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He who saves the ivolf kills the sheep.
—V ictok Hugo.

his master, who pooh-poohed mysticism, derided the 
idea of a spiritual Deity, and declared that God was 
just as material as his worshipers.

II.

The Unknown God.

Mr.
^>e Known and God the Unknown. 

London ; a . C. Fifield.
By Samuel Butler.

Cove/lf11̂ 1*0 Shaw seems to think he has dis- 
nam . Mje late Samuel Butler—the second of that 
he }ja 10 English literature. I beg to assure him that 
kno ® done nothing of the kind. Butler was always
teader to elec^; say> the really 8ood
Berlin8’ dnd otdi f° r themselves what is of
iesont^ <Talue *n w0ldd °f books. Mr. Shaw 
Ibsen8 ' 0ackling8 ” about himself in relation to 
î flaen a Nietzsche; he protests that Butler has 
and th ° rT ̂ 's ^ er plays far more than the Norwegian 
as <«,G German. He speaks of The Way of All Flesh 
Qef>leet extraordinary study of English life," the 
Engii8h rf wkich “ drives one almost to despair of 
sold fa- p erature.” But the hook appears to have 
s3iti0ll ,r y WeH> and has just passed into a second 
it did n’ f80' ^ at ^ niust have found readers, even if 
ltiQ8naj ilQ̂  cribics; which, by the way, is not an 
lished °Ccurrence. I read it when it was pub- 
felish’ 8°iQe 0ix or seven years ago, with great 
^reethink  ̂ Pfinted some extracts from it in the 
bro6) Ql er- The appearance, much about tbe same 
^^'puhr0 amPlibed edition of Ercwhon, and the 
aPpear t ' Ĉ *on Ercwhon Eevisitcd, which also 
i?ader8 ° aave found purchasers and presumably 
boo. fn̂ Ua9i' have given a fillip to Butler’s reputa- 
a fresh ?• .̂ru^  about him, I take it, is that he had 
Hioh ¿e)ri û̂ la  ̂ mind distinctly turned to satire, in 
lfl 8Pite nf̂  si eve  ̂a 8reat success. I do not think, 
Ba,Pe stm r̂ r* Birrell, that Ercwhon is quite in the 
?Pleridid et Gulliver's Travels ; for Swift was a
: ? childr„ °fy ^?^er» and his niasterpiece can be read 
»1 6atire °  r?r narrative as well as by adults for 
a.ready ^  Ept the three great works of Butler’s, 
h>sti0gQi entioned, secure him, in my judgment, a 
8 °Verrun ■ Piaco in a field which is never likely to 

be v. ""'th dangerous competitors. That he will 
J*1 „ olar I do not believe, but I am sure heOf
Mu

---------- “" ‘ ‘" ’ “’ ver a select body-^ve a considerable in fluenc them selves,
,ead8rs, BOme 0f  w hom , b e in g  v o t e r s  

l W ? Bmit i t  t o  a  far w ider c irc le . B u tler  w
m C de8 being a  m an  ° t  ^  ’  0f  th e  o ldUav̂ ary  an d  irresponsible ch am p

5«
t S m .

_ am not 
in u - a*n n̂8> but he
Boot* to

Butler was a 
pre-

aware that he had 
took himself quite 
tho great Charlesopposition

idnb^ostrt00^,after book upon this subjeot proved 
8f L ^ k n o w - J ertility- What more they proved

lotion  c exc.ePt that Butler saw whioh theory 
Hn • Eni,.1 tei  ̂ *n best with his own ideas of God 
tha *®i I iran^60, Eut it happens that Mr. Shaw, 

Qtler wn°’ ^a^*er loss scientific (if anything)
,'“ '>“ »orka’at8atM the author of those anti- 

seriously as he took himself—  
enli t 7  ^ e  very same reason; for Mr. 

°£ ,?d aa a prophet, he celebrates tho
8COin Oeb8ion, calls himself a mystic, and 

aJthou i a*̂  t 1̂0 borde of miserable mate- 
fin at this point ho is at variance with

N

The contents of the little volume before us first 
appeared as a series of articles in the Examiner in 
May, June, and July, 1879. Butler revised them for 
publication, but it is evident fromp. 62 that he would 
have had to revise them again, and even to recon
struct the whole essay; for he had based his argu
ment on the distinction between the organic and the 
inorganic, and he subsequently found that this dis
tinction was imaginary. I do not know whether this 
illustration of Butler’s scientific accomplishments has 
in any degree shaken Mr. Shaw’s discipleship. I 
rather fancy not. But I should appreciate a little 
information on the point from his own lips. It 
would also be interesting to learn if Mr. Shaw 
accepts this conpendinm of Butler’s philosophy of 
religion. One would like to say one’s hardest things 
in the ears of the dead religionist, with a feeling that 
they applied just as well to the living religionist, to 
whom one could show the most pleasant politeness. 
Killing two birds with one stone has always been 
reckoned a more than allowable practice.

But before I go any further I must deliver myself 
of a horrid suspicion. Butler was a great satirist, 
but his satire was less obvious than Mr. Shaw’s. He 
splendidly wielded that most difficult of all weapons 
— irony. Now I am wondering whether the master’s 
irony may be too subtle for the disciple. One feels 
that Butler ought to be serious in his efforts to prove 
the existence of God; one also feels that he is 
serious,— yet a note of interrogation flashes on one’s 
mind’s eye every now and then. Was it Butler’s 
object, after all, to bring theology into what the 
“ blasphemy” indictments call “ disbelief and con
tempt ” ? Was he poking the most quintessential 
fun at it ? He once wrote a big book called The Fair 
Haven in defence of the Resurrection, which was 
really an ironical attack on that doctrine; and the 
irony was kept up so superbly that it deceived many 
persons of more than common intelligence. Is this 
little book a production of a similar character? If 
so, it must be admitted that irony is carried to its 
nc plus ultra. But as I must not assume this, I must 
proceed to deal with Butler as a serious theologian.

III.
I once began collecting materials for a treatise on 

tho Suicide of Theology. It would have been a 
capital idea if I had only the leisure to carry it out. 
I get wild sometimes at the thought of the drudgery 
which has occupied my time, absorbed my energy, 
and rendered so many ideas of mine abortive. This 
particular idea was worthy of a better fate. I 
intended to array the theologians against each other. 
Every theological argument has been supported by 
some theologians and attacked by others. My idea 
was to print their mutually destructive utterances in 
parallol columns. On the left side, a certain argu
ment would be described as perfectly conclusive; on 
tho right side, it would be described as a contemptible 
fallacy. Thus the theologians would be left to answer 
each other, and the reader would feel at the finish 
that he had witnessed one of the finest Kilkenny-cat 
performances ever offered to human delectation.
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Butler’s little book on God (his God) reminds me 
of that old project. He attacks and demolishes 
other people’s Gods with great vigor, gusto, and 
success. He smashes them up like a lot of wooden 
dolls and throws them on the dustbin. Then the 
glad proud look on his face changes into one of 
apology and deprecation. “ I have,” he seems to say, 
“ a nice doll of my own. You may not think much 
of it, but I hope you will. I smashed up all those 
other dolls out of love for this one. Please do give 
it a chance— for my sake. It isn’t all it might be ; I 
am painfully aware of its defects; but it is better 
than those other things,— and, really, if you don’t 
accept this one, I don’t see how you will have any 
doll at all.”

Butler goes for Pantheism first. Those who hold 
that “ God is everything, and everything is God ” are 
no better than Atheists; in fact, they are Atheists 
without knowing it. Everything cannot be a person, 
and God is a person—or nothing. He must have 
personal qualities, capabilities, and limitations :—

“  No conception of God can have any value or meaning 
for us which does not involve his existence as an inde
pendent Living Person of ineffable wisdom and power, 
vastness, and duration both in the past and for 
the future. If such a Being as this can bo found 
existing and made evident, directly or indirectly, to 
human senses, there is a God. If otherwise, there is 
no God, or none, at any rate, with whom we need con
cern ourselves. No conscious personality, no God. An 
impersonal God is as much a contradiction in terms as 
an impersonal person.”

Pantheism is unintelligible. It uses language 
which cannot be realised in thought. And if this 
is true of the ancient Pantheists, it is still more 
true, if possible, of the modern ones. Butler 
says that Kant, Sohelling, Fichte, and Hegel, 
when we read them, give us the feeling that “ we 
are with men who have been decoyed into a 
hopeless quagmire; we understand nothing of their 
language— we doubt whether they understand them
selves, and feel that we can do nothing with them 
but look at them and pass them by.” So he passes 
them by— on the dustbin.

Pantheism being thrown out ignominiously, it 
becomes the turn of Theism. Tho Christian doc
trine of God is expeditiously settled.

“  Not only must the ‘ perfect man,’ who is the second 
person of tho Godhead according to tho orthodox faith, 
and who subsists of 1 human flesh ' as well as of a 
‘ reasonable soul,' not only must this person exist, but 
he must exist in some place either on this earth or out
side it. If he exists on earth, he must be in Europe, 
Asia, Africa, America, or some other island, and if he 
were met with ho must bo capablo of being soen and 
bandied in tho same way as all other things that can 
bo called perfect man are seen ; otherwise he is a perfect 
man who is not only not a perfect man, but who does not 
in any considerable degree resemble one. It is not, how
ever, pretended by anyone that God, tho ‘ perfect Man,’ 
is to be looked for in any place upon the surface of the 
globe.

If, on tho othor band, tho person of God exists in 
some sphere outside the earth, bis human flesh again 
proves to bo of an ontirely different kind from all other 
human flesh, for wo know that such flesh cannot exist 
except on earth; if in space unsupported, it must fall to 
the ground, or into some other planet, or into a sun, or 
go on revolving round tho earth or some other heavenly 
body— or not be personal. None of those whoso opinions 
will carry weight will assign a position either in some 
country on this earth, or yet again in space, to Jesus 
Christ, but this involves the rendering meaningless of 
all expressions which involve his personality.

The Christian conception, therefore, of the Deity 
proves, when examined with any deBiro to understand 
our own meaning (and what lawlessness so great as the 
attempt to imposo words upon our understanding which 
have no lawful settlement within thorn ?) to bo no less 
a contradiction in terms than the Pantheistic concep
tion.”

Unitarians will say that this does not hit them. 
But their turn is coming. They are Deists, or, if 
they like, Theists. And what of the God of pure

Thoism ? G. W . F o o t e .
(To be concluded.)

A Plea for Honesty.

iffectT h e r e  is a certain copy-book maxim to the e 
that honesty is the best policy. In a large ^  
general sense this expresses a truth, but in a lar?i 
and general sense only. Given time, truth 
triumph over falsehood, honesty over dishon®8” ' 
right methods over wrong ones. This must he 6°' 
since the operation of the evolutionary process issU® 
that right action and life-preserving action tend 
become identical, and the insistent pressure of faC 
finally breaks down all opposition. But in this proce® 
of realisation there occurs thousands of cases 
which tho outward and visible rewards that sb°a
accrue to the honest man become the property ® j 
dishonest one. The wicked often wear fine rain58

of the
3O t
folwhile the virtuous Bit in rags. The success 

swindler flaunts his victories in the light of 
while his deluded victims hide themselves and 5 
miseries from the public gaze. Triumphant rasca 
having acquired wealth, retires on its laurels, " 
ends with a halo of unctuous respectability' ^  
spite of our copy-book maxim, honesty of thonn # 
speech, and action remains about as expensi 
luxury as one can purchase.

And one strongly suspects that those who use  ̂
maxim have in view only the cheaper, commoner, 
least valuable form of honesty and dishonesty.  ̂ j 
deprecate strongly the dishonesty of stealing j 
purse, or non-payment of debts; and with a,ĉ 0p< 
material dishonesty their concern seems to ^ 5  
But beyond this region of malpractice their 
another of infinitely greater importance to h ^  
welfare. The dishonesty of professing ¡Diflg
one knows to be false, tho cowardliness of re r̂iUgC!ji 
from speaking the truth as one sees it, .rePr®bgi> 
forms of dishonesty far more reprehensible ' g 
those practised by the common thief. Let a,jauy 
steal a watch and his wrongdoing stops substan 
with the action. At most the injury is li®1 ¡(¡b 
himself and his victim. But he who tamper® e 
truth, who conforms to established beliefs he e 
he wishes to stand well with his fellows, or he 
he is too mentally lazy to look into things f® ^  
self, is exerting an influence on all around hi ’ ¡j 
evil consequences of which no one can accû  ^

0°

calculate. The very worst forms of vice 
those of which the law takes cognisance. 
always have and always will escape leg1® 
Society may easily protect itself against the 
the murderer; its greatest danger comes f1®® p,ci 
who, while not breaking any law, are yet g 
hourly trampling underfoot all those priucip 
which tho higher life of a nation depends.

F ortu n ate ly  for  our m axim , there is 5111 
satisfaction  th at com es from  h onest practice 
can be n eith er bou ght nor sold. That n° °Dg tb9 
u ltim ately  in jure a m an but h im self is a say5̂  gig '̂
contains a truth of which it is well not to > ^
But it is well also to remember that it 18 
rarer types of humankind that enjoy tho ^  
felicity of a character which lifts them il pJ9p 
world’s rewards and penalties. The 
breaks down— not always at once, but ul 1 ^  tt> 
beneath tho sense of undeserved injury gpifl0̂  
weight of social censure. Happiness, sai ^ * 
is not tho reward of virtue ; it is virtue ^ ¡¡¡i  
one of Spinoza’s sereno detachment 0 a9efl(,tl!|i 
consciousness of being honost to himself ^  tb1̂  
Nothing could take its place, and no °.j ĉ 3K£e 
could add to its value. But wo are not .̂no ^ ,et> 
this heroic mould, and with the mass the> ,0(
that tho world looks coldly on our ® gO°f f 
punishes us on that account, results 5,1 9il, ^  
cynicism, and demoralisation. And flf ^  is gii 
average character of humanity plays its P̂  & 
world’s development equally with that 0 ji 
brilliant specimens. ^0

From the time of Sooratos until our ^  
has been so much the custom for tho bo c° 
pay a price for his honesty that people b 
look upon it as quite the proper stato 011
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^Qthority informs us that it is the lot of minorities 
suffer. Another that genius must expect to be 

^understood, and labor in difficulty that others 
g.ay s ' 3 *n ease> And the people treat the man who 
tnands by his convictions with a kind of contemp- 
Q 08 Pity, and an unexpressed admiration for their 

n superior astuteness in pulling with the tide. The 
a r8t diking thing to-day, said a Scotch preacher in 
abffCen̂  Beroaon— a sermon, by the way, considerably 
it th0 average in the amount of common sense 
¡n • .ned— “ is the remarkable lack of incentive or
tnan rra ;̂0?> or even recognition, given to the honest 
toili life’s battle with back against the wall,

uPhill in the face of fierce temptation, striving 
God** again8t fearful odds to hold the truth towards 
Ujjn(julad man’ and laboring with agony of heart and 
cotur overcomo and rule bis passions.” This 
of +. ent ^'as chiefly concerned with the lower aspect 
illusf6 ¿nkIect I have touched, but it may be used to 
^6ro ,ate the higher phase. And if this preacher 
ckam v carefnHy study the history of the creed he is 
tuea P!oninS be would find that it is in no small 

f °r the evil he deplores. In the 
attitudd<3â  w’th by him his indictment of the 
He Say° the ordinary Christian is unanswerable.

“ There is not probably a help the
you will fail to get a score of Pe°P'® tbinks it worth
drunken man who yields, for on man who over-
bis while to love and cheer tbe ' within the realm 
comes; there is not probably a - B for seeing to
where you will not find a dozen 8 j  ¿0 not know
t h e  unemployed, dishonest or desc <v wbicb make it
a dozen agencies throughout «  cbeet ana strengthen 
their one aim and end to help a b .̂—those who
the overweighted and the ove ” ch too often, 
labor honestly and cleanly, too_ often, much
alas, with one foot in the grave. war-

rani a -S perfectly tr.ue’ v k d ra fh or 'th a n  clearly anted in the conclusion, hinted . * Christian
^Pressed, that the outcome ot organ unfit> the
h*°rt is not to decrease the number ^  to their 

°'pless, and the undeserving, ho n 0f
Tdantity. T he sober, industrious, o  organ isation s
tv, pa*ticular value t o  th ose  C h r i s % or  en-

bve on their much-advertised s u converted 
 ̂sympathy by a spectacular dmp ay . gloating 

S " -  .i t  is the drunkard or the burglM, 8 «
■wbr b^8 past misdeeds before a thong be

18 ot value ; the better man must wait un 
J ? 8 the ranks of the fallen before be can nop 
^ e x p re ss io n s  of help or sympathy,  ̂ of

thnh 8tlanity bas indeed made fo worse
S j ^ b t ,  not only in a material
it8 ’ n a nvental sense. Just as in le(j  to an
* 2 * *  ,deTotion to saving the los ^  doabtful 
sup,,- k ex°tnsive attention to rescuing ruined,
^ n n e n s  from the army of thophysically ru m ^ , 
- „ completely ignoring the conditions

pntinuous st.™—  -0 lv> j. w --- ”  Q wuw V/UUUU/l UUU UiilllU JLII. UU UV>U
low*1 an°ther 8,.lGarP °f reoruits to this same army, 

p” "  Section its effect has been to breed aa r hiental v BCC10°  its effect has been to breed a 
CWan bvin„ and put every possible obstacle to 
ihn„lstian8 a ciean, healthy, mental existence.
thG;° °r leas t ^ribten hundreds of volumes, full of 
effg*.Celling rut" ful records of their martyrs, but 
Victj of teaehÛ °n tkeee records has never had the 
'fide 8 ^hen to value conscientious con-
ih e r ^ n c e  f d by others, nor to encourage 
S r i * 8 not in J _ hin,ki?*  amongst themselves. 
^Qhdv S t  vR ii 0 wbolo of Christendom a single 
cborr,i1°ha arc 1 y loves an independent thinker. 
Pen,} aes are bo Su,cb that nowadays many of the 
i>°sti] thinkin„nd to tolerate somo degree of inde
x ’ll hV0 Bt,ch . and few of them dare to bo openly 
a°ter Gf,d UP as nr, m ^Je PriQCiplo of childlike faith is
QrSaW fat receives f i ’ and ifc ia th is type o f ch a r ‘ , Ik p atl0Q8. 8 f’be real homage of religious 
he t ^eat Hr;t .
^beig^bt agatn11/ 0 day ^ho worst charge that can 
S e  It ia n'n,8t a public man is that ho is an 
t bhat thn0/?^ 8a’d as commonly ns it used
GeP8 hiy ^bat bn . h o i s t  is a bad man ; the offence 

8 theism  , 18 Q°t a Christian. True, if he 
0 himsolf, and taoitly connives ut

the perpetuation of a belief which ha believes to be 
fraught with grave danger to the best interests of 
the race, his offence may be, to some extent, forgiven. 
As the churches can no longer forcibly suppress the 
unbeliever, something is gained if they can force him 
or bribe him into silence. But if he continues to 
speak out— that is, if he insists on being honest—  
public life becomes a practical impossibility. There 
is hardly a constituency in Britain where an active 
and militant Freethinker would stand a chance of 
election for Parliament or for any municipal body. 
The Christian conscience may put up with a Free
thinker who keeps his opinions concerning Christian 
beliefs to himself; what it will not tolerate is one 
who declines to sacrifice a shred of his mental inde
pendence for the sake of power or popularity. Dis
simulation or hypocrisy may be tolerated; it is un
flinching honesty that is promptly and severely 
punished.

Yet it is the Freethinker, more than anyone else, 
who gives the to public clearest and strongest proofs 
of his mental honesty. Wrong he may be, but it indi
cates an almost inconceivable degree of stupidity to 
argue that he is mentally dishonest. A man who 
professes belief in Christianity, and who appeals for 
publio support, may be honest. No one can be sure, 
because no one has any means of forming a certain 
judgment. But the man who braves public prejudice 
has given the world an unmistakeable proof of his 
genuineness, and the world, were it wise, would not 
lightly disregard the pledge.

The whole policy of Christianity, carried out by 
burning, torturing, imprisoning, boycotting, and 
bribing, just as occasion offered, has resulted in 
placing a tax upon honesty and a premium upon 
cowardice, hypoorisy, and an unintellectual con
formity. Whether this has been aimed at con
sciously or not, matters little. The result is the 
same. And by striving to secure conformity in 
religious belief it has helped to demoralise the whole 
of our life. The figure of the mind, as being split up 
into a number of water-tight compartments, is quite 
a misleading one. The brain functions as a whole, 
and if the qualities of courage and honesty are dis
couraged in one direction, they are more or less 
discouraged in all. People who are not encouraged 
to he honest and independent in religion will not be 
likely to make any conspicuous display of these quali
ties in politics or in social life. Mankind in the aver
age will be honest as they will be anything else— if 
the difficulties in the way are not too formidable. 
And if we would develop an intellectually honest 
people, and so pave the way for all forms of honesty, 
jt must be done by reducing to impotence a religion 
that has always treated mental independence as the 
greatest of crimes. q Co h e n .

Apologetic Fallacies.

It  is over becoming more and more obvious that 
Christianity is intellectually indefensible. Being in 
its very essenco contrary to reason it of necessity 
stands for ever condemned, and all attempts to defend 
it are bound to prove futile. It is in the light of this 
fact alone that Che existence of Christian apologists 
is intelligible. Although the Christian religion has 
been in the world for nearly two thousand years, it 
is even more necessary to offer apologies for it to-day 
than ever, and the apologies presented are becoming 
less and less convincing. Justin Martyr’s or Ter- 
tullian’s Apology is absolutely valueless now ; so like
wise is Paley’s. Nothing is more incontrovertible 
than the fact that from its first appearance in the 
world until now Christianity has signally failed to be 
its own justification ; and this fact folly explains the 
failure of all the professional Apologies. If those 
who still profess to be Christians only allowed this 
fact to have its due weight in their minds they would 
soon find the foundations of their faith giving way 
and tho ardor of their piety cooling down. It wonld 
gradually be borne in upon them that whenever they



420 THE FEHETHINKEB

endeavored to justify their beliefs at the bar of 
reason they were simply attempting the impossible. 
They would also discover that the arguments which 
professional theologians employ in defence of religion 
are utterly fallacious. If Christianity were true it 
would not need to be defended. The very fact that 
it still requires the service of the apologist is 
the strongest possible proof that its claims are 
false.

Let us examine a portion of the work of a twentieth 
century defender of the faith. He affects large and 
just views, he pretends to be universally sympathetic 
and appreciative, and he illustrates the largeness and 
justness of his views and the breadth of his sym
pathies by representing God as a despicable respecter 
of persons. He assures us that all religions are of 
Divine origin, but that only one is perfect and calcu
lated to satisfy all human needs. He quotes Justin 
Martyr to the effect that “ Christ is the Logos [or 
Word] of whom the whole human race are par
takers,” and that “ those who lived according to 
reason are Christians, even though accounted 
Atheists. Such among the Greeks were Socrates 
and Heraclitus, and those who resembled them.” 
But that quotation is rendered worthless by the 
addition that Christ “ cleansed by his blood those 
who believed on him.” Justin never got rid of his 
Platonism ; and in certain parts of his Apology, his 
Platonism is in greater evidence than his Chris
tianity, which accounts for his numerous contradic
tions. But our modern apologist asserts that “ Christ 
was the light of the world ere ever he appeared,” as 
if any light could shine without appearing. Then he 
adds: “ Precisely as their Law had been for the Jews 
a schoolmaster to bring them to Christ, so had their 
philosophy been for the Greeks," Well, it is a noto
rious fact that neither the Law nor anything else 
ever brought the Jews to Christ, and it is equally 
true that had Greek philosophy retained its ancient 
glory we would never have heard of the Greek 
Church. Furthermore, if “ Christ was the light of 
the world ere ever he appeared,” what sense is there 
in saying that “ their Law had been for the Jews a 
schoolmaster to bring them to Christ, as had their 
philosophy been for the Greeks” ? Or, if “ Christ 
was the light of the world ore ever he appeared,” 
what need was there for his appearing ? If his 
appearing as Jesus of Nazareth ever happened, it 
meant the localising of the universal, and the limiting 
of the absolute, a folly of which a God worthy of the 
name would have been incapable.

Again, if people can bo Christians without posses
sing the least knowledge of Christ, why should Christ 
be preached as the one in whom all must believe in 
order to be saved? If Jesus “ says that those who 
are ignorant of God, yet love their fellows, are un
consciously loving God,” what are we to make of this 
other saying attributed to him, “ This is eternal life, 
that they should know thee the only true God, and 
him whom thou didst send, even Jesus Christ” ? 
The Rev. Dr. David Smith refers us to the picture of 
the Last Judgment in Matt. xxv. 81-4G, from which 
he draws the inference that philanthropy is the whole 
of religion, and that “ no one will be condemned for 
not believing in a Savior of whom he never heard 
but Dr. Smith forgets that Matt. xxv. 81-46, and a 
few other passages in the Acts and the First Epistle 
of John are in direct conflict with the uniform 
teaching of the rest of the New Testament. Every
where else acceptance with God is possible only 
through faith in Christ. Faith is declared to be the 
sole condition of salvation, and this all-essential 
faith is spoken of aB the direct gift of God. Even 
James teaches that salvation apart from faith is 
impossible. It follows that Matthew’s picture of the 
Last Judgment is completely out of harmony with 
the general tone of the teaching ascribed to Jesus in 
the Gospels, and made so emphatic in Paul's Epistles. 
But the use made of the exceptional teaching by the 
modern apologist not only fails to rehabilitate the 
moral character of the Deity, but also robs Chris
tianity of its pre-eminent position as the only infal
lible instrument of the world’s redemption, and
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makes the present position of foreign missions 
effably absurd.

But what is Christianity? Dr. Smith says:—
“ There arc earnest men in our day who are 

as they suppose, to Christianity. In truth, however1 
is not Christianity that they reject, but a caricature ® 
it. It has been presented to them, perhaps in t®e, 
childhood, in a perverted and unlovely form, and 
hearts have revolted from it. You know what tar 
barities were perpetrated on the American Indians > 
their Spanish conquerors. Thore is an instructive st® > 
of an Indian who had been tied to the stake and 
being importuned by a Franciscan friar, crucifix in ban ' 
to turn Christian, and then he would go to heave ■
1 Are there any Spaniards in heaven ?’ he asked, 
tainly,’ answered the friar, ‘ it is full of them.’

i Cet' 
Then.'

said the victim, ‘ I had rather go to hell than have aoj
more of their company.’ And this sort of thing 13 
always happening.”

"A n d  this sort of thing is always happening." 
Because Christianity is not, and has never bsen, w 
it claims to be, the power of God unto salvan ' 
Instead of Christianity making its professors an 
we see its professors, according to Dr. Smith, c° rrâ B 
ign and degrading Cbristianitv, which ought to b® 
utter impossibility. In the New Testament, an ^  
any orthodox Church, Christianity is represente 
a supernatural force wielded by supernatural age
for the reorganisation of human society; but s° ^ 
effectual is this supernatural power in the ban 
supernatural persons that the people for jy 
benefit it was brought into being succeed, not  ̂
in preventing it from accomplishing its DlVl 0f 
appointed work, but also in making a caricatu 
it. Does it not occur to Dr. Smith that w .¡Dg 
speaking of the Christian religion he is P1-03̂ ,,,^® 
its opponents with an irrefragable argument a„^ 
its divinity ? Christianity, ostensibly energi3®  ̂
God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Ghost, is yet so incredibly impotent that ]g 
and feeble men and women manage to turn an 
it into a laughable caricature. Surely, such a re 
cannot be God’s power unto a world’s salvation- ^  

But Dr. Smith is mistaken. Earnest men ^s 
day are hostile to Christianity, not because ^  
been presented to them, perhaps in their chi ^ ey 
in a perverted and unlovely form,” not becau 
judge it by a miserable caricature, but becan ^fl
are solemnly convinced that all its th eology ¿pi 
trines are false, and calculated to retard, rat g rflc®' 
to help, the mental and moral progress of a cftr‘ca 
It is Christianity itself that they rejeot, nob 00it 
ture of it, and they reject it, not merely 0 
has failed, but because it is a late and ex0.®? n tb&J 
virulent offshoot of the general supers®1 atjd 
crept into existence in times of gross ign° r „ 0 ^  
slavish fear. Christianity is only one anl.a0_ Itb®3 
religions constructed on the same essentia* P .̂ ae]f. 1

l
bear a remarkable resemblance to one ano®““ 0v<J

not a single doctrine or olaim peculiar to I®®1' 
belongs to a large family, all the m embers^^ jje

it be distinctly understood, then, that r boB ^ U  
whelming majority of those who are n° j 0Cp-se‘a ¡s 
Christianity base their hostility on a . t-lo0l 
conviction that, as a supernatural relig' , (¡ro° ,0 
wholly false. Its moral failure dooB o ôO0 '^  
them in the least. Being untrue, it c00ld 
fail; whereas, had it been true, nothing .r0pi® 
prevented it from being a complete succe 
first. “ And this sort of thing is always ^eCilos®> j 
simply because Christianity is not om0lP° 
God of boundless love, its ever-living 
Christ, and its Holy Ghost, the ,̂ 'fl
nothing but dreams. . ryf, 1

“ We are often told,” says one of 
correspondents, “ and we read in even a ¡u 
reviews, that an Atheist may as oasily , kelie^jtb' 
man as any real, pious Christian; bba |
good, and doing good, in fact ho believe p0iis 
out knowing it.” What unondnro j fr° i  Pf 
And yet one frequently hears it ®1® r]js; * * ft® 
pulpit, on street corners, and in the P fi tb 
Smith endorses it. The truth is, “ 0'  ̂ ê0s ° 
preacher is entirely wrong. There ar
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ands of people who have absolutely no belief in God, 
0 do not, and cannot, love him, consciously or un- 

piously, and who yet do consciously believe in 
t°odues8 and in tho high privilege of daily prao- 

InS i t ; and it is their firm and unalterable per- 
asion that goodness would flourish much more 

f . d a n t l y  were the God-idea to vanish forever 
the earth. J. T. L l o s d .

“  A Stepson o f Fortune.”

'J Stepson of Fortune: The Memories, Confessions, and 
Tu f>l.nions °f Henry Murray. Chapman & Hall; 190'.).
, one of the most interesting and outspoken
8n We have read for many a long day. It has the 
one"?16 raerit of being an honest autobiography, 
kind°£ rares0 features in a publication of this

virS°8̂  115013 S'088 their faults and accentuate their 
ajj ,Gs’ Mr. Henry Murray does neither. He actu
a l  th 8 1̂5D3Se*f a “ scribbler ” instead of an author, 
aQt , , e ^an who can do that in the first page of his 
Hev„ l0graphy may have many faults, but he can 

^  bo dull.
Murray’s account of his childhood is not

Pinna T v reading. Of his mother, who was very 
B> he savscc t *

i never knew her religion to inspire her to walk a 
a e.?r.f°  spend a sixpence for the relief or comfort of 
abl. -1V5D® being, but it was a most efficient and adapt- 
hor ln,s*;rumeut for the annoyance of everybody about 
leflo " nd this, I have been led to believe by such know- 
neinin history as I possess and such scrutiny of my 
that b° rS as  ̂have been able to make, is true of most 
attjc|i)asses by the name of religion. It is like the lost 
Useu 68 0ne 8ees advertised in tho newspapers, 1 of no 

g0tQe 0 anybody but the owner.’ ”
have be ^ 0  m aI0rnal characteristics appear to 
Murrav. n ^Produced in the person of one of Mr. 
tvell.k 8 6 . r brothers, David Christie Murray, the 
Pen pictWn j ° ur.QaU8fc ancI novelist. The following 

<> « r° ^  his brother is worth reading : —
Cr6atu *oun<I himself alone with any other human 
and on° °-n a rocb ’ a m>d-ocoan, with one loaf of bread 
eatcn t)6 , $  water between them, he would have 
the vpat° crumh °f the loaf, drunk the last drop of 
bonder T ’ aD(̂  W0UM have wonderod—quite liouostly 
Porsrm ,0cl~-at the unconscionable selfishness of the other

Wheil a3 b° dared t0 obieot-”
^ es ^vas^<eiVTem? m^er ^ a t  subject of these ironic 

^actuo, *0r^ n "  ° f  the Referee, who wrote miles 
L°pr°ached V er“ °-n8 oa altruistic orthodoxy, and 
tt53l’al perc h.ree^hinkers for years with want of 
..Mr. D’ ^h0 saroasm is accentuated.
‘hgs and y Murray has had to put up with tp« 
. hja expaf-rrows °I outrageous fortune, and

life ho61^ 68 are very amusing. At one period 
a ° Qh hJouev s0are<I a room with another man, and 
Wd WaistcnajWaa very short they had only one coat 
Xvas Pinch th G?°Ween them. Sinoe the other man 

b*8> wh ° b’i’ f’ er’ an(l that coat and waistcoat 
>7avid’ iv, c?n Mr. Murray wore them it was a caseIt n , :S a u l ’s arm -1

peric
»he ' iUBr of v,«!,18, ot Prosperity. mi. iuu u», 
havPaSes of [.• *'kn°wn people, and they figure in 
IV .t6Xer0ised ?.book 1 hut the man who appears to 
aQd a° an- at ae ffi03t influence on him was Robert 
ftw ,^0 get c^Dy PaS08 are devoted to tho poet, 
Mw-i Buchn“10 ^Mlghtful piotures of the two 

taMe. m  n?°> hho the groat Damas, was very 
<W G years. W| urray went to see him, and stayed 

0 the nn <?°n moot0d the subjeot of his 
t)n .an<l tooni i° ,70uM n°t hear of it, and so tho 

ahd ari°S this tbS flew hy-
?°t a rQte a novo|r'° d Owo authors collaborated, 

Hiaeu0ahnesB nf i r  a togother. Adulation is 
Be \vR ,QaU’B of • Murray’s, but his testimony 

'i he eays ^°lhng character is whole-hearted.

biost utan I
^is, . .Pfiest tlm llav°  over known, tho bravest, tho 

'a cou'ns.,,0 i f 08t cordial, tho most kindly, tho 
■ tno readiest in help."

some

On “uerg « m u r .
a ha8i°nal ul0-r6j  Period8 ot ill-fortune, there wore 
the k®* of v  °i| , ot Prosperity. Mr. Murray met

At Buchanan’s house he met Herbert Spencer, 
Hall Caine, John Coleman, and George R. Sims. 
The good things Sims said at Buchanan’s supper- 
table were endless, but only one is quoted. It is so 
excellent a bon-mot that we should have liked more.

Mr. Murray once had the great good fortune to 
spend a day with George Meredith. As a journalist 
he had naturally met thousands of people, but he 
says of the author of Bichard F ev ere l :—

“ I had been rather afraid of meeting him, for I 
considered, and still consider him, very much the 
greatest man I have ever had tho privilege of en
countering in intimate converse.”

The meeting took place in 1889, and here is a sum
mary of Mr. Murray’s description of the great 
writer:—

“ A tall old man, whose extreme leanness made him 
appear of more than his actual height. He was loosely 
clad in grey tweeds and a soft felt hat, and carried a 
crooked oaken walking-stick. His features were strongly 
masculine, and expressed physical and intellectual 
virility of the highest and keenest sort. It was the 
face of an intellectual gladiator rather than that of a 
poet, and had nothing in it of the ascetic or the saint. 
Ho had a curious and memorable voice, a voice which 
gripped the ear somewhat as chianti grips the palate. 
His manner might be described as 1 old fashioned,’ with 
a breadth, repose, rotundity, and stateliness seldom 
met with nowadays. He spoke with a marked drawl, 
and with the accent common to the English gentleman. 
He had a huge tuft of obstinate grey hair bristling over 
his forehead, and he had the habit of constantly en
deavoring to smooth it back into its place. He had a 
way of divagating suddenly from dialogue into mono
logue, and of adding cryptic asides. Ho would have 
been a trying associate to an intellectually lazy man.” 

There were several other guests, including Leslie 
Stephen and some young people:—

“  The host seemed to be as young at heart as anyone 
among them, and was obviously a huge favorite at 
dinner. One of the guests would drink nothing but 
mineral water, and Meredith warned him against that 
habit with solemnity, illustrating its dangers by a 
horrific story about a fellow collegian at Düsseldorf, 
‘ when I was studying medicine there,’ who had fallen 
a victim to any unbridled thirst for that class of bever
age. The unfortunate youth had died in agony, and 
Meredith had performed the autopsy. 1 When I made 
the first incision,’ said the great writer, ‘ suiting tho 
action to the word with pantomimic gusto on tho joint 
ho was carving, ‘ the glitter of tho stalactites in the 
poor fellow’s gastric cavity positively blinded mo— I 
had to wear blue glasses for months after.”

As the title of his autobiography shows, Mr. 
Murray regards himself as “ a stepson of fortune.” 
We hope that this latest publication of his will belie 
his epithet. The book is full of interest and caustic 
comment on men and things. If there is a cynical 
tone in many pages there is also a deeper note struck 
which shows clearly the sensitive poetic nature 
underlying the tone of tho man of the world.

Tho boautiful and touching dedication of the book 
to his wife is the thing which most clearly remains 
in our mind as we put down this fascinating book of 
the memories of a literary man. y ERD VNT GEEEli,

Nothing calmer than smoke, but nothing more startling. 
Thero aro peaceful smokes, and there aro evil ones. The 
thickness and color of a lino of smoke marks the whole 
difference between war aud peaco, between fraternity acd 
hatred, between hospitality and tho tomb, between life and 
death. A smoke mounting among the trees may bo a 
symbol of all that is most charming in the world—a hearth 
at homo : or a sign of that which is most awful— a con
flagration. The whole happiness of man, or his most com
plete misery, is sometimes expressed in this thin vapor, 
which tho wind scatters at will.—  Fïcfor Hugo.

The Catholic Church says the most irreverent things about 
matters which aro sacred to tho Protestants, and the Protos- 
taut Church retorts in kind about the confessional and other 
matters which Catholics hold sacred ; then both of those 
irrovorencers turn upon Thomas Paine aud charge him with 
irroveronco. This is all unfortunate, because it makes it 
difficult for students equipped with only a low grado of 
mentality to find out what Irreverence really is.—Mark 
Twain.
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Acid Drops.

Rev. R. J. Campbell has been treating his City Temple 
congregation to a diatribe against the Czar. This is all very 
well in its way. We have stated onr own opinion of that 
pious gentleman— who, by the way, is a very good Christian ; 
and we stated it some time ago, when the opinion we have 
of him was not so fashionable as it is now. No great 
courage is needed on Mr. Campbell’s part to denounce the 
Czar to-day. Nevertheless he is entitled to all the proper 
credit of his performance. But we venture, on the other 
hand, to ask him a question. If he is so fond of freedom, 
why has he said nothing about the tyrannous acts of the 
British Government in India, where men are arrested, 
deported, and even permanently imprisoned without being 
brought to any form of trial ? And here is another question. 
Why has Mr. Campbell uttered no word of protest against 
the latest application of the Blasphemy Laws ? Amongst 
the “ blasphemies ” in Harry Boulter’s indictment was a 
passage quoted literally from Mr. Campbell’s New Theology. 
Upon that indictment Harry Boulter is suffering a month’s 
imprisonment. Properly speaking, two or three days (at 
least) ought to be done by Mr. Campbell. But he affects to 
know nothing of the matter. “  Mum’s t h e  word. On the 
whole, the reverend oracle of the New Theology reminds us 
of Hosea Biglow’s friend of freedom :—

“  I du believe in Freedom’s cause 
Ez fur away ez Paris is.”

Distance lends enchantment to the view.

Mr. Campbell says there are militant Freethinking 
Socialists who would rejoice if they could drive every 
religious person out of the movement. We question this 
very strongly, and imagine that Mr. Campbell is endowing 
Freethinkers with a Christian’s prejudices. Our observation 
has shown us that the boot is on the other foot. It is 
Christian Socialists who have, all over the country, tried to 
make the movement impossible for Freethinkers, and in 
some places havo succeeded. Freethinkers are usually 
willing to co-operate with anyone who agrees to co-operate 
in the work that is immediately in hand. It is the tradi
tionary religious policy to demand agreement in religious 
doctrine as an essential basis for co-operation in social effort.

Mr. Campbell says it is Christian Socialism that is making 
all the headway that has the future with it. If that is so, it 
would seem as though Socialism was on its last legs. Or it 
may be that the Oracle is mistaken in his diagnosis.

Canon Ransford, at a recent Rochester Diocesan Conf®1' 
ence, told a story of a little boy who asked his mother o° 
Sunday morning, “  Mummy, is Heaven on the teleph°^! 
because I want to ask God if he really minds me play®* 
game.”  Canon Ransford does not appear to have given « 
mother’s answer. Nor does he seem to have said what n 
own answer would be. If the clergy have not telepn°D 
communication with heaven they are a set of rank in>P" 
tors. They live on their supposed intercourse with 1 
Deity.

Last week’s John Bull contained an article by Theo5°' 
Dahle on the Boulter case. We confess it was not w 1 
might have been expected in our lively contempora P 
Laborious witticisms seem rather out of placo when ®eBo 
liberties are at stake. The situation is not at all cot®0 
the man who is in prison—even for a month. ^^eoa„ei 
Dahle fills a column without sayiDg anything to tho purP 
He commits himself to nothing, except that “  prosec®1

Without <>*■of this sort are not to his personal liking.’ thatplicitly saying so, he manages to convey the impression  ̂
Mr. Boulter is justly incarcerated for “ observations w
he thought fit to make against the Deity on Clapha® 
mon.” Now wo are not in love with Mr. Boulter’s meAicty 
of speech; to put it a3 mildly as possible, he lacks sub ^  
and elegance. But, as a matter of fact, he said ®> 
about “  the Deity ”  on Clapham Common. Ho dt ^
some disagreeable things about Jehovah, but Jehov  ̂
only one of the great multitude of figures in the w° 
Pantheon, and is by no means 11 the Deity.” Moreover,^  ̂
tell the plain truth, what Mr. Boulter said about J° ,jy 
was quoted, first from Mr. Robert Blatcliford, and seC°tj1 js 
from tho Rev. R. J. Campbell. A good part of his ®°B  ̂a3 
due to adopting thoso gentleman’s “ indiscretions.” ' , oB 
men of honor and courage they ought to say a w° 
behalf of their scapegoat.

» tb«
“ In the view of the majority of tho population, ^

John Bull writer says, “ as expressed in tho law of th° ^
to call the Deity names by which ho is not generally * ug0| 
is blasphemy. Mr. Boulter is really guilty of libel.” , nbp eity 
And pestilent nonsense too. If tho Deity is libelled, the ^  ¡s 
should protect his own character. Is it supposed *‘iat U(J a 
incapable of doing so ? In that case, has ho given aU.̂ 01J1aB 
power of attorney to act on his behalf ’? When the  ̂ jot 
emperor Tiborius was asked to allow a prosoc®1 jcct 
libelling the gods ho replied, “  No. Let the gods V t(fB 
their own honor.” That was not so very far *r° g;Bc0 
thousand years ago. How much have wo advance ĵ0Si 
then, judging by Theodore Dahle’s articlo in ono of t 
pronounced Radical organs of to-day ?

It was very edifying, so soon after the complaints made 
against the National Secular Society being allowed to hold a 
perfectly orderly meeting in Picton Hall, Liverpool, on Whit- 
Sunday, to see the two great divisions of Christians, Catholic 
and Protestant, fighting each other like wild cats in the 
streets of that great city. The battle began on a Sunday,—  
no doubt on the principle of “ tho better tho day the better 
tho deed.” Tho police put a stop to it after great exertions, 
charges by mounted men, and the arrest of dozens of violent 
disciples of the religion of love. But the battle was resumed 
on the Monday and Tuesday, and mothers and children were 
drawn into it, so that fifty schools had to bo closed by tho 
Education Committee. Such is tho sweet temper of tho 
dear religionists who want to exclude peaceful Freethinkers 
from tho common rights of citizenship.

Pastor George Wise, of Liverpool, is an Orangeman. Ho 
loves the Catholics with a Protestant love, and they recipro
cate tho feeling from thoir own standpoint. Pastor George 
Wise is not only an Orangeman, but a bold Orangoman. In 
spite of tho recent religious riots, and tho Lord Mayor’s 
warning against assembling in tho public streots at present, 
Pastor George Wise doclarod that he would—yes would,—  
hold his Bible Class parade on Sunday afternoon. Tho 
polico brought him up by warrant before tho City Justicos, 
and tho case was adjourned until tho following Thursday to 
onable him to proparo his defence. But when tho bold 
Orangeman found that tho Stipendiary would not grant him 
bail, his courage began to fall towards freezing poin t; after 
a little experience of being under lock and key, ho promised 
to abandon his Bible Class procession, and was released with 
two suroties. For this remarkable heroism ho was carried 
shoulder high round tho aisles of his church on Sunday 
afternoon.

A vulgar overheated stove (in Juno, too 1) sot fire to tho 
holy St. Aiden’s Church, ltoker, Sunderland, on Sunday 
morning, just at the conclusion of early Communion. In 
spite of tho efforts of tho fire brigade tho sacred edifice was 
destroyed. More “  Providence” !

that Mr. Boulter—like a g1ood nt.»»y
«b* *  

1)0
Wo quite agree -----  — . — ;............ —

Christian speakers— is less considerato than ho ° (0 
What we dissent from is the view that ho oU=> 
punished while tho Christian speakers go scot 
punishing him becauso he is a Preethiukor. J-0 it lfl 
it as many fino and pleasant names as you 1®°’ 
simply persecution. orti

At the Primitive Methodist Conference, hold at n(j th0
ore not eligible to th0

meetings of that august body as dologates. b -
it was decided that women w<

is dologates. —-  . i0,
American delegation upheld tho decision; ana r̂ e casJ
there is tho authority of tho Now Testament 
against fornaio enfranchisement is, thoroforo, co F 
irrevocable.

The Christian World says that theologians tb6?
jjlO’

s - lu u  v x w  i/o o n w i i  r r  \s i i/cv o n j r n  v x iu u  — q  > j  b D

slowly if thoy would carry the common min0 ^ ajB 
This is an imperfect representation of a 0 
Theologians always havo tho “  common min“   ̂ oBta‘ 
for tho sufficient reason that thoy boloug to  ̂ 'jlie a 
Real thinkers seek to dovolop tho common ®>u 
of all theologians is to utiliso it.

> 1 * ’Mr. Josiah Nix, travelling evangelist-^® 
reports having had a most “  wonderful tune

Wo bb;nlei
,2 the «

him. A motor car ride through England ^utI J jeBs c°^ 
time lias many advantages. There arc many 
able ways of “  serving tho Lord.”

of 6 * 5
Colonel Fish wick, Prosidont of tho Associa^0 ̂  

tion Committees, has followed tho President o uSoc'1“*: ¿el«• ~d Jj0
A

u i u u  v /u i u u i n m u ;r 5 |  i l c IO  lU l lU W U U  UL1U i  i w u * -  c d ¿J0P

Union of Teachors in pronouncing in favor °£.jjurobcjiB{I 1 
cation. Ho pointed out that tho longer * l0]0tio® ui»1 
settlement, the nearer comes tho secular so go0 0 jbb0'
adds, “ In fact, somo of us aro beginning its*® , j
advantages in it that wo begin to lovo >» ^ u BliO
Tho Christian World remarks on this tba
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in 0 " " ”  ‘ ^ose wk° dosiro to preserve religious instruction 
reli 6 s.c^°°is-” In other words, the Christian World warns 

that if they delay long enough for the public to 
the advantages and justice of Secular Education 

the game is up. '

w:f,ays ^ r’ Unnciman, “  Nowadays, the subject of education 
W  • ££le vexed question of denominational instruction 
ThiS 1*'8 ln‘ erest when raised in the House of Commons.” 

'1U1‘ 6 bears out all we have said on the subject. Those 
0r • ar° shrieking up and down the country over the action 
®4uc r  °n o£ ‘ ^e Government are not really concerned with 
Ever h0-1 ’ concern is for religious instruction solely.
conJ .§ e£se is a nieans to an end— one of the most 

'mptible ends concievable.

Clifford, with other Paddington 11 passive resis- 
non’ Was summoned before the magistrates on June 24 for 
bfcin„ .ymet‘t of the quarter’s general rate— their objection 
P°rtion° *t'8 °ducatioaal, or, as they called it, the sectarian 
t° jq ,' Gr. Clifford explained that their new policy was 
^ g istr^ 8, I)ro‘ e8‘  and pay up at once. That suited the 
"toattyM8 nicely i they heard what the comic-opera 
teveren i ba<£ ‘ °  say’ aniI made the usual order. The
gtievou.' ^en^e£nan said that the Act of 1902 inflicted a 
Pay a 3 Wr°og on Nonconformists. It compelled them to 
8chools t 'V ^Eurch rate in order to maintain in thousands of 
°CcQrs ¿ea?k*ngs which they abhorred. Of course, it never 
G°vern 0 him that either of the Bills which the present 
^°aconf bas introduced, with the full support of the 
Pay for ?riu!s.‘ > Would have compelled all non-Christians to 
a,b̂ r- • ^̂ CuiDorg t.Vloxr nWinf Pauinrr fnr* wliat. von
^h,

or ¡C) acmngs which they abhor. Paying for what you 
on ¡j. 00 ^ a grievance in the case of the Nonconformists.

perw ? 18 arrangcd for other people by Nonconformists, it is 
y just and reasonable.

fotlaists>r°-H8tant dissenting Deputios, a body of Noncon- 
their ann'V* i a ri?Et of personal approach to the King, hold 
a aamb Ua meeting lately at the Memorial Hall, and passed 
^°nconfet °-̂  res°lutions—all in the sectarian interest of 
ffon last resolution stated that the educa
t e d  tl)fr0r ersy 18 now a8 pressing as ever it has been, aud 
' ’ ill ostav,-Iiiverritnerit to pass, onco and for all, a Bill which 
Public co t a 8‘uglo system of public education under 
?°clrinal t au<£ £ree from all dogmatio teaching aud 

Ibis 1, °8"8'. It is pitiable to see Nonconformists clinging 
Suite WcU- 0̂C*t**'*ca  ̂verbiage to the very last-. They know 
• a“ iea,t their leaders do— that religion cannot
!aevitablo °XcePt dogmatically, and that doctrinal tests aro 
t6sts may Uudor any 8y8tom of religious teaching. The 
SUtroptitiou!-0t °°  0I)oa, Eut they aro all tho worse for being

i j t  C,S e r v i e  informed a largo congregation 
*s a fa„i , naan is everywhere religious,”  aud
w  I •• on Sunday,

-  relieioua, aud that thiso>oiy «uere t e r > tion.”  Thoicy’ ^liich is now put beyond dou aucb an asser-
tioa^u i’ cnt' emau ought to bo asharne 0logy, proves,
by nn Hoibert Spencer, in his Principles f  authoritios, that 
Peon! me.tous quotations from the high , d with, who

have been found, aud fully comm , nractices. He 
e i t e f^ y  devoid of all religious ideas and P ^  and tbo
chief t°ng conversation between Sir Sam .iv0wed his 
to l ot a Nile tribe, during which tho chief avow
> its “beUei in '

' ___ ««vuuiyo‘6 "  2
„ 1 1 with deaf-mutes, to tho effect ' ,ncate<J. muto 

ban , Uud, in a single instance, that an u ' Supreme 
ai'y conception of the existence of a «  ^ rom

tear . Creator and Ituler of the \,,m01iahlo infer-
Ctlco thni100̂ ?3 Spencer draws the entirely , natural

religious idoas and practices have a l  ,  asserts 
V  op̂ r -G a r v ie  ignores all such testimonies, and

S ‘0? aiv‘o furth

ua untilPuttincr

^v. oSuPerior tc?11̂  ex ŝ ênco aitor death, as well as in any 
daily ^a>0Uel s, v iaU 0t beast. He also quotes from the 
bees tC°Qlact witl. i 'Vb° bad twenty-eight years’ almost

1 it has not

h r "  ‘Wce^Ki10®1 statos that “  all the roasons for belief 
1 >  Pttttiu,8 *1 0 to Ua uutil wo havo beliovod.”  But this 
bell ® Person u\° catt before tho horso. How on earth can 

^bbouf ° 10j°  ' vltbout knowing tho reason why ? To 
C  ‘bat soe0?fiVldunco ia simply to play the fool. Wo do 
aPttt *a'SQ that oxP°riences spring from belief, but wo 

it0lIi the b r °  boliof £ul*y accounts for them, whilo 
0 icf they are unknown.

t’!|ot,°!?fiH'otial v..- .
baa le shockin'8? '011018 '° °b  down with uuspoakablo pity

"Series ?  ‘Cathouism of tho em it centres of (lliris- A x,,~ x<v un.i a  wn n —  ” * Ibe great centres of Chris- 
diu8? bcsfiabroad ” ° r v0r o£ " aud varied oxporionco at 

‘ bet* beu f says: “  x uuvt!r Camo in contact with 
Yoi-u' î* mission-fields than I find in some 

Gity. • x>o you know tho Savior ?’ a

little waif was asked. 11 never heard about that man,’ was 
the answer. ‘ Do you know who God is ? ’ ‘ Yes,’ he re
plied, ‘ I know. God is the man who, if you say a few 
words to him before you go to sleep, he won’t hurt you in 
the night.’ ”  Judging that " little waif ” by the answers he 
made to his pietistic catéchiser, we should pronounce him a 
bright and promising young humorist. Christendom has 
heard too much, and known nothing, about the Savior, 
while the tiny chap’s description of God well shows up the 
absurdity of belief in him.

A silly, incredible story is going the rounds as to how a 
Protestant lady defeated a Romish priest in an argument 
about Transubstantiation. The lady’s husband was dying, 
and the priest recommended the administration of the Holy 
Sacrament. Not having any wafers with him, the wife was 
requested to prepare bread and wine for the occasion. She 
did so, but on being assured by the priest that, subsequent to 
their consecration by him, the bread and wine would be 
changed into the Body and Blood of Christ, and coaid do the 
participants no harm, she informed him that she had mixed 
some arsenic with the bread, and invited him to partake, as, 
being now the Body of the Redeemer, it could not poison him. 
The priest, however, declined to make the experiment, and 
went away crestfallen and ashamed. The explanation was 
that only the bread, but not the arsenic in it, would, on con
secration, become the Body of Christ. How very interesting 
and instructive!

Spain, being a most Christian country, still maintains its 
brutal and brutalising bull-fights. Recently, the bulls have 
been getting level with their tormentors by killing and 
wounding a number of professional matadors. The action 
of the Spanish Government on this is what one might have 
expected. The Minister of the Interior has in view a series 
of regulations that will secure the appearance of such 
animals that are not likely to injure the performers. By 
this means a Christian populace will have its appetite for a 
brutal spectacle satisfied without the life of the superior 
animal, man, being endangered. We hope the bulls will 
discover some new method of circumventing the proposed 
regulations.

Wo all know liow powerful a check on wrong-doing is tho 
presence of religion. It is the only thing that keeps people 
moral. This will account for a number of complaints of 
theft from the Sardinian Chapel, Lincoln’s-inu-fields. After 
some watching, a thirteen year old girl was detected stealing 
a purse from one of the lady worshipers. The report does 
not stato whether the girl attended Sunday-school or not.

The Bishop of Southwark says that preachers of all 
denominations would bo astonished to find how little tho 
matters tlioy were at pains to set forth in the pulpit were 
believed in by the people iu the pews. Quite true ; and the 
people iu the pews would bo surprised to find out how little 
of what they preach tho people in tho pulpit believe. The 
whole thing is largely a game of solemn make-believe. The 
people in the pulpit contiuue preaching certain things be
cause they believe those in the pews have not found out 
their falsity. When they discover their mistake, and the 
congregation begins to show signs of restiveness, they begin 
to talk about “  liberal Christian doctrines,”  and of tho 
necessity of a revision of Christian teaching in the light of 
tho larger spiritual life of to-day. Meanwhile, the people in 
tho pows koep up tho pretence of believing, solacing them
selves with tbo reflection that church attendance offers 
certain social advantages, while the clergy serve as a useful 
auxiliary to tho police force. It is all an elaborate pieco of 
humbug, aud, naturally, its supporters are terribly angry 
with tlio few who are honest enough to denounce tho 
imposture.

Mr. Rattenbury says of the Wesleyan Methodists: “  Wo 
are spending our energies to-day iu building chapels, in 
paying dobts, iu raising fuuds, in perfecting machinery, aud 
wo are largely powerless.” If Mr. Rattenbury admits this 
as truo of his own Church, he is not likely to question its 
truth wheu applied to others. They are all failures. Thoy 
raise funds from their members, they build new churches— 
deBpito the fact that existing ones are not filled—and they 
group aud ro-group thoir followers, like the members of a 
stage army. But the outside world goes its own way, with 
an increasing number of recruits. Mr. Rattenbury thinks 
that thoir only hopo is that God will interfere on their 
behalf—and thoso who can only trust in God are usually iu 
a critical condition. Ho also says that, “  I f every Methodist 
in this country wero to seriously pray that God would 
manifest his power m England during tho present year, I 
soriously assert that the condition of England would be 
seriously changed.”  Evidently it must be Methodists or
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God would not pay attention. No others need apply— unless 
a letter of introduction from Mr. Kattenbury would secure 
the attention of the Deity.

The Lord’s Day Rest Association is again on the warpath. 
This time it is petitioning Mr. Arthur Henderson, M.P., 
to do all in his power to stop the holding of demonstrations 
on Sunday. No doubt this will suit the interests of many 
who would like to stop public demonstrations altogether. 
If demonstrations are to take place at all, Sunday is by a 
long way the most favorable day for them. It is true that 
demonstrations on this day interfere with Church and 
Chapel, and with all the professed interest by religious 
preachers on social questions they are not likely to encour
age anything that interferes with the success of their own 
peculiar profession.

“ Quartus ”  in the Manchester Guardian (understood to be 
Canon Hicks) makes some reasonable observations on 
Roman Catholic processions with the Host. Roman Catholic 
processions, in themselves, are as legitimate as other pro
cessions, but the carrying of the Host is a different matter 
altogether, and in our opinion it ought not to be permitted. 
“  Quartus ”  says :—

“ Here is a ceremonial act which makes a demand on all 
who witness it. not only for sympathy but for active approval. 
Roman Catholics, as the Host is passing, fall on tbeir knees 
in worship. No reverent bystander will like to remain 
covered. The occasion is embarrassing to all who decline to 
believe in Transubstantiation. It is a challenge to everyone 
openly to declare assent or disbelief. It is surely an act of 
incivility to force the crowd in a street to declare themselves 
on one side or another. No public procession can be allowed 
and assisted by public authorities which is thus intentionally 
provocative.”

It is obvious that if Catholics may worship the Host in 
the public streets, Protestants, Jews, and Freethinkers have 
an equal right to laugh at it in the public streets; and it is 
equally obvious that such a state of things is highly 
dangerous to the public peace. Religious rites of all kinds 
should be confined to religious buildings or to public places 
specially set apart for such performances.

“ Quartus ” also refers to the decline in church attendance. 
“  I observe,” he says, “ that nearly all the Nonconformist 
bodies are discovering statistical evidence of a falling-off in 
numbers. Their Sunday scholars are fewer ; their Bands of 
Hope are not expanding ; their church attendance, especially 
in the mornings, is shrinking.” This writer adds that “  the 
Church of England is by no means without her difficulties.” 
Quite so. The decline is general. The dry rot in the pews 
answers the drier rot in the pulpits.

A newspaper headline: “ A Deacon Accused of Tbef'- 
Impossible 1 Incredible 1 Unthinkable I How could a ®ai 
11 full up ”  with the only true religion go wrong ? Tl®8® 
newspapers will print anything.

Bernard Isaac Robert, who is doing eighteen months f®1 
his share in the “ D. S. Windell” case, wavered in his dote* 
mination to carry out the fraud, through “  spiritual el0Ta' 
tion ”  acquired at a Buddhist meeting. Another tin*6' 
turned the matter over in his mind while gazing at Hol®aa 
Hunt’s picture of Christ in St. Paul’s Cathedral. Did t'ia
decide him ? 
deed.

Anyhow, it didn’t keep him from doing the

White Christians have produced a hell in the “ heath0“ 
Congo. There was a review in last week’s Athenœurn 0 , 
new book by M. Challaye, who was attached to the si0“ ,s 
the De Brazza mission, and the following terrible extras 
given :—  .¡vfg

“ The civilisation brought from Europe to the n» 0[
oppresses them, crushes them, kills them...... The wor
Dante come to the mind. Here there is no more hop „j 
streams of blood, deepest depth of suffering, reg*o ^regio09
eternal wailing. ‘ I see in the valley new torments,,
torturers.’ .......Throughout my life I shall retain the s&
of having seen with my own eyes real hell.”

Horrible 1 Most horrible 1 And that Christians can 
petuate this hell is a sufficient condemnation of Christi01

pet'
,nii?'

Some of the Russian Duma members went to^St. ^ ^
Cathedral on Sunday morning and heard the R0V- -gin 
Sharpe preach. This gentleman told them that the 
of the Duma “  showed marks of the moving hand ot i,
This may have been flattering to the Duma members p ^
but how about the two hundred odd Duma members 
the Czar has sent to Siberia ?

The latest Spanish royal baby has been christened. Jori8"J.UO lauC/OU opauiau rujtu uauj utin uuuu *-**-<-~— ^
water was used for the purpose. It is supposed to ^e 
cially efficacious—probably because J. C. once <3i.pPeCl capital 
holy river. No doubt the flunkeys of Society (with 
S, of course) will patronise Jordan water presently- 
it will be used with “  Scotch ” — for internal app!*ca 1

“  Who are heathens ? ”  asked the Sunday-school *e ¡o0,' 
11 Heathens are people who don’t nuarrel over 1 ”ia i® 
answered the scholar, 
the late scrimmage are not 
Christians.

people who don’t quarrel over ”jfl j 
iliolar. Evidently the Liverpool P > aUÜUUIV ÜUU Divmr - „

1 heathens.” They are

What is truth ? asked Pilate, and Jesus Christ gave him 
no answer. Some would say he dodged the question. 
Professor William James is less timid or less squoamisb. He 
has written a book entitled The Nature o f  Truth, which will 
be published shortly. It is sure to bo interesting, and it is a 
pity that Pilate is unable to read it.

The world may breathe freely. The weekly organ of the 
Now Theology assures us that “ God is not opposed to 
Social Democracy.” Hypercritical people might suggest 
that God should be allowed to speak for him self; but such 
peoplo are unworthy of attention.

We venture to assert that God will always bo on the most 
powerful side. Few propositions are less open to disputo.

Judge Willis is a pious gentleman ; otherwise we should 
strongly advise him to stick to the truth. When he says 
that there is no imprisonment for debt, ho ought to know 
that he is talking in the very teeth of the law. When he 
says that people are only imprisoned for disobeying an order 
when in a position to pay, and that judges arc always 
careful that thero is direct ovidonce of ability to pay before 
they issue a committal order, ho says what everybody off 
the bench knows to bo ridiculously (or frightfully) untrue. 
Twelve thousand peoplo wouldn’ t go to gaol every year 
sooner than pay if they were able to do so. Anyone who 
has ever watched County Court proceedings is aware that 
the “ evidence”  of ability to pay is often of the flimsiest 
description ; frequently the bare word of tho creditor, who 
as often as not applies for a committal order with tho object 
of forcing tho debtor to make a general whip-up amongst 
his frionds and relations— in othor words, of blackmailing 
tho debtor’s sympathisers. And, after all, it is only poor 
peoplo who are sont to prison in this way. I’eoplo who owe 
larger sums aro froe from all dangor of such penalties,

FREE THOUGHTS. • »o
I f the Lord God wishes to prove his divine existence 1 ^  
unbelieving world, let him select somo old bachelor, W° y 
not been able to find a wife, and tako a rib from his aB f(oi» 
and supply said bachelor with “ an helpmeet ”  n*aCle 
said rib, and the thing would bo done. , riiJs >”

a man believes what he sees, not what he
the Bible.

Is the Trinity “  threo of a kind ”  ? „ „ tbetf
. W“ en Jacob said : “  I havo soon God face to ff ° ,  ue 
is not a man or woman living to-day but behoves tua • 

lay did not Jesus ask his father in heaven 
twelve legions of angels, which ho boasted would , ]iSt, 
him for the asking ? Jesus played his bluff ga“ ® > /  

Nothing can bo proved by tho Gospels until tu 
are proved. r  gio„  r

Wherever tho word “  God ”  is used there is 0O° fa 
misunderstanding. 9 ■

I  ho twentieth century denios tho first. ”  i 
desert of a thousand years comes tho voice, Vo . . 
and God said that, man stands up and says : ^  ‘ w of “L  
has said and dono nothing. All wo soo is the ŵ  c° 
and all wo hear is the voice of man. 
tradicts Nature is false. 0l)a»- m-. .-3 nOt 8 . .

* * * “ / >  jjÿ

Everyth*0# ^
relicts Nature is talso. ar s°^erjfi^
To tell us of Job's sufferings does not reduc0 jjelp  ̂to-

But, that is what wo want. Dead men do g,-----  t,  ... n ------, , . _i ,, ____  *i,at WO jljfl 11 „imen. It is tho school, not tho gravo, that wo .g 
A dead Jesus has nothing to save tho world, ^yst 
scientist, the living discoverer, that tho wor e 1
upon to find relief from its misorios and sut 0 , « I

Dr. Eliot, Harvard’s retiring president, 8 -l. ^ y - j 
no proof of immortality.” Facts all point he8 „

A father on earth is worth tho whole trm *^g to 
Tho more man fiuds out, tho loss God 80 0\

tho Biblo is tho indox of divine knowlodg0, oV0Jj W 
It is hard work to sell religion to-day, ■

trading stamps. „ 1
-L. K. Washburn, “  fruthsceher

if
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Hr. Foote’s Engagements
(Lecturing suspended during the Summer/

To Correspondents.
^  R esident’s Honorarium F und : Annual Subscriptions.— 
previously acknowledged, £217 16s. 6d. Received since.— 

£1 Is. ; George Dixon, £2 2s. From Kimberley: H. 
2s. Gd. ; H. Ward, 2s. Cd. ; F. Blake, 2s. 6d. ; W. A. 

ones, 2s. 6d. ; W. Harriaman, Is .; A. E. Allnutt, 3s. ; H. 
ohwazschild, Is. ; H. Shepherd, 2s. Gd. ; N. O. Ruffel, 2s. Gd.
• J- Balzans, 5s. ; Nameless (Saskatchewan), 3s.

‘ Bles Watson.—Why should we waste our time over the 
verend gentleman 7 Suppose he wrote to the papers that 
6 e.arth was flat. Would you have us occupy our pages in 

Proving he was wrong? Would it not be better to advise 
® ‘° go to an evening school? ne is simply an ignoramus.

• • B ald— Many thanks for cuttings.
„ ,I,E. Sandy.—Quite safe with us. Glad you “  have tho highest 

for Meredith ” and that you “ much enjoyed” our 
A articles on him.
^ bert Lovell.—May be useful, 

scri R t'NCTT'—Shilling Month closed some time ago. The sub- 
aPPro nS kavo been credited elsewhere, as you will see—and

W .  TT ' o '
¡¡n j “ Vivey,—Thanks for the extract. Cassell's History of 
believe'* Was wr^ten a l°ng while ago by William Howitt, we

A. UP W °nr mark for publication.
A, — ft is not in print now.

forr̂ niiE'' Sorry to hear that Wymans’ agent at No. 5 plat- 
in ' 7*ew-street Station, Birmingham, treats the Freethinker 
time k a cavalier fashion. Perhaps he will learn better in 
W w o l  “ » ,  is rather an intractable disease in adults. 
our . ouj<t probably do well to carry on your efforts to promote 

E, j  rcu*ation through another agency.
Free r ervillE-—Pleased to learn that the Newton Abbott 
Freeth'v^y bas accepted your offer to supply a copy of tho 
y°ur nm er' are obliged to you for securing the supply at 

W. j  ,.wn exPense, direct from our office.
more ’verP°pl)-—Such an obituary notice would have been 

ffvi'Eitc I’Pvopriate in a Socialist or Anarchist journal, 
fact) Horatio Bottomley was born (as a matter of
*a"Kh l / Iarch 2 ’̂ fSbO. Though not related to Charles Brad- 
gentlema Fe'ate<f to G. J. Uolyoake, his mother being that 
Biticlp R 8 s's êr- We did not bring these facts into our 
other rn 'Vhlc':'  destroyed the fable it was directed against by 
Priate and 'n ^be fac°tious vein that seemed most appro
v e  ], ' 1 doesn’ t do to he quite solemn over foolish cackle.

A. g  a horror of sending our readers to sleep.
cremated ■̂■us*ira' ‘aL—Joseph Symes’s remains were
recent “ ’8 w'dow returned to Melbourne. Wo have no 

» * * £ * " »  °f her.
ŷpothetirf̂  lkaÎ°hewan).—Our circulation is several times your 

Printing n, ,Sures- Wo cannot adopt your suggestion of 
Print it W]lr last week's circulation under the title. If you 

t> <'°wn, or dr60 ■ ®oes UP' y°u ilave to print it when it goes 
w- 8. p _vç. °P a °®t altogether, as we have see
f** Cbeetbaj ' next week. Thanks,
u SD88estion'!,’R R e oannot answer your question yet. Your 
o- ConKN ‘ ‘ ad better wait awhile. Thanks.
5' ^Echm»» ° are obliged. Shall be attended to 
ÏB°SUs YoaE— Next week.

as. Von BnR -8 h a ll  aPPcar. Shall be pleased to hoar from you 
lsbes. • Glad to have your appreciation and good
and our ■•in, a funny idea the good Christians have of us 

Blauceg the t -1 orate" readers ! The comic sido of their faith 
j C. B ° tra8>c.

W *  8haU have a “ Crop” next weok.•Jiv -AXiOWLEY._TVT 1r oat ¡3 aj. • mark Twain cannot be an orthodox Christian 
f c  for t h e ^ r -  The j0k° ia a “ obestnut.”

E- i ffewcastlo , tor of the Freethinker should be addressed 
> B *  Not, ! 1, Farri“ 8don-street,E.C.

¡ R et’ E .c t  ̂must reach 2 Newcastlo-street, Farringdon 
0 & etf®d. ’ “ rat post Tuesday, or they will not be

‘oneer Press15« 1»  8hould bo sent to the Manager of the 
*ot to the E(jitorewoaat*e' 8treet> h'ftrr‘D8don' IJtreet, E.C

Post frg^*11 bo forwarded direot from tho publishing 
‘ °d-; hai{ ■ «  the following ratos, prepaid:—One year, 

r, 5s. 3d. ; three months, 2s. 8d.

U>lionTh6 “  B ,^ P h e m y ” Case.

to * 0* -  After°CÛ r ®oc*et,y saw the Boulter case 
bow ^r}y £200 irf expenses, amounting
his the cost1 « early Parfc of last year, it has 
R hr;te appenr. ° f rePresenting Mr. Boulter during 
^dit;8°nihent mu0.8 *n Court, prior to his month’s 

fcl0n 1 T„hls bill amounts to £19 8s. In10n there
18 t‘8 paid to Mrs. Boulter during tho

four weeks of her husband’s absence from home. 
This makes a total of £27 8s.

The National Secular Society has acted entirely 
on principle, for Mr. Boulter is not, and never has 
been, one of its members. The Society’s Executive 
thinks as I do, that its poor exchequer ought not to 
be taxed to this extent. I have, therefore, to ask 
the friends of Freethought, and the enemies of the 
Blasphemy Laws, to recoup the N. S. S. for this 
expenditure. It is not a large sum, and I venture to 
hope that it will be covered by the date of the next 
Freethinker. Subscriptions should be sent to me, at 
2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, London, E.C. 
They will all be acknowledged in these columns, and 
finally paid over in bulk to the N. S. S. treasury.

G. W . F o o t e ,
President, National Secular Society.

Sugar Plums.

Mr. Frederic Harrison, at the annual meeting of the 
members of the London Library, paid a handsome tribute 
to the memory of the late George Meredith, who was a 
member of the Committee. After referring to the old 
Fortnightly days Mr. Harrison said :—

“  In those days the great public had not learned to judge 
Meredith aright; his audience was fit, though few. But he 
was ever the stout-hearted, generous, inimitable, indomitable 
lover of justice, beauty, and truth, the kindly satirist of 
meanness, affectation, and self-love. The English-speaking 
world, which now devours his tales and his poems, at last 
knows how much genius, how much wisdom, how much 
courage lay wrapped up in the showers of epigrams and por
traits he flung about him so freely.

But %ve who knew the man himself, who heard him in the 
world and in his home, could understand what a passionate 
sense of right and wrong, what a high heart he could keep in 
all his early struggle to be recognised for what he was, what 
determination burned within him never to yield one jot of his 
own ideas and methods to any public demand, or any pecu
niary object. And I often think that in this self-reliance, in 
his ideals, in his grand humanity, George Meredith enables 
us better to sympathise with and to understand the kindred 
genius of Leo Tolstoy.”

Mr. Haldane, who was elected to fill Meredith’s place on the 
Committee, added to Mr. Harrison’s tribute;—

“  Mr. Haldane said ho was there through the loss of one 
who was a leader of thought. George Meredith was a unique 
figure. Perhaps the secret of his greatness as a writer was 
that his marvellous personality was always present in what 
he wrote. Whether it was poetry or prose, it could have 
been written only by one man in the world, and that man 
was George Meredith. The distinctive characteristic in his 
writing was that he was present in every line he penned, and 
the sincerity and inevitableness which characterised every
thing he wrote was impressed in that manner on the reader.” 

Meredith was always himself. He never wrote a word with 
an eye to any ulterior object. He said what his genius and 
convictions prompted. No more and no less. This absolute 
honesty and sincerity marks him off from most of the writers 
of his ago. One’s mind looks round for another, and sees— 
Swinburne.

The Council of tho Guild of St. Matthew passed the fol
lowing resolution at their last meeting:—“  That the Council 
of the Guild of St. Matthew desires once again to make its 
protest against tho recent prosecution end conviction nnder 
tho Blasphemy Laws. The Council is convinced that thore 
are laws sufficient to maintain the decencies of public speech 
without having recourse to laws which place the Christian 
apologists in an invidious position of legal superiority whon 
dealing with an Atheist opponent.”— (Rev.) S tew ar t  D. 
H eadlam , Warden ; (Mrs.) V acy L yle , Hon. Sec.

Rev. R. B. Drummond, B.A., discoursed at St. Mark’s 
Unitarian Church, Edinburgh, last Sunday morning on 
Thomas Paine. Haudbills invited the public to attend and 
“  hear an account of this strenuous advocate of Liberty, 
Justice, and Truth, the famous author of the Rights o f Man 
and the Age of Reason, to whom the world owes so much 
and has hitherto acknowledged so little."

The Liverpool Branch goes on picnic to-day (July 4) to 
Eastham. A specially chartered steamer leaves Liverpool 
Landing Stago at 10 a.m. Tickets (including fare, lnncb, 
and tea) 8s. Apply to J. Hammond, 99 Belmont-road.

Tho Darwin colebration at Cambridge was an interesting 
event. His genius and achievements were represented at 
many points. But one point was not represented at all—
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and in the long run it may prove to be the most important. 
Darwin as a convinced Freethinker was entirely ignored. 
But the world will not forget him in that aspect. After the 
verdict of Cambridge there remains the verdict of History. 
And it will declare that Darwin was a revolutionist in more 
than biology. That quiet country gentleman, in that quiet 
Kentish village, where he kept in practical touch with the 
common (and eternal) life of his kind, was doing more to 
change the current of human thought, and therefore the 
stream of civilisation, than all the loud leaders ”  of men 
in the great cities of England.

Correspondents are asking us whether Dr. E. B. Foote’s 
Home Encyclopedia  is a good work and worth buying. Our 
answer is decidedly in the affirmative. We made the 
author’s personal acquaintance, which ripened into friend
ship, when we visited America twelve years and a half ago. 
He was one of the best Freethinkers in the United States 
and one of the firmest financial pillars of the Freethought 
cause. He was universally respected; and we have said 
more than once that (always after Colonel Ingersoll) we 
liked him the best of all the men we met over there. He 
was a real, not a quack, doctor, a thinker, and a philanthro
pist. His death, two or three years ago, was a great loss to 
the cause of liberty and progress. His work is being carried 
on by an able and devoted son bearing the very same name.

“ The recent death of Swinburne and Meredith has 
brought out facts with which the public was unacquainted 
during their lives. The following is of unusual interest to 
Freethinkers. A few years ago, Miss Eva Ingersoll Farrell 
(now Mrs. Brown), a niece of Mrs. Ingersoll, wrote to the 
great poet and the great novelist requesting their autographs. 
Meredith responded succinctly and expressively: 1 The name 
of Ingersoll commands me.— George Meredith.’ Swinburne 
w rote:—

‘ Dear Miss Ingersoll Farrell.—I am greatly obliged to you 
for the pleasure given me by the knowledge that your uncle, 
Colonel Ingersoll, the man whom, above all others, I should 
have hoped and wished to meet if I visited America during 
his lifetime, found something in my work worthy of his 
regard or sympathy.—Algernon Swinburne.'

This was written in 1900, four years after Ingersoll’s death. 
Swinburne and Ingersoll admired each other because both 
had done worthy work, and tlioy wore in sympathy because 
of their equal rejection and profound dislike of the popular 
religion, Christianity. In this sense 1 deep answered unto 
deep.’ ” — Truthseeker (Now York).

For the Love o f God.

“  I will say this much for tho nobility ; that, tyrannical, 
murderous, rapacious and morally rotten as they were, they 
■were deeply and enthusiastically reliyious. ’ '—Mark Twain, 
Yankee at Court of King Arthur, ch. xvii.

M a n , it is true, has been fearfully and wonderfully 
made— or evolved, to use the correct word. In tho 
development of the race Nature has been terribly 
prodigal. With all her wondrous machinery of 
destruction— cataclysms, earthquakes, cyclones, in
undations, etc.— she has wrought havoc among her 
microscopic subjects, mankind. Nature is unmoral ; 
she is neither kind nor cruel. She heeds not our 
curses, she requires not our adoration, she is deaf to 
our lamentations and blind to our sufferings. She is 
exacting and inexorable, and it is our duty to try and 
understand her motives and actions— not to bolaud or 
condemn them. Up to a century ago Nature was a 
nonentity. Back of all things vague and inexplicable 
was God. If aught occurred that intelligence could 
not grapple with, Nature was never consulted or 
considered— it was God. God was invented during 
the earth’s period of childhood to explain all the 
enigmas and incongruities of life. The infant mind 
of man gloried in brutality and exhibitions of suffer
ing. God, his own creation, was, naturally, cruel 
also. It obviously follows that the more pious a 
person was, tho more bestial and brutal ho was likely 
to be, and history boars this out. In the ancient 
world the human raco was enveloped in the clouds 
of ignorance and credulity; and God, being the expla
nation of all things, it is little wonder that the race 
invariably selected tho worst type of mind, the biggest 
fiend, to fill tho sacred office of priest. Every expres
sion of Nature’s handiwork— rain, crops, wind, pain 
and pleasure— were but manifestations of God’s 
power. To dispel tho enchantments of evil spirits, 
to keep them at bay and to look well to the supply I

of good signs and auguries, was the ordinary occa- 
pation of the priest; his more solemn and specie0 
function was to slake with blood the thirst of 
deity and his million and one satellites, the imp8’ 
gnomes, goblins, and good spirits that roamed t&® 
forests and caverns of the earth. He never look0“ 
so august and supreme as when officiating at *0 
sacrifice of infants or young maidens. Blood- 
Blood ! Tho gods called for blood, the eart 
demanded blood to fertilise the crops, and the shed
ding of the holy blood was the noblest and ®oS 
pleasing duty of the priest.

Sacrifice has always played a part of supra® 
importance in religion. The moro precious and ric 
the blood, tho greater the service to the deity I aD 
human blood was ever tho more vital and fecun  ̂
There must always be a goodly supply of victi®8 
ready at the priests’ hands, and there generally"^ 
might say always— was. Playmates, lovers surprj3 
behind the hedges, old women accused of wltc 0 
craft, so-called sorcerers and social malefactors 
dragged off. “ Brothers sold their sisters,” * and t 
holy shambles never lacked its attractions. 0

Here is a description of a religious rite cod® 
among tho almost forgotten tribe of K h o n d s ■

“ Ten or twelve days bofore the ceremony 
patricians and notables purified and bathed tbemse ’ 
according to ritual, in the sacred groves of the p«® 1 ¡B 
forest. The deity was warned to hold himsel 
readiness, the feast was preparing. .

The victim has been.crowned with flowers, a n o i^  
with oil and melted butter, and painted with ye 
saffron, the color of tho spirits of light and of b°a 
And now the people fall down and worship her, to 
is now the deity incarnate. . jjjje

It is on this principle that the Khonds and tkoi 
set up their victim as a divinity, flatter her, 
beauty, sing her praise, dance around her. At ®g y 
they rush towards her and touch her. The un 
creature brings good luck. q f hei

In the twinkling of an eyo she is stripped o 
raiment, which is torn to pieces amongst those 
contend for it. They scent their hands in , w]jicb 
scrapo off her cosm etics; entreat some spittle. 
they will carefully spread over their facos. The jjCt 
the multitude withdraws, leaving the victim tied ^  j^r 
stake, her throne, her column of glory ; they cf  ujgbt. 
alone, hungry, trembling, naked, in the chill o j,le
amid tho terrors of the forost, to await the nfe
tragedy of the morrow. What a vigil 1 The i yfllls 
solitude, the frightful silenco broken only by t ôtest 
of wild beasts, the mystorious voices of "he ^  ,̂0 
uttering words unknown, what have these to say 
poor child ? . _„iro

In tho morning the wholo villago returns to 
end. Music, fifes, gongs, littlo bells : deafening 
and screams. The people surround hor, pity i t ’ee,teà 
remind one another that only yesterday she " a3,oVed to 
as a pet. • How merry she was.’ ‘ How she 
sing and laugh.’ ”  o„ 0

“ She was your boy’s sweetheart.” Moro tbah 
paterfamilias, who would be in despair B‘loaü0\l of 
victim escape, weeps, is moved to pity ll8,llj0 8b0d 
more than tho rest ; ho thoroby is enabS « dly 
some exquisitely sweet tears, and oauso otb tb° 
souls to weep too, and, what is far more, ® e0jo- 
victim sob, which is a good omen. When g 
tion is at its height, tho officiating priest g jj.s0lf 
signal ; the multitude grows calm and ar I f !  
around in orderly mannor. The divine sp11 êll ® 
into the priest and inspires him, causes hi® 
the origin of tho sacred institution :—  ot

“  In tho beginning was tho earth a formkŝ  
mud, and could not have borno the dwelling .Dg -ji 
oven his weight ; in this liquid and oVorj Ii“ aid 
neither treo nor herb took root. Tho God H a cb1 
human blood boforo my face ! und they saC®. ¿¡y 
beforo him. Falling upon the soil, tho 1)1°
stiffened and consolidated it, and by virtuo ».
shed, tho Becds began to sprout, tho P*aU*‘3 at thol)î riii
auimals propagate. And God commanded * fee* 0
bo watered by blood every new soasou to 'L .
and solid. ,.t (o d d < Ï Ï>

All living things must suffer, and would s cO®  ̂
himself to tho victim) thou bo exempt fro®

* Arbutknot.
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atlguish ? Thy blood poured forth, oh meriali, will 
slake the thirst of the world, and she will be animated 
With new vigor.

Scarcely are these invocations at an end before the 
Pnest seizes his hatchet and approaches the meriah. 
She must not die in her bonds, since the death is 
Voluntary— of her own free will, as they say. He 
loosens her from the stake, then breaks her elbows 
aud knees with the back of hia hatchet. Then thoy 
suspend her over the oponing of a pit by the heels 
?ud neck. That she might not be strangled, she 
instinctively clutches at the sides of the trench with 

®c hands, and the priest with his carving-knife sets 
at>out slashing her arms and legs and back ; at the 
seventh stroke he cuts her throat, and the blood is 
spurted all over the ground.” *

in the name of God ! Is it any wonder 
jD . eings with a spark of human feeling smoulder- 

heart, and the light of reason illumining 
nar r brain, should hate, loathe, and detest the very 
barrie ^ od or Pr ê8  ̂ ** Shelley’s dictum, “ The 
boss» • ^ od bas fenced about all crime with holi- 
q w ’ , 18 terribly true. The one instance I have 
ljgion . 18 n°f  an isolated one. The history of re- 
rataa ' f k ^ ory of horror. It is one long pano- 
It Ny of bloodshed, torture, agony, and fearful lust. 
igno 8 born of the children of darkness, cradled in 
erueitaCe> ant̂  nourished at the breasts of barbaric 
religj and vanity. The psalms and hymns of 
ar° dro*8 ^ev? ^ on bowled from fifty million throats 
fro**. . ,Wned ignominiouslv bv the shrieks of atronvignominiously by the shrieks of agony, — .b uuiuiinuuaiy uy

111 its victims of the past:—
“  Tliere ¡3 a fountain filled with blood

_ Drawn from Emmanuel’s veins. _
if.j® impossible to separate the association of religion
JJb blood or fear or agony. They are synonymous

Even to-day, though no longer powerful
ha practise their horrid butchones at.

atlties, the symbols are still retained. One Las
to visit an ordinary church to witness the

Pectacle of otherwise gentle and sane people masti
S ; ln.8 flesh and blood of their deity at the com-
E ? l0? 'table> and singing most murderous impreca
a,?ns from the Psalms of David to that same deity,
in Con8ciou8 of tho fact that it is energy exponded
6v b® cause of a useless anachronism. Man, how-
eilps 18 flradnally becoming more and more recon-
bemsWlth facts. and the days of the priest are num-
of thumbscrew of the priest is now t e vico

CarPenter ; the rack has been converted into a
hag ; a3a ■< Crucifixion no longer fashionable, the oross

utilised for the suspension of telegraph-
^ritb *rom the stakes, w hore numberless victims a* . ? ed in * —

they *U Va'n> little children now laugh and babble 
.e race"-113̂  ba°k wards and forwards in the air. 

Ktie8tcr»fi ^  Py°8ressing, and tho instruments of 
ecominL, dedicated to the glory of God aro fast 

^boh bett ° and Ml* adapted by science to a 
Qr function— For the use of man.

J o h n  S. Cl a k k e .

Narratives iin Genesis—1Y.

SToJ ? *  B ib l e  Cr e a t io n  
^ jS Sc ie n c e .— Concluded.

o u r ° :tinW d f r °m P- 413 ‘* 
the ,0tI?e to tbn oxatnination of the Creation stor

r^ er savs record °f the fifth day’s work. Th 
“ a 13 piol’ .Wa8 b̂o creation of fish and fowl.

’ tho a 
°a tho 
be no

Greaf °d simultaneously, tt

* “ Anq 0,8 cue ci

tho kT  Ha'd’ Lot tho waters bring forth abui 
It j., ‘ a on tho f ,lnA croaturos, and lot fowl lly above tl 
the .uld be oxpanso of tho heaven.”
'‘Wq >!r. P°pula)°:^ced that the wator population
tit*,/101̂  o„i. tl,0n w ore Ornn t nS oil*,!. l (nnn/*n.,ln

iati
■**0 r*.° ^tuied - ‘ JSCBIC sim ultaneously,
b̂itn "bis don 1D™° exi8t®noe at ono and the sa.

8 ^°8eth(>°’ ^ lobim blessed tho two classes 
fbeY i'be f0Q(, 'Abo writer does not say anythi 
\ b v e d  0q or the fishes; he probably thoug 

Wat«« a matitl0r 0f faot,

® Iteclus, Primitive Polk.

immense number of the smaller species of the finny 
tribes must have been created for no other purpose 
than to furnish food for tho larger species. The 
water population being exceedingly voracious, and 
nearly all preying upon each other, would require a 
large supply of the smaller fry from the first hour of 
their existence. Small fish, such as the pilchard, 
smelt, and goby, feed upon still smaller fish, and on 
crustacean and testaeean animals. Somewhat larger 
fish, such as the mackerel, pike, and dory, live on any 
small fish, spawn, and orustaoea they can get hold of. 
Those a little larger, such as the cod aud salmon, feed 
on all kinds of small fish, inoluding sand-eels, small 
crabs, whelks, and limpets. Those larger still, such 
as the halibut, ling, and turbot, devour cod, had
docks, mackerel, skate, herrings, lampreys, etc. The 
great porpoise lives on mackerel, salmon, and her
rings. The narwhal feeds on large fish of the turbot 
and skate kind; the ray, on any sort of fish it can 
catch, its jaws being able to craokthe shell of a large 
crab. The shark swallows the largest fish whole, 
including seals, and does not even object to man. 
The whale, though such a large animal, lives on the 
smallest swimming mollusca; but it takes in a shoal 
of these at once, and so must have consumed an 
immense number on the very first day.

In the creation of fishes a clear case of design may 
be seen; for the stomachs of this class of animals 
are fitted for performing the whole work of assimila
tion without any preparation of the food by the 
mouth, so that their prey can be swallowed whole. 
To devour and be devoured was thus the first law 
implanted in the animal world. Elohim doubtless 
considered this an admirable arrangement, and so 
while all the hungry fish were catching and devour
ing tho smaller fry, he saw that his work was good, 
and blessed his newly made creatures, tho eaters, 
and those about to be eaten or already eaten, alike.

On the sixth and last day of creation Elohim made 
“ the beast of the earth after its kind, and the cattle 
after their kind, and everything that creepeth upon 
the ground after its kind,” and having seen that “ it 
was good,” he turned his attention to the creation of 
man. Moreover, tho food for all the land animals 
created was not forgotten. Elohim is reported as 
saying

“  Aud to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl 
of the air, aud to every thing that creepeth upon the 
earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green 
herb for meat.”

This, no doubt, was very good of him ; but he appears 
to have forgotten that the carnivorous animals could 
not live on raw vegetables; for, as a matter of fact, 
their teeth and their internal arrangements are not 
fitted for such diet. All tho birds of prey— the eagle, 
condor, vulture, buzzard, kite, falcon, kestrel, sparrow- 
hawk, harrier, owl, and all the rest of this class—  
would require a very large number of the smaller 
birds or quadrupeds for food from the first hour of 
their creation. The birds who lived on insects 
would also require an immense number of the last- 
mentioned creatures. The lion, tiger, leopard, jaguar, 
puma, hyena, wolf, jackal, wlld-cat, alligator, boa, 
cobra, and all the other carnivoroas animals, would 
require vast numbers of the smaller animals for their 
daily food. No provision having been made for any 
of the llesh-eating birds, beasts, or reptiles, those 
animals were reduced to tho necessity of providing 
for themselves, and from the firbt hour of their 
existence they began to prey upon the more defence
less herbivorous animals. Here, again, there is a 
truly beautiful design shown in the creation of this 
class of animals, more especially in regard to the 
teeth, beaks, claws, and talons with which thoy aro 
fnrnishod.

Leaving, for the prosent, tho Priestly writer’s 
aocount of the creation of man, wo will look at the 
second Creation story. In this narrative the god 
Yahveh— “ Yahveh elohim ”— “ formed man of the 
dust of tho ground, aud breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life : and man became a living soul.” 
Tho writer of this account appears to have imagined 
that tho external form was all that was necessary.
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He had evidently never considered the formation 
and working of the internal organs, and knew 
nothing of the elaborate net-work of veins, arteries, 
and nerves that ramified through every part of the 
human body. One solid lump of clay, fashioned into 
the outward form of a man, was all he thought of. 
The model completed, by breathing into it it was 
brought to life— like Pygmalion’s statue.

This writer further tells us that “ out of the 
ground the god Yahveh formed every beast of the 
field and every fowl of the air; and brought them 
unto the man to see what he would call them : and 
whatsoever the man called every living creature, 
that was the name thereof. And the man gave 
names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and 
to every beast of the field.” This is a truly wonder
ful story. In the first place, we behold the god 
Yahveh making with his own hands clay models of 
every kind of bird and beast. However expert he 
may have been, this work must have taken him a 
very considerable time. The number of known 
species of our present fauna (exclusive of insects 
and fishes) is, roughly speaking, about 2,000 mammals, 
8,000 birds, and 1,600 reptiles; to which must be 
added about twice that number of extinct species. 
All these animals were certainly not fashioned in the 
two days assigned to the work in the first Creation 
story. The “  Lord God ” must have been busily 
engaged on his clay models for several years.

The next matter that is truly wonderful is the 
man giving names to “ every living creature,” and 
each name, once given, being the proper name of the 
creature. How was this done ? How did the man 
think of ten thousand different names ? And how 
did he remember the names he had given when he 
happened to see the animals afterwards ? Did he 
take out a note-book, and make in it a small sketch 
of each animal, and write underneath (in indelible 
ink) the name it was to bear ? If not, what system 
of mnemonics did he employ? For myself, I set 
down his story as a big, big— statement not in 
harmony with fact.

W e are now in a position to compare the narra
tives in Genesis with the well-known facts established 
by Geology and Astronomy. Now, after carefully 
reviewing all the statements made in the two Crea
tion stories, it soon becomes apparent that upon one 
point only are the narratives (or rather, one of them) 
in harmony with science. This is: that Man appeared 
upon the scene last of all. Upon every other point 
those narratives are flatly contradicted by fact. Is 
it true, for instance, that there was the light of day, 
and “ evening ” and “ morning,” before the creation 
of the Sun ? Is it true, again, that light and dark
ness can be “ separated ” and confined in different 
places? Is it a fact that there is a solid “ firma
ment ” just above the clouds, upon which is stored 
immense quantities of water to be utilised as rain ? 
Is it true that all kinds of vegetation were brought 
into existence upon the same “ day,” or even in the 
same “ age ” ? Is it in accordance with fact that 
the Sun and Moon and the whole stellar universe 
were created later than this globe ? or that they 
wore made simply for tho purpose of giving light 
upon this planet ? Is it true that the water popula
tion and the air population came into existence upon 
the same “ day ” or in the same age ? Is it a fact 
that all mammals and “ creeping things” appeared 
upon this earth at the same period? or that none of 
either class was in existence before the appearance 
of birds ? Is it true that the whole work of creation 
was performed in six solar days of twenty-four hours 
duration, each having “ an evening and a morning ” 
as at present ? In a word, are all these Bible state
ments true ? The answer, of course, is “ N o ; not in 
a single instance.” They are, ono and all, merely 
the crude ideas of tho age in which the writer of the 
stories lived.

Instead of tho special creation of Vegetation, 
Fishes, Birds, Mammals, and Reptiles, once for all, 
upon three consecutive days (or ages), as described 
in Genesis, wo find, as a matter of historical fact, 
that in tho animal and vegetable kingdoms alike,

there was a steady and continuous evolution fr0lB 
the simplest forms to the most perfect and comple*’ 
with the ultimate survival only of the fittest. M°re| 
over, instead of this “ creation” being the work 0 
six consecutive days, the process mentioned occup100 
at least twice that number of ages, each of thoB 
sands of years duration. The following is a brj 
sketch of the evolution of animal and vegetable 11 
from the earliest times to tho present day:—
Age.
1. (None.)

Floba.

2. Marine plants (seaweed,
etc ).

3. Land plants allied to club
mosses.

4. Ferns and coniferous plants.

5. Forests of tree ferns and
cone-bearing trees.

New land 
plants.

and marine

7. Flora similar to preceding
age.

8. Pines, cypresses, yews, etc.

9.

Fauna.
Zoophytes (lowest type of an'® 

life). . r ].
Many genera of small 

lusca. 9]i
New genera of Mollusca J 6 

Fishes. _ ey.
New Mollusca and Fishes ;

eral species of Flies. rn. 
New Mollusca, Fishes, a!\ 

sects ; Reptiles and ff6 
lizards. 9 6s

New genera of same oru rl,e0n 
last; the oyster and stu b 
families. be6,

New genera of Mollusca, r j
and Reptiles ; Tortoise 
small marsupial mamm* . eS<

New genera of Mollusca, ,Si
Insects, Reptiles & M «” ¡](

New Mollusca, Fishes, 
and Mammals; Wading

Corn-bearing plants (true 
grasses); Frees as in pre
ceding age.

10. Oaks, beeches, elms, palms,
etc.

11. Fruit trees (plum, walnut,
the vine, etc.).

12. Apple, pear, cherry, peach,
raspberry, strawberry,&o.

to oxisting fauna.
13. Animal kingdom evolved nearly into their present an c’atliei
14. Primitive Man—though he may have lived at a

New Mollusca, Fishes, R P 
Mammals, and B’r“ o „ntile9' 

New Mollusca, Fishes, R ' cts.
Mammals, Birds, an1 ¡¡)es, 

Now Mollusca, Fishes, ^¡¡¡ed 
Mammals, and Biro

period.
The geological ages (numbered 1 to 14) in 
goiDg sketch are (in order): the Laurentian, Ca® 1 ¡C) 
Silurian, Devonian, Carboniferous, Permian,!- e0ei 
Jurassic, Cretaceous, Eocene, Miocene, 1
Quaternary, and Recent. ial <Having now seen the order in which ,an11?  n0t, I 
vegetable life actually appeared upon this p [ 0[
will ask the Christian upholders and pervet 
the Genesis story; (1) Which was the day ( aV°a 
prior to the first appearance of animal n > frD[fl 
which “ God ” created every kind of vegetatm ^0gj9 ? 
grass to fruit-bearing trees, as stated in . oSa,&e 
(2) Which was the day (or age) upon which .̂„pi 
deity created all the inhabitants of the wa ¡er, °3 
the smallest shell-fi3h to tho biggest sea-ino ^ ( o t  
again stated in Genesis ? (8) Which was  ̂ ^
age) upon which he created all the Birds» ° „ 0ljesis.; 
Mammals, or all tho Reptiles, as recorded io ^ jg *• 
There are, of course, no such days— or a/U e*'0.), 
true, again, that Birds and Fishes cause 1
ence upon the same day (or age), , apP0̂  
Genesis? Is it true that Reptiles die1 ' 1 i foe 
until after Fishes, Birds, and Mamma ^
called into existence, as related in G®D.g Bot 
answer is the same in every case: No, su1il 
The writer of the Bible story had not ¡¡jgpii'9*'10f
idea of the real order of “ croation , — jJistU1-' 
was powerless to reveal to him the Pa3 c0) noC

totf

the earth. Wo are indebted to Scien^®' 
Revelation, for all the knowledge we P

ARRaCa v ->■UJR4'

(To be continued.)

LIKED THE TREATMENT- ^ ¡ e j *
A slater who was engaged upon tho ,r00!L uocoO® tpc 

Glasgow fell from tho lnddor and lay lDflj egtriaD0 
state upon tho pavomout. Ono of tho P cb* 
street, who rushed to tho aid of tho p °°r j0 roVI j 
havo a flask of spirits in his pockot,  ̂ yfl11
began to pour a little down his throat. , oD, “ 0 .j 

“  Canny, mon, canny,” said a man lookiUfa ^  
choko him." . 0ye9» f o0,"

The “  unconscious ”  slater oponod h* j 0oio' a 
quietly, “ Pour awa\ mon, pour awa’ ; y° r
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Swinburne’s Religion.

&vi\ \  ê^ ers written by the late Algernon Charles 
Ceni, Urne to Edmund Clarence Stedman have re- 
Swi f  “een published in the Times. In one of them 
PubrbLrDe re êrs ^ alt0r Savage Landor’s un- 
im ls~e<J_ “ Imaginary Conversation” on the personal 
gro °r. *ty of the soul, which he calls Robert 
^ u d or,n̂ '8 "  °^ er 8̂^ e(J dogma,” though it was not

bel' ^ andor himself, I know from his own lips, had no 
on le;  °.r opinion whatever on the subject; ‘ was sure of 
best sa*di ‘ that whatever was to come was
j  . "be right thing, or the thing that ought to come ’ ; 
I r e exact sensei if not the exact phrase. I think 
ujau^ Sa  ̂ *bat be woald have agreed with me that any 
e„ u ,̂ r s°  utterly incognisable is one on which it is 
°Pinion ,.UDrea90“ able have or to wish to have an

Anti-Th0’^ 61' ê^ er> Swinburne refers to his own 
B* '°  C &  , i ioh was so obvious in the Songs

It x
PerhaS Antitheism has been so much babbled about, 
relj , ps J may here say what I really do think on 
brou 'hf8 ma^ ers. Having been as child and boy 
that”  1 UP a Swasi-Catholic, of courso I went in for 
t° u n V a88iODateIy as ôr °th0r things (e.g., well-nigh 
When8 eci°d and unashamed ecstasies of adoration 
naturalieCe*V*D̂  Sacrament) then when this was 
but a ^  8tarh dead and buried, it left nothing to me 
always f T i ?  Nihilism; for a Theist I never w as; I 
rrian co ^  ln8tinct and perceived by reason that no 
auperstit' conce*ve ° f a Personal God except by crude 
that a 10?  0r e*se by true supernatural revelation; 
b^ment Daiural ®od was the absurdest of all human 
lyptic 9 ’ because no man could by other than apoca- 
the la 0a“ ? l -e’> by other means than a violation of
of Bivin an<̂  order of nature — conceive of any other sort 
some q„ V ® S0.n than man with a difference—man with 
—man w>i *1 lutensified and some qualities suppressed 
excised TVi- 6 8°°d iu him exaggerated and the evil 
since mv . 1 8’ p 8ay ’ I have always seen and avowed 
°f courZ  ru'nd was ripe enough to think freely. Now, 
has ever b 18 *8 e.xac*' definition of every God that 
give him ft°U worablped under any revelation. Men 
ab°ut the qualities they prefer in themselves or 
b°tnestic v T 6'9"  *be Christians is good for
®hristiBri „1f_U0’. bud for patriotic. A consistently good^ r i8t i a u  on i ---- r »ww  w u u o io u o u u ij ^ u u i
Again, the „nt]0”  ° r certainly need not, love his country 

the rfn ».0* *b0 Greeks and Romans is not gooc 
v*rtneg u ..?0 , lc. (°r personal in the Christian sonse 
Who Worshi ® 0ri0U8ly good for tho patriotic. But wi 
110 Person ?  no “S e r ia l  incarnation of any qualities 

hum an'n»^ worship the Divine humanity, tho idea 
atly god n,°r 0c*aon and aspiration, without worshipin; 
¡bight call n j  p0r8on’ any fetish at all. Therefore, . 
‘he Church nf ?}, 1 wished, a kind of Christian* (o
s®Use a ij, . "lake and Shelley), but assuredly in n< 
01arige(j j^.j 8. • Perhaps you will only think this ii 
».here is Som !?’? ’ but at least it is no longer turbid 

atthew Anmi^'n 7̂-0  ̂ *bis, with much other matter ii 
bich J cam w  8 ^^eraturc and Dogma— a book fron 

^ • ^ c h  a that 1 learnt anything, since it lefi
f.hich ho trinQ\  f?u.nd mo, not far from tho point t< 
aV,!U,°fico strniS. i.ring bi.8 rea<le r ; so that I was mor< 

0fit “ G od” i c°uiing on phraBos and definition! 
. cb as X La |̂ altUosf' verbally coincident with thos( 
a0ars befoto U80d. though not in public print
ah hue boot18 bo°b  aPP0ared. But it is a very gooc 
d ia! dy' esPecialltndf has done’ 1 believo, great gooc 
tbBfS lt found i n / ’ , c?urso> among tho younger sort 
iu»c atQong tll y ecb° iu America ?) I think and hope 
be s,-u.0w> Thei *OUng0r Englishmen who think at al 

“ lier (¡f iesa 18 tottering ; Thoism, which I foel tca (if Ioro 8 'ottering ; Theism, which 1
bother . an8orous) oven than theology.”
' ^ o t in g .^ t  fr°ra theV h

same letter is als

evefi6vpfro eb8oeand w ^re0u his.tory aud mythology ( eh thns ^ lder bearing) much nearer to i
Whu6 f i l t e r ,  p ° °f tho Jews, alien from us in bloc 
°Ur 0w 10 poet of 1>Q PO0t ° f d°b is a Semitic alic 

11 ’ his nati ro.mothou8 is an Aryan kinsman 
fial history of far more real impo

!■»&>»
pcnrf(the

etl the higi1“ ’.u'nag supposing (if you like) that Jesi 
na purest samplo of man on record

aVe be dn perfectionen'Ì'ìcgendary Christ as typo of hu 
lfie hink a 8npposinu (if vou likcl that ,T

tance to us, his poetry far closer to our own thought, 
passion, speculation, conscience, than the Hebrew. This 
argument, if necessary, I may perhaps expand into a 
vindication of my choice in taking up what may seem, 
but is not and should not be, a remote and obsolete 
theme to work upon.”

Correspondence.

THE ACADEM Y  AND MR. HARRY BOULTER.
TO THE EDITOR OF “  THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—Doubtless you noticed last week that the Academy 
waxed virtuously indignant with Mr. Frank Harris for 
calling attention to tho sentence of “ a month’s imprison
ment on a disreputable scoundrel of the name of Harry 
Boulter.”  As I have never heard Mr. Boulter lecture, I am 
not in a position to defend his choice of language in his 
attacks on Christianity. It may well be that it is as coarse 
as I am given to understand by many of my friends who 
are by no means mealy-mouthed. Still, the editor of the 
Academy should be careful not to invite comparison between 
his own writing and Mr. Boulter’s. I distinctly remember 
reading an article in La Revue Blanche which, if it were 
translated and printed in the Academy, would cause pain 
and disgust to many of the young ladies who a little while 
ago found in the editor a champion of morality against the 
insidious doctrine of a trashy novel like Mr. Wales’ Yoke.

The article is frankly an apology for Uranian or Greek 
love, homosexuality, or, to put it plainly for those who prefer 
a spade to be called a spade, sodomy. He asks why we 
have come to regard this relationship as unnatural. It is 
incorrect, he thinks, to ascribe the change of opinion to 
Christianity.

“  Certainly, if Christianity did produce this result it was 
not the fault of Christ. No word against this divine love 
was ever pronounced by Christ, who, on the contrary, as 
Marlowe has noted, was himself an example of it, in his 
relation with Saint John. At all times Christians have mis
understood the simple and obvious teaching of their founder, 
and to the Church belongs a large share of the responsibility 
in the stupid persecution of men who are indeed the salt of
the earth...... The greatest amongst the world’s philosophers,
poets, painters, warriors were Uranists...... From personal
experience I have found that sodomists are generally intel
lectually superior to other men, and at Oxford they are to be 
found principally amongst the athletes. In our public 
schools Greek love is so general that those only are not 
sodomists who are physically unlit.”

I could quote much more in the same strain, but the above 
is sufficient to show that the editor of the Academy has this 
in common with Mr. Harry Boulter—he causes pain and dis
gust. Let him print such stuff in the Academy, and his sub
scribers would vanish. Let him speak it in some open place, 
and ho would be where Mr. Boulter is now.

F rancis W illiam s .

National Secular Society.

R eport of F ir st  M eeting  of the  N e w  E xecutive  
held  on T h u r sd ay , J une 24.

Tho President, Mr. G. W. Foote, in the chair. There were 
also present:—Messrs. J. Barry, E. Bowman, C. Cohen, H. 
Cowoll, W. Davey, J. T. Lloyd, W. Loat, Dr. Nichols, C. 
Quinton, F. Schaller, H. Silverstien, S. Samuels, F. Wood, 
V. Roger, E. Charlton, R. Rosetti.

The first business was the re-election of Officers. Secre
tary, E. M. Vance; Monthly Auditors, Messrs. Samuels and 
L eat; Benevolent Fund Committee, Messrs. Roger, Wood, 
Leat, and Samuels.

Now members were admitted for the New Liverpool and 
Bristol Branches, and for the Parent Society.

Tho President reported upon the Boulter prosecution, and 
it was resolved to ask the Editor of the Freethinker to open 
a Fund in that journal to cover the expenses incurred by the 
N. S. S. in the defence.

The Outdoor Lectures were discussed, and it was resolved 
that all London Branches having carried on a bond fide 
course of lectures during the season should receive a stipu
lated sum per lecture upon application to headquarters. 
Other routine business having been transacted, the meeting
closed. e . M. V ance , General Secretary.

It is a boautiful thing to model a statue and give it life ; 
to mould an intelligence and instil truth therein is still 

I more beautiful.—  Victor Hugo.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday 
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
Outdoor.

B ethnal G reen B ranch N. S. S. (Victoria Park, near the 
Fountain): 3.15 and 6.15, F. A. Davies, Lectures.

Camberwell B ranch N. S. S. (Brockwell Park): 3.15 and 6, C. 
Cohen, Lectures.

K ingsland B ranch N. S .S . (Ridley-road). 11.30, J. W . Mar
shall. “  Looking unto Jesus.”

N orth L ondon B ranch N. S. 8. (Parliament Hill, Hampstead): 
3.30, Miss K. B. Kough, “ Does Christianity Uplift Women?”

W est H am B ranch N. S. S. (Outside Maryland Point Station, 
Stratford): 7, E. C. Saphin, “  A Few Coincidences.”

W ood G reen B ranch N. 8. S. (Spouters’ Corner) : 11, a 
Lecture.

W oolwich B ranch N. S. S. (Beresford-square) : 11.30, a Lec
ture.

COUNTRY.
Outdoor.

B irmingham B ranch N. S. 8 .: Annual Picnic.
B ristol B ranch N. 8. 8. (DurdhamDowns): 7.30, B. G. Brown, 

“  Thomas Paine: His Life and Work.”  Thursday, July 8 (Hay- 
market), at 8, “  The Christian in Principle and in Practice.”

D alkeith (High-street): Saturday, July 3, P. Stuart,‘ ‘ The 
Salvation Army and the Public.”

E dinburgh Secular Society : The Meadows, 3. Mr. Stuart, a 
Lecture; Leith Links, 2.30, a Lecture ; The Mound, 6.30, a 
Lecture.

Newcastle Branch N. 8 .8 . (Cathedral Café): July 7, at 7.30, 
Meeting.

TRUE MORALITY;
Or, The Theory and Practice of Neo-Malthualaniem,

AN

OFFER TO FREETHINKERS'
(fe==ia©

CUTLERY SET,
Complete, 55 Pieces, 26s. 6d.

Sheffield make, guaranteed to wear w'l! 
throughout. Carriage paid and money 

returned if not approved of. 
JEWELLERY OF EVERY DESCRIPTION-

S P E C I A L  T E R M S  T O  F R E E T H I N K E R  '
G E O R G E  E N G L IS H  & CO.,

G2a HIGH HOLBOEN LONDON, WL-

BUSINESS CARDS. ^
Short advertisements are inserted under this heading at .rscrnent 
of 23. per half inch and 3s. 6d. per inch. No adver ' 0ne 
under this heading can be less than 2s. or extend bey 

inch. Special terms for several continuous insertio
IS, I BELIEVE,

T H E  BEST BOOK
ON THIS SUBJECT,

Superfine Large-paper Edition, 176 pagei, with Portrait and Auto
graph, bound in cloth, gilt-lettered, pott free It. a copy.

In order that it may have a largo otroulation, and to bring it 
within the reaoh of the poor, I have issued

A POPULAR EDITION IN PAPER COVERS.
A copy of this edition post free for 2d. A dozen oopies, for dis

tribution, post free for one shilling.
The National Reformer of September <1, 1892, says: "M r.

Holmes's pamphlet.......is an almost ucexoeptiona! statement
of the Neo-Malthusianism theory and praotloe......and through
out appeals to moral feeling.......The speoial value of Mr.
Holmes’s service to the Neo-MalthuEian cause and to human 
well-being generally is jnst his combination in his pamphlet 
of a plain statement of the physical and moral need for family 
limitation, with a plain aocount of the means by which it can be 
secared, and an offer to all ocncorned of the requisites at the 
lowest possible prices.”

The Counoil of the Malthusian Loague, Dr. Drysdale', Dr. 
AUbutt, and others, have also spoken of ii in very high terms. 

Ordert should bo sent to the author,
J. R. HOLMES, EAST HANNEY, W ANTAGE.

Natural Religion
OB

T H E  SECRET OF ALL T H E  CREEDS.
BY .

F. J. B.

Being an abbreviated rendering in English of the great work of 
Dupuis, L'Origine de tout let Cultet, first published in 1794, from 
which Robert Taylor, Logan Mitchell, and other astro-mythical 
exponents of Christianity have so largely drawn. This little book 
thoroughly explains the astronomical origin of Christianity, in a 
manner which everyone may essily understand. It will be of 
the deepest interest to Freethinkers and an astonishing eye- 
opener to orthodox Christians. Its value is enhanced by the 
inclusion of three important plates from Dupuis, reproduced (with 

difficulty) on India paper, which will not break with folding.

Bound in Cloth. Price Two Shillings.
Postage Twopence Extra.

T he Pioneer Press, 2 Nowcaatlo-otreot, Farringdon-street, E.C.

SO U T H E N D -O N -SE A .— Apartments or Paying 
Guests with homely family ; healthy position, open country ; 

piano, bath, large lawn ; two minutes from trams.—6 Hamstall- 
road.

H. S. W ISH ART (N .S .S ., C. F., and I. L. P )> 
cate of Freethonght and Humanism, 0^fnll£!lA

Freet,bdifte
Atheism, Socialism, and Humanism. F °r  ̂ e(js. 
etc., apply 22 Sandhurst-avenue, HarehiHs>jJi^jj

lectures, debates, or missions on

ANNUAL SUMMER SALE.— 3s. in the £  discounM>“ ]c8, 
Suits to Measure during sale. Let mo send you sj wife 
You will secure a bargain.— J. W. Gott, 28 Churo 
Bradford. ju

CHRISTIAN SOCIALISM MUST BE EXPOSED 
all the best Anti-Christian Socialist publications,
2s, Gd. parcel for eighteen penny stamps, P°st 
D yson , 69G Bolton-road, Bradford._____ _________ ____ 'jjjjé

BRADFORD is the place for good, reliable ClothiUr^.j to
cloth is woven here, and I make a first-class* __jj.
measure for 27s. Gd., guaranteeing satisfactio 
W ilson , 22 Northside-terrace, Bradford.

EASTBOURNE. —  Apartments near Downs; 
from sea.— C. B r id g k r , 33 Watts-lane.

GENTLEMAN wants Board-rebidence in Freetbin . c0olo_. 
as only boarder. Strictest cleanliness and 6 t neê e 
essential. Easy access to City. Terms about - e
full board on Sundays. Permanency if conveni 
write :—Friiz Jonas, 61 Mark-lane, London.

ofhave received from the Pioneer Press a copy “gtepi^. 
able book, entitled Ralph Criclclewood, by Stephen W *  *  c]et0 . 
It gives a very vivid account of the mental evolution of 
man. who is convinced bv study that many of bis forn*cr

■elifF
ini! » »

man, who is convinced by study that many of bis XL’i‘Uetr»'yIiT0r- 
beliefs are not founded on fact. We think we arc »ay 
secret in saying this is the actual experience ot belie ,j,j
Persons of all shades of religious belief, and no rel]Seiasoi oi 
all, may derive much intellectual benefit from a 1> 
book.” —John Dull.

) o à iRalph Crlcklewo( ^
A Twentieth Century Critical and R£lti° 

Expose of Christian Mytholo^'
(In the F orm of a N ovel.) ^

By STEPHEN F IT Z-ST E P #^'
A Well-Wisher of the Human Fan^H’

"— ------------------------  Qcli
388 pages, cloth. P r i c e  3 s -

Post Free. -

The Pionf.er Pbksh, 2 Nowcastlo-strcot, I arring*3°B
.gtr00“'

f
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T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y ,
LIMITED

Company Limited by Guarantee

Registered Office— 1 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, H.O.

0  hair man of Board of Directors—Mx. G. W. FOOTH 

Secretary—B M. VANCE (Miss),

t£,.' ®08,6*y wia o.'modln 1898 to afford legal security to the 
JvSII*M ana application ol funds for Secular purposes.

ObJt morandam °f Association sets forth that the Society's 
sboni« v,9re :—b.’o promote the principle that human oonduot 
a»tu, i 3 ba3eil upon natural knowledge, and not upon super- 
8a(j ?* belief, and that human welfare in this world ia the proper 
T0 a;i thought and aotion. To promote freedom of inquiry. 
Piets °m°t8 universal Secular Eduoation. To promote the com- 
laW[a.8®bulariaati°n of the State, etc., eto. And to do all such 
hold . 'bings as are oonduoive to auoh objoots. Also to have, 
Oi jj ’ e°°lve, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised, 
the t.*'ea!btil by any person, and to employ the same for any of 

Tha .P0“ 8 01 th® Booiety.
tould 8 .ty °* m8mb9rs is limited to £1, in case the Sooioty 

1>»bUiti8V8r oe w°nnd up and the assets wore insufficient to oovor 
y e ®a~~a most unlikely oontingonoy. 

yearlv °8aa Pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent 
The Rab,30rlP«°n of five shillings. 

ltrDW Boolety has a considerable number of members, but a muoh 
NnednUlBber *a desirable, and it is hoped that some will be 
It P8r‘iafm0a®st tbose who read this announcement. All who join 
lit iesQn̂ ate *n tke control of its business and the trusteeship of 
lion that1063’ *a exPre9aiy provided in the Articles of Asaooia- 
the Bocief0 EnGrnber, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from 
&ny y> either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in

Tha n f 1“ 878*-
t̂eotorB°C 8ty'B a®aira &ro managed by an oleoted Board of 

b»elve m ’ 08ns*8ting of not less than five and not more than 
8mbers, ono-third of whom retire (by ballot) each year

but are capable of ra-eleetioa. An Annual Genera Meeting of 
members must be held in London, to receive the Report, elict 
new Directors, Bnd transaot any ether business that may arises

Being a duly registered body, the Secular Sooioty, Limited 
can receive donations and bequests with absoluto security. 
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to make 
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society's favor in their 
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension. 
It Is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The exeoutors 
have no option but to pBy them over in the ordinary oourse of 
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in 
connection with any of the wills by which the Booiety has 
already been benefited.

Tho Society's solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battcook 23
Rood-lane, Fenohuroh-street, London, E.O.

A Form of Btfuett.—The following is a sufficient form of 
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators:—M I give and 
" bequeath to the Seoular Sooiety, Limited, the sum of £—  
" free from Legaoy Duty, and I direct that a receipt signed by 
"two members of the Board of the said Society and the Secretary 
" thereof shall be a good discharge to my Exeoutors for the 
" said Legacy."

Friends of the Sooiety who have remembered it in their wills 
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary of 
the faot, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will 
(if desired) treat it as Btriotly confidential. This is not necesfary. 
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, and 

, their contents have to be established by competent testimony.

Under the Ban
T H E

of the London County Council.
P O P U L A R  E D I T I O N

[Revised and Enlarged)

BIBLE ROMANCES
G. W. FOOTE.

With a Portrait of the Author
lie

6i0ePtionaii<1*'* NewtPaper says:— “ Mr. G W. Footo, ohairman of the Secular Society, is well known as a man of 
e?largod edf‘ ity' His Bible Romances have had a large sale in the original edition. A popular, revised, and 
, °et, Lon 1 l°n' P r*c0 of 6d., has now boon published by tho Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastlo-street, Farringdon.

° Modern - for tl10 Secular Society. Thus, within tho reach of almost everyone, tho ripest thought of tho loaders 
°pinion aro being placed from day to day.”

144 Largo Double-Column Pages, Good Print, Good Paper
w  S I X P E N C E  — N E T

^  P l°N E E R  PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.

— --- ------------------- -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

et^ i n i s c e n c e s  o f  C h a r l e s  B r a d l a u g h
BY

a*̂Ost
G. W. FOOTE.

« ? » « «■tag over written about Brndlangh. Mr. Footo s porsonnl recollections of 
vs de*th „ ^ noclast” during many exciting years, with a page on bis attitude in tho presence 
P ty w  ’ and an account of his last appearance as President of tho National Secular Society.

a t  s i x p e n c e , r e d u c e d  t o  t w o p e n c e .
(Postago Halfpenny.)

^ ® e r  p r e s s , 2 N e w c a s t l e  s t r e e t , f a r r i n g d o n  s t r e e t , L o n d o n , e .c .
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A LIBERAL OFFER—NOTHING LIKE IT.
Greatest Popular Family Reference Book and Sexology— Almost Given Away. A Million s°

at 3 and 4 dollars— Now Try  it Yourself.
Insure Your Life—You Die to W in; Buy this Book, You Learn to Live.

Ignorance kills—knowledge saves—be wise in time. Men weaken, sicken, die' 
knowing how to live. “  Habits that enslave ”  wreck thousands—young and ? ’ 
Fathers fail, mothers are “ bed-ridden,” babies die. Family feuds, marital miserl 

divorces—even murders—All can be avoided by self-knowledge, self-control.
You can discount heaven—dodge bell—here and now, by reading and applymO 
wisdom of this one book of 1,200 pages, 400 illustrations, 80 lithographs on 18 anatoV* 

color 2>lates, and over 250 prescriptions.
OF COURSE YOU WANT TO KNOW WHAT EVEEYONE OUGHT TO

■not

The Yodno—How to choose the best to marry.
The Married—Hew to be happy in marriage.
The Fond Parent—How to have prize babies.
The Mother—How to have them without pain.
The Childless—How to be fruitful and multiply.
The Curious—How they “  growed ”  from germ-cell.
T he Healthy—How to enjoy life and keep well.
The Invalid—How to brace up and keep well.

Whatever you’d ask a doctor you find herein, or (if not, Dr. F. will answer your inquiry free, any time). ,
Dr. Foote's books have been the popular instructors of the masses in America for fifty years (often re-written, enl®rj> is 
and always kept up-to-date). For twenty years they have sold largely (from London) to all countries where El?”‘ „rice 
spoken, and everywhere highly praised. Last editions are best, largest, and most for the price. You may save the 
by not buying, and you may lose your life (or your wife or child) by not knowing some of the vitally important truths i

Most Grateful Testimonials From Everywhere.
Gudivoda, India : “ It is a store of medical knowledge in plainest 

language, and every reader of English would be benefited 
by it.”—W. L. N.

Triplicane, India : “  I have gone through the book many times, 
and not only benefited myself but many friends also.”— 
G. W. T.

Panderma, Turkey : “ I can avow frankly there is rarc|y . ¡j, 
found such an interesting book as yours.” —K. H. v̂j]ol6

Calgary, Can. : “  The information therein has changed my
idea of life—to be nobler and happier.”—D. N. M. rjce. 

Laverton, W. Aust. : “ I consider it worth ten times the 1 
I have benefited much by it.” —It. M.

Somewhat Abridged Editions (800 pp. each) can be had in German, Swedish, Finnish, or Spa:nisb-

Price EIGHT SHILLINGS by Mail to any Address.

O R D E R OF T H E  P I O N E E R  P R E S S ,
2 NEW CASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.C.

Single Suits
AT

Wholesale Prices.

1 Messrs. Whitehouse and Co. have sent us sample3
W'1

boots, and we are bound to say, without posing as an autli“1,r>tf
"™ “ , “ “ “  ““V» --------- -------- °  j  Vftl°e
on such matters, that they seem to us extremely g°u 
the money.”—Freethinker, January 3, 1900.

lot

Catalogue sent post free on applicati011'

Advertising is no good unless backed up by 
good value for money.

GEO. JESSOP & SON, LTD.,
realise this, and as many readers 
of the “ Freethinker” have already 
proved, they more than fulfil what 

they claim to do.

Th£W sBusiness V»
B o o t ' jt

B e a l b o x c f ^golosh, jockey toe. i>J

SS
solid leatW- 7l 8,

sizes 5- jq
and iM f

Send Postcard for
Patterns and Self-measurement Form.

GEO. JESSOP & SON, LTD.,
Clothing Manufacturers, 

B A T L E Y ,  Y O R K S H I R E .

Please mention this paper.

8s. 6d

__________ J 10/0 an
Welted, Lace or Derby

We have no*

pOsl

j  12/6.
GENTS.’ Box Calf Boots, Lace or Derby I?/0 l5/I).

Giaco Kid, Lace or Derby 12/6. a
Tan Willow Calf, Laco or Derby 10/0 a»

1216’

-¿“ fand6® 1.
Glace Kid Boots, Lace or Button W1

6/2'
LADIES’ Box Calf Boots, Lace 5/11, Button " . n ^  ,

Tan Giaco Kid Boots, Laco 7/11. 
Black Glace Shoes, Lace 0/0.

I. ,, Six Bar 6/6.
Tan Glace, Six Bar or Gibson O/U-

All Goods sent Post Free 
Foreign Orders must bo accompanied by E-'1*'

ttóe'po S'

• * i o i f f lWhen ordering please enclose postal
your requirements

WHITEHOUSE & CO., BOOT FACTORS- ^

Printed and Published by the Pioseib Press, 2 Nowcaatlo-atroot, London, E.O.


