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in a ° ^  tS accePtable, at least excusable, w ith the gods, 
^  as they easily pass by the heedless failures of 
^ 0is> while the ' miscarriages of such as are knoivn to 

e more wit shall hardly obtain a pardon.—E ra sm u s .

Christian Biography.

Pals Arnold called History a Mississippi of
a \ t;G ood* .He might have called Christian History 
Well .A18!1«*  Malignant Falsehood. Herder was 
de8e a ^l80d in saying that “ Christian veracity ’’ 
delib 6<f rank with “ Punic Faith.” There is a 
oQly t ^ 6 e*ement m both. Christians have not 
milk J  t t ,  â'8ehood as naturally as a cat laps 
in Wb; ^ kave cultivated it as a fine art, and the way 
êar and L^e^-^ave emP'°yed it against those they 

aa£;e *8 a perfect object lesson in their own
Eveiv °r.iginal 8in-Chri8tj 8reat Freethinker has been the target for 

fill a ,an mendacity. The lies about Voltaire would 
Ihonja8°p '- ^  iar^e supply has been bestowed on 
to take tLar -  readers will recollect how I had 
ago, for a ^ 6V.‘ ^ r’ Torrey to task, only a few years 
man-8 w:5e'daring that Paine eloped with another 
that Col G' ^ nother lie from the same mint was 
b°ok8 n °Pe ^pgersoll helped to circulate obscene 
■̂bese lifi articles through the American mails, 

^terwnra \ ere thoroughly exposed, first by me, and 
^°rrey k„8 ky Mr. W. T. Stead, but the Rev. Dr. 
n?aQ of A D°  ̂aP°i°8i8e(J for them yet. A country- 
^boinas r8’- ex'.b’resident Roosevelt, has described 
^Ithonnu1!!10 Pri° t  as a “ dirty little Atheist ” 

A cornni s Was c£ean> tall, and a Deist.
Paries Rr m c°iiection of Christian lies about 
tae latest a angk would be a weighty budget. But 
^ i n „  f„mneiLtakea the cake. It seems to be a 
i’hth 0f vT 6 that ho was half responsible for the 
al re8bon Jk?r?ra,£ao Bottomley—the other part of 

v -̂be foli0, -1 belonging to Mrs. Besant.
8,8 lost ren lifj 18 an extract from a letter which 

a personfw -me from a reader of the Freethinker, 
» Las, a inend of mine, resident in London :— 
those ’aturday I was at a musical gathering (several 

*aterval wf00*1 b°mg strangers to me), and during an 
Present o{ ?,n gentlemen were deprived of the 
n? Mr. H *• Hdies, the conversation veered round 
t e Staten*1”0 hottomley, the Editor of John Dull. 
f had hoat-a n>t Was mado (aud this was the first time 

of the l tllat Mr< Horatio Bottomley was tho 
‘bat We ^ ato Mr. Charles Bradlaugh. (I may explain 
Vlv*ality an a ^hed assemblage, simply met for con
i'8 t° the so QlU8*0h Instantly I questioned tho speaker 
Ieted the r^ ° e,o£ Ms information, when another prof- 
atld Mrs. g *nat“i. 1 Oh, yes, that’s a well-known fact; 
aQd had t csant *s bis mother M I was non-plussed, 
?6ver before ,con£enI myself with observing that I had 
° ascertain . the suggestion, but would take stops 
ark ŷas 3 truth or falsity, as I folt that tho re- 

v. “radians. 0 s<"ely to asperse the namo of Bottomloy 
^ ¡ U t v  an’ “nth, as Freethinkers, and was in all 
at°0̂ °i to havo° °er P*ous ho. I should bo so glad, Mr.

at*y rate Pr°nouncement, as I fool that you,
in tl lbo trutlou d hnow tho facts, and will not trillo 
«. ‘ho circle of V , I’hero were some twonty gentlemen 
oioni^^eut T Is. , ors> and if I am ablo to contradict 

•fhi Abasia,» shall certainly take stops to do so with 
l . 8 8tory ia
1 0 contemptibly silly that I should

apologise even for mentioning it if I did not know 
what a credulous race of people has been produced 
by nineteen centuries of Christian conspiracy against 
the truth. Even my reader and friend, who is a 
capable as well as an honorable man, is a little 
apprehensive about this new effort in Christian bio
graphy. He inquires of me with a certain trembling. 
He feels I will not trifle with the truth. So much 
has “ Christian veracity ” infected the whole intel
lectual atmosphere!

I never heard that Mr. Bottomley was ashamed of 
his parentage. It would greatly astonish me to learn 
that he had any resemblance to Davenant, the poet 
and dramatist, who cultivated the idea that he was 
a by-blow of William Shakespeare’s. Mr. Bottomley 
is not even dead. He is able to satisfy people as to 
the identity of his father and mother. And then 
there is the chronology,—which is easily ascertain
able and settles the matter beyond dispute.

I became acquainted with Bradlaugh in 1869. In 
1870 I was in the fall tide of the Freethought move
ment. Mrs. Besant was not then on the horizon. 
She was the wife of a Lincolnshire clergyman, living 
at the vicarage, and nursing her two babies. Her 
age at that time was twenty-three. Differences of 
religious opinion separated her from her husband, 
and she came to London. She met with Bradlaugh’s 
paper by accident. She went to the Hall of Soience 
to hear him on August 2, 1874. She had never seen 
him before. In less than a month she was contribu
ting to the National Reformer over the signature of 
“ Ajax.” Her first lecture was delivered at the 
Co-operative Hall, Castle-street, London, W., on 
August 25 of the same year. It was not on a Free- 
thought subject. It dealt with “ The Political 
Status of Woman."

All these facts and dates appear in Mrs. Besant’s 
Autobiography. And in a general way I can corro
borate them. I have a distinct recollection of her 
advent on the Freethought press and platform. I 
knew her personally while she was writing as “ Ajax” 
in Bradlaugh’s paper, which I was writing for my
self. She did not begin lecturing for our movement 
until 1875.

Now comes an exquisite joke. Mr. Bottomloy 
stated in John Bull a few months ago that he sat on 
the platform near Mrs. Besant when she delivered 
her first lecture. Behold the beauty of Christian 
biography! Bradlaugh and Mrs. Besant first set 
eyes on each other on August 2, 1874. Mrs. Besant 
delivered her first lecture on August 25, 1874. Mr. 
Bottomley was able to attend public meetings and 
occupy platform seats. I know he was old enough, 
for I knew him personally. As a nephew of George 
Jacob Holyoake it was natural that he should run 
across me at the house of Mrs. Austin Holyoake, who 
had subsequently married Mr. Theodore Wright. I 
was living with them in 1875, and Mr. Bottomley 
was for some time an inmate of tho house. He was 
then a lad of about fourteen.

Now I admit that Horatio Bottomley is a very 
clover man. But he couldn’t possibly be as clever 
as this pious story depicts him. To get born, and 
grow to tho age of fourteen, by August 25, 1874, 
although his parents never saw each other until 
August 2, 1874, is too clever a bit of business oven 
for tho honorable member for South Hackney.

G. W. F o o t e .
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The Sham of Christian Belief.

This is a Christian country. So much is affirmed 
in numerous papers and from thousands of pulpits. 
And the statement is supported by proofs of a more 
or less conclusive character. Preaohers point to our 
extensive possessions as evidence that the British 
Empire has been selected by Providence to carry the 
blessings of British rule—which is British Chris
tianity disguised—to all parts of the earth ; and 
whenever a new territory is conquered, or annexed, 
or protected, missionary advocates dilate upon the 
door that Providence has newly opened for the intro
duction of the Gospel. That this is the work of 
Providence is further proven by the spontaneous 
indignation with which the British Christian meets 
the attempts of other nations to carry on the same 
policy of evangelisation. It would be stupid to 
believe that, having selected us for the work, Provi
dence would straightway appoint other nations to 
obstruct our process of religious expansion. The 
sinister and selfish motives of Germany or Russia are 
manifest to the poorest type of Christian intelli
gence. The work is ours—and if material profit 
accrues from this unselfish task, so much the better. 
But we are a religious people, resolved at all costs to 
carry British Christianity to the ends of the earth, 
and if other countries obstruct us—and Providence 
—they do so at their peril.

It is, therefore, regretable, under these circum
stances, that Mr. W. T. Stead should have struck a 
jarring note in connection with the International 
Press Conference. He complains that religious 
papers were practically unrepresented at that gather
ing. Further, in an article in the Daily Chronicle, he 
charges editors and journalists with systematically 
ignoring Christianity in their daily work. The 
ordinary press, he says, does not editorially recognise 
even a fifty per cent, chance that there is a Deity 
who cares anything for us or ours.

“ Even those great fundamental postulates of all 
religions, God and a future life, are equally ignored. 
If anyone denies this, let him ask himself if a visitor 
from Mars were to read all the editorials in all our daily 
papers would he even for ono moment have a glim
mering suspicion that the men who wrote them or the 
readers for whom thoy were written had any faith 
whatever either in the existence of a God or in the 
persistence of our personality after death.”

Now I probably think less of journalists in general 
than does Mr. Stead ; yet I fancy this passage hardly 
does the knights of the pen justice. It may be true 
that they do not perpetually refer to the belief in 
God and a future life, and to Christian doctrines. 
Yet it must bo admitted that British editors do what 
they can to protect and preserve these beliefs. Our 
press takes the most elaborate care to preserve with 
the unthinking public the conviction that all these 
beliefs are accepted by the wisest and best of mankind. 
For all that the public can learn from the general 
press, any such thing as an organised attack upon 
Christian beliefs might be non-existent. That this 
attack rests upon the most elaborate research, pro
found scholarship, and recent scientific acquirements, 
it would also never discover. Our press keeps up 
a most elaborate pretence that such people who do 
attack Christianity are vulgar, illiterate, and, gener
ally speaking, horrible examples of what people ought 
not to be. If Athoism is mentioned at all, it is in 
connection with something of a most unattractive 
character, so that the public may be warned off by 
noting the unexpressed moral. Surely these services 
deserve some word of recognition. Our journalists 
may not believe in the strenuous manner in which 
Mr. Stead believes. But thoy believe up to the 
point of boycotting, misrepresenting, and slandering 
by innuendo in the interests of a creed that has always 
found those things conformable to its interests. And 
Mr. Stead might bethink himself that if our jour
nalists did take to writing on religious subjects thore 
might soon bo loss religion amongst us than there is 
at present. Few things are so well calculated to

encourage disbelief in Christianity as the argume^ 5 
of its supporters.

For the rest, one may oheerfully admit that * 
visitor from Mars would be a little puzzled both 
our religious beliefs and at the divorce 
theory and practice. And, if it be true, as 
speculative thinkers hold, that the Martians ftr“ 
more considerably advanced intellectually than 
are, he would look at us in much the same way tĥ  
a civilised European does at a tribe of savages, tw’ 
in many respects, he would group both Europe^, 
and savages together. Without the possession 
that fearful and wonderful cast of mind, only t° 
acquired by a theological training, he would bei 
unable to distinguish between the religious belief 
the two peoples. The savage praying to his fe*18 ' 
and the modern preacher praying to his God, w00 
be, to our Martian observer, only two terms 10 
series, the latter of which possesses no gr0ft ,e 
validity or value than the former. He would ® 
with amazement a people who, while priding ®h j 
selves on their scientific culture, yet maintain^ 
elaborate organisations to teach doctrines that ^  
either a direct negation of ascertained scieD 
truths or are held without the least scientific 
ranty, and in defiance of scientific method. So° y 
visitor might well be puzzled to decide whether 
modern European is a savage who has manage“ 
annex someone else’s clothes and learned t° j 
his language, or the savage a European wb° 
thrown off clothing and acquired a new dialect. 

After all, the absence of reference to relig10

to

our press faithfully represents the divorce ¡8
by. itstheory and practice in our daily life, Our 

only a solemn pretence made res_ 
universal character. That really and only l4a“°'0e 
person, the savage, does act upon his belie1, ^  
believes the gods do things, and he invokes the 
and deprecates their anger accordingly. " D. ’¡on- 
serve, that as a Christian people we fit out m1 .o0

t b <
fcknotf’

sa*-“i

n s -

ary expeditions to laugh at his belief and 
strate their absurdity. W e teach the savage 
fetish whom he can see, and does to that extent 
does nothing; and we offer him another fetish ^  
he cannot see, and oannot hope to understand, 
we tell him does everything. We find him 
and intellectually honest. We civilise  ̂
transform a honest savage into an intellectua 1 "¡¡¡g 
tion. We ask him to become as we are, Pr°ajj tbe 
one thing and practising another, and we 0 
process developing his religious nature. fyett

Mr. Stead is righ t; the people do not act 0 
religious beliefs. And the sufficient reason 
they cannot. The necessity for action °v̂ ^1»  
the demands of theory, and, when something ^  ^d 
be done, religious theory is thrown to the w„gti^  
people act as their wisdom and their 
suggests. If a public man were to sugg0S pf0' 
should leave the settlement of the unempm^ ^  g«[ problem, jof 1

all
eft90 ’

blem, the drink problem, the land 
other problem to God, he would be 
fool, oven by his brother religionists, !^r• 
tells us the leaders of the labor party ftr0 cage,  ̂
tian men. This may or may not bo the ept jj 
important thing is that they go to pa1-!* K 
secure reform, as they might do were 
thorough-going Atheists. They may yLoagb htj 
God can do everything; they act as 1 ,jflrHeIIl|ii 
deity is powerless, without an act of P^r,;ev0 ; j0 
back up his wishes. Christians may 00ullijel ¡̂,0 
faith can move mountains, but when a ^  y  
bo constructed they call in the engin00 rayfifj 
navvy. All Christians believe that tbo ŷ 
faith will save the sick, but the handfm 9tio3 
upon this belief are treated as orimina 0{\, ¡0 
their fellow believers, and imprisoned if uggl^jj) 
children die with nono but tho “ ^ *
attendance. In tho black days of the 
War, when the British Army was 0XP , fof $0fl 
series of “ reverses," Christians oried ° fg, 
guns, more men, more horses, better m 1 
of them suggested that tho need in Sou ^  ft 
for more religion, or that a regim00
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8Q0tdd *e ordered to the front. Indeed, if the 
fa +8ti°n had been made to send to South Africa a 
th  ̂t ° U8an(l8 of British parsons, none but Free- 

p ers would have supported the proposal.
Ion 60̂ e can onfy a°t on their religious beliefs so 
va'r aS ^*08e remain a true expression of the pre- 

1 lag social and intellectual life. But no one can 
Ev 6nd. ^hat Christianity fulfils this condition, 
hi n since the thirteenth century, at least, the 
c„..0ry °f Christianity has been a record of modifi- 
led °DS and rejections. Every advance in know- 
p] ^e’ 8̂ ery improvement in social conditions has 
tyjoj Christianity more completely out of touch 

hfe. Its theory of prayer and of special provi- 
<jU],Ce oas been so falsified by experience that the 
treat .,ref?8e ao  ̂ uPon ih> and the more astute 
been ** ^^h  a smile. Its teaching of miracle has 
cei)f  enfirely discarded before the advancing con
f e r 00 °f natural causation. From one quarter 
Credi|a^ ° ^ er eyi<Ience has been forthcoming to dia
ls,  ̂ ii 8Pecial doctrines, until it is left an intel- 
it8 e • y discredited superstition, only maintaining 
eff0rt 18tence because of the more or less interested 

j^ s  of thousands of special pleaders, 
from ,, PraeIical exclusion of religious journalism 
c o o *6 ^ res8 Conference was no more than an un- 
sci0Ua°'l8 ^cognition of this fact. I say uncon- 
teljRi0 *ecanse, had it been thought necessary, 
8ecQjfiU3 organisations have strength enough to 
flatter a rePre8entation. And, in spite of the 
roany yf ??ured aP°n the assembled journalists by 
^°old h ePeabers, newspaper editors and writers 
°fback-aVe Played ^heir °fd and dishonorable game 
Pr°bab]lnl  UP a 80k °I religica8 beliefs in which they 
thoogjj/ f no  ̂believe. But it was evidently not 
^hen , ^b0 Conference met for business, and
Was ke! faĈ ca  ̂ matters came to the front religion 
frdictrno rear* So far as it goes, Mr. Stead’s
0rgani8pi b  merely emphasises how much of an 
a8 ¡t jj bumbug modern Christianity is. It lives, 
6tlC0> tv don.0 .f°r centuries, a mere parasitic exist- 
Ca,naot pr,aDll’8‘ng whore it can, fawning where it 
di8bonn^ . the tyrant> Pursuing a mean career to a°rable grave. _ _

C. Coiien.

It
History Distorted.

. 4be havocwouifl bo impossible to exaggera 40UCh history, 
jought by theologians whenever j j£ hing like an 

ey seem incapable of supplymg y facts,
curate and proportional presen a serve and

^bey have a specific, selfish Vn̂ h -°Jion to it. 
^crything must be brought . 1 to be fair

0n when they conscientiously tbem to the
& th6°logioal bias inevitably blinds them

is thi ^̂  „„uu.a»u‘j
®ir bl ___ ge0 aright.

■pl ‘-bat they  are  th e  only people «.«pointed
iondly imagine that Heaven b;atory. and 

tha? 8,?le interpreters of all the facts rlopors. Their 
fltR. aU others are but dangerous int P ^  Chris 
tian G«ror consists in treating the He o£ thi
^ S c rip tu re s  as the only reliable mirror

w , HQ A .  I “  —' ' * V l* u  J J  U 1 IU U U  UUV. 1 1 1  SJKJ u u u

]pjfchief is y. 800n by impartial outsiders; and the
pe%’e their ur ^bey are never prepared to acknow- 
^ a i n  that ,̂lndne88- Indeed, they are absolutely

_______ ‘“*7“*“orinform ati°nahnil4 ineae contain every 8cral  an eminent
flivi1 man worthy of preservation. . Qd could
h6>  8ayB-. “ All that man " « •  has got
itaeU bJ8 moral and religious develop They are 
tyuil 8tor0d in these wonderful Pag ' at< They 
are o£ man at bis best and at ,  sorrows,
W a^ iV ^ t Pregnant sample of bms tbat  was
the lî u4Iear8’ hopes and falls. A -a9  in which 
Jesun6̂ ’ according to this pulpit g be y?as

t»e Script“« .  " “ " S t  gent;»- W  if*' How on earth does the d Testa:
^ 0nt ? TKWb&t. Je8US thought about the u  l\fo - ^

Th

life
Ccurv. ^ e  Gali]«8 certainly nothing in the recorded 
?a8 the indicate that he saw in the

hfli’i nd is, nr, i°88 acourate picture of man as he 
U8 deveir,, ever 8hall be, “ in his moral and 

Pniont,” nor is there tho slightest

hint that to him “ the heathen world was there 
represented with its deep-lying, ancient movements, 
with its vast ambitions, with its high culture, with 
its wealth and splendor, with its armies and its gold, 
with its tyrannies and wars, with its cruelties and its 
wrongs, with its arts and its glories, its laws and 
civilisations, its rise and fall of empires, its mys
terious dooms.” This modern priest has the temerity 
to attribute his own doctrine of the Bible to Jesus 
of Nazareth.

But that is not all, nor the worst. Our modern 
divine not only ascribes his own views about the 
Bible to Jesus, but, under the influence of latter-day 
knowledge, he coolly misrepresents the Bible itself. 
He says :—

“ And then gradually you watch men’s inner ethical 
and spiritual being disclosed and specialised. Out of 
the dim welter of time attention is concentrated upon 
a peculiar people in whom man’s efforts after God are 
concentrated with unique force.”

Why were the Jews a “ peculiar people” ? Simply 
because it was believed that Jehovah had chosen 
them to be pre-eminently his own possession, or 
because he had seen fit to reveal himself to them, 
and not to any other nation whatsoever. It was the 
contention of prophet and priest alike that the 
Divine dwelling-place was in Palestine, and that all 
other countries were in the darkness of hopeless 
ignorance and unbridled wickedness. It is true that 
at first Jehovah was but one deity among many, 
though, perhaps, more majestic and powerful than 
all his rivals. But in course of time other gods came 
to be looked upon as nothing but idols, while Jehovah 
gradually mounted the throne of the Universe, and 
was deolared to be the only living and true God. The 
consequence was that the Jews learned to look down 
upon and despise all other nations simply because 
they were believed to be without God and without 
hope in the world.

Such a doctrine of God spells Atheism. The whole 
of the Old Testament is purely Atheistical. A god 
that can indulge in favoritism annihilates himself. 
Aware of this, our twentieth century divine falls to 
sophistry. Listen :—

“ Yet special and peculiar as is the notice bestowed 
upon this peculiar people, it is as representative of all 
men that they are thrust forward. It is humanity’s 
soul story that they embody. It is man in his inner
most, inherent roality that we watch at his work and in 
his growth.”

Unfortunately for our divine, he flatly contradicts 
the very Scriptures whose praises he is singing. 
Again and again are we told in the Old Testament 
that the Supreme Being’s treatment of Israel was 
partial, entirely different from his treatment of all 
others. It was to them alone that he entrusted his 
oracles. They were the only elect nation. All 
others were aliens, foreigners, barbarians, gentiles. 
According to the Gospels, Jesus did not intend that 
any but Jews should enter into his kingdom and 
reign with him in glory. The gentiles were to enter 
in only after the Jews had declined the privilege. 
As a matter of fact, however, the Jews were not 
superior to all other nations. The very books which 
speak of them as heaven’s darlings, as the salt of 
the earth and tho light of the world, describe them 
as “ a sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, 
a seed of evil-doers, children that deal corruptly.” 
Although Jehovah is represented as so loyal to them, 
they were constantly running away after other gods.

The divine claims that the whole history of man
kind is in the Bible, and that Jesus Christ takes this 
history all up “ and absorbs it and assimilates it, and 
lets it pass into his very blood.” Everything in and 
abcut him is “ according to the Scriptures.” “ He 
swoops it all in. He identifies himself with it. Even 
the woeful cry that has come out of that sad past 
into those pages shall be taken up on to his lips. 
‘ My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me ?’—so 
the poor, broken sufferer in his lone agony had cried 
in some ancient night of despair. So Jesus Christ 
will cry again—making it all his own—from the 
Cross.” And yet every careful Btudent of the New
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Testament is fully convinced that “ According to the 
Scriptures,” or “ That the Scriptures might be ful
filled,” is the emptiest and most artificial of phrases. 
The connection between the Old Testament and the 
New is purely mechanical, not in the slightest degree 
vital. In Jesus no prophecy was fulfilled, and no 
national aspirations realised; and it is equally true 
that he was not the founder of Christianity. Indeed, 
one theologian naively observes that Jesus read him
self into the Old Testament. It would be more accurate 
to say that the reading in was done by the writers of 
the Gospels ; and it was they, in combination with 
many others, who founded Christianity, and read 
him into it.

The story of the Bible culminating in the story of 
Jesus, we are solemnly assured, is the story that has 
transformed the world. But the assurance is wholly 
false. In the first place, the world has not been 
transformed. It has never moved steadily onwards. 
There has never been clear, uninterrupted progress. 
The world has been turning on its axis rather than 
running forwards on rails. In the second place, 
whatever improvement may have taken place in the 
moral condition of the world has been the outcome, 
not of the interference of any God-man, nor of the 
transforming effioacy of any story, but of the natural 
evolution of humanity; and evolution simply means 
movement, not necessarily, and certainly not always, 
an advance. History is a record of events springing 
from diverse motives, of human life subject to the 
law of ebb and flow, not of a continuous, though 
slow, march upwards towards a grand ideal. It is a 
mischievous misrepresentation and distortion of in
controvertible facts to assert that Jesus, or another, 
has redeemed mankind or saved the world. What 
mankind need is not redemption or salvation, but 
increased self-knowledge, selfculture, and self
awakening. Moral codes we have almost in super
abundance ; what we lack is moral force and fervor, 
and these can be acquired only by practical moral 
training, or by bringing an ever-growing intelligence 
to bear more and more closely upon the art of actual 
living.

The theologian bids us look at the Perfect Man 
and grow into his likeness. That might be a good 
advice were the Perfect Man, on any terms, visible. 
But, alas, he has never yet appeared on our planet, 
and it is safe to predict that he never will emerge. 
Were he to come, the Perfect Man would be a per
fect nuisance. Perfection, in the moral realm, is 
always an ideal, never an actuality. Life is an 
aspiration, a struggle, a chase. Achievements are 
but stepping-stones on the upward road. And it is 
so easy to slip backwards and downwards. It is said 
that if we scratch the most civilised person living we 
shall see a savage. The moral difference between a 
raw Zulu and the wisest European philosopher is but 
skin deep. Civilisation is only a veneer, that can so 
easily be washed off. No story, no pereon behind a 
story, no supernatural grace conveyed by supernatural 
agencies, has ever transformed the world, or any por
tion thereof, and any pulpiteer who contradicts this 
statement is merely romancing.

According to theology, the fundamental condition 
and means of progress is suffering. Take the press, 
says the preacher, and you must confess that only 
Christ can deliver it from its sins, and he only, by 
enduring the Cross. “ Ah !” he exclaims, “ Christ 
who so achieves its redemption—He must suffer. 
That record which you have printed of what man is 
makes the Cross inevitable.” Now, the preacher 
says that simply because he finds this passage in the 
Gospels: “ Thus it is written, and thus it behoved 
Christ to suffer." Doubtless there is suffering in life, 
but it is there not as a Divinely appointed condition 
of salvation, but as an inevitable concomitant of pro
gress in an evolving world. Taking Christendom as 
a whole, the truth is that most of the suffering in it 
in all ages has been caused by this Christian doctrine 
of suffering. The men who opposed tho whole scheme 
of salvation as taught by the Church have had to 
suffer solely at the hands of that Church, in punish
ment for their fidelity to the truth of Nature. That

suffering, we rejoice to learn, is at last beginning 
bear fruit in the gradual disappearance of the tbe°, 
logical master-heresy. Man is slowly throwing 0 
the galling yoke of superstition, and getting rid 
the false Savior-gods born and bred in the ags9 
ignorance and slavish fear. It was inevitable 
such mythological beings should come, but it ' 
equally inevitable now that they must go. The 
of progress is not suffering, but struggling, and 
healthy struggling there is always much more bapP1 
ness than suffering, while, in any case, most of "  ̂
latter is the direct result of the false teaching9 0 
theology, Christian or Pagan. j  ^  i&otD-

Notes From “ The Fatherland.”

have been able to see WestphaliaAs far as I
the Rhenish Provinces, I have no hesitation 
styling Germany a truly Christian country.
population seems to be about equally divided

have not yet metCatholics and Protestants; but I ^<*»0 n«« j- 
with any Freethinkers, though I am told that t . 
are a few Unitarians in Hamm and Dortmund. ^ 
Sunday I attended the service in an ugly old Lath0 
church in Hamm, and some of the Lutheran chnro ^

oí

the
bloci

are ugly—hideous enough to have filled the bearl& 
the early English and Scotch Puritans with 
diluted joy. There was not the slightest tain 
that unspeakably vile and wicked thing, Modem1- 
in the discourse. On the contrary, it was a refi 
ingly old - fashioned, evangelical address on 
cleansing of the leper, and the power of the 
to cleanse an even greater disease than leprosy" > 
Speaking for myself, I should prefer being the gr6ilret, 
sinner that ever was to passing my life in the 1®Z . ^  
Only once—it was many years ago in Austra 
have I seen lepers, and I have no desire to see^o0i 
more. An English theologian recently wrote a ^  
entitled The Fact of Christ, which was hailed 0^  ^ 
religious journals as an important contributi jfl 
apologetic literature in the dark days of - 9 
the orthodox camp. The same writer should P̂ ;'o0 
visit to a lazaret. He could then write a b0 of 
The Fact of God, showing how the existed ^  
leprosy only strengthens the Theistic position- 
doubt he would find the task quite easy. eigr.

In the larger centres of population here, bo ĵj 
Modernism is making itself unmistakably f0 
tho reviews and important newspapers ifl
The forces which in the past produced a I01 e 9 
Germany, and in these days have given br‘ ,y »t

a, Enrrn zzn rr> are  « t il l  act* jtu«
and

Loisy and Italy a Fogazzaro, are still 
work. And one part of Christendom is 
scalpel’s probe as much as another. While t 
Father is issuing encyclicals, sixty-five 
denouncing the insistent demands of certain jQgjJi 
scholars as “ dangerous in philosophy, faith, ^eXe$1’ 
history, and criticism—the synthesis of all 
Protestantism is being stirred to its very 00F ̂  i0., 
men like Harnack in Germany, Revillo in j,flU 
Cheyne in England, and even Mr. R. J. ^
constrained to come forward and give t h e ^ ^ I ^  
his profoundost cogitations. He offers us 
Theology,” “ Liberal Christianity,” “ The C0 j,ra5c 
of the Higher Self,” and a number of ° ^ 01 0 giPc,, 
But with all their claims, both those that a ¡eg4el ’
and those that are manifestly the special^ 
they are leading the forlorn hope, and it i0 0 
forlorn hope either. Truly does Mattb0 c° 
say, speaking of Rome’s pretences to rU 0g9iu C°Z 
sciences of men, that Europe will not he 1 
manded to enter tho prison-house and to ^
key to be turned upon its mental freedom-

In one respect Gorman piety is much 100S.O >-... 
than tho English brand—it does not try 
“ tho Sawbath ” a day of gloom. Parades, °^g ¡¡n1̂ 
ments, bazaars, and plenty of bright music» ‘ 
the order of the day hero on Sunday, an0» b?
I can ascertain, no effort has over been 100 ch 
evangelical section of tho community (‘ ^

A
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Nonconformist Conscience) to enforce any other kind 
“ Sabbath observance."

Berlin papers of last week announced quite ela- 
borate preparations for the entertainment of a 
nnmber of English men of God. I t was expected 
t!)at about a hundred and twenty bishops and Anglican 
d'gnitaries, and several leading lights of other deno
minations, would soon be welcomed to the German 
°aP'tal. Later, the Teutonic servants of the dear 
Bord will pay a return visit, and so the game goes 
°n; Do the men of God serve for nought? Cer
tainly not, and Modernism or no Modernism, they 
dan’t intend to throw up the sponge until they are 
abeolntelv and finally counted out.

At the Dortmund Stadttheater the Keppler Company 
bas been recently presenting a number of Shake
spearean plays, and on every occasion the theatre 
has been crowded. I saw Henry V. at the beginning 
of May, and thought the performance exceptionally 
Creditable. Keppler’s rendering of the part of the 
Warlike king showed a knowledge of the fine 
Points of a fine acting play, and the audience 
Seemed well satisfied. The military spirit is strong 
i ere> and no doubt Henry V. suited their taste.

Was sorry that I could not go to see Hamlet 
nd The Merchant of Venice by the same com- 

Pany, These two plays would have been more in my 
b6, But it was indeed pleasant to feel that in a 
orurnercial country and a commercial age an age 

j Dsporanto, phon0graph8, air-ships, motor-cars, 
"jeadnoughts—there are still men and women who 
. a thought above the latest quotations for 

aifip'e<l pork, or the dimensions of the latest battle-

Die military spirit seems to be deep-seated in 
br>6 ^ eriri!u:i people. Their position right in the 

irt of Europe, with other Christian powers on all 
pr °8’ Porhaps helps to account for their over-active 
Coredness for war. And yet, long before the 
had -fderati°n. every twopenny-ha’penny little State 
Plav a 0wn standing army, and every petty count 
arrn Parb a Sreab general. Some of these
andn, . sbs consisted of sixty or a hundred men, 
tbe * , r cotnmanders-in-chief exacted homage from 
pr0 -and-filo in true Teutonic fashion, or rather, 
Dttle h accePted what was humbly offered, for these 
Patri fan^8 °i warriors were animated by an intense 
ruier° 18rn> a sincere love of father-state, officers, and 
Grsrrn' ^tiat spirit largely exists to-day, only to-day 
th in o ?  is one. But this militarism is not a good
it ojo , the abstract it cannot be defended, though
ruatto No admitted that no nation can negleot 
the te* ^sicoce while its neighbors are armed to 
(fard ‘ And many opponents of militarism re- 
Nodied 6 *ew years’ drill, undergone by every able- 
btlinixe^0Un  ̂man iQ the country, as a by no means 
Pure and when viewed as a disciplinary training
lusting s.ltDP̂ e- Unfortunately, however, the notion
êfenCe jnbo the youthful citizen is not that of

a ~ so-called glory of the thing, and
jPPertnQâ  j0r ^ ational aggrandisement, are kopt 
k ar<Ny any n Y10 minds of each young aspirant. 

failed, at -y8tem or ism that has ever existedor,e*’ any’ra t8ume b‘me or other, to find advocates, 
of .U8e> Why ’.’Apologists ready with some plausible 
ip^PerstitioQ e,̂ n^  men write avowedly in defence 
tisin ^  Chief T .*8 remind8 me of a romark once 
Wh0  ̂ at the j't ll8tice Cockburn when ho was prac- 
6i!cenl^e Nad -.^i0 8a’̂  that a certain prisoner
atr( ™ 
ev

“ O £) n  ̂ 4 3  OMIU u u i t u  i t  UC1 U n n u  ¿ n i o u u u i

ft for tho°f Dded was “ rather a decent fellow, 
wCl0Q8 tnh-j aRb that he had committed two

says
s eïtth7D*?,rdtr8" Carlyle, whose admiration for 
> ew h ei; . erman was almost unbounded, says 
l;L°̂ ‘fearinp ' N’mly these Germans are a fighting, 

CaPitniQf-ace ’’ and Ne expressed the hope, after 
exar-r11̂ 11 of Pari8 in 1871> that the victors Uj'̂ y haVo i Die full reward of their successes. It 

e b to t r; °°n characteristic of a “ God-fearing 
thn N̂q rpry^^N thus over a fallen foo, but it was 
•0i]u r̂e®tkini- a Numanity loving man. Surely 
dw- *8tn » 7 8 throughout the world will oppose 

lQh of arn 8uPPort all movements for the ro- 
maments. We are often asked, what wo

are going to give people in place of Christianity. 
Well, that religion has had undisputed sway for 
nineteen centuries, and what has she to offer now ? 
Dreadnoughts. The workers ask for some of the 
comforts of life, and their Christian rulers reply, 
“ Train eye and hand for fatherland ”—that is, learn 
to shoulder a rifle and aim straight at your fellow- 
workers in some other country. Yes, Freethought 
has something to offer in place of religion.

I visited some schools in Dortmund and Hamm 
recently. The schools in this country are well 
organised, and the teachers are highly trained. 
That is indisputable, notwithstanding the fact—to 
me an unpleasant one—that the system is not 
entirely secular. As I heard all those little boys 
and girls,—the “ sweet children,” as our beloved 
Lucretius always calls them—repeating a lot of 
mummery, I thought sadly of Locke’s words to the 
effect that it is of great importance what the child 
is taught, and that he should never be taught what 
is unreasonable. Returning in the train, I found my 
ears still ringing with those voices, and I perpetrated 
the following in my pocket-book:—

“ Take the little children
With their open, trusting eyes,
Point the way to heaven 
Up above the skies ;
Tell them Jesus love3 them,
He will save their soul,
All earth’s joys are fleeting,
Heaven is their goal.
Privilege and Capital 
Ample funds will find.
Foe Testament and Bible 
To feed tbe infant mind ;
But if you make the children 
A worldly minded set,
Hell will cool for want of fuel,
Heaven will be To L et .”

A. D. McL a r e n .

A bird sings—a child prattles—but it is the same hymn ; 
hymn indistinct, inarticulate, but full of profound meaning. 
The child, unlike the bird, has the sombre destiny of 
humanity before it. This thought saddens any man who 
listens to the joyous song of a child. The most sublime 
psalm that can be heard on earth is the lisping of a human 
soul from the lips of childhood. This confused murmur of 
thought, which is as yet only instinct, holds a strange, 
unroasoniDg appeal to eternal justice; perchance it is a 
protest against life while standing on its threshold; a protest 
unconscious, yet heartrending ; this ignorance, smiling at 
infinity, lays upon all creation the burden of destiny which 
shall bo offered to this feeble, unarmed creature. If 
unhappiness comes, it seems like a betrayal of confidence — 
Victor Hugo. _______

Leave to the crowd its faiths, its fears,
Its dread of angry gods on high ;
The gods in calm passivity 

Caro nought for praises nor for prayers.
Leave to the crowd its fears of death,

Or terrors that beyond may lie;
The worst can come to alt who dio 

Is but cessation of tho breath.
Who thus will his desires confine 

To healthful sense and fearless soul,
Holds happiness in his control 

And leads as man the life divine.
—J. A. Farrer.

It took several thousand years to convince our fine race— 
¡Deluding every splendid intellect in i t —that there is no such 
thing as a witch; it has taken several thousand years to 
convince that same fine race—including every splendid 
intellect in it—that there is no such person as Satan ; it has 
taken several centuries to remove perdition from the Protes- 
taut Church’s program of post-mortem entertainments; it 
has taken a weary, long time to persuade American Presby
terians to givo up infant damnation and try to bear it the 
best they can.—Mark Twain.

Few of us realiso what Shakespeare is becoming to the 
English people. llo performs for us the service which 
Homer used to render to tho Greeks. Homer was tho 
Hellenic Bible, and moro than tho Bible. Shakespeare is 
tho foundation and source of the higher education of the 
people.— Oscar Drowning.
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Acid Drops.

Mr. W. T. Stead complains that journalists are not 
sufficiently religious. He wants to see more religion in the 
editorial department of newspapers. May we suggest that 
editors know their own business (in this respect) better than 
Mr. Stead does ? So few people are genuinely interested in 
religion. More are interested in sport and betting.

Mr. Stead is a bold and original man. He has written a 
long article in his monthly magazine on 11 Darwin : Genesis, 
Gospel and Apocalypse.” He maintains that Darwin is one 
of the best friends that Christianity ever had,—but he re
frains from saying what Christianity is. We ¡Dvite Mr. 
Stead to tell us. It would be the most difficult task he has 
yet attempted, and we are afraid that even his courage will 
not be equal to it. If he does make the brave effort we hope 
he will try to be a little more precise in the use of language. 
He says, for instance, that Darwin has strengthened the 
Christian faith, first of all, by having “ enormously heightened 
the sense of the marvel and the miracle of the world." Now 
this is mere confusion. “ Miracle ” is a word that should be 
used strictly ir these discussions. Evolution has nothing to 
do with miracle—it is indeed the negation of miracle—in the 
old, theological, honest meaning of the term. We suspect 
that what Mr. Stead really means is that evolution has 
opened up to us a grander view of nature than orthodoxy 
presented. But dragging in such words as “ marvel ” and 
“ miracle ” is simply an endeavor, whether conscious or un
conscious, to prejudice the case under consideration. Simi
larly, when Mr. Stead says that Darwin takes men “ behind 
the veil and shows them the great Thaumaturgist at work,” 
he is talking into his own hat. Darwin does nothing of the 
kind. He merely explains natural phenomena—that is, he 
shows their proper order of cause and effect. He does not 
supply introductions to the Tbaumaturgist behind the scenes. 
Darwin did not believe in the Thaumaturgist behind the 
scenes. He did not believe thero was any “ behind the 
scenes.” He left all that to the ««scientific gentlemen like 
Mr. Stead.

We hope Mr. Stead will forgive us for saying that it is not 
intellectual honesty to deplore the “ literal interpretation ” 
of Genesis. “ Interpretation ” forsooth 1 The reasonable 
interpretation of all words is that they mean what they say. 
And they did mean what they say to the people who wrote 
them and the people who accepted them as the words of 
God. When you give up the “ literal ” interpretation you 
simply mean that those people were mistaken—and you 
should plainly say so. To read into the old words entirely 
new meanings is intellectually on a level with thimble
rigging and the three-card trick.

Mr. Stead must also try to forgive us for reminding him 
that he is very much behind dato in talking about “ the 
murmer of the sea ” dwelling in the shell. That idea 
informed two fine passages in Wordsworth and Landor, but 
tho shell, when you apply your ear to it, does not 
“ remember its august abode and murmur as the ocean 
murmurs there,”—neither does it bring “ authentic tidings 
of invisible things.” What you hear in the shell is the 
reverberation of tho beating of the blood in your own veins. 
And the echo of your own sound is all you over hear in the 
shell of tho universe.

All sorts of things are set down as duo to tho Budget. But 
the following takes the cake. Bov. John Adolphus Liddle 
Fellowes, rector of Bunwell, noar Attleborough, Norfolk, 
after denouncing tho new taxes on tobacco and spirits— 
about which he seems very much concerned—states that he 
will bo obliged to reduco all his subscriptions, including his 
annual gifts to the poor at Christmas. The reverend gentle
man cries, “ Wako up, England 1” Well, when England does 
wake up, what will become of such parsons ? This one is 
blessed with a net incomo of jG345 and a house ront free now. 
He may bo lucky to got thirty shillings a week then.

James Smith speaks at last. He does it in the Common
weal. This is a Christian Socialist paper conducted by 
Churchmen—perhaps for Churchmen. And when a gentle
man with the classic name of Smith writes in such a paper 
on such a subject as Shakespeare we may look for something 
uncommon. Tho special topic is Shakespeare’s religion. 
James Smith has found it out. 111 tako it,” he says, 11 to 
have been tho Christianity of Christ.” There you are. 
That will do. James Smith has spokon. And tho world 
wouldn’t suffer much if ho followed tho cxamplo of Balaam's 
four-logged friend, who astonished tho univorso for onco in 
his life, and nover spoke again.

James Smith says that nobody can read OX-ie***i 
without perceiving that he “ believed in an after-life.” ™  
is this great writer’s (James Smith’s, not Shakespeare8' 
second sentence. He winds up by quoting the fan10 
Prospero declaration that—“ We are such stuff as drea®ti 
are made on, and our little life is rounded with a B̂ ‘ 
What a curious proof of James Smith’s conviction of Sbaa 
speare’s conviction 1 Good-bye, James Smith 1

One Christian prayer, at least, seems to have been abo 
intly answered. The prayer was as follows: 11 0 r’0 ,' 

save us from the perils of modern thought; yea, 0 h°^
deliver us from all thoughts whatsoever.” The niorn ^  
Christians begin to dabble in thoughts, they become illog1 
self-contradictory, and absurd. Their only safety h® , 
utter thoughtlessness, in which also is their death-war*®

Tho Rev. Dr. Orchard, of Enfield, has mado a startling 
covory in theology. The Christian world has hitherto g10 ^  
in God as the loving Heavenly Father ; but in future, ncCC. 
ing to this divine, he shall be known as our loving H°aVe ^  
Mother. It is so easy to be wise in matters that transc 
all human knowledge.

We are certainly getting on, theologically. The 
Rattenbury has declared that “ God is not an indivn ® ^  
but a fellowship, a society.” This is exceedingly lutm®^ 
A society is composed of individuals who have  ̂ he ¡8 
with one another. If God bo a society it follows that ^  
made up of individuals; that is, that he is not °ne'»;tDi 
several. And yet Mr. Rattenbury has the audacity to a  ̂
that there is but one God. He would represent the .jj, 
as saying, “ There are three of us, and we commune ^  
one another to prevent loneliness, but we want a^ 
creatures to think of us as if we were but one- 
exquisite wisdom.

The Jesus of the Gospels is sufficiently egotistical, i® g0 
conscience ; but not even he ever represented himse 
extravagant a language as that which Canon Scott-i ^  
attributes to him in a recent sermon. The Canon 
culpably exaggerates, but for the following ho ta i ^  
biscuit: “ I [Jesus] am what man is meant to bo . jjis 
I fulfil his true and only Self. I satisfy tho intention ^  
creation. I am all that man ought to be. No one c ^  
better it.” Dr. Holland does not know what 5?a tba* 
become, or ought to bo; and there is nothing to indie 
Jesus himself knew. One gets tired of this man o 
ponderous cocksureness and prolix commonplaces.

Rev. A. J. Waldron took off his hat tho other 
offered to sell it for the benefit of tho Hospital S u n d ay  
We always thought his head wanted cooling.

Wales is not what it ought to bo, if we may tb’8
Rev. Gwilym Williams, of Carmarthen. According^ 
gentleman, Welsh Nonconformity is a failure. “ u g  
crisy as Nonconformists,” he says, “ calls aloud to i m <  
for punishment. Ho points out that tho most ^ gJiCot 
counties in England and Wales are those where 
formity is prosperous and tho Sunday-school is u gtte*,0. 
North Wales is worse than South Wales in the jB tn 
illegitimacy. Thero are three illegitimate cbildr® ^  ¡¡t 
north to every two in the south. Mr. Williams 8̂ g0 bl^.. 
seen naked figures of men and women sketched T® 
books and also on Bibles used in Sunday-en^uncl®8 
minds of the young people seem to bo saturated wi 
thoughts. Yet the Churches aro silont. ^

What an impudent lot of “ blasphemers ” o,te Q, J  
professional friends of “ God ”1 Hero is the 
Sadler, for instance—pastor of Christ Church l 
tional), Wimblodon, declaring that “ God could u of 1% 
morally perfect race all at onco.” Fancy ^ ^ 0 0 ^ ) jo- 
creature sotting bounds to what God (if thero b® ‘ gjdl®*̂ . 
do 1 It is enough to mako an elephant grin. , \mroUll j V  
forms tho world that God had and has to work ^  ftii3 ^  
lution. He has been millions of years on tho 1 ^ lot
result is—Mr. Sadler. It hardly seems good ono 
Almighty to turn out after so much practice.

The salvation of Japan is at hand. R *9
ftbod* iV

converted by and to the New Theology. “ T hor^  ^
followers of Mr. Campbell in Japan, and ["*°'lhote '' 
ders 1] the Christian Commonwealth is road 6
yet we aro bound to confess that, in spito of 11 p, 
ness for the New Theology, Japan is doclaro > ^
Christian, to bo, at tho presont timo, in a v0udflt' jt ̂  
condition in relation to everything. And no gjfittt 
so many conflicting sects of Christians aro kn 
door. But tho Japanoso aro in no real poril-

▲
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i e '̂ Er. Jowett, the famous master of Balliol, and the 
„ ,Ds a^°r of Plato, was a bit of a Freethinker in his way, 
the p,n^ c'Pa êd a good deal of the “ Higher Criticism ” in 
ton ^aurcb England. He had also a gravely satirical 
~-n’f6, ^  was be wbo sa^ ’ " are none o£ us infallible 
dig * ®ven £be youngest.” Here is another mot of his. A 
attCUBSi°n was 8°‘ng on about two Oxford men who had 
bee me<* position at an early age. One of them had
turn7  a bishop, the other a judge; and the discussion 
snp t  0n wbiich was the better career. One of the 
mark 7  ,Preferred the bishop’s. “ Tho judge,” ho re- 
sav iv  " oan only »ay. ‘ You be hanged the bishop can
the i i°U ^amne<3...........Yes,” said Jowett, “ but whe

JQuge says, 1 You be hanged,’ you are hanged.”

)ve referred last week to a remarkable article in the 
of June 8 on Thomas Paine as “ The Greatest of 

Pamphleteers.” We desire to return to it this week. _ The 
opening sentonce shows how inaccurately even well-inten- 
ll0.ned peoplo write about tho great Revolutionist. It is 
®a>d that Paine “ died in poverty and neglect in a miserable 
‘«aging house.” As a matter of fact, he possessed an estate 

brought him a reasonable income. His death took 
?,aco in a comfortable residence; ho had all the back part of 
0e house to himself, he was tenderly nursed, and attended 
y Pr. Romaiue, the first physician in Now York.

^ e  may quote what tho Times writer says about tho Age Reason : ~
, “ What he did in the political world he repeated with no 
less effect as to the religious systems and doctrines of his 
time. Their enemies, who were many, had fought hitherto 
behind walls and under cover. Their strategy consisted of 
Secret hostile movements and of cutting off detachments. 
-Lheir weapons were sneers, innuendoes, deadly stabs by men 
?n ̂ bose lips were professions of friendship, and offerings ot 
homage in which was hidden poison. Not wishing to be 
exPelled from the Churches against which they plotted, they 
^ere unfailing in their outward homage. They were not 
^ueb feared, because they had little direct power. Here 
came one who threw pretence to the winds, who was for 
?Pen Wa* and no compromise, who spoke in plain terms what 

Collinses, and Wollastons, and Gibbons whispered or 
insinuated, who took the people into his confidence and told 

Radical weaver the results of the higher criticism in 
ânguage which could be read aloud and understood 

workshops and village smithies. A long-confined mass of 
cendiary teaching was at his touch let loose. It is one ol 

41 e ^^ny distinctive points of Paine’s style that he makes 
r •? reader confident in his ability to master any question. 
win°fan adroit advocate addressing a jury whom he would 
snnrV ° Cer̂ aln opinions, Paine flatters his readers by per- 
thi ln  ̂ that his conclusions are theirs. The effect of 
. ,s pamphlet was vast. There was widespread alarm which 
Bair! 5?^ difficult to comprehend. ‘Coolness is a crime,’ 
of . 1Ŝ °P Watson in his famous answer to it, and a crime 
giGgV, lĉ  few were then guilty. Bishops must pen ‘ apolo- 

^ and law officers frame indictments.”
--------- . tbat  Paine’s bookTimes writer ends by and that bo was 1

^ete not words, but events in history - ictory or defeat boin leader who couid make men march to

. Professor Ernest Rhys, in his Nineteenth Cenfurj/ tr.but, 
0 Swinburno, says int after point

“ He left English poetry reinforce tbemeBi and win 0 *’«here be used bis strength on real pagans—ho
■Was at heart a Pagan—a Pagan ^ jf pantheism 
religious in his worship of nature, ; h il3 litany, 
becomes a church, he will help to lu ■ _ ^ut nature

w !1!1™6 was certainly a Pagan of t£l°c^fnbutne o n l y  sav 
qr -,'uP is not necessarily pantheism. , was the divi 

Man- The only God he rccognis tnanity. He was therefore a Huma
»lUöi<0 G, l  jx.
h ^ o ll Loetnv̂ 'r 80n is an able an(J graceful writor, but h 
the r r to tho i:V°r. 1009 on Immortality only adds a ne 
hslp^ersoli ]n , o£ futilities on that subject. Not ono 
t lif1̂’bas throwtUrors’ ‘unlnding Professor James and D 

® a£ter doatl U aTbeam °f fresh light upon tho question 
4isc.,ei to tb0 ’ . Osier ends by declaring that the on
thia ?Bes the dpa°8u°n comcs from Faith. Mr. Dickinsi 
U,iv 0 do with 8j5aulsness of immortality. But what h 
Cblit, ;^  0{ whnt Pr°blem ? Any man may inform tl 

 ̂ ‘‘tu With it,; <£,os'ros- Whether tho universo w
18 quito another matter.

Vet £ot caSu ■gening Mail devoted a loading articlo to tl 
fteo u ' ‘ ''«as rather strongly worded, apd mafl
ho o’,,., °t “ indocont ” 'such of 

Words and “ obscene.” But thoi 
Iu tho ljoulter indictment. Ho wc

prosecuted for pure and simple “ blasphemy.” Our Irish 
contemporary takes the position that freedom of speech is 
to be maintained as “ one of the first gifts of life,” but that 
“ license ” should be put down. I t forgets that “ freedom ” 
is definable while “ license ” is not. We incline to agree 
that, if any difference is requisite, there should be more 
careful speech at street-corners than in halls. It may be 
quite true that the “ ears of passers-by ” should be respected 
—though this, again, is a somewhat vague proposition. But 
why should the decorum of public speech at street-corners 
be enforced by means of the Blasphemy La vs, which were 
not designed for that purpose? The Blasphemy Laws only 
apply to Freethinkers. Why should the vulgar Christian 
advocate go scot free ? There is no freedom unless the 
laws are impartial. We trust our Irish contemporary will 
see now the weak point of its argument.

Last week’s New Age contained the following para
graph :—

“ Tom Paine’s hundredth anniversary occurred on June 
8th, and the Times devoted an excellent article to him, call
ing him the ‘ greatest of pamphleteers.’ Two days later 
Mr. Harry Boulter, a tailor’s cutter, was sentenced to a 
month’s imprisonment for blasphemy. This is the kind of 
thing that stamps us as a nation of hypocrites. Blasphemy 
is no longer a crime outside the nursery—and the Liberal 
Cabinet.”

This is so like the New Age. Our contemporary's besetting 
vices are cleverness and Liberal-phobia. The paragraph is 
a good one up to a point—for the New A ge (we say it with
out sarcasm) is always written with ability. But our con
temporary must have its dig at the Liberal Cabinet, and 
must also be clever even at the expense of truth and sound 
judgment. Moreover, it affects not to know that there is a 
multitude of people called Christians, who are still very 
bigoted, who do regard blasphemy as a crime, and are quite 
content to see the Blasphemy Laws put into operation. We 
beg to assure the New Age that the prosecutors in the 
Boulter case, the jury, and the two judges, are not con
nected with the nursery, except intellectually. They are 
all adult males. We believe, too, that not one of them 
belongs to tho Liberal Cabinet. Mr. Gladstone, as Homo 
Secretary, did not initiate the Boulter prosecution. His dis
grace is that he stood by the police afterwards aDd justified 
their action. A braver and wiser Home Secretary would 
have stifled the wretched thing.

Charles Bradlaugh used to say that the great fight would 
he between Freethought and Catholicism, and we always 
agreed with him. Catholicism is the religion of tho future 
as it is the religion of tho past—in Christendom. There are 
many signs that it is more than holding its own. Take the 
following oxtract from the Dublin Revieio :—

“ We learn from the latest edition of Reiter’s ‘ Handbuch 
der katholischen-Presse ” that in 1908 the Germans possessed 
no less than 500 Catholic newspapers and periodicals, includ
ing 255 dailies. The total number of subscribers is put at 
0,087,530. It is astonishing to learn that the number has 
more than doubled in the last eight years. Such results 
have only been secured by careful organisation and unceasing 
effort. They are largely due to the exertions of various 
Catholic societies. Take, for instance, the Augustinusverein, 
which has done such excellent work during the last thirty

• years in the matter of improving Catholic newspapers. 
Nearly a thousand journalists are members of it to-day. 
They have their employment bureau, their literary agency, 
and their pension fund. By concerted action they are able 
both to swell their own ranks by offering a career to promis
ing young Catholics, and to increase the demand for their 
work by raising the standard of the Catholic Press.”

We commend these facts to the attention of those superfine 
Freethinkers who imagine, or affect to imagine, that all tho 
real fighting botwoen Reason and Faith is over. They will 
see if they live long enough.

Tho Rev. Thomas Phillips, of Bloomsbury Chapel, says 
that “ tho Spirit of God disarms death of its dreaded sting.” 
But does not the reverend gentleman know that the sting of 
death is a creation of tho very religion which, according to 
him, extracts it ? Freothought does a much nobler work; 
it shows conclusively that the sting never existed, except in 
the fevered imagination of credulous people.

Tho Rov. Mr. Collins informs us that “ it is the man 
whoso lifo is poor and thin who neither desires nor hopes 
for another lifo.” The reverend gentleman is wholly wrong. 
Tho very root and secret of tho hope of immortality is the 
fooling of utter dissatisfaction with the present life. They 
whoso lives are rich and deep and joyous here do not usually 
yoarn for a hereafter. Tho dcsiro for another lifo springs 
from tho most ignoblo and anti-social typo of selfishness.
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The Eev. Dr. Campbell Morgan says that we must have 
patience with God. Things are all wrong just now; but 
the time is coming when they shall be set right for ever. 
He who believes that must be a man of unlimited patience 
but of painfully dull intelligence.

The Dean of St. David's has a great zeal for foreign 
missions, although he admits that the foreign doors are not 
so wide open as they were. But what is the use of urging 
people to send Christianity abroad when it has turned out 
such a colossal failure at home ? In the Dean's own county 
and several ad joining counties we are authoritatively informed 
that the population is steadily succumbing to immorality and 
intemperance.

The “ sweating” game of the Salvation Army seems to be 
imitated elsewhere. We take the following from the Port 
Elizabeth Advertiser, Cape of Good Hope, for May 19 :—

“ Missionaries as Traders.—At a special meeting of the 
Alice Town Council on Monday, an application by the Love- 
dale Missionary Institution for a general dealers’ license was 
dealt with. The Mayor (Mr. E. Lock) said he had no desire 
to increase the unfortunate strain that appeared to exist 
between the town and institution, but he thought Lovedale 
was trying to punish the town. He held that the subsidy 
(£3,500) granted annually by Government to the institution 
was for the purposes of Christianity and education, and not 
to enter into competition with business men. There was 
no need for the license asked for, as the merchants did their 
best to serve the district, while Lovedale, as a missionary 
institution, imported goods from London cheaper than the 
merchants could. Lovedale, by means of subsidised crafts, 
also entered into unfair competition with tradesmen. The 
other councillors present spoke in a similar strain, Councillor 
McLeod remarking that Lovedale was ‘ placed in its present 
position to cater for Christian motives, and not to enter into 
unfair competition with the town of Alice.’ The motion 
that the application be refused was carried unanimously.”

The Salvation Army will please notice.

The British Weekly has a “ God's Corner.” There is a 
littlo “ Prayer ” in it every week addressed to that person
age. We wonder if ho ever reads it.

“ Yes,” says the Rev. R. J. Campbell, “ we all believe that 
an unseen intelligence hears us when we pray.” We pity the 
unseen intelligence. What a frightful lot of selfish cackle it 
must listen to 1

Mr. P. W. Wilson, M.P., has been lecturing or preaching 
(we don’t know which) at Birmingham on “ The Bible and 
Labor.” Of course the local Daily Mail gave him a report. 
For he said all the sweetest things be could think of about 
Jesus Christ; listening to him, indeed, you would fancy that 
Jesus Christ invented the Labor Movoment. Incidentally, 
the honorable member for the St. Pancras Division asked 
what Jesus Christ would have thought of a child being tied 
round a lamp-post while his father went to get a glass of 
beer. It doesn't seem to us to matter what Jesus Christ 
would have thought. The question is, what ought we to 
think ? And this is a question that our own reason must 
decide. This harking back to Jesus Christ is a mere confusion 
of modern problems. The answers to these problems lie before 
ns, not behind u s ; and we only waste our time by looking 
for them in the wrong direction. For the rest, wo have only 
to hope that Mr. Wilson’s reference to the “ glass of beer ” 
does not mean that he thinks Jesus Christ was a teetotaler. 
If he believes that ho has road the Gospels to very littlo 
purpose.

The Daily News is a pious nowspapor, and the depth of 
its theology may bo gauged by its sub-headline to the report 
of the derailing of the Plymouth express on Sunday n ight: 
“ Miraculous Escape of Passengers in Plymouth Train.” If 
the escape was miraculous, of course the accident was 
miraculous. We invite the organ of the Nonconformist 
Conscience to explain that miracle. What was its God 
about? Was his celestial Highness doing any of the things 
mentioned by Elijah in hiw sarcastic speech to the priests of 
Baal? We should really like to know.

Combined with the piety of the English press is a vile 
national egotism which has the impudence to call itself 
patriotism. When the cruiser Sappho waB rammed and 
sunk by a peaceful littlo merchant ship (curiously of the 
same name) the Jingo journalists, who are all ostentatiously 
religious, called upon the world to admire the magnificent 
spectacle of the crew of a British warship not falling into a 
panic of fear in the presence of danger. It is enough to 
make a decent person vomit.

There is a Jack-tlie-Ripper scare in Liverpool. We 8̂ a 
see whether the police are as clever at detecting crim“ 9 
as they are in worrying Secularists.

When the Liverpool religionists have no special opPot' 
tunity of worrying Freethinkers they worry each other. 
They must worry something. Catholics and Orange“ ® 
had a fine old shindy on Sunday afternoon. Pokers, br>° 
bats, and stones were the favorite weapons. The 
batants enjoyed it so that it was very difficult to sepa“  
them. Mounted police charged them again and aga“ ' 
Many were injured and fifty arrests wero made. How tn 1 
love one another !

Tho suicide of Mr. St. John Hankin, the well-l{D.0*9 
author and dramatist, has not led to any withering ar*'° 
in the newspapers. People who are not Freethinkers, or B j 
known to be Freethinkers, may commit suicide w1"" ̂g{ 
unpleasant reflections. That sort of thing is reserved 
the heterodox.

of9Jack Johnson, the famous negro pugilist, is tho son « 
negro Methodist preacher, and a good Methodist hi“  ( 
And thereby hangs a tale. According to tho Boston ^  
correspondent ” of the London Daily Chronicle, 0 11 ” „ 
Methodist church in Cambridge, Massachusetts, has bit V 
a new way of paying off an old mortgage. Jack J° 9U 
was engaged to give a three-round exhibition again 
comers on Friday (June 18). The tickets went on ^  
smoke, and tho Lord’s cause benefited handsomely. ^  
might suggest that the Lord should send Nicholas ® B 
representative on such occasions. Three rounds be ^  
Jack Johnson and Old Blazes would be an immense dr

’ Oxj°r̂Mr. George Sampson, reviewing Professor Bradley 8 
Lectures on Poetry, is allowed to say, even in " gjjQrci* 
Chronicle, that so far from Shakespeare being, as »  ̂ ^et. 
dignitary alleges, a typical witness of his age to 1 ¡oflj 
sonality of Jesus, he “ could not even bo callod a r ° 
poet, in the ordinary sense of tho term.”

Father Smith, a prison chaplain, preaching -s0ijer 
Augustino’s, Preston, told tho congregation that if a P ¡0 
coughed during a sermon the doctor ordorod him t0 ^

St

his cell for two or three days. This humane 
added, “ It would do some of you good to go to gaol. 
a strong doss of the same medicine would do him

c°mpId r< iA twelve-year-old boy scout, at Kingston, i 0 uru.- 
the heat and went upstairs into a bedroom, whore 9 u t'f0 v..*. ,_____ j .« . . .j ________  mi,Q„ he JraBj ijilU

saveon his knees and offered up a prayer. Then 
ounces of carbolic acid. The stomach pump 
from the kingdom of heaven.

----  . w « i o r ^
Miss Elsie Siegel, whose murder has thrilled Ne  ̂^ rd e ^ ’ 

apparently been carrying on an intrigue with bc (
She was engaged in mission work amongst the .j]ed 0,, 
tho city. William L. Leon (Leo On Sing), w ,, c0vVetl3' 
and put her body in a trunk, was one of the *iui)ker8,
There is no moral. These people were not Free

risk 
col'11 
ntf *

if

idA man who wants to thieve at tho mini® a t
detected should join the Boothites. William Hm
of Blaengarw, was charged at Bridgend with aj.j0p
entering the house of Miss Barnett, a ^a v , It
officer, and stealing £1 and some gold trio* pjern^L"
pleaded in defence that tho prisoner, who vvas a ¡u)PU !fS.
tho same Army himself, had given way to “ a ® ^teg ye
and he was simply bound over for a period °£ , .^o ’t .-  • ■ • • .........................fi. he a° 0[ f1During that period he will bo all right if be 
any more “ mad impulses.” Such is the 
—aven amongst thieves.

,1 Cbaj

¡etf

te<

The Archbishop of York has been preaching °B.g 
id Opportunity.” We know nothing abou ^  A

• «inf
and Opportunity
character. His opportunity must have “~ gi,oObeen

wesalary is £10,000 a year. It is sufficient, p, 
to maintain his strength to sing “ Blessed 
unto you rich 1” ___

l i
I00f!

let0. DictaiThe Church Pageant is over. It scoiU c0mP“,‘lw piclUi> 
great success. Unfortunately it was  ̂ , oretic9;, jpg 
not includo tho torture and burning of__,n edi'd^pt , >
of such performances would have boon  ̂
tho rest. On tho whole, tho great hit ° t0)jd8011 

n  v  r-v. l—1— tv.« -xl- nf Dr.

mere tty*

Mr. G. K. Chesterton, in 
ipoustacho.

tho role of Hr*
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H r. F o ote’s E ngagem ents

(Lecturing suspended during the Summer.)

To Correspondents.

fusing in the “ respectable
ink.—We are obliged to you for sending us the papers

The¿ W knt’s Honorarium F und: Annual Subscriptions.— 
eviously acknowledged, £214 15s. 6d. Received since.— 

B. J n Adatns°n. £1 Is .; J. de B., £2.
Dai- B°CRR‘—Thanks for the paper, but we have given several 
ŵ jjSraphs to Gipsy Smith’s “ wonderful work ” in America, 
rath6 “e ^ as ^ere > 30 we propose to say nothing about his 

er vapid confidences to a homo interviewer. Ho is not 
»musing in th.
°.Dls Levin*._'

E, j™ America.
all —We had already dealt with the matter, but thanks

G Bsi 6 SaMe‘the r>F'f LI>— '3 a waste of time to write to a paper like 
deliberat ^ eus correcting “ mistakes” which are evidently

yonf,'7(In8tr,'cti°ns attended to. Shall print an extract from 
join; etter n.ext week. Meanwhile, we are glad at your wife’s 

S,jiPLe H ^ou *n the letter and subscription.
J,p  „ —^ ou omitted name and address.

• F.—Much obliged.W. p r,
WitKIN i LL’ Many thanks for cuttings 

n°t an R-3'—^tiere is no contradiction. Paine was a Deist,
the tmin e's t ' believed in the existence of God, but denied 
did was” and util'ty °f Christianity. To attack that faith as he 
he woulr? ®reat an|3 brave thing in its day. Were he living now, 

H. SjIALl ” Pr°bably be as Atheistic as any of us.
Freethi ",°0D‘—Clad to hear from you as one who met with the 
You,- er caaaaUy and has been a constant reader ever since. 

E. n,.t Sgestions will be considered.
Wav ri/v. * w°uld not come before the courts at all. In what 

G, Grizz you ^ink it would?
he senT*L—Pleased to hear from so old a reader. Paper shall

that the 7/ ad y°n think, after reading it for twelve months, 
^Urnai’1 retthinker is “ the most outspoken and instructive 

P. W*ijIIs have ever met. Thanks for cuttings.
■Pa* gJc s Aou do not say to what fund it is to be applied.

Society, L im ited , office is a t 2 Newcastle-street,
Ta*a^ don-street, E.C.
* ? KCDLAR S ociety’s office is at 2 Newcastle-street
l **na8 , 8tree* E.c.
r to 2 Newon!^ 6 Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed 
G,0IUe* “e-street, Farringdon-Btreet,E.C.

?̂ ®et, j,°i,ICEa must reach 2 Newcastle-street, FarringdoD 
*, ln8arted ' ’’ first post Tuesday, or they will not be 

ai*NDg who
n >llatking th«86““ Us n0W3papers would enhance the favor by 
'n * » B for r  PaB9aee8t0 wh’°h they wish us to call attention. 

P‘°neer p.'^,era âre should be Bent to the Manager of the 
n°f to the%.iinIl6WCa8t;l8'Btreet’ Earringdon-street, E.O.,

-»UN8 remit'1-6 Editor‘
Ti B8nd ftal/v!“ 8 ôr literature by stamps are specially requested

t'rm h i T nnynamp‘-
??°6’ post* frnWi1' 8e ôrwarded direot from the publishing 
Ua> 6d.! n_i. e’ at the followinc ratos. nrenaid:—One yearBo, Ja- 6d 
4l* o* half year, 6s 

Adv*;
following ratos, prepaid 

3d. j three months, 2s. 8d.
i8eimg tenVBwordsMR̂TS 7 ^ hirty worda’ la< 6d-i every 81t ' "d. ; half „ , ’ bdl Ditplayed Advertitementi :—One inch, 

018 for repetition“ “ ' £ l 2s’ 6d’ ! oolumn’ £2 8a- 8Pe°ial

J-eade -----------
*Sb°ffl,oials aUhn0ri1i7ai Vertently misled hy us 11

8 8entonce °0fd Bailey told us’ and others’ ow. 8“ed in rn , , OI a month’s imprisonment wo
»ta i! ? 8 o i the one • t ^10 laPS0 of fourteen days sirhiQv.*, ahe; Qr sions. It appears, however, that tl
the nr, 8 Sentenco °as  ̂ 3udKe car0 t° m£
^ illV ethor of wa Tea  ̂ month. Mrs. Boulter learn 

6 re'eased rm°tmwood Scrubbs Prison that her h
“ o “ Ju y 8’

**ot?? the last u ,
»ytUpati, ^ 0 Dai!,. ^ i ers which the late Georgo Mi 
“isa8W y ^¡th th* 8ays’ “ 'vas 0,30 exP
^Pposn'-i ^hat rnn ,7 c l̂m8 °f the Messina eartl 
hige *) ‘t tvouifl n, St have been written early in 1901 
**ote at one 0f Vet a° for the Daily Chronicle to 
n^dtogsii0r^aps thr, 10 tt8*; *°tters which Gcorgo Mi 
^at hjs d to Mr. <jICyv *aS^—Was dat°d April 23,19( 

hatne was t k ’ 7 °°^°' and contained instri 
0 ho printed as having sent a ch<

ougar Plums.

last

support of the Freethinker. That letter was written with 
George Meredith’s own hand,—a thing rare with him in his 
later years; the address on the envelope was in his own 
handwriting, and there are reasons for thinking that he even 
posted it himself.

The Journal de Charleroi of June 15 devotes the first half 
of its first column to the proceedings of the National Secular 
Society’s Annual Conference. The “ International Free- 
thought ” columns in that journal are under the able direc
tion of M. Eugene Hins, who is an excellent English scholar,

A correspondent calls attention, in another column, to the 
fact that Freethinkers take holidays like other people, and 
that it would be a good thing if Freethinkers who let 
lodgings, keep boarding-honses, or carry on refreshment 
places at seaside resorts were to advertise in this journal. 
What do they say ?

Mr. Frank Harris, in Vanity Fair, says that he once 
quoted to George Meredith the words of Edgar in King 
Lear as “ perhaps the wisest thing ever written ” :—

“ Men must endure
Their going hence, even as their coming hither.
Ripeness is all."

“ For the individual,” Meredith answered, “ that is true 
enough; but Nature makes of one man’s ripeness the 
springboard to leap higher. Don’t forget that." In spite 
of all the disillusionment of his long life, Meredith said : “ I 
hold more firmly than ever to my faith in the constant 
advancement of the race.”

In a paragraph on the Boulter case, Vanity Fair says 
that Mr. Justice Darling “ would have been better advised 
if he had given Mr. Bonlter two hours’ imprisonment in 
Court, and so discouraged the prosecution.” Our contem
porary asks, “ Who is responsible for these disgraceful prose
cutions ?" These are the people, it says, who ought to be 
attacked. And it wants to know how long judges are going 
to “ give sentences of a month for expressing opinions which 
are almost universally held hy educated people to-day.” Mr. 
Harris does not note the plea of the prosecution that the 
“ blasphemy ” is now not in the opinions, but in the manner 
of expressing them. We think the plea is an absnrd one, 
but it ought to bo noticed, as it provides the bigots with a 
plausible cover. ___

A few readers have sent ns—quite unsolicited, of course— 
small Bums towards what they call the Boulter defence fund. 
We have not started such a fund, nor can we say anything 
whatever about it until after the N. S. S. Executive meeting 
on tho last Thursday in June. Our silence until next week 
will therefore be understood.

Mr. A. B. Moss lectures in Victoria Park to-day for the 
Bethnal Green Branch. We hope he will have large 
audiences and a hearty reception.

A Son’s A ppeal.

W iiat  ! would'st thou have me bow my heart to wrong, 
And stand in meek submission while tho throng 
Of suffering thousands passed mo struggling by,
Their heads bent to earth, mine raised to the sky,
Too fall of vain imaginings that rob
Tho soul of senseful thought and Freedom’s throb ;
And clothe tho strong with weakening sense of sin 
That breaks and quells man’s powerfulness within ?
What 1 would’st thou havo me kneel before thy God, 
Whoso knee-worn footstool, hard as iron rod,
Dyed deep in blood from martyred “ saints ” that poured, 
Because their brother man they fall adored,
With adoration not from gods inspired,
But from the truths of needs that ho required 
To mould himself to which your God began,
And straDgoly stopped ere yet his work was done ?
No 1 Rather would I stand with those who choose 
To fight for Freedom till this life they loso ;
Who conquer self, and conquering, seek
To mako man Man, not God’s impoverished freak ;
Who toil thro’ life-long days and life-long nights 
To break tho chain that tortures and affrights:
Father, let mo by thy pnro justice keen 
Obey the light by Freedom’s Reason seen 1

T ulloch Ard.
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Concerning Richard Jeffries.

“ Pain and sorrow flow over us with little ceasing, as the 
sea-hoofs beat on the beach. Let us not look at ourselves, 
but onwards, and take strength from the leaf and the signs 
of the field. He is indeed despicable who cannot look 
onwards to the ideal life of man. Not to do so is to deny 
our birthright of mind.”—R ichard J effries, The Life of the 
Fields.

“ Nothing good to man but man. Let man. then, leave 
his gods and lift up his ideal beyond them."—R ichard 
J effries , Field and Hedgerow.

Many years ago we were acquainted with, the science 
and art lecturer of a college, who became aware of 
our existence through a junior master who had read 
a defence of Materialism we were contributing to a 
scientific journal. Besides lecturing upon science 
and art, he once, incidentally, lectured our humble 
self upon the folly of our proceedings. Candidly 
admitting his belief that the Materialistic philosophy 
was sound, he argued : Why did we want to force it 
upon people who did not want to know it even if it 
was true ? Why not keep it to ourself and swim 
with the stream, like all sensible men ? How long 
did I think that he would hold his own position if 
he publicly flaunted his opinions in the face of the 
public ? His advice was to drop advocating Mate
rialism, which he assured us would only end in 
disaster, and turn our abilities—of which he evi
dently entertained an exaggerated opinion—to some
thing more to our advantage. We thanked him for 
his advice—which, indeed, was tendered in the most 
friendly manner—but gave him to understand that 
we did not intend to follow i t ; a decision no more 
worthy of praise than the decision of a man to collect 
old china or postage stamps, or any other occupation 
he finds a pleasure in pursuing. After having thus 
washed his hands of all responsibility for aDy conse
quences that might fall on our devoted head, he 
offered to lend us any scientific works in the library 
under his control—an offer we were not loath to 
accept. But he evidently regarded us as a lamb 
marked for the slaughter.

On the road home we wondered how many, like 
him, were in the bonds of respectability, hiding the 
golden truth lest it should destroy them.

But what has that to do with Richard Jeffries ? 
we fancy our readers are asking. Well, the connec
tion only exists in our own mind. It is like th is : 
The master, when lecturing on art, always laid it 
down as an indisputable fact that the masculine form 
was superior to the feminine, from an art point of 
view. We always secretly rebelled against this 
dictum; but seeing that the teacher was an M.A., 
we concluded that our view must be wrong. But, 
reading the recently published Life of Richard 
Jeffries, by Mr. Edward Thomas, we were gratified 
to find that Jeffries was of our opinion. “ The 
heauty of a woman,” says Mr. Thomas, “ seemed to 
him so large and full of divine correspondences, that 
in Beauty in the Country ho says: ‘ Her physique 
excels man’s.’ ”

In The Open Air Jeffries describes—in language to 
which the heart of every lover of Nature thrills in 
response—the environment which fashions a beau
tiful country woman. It is too long to give entire ; 
we give an extract:—

“ From the south wind that breathed a century and a 
half ago over the green wheat. From the porfume of 
the growing grasses waving over honey-laden clover 
and laughing veronica, hiding tho greenfinches, baffling 
the bees. From rose-loved hedges, woodbino, and corn
flower a/.ure-bluo, where yellowing wheat-stalks crowd 
up under the shadow of green firs. All tho devious 
brooklets’ sweotness where the iris stays tho sunlight; 
all the wild woods’ hold of beauty ; all tho broad hills’ 
thyme and freedom: thrice a hundred years repeated. 
.......Thenco she sprang ”

In his novel, The Dewy Morn, he has drawn, in 
Felise, the perfect type of woman, both physically 
and morally. The same intimacy ho shows in 
winning the secrets of wild nature, he Bhows in 
entering into the mind of a beautiful and pure 
v ornan ; a rare gift in a man, only to bo compassed

by a sensitive and sympathetic nature. He says ^ 
h e r .

“ What a latent power of love was there in that 
ness of blood, that depth of chest, that greatness0 
heart. Pure love, pure as the spring-water that co® 
from the hills, was there ready to be poured ion’1'', 
always full, always pouring, always the same a 
always pure.” .

But, he asks, could anyone love without an object 
And he answers: “ Not perhaps with a small nat°r ’ 
a narrow mind, a stunted being. With all grea 
hearts and true women it is always the case; ^

H
rani

love without knowing why, or whom—it is their 
nature.” And he truly and beautifully adds:
great passion does not leap into existence as violets sp
up beneath the white feet of Aphrodite. It has gr® 
first. The grapes have ripened in the sun bem 
they are plucked for wine.” And when Mar 
Barnard came “ she endowed him with all that 8 
perceived in the glory and mystery around her 
day and night.” 3

Was ever a more beautiful courtship portray 
than the passage where Martial, on horseback, etV 
to speak with Felise, and when he would be jj| 
on she stays the horse by feeding him with harm 
of grass ?—a thing which would appear untnaid 
in a young lady brought up in the artificial a ^  
sphere of modern society, but which we fed 
the most natural thing in the world to this *̂eaU ajre 
child of nature. Later on Martial does not re<l 
to be detained by such devices.

And here is a beautiful eulogy of love :— ^
“ The August thunder booms far off at sea ^  

reapers reap in the brilliant sun ; and the lovers bi ^  
look out upon the land. Let us not outlive love . ^ 9, 
days, and come to look back with sorrow on those 
You have seen the ships upon the sea; they sal uj Jo 
and thither thousands of miles. Do they find 8â 9 to 
equal love ? Can they bring back precious ge 
rival it from the rich South ?” 0j|y

At the finish, Folise and Martial are ¡0 
married. “ The man slept; the woman, wake , fl(J 
her happiness, stole to the window whore she 
often sat of old time, the contented woman is 
against the vast loveliness of the dawn ” : j0v«

“ A pure rest had come to her life. Except ° acb 
and to love fulfilled, and then only to woman . ft* 
rest ever given. For tho heart, and the hand, ^  ¡¡0 
mind of a man are for ever driving onwards, ¡0s9’ 
profundity of rest ever cornea to his inmost 0 „ 
ness. At dawn he looks forward to the noonday- 

Felise did not look forward, but “ her heart br> ((jp 
to the full of love.” As Mr. Thomas observe^r0flt 
this passage Jeffries has divined one of the , ¡ug ® 
divisions between man and woman, whilst n® 
picture of great beauty that completes the P 
of Felise’s youth.” _ ato^K

Those who have been trained in the g cree<>> 
belief that Atheism is a cold, unpoetica ^ 0 
which would degrade and lower the P°® je8 
woman, will be surprised to learn that J° ^ 0 d> 
a thorough-going Atheist. One, moreover, -,ec 
not bow tho knee to the Ogre of British, ^ p 
ability by professing a creed he did not 
might have said with Lord Byron :—

I have not loved the world, nor the woirid m®
bo"’'ed

ru t
I have not flattered its rank breath, nor 
To its idolatries a patient knee.” ,__

In his masterpiece, The Story of My IIe*o0l\\J f 'j-  
he meditated for seventeen years before C  ̂
mitting to paper—ho declares tho belief j. ,< gflP 
ing intelligence to be an “ illusion ” an 
stition,” and says t f<k*9„

“ How can I adequately express my c0n . for8 
assertion that all things occur for tbo no3 b̂ jj)® 
and beneficent end, and aro ord?rci5 a n d  8 C , 
intelligence ? It is a most uttor falsehood j
against the human raco.”* .¡¡¡g '.¡0

If tho preachers who are always P ^ d  f ,  of 
Atheism destroys tho poetry of hf0 j’ 
their dreary sermons with some of t ¿0 8 
this Atheist, perhaps they might bo a {jcid9 
the rush of people away from their convo ^

’The Story of My Heart, p. 131 ; 1893-
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Poor Jeffries was a great sufferer. Some of his 
0st beautiful work was composed, he tells us, 

1887°^ <<£n£iense agony.” He died on August 14, 
at the early age of thirty-nine, cut off in the 

his genius by that terrible scourge, oon- 
*Pti°n. A disease which, by itself, gives the lie 

, the fable of the existence of a merciful and 
j?evolent Supreme Being.

da  ̂ 18 8a^  recanted during his last
Bta s ^ a^ er Besant was given to under-
“Th ’ a,n̂  b ' 8 Eu¡°0y of Richard Jeffries he wrote:
„ simple old faith came back to him,” and he 
p 1®0. listening with faith and love to the words 

ntained in the old Book.” But later, in a dis- 
Of?onw ith Mr. Henry S. Salt—the first biographer 

effries—he retracted this statement. He says:—
“ I stated in my 1 Eulogy ’ that he died a Christian. 

^ 8 w*fe read to him from the Gospel of St. Luke, and 
110 acquiesced. But, I have since been informed, he 

as Weak—too weak not to acquiesce, and his views 
^over changed from the time that he wrote The Story 
®/ My Heart. For my own part, it surprised me to 

®ar that a man who had written those pages should 
8Ver return to orthodoxy, but I  had no choice but to 
ccord the story as it happened and was told to me.”

°mtnenting on this, Mr. Salt observes :—
Herein is the simple explanation of Jeffries’ alleged 

^onversion. He was very weak—so weak that he per- 
. 8.ps could not but yield acquiescence to the affectionate 
^portunities of those around him, while still holding 

0 views which, as he recently avowed, ‘ expressed his 
8li°qi,8or‘OU8 convictions.’ So long as ho retained any 
Wa '  measure of health and strength; so long as ho 
coin a^®’ even at rare intervals, to enjoy that vital 
den tnntl'on with Nature on which his whole being 
and Dded ’ 80 *0D§’ m âc >̂ a8 be was Richard Jeffries, 
at tl110? a s^a^ ere<d wreck, ho was a freethinker. Even 
Baw 0 met ho withdrew no syllable of his writings; he 
d0omn° Pr’e s t; he made no acceptance of any kind of 
Will a' B *8 own published statements remain, and 
tati„retQam> beyond dispute or question, the authori- 

j j  6 expression of his Life-creed.”
dying pkotntm concludes this saddening story of the 
faith h r<?e£ihinker—surrounded by believers in a 
Whicjj 6 -n b earded—with a powerful passage,
Jegriea ‘P apply not only to the case of Richard 
^ r o r s " ^  *'° those fabulous tales of “ dying 
*bg m0 ani  ̂ ‘dying conversions, which aro a stand
ee 8ays to pious mendacity and malignity.

and^aff^ mtmpmtations that come of private grief 
the d e l* ° D’ n°body outsido the family and friends of 
sectari ^  *S con°crned. But there are some narrow 
maturij118 %vbo woui‘d ignoro the work of Jeffries’ 
Paralleiy’i au<d lay stress upon words which might bo 
When j . r°m the condemned cell. They strike him 
c°Ucedei *S ‘duwn, which is a liberty hardly to bo con- 
fmothin]-, ° Christians, oven when the opponent is a 
RreS(1ed n°t claim that his thought pro-
matter 0f°ti a ’s .°.r^ 0‘d°x en‘l ;  but intruding upon a 
^ ‘fitual ' 110 8Pi.rit with dead words—with words once 
Would d 1U wduch thoy have slain tho spirit—thoy 
Politic^ rai® dead man into an unquiet air, as of a 
may voto° Lc^on> *n order that ho who pursued truth 
death, and^t a pattisan- His pursuit was trippod up by 
18 *0 cast t0 addach any importance to his fallen hours 
aad prai 8COrfn uP°n. bfo, and is like ridiculing the lover 
:at|dfui 0j ,ot a vanished beauty because she is 

Sl0ce - U8d- It is oven more imnious and
now a

ce j e< * i t  is oven more impious and absurd, 
Words ofriLS work survives aud is a power. Tho last 
? icumstanany°ne’ distorted by mortal pain aud tho 

. dies ao °e-8 °£ Parting. cannot bo a power, whether 
*̂db pair <IUloscent, or delirious, or fuddled by death, or

blasphemy on his lips. Thoso who fr>». Capital nnf 41--------- J efor aro out of these words of Jeffries’—and

dorts
the* admtion t  cu u o u ic , auu neea hog u n s

Of JSl * ho' orthodnevirrua!elidar- Th° majority will bo

jUUOB --CUUVA— —« ' j i  ,1,08U 1 all philosophyis k 7” ar° fhoy ' intelligihlo ’ and is _ altoady
18 hollow ’ almost equal to blasphemy not this

ttable in their own conceit, an 0ï addition *■’ ■rir- -
—  w M w uaaR  a-Lio L U ttjunu j m i i  

■ defftit .̂0’ mlbodox Christian or not, sco in tlio work 
"be g00j  ’ ' ' I )en ho was most alivo, a force at ouo with 
Wisdom i at is in the world, with what makes for 

,  °°Q0ect(.,i auty’ aod joy, whothor it can usefully ho 
Mt . Th_ d  with Christiauitv or not.’”

°ma8 has
3l5-6

iauity or not.”
Produced a very beautiful book,

'"UTlCg • Tr-
’hohinson <l”d P°r '̂ by Edward Thomas,

from which we have freely quoted. A book which 
every lover of Nature will long to see on his book
shelf ; and we hope the publishers will see their way 
to producing a cheap edition, and so introduce it to 
a wider circle of readers. w> Mann>

The Narratives in Genesis—III.

T h e  B ib l e  Crea tio n  St o r ie s  and  Sc ie n c e .
(Continued from p. 396.)

T h e  two creation stories in Genesis are, as wo know, 
pure fiotion, though it is more than probable that 
the writers really believed them to be founded on 
fact. Written in such ancient times as 700 or 800 
B.C., when correct knowledge respecting natural 
phenomena was non-existent, it would be simply 
ridiculous to expect to find these stories in harmony 
with the proved facts of present-day Science. No 
blame, of course, attaches to the ancient Hebrew 
writers for not knowing what was unknown to the 
world in their day, and their narratives would be 
regarded merely as curiosities but for the vaporings 
of a number of orthodox but unthinking Christians, 
who maintain those primitive accounts to be the 
inspired word of God, and, consequently, to be in 
perfect agreement with the known facts of modern 
science. When such claims are made, it becomes 
necessary to examine those ancient legends, and 
show, once for all, what a mass of absurdities they 
really are. This otherwise unnecessary task I now 
proceed to perform, though it is difficult to notice 
the crude conceptions exhibited in those narratives 
with seriousness. And here I should premise that 
Christian commentators and apologists do not them
selves believe the accounts in Genesis; for they 
employ all the ingenuity they possess in explaining 
the writers’ statements away, and end by twisting 
them almost out of recognition.

Of the two Creation stories, the first, by the 
Priestly writer, is the one with which we have 
chiefly to do. According to this writer, the earth, 
prior to the “ creation,” was “ waste and void,” and 
“ darkness was upon the face of the deep.” Amidst 
this darkness either “ the wind ” or “ the spirit of 
God ” moved “ upon the face of the waters.” Josephus 
took the word (ruakh) to mean “ the wind.” The 
earth, about this time, was placed upon massive 
pillars or foundations, which supported it like the 
legs of a table (1 Sam. ii. 8 ; Job xxxviii. 4-6; Prov. 
viii. 29); but upon what these foundations rested 
had not been revealed to the sacred writers. A later 
Hebrew author, who called himself “ Enoch, the 
prophet,” states that he went to “ the extremities 
of tho earth whore heaven ceased,” and there actually 
saw “ tho stone which supports the corner of tho 
earth.” Tho knowledge and veracity of this writer 
are vouched for by the apostle Judo, who quotes from 
his book as the inspirod word of God (Jude 14-15).

Tho earth having been made to stand firmly, the 
great creator, Elohim, commenced his work of crea
tion, and completed the whole in six days of twenty- 
four hours—six Biderial days. His method of working 
was not excessively fatiguing; he simply commanded 
things to appear, and they came into existence forth
with. Then follows the account of the work of each 
day.

On the first day Elohim made “ light ”—indepen
dent of the Biin—and “ separated the light from the 
darkness.” These two substances were then confined 
in separate places, ready to be let loose in turn upon 
tho earth. At dawn tho light was let out, and in a 
short timo covered tho whole face of the earth ; bat 
towards evening it was called in, and tho darkness 
carno out and took its place. By this beantiful 
arrangement day and night succeeded each other 
without tho smallest hitch. Care had, of course, to 
bo taken to keep tho two substances apart; for if, by 
chance, they got mixed, tho earth would be flooded 
with semi-darkness day and night. I have often 
been puzzled to understand how the Israelites had
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light in their dwellings, while the Egyptians were 
enveloped in thick darkness (Exod. x. 22-23) : now 
the difficulty vanishes. The much-tried patriarch 
Job was aware that light and darkness were confined 
in separate places somewhere at the ends of the 
earth ; but he did not know the exact locality where 
these receptacles were situated. The Almighty, 
knowing this, taunted the poor man with his ignor
ance—which was, to say the least, unkind (Job 
xxxviii. 19, 20, 24). The writer of the Creation story 
did not know—and we have the authority of Holy 
Writ for saying that the god Yahveh did not know— 
that light is not a material substance at all, but is 
merely a manifestation of energy, and that darkness 
is nothing more than the absence of light. Light 
is in fact, simply the effect produced upon the sense 
of vision by a disturbance of the ether which is pro
pagated in waves from the sun to the earth.

The work of the first day having been completed, 
we are told that “ there was evening, and there was 
morning, one day.” Now “ evening,” being the com
mencement of darkness, and “ morning” the begin
ning of daylight, there were (according to the story) 
day and night three days before the Sun had been 
made. Furthermore, the ancient Hebrews reckoned 
their day from sunset to the following sunset ; hence 
the “ evening ” and “ morning,” or darkness suc
ceeded by daylight, constituted one day. The writer 
did not know that the earth was a globe ; he did not 
know that day and night are produced by the rota
tion of the earth upon its axis, by which every 
portion of the globe receives in succession light from 
the Sun, and that there could be no evening or 
morning, no day or night, until that luminary had 
been created. I do not blame the Hebrew narrator 
for not being acquainted with these matters ; I 
reprehend the dishonest Christian advocates who 
declare his story to be in harmony with the proved 
facts of Science.

On the second day the creator Elohim placed above 
the clouds an Expanse or Firmament which extended 
over the whole length and breadth of the earth, to 
which ho gave the name “ Heaven.” Though it is 
not stated in Genesis, this structure was conceived 
to be a solid crystalline roof or partition, above 
which was the abode of the Immortals—Elohim and 
his angels—who, whenever they thought fit, came 
down to see how things were going on upon the 
earth. The main reason assigned for the construc
tion of this immense sheet of rooting will bo seen 
from the following :—

Gen. i. 6-7.—" And Elohim said, Let there bo a fir
mament in tho midst of tho waters, and let it divide 
tho waters from tho waters. And Elohim made tho 
firmament, and separated tho waters which wero under 
tho firmament from tho waters which wero abovo tho 
firmament.”

As will be perceived, tho firmament was made chiefly 
to store above it large bodies of water—sufficient to 
give rain as long as the world endured. The neces
sity for this structure to be of a firm and solid nature 
is thus apparent (Prov. viii. 28). These “ waters 
that bo above the heavens” are referred to in Psalm 
cxlviii. 4 ; civ. 13; etc. When some of this water 
was abont to be cast down as rain “ tho windows of 
heaven” were opened (Gen. vii. 11-12); at othor 
times those windows wore kept shut. The with
holding of rain was one of tho Lord’s methods of 
punishing his people (2 Chron. vi. 2G-27 ; vii. 18; 
etc.).

8 ut many other things besides water wore stored 
above the firmament. Hero was kept a supply of 
the food given to the Israelites in tho wilderness.

Psalm lxxviii. 23, 24.—" He commanded tho skies 
above, and opened tho doors of heaven ; and ho rained 
down manna npon thorn to oat, and gavo them of the 
corn of heaven.”

Here the Lord kept his arrows and his thunderbolts 
(2 Sam.^xxii. 14-15) ; hero ho kept his firo and brim
stone (Gen. xix. 24) ; hero also ho stored largo quan
tities of snow, and kept heaps of hailstones ready to 
be cast down on the heads of his onomios (Job xxxviii. 
22-23; Josh. x. 11 ; Exod. ix. 28). There appear to

have been three floors constructed above the fir®8' 
m ent; for the apostle Paul says that he was “caug® 
up even to tho third heaven” where he heard “n® 
speakable words, which it is not lawful for a maO" 
u tt9r ” (2 Cor. xii. 2-4). Doubtless, the wat̂ 1 
thunderbolts, and other things were stored in 
two lower floors, while the heavenly host inhabit 
the top floor. ^

Setting aside all this nonsense, and coming 1 
facts, the Priestly writer of the Creation story* 
Genesis did not know that no firmament such as j

the

into
a0(*

describes had ever been created; that no bodies 
water or other substances are stored above * 
clouds. He did not know that all the water wb*̂  
falls as rain is contained in the atmosphere i*B ^ 
As nearly everyone knows, a considerable quantity 
water, all over the globe, is constantly being 0^  
verted into vapor, which, being lighter than tb0  ̂
at the earth’s surface, ascends until it react0 ^ 
stratum of its own specific gravity; that cloud 
vapor thus formed, when carried by winds 
cooler latitudes, become lower in temperature 
have then less capacity for holding so much vilP° nd 
solution ; consequently the excess falls to the gro 
in the form of rain, snow, or hail, according 
temperature of the atmosphere of the locality- ^  
simple process, so familiar to every educated P0^  
of the present day, was known to no one 
lived in Old Testament times: hence the P°P^e 
belief of immense bodies of water above 
firmament. tb0

On the third day Elohim gathered togotn ^  
waters that were under the firmament in a]90 
place, and allowed the dry land to appear; ^  ^  
caused all kinds of vegetation to grow °n, tbe 
ground. This was before tho Sun was crea^ gp0B80 
vegetable world would therefore have to e£j,ap9 
with his rays for one day—whioh would not p » 
matter for an ordinary day; but would
great deal if tho “ day” wero an epoch of .^jje 
of years, as some Christian pervertors of the 
soriptures contend. ve°riptures contend. . giw

Further details of the work of this day a g.jl)1
by the Almighty to his servant Job 
The deity asks that much persecuted patriai ^

*** t-d
1 Who shut up the sea with doors, aud8et

b9tS
forth.......and prescribed for it my docroo, bill *J,i
n ft, .1 d  n/ftftan n ft, ,1 r ,A * / l  I J a i l ,  Aftit/ft rtlftrtlél fillO lland doors, and said, Hitherto shalt thou 
further; and horo shall thy proud waves 
(See Prov. viii. 29).

bo s'

but, as a * * - ¡ 0
keep

The answer to this question was 
“ tho Lord, strong and mighty ”; 
fact, tho only “ bars and doors ” that 
its place are the laws of gravitation.

On tho fourth day Elohim made “ two gr n 
- 3 in t

of the heaven to give light upon the oar

the se“

atb^gt
the Sun and Moon, and “ set them in

^ ___  ̂ re cr0i, ]j,
two luminaries, we aro to understand,
for the sole purpose of giving light 
Tho Priestly writer would have fb8

to ‘'"■'j-jb®0.' a s to h ^ '
-------------- j ------- -------------- lato' fib
learn that tho diameter of one of tno foat01 ao 
the San, is a hundred times groator t j | j 0 
earth ; and since the magnitude of BP etei8’ j > 
each other a9 tho cubes of their 1 ‘ ab0 , gi 
magnitude of tho Sun must thorefor jOgt0 -¿is 
million times that of the earth: also, jjjetw , it 
being only a few miles off (in the n ^
over 90 millions of miles distant. body
his senses, then, imagine an irnro®080,^« epê MLi
Sun, beiog created to give light  ̂to a ^  ¿ftvi
this globe? Moreover, 
called into existence nntil

instead of 
the oartu wa9 , 

re»80:
cOfep
V

with vogetation, tho Sun, we have g -fl pla00 fac;/ 
believing, was in being ages before e(irtb 1 
its place in the solar system—bbe

it
fro00nr0'„¡o1having once formed part of the S'10’ 0SgO-- a0' 

was flung off into space by tho lav- ru00
writer of the Creation story nau 1 |l0Be v 
the simplo ideas of a child, ono o Sll̂ ,.0p:

"deri*1tho ordinary light of day, when 0(j 
visible, was distinct from that j^ional a**a
luminary, tho latter being an 
kind of light.
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h w h a t  has the writer to say of the stars ? Has 
. forRotten their existence ? No, he has not; he 
fes them as much space in his narrative as he 

t etns they merit. After stating that Elohim made 
,,° “great lights,” one “ to rule the day” and the 

alsG" "^° ru*e the night,” he adds—“ the stars 
top f ’< all are placed in the imaginary firma-
jjj 1 “ to give light upon the earth.” And here we 
him say that the writer had no idea—Elohim
thU« no ^ ea—o£ the stupendous nature of

creation.” As an illustration of this point, I 
' ig

.0.0 H.O m uotiauiuu U1 uuio
ittnte the following from the Christian World 
(Jan. 26, 18991: “ To-day our theology is again 
teing touched from the stars. The telescope has 
Proved a veritable instrument of revelation......bmoe

began to sweep the heavens man has had to 
domesticate himself in a new universe. In his 
earher thinking Creation was a comparatively snug 
affair. The earth was its centre and man its rais°n 
“^e. Our planet was the fixed point round which 
everything revolved. The snn was created to give 
’ght by day, the moon and stars to shine on him >> 

At a handy distance above him was a para 
, 6 for the good, and beneath, within equally easy 
*each, an avernus for the wicked. The astronomer 
Sf8 overturned this theology for us. The sc^ e  Re 

scloses is one in which our earth is found to be i 
“rngnificant satellite of a sun nearly a million tunes 
Sgor, but which in its turn is only a speck in 8 6 

founding immensity. He talks to us of fifty 
“lllllpn stars as visible with the telescope, each one 

*>«hty sun, the centre probably of planetary 
- 8 ems full, for aught we know, of conscious life.

6 describes the distances of these worlds by the 
raf ies.o£ years which it takes light, Hying at its 
hpf9 °£ inconceivable swiftness, to cross the go 
beJf,6n.themselves and us; or, what is not less 
in i* Bering, by showing us that a star viewed by us 

dduary, and then again in June, when wo are 
an ’ j miles from our earlier standpoint, has not 

red its apparent position by a hair's bteadth. 
aro indeed the denizens of a roomier universe.

(To le continued.)
Abracadabra .

to: • Stead Interviews Sir Robert Stout.

[Sir Robert Stout used to be called and is still °f
Zealand, lie has been Prime Miniate , lUe oW country 
Rreat influence. During bis present "• • ,  [or tbe Rci irn
he baa been interviewed by Mr. A . 1 • fact that Sir
°f Rerieu «. Mr. Stead does not ment .,repUl0Ugbt party 
Robert 6tout was once the le&der o r£h© tolloWiDBblew Zealand and is a Freethinker 8 V ,  
portion oi tlie interview will interest oi

0lto t v a n y  C  , I ll o <1Ic a l  N o n c o n f o r m is t ,
ie? fiiin,/ " a58- You aro uot keen enough to bo logical, for
f bo yw your f or» ovvvr-Yv' “hioro ni ^0lîr e(*ucatiou controversy. Can auy- 

Ÿ » ? ’’ lliog»cal than tho position of the Noncon-

CHm'iorlt ;oy°V 8tand
“ 0

is ahvi

^gorQt8id

with regard to tho Churches?” I 
ays well to know tbo standpoint of ono s

(?iQational Raid Sir Robert. 1 But nay__ _ -«lu ->;1 x‘,
-uuui connections aro Unitarian- onf0ruiists an

' " OT“ ,0 U '  ai—a t
cbutei*y c 0̂montary school. Vibat is "  ’’q'hcro is ou y 
tore \Qp;Caii Uot be right in tbo public school. N’oucou-fottniS ca£ RQlutiou—Secular Education.

s s : ,: 5 'r
’tolt is M ’ . 1 admitted, “ u* 8 «bat evo*
C ^ P c n  ^^.ainoe is
ci° roli,1,';11̂  aut£ cndowiug what they called un-

r^ionis. ^'0“ >u the nnbl in. nliimnnf.nrv nolmnlfl.

you hit us on tho raw. Tho ro- 
‘ f ■ when tbo Nonconformists in-

> M T atioai8t *e'n>0U -U t*10 public elementary schools,
“ in v.as lost Crnn I'PJ“gn for tLo disestablishment of tbo‘oj,; ^ew ouud. ’

in tb e 'su t Ha‘(£ Sir Robert, “ wo nro at leaHt 
el \°°Rhf’ Cour̂  ° 8cbools tliero is nothing but secular 

^ 8ti °A neces8itv ,Buc.u*ar education docH not cxcludo, 
' £hat you ^  *° iucludo, moral instruction. I am 

la'o  a Moral Instruction Loaguo boro.

We need moral instruction in every school, and a handbook 
with lessons drawn impartially from the best books in all 
literature.”

I agreed. “ A year or two ago I discussed with Mr. 
Gould, of Leicester, tho compilation of a Moral Instruction 
readiiig book, in which appropriate lessons selected from the 
best books in the world, regardless of their claims to special 
inspiration, should be arranged for daily use in the schools.”

“ Surely there was such a book in French,” said Sir 
Robert. “ By ono Steeg, I think. But it was never pub
lished in England. There can be no real religion where 
there is no morality, whereas you can so teach morality on 
secular lines as to make it a solid foundation for religion 
without in any way trespassing on the province of the 
Church. But that is not by any means the only specimen 
of your lack of logic.”

Correspondence.

THE “ BLASPHEMY” PROSECUTION.
TO THE EDITOR OF “  THE FREETHINKER.”

S i r ,—Herewith I enclose my annual contribution to the 
Honorarium Fund—opened in your behalf by loyal-minded 
Freethinkers—a cheque for jEI Is., and 53. in aid of the 
fund for the defence of Mr. Boulter.

Your long services to the great cause of Freethought and 
Humanity cannot be over estimated. Your noble devotion 
to principle is to be imitated by all who understand what 
principle implies and tho English language means.

Mr. Boulter has found in you a noble and generous friend. 
To your timely action last year he owed his liberty and the 
protection of his person, as again he is appealing just now 
for the same object. He ought to value your services in the 
fullest and most unreserved sense, otherwise he certainly 
would have been hustled unceremoniously into jail. There 
is no mistaking the temper of lawyers and other persons in 
authority where matters of religion are the subject of dis
cussion, especially in hypocritical Great Britain. I trust 
you will this time have the whole Freethought party, and 
other parties animated with the spirit of love and fair-play, 
once the characteristic of Englishmen, by your side. These
aro tho times that try men’s souls. n .J  W . P .  A d a m so n .

Portsoy, N.B. .

SEASIDE APARTMENTS.
TO THE EDITOR OF “  THE FREETHINKER."

S i r ,—Have you considered the question of inviting your 
readers who resido at seasido and other summer resorts, and 
have apartments to let, to advertise such in the Freethinker t 
This would bo another source of revenue for the Freethinker, 
to those who advertiso, and to those of its readers who aro in 
quest of such information.

I am shortly taking my usual fortnight’s holiday at the 
seaside, and should prefer, as naturally, no doubt, many of 
your readers would, to stay with fellow Freethinkers.

E d . W a t k in s .

FLOGGING OF BOYS.
The Humanitarian League (Prisons Committee) begs to 

call attention to the fact that tho London County Council 
propose to oxtond tho penalty of birching for boys. For the 
ollouco of giving a false alarm of fire, it is provided in the 
L. C. C. General Powers Bill, now before Committee, that 
“ whero any malo person betweon tho age of twelve and 
fourteen yoars is convicted undor this section, the Court may 
if thoy think it expedient so to do either in addition to or 
instead of any other punishment adjudge snch person to bo 
as soon as practicable privately whipped with not more than 
twolvo strokes of a birch-rod by a constablo in tho prosenco 
of an inspector of polico,” etc.

It is not tho Athoists, but tho Christians, who malign their 
God, who is ropresonted as tho most cruel and revengeful of 
beings; and endowed by his professed worshipers with 
characteristics calculated to arouse only horror and disgust 
in auy thoughtful mind. A human parent, who destroyed, 
or even temporarily consigned his child to torment, in 
punishment of a fault, would bo considered, and rightly, a 
m onste r  ; for whom tho oxtromo ponalty of tho law would 
bo judged an iuadequato scntcnco ; yet this is tho courso of 
action attributed to the “ all-wiso, merciful aud loving God 
of tbo Christians." It is to bo deeply regretted when 
parents can givo no moro attractive attributes to tbo Deity 
thoy direct their children to worship and adoro; and when 
tho most forciblo argument against falsehood and disobedi
ence is tho prospect of otornal vengeance at his hands.— 
Liberia«.
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SU N D A Y  LECTURE NOTICES, etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday 
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
Outdoor.

B ethnal G reen B ranch N. S. S . (Victoria Park, near the 
Fountain): A. B. Moss, 3.15, “ A New Age of Reason G.15, 
“ The Work of Charles Darwin.”

Camberwell B ranch N. S. S. (Brockwell Park): 3.15, W. J. 
Ramsey, “ How I Fell Among Thieves 6.15, a Lecture.

K ingsland B ranch N. S. S. (Ridley-road). 11.30, W. J.Ramsey, 
“ Jesus : His Sayings and Teachings.”

N orth L ondon B ranch N. S. S. (Parliament Hill, Hampstead): 
3.30, C. Cohen, a Lecture.

W est H am B ranch N . S. S. (Outside Maryland Point Station, 
Stratford): 7, W. J. Ramsey, “ Our Gospels.”

W ood G reen B ranch N. S. S. (Spouters’ Corner): 11, a 
Lecture.

W oolwich B ranch N . S. S. Beresford-square) : 11.30, Mr. 
Marshall, a Lecture.

COUNTRY.
L iverpool B ranch N . S. S. (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square) :

7, H. Percy Ward, “ Christian Russia and its Bloodthirsty Czar.”
Outdoor.

B ristol'B ranch N. S. S. (Durdham Downs) : 7.30, F. Melton, 
a Lecture.

L iverpool B ranch N . S. S. (Edge-hill Lamp): Wednesday, 
June 30, at 8, H. Percy Ward, a Lecture.

W igan B ranch N. S. S. (Market-square): Monday, June 28, at
8, H. Percy Ward, a Lecture.

TRUE MORALITY;
Or, The Theory and Practice of Neo-Malthusianism,

IS , I  BKLIXV1 ,

THE BEST BOOK
ON THIS SUBJECT.

Superfine Large-paper Edition, 176 pagei, »Ith Portrait and Auto
graph, bound in cloth, gilt-lettered, post free I t .  a copy.

In order that it may have a large otroulation, and to bring it 
within the reach of the poor, I have issued

A POPULAR EDITION IN PAPER COVERS.
A copy of this edition post free for 2d. A dozen copies, for dis

tribution, post free for one shilling.
The National Reformer of September 4 , 1892, says : " Mr.

Holmes's pamphlet...... is an almost unexceptional statement
of the Neo-Malthusianism theory and practice...... and through
out appeals to moral feeling...... The special value of Mr.
Holmes's servioe to the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human 
well-being generally is just his combination in his pamphlet 
of a plain statement of the phyoioal and moral need for family 
limitation, with a plain aooount of the means by which it can be 
secured, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the 
lowest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. 
Allbutt, and othors, have also spoken of it in very high terms. 

Ordert should be sent to the author,
J. R. HOLMES, EAST HANNEY, W ANTAGE.

Natural Religion
OR

THE SECRET OF ALL THE CREEDS.
BY

F. J. B.

Being an abbreviated rendering in English of the grent work of 
Dupuis, L’Origine de tout les Cultes, first published in 1794, from 
which Robert Taylor, Logan Mitchell, and other astro-mythical 
exponents of Christianity have so largely drawn. This little book 
thoroughly explains the astronomical origin of Christianity, in a 
manner which everyone may ossily understand. It will be of 
the deepest interest to Freethinkers and an astonishing eye- 
opener to orthodox Christians. Its value is enhanced by the 
inclusion of three important plates from Dupuis, reproduced (with 

difficulty) on India paper, which will not break with folding.

Bound in Cloth. Price Two Shillings.
Postage Twopence Extra.

AN
OFFER TO FREETHINKERS.

j SL

CUTLERY SET.
Complete, 54 Pieces, 26s. 6d.

Sheffield make, guaranteed to wear vvli 
throughout. Carriage paid and money 

returned if not approved of. 
JEWELLERY OF EVERY DESCRIPTION-

S P E C I A L  T E E M S  TO F E E  E T il  IN K *1*
GEORGE ENGLISH & CO.,

52a HIGH HOLBORN LONDON,

D O E S  T E A
C I T E  Y O U

I N D I G E S T I O N ?

I P S O ,  It is  b ecau se  o rd in a ry  te a  co n ta in «  
ga llo -tan n ic  acid , th e  fluid th a t  le a th e r  is 
ta n n e d  w ith .

I t  h a rd e n s  th e  c o a ts  of th e  s to m a c h , r e 
ta rd in g  flow of g a s tr ic  ju ic e s , th u s  causing  
In d igesuon , bad com plexion , an d  w eak 
n e rv es . O ne  n a tu ra l  te a  only is tr e e  fro m  
t h i s  C ru d a T a n n in ,  becau se  i t  c o n s is ts  
so lely  of th e  tip s  of se lec ted  leaves freed  from  
th e  s ta lk s  w h ich  c o n ta in  th is  in ju r io u s  
j u i c e . I t  is  ca lled

“ Typhoo-Tipps
an d  l,OGO d o c t o r s  n o w  r e c o m m e n d  i t  a s
th e  only  d igestive  te a . I t is p u re  Ceylon- 
h en ce  e x q u is ite  flavour, an d  a b so lu te ly  u n 
m ed ic a te d . T he ab sen ce  o f s ta lk s  en a b le s  it 
to  yield 50 m o re  la rg e  cups p e r  p ound  th a n  
o rd in a ry  te a , h en ce  econom y.

A  L A R G E  S A M P L E  P A C K E T  Is sen t 
F R E E , w ith  n e a re s t  a g e n t 's  nam e, to  every 
one  w ho w rite s  fo r  it, enc losing  2d. fo r  postage 

i - v  T H E  T Y P IIO O  T E A  CO., L td .. 
Jfjs/ 2 5 ,  C a s t le  S t r e e t ,  B ir m in g h a m .

BUSINESS CARDS p,
inserted undor this hea<3inG ® rtj9eP 
l 3s. Gd. per inch. No *

sertio»3.

Short advertisements are 
of 2s. per half inch and
under this heading can be less than 2a. or exfcen

inch. Special terms for several continuous ins
(t?

FREETHOUGHT BADGES.—The new N. S. 
nishes an excellent method of introduction to sjngle 
The design is the French Freethinkers emblem-—a 
llower—button shape, with strong pin. Price 2d., 
Reduction for G or more.—N. S. S. Secretary, 
street, Farringdon-street, E.C. __— ^

H. S. WISH ART (N. S. S., C.F., and }■ lJ e0 J  
cate of Freothonght and Humanism, 
lectures, debates, or missions on T o r »  
Atheism, Socialism, and Humanism. .jjg) 
etc., apply 22 Sandhurst-avenue, Har0^ ^ ,

Ralph Cricklewoo^
j pat'0

A Twentieth Century Critical &nC) 
Expose o f Christian Mythol0»

(In the F orm of a N ovel.) «■■tfji'

By STEPH EN FITZ-STB1̂
A Well-Wisher of the Iluvian Faini

--------------------------------- gj-
388  pages, cloth. Price

Post Froe. .
______________________ ^

The P ioneer Press, 2 Newcastlo-strcot, Farring^The P ioneer Pbxhb, 2 Nowcaatle-street, Farringdon-strect, E.C.



J 27, 1909 5CHH FREETHINKER 415

T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y ,
LIMITED

Company Limited by Guarantee

Begietared Office—2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, H.O, 

Chairman of Board of Direotori—Mm. G. W. FOOTE 

Secretary—B M. VANCE (Miss).

reiaiaiti° 6,y WiB °‘,,nBa ,n 1898 *° s®0*3 legal security to the
'iha m aad •PpHoation ot lands lor Seoalar purposes.

Objeota emoraQaam ot Association sets forth that the Sooiety's 
•bouid. h**6 !— Promote the principle that human oonduot 
#4*aral h .i548®̂ nP°n natural knowledge, and not upon super- 
taj el, end that human welfare in this world is the proper
To pro8** bought and notion. To promote freedom of inquiry. 
Plata unlversal geoular Education. To promote the oom- 
lawful .?a'ar'Bati°n of the State, eto., etc. And to do all such 
hoi  ̂t , ' as are oonduoive to suoh objects. Also to have, 
0f heqttaiu8’ an<* ret°ln any sums of money paid, given, devised, 
•he nnFr!a'hea by any person, and to employ the same for any of 

T h e &  01 ‘he Society.
hoald 80 1 *y of members is limited to ¿81, in oase the Sooiety 

ll»biiiti0Var be wound up and the assets were insufficient to oover 
Menu,8 8 moal unlikely oontingenoy. 

yeatlv 08i 8 ^ay an entranoe fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent 
The s bforiP‘ion of five shillings.

Uiget 00iety has a considerable number of members, but a much 
8*hied am °8t *B ^eairable, and it is hoped that some will be 
It partioin °,n®a* those who read this announoemont. All who join 
Its tesouro ° *n 00ntr°l of its business and the trusteeship of 
t>0o that 8a' *a exPr®asly provided in the Articles of Associa
te  Bocietv ^ 4ei “ber- as suoh, shall derive any sort of profit from 
*Hy Wav yi.oi‘het by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in 

The o. , 9t6T«t'
^bsototn ° e*ya affairs are managed by an eleoted Board of 
twelve mfi„?unaiatin8 °f uot less than five and not more than 

“mere, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) eaoh year ,

but are oapable of re-election. An Annual Gsnera Meeting cf 
members must be held in London, to receive the Report, elect 
new Directors, and transaot any other business that may arises,

Being a duly registered body, the Beoular Sooiety, Limited, 
oan receive donations and bequests with absolute security. 
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to maha 
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Sooiety's favor in their 
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension. 
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The executors 
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary course of 
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in 
connootion with any of the wills by which the Society has 
already been benefited.

The Sooiety's solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battoook 23 
Rood-lace, Fenohuroh-street, London, E.O.

A Form of Befuett.—The following is a sufficient form of 
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators:—" I give and
" bequeath to the Seouiar Sooiety, Limited, the sum of £-----
" free from Legaoy Duty, and I direot that a receipt signed by 
"two members of the Board of the said Society and the Secretary 
" thereof shall be a good discharge to my Executors for the 
" said Legacy.”

Friends of the Society who have remembered it in their wills, 
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary of 
the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will 
(if desired) treat it a9 strictly confidential. This is not neoesEary. 
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, and 
their oontents have to be established by competent testimony.

Undep the Ban of the London County Council.
T H E P O P U L A R  E D I T I O N

[Revised and Enlarged)

u
OF

BIBLE ROMANCES”
BY

G.
With t

W. FOOTE.
Portrait of the Author

!X?ePtionai Netoepaper says:—"Mr. G W. Footo, ohairman of the Socular Society, is well known as a man of 
aiged ed't’ Romance» havo had a large salo in the original edition. A popular, revised, and 

jt6et, Lond IOn’ a* Prioo of 6d., hns now boon published by tho Pionoor Press, 2 Nowcastle-street, Farringdon. 
Modern 0°F'.*or *bo Secular Society. Thus, within tho roach of almost everyone, the ripest thought of the leaders 

Pmion are being placed from day to day.”

134 Large Double-Column Pages, Good Print, Good Paper

i S I X P E N C E  — NE T
PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C. 

— ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

erYiiniscences of Charles Bradlaugh
BY

5* *08l. G. W. FOOTE.
great thing over writton about Bradlaugh. Mr. Foote’s personal recollections of

oonool&nt.M during many oxciting years, witli a page on his attitude in the presence
a .  ■ .  1  1   4- 4- L  7vT«  4- i  /v  n  n  1 Q  A r v n  l o w  Q  a 4" wdeathw n ^U0Claat during many exciting years, with a page on ms aEutuae in tue presene

P ljì%  ’ aDd an a°eount of his last appearance as President of the National Secular Sooiety.

»His
E d  a t  s i x p e n c e , r e d u c e d  t o  t w o p e n c e

(Postage Halfpenny.)^  u o « u b v  ------------- 1  *  /

°^E E R  p ßESSf 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.
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A LIBERAL OFFER—NOTHING LIKE IT.
Greatest Popular Family Reference Book and Sexology—Almost Given Away. A Million S°K

at $3 and §4—Now Try it Yourself.
In su re  Y our L ife —Y ou D ie  to  W in ; B u y  th is  Book, Y ou L earn  to  Live.

_jn Ignorance kills—knowledge saves—be wise in time. Men weaken, sicken, d1®'
knowing how to live. “ Habits that enslave ” wreck thousands—young and c
Fathers fail, mothers are “ bed-ridden,” babies die. Family feuds, marital nu36““ 

divorces—even murders—All can be avoided by self-knowledge, self-control.
You can discount heaven—dodge hell—here and now, by reading and apply*n£ ¡f 
wisdom of this one book of 1,200 pages, 400 illustrations, 80 lithographs on 18 ana*01 

color plates, and over 250 prescriptions,
K SO*OF COURSE YOU WANT TO KNOW WHAT EVERYONE OUGHT TO

The Young—How to choose the best to marry.
T he M arried—Hew to  be h ap p y  in  m arriage .
T he F ond P arent—H ow to have prize  babies.
T he M other—How to have them without pain.
T he C hildless—How to be fruitful and multiply. 
T he Curious—How they “ growed ” from germ-cell. 
T he H ealthy—How to enjoy life and keep well. 
T he I nvalid—How to brace up and keep well.

Whatever you’d ask a doctor you find herein, or (if not, Dr. F. ivill answer your inquiry tree , any time).
Dr. Foote’s books have been the popular instructors of the masses in America for fifty years (often re-written enl»rgf
and always kept up-to-date). For twenty years they have sold largely (from London) to all countries where Eng'*3 !,
f ln n k p n  n.nrl p n p n n r . h p r p  h i n h J a i  T.nof. o r l i t i r tn a  n .rp  VtAst. lftrrfAflt;. n.nr1 m n s t;  f n r  t.ViA nric .A  Y n n  m n .v  flftVG f.spoken, and everywhere highly praised. Last editions are best, largest, and most for the price. You may save [el 
by not baying, and you may lose your life (or your wife or child) by not knowing some of the vitally important truths 1

iri£e

Most Grateful Testimonials From Everywhere.
Gudivoda, India : “ It is a store of medical knowledge in plainest 

language, and every reader of English would be benefited 
by it.”—W. L. N.

Triplicane, India: “ I have gone through the book many times, 
and not only benefited myself but many friends also.”— 
G. W. T.

Calgary, Can. : “ The information therein has changed my
idea of life—to be nobler and happier.”—D. N. M. ¡¡ce 

Laverton, W. Aust. : “ I consider it worth ten times tue i 
I have benefited much by it.”—R. M. , .

Somewhat Abridged Editions (800 pp. each) can be had in German, Swedish, Finnish, or Spa”1

Panderma, Turkey : “ I can avow frankly there is rarely
found such an interesting book as yours.”—K. H-

Price EIGHT SHILLINGS by Mail to any Address.

P R E S S ,O R D E R O F  T H E  P I O N E E R
2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.C.

Single Suits
AT

Wholesale Prices.

A d v ertis in g  is no good unless backed up by 
good value for money.

GEO. JESSO P & SON, LTD.,
realise this, and as many readers 
of the “ Freethinker” have already 
proved, they more than fulfil what 

they claim to do.

‘Messrs. Whitekouse and Co. have sent us sampb3 ti,or¡b'
tbe'f

boots, and we are bound to say, without posing aa an
flUtl’»1

UUUCo, CHIAVA n v  UllV m v u u u  vv> AJCAIJ , ---o  1

on such matters, that they seem to us extremely g°° v»luefot

the money.”—Freethinker, January 3, 190‘J.

Catalogue sent post free on application-

Send P ostcard  for
P a tter n s  and S elf-m easu rem en t Form .

GEO. JE SSO P & SON, LTD.,
Clothing M anufacturers, 

B A T L E Y ,  Y O R K S H I R E .

Please mention this paper.

The
B usiness

Boot
JÍ*«1'

Real b o n ffL c 'i

fined, «
soles.
solid leather-
in sizes

We have V
supplypattern
ss . od , P»5*

A
GENTS.’ Eox Calf Boots, Lace or Derby

Welted, Lace or Derby 
■ or Derby 12/6.

Tan Willow Calf, Laco or Derby -
Glace Kid, Lace or Derby 12/6. a0(j 12/Ö-

a D er®?iLADIES' Box Calf Boots, Laco 5/11, Button ana „d g/lJ 
Glace Kid Boots, Lace or Button 6/D

6/»’

Tan Glaco Kid Boots, Lace 7/11* 
Black Glace Shoos, Laco 6/6.

,, ,, Six Bar 6/6.
Tan Glace, Six Bar or Gibson 6/H-

All Goods sent Post Free
Foreign Orders must ho accompanied by Rxtr

poS*'

oft
/

When ordering please enclose postal or
your requirements '

ffiOw1 ^
WHITEHOUSE & CO., BOOT FACTORS,

Printed and Published by the P io n e e r  Passa, 2 Newcastle-atreot, London, E.O.


