both ” of
religion and morality. Bat this is based upon a partial
reading and an arbitrary interpretation of the New Testa-
ment.  Christ spoke words of love; he also spoke words of
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hate. Christ spoke words of liberality; he also spoke as a
narrow-minded persecutor. And if he did not teach the
doctrine of everlasting punishment in hell we may as well
close the New Testament altogether, and regard his alleged
utterances as meant only to darken counsel.

Duchemin is a good name for a tramp. It is the name of
the horrible creature who was guillotined at Paris for mur-
dering his mother; one of those crimes at which one shudders
unspeakably. The poor mother worked hard for a living,
but had saved £17. He went and asked her for money, and
she refused to give him any ; so he strangled her, and as she
did not die quickly enough he took out his knife and cut
her throat; after which he spent the £17 in a jollification.
It is horrible creatures like this matricide who complicate
the question of capital punishment. Is it worth while
keeping them alive ? And what are you going to do with
thdm ? And then there is another question. What was
God doing when he made a world that produces a Duchemin ?

“Have you anybody belonging to you ?” the magistrate
asked, and the poor old woman, eighty-four years of age,
answered, “ Not a soul. Only God above.” An intelligent
policeman had brought her up to the Tower Bridge Court
and charged her with the awful crime of beggiDg. Some-
body had actually given her four farthings, and such
exploitation of tbo public had to be sternly put down ;
although this is a Christian country, and Christ said “ Give
to everyone that asketh.” Poor old soul 1 Not a friend in
the wide world. Only God above. And what that friend
was worth to her is, alas, too easily estimated.

Never since the old Pall Mall Gazette—not the new one—
discovered poor old Dan Chatterton and treated its readers
to long, sanguinary extracts from his pamphlet called Blood.
Bullets, and Bayonets, do we recollect anything quite so
good as the Daily Express's discovery of a “ blasphemous ”
pamphlet issued by the Anti-Christian Socialist League—
which we believe is one of the many airy organisations that
have sprung from the brain of “ Comrade ” Gott. Of course
the Express doesn’t care twopence about the “blasphemy,”
simply because it doesn’t care twopence about religion. It
“ exposes ” this “ despicable pamphlet ” for political reasons.
It doesn’t mind making itself a laughing-stock to those who
are “in the know ” as long as it can frighten the “ respect-
able ” classes into the protecting arms of Toryism.

How the leader of the Tory party will laugh in his sleeve
at the Express’s discovery, though he may affect to treat it
gravely enough 1 Balfour is one of the least solid, and at
the same time one of the slimmest, politicians of modern
times. We believe he has as much religion as a courting
cat, but he is capable of miauling to the tune of the taber-
Daclo in order to reassure his followers. Of course he laughs
at them too—under tho rose.

The Catholic Times is concerned about the prospects of
Christianity in Madagascar. It appears that both Catholic
and Protestant missions suffer through getting no assistance
from tho French Government, which is accused of “ carrying
on an Anti-Christian crusade in tho island." What this
really means is apparent a little later on. “They have for-
bidden schools,” wo read, “to be kept up any longer in the
churches, where for many years past all the primary schools
havo been taught.” In other words, tho French Govern-
ment is secularising elementary education, which deprives
tho missions of tho privileges thoy onco enjoyed, and hence
theso tears. When religious bodies have to live under tho
law of justice thoy always weep. Thoy know how hard it
is to livo under such conditions. Wo are not surprised to
learn that “ three fourths of tho Protestant mission schools
havo been closed.” Such a fact would rather please tho
Catholic Times in other circumstancos, but as it wants tho
holp of tho Protestants in Madagascar it weeps into tho
same basin with them.

“Tho French enemies of Christianity,” the Catholic Times
says, “ have been sapping and mining at home and abroad.”
Quite true. But thoir object is simply to destroy tho privi-
leges of Christianity and to make it exist, if it can manago
to do so, under tho rulo of justice and equality. Our con-
temporary says that their work against tho French Church
“ deserves to bo called a devastation.” Which simply means
that tho French Church is a lot poorer than it was. But it
ought to bo grateful for that, since poverty is tho first of
Christian virtues, according to tho teaching of Christ.

Tho Catholic Times gives this heading to its leader on tho
Barcelona troublo: “ Tho Massacro of tbq Clergy and tho

Nuns.” This is how the Church writes history—fo* 1
dupes. There was no massacre of clergy and nuns. 41,
an ecclesiastic dream ; or shall we say another pious frao

Some time ago a Catholic paper chortled over a M0
cession in the Hatton Garden district, which was P°ff
fully supported by the Italian ice-cream merchants
haunt that locality. Tho procession was said to have wa
a great impression upon the non-Catholic spectators, an
was hinted that an abundance of such processions won
lead to the Catholic conversion of England. Wo note, b
ever, that the Right Rov. Monsignor Brown is unable tos
any good effects that have sprung from the great Eucbarw
Congress of last year and its famous procession,
invited and received an official slap in tho face fro®
Prime Minister. “ Frankly,” Monsignor Brown says, 1
not think tho Eucharistic Congress did much to turn
average Anglican mind in tho direction of the Cat ~
Church." “ Since the Congress,” he laments, “aW°ani
bigotry has swept over Scotland and parts of England'
there has been a renewal of pulpit attacks upon tho Ch°
the Holy Father, and upon the doctrine of tho Eucbar®*
That word “ bigotry,” by tho way, speaks volumes. " jS
piety on the part of Catholics to oppose Protestantism,

“ bigotry ” on tho part of Protestants to oppose Catho 1 #
There you have all the “ cheek ” of the Catholic Churc

nutshell.

Rev. Dr. John Wesley Hill, pastor of the MetioP°’}'ae
Temgle, Now York City, preached in tho ~ ar(fd
Presbyterian Church last Sunday, and delivered hlta® to
tho following utterance, which we hardly know whet
attribute to the power of the Holy Ghost or not.
time is coming,” he said, “and is not far distant, w
Union Jack and tho Stars and Stripes, floating toget i
make it impossible for a gun to throw a bullet boy *
muzzle, or for a soldier anywhere on tho globo to Din
against the peace of tho world, unless the order is b g0t
tho English tongne.” Why tho order to disturb the Pglish
tho world should be any tho better for being given
passes eUF 66MPreRensien. No doubt Britishersan  gp
are the chosen people, in succession to tho ~°'vs’,0
should bo very loth to see them dominating the who * et
in this fashion. Wo like variety. As tho manint jpkii
says, “ Thero are others.” Why should tho likos o
Wesley Hill govern this planet—even if they do 1

name of Christ?

et °
Thomas Paine has boon dead a hundred yoa® R &t
Central Nows wires a message from Now York to
tho effect that Dr. C. W. Eliot, lato president ot » ftfjre
says “the Bible is not infallible.” We shall ge
presently reporting tho decease of Quoon Anno.

A lady gave a valuable crucifix to tho

Saints, Child’s-hill, Cricklowood, in memary ‘(t)ﬁ “°rt'58ies
Thieves havo-broken-in-and-stolen it, with otheF &f o
wliic i they could realiso. Tho deity who is p.orfi®
reside in tho holy edifico raised no objection.

was asleep, perhaps he was on a journoy, P°r to'
turned aside,—to use tho elegant lauguago of

priests of Baal.

----- ininf
Rov. Stephen .Tonos, a woll-known Congrcgat>0"* 's
of Bridgend, has been committed for trial on ~
obtaining various sums of money, by moans
demand notes, from tho Great Wostcru Rail"'®"
no moral. o j
-th tho &K")

Melbourne has a funny way of dealing i\ed “etge>’
tho missing liner IVaratah, with 500 people (M(*ge *.[&t
on board. Melbourne offered up prayers for  * ol 1
last Suuday. The pastimo did not affoct the

anco. .
fiis

The Bishop of Manchester has been a]l s
auditors on Blackpool sands that ho has_rea _Jogy fr.,
Stuart Mill and others havo said, but his
shaken. Well, who thought it would bo 0gJ
somotliing like a miracle to shako a man s
brings him in four thousand pounds a year. X

Tuesday morning’s "Wills" included t Of t>®,
Rov. Theodoro Marshall, D.D., Modern 1 jffil
Assembly of tho Church of Scotland, % yic*p.o”io'
Kichard Broadbcufc Bowling, of St. Johu H 1oory g
Hill, London, leff£19;664 Dr. George == =
Worthing, formorly Indian Secretary ° = pox
Bionary Society, loft £8,895. Blcssod b° 'y
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

12, 19, 26, St. James’s Hall, London.

Glasgow; 10, Leicester; 17, 24, and 31, St. James’s
*>|_ondon.

ember 7, Manchester ; 14, Liverpool.

Cct fur

To Correspondents.

B,
HevrBli>ENI's Honohariom Fond :  Annnal_Subscriptions.—
O, ginr*-j 4° ed, &2BD 13s. 6d. Received since.—
Jr, *ls-l J- Parks, Is.; C. Masson. 2s.; T. McClure, 2s.;
29 AS>James Cartwright, 2s. 6d.; J. and R. Miller,
LIB

“Usphemy” Defence Fund—James Cartwright, Is.
a*Bodlter F und.—Wec have received  George Payne, £2 2s.
mBichardson.—Sorry we cannot oblige. We are publishing

» new edition the story of our imprisonment, however,
QBrMIy%eﬁ_rﬁana y P

H U tyriNo.—Perhaps next week.

T. ~ yjlcES—B*®° late for this week, anyhow.

keturin°SLEY — Cohen's address accompanied his list of
Gotmn>v en?a88ments, which has not reached us lately. Any

ABKrwardedatIOnS sent to or ~ r' G™yd at our office will be
ad-Pleased to receive the postcard. w0 wish you happiness

P success - iq22
*Clark—You probzibly refer to E**R8* e end gentle-
H. McClubkey.—P leased to see thﬁte rt e anda bim

G .
Fan admires George Meredith. Whet e

T’lﬁé\éﬁt&%@-@% that you and your inend " she Ff%%hﬂﬂlﬁ

an intellectual treat.” 1t would be .-Line for the cause ,

reethinkers would sgeak o(#%?gg %o h phriatian courghreé, gﬂg

b)%éh%t %\?\/g’% ”e?céBe%P he anfect cowar

. ontreal).—Pleased to hear. from ° eapect to jm-
be i hg’vlpartel )thr_oug_ our writing . . es rabie_ ut
~tality, the question™is not whether it 8 « w I8 not
AN ‘Ber it is a fact. The truth o it were not true,
b ou Wl%ﬁht %tl re true . stick in this
? av®yol not got hold of the wrohg end oi

T. &2 re_Thanks for_the reference, tHOHEN W PRy ieard

ORIOtR L, TR RS BV Dy Writer B
It nce iot the statement. Jloots Cricket Club.
Voiot—l'hapks for @Ptg of the | u have_now fort

1ot. a

Apey’ 28T » m-,ly to bear ﬁ1atyo mises no:
&a&} will have to get more WP

Tolsto "Py doyou take a great man’s name in vain?
_ever Sa~ PamPblet on Shakespeare is the greatest silliness
ail the T™W Pr'nt. And the question_about Shakespeare
ino.ci orkinfi;Classes is the silliest silliness of all. * The
Inerged iniSea; in the modern_sense of the word, had not
ever, Tatld akespeare's day. There were poor people, how-
“ensure(J i,, J? attitude of the rich towards them is strongly
fgaredenon  I‘car and elsewhere. We shall hear Shakes-
6 Clarion noe<i Presently because he didn’t read Justice and

12}
1x]

Or*or—Glad you have read this journo. sm  Chrintmel

t~ 'd notmiss it ngw »; also that you are our c.reula®
J?Vout friends.  If a(n/vour readers V\yoo d. «0# would be atan

w2uld double and our financial ti;o  Kev. It. J. Camp
hen. might almost ask the price One. .
M ,, 8°'d motor-car when he is buying ,» on Freethoug '

- h n i

AT AL ML NERITE By It form and s
Fe, ."SUCER idely as pesaiple:
ocl*ngs at West London Branch docs hold Sunday
Av 'VssOB i bl° Arch- Glad to hear Mr. Davies’
las,- y*TRs._t} IgUly appreciated by a big audience.

ty.p JJG"eard of'| m>r AicCann_is still alive, we believe ; the

"all.__4t “Im was from Jersey. Thanks for cuttings.

i'attEocl*a S0"0'1°k"ged for cuttings.
_ viin8don-BM IfTY. Limited, office is at 2 Newcastle-street,
'Y ONALg  TE-°-

to25 for the p,-.'0"'
Woaatlo.B» fbe Freethinker_should be addressed
Fta * Boi,CSr €°t, Farringdon-street, E.O.
r,Oset, B-C. hv”ereach 2 llewcastlo-stroet, Farringdon-
*ai*Reg a“ y “rst post Tuesday, or they will not be

offioe is at 2 Nowcastle-street,

Pa'si 118 newapapers would enhance the favor by
~Q0earQr_ bteratai' 681° wh*ch thoy wish us to call attention.
noj Breaa are should be sont to the Managor of t7e

to the Editor°Waat’ 8trOet” Farringdon-stroot, E.C.,

THE FREETHINKER

521

P eesons remitting for literature by stamps are specially requested
to send halfpenny stamps.

The Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing
office, CPost free, at the following rates, prepaid:i—One year,
10s. 6d.; half year, 5b. 3d.; three months, 2s. 8d.

Sugar Plums.

Tho summer having at length arrived—though the Lord
knows how long it will stay—Mr. Foote has gone off to
spend his annual week with his old friend, and veteran
Freethinker, Mr. J. W. de Caux, at Great Yarmouth. He
has seen this week’s Freethinker through the press, and will
be back in time to see next week’s through ; for a weekly
paper is like a wheel—you cannot miss a single revolution.
Mr. Foote will write for the paper as usual during his “ week
off.”

We have to postpone till next week the full announcement
of the course of Sunday evening Freethought lectures in the
beautiful new St. James’s Hall during September and
October.  Meanwhile we once more beg the London
“saints” to make a note of the same, with a view to
attending the lectures themselves and inducing as many as
possible of their friends and acquaintances to do so likewise.
We invite them to make a great effort to fill St. James's Hall
this time. They can do it if they only exert themselves
reasonably.

Mr. Cohen takes part in the Annual Services at the Fails-
worth Secular Sunday School to-day (Aug. 15), delivering
two lectures, afternoon and evening. The services include
a capital musical program, and collections will be made in
aid of the School funds.

Some of the London Branches that carry on open-air
propaganda during the summer do their best to sell the
Freethinker at their Sunday meetings, and wherever an
effort is made to sell it the paper finds purchasers. Other
Branches, however, make no more effort to sell tho Free-
thinker than if it were a Christian Evidence paper. Why is
this? We do not mention names, but tho negligent Branchos
will bo able to put on the cap for themselves—and tho active
ones will know that it does not fit them.

The Newcastle-on-Tyne Branch holds its annnal picnic at
Pontoland to-day (Aug. 15). Train leaves Manors North at
1.10 p.m. and returns from Ponteland at 9.16 p.m. Tea and
return fare 2s. 6d.: children half price. Tea only Is. 3d.
Those who intend going should communicate with Mr.
Dodds, 243 Harbottle-street, Byker.

The Blue Grass Blade, Lexington, Kentucky, is one of our
welcome exchanges. The last number to hand contains an
editorial article headed “ Wanted—A Leader.” A call is
made for Freethought organisation in the United States.
It is expected that if the initial steps are taken to form
such an organisation “the leader will be found.” “In
England,” our contemporary says, “the late Charles Brad-
laugh saw and felt the' great power that lay in organisation,
antf he constantly urged the Freethinkers to organise and
8ive mutual aid and mutual strength to the cause. Presi-
ent G. W. Foote, of the English Secular Society, is now
pursuing tho same policy with increasing success.” Refer-
ence is made to Ingersoll’s recognition of the necessity of
organisation, and his holding aloof during the later years of
his life “ for reasons only too well known.” May we suggest
that those “reasons ” should bo borne in mind. Ingersoll
rightly objected to a Freethought organisation which every
now and then compromised its members on outsido ques-
tions. Freethought organisations should confine themselves
to tho actual questions of Freethought.

A paper called tho Sunday Journal reaches us all the way
from Tiontsin, North China. It is sent us “with compli-
ments from a Scottish Freethinker ” living there. To our
great astonishment it opens with a large-type special articlo
on Thomas Paino. It is highly laudatory, praising not only
his character and his political work, but also his Age of
Iteason as “ perhaps the most convincing and irrefutable
exposure of tho groatest of all frauds.” Galileo said that
tho world still moves ; who can doubt it after this ?

There aro not many “ Sugar Plums” this week.  August
is tho deadly dull season for all sorts of propaganda. But
thero are things going on bohind the scenes, which will
mature for announcement in or before October, including
soveral now books and pamphlets issued by or through the

Pioneer Press.
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The Renaissance of the Pagan Gods.

“ The isles of Greece ! the isles of Greece!
Where burning Sappho loved and sung,
Where grew the arts of war and peace,
Where Delos rose and Phoebus sprung :
Eternal summer gilds them yet,
But all, except their sun, is set.”
—L ord Byron, Don Juan.
“ Wilt thou yet take all, Galilean? but these thou shall

not take.
The laurel, the palms, and the paean, the breasts of
the nymphs in the brake.

Ye are fallen, our Lords, by what token? we wist
that ye should not fall.

Ye were all so fa,|7r that are broken ; and one more
fair than ¥e all. —Swinburne, Fymn to Proserpine.

“ Alas ! their quarrel will be voided never;
Beauty and truth at war have ever been ;
The host of men to Time’s far end will sever
Into two camps—barbarian and Hellene.”
—Heine, The Poet's Last Vision *

In one of the rooms of the Vatican at Rome there is
afresco symbolising the triumph of Christianity over
Paganism, which is represented by acrowd of beauti-
ful statues all smashed to pieces. The destruction
of these glorious sculptures was such a recognised
and praiseworthy proceeding, that it was considered
worthy of being recorded in stone.

But why should the Christian converts destroy
the beautiful statues of Paganism ? Mr. Conybeare
—who is a Christian scholar, and has spent twenty
years in the study of early Christian literature!—
gives us the reason. He says —

“Wo are apt to suppose that conversion to the re-
ligion of Christ signified and brought with it a disbelief
in the gods of Paganism. Nothing could be further
from the truth. The convert continued to believe in
the gods as firmly as before, the only difference was
that he now came to regard them not as benevolent
beings, but as malevolent ones, They were the fallen
angels, ministers of Satan lying in wait to destroy men,
and often for that end taking up their abode in, and dis-
guising their natural foulness under, the most beautiful
statues. Such was the nemesis which in the decadence
of Greek thought overtook the faith and art of Phidias
and Scopas.”!

As he remarks, “Intellectually, then, the early
Christians were but a short remove from the Pagan-

ism they denounced.”
This was the cause of the enormous destruction of
Pagan art; for, as Mr. Conybeare observes,—
“the obvious way of scotching a foul demon was to
smash his idols ; and we find that an enormous number
of martyrs earned their crowns in this manner........ and
as soon as Christianity fairly got the upper hand in the
fourth century, the wrecking of temples and the smash-
ing of the idols of the demons becamo a most popular
amusement with which to grace a Christian festival.
As we turn over the pages of the martyrologies, we
wonder that any ancient statues at all escaped those
senseless outbursts of zealotry.” §

The remnants of that marvellous world of art, to
bo found in our museums to-day, is but a mere frag-
ment of what once existed, and many of its finest
examples have been recovered from the earth, where
they had been buried to preserve them from Chris-
tian fanaticism. Then ensued the long night of the
Dark Ages, when Art, Science, and Literature dis-
appeared from Europo for athousand years. “There
was the literaturo of Groeco and Romo,” says the
Ristorian Buckle, but the monks of tho Middle

es—

*° wore unable to feel oven tho boauties of their stylo,

and they trombled at tho boldnoss of their inquiries.

» McLintock’s translation.
f Myth, Magic, anil Morals, p. 15; 11)0).

Monuments of EarI?{ Christianity, p. 10; 1806.

Ibid, p. 13 (tho italics arc ours?. This was one great cause of
tho so-called persecution of tho early Christians, before the fourth
century. Kenan says: “ It was not rare to see a Christian stop
before a statue of Jupitoror Apollo, and say to it as bo struck it
with his staff: *All well, you see, your god docs not avenﬁe
you!” Tho temptation was strong in such a case to arrest the
sacrilegious one and to crucify him, saying, ‘And does your god
avenge you?’” (Marcus Aurelius, p. 35).
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At the first glimpse of tho light, their eyes were blind*
They never turned the leaves of a Pagan author withO
standing aghast at the risk they were running ; andt ;
were in constant fear lest, by imbibing any of his opin'0 1
they should involve themselves in a deadly sin.””

Some of the parchment manuscripts of
masterpieces wore actually scraped, and tn
written over with the Gospels; specimens of t®
palimpsests, as they are called, can be seen in
British Museum to-day. }

Many of the old authors were altogether 10’
others disappeared until the fifteenth century, w1l
—as a popular Encyclopaedia somewhat poetica®
puts it—"“the wind wafted precious fragments
classical literature to Italian shores from the o
flagration of the Eastern Empire,” with the reSQ@
that “ Calvary was deserted for Olympus, Galil.00 .
Corinth.” Tho artist “ who depicted Mary 78D jh
on Calvary turned to wed Ariadne to Bacchus
his brush.......On their canvas the lean saints g
lusty and strong, the Virgin rivals Venus,and G
as Pulci observed, becomes *a crucified Jupd V
Thus Newnes’ Oracle Encyclopaedia (article “ 100 0
sance”). But it was not for letting out the tru
this fashion that you were knighted, Sir George. f
exploitation of pious sentiment by The Way ard
and The Art Bible proved tho royal road to weal
title, rather than the retailing of the profaniu
Pulci.

And how glorious were the Olympian g°l
goddesses created by tho Greeks; they ar0 "d3»
immortal, in the sense that all the great ere
of art are immortal. ,

Swinburne, in one of the most beautiful »
poems, the Hymn to Proserpine, laments—throub ~
mouth of a Pagan worshiper, after the Pr°ola _cfiog
in Rome of the new Christian religion—tbo P "\jji
of tho old gods. He compares the Virgin Mary
his own goddess—

““ Not as thine, not as thine was our mother, a blosson

flowering seas, . . . aimenb
Clothed round with tho world's desire as with r

and fair as the foatn, S
And fleeter than kindled fire, and a goddess, and inoto°r

of Kome. . . nrro
For thine came pale and a maiden, and sister to s

e

but ours, . . . Al
Her_éeep ﬁalr heavily laden with odor and_color oi
White rose of the rose—whito water, a silver spin

flame, (w
Bent down to us that besought her, and earth fire

with her name. .
For thine came weeping, a slave among slaves

jectod ; but she .
Came fltshed from tho full-flushed wave 2nd imP
. tb
that toj

her foot on the sea.” e
they 0

Will any poet aver raise a lament like
bnvl —ri8i d@°d hia tearful'mother when

rndd ]01ned Sroat majority of defunct g°ds S
goddesses? Wo think not.

nilodT declaied that the melancholy nj*foe
o 5
gg@'ﬁﬁ@ to tho old. gChH ert\l/‘]v%tem;\ poem b’the 1
and lamented

" £ las they went, and with tho gods are gone ..
The hues they gazed on and the tones they har

Life s melody and beauty.”
Matthew Arnold wastod his prose m .——.-.0bit
mister up a moribund superstition in Wo»?* ja |,

not believe: but he reveals his true &
pootry by which posterity will remowber ey
his Strayed llcvcllcr the gods turn their shi
on tho earth and men ;__
“ Eht(tJy see tthho Iaieroesh.
Oh {Hg Ifgam essa}rh)rsmg-‘r%aviBfe
Violet sea:
t t
The Happy 1slards.” o>

And | Jyssos, sitting on tho warm 8tc”.Ort»li:

over the valley, catches glimpses of the
Ah, cool night’Wind, tremulous star0.
Ah glimmering wator— .
Fitful earth—murmur— i
Dreaming woods! , Godd°fio
Ah golden-hair’d, strangely smiling 10l

Buckle, History of Civilisation, p-
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ha  Christians destroyed the statues, but the gods
B \e been amply avenged. The very sight of them
jj@ni8 ho inspire enmity to the Christian faith. We
reailV occaa®n ho notice this in the course of
mg several recently published biographies.
&m0 d Jeffories began to lose his religion at the
q016 hime that he began to take an interest in
ekart. As ho recovered from an illness at the
M \mhwenty, says Mr. Edward Thomas, “ his letters
q lost the religious phrasing. Ho read the
travel ~eSharoent, and his thoughts seem to havo
eg dle<h perversely, not to Judea, but to Greece.
(B fr™ * n8 beautiful is Greek,” ho writes; *the
heatiFf P°e™ waa a Greek—Homer. The . most
Ifun statues—those at Romo in the Vatican
°ount 8cu*Prurecl by Greeks. The Greek oast of

it in,,2naneo is. the most beautiful; when perfect,
1Balmost divine......
atm again

and hheg,Ups and bait of @yiheiea, ‘duneswiide back
tij0y bdla*8roov6.’ slake the same thirst. Tihese were

no says of the Greek mon and women, “who would
have stayed with me undor tho shadow of the oaks
"Wliilo the blackbirds lluted and the south air swung tho
cowslips....... These had thirsted of sun, and earth, and
aud sggé. Their shape spoke this thirst and desire

mino.

As the Rav. Robert Hall obser\eé, (10« nptBdRiasic

st ; o ]
PR BT NG S RS JeW Teata

Ut cadio Hearn—that strange 0 op Q(r)e];efj)l S8y
B-onate love-match between a beaa'[Bb army-tho
ad a handsome ﬁfficer in /vo,-~". nd beca,rpehig

who cast off our civilisation
Naturalised Japanese, has left a vivi' - ities. When
'tat acquaintance with the Tagan over—ab ~he

.i-to-do aunt

18 parents separated, he was ha C
lives of

) of seven—to tho care of a piou >
~der whose care he read a good deal in tho

®saints and legends of the Churo . waa named
at? nt lo * one glorious day, Hafca N unexplored

ter a Greek island—discovere books about
X * of the library several bejotoful™o00” demi.

Kee’ iolios con]tcalpliang figu_rgs of dn charming
(®a %Egp Ereek nﬁyteg?(l)gii 2 Leofd A

lonoer that | gazed
faces and forms

.wi astounded,

"How my heart leaped and
daS| Broathless | gazed ; and
‘ho more unspeakably lovely “10,
Appeared.  Figuro after figure ‘ wa8 in itself a
hewitobed me. And this now dobEbt , t(j be thrill-
~ondor,—also a fear. Something__,,omothing invisible
.8 °uf of those pictured Pa8e8‘. d BOrios of tho
that made mo afraid. 1 rc™° b of the Pagan

Uifernal magic that informed tho w ™ tly yielded
statuaries. i But this ts#per.st{tipus foa*£. . L Loulbd Inoc;[
0ssibly bave explained—that tho g ben bolio
«a«.« they were beautiful."t it would
hav~8 Plaaiitive Christian had reft tothe satanio
Pcesr Ginitrmed his worst suspicions ~ these had
Wn otHR-6f the YagaR divinities.
Call°d devils I’ says Hearn. a4 ., |,

foril ador°d them— lovedthem 1 I promise 0 « .

i ° C VKT
R dbet\vf\tlllrleenr%uggj irtnb%gng?‘{o@rb Hd7th& prl;8

“"urrast
ﬁ%ﬂ%f’%%ﬁ&jFotasaBPcthh@sl?atr‘maSt indeed as

heaven and hell.” ...l creed seemed
to” .~ t hour, he says, “tho me i-1 , hate.” Gut
th~vithe very religion of ugliness of his now-

HnAa-"Wa8 not to eni°y thG °° ? whowas astriot
o A : .

GV BIRHTR R0 hirk! Grde  rENSRESHRURIARE:

tion” 8 reading was subjected to  ¢/appeared, and

C ; nOn®day tbe beautiful books disap”™ of Ibcm.

tor88 atraid tlg aﬁk what h»-. to find tbom
many weeks ho was ovorj y

. * P-4 1900.
; fijQ/V' °f Lafcadio Hearn, by Elizaboth Bislaud,

VaF jifd” p-
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returned to their former place; but his joy was of
brief duration. The censor had been through them
with erasing-knife and quill pen, and corrected all
that offended his sense of propriety. Says Hearn —
“1 can still recall one beautiful seated figure, whose
breasts had been thus excised. Evidently ‘the breasts
of tho nymphs in tho brake ’ had been found too
charming: dryads, naiads, graces, and muses—all had
been rendered breastless. And in most cases, drawers
had been put upon the gods—even upon the tiny Loves
largo baggy bathing-drawers, woven with strokes of a
quill pen, so designed as to conceal all curves of beauty,
—especially the lines of the long fine thighs."

But they could not erase the effect from his mind.
For he tells us : “ Now, after | had learned to know
and to love the elder gods, the world again began to
glow about me. Glooms that had brooded over it
slowly thinned.” And even after he grew to man-
hood he tells us that “the words *heathen’ and
‘ pagan —however ignorantly used in scorn—revive
within me old sensations of light and beauty, of
freedom and joy.”

Hearn thus became acquainted with that horror of
“the world, the flesh, and the Devil ” so charac-
teristic of the pious-minded. And later on we find
him using this knowledge, jokingly, to horrify his
confessor. One day, at confession, he saysi—

“1 told the ghostly father that |1 had been guilty of
desiring that the devil would come to me in the shape
of the beautiful women in which he came to the
anchorites in the desert, and that | thought I should
yield to such temptations. He was a grim man who
rarely showed emotion, my confessor, but on that
occasion he actually rose to his feet in anger ‘Let mo
warn you 1let me warn you ! Of all things never wish
that I You might bo more sorry for it than you can
possibly believe!””

His earnestness tempted Hearn to believe that the
temptation might actually be realised; “but,” he
ponhclluldes, “ the pretty succubi ail continued to remain
in hell.”

But the Roman Catholio faith is not alone in its
hatred of the Pagan divinities. The Puritan hates
the Church of Rome, but he shares its horror of
Paganism. Mr. Edmund Gosso, the librarian of the
House of Lords, tells us, in Father and Son—that
interesting study of a Puritan father — that ho
never saw a work of sculpture until he was thirteen,
when he saw a few steel engravings of statues in a
gaudy gift-book. *“ These,” he said, “ attracted me
violently, and here for the first time I gazed on Apollo
with his proud gesture, Venus in her undulations, the
kirtled shape of Diana, and Jupiter voluminously
boarded.” The bock stated that these figures were
tho old Greek gods, but gave very little information
about them ; so the boy asked his father to tell him
about these “old Greek gods.” “His answer was
direct and disconcerting.” He said —

“tho so-called gods of the Greeks were the shadows
cast by tho vices of the hoathen, and reflected thoir
infamous lives. ‘It was for such things as these that
God poured dowu brimstone and fire on tbe Cities of
the Plain, and thero is nothing in the legends of these
gods, or rather devils, that it is not better for a Christian
not to know.” His face blazed white with Puritan fury
as he said this—I see him now iu my mind’s eyo in his
violent omotion. You might have thought that he had
himself escaped with horror from some Hellenic hip-
podrome.”

About this time a girl in their village, named Susan
Flood, the daughter of a shoemaker, attended some
revivalist meetings, and became “ converted ” in the
noisiest way, “with sobs, gasps, and gurglings.”
After this, Susan went up to London to pay a visit
to an unconverted uncle and aunt, who took her to
the Crystal Palace for a treat. While passing
through the sculpture gallery, her sense of decency
had been so shocked by the sight of the nude figures
that she laid about them with the handle of her
parasol before her horrified companions could stop
lior. Says Mr. Gosso:—

“ She had, in fact, run amok among the statuary, and
had, to the intense chagrin of her uncle and aunt, very

* Life and Letten of Lafcadio Hearn, pp. 31-38.
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worthy persons, been arrested and brought before a
magistrate, who dismissed her with a warning to her
relations that she had better be sent home to Devon-
shire and ‘looked after.””
Susan Flood’s return was a triumph, and she was
ready to recount to everyone “how she had been able
to testify for the Lord “in the very temple of Belial,’
for so she poetically described the Crystal Palace.”
‘As for me,” says Mr. Gosse,
“| had gathered by persistent inquiry enough informa-
tion to know that what her sacrilegious parasol had
attacked were bodies of my mysterious friends, the
Greek gods, and if all the rest of the village applauded
iconoclastic Susan, | at least would be ardent on the
other side. But | was conscious that there was nobody
in the world to Whom | could go for sympathy. If |
had ever read Hellas | should have murmured—
* Apollo, Pan, and Love,
And even Olympian Jove,’
grew weak when killing Susan glared on them.”

In a former article on “The Gods of Greece”
(April 22, 1906) we have Bhown how the Pagan gods
exercised a similar influence over Sir Richard Burton,
Heine, and Dr. Taylor, the Platonist, who actually
revived the worship of them.

Nietzsche, whose volcanic force exercises so vast
an influence to-day, held that “The Greeks are the
leading event in the history of civilisation.”* And he
attributes the origin of that civilisation to the union
of the qualities and feelings whioh the Greeks sym-
bolised by the gods Dionysus and Apollo. The
Dionysean instinct is the intoxicating joy of mere
existence, the exuberant feeling of life and energy;
the Apollonian instinct a sort of dream of beauty.
“The art and the civilisation of Greece,” says
Nietzsche, “were originally Apollonian; it was a
beautiful visionary world, and moderation was its
axiom. Later on the Dionysean instinct became
united with the Apollonian, and together they gave
rise to the greatest works of art.”! He compares
the religion of the Jews with that of the Greeks. Of
the Jewish God he says :—

“This oriental God in Leaven does not mind the
natural consequences of a deed, if only His slave rolls
repenting in the dust; sin is a crime against Him, not
against mankind 1 How much more admirable is the
Greek conception, compared to which ours is that of
slaves.”]

“Nietzsche,” says Havelock Ellis, “came of a long
line of Christian ministers.” He was trained in the
Lutheran faith. His mother, who was a preacher’s
daughter as well as a preacher’s wife, regarded him
as logically destined for a preacher’s career. ‘At
nine he was already versed in the loro of the reverend
doctors,” says Mencken. “ The awakening came to
him when he made his first venture away from the
maternal apron-strings and fireside.”§

Richard Jefferies was trained in the faith of the
Church of England, in which he was a believer until
the age of twenty.

Lafcadio Hearn—like Swinburne—was brought up
as a Roman Catholic.

Mr. Edmund Gosso was trained in chapel-going
Nonconformity.

Thus all phases of Christian faith are here repre-
sented—the Catholio, the follower of Luther, the
Church of England, and the Puritan. One cannot
point to the other and say, " This is the result of
your teaching ! Mino is the only true faith.”

The fact is that Christianity is antagonistic to
human nature; it is the religion of sadness and
sorrow ; it teaches the worthlessness of this life in
comparison with the life to come. If Christianity
is true, then Wesley was right in saying :—

“ No room for mirth or trifling here,
For worldly hope or worldly fear,
If life"so soon is gone :
If now the judge is at the door,

And nil mankind must stand bofore
The inexorable throne I’

* The Ttcilight of the Idol», p. 217; 18911

f :\t/)ly ge, Eéff of Nietzsche, p. 105; 1908.

* lbid, p. 18L

S Mencﬁen, The Philosophy of Fricderieh Nietzsche, p. 4.
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The Greek religion, on the contrary, was a relifelD*
of joy. As Professor Mahaffy remarks :—

“We admit and even extol the joys of fgeli'
though we but rarely feel them. In the in H%g//oé
European civilisation it was far different; the joy8mj'
Greek religion were many and intense, its sadness
solemnity were long kept in the background.”*

The Greeks fancied that the gods were like the©
selves, a race of stronger and brighter Greeks, so©6
times mingling in disguise with mankind. Says ?r@&
man Clarke: “ They projected themselves upon 1
heavens, and saw with pleasure a race of divine Gres
in the skies above, corresponding with the Gree
below.”t

“ Thou wert fair in the old fearless fashion
And thy limbs are as melodies yet ”

sings Swinburne. What wonder, then, that
modern mind turns with disgust from the coni0
plation of the figure hanging on the gibbet, andu }
the verminous saints and savage hermits to whi0
gave rise, and looks back with longing to the beau 1
creations of Greek mythology.

“ What ailed us, O gods, to desert you

For creeds that refuse and restrain ?

Come down and redeem us from virtue,
Our Lady of Pain.”}

That is, from the Christian virtue of asce.”, &t
which restrains from partaking in the legl® j
joys and pleasures of life for fear of losing e 0
happiness hereafter. wafd
We ask the Christians of to-day, who look **\0Ory
to a Christian world, and babble of a time when * g
knee shall bend to their Savior, how they ro00
their belief in a coming Christian world wj g
fact that all the best and finest minds “yaD jj to
this faith desert it directly they are old OnO0“e of
use their own judgment? What is the Mg
sending missionaries out to convert savages to i
tianity when the best thought of the w°
rej'\elrctin_g and conder_nninghit ? ) (Qs of
othing can revive the worship of the g "gte
Greece. There is no resurrection for gods, an”™ redO
than there is for men. The mythology 0 g"is-
and Rome was suppressed by Christianity, a0 ¢Cep8
tianity itself is now called before the bar o ~ d
and humanity. But when the supernatiU
the old mythology had evaporated, it left beo"eBesS
majestic and lovely figures of the godsand g 0rlJ
which are still the wonder and delight of D)
When Christian snpernaturalism evap°ra A
will it leave behind? Nothing but an3afe atjoD6 fo
men could have deserted such glorious °fin,t-ob0
the pale saints, distorted martyrs, and ~ O0f to
long-footed virgins which we see in the
Middle Ages. J
We cannot do better than conclua
aspiration expressed by James Thomson

in his beautiful Proem —

O antique fables | beautiful and bright
And joyous with fdo joyous youth of
Q antiquo fahles ! for a littlo light

Of that which shineth in you evermore.

To cleanso the dimness from our wearyrgrise
And bnthe our old world withan o w * ”
Of golden dawh entrancing sea and si

becamo”~he® dom‘D?tion °f the Christian cbar®~r«- J

was deimedithat 1B igaieethd iteTodd  ¢h.

Christian priests 483 iad P°18oned dll tij0 8‘L 'the

f%%uslgedqﬁlgir?o orrH,, deuthz?ﬁL,PULI'W‘_r aaclt’ o © ll, thsl
repeatod aimin iU?DC0 !u tho denunciationo ”,, 1

condition of nSaiu tho slaudor of b
man as W haH proved just in #
IngersoU. COnl5doucO in tho inspiration of

A Survey of Greek Civilisation, P-
f Ten Great Religions, p. 269.
{ Swinburne, Dolores.
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Correspondence.

the bishop and the atheist.

TO THH EDITOR OF “ TUB FREETHINKER.”

C hr * b'nk h was Mr. Belfort Bax who described the
the  an- Deity a®the celestial policeman. If we accept
B8 esct?Pti°n8 of certain mild-mannered Christian apolo-
keen"1I6*Smore °t a “ sweet little cherub who sits up aloft
that uf Wab:b oer the life” of poor humanity. | take it
TIj. . ere must prevail many different conceptions of God.
asa ~vyer will regard him as a glorified Judge ; the doctor

Capta'0l- ~ Professor of Anatomy; the sailor as a glorified
Uooth~r? so*ber as a giorified General (such as William
the f0 j 6ar °'d soul !) ; the author as a successful Publisher ;

dogme0 alanlas a Tesplendeut Aristocrat. In spite of the
his own C ~br*s” anity, it is still true that each man makes
oonSiQ 'J0<* at)d his own religion.  After all, my own inner
as thatUseSs- determine the character of God for me,
my part01180°011811638 is influenced, colored, and moulded by
aofi train" ai exPerience of life, my upbringing, education,
iadiees In8’ and my consequent preconceptions and pre-

i°rEne(™ j22\not think that the idea of God which has been
k'acknn 1 m ~|Ord Bishop who preaches on the sands at
This riohf 18 calculated to help the cause of Christianity,
it. j(. j reverend brother in God has rather put his foot in
Pmachin 6V<fer® PO8sihle to overdo enthusiasm. While
Ohave tSi b'ackP°°l recently this gentleman is reported
wPtkina 00 a story of two Lancashire miners who were

an Atheist a Coal-mino- One wai a Christian, the other was
the mine Rumps of coal began to fall from the roof of
his Athei' -  according to the story of the Christian miner,
bis olasneVn ~silow-worker fell on his knees and, holding up
ATiiatian - nd?’ cried out: “ Oh Lord, save me I’ The
e*hs 0’ p tQIner’s comment was: “ Ay, thoer's nowt like

_ The Chr°f- f°r sbowin’ P Atheists T’ )
J. 9o the \8 ,Dminer did not say what he was doing to
s

er znn Coba °' owoal.” Possibly he was out of the
ellon. e”and was thus enabled to study the terror of
Hut r 1 2, orkmal0’
I—tfjaﬁg@ﬁ‘foﬁl}é @ét think of the character of the Christian
Love f 6 bishop’s story ? Is this a typical example of
Ji. e tlod? Nay, | am afraid wo must hold that oven
Heity m de8cription is altogether too mild. The Christian
than wUi take a greater delight in terrorising his creatures
>l bad 8nPposed to bo possible. No martinet, bo he
The BispD ~aPtain, General, or Duke can come up to him.
c°watdl ?P believes in a God who is an intolerable and
tfom the ly and tyrant. What other inference is possible
"akero _stafy with which he has been regaling tho holiday-
, And tb- B'ackP°ol?
n Wok*8*°d has delegates and deputies on earth to do
{ etoforo f, execute his decrees. Need one be surprised,
tl0Q>cn,«n at tbey have had resort to a policy of persecu-
y>and terrorism ? SIMPLH sanay.

The Wider Sepulchre.

Eg}n\ o °f feeorge Meredith are not to be permitted
: —X@ﬁ%ﬁf&e Abbey. C«ﬁcj!I _i\windsblowing
inthegood, brown earth, where 2107 plover*go by,

t, mtkenight blwevd8nedwWoritthe gold stars glowing,
oh masterful, ifyou are ever to, die ,

is the door of their temple ""7°"\dng brain ?
d yliLyobidmtewn itheir ystlepfi® ibc h e s and Proudb P
“alk
*ainj
HFHidt,
.~Mingtemple, of iito.1-«“1* "J7sott» “

tbe weather—a-dream in the wind and the

hdyouwent down joyous to y° amod glory
?7? for their doctrinal dream or a oW ruigld

o sl R AR AR s T el arD oUrobY

right! . \d not wider,
b they turned you adrift? VV~/alry ?
SW fk than all of their templed r Ader ; t

TSN N e, 1 e
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The Christian Conscience.

Magistrate Leroy B. Crane, in the Centre-street Police-
court, lectured a man for repeating the story of a poor
_y%uth's miss-step in life when the youth was seeking a new
ob.

J The man was John Conron, of Conron Brother’s Company,
commission merchants, with a score of places in this and
other cities and with headquarters at No. 40 Tenth-avenue.
Mr. Conron attended court in the custody of a policeman,
having refused to recognise a summons issued by the magi-
strate and served by Chester Allison, twenty-one years old,
of No 73 Gansevoort-avenue. Allison stole a ham while in
Mr. Conron’s employ, was arrested and released on his
promise never to do the like again.

Several days ago Allison told Magistrate Crane he had
lost so many jobs through Mr. Conron telling his employers
of the theft of the ham that it seemed like persecution.
Magistrate Crane told the youth to bring Mr. Conron to

court. Allison reported that Mr. Conron had torn up the
court summons. Magistrate Crane issued a warrant for Mr.
Conron.

“ What is your reason for persecuting this young man ?”
tho Magistrate asked.

“1 am not persecuting him,” answered Mr. Conron. “ He
proved himself a thief when in my employ, and | would not
trust him again.”

“ And do you go around telling everybody that you know
that he is a thief ?”

“No, | do not; but when people come to me for reference
about him | tell them the story of his stealing the ham.”

“You are a successful business man—a millionaire ?”
queried Magistrate Crane.

“ | have been successful in life,” was the answer, “ because
| have always been strictly honest.”

“But you have no pity in your heart? Can you not
realise you are hounding this young man and doing all you
can to prevent his earning an honest livelihood ?”

“ My conscience is clear, perfectly clear, in this case,
replied Mr. Conron. “1 am a Christian and try to do my
full duty.”

“| can't understand such a Christian spirit, especially in
a man of the world, as you appear to be,” said Magistrate
Crane. “Is it possible that in all your business career you
have never broken one of the ten commandments ?”

“ Not that | can recall just now,” said Mr. Conron.

“You know the commandments?”

“ Most assuredly | do.”

“ Kecite the first one,” said the Magistrate.

“*Thou shalt not steal,”” Mr. Conron began; but the
Magistrate broke in.  “ No, that is not the first command-
ment,” he said.

At this Mr. Conron became confused and said ho wasn’t
sure if he ever committed them to memory.

Magistrate Crane got Mr. Conron to promise that tho next
time ho was asked about Allison he would not tell volun-
tarily of the theft of the ham.—New York World.

THE PRODIGAL SON’S PHILOSOPHY.
“ "Mid pleasures and palaces,
Though we may roam,”
When the stomach is empty,
“ There’s no place like home.”

ICONOCLASTS C. C. V. ALPHA C. C.

The return match with the Alpha C. C. was played on
onr ground at Hanwell on Sunday last in delightful
weather, and in the presence of a large number of spec-
tators. This proved to be a very even game, as when onr
ninth wicket fell the score stood at 74. Amid great excite-
ment tho Iconoclasts eventually won by 3 runs. Score:—
Iconoclasts, 78; Alpha C. C., 75.—J. H. Minett, I, C. C.

The Boulter Fund.

Previously acknowledged, X17.—R. Young, 10s.; F. J.
Pinnell, 2s. Gd.; T. Judge, 2s. 6d.; E. Raggett, 2s. Cd.- A
Listener, Od.; J. Milton, 2s. 6d.; Guis, Is.; Albert Howe
2s.; W. Kingston, 2s. 6d.; B. Lavigne, 2s. 6d.; J. W. de
Caux, 10s.; W. Waymark, 3s. Od.; Collection’at Seven
Sisters Corner, 2s. Od.; J. S. Norman, 5s.; T. Griffiths 5s.
—N. J. Evans (Treasurer), 122 City-road, London, E.C."’
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday

and be marked “ Lecture Notice” if not sent on postcard.
LONDON.
OUTDOOR.

Bethnal Green Branch N.S. S. (Victoria Park, near the
Fountain) : 3.15and G.15, F. A. Davies, Lectures.

Camberwell Branch N. S. S. (BrOCkWG” Park) : 3.15 and 6,
Arthur B. Moss, Lectures.

Kingsland Branch N. S. S. (Ridley-road) « 11.30, a Lecture.

North London Branch N. S. S. (Parliament Hill, Hampstead):
3.30, W. J. Ramsey, a Lecture.

West Ham Branch N. S. S. (Outside Maryland Point Station,
Stratford): 7, W. J. Ramsey, “ Crucifixion and Resurrection.”

West London Branch N. S. S. (Marble Arch, Hyde Park):
11.30 and 6.15, H. B. Samuels, Lectures.

Wood Green Branch N. 8. S. (Spouters’ Corner) : S. Cook,
11.30, “The Philosophy of Charles Bradlaugh 7, “The
Design Argument Fallacy.” Corner Seven Sisters’-road (2nd
station): 7, N. J. Evans, ™ Miracles.”

W oolwich Branch N. S. S, (Beresford-s?_qare) : 11.30, Miss
K. B. Rough, a Lecture ; 6.30, A. Hyatt, a Liecture.

COUNTRY.
| ndoor.
Liverpool Branch N. S. SV\SAIexandra Hall, Islington-square):
7, H. Percy Ward, “ When We Die are Wo Dead?’

Outdoor.

B ristol Branch N. S, S. DurdhamDowns): 7.30, B. G. Brown,
“Is Christianity True?—The Pagan Sources.”

E dinburgh Secular Society : Leith Links, 2.30, a Lecture ;
The Mound, 6.30, a Lecture ; Portobello Sands, 6.30, a Lecture.

F aitsworth (Secular Sunday School, Pole-lane): 2.45and 6.30,
C. Cohen, Lectures.

Liverpool Branch N.S. S. éEdge Hill Lamp): Wednesday,
August 18, at 8, H. Percy Ward, a Lecture.

Wigan Branch N. S. S. (Market-square) : Mondagl, August 16,
at 8, H. Percy Ward, “ When We Die are Wo Dead?”

TRUE MORALITY;
Or, The Theory and Practice of Neo-Malthusianism,
IS, | RELIEVE,
BEST BOOK
ON THIS 8UBJEOI.

Superfine Large-paper Edition, 176 pagei, with Portrait and Auto-
graph, bound in cloth, gilt-lettered, poit free 1t. a copy.

THE

In order that it may have a largo olroulatlon, and to bring it
within the reach of the poor, | have issued
A POPULAR EDITION IN PAPER COVERS.

A copy of this edition post free for 2d. A dozen copies, for dis-
tribution, post free for one shilling.

The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, says: "Mr.
Holmes's pampblet.......is an almost unexceptional statement
of the Neo-Malthusianism theory and praotice...... and through-
out appeals to moral feeling...... The opeoial value of Mr.
Holmes’s service to the Neo-MalthuBian cause and to human
well-being generally is just his combination in his pamphlet
of a plain statement of the physical and moral need for family
imitation, with a plain aocoount of the means by whioh it can bo
scared, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the
lowest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr.
AUbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very high terms.

Ordert should be Bent to the author,

J. R. HOLMES, EAST HANNEY,

Natural Religion
B

WANTAGE.

THE SECRET OF ALL THE CREEDS.
BY

F. J. B.

Being an abbreviated rendering in English of tho great work of
Dupuis, L ’Origine de tout let Cultet, first published in 1794, from
which Robert Taylor, Logan Mitchell, and other_astro-mythical
exponents of Christianity have so !ar?ely drawn. This little book
thoroughly explains the” astronomical origin of Christianity, in a

manner which overyone may easily understand. It will be of
the deepest interest to Freethinkers and an astonlshln? eye-
opener to orthodox Christians. Its value is enhanced lay tho

inclusion of three important plates from Dupuis, reproduced (with
difficulty) on India paper, which will not broak with folding.

Bound in Cloth. Price Two Shillings.

rootage Twopence Extra.

The Pioneer Press, 2 Nowcastle-strect, Farilngdon street, E.C.
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BUSINESS CARDS.

Short advertisements are inserted under this heading at the ra0

of 2s. per half inch and 3s. 6d. per inch. No advertisefflD

under this heading can he less than 2s. or extend beyond QD
inch. Special terms for several continuous insertions.

Best Suits. Best Suits. Best Suits. Best Suit3
30s. 303. 30s. 30s'
Patts. free. Patts. free. Patts. free. Patts. fte

J. W. Gott, 28 Church Bank, Bradford.

CHRISTIAN SOCIALISM” A Farce and a Fraud. *
tho latest Literature proving the statement for eigk e
penny stamps.—A. Dyson, 696 Bolton-road, Bradforan~.

SUITS TO MEASURE, 27s. Od. Overcoats to Meaw»*’
25s. Mackintoshes to Measure, 22s. 6d. Best Sun
Boots, 10s. 6d. Samples free.—Il. M. Witson, 22 N°
side-terrace, Bradford.

PAMPHLETS by C COHEN

Foreign Missions their Dangers and g4
Delusions

Full of facts and figures. o

An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics ee

Principles of ethics, based on the doctrine of Evolution-
Id-

Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity
Id-
Christianity and Social Ethics I

Pain and Providence ...

troot BG

The Fioneer Press, 2 Newcastlo-stroot, Farringdon-s

“ We have received from the Pioneer Press a copy? gtepkell!
able_book, entitled_Jialph Cricklewood, by Stephen i 1,
It gives a very vivid account of the mental evolution “rel'8
man, who is convinced by study that many of his i°rlJ .raying'
beliefs are not founded on fact. We think wo aro

secret in saying this is the actual experience of  bel’de
Persons of all shades of religious belief, and no rell8 of
all, may derive much intellectual bonofit from a le
book.””—John Bull.
Ralph Cricklewood,
Twentieth Century Critical and Ratioli3

Exposé of Christian Mythology-

(In the Form of a Novel.)

iy STEPHEN FITZ-STEP#13
A Well-Wisher of the Human Fain®\J-

N

- - 6d,

88 pages, cloth. Price a

Post Froe.
Pioneer Press, 2 Nowcastle-strcetT Farringa
DEFENCE OF FREE SP
BY
G. W. FOOTE-

fi'p

Being a Throo Hours' Address to tho JuO bde}j;bﬁ]ﬁ4
Chief Justice of England, in answor t0 »
for Blasphomy,—on April 24, 1859,

With Special Preface and many * i #
Price FOURPENCE. Post free FI
I
Jam°g

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newoastlo-stroot,
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THE SECULAR SOCIETY,
LIMITED

Company Limited by Guarantee
Begietered Office—S NEWCASTLE! STREET, LONDON, H.O.
Chairman of Board of Direeton—Mx. G. W. FOOTE

Beoretary—B M.

re7ajf.?20lB,y Wi3 olme&in 1898 *° legal aeonrity So th6
iha M aaa aPPlboaiion of funds for Seoular purposes.
Qfecsa -/‘gx]a-_’\tlm ol A830018%011 seta forth that the Sooioty' b
mooiah 8'~i0 Promote the prinoiple that human oonduot
Natural h_based upon natural knowledge, and not upon auper-
enij Q [@Uef, and that human welfare in this world la the proper
ToD allthought and aotion. To promote freedom of inquiry,
Plate j o8 universal Seoular Education.  To promote the oom-
swiui jPalar’satl°n of the State, eta., etc. And to do all auoh
b°ld,re 189 89 ara oon<luoive t0 aa°h objeots. Also to have,
**hdque th6band retain any auma of money paid, given, devised
ths nnr,.« 8ii by any person, and to employ the same for any of
hgqug/%blz)glfhr%e?r%)elﬁ;[yISRmited to 21, in oose the Society
llabilitionQ@ be wound up and the assets were insufficient to oover
Merab ~&moa*unlikely oontingenoy.
ieatlv n®ia8a_z an e“tranoe fee of ten shillinga, and a subsequent
The gUb80riP«ou of five shillings.
Urge, 00 sdy baa a considerable number of members, but a muoh
e atDber ia desirable, and it is hoped that some will be
it partini°ngat those who read this announcement. All who join
Lhiesourn *h tbe 00n*°l of its business and the trusteeship of
tion that r,69" a ’aO<Prea8I%/ provided in the Articles of Associa-
te Societv’ n2™ber>aa auch, shall derive any sort of profit from
*ny Wav Z i8*"61 hy way of dividend, bonaB, or interest, or in
The L , at®r81,
Uirentora ® &y a a®aira are managed by an eleoted Beard of
twelve mnmSnai8tin®_>* n0* lesa tba{n flya aHV‘ “ pre than
L alloqspeao year

URra, one-third o~ whom retire (by

VANCE Mias),

but are capable of re-eleotton. An Annual Csneia Meeting of
members mnst be held in London, to receive the Report, ehet
new Directors, and transact any other business that may arises.

Being a duly registered body, the Secular Sooiety, Limited,
can receive donations and bequests with absolute security.
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to make
donations, or to insert a bequeBt in the Society's favor in their
wills. On this point there need not be the slightést apprehension.
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The executors
have no option but to Bay them over in the ordinary course of
administration. No objéction of any kind has been raised in
oonneotion with any of the willB by which the Booiety has
already been benefited.

The Society's solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battcook 23
Rood-lane, Fenohurch-street, London, E.C.

A Form of Bequsit—The following is a sufficient form of
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators :—*1 give and
" bequoath to the Seoular Saociety, Limited, the sum of £
" free from Legacy Duty, and | direct that a reoelﬁt signed by
" two members of the Board of the said Society and the Secretary
" thereof shall be a good discharge to my Executors for the
" said Legaoy.”

Friends of the Sooiety who have remembered it in their wills,
or who intend to do so, should formally nOtlgl the Secretary of
the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential. This is not necessary,
but it is advisable, aa wills" sometimes get lost or mislaid, and
their contents have to be established by competent testimony.

WORKS BY G. W. FOOTE.

AND MORALITY 2d., post id.

OUTAANDBOOK FOR FREETHINKERS AND in-
hands CHRISTIANS. A new edition, revised and
cloth $mely printed. Cheap edition, paper cover, Is. Gd :

UIBrr, d-’ post 2*d"
6® R0 anges  Popular edition, with Portrait, paper
Posr$a. 2 Superior edition (160 pages), cloth 2s.,
_¢Su. a and oheaper

GH'%T%I\{Q‘E&M&AW@EBB Obert@Blatchfora » 0Ood
and My Neighbor. Id., post id.

N ith jARESEX®. Four Nightsj Public

gg?ﬁ gvé t eV~ . James McCann. Paper, la. ;

Grﬁﬁﬁ‘;ﬁ%‘ﬁwwmlw Hundreds of references are

2altethe i ra authorities. No pains have been spared to

Lndiotrnent  j Q OOmPI®te, trust\ﬁ/orthy, final,,unangwerable
The Tree

Is judged by its
b 7214 PP-), 2s. 6d., post 3d.
RM°NS AND OTHER FANTAKIAS. 8d., post Id.
-« BN-E8B: containj 6dN Hagwarks
é? Darwin bearing on ?kr]]eaérr]lg}gc agdress tot

“*>81® or TBEE SPEECH. a
before Lord Coleridge.

many Footnotes. 4a., post Id.
THE DEVIL: and Other **e

Pt_ °tlnances. 2d., postid. . .Retigg, cloth, 28
j°"erboffreethought- hi« i

Post3d. Second Series, cloth 2s. bd., P
THE KING. An English Republic

LS ol «il \"itb"nI and.
- Poodlit G116 ™ £ 8eds Briks, CAD TORE P N, ndaibiee
““UE'ﬁoé?EATaHﬂPS- Becond edifion, - .
tn - " uPerfine paper in cloth, la. 3d., post lid.
QRVL  with the DEVIL. 2d., poSBiwe

] SOUND? ~Four Nights” Puhlio jpeb j
AP S B, ABCBORRETH
jrsJAMRAR. 2d., postid. 2d-, P°Bt4;

UN MORDEY AS A FREETHIN1 la.,post2d.
A"TTERB to the CLERGY. («8PP-V

ByIN bR ‘]|I1:-SU—S Chﬁ@l ﬁa:,prﬂ)gitjia.
Atheiot a APTER8\ or, Hugh Prioo Hughes’ Con-

2d.B®8ANT,H Id" po8‘ &fi.
"Postid, 0 THEOSOPHY.

Cbnrob re

Coronation

is

A Candid Critioism.(

MY RESURRECTION. A Missing Chapter from the GoBpel
of Matthew. 2d., post id.

PECHLIE)O(\)IEQt iI?jEOPLE' An Open Letter to Mr. Justice Wills.

PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM. 3d., post id.

REMII\![IISdCENCES OF CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 6d.,
post Id.

ROME OR ATHEISM? The Great Alternative. 3d., post Id.

ROYAL PAUPERS. Showing what Royalty does for the
People and what the People do for Royal%;/. 2d., post id.

SALVATION SYRUP; or, nght on Darkest England.
Reply to General Booth. 2d., post id.

SECULARISM AND THEOSOPHY. A Rejoinder to Mrs.
Besant. 2d., post id.

THE BOOK OF GOD, in the Light of the Higher Criticism,
With Special Reference to Dean Farrar's Apology. Paper,
la.; cloth, 2s., post 2d.

THE GRAND OLD BOOK. A Reply to the Grand Old Man.
An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s
Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture, la. 1 bound in cloth,
xs. 6d., post lid.

THE BIBLE GOD. 2d., postid.

THE ATHEIST SHOEMAKER and the Rev. Hugh Pries
Hughes. Id., post id.

THE IMPOSSIBLE CREED. An Open Letter to Bishop
Magee on ths Sermon on the Mount. * 2d., post id.

THE SIGN OF THE CROSS. A Candid Critioism of Mr.
Wilson Barret's Play. Gd., post lid.

THE DYING ATHEIST. AStory. Id., post id.

THEISM OR ATHEISM ?  Public Debate between G. W.
Foote and the Rev. W. T. Lee. Verbatim Report, revised
by both Disputants.  Well printed and neatly bound.
Is., post lid.

THE NEW CAGLIOSTRO. An Open Letter to Madame
Blavatsky. 2d., post id.

THE JEWISH LIFE OF CHRIST. Being the Sepher Toldoth
Jeihu, or Book of the Generation of Jesus. Edited, with an
Historical Preface and Voluminous Notes, by G. W. Foote
and J. M. Wheeler. 6d., poBt Id.

THE PASSING OF JESUS. The Last Adventures of the
First Messiah. 2d., post id.

WAS JESUS INSANE ? ASearching]Inqluiry into_the Menta
Condition of the Prophet of Nazareth. 1d., post id.

WHAT IS AGNOSTICISM? With QObservations on Huxley,
Bradlnugh, and Ingersoll, and a Replg to George Jacob
Holyoake ; also a Defence of Atheism.  3d., post id.

WHO WAS THE FATHER OF JESUS? 2d., post id.
Widuhs GHRISF SAVE US7 6d.,post.id.

A
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A LIBERAL OFFER NOTHING LIKE IT.

Greatest Popular Family Reference Book and Sexology— Almost Given Away. A Million s°
at 3 and 4 dollars— Now Try it Yourself.

Insure Your Life—You Die to Win; Buy this Book, You Learn to Live.

Ignorance kills—knowledge saves—be wise in time. Men weaken, sicken, die Qj,

knowing how to live. * Habits_that enslave ” wreck thousands—youn tis

Fathers_ fail, mothers are ‘bed-ridden,” babies die. family feuds, marital ®&
divorces—even murders—All can be avoided by self-knowledge, self-control.

You can discount heaven—dodge hell—here and now, by reading and agply""‘jl
wisdom of this one book of 1,200 pages, 400 illustrations, 80 lithographs on 13 ana
color plates, and over 250 prescriptions.

OF COURSE YOU WANT TO KNOW WHAT EVERYONE OUGHT TO

The Young—How to choose the best to marry.

The Married—Hew to be happy in marriage.

The Fond P arent—HoW to have prize babies.

The Mother—How to have them without pain.
The Childless—How to be fruitful and multiply.
The Curious—How they “ growed ™ from germ:cell.
T he Healthy—How to enjoy life and keep well.

T he Invalic—How to brace up and keep well.

Whatever you’d ask a doctor you find herein, or (if not, Dr. F. will answer your inquiry free, any time)-

Dr. Foote’s books have been the popular instructors of the masses in America for fifty years (often re-written, ..Mis
and always kept u -to-date%. For twenty years they have sold largely (from London) to all countries where J* 0 prie
spoken, and everywnere highly praised. Last editions are best, largest,”and most for the price. You may save tells
by not buying, and you may lose your life (or your wife or child) by not knowing some of the vitally important tru

Most Grateful Testimonials From Everywhere.

Gudivoda, India : “ It is a store of medical knowledge in plainest Panderma, Turkey: 1 can avow frankly there is *."joist)’

language, and every reader of English would be benefited found such an_interesting book as yours.”—K- ] n]ytfkOe
it.”—W. L. N Calgary, Can. : “ The information therein has change

Triplidhne, India: “ I have gone through the book many times, idea of life—to be nobler and happier.”—D. N- M. price.
and not only benefited myself but many friends also.”— Laverton, W. Aust. : “1 consider it worth ten ti®c
G.W.T. | have benefited much by it.”—R. M. AN mish*

Somewhat Abridged Editions (800 pp. each) can be had in German, Swedish, Finnish, or Spa
Price EIGHT SHILLINGS by Mail to any Address.
ORDER OF THE PIONEER PRESS,

2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.C.
A NEW (THE THIRD) EDITIOI

OUR CLOTRHING FROM FICTION TO FAcl
IS NOT CHEAP By F. BONTE-

AT THE (Issued by the Secular Society, Lim"

EXPENSE OF THE WORKER REVISED AND ENLARGED-~sT

SHOULD BE SCATTERED

This | hat a Trade Union b SIXTY-FOUR ny.
IS IS wha a rade nion aper says P R I C E O N E pen
“| wab privileged to walk round the
Clothing Factory of Messrs. Geo. JESSOP Toe Pioneer Press: 2 Newcastlc-street, 101V ,

AND Son, Ltd., Batloy. The buildings are

well adapted for their business, and far FLOWERS FREETHO

ahead of many first-class tailors work- By G. W. FOOTE-

rooms into which | have been. The place .

. . . First Borles, doth 20.

is ono which is hoalthy morally as woll as Bocond Borios, doth «  *  ia{0rdIB®

physically and financially.” Contaims seotes of entertaining”™  i* topica
Avrticlos on a groat varioty of Freothoug

—Factory Times, August 8, 190G.
. t Farr'n
Tns Pioneeb Press, 2 Newcastle-strc .

Send Postcard for THE

Patterns and Solf-measurement Form. MARTYRDOM OF .

sin Address delivered at XJI-
M. M. MANGASAK~"
GEO JESSOP & SON, LTD, Will bo forwarded, po”
Clothing Manufacturers,
Yorkshire. | The | ionker Press, 2 Ncwcasﬂ(}strooc»E g 11t

Printed and Published by tho Pioneer Pbess, 2 Nowoastlo-stroct, London, L0



