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hinQ W? Wani t° be strong ?— we must work. To be 
hn'd^ m~We must starve. T obe happy?— we must be 

■to be wise ?—we must look and think.
—John B oskin.

My
“ Blasphemy” Again.

Madera will recollect the “ blasphemy ”  case of 
he early part 0f last year. Mr. Harry Boulter was 

Prosecuted under the Common Law of Blasphemy 
account of open-air lectures delivered by him at 

'̂ghbury Corner. He was in no way connected 
the National Secular Society, hut the Society 

Ssigfed him as a matter of principle. Besides pay- 
S all the costs of bis defence, it helped him in
at’ous other ways by its interposition. As 1 rem 
6ut of the N. Sft.cŝv

>  as itH  w

S., I took as much trouble over the 
own. The Society re- 

to consider the question
t̂ were my 

P refused,k • '-‘ v .ocu, iu  uuuHxuur tut? i^uecsbiuu
of  ̂ others a3 to the good taste and value 
teal ny power’s propaganda. That was not the 
0nder 10n at ¡Bsue. Mr. Boulter was prosecuted 
Chtiat| ° ^ asPbemy Laws, which were designed by 
hever °̂r ^ e  oppression of Freethinkers, and 
^ r*stiaa an  ̂ other object. Under those Laws, 
!°r “H tSt olaim the right to punish a Freethinker 

^Osid^113̂  creed in a way that they choose 
^ e°reti 8i diaPlea3i°g- To concede them that right, 
fespectin y ?r Pra°tically, is impossible to any self- 
lllvolved8 ildend of Freethought. The principle 
f°r “ hla8Ŵ 8 Perieotly dear. If the man proseouted 

” were the meanest or worst man in 
P>cip]e ' roean no offence to Mr. Boulter), the 

r̂'8tiansetna*ned 8ame• He was attacked by 
nC that an<t as a Freethinker, under a law designed 
th 8,°*e a ^ 0?0' The daty oC tho N. S. S. was

' aPplicnf" uau 10 00 resisted; not tnis or
j^OotioQ n°D’ ^ut evcry application. Bigotry and

th *̂a8Phom am aS dayt’ght. Every application of 
p0at appijCat; J tjaws had to be resisted ; not this

Ôust n°t things to bo held terms with, 
a C'Pte on opposed at all coat. That was the 

Mch the National Secular Society 
8ay now, as I said then, that tho

^  l 5 u e“ y " Proaeoations have seldom I a M . 
^r®* W *  Was found goMty. Mr. Justice Philh- 

^Ddertak ’̂ instead of Pa9sin8 sentence, exacted^Ce.

f°r TanUlter s'^ned a document expressing 
that, t,6 'V0Qld no 8° a^0 ^ad used> and promising

^  , . tlng from Mr. Boulter not to repeat his 
‘ ee.- ' ^ r- Boulter ‘

hQt'jUll̂ e r ta k in U8B eucdl lanSuaS° again. Whilo 
f** s o r t i e  being fixed up Mr. Boulter was 

j °̂ck and^ communication with mo. He was 
hu(j j  8aid thoey- The undertaking was his own 
^U f a*8° 8aid°n*me ^ a t  ^  wa9 no  ̂ an heroic act, 

Ik Gr hot boi„ * bad no right to blame a 
beck, aildortak-8 a her°-

^ 65̂  aotue fojj Waa a noose round Mr. Boulter’i
y °r other it was pretty suro to bo

pulled tight. For he was obviously not a very care
ful or dexterous speaker, and was tolerably certain to 
get into trouble again if he went on lecturing. I am 
only astonished that the police have given him so 
long a run. But they have pulled him up at last.

Mr. Boulter was served with a notice to appear at 
the Central Criminal Court on Tuesday, June 8, at 
8 o’clock in the afternoon, with a view to receiving 
sentence, in consequence of his having violated his 
undertaking. He was also served with what pur
ported to be verbatim reports of his speeches at 
Highbury Corner and Clapham Common during May. 
He surrendered on Tuesday before Mr. Justice 
Darling, who postponed the case until the following 
afternoon. Thus the case is sub judice while I am 
writing, directly after leaving the court; and I must 
confine myself to a statement of my own action in 
regard to it.

I was asked by Mr. Boulter for advice, and I gave 
assistance. No doubt the N. S. S. Executive will 
endorse my action; if not, I am prepared to bear 
the responsibility. My view is that every “ blas
phemy ” proseoution must be frustrated if possible. 
I am ready to do anything to that end. Accordingly 
I placed the matter in the hands of Mr. Harper, the 
solicitor who acted for us before, with instructions 
to engage counsel. When the case opened on Tues
day, it was arranged that Mr. Frank Shewell Cooper 
should represent the defence on points of law, and 
that the rest should be left to Mr. Boulter himself. 
This was done at Mr. Boulter’s wish.

I felt obliged to do something more. I gave Mr. 
Boulter a written promise that, if he were sent to 
prison, his wife and family should not suffer materi
ally during his absence. That promise I shall fulfil, 
if necessary, and in no niggardly spirit; and I am 
confident that the Freethought party will support 
me in fulfilling it. Not that I wish to do this as a 
personal act. I desire it to bo done through the 
Society.

What will happen to-morrow (the reader will re
member that I am writing on Tuesday afternoon) I 
do not know, and I shall not prophesy. But this I 
know: that I have to do my own duty, and that 
other Freethinkers have to do theirs, and that no 
one can be excused from doing his duty because it is 
not exhilarating.

It will be understood that I am not acting 
in any dictatorial spirit. One cannot Btand upon 
mere punctilios in a serious emergency. It was 
impossible to summon a meeting of the N. S. S. 
Executive. Action had to be taken at once. I 
took it as the President of the Society, the chief 
guardian of its interests and its honor, and the only 
person who could act decisively in such a crisis. 
Nor do I think tho N. S. S. wants a dummy President. 
I should havo no ambition for tho post if it did.

G. W. Foote.
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Christianity and Psychology.—Y.

(Concluded from p. 355.)
The perversion of the sexual nature in the interests 
of Christian belief, unconscious though it may have 
been, has led to some curious results in the history 
of Christianity. The complete history of the many 
curious sects among the Christians of the first few 
centuries will probably never be written, but there is 
enough evidence to prove that peculiarities of sexual 
customs, to use a mild phrase, played a large part in 
their formation. As the Rev. S. Baring Gould says, 
“  That there was, in the breast of the new-born 
church, an element of antinomianism, not latent, but 
in virulent activity, is a fact as capable of demon
stration as any conclusion in a science which is not 
exact.” Unfortunately, this did not die out with the 
early Church. It has persisted in Christian circles 
down to our own day, as is seen in the case of the 
notorious Piggott. In his curious work, Spiritual 
Wives, Mr. Hepworth Dixon has given a long account 
of these sexual aberrations in Christian organisations 
from St. Paul onward. And it is interesting to note 
that he connects such movements as that of the 
Pietists in Germany, the Bible Community in 
America, and the Princeites at Spaxton—all associa
tions formed within the last sixty or seventy years— 
directly with the state of mind produced by religious 
revivals.

To-day, Russia presents perhaps the best field for 
the study of a form of religio-eroticism that was 
once much more widespread than is now the case. 
From a description of several Russian sects described 
by Mr. Heard in The Bussian Church and Bussian 
Dissent I select the following account of the 
Khlysti:—

“ They meet secretly at night, the leader chants the 
prayers, commencing in a low monotonous tone, gradu
ally increasing in rapidity and loudness, and with the 
growing excitement of his hearers, ho begins a slow 
jumping movement, modulated on his song, and becoming 
more and more violent as his voice rises higher and the 
chanting quickens; the audience, arranged in couples, 
engaged to each other in advance, imitate his example 
and join the strain ; the bounds and the singing grow 
louder and faster as the frenzy spreads, until at its 
height, the leader shouts that ho hears the voices of 
angels ; the lights are extinguished, the jumping ceases, 
and the scene that follows in the darkness defies descrip
tion. Each one yields to his desires, born of inspiration, 
and therefore righteous, and to bo gratified; all are 
brethren in Christ, all promptings of the inner spirit are 
holy ; incest, even, is no sin. They repudiate marriage, 
and justify their abominations by the Biblical legends 
of Lot’s daughters, Solomon’s harem, and the like.”

The Skopsi and other sects described by Mr. Heard 
exhibit the same erotic extravagances, and serve to 
remind the informed reader of a phase of Christian 
history about which the average believer knows next 
to nothing. Deluded by the myth of the purity of 
primitive Christianity, and treating all such accounts 
he comes across as of an anti-Christian character, 
he quite fails to realise that while the conditions for 
these sexual aberrations were from the first contained 
in Christian doctrines, the habit of explaining all 
obscure and ill-understood impulses as of divine or 
diabolic agency supplied the condition for their active 
manifestation. There is, indeed, something morbid 
in that exaggerated self-consciousness of the presence 
of sexual instincts which has been so prominent a 
feature with so many Christian preachers and writers. 
To be forever dwelling upon sexual vice is not evi
dence of a clean mind, but of the reverse. Sex 
covers a deal of life, but it is not the whole, and of 
the region that it does cover Nature has cunningly 
cloaked it with a number of secondary and tertiary 
feelings that it is perhaps not the wisest policy to 
strip on one side. If Christian preachers have dwelt 
so strongly and so persistently upon sexual vice, this 
has not been due to extra purity on their part, but 
because the sinful nature of the sex impulse is part 
and parcel of the Christian creed. “  Madam,” said 
Dr. Johnson to an abbess, “ you are not hero from
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love of virtue, but from fear of vice.” Not clean11'
ness, but uncleanliness, was the parent of the j 
pure virtue of celibacy. A perfectly healthy ® 
is not filled with doubts and misgivings concerD ’ 
the normal functions of human nature; ana 
there does exist this morbid condition of 'n r̂O°'0;t 
tion, it is the physician, not the priest, who is 
needed. , ¡̂g

In dealing with conversions, I pointed out tha  ̂
was almost entirely a phenomenon of adolesce0^ 1 ̂
which normal and healthy feelings wore treats 
proof of supernatural influence. But, in add* .0 
we have a distinctly pathologic aspect that B̂̂ un,

a #evidence. In his epoch making Primitive
Professor Tylor, with rare perspicacity, boldly' ^  
ated the phenomena of revival meetings
descriptions of what took place among th0 ^  
races. Ho rightly says that the descripti00^^ 
reads of in connection with Christian evangei 
efforts,— ¡„3,

“ carry us far back in the history of the hama“ 0. 
showing modern men, still in ignorant sincerity’ 
ducing the very fits and swoons to which, f°r ^ge 
ages, srvage tribes have given religious import- ^ 9 
manifestations in modern Europe indeed form P® 
revival of religion, the religion of mental disease. .

The fitness of the phrase, “ the religion of 
disease ” is well seen when we take descGPj'  ̂
furnished by competent observers on the subj00 bser- 
various revivals and conversions. A medical ^g 
ver of some of the earliest Methodist revivals , 
describes the general symptoms attending 
“ divine ” seizures :— . ^ t

“ There came on first a feeling of faintness wit1 ^  
and a sense of weight at the pit of the stomaĉ  ^  „f 
after which the patient cried out, as if in the 
labor. The convulsions then began, first $e
themselves in the muscles of tho eyelids, tto“» 
eyes themselves were fixed and staring. a gfl** 
frightful contortions of the countenance foll° j 9| s» 
the convulsions now took their course downwa j,
that the muscles of the trunk and neck were ,rfor ,causing a sobbing respiration, which was Per‘^ „ 
with great effort. Tremors and agitations ensu 
the patients screamed out violently, and *°ssCa9ed’ 
heads from side to side. As the complaint *n.ctejjfe»9̂ ' 
seived the arms, and its victims beat their 
clasped their hands, and made all sorts of 
gestures.”

And this from Southey’s Life of Wesley
“ At Everton some were shrieking, Bovaft:0<t, 1*̂‘.

aloud.......The most general was a loud brea*
that of people half strangled gasping for 
numbers wept without noise ; others fell dowo^ ^ $ 
I stood upon a pew-seat, as did a young 111 c0ni>Wj 
opposite pew—an able-bodied, fresh, healthy 
man; but in a moment, when he seemed to :0ĉ . 
nothing else, down ho dropped with a viol00 pi' 
ceivable. I saw a sturdy boy about eight y fC3 j
who roared above his fellows.......His face_W ¡jjC
scarlet; and almost all on whom God la10
turned either very red or almost black.” 

“  On whom God laid his hand!” Is
uiaphysician alive, worth his salt, who w° 010 'r0i#  

diagnose such symptoms ? Allowing for .«L 
of dress and language, what is there to  ̂ !.
such scenes from what occurs amongst sa ^  o 
day ? Mentally, such people are still m 
civilised state ; their religion is, as Tyl° ( 
calls it, “ the religion of mental disease.” r¡jj¡}L 

The same general fact meets us in eonsijj 
cases of conversion collected by Dr. Star0 
the purely physiological side 39 par c0Oo’f fir
males experienced loss of appetite ?r, l 0r 
general nervousness, affections of the sig0

'  “ >>
on the same plane. I give a few of the* i___ _̂¿o “ 1

conversion. And, psychologically, the sy10̂  es,_ At. _ ____  __ 1___ T • n /> J-Ln -
ing or of the muscular sense, preceding ..

.....................................  symp^tf1!
lh0.cf tb °

the ages of the converts in brackets
Hi

something terrible was about to happen \ j  ̂
couldn’t eat; I would lie awake at J-
excited” (19). “ I was very wioked; my “flj,li y, 
black ; I experienced nothing but unaccon0■ to  ̂
ness” (19). “ I had visions of Christ sa? MfiC 
‘ Come to mo, my child’ ” (15). “ Just
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r ].6l.on I was walking along a pathway thinking of 
WntP0Ua ma^ers, when suddenly the word H -E -LL  
fell Ŝ 8bed out five yards ahead of me ” (17). “  I 

 ̂ ,°n a bench and tried to pray. Every time I 
Wo is cab on God something like a man’s hand
tea 8 strangle me by choking...... And the last I
Rrn 6ln8er a  ̂ that time was falling back upon the 
■\y,an  ̂ with the same unseen hand at my throat. 
nr„-e? * came to myself there was a crowd around
Pry ° g G o d ” (18).
¡11 ,8re.i8 really no need to go amongst savages for 
here 0n8 °f the uncivilised human mind. It is
dost m °Ur m^ 8t> to a much larger degree than 
it Pe°ple imagine. Every now and then we see 
othe °pt)̂ ng up in isolated cases of witchcraft and 
■̂ith -Cr? de superstitions, and it is always to be met 

let itln j 8 ^°wer circles of the religious world. And, 
phas , be forgotten, it is upon these lower religious 
o fk 8c> that the higher ones are built, and with no

be6ll Sne88 ” is a heritage from the past", and has 
exPlor?G ora êd on a basis of senseless beliefs and 
Uiac 8 . superstitions. The resulta of fasting, 
mistak b̂e body> b̂o iofioonc0 of drugs, the
toth Ga *Q̂ erPr°tation of epilepsy, insanity, and of 
c°otrili0(tna* and abnormal nervous states, have all 
tnanj u ,d to build up the belief in human com- 
at 0nCQ w t̂h a supernatural world. If a belief died 
have 1 W ,n its bases were destroyed, religion would 
ties. siuce disappeared from civilised communi- 
shoiv tv, f ig a°t the case. It is one thing to 
8i°n a“ rehgion has been built upon fraud, delu-

or better foundation. Our “ religious con-

P*opiean* Wr°nS belief.
in a n Qt of the old r______ _________ __
Mature W Path. We no longer accept that view of

e o --------  It is quite another to get
°nt of the old ruts and induce them to walk

We na °f rnan which gave religion birth, but 
adafitt^,retain an intcrpretation of both that is 
Wh° Car y based upon a fals3 foundation. Those 
of the e.naay> as f  have pointed out, take every one 
thegj f)benomena classed as religious and explain 
deny Purely naturalistic lines. We do not
this ig tv ^ n - we explain i t ; and in the long run 
‘̂rected f0 deadbesh form of assault. Our assault is 

tOan andF b̂e vanfage_ground of a higher view of 
the8i8. r “  thafc of a more comprehensive syn-
',hinker . .¿bf>ion holds no mystery for the Free- 
bow best v ° D̂  presents him with the problem of 
a too-inr, ?  make its real nature plain to the mind of

10ng-befooled public.* C. Cohen.

Second-Hand Morality.
i'jhNcipAT . * ’
hampat^t. A. E. Garvie, D.D., of New College, 
at Edinh ’ if a 8cholar of distinction. He studied 
E?Pby ^  n ^ b’ obtained first-class honors in philo- 
ri Oxford asg°w, and first-class honors in theology
tai:xford an^n ^a*n£?fi other high distinctions both at 
l’u direof ™asg°w. Of his great learning in cer- 

j^?at lear10118 .̂bere can be no doubt whatever. But 
b*ukin,, ning is no guarantee of deep and sound 

does serve as a barrier against 
CS’ br8t 0f n<redness and prejudice. Principal Garvie 
> g e licaa11« a fbe°logian of the orthodox typo, an 
„^didafg Preacher, and by profession a trainer of 
f^bfial rupof0r b̂e Gospel ministry. Speaking at the 
h e igh t a lD? b̂e Christian Evidence Society a 
of3 inu,bilihv°t 110 Purni8hed a practical illustration of 
W ^-C h..; 5? do anJtbing like justice to the olaims 
w l0f he v,fu n PeoPl0- Of the literature of un- 
h 3 Certain] Z10 good word to utter. Much of it 
esy*8 in tni  ̂,bonea,fh contempt, only it should be 
R a t io n  nf ^  wa3 n°f contemptible in the
to

- n , . * W UIO UUU WUUUDXXî UJUUVO 1U UUCl
, eu. Qf tue uncultured men for whom it wa3 

MfCa8 ucltm-o0̂0^180’ ^ r- Garvie himself speaks only 
ip 8fS d6r_. u in a hiahlv cultured stvle. and all hem , . -  ueserv« —  highly cultured style, and all he 
dev °PioicnGS- careful consideration. Christianity, 
ejs 8 Pptnent ’ l8 * a P°wer which makes for the full 
iw  i1?» or no ibe whole personality.” Nothing 
the o*ty, at ¡ f D be> 8u°b a power. Non-Christian 

b '‘hiest of T-fy besf> *8 a wretchedly poor thing, 
filthy rags. “  Such moralities could

not have such lofty ideals as the morality that drew 
directly from the faith itself. There were finer 
graces of life that could only spring up when man 
was in a close relationship with God as well as with 
man.” Indeed, “ many non-Christian moralists were 
living a Christian life at second-hand.” According 
to the Daily News report, he gave expression to a 
somewhat different sentiment—namely, that “ men 
who lived a moral life without professing Christianity 
lived it ‘ second-hand,’ helped by their Christian 
environment.” But whatever the exact words em
ployed may have been, it is incontrovertible that, in 
Dr. Garvie’s opinion, morality is an exclusively Chris
tian product, and never rises to its highest save in 
the Christian religion.

Now, inasmuch as this doctrine is taught by the 
overwhelming majority of Christian divines, and 
inasmuch as this fresh expression of it by so emi
nent a gentleman as Principal Garvie is calculated 
to exert a powerful influence over many minds, it 
behoves us to examine it with critical care. In the 
first place, it is an absolutely undeniable fact that 
morality antedates the oldest religion. It is as old 
as sooial life itself. Darwin hesitated to regard 
gregarious animals as moral beings, because by a 
moral being he understood “  one who is capable of 
comparing his past and future actions or motives, 
and of approving or disapproving of them ”  ; but the 
great thinker’s hesitation was due to the fact that he 
had adopted a false definition of a moral being. In 
reality, a moral being is one who is capable of per
forming moral actions ; and this is more or less true 
of all social animals. The difference between their 
morality and man’s is simply one of degrees. In the 
second place, human morality was originally un
connected with supernaturalism. The most ancient 
religions were not ethical. As Mill says, “ Among 
the Greeks generally social morality was extremely 
independent of religion.” In Confucianism, man’s 
duty towards God is treated as in every way sub
ordinate to his duty towards his fellow-man. In 
Buddhism, the whole emphasis is on morality; 
nothing else matters in the least. Sir Monier Monier- 
Williams and Professor Rhys Davids declare that 
early Buddhism was wholly Atheistio; and yet it 
inculcated the noblest type of morality. In the 
third place, it is historically verifiable that the most 
brilliant ages of faith were by no means the most 
exalted ethically. During the Middle Ages “ doubt 
as to the reality of things divine was an infrequent 
intruder, and when it came it was repelled as a 
messenger of Satan but this unclouded faith co
existed with the most flagrant wickedness. Even 
Dean Milman admits that Christianity aoted bene
ficially on a few superior mind3 “  rather than on the 
mass of worshipers.” Everybody is familiar with 
the hideous corruptions and immoralities of the 
notorious tenth century; but investigation reveals 
the mournful fact that the thirteenth was not one 
whit better. Theologically and religiously this cen
tury was indeed a golden age, but morally it was an 
age darkened by deeds of violence, fraud, and im
purity on a scale almost inconceivable to us. The 
clergy were far more depraved than the laity. In 
the opinion of the people, Christianity was a soul
saving, not a moralising, religion.

Nothing can be more firmly established than the 
fact that a profession of Christianity does not make 
people moral; and nobody knows this better than 
Dr. Garvie. On what ground of fact or of reason, 
then, does he maintain that the morality of non- 
Christians is second-hand ? John Stuart Mill was 
the son of a vigorous unbeliever. His Freethinking 
father was his only teacher, and readers of his Auto
biography are aware on what strictly secular lines his 
education, from first to last, was conducted. And 
yet this Freethinker’s son, who was himself a Free
thinker throughout his life, is acknowledged to have 
been ethically superior to the average men and 
women of his day. There was absolutely nothing 
in the Christian environment to account for the 
exceptional elevation and purity of his moral senti
ments and actions. But in case Dr. Garvie
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may still plead that hi3 morality was second
hand, in that he lived in a nominally Christian 
country, let us consider the moral position of the 
Chinese. China is a non-Christian country, and yet 
it is incontestable that the Chinese are, on the whole, 
ihe most highly moralised people under the sun. 
Their sense of justice is of a very fine quality and 
their honesty is transparent. Their word is their bond. 
In commerce they are eminently trustworthy. Their 
family life is almost ideal. It is the unequivocal 
testimony of one who has lived among them, on 
terms of closest intimacy, for many years, that there 
is among them a vast deal of quiet, happy, domestic 
life. Now, even Dr. Garvie must admit that Chinese 
morality owes nothing to Christianity, but is a purely 
home-growth. Id is beyond all doubt that the Con- 
fucian moral code is second to none in the world, and 
that the Chinese approach their ideal more nearly 
than almost any other nation.

Second-hand morality ! Nobody wiil deny that in 
the history of Rome the century preceding the ' 
accession of Vespasian (70 AD.) was morally as dark 
and corrupt a period as the Roman people had ever 
experienced. It was an age of vulgar ostentation, 
enervating luxury, and desolating profligacy. At the 
same time it was by no means so deep-sunk in un
mentionable vices as Christian writers generally 
allege. But Vespasian inaugurated numerous leforms 
and ushered in “ a period of upright and benevolent 
administration and of high public virtue,” as well as 
" o f  almost unexampled peace and prosperity.” This 
period lasted a hundred years ; and all students are 
fully convinced that Christianity had positively 
nothing to do with it. It was the product of a 
revived Stoicism, and it came to an end with the last 
Stoic emperor. Then commenced that slow but 
sure disintegration of the Roman Empire which 
never stopped until the final catastrophe occurred. 
It is a significant fact that from 180 A.D. the Empire 
decayed almost in proportion as Christianity grew 
in popular favor. The decay was political, moral, 
social, and intellectual. In the latter half of the 
fourth century Christianity became the State religion. 
Now Lecky tells ns that “ the two centuries after 
Constantine are uniformly represented by the fathers 
as a period of general and scandalous vice,” and that 
the established religion “ proved itself altogether 
unable to regenerate Europe.” A magnificent moral 
reformation had been effected under Paganism, which 
lasted from 70 A.D. to 180. When this golden period 
closed Christianity was rapidly acquiring influence 
and power, but it was utterly incapable of checking 
the downward trend. When Christianity became the 
official religion its one object was, not to moralise 
the people, but to exterminate Paganism. Morality it 
shrewdly relegated into a distant background. What 
it loved and worked for was power, and this it ob
tained not by moralising society but by undertaking 
to insure individual souls for the world to come. 
Dip into Church history at whatever point you please 
and you are confronted by frightful examples of the 
sad ascendency of the forces of evil. Milman, 
though a firm advocate of the Divine origin and 
power of Christianity, accounts for its undoubted 
moral failure by the shockingly inconsistent state
ment that “  evil was too profoundly seated in the 
habits of the Roman world to submit to the control 
of religion.” In another place he explains it on tho 
ground that Christianity itself had become hopelessly 
corrupt. The only rational explanation is to be found 
in the fact that Christianity is not true. And tho 
curious thing is that this pretentious religion never 
put its supreme emphasis upon morality until the 
belief in its truth began to wane. And yet when
ever its ministers are obliged to admit tho existence 
of beautiful morality beyond its pale they speak con
temptuously of it as a second-hand commodity, pro
duced indirectly under its shadow, and doomed to 
perish without its protecting care.

The truth is that morality was at a frightfully 
low ebb in the ages of faith, that Christian apologists 
nover laid stress on the alleged moralising power of 
Christianity until the confidence in its truth was

seriously shaken, and that the present passion 
morality displayed by Christian ministers is a on ' 
not of Christianity, but of the Humanism ^fl’ , 
Christianity suppressed on its assumption of P° 1 
power, and which now, in its turn, has inaugOra , 
the process of extinguishing Christianity. It*8"  ̂
is called Christian morality that is second-bj1 
Christianity stole most of its morality from
and arrayed it in suparnatural garments. Hoff,

siNature is gradually getting her own back again, 
stripping it of its false supernatural character, w 
the result that Christianity, relieved of it8 8. >s 
property, is dying a natural death. Such are ti 
revenges. j  T lloyD-

The Betrayal of George Meredith.—̂  '

I DE
because everything

lifeAL chiefly with Meredith’s view of a fature 
rse everything turns upon it. Without;stioD'doctrine, theology becomes an academic que° ¡3 

Mun is thinking of himself all tho time that  ̂ ^ 
apparently thinking of God. In the beginDlD|̂ .or. 
worshiped the gods out of fear ; afterwards h0 ^ 
shiped them partly out of thankfulness; huti .ofl8, 
the fear and the thankfulness were egoistic . jo 
James Thomson wittily said that God was the 
complete the Christian’s “ i.” Just in proport1  ̂
men think less of themselves and more of 0 flDd 
just in proportion as they become less egoist* e3 
more humanitarian, the idea of a future lif0 c g6s 
to be of overmastering importance, and finally c , 
to be of any practical interest. To put the t0f- . ^ 
of ethnology in a nutshell, religion began his
and ends with it. When man gives up belief 1 jjjj 
own “ ghost ” he is at the beginning of the f t  only 
abandonment of belief in all other “  ghosts 
a matter of time. iec^

Now it is perfectly clear that Meredith r0!.^  9 
the doctrine of a future life. He dismissed it of 
certain contempt, as belonging to inferior 
human culture. This fact is noticed by \̂r'Qeotf 
Trevelyan in The Poetry and Philosophy °J pbef 
Meredith. In the third chapter on “ The 0 * 
and Moralist,” he notes that while Meredith 
of Faith as necessary to life,- t0

his Faith is not belief in this or that fact as 
mechanism of the Universe, this or that vioW 
questions of God or Immortality in the narroV'’' 
His Faith is an attitude of trust aud joy iu

we r ge»
DO«1

-

elements of the world which, whatevor op ef '̂ 
pessimist may say, clearly contains both
This Faith of his is tinged with humorous 
against that prying temper which he calls,—

‘ Unfaith clamoring to be coined 
To faith by proof.’

uu r <These words are directed, first against those tl>®1
to us that unless certain ‘ revealed’ facts ar0j^e; !’,J) 
human race is without hope or motive f°r yet tbc. 
secondly, against those agnostics who wad ^  tl> j  
own doubts and negations, and shiver bee
have not knowledge of the unknowablo. •*■*1 

probably beyond our comprehension, do
the mechanism, certainly beyond our knowl
t _____  ̂ _______  t . . do Dotfogse8’ c
Mr. Meredith. His Faith, as he himself c00 
not due to proof. It is rather due to te 9b0 
But that temperament is tho right one h,c vp,’ 
whose heads is drawn the curtain of the un c 9flv

This is a long statement—I do not say_linD̂ g 
long—of the simple fact that Meredith ^
Theist but a Humanist.

Mr. Trevelyan, in the same chapter,  ̂
out that Meredith was an evolutionist, bel10j 8 
man, both in body and in spirit, is a natu1' 1 
Mother Earth, touches upon his attitude t° 
life after death :— e{efc5

“ He objects on moral grounds to the CI/ huabê ,V  
of individual life and love as a claim esta .¡0 0 jji 
the Universe, which it must pay us ur; lltity j 
displcasuro with the Bum of things. ^eCc]je8 P11 jjt> , 
continuance of good is a hope that ‘ ton ¡̂<1 lI, \er 
and on that score, fortunately, Faith cau 9 
good cheer, sinco reason and observation
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D°t against us. But the craving for the perpetuation of 
Eel‘ and its treasures in their separate form, fails 
“ orally, because it does not recognise that we are parts 

. a whole. Our individual separateness is but a meansof progress, not an end in itself,
ditld an  ̂ more I intend to show from Mere- 
rath S. But before I begin that task, or
pr„ ?r resome it at the point where I left off in my 
eXp,.l0.U9 ar '̂c êi I had better refer to the very 
last/Cltj paiement made by Dr. Robertson Nicoll in 
^rtcTnfk 8 British Weekly—and it must be remem- 
Chri t- ^ is  *8 a Christian journal and its editor a 

8 Ian minister. Dr. Nicoll says that in one ofhi,

I have never felt it. * ^
unity of personality running through my life. 
eta -—this with a smile—41 have been six

strik'^erV'eW8 Meredith the poet read aloud a
What*0/ ’ Pa88ai?e from Tennyson’s In Mcmoriam, and 
"■ords !°^owed shall be told in the journalist’s own

• ^be last quotation led him to talk about personal 
^ Mortality. * You believe in it ? ’ he said. ‘ But, for 

7. Part, I cannot conceive it. Which personality is it 
uch endures ? I was one man in youth and another 
an 1Q middle age.’ He then moved his stick in the 

^  and said, 1 1 have been this and this and this, 
kirn ° f *** *hat is immortal ? ’ I ventured to remind 
of tl ^°bn Stuart Mill said about the persistence
feci > e^°‘ sa'(fi with some vehemence, 1 1 do not 

I t»™  („Ik u j  have never felt the
I have

¡̂ p '----  "»uu hi duuic—  x uaTo uuuu oi„ different
tier B*X. *east- No,’ ho said, ‘ I caunot conceive 
Writin*  ̂,,immortallty.’ This is the teaching of his

I) ®8"
a<̂ s that he believes Meredith had 

valae f 8. somethiag better, but what is the 
poeps ° P*ous journalist’s belief in face of the 
perg0n Pe êmptory disavowal ? “ I cannot conceive 
he burelv r m0ri alifcy ” were Meredith’s words, and 
over bis own mind on the subject. Moro-
teachinS ^l8 cPnfe88ion to Dr. Nicoll is also “ the 
dosed  ̂ ^ 's writings,” the question is really

be foUoP3i his <lu°tation from one Christian should 
Ckrj^j, Ve<̂  onee by a quotation from another 

guard- ^ r- J°hn Clifford, the famous champion 
t’ke deinlan ^be Nonconformist Conscience, made 
Sunday Meredith the theme of his Whit-
^id on Bê rn°n. What this reverend gentleman 
®Qt a 8uhject is of no intrinsic importance.
bel°ngs 010 has endowed the species of men he 
akd Wq ° Wl̂  a been and accurate nose for heresy, 
Pa.88aRe y accept without demur the following 
?k‘ch W ^uote from the British Weekly report) in 
'^ c te  .^ P reacher spoke of Meredith’s unfortunate

Eterj) ^ 0 ^hat he does not help me to think of the 
Wholesn °* **10 Lifinite, in the sweet and tender and 
^krist i U° ac<K aH 8cems to me, sauc way that Jesus 
Eternal °t]8’ does not help me to think of God, the 
earth a Vjt bo so often speaks of as Nature, law, and 
this, ' 2£S k'atlier. And the other thing I miss is 
Na*aren«o 0eT8 ? 0t make so much use of the man-loving 
aQd Bpea)/1,8  ̂.sbould liko him to do. Ho refers to Him 
kut ko (] iS thought and preaches upon His work, 
afid Et °eS nn* make the Christ, tho Eternal Redeemer 
aQi  lite ' “ al King of men, so dominant in bis thought 

p ^hat ’ B  ̂would have been glad if he had.’ ”
ka,i*8̂ ah ? 4 n8 ^Ut 8ay‘D8 that Meredith was not a 
th bin, gf, ^ r- Clifford would so much like to have 
^ e dQor buf1^ 13610 in tlie tabernacle, if only near 

o8 t'gh’t i . has to bewail the fact that Meredith
D iS®  oj lde>e /’ c Uff0„u1?ly ica<3ors may be saying “ Confound 
b > g  to0ri !  What does he matter ? ’ ’-a n d  beA , O vjuoo ii O UilVWVVJl * »/v

8lt>.” vtt P ‘ ‘ Leave off your damnable faces and 
„ *tst „t 6. > I Will.

ake
!Ceŝ ; ; ;  °rr„ ^ irLh in Aafc umn ” which appeared

to ¿ ;8t of aij T 
'b th Spirit’ f a^e a f’110 passage from the “ Ode 
O * o dern r l 5 art.h in Aut umn ” which appeared 

now - 01"6 vo'ume °t 1862, and is not easily
t> “ O, 
Sao°kante rr

Ih 4 B

green bounteous earth .
—„uuie mother ! stern to those 

Vho live not in thy heart of mirth .
7 «ath shall I shrink from, loving thee l 
Into the breast that gives the roso)t 

Shall I with shuddering fall
fading of Earth, published in 1883, there is

a poem called “ The Thrush in February,” which is 
full of Meredith’s essential philosophy. The follow
ing passage states his view of the life and destiny of 
individual man :—

“  Full lasting is the song, though he,
The singer passes : lasting too.
For souls not lent in usury.
The rapture of the forward view.
With that I bear my senses fraught 
Till what I am fast shoreward drives.
They are the vessel of the Thought.
The vessel splits, the Thought survives.
Naught else are we when sailing brave,
Save husks to raise and bid it burn.
Glimpse of its livingness will wave 
A light the senses can discern
Across the river of the death 
Their close.”

As for the “ morality” of the doctrine of a future 
life, the following couplet from the same poem shows 
what Meredith thought of it :—

11 The loose restraint of wanton life,
That threatened penance in the ghost !”

So much for the threat of hell as a safeguard of 
ethics. Nor is that all. In reply to those “ of 
shrinking nerves ” who look upon Nature, in the 
light of their personal hopes and fears, as a 
terrible Mother, devouring her offspring, the poet 
says :—

“  A slayer, yea, as when she pressed 
Her savage to the slaughter-heaps,
To sacrifice she prompts her best:
Bhe reaps them as the sower reaps.
But read her thought to speed the race,
And stars rush forth of blackest night:
You chill not at a cold embrace 
To come, nor dread a dubious might.’

It is in the life of the race that we must find our 
consolation. Nay, if we throw ourselves into tho 
life of the race we need no consolation.

The finest and completest statement of Meredith’s 
convictions is to be found in “ A Faith on Trial,” in 
the same volume. The trial came through Meredith’s 
loss of his wife. The poet goe3 forth from home on 
a May morning, while his wife was under sentence 
of death : —

“  I mounted our hill, bearing heart 
That had little of life save its weight:
Tho crowned Shadow poising dare 
Hung over her : she, my own.
My good companion, mate,
Pulse of me: she who had shown 
Fortitude quiet as earth's 
At the shedding of leaves.”

What follows is an intimate expression of personal 
feeling. Love is face to face with the Destroyer. 
Wo are in the holy of holies. And the voice 
of grief is not only that of a suffering man, 
but that of a great poet. The sincerity and 
beauty of it are wonderful. Often as I have read 
this noble poem, I cannot read it even now. after 
the lapse of twenty years, without being deeply 
moved.

The poet, as ho continued his walk—an exercise 
in which Meredith delighted—

“  champed the sensations that make
Of a ruffled philosophy rags.”

Earth had become “  a Mother of aches and 
jests.” Presently he is met by the “ small fry ” 
with their maypole, who take his gift and go off 
“ chatter, hop, skip ” to the “ next easy ehedders 
of penoe.”

“  Why not ? for they had me in tune 
With the hungers of my kind.
Do readings of earth draw thence,
Then a concord deeper then cries 
Of the Whither whose echo is Whence,
To jar unanswered, shall rise 
As a fountain-jet in tho mind 
Bowing dark o’er the falling and strewn.”

It was the thought of his kind that brought “ the 
peace within”—a peaco that remained until “ the 
dividing knife” struck its last blow, and the dear 
hand that “ never had failed in its pressure ” to his 
“ hung Black.”
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The lesson suggested by the children came through 
no supernatural or mysterious channel:—

“  But this in myself did I know,
Not needing a studious brow,
Or trust in a governing star.”

The rest of “ A Faith on Trial” works out the 
philosophy of bereavement. You call in your passion 
of grief upon Nature :—

“  Weep, bleed, rave, writhe, be distraught,
She is moveless. Not of her breast 
Are the symbols we conjure when Near 
Takes leaven of Hope. I caught,
With Death in me shrinking from Death,
As cold from cold, for a sign 
Of the life beyond ashes : I cast,
Believing the vision divine,
Wings of that dream of my Youth 
To the spirit beloved : ’ twas unglassed 
On her breast, in her depths austere :
A flash through the mist, mere breath,
Breath on a buckler of steel.”

Nature gives no endorsement to the dreams of re
ligion. Man may revolt at her laws, but she will 
not alter,them. His sentimental vanity may induce 
him to believe that he is acting loftily in yearning 
for reunion with the loved and lost, but the poet 
remorselessly notes that—

“ If we strain to the farther shore,
We are catching at comfort near.”

The attitude of Nature to man and his claims upon 
her may be severe, but it is the severity of unalter
able law :—

“  Not she gives the tear for the tear :
Harsh wisdom gives Earth, no more ;
In one the spur and the curb :
An answer to thoughts or deeds ;
To the Legends an alien look ;
To the Questions a figure of clay.”

In an eternally mutable universe man clamors for 
what ho loves or desires to be unchanging:—

“  Cry we for permanence fast,
Permanence hangs by the grave ;
Sits on the grave green-grassed,
On the roll of the heaved grave-mound.
By Death, as by Life, aro we fed :
The two are one spring ; our bond 
With the numbers; with whom to unite 
Here feathers wings for beyond :
Only they can waft us in flight 
For they are Reality’s flower.”

Again, it will be seen, the poet returns to his old 
text. Man finds all his strength, and comfort, and 
consolation in Humanity. His true ideal is “ Just 
reason based on valiant blood.” Reason is Earth’s 
dearest daughter, with the clear sight and the 
warrior heart:—

“  Reason, man’s germinant fruit.
Bhe wrestles with the old worm 
Self in the narrow and wide :
Relentless quencher of lies.
With laughter she pierces the bruto ;
And hear we her laughter peal,
’Tis light in us dancing to scour 
The loathed recess of his dens ;
Scatter his monstrous bed,
And hound him to harrow and plough.

Not least is the service she does,
That service to her may cleanse 
The well of the Sorrows in us ;
For a common delight will drain 
The rank individual fens 
Of a wound refusing to heal 
While the old worm slavors its root.”

Opposed to Reason are the Legends of the ignorant 
and superstitious past:—

“  The Legends that sweep her aside,
Crying loud for an opiate boon,
To comfort the human want,
From the bosom of magical Hkies,
She smile? on, marking their source :
They read her with infant oyes.”

The “  opiate boon from the bosom of magical 
skies ” (the sweet promises of revelation and priest
craft) is a foolish thing to Reason. It is the result 
of reading Nature with “ infant oyos.” And one may 
observe that what was childlike in an earlier 6tago of 
man’s growth is childish in a higher stage of his 
development.

Meredith’s reason conquered the revolt of his 
egoism in that tempest of grief. It enabled him

to stand firmly by his well-grounded conviotion tb*" 
love for the dead can only express itself faithfully10 
service to the living. And the climax is seen in tbe 
following superb passage:—

“  I bowed as a leaf in rain ;
As a tree when the leaf is shed 
To winds in the season at wane :
And when from my soul I said,
May the worm be trampled : smite,
Sacred Reality ! power 
Filled me to front it aright.
I had come of my faith’s ordeal.”

The poet’s philosophy had stood the tost. 
in the fires of grief, it had been cooled again in t“6 
fountain of wisdom, and was henceforth as stronga3
steel. G. W. FOOTE'

Acid Drops.

Between three and four hundred members of tho L.*. 
national Congress of Applied Chemistry attended “ dlVI i 
service” at St. Paul’s Cathedral on Sunday, May 30, a 
heard a sermon by the Rev. J. II. F. Peile. The PreaC-ai 
seems to have quite forgotten tho character of these sp£C1̂  
members of his congregation. He ought to have explalB. ¡j 
to them the chemistry of Jesus Christ’s wine-and-water«r^ 
at that marriage feast in Cana of Galilee ; how he Pr0, 
out of a simple liquid like pure water such a complex M 
as drinkable wine. A sermon on this subject would 
should) have been very interesting to those Applied Cbctf1̂  
But the reverend gentleman sailed off on another tack, 
indulged in a lot of general remarks on tho harmony bo)'f „ 
Christianity and science, and wound up with tho e<9ll' ar5 
statement that “ Christians had practically ceased to reo 0f 
those who made impartial study of the facts of We ® ^  
doctrine as enemies of their faith.” This reminds us oI ^  
man who went about boasting that he had loft off be 
his father. Why did he begin it ? And why did Cbrl6̂ et 
ill-use those who studied nature ? The only possible a» ^ 
is that their religion prompted them to do so. And w J ̂  
they leave off their foolish intolerance ? Not because 
religion has changed, but becauso tho times have ebaug 
and they are obliged to change with them.

Over two hundred of tho Applied Chemists attended 
Mass at Westminster Cathedral—where they witnessed ^  
can only be done by priests in a church and never by““  --- > jjolk
of science in a laboratory. They saw a bit of bake 
and water transformed into the very body of Chris • ;
suppose wo ought to congratulate them on their nil a“ 1 
attitude.

- ,l0tfiDg
Tho Evening News of Juno 2 contained tho W

r e p o r t vreefr'0̂  “  After delivering a speech in Victoria Park, a i 1 ro90;
named Sullivan Abrahams, aged sixty-six, of ®0I> j()Ctof s 
Bethnal Green, fell dead from heart failure, said a 
the inquest.” c9lle<>

Such is news—in the Evening News. Tho man " aa ^  « 
Solomon Abrahams, ho did not fall dead, and ho ’*'.aoppo3£a 
Freethinker. Ho was an orthodox Jew, and ho had jie 
tho Freethought lecturer, Mr. W. J. ltamsey. ’ , ¿¡o'*0 
Ramsey was replying, his opponont became ill anlLpato, 41)11 
on the platform, where ho presently died, Mr. 0,
N. S. S. Branch secretary, holding his baud all tho 1

------  . to 6
The Bethnal Green Coroner has had occasion ^  p 

something about voracity. “ Wo aro all broug ^ 
Christians,” he said, “ not to tell untruths, but I ®;u ¿eof'.,

H3
VlilliWIUtUO, UU DU.1U) UUU uu UUUtMIlUOl ~ • l'ill Ue
that a groat many of us do. Christianity is only s k ^
But is not tho Coroner mistaken on the matter 
Are Christians brought up to toll tho truth ‘l  ̂^  
one of tho chief virtues—if not the chiefV* _____ 1..1 /1L . J - l? ___  1 !3 *1 Wtnrtll

i >{Pagans ; but Christians liavo nover paid it accb0 j
and when a lie was told for tho glory of God tboy upte‘ 
it a virtue. Is it astonishing, then, that they aC -1 
no less a virtue when it tondod to their own

___
Tho Earl of Denbigh has provided a miniatur0^j[age ^  

on his Newnham Paddocks estate, to koep the uuJc(riii) 
from loafing about the roads and playing car„“ otos* U ’
liedgOB on Sunday. This has 
tho Rov. W. E. Jackson, vicar 
sliire), who says that “ nations

called forth a V nyar""
of Moukskirby \0̂ t
winch cau uo 1

r i l t t r L t r ^  °U th° Sabbath day w A  “i  ̂  
doclinei fnPi hi°W!r er’ refases to close tho ri 
penance and boredom. 1% ^  turn Sunday



EH3S5 FBBBEHINEEB 875Jone 13, 1009

atl. Cardiff steamer, the Dyffryn Manor, was wrecked on 
ApfSrd ° f Minikoi, four hundred miles from Colombo, on 
Tier •' was ' oaded with rice, and the natives, who 
aPPe ‘n? cbed with famine, soon shifted the cargo. They 
for%,r t0 be as Pious aa any missionary could wish them, 
Ptesti 7 be‘d a day °f thanksgiving for the wreck. We 
btatime caP‘ a‘n and crow held aloof from the cele-

, “ Ghosts ’ have been having a beanfeast in the hold oft j j a  i ■  “ > * * o  u o c u  u u t i u g  on u o a u i o a o u  i u  u u u  u o i u  wj.

t0 v ca®ship Moncenisio, while halting at Palermo en route 
island wiG1 a cargo of pumice stone from the Lapari
that th ,̂ lcae stowaways kicked up such a diabolical row
(¡looted - crew refused to go any further until they were 
the inf„, ?'‘10 Palermo police made a thorough search for:  i *  j j o i t o o  .luuivav? ai u u o i o u ^ u  o o a i o u  lu i.

hein„ ruders> who were wise enough to lie low and escape 
tho ’ bu‘  aa soon as gentlemen in uniform left
‘he ghosts made. more noise than ever, and kicked
course ™1Ce B.‘ one about like mad. It was a mistake, of
been1' £o ca“  in the polico at all. A priest should have 
the hi,, tQtacm®<h He would have “ laid ” all tho ghosts in 

fegest ship in the world for a “ fiver.”

One section of Texas has been swept by a cyclone.
Neatly i U 18 c°mpletely wiped out, and several others 
are bom i',Ured‘ „  Many people have perished, and hundreds

Good old “ Providence ” 1

St,A iticaiy^  Leader reviewer refers to

¡ C r “ * « *

“ Tom Paine 
than profound.”rather crudo and loud 

street contemporary is a fairly 
of i f " ’ but it is still a hundred years behind Paine’s Eights 

an• So much for the “  profound.”  As for the “  loud-

as 
Our 

advanced ’

SuPpo¡
Hot<

ŝ ° P e  our Stonecutter-street contemporary doesn’t

L°rd p0.V̂e

articles are couched in such fine English as Paine

. „ a obery does not improve with age. He used to 
^ ‘ spon l doa‘ ° ‘  human nature, and it differentiated hif5 
?eeius toCh10Bfr°m those of most other statesmen. But he 
l£la,Jgurati ° ‘ uru‘n8 sour. Ho has just written against the 
Clyde by *1° a ^un^ay train and steamer service for the 
‘ho Secret ° Galedonian Railway Company—and writteu to 
?m*o y,itliRry °f the Sabbath Protection Society 1 “ I quite
I0 gUndav Be says, “ in regretting tho new departure
;jUy appL *a‘ns’ and I doubt if the railway directors have 
hat sabir ?la‘ ed ‘ he strength of the feeling in Scotland on 

^ay Cotp? ’ Anyone would think from this that tho Rail- 
^abbatijM^y proposed to male people travel on tho

Sis
otdW b e;'

. . whereas it only proposes to provide for those
to travel. All tho rest are at liberty to> stay . 

Not is that all. It would be interesting to learn ho 
y spends his own “  Sabbaths.

‘he CaP.,TV o‘crgymon are naturally much concerned over 
‘ taiQs tr *?Diai1 Nahway Company’s intention to run extra 
hio ci ttl6 c°ast on Sundays. The Rev. D. M. Ross sa* 
Hicb -gy ato face to face with a very sorjous situatioi 
point of8’ 've suPpose, quite correct from this gentloman s 
“>6 efrLyicw- A.S Mr. Ross says, ho has “  to reckon with

°£ ‘ ho

ih i
— proposal on the 'life of the country But its effect on the reUfftows a ^  ^  boiug

D mg, its effect on the mental au“  1, h Mt. Ross
<iaite Couatry is quite another question, . ^ of

Rurally treats the two as r occupation and
i *̂eat;lnUS opportunities for legitim - ant£ the result 
has brp»Vv° have had for many 8e.“ e5a,vlvior. The day of

'Runkenness and general ill- c the Church or Publu ih opportunities for other things thantnv.. “ One-. • for other things than the Church or 
i ,''ajiare'll  ̂ no‘  eaaily be more disastrous to tho 
‘ ba‘  »+1 ■ lan the other method has been. Mr. Rossbcrei ____- - —r  desire for an-ten i "Uls new departure is inspire . natural desire, 
-?ea dividend.” Well, this is a P fL  oUgaUds of people 

http 8atisfaction involves bringing 0£ the Clyd ;
Glasgow to tho beautifu 8 - directors mig 

f  ody wiilS» benefited. And ‘ be ^ c i r  trains, Mr. 
that, if their desire is ‘ ° nuID A - '**■i g  + « ---- '■ '**• « Ü O U C  IO  t u  AiX» « u t i l i  w i « » u o ,  a.***,.

, aleLas. ‘audaEu ° his church ; and ono desire is cer-j^io^'au b  b as ti,« -iu ._  m, _____  x,.., x,._u iroefaS 0‘ hor. Tho difference is that tho 
interest n'1* bavon’t yet developed the art of pro- 

C‘ll<;a,,n„he Uatim, ei; tho disguiso of concern for the wcl- 
° es eoulq x , In this direction Mr. Ross and his 

 ̂ (i C l them a lesson.

Ì S  îba‘  ‘ bo «,r» j HP°ndent "  of tho Daily Chronicle con- 
 ̂ nr* j, M eetinaa m nat lm mp.nrlp.il nr Alidad.”“ °n *y ^®oting8 must bo mended or euded.’ 

^  yeaJ!.'bel°r»iz +uaUe*” ? he Principal speakors andh 11 » uoionL, * *rno principal speakors ana
°ü8lit >* 8 spe,v>i ° Hecond aud third-rate order,” and 

‘ “ The 108 “  bn vo n___ *....... «
attond;

have been singularly barren of 
ances wore thin. Women and middle

and old-aged men predominated; men—working, profes
sional, bright, active men—were conspicuous by their 
absence.” There was “ no enthusiasm,” and “ many of the 
societies are in a state of decrepitude.” This is sad news 
for Christians—but full of comfort for Freethinkers.

Rev. James G. Street, of Shrewsbury, addressing the 
National Unitarian Temperance Association, stated that Dr. 
Knox, the Bishop of Manchester, at the consecration of a 
new church, discovered that unfermented wine had been used 
in the Communion, and stopped the service until fermented 
wine was procured from a neighboring hotel. The temper
ance audience cried “ shame 1” But do they suppose that 
Jesus Christ used unfermented wine at the Last Supper, 
which is regarded as the inauguration of the “ holy com
munion ” ? If they do, they are very much mistaken. And 
how about the conversion of water into wine at that marriage 
feast in Galilee ? That it was good strong stuff is obvious 
from the text of the narrative. Dr. Knox may be a bad 
man, from a teetotal point of view, but from this particular 
point of view he is a good Christian.

The Rev. E. J. Hardy says that European merchants in 
China, instead of abusing missionaries, ought to help them 
in every way, for the reason that they are so many unpaid 
commercial travellers who open up a market for English 
goods. This is not quite so original a piece of information 
as Mr. Hardy imagines. First the missionary, then the 
merchant, then the machine gun, has for long been a short 
method of summing up the process. But the admission that 
merchants on the spot do not think much of missionaries is 
worth noting. The truth is merchants discover that mis
sionaries are so potent a cause of friction and ill-will, that 
the good done to them by the opening up of a country is 
more than compensated by the bad feeling generated. This 
is particularly true of China. The Chinese had no objection 
either to trading with foreigners, or to receiving visits from 
them, until missionary activity created ill-feeling towards 
foreigners in general. Commercial men may be trusted to 
know on which side their bread is buttered. If merchants 
in China think so poorly of missionaries, it must be because 
of what has been said above of their influence.

Tho Bishop of Rochester says the changed attitude of men 
of science towards Christianity is one of the most hopeful of 
present-day signs. It is idle work bandying names, and we 
may point out, for the benefit of the Bishop, that the main 
point is not so much the attitude of men of science, but tho 
meaning of scientific teaching. Doe3 this lend any counten
ance to Christian doctrines ? What science is it that sup
ports the bolief in the fall of man, in the incarnation, in 
resurrection, in miracles, or in a special providence ? Is 
there any science that even supports the belief in a God or 
in a future life ? If scientific men no longer discuss these 
things with the energy that some scientists discussed them 
a generation ago, it is because the advance of thought has 
made it next to impossible to discuss them with gravity, and 
also because scientists no longer care very much whether 
their discoveries agreo with religion or not. Moreover, tho 
attitude of certain scientists towards Christian Churches is 
more of a social phenomenon than an intellectual one. 
Intellectually, tho churches are next to defunct, but they 
still enjoy a social prestige, and exert a social influence. 
And some scientific men, liko many who are not scientists, 
are not quite strong enough to fight against this. Finally, 
ouo would like to learn from the Bishop of Rochester how 
many scientists who aro coquetting with the churches are 
Christians in any honest sense of the word. How many of 
them would sign a set of Christian doctrines without reser
vations and qualifications ? The truth is that when they 
talk about Christianity they usually mean religion, and 
what they mean by religion is a non-miraculous, non- 
supornatural theory that is not really religious at all. A 
few years ago, gentlemon like tho Bishop of Rochester would 
have denounced such supporters as Atheists in disguise. 
But times have changed, and Christian Churches are now 
glad of support from anyone and from any quarter.

At dinner-hour services in the Sacred Trinity Church, 
Salford, a leading part of tho program was “  Prayers for a 
Rovival of Trade ”—iu Lancashire. Other counties might 
look aftor thomselvos. Tho parson of that church has a 
keen eye for business. Wo suggest that, if he works tho 
oracle successfully at Salford, ho should carry it round tho 
country. Peoplo would pay him handsomely for securing a 
real revival of trade. ____

What “ face ” these Christians have ! The Christian 
Commonwealth calls itself “  the Organ of the Progressive 
Movement.” There is only one progressive movement in
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the world ; and R. J, Campbell is its oracle, and Albert 
Dawson is its scribe.

“  The Organ of the Progressive Movement ” should pay a 
little more attention to its grammar. It announces that 
Mr. Philip Snowden, M.P., contributes “ an exclusive article 
every week ” to its columns. What is an “ exclusive ” 
article? What is meant, we presume, is that Mr. Snowden 
contributes an article every week exclusively to the C. C.

Here is a bit of np-to-date New Theology—taken from an 
article in last week's C. C .:—

“  The conclusion seems inevitable that liberal theology, in 
postulating a unique, ideal Jesus as the founder of Christi
anity, has lost itself in a labyrinth from which it cannot 
escape. The theory of the uniqueness of Jesus is involved 
in a profound ethical difficulty which liberal theology cannot 
solve. So long as it clings to the dogma of an ideal figure, 
which at the same time was a historical reality, as the 
explanation of the rise of Christianity it cannot explain the 
New Testament nor Christian history. Such a notion is out 
of line with all the analogies of history as of human life.”

Evidently the New Theology ought to have sent somebody 
to represent it at the Paine Centenary Celebration. Those 
who owe Paine so much should make him an occasional 
acknowledgment.

Rev. Mr. Rattenbury, oracle of the West London Mission, 
has written a little book (the Christian Commonwealth calls 
it a “ little booklet I”) on The Great Career, based upon the 
“ first eleven verses of the Second Epistle of Peter.” The 
New Theology organ praises its “ direct and interesting 
style,” but adds sarcastically that—“ It would have been no 
whit the worse if the authorship of the Epistle by the 
Apostle Peter had not been so naively taken for granted in 
the teeth of modern criticism.” This is getting your own 
back.

Rev. R. J. Campbell, being asked for “ evidence of the 
continued existence of human individuality after death,” 
does not answer from the Bible or from the alleged teaching 
of Christ. He turns to modern Spiritualism for a reply— 
which shows that his New Theology is already played out, 
at least in relation to this problem. “ I feel bound,” ho 
says, “ to sav explicitly that I believe there is evidence of 
the survival of individual self-consciousness after the change 
called death—evidence of an objective character which 
would come within the categories of scientific proof, if it 
were always available for scientific scrutiny, which it seldom 
is—but I myself have no first hand acquaintance with it.” 
All the “ evidence ” he can point to, then, is hearsay. This 
may be quite good enough for tho City Temple. Serious 
inquirers want something more satisfactory.

The “ First Church of Christian Scientists ” at Boston, 
despite its belief that all affections of the body are puroly 
mental, seems to neglect no material precautions that will 
allay bodily discomfort. The church is admirably ventilated, 
and in warm weather tho air, which is supplied from a 
pumping station, is treated so that it may 1)0 free from dust. 
In addition iced water is supplied from a fountain at the 
door. The most materialistic people could not tako more 
effective precautions, and under the conditions wo are quite 
prepared to believe that this church is really a comfortable 
place to sit in.

Even the most scholarly divines occasionally, though quite 
unintentionally, give their show away. That distinguished 
divine, the Rev. Dr. Beet, told the inhabitants of Nolson, tho 
other day, that the wonder was, not that their churches 
were so empty, but that they were so well filled. People 
attend church, he sa;d, “  not for profit, nor yet for amuse
ment, but to hear about One whom no human eye had seen, 
and to talk about things beyond all human vision,” A truer 
remark was never made, and wo wish to congratulate Dr. 
Beet on giving expression, however inadvertently, to the 
plain truth.

But Dr. Beet did not really mean what he said, for he 
proceeded to assure the Nelsonians that “ among all tho 
religions of tho world one religion stood alone in a position 
of unique superiority,” and that “ all tho foremost nations 
were Christian Dations, while all tho other nations stood on 
a lower level.” Wherein does the superiority of these Chris
tian nations consist ? In what respect is Russia, “ the most 
backward of Christian nations,” higher than tho foremost 
non-Christian nation, Cbiua ? According to Dr. Boot, Russia 
has roads and doctors and machinery and art and literature, 
while China has none. Think of it. Roads, doctors, 
machinery, art, and literature aro Christianity’s best gifts 
to a country. Dr. Beet did pot tell his {learers that China

June 18,

is morally superior to the most advanced Christian —, , 
nor did he mention the fact that the Chinese are a pecuM J 
happy people. Is Dr. Beet quite sure that the people ' 
have roads, doctors, machinery, art and literature o*» 
that account the best ? But we deny that even these tbw 
are the gifts of the Christian religion.

It is generally acknowledged that Japan is one of the fo 
most nations of the world, though it is by no means Clm9 
Dr. Beet's explanation of this fact is ridiculous in the cx“ e .e 
In cold blood he informed his audience that Japan 
from the sleep of centuries and leaped to the front ra“K' 9, 
consequence of the visits of American steamers to Yokol18 
It was “ the rush of Christian civilisation that bad c , 
pletely changed Japan.” But the reverend gentleman®8^, 
be ignorant of the fact that Japan adopted the civile cj 
of Europe, and formally rejected its Christianity becau 
its moral failure. The truth is that Dr. Beet entertain® 
Nelson audience with nothing but Munchausen talcs.

Past °ralThe Ladies Home Mission Union of the Church *-■ „j 
Aid Society held its annual meeting at Westminste ^  
June 2. One of the speakers, the Rev. Robinson ĵe°s'̂ eo, 
that: “ He had lived amongst Mohammedans aud b®8 oi 
and he had not found such depravity in a heat“ 
Mohammedan country as he found in the New Cut 
of London.” We can quite bolieve him—and * jb»t 
worse parts of London than the New Cut. The fa~of ‘!!!

ofthere are no braggarts on earth like the followers^.^
meek and lowly ” Jesus. They aro perpetually b°aŜ

their moral superiority, yet they show more viceD Jiu u  m u i a i  jicju ulicjj n u u  w u a u r o  - -  *

square yard than any “ heathen ” part of the world d°

The Shanghai Mirror refers to the case of some ' 
gentlemen ” who went to “ evangelistic services held 
Lyceum Theatre” and were “ compelled to sit 1 „ git 
gallery ” on account of their skin. “ if a Chinan13,0’ 
contemporary says, “ is good enough to go to tu---------g.-----J -, o- o , -1 i Uq ni* )
Heaven as white men he should bo permittee) |e o>
privileges and means of grace while still in this ^  9at- 
tears.......If this kind of thing goes on, one need n° refus1!
prised ere long to seo the Chinese, in self-defence, reifus1“'
p i  l.lC U  u i u  kw n o u  u u o  v j u iu v / o v j  u v *■    , rjUi*1
to bo saved at all, and even to organise a boycot ° 
heaven itself."

i» i«'
Even the Unitarians aro conscious of tho slump joU1“ 

ligion. Mr. John Harrison, in his presidential a . r° ĝo3'11 
annual meeting of tho British and Foreign Unitari*1’ . ^ tfaj 
tion, deplored that—“ Public profession of r t ! ^ty 
becomicg unfashionable, and tho neglect of the B [V 
public worship appeared to bo tho rulo rather 
exception.”

nasali
Tho German Anarchist Conferonco at Leipz‘8 P^,er9  ̂

least one sensiblo resolution—namely, that the 10 ,. urcl)
to anyAnarchist Societies ought not to belong 

religious sect.
h The Cot»1lit«

Mrs. Besaut is lecturing later on in Juno ou . r ,r 0gi 
Christ.” What, another one ? Good Lord dohvo

Tho Rev. Charles Brown, ex-prosideut of ^
ninn “ t.lia nnf.inn f.n he tllO ®0s

m
te b tj

Union, “ believes tho British nation to bo the nlUj"t,el*el 
nation in Europe to-day." H ois justified in t,ia ¡D 
tho facts. Now, tho British nation is Christian on j

• « i • it- foresteu11*V> wo. «".vs.., *-.1* -------_ ofpu * 1
Not one in ten of tho people is really intero^ . y (c » ,1

tho cbrl -
! i
j/iiten1

Its influence «P0“ ;, ¡d Jjt”
tianity. To all intents and purposes 
is already dead in our country. Its innuendo 
and international affairs is nil. But if Christianity 
a discount in “  the most religious nation in 
utterly non-effectivo it must bo in tho rest of Cbr‘s

• -----  ( 0{ P
The Bishop of Oxford addressed a largo ®e^ ure<3 ̂  / 

local clergy recently on Modern Thought. He »= f0«e. 
that “ Materialism ” had to a groat extent los 1 j it ^  
and no doubt his hearers were comfortod. ,|]0 31 ¡¡i 
occur to a few of them to ask what authority . a 
had to give them such an assurance. His l°r‘ ® is K V  
to illustrate the way in which Modern Thoug“ 1' bo° >
up Christianity by appealing to Dr. Illing*?1' , ^■ - Dr. 111®» juPersonality. But the fact is that
Christian priest, and what is his testimony ■ 
case ? Nothiug could bo more ridiculou- . Chr ¿¡é&[
distinguished Christian writers to prove 
lias nothing to fear from Modern Thought- 
tho Bishop of Oxford was addressing ha

If
auy
A°(id >f

humor tlioy would liavo laughed in j  ju tbe
cW

bad done so, hp would probably liavo join

1
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Mr, Foots’» Engagement»

(Suspended during the Summer.)

To Qorreepondent».
Presidekt’s Honobakicsi Fund : Annual Subscriptions.— 

previously acknowledged, £202 15s. Received since. —
B. Taylor, £ 1 ; W. Croxton Vale, £5 ; An Old Worker, 

, l l s ,; D. F. Gloak, R. Ogilvie, and R. Martin, 4s. ; F. Rich, 
“s- i J. Barry, £ 1  ; G. B., 10s.

vv- J. G»r 'Es.—The address was not worthy of more than the 
Paragraph we have given it. Pleased to see your pen is at 

^ work occasionally in the local press.
■ H. Jackson.—Thanks for the cutting from the Melbourne Ape, 
O't the writer is of no importance, and he aud the paper are 

q 00 off for useful criticism in our columns.
■̂*YL0R.—Thanks for your breezy letter, etc. Tlio idea of 

^  sea voyage with you is tempting. But—!
D p ^ALI"—Thanks for your weekly batch of valued cuttings.
/ ’ Dloak.—You will see what we have had to do.

Uld W oucsr.—Sorry we overlooked it last week in the bustle 
^ t h e  Conference.
p j 10®— Thanks for letter, etc., and grod wishes.

’ ' Voisey.—Thanks for copy of the IPe-tern Daily Mercury 
references to George Meredith’s support of the editor of;;j«yeferenc; r “^  copy

' reethinker. The same references, evidently supplied by aT)t p c  — • a. l i t?  s ' u i i t ?  i c i m t u i c c s ,  c v i u e u n j '  B u p y u o i a  .0

l , . ,8, aSency, have appeared in many newspapers—and will 
Chai " 0 °Pen the eyes of the public a bit. 

the*8S baSSELL-—Wo are not going to soil our pages by noticing 
you Can, *ous article marked in the “  dirty Australian paper ” 
vn,,„Sitna U8' though we thank you for your trouble and endorsep ŷ ur description.

— The matter of your cutting has already been dealt

Baine " f 8 suPPose the enterprising tradesman prints “ Tom 
advertisellj sbortnes3 '• but we are n°t going to give him a free

T. ®ee “ Acid Drops.” Thanks.
ByuinaMlS°N'~ ^ 'e desire to participate in the expression of 
hfrs i^ h  the Turnbull family, and in particular with 
shown ur, u'i> the sorely tried wife anc 

G. £ -!pUCh nob,e fortitudê
Perhapa*ease<̂  !"0 rea<f J'oul
to See tl Will find in the wins wuu, you su mumi ues 

N. IJKVy' 'at a wealthy man has left us “ a rare good wedge.” 
aSainst n la< you bad a successful meeting, and ample support ^ tiirs f 10 t0Wclie3- at Dalkeith, 
to 2 Newn Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed 

^ astlo-streot, Farringdon-street, E.C.

and mother, who has

encouraging letter. Some day, 
wills ” what you so much desire

0a
street" v°nClta mnBt reach
’osart'ed, by flr8t post

2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon- 
Tuesday, or they will not be

borrs for
Bioneer pr*. erature should be sent to the Manager of the 
 ̂aQd not t0 tuSSu"i Newcastle-streot, Farringdon-atreet, E.O. 

b'reethii k b'dlt°r'
?®06, post ¡T be forwarded direot from the pnblisliirg 
tOs. 6d .. u-.f00’ at the following rates, prepaid:—One year, 

' y°ar, 5s. 3d. ; three months, 2s. 8d.

Wq
Sugar Plums.

Run J °u the Y„>- ^ ' w r i t e  one hurriod paragraph last 
t, 5niay Well n s'?na Secular Society's Annual Conference, 
(cq. 6t8- h irst f s°naething this week without boring our 
fetbll£1ercialiv „ ° ,a! ' ’ w° niay observe that tho bad times 
ex, > .  Brat. „?ea tlDS) kept several persons from the Con- 
t £ 6bS80fsend? ne®°f,thoN - S- S- aro mostl.y P"or’ auJ tho Phis is n V* °*egatc8 to a distance is often prolnbi-
6(.st tnain obi 'Advantage, of course, but it is not fatal ; 
Biconi0 c°htinnn n°f tbe Conference, after all, is twofold ! 
C(w,a> brino l * °®cial personnel of tho Soci 
of J into vital ca(t‘DS Secularists from all parts i

>  venturo te°t with each other’ From this point 
W 6 ..°nght to -Urei sugge8t that tho Glasgow Branch 

11 Win Bee itsw a, Affogato (or two) every year. We

of tho

ĥe way to be represented next year.

hetw^y eniQyabK0nSrri'n CODnection with tho Conference 
to tb° ' h o r n i n , le E°°d luncheon at tho Bee Hotel, 

ior bnR;°Clabilitv ti,”.anh afternoon sittiugs, was so tempt- 
>  lar,?6,88' The 80ni° °f the delegates were a bit late 
??fot6 ?, y attended .CU-rSlon Bilangollen on Whit-Monday 
Ar, r, . 10 clo8o nf  ̂ 1Q_fact, all the tickets were sold out' 1 Coh cl°so of j a 1 lllo tickets were sold out 
u 0co A6tl’ Mr. T i '"" fty  evening's meeting. Mr. Foote, 
, 6 first ?CV!*ary) all ? ' ’ *̂ r- Davies, Mr. Moss, aud Miss 
'*e 6Xcu1a-f fho dav '^ “ ^with tho party. The rain spoiled 
n^htifn] 8lohists w<!r c*uar°d up in tho afternoon, aud 

°V‘^d ¿"fiery, * 0 fhus enabled to walk amidst tho 
“ fhe Eivioa jj -¡"atico was dono to tho "foodiug"

Owing to the bigoted action of the police and the licensing 
magistrates who, between them, closed the Tivoli Theatre, 
which had been engaged for the evening public meeting,— 
and the securing of the Picton Hall, by courtesy of the 
Libraries and Art Gallery Committee, only just in the nick 
of time —the posters were on tho walls but a few days. In 
spite of this serious disadvantage there was a capital attend
ance, about a thousand people being present; a very good 
class of people, well-behaved, attentive, and mentally alert, 
catching all the speakers’ points with the greatest prompti- 
tude. As for the speakers themselves, they all did extremely 
well, every one of them being in his very best form. The 
President, who occupied the chair, was probably the best 
listener in the hall. It was one of his few opportunities of 
seeing how his younger colleagues were getting on. Others 
spoke in the anteroom of the rain during the meeting: the 
chairman did not hear it,—he was too deeply occupied. It 
would be invidious to single out any particular speaker, nor 
is there any need to, for each rose fully to the occasion. 
The President, while pronouncing the benediction, said that 
the fine speakers around him on the platform had enabled 
him to fulfil the promise he made to the meeting at the out
set ; the auditors had enjoyed a treat which they could 
hardly have had elsewhere in any part of England. This 
observation was enthusiastically applauded.

Not one of the Liverpool papers gave a word of report of 
the Picton Hall meeting, but two of them were base enough 
to insert malicious paragraphs written by a representative of 
tbe Anti-Infidel scums who were distributing what they call 
“ literature ” outside the building. To insert things like 
that, as if they were impartial editorial reports, is a very 
base form of journalism. Another paper, of a more respect
able type, printed a letter from “ An Indignant Ratepayer ” 
who had not the courage to sign his name to a demand that 
bis Secularist fellow citizens should be debarred from tho 
use of public halls in Liverpool. He was admirably replied 
to by Mr. H. Percy Ward, on behalf of the N. S. S. Branch, 
who pointed out that the Secularists had no sort of control 
over what went on outside Picton Hall, where parties of all 
descriptions were giving away, or trying to sell, various 
printed matter. The “ Indignant Ratepayer ” came up again, 
still forgetting to give his name. This time he had the 
impudence to say that “ the language of the speakers at the 
meeting was such as to cause several gentlemen to leave 
the building.” This is an absolute falsehood. A few peoplo 
had to loave at a late stage of the meeting in order to catch 
trains to distant places, which are not too convenient on 
Sunday evenings Mr. Ward’s reply to this contemptiblo 
creature's second letter disposed of him satisfactorily. The 
Courier is at least to be thanked for its fair-play in relation 
to this correspondence. ------

Mr. Foote's re-election as President suggests the reflection 
that ho has entered the twentieth year of his occupancy of 
the presidential chair. That is the consecrated expression, 
but it is pretty well known that Mr. Foote has been far from 
sitting in a chair during those years. He has dono a big 
spell of work—whatever its value: and twenty ydars make 
a big slico out of any man's life. The future, as the old 
Greeks would say, is on the knees of tho gods; but the past 
is known, and stands for ever. Looking back over tho past, 
tho President may say : “  I liavo lived, I have worked, I 
have fought.” His worst enemies (and a man in his position 
is bound to have enemies) will not deny that.

Wo hope to notice at greater length, presently, Mr. Adam 
Ruslitou’s My Life. We have only had time to take a hurried 
glance at its pages yet, but wo have seen enough to be aware 
that it is a book of singular interest. So interesting is man 
to man, that it is difficult to make any autobiography abso
lutely 7i«intorestiug, but this book has special merits which 
prompt us to commend it to our readers’ attention. Mr. 
Ruslitou has been a reader of the Freethinker ever since its 
prosecution for blasphemy in 1882. The present volumo 
gives an account of his life as farmer's boy, factory lad, 
teacher, and preacher. Another volumo is to follow some 
day,—not far distant, we hope; and in the list of its pro
jected contents wo note that a chapter is to be devoted to 
” Charles Bradlaugh and George William Foote.”  The present 
volume is dedicated to “ All Sinners, All Saints, All Angels, 
and All Gods.” The publisher is S. Clarke, 41 Granby-road, 
Manchester, and tho price is 3s. 9d. net. Readers who 
cannot afford to buy it should ask for it at their local Free 
Public or Co-operative Libraries. We wish they would. 
They will not bo disappointed.

We havo important articles by Mr. Gould, Mr. Mann, and 
other valued contributors, standing over, which our readers 
may look forward to in our next issue. The Conference 
Report, tho finish of tho Meredith articles, aud the sudden 
demand of tho “ blasphomy ” case, make a big demand on 
this week’s spaco.
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The Narratives in Genesis.—I.

Introductory.
W hen we turn to the opening chapters of the first 
five books in the Old Testament we find from the 
superscriptions that they are, all five, ascribed to 
Moses as the author and composer. We read, for 
instance, over the first of these chapters: “ The 
first book of Moses, called Genesis.” This state
ment, there can be little doubt, is firmly believed by 
nearly all church and chapel goers. Moses, we 
know, is represented in some of the books as being 
in direct communication with the Almighty—“ The 
Lord spake unto Moses, saying,” etc. It was there
fore perfectly natural for an orthodox believer to 
infer that he had received a knowledge of past 
events from that deity, and wrote the early history 
of the world under the imaginary influence of what 
is called divine inspiration.

Moses is stated, according to Bible chronology, to 
have been leader and law-giver of the Israelites from 
1491 to 1451 B.C.; consequently the five books of the 
Pentateuch, if written by that legislator, would he in 
existence in 1450 B.C. We find, however, plenty of 
evidence contained in the books themselves—Gen. 
xxxvi. 31-48 being an example—that they could not 
have been written until long after the Israelites had 
been settled in Canaan, nor, in fact, until the period 
of the kings. But, apart from the last-mentioned 
fact, we have internal evidence, drawn from the 
language, style, and phraseology of the narratives, 
that the compositions of no less than five different 
writers are preserved in the first six books of the 
Bible (the Hexateuch); for the same characteristics 
mentioned are also found in the hook of Joshua.

These writers are the following; hut the exact 
period when they wrote is somewhat uncertain:—

1. The Jehovist or Yahvist, who speaks of the Jewish 
God as “ Jehovah ” or “ Yahveh,” and wroto probably 
about b.c. 850 (early period of the kiDgs).

2 . Tho Elohist, who in naming the Hebrew deity 
uses the term “ Elohim,” and wrote probably about b.c. 
750 (later period of the kings).

3. The Deuteronomist, who composed tho main por
tion of the book of Deuteronomy ; that is to say, all 
except chapters i. to iv., xxvii., and xxix. to xxxiv. The 
original Deuteronomy was the “ Book of tho Law ” 
found in the templo in tho reign of King Josiah, b.c. 021 
(2 Kings xxii. 8).

4. Tho composer of tho Law o f Holiness (Lev. xvii. to 
xxvi., both chapters inclusive), who wrote during the 
Exile in Babylonia.

5. The writer and compiler of tho Priestly Code, who 
lived after tho Exile; which code is supposed to have 
been brought to Jerusalem by Ezra in 458 b.c., and 
publicly read to tho peoplo in b.c. 444 (Neh. viii.). It 
includes 11 chaptors in Genesis, 19 chapters in Exodus, 
28 chapters in Numbers, 17 chapters in Leviticus, and a 
considerable portion of the book of Joshua.

Of these five writers we have tho compositions of 
three preserved in the book of Genesis. These are : 
Tho Jehovist or Yahvist, tho Elohist, and the Priestly 
writor. And here wo may strike out at once the 
name “  Jehovist” ; for there is no “  Jehovah ” in the 
Old Testament. Tho appellation so translated is 
YHVH (omitting tho vowels). The ancient Hebrew 
alphabet consisted of 22 characters or letters—all 
consonants. The vowel-points and accents were 
added by a committee of learned Jews some time 
between the 2nd and Gth century of the Christian 
era. After this emendation tho name of tho Jewish 
God was given as Y eH oV all; but the latter title is 
known to be incorrect. We find, for instance, a 
shorter (or abbreviated) name of the Hebrew deity 
used in three of tho Old Testament books. This 
name is YaH. The latter appellation, besides being 
found in Exodus and Isaiah, is employed no less i 
than 88 times in tho Psalms. Tho following are 
examples:—

Bs. lxviii. 4.—“ His name is Yah ; exult ye before 
him.”

Ps. lxxvii. 11.—“ I will make mention of tho deeds of 
Yah.”

Ps. cxviii. 5.—"Out of my distress I called op0" 
Yah.”

Ps. cl. 6.—“ Let everything that hath breath pra‘se 
Yah.”

In the majority of the passages “ Y ah” is trans; 
lated “ the Lord,” and when given is written “ Jak 
The wrord “  Hallelujah ”—“ Praise ye Yah " —is toow 
in the Psalms more than 20 times, and in this 
custom has given the correct sound ; for there i3 n° 
letter in the Hebrew alphabet which represents _tb® 
of the English J. Other considerations, which it 18 
unnecessary here to discuss, concur to show that tb0 
original name was either YaHVeH or YaHUaH-^tl)e 
character represented by the V being invariably e|?'
ployed to indicate the long sound of “ u” or “ oo 
the amended Hebrew with a dot near the cent 
The second of these alternative names can be sbo^

(is
tre)*

tbeJto be the correct one. Hence, we can easily 
an army of ancient Hebrews, accompanied by - j 
sacred ark, rushing to meet their enemies in b& J. 
and rending the air with deafening cries of 
ah.” It may safely be said that no other r.
Old Testament times had such a terror-striking ^ 
cry to herald them to victory. Furthermore> i 
Israelites derived their later name from the 
“ Yahuah ” (see Jer. xiv. 9 ; Dan. ix. 19 ; Isaiah ^  
19, etc.). The Jews in their own Scriptnres ^  
called the Yeliudim; that is to say, Yahudim- ¡s
story connected with the name “ Judah” in eD 
xxix. 85 is pure fiction, and the derivation g 
there fanciful. -fion9

Returning to the authorship of the comp031 
in the book of Genesis, it had often been no^ g{ 
that in some of the narratives the writer sp°' ¡ty 
the Hebrew God as Yahveh (for the sake of unr" ? vjSt’' 
the two recognised terms “ Yahveh ” and “ ka ¡9 
will be here employed) while in others that oe e 
referred to as Elohim—God. Tho word “ E °o0ov, 
as will be seen by its termination, is a plura 
like cherubim and teraphim, and really means 
gods ” ; but in the Old Testament books it 
as a singular noun to the god Yahvoh. In t $
Creation story (Gen. i. 1 —ii. 3) tho common e6
Elohim, translated “ God,” is used thirty-fi' 0 ^  t-b® 
and never once tho proper name Yahveh. * ^  
second Creation story (Gen. ii. 4-25) tho name ei

-  W ” *■ “ ¿ VElohim, translated “ tho Lord God,” is 
times, and never once Elohim by itself. 
“ Yahveh Elohim” simply means “ the god Y
fPl-w» VnkiTi.i^ trrutf n»i rnno nf riAii von QP/lllEllD  ̂ t _<riThe Yahvist writer was, of course, acquaio 
the name “ Elohim"; but, as a rule, be n\ljut, as a ruie, no ~ «t»“

“ Yahveh,” translate^^
»<e,

only the proper name
Loud” — in capitals. The exceptions in 
are chapters ii. and in., in which both na 
employed. In chapter iv. and the ren^1® 0j] 
Genesis the Yahvist uses only the name . ^.¡ter011

There are, however, really two Elohistio ft|-J 
Genesis ; for the composer of the Priestly ^  
emplovB the name Elohim, besides occasion J' yt 

' "  ‘ “ God Almighty." The firs* ^  
pen of this Priestly * ^ 1

term ElShaddai 
of Genesis is from thoKJL VJCUCOIU AO AAVfAAA UUW ¡J O 11 VA ~ -- ,(j
whose style can easily be distinguished D tb0 K.
tho Elohist so called. Chapter xx. (except 
verse) is an example of the composition 0

tbs1 ■)
i /

Priestly'Vbr>
t0r’named writer.

Setting aside, for the moment, the - 
it is thought that after the Yahvistic and 
documents had been in existence for
a century, the two sots of narratives a wb9lV  
the compiler adding a few connecting hn„ eild j

C r e ^ V
under Jjjtb*

required, 80 ,la f‘  l°  n«ke tho
iSe w°rld to theGnn d°  BO~^om  tho 
Th?  Principal narr?MJ" ° 8t of Canaan - 
end of Genesis are /i'es, oi these two writers,

The  second r l  V ho lo w in g .—  .
£ ajJ W — Cain a n d ^ K 1017 (Y) ~ lb e  8 t° ry  f  tb*
¡W a g e  (Y)~~H0ah 'o i  A bel (7 )— th e Story 0t
Pabci (Y )L tL e  p  ,,dranlienne88 (Y)—the
'yiie in  Pharetoh’̂ h 1 ° f  Ab™ham  (Y )--A brf gk V 
Canaan (Y) — y . l}lvh °Ueo (Y)~Abrahurn  and
Sarab, Hagar ' „ 8 Pro“ iee8 to Abrab»*J {«r*
anSeJs entertained Z  i W  (Y j-Y ab ve b  «11;,^ 'ny Abraham ; tho latter
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j 88l°n for Sodom (Y)—Lot, bia wife and two 
r °8“terB, and two angels at Sodom (Y)—Incest of 
(El si luShters (Y)—Sarah in the house of Abimelech 
L^Hagar and her son sent away: assisted by an 

(E)—Abraham commanded to sacrifice his son; 
a d sfcayed (E)—Abraham’s servant sent to seek 
Yah 6 8̂aao 0 0 —Birth of Esau and Jacob (Y)— 
and V»k'8 Promises to Isaac; covenant between Isaac 
-v, «oimeleoh (Y)—Jacob deceives his father and 
Vow n? Messing (Y)—Jacob’s ladder, pillar, and 
0f t v —Ja°ob meets Rachel and enters the service 
ja a°an (Y)—Rachel and Leah give their maids to 
of . ’ .S0veral sons born (E)—Jacob’s crafty method 
ow n in g  oatf;i0 ^y)—Jacob’s flight from Laban; 
an between them (E)—Jacob wrestles with an 
bun' ^ —Meeting of Jacob and Esau (Y)—Jacob
Joaenl . hi!  houseb° ld
Jns6l hs two dreams

household idols under an oak (E)—
•Edah
( Y )  -A. CLUJ Cl r  -----d ü b ü p u  1 U  X U L i p j L l c l L b  J L i U U B U

by kp 0eeP^ an<d Potiphar’s wife (E)—Joseph favored 
aD(} b6 *uer, Prison (Y)—Joseph interprets butler’s 
drea aker’8 dreams (E)—Joseph interprets Pharaoh’s 
plojjf. s (E)—Joseph governor of Egypt; years of 
Brand an(M amine (E)—the cup in the sack; Judah’s 
to Egv01ia/ '°n 0 0 —Pharaoh invites Joseph’s family 
cattle  ̂ \E)—Joseph extorts the Egyptians’ money, 
big 8j âud 0 0 —Joseph with his two sons visits 
dyin„ ? v / a^10r (E)—Jacob blesses his sons before 
We areL '• Prom the foregoing it will he seen that 
kgendn1Qaekke<̂ the Yahvist for twice as many 

\ye lY Tories as the Elohist. 
etaplovC°fv,G now  P rie s tly  writer, who also
^ ecom . ,name Elohim in Genesis. Respecting 
I*roteS8 Pos]ti?ns °f this author our highest authority, 
bitnb0°r ^ r'ver, says: “ If the parts assigned to 
^PareJ68̂  attentively, even in a translation, and 
Pecoiiarif w'kh the rest of the narrative, the 
Buage is 8 its style will be apparent. Its Ian
's circnm r a jarist, rather than a historian ; it 
¡^W vje 8oantial, formal, and precise.” Amongst 
vpefl t Cu Iarities, he employs “  a class of stereo- 
and devof11111'03’” ^as " lawyer-liko circumlocution,” 

gen 88 r^uch attention to numbers, chronology, 
a'8 style - °®le8, The following are two examples of

Adanj ’ t “ This is the book of the generations of 
Hess of daY fchat created man, in the like-
them • ,, j ■mado ho him ; male and female created he 
in the ¿] Ud blessed them, and called their name Adam, 

were created. And Adam lived 
°Wn lile. aud thirty years, and begat a son in his 
Seth; a *ieS8' after his' image; and called his name 
e*gbt bui' i days of Adam after he begat Seth were 

Gon. vr ■ years : and he begat sons and daughters.” 
bfe. , , tl-16, “ In the six hundredth year of Noah’s
tkt
th.

montlT second month, on the seventeenth day of 
‘he great 1 °U 8amo day were all the fountains of 
^6te op en ed  brT°kon up, and the windows of heaven 
v etQi ans tr” " In th0 selfsame day ontored Noah, and 
’'°ah’a “ am, and Japhet, the sons of Noah, and 
'^o the arlU’.arid *ko three wives of his sons with them, 

cattl0 nf( ’ ^hey, and every beast after its kind, and 
jiaePoth u °r ^le*r kind, and every creoping thing that 
i ( its 1-;P<jU l̂*0 earth after its kind, and every fowl 
d Unto e.Very bird of every sort. And they went 
.herein iR°ti * the ark, two and two of all flesh 
t e"t in breath of life. And they that went in, 

§es ,atlded >> al° atld femalo of all flesh, as God com 
a*8o tb

" , > 00^ P " f » aPhS commencing “  Theso are the 
^¡te °Eief These are the names.”
V. aro th i? , ,10“ !  °* Genesis composed by this 

U  D.oo011? . ^ :  Gen. i.—ii. 3 ; v. (omitting
'«Uj ; xi , n J“ - n -2 1 ; viii. 1-5, 13-19; ix. 1-19, 

’ ?vi-lS-16; xvii. 1-27; xxi. 2 
*lvi¡ V Xxxv.~q o ffxv'- 84-85 ; xxviii. 1-9 ; portion of 

J'll. 27 xxxvi.; xxxvii. 1-4; xlvi
xlviii. 3-7; xlix. 29-33.

1-27;

(To be continued.)
Ab r a c a d  a b b .

X ° i  Jjon lg
6trenetl  ‘ !°BPital in which tho new philosophy

m nursing the old religion.—Ingerioll.

National Secular Society’s Annual 
Conference.

The National Secular Society’s Annual Conference was held 
on Whit-Sunday at Liverpool, in the Alexandra Hall, the 
local Branch’s meeting-place.

The following is a list of the delegates who attended, with 
the Branches they represented : A. Stanley (N. London), W. 
Davey (Iiingsland), J. Howeth and G. Collins (Blackburn), 
J. G. Dobson (Bury), T. Horsman, J. Fothergill and B. 
Chapman (S. Shields), T. Deardon and D. Reynolds (Wigan), 
J. H. Ratclifle and W. Throup (Nelson), J. Crompton (Man
chester), R. G. Fathers and J. Terry (Birmingham), M. J. 
Charter and T. H. Elstob (Newcastle-on-Tyne), and J. Ross 
and H. Percy Ward (Liverpool).

Members of the Society present, other than delegates, 
included C. Cohen, J. T. Lloyd, E. M. Vance, A. B. Moss, 
F. A. Davies, T. J. Thurlow, and R. T. Nichols (London); 
R. Johnson, C. Pegg, M. E. Pegg, and S. L. Hurd (Man
chester) ; G. Fisher, A. H. Fisher, and H. S. Wishart 
(Leeds); J. T. Embleton (Ewell) ; W. A. Holroyd (Black
burn) ; J. W. Gotb and W. Kay (Bradford) ; G. Dodd 
(Cannock); and J. Hammond and G. Roleffs (Liverpool).

Morning Session.
The business began at 10 30 a.m., when the President 

(Mr. G. W. Foote) knocked with the historic hammer upon 
the table in front of him. After a few introductory words 
from the chair, it was proposed, seconded, and carried that 
the minutes of the last Conference, which were printed in 
the Freethinker last year, be taken as read.

The Secretary (Miss E. M. Vance) then called the roll, 
after which the Executive’s Annual Report (which appeared 
in the Freethinker of last week) was read by the President.
• Mr. W. Davey moved, and Mr. Hurd seconded, that the 
Report be accepted.

Mr. H. P. Ward proposed as a rider :—
“ That the Report be adopted on the understanding 

that it be printed in pamphlet form along with the 
Principles, Objects, and Rules of the parent Society, and 
particulars of the Society’s Branches; and be circu
lated among tho Branches within one month from the 
date of the present Conference.”

Mr. J. Ross seconded.
Mr. Wishart considered that the Report was not fair to 

those who had carried on missionary work in Lancashire.
The President, in reply, pointed out that Mr. Wishart had 

overlooked the fact that the effort in Lancashire was men
tioned in last year's Report. In stating that the Lancashire 
experiment had failed there was no reflection upon Mr. 
Wishart or anyone who had worked with him. The Report 
was then unanimously adopted.

The next item on tho Agenda was tho Financial Report. 
As each member prosent had been provided with a copy of 
tho annual balance-sheet, it was not necessary for tho 
Secretary to road it out.

Mr. Fathers moved its adoption, and asked that in future 
the balance-sheet be forwarded earlier to tho Branches, in 
order to give them ample time for fdiscussing it. Mr. Pegg 
seconded, and suggested that the Society's financial year 
close earlier, so that the balance-sheet could be printed 
sooner. Tho Secretary stated that tho delay in preparing it 
was due to Branches not sending np their subscriptions by 
the close of tbe financial year.

No quostions wore raised on tbo balance-sheet itself, and 
it was unanimously adopted.

Tbo Conference then proceeded to tho election of its 
President for the following year. There was only one 
nomination ; tho Kingsland, North London, and Liverpool 
Brauchos having placed tho following motion on the 
Agenda:—

11 That Mr. G. W. Foote be re-elected President.”
Mr. Foote temporarily gave up tho occupancy of the chair to 
the only vice-president on the platform, Mr. Cohen. Mr. 
Ross movod Mr. Foote’s re-election and stated that as one 
who had boon many years in tho movement he most 
heartily endorsed the motion on behalf of his Liverpool 
colleagues. Mr. Davoy seconded, and said that for some 
nineteen or twenty years Mr. Foote had filled the position of 
President well; in faco of that fact surely there was nothing 
one need add. “  Nothing to add except to elect,” remarked 
Mr. Cohon in supporting tho motion. The post was not 
one, ho added, to bo sought by a man who loved comfort. 
Tlioro was no need for them to go round hunting for a 
President. Even woro they to do so it would bo very difficult 
to find ono other than Mr. Footo. He (Mr. Cohen) cordially 
supported tbo motion. Tbo motion was then put and carried 
unanimously.
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Mr. Foote’s re-occupancy of the chair was greeted with 
hearty applause. He said that he would follow their 
example and be brief. There was never occasion for a lot 
of talk of a formal character when old friends met. They 
bad known each other now for more years than he cared to 
count. Anyone in his position was subjected to a good deal 
of criticism. He who tried to please everybody would be 
disappointed. When one had a duty to perform the only 
one to please was one’s self. He had always tried to do his 
best and would continue so to do as long as he held the 
office. When Charles Bradlaugh passed the chairman’s 
hammer on to him he (Bradlaugh) hoped to live to thank 
him for years of useful service. He thought if Bradlaugh 
had lived he would have been able to mingle some thanks 
with whatever criticism be might have felt bound to pass. 
The names of Carlile, Watson, and Bradlaugh were on the 
chairman's hammer. Next year he completed the twentieth 
year of his Presidency when, he felt, he would be entitled to 
have his name inscribed thereon. (Applause.)

The election of Vice-presidents was next proceeded with. 
Mr. Foote formally moved, on behalf of the Executive, 

that the following be re-elected :—
J. Barry, W. H. Baker, J. G. Bartram, K. Chapman, 

Victor Charbonnel, C. Coben, W. W. Collins, H. Cowell, 
W. Davey, F. A. Davies, J. G. Dobson, II. G. Fathers. 
Mrs. Fathers, Léon Furnémort, T. Gorniot, John 
Grange, S. L. Hurd, R. Johnson, W. Leat, J. T. Lloyd, 
J. Marshall, James McGlasheu, G. B. H. McGlnskey, 
J. Neate, R. T. Nichols, J. Partridge, S. M. Peacock, 
C. Pegg, Mrs. M. E. Pegg, W. T. Pitt, C. G. Quinton, 
J. H. Ridgway, Thomas Robertson, Victor Roger, G. 
Roltffs, S. Samuels, F. Scballer, W. C. Schweizer, 
H. Silverstein, W. H. Spivey, Charles Steptoe, W. B. 
Thompson, T. J. Thurlow, John H. Turnbull, Miss 
E. M. Vance, Frederick Wood, W. H. WTood, G. WTiite. 

Mr. Moorcroft seconded. Objection was made to one of 
the names and some discussion followed. Eventually the 
motion was carried, with four dissentients.

The President further moved, on behalf of the Executive : 
“ That Mr. A. B. Moss and Mr. W. Ileaford bo elected 

Vice-Presit’ ents.”
Mr. Pegg seconded the motion and it was carried. Mr. 

Moss thanked the Conference for his election and paid a 
tribute to the zeal of his colleague, Mr. Heaford, who, 
unfortunately was unable to attend.

On behalf of the Birmingham Branch, Mr. Fathers moved, 
and Mr. Davies seconded :—

“ That Mr. C. J. Whitwell be elected a Vice-Presi
dent.”

This waB carried.
Mr. Davey moved, and Mr. Thurlow seconded, in the 

name of the Kingslaud Branch :—
“ That Mr. E. Bowman bo elected a Vice-President.” 

This, too, was catried.
Mr. Ward moved and Mr. Ross seconded for the Liverpool 

Branch :—
“ That Mr. F. Bonto and Mrs. Roleffs bo elected Vice- 

Presidents.”
This also was carried.

Mr. H. Farmir and Mr. S. Saville were roolectcd Auditors. 
Mr. Pegg then proposed that the standing orders be sus

pended in order to place a motion on tbe Agenda which tbo 
Manchester Branch had sent up too late to the Secretary. 
A largo majority wns against tho proposal.

Mr. Cohen moved : —
“ That this Ct nfercnco congratulates tho English nation 

on the total failure of another vicious Education Bill, 
and regards it as a sign that a settlement of tho Educa
tion question on tho lines of religious teaching is utterly 
impossible: and this Conference calls upon tho Liberal 
Government, which is endeavoring to Disestablish the 
Church in Wales, to bring in a Bill to Disestablish every 
form of religion in tho public schools of England.”

Tho Government had got into tho bad habit of annually 
introducing an Education Bill. Tho last was the worst of 
all. If it had been carried it would not have been a settle
ment, but only a temporary peace. Tho Government wero 
trying to perform the impossible task of sharing out among 
tho religious parties what each party wanted all to itself. 
In talking of a compromise between tho sects, tho Govern
ment unjustly ignored tho growing body of opinion outside 
the religions bodies—that of the Secular Educationists. 
Tbe quarrel would go on until the State washed its hands of 
religion altogether. Sooner or later, Secular Education was 
bound to como. Tho only question was, Ilow soon ?

Tho Conference thou adjourned for luncheon.

Afternoon Session.
At 2 30 p.rn. tho Conference ro-assotnbled, when tho Prcsi- 

dtnt read out a telegram which he had receivod from the

Congress of Freethinkers assembled at Puy, sending ■ 
message of philosophic fraternity in the war against * 
superstition. The telegram—in French, of course— 
signed by Gustave Hubbard, President and the Secretary5, 
It was received by the N. S. S. Conference with aclatn^10?'

Tho discussion on Mr. Cohen's motion was then resume i 
it being seconded by Mr. Ross.

Mr. Moss said that, in dealing with the education quest)«11' 
our policy should be : principle first, then tactics. WkenCt0 
efforts to obtain Secular Education failed, we should try
enforce the impracticable parts of Liberal Education Bill*’
and so make Secular Education inevitable. If the right«! 
entry proposal had been passed, it would have made the " 
unworkable. Not only would Cburchmon and None00;0 
mists enter the schools, but Freethinkers could go >n i1,̂  
and that would add to their importance. The Liberal 
were a step nearer to the final goal. They must go a ° ° 
the line of least resistance. a

Mr. Davies differed from Mr. Moss. Step by step 'T® 9 
good method, but the question was whether the others ^ 
going in our direction. Mr. Chapman said that the 
could hope for was that our opponents would differ so w* 
as to make Secular Education the only remedy. m

Mr. Thurlow considered that there was a tirno wh00.̂ , 
boldest attack was as much a method of tactics as i®
istu’ . Trad«*Mr. Cohen, replying to tho discussion, said that th° 1 ^
Union Congress was almost solid for Secular Education’ ^
in a few years it would be tho stereotyped policy 0 ^
National Union of Teachers. In view of these f»0
could not agree that to-day was the time for us to ^
less-direct tactics. Mr. Moss had said that Libera
went part of our way ; but by going a little 
direction they might stop us going all the way

way

The Conference then carried Mr. Cohen's motion 1 
junction with that placed on the Agenda by tbe Iv,n=’' 
Branch, which read as follows : —

“ That this Conference demands that tho ®°vCw 0 
introdneo a Secular Education Bill, to put an on 
religious squabble which retards real educat) 
places England behind our Colonics.”

c«»:
si®0“

The following two motions re Peace were taken tog0:tl)°f’G‘e*;it 
.J* 

ev«r'
“ This Conference profoundly regrets tu»1 

Britaiu is devoting more and moro of its energ 
resources to preparations for war, and regards tL eiu 
growing distrust and antagonism between 
nations as a proof of tho complete fa'luro of  ̂
civilisation.”

“ That this Conference deplores tho present 0 ijjiJ 
of tbo war spirit in this Christian country; “ , spa 
itself an ardent friend of international Pea®®j9t&i
affirms that the substitution of arbitration f°r, ¿¡¡sp»lC 
only rational method for tho settlement o 
between nations.” ^

The former was submitted by the Executive, a»<3 j0ptî  
by the Liverpool Branch. Mr. Ward movod t 'loirrofer0l)C 
and Mr. Chapman seconded, suggesting that tho ,
to Christianity bo delctod. .¡0n "'«'L

Tho President said that Mr. Chapman’s suggojJVgjja)» 
bo very comforting to Christians. Opposition to , > j 
was a main object of tho Society’s very oxis wftts 
most warlike nations wero Christian. Christ)»11 r«'. 
been tho bloodiest. To doleto from tho M°b<°

Wishart objected to tho motions on, the
nil ()>»

O
enco to Christianity was to dcleto, from thei* 
the most important part,

Mr. Wishart objected _ _ __ ______
they contained no constructivo plan for tho P 
war. .

The motions wero then adopted as they stood 
Mr. Thurlow moved :— jy io^ji

“ That in order to create and sustain » ^  
in the propagandist work of tho N. S..»1 sjj0ul‘3 ^ if 
having permanent indoor places of meeting p»̂ ¡¡- 
all possible facilities to their members to ^  ¿1)« ^
public discussions of quostions germano
religious propaganda of the Society—)“  
botwoen tho visits of special lecturers.” a0cl)j#J

Mr. Pegg seconded, stating that tho Maucbcst°r̂ j '°^C 
for some years successfully practisod the

Branch.
exp

in
iioß

in tho resolution.
Tho motion was carriod.
Mr. Ward, on behalf of the Liverpool

“  That this Conference, whilst 
agreement nor disagreement with t 10 jj0 
objects of Socialism, strongly wur,lMfrV ., 
Socialist organisations of this com1 „ roi

< i i K
ross.,Dcipi«s Jr>r)i) %

96 ‘A ii pr° 0, dr j.
recent interest the clergy have fjfy
tako in industrial, social, and ^
tho ground that tho history of t 10  ̂ üJot¡v 
hood justillos tho opinion that tho m»
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ting the ‘ Christian Socialist ’ priests of all denomina- 
;'°ns is the advancement of ecclesiastical, not labor,
“ terests."

aoj.Ĉ s 'Were exploiting the Socialist and Lahor movements, 
had D6Cause they had become more just, but because they 
an . 8rown more popular. Christian Socialists were more 
than te £o the empty collection-plates of the Churches 

M \ emPty pockets of the workers.
Mr p ss aec°nded the motion.

obîp é Chapman spoke against it on tho ground that if its 
¡ts 0? .Wero to defend Socialism it was out of place, and if 

Mr^er Were a,lvise Socialists it was impertinent.
°"ce i ' lshart also spoke against the resolution. More than 
tenard,e WaS c®hed to order for introducing irrelevant matter 
„ ^ S o c i a l i s m .  He considered that the motion made

‘°ok ridiculous in the eyes of Christian Socialists.
Tho President remarked, amid laughter, that that

^dly an argument against the motion. •
Mr. Cohen stated that the resolution was simply a warning

?°a!nst the discussion of political questions on a theological
baa>s. The motion was then carried, three only voting 
Against it. , ..

The President then briefly moved the following resolution 
•ck stood in his own name :—

“ This Conference desires to place on record, a hun
dred years after the death of Thomas Paine, its ndmira 
tl°n of his genius and character, and of tho marvellous j 
courage and disinterestedness he displayed m nghting 
against superstition aud tyranny : and this Conference 
rejoices to see that the great cloud of calumny with 
i'hicli his name was surrounded by the sinister interest 
“ e attacked is now slowly, but surely, lifting and dis
persing, so that he is beginning to shine forth to the 
^orld at large as one of tho noblest and most effective

modern soldiers in the war of the liberation ofhumanity.”

lion tn°tion sb°uld bo passed, not in honor of Paine, hut in a°r of ourselves.
lnl; *• Moss seconded, and Mr. Fathers supported, the reso- 
aPplauSeVhiCh’ °£ Cour8e’ wa3 unanim0’19ly carned Wlth

i>re,8iaent then formally proposed, and Mr Hird 
tiVe the following motion in tho name of tho Execi ■

‘ Considering tho present scandalous stato of affairs, 
under which Freethinkers’ funerals are so often, aud 
gainst their express wish, and even directions, carriee 

with Christian ceremonies, this Conference is of 
"Pinion that its Executive should take special stops to 
' ee what can be done to frustrate this gross abuse of 
Cn^fr °n Parh °* relatives and executors: a“ a h us 
“ Culerence likewise calls upou the Government of Groat 

Ham to pass a short Bill securing civilised respect for 
«convictions of deceased persons in connection with"nor interment.”

The and, Mr. Davies spoke in support. 
li8ht, i f 8ldent »hated that at law dead bodies had

Th,

cat,»ücli a man V luac at aw deaa bodies had no 
• A i>a.i-1Vcd as a Freethinker ho should bo buried_ arAiarnpr»fo*.,* .1.... u  t. . • i... -?....  i ... ato

' °QS thr, “nat pri , I— v,o.u,u uuu luovuau io. rii w as sca n 
nati b°ay of a. >> 8d0u*a bo permitted to tell lies over tho"■it. a mau wi,« „n i i . - » _  .

n, 60 makn ti • '3UW*ry will 
< U8tbatnrL ‘ hl8,Po«»ible aud

lamentary Bill should bo introduced aud 
iuevitable. It was scan-

mau who, all his life, had dotosted priest-

posea »T 1 0PP°»ed the motion on tho ground that ho 
Mr. CM y additiou to tho statute law. 

aptuan also spoke. 
j.-ur. k i t i n g  against it.hly^ ’ .atd prn---- '

.0 sue statute law. ^  then put --«napman also spoke. Tho mo
hw° voting against it. . . namo o, • ^aid proposed tho following

TPool Branch :— jor Women ’
‘That in view of tho present ^ opinl°n fetation this Conferenco cxprcsR‘ ,

mtotBal adult suff......: “
Un;,
PH,0jlcated olectQ- 8,11*11̂11!!0 is tho only roform of our com 
j. “°  acmocraa1̂ system worthy of the political energy

Mr, Ca,Se°anaed y
SP°S4  th®’ Mr. Ch_
N a l8 ‘he motion ? maD: ana Mr. Wishart, whilst not 

„„¿he ])Covioco o f\,as individuals, considered it outside the 
fhfragg resident ■ Society.
Cn^ich^vftioh diff^ £.bla,*; Mm women interested in tbo
H ^ c iic n  ex>stin» i fttnonB themselves as to tho way u[ 6 hcf On„lj “,Ug law aknnM 1... _ li__ J o_l_ 11.:.

------0  . ^ v u i o v i i v a  u »  «VI v v i u  ” ‘ *J

-ur âw should bo altered. Sorely the
^  N°S° Set of UOt Comniifc itself to a judgmout ao to 
i, ] i ' ^  8, "omen or auotbor deserved tbo support©Dr» .tl,et>ce*hovea 

Pcih»8 hep8 °u t° C 1 Îr’ h seconded, that tho Con- 
ttbary (M; UC?.b business, and this was carried. 
as au ai^Sp ' ance) expressed her great disap- 

’ *• suffragist, at tho decision of tho

The President then moved that the best thanks of the 
Conference be tendered to the Liverpool Branch for the 
arrangements it had made for their meeting and for the way 
they had beaten the bigots and obtained the Picton Hall. 
To celebrate the occasion he had pleasure in proposing that 
Mr. J. Ross and Mr J. Hammond be put back on the list of 
vice-presidents. Their names had been dropped from the 
list owing to an unfortunate misunderstanding which, he 
hoped, was now ended for ever. The President's proposition 
was carried with cheers.

Mr. Hammond, in responding, said that it had been a 
pleasure to the Branch to once more organise a Conference. 
He felt sure that they would prosper more in the future even 
than in the past. He thanked the Conference for the honor 
they had bestowed upon Mr. Ross and himself and, through 
them, upon the Branch.

Tho President then declared the Conference closed.

T he Demonstbation.
In the evening, a Freethought Demonstration was held in 

the Picton Hall, about a thousand persons being present. 
Before the meeting began several songs were well rendered 
by Mr. Grif Owens, who was ably accompanied by Mr. W. 
T. Hebron.

Mr. Foote who, of course, occupied the chair, was greeted 
with loud cheers when he rose to address the meeting. He 
referred to the deaths during the year of three poets— 
Davidson, Swinburne, and Meredith—a trinity of unbelievers. 
A few weeks before liis death Meredith sent him (Mr. Foote) 
a cheque towards the support of the Freethinker. The 
sympathy that blossomed into action was infinitely more 
significant than that which confined itself to mere words. 
Within a few days the N. S. S. would be celebrating the 
centenary of the death of Thomas Paine. Paine lived to 
recognise that if the “ Rights of Man ” were to be won there 
must first dawn the “ Age of Reason.” That had been the 
policy which had continuously governed the Freethought 
movement iu this country since Paine's time.

Mr. A. B. Moss, who was warmly applauded, dwelt upon 
the decay of Christianity and the growth of scepticism. 
Darwinism had destroyed the foundations of faith.

Mr. II. Percy Ward, who had a very hearty reception, 
spoko upou Secularism as being tho religion of this life, tho 
gospel of humanity. Other worldism was one of the 
greatest hindrances to human progress.

Mr. C. Cohen was loudly cheered on rising, and showed 
that Christianity, by persecuting the intellectually indepen
dent who differed from its dogmas, had produced a low 
mental typo of man.

Mr. F. A. Davies, who met with a hearty greeting, pointed 
out that Christianity was a religion of gloom. A face 
stamped with saduoss was generally an outward aud visible 
sign of an inward spiritual grace.

Mr. J. T. Lloyd was received with loud applause and 
devoted Ilia speech to a criticism of the Christian argument 
that an unbeliever’s moral conduct was duo to his religious 
environment. If mau was religious by nature it was 
curious that priests invented and employed so much ecclesi
astical machinery to make him religious.

Tho Chairman then dismissed the fine audience—fine in 
both quantity aud quality—with an Atheistic benediction, 
thus bringing to a closo a red letter day in the history of 
Liverpool Frecthought.

Obituary.

It is with sincero regret that I have to record tho death, at 
tho comparatively early ago of 30 years, of Mrs. Andrew 
Wilson, youngest daughter of Mrs. Robert Turnbull. Mrs. 
Wilson had been ill for somo time past, and she died some
what suddenly on tho 1st iust. Mrs. Wilson, like tho rest of 
Sirs. Turnbull's family, was closely identified with the work 
of tlio Glasgow Secular Society. Possessing an exquisitely 
sweet voico, her singing will long bo remembered by tho 
Glasgow friends. She was a gentle and kindly woman, 
esteemed by all who know her; unswerving in her prin
ciples, and constant in her attachment to the Society. She 
leaves two littlu boys and her husband, for whom much 
sympathy is felt. 'Tbo heartfelt sympathy of the members 
will also go out to her mother, who, in tho declining years of 
her life, has had to sustain domestic affliction and loss far 
cxcoediug common moasure—affliction borne with the quiet 
bravery of a noblo nature. A short secular address was 
delivered on tho day of interment by one who held her in the 
greatest esteem. T _ RougRTS0S(
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SUNDAY BEGTURE NOTICES, etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday 
and be marked “ Lecture Notice” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
Outdoor.

B ethnal Green B ranch N. S. S. (Victoria Park, near the 
Fountain): 3.15 and 6.15, C. Cohen, Lectures.

Camberwell B ranch N. 8. S. (Brockwell Park) : 3.15 and G, 
Lectures.

K ingsland B ranch N. S 8. (Ridley-road). 11.30, Miss K. 
Kough, “ Does Christianity Uplift Women?”

N orth L ondon B ranch N. 8. S. (Parliament Hill, Hampstead): 
3.30, F. A. Davies, a Lecture.

W est H am B ranch N. 8. 8. (Outside Maryland Point Station, 
Stratford): 7, F. A. Davies, “ Reconciling the Scriptures.” 
2 ,W ood G reen B ranch N. 8 . 8 . (Spouters’ Corner) : 11, a 
Lecture.

W oolwich B ranch N. 8. 8. Bcrcsford-square) : 11.30, W. J. 
Ramsey, a Lecture.

COUNTRY.
B irmingham B ranch N. 8. 8. (Prince of Wales Assembly 

Rooms, Broad-street) : H. Percy Ward, 3, “  The Age of Reason 
and the Rights of Man 7, “ Thomas Paine and His Work for 
Humanity.”

L iverpool B ranch N. S. S. (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square) :
7, 8. Bergmann, B.Sc., “  Christianity and Science.”

Outdoor.
B irmingham B ranch N. 8 . S. (Bull Ring) : 11, H . Percy Ward, 

“ Christian Lies About Thomas Paine.”
D alkeith (High-street): Saturday, June 19, at 7, a Lecture. 
E dinburgh Secular Society : Leith Links, 2.30, a Lecture; 

The Mound, G.30, a Lecture.
L eith (Foot of the Walk) : 6.30, Mr. Stuart, a Lecture. 
L iverpool B ranch N. S. S. (Edge-hill Church): Wednesday, 

June 16, at 8, H. Percy Ward, “  Keir Hardie and Jesus Christ.” 
South Shields B ranch N. S. 8. (above Tram Hotel, Market

place) : 7.30, Annual Meeting—Conference Delegates’ Report and 
Election of Officers.

W igan B ranch N. S. S. (Market-square) : Monday, June 14, at
8, H. Percy Ward, “  Keir Hardie and Jesus Christ.”

TRUE MORALITY;
Or, The Theory and Fraotlce of Neo-Malthusianism,

If?t I B2CLIBV1,
T H E  BEST BOOK

ON THIS SUBJECT,
Super/lne Large-paper Edition, 176 paget, vith Portrait and Auto

graph, hound in cloth, gilt-lettered, poit free It. a copy.

In order that it may have a large ciroulation, and to bring it 
within the reach of the poor, I have issued

A POPULAR EDITION IN PAPER COVERS.
A copy of this edition poBt free for 2d. A dozen copies, for dit- 

tribution, post free tor one shilling.
The National Reformer of September 4, 1832, saya: " Hr.

Holmes's pamphlet...... ia an almost unexceptional statement
of the Neo-Malthualanism theory and praotioe...... and through
out appeals to moral feeling...... The special value of Mr.
Holmes'B service to the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human 
well-being generally is just bis combination in his pampblot 
of a plain statement of the physical and moral need for family 
limitation, with a plain aocount of the moans by which it can be 
secared, and an offer to all oonoornod of the requisites at the 
lowest possible prices.”

The Counoil of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdalo, Dr. 
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of It in very high terma. 

Orderi should be sent to the author,
J, R. HOLMES, EAST HANNEY, WANTAGE.

A NEW  (THE THIRD) EDITION
OF

FROM FICTION TO FACT.
By F. BONTE.

sued by the Secular Society, Liviited.)

REVISED AND ENLARGED. 
SHOULD BE SCATTERED BROADCAST

SIXTY-FOUR PAGES.
P R I C E  O N E  P E N N Y .

BUSINESS CARDS. rsi«Short advertisements are inserted under this heading at the - . 
of 2s. per half inch and 3s. Gd. per inch. No advertise® ( 
under this heading can be less than 2s. or extend beyond 

inch. Special terms for several continuous insertions.

for-FREETHOUGHT BADGES.—The new N. S. S. Bafig8 , 
nishes an excellent method of introduction to Freetb*®*̂
The design is the French Freethinkers emblem—a single
flower—button shape, with strong pin. Price 2d., post». ,je. 
Reduction for G or more.—N. S. ¡5. Secretary, 2 Ne'vc 
street, Farringdon-street, E.O.

H. S. WISHAET (N. S. S., C. F., and I. L. P-)> f(jr 
cate of Freethought and Humanism, open , 
lectures, debates, or missions on Freetboue ' 
Atheism, Socialism, and Humanism. For oa 
etc., apply 22 Sandhnrst-avenue, HarehiIls^Be i

THE TRUTHSEEKER 
appeared June 1, 1909.

-First number of the
It is already at war with

Socialism.”  The contest promises to be keen anu esciti”8'------ ------  ----------------r----------------------------and „ths.
For Is. Gd. you can have the paper post free for twelve n
—J. W. G ott, 28 Churcli-bank, Bradford.------ . ---------------------------------------------------

ERNEST PACK’S latest, Christian Socialism Exposed,«  ffji)i 
a sensation throughout the Socialist movement. A °°P” . «nVsent to «2s. Gd. worth of other Secularist literature, will be ,0ji 
address for 18 penny stamps.—A. D yson, G96 Bolt° 
Bradford.

HAPPY IS THE MAN who buys one of my 80s.

Samples free.—J. W. G o t t , 28 Church-bank, Bra'
H. M. WILSON, 22 Northside-terrace, Bradford, " uucDieC* 

and Retail Tailor, will send patterns and self-naeasu^ to 
form free to any address of first-class, all-wool soi‘3
measure, and tho price is only 27s. 6d.

CYCLISTS, Look at Billy’s Eye-Openers!—Villiers’ or ^¡„s. 
Free-wheels, 2s. lid.; Lydes’ , 3s. lid.; Eadie Spccia
all sizes. 3s. lid .; Rear Magnet Brakes, 4s. Gd.; In”e* îr*

, a n d  4 s .  l i d . ;  Outer Cover»’
- Gs. I1“.with Valve, 2s. lid., 3s. lid.

cn or beaded edge, 3s. lid., 4s. lid:, 5s. lid., -- jju-, 
7s. lid .; Palmer or Dunlops. 9s. lid.; Waterproof Cap ’ jjtifc 
nr Hfints.’ . 39in. lorn?, with nnllar. 3a. lid. Drop posted

1« ¡ti
or gents.’ , 39in. long, with collar, 3s. lid. Drop postca “yjjcit
your wants. All the above post free and fully guarantee
repairer to the Preston Clarion.—B illy ’s Cycle StoreSi

Natural Religion
OB

T H E  SEC R ET OF ALL T H E  CR
BY

F. J. B.

.ea t* VBeing an abbreviated rendering in English of the 6 ^gi, 
Dupuis, 1/Origine de tous les Cultes, first published 1 ,ay\^
which Robert Taylor, Logan Mitchell, and other a8.̂   ̂>
exponents of Christianity have so largely drawn. A-gj¡ftnitf'| 
thoroughly explains tho astronomical origin of ChrlTt ¡̂U

J
origin I--------o—j —i----------------------------------- a- . jt W“1 ef

manner which everyone may easily understand. ¡giiius (li*
the deepest interest to Freethinkers and an a3, „nCed $ 
opener to orthodox Christians, its value is enüwjduĉ .ii, 
inclusion of three important plates from Dupuis, vcP  ̂fold1 ” 

difficulty) on India paper, which will not break '
____________________________ - ..„¿S’

\\\M
Bound in Cloth. Price Two

Postage Twopence Extra.

Tnx P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle-stroot, Farrin g d °°^ ^ /V

FLOWERS ov FREETH0Ü0
By G. W . FOOTE.

26.First Series, doth 
Booond Series, doth - 

Contains scores of entertaining and inford*0^

6<h
$0

Articles on a great variety of Freothonght topi08-

TnE P ioneer P ress, 2 Nowcastle-street, F arringd ^

MY LIFE a
As Farmer’s Boy, Factory Lad, Teacher, a

B y Adam R usHTON. . sfi
360 pp., large type, Price 3s, jjoo^

S. C larke, 41 Oranby-row, Manchester, a»“  11Tnp. P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.
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T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y ,
LIMITED

Company Limited by Guarantee

BegUtered Office—2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, H.O, 

Chairman of Board of Directors—Mr, G. W. FOOTE 

Secretary— B , M , Y A N C E  M is*),

rp
*clatSMíí^  WJS o.-msdin 1898 lo »fiora legal security lo ¡¡he 

i'ho *Jr°n ana 4PP*l°aiion of lands lor Seoalar purposes.
0j)

itu __ “  c i | j ^ u u n i i i u u  u i  l u u u a  u c u u m i j . u u a u j  •

3)saistt®mor»adum ol Association seta forth that the Sooiety's
8iloaid3hare '— Protnot0 *ke principle that human conduot 
nata ,06 based apon natural knowledge, and not upon super- 
end j °®liei, and shat human welfare in this world is the proper 
To p 1111 thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry. 
Pleta 0m°to universal Haoular Education. To promote the com- 
laWfpiaj?ttiar*aation of the State, eto., eto. And to do all such 
hold t ,nSa aa are oonduoivo to suoh objects. Also to have, 
0t bean tu8' an<̂  re*a*n any snnia °f monoy paid, given, devised, 
the * oatnod by any person, and to employ the same for any of 

TLQ ? ° r  of the Society. '
should ’ab liky of members is limited to 21, in case the Sooiety 
UsbiUii8V0r b® wound up and tho assets were insufficient to cover 

hi if~~a most unlikely oontingenoy. 
yo8r! De*s Pay an entranoe fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent 

lb« p 3cription of five shillings.
Ill«,- B0Qiaty has a considerable number of mombers, bat a muoh 
gslpoj “ u®ber is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be 
it parkin’111811®8̂  *bose who read this announcement. All who join 
its togon̂ ata *a th0 oootrol of its business and the trusteeship of 
lion tha/0019, **i8 0xPr0asiy provided in the Articles of Associa
te Sooiaf0 membcr, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from 
»nv ,y; 0ither by way of dividend, bonuB, or interest, or in

Tha L  , at0Vor-
bbeotora °letyo affairs are managed by an elected Board of 
^alve m ’ O0naiBting of not loss than five and not more than 

0mbors, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) oaoh year,

but are capable of re-election. An Annual Genera Meeting cf 
members must be held in London, to receive the Report, eh ct 
new Dirootors, and transaot any other business that may arises.

Being a duly registered body, the Beoular Society, Limited, 
oan receive donations and bequests with absolute security. 
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to make 
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favor in their 
wills. On this point there need not be tbe slightest apprehension. 
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The executors 
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary oourse of 
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in 
connection with any of the wills by which the Society hos 
already been benefited.

The Sooiety'B solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battoock 23 
Rood-lane, Fenohurch-street, London, E.C.

A Form of Bequest.—The following is a sufficient form of 
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators:—M I give and
" bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited, the sum of £-----
" free from Legacy Duty, and I direot that a receipt Bigned by 
“ two members of the Board of the said Sooiety and the Secretary 
"thereof Bhall be a good discharge to my Executors for tbe 
" said Legaoy.”

Friends of the Sooiety who have remembered it in their wi 11 
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary of 
the faot, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will 
(if desired) treat it as striotly confidential. This is not necessary, 
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, and 
their contents have to be established by competent testimony.

Undep the Ban of the London County Council.
T H E P O P U L Ä R  E D I T I O N

(Revised and Enlarged)
OF

u BIBLE ROMANCES”
BY

G. W. FOOTE.
With a Portrait of the Author

■R Newspaper sayB:— “ Mr. G W. Footo, chairman of tho Secnlar Society, is well known as a man oi 
6tlLr,,0,jUal .a^‘^ty. His Bible Romance» have had a large sale in the original edition. A popular, revised, and 
Street l  °8l^on' tho prioo of 6d., has now boon publishod by tho Pionoor Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon- 
°f taô er°nJ°P’_ for tho Secular Society. Thus, within the reach of almost ovoryono, tho ripest thought of tho leaders 

n opinion are being placed from day to day.”
133 Larrfe Double-Column Pages, Good Print, Good Paper

j  -  S I X P E N C E — N E T
E p io n e e r  p r e s s , 2 Ne w c a s t l e  s t r e e t , f a r r in g d o n  s t r e e t , L o n d o n , e .o.

^ h iin isc e n c e s of C h a rle s  Bradlaugh
BY

ïh, G. W. FOOTE.
tl*® gre°at „ ^ “ ate thing ever written about Bradlangh. Mr. Foote’s personal recollections of 

°f (ieatl Iconoclast ” during many exciting years, with a page on his attitude in tho presence 
Jit. an<l an account of his last appearanco as President of tho National Secular Society. a

^*s h e d  a t  s i x p e n c e , r e d u c e d  t o  t w o p e n c e .
W  (Postago Halfpenny.)

PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINQDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.
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“  Messrs. Whitehouse and Co. have sent us samples of their 
boots, and we are bound to say, without posing as an authority 
on such matters, that they seem to us extremely good value for 
the money.”—Freethinker, January 3, 1909.

Catalogue sent post free on application.

The
Business Man’s 

Boot.
Real box calf, straight 
golosh, jockey back, drill 
lined, medium toe, best 
soles. 1 Varranled all
solid leather. Stocked 
in sizes 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 

and 10.
We have now decided to 
supply lace and Derby 

pattern same price.
8s. 6d., post free.

GENTS.’ Box Calf Boots, Lace or Derby 10/0 and 12/0.
,, „ ,, Welted, Lace or Derby 15/9.
,, Glace Kid. Lace or Derby 12/d.
,, Tan Willow Calf, Lace or Derby 10/0 and 12/6.

Single Suits
AT

Wholesale Prices.

Advertising is no good unless backed up W 
good value for money.

GEO. JESSOP & SON, LTD-
re a lise  th is , and as m any readers 
of th e  “ F r e e th in k e r ” have already 
proved, th e y  m ore th a n  fu lfil what 

th e y  c la im  to do.

LADIEo’ Box Calf Boots, Lace 5/11, Button and Derby 0/3. 
,, Glace Kid Boots, Lace or Button 0/11 and 8/11.
,, Tan Glace Kid Boots, Lace 7/11.
,, Black Glace blioes, Lace 0/6.
,, ,, ,, Six Bar G/G.
,, Tan Glace, Six Bar or Gibson 0/11.

All Goods sent Post Free
Foreign Orders must be accompanied by Extra Postage.

When ordering please enclose postal order and state 
your requirements

WDITEHOUSE & CO., BOOT FACTORS, STOURBRIDGE.

IF SO , it is because ordinary tea conta in* 
gallo-tannic acid, the iluui that leather is 
tanned with.

It hardens the coa ts  o f  the stom ach , re 
tarding How o i  gastric ju ice s , thus causing 
indigestion, bad com plexion , and weak 
uerves. One natural tea om y is fr e e  fr o m  
t h is  C r u d a  T a n n in ,  because it con sists 
solely  o f the tips o f  selected leaves freed f rom  
the stalks w hich  con ta in  this in jurious 
ju ice. It is called— - ---- nT y p h o o -T ip p s
and 1,000 doctors n ow  recom m end it as  
the only digestive tea. It is pure Ceylon 
hence exquisite  flavour, and absolutely  un
m edicated . The absence o f  stalks enab.es it 
to  yield 30 m ore large cups per pound than 
ord inary tea, hence econ om y.

A  L A R G E  S A M P L E  P A C K E T  is sent 
F R E E , with nearest agent's nam e, to  every 
one w ho w rites fo r  it,enclosing  2d. fo r  postage 
. T H E  T Y P H O O  T E A  CO .. L t d . ,  ,  
1 2 5 ,  C a s t le  b t r e e t ,  B ir m in g h a m . V

DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH
BY

G. W. FOOTE,
Being a Three Hours' Address to the Jury before the Lord 

Chief Justice of England, in answer to an Indictment 
for Blasphemy, on April 24, 1883.

With Special Preface and many Footnotes.
Price FOURPENCE. Post free F1YEPENCE.

T m  Pioneer Pbxsh, 2 Nowcastlo-stroot, Farringdon-etreet, E.C.

Send Postcard for
Patterns and Self-measurement Form-

GEO. JESSOP & SON, L.TD-
Clothing Manufacturers, 

B A T L E Y ,  Y O R K S H I R E -

Please mention this paper.

7 rem»rl1'
"  We have received from the Pioneer Press a copy 

able book, entitled Ralph Cricklewood, by btephen kW?- ^c\er£i' 
It gives a very vivid account of the mental evolution of ‘̂ ¡¡¡«io113 
man, who is convinced by study that many of his ôrI,11f trravi,1f’ 1,0m a n ,  V Y i i u  its c u i i v m o e u  u y  s o u u y  t u a u  m u i i y  i u  --------------

beliefs are not founded on fact. We think we are bet û(|iSr' 
secret in saying this is the actual experience of 
Persons of all shades of religious belief, and no religi°u3̂ | j  th1' 
all, may derive much intellectual benefit from a perns 
book.” —John Bull.

Ralph Oicklewood,
a Rati°|l£lA Tw entieth Century Critical and n 

Expose of Christian Mythology-
(In the F orm of a  N ovel.) ^

By STEPHEN FITZ-STEP*^
A Well-Wisher o f the Human Family-

da 6^'388 pages, cloth. Price ¿ s*
Post Free. „

trCet,
T ije P ioneer P ress, 2 Nowcastle-street, Farringd°n

PAMPHLETS by C
andForeign Missions their Dangers 

Delusions ...
Full of facts and figures.

An Outline of Evolutionary
Principles of ethics, based on the doctrine of Ev0

Socialism, Atheism, and Christian*^ 
Christianity and Social Ethics
Pain and Providence ...

------------------------------------ ---------
The Pioneer Peess, 2 Ncwcastlo-strcot, Farrinb
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