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We 7iualit- worship no material incarnation of any 
tke : les\ no person, may worship the Divine Humanity, 
no°rsh' •  human perfection and aspiration, without

lPln9 any god, any person, any fetish at all.
—A. C. Sw in bu r n e .

Freethought and the Law.
Now
becom^t the latest “ blasphemy ” proseoution has 
the 0vf matter of history, it may be well to review 

The i ° g situati°°-
. .  2^ of “ blasphemy" was originally a law

— ”f“?be Christian faith, “gainst Heresy and in support Ecolesiastioal
tt was formerly applied throug ^ could ex
e r t s ,  which had unlimited power, ^  death. In 
communicate, fine, imprison, and 1p q£ the hands

the death penalty was ta  taben away
of the clergy. Their functions \ lnQr)v.emy ” gradu- 
V t »  Act. ba t the otteoce o l l a w s  
%  passed over to the seonlar tr ib u n a l ^  Com. 
gainst Heresy were abolished, V . Ce as Blas- 

^ oa Law, Heresy reappeared in Blasphemy
Phomy. For it i8 a mistake to suppo , Q0(h aB the

eant “reviling or cursing” the na ^  waB Bias- 
typology of the word might sugg • waB Blas- 

P“etny to deny the existence of b o . ifc was 
F̂ ccoy to deny the divinity of C ^  th0 one
'a8phemy to deny that Chnstia J  tbo inBpira- 

, a® religion; it was Blasphemy to , /  the law of 
of the Bible. The theory that q{

csphemy was intended to guard , °narter of the
uinti0VerBy carae in durin8 , th0. ,aAr qs0r t of Chris- i- eteenth century, when the hott primitive
imD? Were becoming ashamed o they
S^erance. Instead of abolishing the ia^Od tO OlTrr. 4M)„j

__ ... *...... ““ '̂ d ire ction . Eve“
.  -  *  give it a n e w  meaning «g* Law, while

1841 the Commissioners ° Blasphemy 1
Sweating all prosecutions _f°r .^ y  and decoroo Jo 
^oere unbelief was expressed g ,0Qt desig°^ h o u t any wanton and m alevolen t^ Uy
ĉ mchief, had no doubt th a t ir0videnco of 
tQthids all denial of the being and P j£ „  Later sthh 
^  the truth of the Christian rehg  ̂a weU-kn°*e 
a the seventies, Sir James S P und

^ g e .in h is  Digest of the C nngJ i0O," gave
head of “ Offences Against Be> 6 ^ .  A de ̂
of ?vg9t other defin itions o f B  ?' era l, or . _

tru th  of C h ristian ity »  8 of each Pu ^ te n c e  of God, whether the term s
Ca,\ l°a are decent or otherwise. m the
Wr edges hold again and agai >
Jg*fcon in 1730 to the case o Qhristianity 
n }8d7,that a  hostile criticism ijbey wonld

Possible without Blasphemy- 80 mnc 1 ufier th e truth of Christianity «> 
jcestioned in their Courts. as
JUnir*u T e s f o ^ - vJUurL8. iiiven • 'an attack upon 
Tha|.ê  Benraan10.“ t ’ was declared by Lord Chief

A kQW
Testament ’

in^isil, to be “ clearly indictable.”

„ Pore a n T urance *n Pub»lic 
of Q w o u M  ?*ore unlikely that twolvo men in 
Coco dty again a ae ananimous in finding a vordiot 

°f hit, 8t ,a Prosecuted person merely on 
1 cnbelief; and partly because the

Freethinker case, in 1883, accidentally fell into the 
hands of Lord Chief Justice Coleridge, who was a 
scholar, a thinker, and a gentleman, and who gave a 
bad old law a more respectable interpretation, with a 
view to making it more in keeping with the improved 
spirit of the age.

Lord Coleridge’s policy, as Sir James Stephen 
pointed out, was a dangerous one. It substituted a 
vague for a definite law, and left it so that no man 
could be sure that he had committed Blasphemy 
until a jury had found him guilty of the offence ; for 
the offence itself became one of taste and temper, 
which are proverbially uncertain. Moreover, the 
penalties under the new law of Blasphemy were sure 
to fall upon the least dexterous, or the boldest and 
liveliest, of the popular advocates of Freethought; 
while the clever and deadly critics who wrote for the 
readers of expensive books would go scot free. More
over, the dull would be in no danger, and only the 
lively would be in any peril. “ To say that you may 
discuss the truth of religion,” Sir James Stephen 
remarked at the time, “ but that you may not hold 
up its doctrines to contempt, ridicule, or indignation, 
is either to take away with one hand what you con
cede with the other, or to confine the discussion to 
a small and in many ways uninfluential class of 
persons.”

Before we go on to consider Lord Coleridge’s judg
ment in 1883 more closely, it is perhaps advisable to 
look for a moment at the Statute Law of Blasphemy. 
There is only one Act to take into account—the Act 
of William III., 1694, which is described in the pre
amble as “ An Act for the more effectual suppression 
of Blasphemy and Profaneness.” There is not a 
single word in this Act about indecent language. 
The crime it was to punish is set forth in the follow
ing passage :—

“ If any person or persons having been educated in, 
or at any time having made profession of, the Christian 
religion within this realm shall, by writing, printing, 
teaching, or advised speaking, deny any one of the 
persons in the Holy Trinity to be God, or shall assert 
or maintain that there are more gods than one, or 
shall deny the Christian religion to be true, or the Holy 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be of 
divine authority ”—

such persons were to be deprived, first of public 
employment, secondly of civil rights, and for a third 
offence to suffer three years’ imprisonment.

Nothing could be clearer than that this Act was 
designed to suppress Freethinking. The very ex
pression “ advised speaking ” shows that it was not 
directed against mere profane language. It was an 
Act of sheer naked persecution. But, for a curious 
reason, it has never been enforced. It was drafted 
so as to exempt the Jews without mentioning them, 
and thus created an obstacle to its own application. 
Proof had to be forthcoming that an offender had 
been educated in, or made profession of, the Chris
tian religion, and this might obviously be very difficult 
to obtain. As far as a law can be obsolete, without 
being repealed, the Statute Law of Blasphemy may 
be considered so. The important thing is the 
Common Law of Blasphemy, under which all prose
cutions have taken place.

Let us now return to Lord Coleridge’s statement 
of the Common Law of Blasphemy at my own trial 
in 1883. It was my third trial for “ blasphemy” 
within a period of two months. I was getting
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accustomed to addressing the jury in my own 
defence. I thought of every point that I could 
press upon them. Amongst other points, I argued 
that Common Law was not only judge-made law, 
but jury-made law; that the jury had the right of 
giving a verdict without assigning reasons, and that 
they should give a verdict of Not Guilty in my case 
on broad grounds of reason and justice. I pointed 
out that Common Law necessarily rested on common 
opinion and sentiment. I drew their attention to 
the changes that had occurred since the old days when 
judges declared that “ Christianity was part and 
parcel of the law of the land.” The Christian oath 
had been abolished in parliament, and given place to 
a Theistie oath. The compulsory oath had been 
abolished in courts of law by Freethinkers being 
allowed to give evidence on affirmation. Jews had 
been admitted to parliament. How could it be main
tained, in face of that fact, that Christianity was still 
part and parcel of the law of England ? Lord Cole 
ridge, after informing the jury that it was not their 
business to alter the law, but to take it from him as 
he laid it down to them, proceeded to offer them such 
a statement of the law as had never before been pre
sented by an English judge from the bench of a court 
of justice. In other words, he did for the jury pre
cisely one-half of what I had asked them to do for 
themselves. He adopted and amplified my argument 
as to the admission of Jews to parliament. He 
pointed out that the Master of the Rolls, Sir George 
Jessel, just deceased, was a Jew; that, but for an 
accident, he might have had to try a case of “ blas
phemy,” with perhaps half-a-dozen Jews in the jury- 
box ; and how could ho tell them that it was a breach 
of the law to deny the deity of Christ, when he and 
they denied it themselves ? It was no longer true, 
oven if it ever had been true, that Christianity was 
part and parcel of the law of the land. People had 
as much right to disbelievo Christianity as others 
had to believe it. “ I lay down as law to you now,” 
Lord Coleridge said, “ that if  the decencies of contro
versy arc observed, even the fundamentals of religion may 
be attached without a person being guilty of blasphemous 
libel.’’

This was an entirely new departure. I asked the 
jury to say (by their verdict) that “ blasphemy ” was 
a dead offence. Lord Coloridge told them that it 
had died and risen again ; or, in other words, that it 
had been completely transformed. A criminal action 
had become legal, but it could still be performed in 
an illegal way. The crime had been transferred 
from the mattir to the manner. And what was this,
I ask, but abolishing one crime and creating another?
I respect Lord Coleridgo’s motive, and I roally do 
not see what else he could have done in his position, 
which was different from mine; yet I cannot help 
agreeing with the criticism passed upon his judg
ment by Sir James Stephen :—

“ Thero is one reflection which seems to mo to prove 
with conclusive force that the law upon this subject can 
be explained and justified only on what I regard as its 
true principle—the principle of persecution. It is that 
if tho law of blasphemy were roally impartial, and 
punished blasphemy only becauso it offends tbo feelings 
of believers, it ought also to punish such preaching as 
offends tho feelings of unbelievers. All tho more earnest 
and enthusiastic forms of roligion are extremely offen
sive to those who do not beliove them. Why should not 
people who are not Christians bo protected against tho 
rough, coarso, ignorant ferocity with which they arc 
often told that they and theirs aro on the way to hell- 
fire for ever und ever? Such a doctrino, though neces
sary to bo known if truo, is, if false, revolting and mis
chievous to tho last degree. If tho law in no degree 
recognised tliceo doctrines as truo, if it wero as neutral 
as the Indian Penal Code is between Hindoos and 
Mohametans, it would havo to apply to the Salvation 
Army the samo rule as it applies to tho Freethinker and 
its contributors.”

No friends of tho Elasphcmy Laws attempted to 
answer Sir James Stophon. They know ho waB un
answerable. They felt in their heart of hearts that 
they were persecutors. Q w  FootE-

On Advertising.

Tee  other day the President of tho Wesley®11 
Conference said that a great deal of the talk lB 
tho churches carried with it more sound tbao 
significance. The comment was accurate enoogB’ 
but it failed to take account of the kindred trot 
that sound, provided it be persistent, acquires 
significance that does not by right belong to 1; 
Like the wearing of a stone beneath the drip® 
water, tho human mind does not seem able to Wit,ted-

OB
or

stand the effect of a statement constantly repea 
All the power—and profit—of advertising rests 
this truth. A man sees a certain pill, or soap; 
stove advertised. The first effect is inappreoia ^ 
But it meets him again on the covers of a magazlD  ̂
in the columns of a newspaper, on a tramcar, o° 
hoarding, and in a score of other places. The el 
produced is cumulative, and there grows up a c j. 
viction of the value of tho artiole advortised t 
rests on no better basis than the continuous rep 
tion of the samo phrase. ¡ng

There is no walk in life to which this rea.s°D0 » 
does not apply. One of our novelists has writ* ^ 
story describing how a number of friends deoidc 
build up a repntation for one of their circle, w ^  
future was still well ahead of him. Allusions to 
wit and wisdom were given in tho course of co 
pondence, during spoeohes, and in articles. y 
sionally he was quoted. Ultimately the eousp Qi
succeeded, and, without ever saying a wise - 
doing a useful one, the man was accepted as a P

Much offound genius and devoted worker.
kind of thing is always going on around us. - .j, 
are accepted as being brave merely upon the aBre 
of their having carefully advertised their own cop ^  
as being wise because they havo kept the Pn  ̂10 c0s; 
informed as to tho strength of their mental res°u0(j to 
or as being honest because they have never cCflŜ Dd, 
sing the praises of their own incorruptibility- ^  
on tho contrary, reputations may bo blastcc, ft9 
men marked as cowards, honest men bran 
thieves, and wise onos stamped with the m ^  
folly becauso their enemies havo kept this 
of them before tho public, and they have 
too careless or too contemptuous to c°rr®? . ifl 
wrong impressions. In business, in V .-o0i'tbe 
tho world of popular reputation, in relig1 ’-g to 
one thing before all others that is essentia 
advertise. . 0f t&®

In the religious world, a striking examp 
power of advertising is seen in the career o uggoet 
Booth and the Salvation Army. No one has 
sense of the power of advertising than t [SoB
head of tho Salvation Army. The aveBaT0 
knows little or nothing of tho workings of “t a <  
but he appears to havo a conviction tbn ¡̂¡efi 
great deal of good. He does not know h 
or whore this good is effected, but this doe 
turb his bolief. Or, if pressed, he may 0lirn ofll \e 
“ cases ” which, on examination, u su a lly /^

. &  
bo‘? 'V

”  C U t i U B  W U l U I i ,  U U  U  A  « b i l l  111 11 L I U  Li) U D I * ' * - —  1 » *  .00

be instances supplied by the Army itsel galva**jjj
of the public. Tho manner in which t j - 11 
Army has for years supplied tho pro88 atomeI 
of its work, and then quoted tho pross 8 ^ 0 t
independent testimony, is in itself a 1 lb® 
advertising efficiency of this organisation- e ‘ 
thing is seen in reports of its meeting8-  ̂¿jje ^ ot 
in its career its astute General 8°PP ¡r rePol?i>li® 
with a model of tho lines on which the 
work should bo drawn up. The refill ^  cP^ilb 
War Cry has always boon full of repo* 8pCCbe6’. [bf 
astic meotings, accounts of impressive 
audiences hanging breathlossly on the f' ¡t>
speakers. Tho value of this is obvious- ^  jjis M * 
oasily takos a man or an organisatjo pot® 
own valuation, and reports of the l!l. fiF 
tho inevitable effect of sending PC°P jj0o 
in futnro meetings. Evon G e n e ra  jin ininro meotings. iiiven m u '* -  uifti* 
large meotings nowadays aro duo in b° ¡0 lb 
to tho many years’ advertising of the 
Cry and other channols.

J® 
*

,tb’s
,11

A

(To be concluded.)
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Qf^?m0what on the same lines is the self-advertising 
Nonconformists of recent years. For a long time 

j ^conformists were content to base their claim to 
8tin°ti°n upon a preaching of the pore and un- 

j_^olterated “ Word.” Then it dawned upon some of 
Dnl'v ^bat Nonconformity had exerted a social and 
h a • al’ as well as a religious influence. Then its 

claimed, what the narrowest and most 
otho ^avo alway8 claimed, liberty to disagree with
b3eu the13 an

made the basis of a 
champion of English

claim that it had 
freedom against

8oi a»Sre88ive Episcopacy. Finally, the world is 
CQQfmnly informed, more or less directly, that Non- 
with°rmi-ty *8 bb0 very backbone °£ the nation, and 
of °Qt it the British Empire would become a thing 
^onc er^ay; This is repeated from thousands of 
earag°^°rmi8t platforms with so much unotion and 
UtUtn n 6̂83 dissenters become convinced of its
d6rf ?sa?habl0 historic aoouracy. But more won- 
adverfc'9 ■ bban this is the fact that the constant 
imp 18lng of the power and value of Nonconformity 
beg; 8?ea even Episcopalians, and many of them are 
It jsn’0S to eoho the same claim in a diluted form, 
^hat 8tory of the power of advertising.
n0c‘ 80 many are saying must be true ; such is the 
°Qe h8C10Q8 eonclusion of the general mind. Only 

ere and there pauses to ask on what basis 
rest, and their voices are easily

Wnod iQ the general clamor. 
-Qri.ng recent years in our midst 

For months 
lavishly advertised—far 

is a now play at any of our leading 
,-̂ he meetings were held, the proceedings 

Tiie pYY .^dh the usual tales of gigantio successes. 
(i 81(tent of the Wesleyan Conference says:

8®Vera"f8 louenc years we have had 
bef0re, Carofally engineered revivals. 
i»ore 0a each has been lavishly ac
"■ «C 8 th-!n

that t-Vl̂  ®osP°i °t Christ, in its saving power, 
that wyr° Vumauity known as tho Londoner. All 
patat;0as P°ssiblo in tho way of men and monoy, pre- 
it Su °u’ organisation, advertisement, was dono to make 
aUotlH'US8*Ub roauit was a failure. Shortly after, 
itself °rr.,̂ uovemont, in absolute contrast, manifested 
in jj.' J-ho movement was remarkable for tho absence 
all m. °. machinery, preparation, monoy. It possessed 
Tho re. °u ■ros a mighty, mysterious work of God. 
iemainSU1 t‘mo wore marvellous, and something
that 0]S' novcr in tho history of religious revivals 
power \^Uut* w‘th such manifestations of tho Spirit’s 
reaction >i8 P°iQt so soon reached of exhaustion and 

* UU*
fGvival18 admitted now; yet with each engineered 
Jatioa, th meeb ^ ith  a repetition of the same 
¡v3ople'of ° sam.° stories, and the same result, 
tp 30 rovi* C]6l*ia*n hype of mind read the stories of 
« m.andd their behavior is marked out for
?ê ves tho;«nnnS the progress of the meetings them- hfts _ ConS,,„i i_________ 3___

J ction 
bote

conduct exactly corresponds with what 
more. Yet, in spite of tho admitted 

6ue8e revival a fUr. ™n7«r 0fb0neflta6fe rev*val8> the power of advertising
that ■■ 18 8Ucbl ^ at there still remains a con- 

. - to a‘ , ln 80®o mysterious manner they oontri-
e[*d 8°cial r6fPeDinS and enriching of our religious 
s > rate , Tbe unconscious influence of the
dg ae10ent-Jf1Vftl adv0rtising—both preceding and 

*°h8trefTj . outweighs the conscious effects of 
peoS fauilar0 and uselessness. 

stw®paper Pe haYe read those carefully concocted 
of n , narratives which, commencing with a

a tes- 
or nerve

tb* y °f a ^  i vos which, commencing 
to 4-v.lr ,r0adth escape, concludes with 

hi» atdve TYa‘Qe of someone’s ointment oi —  
qj f of th'la R sually America is givon as the birth- 
in aet it i8 a°pecie8 °f advertisement. As a matter 
of ip racter 'i\Tfy °^d invention, and quite Christiant^aracter.' T?Try °^d invention, and quite Christian 
thjg â0t fl't̂ , ' ob a sniall portion of tho literature 
as * Pian. g .eu c®nturies has been constructed on 
of Cnce and history have been so written
^ i a< s a r ................................................/I; tQQr'

less disguised advertisements 
What is known as works on

^ p t ^ j j  ^ e°wtnan~a Ĉass writings on which
-u,vo 0n . Poorod such woll-deserved eon- 

P0OpCutilat0d Y81at°d of sciontiiic teachings, hashed 
° that they 1  8ach • a manner as to persuade 

y Were gaining soiontiiic information

while, in reality, swallowing Christian theology. 
Yankee advertisers might well take some useful hints 
from Christian theologians in this direction.

In historical matters the advertising of Christianity 
has been still more flagrant and deliberate. History 
has too often, in Christian hands, besn nothing more 
than a gigantic advertisement of religious beliefs. 
The average Christian believes with an almost un
shakable firmness in the complete corruption of tho 
old Pagan world and in the spotless purity of Chris
tianity, which gave the modern world whatever of 
value it possesses. The evidence for this is not a bit 
stronger than that for the curative value of some
body’s blue pills for bilious subjects—not so strong 
as a matter of fact—but it is accepted in virtue of 
the widespread and systematic advertising to that 
end. So, too, with the conviction as to the civilising 
influence of Christianity. No one knows when, or 
where, or how, this influence has been exerted ; the 
only authorities for it are Christians themselves ; 
the evidence produced is only that which Christians 
have themselves provided in the first place. Still, 
it has been said so often that the constant reading 
of the advertisement produces conviction in the 
minds of uncritical readers.

In fact, no business in the world has ever had the 
long-continued and lavish advertising that Chris
tianity has had. When the ordinary Christian 
blathers about the literary beauties of the Bible, 
when he talks of the moral purity of early Chris
tianity or the moralising power of its later forms, 
when he# tells us how much civilisation owes to his 
religion, when he talks of the scientific evidence in 
proof of his faith, he is only repeating the adver
tisements that have been prepared by Christian 
apologists for his instruction. The efforts of thou
sands of advertising agents over long centuries 
oannot be ignored in any estimate of the value of 
tho persistence of Christian belief. As tho President 
of the Conference remarked, there is in Christian 
talk muoh more of sound than significance, but let 
us not forgot that significance may be attributed to 
sound if it is only sufficiently strident and sustained.

C. Co h e n .

“ The Vision of the Living Lord.”

In his official sermon as President of tho Wealeyan 
Conference, the Rev. W. Perkins states that the 
first and chief need of to-day is a fresh vision of 
the living Christ a3 Savior and Lord of all who put 
their trust in him. The preacher conveniently takes 
for granted that there is a living Lord, and that a 
vision of him is possible. As a believer addressing 
believers he is doubtless justified in doing so ; hut 
there are believers and believers. Mr. Perkins him
self admits that “ there are always those to whom he 
(Christ) is only known by experience, and those to 
whom be is only known by report.” He even quotes 
someone as saying that “ multitudes of men at this 
hour would go down on their knees before any man 
who could say to them with the certainty of tho 
Apostles, We have seen the Lord.” That may be 
perfectly true, though by no means creditable to the 
people concerned. How tho belief in the living Lord 
actually arose it is impossible to determine. Tho 
only available documents are so hopelessly involved 
in discrepancies and contradictions that it is im
possible to learn anything from them. This is 
frankly conceded by several eminent divines. The 
Wesleyan President, however, plays fast and loose 
with the existing documents. While fully accepting 
tho story of the Resurrection as related in thorn, ho 
utterly ignores the oft-repeated prophecy of the 
Resurrection attributed to Jesus during the last 
few months of his life. He pictures the disciples, 
immediately after the crucifixion, as “ a little band of 
sad, silent, fearful men,” brooding over the loss that 
had befallen thorn, and mourning for the sun that 
had boen quenched in their sky. According to him, 
they had no expectation of that which was about to
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happen. Bat, if so, they must have had wonderfully 
short memories. In connection with the alleged 
incident of Peter’s great confession at Caesarea 
Philippi, related in Matthew xvi. 18-20, wo read the 
following significant words :—

“ From that time began Jesus to show unto his 
disciples how that he must go unto Jerusalem and 
suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and the third day be raised up ” 
(Matthew xvi. 21).

The word “ began ” is emphatic, indicating that from 
that time the teaching about his death and resurrec
tion was continuous to the end ; and Mark tells us 
(viii. 32) that “ he spake the saying openly.”

We refer to this point to show how absolutely un
reliable the documents are. Had Peter realised at 
Caesarea Philippi that his Master was a supernatural 
being, he could never have forgotten that the newly 
confessed Son of God had subsequently predicted his 
death and resurrection times without number. And 
yet the very documents which chronicle the predic
tions represent the disciples, immediately after the 
crucifixion, as being wholly unaware that they had 
ever heard them. They were in blank despair. His 
unexpected death had completely stunned them. 
Then, quite unexpectedly, they saw him again alive. 
He suddenly appeared to them as they were together 
in the Upper Room, and they recognised him. Such 
is the version usually accepted, though there are 
others whioh flatly contradict it. Well, it is on such 
slight, self-invalidating evidence that the Christian 
creed is made to rest.

“ Does anything like this happen now the Presi
dent asks, and we answer, “ Yes, precisely the same 
thing takes place to-day, as testifies the sermon 
before us.” Quoting from the late Dr. Dale he lays 
down a three-fold proposition—namely, “ that Jesus 
Christ is alive, that he is alive within our reach, and 
that he is alive within our reach as Savior and Lord." 
This continued life of Jesus Christ is simply assumed. 
Not even a shadow of proof is adduced. “ He lives 
in the completeness of his nature, in the fulness of 
his life,” coolly asserts Mr. Perkins. The second 
fold of the proposition is likewise a gratuitous 
assumption. “ Wherever I am, he is,” exclaims the 
President. “ Though I may not perceive him, he is 
within reach of me,” he adds. He even waxes elo
quent in emphasising the supposed fact that ho is 
never lonely. That Mr. Perkins believes Jesus 
Christ to be alive and within reach is highly pro
bable ; but such a belief possesses no evidential 
value whatever. All we know is, that had there 
been a living Lord within roach of all there would 
have been no need of the Church and its ministers 
to announce the fact. The Church and its incessant 
labors are living witnesses to the non-existence of 
the Eternal Christ. The very reference to the need 
of “ creating the consciousness of Christ as living,” 
of “ getting it back ourselves and of impressing it 
upon others,” is sufficient evidence that the faith is 
vain and void, and that the consciousness is an 
artificial creation, and has no corresponding objec
tive reality. Mr. Perkins does not seem to realise 
that when he affirms that “ we Christians are, as I 
heard a man say a year ago, specialists in matters of 
faith,” he gives his whole case away. He is ex
tremely proud of the Church in which he is so con
spicuous a missionary; he declares her to be “ in her 
realm alone and supreme, the realm of the spiritual 
and tho eternal, the realm in which Christ reveals 
himself and makes known tho mystery of his presence 
and his name ” ; but it has never dawned upon him 
that in so describing tho Church he discredits the 
Christ, and makes belief in him on grounds of reason 
an absurd impossibility. If the living Lord existed 
he would not permit himself to be fettered by any 
institution, nor allow any body of men to become 
his professional guardians, and to get their living by 
protending to be the only people capable of rightly 
proclaiming him to tho world.

Mr. Perkins treats tho claims of tho Catholio 
Church with insolent contempt. He is equally dis
dainful of tho ritualistic party in the Church of

England. It is to him inconceivable that the Pr,®‘ 
sence of the Redeemer should be confined to cert»*® 
sacraments which can be solemnised only by official1; 
ordained priests. He laughs to scorn the idea 0 
men being “ taught to utter the Name as the precU>n 
thing which is himself is borne aloft on gold or silv 
vessel, beneath a silken canopy, with chant an 
song.” The idea is absurd enough, in all conscience' 
but the same idea, somewhat differently express® i 
holds sway in the Free Churches as well. They 
maintain that God cannot reveal himself excel? 
through them, and that apart from them the Sax* 
of the world can do nothing. Says the Wesley® 
President:—

“ Other realms we share with other men, tho real®w*-*~ .

of the material, the social, the political; other work : W 
community can do better than the Church can, work« 
educating the minds of men, clothing and feeding 
bodies, building houses, regulating lives. But there * 
one thing the Christian Church alone can do, and g 
direct her supreme energy to doing, and that is, m 
Christ known to men, impressing upon men the rea 1 jj 
of his presence, proving to men that he is alive, that 
is alive within reach, that he is alive within reach
Savior and Lord.”

That extract is at once true and false. It 13„ troe
wbi®*1that the Church is the only organisation . Q 

endeavors to persuade the world that a man-tjjjn 
died two thousand years ago is still alive and xvi ^  
reach of all mankind, and that faith in that . 
still living and within reach is the one essen tia l g 
dition of individual and social salvation. It 13 
that this self-styled Body of the Head which  ̂
dead man come to life again is said to be, Ŝ oT.ie 0f 
the imaginary privilege of being the sole rn6<Vnn(ja 
communication between that redeeming Head a g 
perishing world. But it is also true that w ^gI 
characterising herself, the Church not only f° ^  
so-called living Lord of all his glory by mil^\â e0as 
her slave, but also converts him into a hi ^ g 
monstrosity by representing him as being a 
irresistibly powerful and ignominiously lDflP, f[Be 
omnipresent and yet cabined, oribbod, confin® 
as the air, and yet imprisoned in an Bcciesia ^  
cage. Thus the fundamental conception .■ oJJ 
Church carries with it a direct and complete ne„
of her living Lord. “ We are his witnesses> °9 
saints boast; “ he lives in and works thro— ijy
alone.” We reply: “ Yes, you are *!
and true, witnesses that he is not, and never ^ g0J 
all.” Take the whole history of tho ^kurC ss®1̂ 
the beginning until now and it may be co^P 
into these words: “ There is no God who 1° pjTin®> 
tenderly broods over the children of men ; n° , 0v®f 
Omnipotent Savior who died and rose aga|n a x&ce- 
lives for the redemption of a lost and rlll°e 6 jt 
The total moral failure of the Gospel Vr̂  e0tio1i 
have been from the first a purely human 1 earth- 
which has wrought incalculable havoc on tb jjBaS- 

“ The vision of the living Lord ” is the mo ^  job 
trous of hallucinations. Far be it from ® w  
all Christian believers vile hypoorites and oftreflt*J 
know full well that many of them aro *rfl,n0 tb»t^0 
honest and sincere ; but we are equally 0tirij) "f 
most genuine and true-hearted among 
nothing but vain dreamers and self-docoiv- vj0lOy ^ 
only see what they believe exists, and .T h o fo < L  
only as bright as their faith is intense . 3 p0rtl3g 
invariably a reflection of tho lattor. ^j,en 3 g 
pictures a mother kneeling at her bedside gbe
w oo qr»r»ir?onf.n 11 v  noon h v  n. lnvinCf 0 - jt *,

tb®?
was accidentally seen by a loving uu .
alone in the room, and yet she seemoa â®
to someone who could not bo seen. “ ' WflS “Ljg 
asks the preacher. “ Who was there  ̂p0°Lu»l 
mother a poor, self-deceived, deluded 8 > S ;
the place with some Being of her o j0 tbe 
imagination ?” To answer that qnestio ; 
mative may sound, to a believer, bru ^ gtg ^ pt® 
other answer can wo honestly make ? ¡oUg P^sl 1 
one there. Wo know of exceptionally I i gjv®' 
who, for many long and weary years, Pra jjfld te°6̂ r  
and believingly for their oldest son w? .jy tb°? 0t, P 
an evil inheritance from tho past. 1 , .and ' 
much time on their knees in his beba
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Pite of it aii) their much loved first-born child was 
'd m a drunkard’s grave before he was twenty-two. 
“ey believed that a God of love was present and 
eard them in the secret ohamber; but Nature’s inex- 
rable law had its way with the child, as it always 

i 068 have with all children and adults alike. Nature 
?8 n0ver yet been outmanoeuvred. The great law 

cause and effect works out its results without 
e^rence from any source. Nature reigns supreme, 

eitl.6 bey°nd an<t above her nothing has ever been 
ber seen or heard, except in sheer imagination or 

taking dream
b ream’ J. T. Llo yd .

Civilised Cant and Christian Humbug.

His eyes looked up—his mouth turned down,
His accent caught a nasal twang :

He oiled his hair—there might be heard 
The grace of God in every word 

Which Peter said or sang.”
—Shelley, Peter Bell the Third.

°ne ^hing pre-eminently characteristic of 
'bext^1 l ^ races ^  ' 8 cant> an^ if there is one thing 
Chri8/-Cab̂  bound up with Christianity it is humbug. 
abun^Ian England, naturally, suffers from a super- 
aCc ance °i cant and humbug. It has become so 
there ;0aied to the cultivation of these traits that 
that h 8 Scarcely a point in English life and character 
other aS rf0  ̂ been contaminated by the one or the 
deveî D ^  bas been frequently asserted that the 
Certain m6nk symPatby and magnanimity is a 
are hior'lÛ Ur̂  oiYilisation, and that these qualities 
subjogaf ? arbcd in the dominant races than in the 
oppose th °r ^ecaying oncs. One would naturally 
i08peet , bat Britain stood prominently to the front in 
ea°bf?h th ,civili8Rtion. We have been told often 
[tee, and ^  wbere the Union Jack waves all men are 
^ianev ’ rnoreover> wo firmly believe it. Again, from 

arQ ’,^e bave it drilled into us incessantly that 
i'habks m • m°8t enlightened people in the cosmos, 
iiahitv ainly ô the humanising infiuence of Chris- 
'bfiugQ^br thrice blessed religion. So potent is its 
a Penny ; °,r S°°^> that we are oft constrained to put 

ComfQIrl missionary-hox so that a few grains 
beathen r  be scattered over lands where the

iegisUK8 howling iQ outer darkness. Our houses 
ebvy 0j , , IOn are the pride of the Empire and the 
?abimitv 6 ?n*verse. We are the inventors of mag- 
L°8Pitals i be arcbitects of progress. We build 
i •,ln.^rmar,es for the sick and poor, erect
ioyal au bfidings to the glory of God, and give our 
atbazi0„.^0rt ho the Salvation Army. We are an 
hl08itioQg . '¡noral people, contented with the lowly 
""and 0Q a ? which it has pleased God to call us 
n ht i8 only 1l8*jS aro dnly thankful, 
v ?.c°Qvenf- 0n one’8 mind has been relieved from 
f ahb>nbeenm0n âl pressure that the powers of obser- 
vt>0tb the „• eaO]’ushed,and thenthegiltbegins to drop 
m6 86e. for iD8?rbread wifcb an astonishing rapidity. 
w gbanimifLn8hance On the outbreak of a war, British 
fo b of a ] 'bade manifest in the immediate des- 
c,rtbs 0f d °fde °h truculent bravos armed with all 
th8et0d, and nctive machinery. They are fited, 
Sf.jbbghoot H,prayed for in almost every church 
tLj'bg eXpedff® 0°ontry, and go forth on a blood- 
grn G°d is on ,°.n fully assured by bishop and parson 
Rib118 'b thin th°ir side- There is nothing incon- 

Servant some> the spectaole of the black- 
?w s °f God invoking eupernataral aid in^ C n  .  V " w u  l U V U l i l U g  B U p i U t t U U i a i  u a u  m

bomv.̂ rbous^ n ,man blood may seem decidedly 
bec bug. fn ^  ' 8 not so—thanks to Christian 
^ sq1116.8 the G dmo war the Prince of Peaoe 
ê tnu *8 tranfc °f vengoance and the non-resisting 
c°Q]a d by r> /.^ared into the malignant ruffian 
it is , bot t0j0 Jfld ' n the rsalms. Patriotic people 
asso be inVa ° a War-hating God at any price. If 
i6the that if 0 CU8tom of the British nation to 
^ t 0 tok6r one i army is led of God—and I cannot 
^Sssi ba,t extent anCe wbere it wasn’t so assumed 

Ve People ) ar° we> as an advancing and pro- 
’ 088 crude and superstitious than the

tom-tom beaters of Timbuctoo ? They howl to their 
particular Mumbo Jumbo to protect them from our 
kind endeavors to inculcate the lessons of humanity 
and civilisation with lyddite, and we smile in derision 
at their orisons.

James Russell Lowell once wrote :—
“ Its a curu’s Christian dooty

This ere cuttin’ folks’ throats.”
But he was mistaken. Throat cutting has been, in 
the past, quite a gentle method of Christian propa
ganda. It is urged that our treatment of subjugated 
nations is an example to the world and a credit to 
our religion. A veracious history of colonisation 
would hardly confirm this claim. Six months ago 
the writer was in most of the large towns in East 
Africa, and looked for illustrations of our much 
vaunted justice and clemency in vain. Slavery is 
as rampant—though thinly disguised—as ever it was, 
and the flogging of natives is a matter of very little 
concern. One may observe the blacks limping by the 
dozens, with huge scabs and open sores on their 
ankles where the stick of the superior white man has 
fallen with its weight of argument. In Durban the 
curfew has been instituted, and the ringing of it is 
the precursor of a vigorous stampede to the com
pounds. The Bcornful idea—ridiculed by Mark 
Twain—is regarded by the white man in Africa with 
owl-like gravity—“ Brother—to dirt like that.”

So far as the writer could observe, Christian 
charity manifested itself in the generous presenta
tion to the naked native of a pair of cast-off breeches, 
in order, I suppose, to shut from view as much of 
God’s handiwork as aroused the giver’s disgust. In 
this respect, the white man clearly evidences the 
canting frame of mind which springs from that pro
duct of Christianity,—an artificial morality. To the 
untutored savage nakedness is a perfectly clean and 
healthy state. To the Christianised white man it is 
unclean. Presumably his Christian armor is not of 
sufficient substance to safeguard him from prurient 
reflections when a nude form confronts him. In 
temperance and decency the civilised white can learn 
lessons from the black barbarian. It is the proud 
boast of Christians that we have evolved from a 
brutal promiscuity, in our sex relationships, to an 
exalted monogamy. Certainly it has been due to 
their mighty labors. They make their claim with 
delicious suavity, in spite of the fact that the Old 
Testament consistently advocates polygamy and the 
New Testament supports the practice of emascula
tion. Moreover, it is known that many animals are 
strict monogamists, and barbarian races have adopted 
and practised monogamy from time immemorial. It 
is quite sufficient for me to walk through the streets 
of any civilised city in the world—particularly in 
that portion of it known as Christian England—and 
to see a detestable, loathsome, and obscene promis
cuity exemplified in the widespread existence of 
prostitution. It is prevalent everywhere—tinder the 
very walls of the Christian fanes. If the brutal hiring 
of the bodies of our unfortunate sisters is not pro
miscuity in its vilest form, then it will take a 
tremendous amount of argument to convince me 
that it is a testimony to the saving grace of Chris
tianity. In sheer brutish sensuality and insensate 
lust of the most revolting kind, the Christian 
debauchee can give the uncivilised native points. 
Any casual intercourse among the sexes of savage 
races is entirely voluntary, and always accompanied 
by at least a measure of sentiment—so there can be 
no comparison between these matings and the 
purchasable satisfaction of imperious appetite 
common to Christian nations. Let the Christian 
apologists rid themselves of their aggressive cant 
and humbug. It is time they turned their backs on 
fancies and faced the realities. It is time they arose 
from their bended knees—an attitude of utter hypo- 
crisy—and ceased thanking God for his hypothetical 
tender mercies. These idiotic antics only accen
tuate the agonies of the moment, they do not lessen 
them. It is work—hard, solid work—which will 
eventually bring light into the dungeons of life, not 
siokly prayer or sloppy devotion. Christians must
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shun the prejudices of ignorance ; they must be 
made to understand that the solution of life’s pro
blems is not to be found in the propagation of con
summate cant. However judiciously their distribu
tion of Bibles, breeches, and petticoats may be, 
something more will be required before the devasta
ting influences of their great unmentionable disease 
can be eradicated, and that is, sound, rational, scientific 
thought. Let them fling from off their minds the 
trammels of superstition, take seriously to heart the 
lessons of civilisation, and drop playing at being
barbarians- John S. Clarke.

Acid Drops.

it is nonsense, and contemptible nonsense. The world did 
not grow more moral with the spread of Christianity; “ 
grew less moral; so much so that there is nothing in a 
history like the physical and moral filth of tho “ Dar, 
Ages ”—the name which the historians give to the period 
when Christianity triumphed over every opposing force.

People not hampered by Christianity have found no gre® 
difficulty in the woman question. The Wesleyan CburcU 
has refused again and again to accept women delegates a 
the Annual Conference. But can anybody imagine a Secu
lar Society acting in that way? Women are welcome a 
the National Secular Society’s Conference—welcome on >" 
platforms—welcome on its Branch committees—welco®9 
amongst its officers. There are womon’s names in the 119 
of vice-presidents, and the Central Executive’s secretary 
(for many years) is a woman.

M. Clemenceau, the French premier who has just re
signed, is a Freethinker. M. Briand, who succeeds him, is 
also a Freethinker. Nearly every statesman in France is a 
Freethinker now. These are facts not likely to be men
tioned in the English newspapers.

There is probably more rascaldom to the square yard in 
the City of London than in any other part of the Kingdom. 
No wonder that the Lord Mayor’s speech to Sir William May 
and the other Navy officers at the Guildhall opened with a 
pious sentence. “ It is on the Navy,” he said, “ under the 
good providence of God, that our wealth, prosperity, and 
peace depend.” This is extremely interesting. The Navy 
is no good without God,—and God is no good without 
the Navy ; otherwise, we might leave our safety to God, and 
save ever so many millions a year.

“ Let justice be dono though tho heavens fall.” It is a 
glorious sentiment. But happily there is no danger of the 
heavens falling. There is nothing to fall. Something like 
this reflection is tho mental and moral support of Christian 
Socialists like tho Rev. II. J. Campbell. That gentleman 
wants England to go to war to set tho Congo right. He 
knows that England won’t go to war for it, so lie is free to 
shout for war as loud as possible. Some other good Chris
tians, of the same breed, are almost courting a quarrel with 
Russia over tho Czar's visit to England. Our readers know 
our opinion of tho pious head of Holy Russia, but wo should 
be sorry to make it a danger to the peace of the world. 
Only people brought up on Christian sentimentalism could 
imagiuo that irresponsible impulse is a safo guide in inter
national affairs. It is like smoking in a powder magazine.

Rov. R. J. Campboll calls himself a Christian, but ho 
believes in nothing that has hitherto been understood as 
Christianity. In the last number of tho Now Theology 
weekly, he has tho effrontery to say not only that the 
Fourth Gospel is not “ literal history,” but that it was 
“ never meant to bo takon as such.” This is really entitled 
to a first prize in the competition of Christian shuffling.

Mr. Campbell lets tho cat out of tho bag at the finish. 
He says that “ tho Fourth Gospel is not literal history, and 
cannot bo regarded as such without rejecting tho others.” 
Tho grammar of this statement is loose enough, but the 
meaning is sufficiently clear. Mr. Campbell feels that some 
historical character must bo maintained for the Gospels; 
and as the fourth is now perfectly hopeless, ho sacrifices it 
in order to tighten his hold on tho other three. But they 
are just as unhistorical as tho fourth. This is plain enough 
to students who have no interest in churches and pulpits.

Is baptism necessary ? This is another question put to 
Mr. Campboll. Ho answers it in tho negative. Nothing is 
necessary except attending tho City Temple and con
tributing to its maintenance.

Rev. T. Rhonnda Williams is ono of tho lights of the Now 
Theology—and ho seems to be as good as Mr. Campbell at 
sweeping round a lamp-post. In a long article on “ Tho 
New Testament and tho Woman Question ” in tho last 
issue of tho New Theology weekly, Mr. Williams bad to 
make a significant admission, which he had also to mini
mise. “ There is no doubt,” ho said, “ that in the Roman 
Empire tho movement towards the emancipation of woman 
was well on the way whon Christianity came. It is said 
that Christianity checked that movement, and there is a 
sense in which that is trno ; but wo should have to main
tain that the check was designed in the interests of 
morality.” Even if this be honest, which wo rather doubt,

Christians, can never be sound on theChristians, as UU»U UCVLT UU BUUUU i
woman question. The Bible, both in the Old Testaip6  ̂
and in the New Testament, teaches, and even empbas'9 1 
woman’s hopeless inferiority; her inferiority of posni j  
character, value, and significance. It is not a question 
whether she should do this, that, or tho other. It is a <lur 
tion of her rank in the scalo of being.

It is somewhat surprising to seo a man like the Rev.’ £ 
I’ago Hopps landing the Pilgrim Fathers. Those 
Puritans left England to avoid what they callod PerSlj ¡t 
tion. They could not rule tho Church of England in 
own way. When they were tho under dog, it was tyra® r  
when they were tho upper dog, there was liberty; m ^  
tyranny they meant not gotting their own way, 
liberty they meant getting  ̂ their own way. Simply ̂ at 
and nothing more. Over in America they showed , 
liberty meant in their vocabulary. They woro tho s 
bigots and persecutors in tho world. Indeed, an Arne ^  
humorist was led to declare, a few years ago, that ho 1 QII 
care to celebrate tho landing of tho Pilgrim I ' ^ u0utb 
Plymouth Rock; it would havo been better if 1 *y'
Rock had landed on the Pilgrim Fathers.

More “ Providence
of

------  --------------  . Earthquakes in tho ProVlnĵ |iecl
31is, in Grcoco, havo destroyed sovoral villages aud * .' “ -----„„rv nxrfitmany people 

works.”
Th^

Tho Joliannites in St. Petersburg are a crazy sect, ^eB 
mortify the flesh to obtain salvation. Tlioy have a S0bjecf’- 
mortifying the flesh of their children with the s.a"l0,jie poo( 
Tho police made a raid upon the dens in which ^¡I- 
young things were being prepared for kingdom-come: ¡D- 
dren of all ages, from two to eleven, were f°un suffer' 
describably filthy conditions. Eighty per cent. a n t 
ing from eyo disease, through boing kept in dirt gjjpg-
ness. Others had sore knees through much ^ete
Others boro marks of sovero beating. Arid "’^ gts  
suffering from tuberculosis. Such aro the p® 
religion unadulterated by frecthouglit aud bumam y-

----  A0eti<!i
Tho Eskimo lad, Mono, who was brought jitio®1 

thirteen years ago by Commander Peary’s Arctic^- k.g olvi> 
grow tired of “ civilisation” and has gone back ■ffill1’ 
people. Ho says ho has learned somo things w j nijjuupiu. no nuyo uu xiao luiuuui nuuiu frit OP
useful, and other things -which ho will bo gladt0.1 f0 itf*c:

ho said
Tho tto0;„ toup i,

cannot adopt your Christian roligion,” 
viewers, “ although I havo tried to do so. A‘,ujj've 
most of you don’t really bcliovo in it enough 
it. This truism “ shocked many tourists on tl 
who crowded about him.” No doubt they flatter go»

No doubt it 19that they do believe in Christianity, 
thing that they don't.

England forced tho opium traffic on China a t tbChri9!i90f 
the bayonet. This has been pooh-poohed by so ^ 0 psr

of

people who cannot admit any good qualities ®n^ til»4
tho heathen.” These pooplo have t ^ „ S 3

til«
at»

«»“ v i  u v . u v i i v . t i i  x i i v / o u  t i l *  * • «  , .

Chineso Government did not want to supp*c Tp1!,. -̂
traffir. hut mnrelv t.n  qr>r»nrn flin nmfifcs for lt'sl vai .-*traffic, but morely to sccuro tho profits for v~JJJit
been decisively confuted, however, by tho bh  ̂ to « 
mission. Evou tho Wesleyan Conference has
that tho inquiry of this Commission ha- ^  (.go ^  tb® 
established tho good faith and earnestness ^iroUgbc 
Government in suppressing opium smoking
Empirò.”

Tho Wesleyan Coufcrenco passed a .fl flnd ^ Juti?1 
Sunday golf, which it cannot interfere 1 ’ ¿0 fC 
favor of Sunday Closiug. Both we ê ri jjond**
Sunday Closing is no moro justitiablo than
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I? ‘s pure Sabbatarianism. The men of God are all Protec- 
honists—in their own business.

j Q b̂e*r recent articles on John Calvin the religious 
brut^8 bave dealt very leniently with all his faults. The 

tal burning of Servetus, the advice to “ punish well by 
an̂ SWord the Catholics and fanatic Gospellers” in England, 
sitn ittlatly other cruel words and deeds, were described 
aorP‘y as characteristic of “ the temper of the time.” Wo 
tenf6 ’ bub to what or whom are we to attribute 1 the 
view*6* bke time ” ? To say that Augustin hold wicked 
ascr h aS W°^ as ^atv’ni is not to justify the latter, and to 
their ° cruetties to tho spirit of the age is not to exonerate 
Siblerr rpetrators- It was God in Christ who was respon- 
atl(j ^  everything, for he was said to hold the Universe 
wot(l * oontained in the hollow of his hand. In other 
and j ’i" temper of the time,” Augustin, Calvin, Cranmer, 
°r‘giri n ^nox are irrefutable arguments against the Divine 
a g0j aad Power of Christianity, or against the existence of 

ot love revealed in Jesus Christ.

e°raie__ '• J ' JIundella takes a curious—somo would say 
tion. jfVl°W ^le religious difficulty in elementary educa- 
bytbeSte .aPPears to think that religious teaching prescribed 
by tjj \  at° w tyranny, and that religious teaching prescribed 
that tl °Câ  authorities is libertv. Wo venture to tell him 
.b°th y- or the liberty, is precisely the same in
b°WevorS<ti ^tmtover the number of peoplo concerned, 
their w.„they are organised, or however they may make 
botb C L  prevail, those who settle the religious teaching, 
ate omul J®tnselvos and for others, in the nation’s schools, 
°v?n gP„?yi.n" public resources and public authority for their 
Cot*lusioianau PnrP°ses. There is no escape from this 
'’bole mofi is precisely this very essence of the

tor that Mr. Mundella ignores or evades.

kiberal^»n£ e^a rtder9 1° “ the old Liberal principle of the 
coDsci ar)ty that religious matters are for tho individual 

«>at is tho principle on which Secular 
*s (or “ 13 founded. Yet, strangely enough, Mr. Mundella 

Das) °PPosed to Secular Education 1

y>
^*een n ' ^ r\ 'J°bn Woods is quito right in saying that 
Place; . “» « « « ¡ty  and Atheism there is no logical resting- 
as " blank 'i *3 whol*y wrong whon ho characterises Athoism 
lQ b̂o AH blio “ blankness ” of Atheism is expressed
^Porstifi . er of tho word, and has referonco only to tho 
As a r;_. °,Us *dca conveyed

. «UQ

by tho six letters that 
Dr. Woods ought to know this.

follow. 
Ho is

♦i sen J Ir°r wben ko affirms that, according to Atheism, ‘ ü tüornl — : n . >» r«—  murai obligation is an iUu • -n terms nnj ense of moral obligation is a contra 
r any orthodox form of Theism.

tCut maoy centuries God has been fiS ^ “g ^ e9P”go Jesus 
Cw' P«»«asion of London. Two thousand yew ^  0rauJ

Porchased her with his own ignoring the, 8atper, the Devil. But his Infernal Majesvy. b 
■ -j uafLrain U . * luo-jcrji/jr, tuu

(¡ja  ̂ to jjj8 £ jas steadily refused to hand the great city 

as 0n 1 ^ata____
iw 8 statetQ0l?fe?,̂ er Pu  ̂ it, “ London is rotten toi. IS rjrnxro#! u

loo w  , Antagonist. It was authoritatively 
tbaf 011 ’9 still , ^ 0y>n, Conference just hold at Lincoln, that 
ihlo’ 8,3 °Oo srinni.*'8'11'8 stronghold." Tho consequence is

tho core.''
arcti,n'J People“:““ i 3 proved by tho sad fact that “ there 

of u b̂o wknl* " ondon who novor go into a Christian church 
W W°aloy •• tPopulation of England numbered iu tho days 

• i  oor old London ! And vot. for upwards of^bbioVeats- the\v ldi London !

Is,
ristia« “u 1U doubt as to tho colossal impotonco 

an rckgion ?

And yot, for upwards 
Mission has been most active

C Pel to sn"Uerl ’ vainiy testifying to “ tho power of tho 
0« ' can an» 1 dtHnkards, fallen women, and Agnostics. 

theC h r& ?« b e in d c
Mr

S i John
Laa tho^ 3 that “'t il  t’residout of tho Liverpool Fa 

.- New T_ t tho Socialist needs no better text-
Fabian

J H I____  book
‘binki  ̂ ^ ‘od̂  estament.” wiiat toxts did tho gentleman 
**«.- ” °f theor,oU bo made that statement? Was ho 
fo -  : Take lln0 î ' ,‘ b'ossed bo^  thQ fi * bo yo poor.” “ Resist not
V  tllat n 0-U?ht for the morrow.” “ Labor not

exPlain I urisheth.” l ’erhaps tho Fabian geutlo-

Jon¿D8cla
exPlain, rhaps

F6°Pll !U tbèS c;f ?ubJ'ect of an 
^

article by tho Rov. J. D.
-  uoliof ; -------  Mr- JonoB regrets that

an* . °̂ dfi llais •• , , ,  ?n8ols, owing to “ tho matorialist
j( Ĵ 't, a„dUHCean do'etrin lavo suhscribod,” ho says, “ to

i t , 3° have^n"""10 that thero is noithor angel —  
b 0ry and r t)ovorishod our univorso nnd emptied 

®ance." This reverend gentleman is

to be pitied. He fancies that glory and romance go out of 
the world with ghosts. Some of us think that the glory of 
the world lies in human achievement, and its romance in 
human emotions. When all the gods are dead, and all the 
ghosts vanished, and all the angels buried witL folded wings, 
men will give their lives for love, and friendship, and 
country, and the golden passion of Romeo and Juliet will 
beat in a thousand young hearts. Glory and romance dead, 
are they ? Dead with Mr. Jones’s theology ? We advise 
the reverend gentleman to take medicine ?

What is blasphemy ? It is an ugly word, but what does 
it moan ? It used to mean speaking evil of Christianity, its 
Book, or its God; and speaking evil of them was done by 
merely questioning their truth and value. But all that is 
changed since 1883, when Lord Chief Justice Coleridge 
delivered his famous judgment at the trial of the editor of 
the Freethinker. Lord Coleridge laid it down that the very 
fundamentals of Christianity might be attacked, provided 
the decencies of controversy were respected, without fear 
of a prosecution for blasphemous libel. This statement of 
the Common Law of Blasphemy was reaffirmed last year by 
Mr. Justice Phillimore. It therefore holds the field, and is 
never likely to be dislodged. What was once blasphemy is 
blasphemy no longer. Blasphemy now appears to consist 
in shocking Christian people’s feelings; which is tho most 
delightfully vague offence that it is possiblo to imagine. 
Almost anything might be brought in as blasphemy under 
that nebulous definition. We see that the Rev. Dr. Pierson, 
one of the speakers at the Keswick Convention, “ expressed 
horror at the blasphemy of a statement made recently by 
the ministerial and professedly evangelical editor of a certain 
magazine.” And what was that “ blasphemy ” ? It was 
th is:—

“ Moral evil is not the antecedent but the consequent of 
cosmical evil. Whoever or whatever the power behind phe
nomena may be, He or It is primarily responsible even for 
‘ Man’s inhumanity to man.’ Even sin cannot wholly be 
laid to the door of humanity ; Deity or the cosmic process 
must be held responsible in the first instance.”

According to Dr. Pierson, this is blasphemy. Tho reverend 
gentleman was “ almost afraid to repeat it, as being near 
akin to tho sin against the Holy Ghost.” So that tho writer 
of that objectionable, but perfectly polite, passago would 
soon be found guilty of blasphemy by a jury consisting of 
twelve Dr. Piersons ; and if the judge on the bench were a 
Dr. Pierson too, the writer might easily get six months for 
his abominablo offence.

A party of visitors to the Keswick Convention were acci
dentally thrown out of a coach-and-four, and somo of them 
badly knockod about. Prayers were offered for them at tho 
Convention. This was like locking tho stable door when tho 
horse had run away. Prayer, to be efficacious, should be 
before an accident, not after. What is the use of praying 
when the mischief is done ?

Canon Horsley, replying on a postcard to a query by Mr. 
George Jacob, says: “ l’our question seems based on the 
assumption that the flood was other than local, which no 
one ¡3 required to believe, and few who have studied the 
question do imagine.” We don’t know what a man is 
required to boliove, but we do know what the Bible says. 
It says that “ all tho high hills, that were under the whole 
hoaven, woro covorod.” It says that 11 all flosh died that 
moved upon the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of 
beast, and of every creeping thing that crcepeth upon the 
earth.” It says that “ Noah only remained alive, and they 
that were with him in the ark.” Surely it is troating tho 
Bible as an old wax nose (Erasmus’s expression) to make 
out that tho seventh of Genesis describes a local flood. We 
shall hear by-and-byo that it was a village flood, that carried 
off three blind pups and a couple of paralysed old hens.

Tho lato Father George Tyrrell, who died in a state of 
excommunication on account of his “ Modernism,” was buried 
in tho parish cemetery at Storriugton without Catholic rites. 
It seems to us an extraordinary thing that the Catholic 
Church should be roproachod for refusing its rites to excom
municate persons. Father Tyrrell had a right to leave tho 
Catholic Church, if ho chose; and the Catholic Church had 
a right to expel him, if it chose. Freedom does not mean 
the right to force yourself upon people who don't want you. 
Father Tyrrell should have gone outside, and that would 
have saved him from boing puthed out.

What is called “ a new Exeter Hall ’’ is being erected in 
Tottonham-court-road, at the corner of Great Russoll-street. 
It is to bo tho London homo of tho Young Men’s Christian 
Association, and is to cost Tl 75,000. Most of the money, of
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course, will be supplied by well-to-do Christians; those who 
employ the Christian young men, and wish to keep them 
industrious and docile.

Revivalists seem to have a splendid field for profitable 
work in America. A revivalist rejoicing in the name of 
Billy Sunday, having finished his mission at Decatur, 
Illinois, was presented with a cheque for 11.572 dollars and 
60 cents—equal to more than ¡£2,300. The cheque was 
photographed, and a picture of it appeared in the Literary 
Digest. It was enough to make Judas Iscariot’s mouth 
water. He never handled such a sum as Cashier of the 
First Salvation Army.

It seems to us high time that judges gave up, or were for
bidden, the practice of addressing homilies to prisoners in the 
dock, and esp oially to persons on whom they are passing the 
extreme penalty of the law. The game is so very one-sided. 
The judge usurps the preacher’s function, and the prisoner 
is an unwilling listener. We have always sympathised with 
the rough criminal who shouted to the judge, “ Stow the 
bloomin’ sermon, and give us the bloomin’ sentence.” Only 
he didn’t say bloomin’.

A Frenchman has crossed the Channel first on 
aeroplane. “ Infidel ” France is well to the front agalD: 
She often is. British piety ought to go in for a dal 0 
humiliation. Or should it be a day of commination ?

Considering the complexion of its readers, the 
Chronicle can hardly help maintaining its reputation 10 
Christian piety. But the members of its staff, being men 0 
education and intelligence, cannot possibly share the snper 
stition of the public they have to write for. Every now a° 
then they ray out a gleam of thoir own mentality- . 
reviewing the second volume of Dr. Westermarck’s 
and Development of Moral Ideas, the writer refers to » 
diversity of sex conditions in various parts of the world. 
under various economic conditions, and concludes : 11 Bat “ j 
conventional views which cannot penetrate beyond Eden » 
Cana of Galilee will hold the field until the ecclesi®8® 
mind becomes impregnated with the facts so skilfully 
shalled in this exhaustive and entertaining study.” f 1. ¡| 
and Cana of Galilee 1 In other words, Moses and Cnfl j 
And the final reflection is—though we make it, and 
the reviewer—that Moses and Christ are both leg®0“ 
characters.

The Lord Chief Justice should not have talked in that 
way to Madar Lai Dhingra in sentencing him to be hanged 
by the neck till he was dead—with the regulation (hypo
critical) addendum, “ May the Lord have mercy on your 
soul! ” What was the use of telling the condemned man 
that he “ had been found guilty of brutal, cold-blooded 
murder upon a perfectly innocent man ” ? Such language 
could not possibly make any impression on the prisoner in the 
dock. He looked at the matter from a totally different point 
of view. “ I am proud,” he replied, “ to have the honor to 
lay down my humble life for my country.” Of course he 
was wrong. Assassination will not help India to self- 
government. The young Indian is mistaken. He is 
scarcely sane. He is obsessed by a certain idea ; instead of 
his having the idea, the idea has him. Yet, after all, he was 
giving his life to i t ; and the Englishman on the bench ought 
not to have preached as he did at the Indian in the dock. 
Besides, the “ heathen ” prisoner might have told the Chris
tian judge, if discussion had been permitted, that the Bible 
justifies assassination, and that Englishmen still living have 
suffered imprisonment for bringing the Bible (as their indict
ment declared) into “ disbelief and contempt.”

Take the case of Ehud, who was “ raised up ” to deliver 
Israel. He paid a friendly visit to Eglon, king of Moab, and 
obtained a private interview. “ I have a message from God 
unto thee,” said Ehud. Eglon rose to receive it, and God's 
message was soon in his belly, in the shape of a dagger 
which Ehud had concealed on his person. Now, as the Lord 
“ raised ” up this " deliverer ” of Israel, wo are entitled to 
assume that the Biblo deity instigated the assassination.

We were turning over tho pagos of ono of Thomas 
Fuller’s books only yesterday, and we smiled on coming 
across his pious reference to Ehud in a Christening Sermon. 
Fuller was a great writer ; ho was one of tho mon of genius 
in the history of tho Church of England. Ho was wise and 
w itty; ho was also humane. But he was a Christian; he 
believed tho Bible to bo really the Word of God; and 
ho regardod all its assassinations as entirely just and 
righteous. “ Gaze, then, no longer,” he exclaims, “ on 
Ehud’s hand, for that was lame; or on his dagger, for that 
was short; but look on God’s finger in Ehud’s hand, and 
that can work wonders." God’s finger in Ehud's hand was 
a dagger ! It is difficult to see how Dhingra could say any
thing worse than that.

Wo have tho groatost rospoct for Mr. W. T. Stead’s 
generous impulses, and wo wish wo could always have 
tho same respect for his judgment. Ho argues that “ con
sideration of justice, policy, and mercy justify tho commuta
tion of Dhingra's sentence.” But why mercy ! Mr. Stead 
himself says, in tho vory samo lettor, that ” a lifo-long 
sentence of incarceration would bo much more punitive 
than tho short, sharp shrift of the gallows." Moreover, the 
argument that Dhingra should not bo given tho 11 crown of 
martyrdom " that ho wishes is an admission that his crime 
was political. Mr. Stead is obviously arguing from various, 
and contradictory, points of viow. Tho really sensible 
scntcnco in his lottor is tho statemont that Dhingra is 
“ politically insano.” A treatmont of tho case as patho
logical may bo tho boat policy, though it would bo very 
foolish to suppose that this will stave off tho ultimato pro
blem of India, which is simply ono itom in tho gonorol rela
tions betwoon Christian Europo and Hoathcn Asia.

shouldWe are glad to see Mr. John Dillon, M.P., 
against priestly interference with politics. We ■=—- , ¡„ 
still more glad if Mr. Dillon would make tho same Pr0“®9 je. 
Ireland. To make it at tho Holborn Restaurant, wit ^  
gard to the Dumfries election, is not sufficient. The Ca 
lie Church has ruled Ireland with a rod of iron 
the death of Parnell, who was hated by the priests, 
the disclosures in the divorce court, but because 1 6 
rescued the Irish Party from clerical control.

*” U  *5bad

Lincoln Baptist Church, 
in cages helping the organ 
to come in ” is a played out text, 
into church nowadays.

Cincinnati, has had forty canaric» 
and the choir. 11 Compel tbe® 

Poople havo to be tickfp

that bo
Tho silly editor of a silly weekly paper says  ̂ lu“y of 

called at Smith snd Son’s, Straud, for his “ usual ’ ^
last week’s Freethinker, and could not be supplied >' 
congratulates himself on his vaporings having 1jro0te'a 
Messrs. Smith and Son to cease supplying “ Mr- yiy 
blasphemous journal." On inquiry we loam that 
editor could not get the Freethinker simply because ^ ^  
sold out when ho applied for it. So ho will be ab o 
his “ usual ” copy in future if he applies for it in time.

We havo heard of 11 Silly Suffolk,” but they ®r̂ .arted 
calling it “ Holy Suffolk ” because General Booth n „ ^
i , : -  -  -—  a----------- A— a u« a — Ti nt  “  8l*v rnhfl’his new motor-car trip in that county. But 
“ holy ” are, after all, not as different as they 1° 
have such a lot in common.

Tli0?

BSVi'1
Several Baptist churches, in towns along tb e^  pjcUic

and Mexico line, combined in a young people - - 
Palacios, a seaside resort on Matagorda Bay, abo

,rm, and * £ yi(Jene*
miles south-west of Galveston. An 
tent was blown down in a sudden storm 
and seventy of tho party wero killed. More

ef
. father Costanzo Albasini, a Franciscan friar, was de ,0. 
mg a missionary magic-lantern lecture at Valle San ^  
lomeo, near Alessandria, in Italy, when a side wa» b„ry 
building gavo way and tho whole structure collaP^0’. ^  
mg 3o0 people in a vault fifteen foot bolow. fforty 

removed to hospital with dangerouswere
noarly everybody sustained cuts, bruises, or 
“ Providence " again 1

Forty
injiifi£
brok®11

Right Rov. Thomas William Wilkinson,rRo,liaj>f tbej* \  
Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle, loft -£40, /•’ for #|)J 
any truth in tho religion ho taught, we P'jy ¡fl liig0 
with Dives in a placo whoro tho tempera 
wator is vory scarco.

Who cries that Go âd®' 
Hath damn'd to doath ono living s°u cn(j 
And doom’d to ponal tormont withou ^
Ono Spirit for tho ovils wrought in 1 
Hath nrndo of Him a Domou Infiniynnd bo*0' 
Compared with whom tho blackest * . qoo
Is a bright Angel 1 And who holds ^  >vr° ° 
Avonges wrongs, as though lliniso* ob)0>
With lightnings that afflict but not 1 oVvi). 0fi. 
Crowns tho All-wiso with folly ^ ° (jorick
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements

ePtember 5, 12, 19, 26, St. James’s Hall, London.
t f r 3. Glasgow; 10, Leicester; 17, 24, and 31, St. James’s 
Qall> London.
overaber 7, Manchester.

To Correspondents.

President’■t re— s Honorarium F und : Annual Subscriptions.—
R P10̂ sly acknowledged, £229 5s. 6d. Received since.— 

It D >'TMlles- ls- i W. A. Yates,• r. Mires.—.t 3 s.; Elizabeth Lechmere, 10s. 
°n# , —• —Pleased to have such an encouraging letter from
and ■< r j  e*6hteen months ago, was a Sunday-school teacher 

g, £ “aa salvation pretty badly.” 
g'CTTE'Et,s'—Qu>te well, thanks. 

qniteC.?iF®— Readers don’t annoy us by sending suggestions ; 
everytl • con*‘rary ; only a fool thinks he knows and sees 
that or-̂ n '̂ Tes, Ward Beecher did introduce Ingersoll on 
langUagea?I°n as “ tho greatest orator speaking the English

’̂1 Jacob - q
j, '  ”ee paragraph. Thanks.

to an„: KC80l’T-—Shall be sent as requested. It is impossible 
IV. p “*Wer y°nr question, 
ty. A. —Many thanks for cuttings.
U. p t. 88— Your good wishes are welcome.

^ e e t , r Eki(New York).—It is good of you to remember the 
have so , 11 canse in old England so generously; you, who 

T. J, tu. any claims upon you, in your own land.i> . ’’ILLIatitc. m_ ................ In our next.U. Levv̂ vt518'—Tuesday morning is too late
^iBEiiTr r‘ Foote wil1 repIy-°f women ĉaMERE-—Thanks for the postcards. The accession 

. p ° our ranks is indeed a good omen.G.p• I', g  , iaiiKs is maeea a good
Will y0l, ?Gcuskey.—Always pleased to see your handwriting, 
Board m- .. triend Tucker that we shall be writing him after 

j - J W  t t,n8 on Thursday ?
Taj NiT,̂ ~Eeceived-
. W a r  ®KCCLA® Society's office is at 2 Newcastle-street, 
Ta® Seou tr0et E-C-

^arriucdrin ®0CIETT> Limited, office is at 2 Newcastle-street, s>u°n-street, E.C.
Editor of the Freethinker should be addressedr C(ewf>nc.*i “no rrenninxcr sno

*?lDR* Not: Stree*’ ®'arr‘n8d°n-street, E.O.
ĵ tBet, E°r mU8t reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon- 

i8aaerted. ’ ” by first post Tuesday, or they will not be

j.'hRrkinĝ v senfi us newspapers would enhance the favor by■ P&SSRHP.R fr\ toVlidVl Hi QTT nrinVi nfl In /«nil oHnntinv.for
f ° neer

c passages to which they wish us to call attention, 
literature should be. ‘“leer pr. a“nre should be sent to the Manager of the 

K not to a . \ t .  Rowcastle-street, Farringdon street, E.C., 
rem’tt'0

Tse ^ & „ ^ V Uera‘Ure by atamPa aro specially requested

lOa°e’ P o s ? t WU1 bo forwarded direot from the publishing 
So. ’ 6a-l half vJ„at,the following rates, prepaid:—One year, 

t'*. °e a year, 5a. 3d. . three months, 2s. 8d.r. 0i Ad® ’ ‘ oa‘ • turee montns, as. sd.
4 .^ 8  ten woidaMMT8:TiThirty words’ l8’ 6d’:

¿¿rW f ‘

every suc-
Diiplayed Advertisements :—One inch, 

repetition^11' 8̂‘ d̂' ' 00 ûmn> ®a‘ Speoial

lactnlldoh Ereetl • 
th oj68 >o April + .®rs who attended Mr. Foote’s course of 
?Qae s  0 aUemWi i.110 beautiful now St. James’s Hall, and 
Nop ’ *¡11 be t * le Thomas Paine Celobration there on 
'»g WtCUt°d bv%) o know that this fine meeting-place has 
t» y to > ea durm„obecular Society, Ltd., for Sunday ovon- 

Win ?rkuP tinrfri ^°Ptombor and Octobor. Mr. Foote will
”Qpda . aWav au<Iiences during tho whole of September.

|h  October G -ass° w aQd Leicester—the first two” *
o 8,tforiv,Cohen"Uat?A' T*id this will afford an opportunity for
‘ae Sn *bich t O °yd to occupy tho St. James’s Hall 

uud- ' nr -----  - M
i

Which
r>g’ilarQ-Clay oven in c?urao' thoy will do more frequently if 

for'fi^titution  ̂ !®cturos there can bo developed into a 
the rest r‘ Toote will return to St. James’s

1 the Sundays in Octobor.
^tr,

n0,ia(laVoOp J,
ation
ho hesSit°t° tho principal socrets of succoss. 

„.R ation, therefore, in trusting that tho
St. James’s Hall

reettiinVn-— “> tuereiore, i 
p ake tbn t̂eihber an8!^ ^  concentrate

a e°lures October. Mr. Footo, on his part, will 
inP1’1*!« Ri?ecial con«»®0^  as he can. Ho is, indcod, pro- 

° theit ^  that his ° ?? lectures for tho occasion. And ho 
sharo of n, CO oagues will put their very boat work

o enterprise.

The St. James’s Hall meetings will, of course, be exten
sively advertised. The Secular Society, Ltd., regards the 
extra advertising as an investment for the ultimate good of 
the movement. But this must not prevent the “ saints ” 
from doing all they can to secure a big success. We rely on 
their advertising the lectures among their friends and 
acquaintances. Neat printed announcements for general 
circulation will be obtainable from Miss Vance, at 2 New
castle-street, E.C.

A Branch of the N. S. S. is being formed at Bishop Auck
land. A lady is going to be the secretary. We understand 
that Mr. Wishart has been engaged to deliver two open-air 
lectures in Shildon Market Place, on Sunday, August 15.

“ The nameB of great and weU-known men are sometimes 
bequeathed to Freethought through some act in which they 
do not let their right hand know what their left hand doeth. 
Thus Edward Everett Hale contributed through the Paine 
Memorial Society to the rescue of the character of Paine 
from Christian obloquy; and George Meredith, England's 
foremost man of letters, gave his cheque and his name to 
the support of the most pronounced Freethought paper in 
that country.”— Truthseeker (New York).

A great Christian demonstration was advertised to take 
place on Parliament Hill Fields on Sunday afternoon, and a 
dozen clergymen, including an Archdeacon, were pressed into 
the Lord’s service for the occasion. It happened that a 
Secular demonstration took place there at the same time, 
organised by the North London Branch,—Mr. Wilson lending 
a brake and a handsome pair of horses, and the speakers 
being Messrs. Allison, Ramsey, Saphin, Hyatt, Cook, and 
Farrier. Now it also happened that the Secular platform 
was surrounded by a vast enthusiastic crowd, while the 
Christian platform was nearly deserted.

Wo print in another part of this week's Freethinker an 
appeal which is being made on behalf of Mr. Harry Boulter. 
It appears that he is practically black-listod in his (tailoring) 
trade. We are not astonished at this display of Christian 
bigotry, although we regret i t ; and wo should be glad to see 
Mr. Boulter set up in a small business of his own, which 
might enable him to earn a livelihood, and perhaps grow 
into something better. Whatever may be said of Mr. 
Boulter’s style of advocacy, the fact remains that he would 
never have been prosecuted and imprisoned for it if he had 
not been a Freethinker. As a Christian, he might have used 
any language with perfect impunity. He is a victim of tho 
Blasphemy Laws, and the Blasphemy Laws are in their very 
nature invidious and persecuting. On that ground, and on 
that ground alone, we trust that the appeal for Mr. Boulter 
will elicit a reasonable response. We may add that Mr. 
Evans, the treasurer of the fund, is thoroughly trustworthy 
as a Freethinker, and in every other respect.

There seems to be an impression that cheap editions of 
Paine’s Age of Reason are novelties. Certainly no sixpenny 
edition of that immortal work was ever so well got-up and 
so well edited as the Twentieth Century Edition (with a 
really fine portrait of Paine on the cover) issued by the 
Secular Society, Limited. Another sixpenny edition was 
brought out somo years afterwards, but tho Twentieth 
Century Edition easily maintains priority in other respects 
as well as in point of time. Mr. Foote contributed several 
pages of Notes to it, and a sixteen-page Life of Paine, which 
tho late G. J. Holyoake called “ masterly.” But that was, 
after all, not the first cheap edition of the Age of Reason. 
Paine published all his own writings at very low prices. 
Having other means of livelihood, he did not aim at making 
any profit by his pen, and therefore his publications were sold 
at a price which covered the cost of production. Richard 
Garble published various editions of the Age of Reason. 
One of them was printed in fine large type at tho price of 
several shillings. At the other extreme was a pretty little 
pocket edition, which contained both parts of that work, 
and the pieces that Eaton put together and called the third 
part, though it is really nothing of tho kind. Carlile called 
this pocket volume The Theological Works of Thomas Paine. 
Tho typo is very small, but readable, being well printed on 
good paper,—no bad paper being made in those days. Tho 
frontispiece is an exquisite engraving by G. F. Phillips of 
Romney’s portrait of Paine. This is faced by a satirical 
picture of the Bishop of Llandaff (Watson, who answered 
Paine) walking off with a tithe sheaf of corn under one arm, 
and a tithe lamb under tho other. As our copy of this 
edition is bound, wo do not know what price, if any, was 
printod on tho cover, yet wo presume it was but little. The 
pages measure five inches by two and three-quarters. We 
havo heard that a very large number of copies were sold. 
Tho little book is dated 1822.
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The Narratives in Genesis—YI1I.

T h e  Gheat  D e l u g e  F ic tio n .
(Continued from p. 476.)

T h e  Bible story of the Flood, like that of the 
Creation, is nothing but pure fiction. The proof of 
this fact is contained in the narrative itself, and is 
therefore open to all unprejudiced readers endowed 
with a modicum of common sense. In considering 
this alleged event I shall take the two accounts as 
one, and will notice chiefly the manifest impossi
bilities involved-—of which the writers apparently 
were serenely unconscious.

According to the story, “ the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth,” and "the Lord,” in con
sequence, decided to destroy all living creatures by 
a flood. All the animal creation—except the fishes 
who preyed one upon another—were to be extermi
nated beoause the Lord found that man had turned 
out worse than he had expected. Only the family of 
one man, Noah, who had “ found grace in the eyes of 
the Lord,” was to be saved, and of the animals two 
of every kind of bird, beast, and creeping thing. 
For this purpose Noah was commanded to build an 
ark of three stories, each to be divided into numerous 
compartments for the accommodation of himself and 
the animals. Respecting the latter he received two 
contradictory commands, and, wonderful to relate, 
he executed both. Noah, at this time, was 600 years 
old; each of his eons wa3 100 years old, all three 
having wives, but no children.

When the ark was finished, Noah and his family 
and two of every kind of bird, beast, and creeping 
thing (male and female) entered ; then “ the Lord 
shut him in.” The writer does not tell us how 
Noah got together a pair of every kind of animal, or 
how he managed to persuade them to go into the 
ark. Neither does ho say how Noah selected the 
male and female of such small deer as lizards, snails, 
beetles, etc. Did that ancient patriarch know, for 
instance, that the male lizard had a broad and flat 
tail and the female a round and narrow one ?

The sacred writer treats the Deluge as a perfectly 
natural event, though exceptional: he certainly did 
not know that his story, if true, would necessitate a 
succession of miracles such as the world has never 
witnessed before or since. The first of these is, as 
to where the immense body of water, rising to the 
height of 8£ miles above the present sea level, came 
from. Nothing loss than this quantity would be 
necessary. It is distinctly stated that “ the waters 
prevailed exceedingly upon the earth ; and all the high 
mountains that were under the whole heaven, were 
covered," and that “ all flesh that moved upon the
earth...... died.” Such language is too clear to be
mistaken. Tho water, therefore, rose above the 
highest point of tho Himalayas (i c., 29,000 feet, or 
51 miles), and when after five months it had some
what subsided, it left tho ark resting upon Mount 
Ararat (17,260 feet)—that is to say, 8} miles above 
the level of tho sea. The last-named figure is the 
lowest at which the height to which tho water rose 
can bo placed ; for the writer knew, or had hoard of, 
a high mountain called Ararat. We thus got some 
idea of what ho intended his readors to understand— 
and believe.

Many Christian apologists contend that the Bible 
Deluge was a local flood, and that only a small por
tion of the earth—which, they say, contained all the 
then inhabitants of tho globe—was submerged. Such 
a position is, howovor, altogether untenable. Had 
Buch been the case, another miracle would be neces
sary—that of an immense body of water covering a 
comparatively small portion of land, standing up like 
a plateau or table land to the height of 8{ miles, 
without anything solid surrounding it to keep it 
heaped up in that position. If, again, tho Delugo 
was a local flood, tho building of an ark was unneces
sary ; all Noah had to do was to take a journey, 
accompanied by his family and menagerie, beyond 
the limits ol tho doomed region.

The supporters of a local deluge, when driven foto 
a corner by tho evident impossibilities connects 
with such a theory, make a final effort to render1 
possible. Some of these perverters of the B*“le 
story assert that the ground within a certain are1’ 
presumably where everybody lived at that time, wajj 
suddenly depressed a considerable distance below tn 
surrounding land, and the hollow thus formed wa 
somehow filled with water. At the end of the yeaf 
the district under water was raised to its for® 
level. Could anything be more simple ? Noting 
surely—except, perhaps, a hydraulic lift. B°> 
absurd as the idea is, this kind of a Flood would a® 
destroy all animal life, even in that partica 
locality. Many of the people would, either J 
swimming or clinging to floating timber, manago 
reach the edge of the lake, and clamber out. , 
quadrupeds, save perhaps the camel, can swim>ft̂  
many of these—and nearly all the feathered 
would escape to land. The idea is really too rid* 
Ions to be considered seriously. Moreover, as in 
last case, no ark was required : Noah and his an*®1 
might have made an excursion to another distric • 

Setting aside this apologetic trifling, it is Perieu0i- 
plain that the sacred writers were speaking of a 1 
versal deluge: tho whole tone of the narrative Vr0̂  
this—and here we return to the question, Where ^ 
the water come from ? All the oceans and seas ^ 
the globe represent a surface of about 145,000,0 ^
square miles, with an average depth of 15|00 ¿er 
But to cover Mount Ararat another body of 
would have to be superposed upon these 145 ® ^  
square miles of water, which should reach 0 * 
height of 17,260 feet (plus 15 cubits)—that is fat 
8} miles ; and, in addition, this second body o ' 0[
would havo to cover the 52,000,000 square nl’vatgr 
land to tho same height. Hence, to supply th® \.gr 
required for the Biblical Flood, a fresh body o 
of nearly twice the bulk of all tho existing ocea 
seas would have to be created or somehow a 
into existence. Whence was such an imrnen8 
of water procured ? aiu of

This difficulty, which to anyone with a g ^  to 
sense appears insurmountable, was no diu*c ^ g t  
tho sacred writer. Were there not oceans 0 re
stored above the firmament? Could not t[0& 
straints (Job xxxviii. 8-11) which kept the Beo[0 
overflowing tho land be removed ? What ®readneeded? Apparently nothing ; for wo in tli«

o*>“ In the six hundredth yoar of NoaiJ s -
second month, on tho seventeenth day of the ¿eep
the same day were all tho fountains of the Ste eggi‘. . ----were °P{g[tfbroken up, and the windows of lioavon 'vu‘an(] for“J 
And tho rain was upon tho earth forty days up w
nights.......and tho waters increased, and h*1 gD t**
ark.......And tho waters prevailed oxcoodiug*y
earth ; and all tho high mountains that " j.0js PrE
tho whole heaven woro covered.......And tbo „
vailed upon tho earth an hundred and fifty ‘

-it had 'otfiKf
The inspired writer was not aware—i® o0t ra¡ft]
revealed to h im -th a t tho rain alone could m  
the water a single foot; that after the small qD »1* 
of moisture held in solution in tho atinosp0 0Ote 
over the earth had once been preoipitate*^ 0 
could fall until a fresh supply had boon ^

ie clouds; that this fresh supply coD* 
obtained by evaporation from the water on W  clood 
that, in (act, the quantity that fell from tDf’ ¡gib1“ 
as rain was taken up again in the form of 
vapor, and after returning to tho earth as T>. at $  
more ascended as vapor, and so on, throng“ it 
whole forty days. Ho did not know t b f  
simp y a question of circulation and tbo 8,ueifb 
taking of less than six inchos of water over
Burfaco of tho globe.l ia ^° u*- uuo ^luuu, t fill?

Tbo next difficulty connected with , .
Flood—but which was no „ >  r k .
writer—was tho getting rid of the 5 oVer ao 
water which covered Mount Ararat (vl.̂ ”e)), B°he[0<e 
miles in height above tho prosont soa ■ fts v ¡̂<f 
loave tho oceans and seas at tho same n5 
tho Delugo. Tho narrator of the story 
this was done.



August l ,  1909 THE FR EETH IN K ER 491

And Elohim made a wind to pass over the earth, 
n<| *ko waters assuaged ; the fountains also of the deep 

u the windows of heaven wero stopped, and tho rain 
,rota heaven was restrained; and the waters returned 

off the earth continually : and after tho end of an
^undred and fifty days tho waters decreased.......And

0 Waters decreased continually until the tenth month 
••••••on the first day of the month were tho tops of tho

oontains seeD.......In the six hundredth and first year
L°t Noah’s life]....... in tho second month, on the seven

Pro Ŵen *̂etb day of the month was the earth dry.”
£be f°regoing it will be perceived that the 

dj8a r saw no difficulty in dispersing and causing to 
into e b̂° onorinous body of water he had called 
able pf„ * a?* -*-ke Process w as the simplest imagin 
open
able. ?• t 06, 5onn„ _ lr8“> the “ windows of heaven” which had been_ .___,, k, k VJIV » VU T» U*V<U JlllU MUUU
faff1]'Wero shut closely, so that no more rain could 
"the1?01 £be reservoirs above the firmament. Next, 
n° mo°Un̂ a*ns b̂e deep ” were stopped, bo that 
a winf6 Wâ er could issue from the oceans. Lastly, 
Water8 V̂ a made to pass over the surface of the 
that n result of the first two operations was
of tb00 ra°re water was added to increase the height 
taken Wâ er that covered the earth ; but none was 
attnogp)XVâ ’ Only by means of tho last named—the 
at all mro or wind—could the water be decreased 
^Press’ ke writer had probably often seen slight 
fallow’008 *n 'and transformed by rain into 
ofthe8e^00'8 °i water, and had also seen the water 
*ina. rjR00*8. disappear, chiefly by tho agency of tho 
to hitjj ae dissipation of the water of tho Flood was 
Very tun i.r? ^  a repetition of the process, only on a 
.The ¿ 7  lar8?r scale.
tke ®artl ’ °r w’nd> if moving over different parts of 
^ithin th W.0n'd bo of a different temperature—warm 
Perate ¡n° ^°Pic.s> cold towards the poles, and tem- 
^aorbed i 4 be intermediate regions. The vapor 
Prop0ttio ^  £bo a.tmosphero in each locality would be 
î Pable Df ,° its temperature, tho warm air being 
t ?8> air fk°ldicg more moisture than the cold, 

l own*11 a-̂ emPera^ure °f 118° can hold l-20th 
,,'̂ Otb • .^sigkt in solution; air at 8G° can hold 
! ree?-in»aU -at can hold l-80th ; air at 32° 
H era8e tR^°m^  can kold 1-lGOth. Taking tho 
1 ^°uld ,tl1f)erafure of the whole atmosphere at 59° 

to®'ght 0f 8_ caPable of holding l-80th of its own-sm nf 01 folding t  aBSum0item-i1. °i vapor in solution. I will qq
E° tho avera8e temperature to moistar0i

tbRC°n -aiD 1’34th °£ it9 ° T  WC rom tho surface of iv “e Weigkt of a column of air fr ileB\ ;8
oxacti eartk to the highest point (say> 1 ^ . n 0f
C w l  tbc same as th a t of a similar column 
hois: ®4 feet k igh  : i
Ovapoii.V'̂ th of its
> te r_ “10?  a«d hoi . hich the
'nsuir san3 no more. Tho wind, the ,the l ed ^ r i t -  —

84 feet8̂ ?  as thafc of a 
v„ In8 l-84t,K *, and since this air is capable of 

PQrati0n t ^s own weight, it can take up by 
)0r~'~and bold in solution one solid foot of

7*e wof VVfitedry aters to H l,ussca over tiie eartn and caused 
OfiH edace th« ,de* Wonld. »/ over 90° and perfectly 
t6oei' J ke atmn aiu r all.over tho globe by one foot 
P°h:V° ®o uior °Spaero> keing then saturated, could 

(cot tl tn°16̂ llr6 ! it could only give back a 
av6r talie it n Wh.0le) to tho ocean as rain, and 
at 5qJ>e temKorP .a8ain by evaporation. Putting the 
0ttho7 Xvkich nre °f tho Biblical wind, however, 
■fbtjg6 PelugG 8 ^ n k  nearer the mark—the water 
tody’ diinc.°iVd redcced by only a few inches. 
?8 W(lter rn ty- oi getting rid of this immense 
taVe  ̂ ky chains. Yet tho sacred writor tells 
Ĉtif U®tcoQgjj neans he has described (which wo 
’Ody last thGre<̂  £be water continued to decrease 
eaun ^ater eai't'k was left dry, as before. A 
'"tenran(l seasJ°p4 .i'w‘co tke capacity of all the
. ftv.r

8«v,

^*8teri seno P iuu uupuuiuy ui an #uc
P°veri>!Ce from °£ ^ho globe is first oallod intof>i» 41. nQwliswn  a * a. \ 1 .1
^ U e f ^ c th ^ '^ e s t

cowliere, and after it has stood 
mountains of the earth for

°d |"* “«CBon8 '6.18 8ect hack to nowhere. And this 
ibe 18 sa*̂  to ho tho inspired word of

Is, as to how the ark was to get
h.° laud * 'vero 0 °r^°r to rest upon it. Now, if 

. krenl- ntlr°ly covered with water, with 
eHula.r °G’e cCrro "f0*4 ckange tho direction of tho 

Clrcclati0nt8’ b̂ero would he a constant and 
n °f air resulting from tho heat

within the tropics and the rotation of the earth. A 
north-east wind from the North Pole, and a south
east wind from the South Pole, would set in towards 
the Equator, assuming more of a westerly course as 
they approached the tropics. These would be balanced 
by Return currents of air, in the higher strata of the 
atmosphere, flowing back towards the poles. The 
Ark, then, starting from the neighborhood of Armenia 
or Mesopotamia, would have been carried by the 
surface N.E. wind in a S.W. direction towards the 
Equator, and would there have entered the belt of 
Equatorial calms—where the N.E. and S.E. winds 
met and neutralised each other. Here it would 
remain, stationary or drifting in a westerly direction, 
and coming into frequent collisions with trees, 
floating timber, and the wreck of cities, which had 
also been carried into this latitude. Without the 
power of steam, the Ark could never, in the face of 
an adverse wind blowing from the N.E., have got 
back to Armenia, and have rested upon Mount Ararat, 
as stated in Genesis: and, as a consequence, Noah 
and his menagerie would never have been heard of 
again.

As a simple matter of fact, if such a body of water 
had been brought into existence of the height or 
depth described in Genesis, nothing could get rid of 
i t : it would he there to this day. Abracadabra>

(To be continued.)

God and the French Revolution.

In a lecture on “ Parliament and the People,” 
delivered at tho House of Lords under the auspices 
of tho Working Men’s Educational Association, Pro
fessor Howard Masterman is reported to have said 
that—

“ The real basis of tho French Revolution, although 
it was largely founded upon a repudiation of reh'gio°n, 
was, nevertheless, religious because the cousideration 
of the equality of man meant that to God one man 
was of the same value as any other man—no less, no 
more.”

If the Professor hy these remarks wishes to imply 
that the Fathers of the French Revolution based 
their doctrine of the equality of man upon a theo
cratic idea of the kind he specifies, or of any other 
sort, his statement is absolutely incorrect. The 
loaders of this movement believed like Spinoza that 
in a state of nature every man has a right to all 
things in so far as he is able to obtain them, but that 
in a social state this individual right is sacrificed by 
covenant for the common welfare. It is true that 
Spinoza regarded the forces of nature as absolutely 
identical with the power of God, but he denied that 
those forces are ruled by intelligence and will, or 
obey any principle except their inward necessity. 
This fact excludes him from a place among the 
Deists, and although for reasons not difficult to com
prehend he freely interlarded his lucubrations with 
the word “ God,” this subterfuge never for a moment 
misled tho orthodox, who from the very first per
ceived with an unerring instinct that his pious 
phraseology concealed an irreconcilable opposition to 
their tenets, and it is doubtful whether the most 
unscrupulous hack that over laid his gifts on the 
altar of a Christian Evidence Society has at any 
time ventured to cite him as a disinterested witness 
to divine truth.

On ono point it is certain that tho French philo
sophers differed from Spinoza, namely, in the asser
tion of certain rights as inalienable from the 
individual; and it was tho recovery of these rights 
by a return to nature which formed the theme of 
their most impassioned declamations. The truth of 
tho above remarks is so obvious to every student of 
tho subject, that when Professor Masterman talks 
about the real basis of the French Revolution being 
a religions basis wo can only suppose him to mean 
that although the leaders of the movement did not 
rest it upon such a basis as they might have done
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so, had they desired. In his opinion, this basis is 
the doctrine “ that to God one man is of the same 
value as any other man,” by which he evidently 
wishes to imply by that as men are the children of a 
common Father in Heaven they must possess equal 
rights upon earth. We think the principle here 
enunciated would have afforded much innocent enter
tainment to the friends of Baron d’Holbach and 
other gentlemen whose instructions and exhorta
tions were more or less responsible for the breaking 
up of the Bastille, though we do not deny that it 
might have found favor with certain simple-minded 
souls of a pietistic cast who, like Zavater, sympa
thised in fear and trembling with the march for 
liberty, and sought to bring it into line with their 
cherished beliefs by the discovery of a religious 
sanction ; but sooth to say these persons counted for 
little or nothing in the tumultuous progress of that 
fervid time. As to the principle alleged, namely, 
the equality of man deduced from the fact that all 
men are the sons of God and therefore equal in his 
sight, it could never have imposed upon the clear 
and fearless thinkers to whom it is imputed, since 
they would have seen at once that although the off
spring of a common Nature, using the word to mean 
the collectivity of intelligent forces, might claim 
equal rights, such a claim could not be urged on 
behalf of beings whose origin is referable to the 
activity of a power endowed with intelligence and 
will, qualities implied to the fullest extent in the idea 
of a Heavenly Father. For even earthly fathers are 
acknowledged to be under no obligation to deal in 
one and the same way with all their children, which 
they would be bound to do if the latter had equal 
rights, and the same discretionary faculty must 
appertain in yet larger measure to an all-wise pro
genitor. This fact did not escape the notice of some 
of the acutest logicians the Church has ever had, 
and from St. Paul downwards there have been those, 
and not a few either, who have boldly affirmed the 
partiality of the divine patronage as the best expla
nation of the difference in human destiny when 
interpreted by the theory of an over-ruling Provi
dence. After all, why should God not love Jacob and 
hate Esau before either of them were born if it 
pleased him to do so; and what evidence have we 
that all men are of the same value in his eyes ? 
Perhaps our Professor has been privy to the councils 
of the Trinity and can explain the matter.

Another point in this interesting discourse is a 
weighty distinction drawn between “ the equality of 
m an” and “ the equality of man in the essential 
things that make him a man ”—the former in careful 
avoidance of the latter being according to Dr. 
Masterman’s opinion the fundamental principle of 
the French Revolution. We have no desire to appear 
irreverent to a learned and respectable pedagogue, 
but we cannot refrain from observing that the quibble 
just quoted irresistibly calls to mind a certain com
ment made by Mr. Shandy when a similar distinction 
was raised by his amiable spouse on the occasion of 
one of their beds of justice. For if the essentials 
of a thing constitute the thing itself, which no one 
doubts, then “ the equality of man in the essential 
things that make him a man ” must be the same as 
“ the equality of man ” absolutely, the question being 
one of essentials and not of accidentals. It seems 
that the Professor wished to make a distinction of 
Borne kind, and probably he meant that there is a 
difference between the absolute and the relative 
equality of man, or in other words between an 
equality unlimited in any respect and an equality 
existing only in certain respects. By a strange con
fusion of thought, whilst intending to set forth the 
latter as the true kind of equality, he establishes the 
former as the only logical variety. It would have 
been indelicate to teach in the House of Lords the 
startling doctrine of absolute equality, so this idea 
was put in masquerade as “ the equality of man,” 
and said to be something quite different from “ the 
equality of man in the essential things that make 
him a man,” the one being dismissed as false and 
dangerous, and the other accepted as true and whole

some, whereas in reality they are simply <3'®er 
expressions for the very same thing.

The Professor is right in declaring that 
French Revolutionists repudiated religion.  ̂
fathers of the movement knew that the clergy " 
the aristocracy are the natural foes of democr _8 
progress, because the spread of knowledge, wh'c 
alike the condition and the effect of this pr°Sr^  
tends inevitably to undermine the authority ot ^ 
priest and to curtail the privileges of the 00 ’ 
whilst it impoverishes them both in various ^ ^  
Acting fearlessly on this perception, the lead0* 9 
the French Revolution laid the axe at encunflbra 
in a manner which has crippled all subsequ00 ¡r 
actions and assisted all subsequent reforms in 
native land, besides exercising a salutory inn0 , 
throughout the world. This olarity of insight ^
foresight, and this breadth and thoroughness ^
method, is what has made the French Revoluti 
so much greater and farther-reaching benefit 
was the English Revolution of the century pr0°e ^ 
it. Cromwell and his compeers had no grasp̂ ê 
principles. They restricted their efforts to 8 
remediation of what they called abuses, regal 
of the fact that these alleged abuses wer0 if 
natural outcome of a particular system wbi° ^  & 
allowed to remain, would engender similar evi {, 
future date. The course adopted by them m .0fl, 
ence to religion is a striking instance of this  ̂
tive mode of treatment. They and their father  ̂
long suffered from the tyranny and extortion• P 
tised upon them by the officials and euppor 
the Established Church, yet, despite the faC  ̂
the greater part of their suffering had been en̂  ^  
at the hands of men conspicuous for piety, zea ’¡8ed 
knowledge of divine lore, they never oncesui 
that the persecution inflicted by these saint y v 
sons was the inevitable fruit of religious P1'1® ^  
flourishing under the congenial influence of te fl 
power and authority. Hence, instead of 
formal repudiation of religion, accompam® 
enforced by the withdrawal of State supp°r ^  ®H 
all churches, and the seizure and alienation 
ecclesiastical property of whatever kind, whic reii 
have gone right to the root of the evil and■ 
future ages a world of trouble and bitter str1 ’ 0fS, 
contented themselves by ousting their °PPr erJts» 
getting into the vacant offices and 
changing here and there the forms of i n V /  
seeking to outvie their vanquished foes 1 gjiift 
austerity. This procedure, as is easy to i rjfces> 
caused an increase in the affluence of nyP® 0l.00- 
changed the roles of the persecutors and th y of 
cuted without improving either, and left a °-ieS. 
reprisals and contentions to the coming cent

In one affair, however, the Reformers egeds 
period furnished an exam ple of the beneflcia 
of thoroughness. The dethronem ent and d j0fen̂  
tion of Charles I., though followed by a ¿|(| 
m onarchical reaction under h is son, Char.108 era 0 
not lose its  exem plary influence on future a 0fcbeJ 
crown privileges, as plainly appeared when 
son, Jam es II., took the warning to heart, 
his head and a portion of h is dignity by a tP 
The conduct of the Frenoh R evolu tions  ̂
m atter of religion, though frustrated tbr 
intervention of Bonaparte, and stultified by L 
reactions, has, nevertheless, borne its Pr0Per^itb 
the recent D isestab lishm ent of the Church,ffnrt tD fijiprofound disorganisation of religious euu 0 v 
effected. The bread was cast with fa 
waters, and it has been found again, nn IK 
ever, after many days. Precept, exampl0’ g. 
prestige of a glorious tradition is the gift tb®if 0  
by the French Reformers of the past to 
tenty as a possession to be guarded an 
throughout the ages, and to-day their d0̂  gjoth 
show themselves to be no unvigilant 0 
stewards of that precious heritage.

ELIJAH

nover may boliove these antique fablos.-
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Mr. Harry Boulter: An Appeal.
TheaQd IVi'60̂  PnWica,ti°n by the newspapers,
the 1,8 .rePro<3uction by the tailoring journals, of 
^  Particulars of the recent blasphemy trial and 
g0Qie,nce>-bas been to practically blacklist Mr. Harry 
C0Q er io his profession. This is far worse, of 
serin6’ ^ an month’s imprisonment, and 

^ matter for him and his family
is a

Ho„lt friends have started a fund to enable Mr. 
if  ̂ or f° open a small tailoring business, where, 
PatrnnC°^ e^ by Christians, he may obtain the 
abead ^  freethinkers. The sum of £10 is 
Who ar 1-0 ^an >̂ an<̂  the readers of the Freethinker, 
leave 0° 1D symPatby with the proposal, are asked to 
of thaV vi^ subscriptions—which, by the kindness 
^inker-Zfo °r’ be a°bnowledged in the Free-

N. J. EVANS, Honorary Treasurer.
State 0lbce, 122 City-road, E.C.

Correspondence.

WHICH NEXT?
Sir T° THe editor of “ THE freeth in ker .”

b°odon P<fr°^ 08 °f your “ Acid Drop ” respecting the North 
}®g his _ ,lce ®uPerintendent and Gospel-shop runner send- 
boulteti u or(linates to Clapham Common to report Mr. 
Importers „ niay in*erest your readers to know that police 
b°Sd0n, a* j present at all meetings that I address in North 
''v*~ *  ̂ Dreanmo f.Vm an/ma annlipa ĵq 6tll6r FfG0-th,

lot°Dght
blood roore

adv ~ Presume the same applies 
3 ocates. The pious gentleman is evidently out

-u j JQ having captured one victim, he is anxious for 
he win ea f̂ appetite has grown by what it feeds on, 

J?°re Prepi,r.u , his hands with holy glee if he can lay a few 
6tahe and *ifrS by the heels, his only regret being that 

F* easiiv 1a ffi0 racb have gone out of fashion. And see 
® can gratify his truly Christian propensity for 

®0t»tarv ( picked Freethinker. A sympathetic Homo 
p has as much a canting humbug as his father

t0 h him carte blanche, so he can send his emis-
_to C l an<̂  reP°rt any Freethinker—at the public

,?ey wig nai an?, Part °f London. Being his subordinates, 
Will i , .Ura y hear what he wants them to, and hopes 

c .°aco o aear- an<I there you are.
8aAi'tla's ! bnfa ” me *be duty of the police was to catch 
8. .died therr, ®aoceeding grandmotherly governments have 
dQeiQ§ that ,,Wl , tho duty of looking after our morals, and 
t l /6a years ?, a° no*i stray from the narrow path. Some 
aJ111 pother i®° were instructed to catch stray dogs, 
enflVg spenf aY 8et them to stop betting, and we had the 
bonRaVorlDt> to10 * P°ll°emen dressed up as old women 
tioa ’ and UnCU .p Bome wretched “ tuppenny ha’penny” 
that8’ the no];,,_W’ Wlth the revival of the blasphemy prosecu- 
dw o£fenoe n 1H tn 
W, ’ ~ ""

T a? 18 t° be the judge as to what constitutes 
Y> With tho *rrn. 1CQao|ne a constable, detailed for this 

hoav^laster hirty-nine Articles in one pocket, the 
ttviai11 his hand i°S?10n °f haitli in another, and the Prayerbls hand 1 ? 01 * aitb in another, and the Prayer

^entallv t bs‘enffig to a Freethought lecturer, whilst 
V asianV ° mako sense of the damnation clauses ofV ^V asian

‘aUrty‘ No vvond66^’ an  ̂deciding what is, or is not, blas- 
T arer ! der they could not find the Camden Town

V i ^ d e r  wh
the |  ffiat all tld Wil1 bo the next victim. It is scarcely 
the V n t endmSlfPieParation ia for nothing. I hear that 
Hteat 0<ls’ at>d as 1 aas recelved much congratulation from 
Mil 1, Cotlsiderat; 116 can do it at other people’s expense—a 

av® to « „ °n wHh the godly —no doubt some of us 
go through it ”

W. J. R amsey.

Uodgi— «Sing th e  L ast D ay.

^'I'av^6 him Mr^vv^u- News a certain individual (wo will 
i 8 died ?|hngton Phibbs), solicitor and barrister-
V y  L‘d to the b, • a considerable sum of money to 
V o ta, Q-~d; ruiiig of his body, and the safe—exceed- 
S g h l8S ection « / °f tbo “ residue thereof.” By the 
V r 6 "Wanted t„°i 8afeguarding his “ remains,” it looks as 

y hiij of sinner8 the physical resurrection and the

a special/30 sea*ed in a glass jar, and this jar, 
y made porcelain vase, hermetically

sealed, were then to be deposited in a very substantially 
constructed vault of immense stability ; a mass of Portland 
cement was to be used, and the whole block, in the words of 
the legal testator, to “ remain there for ever.” Matthew 
Arnold says:—

“ ’Tis death 1 and peace, indeed, is here,
And ease from shame, and rest from fear.”

But these were not the words chosen for the inscription, and 
the admonition that the ashes should remain there for ever 
will hardly be an accomplished fact if the Bible be true. On 
the last day even stone coffins, metal caskets, glass bottles, 
and cement graves will have to give up their dead. Doubt
less when the last trump sounds the “ Assembly ” Mr, 
Phibbs, with the others, will have to come out and face the 
music in more ways than one.

At the resurrection, whoever may be deputed to collect 
the matter which originally composed our bodies, and put it 
together in the proper order to make us presentable to 
Jehovah, we don’t know. In Mr. Phibbs' case, Moses, who 
broke the original tables of stone, may prove a handy man. 
We can imagine the clergy having been dealt with first, and 
the lawyers taken second, and Jehovah looking round, and, 
failing to see Mr. Phibbs in his place with the others, send
ing Moses once more to bring him to the Judgment Seat. 
Some such colloquy as the following seems to suggest 
itself:—

Jehovah.—Now then, Moses, where is Wellington Phibbs ?
Moses.—Good Lord 1 I ’ve only got part of him. The rest 

is inside several pots and jars, and there’s so much cement I 
can’t make him hear—or he’s shamming, and won’t come 
out.

Jehovah.—We will see that he does come out. Take the 
pneumatic sledge-hammers and the steam-picks.

[A great noise from the steam-hammers is heard in 
the distance, after which Moses returns triumphantly 
leading Wellington Phibbs, with a roll of papers tied 
with red tape under his arm, to the chair.]

Jehovah.—What do you mean by not coming out when 
you heard the horn, Phibbs ?

Phibbs.—Well—er—your Lordship, I had been there so 
long, I—I—believed I had sole possession and the right of 
tenancy in perpetuity—I really thought it was the Salvation 
Army or someone practising the trombone—I—I—

Jehovah.—Don’t prevaricate, Phibbs. Did you intend, or 
not, to come out of it ?

Phibbs.—Well, I hardly thought your Lordship really 
meant it. Moreover, and notwithstanding (yawning), I'm 
hardly awake yet. A subject just awakened, as your Lord- 
ship will concede, cannot be legally responsible, and this 
gentleman (a'hem) evicted me so suddenly. With respect to 
the Court, if your Lordship will allow me to go back to pre
pare a draft-----

Jehovah.—Go back to prepare a draft! Not a bit of it. 
Take him to the Electric Arc, Moses, and let him feel the 
draught there; when he is thoroughly awake, bring him 
back” for judgment. Mindl I don’t forget that Wellington 
Phibbs was a solicitor and barrister-at-law, and we don’t 
stand any trifling with the Court here 1 ^

T he “ B la sp h em y ” D efence Fund.

Previously acknowledged : £16 13s. R. P. Miles, Is. ; 
S. E. Stevens, 2s. 6d.; Birmingham Branch (collection at 
Mr. H. P. Ward’s lecture, June 14), 8s. 6d.; Dr. E. B. Foote 
(New York), £2 2 s .; R. Young, 6s.; W. H. Wise, I s .; J. S. 
Barlow, 6d.; T. Taylor, 6d.; Mascos, Is .; R. B. Harrison, Is .; 
W. L. Rowe, I s .; J. Ange, 2s. 6d.; W. Leeson, 2 s .; S. 
Leeson, Is .; W. Wilber, I s .; Mr. and Mrs. Toll, I s .; T. and 
J. Richards, I s .; Clarke, 6d .; Mrs. Oldham, 6d.; Anony
mous 6d.

ICONOCLASTS CRICKET CLUB.
A very exciting match was played at Hanwell last Sunday 

versus Hanover C. C. The Iconoclasts, although winning 
eventually by 52 runs, had seven wickets down in their 
Becond innings for 22, when H. Blissett and G. Harvey made 
a fino stand, and put on 50 runs. Ford batted and bowled 
finoly in the first innings. Scores : Hanover, 36 and 52 ; 
Iconoclasts, 65 and 75 for 9.—Wm. E. Masters.

CHRISTIAN “ FATHERS” AND WOMAN.
Why was woman created at all ?—St. Augustine.
Marriage is not far removed from fornication.— Tertullian. 
She was not made in God’s image, like man.—St. Ambrose. 
Woman is the root of all evil— St. Jerome.
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¡SUNDAY L E C T U R E  NO TICES, eta.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday 
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.

BUSINESS CARDS.
Short advertisements are inserted under this heading at the 
of 2s. per half inch and 3s. 6d. per inch. No advertise®6̂  
under this heading can be less than 2s. or extend beyond o 

inch. Special terms for several continuous insertions.
O utdoor.

B ethnal G reen B ranch N. S. S. (Victoria Park, near the 
Fountain): 3.15 and 6.15, F. A. Davies, Lectures.

C amberwell B ranch N. 8. 8. (Brockwell Park) : 3.15 and 6.15, 
C. Cohen, Lectures.

K ingsland B ranch N. S. S. (Ridley-road). 11.30, F. Schaller, 
“ Christian Inconsistencies.”

N orth L ondon B ranch N. 8. 8. (Parliament Hill, Hampstead): 
3.30, R. H. Rosetti, “ The Sabbath.

W est H am B ranch N. 8. 8. (Outside Maryland Point Station, 
Btratford): 7, R. H. Rosetti, “ The Sabbath.”

W ood G reen B ranch N. 8. 8. (Spouters’ Corner) : 11.30, W. J. 
Ramsey, “ Where Angels Dwell.”

W oolwich B ranch N. 8. S. (Beresford-square) : 11.30, Howell 
Smith, B.A., a Lecture.

W est L ondon B ranch N. 8. 8. (Marble Arch, Hyde Park): 
H. B. Samuels, 11.30, “ The Authenticity of the Gospels” ; 
6 30, “ Mormonism and Woman Suffrage.”

CITY GENTLEMAN (Freethinker) receives few 
guests in liis privato house. Bath, piano, garden, ^ 
dinner. Moderate. Three minutes Willosdcu Junction 
5 Caple-road, Harlesdon.

SPEAKING PHOTOGRAPH of Urn latest blaspb^J 
prisoner, by the City Art Co. Profits to the “ B°a » 
Fund.” Po3t free fid.—II. B ooltkr, 21 Fairbank-sw'1' 
Hoxton.

“ We have received from the Pioneer Press a copy of a 
able book, entitled Ralph Cricklcwood, by Stephen Fitz- 
It gives a very vivid account of the mental evolution of 
man, who is convinced by study that many of his former ul/ 
beliefs are not founded on fact. We think wo are betray11" ,  
secret in saying this is the actual experience of the , 8j 
Persons of all shades of religious belief, and no religkm3 ”e j jjje 
all, may derive much intellectual benefit from a perusal o 
book.”—John Bull.

, rein91'*'’ 
Ötephe0' 
a clergy* 
religó

COUNTRY.
I ndoor.

L iverpool B ranch N. S. S. (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): 
7, H. Percy Ward, “ Christianity and Sex.”

Outdoor.
B ishop A uckland (Sheldon Market Place): H. S. Wishart, 

10.30, “ Christ—a False Guide”; 6.30, “ The New-Old Theo
logy—a New-Old Fraud.”

D alkeith (High-street) : Saturday, July 31, at 7, a Lecture.
E dinburgh S ecular Society : Leith Links, 2.30, a Lecture ; 

The Mound, 6.30, a Lecture.
L iverpool B ranch N. S. S. (Edge Hill Lamp): Wednesday, 

August 4, at 8, H. Percy Ward, a Lecture.
W igan B ranch N . S. S. (Market-square): Monday, August 2. 

at 8, H. Percy Ward, a Lecture.

Ralph Cricklewood,
A Twentieth Centupy Critical and Rati°n 

Exposé of Christian Mythology-
(In the F orm oe a N ovel.)

By STEPHEN FITZ-STEPHE1*’
A Well-Wisher of the Human Family-

388 pages, cloth. Price 3s. ®
Post Free.

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastlo-street, Farringdon-s

TRUE MORALITY;
Or, The Theory and Practice of Neo-Malthusianism,

IB, I B1LUCV1,

THE BEST BOOK
ON this subject.

Superfine Large-paper Edition, 176 pagee, with Portrait and Auto
graph, bound in cloth, gilt-lettered, poet free It .  a copy.

In order that it may have a large oiroulation, and to bring it 
within the reaoh of the poor, I have issued

A POPULAR EDITION IN PAPER COVERS.
A copy of this edition post free for 2d. A dozen oopies, for dis

tribution, post free for one shilling.
The National Reformer of September 4 , 1892, says: "Mr.

Holmes's pamphlet...... is an almost unezoeptional statement
of the Neo-Malthusianism theory and praotioe.......and through
out appeals to moral feeling.......The special value of Mr.
Holmes's servioo to the Neo-Malthusian oauso and to human 
well-being generally is jnet his oombination in his pamphlet 
of a plain statement of tho physical Bnd moral need for family 
limitation, with a plain aooount of the means by whioh it oan be 
aecared, and an offor to all aonoerned of the requisites at the 
lowest possible prices.”

The Oounoil of tho Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdalo, Dr. 
Allbutt, and others, have also Bpoken of it in very high terms. 

Ordert should be sent to the author,
J. R. HOLMES, EAST HANNEY, WANTAQE.

DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH
BY

G. W, FOOTE,
Being a Three Hours’ Address to tho Jury beforo the Lord 

Chief Justice of England, in answer to an Indictment 
for Blasphemy, on April 24, 1883.

With Special Preface and many Footnotes.

Price FOURPENCE. Post free FIYEPENCE.

N a tu ra l  Religion
OH

T H E  S E C R E T  O F  A L L  T H E  CR
BY

F. J. B.

E ED5’

:><lt ^0̂  J]1
Being an abbreviated rendering in English of the k° \
Dupuis, L'Origine dc tous les Cultes, first published^!^
which Robert Taylor, Logan Mitchell, and other a little f  r 
exponents of Christianity have so largely drawn. . ^a0ity A 0i
thoroughly explains the astronomical origin of Chi ^  ^,¡11 v 
manner which everyone may essily understand. ¡8kiBl? ¡¡¡i 
the deepest interest to Freethinkers and an ilS, iced 
opener to orthodox Christians. Its value is enn roducef  *... 
inclusion of three important plates from Dupuis, refLj, loA,nb 

difficulty) on India paper, which will not break '

d Sl
Bound in Cloth. Prioo Two

l ’ostago Twopence Extra.
S h itf1

T he P ioneer I’bess, 2 Newcaatlo-street, Farriufid®_

[TI0*
A N E W  (THE T H IR D ) ED 1

OF

FROM FICTION TO
By F. BONTE-

inited-)
(Issued by the Secular Society) ^ 1

REVISED AND EN 
SHOULD BE SCATTERED

SIX T Y -F O U R  p A E > Y '
P R I C E  O N E  P

. i Fart'11”T he P ioneer P ress, 2 N cw castlc-strcct, a
do»'

Tn* Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-atroot, Farringdon-stroit E.O.
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T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y ,
LIMITED

Oompany Limited by Guarantee

BegUtered Office—X NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, H.O, 

Chairman of Board of Direotore—Mm. G. W. FOOTE 

Secretary—B M. VANCE Miss),

Ï4II
relaialii°la*y waa ocmed tn 1899 t0 afford legal seonrity to Iho 

The M n and aPPffoation of funds for Seoular purposes. 
®*>iectaaem°randum °* Association sots forth that the Society's 
should Promoto tho prinoiple that human oonduot
Ba‘ntalb if 18ed nP°n natural knowledge, and not upon Buper- 
tnj 0. . ®*> aQd that human welfare in this world is the proper
To ptoal1, °n8h* and aotion. To promote freedom of inquiry, 
pleto on ° i nn‘ver8al Seoular Eduoation. To promote the oom- 
*ftwfui °alariaation of the State, eto., eto. And to do all suoh 
hold. te , 1 aa ar® oonduoive to suoh objeots. Also to have, 
01 bequoaiu8l an  ̂retain any sums of money paid, given, devisod, 
the u n i . 6d ky any person, and to employ the same for any of 

The P S  01 “>e Society.
honid a 1 >ty of members is limited to 21, In oase the Sooiety 

**abilitiaJet bo wcmnd np and the assets were insufficient to oover 
êmbfi-"8 most unlikely oontingenoy. 

ieatlv 0„iB pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent 
The & rlpti0n oi five shillings. 

l*rget nn°l8iiy baa a °°nsiderable number of members, but a muoh 
isined an,135801 ia desirable, and it is hoped that some will be 
h PartioiBpt1®0* ‘h°00 who read this announcement. All who join 

resouroB 8 *n tbe 00n*ro1 of Ha business and the trusteeship of 
l'oa that n0a' ia expressly provided in the Artioles of Assooia- 
the Booietv ^,e™ber- as suoh, shall derive any sort of profit from 
*ay wav r hy way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in

The £ , at°ver.
P*reotora ° °‘y'8 affairs are managod by an elected Board of 
',aWo mBmpnaiatinB °f not less than five and not more than 

oers, one-third o i whom rotire (by ballot) eaoh year

but are capable of re-election. An Annual Genera Meeting of 
members must be held in London, to receive the Report, elect 
new Directors, and transact any other business that may arises.

Being a duly registered body, the Seoular Sooiety, Limited, 
oan reoeive donations and bequests with absolute security. 
Those who are in a position to do so ore invited to make 
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society's favor in their 
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension. 
It is quite impossible to set aside suoh bequests. The executors 
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary course of 
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in 
oonneotion with any of the wills by whioh the Society has 
already been benefited.

The Society's solicitors ore Messrs. Harper and Battoook 23 
Rood-lane, Fenohuroh-street, London, E.O.

A. Form of Befueit.—The following is a sufficient form of 
bequest for Insertion in the wills of testators:—M I give and
" bequeath to the Secular Sooiety, Limited, the sum of £-----
" free from Legaoy Duty, and I direot that a receipt signed by 
"two members of the Board of the said Society and the Secretary 
" thereof shall be a good discharge to my Exeoutors for the 
" said Legaoy.”

FriendB of the Society who have remembered it in their wills, 
or who intend to do bo, should formally notify the Secretary of 
the taot, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will 
(if deBired) treat it as strictly confidential. This is not neoessary. 
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, and 
their oontents have to be established by competent testimony.

Under the Ban
T H E

of the London County Council.
P O P U L A R  E D I T I O N

(Revised and Enlarged)

u
OF

BIBLE ROMANCES”
BY

G. W. FOOTE.
With a Portrait of the Author

n opinion are being placod from day to day.
• 44 L arge D ouble-C olum n P a g e ., Good P rin t, Good Paper

* S I X P E N C E — N E T
^ ^ lOHEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARR1NGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.

^®hniniscenc6S o f Gha.rl6S Brndlnu^h
BY

ïhe
the /^ f i t u . G - W - F O O T E .

Sreat fjtirnate thing ever written abont Bradlaugh. Mr. Foote’s personal recollections of 
w. deatb c°ooclaBt ” during many exciting years, with a page on his attitude in the presence 

D account of his last appearance as President of the National Secular Society.

Is He d  a t  s i x p e n c e  r e d u c e d  t o  t w o p e n c e .
î ÏIhi (Postago Halfpenny.)

GNl3ER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FABRINGDON STBEET, LONDON E.C.
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A LIBERAL OFFER NOTHING LIKE IT.
Greatest Popular Family Reference Book and Sexology—Almost Given Away. A Million sold

at 3 and 4 dollars—Now Try it Yourself.
Insure Y our L ife —Y ou D ie  to  W in ; B uy th is  Book, Y ou L earn  to L ive.

Ignorance kills—knowledge saves—be wise in time. Men weaken, sicken, die-"1?, 
knowing how to live. “ Habits that enslave ” wreck thousands—young and ? ' 
Fathers fail, mothers are "bed-ridden,” babies die. Family feuds, marital miseWe 1 

divorces—even murders—All can be avoided by self-knowledge, self-control
You can discount heaven—dodge hell—here and now, by reading and applying Lj 
wisdom of this one book of 1,200 pages, 400 illustrations, 80 lithographs on 18 anaUW1 

color plates, and over 250 prescriptions.
OF COURSE YOU WANT TO KNOW WHAT EVERYONE OUGHT TO KN°ff'

T he Young—How to choose the best to m arry.
T he Married—Hew to be happy in marriage.
T he F ond P arent—How to have prize babies.
T he Mother—How to have them without pain.
T he Childless—H ow to be fruitful and multiply.
T he C urious—How they “ growed ” from germ-cell.
T he H ealthy—How to enjoy life and keep well.
T he I nvalid—How to brace up and keep well.

Whatever you'd ask a doctor you find herein, or (if not, Dr. F. will answer your inquiry free, any time),
Dr. Foote’s books have been the popular instructors of the masses in America for fifty years (often r e - w r i t t e n , i s
and always kept up-to-date).

, enlatf^
For twenty years they have sold largely (from London) to all countries where Eng -ee 

spoken, and everywhere highly praised. Last editions are best, largest, and most for the price. You may save tB ¿̂g, 
by not buying, and you may lose your life (or your wife or child) by not knowing some of the vitally important truths

Most Grateful Testimonials From Everywhere. t0 te
Panderma, Turkey: “ I can avow frankly there is rarefy

found such an interesting book as yours.”—K. H. W ^o\e 
The information therein has changed l

Gudivoda, India : “ It is a store of medical knowledge in plainest 
language, and every reader of English would be benefited 
by it.”—W. L. N.

Triplicane, India: “ I have gone through the book many times, 
and not only benefited myself but many friends also.”— 
G. W. T.

Calgary, Can. : -------------------- -------------------
idea of life—to be nobler and happier.”—D. N. M-. rjCe. 

Laverton, W. Aust. : “ I consider it worth ten times 
I have benefited much by it.”—R. M.

Somewhat Abridged Editions (800 pp. each) can be had in German, Swedish, Finnish, or Spa

Price EIGHT SHILLINGS by Mail to any Address.

O R D E R  O F  T H E  P I O N E E R  P R E S S ,
2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.C.

Single Suits
AT

Wholesale Prices.

A d vertis in g  Is no good unless backed up by 
good value for money.

GEO. JESSO P & SON, LTD.,
realise this, and as many readers 
of the “ Freethinker” have already 
proved, they more than fulfil what 

they claim to do.

5s. BOOTS. öS«
Post free.

post
, gtO^

We have just secured a Manufacture! ^
of Ladies’ and Girls’ footwear, which ^  ¿jje 
to offer readers of the “ Freethinker ^  ^  
exceptional figure of 5s. per pair, P

D escription.
200 pairs Ladies’ Black Glace Kid Boots, Lace.
500 ,, Black Box Calf Boots, Laco and Button.

,, Glace Six Bar Shoes.
,, Tan Glaco Six Bar Shoes.

Sites 2, 3, 4, 5, 0, and 7. putton
„ Girls’ Black Glaco Kid High Reg I50013’ fVp 

Patent Cap. tSl W e'
„ Girls’ Black Glaco Kid High

100
150 it

50

100
Cap.

Sizes 7, 8, 0, 10, U , 13'
and 1.

EVERY PA IR  FIVE S
j i l l i l ' *

l ö 

se n d  P ostcard  for
P a ttern s and S elf-m easurem ont Form .

y l9X ^  Jjt/'
P leaso  noto th ese  goods ‘u .̂j^gs 

P erfect, U nso iled , and F ir8^

GEO. JESSO P & SON, LTD.,
Clothing M anufacturers, 

B A T L E Y ,  Y O R K S H I R E .

Please mention this paper.

\£ del11As there Is sure to bo il t o ' ^  
for these bargains 80,1 

and so avoid disapP01

WHITEIIOUSE *  CO., HOOT F

Printed and Published by tho Pionsib Prims, 3 Nowcastlo-stroot, London, H.0-


