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Tq71 \ le War ° f  ^eas there is neither treaty nor truce. 
lr , for quarter is to admit defeat; and to give it is 

uchery to Truth.— G. W. F oote.

Is Theology Played Out ?

ChUrot are “ altitudes of people in the various 
In ^  . 08 w.ho have lost all patience with theology. 
tuan Vj estimation theological dogmas are but “ so 
Boarcei ri^ ant efforts of word-spinners,” and can 
They J  “e regarded as possessing any practical value, 
so ten^-' " What care we about those fierce battles, 

fought, over dogmatic definitions in 
f'red of tv, ® cumenical Councils ? We are sick and 
¡n hy , ,0° “ lly hair-splitting so persistently indulged 
Practical „ pulpit> and long unspeakably for a little 
Serm0i1 Common sense, such as is contained in the 
aware 0f°+u^e .^ ount.” The theologians are fully 
8*ti°n to ex*ateace of such an attitude of oppo
se  scienWhat are Pleaaed to call the queen of 
It i8 I, l^ 68 ’ and their first observation on it is that 
^ s o l o g v ^  exaggerated.” They assure us that 
"ftisaH ,1S -^ e moat popular subject of the day. 
Sfeat thp1?m^Can*i fa°t>” they aver, “ that when some 
Pulpit or ° °? lcaf problem is being disoussed in the 
°bce exon1 ,T?^on a very widespread interest is at 
^akes thaf i ^ ru e; but Professor Peake, who 
heater si» v  'ement» ignores another fact of even 
tu diso 1 - ance’ namely> that the interest taken 
tae con8cinUS81° n theological problems arises from 
Fran ts doK8? 688 theology is attackable, that it 
a®t word >. arable problems, on none of which the 

l^al dogmn \ been uttered, and that even its most 
. °logv do8 .ave n°t been irrevocably established, 

p 18 fheolor/ 01,'1 \°f ff*0 apice of heresy is not popular : 
afeake ia 0al debates that attract the people. Dr. 
^ tendances .- en on another point. He says: “ The 
c 6 c°uld desf ° Ur Marches may be far from what 
wiP  ̂ draw +^e’ religion is the only topio that 
as 0 are foun̂ 0 - k er week by week the multitudes 
Q. 6ition coni 1 j . onr places of worship.” Such an 
p ? S.tioQ that •adi° t8 well'kn°wn facts. It is beyond 
CrnVllege8 ln towns and cities where no special 
a^ d a are + conceded to churohos and chapels, the 
law ^sic-hali 6  ̂ nd' n°t ia these, but in theatres 
C j £ e'e“ inanVi ; ^ this country, alas, Sunday is by 
Tipbfly hia w Preacher’s own day. Until
Was °,Qly inafif81 - 6 only voice permitted to be heard. 
c0l3 puvl; uj'10n licensed to compete with him 
in» "etta and W f°u a e . Now that Sunday League 
^h-Clk ap kin d r8S an  ̂excur8ions, Socialist gather- 
c°Uni- rf®tian i * ’ and secular demonstrations on 
P̂ou i ’ the ,lrlne8,  are multiplying throughout the 

SdV fue n„^i, ea°uer is findincr out that his holdSoil
!S?sin0i ^  mabiHf8r.adnally weakening; and, con- 
‘l>em Urovcn, , f comPoto with those dechris- 
?Patht,atld dennn!!t8’ he raves impotently against 
^o, thn'V n°t ant» -f08- V10 Public for its culpable 
!? a fex,° °8y ¡b nnt rieinS up and suppressing them, 
t ?*caPtionn,P°puIar’ its promulgators, except
aU on8,8*18 to Sll 1 rnstanoes, aro not heeded, and 

tiProf. eaf ear« ornatural sanctions and resources 
tK t  tl, Ss° r  P e a k  •

l,4g,e preaent ;<L18 n?arer the mark when ho affirms 
patience with theology is “ partly

due to the mental habit of our own time.” Of course, 
according to this professional teacher of theology, 
the mental habit that cannot endure ecclesiastical 
dogmas is of necessity depraved. He slashes “ our 
age ” with the scourge of his wrath, crying, “ Take 
that, thou impious, God-forsaken villain 1” He 
says:—

“ Onr age has lost the secret of meditation; it is 
impatient of brooding thought. It is incapable of sus
tained mental exercise; it flits like a butterfly from one 
thing to another ; its interests are alert, but they are 
easily fatigued.”

How this lamentable state of things has been brought 
about we are not definitely told. The Professor is 
not quite sure himself:—

“ Whether it is the rush of life that leaves man no 
time to think, or whether it is the flabbiness of a mind 
fed only on the newspaper and light literature, or the 
drugging of intellectual tastes by the thirst for pleasure 
and excitement, the ominous fact admits of no denial.”

But Dr. Peake’s diagnosis is entirely wrong. Our 
age is what it is by reason of its close contact with 
the works of Spencer, Darwin, Huxley, Tyndall, 
Mill, Swinburne, Meredith, Hardy, and many others 
of the same school. And is not our theological 
champion aware that among the people of this age 
least interested in Christianity are included great 
leaders of thought in science, literature, art, and the 
secular professions ? Take the intellectual giant 
whom we have just lost, and note what he teaches 
about the dogmas of theology. Unhesitatingly he 
calls them “ Fables of the Above ” and “ Legends,” 
with which Nature will have nothing to do. He 
says:—

“ The Legends that sweep her aside,
Crying loud for an opiate boon,
To comfort the human want,
From the bosom of magical skies."

Then comes his most withering condemnation of 
them. The Legends that thus sweep Nature aside—

“ She smiles on, marking their source :
They read her with infant eyes.”

“ They read her with infant eyes ” is an inimitable 
line, a sparkling gem. That is exactly the discovery 
that the “ man in the street,” so much despised by 
Dr. Peake, is now making by the aid of such master
minds as we have just mentioned. The “ man in 
the street ” is, on the whole, a clearer and deeper 
thinker to-day than ho was fifty years ago, only he 
is no longer guided in his thinking by the parson. 
Perhaps it would be more accurate to say that now 
he docs think, at least a little, whereas formerly he 
merely believed what the majority round about him 
believed. Then he was surrounded by an atmos
phere of credulity, while to-day he lives and moves 
and has his being in an atmosphere of theological 
denial, created by the spread of scientific knowledge.

Dr. Peake frankly confesses “ that theology has 
been too much given to abstractions and to hair
splitting.” But has it ever been given to anything 
else ? Old or Now, is it not wholly composed of 
abstractions ? Very probably Dr. Peake agrees with 
most theologians in regarding the Universe as finite, 
in which case the infinite, as understood by him, 
transcends the physical Universe ; and, of couree, if 
anything transcends Nature it must of necessity bo 
incomprehensible, and whatever is incomprehensible 
can only bo an object of pure speculation. Says the 
Professor: “ What, we may truly ask, would any
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account of the Infinite be worth to us which pro
fessed to level it down to the comprehension of our 
finite intelligence ? A God whom we could wholly 
understand would be no God for us.” We may ask, 
does Dr. Peake partly understand God ? If he says 
he does, then we must charge him with violating his 
own principle : he has, to that extent, levelled God 
down to his finite intelligence. The incomprehensible 
cannot he even partly understood. Later on, in the 
same essay, the Professor flings his principle down 
the wind and declares that the Christian “ realises 
that the power which manifests itself in Nature is a 
self-conscious Person, a holy Will, a loving Father, 
a redeeming God.” Where is the mystery, the in
comprehensibility, now ? It has vanished like mist 
before the sun. But how ? By a miracle that can
not be defined in words.

Observe the form of the statement. The Chris
tian is said to realise the loving personality of God in 
the face of Jesus Christ. How does he realise it ? 
By faith. He believes what he is told, and feels  it to 
be true. The Professor’s friend who went into a 
church at a south-coast watering-place heard a 
sermon in which the Christian position was accu
rately defined. The preacher said : “ Few things, 
my friends, have done more harm in this world than 
thought,” Then he added with pathetic emphasis : 
“ Don’t, my friends, put me down as a thinker ; put 
me down as a believer.” Upon that ingenuous 
preacher Dr. Peake looks down with pity, and asks, 
“ What is the value of belief without thought ?” 
Does the Professor himself believe as the result of 
thinking? Let us see. A sa  thinker he tells us 
that the Infinite cannot bo “ levelled down to the 
comprehension of our finite intelligence.” As a 
Christian believer, however, he does the very thing 
which, as a thinker, he declares impossible. What 
the south-coast preacher said about the harmfulness 
of thought he characterises as “ this pestilent talk.” 
What lies at the basis of it, according to him, “ is 
the feeling that the intellect is a corrosive agent 
which, if it be allowed to have its freedom, will eat 
out the belief in God and the spiritual order.” Did 
Dr. Peake himself discover, by a course of severe 
thinking, “ that the power which manifests itself in 
Nature is a self-conscious Person, a holy Will, a 
loving Father, a redeeming God,” or was ho simply 
trained to believe it on some external authority ? 
To us, the south-coast preacher’s naive confession 
rings truer than do the Professor’s heroic, but self- 
defeating, attempts to rationalise an irrational faith. 
It is a fact that, whenever people do venture to 
think for themselves, the result is, in the over
whelming majority of instances, the disappearance 
of their faith. It is incontrovertible that the 
“ intellect is a corrosive agent which, if it be allowed 
to have its freedom, does eat out the belief in God 
and the spiritual order.” Why is it that the bulk of 
our scientists have no Christian faith ? Why is it 
that most of our greatest writers have been, andaré, 
unbelievers ? Is it not because they have come to 
the conclusion that theology has had its day ?

Apart from theology, however, the Christian re
ligion cannot exist. Those whose cry is, “ Away 
with theology, and give us the Sermon on the 
Mount," forget that the Sermon on the Mount is 
steeped in theology from beginning to end. A 
whole Body of Divinity could be elaborated out of 
that grossly misrepresented discourse. The words 
“ God," “ Christ,” “ supernatural,” and “ immor
tality ” are creations of theology. Therefore, if 
theology has had its day, it follows that its off
spring, Christianity, has had its day as well.

J . T. L lo id .

Christianity and Psychology.—IV.

study tho question dispassionately. Putting 
observations on the subject made by purely literary 
men, there is a growing body of scientific opinion on 
the close connection between sexuality and extre®6 
manifestations of religion. More than a  g e n e r a t i o n  

ago Dr. Anstie said:—
“ I  know of no fact in pathology more striking 

more terrifying than the way in which the phenomena 
of tho ecstatic—which have often been seined upon t j  
sentimental theorisers as proofs of spiritual exaltation
may be plainly seen to bridge the gulf between the
innocent fooleries of ordinary hypnotic patients, and tte 
degraded and repulsive phenomena of nymphornan18 
and satyriasis.”*

The following expressions are also significant a0 
showing the growth of opinion in this direction

“ It  has been noticed that among tho morbid orga?10 
conditions which accompany tho show of oxcessiv6 
piety and religious rapture in the insane, nono aro B° 
frequent as disorders of the sexual organism. ^°a' 
versely, the frenzies of religious revivals have not i® 
frequently ended in gross profligacy.j 

“ Ecstasy, as wo see in cases of acute mental diseas®' 
is probably always connected with sexual excitemen  ̂
if not with sexual depravity. The same association  ̂
seen in less extreme casos, and one of the common^ 
features in the conversation of an acutely uianiac!̂  

tho intormingling of erotic and relig1011woman is 
ideas.”j

“ I  venture to express my conviction that wo s^° e 
rarely err if, in a case of religious melancholy, we as 
the sexual apparatus to be implicated.”§ as

“ The ecstatic trances of such saintly 
Catherine Sienne and St. Teresa, in which ^ 
believed themselves to be visited by their Savior, â igtei 
be received as veritable spouses into his bosom, s 
though they knew it not, little better than _vlcafflaS{
sexual orgasm........Every experienced physiciau
have met with instances of single and childless . j0 
who have devoted themselves with extraordinary z

H

habitual religious exercises, and who having gone . j. 
as a culmination of their emotional fervor, have str 
way exhibited the Baddest mixture of religl0U 
orotic symptoms.” || . , fae

“ Wo find that the self-sacrificial vagaries °^jo0t 
rejected lover and tho religious devotee, own a co^ ^  
origin and nature. The hook and spiky kennel 0f 
fakir, the pillar of St. Simoon Stylites, the flag0 sj]eDcS 
the monk, the sombre garments of the nun, the ^ ^  
of the Trappists, tho defiantly hideous costu m e^ ^ t 
hallelujah lass, and the mortified sobriety of the 0f 
visitor, havo at bottom the same origin as the “ „d 
Cardenio, the cage of Don Quixote do la ^ ? n,C0ii'o.''̂  
tho yellow stockings and crossed garters of Mai

'll fur111 .kAlmost any first-class medical work wm_ ^ 0 ¡c 
similar opinions from men whose business in ¡¡¡b 
is to deal with facts, and not amuse themsel' 
spinning theories for the bewilderment 0
who look to them for guidance. Indeed, oD 0tioD£l* 
on reading the outpourings of highly 0® 
religious natures, surprise that the tin®1 (jp- 
insisted on is not more generally recognise ’ e\s, 
able to find its outlet in the normal human 0 ap<j 
one finds monks addressing tho Virgin o'
nuns addressing Jesus, in language of 10
which is unmistakeablo. St. Teresa’s me g a9 
ligion is well described by Professor J a 0ep i*10
being “ an endless amatory flirtation....... be , 0f be*
devotee and the deity,” and a careful stu to ‘ 
career show that her piety was very largev B9t<Jr0' 
misdirection of her excessively amatory^ ^  rfl; 
Marie de L ’Incarnation cries out to J e s u s ,  po 
love ! when shall I embrace you? Have y° t f ' 
on the torments that I suffer! Alas! 
love ! My beauty! My life ! Instead  ̂ jet ^  
my pain you take pleasure in it. ^otar r̂j6.” ¡f 
embrace you and die in your sacred a ^  
young women do not talk in this m annoi,0lpUs 
earthly lovers, it is only because custom c° 
as improper.

(Continued from  p. 341.)
T hat a great deal of assumed religious feeling is 
merely disguised or perverted sexuality is a conclu
sion that is rapidly gaining ground amongst such as

• The Lancet, January 11, 1873. CO-V-
f Galton, Inquirió into Human Faculta, PP' 1 . '
* H. Northcote, Christianity and Sex Prohle» •'>i.(1(I¿ j\L 
$ C. Norman, in Take's Dictionary o f P*!/el1

Maudealey’a Pathology of Mind, p. 1G- 
1 Dr. Mercier, Sanity anil Insanity, p- 22»*
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Jj\om a collection of early English homilies and 
m 'gious writings, published by the “ Early English 

6xt Society,” I take the following :—
"Jesus, my holy love, my sure swoetnessl Jesus, 

my heart, my joy, my soul h eal! Jesus, sweet Jesus, 
a y darling, my life, my balm, my honey-drop ! Thou 
art all that I  trust in. Jesus, my weal, my winsome- 
aess, blithe bliss of my breast. Jesus, teach me, thou 
art so soft, and so sweet, and yet, too, so dear and so
(ovoly and so lovesome........Kindle me with the blaze of
*dy enlightening love. Let me bo thy lemau........O
bat I might behold how thou stretchedest thyself for 

on the cross 1 0  that I might cast myself between
hose same arms, so very wide spread 1”
this, from the same collection :—

‘ Sweet Jesus, my love, my darling, my Lord, my 
avior, my honey-drop, my balm, sweeter is tho re- 
embrance of thee than honey in the mouth. Who is 

. ore that may not love thy lovely face ? Whoso heart 
QSf t l Ce S° ^ard that may not melt at tho remembrance 

thee ? Ah ! who may not love thee, lovely Jesus ? 
esus> my precious darling, my love, my life, my beloved, 
y most worthy of love, my heart’s balm, thou art lovo- 

an®° *u countenance, thou art altogether bright. All 
gel s life is to look upon thy face, for thy cheer is so
rvellously lovesome and pleasant to look upon.......

p l°u.ar.t so bright, and so white, that the sun would bo 
If I ih ^ Wero comparod to thy blissful countenance. 

’ .hen, lovo any man for beauty, I  will love thee, my 
^hear hfe, my mother’s fairest son.”

thin'kg ■P.r°fce8fcants, with that charity which 
oQe’B ho evil of oneself, but piously piles it on 
^pres11'61̂ ^ 01’ 8^ou^  discount the value of these 
8ent ft10118 a® c°ming from Catholic sources, I pre- 
life 0t -itj? with tho following, given in Southey’s 
a fem„, cs ĉy- It represents a typical outburst from 

( o convert of twenty years of age :—
God*®1 h h ^ y , powerful, happy change! Tho love of 
there ahroad in my heart, and a dame kindled
that m1 i Pa*ns 80 violent, and yet so very ravishing, 
hetnhl ^ body was almost torn asunder. I  sweated, I  
vpaa I fainted, 1 sang. Oh, I  thought my head 
helovp 1°.uni’a,iu °f water. I  was dissolved in love. My 
has ra m' nG’ and I  am his. Ho has all charms; he 
my aliVl ni^ heart; he is my comforter, my friend, 
the chi' r ° r ’ * am s'ch °f I°ve. He is altogether lovely, 
Jesus e f among ten thousand. Oh, how Jesus fills, 
lives,” xtoudsi Jesus overwhelms the soul in which ho

Jg jj.
jCatlce L°S8ibLe mistake the real cause and signi- 
Q̂tlbt an i 8Iii •ou^ ur8t 8 as these ? If anyone is in 

RotationQ0|ue*r °haracter, let him delete from these 
Smif E be name °f J 68us and substitute that of 

^bursts ’ 8ee how they read. Did such
a? °Utcrv '¡CC?,r *n an ordinary novel there would be 
'Mbs 0f onhr 6 Pre88> an(I 0Ul‘ self-appointed guar- 
h ^ofesso t morality would be up in arms.
®.̂ veen «1. ^ai? e8> in criticising the connection 

ft'Rht as rXUa ifcy an<I religion, observes that one 
lit ^Restiv a80na,hly call religion an aberration of 
ig 8o tnanv° f1T)re8Piratory organs. The criticism, 
? ,? efendin, °* f ^ o s s o r  James’ criticisms when he 
P^ate. j S religious beliefs, is peculiarly inappro- 
Q?s îon abo 1Q- .̂r8  ̂ Place> those who take up the 
ti 8 ^8 ori J-° ln8i8ted on, do not claim that religion 
SiQtls> but r?1?  , an aberration of the sexual f une
n d in g  0f . given religion existing, a misunder- 
bn?.°ality op 4̂5?̂ l8e8’ of feelings, due to a developing 
of *0  ̂ And aa a Poworful support to religious 
^m^nokronv°00nc^ ’ argamont is not at all one 
dif 08 Points Coring adolescence, as Professor 
i  S  there is a development in other
Mr! 9 °t the V° -as *n the direction of religion. The 
donu^nt dn8? 0 âi feelings undergo a marked de- 

t that an P°riod. Nor is there any
tW  ■ t°ondlv 4 i lvidual’s views in art or literature
Mun1,8 takinry U .ect°d by the sexual transformation w. P°rtn*,i. i?g Place. w..iuni i-i___ „ ................"non ■ — dii'ffiP aC0' ^ ut> withal, there is a very 
Uf6 llng 8exunirGn<5° between the influence of tho 
ibcL8,11̂  its pn natu.re on art, or literature, or sooial 
Or 8a8.od intoroQf e.cti°n with religious belief. Tho 
N o  Ci0l°gy, resnif “ echanic8> physics, philosophy, 
°Qk k aeVeloned . rom a matured physique, a

eyond f0r lntolligence. There is no need to 
any explanation. We cannot explain

these new interests in terms of religion; they are an 
end in themselves. But we can explain the religious 
interest in terms of something else. We can see 
how—and what has been said above abundantly 
proves this—the newly experienced feelings are given 
a religious interpretation by those who are more or 
less interested in the cultivation of religious beliefs. 
We see how the sex instinct is diverted from its 
normal direction to that of the adoration of Jesus. 
In the examples given, be it noted, it is not God as 
a universal principle that is addressed, but Jesus 
the man. And, lastly, in those cases where disease 
has stripped away all possible disguise, we have the 
connection between a perverted sexuality and relig
ious fervor demonstrated beyond any possibility of 
doubt. We are in the position of being able to 
explain all the phenomena called religious by refer
ence to purely physiological conditions. And when 
we have done this, “ religious forces ” may safely be 
dismissed as mere figments of the imagination.

(To be concluded.) C. Co h e n .

The Betrayal of George Meredith.—II.

What I have said of George Meredith’s relations 
with me, and what I have printed of the letters I 
received from him, is merely enough to show that 
for more than thirty years he was interested in my 
work. Perhaps I might better say, in the battle I 
was fighting. Now it is of no use to try to turn the 
edge of my argument by saying that he loved a good 
fight and a good fighter, and that this was the be- 
all and the end-all of his flattering tributes. Meredith 
was not the man to delight in mere warfare, apart 
from its objects. Besides, his penultimate letter to 
me—the one dated February 24, 1908—is perfectly 
explicit. My “ valiant fight,” as he was good enough 
to call it, was not the whole of his theme ; nor the 
“ mixture of ardor and patience,” which he thought 
so rare ; the “ object ” for which I fought was “ des
tined to victory,” though not in the near future. 
That is the point to which I must keep critics who 
are reluctant to believe, or at least to admit, that 
George Meredith wished success to my efforts. Praise 
from the Master’s lips might be sweet to a soldier 
like myself in tho war of human liberation ; had I 
been inclined to falter it would have turned mo to 
steel; but the sweetest thing of all, to one with his 
whole heart in the fight, was the Master’s love of the 
cause itself, and his assurance that it could not fail 
to triumph in the end.

Such being Meredith’s attitude towards the cause 
of Freethought, it is easy for any honest person of 
decent intelligence to understand why I am disgusted 
at the pious farce played around his dead body, why 
I go to the length of calling it a betrayal, and why 
I do not hesitate to describe it as a detestable 
outrage.

Tho part played in this outrage by the Christian 
priests does not call, at this time of day, for muoh 
waste of breath. They acted after their kind. In 
the days of their power they burnt great men to 
death and loaded their memories with infamy ; now 
they do all they can to appear on friendly terms with 
great men, and try to capture their dead bodies 
although it was impossible to capture their living 
minds. Swinburne and Meredith, three hundred 
years ago, might have met with the fate of Bruno. 
To-day the priests are not above playing the hypo
crite over such men’s graves. The old insolence of 
strength is but the other side of the present cringing 
of weakness.

Lot us now turn to Meredith’s poetry. He put 
into it his own idoas and convictions far more 
liberally than ho was able to do in his novels. Ho 
generally sont me his volumes of verse ; he never 
sent mo one of his novels, for they were works of 
art, and were writton for the general world. Having 
thoso volumos by me, I shall draw from them instead 
of from tho collected edition of the poems, although
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I possess that also,—and, by the way, it is not com
plete.

During the great period of his productiveness as a 
novelist Meredith does not appear to have written 
much verse. That was natural. It was also natural 
that when he took to writing verse freely again he 
should be less expert than he would have been with
out the long interregnum. James Thomson once 
remarked to me that, while Meredith’s prose was 
magnificent, and often of absolute perfection, he 
seemed not to have mastered the technique of 
poetry. That he could have done so is sufficiently 
obvious to competent readers of his happiest efforts 
after the opening of the eighties, and still more so in 
view of such superb earlier work as Modern Love and 
the most beautiful and melodious pieces in the 
earliest Poems of 1851, which contained the first draft 
of the triumphant Love in the Valley. But the fact 
remains that he did n o t; and as want of technique 
often results in want of lucidity—for technique, after 
all, is the method of the writer’s approach to the 
reader—a good many people have found his poems 
difficult and even obscure; although, for my part, I 
do not reoognise any real obscurity in Meredith 
except that which is but another name for the 
reader’s sleepy-headedness. His meaning is clear 
enough if you take the trouble to master i t ; but, of 
course, it is of no use to try to read such a poet—  
with a mind at once so full-packed and so rapid—as 
you would read a common sixpenny novel, or as you 
would play a domestic game of cards after a heavy 
supper.

In the appeal I shall make to Meredith’s poems 
there will not be much method, in the common mean
ing of the word, and yet I think there may be another 
kind of method, less formal, perhaps, but possibly 
more vital.

I take first of all the volume of 1862. It contained 
“ Modern Love,” and if that be not a great poem no 
great poem was written during the second half of the 
nineteenth century. The fifty stanzas—sonnets they 
are not—deal with a most subtle love tragedy. The 
poet starts the fiftieth with a final flash of his genius 
upon the characters and their situation ; then he 
suddenly turns to a reflection which is probably of 
greater significance than he contemplated :—

“ Ah, what a dusty answer gets the soul 
When hot for certainties in this our life 1—
In tragic hints here see what evermore 
Moves dark as yonder midnight ocean’s force, 
Thundering like ramping hosts of warrior horso,
To throw that faint thin line upon the shore.”

That wonderful image is almost too great for the 
perplexed couple of tragic figures even in that won
derful poem. It fitly applies to the whole range of 
man’s finite life in the midst of the infinite universe. 
Huxley and Spencer devoted whole pages, whole 
chapters, to Agnosticism and the Unknowable. 
Meredith, before them, put the entire substantial 
truth into four of the greatest lines in the poetry of 
the world.

From that I turn to the fine Ode, entitled “ France : 
December, 1870.” Meredith loved France and French 
literature. When she lay prone at the feet of 
Germany, at the end of that terrible year, he contri
buted this Ode to the Fortnightly Bcview. It could 
have been written by no other man in England. 
From the first lino to the last it was a gloriouB 
achievement; full of insight, and thought, and grand 
imagery, and strong passion, and noble music. 
Meredith smiled pathetically at the Catholics in 
France talking of intercession with heaven and 
direct aid from that quarter—

“ When the whole tragic tale hanga on a broken blado 1”

No good could come in that way to the nation that 
had so stood for Reason :—

“ Could France accept the fables of her priests,
Who blessed her banners in the game of beasts,
And now bid hope that heaven will intercede 
To violate its laws in her sore need,
She would find comfort in their opiates.”

France could not accept the fabloB of her priests. 
She had advanced too far for that. Her need was

strength; and strength was not obtainable by fr&D̂lC 
yearning:—

“ Lo, Strength is of the plain root-Virtues born :
Strength shall ye gain by service, prove in scorn,
Train by endurance, by devotion shape.
Strength is not won by miracle or rape.
It is the offspring of the modest years,
The gift of sire to son, thro’ those firm laws 
Which we name Gods; which are the righteous cause,
The cause of man, and manhood’s ministers.” j

Nothing saner was ever uttered. And the word3 
have italicised show how the poet stood towar 
Theism. What men called Gods were but the w 
laws of Nature:—Nature, who never accommoda 
herself to man, but leaves man to accommodate m 
self to her. His doing so is wisdom and health; 
not doing so is folly and death. ^

Theology deals with Whence and W hither-'11̂  
Meredith says profoundly that the former is an 60 
of the la tter; in other words, man’s heavenly <>rj8 
is only the logical cover for his heavenly destinata ^ 
Meredith laughed good-humoredly at all that. 
“ The Question W hither” in A Beading of Earth 
sings:—

“ Enough i we have winked to sun,
Have sped the plough a season ;

There is a soul for labor done,
Endureth fixed as reason.

Then let our trust he firm in Good,
Though we be of the fasting ;

Our questions are a mortal brood,
Our work is everlasting.

We children of Beneficence 
Are in its being sharers ;

And Whither vainer sounds than Whence,
For word with such wayfarers.”

Nature pays man for his work; but he 18 
satisfied with payment—he demands a pourbotfe>

not

anexpects to get it—in heaven.
Whither wo go was to Meredith even 

question than Whence we came. We are 
in life and in death. Nature cares no more f° 
vidual man than for the individual of any

idle*
of ofltth>jn<h'

other

species:—
“ A wind sways the pines,

And below
Not a breath of wild air ;
Still as the mosses that glow 
On the flooring and over the lines 
Of the roots here and there.
The pine-tree drops its dead ; 
They are quiet, as under the sea.

i

Overhead, overhead 
Rushes life in a race 
As the clouds the clouds chase 

And we go,
And we drop like the fruits of tho tree.

Even we,
Even so.” „ ilg0fe'

The last four linos of that “ Dirge in Woods ¿ju» 
on a wreath at Meredith’s funeral. The V egt¡rt^‘ 
lines show what a farce it was to utter 
tion ” shibboleths over his ashes. .

And now a word with regard to the h atg°e( 
children of Beneficence.” I have heard 1 ypjf8 
that Meredith used “ Beneficence ” as a sy° 

personal God. But this is a fundamenta g0 
ception. Just as a child of folly is a i“.̂
children of Beneficence are those who d o e B jo 1 
that, and that alone, which makes them  sha » 
being. It is not an inalienablo inheritan » ^  
acquired felicity. q _ W- ^0

(To be conchtded.)

Ya Husain!
------♦-----  • tb0 < 7

Nea r ly  forty years ago I hoard M00^ ’ ,< jjo ê \eJ U J. UCIH« ----- l> IV-

gelist, repeat that his little son had s • uauP1 
makes mo cry like that of Christ." ^hflb j  jp 
appear to think that tho Gospel tale, v1 ^  ¡¡s
on its literary side, has uniquo interes ¿iw ¡o' 
But, for ten days in any autumn, 1  ̂ rfl°re0i f 
witnessed in Persia (and in other \>ô
cossional forms in India) tho P ° ,  
Miracle-play that stirs tho souls of ™x° gBioO^0 
Boxes, all classes, old and young— f°
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10n> and the sorrows of the hero Husain are accom
panied in the audiences by much beating of the 
i and the shedding of many tears, and the

P and frequent wail of “ Ya Husain!’’ 
n«Ia8a.n an  ̂ Husain were brothers, and were grand- 

Mohammed the Prophet of Islam. Theys°n8 ofpi . — «iuuciiumiuu luu jriu jjueu ui xeiaui. o-ulô
aimed to be the successors of the Prophet in both 

3 tnP°ral and spiritual power, but were opposed with 
tj aav energy by a party whose modern representa- 
g es are the Sunni sect. Hasan was poisoned. 
¡n®e years afterwards, Husain, being deceitfully 
to to take the lordship of Babylonia, travelled 
Ke i f  *an<̂  his family, halted on the plain of 
mal 5 a ^  the river Euphrates, and he and all his 
ty..G/^earades were done to death in a massacre 

f)°rsia and India weep over every year when 
oonth of Mohurram comes round, and the actors

The 
with

the
playj j  0nce again the tragedy of fifty scenes, 
a* di f P°rtraya a history of religion. It opens 
^itht^ 116 ° ^osePh an  ̂ His Brethren. It closes 
blow fu ^ e8urrection-day, when the angel Sarafil 
a&d m t rnmpet loudly and long, and skeletons 
thn , u.Mniies struggle to their feet, and tremble in 
y i d  shadows of the Wrath, 

the Jz6 Pi ay abonnds in affecting situations. Just as 
atld th ^ omer is the noblest of military poems, 
la* u i ; ° dj an epic of the Ramayana the most 
is, j Us ln fancy, so the drama of Hasan and Husain 
tvi£e ®Pept, the most pathetic in the world’s litera- 
tay8' of 18 ?ne prolonged agony, illumined by golden 
Prefer beroi8m and love. For European taste, it is 
that, j atarally hitter. All that I here aver for it is 
hero’ic p. 8ent appeal to pity, and in brilliance of 
'ateresf6^1/? ^ 6’ ^ e(lual8, and even surpasses, the 

°* Passion and Crucifixion of Jesus. 15 
he loSpal? ? le<? himself figures in one scene, in which 
glides in<-18 little son Ibrahim. The Angel of Death 
^Perim ° Prophet’s house, and asks, in a quaint 

s courtesy, for the sonl of the boy. At
ct>Hverĝ fGd 8 Prayer> a short respite is given, and the 
^hat t a ! ? n fhat ensues is a singular suggestion of 
c°°l-enf^ii. an calls the “ sure-enwinding arms of 

avoiding death.”

m lhraU^ —Who art thou, O man ? Leavomo to my

lira}'- * atu f zra'li the Angel of Doath, O littlo boy. 
/xrailLm‘n'^ be"  thee to take my soul gently.

r̂>d 8 Cfy no* 80 much, O flower of the age."

8n<l Husfti° b°y Pa88es, amid the sobs of Mohammed 
^Dgel ofwn> smelling the sweot apple which tho 

in tho i 8 to *he dying 
*re 8tr:'0,d°omed camn ,al 
Wentif

8tricl— - « a  camp at Kerbala, mon and women 
i:" v with a dreadful thirst, in sight of tho

^ a8ain'?ud ^he Euphrates. When the daughter 
%  to cJlev 8 for drink, the wai 
aaa8ht elBo „ s , Wa,y through the enemy, and, if
PrEo°r h° n o r done’ to dio ° 6 htinS for water— 
„ v'lsge of „ 1118 negro slave, Shauzab, implores the 
Ai.°at to fv. *n5  with him, and the Arab and tho black 
M.*8 titles pa°i ^ay. The enemy’s chief offers
&tv°8° “ sei-v; . 9 ’ and ease if ho will desert Husain, ttir,„:_ _ ervice is not

®Pd h
h is

worth a Abis replies by
armor, and revealing the shroud in

was 
Fatima

exPectna • Akbar> th0 son of 
°f love marnagG, and tho gravo a 
the n ’ Young Kasim and Fati 

Cete that ever , p doom,—tho most ironic sacra-
^hipk^y^onf»" a -‘ ^ wo conches are placed for the 
hla0i? they ne J ' 11')' adorned for a wedding-bed (on 
W *  token l, 8!®eP). and tho other draped with 
they n ?0tn 8inrr°i ât® °t Ali Akbar. Bride and 
%t i^dress th °§°ther a plaintivo song, in whioh 
■ 8ten ^ ar> and° f e.Parted Ali. Then Kasim rides 

s‘8hin 8 hack fQr many a blow: and then ho
" I thrisn i  took at his wife,—painfully

• All,

Ptngnn^ 1 . (as Christ sighod),—and thon 
- ___ 8 8Plrit to saluto his love,

y->pic
eĴ /'c ■JitVacf/.8,';011 is R'ven in Sir Lewis Felly’s two 

187'j, ° f  Hatan and Iltisain, published by

“ O dear spouse, come, let me see thee once again 1 
Let me cull blossoms of delight from the rose-garden of 
thy cheeks 1 But as my great-grandfather [Mohammed] 
is anxiously expecting me in Paradise, I  am constrained 
not to hold a long conversation with th ee ; and so bid 
thee adieu 1”

And Kasim turns hack to the field of blood, and sees 
his wife no more.

Hashim the brave is the last but one of the men to 
fall. “ All the palms in the orchard,” then murmurs 
Husain in poetic sadness, “ are fallen but one.” This 
last defender of the camp makes a terrific charge, 
which sends the enemy flying. The way to the 
Euphrates is open. Husain rushes to the bank, and 
thrusts in his hand to Eeoop the water of life. Just 
then, before he raises his hand, he hears a voice of 
warning from the ranks of the foe :—

“ The enemy have gone towards the tents of Husain. 
The soldiers have departed for the purpose of plunder
ing the women. Thou drinkest water whilst thy sister 
Zainab is being taken a prisoner, and thy Sukainah is in 
the hands of the soldiers........”

Husain flings the water undrunk to the earth,— 
surely one of the noblest incidents of chivalric 
story,—and hastens to the camp to find, indeed, that 
the alarm is baseless, at least for the moment. The 
women ask to be allowed to go with him. One 
carries a standard, one a sword, one a shield, and 
Husain, lion-hearted and unconquerable, melts into a 
prayer to Allah: “ 0  Lord, have mercy on my 
daughter and my sister. I am alone in this wilder
ness, and these widowed women compose my army.”

The very angels of Paradise are moved. They 
speak with each other in hasty council. One of them, 
—Futrus the swift-winged,—is despatched to earth 
to offer aid.

“ I have come to earth to save thee, 0  descendant 
of the Prophet,” he announces to Husain ; “ if thou 
permittest, I shall destroy the enemy in a moment.”

Husain bids the angel glance over the blood-soiled 
field, whore lie the bodies of his beloved companions.

“ If,” he says, “ the crown were placed on my head ; 
if the planet itself were subject to m e; if kings such 
as Alexander the Groat obeyed me ; if even Solomon 
the wise were to be my doorkeeper, I would not care 
to exist after the death of these dear youths.”

He pauses to join with the women in lamentation 
for the slain; and he bids farewell to them one by 
one. Perhaps the most striking adieu is that said 
to an aged female slave, who had nursed Husain as 
a baby. The negress had grown old in his service; 
she asks pardon for all the faults she has com
mitted. He answers,—

“ Thou art black-faced, it is true, but thou hast, I  
deem, a puro white heart, aud art much esteemed by 
us. To-day I am about to leave thee, owing thee, at 
tho same time, innumerable thanks for the good ser
vices thou hast performed; but I  beg thy pardon for 
all inconsiderate actions on my part.”

And presently this Arab knight, “ without fear and 
without reproach,” has cloven the last skull in his 
war-record and struck tho last blow in defence of the 
solitary women, and yields up his life, and there are 
no more palms in the orchard.

Is it any wonder the people beat their breasts and 
wail “ Ya Husain ” ?

When, in tho Christian drama, the folk of Jeru
salem look upon the Crucified, and return home, 
smiting their breasts, have they looked upon a purer 
typo of humanity?*

Tho women (except Fatima, who is fortunately 
rescued) are carried off to Damascus, and confined 
in a dark apartment in a half-ruined house, roped to 
tho wall like dogs, and passing the long hours in 
dirges for the slain heroes. One day they are dragged 
into tho banquoting-hall of tho Yazid, tho prince of 
Damascus, and tho head of Husain is brought in on 
a spear, for tho sport of the company. An Ambas
sador from Europo (as to whose identity one need 
not inquire after the manner of dry-as-dust anti
quarians) sits at the feast, and his heart is afflicted 
by tho grief-stricken women.

• Luke xxiii. 48.
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The Head of Husain addresses this Christian, and, 
telling him that the lips which speak are the lips of 
the martyr of Kerbala, recites a verse from the 
Koran.

The Christian Ambassador faces the prince of 
Damascus, and upbraids him for his callousness. A 
furious altercation agitates the banqueting-hall. The 
Ambassador is felled by order of Yazid, and he dies 
declaring his faith in Islam. “ There is but one true 
God,” he says.

“ Let the entertainment proceed,” cries Yazid. 
“ Bid the musicians play.”

The women go back to their cell.
But another heart is to he won over,—the heart 

of Yazid’s own daughter. She wants to see the cap
tives. Her father bids her go with her maids, but 
she must be brightly costumed, so as to deride the 
ragged women in their misery.

With jingling tamborines, the girls of Damascus 
flaunt their way to the prison-chamber.

“ My hands are painted red with henna,” laughs 
the princess, “ my necklace is of gold, my feet are 
shod in gold shoes,”------

“ Alas,” answers Husain’s daughter, “ my hands 
are marked with the blood of Kerbala ; tears fill my 
eyes ; the rope encircles my captive neck,”------

The reproachful words pierce the soul of the 
princess. She breaks down in contrition, and asks 
pardon, and begs that she may be permitted to do 
the prisoners a favor.

The daughter of the hero requests that the head 
of her father may be brought. She gazes upon it, 
and dies.

The rest of the women are released.
Last of all, the Day of Judgment arrives. Abraham 

rises, and complains of the fire of God’s wrath. 
David's bones stir into life, and he yells for mercy. 
Solomon stands in his tomb, and shivers. Old Noah 
emerges, and grumbles at the dreadful disturbance. 
And a mass of sinners groan in chorus. Mohammed 
the Prophet surveys the dismal world, and anxiously 
questions the angel Gabriel if, after all, there is much 
hope for this uneasy host.

As he speaks, the souls of the men of the camp of 
Kerbala come from their place of burial, and last 
glides in the soul of Husain the stainless knight.

The entrance of Husain is decisive. Gabriel gives 
the kby of Paradise to Mohammed, and Mohammed 
hands it to Husain; for to the warrior-saint of 
Kerbala it is granted to open Heaven to all who 
have ever admired his courage, or shed a tear at his 
woes. And who would be left out on such conditions ?

The play closes.
“ Ya Husain 1” P. J . Gould.

Some Opinions Concerning Thomas Paine.

President Andrew Jackson :—
“ Thomas Paine noeds no monument made by hands ; 

he has erected a monument in the hearts of all men 
who love liberty.”

President Monroe:—
"  The services he rendered to his country in its 

struggle for freedom, have implanted in tho hearts of 
his countrymen a sense of gratitude never to be effaced 
as long as they shall deservo tho titlo of a just and 
generous people.”

President Jefferson (to Paine):—
“ You will, in general, find us returned to sentiments 

worthy of former times ; in these it will bo your glory 
to have steadily labored, and with as much effect as any 
man living. That you may live long to continue your 
useful labors, and reap the reward in tho thankfulness 
of nations, is my sincere prayer. Accept tho assur
ances of my high esteem and affectionato attachment.”

William Cobhett (1818):—
“ As an arduous defender of tho peoplo’s rights, as a 

strenuous and unflinching advocato for tho curtailment 
of aristocratical power, as the champion of popular 
power in opposition to tho abuses of monarchical 
government, Paine will always stand pre-eminent in the

world........He belongs to England. His fame is the Pr̂
perty of England; and if no other people will si®" 
that they value that fame, the people of England wu •

Walt Whitman :—
“ I  dare not say how much of what our Union 

owing and enjoying to-day— its independence^1, 
ardent belief in, and substantial practice of, ra“lC ( 
human rights—and the severance of its govern®^ 
from all ecclesiastical and superstitious dominion'' 
dare not say how much of all this is owing to Tho® 
Paine, but I  am inclined to think a good portion o

‘ he was among the best ®

|0<I

decidedly is.”
Elsewhere he said 
honest of men.”

Colonel Ingersoll:— ^
“ If to love your fellow-men more than self ¡9 8° ( 

ness, Thomas Paine was good. If to be in advano® 
your time, to bo a pioneer in the direction of “h1”’ ar 
greatness, Thomas Paine was great. If to avow J  ̂
principles and to discharge your duty in the presen 
death is heroic, Thomas Paino was a hero.”

William H azlitt:— f0
“ Paine affected to reduco things to first principl6®’̂ .

announce self-evident truths....... in a few short
fences seems by his peremptory manner to clear 1» 
all controversy, past, present, and to come.”

Dr. Parker:— ttb6
“ Bishop Watson answorod the Age o f  Reason, ^U„rCb- 

Bishop is now nowhere. Tom Paine’s 1 soul goes ® a 
ing on,’ but the Bishop is forgotten as if his book 
mere escape of gas.”

Sir Leslie Stephen (Dictionary of National 
graphy) :— l0te

“ Paine deserves whatever credit is due to a 0#- 
devotion to a creed believed by himself to be . jja 
strably true and beneficial. He showed m<i6 
courage, and is free from any suspicion of ®er 
motives.”

Dr. Morrison Davidson :— 0ple>
“ He died as ho lived, one of the gra-ndest ervf ^  

of intellectual piety, fidelity, and rectitude tu 
breathed.”

A. E. Fletcher:—  ̂¡[er
“ Paine was the first man iu America to ctem® 

dom for tho slave, to urge International ^  
justice for women, more rational ideas as to „ 
and divorce, and to plead for the rights of aw®

Hon. Augustine Birrell, M.P., refers to “ sayS:̂  
plete resuscitation of Paine’s reputation.”rUouoUlÜUiLlUII Ul J- <1111U Ö lUJJUUtlUiULi) 1

“ If we are to follow tho biographer the w ° g| iul-** »TW w .vuwn .uu u.u^.w^----- ßßf
we must not only unhang the dog, but give b fro® 
ture among the sceptred sovereigns who m 
their urns.”

Rev. J . Page Hopps :— tnetaf
“ Paine was a splendid radical prophet, at® jgjc®

only 11though a thoroughly practical mau, was 
and leader born too soon.”

Sir G. T. Trevelyan (History of the America1 ^
tion) :— A®er wt

“ Thomas Paino brought to tho study of
Revolution a mind neither profound nor cu‘-”j0 
agile, vivid, and imprcssiblo, quick to see ^ v 
and marvellous in its power of stating >■ 
lucidity, with liveliness, and with incisivo 1°

John Morley (Life of Burlce) :— m9'
“ Mackintosh repliod to tho Reflections 

ness and temperance in the Vindicice Quia ^  - 
Paine replied to them with an energy. 1  • 
eloquence worthy of his causo in tho Rig'lth

(t6t

W. J . Fox, 1845 (Lectures on Burke and Lll̂
entity*
>0 c0< ate  
1 antic>Pa , 
notbeJJs

'nod ■
■ithei, \ i

" Those who can bo induced attentive 3 ^  
pages will find much moro than the <¡0® ±e,
speaking of him has ever led thorn to antic v gpw 
will find that, although there may not b° 
imagination of Burke, nor his diversify“ fc*1
yet that there wero acquirements uCI -ml ib - y 0 
small, that there was a keen and P0'y foOO^i if \ 
and a philosophical mind going to the 
every question ; bringing first principle® ^
luminous and impressivo manner, and 0 jjj 5 ¡1' 
felicity of expression; enshrining tho ^  gif 
happy phrase, that fixes it in tho fancy, 
power over tho understanding.”
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Acid Drops.

Canon Horsley has been blackguarding the Church of 
gland laity. They raise several millions a year for 
arch purposes, over and above the revenues from endow- 

ents, but this doesn't satisfy the horse-leech clergy, for 
Canon Horsley was speaking at the late annual meet- 

8 of the Curates’ Augmentation Fund. This is how he 
as r®Ported in the D aily News :—

“ He attributed the want of funds to the want of honesty 
amongst the laity. When the laity became more honest in 
their duty, then the grants would be increased largely both 
'h amount and in number. Where was the honesty of the 
church laity ? As a matter of fact.it did not exist at all.

he laity of the Church were a very ‘ spongy ’ lo t; they 
'Jerc ready to get all they could out of their parsons in 
very possible way, and they would borrow 53. just as 
eaclily as they would call them knaves behind their backs, 
'ey expected the clergy to work enthusiastically, and tliem- 

êlves stood by and criticised. That was all they did. There 
er® °he or two glorious exceptions, he knew, but the ex- 

eption only proved that the rule was much more obvious 
^ _ the exception.”
Chur if vvere true, it would only prove that the

England is an utter failure from a moral point of 
lot—.',! | ar^  aB the sheep in its fold being a very “ spongy ” 
" i t  f n aPB the proper word in this connection is “ mangy" 
tion °i!?Ws that tho Church itself is a very rotten institu- 
hap  ̂ '°  (taresay Canon Horsley did not see this, and por- 
Ws i° Uow w*shes he had spoken more cautiously. As it 
decl'ari r ent ou the bitter end, and wound up by 
thev t1Lat the “ laity should help ten times as much as 
Rentlein Presont-” Ten times as much 1 Evidently the 
for hard™ .'h ®*ach Armjr have a tremendous swallow

the 'ch'i^i- th° May meetings was tho annual gathering of 
êrPetrat i Evidence Society. Tho greatest “ howler ” 

chairnia)i *i°U t}lat occasion occurred in the speech of tho 
lated ov ~~vT0 ®*shop of Rochester. His lordship congratu- 
resPect [! s   ̂ concerned on “ tho increasing regard and 
a hian_or th® character of tho Lord Jesus Christ.” Fancy 
^hom hpV°n a Eishop—talking in that way of a personage 

think- hr°tesses to believe in as God Almighty. People 
¡̂11 bo better of him than thoy did ! By-and-bye ho 

(JUlto a respectable character.

t>r. A. p n
Meeting ’ ’ 'iarv*c, another speaher at tho C. E. S. annual
?,u*i ptofeRH-tXlarae .̂ *lla* “ mcn who lived a moral life with- 
“heir Cbriqr'’ Christianity lived it 1 second-hand,’ helped by 

. liow laU onv*ronm®nt.” Will this gentleman kindly 
fisted WerPe°v,Pl° W' 10 *‘v®d a moral life before Christianity 
• 6xplains n helped by a Christian environment, and how 
i? China Tn mora  ̂ **ves of “ heathen ’’ men and women 
■auityj’ ’ Pan> Burma, etc., who know nothing of Chris-

ĥadvVei|'P?8c Wo 111 ay take tho Rev. Stuart Gordon Holland 
TV8*1 band a sample °f those who live the moral life 
, hian of Up ?r the inspiring influence of Christianity. 
. haR 1 Komi in f.lio F» I iTAvnn rimirfcb-fj6 his wife u  -,Ja8 lately been in the Divorce Court, 

ill.* 011 and °,btain®d a decree nisi with custody of tho 
bio •’» Eesides drinking heavily, and brutally 

tbalf  ̂^er mon W” ° ’ h® debauched the governess and bor- 
j,Q ‘ ®̂ took ln°^’ ^h® evidence against him was so bad 
>> rj.' At on0 BtS<>C0UnSep8 ai v̂*co and kept out of the witness
ing j,® ^ctor is a"°  u- governess’s evidenco sho exclaimed:

v ^heren 00Klno at mo with those horrible eyes of 
typy, be allonĴ P?n *ho foreman of tho jury added: “ If  I

lookin 
- alio J1

CbtJC*aVQ tbis't>'V*‘0, say bo, the jury havo noticed it, too.” 
at‘an Evident ~lan<* ” moralist in the possession of tho

.lory

tb^^etber „ ------
f p0°r Cbristito cone—i

Society.

?H i, r *?r the gone—God knows whore, though
t0ncv’ hedbiii o Worst. Rov. Natlianiol Dimock, of Hem- 

°f tbo “ p00jr°7 ’ ®̂tt -€18,193. -No wonder we hoar so
i 't'be

the Brin ■
b°t ovb ®te8ationaiPn  ?°*bio was quite right when ho told 
6t,ccesof ^Phaskn ,ni° n audience that “ tho Church could 

si* ,,uhy tho .... Sln’ and that “ before men could nreach

clergy.’

i-L f l  *  t h e  p U C A U tU  LLMJU U U U 1 U  ¿ J r U t tU L l

t parsons r° S’n must bo recovered.” Why, it is 
. tboir bron i V° ‘ ,'Po banish sin would bo to deprive 

6>ls® hr> been th,' an  ̂ butter. Their only chance of a 
C0lJ1es extin .Sbb8° °f alive. Tho moment this 

T*. “be Church will cortaiuly die.

S n V ° t> d e r  —
0,18 °t* n̂ 0 bnos't in tlj® opinion of tho Rov. Mr.

etl and woPCĈ aC*° on cari'b is to 8®o “ congroga- 
nien broken-hearted, confessing sins of

that “ before men could preach

which those nearest and dearest to them know nothing.” 
Such a sight fills a clergyman’s heart with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory, because it involves a new lease of life for 
himself and his church. But, judging from a philanthropi- 
cal point of view, it is impossible even to imagine a sadder 
and more humiliating phenomenon, The mere thought of 
it gives one a fit of the blues.

The Catholic H erald , having positively disgraced itself 
by its grossly prejudiced and unjust obituary notice of the 
poet Swinburne, has just done penance by pronouncing an 
eloquent eulogium on the late George Meredith. It  refers to 
him as the “ authors’ author,” whose “ marvellous character- 
creations and descriptions of Nature ” prove him to have 
been “ a consummate master of his art,” and whose “ gallery 
of women characters is peerless.” And yet Meredith was as 
thorough an unbeliever as Swinburne.

Things are not in a satisfactory state as regards the 
Catholic Church even in Italy. It  is complained that at the 
Congress of Catholic University Students, recently held, 
there was “ an element of discord,” several students being 
clearly “ influenced by the Modernistic spirit, taken in its 
broadest sense.” The Rome correspondent of the H erald  
sadly confesses that the “ influence of modern ideas on 
Catholic youth is a reality.” The truth is, that the Italian 
Government, by taking “ the education of the country 
entirely into its own hands, and using it for its own 
purposes,” is “ undermining the very foundation of the 
Catholic Church.” Indeed, Dr. Martini, in a speech delivered 
at the said Congress, declared that “ the learning of Italy 
to-day is in a debased condition.”

From Dr. Martini’s speech, it is evident that “ the learn
ing of Italy to-day is in a debased condition ” simply because, 
being secular, it is robbing the Church of the very rock on 
which it has always stood. In the absence of dogmatic 
religious teaching in all the day schools, Christianity is in 
imminent peril; and to this fact the Church is fully alive. 
Dark in the extreme is the outlook for the House of God 
even in the Eternal City itself; and throughout Italy there 
is rapidly spreading “ a Liberalism permeated by a Voltarian 
folly with regard to faith and morals, the danger of which is 
only too apparent.” In fact, from the Church’s point of 
view, “ everywhere there are false ideas on every subject.” 
Incontrovertibly, Freethought has every reason to be proud 
of the progress it is making in the most superstitious 
centres in Christendom.

Professor Macalister, presiding at the missionary meeting 
of the Presbytorian Church of England, held at the Queen’s 
Hall, London, a few evening’s ago, said that in China there 
is at present an open door for Christianity. “ We must do 
our utmost,” he remarked, “ before the open door is closed 
as it surely will bo if China receives scientific education 
without Christian.” What a frank admission that Christi
anity and science are fundamentally antagonistic. What a 
naive confession of tho practical impossibility of converting 
a scientifically trained people to tho Christian faith. What 
a flood of light the observation throws on the motive of the 
Churches in so fiercely fighting for religious instruction in 
all Government schools, and in being prepared to agree to 
almost any compromise rather than adopt the secular 
solution. ____

All tho Churches aro finding it extremely difficult to pro
cure candidates for the ministry. Youthful ambition no 
longer looks for fulfilment in the direction of the pulpit. 
Tho story is going tho round of the papers just now about a 
distinguished theological professor in Scotland that, on being 
met in tho street one morning by a friend, and asked, “ Pro
fessor, how is it that you aro outside the College at this 
hour of tho day ?” he significantly answered, “ Well, my 
class has got a gumboil, and won’t be back at work for a 
week or so.” ____

Principal Forsyth says that there are hundreds of preachers 
whose faith is loosened, who have lost “ tho note of cer
tainty, of conviction, of life or death.” He is quite right. 
Moreover, thcro aro unbelievers in tho pulpit, who preach 
tho Gospel only for thoir daily broad, and who would rejoice 
to soo a fairly safe way out.

Tho Rov. Bernard Snell, of South London, is a man of 
unlimited faith. Ho cannot paint such a horrible picture as 
England without churches. While admitting that tho 
established crood-bound churches aro hopelessly doomed, he 
maintains that tho “ Frco Churches can safeguard the 
nation's advanco, and translate tho kingdom of God from an 
ideal into an actuality.” How delightfully easy it is to pro-
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phesy ! Mr. Snell knows very well that at present even the 
Free Churches are, not only morally impotent, but steadily 
becoming both numerically and influentially weaker. What 
is there in the future that will translate them from lament
able failures into such magnificent successes ?

“ Deny it who will,” excitedly cried a well-known preacher, 
“ Spirit and not matter is the greatest thing in the Universe 
of God.” That is audacity run mad. The dear man is 
acquainted with only the tiniest corner of the Universe, 
and with that only most superficially ; and yet he speaks 
oracularly for the whole. In the following sentence this 
infallible guide of Christian Endeavorers betrays his quality: 
“ Science is far less materialistic than it was twenty years 
ago, i f  we are to believe S ir W illiam  Crookes and other great 
savants.” Who are the others ? Sir Oliver Lodge and Dr. 
Russel Wallace ; and the whole three are Spiritualists. One 
scientist, though a crank, if on the Christian side, represents 
all the best science of the day !

We are told that when the Lord adds to the Church 
“ there is no subtraction to follow.” Then, why doesn’t the 
Lord always add, and add all the world ? Who adds when 
a revival is on ? Seventy-five per cent, of such additions 
get detached again in a few weeks or months. Does the 
Devil take part in the addition work ?

The Rev. Mr. Rattenbury informs an orthodox working
man in the North of England that his opinions about the 
Old Testament are quite wrong. Most of this orthodox 
man’s fellow-workers in a factory are not Christians, and 
they ask him awkward questions about the Bible which he 
confesses he cannot answer effectively, with the result that 
their arguments shake his own faith. Mr. Rattenbury tells 
him plainly that the Infidels are nearer the truth concerning 
the Old Testament than himself, and then advises him never 
to argue with them, assuring him that the sun never did 
stand still, and that the story of the Garden of Eden is not 
necessarily a narrative of what happened six thousand years 
ago. Fancy a Wesleyan minister writing like that 1 Why, 
the most strictly orthodox Protestant Churches aro now 
being thoroughly permeated with Frecthought. Only yester
day people were burnt at the stake for infinitely less heresy 
than Mr. Rattenbury publicly owns up to without a protost 
from any quarter.

Rev. Eric S. Waterhouse declares that ‘‘ a friend” of his 
“ recently canvassed a large number of leading scientists, and 
out of 140 answers, 120 confessed to a belief in God; only 
20 suspended judgment; not ono replied in the negative.” 
A general statement of this kind is not worth much. Wo 
could judge better if we knew the names of the “ leading 
scientists,” what was the precise question addressed to them, 
and what were their precise answers. There is a world of 
significance in the alleged answer of 11 one of the greatest ” 
that he accepted “ the teaching of Christianity broadly inter
preted.” Not honestly interpreted, not faithfully interpreted, 
but broadly interpreted ; which probably means more or less 
accomodatingly—that is to say, dishonestly—interpreted.

According to a Central News telegram from Lisbon, a 
terrible thunderstorm burst over the cathedral at Avila 
during a special Mass designed to induce “ Providence ” to 
break up the long drought. The officiating priest and three 
ladies were killed by lightning, which also sot fire to tho 
altar. A mad rush was mado for the doors, many persons 
being injured, and twenty-soven taken to tho hospital. 
“ Ho doeth all things well.” _

“ Providence ” has boon activo on tho Spanish coast. 
Sixty-fishing boats foundered in ono storm. “ For his 
tender mercies aro over all his works.”

More “ Providence.” Tho earthquake in tho Now Hebrides 
destroyed tho Tongoa Mission. “ Providence ” does not dis
criminate between friends and enemies.

A woman named Bouguet, at tho village of St. Julien, 
near Chalon-sur-Saone, after hoaring a sermon on Joan of 
Arc, shut herself up in a disused chapel, saturated her clothes 
with inflammablo spirit, and sot firo to herself on a pyro of 
wood and straw. She was roscucd but died in frightful 
agony. Another blessing of roligion 1

A girl named Rico, at Higbam Ferrors, sang hymns boforo 
throwing herself into tho river. Verdict—Suicido whilo
temporarily insane. Moro blossings of roligion.

King Edward has given £2,000 to the Church of Scotia^1 
for the extension of the blessings of religion to the Hig“' 
lands. The Ministers and Elders didn’t ask whether t“6 
money was won on Derby Day.

According to tho seventy-second Canon of the Church 
England, no clergyman may cast out devils without m 
license of the Bishop of the diocese. A most regrettable re 
striction. We hope the law will be altered to allow clergy 
men to cast out devils as they please. It  is a pity to li®1" 
profitable employment.

The D aily M ail of May 29 had an editorial article p® 
“ Immaterial Things.” These were recommended to 1 
readers. The D. M. itself is after something more 8n 
stantial.

A “ hospice ” in connection with the Church of 
has been opened in Albert-road, Regent’s-park, for ' 
the sick by prayer and the laying on of hands.” T— .. t 
fine a piece of humbug as we have heard of lately. P?C°are 
People, who trust to prayer and the laying on of banas, 
sent to prison as felons for the “ manslaughter” of .. 
children when they happen to die under that treats ^  
and the clergy of all denominations never raise a 
utter a word against the imprisonment of those poor ^  
Testament enthusiasts. Yet clergymen aro now Pre êt\ j0r 
to do what the Peculiar People aro severely punish6 
doing, and newspapers like the .D aily  Chronicle devote 
reports to the enterprise.

A Busy God.
q]30

"A re not two sparrows sold for a farthing? an ......
them shall not fall on the ground without your Fat ^  
But the very hairs of your head are all numbe 
Matthew x . 29, 30 .11q "

W h i l s t  tho Lord was busy watching cheeky sparrow. < 
and big, , jg to

Softly chirping feathered gossip as they hoppod fro131 
twig, , tbe'r

Whilst he watched them with attention, listening 
voices sweet, 2jjt to

He ignored tho fact that Smithers died of having na t> 
eat.

Said the Lord, “ ’Twas rough on Smithers,
But the poor are always with us,
And their prayers aro most annoying—thoy’ro a n 

one and a l l ;
When I ’m gazing on my birdies .
None of their  petitions heard is : 0-er ^
I must watch my darling dickies lost they topple 

fall.”
d>r

doWhilst tho Lord was busy counting ovory hair on
pat0 reco^3Why he sought to know tho number heavenly
not state), cbtist

Ho was told that certain creatures, worshipors ot
earth, tboy W0f

Were despatching one another—yea, for all tnac 
worth.

Said the Lord, 111 really oughtor *
Stop this sanguinary slaughter, . a.sC°|Do
For I know tho gontle Christian whon ho star • 

red :
It behoves mo, then, to montion ^
That I ’ll give my best attention . 0jj &
To tho matter when I ’ve counted all tho bair 

head. d

When my 1 worms ’ have all abandoned ovory ^ 
thatch on top, , n(j  tbeV>

When tho sparrows need no 1 Father ’ to ait
tho hop, on<J°ei *

Then I ’ll seo all wrongs aro rightod, then I ’ll c j(
and hefl. Y bv0b> *

Now possess your souls in patienco........I  am xa
well I”

Said the people, “ Wily Father, .. $1
We havo hoard thee, and wo’d rather b0„ on“*
Have a grain of good at prosout than a ton w 

task.
JSiWo your Godship Late to worry,

But, you seo, wo’ro in a hurry— j tfO*1
No moro yarns of what you will do ; doodSi D 

what wo ask !” jo 8 Ii 1
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U r. Foote’» Engagement»

June aj g p_m-i gf_ James's Hall, Great Portland- 
reet' London, W. : Paine Centenary Celebration.

To Correspondent».

p 3>i?esid®nt’s H onorarium F und : Annual Subscriptions.— 
C vlc”?s*y acknowledged, £202 7s. Received since. — 

C v evi" 6’ ®a- 1 A Friend, per L. H. W. Mann, 3s.
—Dlad y°u still find the Freethinker so enjoyable 

ten».j  i 8 years’ reading, and that you have been amply 
j  i°r your travels to Liverpool to hear our lectures. 

workNn N’—^ r‘ Foote wi"  not; k® doing any more lecturing 
otj. “*1 September. He wants to overtake his arrears of 

j  to work—and to get a little rest by the way.
J  V J i At,QHT0N'—Thanks for cuttings. 
bLAS’ ILtiAMs —See paragraph. Thanks.
\V_ p 81,0 R eader.—You will see we have referred to it.
L, j j ’ ALL— Your cuttings are always welcome.

Boo'd" ^ ANN‘—Your ‘‘ Reflections on Eastertide” should do *

Taj Se0LD*N'— week.
Par).;fDiA8 S ociety, L imited, office is at 2 Newcastle-street, 

Tb* N nga°n-stfeet, E.C.
i'arri^i,j!,AL Secular Society’s offioe is at 2 Newcastle-stroet,

L' * X  n'Btreet’ E -°-
to 2 >i0 °r Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed 

L»oXOBl caatle-street, Farringdon-street,E.C. 
street S ®  must reach 2 Newcastle-Btreet, Farringdon- 
'biertea*'^’’ ^  ^rB* Poa* Tuesday, or they will not be 

^»ISSts WV
b'btkinu ib B6na ua newsPaPers would enhance the favor by 

^8»eb8 j 80 Paaaages to which they wish us to call attention. 
^‘oaeer01I> ^ era*Qre should be sent to the Manager of the 

, at)d not to the3Ed't^eWOa8̂ e -̂street, Farringdon-atreet, E.C.,

_ ‘o sendT1!^ 13̂  *°r literature by stamps are specially requested 
Tg« p * ™lfpenny ttampt.

office, p o l f r  Wil1 iorwarded direot from the publishing 
*0b. 6d, • v, , iee’ a  ̂ the following rates, prepaid:—One year, 

G°At-* of a al1 ^ear’ ®8- 3d. i three months, 2s. 8d.
56ading .  8 v b r t is e m e n t s  : Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every suc- 
i • 6d • v, ,?ords. 6d. Ditplayed Advertisements:—One inch, 
' etnia for repetiti1̂ “ ' £1 2a" 6d>' oolnmn' * 2 8a‘ Special

, fhi8 j
Sugar Plums.

p Û8 ig ii. ,
.,eiltociatv f,C. , a8*‘ announcement wo can make of the Paine 
0’*.e°t’ Londonration at St. Jam es’s Hall, Groat Portland- 
tn!°ck. Mou-l ” ■> next Tuesday evening (Juno 8) at 8 
fo. ah!e to capablo of attending this meeting i 
5 ®verybodv another of the kind. It  is now o.
■ reaolvod n 1 0 Freethinkers of the metropolis

“0 UllRS liiafnrir» (roflinvi'nrY Tim  liollst.
snf.a!d reaUv*h« t0 m3as this historic gathering. The hall 
j£eakers^ i  - crowded out. There is an attractive list of 
A. j><nv8> Mr. o  *n® ^ rs‘ Rradlaugh Bonner, Mr. Horbort•R.
i ° V 7 a fl

^ i l l b r ¿ t0 a"  Par ŝ °i the hall is freo, but a col-

.George Greenwood, M^P., Mr. Harry Snell, Mr, 
*• A- Davies, Mr. C. Cohen, and Mr. G. W.

Reservcd-for , up towards the expenses.
l̂iso t, S tan ce  ° d ,y Persons, ladies, and persons coming 

iŝ .T ' M. y a ’ caJ“ be obtained of the N. S. S. secretary, 
^ t  this nm ?•’ “ Nowcastle-street, E.C. Our final word 

6 lng bo worthy of its great object.
f .  __

Vinf, ,ieP°rt 0f .i
b̂ xt ^ 8 Annual c  ° Proco°dings of tho National Secular 
aPpe»lBs?6, Th 0I.^ercnce at Liverpool will appear in our 
« O .  ¡n this Annual Report, read by the President, 
Mr, p *ng passed « 'S Freethinher. We may stato that 
'bg v,nQ,°to was ,,c 8atisfactorily at tho Conference, and 
bdve,.; ”0 moof;„ C0Ura°, re-elected President, rr,‘---------The eveneftis,

“bal
tfey 1 '•"port^.vp. °  ',ua oircumsiances oxpiamoa in tuo 

a î ,6’ atld the ^ ®r,ea  ̂ 8UCC0SS! the attendance being

jŜ b ea t~ _ ^  a* R*9ton Hall, in spite of tho brief 
EePort____® 80 the circumstances exnlaincd in tho

Orenino ^foreuc^i^.bPP^arod in tho local press, howovor ;
evid i ,“ 8 a disgraceful paragraph in tho 

? v‘donee dent1y written by an unmentionable 
t S  si^day 0XcCu°r .a«ent. It should bo added that tho 

ch k . kgatfin ? Llangollen was attended by more 
0111 R ir7‘ 6̂8 a r>n’.d1Slt„ors’ a“d mombers of the Liverpool 

Qlloilbain.  ̂ “ 8aints’’ who came all tho way

of report

circumstances explained in tho 

speakers all in their very best form.

Mr. Foote, who attended the excursion—a thing he has 
seldom been able to do lately—was in London the next 
morning by 12 o’clock, rather tired, but seeing the F ree
thinker through the press.

The Sunday Times, the Western Mail, and other papers 
have drawn attention to our last week’s article on George 
Meredith. The Western Mail's editorial suggests that the 
refusal of burial in Westminster Abbey was based on the 
fact of his heterodoxy. “ That Meredith’s creed was not 
orthodox,” it says, “ is shown by some statements made by 
that militant Freethinker, Mr. G. W. Foote, with whose 
cause the novelist seems to have sympathised very strongly."

Mr. Foote’s articles on Swinburne have been reproduced— 
with proper acknowledgment—in the New York Truthseeker.

“ Abracadabra’s ” new series of articles is quite unavoid
ably postponed for another week. It  could not be got into 
the present week’s make-up.

The sparse supply of paragraphs in this week's Freethinker  
is due to the holidays and Mr. Foote’s week-end absence in 
connection with the N. S. S. Conference. Compensation will 
bo made next week.

Russian Religious Fanatics.

BABY 11 A N TI-CH RIST ”  M URD ERED. “  PROPHET’ S ”  HYPNOTIC 
IN FLU EN CE.

T he Mohileff Circuit Court, sitting at Gorki, has acquitted 
all twenty-six peasants of Sysvevo village, who were charged 
with the murder of a two-year-old child, who had been 
denounced as “ Anti-Christ.” The instigator of the crime, a 
religious fanatic, and the father of the child, were released 
on the ground that they had acted in an excess of mental 
exaltation.

The self-styled prophet seems to have hypnotised the 
degenerato peasants into a state of brutal frenzy. After he 
had named the “ Anti-Christ ’’ who had appeared in their 
midst, and had ascribed all tho woes of Russia, and more 
particularly the bad harvests of Sysvevo, to his arrival, the 
peasants marched in procession to the hut of the child’s 
parents. Midnight was the hour chosen for tho sacrifice.

Tho peasants carried lighted candles and ikons, and sang 
prayers, They found the child asleep in its cradle. The 
“ Prophot ” seized it in his hands and dashed it to the ground, 
then jumping on it and trampling it to death. He next 
ordered the peasants to lift the body and pull it asunder, 
and they obeyed his injunctions. Afterwards hatchets were 
fetched and the body was chopped to pieces. The remains 
were then wrapped in a cloth, which was tied to the tail of 
a whito horse and dragged to a neighboring bog, into which 
it was thrown.

Tho “ Prophot ” had assured the peasants that the child 
would immediately rise from the dead, and when the 
promise was not fulfilled they began to realise the enormity 
of their crime and fear for tho consequences. They were 
arrested tho following day. During the trial they all 
admittod their guilt, although elevon of them declared that 
they had taken no actual part in the butchery.

Tho village priest testified to the remarkable influence 
oxercisod over tho poasants by tho “ Prophet,” who was 
thoroughly versed in Holy Writ, and, with diabolical 
spociousness, distorted the sacred writings to support his 
fanantical theories.

When tho verdict of acquittal was announced all the 
prisoners fell on their knees thanking God, and blessing the 
judgos.

TH E LA TEST REVISION.
“ You call this the up-to-date family Bible," said the 

prospective purchaser; 11 in what respect does it differ from 
tho standard B ib le ? "  11 Well,” replied the book agent, 
“ you will notico that it not only contains records of births, 
deaths, and marriages, but divorcos as well.”

CARRYING RELIGION A L IT T L E  TOO FAR.
“ John,” said tho ministor to the sexton, “ that pulpit 

cushion is worn out. I  wish you would see that a new 
cover is put on it.”

“ Yes, sir," said John, grimly; “ I know it's worn out, 
an’ it’s tho third this year. It ain’t my place to make 
remarks, sir, but, in my opinion, there is such a thing as 
carryin' religion a lootlo too far.”
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The Early Life of Thomas Paine.—IV.
Social, Political, and Religious Reformer.

B y W. G. Clarke .
(Concluded from p. 348.)

CHAPTER VII.
Subsequent Visits to Tiietford .

Paine left his home at Thetford in 1755, and 
apparently did not again return until July, 1761 
when, having renounced staymaking, he came home 
for the purpose of studying for the position of an 
exciseman. He came with a varied experience of 
life. In the comparative peace and retirement of 
his parents’ home at Thetford, he devoted himself to 
study, and doubtless also to inducing his friends to 
“ pull the strings ” by which alone he could obtain 
an entry into the government service. The chief of 
these friends seems to have been Henry Cocksedge 
who had succeeded Sir John Wodehouse as Recorder 
of Thetford, and was in 1762 succeeded by the Earl 
of Hertford. He had also been Mayor of the borough 
a portion of the year 1719 (the Mayor having died 
during his year of office), and also in 1721, 1725 
1729, 1787 (the year of Paine’s birth), and 1745 
Chiefly through his influence Paine was appointed 
after fourteen months’ study, a supernumary of 
excise. On December 1, 1762, he was appointed to 
gauge brewers’ casks at Grantham.

In February, 1768, he paid a brief visit to Thet
ford after having been promoted to the position of 
excise officer at Hewes. When next ho saw his 
native place he was a man of almost world-wide 
notoriety, for the great American Revolution had 
taken place, and the War of Independence, in which 
he took so prominent a part, fought. On September 
8, 1787, he arrived in London from America, and 
proceeded straight to Thetford, entering the town 
by the London-road, past the old Grammar School 
where he was educated, the Bell Hotel (little changed 
since then), to Heathenman-street (now Guildhall- 
street). His father, from whom he received affec 
tionate letters to the last, had died the year before, 
and his mother had left the house in White Hart- 
street, and was living at No. 9 Heathenman-street, 
in what is now the fifth house oast of Pike-lane, on 
the north side of the street. It is an ancient house 
of lath and plaster, color-washed, with low door and 
steps leading down from the street to the entrance 
hall. It is probably over 200 years old. Hero he 
stayed several months, and it is doubtless owing to 
this fact that there are strong traditions as to his 
having been born there. The name of the street 
though occurring as early as 1507—also harmonised 
in popular thought with Paine’s reputation, and was 
doubtless a factor in tbe persistence of the tradition.
“ Heathen-man ” had, however, nothing to do with 
Paine, but may, perhaps, have referred to the Danes, 
who were described as “ heathen-men” in the Anglo- 
Saxon Chronicles. This house was in St. Mary’s 
parish, but the registers contain no record of the 
Paines of that period. On this occasion a local 
barber named Jack Whistler shaved Paine, and in 
later years related this fact to Mr. Stephen Oldman, 
who went to school in the house, and died in 1901 at 
the age of 85. With his father dead, and his mother 
aged 91, Paine would doubtless bo somewhat lonely; 
and writing to Jefferson from Thetford early in 1788, 
he said : “ After I got home, being alono and wanting 
amusement, I sat down to explain to myself (for there 
is such a thing) my ideas of national and civil rights, 
and the distinction between them.”

How did the people of Thetford look upon Paine 
as ho walked the quiet streets of the town, sat in 
the meeting-house, or chatted with the friends of 
his boyhood—Paine who had written Common Sense 
and The Crisis, had fought with tho sword against 
the soldiers of George III., had given ungrudgingly 
of bia time, his talents, and his money to tho cause

of the revolution, had filled some of the bigbe( 
positions in the government of America, and was 
intimate friend of George Washington and the ^  
lutionary leaders ? So far as we can judge W 
negative evidence, they evinced no hostility to flal1 ' 
With an illiterate populace, newspapers expen6lj’ 
and with no organised system of obtaining accur 
information, it seems probable that Paine’s sbar®  ̂
the American Revolution was not generally bn®, , 
The Rights of Man which aroused so much poh"1 
prejudice, and the Age of Reason which caused W 
and his memory to be assailed for a century  ̂
calumny and bigotry, had not yet been written- 
is more than probable that at that date, oven ba“ 
facts as to Paine’s connection with the War of 
pendence been commonly recognised, sympathy ^  
have been not altogether on the side of Georg®  ̂
Doubtless Paine found some of his schoolboy r̂iê e 
to whom he could talk of his adventures acros® 3 
seas, and of his friendships with the leading 8P  ̂
in the newly-formed United States. On Snnda. .̂ 
may have escorted his mother the two hundred y 
or so to the Friends’ meeting-house and sat wit 
in the barn-like building listening to the testin’0̂  
of the saints, and possibly judging their nttera ĵ9 
by the known facts as to thoir daily life, r  “ Dc0 
occasion Paine settled on his mother an all° . ¡¡j 
of 9s. per week, but whether he was ever a§a’ ŷ 
the town is not quite certain, though ho was pr° 
there at the burial of his mother in May, j,uy 

His connection with Thetford was freQ® 
alluded to by friends and foes during his bfe ¡,. 
On May 28, 1791, a caricature by Gillray wil3̂ r a 

ihed, depicting Paine measuring the Crown 
new pair of revolution breeches. There is a 0 ¡Dg: 

liloquy beneath in which occurs the f° ' 10 jji 
“ Lord ! Lord! I wish I had a bit of tho staV 't^ ( 
buckram which I used to cabbage when I 
prentice, to lengthen it out. Well, well, who «9 
have thought that I who have served seven y js
an apprentice, and afterwards worked four y by
a journeyman tailor,” etc. Another carica 
Gillray published in 1798 represents Pain® Vj a 
Britannia with a now pair of stays—-0V1” ¡s ®
painful operation. On one side of the P*cJOij0tfî  
cottage and over the door a sign, with the i° 
inscription : “ Thomas Paine, staymaker fr°nl 
ford—Paris modes by express.”

Westminster Abbey.

“ Aux grands hommes la Patrie reconnoiss»1'1®'' ¡fifO"
-Inscription on the r<"'v

Westm in ster  Abbey  is one of the most v êjjgi 
of buildings. Apart altogether from it® ^  \s $  
aspeot, it is rich with historic association.  ̂
last resting-place of many famous mon, fotfi.i 
rank and creed, and of no creed, and ev of < « 5

It contains tho bones
ti®ts’ (¡e“Darwin, one of tho greatest of Boiontisj'®’ ^  

august name towers over the other celebrit g0jy
there. One name alone surpasses bis; b 
- i - i . ------------------ ... OL- , ----------- his do81^ ,# ’

a

statue represents Shakespeare, whilst his 
Stratford-on-Avon the central spot of * ^
idolatry.olatry. , heoO JLl

The Abbey is to England what the I,fln y, f 
•ance, what tho Valhalla is to Gorm .cflj f 

Santa Croce is to Italy. Yet, owing to c cO^l 
judice, it is but an imperfect and irrego*  ̂cl '̂ (l 
morator of greatness. A building from 
hostility excluded Byron, Shelley, ( fi3 
Gibbon, Keats, and Burton, while many °

0rfame sleep within its precincts, harm* oI, 1 
i bo regarded as tho Mecca of tho Angl°' 
Westminster Abbey holds tho dust of o -fl0S ns1 

a mere rake. It immortalises such $
Oldfield, Susannah Cibber, Hannah l *1 {0\)0° ^  
Anno Bracegirdle. It throws a . 0dgbt®1' 
memory of John Broughton, tho prm°'
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tw Ĉ /10s bones of Aphra Behn and Tom Brown, 
in iu meanest and most contemptible scribblers 

he English language.
de ?'0 Abbey should be the Valhalla of our greatest 
n ‘ H_we except about a hundred of real emi- 
obs°e’ ^ *s crowded with the tombs of the illustrious 

Qre. For every eminent name inscribed on its 
intnuinen ŝ there are a score of nonentities either 

®rred or commemorated within its walls. 
bot;U 'Vas Nels°n’s wish to be buried in the Abbey, 
witWi!ther ôr him wbo made the world resound 
ljn , t0e splendid tumult of his deeds, nor for Wel- 
to bo°?’ Hctor of a hundred battles, was room 
hone ■ *?d’ f°r hhe Abbey must find space for the 
w>vea 0wn dead clergy and sometimes of their

ey° ne J^arvels at the monuments which meet the 
^hath een°hapb justly raised to the Earl of 
w0rfra®> which proudly declares that he “ was 
the CQ| F° resh near the dust of kings,” is jostled by 
doebti °S8ad monument to three of Rodney’s captains, 
to sunk88 Worfchy individuals, but possessing no claim 

Thi fx r̂eme honor.
the 8k *a9t-named monstrosity was long thrown in 
comm ad°’ however, by the prodigious mass which 
^yrrenni°ra ê<̂  the peaceful death of Admiral 
% earj' Hard by rests Sir Cloudesley Shorel, 
Iyrreun£ the eternal buckle of a long periwig.” 
t° h0 .and Shorel were brave m en; but what is 
never hU ^°r Generals Fleming and Hargrave, who 
one of J?ard.a sh°h whistle in anger ? Hargrave was 
thoaehf. t richest men of his day. The clergy, who 
great p A.saao W atts, Mason, and Shadwell very 
tary nob d D° 8Crn?^e *n honoring this mili

Hargrave’s burial roused much indig- 
The monument was by Roubilliac, and

«ation.
H en

saw it ne said: “ l und in 
memorials erected to several great men. 

t6tUem'htnei these great men I forget, but I 
sorne ° f at kittle Roubilliac carved the tombs." 

The Cn, °.. the inscriptions, too, are in bad taste.
 ̂t'lC VflfYlQvIro ftp 4-l\ft fi. vir.t ’T\nftV*ftnn ftp 1\T ft »il

Abbe,, Goldsmith saw it he said : “ I find in the
Th erected to several

V o QeT18ti10 remarks of 
C°bgreve by 8- e gazedthe

the first Duchess of Marl 
on the epitaph erected to 

, ~J wut3 second duchess, with whom Con- 
Wml , d been intimate, might have been uttered 
anj r S .  The epitaph alludes to the happiness 
intern°n°r the second duchess had enjoyed in her 
8Cornf° nFse w^h Congreve. “ Happiness, perhaps, 
say n. u y ejaculated the Dowager, “ but the less wo 

To «I honor the better.”
great V®? the Abbey on a level with the wants of a 
a a» .?at>on. it .u .  ----------- “*PreinT°n>ifc should not be the private property of 
Shonls k1Ced and purblind priesthood. m’
ana ‘„ >  th e — ----------

is wnQfk °dy *8 hy no means a fit judge as to 
r00f ay to rest under the Abbey’s time 

(a .nded q '• be °ier8y dare not admit that they 
t»6l.r bein„ ^nburne and Meredith on account of

They hypocritically pre
crowded, and quietly find 

-jb . —».waoeu wifo of one of their own arch- 
q tbi
m i^ ig h t? ?  Bh°uld bo written the whole history 
bCqj ty dead Here should he garnered the
of toured Pin • der the present regime the Abbey’s 
Me* archH r'68 throw their shade over the tomb 
bofo th, t w o ^ ’8 wife> whilet Swinburne and 

01 H a t Rk . t he  greatest geniuses, are excluded 
8h°uld be the British Valhalla.

Vf.udant Gr een .

possession of the
The Abbey 

nation. A narrow

¿ r 1l r b e i n » w  r n e  a n dH i  that1kPre0thinkers. 
r H  for\hh8/ bbey is too 

°̂on8 deceased wife

G° o d  w o r k s — n o t  f a i t h .
Htak-“? 9 preacher likes to tell tU'anlf  nnlsed his traiuC f c  the “ doth.» This other parson miss

u t ay because ho relied on his watch. lookea dismally 
«te, the fBcaicely believe it,” ho said, ^  { ith iu that
W e ft ttam fo* disappearing. “ I had suen ^

thisTs6«’ lk 8cmns to mo,” remarked his t0'”Pa »_K<i«*ns 
S  for good works rather than for faith.

National Secular Society’s Conference.

T H E  A N N U A L  R E P O R T .
R ead by  th e  P resid en t .

It is advisable to remind all who hear or may afterwards 
read this Report, as well as all who hear or may afterwards 
read the Balance Sheet, that neither covers nor represents 
all the activities of the Secular movement. The Executive 
iu London does its own special work, but all the Branches 
throughout the country are autonomous, doing their own 
work, and collecting and expending their own funds. More
over, a great deal is done now—officially apart from the 
N. S. S. altogether—by the Secular Society, Ltd., the incor
porated body which was brought into existence in 1898 for 
the purpose of acquiring funds, by bequest and otherwise, 
and holding and expending the same for the Secular 
purposes set forth in its Memorandum of Association.

During the past year your Executive received handsome 
financial assistance from the Secular Society, Ltd. Not so 
large, it is true, as during the former year; but that was the 
year of the “ blasphemy ” prosecution, with its exceptional 
demand on the party’s resources. Branches of the N. S. S. 
have also received a good deal of assistance from the same 
quarter ; although these amounts, of course, do not appear in 
the London Executive's Balance-sheet.

There has been nothing particularly exciting in the past 
year’s history. Steady work has been done through the 
regular machinery. Audiences at Freethought lectures have 
been well maintained, and in some instances much improved. 
I t  is also gratifying to learn that the Freethinker, which is 
edited by your President, and contributed to by several of 
your Vice-Presidents, has maintained the improved circula
tion it secured during recent years, and promises to advance 
again as soon as the general trade depression shows signs of 
abating.

Your Executive has to acknowledge with thanks the 
receipt of ¡£42 12s. 6d. from the editor of the Freethinker, 
being one half the amount of the “ Shilling Month” Fund 
raised by him during April.

With the growth of Freethought in so many directions— 
even inside the Churches—there is less and less discussion, 
and public debates are almost a thing of the past. The 
clergy appear to recognise that encounters of that kind do 
their cause far more harm than good. Nevertheless one 
public debate occurred in a remote part of the county of 
Durham, where Mr. C. Cohen very ably defended Secularism 
against a locally well-known Christian representative.

Taking the metropolis first in the general survey, it is to 
be noted that, in addition to the regular outdoor propaganda 
carried on by the London Branches during the summer of 
1908, highly successful open-air Demonstrations were held 
in Victoria Park, Regent’s Park, and Parliament Hill Fields. 
These great gatherings, for such they were, were addressed 
by Messrs. Foote, Cohen, Davies, Moss, and Heaford. 
Thanks are due to Mr. E. Wilson who provided a platform 
on each occasion in the form of a brake with a fine pair of 
horses. Under the financial auspices of the Secular Society, 
Ltd., courses of Sunday lectures have been delivered at 
Shoreditch Town Hall, tho St. Pancras Public Baths, Strat
ford Town Hall, and Woolwich Co-operative Hall. The last 
hall was secured instead of the Woolwich Town Hall, where 
provious large meetings had incensed the bigots, who 
gathered their forces together on tho Town Council, and 
passed a resolution debarring the Secularists from the use 
of a municipal building which bolongs as much to them, as 
ratepayers, as it does to the Christians in tho borough.

A noticeable characteristic of all these courses of lectures 
was that tho audiences went on improving—and the smallest 
of them wore really largo, and would have gladdened tho 
heart of almost any orthodox preacher in the neighborhood.

Courses of Sunday lectures, delivered by the President, 
have taken place also at Queen’s Hall, an old familiar spot, 
and at the beautiful now St. Jam es’s Hall, which is the last 
thing in public halls in London. The meetings there were 
eminently successful, and an effort will be made to repeat 
and extend them next winter.

Sunday meotings of such a character, in such halls’ would 
liuvo been impossible, and oven unthinkable, twenty years 
ago in London. This is ono of the better signs of the times. 
Yet tho Christian Churches still go on pretending that 
Secularism is a dead cause. They know better, but their 
instinct of self-prosorvatiou prompts them to resort to a 
conspiracy of silonce now that open persecution is becoming 
so increasingly difficult.

Tho Annual Dinnor at tho Holborn Restaurant was a 
splondid success. Occasional social gatherings have also 
boon organised by your Executive at Anderton’s Hotel. The 
object is to bring the Society’s members together in friendly 
intercourse, and make them better acquainted with each 
other. Those functions have been much appreciated. They
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are organised by the Executive because it is the only com
mon machinery through which the various London Branches 
can act.

New Branches of the N. S. S. have been formed at Wood 
Green, Blackburn, Boston, and Liverpool. Of the last two 
of these more will be said presently.

Outside the metropolis a pause must first be made at 
Birmingham. The great propagandist effort in the Town 
Hall there has been continued. With the financial aid of 
the Secular Society, Ltd., the Birmingham Branch organised 
four more Sunday evening lectures in that famous building, 
the use of which was once more obtained by courtesy of the 
Mayor. These lectures were more largely attended than 
ever. Your President led off and wound up the course, and 
the two intervening lectures were delivered by Mr. Cohen 
and Mr. Lloyd, who both had better meetings than they 
ever had in Birmingham before. The President’s final 
meetings were remarkably large and enthusiastic. Yet 
nothing is due to the Birmingham press, which continued to 
ignore the Town Hall meetings until silence began to be 
quite too ridiculous. After the President’s final meetings 
the Birmingham press woke up, and rubbed its eyes with a 
“ Dear me 1 ” look, and admitted that the Secularists were 
making wonderful progress. It  is pleasant to add that, 
again by courtesy of the Lord Mayor, the Birmingham 
Branch has secured the use of the Town Hall for a further 
series of meetings next winter.

There is little to report from the West and South of 
England, which sadly needs a Freethought revival, and 
might get it if a few Freethinkers in half-a-dozen of the 
larger towns would only bestir themselves a little—leaving 
the Executive (for the present) to do all the rest. Bristol has 
been inexplicably quiescent, but is just showing signs of 
fresh activity. Passing along to South Wales, it is to be 
noticed that the Aberdare Branch continues to do gallant 
work, acting as a centre for the whole district. Its members 
are a handful of working men, and their constant devotion 
merits the highest praise.

From Wales to Scotland is a big leap. In the latter 
country the Glasgow Branch is still vigorously flourishing, 
with a good membership, ample funds, and large audiences. 
Under its auspices, lectures have been delivered in neigh
boring towns by Messrs. Cohen and Lloyd. The Edinburgh 
Branch has also been doing good work, mainly through out
door meetings. There is talk of doing something at Dundee, 
which contains a good many readers of the Freethinker. 
coming farther south, the Newcastle and South Shields 
Branches are found ; but trade depression has been very 
unpropitious to Freethought propaganda on the Tyneside 
during the past year. The Newcastle Branch organised the 
public debate in which Mr. Cohen took part at Auckland ; 
an interesting experiment considering the thirty miles 
between the two places.

Yorkshire and South Lancashire did not adequately sup
port the Wishart mission, which tlio Executive, after several 
hesitations, was finally obliged to drop. Manchester has a 
Branch and a Hall, where the President has had his usual 
largo audiences during the winter. But tho audiences have 
not been satisfactory on other occasions, and a fresh effort 
is requisite in tho midst of that vast population.

Eastward, at Boston, where a Branch has lately been estab
lished, tho lecturing activity of Mr. Joseph Bates—leading 
to the interference of the police and his imprisonment for 
“ obstruction ”—brought him into prominence. Some weeks 
ago tho local bigots succeeded in getting him ousted from 
his employment, and in order that tho movement might not 
bo summarily extinguished there Mr. Bates was engaged by 
the Secular Socioty, Ltd., to do missionary work in the dis
trict. Tho experiment is too young at present, however, for 
any but the most speculative forecast.

Liverpool, which had for some time boon a storm-contre, 
is happily settling down in peace and harmony for a success
ful future. The late Branch which, for several roasons, had 
fallen into a chaotic condition, was wound up by tho Execu
tive, with a view to uniting all the activo and useful 
elements of Froethought in tho city in an entiroly now 
Branch. This effort at unity has given a great deal of work 
and some anxiety to its chief promoters, but it is succeeding 
admirably. Men and women of real good will—who have 
no wish to rake up the embers of old differences—are 
steadily flowing into the now Branch ; and it is probable 
that in another twelve months tho “ old unhappy far-off 
things ” will bo practically forgotten. A few persons of 
mercilessly morbid memories may try to prevent this fortu
nate consummation, but tho common sense and good fooling 
of tho overwhelming majority are bound to triumph.

Sporadic cases of intoloranco show that much remains 
to bo done before froodom of thought can bo a reality in 
England. Tho caso of Boston has already boon roforrod to. 
At Camberwell, in London, tho Freethinker, on a most hypo
critical pretence, has boon thrown out of tho Froo Libraries’ 
reading-rooms. This act of bigotry has tho cheorful support

of the local Free Church Council; which enables one 
judge how far the Nonconformists really love liberty— . 
it does not happen to be their own. A large protest mee»111® 
against this intolerance was held, and energetic action , 
taken against it by Mr. Councillor Moss, but he was vot 
down by the mechanical majority of his fellow Council«? ‘ 
Here at Liverpool a kind of battle has been going on beni 
the scenes. The Tivoli Theatre was engaged for the eV0 j 
ing public meeting in connection with this Conference, 
the police and the licensing magistrates, acting arbit^ • 
and not legally, tried to upset the arrangement, and» ' 
succeeded to the extent of terrorising the lessee, 'wh° 
ported that they would not grant him permission for % 
Secularist meeting on Whit-Sunday. They pretended  ̂
desire to prevent Sunday meetings, but they permitted 
Tivoli Theatre to be used on Sunday evening by the Zion1■ 1 
and General Booth, and Mr. T. P. O’Connor. Sunday ® 
ings were, apparently, only objectionable when be"* j 
Secularists. Happily the Committee of the Libraries 
Art Galleries were a more civilised body—as is not exa

ty

unnatural, and the use of the Picton Hall was granted
in the nick of time—thanks very largely to tho tac , 
enery of Mr. John Hammond, the President of the u 
Liverpool Branch. D jo

During the past year the Education question has b6̂ ,,. 
the front again. The Government introduced its bHifri ̂ oDJ. 
cation Bill. It  was based on the same old impossible j( 
promise ” and it met with the fate of its predecessor',^ 
was ignominiously dropped. The Minister of Educ ^  
lamented that no agreement could be reached by 
Churches. This may be taken as absolutely settled. ® ^  
Education, therefore, is the only feasible policy, -yi 0( 
been admitted by the President of the National Gn 
Teachers. It has been reaffirmed by the Trade Union 
gress. It was also asserted by a public demons* 9>8 
convened by the Secular Education League, at St. J -« 
Hall, with Lord Weardale in the chair. Your Preside11oo the

fie«’one of the speakers at that demonstration. He sits  ̂
League’3 Executive, and is supported there by ono of y°n 
Presidents, Mr. C. Cohen. It is pleasant to state g^cu- 
get on very well with the Christian members of the 
tive. Such is the binding force of a common princtp ‘ 9t 

It is customary in this Annual Report to give a g yjce- 
Freethought in other parts of the world. One of y° . $0 
presidents, Mr. W. W. Collins, is still lecturing  ̂ m  
Antipodes and conducting a well-written journal ca 0> 
Exam iner. There seems to bo a considerable sp 
Freethought in South Africa, where a good deal o } 0f 
thought literature is circulated. The Latin E e F . ^  aud 
South America are largely permeated with Posit* ¡̂¡¡g 
Secular ideas. In the United States there is no com #ro)i 
figure to fill the place of Ingersoll, but tho country st b| 
with a variety of Freethought periodicals, which :0at^  
producing no mean effect. The oldest Froethougb* J g it 
in the United States, tho Trutheceker, is bravely 
own under the able management of Mr. George * ĝtf'
In Canada the monthly magazine called Secular i  ir|cs * 
still issued by Mr. Ellis at Toronto. In all the eo rapi<w 
Europe, including Russia, Freethought is spreading 0j {t 
It is well-known that most of tho principal lead j  a c$  
Young Turks are Freethinkers. Franco has effoc  ̂ [itt?Franco has l .

Church and State, 
remains to bo done to accomplish tho absolute sec anot ,!Si 
of national life in the land of Voltaire. In  ̂ jjfus06j  
International Freothought Congress is to bo held a ^  
at which the National Secular Society will no do

to

pleto separation between

represented.
During tho past year one figuro well known

th^Atfantio ^  A™er‘ca> and not unknown on this 
edited the r  disappeared. Mr. E. M. Macdon  ̂
edited tho Truthseeker for so many yearn —■ a %
great practical ability and sterling character, |
will long bo felt. Hore in England, though „ngu “ ¡un0 e,
organised Freethought party, death has boon bn®

Algernon Charles ^ fe 
■ Goorgo^ ^

9 tf.l

distinguished Freethinkers.
the poot, was a thoroughgoing Athoist. — ¡D 
the poet and novelist, was tho first of Humanis • 
porary English literature. Only a few wee 1 ^ 0 s°f. 
death ho sont a cheque, with his name, towards 
of the most pronouncod Freethought paper ,s W  rf
This is perhaps tho most notablo fact of tho y j,0
Its significance is far-reaching, as will some ‘o0gfa gl*'! 
nised. Meanwhile the Secular cause is to bo o befo^ ji 
on winning tho countenance of ono who, for jpo 
doath, was incontestably tho greatest figuro in ¡p
letters in this country. ,, 0

Nino days after this Conference occurs yo0r 
anniversary of tho death of Thomas Paine. gj. 
tivo is organising a celebration of that event ¡¡pi 
Hall, in London. No doubt thoro will bo a cr a;og 
anco. In addition to tho N. S. S. speakers,lD® j j 0 i f  
Cohen, Davies, and Foote, thero will bo ou
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jj pUd!?8 Mrs. Bradlaugli Bonner, Mr. George Greenwood, 
te a' ^ r' ? erbert Burrows, and Mr. Harry Snell. It will not 
alUue°tarian gathering. It will represent, as far as possible, 
f0t, . 0 really admire Thomas Paine and are sincerely grateful 
AD(j 18 splendid services to the cause of human liberation, 
of y tbls report may well close with the remembrance 
Pess ®P̂ e°did and effective soldier of freedom and pro- 
f0urj(-j ''I '0 first pleaded for the “ Bights of Man ” and then 
“Arre ** tb°y could not be achieved except through the 
iustlfi ° ■ ®eason-” That discovery of his stands as the 
Every a^°n Hm National Secular Society’s existence. 
To f °̂ ber liberty ultimately depends on mental liberty. 
eVoiutSe s'gBt of this fact is to lose sight cf the course of 
ta0v 'ou > acd the practical result is a succession of sterile 
break - f , ’ wbich keep the word of promise to the ear and 

6ak >* to the hope.

God was content with the ape;
That his mean climax, his goal.

Man took that bestial shape,
Made it divine with a soul.

So with this soul to aspire,
Onward this Supra-God goes.

Which is the nobler, the higher—
God, who broke off at the briar ;

Man, who created the rose ?
— Sydney Bulletin.

Correspondence.

SOCIALISM AND TH E CHURCHES

God and Supra-God.

By A r t h u r  H. A d a m s .

L ono at his forge of the world,
God labored on in the dark,

Till from his anvil was hurled,
Redly rebellious, a spark.

Clumsy, this blacksmith, and blind, 
Hammering vaguely his plan,

Till from one stroke undesigned,
Forging, haphazard, a Mind,

He had made possible—Man.

Still on his crude work intent,
Toil-worn and feeble and old,

God on his fumbling way went,
Making and breaking each mould. 

Uni-cell, starfish and germ 
Passed in and out of his dream, 

Plesiosaurus and worm—
Each did its work for its term,

None of them finished his scheme.

But ’mid the debris cast out,
Glowed tho red eye of the spark. 

Coming the old gods to flout,
Smouldering lone in tho dark,

Fiercely contemptuous, Man,
Flung in his corner unseen,

His new creation began, 
look up the clumsy old plan,

Fashioned the wheel, tho machino

Slowly a new world took shape,
Bettering God’s dim design;

He was content with the grape;
Man found within it the wine 1 

merely scattered the seed,
Thankful his work was comploto,

Fiji from that chaos of weed 
BjB k*a imperious need 
Man, the creator, brought wheat.

Bis task with a sigh 
lo  this strange god he had niado,

°rn ?aw Uim build to the sky 
Irmmphs he never essayed, 

aving evolved him tho horse, 
od drowsed again in his dream 

Wikb Bis worship of forco,
, ^ b  b' 8 Hod-like resource, 

Multiplied it into steam.
°io God’s chaos of pain

Mad*1-!0^ ? 6 to build and completo;
.with Justice moro sano 

FimV ° ^ w*th Pity moro sweet.
T nln̂ - a 'v°rlfl but half-hewed,

Into +i -Û  tbo kindlier half,
Strode n  anlVcrso crude- 

Mau dlvmity rudo
1 'vBo created tho Laugh

LifW|k,Bia woman, a clod,
Made i, b®F UP to Bis sido ; 

kotiu ^ T ’ lik0 a 8°d’
Boots a n d T  cV‘aa]tlty. Prido.

Cum,- r̂ouBadors long 
Btytnmo i y mado Ber their thomo,
TiH slui vT°r away from all wrong, 

1'eerlessCai n° as tbcir 80n8 ;8’ BBo stepped from their dream

TO THE ED ITO R OF “  TH E F R E E T H IN K E R .”

Sir,—Perhaps you would allow me, as an Atheist and a 
Socialist, to express my opinion, which is not quite in 
agreement with yours.

I  cannot say what would happen if men were logical; 
but, being what they are, Freethinkers are able to be 
Conservatives or Liberals or Socialists, as Balfour, John 
Morley (I can’t remember his new-titled name), and Robert 
Blatchford show. Also, Christians are able to be Socialists 
and anti-Socialists, to be Conservatives, Liberals, and 
Laborites. In short, the commonplace statement that 
politics and economics on the one side, and religion on the 
other, are two kinds of things, seems to be in accordance 
with experience.

Hence, I  favor the cold-shouldering of men who must 
attack Christianity when speaking for Socialist bodies, just 
as you probably would not tolerate Secularist speakers at 
your meetings who spent long in explaining Socialism.

I  believe I  am right in saying that some prominent Free
thinkers are Individualists. In my opinion, their failure to 
understand the importance of a change in the economic 
structure of society, and their over-estimation of personal 
intellectualism as displayed in arguing about the nature of 
the universe, as well as their contempt for that enthusiasm 
which grows up in a body of people organised to attain what 
they believe to be a great aim (whether their aim is quite 
correctly seen by them or not)—these Individualist feelings 
on the part of some old-fashioned and too-rational Free
thinkers seem to me a danger to the progress of Free- 
thought.

I  hope the Freethinker  will be able to find room for these 
remarks. I  have sometimes found Freethinkers intolerant 
when the modern sin against the Holy Ghost—which is any 
attack on property—was at all hinted at.

Arthur D. L ewis.

[This correspondent docs not appear to see that his fourth 
paragraph invites a discussion of Socialism and Individualism in 
the Freethinker. Tho fifth paragraph is of the same character. 
But we are not easily caught napping.—E ditor.]

Freethinkers’ Wedding in Walworth.

We have tho ploasuro to record a most charming wedding in 
South London. On Thursday last, May 27, at the Town 
Hall, Walworth-road, Mr. Robert Henry Side, eldest grand
son of tho Grand Old Man, Mr. R. H. Side, was married to 
Miss Ethel K. Pennoy, in the presence of a very large 
gathering of the membors of the families. The breakfast 
was beautifully and most amply provided by Mr. and Mrs. 
Erie Douglas Side, who most kindly grant the use of their 
house for all important family meetings. In proposing 
succoss and prosperity to tho bride and bridegroom, tho 
veteran grandfather stated that ho attributed his eighty-five 
years of good health and success mainly to tho fact that ho 
had been a total abstainer all his life, and begged the newly 
married couple not to allow intoxicants into their house. 
Followed by showers of good wishes, the happy pair departed 
for tho I bIo of Wight.

How oft around tho well my Soul would grope 
Athirst; but lo my pail was without rope.
I  criod for Water and the deep dark Well 
Echoed my wailing cry, but not my hope.

— Abu’l A la (A rabicpoet).
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, esc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday 
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
Outdoor.

B ethnal Green B ranch N. S. S. (Victoria Park, near the 
Fountain): 3.15 and 6.15, F . A. Davies, “ Thomas Paine.” 

Camberwell B ranch N. S. S. (Brockwell Park): 3.15 and 6, 
Messrs. C. Cohen and A. B. Moss, Lectures.

K ingsland B ranch N. S. S. (Ridley-road). 11.30, F . Schaller, 
"Science v. Bible.”

North L ondon B ranch N. S. S. (Parliament Hill, Hampstead): 
3.30 and 6, Lectures.

W est H am B ranch N. S. S. (Outside Maryland Point Station, 
Stratford): 7, J .  W. Marshall, “ Atheism a True Aspect of Life.” 

W ood Green B ranch N. S. S. (Spouters’ Corner) : 11, a 
Lecture.

W oolwich B ranch N. S. S. Beresford-square) : 11.30, a Lecture.

COUNTRY.
Outdoor.

D alkeith (High-street): Saturday, June 5, at 7, N. Levy, 
“ The Flood.”

E dinburgh S ecular S ociety : Leith Links, 2.30, a Lecture; 
The Mound, 6.30, a Lecture.

L ivebbool B ranch N*. S. S. (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square) :
7, H. Percy Ward, “ The Hundredth Anniversary of the Death 
of Thomas Paine.” Wednesday, June 9, at 8 (Edge-hill Lamp), 
Mr. Ward, a Lecture.

W igan B ranch N. S. S. (Market-square): Monday, June 7, at
8, H. Percy Ward, a Lecture;

R E D U C E D  P R IC E S .

Did Jesus Christ Rise from the Dead? By 
Saladin. The evidences of the Resurrection found 
wanting. Post free 7d.

The Bible Against Itself. Post free 4d.
Is Christianity a Forgery ? Is English His

tory a Fraud? Post free 4d.
The Origin of the Christian Church. Post 

free 6d.
The Bible in Rhyme. Very Comical. Post 

free 6d.
Did Jesus Christ of the Four Gospels Ever 

Live? By E rnest P ack. Just out. A splendid 
propagandist pamphlet. Selling like hot cakes. 
Pobt free l^d.

A popular collection of miscellaneous pamphlets. 
Post free Is. 3d.
A complete Catalogue will he sent, post free, on application.

W. S T E W A R T  & CO.,
210 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.

BUSINESS CARDS.
Short advertisements are inserted under this heading at the r 
of 2s. per half inch and 3s. 6d. per inch. No advertise» 
under this heading can he less than 2s. or extend bcyon“ 

inch. Special terms for several continuous insertions.

FREETHOUGHT BADGES.—The new N. S. S. Badge for
nishes an excellent method of introduction to Freetbiu’ 
The design is the French Freethinkers emblem—a single Pa 
fiower—button shape, with strong pin. Frice 2d., postage 
Reduction for 6 or more.—N. S. S. Secretary, 2 Newcs 
street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

H. S. WISHART (N. S. S., C. F., and I. L. B). adj0°r 
cate of Freethought and Humanism, ope“ , j 
lectures, debates, or missions on Freet/bouS ' 
Atheism, Socialism, and Humanism. For da . 1
etc., apply 22 Sandhurst-avenue, Harehills, Leefa

11 We have received from the Pioneer Press a copy of a re jjCn. 
able book, entitled Ralph Cricklewood, by Stephen Fitz-S 
It gives a very vivid account of the mental evolution of a c. fas

at many of his former rc °  ̂
Wo think we are betrayer, 

experience of the ® , t

man, who is convinced by study that many of his former 
beliefs are not founded on fact, 
secret in saying this is the actual experience of
Persons of all shades of religious belief, and no religious tte 
all, may derive much intellectual benefit from a perusa 
book.”—John Bull.

Ralph Cricklewood,
A Twentieth Century Critical and Ra^0'1 

Expose of Christian Mythology-
(In the F orm oe a Novel.)

B y  S T E P H E N  F IT Z -S T E P H ® 1*’
A Well-Wisher of the Human Family■

3 8 8  pages, cloth . P rice  3s.
Post Free.

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle-streot, Farringdon-stree

Natural Religion
OK

T H E  S E C R E T  OF ALL T H E  CRE
£ 0 5'

BY

PAMPHLETS by C. COHEN.
Foreign Missions their Dangers and

Delusions ... ... ••• ••• 3d.
Full of facts and figures.

An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics ... 6d.
Principles of ethics, based on the doctrine of Evolution;

Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity.. Id. 
Christianity and Social Ethics ... Id. 
Pain and Providence ... ... ... Id.

T he Pioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.O

DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH
BY

G. W, FOOTE.
Being a Threo Hours’ Address to the J  ury before the Lord 

Chief Justice of England, in answor to an Indictment 
for Blasphemy, on April 24, 1883.

With Special P reface and many Footnotes.

Price FOURPENCE. Post free FIYEPENCE.

F . J .  B .
,lí¡),

■eat * om0.
Being an abbreviated rendering in English of the g j79-b. ¡¡¡¡I 
Dupuis, L'Origine de tvus les Cullen, first published 1. 
which Robert Taylor, Logan Mitchell, and other a . j ĵic , 
exponents of Christianity have so largely drawn. -*-.g|.jtkjiity'„ d 
thoroughly explains the astronomical origin of Ch110 w'ill "1 *1  -1 1__„ i-n rWl . * ,manner which everyone may essily understand. 
tV’° deepest interest to Freeth'"1' “*-0 »"d an as _„,i W 
opener to orthodox Christians

ìli«
the deepest interest to Freethinkers and an ?Li^
ope
inclusion of three important plates from Dupuis, fo1

Its value is enban^d ( f
............................... ................................_  , r e P ^
difficulty) on India paper, which will not break 'v  ̂ ^

Bound in Cloth. P rice  Two
Postago Twopenco Extra.

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Nowcastlo-stroet, Earring^0

F L O W E R S  or F R E E T H O t f
By G. W . FOOTE- ,

First Sorles, doth • ‘ " 20- ‘ i
Seoond Borios, cloth ■ «¡0r*f

Contains scores of ontortaining and

6 J  , /

Articles on a groat varioty of Froethougbt top*00- 

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle-streot, Farri»!.1
rJO»

T en P ioneer P ress, 2 Nowcaatlo-atroot, Farringdon-stroot, E.O.
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T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y ,
LIMITED

Oompanp L im ited  bp Guarantee

Regietered Office— 2 NEWCASTLE STR EET, LONDON, B.O. 

C hairm an o f  B oard  o f  Direotore— Mi. O. W. FOOTE 

Bearetarp— B. M. VANCE (Miss),

'Ll!1
w-»a o.'mod in 1698 to »Cord legal security to the 

Xh0 a an(* »pplioation ol lands for Soonlar purposes.
Objeotg am°ranflum of Association sets forth that the Booiety's 

bfl k’— Promote the principle that human oonduot 
a*tursih 3ê  opon natural knowledge, and not upon super- 
6a4 of alf an<* *kat huraan welfare in this world is the proper 

°̂Proni t '°nSbt Bnd aotion. To promote freedom of inquiry. 
Plate a.  0 , “reversal Seoular Education. To promote the oom- 
!®wlal juj t aatl°n of the State, etc., eto. And to do all suoh 
°0̂ ireoei 9 aa are oonduoive to suoh objeots. Also to have, 
it*)equeathe!ian  ̂retain anY anma of money paid, given, devised, 
">e PurnnJ od by any person, and to employ the same for any of 

i K “ °l the Society.
¡houlj ever  ̂ °* mea,f>ers 18 limited to £1, in oase tho Sooiety 
"ahilitigĝ  be wonn3 up and the assets were insufficient to oover 

êmb0T'a raoa* nnlikely oontingenoy. 
yoarlv .„u8 ®ay an ontranoo foe of ten shillings, and a subsequent 
, The &  pul0n 01 flve 8hilli“8a-‘arger nn'e,”y baa a considerable number of members, but a muoh 
Mned am-.“0r *a desirable, and it is hoped that some will be 
' '”'*‘iiolrmfng,a‘ *boae who read this announcement. All who join
!!’ ,8soaroea n *he control of its business and the trusteeship of 
;!°® that no * ** *a exPressly provided in the Artioles of Assooia- 
, Sooietv ^ lmber> aa auoh, shall derivo any sort of profit from 

'’ ay what Br **y way 0 dividend, bonus, or interest, or in
■m9 So r" 'D,Br-

bheotota 0 ®ty'a affairs aro managed by an oleoted Board of 
,9lve m: m“naia«ng °f not less than flve and not more than 

ers, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) eaoh year,

but are oapablo of re-election. An Annual General Meeting of 
mombers must bo held in London, to reoelve the Report, elect 
new Directors, and transaot any other business that may arises,

Being a duly registered body, the Seonlar Society, Limited- 
can reoeive donations and bequests with absolute security. 
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to make 
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society's favor in their 
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension. 
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The executors 
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary course of 
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in 
oonneotion with any of the wills by whioh the Sooiety has 
already been benefited.

The Society's solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battoook 23 
Rood-lane, Fenohurch-street, London, E.O.

A form of Beiuett.—The following is a sufficient form of 
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators :—M I give and
" bequeath to the Seoular Sooiety, Limited, the sum of £ -----
” free from Legacy Duty, and I direot that a receipt signed by 
"two members of the Board of the said Booiety and the Secretary 
"thereof shall be a good discharge to my Exeoutors for the 
" said Legaoy.”

Friends of the Sooiety who have remembered it in their willls 
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary of 
the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will 
(if desired) treat it aB striotly confidential. This is not neoeBEary. 
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get loBt or mislaid, and 
their oontentB have to be established by competent testimony.

^ndep the Ban of the London County Council.
T H E P O P U L A R  E D I T I O N

(Revised and Enlarged)

( (
OF

BIBLE ROMANCES”
BY

G. W. FOOTE.
With a Portrait of the Author

^Ptional abilitieiM^“ ,̂ar says:— " Mr‘ G W. Footo, chairman of tho Socular Socioty, is well known as a man of 
6j(atged edition  ̂ ^ 'a B*Me Romance» havo had a largo salo in tho original edition. A popular, revised, and 
of hL’ ^°udon f a'  Pr*co of 6d., has now boon published by tho Pionoer Press, 2 Nowcastlo-stroot, Farringdon- 

°doru onin’; ° r *be ®ocular Society. Thus, within tho roach of almost ovoryono, tho ripest thought of tho loaders 
aro being placed from day to day.”

Large Double-Column Pages, Good Print, Good Paper

isEpi S I X P E N C E — N E T
°N E E R  PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.

* ^■hiscences of Charles Bradlaugh
BY

ïh e .  
the > s t G. W. FOOTE.

of r̂°afc “ Icon^f ^ rng ever written about Bradlaugh. Mr. Foote’s personal recollections of 
k  eath, aD(j 0clast ” during many exciting yoars, with a pago on his attitude in tho presence 
' y t w  an account of his last appearance as Prosidont of tho National Secular Society.

s HED at six p e n c e , r ed u ced  to tw o p e n c e .
TRl<; i*IOR (Postago Halfpenny.)

pREss, 2 Ne w c a s t l e  s t r e e t , f a r r in g d o n  s t r e e t , L o n d o n , e .c .
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THE PAINE CENTENARY.  

Great Celebration Meeting
OF THE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEATH 0f

THOMAS PAINE
WILL BE HELD IN TIIE BEAUTIFUL NEW

ST. J A M E S ’ S HALL,
G R E A T  P O R T L A N D  S T R E E T ,  L O N D O N ,  W

ON

Tuesday Evening, June 8, at 8 o ’clock.

Som e o f the S p e a k e rs :
Mrs. BRADLAUGH-BONNER ; Mr. GEORGE G R E EN W O O D , M.P. ; ^  
H E R B E R T  BURROW S; Mr. HARRY S N E L L ;  Mr. C. C O H E N ;  Mr. A- 

M O S S ; Mr.  F. DAVIES; Mr.  G. W. FOOTE.

Ä11 S e a ts  F ree . Collection tow ard s E xpenses.

Single Suits
AT

Wholesale Prices.

“ Mesars. Whitehouse and Co. have sent us samp c aath°r̂ '' 
boots, and we are bound to say, without posing as »n̂  
on such matters, that they seem to us extremely S00 
the money.”—Freethinker, January 3, 1909.

Catalogue sent post free on application

Advertising is no good unless backed up by 
good value for money.

GEO. JE S S O P  & SON, LTD .,
realise this, and as many readers  
of th e  “ F re e th in k e r” have already  
proved, they  more than fulfil w hat  

they claim to do.

Th,V ’!Busineß»
B0° V

Beal box ca ¿acK' “
golosh j o c k ^  *

If

sisgtes
s isolid leather̂   ̂ S, 
in s te -^ j'o . ,

We have ^

88. 6d., P °st

GENTS.’ Box Calf Boots, Lace or Derby 10/6
i, „ ,, Welted, Lace or Derby l
,, Glace Kid, Lace or Derby 12/6. , i # ‘
,, Tan Willow Calf, Lace or Derby 10/0 an

Send Postcard for
Patterns and Self-measurement Form.

LADIES’ a n d P f $ l .
6/3’

Box Calf Boots, Lace 5/11, Button an“ , 
Glace Kid Boots, Laco or Button 6/11 a 
Tan Glace Kid Boots, Laco 7/11.
Black Glace Shoos, Lace 6/6.

,, ,, Six Bar 6/6.
Tan Glace, Six Bar or Gibson 6/1L

GEO. JESSOP & SON, LTD.,
Clothing M an u factu rers, 

B A T L E Y ,  Y O R K S H I R E .

Please mention this paper.

.ui uooas sent rost m
Foreign Orders must be accompanied by Exlrfl

’ When ordering please enclose postal ordcf 
your requirements

WHITEHOUSE & CO., BOOT FA C T O R S, S T °

post*

OW
/

Printed and Published by the Pioneib Parsa, 2 Newcastle-street, London, E.O.


