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, The great difficulty is always to open peopf s™ &’ [
their feelings, and break their Wy,
Hicult thing is to break their heads.—RUSKXN.

The Betrayal of George Meredith.

i AMfick with disgust. George Meredith has been
oetrajed. Those who surrounded his dead body
, e acted as though he were a mere public enter-
ainer. They have ignored his ideas and convictions.
. e. 8rificed all the world’'s prizes that he might
have secured if he had stooped to win them,
alived a retired life in order to be true to himself
as his genius. He stood aloof from the crowd,

lifh its follies and credulities. His mind was
#e.a ~rm beacon throwing its steady light over
u fI5 seas. This was his attitude to the very
n Yet the moment the breath was out of his
a CaPitulation was made, as if on his behalf, to
Ont>eilerny he had been fighting all his life. The
rJ*age committed at the burial of Swinburne was
fon &> and repeated more outrageously, at the
&Wsal of Meredith. It is enough to make one
w Ningiy believe that the Master was right in
«ate ADg whether the English nation had not
berufo uP°n the downward course to its doom,
thia. e possibility of retrieval. | scarcely think
Cert@'li'raBe would have happened fifty years ago.
teds ~ weold not have happened without pro-
exC e n°hody sees anything wrong in it now,
ko6yj ii,ew heretics who still refuse to bow the

Thif house of Rimmon.
forars°UtraSe imposes on me aduty. | was looking
With a the pleasure of writing calmly, though
~eorpD vital enthusiasm, on the writings of

lhavfi Meredith. But that pleasure must he deferred,
tatetb 8terner task to fulfil now. 1 have to vindi-

i 80ul of George Meredith (if I may use the
8%d.k1-§1b(|)\|d;§/t.ural sense) against those who dese-

Paris*'118 itself i8 but dust in the balance in com-
aastei%i'gli\l}\p*honor and courage. ORY
- TO.
an@aIQIB8 betterthan George fShakespeare him-
"A “«W anfl a co-aid by Ws word

Sticks g Ttand, i
S Sticka %(r)%us “ %Ifellegewgee H er’éﬁwggygﬁj@

4  rage enough for whole re~im” ~ challenge to
tbs I 8entence he penned had , the moral
Cow”ptal laziness, the hypocrlfi-’ gallant flag
f t * ofhis countrymen. And I, at

W 8 Bbould not be lowered ovC. vevor humble it

iw lainbent on doing my share, it stream
m running up that flag and letting
proudly on the wind. .t Meredith’s
Itaer tI8 see what really happe course, at
C fi- actual funeral wnj, °£ coremated
Cemetery. The body had been >vith
"ive3 Q ashes, in a sarcophagus purchased
angels,” were laid in the g huried his

y®ars ago by Meredith wh - angels-
? afar so good—except lor the weepmg ,

Burns wore present. |t Masters
®@aveBa a tew appropriate words respectfully
‘ ~stead of that, they stood resp
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listening to the mouthings of two clergymen—for one
was apparently deemed unequal to the occasion.
Meredith himself had not been to church for any
number of years. He told Mr. Nevineon.in an inter-
view, two or three years back, that he left off going to
church long ago because he was ashamed of what he
heard there. Yet a brace of the black birds, that he
would not listen to when he was living, were brought
to whistle their nonsense over his ashes. The first
part of the ceremony was perpetrated, according to
custom, in the chapel; the concluding part at the
head of the grave. Tbey buried the Master's
“remains” in the sure and certain hope of a glorious
resurrection. Yet they knew, if they knew anything,
that he would have laughed at the idea. And they
also knew, if they knew anything, that Meredith did
not believe in a personal future life, but flatly re-
jected it as a whim of man’s vanity. John Morley
and John Burns knew this, anyhow; and why did
they “ assist ” at that monstrous farce ?

Simultaneously with the burial at DorkiDg a
memorial service was performed at Westminster
Abbey. Dean Robinson had refused to allow Mere-
dith’s ashes to be buried there, but he agreed to the
ceremonial part of such a burial; which looks like
confusion worse oconfounded. Many “ distinguished ”
men and women were present, who ought to have
known better, and the Dean himself was the principal
showman. Various Psalms were sung or read, in-
cluding the thirteenth, twenty-third, fifty-first, and
hundred and thirtieth. Let any sensible admirer of
Meredith read them and see how beautifully they
suited his case. The lesson was the last three
verses of 2 Corinthians iv. And sensible admirers
of Meredith will see how suitable that was too.

Now | am going to prick this hypocritical bubble
in two ways. First of all, | shall show how Meredith
stood towards me; secondly, | shall show from
Meredith’s poems, where he speaks far more in
person than he does in his novels, that he was a
non-supernatural Humanist, without a shred of
belief in the doctrines of Christianity.

I did not intend to say anything more at present
about the relations between Meredith and myself,
whatever | might have said at some future time. It
would have looked too much like trading on his great
name, and | hope | have nothing in common with
the swarm of second-rate notabilities who grind
their little axes on the Master's tombstone. But
there is a time to speak, as well as a time to keep
silence ; and the double outrage at Dorking and at
Westminster Abbey more than excuses my utter-
ance ; it calls upon me to let the truth be known.

The first thing to be said is this. George Meredith
knew me for more than thirty years; we corre-
sponded occasionally during that time, but we never
met. | am the opposite of a tuft-hunter; if 1 may
say so, | am as proud as Lucifer; | never cared to
occupy the Master’s time and attention for my own
enjoyment; moreover, | preferred that any word of
encouragement he might send me should be based
upon my public work, in which case there could be
no doubt whatever as to its value. Only once did I
write to Meredith first; on every other occasion ho
opened the correspondence ; and this again is a fact
of the utmost importance.

| wrote to Meredith first in the middle seventies.
The letter contained nothing about myself. 1 wroie
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as one of his readers remonstrating with him for
what | thought gratuitous difficulties in the way of
people finding him out. He thanked me in his reply,
but put all that gently aside. He staggered me by
referring to what he said was more important.
Ho was sorry that, in my case, the public was
“ neglectful of a brave man,” which he said was
“ worse than negleot of a man of letters.” He had
watched me fighting for Freethought, and | never
knew it. | was proud of his recognition, but I did
not blazon it to the world, | kept it in my heart.

When | started the Liberal, a few years later,
Meredith wrote congratulating me on the pro-
spectus, and stating that he would write for the
magazine if anything occurred to him. An article
from Meredith would have been a feather in my cap,
but I loved the Master more than my own fame, and
I begged him to keep to his own work and leave me
to fight my own battle as I could.

In 1888 | was a prisoner for “ blasphemy.” One
day the Governor kindly brought into my cell a book
that had been sent for me. It was a special favor,
and | thanked him—as | thank him still. In the
story | wrote of my imprisonment | alluded to that
hook. After relating how Gerald Massey sent me
his Natural Genesis, | continued —

“1 was also favored with a presentation copy of
verses by the one writer | most admire, whose genius
I reverenced long before the public and the critics dis-
covered it. It would gratify my vanity rather than my
prudence to reveal his name.”
The much-prized volume was Meredith’'s Poems and
Lyrics of the Joy of Earth, with an autograph inscrip-
tion inside. Of course | have it still.

Meredith wrote me now and then, but I am not
printing all his letters. That is not my object. |
hurry on to another special fact. In the early nine-
ties, the treasurer of a testimonial fund that was
being raised for me received a cheque from George
Meredith. | declined to print his subscription in
the list until he authorised its publication. Meredith
replied that the name should go with the subscrip-
tion when it wa3 “ in recognition of high and constant
courage.” Now there were other courageous men in
England. Why did Meredith go out of his way to
say that of me? It was because of the object for
which | was fighting.

| take a big leap forward to the early part of last
year. Meredith had not written to me for a con-
siderable time. But he had not forgotten me. Far
from it. The new *“ blasphemy” battle was over,
and | was settling down to routine work again,
when another letter came from the Master. The
opening sentences were a delicate invention. He did
not wish to fling the letter at me after such a long
silence, so he made me the medium of conveying his
subscription to the secretary of the Secular Educa-
tion League. The second half of the letter was what
he wanted to say to me. And now | print this letter
in extenso:—

“ Box Hill, Dorking,
February 24, 1908.

The enclosed imposes on your good nature an act to
make amends for my heedlessnoss with papors that come
to me. It is for the funds of the Secular Education
movement—no more than a movement at presont, but
inspiring us with one of the certainties of the proximate
future. In which latter point it does not resemble the
object of your valiant fight, though that is destined for
victory. But it demands a combination of ardor and
patience rarely to bo found. You will have the credit
of it when the day ripons for biography.

Accept my compliments, with the regret for troubling

Dear Mr. Foote—

y°n- Georoe Meredith.”
That letter is explicit enough. It places Meredith’s
attitude beyond all doubt. Finally, a few days after
Swinburne’s death, Meredith sent me a cheque, with
his name for publication, in support of the Free-
thinker. He had not been solicited in any way. |
had not written to him since replying to his letter
of February 24, 1908. It was a perfectly spon-
taneous act on his part. g ~ Footf

(To be concluded.)
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The Crucial Test.

In some circles of society it is the fashion of fk
moment to sing, with amazing gusto, the praises 9
what is proudly called the “ new science.” Exacty
what this “ new science ” is only a few * initlates
know, and these are pledged to eternal secrecy ;
we are confidently assured that it infallibly g}iﬁb
lishes the accuracy of the spiritual interpretation C
life. The curious thing is, however, that the pc°P
who furnish us with this assurance are not thenl
selves scientists, but merely the ohampions of bd®
religious cult or other, with whom the wish is doa
less father to the thought. The scientists kn°”~
better, and laugh to scorn the arrogant pretensi® [
of theological fanatics. In reality the “ new scio”™8
is only another name for the old superstition, k
old science, it is admitted, did good in its day» (s
at last it has come to the end of its powers, and
chief service has consisted in preparing the way 1®
the “ new science,” with its wiser methods a
swifter results. The fact is, we are told, that
prasent there is a deadlock in everything e%’ef’
Theosophy. Twenty years ago Mr. Samuel_ Bo
wrote his famous essay on “ The Deadlock in
winism.” Mr. Butler imagined the deadlock m
interest of his own belief in the presence of 00S‘“g
in evolution. But that great thinker was la*®3*$
under a delusion. Darwinism was not at a dead
twenty years ago, while to-day it is employed &
working hypothesis by practically all scientific)
dents. Equally erroneous is the assertion n0 . (#l
made by certain Western representatives of Orl0 1,
Occultism that there is a deadlock in sciencean s
The truth is that scientists were never so unan*
on essentials, and never so confident of u®lL G
triumph  as ‘they—are just riow. "‘But''science”™ j
out no helping hand to any theology whatsoever
this is the reason why New Theologians and n
sophists falsely declare that the science of
years ago is now extinct while the science of 1
is entirely on their side.

Fanatics never take the trouble to consult
and face their message. They prefer to be S »
by their intuitions, or the light within, an™,8& eier?
arrive at conclusions which are contradicted by
article in the scientific creed. They believe d b™fif
handed down to them from antiquity, the tra 1,
which they have never subjected to any r00 8&®
Indeed, many dogmas cannot be tested. 1j-M
pure inventions which it is impossible ®
seilgusly.  The statement that there exists a~oofaog
Being, out of whom all other beings have m
can neither be proved nor yet disproved. B0 -0d 0
existence of such a Being cannot be aQ 0 ~ ai"
knowledge. God himself being unknown a o0 ¢
knowable;, how infinitely absurd is the doo®;;; -
the Trinity. Equally ridioulous is the beh0™ g
Incarnation, for the very word implies -
thing became flesh which previously was ° of~"'
Virgin births are facts among some very ~°'rjfld
isms; but the births of God-men, as reC° ajyi
mythologies, were not virgin. There wer0 , x
two parents, a human mother and a ~*vinfjjer
According to the Gospels Jesus had both fft . Oyﬂ\N
mother, and so was not V|rg|n -born. But*
idea of a Divine incarnation is unthinkable.,”
unthinkable as the existence of a Divine Oier *
theologies are irrational, nor is it possib '
rationalise them. Divines often speak 0 e is 1
Infinite Intelligence ; but Infinite IntelbgOD 0pfy
unintelligible concept. Finite intelligenceS oQjbilg
tically innumerable ; but the whole of them jjei
would not constitute Infinite Intellig0*00 . e\[e'l]
Infinite Intelligence is inconceivable. ;-
a Divine Being and in a God-man is °°mjT OvOr
is a belief for which no justification wba n
be offered at the bar of reason. , graxO '

Now, Christianity is a religion rooted ac on
in theology. Without its doctrines of BO >
man, the Atonement, and Immortality» 1
nothing. The reality of supernatural P
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g;?v’by of Divine blood shed in atoning sacrifice, the

adr Presence of the Holy Ghost in human hearts
*or e elimination of all evil, these con-

ate]0. e essence of the Christian religion. Such
everyth L ~ “vue>would speedily put an end to
~er *n human I~e that makes for evil and
8ee/’ -an™ it to overflowing with purifying,
Iren 62 InS and elevating influences. This is a point,
ritelvf Wrich the truth of Christianity can be defi-
i’D Has if cleansed humanity of all its
tagi itles and charged it with ideal virtues ? We
k(jee ear in mind that the Deliverer, the Savior, the
 rotieVWv. Sanctifier is God the Son acting
&ijth f «6 Holy Ghost. Jesus is reported to have
den Qat ™ he died on the Cross he would draw all
in the Epistles it was pre-

eath n WOUH re'gn as King over the whole
~nou leaching in St. Paul's the other Sunday,
terais .r>’ft'-H°lland, while claiming, in general
~ee laf Christianity has transformed the world,
ggainorllh . f° admit that appearances are dead

8uch a contention. He said :—

li&T e ~°°h back, look round on this bad, corrupt civi-
eann ,°i to-day, very ignominious, very base, very
°d civMt Dbkeu. We thinkit convicted. Yes; but that
civil;,, 1lsation not yet touched for Christianity ! that
\ekn '0d wbich St. Paul wrote so vehemently ; do
'ts abv” a*aP wbat it meant? Have we ever sounded
edDp 78 *hhunies, its despairs? We know how

often St. Paul's language seems in its
o i 1 e horror and condemnation and wrath. But

Tw exaggerated ?  He knew."

f ~hole extract in the usual, careless, irre

. of the pulpit. In the first place,
ti_ a poor compliment to ru Diving efficacyaal
* Christian Gospel it is to 8 ~ “~ious, very

civilisation of to-day, ver™ “ to be able only
tn eJ ery shame-stricken, "and tb whbat purer
afla®rm that, on the whole, it 18.v:i:sation before
cl ,n°hler than was the Pagan tantamount to
Jffiffiamty touched it1 Ibnot™ fj~ h a s not
beith n8 that the GO8pelt °Dm'world’s salvation?
power of God unto the civilisations
comparison between the t CanoQ aCOept8

Pa®, _no. means fajr and just. ]} literally truhe.
8 picture of the Pagan world as M eray 0

E)Qhuu- b” he says. "“ie wend iR ana Buc; ne
Kailg' But ~ > he smelt it; it stunk in his
huirsp".C Wero there not others who knew, and

iii better, such as Plutarch and Pliny, who
ever Ou”™ much more abundantly than Paul
their he wrote his indictment ? And
n'e>is ulIC, re. °f life, because on the whole favor-
re has n ?ry ignored by the reverend gentleman.
JMd prjrf . one good word to say of the Roman
S e a I—V|\</<t the introduction of @hrlstlanlty. He
ﬁd: AR Bome °f the worst vices, and
nl th680 ~ings may be common enough now,
a® veiv COrstituted their very life ; they were
lty® aps ;fhosPhere |R WM peoplé passéd their
gQ Qoowerless to struggle against
>?n§;‘r'u!h no excuse whatever for so
i8no”~ting the Pagan world, because

’ n° lac i Anform ng the
K P carefully co Ie?@eﬁ@%‘%t-cés % S %ﬁ\%—ing,
trftibure »

[IER}

eaes enon Canon Scott-Holland a

CotrJ~fhe assumption that Pa?iaVfRbeen a signal
Uiu >phriBtianity is proved to ha piowover,
1t0tn the very commenceine <« O been, it
~ula .. anh vile Pagan Rome yoa>, ‘ boa8t, than
Ge X°F RaveDeen Wiliat, 18 £y the WA
49 "~crenP ft°’me in the tenth century. Surely
®C?ry of thn8*?tleman cannot be proud of the
el S eXnRr fitren, B Uit hiz sermbn abbunts in
a\V &tionS n abominations of Chris-
4 thitllO8PherR = Gar "ee”*s are wicked, he says, but
thi setinotl10Puro- Is it? The Canon’s object

Bwhnf if to Plead for the cause of purity,

. athe8ays:-
thatllere is th

kut'?2 N °ld weary sin of tho wicked world
ha9'/ ts ancieQL 80 WeH and it is with us still. It ro-
Geiblo mBP°wecr ; it occupies the old ground ; it
oarces; and all its old crueltios and
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sufferings and iniquities and pains are with us still.
The old Pagan world ! until we can hardly believe that
there has been any change at all. Why is that true ?”

Yes, that is the point: Why is that true ? It would
not, it could not, have been true had the Christ
preached by Canon Scott-Holland ever existed other-
wise than as a creation of the imagination. Adopt-
ing the preacher’s own words, we ask, “ If God can
win, why does he lose ? If sin has been beaten, why
does it win? That is the dreadful inquiry.” The
Canon endeavors to account for the strange situation
by shifting all the blame from God to the Church.
He forgets, however, that God is in Christ, and
Christ in the Church. To the Church Christ said :
“ Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world” ; and he definitely promised that it should be
clothed “ with power from on high.” If this be true,
the failure of the Church is equally God’s and Christ’s
failure. If the reverend gentleman believes the New
Testament description of the Church, he is logically
driven to the same conclusion. His faith must break
down somewhere. If the failure of Christianity is
the Church’s fault, then the Risen Lord must have
broken his solemn covenant with the Church ; and,
had there ever been a crucified and Risen Lord, he
could not have gone back upon his own words.
Therefore, the failure of Christianity is the strongest
possible proof of the non-existence of the God of
Love, said to have become incarnate for the world’s
purification and ennoblement in the Lord Jesus
Christ. Christian theology is a house built upon the
shifting sand of superstition, and doomed to fall.

Thus the crucial test is always a practical one.
Life is the supreme referee, from whose verdict there
is no appeal. History affords a veritable demonstra-
tion of the non-existence of the Christian God.
Those who believe in him, in spite of the facts, are
under the necessity of easing their consciences by
constructing a fresh theodioy every day; and every
theodioy collapses when confronted with the facts.
It is often said that no Atheist is such a fool as to
declare that there is no God; but every consistent
Atheist does deny the existence of all the deities ever
constructed and recommended by theologians, be-
cause they have all proved their non-existence by
their persistent silence and quiescence.

J. T. Lioyd.

Christianity and Psychology.—lII,

— ) ———

{Continued from p. 323.)

Bearing in mind what has been said of the prin-
ciples governing tho psychology of crowds, there does
not seem much difficulty in accounting for the epi-
demics of revivalism to which certain localities are
from time to time subject. Dr. Cutten says that
because we cannot analyse the “ divine element ” in
conversion, it does not follow that it is unreasonable
to believe in it. But surely if we are able to see
how, even on general lines only, all the phenomena
of conversion and the sense of divine influence may
be accounted for by known physiological and psycho-
logical laws, there is no ne9d to assume the operation
of the supernatural. When a nation is suddenly
overcome by a war fever, when large numbers of
people yield to a delusion on some topic that is
brought vividly before them, we do not invoke the
supernatural as an explanation. We seek, and usually
find, an explanation in the existence of a peculiar set
of circumstances. Why, then, should we proceed on
totally different lines because, instead of a political
orator or social charlatan, we have a preacher of
religion ; and because, instead of the audience being
gathered in a publio hall, it meets in a chapel ?

To commenco with, there is no doubt that, what-
ever olso the phenomena of revivalistio conversions
exhibits, it certainly supplies us with all the con-
ditions of a contagious suggestion. Notoriously such
things ocour among the most emotionally unstable,
and tho more primitively intellectual part of the
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population. The weeping, shouting, dancing, etc.,
common at revivalistic gatherings is proof of this.
Moreover, it is fairly well known that revivals are
largely patronised by a class of people who look for-
ward to such meetings with all the eagerness with
which avillage youngster awaits the coming of atravel-
ling circus. But in any case the audiences represent
a selected portion of the population who go with a
more or less clear anticipation of what is before them,
and to that extent are prepared to act in the old
and familiar manner. The monotonous uniformity
of the records of these meetings, even to the way in
which the “ sins ” of the converts are described, is,
again, ample proof of this. People go prepared to
see certain things, and as a natural consequence see
them. The number of reports flowing into the public
press, at the time of writing, of mysterious German
air-ships seen in all parts of the kingdom, shows
how powerful is this element of suggestion in other
directions as well as in the sphere of religion. One
might as sensibly invoke the supernatural in the one
case as in the other.

Dr. Cutten gives several examples of the manner
in which the professional revivalist works. | select
an instance from America, where, in some parts, the
conditions are more favorable for seeing the real
machinery than is the case in this country. The
date is 1908 ; district, Illonois ; subject, a sermon on
“ Booze.” The preacher

“ began with his coat, vest, tie, and collar off. In a few
moments his shirt and undershirt were gaping open to
the waist and the muscles of his neck and chest were
seen working like those in the arm of a blacksmith,
while perspiration poured from every pore....... He
strained, and twisted, and reached up and down. Once
he was on the floor for just a second, in the attitude of
crawling, to show that all crime crawled out of the
saloon....... At the end of forty-five minutes, he mounted
a chair, reached high, as he shouted, then again was on
the floor and dropped prostrate to illustrate the story
of a drunken man....... He generally breaks a common
kitchen chair in this sermon, and this came after a
terrible effort, with eyes flashing, face scowliDg, the
picture of hate. He whirled the chair over his head,
smashed the chair to the platform floor, whirled the
shattered wreck in the air again, then threw it to the
ground in front of the pulpit. In two minutes men
from the front row were tearing the wreck to pieces
and dividing it up, a round here, a leg there, a piece of
the back to another, and so on. Later men carried
away in cheering could be seen in the audience waving
those chair fragments in the air.”

Such meetings are naturally enough a serious rival
to the public-house or the theatre, for a time;
although whether the evils that result therefrom are
lesser than those resulting from alcohol may well be
a matter for dispute. Dr. Cutten properly says that
in writing up the gains from revivals, “ those physic-
ally, mentally, and spiritually injured have not been
reckoned.”

Suggestion, imitation, the power of human sym-
pathy, the formation of new associates, the being
kept under surveillance by these new friends who
are interested in the convert's welfare, are thus
among the most normal of the phenomena connected
with revivals that are accepted as proofs of the
working of the religious forces. Other phenomena
intermingle the normal and the abnormal so
closely that it is almost impossible to separate them.
All that can be done is to indicate their character,
leaving the reader to determine when one glides into
the other.

Perhaps the most distressing form assumed by
professional revivalism is that which operates upon
very young children. To see young men and young
women behaving in a semi-insane manner under the
stimulative antics of a revivalist, is bad enough, but
it becomes infinitely worse when the subjects are
children of under twelve years of age. When the
notorious Torrey was in England his method of
getting young children to publicly confess themselves
“ sinners ” and mimio their elders in accusing them-
selves of all sorts of offences, was so objectionable,
that in one place, at least—Dundee, | think—certain
ministers of religion made a public protest against
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the practice. | gave a number of instances”™
time Torrey was conducting his meetings, and ke
is a similar confession from a child of eight, oit®" J
Dr. Cutten, and given at an “ Inquiry

Said this hardened sinner of eight years of
sobbing all the while :(—

“ Ob, dear! I'm lost! | can’'t find Jesus |
wicked heart! How can | get a new heart? M. |
been so wicked I | have never loved Jesus at a
thought | loved him, but now | know I never did'
he take me ?”

This case is by no means singular, and it isa? a
impossible to overrate the evil consequences
child subjected to such influences. To accns
even the adult mind to dwelling upon the thoug
its own “ sinfulness ” is always productive of
but to allow children to do so, is to fling them 1 .
the world with the seeds of mental and ® e
disease well planted within them. The evilin gja
of Christian teaching on generation after geooi™
of young children has yet to be told ; but wbsn ~
it will certainly not rank lowest in the list o
offences against the better life of the race. , Iifg
It is when we come to deal with the period o |
during which nearly all conversions take Pa0I0ai
we see the importance of the question of age- 1
interesting inquiry carried out with reference,™].

very large number of conversions, Dr. b
established the fact that conversion “ belongs iixt]r
exclusively to the ages between ten and ef/ﬂf

five,” and thus is distinctly a phenomenon
lescence. Dr. Starbuck’s figures have n0%r tW
questioned, although they have been ~.°rfel®
public for over ten years. Now this coinc e
cannot be due to there being no peop'6 ~
twenty-five years of age who need religloU j @
version (I am speaking from the religious POg Bi
view, of course) nor can it be due to P6O"
being troubled by doubts on religion after rO ™ @
twenty-five years of age. | have no "S"reoei
upon, but from experience | should be \a° jjgio:3
say that quite as many people outgrow theirr »”
beliefs between twenty and thirty-five_yearacoOfis*
than before, nor does the decline of religi°us

tion cease at the later age. D
For an explanation one is inevitably thf® nur
upon purely physiological data. And this *gh

tion has already been indicated in callingdb0
a phenomenon of adolescence. Both Dr. oeefj
Dr. Starbuck realise this, but neither, | tb10’
its implications. The phenomenon, while[ P B
normal from one point of view, yet, as wj ifi
easily glides into the abnormal or morbl ~
first place, we are dealing with a period of  {ji#!
the organism is undergoing its most imp°r .g
formation, and when, as a condition of “
formation it is peculiarly mobile or unsta
organs are developing, and of necessity»”" j#
development is accompanied by emotional
lectual states, new to the individual. As
ley points out, at puberty—
“ the individual is transformed ; his entire
changed, and ho becomes susceptible to »
which before were completely indifferen ~
look, a tone, an odor, a touch arouses om0 fit
quite new to him, and sympathetic ideas 0
knows not whence or how. StraDge andv "o(el J

aimless longings, obscuro impulses, alu; iy n
witness to tho commotion which the n0 ~0 ~

‘

jie

\>

function is making by its inception in 8

fife."* .

From both a biological and soociologlO™
view we are dealing with a period n
vidual acquires, in the fullest sense 0 J

deep and permanent relations with th® ~ J
sex feelings that are aroused, the rogaj- "~ ifl, »

that developos, are both indications 0 of A

this furnishes a very sufficient expl&na jj® /

is so often told us by religious preach C i
« Physiology of Mind, p. 372. Sco also PO jo

anil Insanity, p. 281, who also points out tna ” jiysl
women, “ more or less decided manifestations
rule” (p. 212).
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¢ Ilconversion coincides with a keener sense of con-
Je m*or others, and that young people, instead of
in a selfish life, are led to take a deeper interest

m 61 8web-are- This need not be questioned; only

liar]'185 be. P°'n”e” ouk that we have nothing pecu-
gj ~“~igious in the phenomenon. We are merely

j» rving the normal development of the social feel-
6fl ~“pressed in terms of religion. These are being
D x’' mofi developed, hy religious agencies. If,
in, , Morder points out in dealing with the feel-
@jn that develop during this period, “ the circutn-
ep CGa are appropriate for the natural outlet abDd
8fg ®8l0n of the activities, they are expended in
theirlotl 8D are a source °t health and strength to
the v/>0S8essor- But if no such natural outlet exists,
to aQ SUs>yoluminous, formless feelings are referred
iy irf@ a?°.n that is vague, voluminous, and want-
the D6 n"\e torm—thi®y are ascriped directly to
Oneity, and assume a place as religious emotion.”i:
are r °t”er thing needs pointing out. Conversions
/\cﬂ%o'«IG’\’ w*th rare exceptions, to the period of
; CENCe It is also a danger period in many
It is the period when epilepsy is most

€ occur.  The same is true of insanity and
~rown alcoholi8“ - According to Sir J. Crichton-
inebri0i’ m Per cent- of the cases of confirmed

and 25 N £ke addiction to drink began between 15
a®’ o~ y5°£a8e-t Various nervous disorders are
*mﬁ Ilkely to occur during this period than at
E%%a(?rntlme. And there-is—one—general explana-
conver = COvers aH these cases, including, of course,
thi8pOr'?j‘- This *8 that the organism being during
going ” O] 'n a state of unstable equilibrium, under-
ing »rpni rke(t functional modifications, and exhibit-
enced h eni°t*onal instability, is likely to be influ-
contact ~y. ©Oxisting cause with which it comes in
fully ok- ,, *8tho period when it needs to be care-
Period*lﬁ%ded and wisely guided. And it is the
WHEN “it is almost criminally exposed to the
reviyqistef 19norant and unscrupulous professional

(To be continued.) C. Cohen.

Israelite Agricultural Calendar.

.I.Q:ere
e abie 18 an Ruiusing set of people who profess to
hottb ° auPPort the Bible by means of monuments.
’®M= m°nument8 have nothing to do with the
IWi*  e? come @ ws from the Assyrians and
t%@j iR +hn Pie who are continually bein
ala enéﬁ _tP% _F\‘%? [ﬁestament as wicked odlesg
T k&t tr.i (Wb menamélids do not exist, for fha

Urcivg-rews were far too poverty-stricken nnd

\Y/ to leavo any notable relics behind
fggcticaUyIs e8Pecial*y to be noticed that there is

complete dearth o ~'s ago only

Q e’uns. In fact, until a ieWt-,0am inscription
lon j\&8 kn°wn—namely, tho Jerusalem-
u 0 in a water channel Just supposed on
W R Graunds ot Basng © ey oMkineh
?7~ a h ; and8all it tells us is at both
ot £n cutting the channol ¢

aand met in the middle. ancient Hebrew
Acer'slbein8 the absolute rarity of -aerable excite-

't is not surprising that co .en it was
Sema Naa displayed last October Expl°raGoD
PQifi@ eé tbat the English Palos inscription;
thi" actually disinterred a sec ~ twenty
W6 bme from the ruins of Ge70r’ ;a8tio gentle-

% P ,ﬁgéstré Otgertufﬁgepmﬂ. Qne oMYA gwuuiv:
iti ?I‘a_ oat € new discovery was calculated
ha8 torifl? des BibHdtesut up , the prashet

C '\g?&dltﬁlemgg/ egﬂea%ﬂn&fqrgﬁo'b le A ! ! AaltQough
< e an

njain .
€ an” plain, tho meaning of the

ade to ro, b clear. Several attempts havo
au it, and the most important study

anit

p- 281
‘«re m Timet of October 3, 1905.
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that has yet appeared is that contained in the last
number of La Revue Biblique Internationale, by Pére
Hugues Vincent, a learned Roman Catholic attached
to the Dominican Convent at Jerusalem, who is a
recognised Oriental soholar, has passed some years
in the East, and has had the advantage of seeing the
inscription for himself, whereas the other parties
who have discussed it had nothing hut photographs
to work upon.

In itself the new “ monument” is quite insigni-
ficant ; it gives us no information of any value ; and
were it not that ancient Hebrew antiquities are
very, very scarce, it would hardly be worth while to
mention it ; though it will probably figure in Bible
manuals as one of the rare examples of the writing
of the Jews of the Old Testament. It is an irregular
piece of soft limestone, about four inches long, three
inches wide, and an inoh thick ; and it bears on one
face several lines of writing which are rendered by
Pére Vincent as follows :—

“ Two months : late crops.
Two months : seed-time.
Two months : spring vegetation.
One month : flax crop.
One month : barley harvest.
One month : complete harvests.
Two months : special fruits, and vintage.
One month : summer fruit, and figs.”

There is nothing here of startling interest. It
merely reveals to ns that at some past period there
were people in Southern Palestine who spoke Hebrew,
or Chaldee, and who were particularly concerned
with agriculture ; all of which we knew very well
before. It is not quite certain what language the
inscription is composed in; for, although all the
words in it can be found in the Hebrew Bible, yet
the plural terminations are Aramean, or, as it is
sometimes called, Chaldee. In Hebrew, plurals are
usually formed in im; but in Chaldee (which is a
very closely allied language) the plural form is in.
Thus the word “ cherub ” in the singular would be
alike in both languages; but the plural “ cherubs”
would be cherubim in Hebrew, and chérubin in
Chaldee. There are some Chaldee passages in the
Old Testament, chiefly in Ezra and Daniel ; and it
is usually accepted that the use of Chaldee forms of
grammar is a proof of late date. Pore Vincent is at
some pains to assure us that the new Gezer inscrip-
tion cannot be earlier than shortly before the Baby-
lonian Exile, say about 600 B.c. This date is a trifle
too late to be of much use to the Biblicist.

Although all the words in the new inscription
appear to be found in the old Testament, that does
not help very mnch, because it happens that they
are mostly words that are difficult of interpretation.
They have some relation to agriculture; but the
Bible is not a book of agriculture, bnt a book of re-
ligion, and the allusions in it to fruits and vegetation
are mere side issues. Therefore a translation of the
Gezer tablet has to be rather vague ; and even if it
were quite certain, the snbjeot-matter is of no im-
portance to ns, whatever it may have meant to the
people for whom it was written.

There is still the problem to explain what it was
written for. An agricultural community would not
need an inscription to tell it the order of succession
of the different seasons. It will be noted that the
tablet divides the time into months; or perhaps we
might more properly say “ moons,” for the Hebrew
calendar is strictly lunar. It therefore seems that
we have here an attempt to regulate the time to be
oocupied in the various operations of the farmer.
To most of us this would look a far-fetched idea;
but Pére Vincent appeals to the social organisation
of tho country districts of Palestine as he observes
thorn around him to day. The people are still in the
tribal, or patriarchal, state, for all practical purposes,
and most of the affairs of life are controlled for them,
partly by tho dictates of custom and partly by the
authority of the village sheikh. In many cases it is
absolutely necessary to have some rule or regulation,
because certain undertakings of the farmer have to
be done at a time or place to be adjusted between
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him and his neighbors. For instance, it is the
custom there for the threshing and winnowing of
corn and barley to be conducted upon some windy
height, so that the wind may blow away the chaff
and leave the grain. Where there is only one suit-
able height in the locality, it is, of course, necessary
to decide the order in which the different farmers
should winnow their grain there, and how long each
man shall be allowed to occupy the site. But this
same control and regulation extends into other
matters. A frequent source of friction is the ques-
tion of taking crops to market. The farmer who
could forestall his neighbors by a few days might
spoil their chances of making sales at a good price,
and secure all the profit to himself. As a conse-
guence, each cultivator is jealously watched by the
others, and the chief labors of the farm are regu-
lated by the village sheikh, ostensibly for the good
of the community, but, of course (as invariably
happens in such cases), for the real benefit of the
sheikh and his relations. No farmer dare reap his
harvest or pick his grapes for market before per-
mission is given, and it is likewise the duty of the
sheikh to see that no one sows his crops too early,
and so gains an unfair advantage over the rest.

Assuming that in antiquity the village organisa-
tion was very similar to what it is to-day, we may
perceive the meaning of this Gezer inscription. It
was designed as an official marking out of the year,
for the guidance of the district; and in support of
such a view it may be mentioned that in one corner
of the tablet there are two or three letters which
appear to be the remains of some such proper name
as Abihu, or Abiah, and this may have been the
official signature of the sheikh or chieftain for the
time being.

We will give every credit to Pore Vincent for bis
ability and learning in unravelling the meaning and
significance of this little text, and our readers may
be pleased to know about this latest Biblical dis-
covery ; but it is more interesting to the antiquary,
and to the people who display a superstitious enthu-
siasm for anything that brings them nearer the
oriental people of whom they have read in the Old
Testament, than to anybody else. It will require
“ monuments ” of a very different character to
sustain the tottering oredit of the Hebrew Bible.

C. E.

Take Heart.

(To the Liverpool N.S.S. Conference, 1909.)

A1 ye who bate the Church and love tho truth,
Despise tho priest and love your fellow men,

Take heart, and forth to battle go again :

Your cause is throbbing with triumphant youth.
Tho cause of them ye fight is weak, uncouth ;
They dare not ask a simple how or when,

They dare not face the sun of truth, for then
Their cause would perish, and tho priest, forsooth.

Take heart, be bold, the last fight is begun.

See on your side brave Science tako her stand,
Whilo proud Philosophy is choosing too;
History comes next: tho battle is half-won ;
Art, Freedom, Labor, are coming hand-in-hand.
Fight on, for all tho Powers fight with you.

Julian St. Orey.

Barricaded behind tho brazen lips of cannon and the
ranks of soldiery, Christianity cut and carved its way to
power with never a thought for reason, truth, or fact. And
this is the samo blood-stained religion that is trampling
upon tho American Constitution, overthrowing liberty, that
it may gain a fow more years of power. But tho end will
come, and it is not so far distant. A rnmbling is heard.
Christian advocates know what it means.

= Blue Orate Blade.
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Acid Drops.

What a sloppy thing is English journalism where
is concerned! The dear Daily Newt had a leading at ;i
of course, on the death of George Meredith. At the »°P.
the article it placed the following words, " from ar
interview ” with the great poet and novelist:—
“ Doctors and parsons are doing a lot of harm by"'.1 (
ing the fear of death. No one should consider
think of it as worse than going from one room to
...... I hope I shall die with a good laugh.”
Only fifteen lines further down the article writer wont °n
follows on his own account:— wed
‘How he thought of death the words which g rg] "
at the head of this article serve to show. It was '
the going from one room to another.”
Now that is not what Meredith said. His own MOff
not expressed at all. He did not say that death wes
from one room to another. He said that nobody 8 jj
think of it as worse than that. He was merely see
rob it of its terrors—not to clothe it with blessings.
dith’'s poems, as a matter fact, show that he had n°
whatever in a future life, and that he regarded the & »
craving for it as a display of human egotism. But, i
case, the Daily News makes Meredith say what he "d®
did not say; tho leaving out of two words altering tk
meaning of the sentence.

~N

/\
Mrs. Besant, as a religionist, is a good deal h"®.Mjj
religionists. She is trying to establish a new Univ® ™~
India. The Government Universities are all s°cU jj'<3f
that fact would have been very pleasing to M8 gk
once, but it does not please her now. The Univpr
skeke to estallish ie ta ' affilate ooily colleges 1-Mjd
religious and moral education is made an

education.  But it cannot exist without a Boyal ik
and if the Charter be granted "it is proposed to
Kimg-Emperor to be Protector,” I Nothing v% M
appeal to Indian loyalty,” Mrs. Besant says, .
gracious consent of his Majesty to protect an ind<a
institution in which the building up of character
the dominant ideal, and all the great religions of h*
subjects would be honored.” Mrs. Bosant is W

that the King-Emperor should patronise her re +Cgli
versity. That, of course, doesn’'t violate any P* $
equal citizenship. But perhaps tho King-Emper
take the bait.

8

the newspapers now give so much attention to & ijjjg 1,
When she was an Atheist sho was a nobody. Ié—rﬁﬂﬂt
has a religion—any religion will do—she 1B ra
personage. Previously, her arguments wero of o
now, her very dreams are highly significant. ~ ft,
morning she had a bold-headed paragraph B djek,
column of tho Daily Chronicle, announcing *j*n3er9 |
‘startled a large and fashionable audience at 3 "<
by stating that Jesus Christ and tho other 8 rCa®m
teachers wero all ono and tho samo soul rein » O
different bodies. From tho naturo of the case, bf ~
be a fancy on tho lady's part; yet it is jumPO™ jy

press as if it were a great scientific discove y ~gli .
press, that is to say, which ives itself the mO9 it

mighty airs, and yet, by its ignorance, sonsatl>® ;©
dishonesty, is doing its best to corrupt, degrade.
the English people. J]

. . j -V
Professor J. W. Buckham, boing aChrist =SaR!ﬁt, (]

certain that Christianity is tho coming " 6f
Buddhism, Brahmanism, Mohammedanism, ®.'
failed, and Christianity is tho winning faith. , ju®
other religions regard Christianity itsolf as a j tbAjr

was tho substance of the report (for instancel D J
mission sent by Japan to Europo. Tho Comm j 9
Japan not to embrace Christianity, as it vras

failure in tho countrios where it was professed-

) ) ) . li '/
Law is a beautiful thing. Mr. Justee P»1j %ﬁ@f

Justice Lauronco hold that a Church of Engla  rmied J"
not refuse the sacrament to persons who b»v
tho Deceased Wife's Sister Act. Mr. J1I8 ;ct Gfm

that he may rofuso. This looks as if an0 , c9dy fS))
ment will bo necessary to explain thoso a ~ e*P Ltlic
and very likely another will bo necessary tf
Meanwhile, it is to bo regrotted that pcop O

parson administers the sacrament or not.

“ The Anglo-American movomont for tho
Communion Cups,” wo road, " is arousing
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?? the Continent.” It is being generally recognised that
6common Communion cup is a great danger, all sorts of
seases—including unmentionable ones—being spread by it.
s Blood of Christ works wonders, but it doesn’t interfere

1 the laws of hygiene. You drink your sip, and take
iOut chance.

he6V ‘®re”er’tk Hamilton Lovibond, rector of How Caple,
nMVa8 Been tried on certain charges before the Hereford
cNsistory Court, under the Clergy Discipline Act, the
th iD°”or read the finding of the five assessors, namely,

fel 8 Been proved guilty of immoral relations with
Doth'8 One wBom had borne him a child. There is
fre vory uncommon in this. Clerical misbehavior is too

fiuent to excite surprise.

*»*et ” Dowie, the founder of Zion City, had a de-
a0 nf°ll°wer in Mr. E. M. Brook. Ho was a man of great
how Perhaps his second childhood was upon him. Any-
wijQl1l0was Mightily captivated by the story of Elijah, of

Dowi® was supposed to be a reincarnation.
U <6T § awaY from home, the other day, without food or
that?’ UP Bis station under a tree, in full belief
hore ° Be miraculously fed by ravens. For four days
N0  amed there, drenched with rain and frozen with cold.
fO -ns oame, but his faith held out. A search party
egrew. m at the end of the fourth day. Ho was then in

taveralB an” shortly afterwards died of exposure. The
have not been heard of yet.

thtowir? ? eT b°y. called Albert Rust, being run in for

Wes g Bricks, with accurate aim, at borough gas-lamps,
atgoed tt a and seven-and-sixpence costs. It was
hsi,. . at Be “ could not be set down as wholly bad, for

%mmoome out of Sunday-school.”

at>y comment.

We will not spoil
It is too good as it stands,

~N«klos M N ar?'® administers a rather sharp rap on the
they lav  Socialist clergymen when he informs them that
vetion t QFl n*i brousBt any special accession of moral con-
ktecise] ti  ®Op'aBst movement.” As it happens this is
*Bemsgy PO'nt upon which Socialist clergymen pride
diking ji' ,,~Be a<Bnary Christian is nothing if he is not
Moliarlv Inoral attitude, even when he- is indulging in

aMucin °n mora'’ or immoral, practice. And this is true
H pened argor degree of the professional Christian. As it
~tied ofl e oplerical converts to Socialism have never
Biotai aoj Pmting ouj. Njjat Socialism lacked was a

tebgion re 'tpous fervor that only their particular brand
iu Social; 10U ™ suPply- And now they are informed that
‘Beir acces8' rQ0Vement Bas not gained in moral strength by

Gm{\‘/ed , Baoral strength by the clergy joining it, it has
6'octual °l Benefited intellectually. No one looks for
? Odth r®ogth from the clergy. Their function is to
yothet8 TP'atitudes, and leave the thinking to bo done
a quu n ‘Be intellectual life of the nation the clergy
&8Bnct N negBgible quantity, except in so far as they
Nucat!Irn*~ glossing over a numbor of beliefs
‘ettain, ' civiBsed people ought to be ashamed to

may understand Socialism ; on this we
an opinion ; but his remark that

n 1Be certainj30 r'Bristianity apart from Socialism ” shows
WIin 3ce°nnt f y,.o0es n°f understand Christianity—which
at1 He Br 13Bcarrying on a kind of platonic flirtation
is/McT ‘Weristian-tars Bo under the mjpicddsion thak the
Won at*BnevPnity 3,an organising of social life. But this
vn,i dcial Ufir Was aim, Christianity, it is true, did
ami alitflan ont aa OVery system is bound to do that deals
w I, atiT.! Hat its interest in social lifie was never
that jto 13 only sought to influence social organisa

W °an hrm,°~*n ctBer-worldliness might bo promoted.
OerjJ8aim was nly rea<*tho Now Testament and' then say
Md the earl0 Bringing about of a social revolution.
W eqUaj y Christiana never read it in that light,
react; ° otBer bonk-*nt”N' aa a statement of mere historic
i isr*ies to ”B0 world has been so relied on by
see if n their aims as tho Now Testament.

JOwIf. e*tBer tr,nrr; "ardio denying that the clergy have
'‘Bat*iei?t; it a « mental strength into tho jsocialist
Bsang j Ir °Btainin, b° better still to find him recognising

ditructiou ¥ a°y mtluence in tho Socialist camp
0 anything useful it may contain.

>egOW or 1UIQAN
N@adligot>tliat??' lUuasermon preached at St. Margaret's,
ey, J™Bat nstianity is true only to faith. That
~e a«;» reethinkcr has been saying for so many

=M furthor, that tlae reality which faith
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gives to its objects is purely subjective. That is why God
never sjbeaks to, nor takes any notice of, unbelievers. That
is why Christ is known only to the Church, and why, apart
from the Church, he can do nothing. And that is also why
Christianity is dying. Such faith can live only in the soil
of superstition.

The Bev. Principal Adeney says that there is “ a mystical
element” in the ministry of the Gospel; but we think he is
entirely mistaken. What is mystical is beyond human
comprehension ; but the clerical profession is as easy to
understand as any other. A preacher pretends to be God's
spokesman, heaven’s messenger, Christ's ambassador, and
often a ludicrously poor one at that. He may be supersti-
tious enough, in all conscience; but there is no “ mystical
element ” about him. And he is being found out at last.

Principal Forsyth assured the Congregational Union that
the Word of God is “ the trust of the Church through its
ministry.” That is to say, God has deposited the revelation
of himself in the Church, and the world will never know
anything about it unless the Church employs competent
preachers to proclaim it. We are firmly convinced, however,
that had there been a God, he would never have acted so
insanely. He would have made himself immediately known
to all alike. Fortunately, Dr. Forsyth is as ignorant of God
as ourselves ; and, unfortunately, tens of thousands secure a
fine livelihood out of the Principal’s superstitious dogma.

The Baptist churches are about to be rent asunder by
another down-grade controversy. It is the Old Testament
that forms the bone of contention this time. Even at this
time of day there are those who regard that strange, mixed
document as the infallible Word of God and insist upon its
being so treated both in the theological class-room and in
the pulpit. Blind faith dies hard. There are still people to
whom superstition is the very bread of life.

The Rev. Mr. Collins, of the Baptist Times, is a great
believer in prayer. He exhorts everybody to pray, even
though, apparently, no one either hears or answers. Some
day, perhaps, the Lord will meet you at the throne of grace,
and richly recompense you for all your disappointments. On
one point, however, Mr. Collins is quite right. Praying is a
habit, the most difficult habit to get into and the easiest to
get out of; which proves that it is a habit, and nothing
more.

A very pious person composed a fine prayer for a religious
journal, in which the Lord is informed what mankind might
have been and done, had they been other than they are.
“ We might have sat with Christ upon his throne, judging
tribes and nations; we might have had eyes that wander
through eternity ; we might have been enjoying our citizen-
ship in heaven.” What ineffable twaddle1l It is quite
certain that if there were a God he would put a speedy end
to such silly praying. Otherwise, his life would be an
intolerable burden to him.

At Limarsol, Cyprus, many of tho churches have had to be
closed to prevent Christians fighting. An Archbishop was
appointed to whom some exception was taken by a section
of tho peoplo, hence tho quarrels. Christianity is much the
same wherever it is found, and the love and brotherhood it
developos cannot be suppressed—except by the aid of the
military.

The same lesson is enforced by the discussion over the
Roman Catholic Disabilities Bill, both in the House of
Commons and in the religious press. The two solid facts
that emerge are, that neither Catholics nor Protestants can
trust one another, and that each one admits that religion
furnishes tho ground of distrust. The Protestant says that
the Catholic would be a very decent fellow were it not for
his religion, and tho Catholic retorts in the same vein. And
this is precisely what the Freethinker has been telling both
of them all along. Leave men alone, as men, and they will
worry along in a more or less amiable manner. Introduce
religion, and this becomes a practical impossibility. So we
havo Protestants asserting that the Roman Catholic religion
will prevent those who believe it doing their duty as citizens,
while Catholics roply that Protestantism prevents its
followers acting with justice towards their neighbor. And
the Freethinker smiles grimly, and agrees with both.

The London Missionary Society has a deficit of £50,000,
and a roligious contemporary suggests that, instead of giving
£70,000 for tho Duke of Norfolk’s picture, tho monoy ought
to bo used to wipe off this deficit. Either way it seems a
questionable expenditure of £70,000, but on the whole we
should prefer to see the monoy go for the picture.
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Another proof that unbelief is quite extinct. “ During the
ewhole twelve months of visiting in my district | have not
met with one infidel,” writes one of the agents of the
London City Mission. This is quite decisive. @ We are not
told where this district is situated. Perhaps in a secluded
part of “ Zumerzet.”

The Ironmongers’ Federated Association has passed a
strong resolution against the system of bazaar trading
carried on by churches of all denominations. Mr. Heathcote
Meakin (Birmingham), who moved the resolution, said he
had no objection to sales of work pure and simple, but
bazaars usually ranged from goods supplied by manufacturers
on sale or return to those blackmailed from local tradesmen
and often sold at cost or below by people comparatively
ignorant of business principles.

Saint Winefiride's Well, from which the town of Holywell
derives its name, is a place of pilgrimage, and wonderful
cures are reported to have taken place there. The water is
warranted to cure people of pretty well everything—except
stupidity. We see that some enterprising manufacturers
have arranged with the pious custodians of the well for a
supply of the holy water for commercial purposes. Saint
Winefride's Soap Company boasts that its tablets “ contain a
suitable proportion of water from the famous well.” Such
is disinterested piety in the twentieth century. Christians
are the most religious and self-denying people on earth.

The April number of the Humane Review (quarterly)
contains a very good article by Mr. H. J. B. Montgomery on
“ Sir Robert Anderson’s Theological Penology.” It is a very
good article in the sense that it is written with power and
animated by fine feeling. But the writer must surely see,
on reflection, that this part of his discussion with Sir Robert
Anderson is rather futile. Each of the disputants makes
the Bible in general, and the New Testament in particular,
yield a different teaching and a different spirit. What is the
use of appealing to a standard which can be applied so
variously ? Is there any real good in considering what
would have been Christ's views on the proper treatment of
criminals. Have we not reason and humanity to guide us
to our own views on the subject ?

Mr. Rattenbury, the reverend gentleman who carries on
the late Rev. Hugh Price Hughes’s old West London Mission,
has one message to deliver to a waiting world. According
to the Rev. J. Scott Lidgett, President of the Methodist
Conference, “ Mr. Rattenbury is here to proclaim that you
can never get social reform upon a secular basis." Of course
he is1 Just in the same way, certain gentlemen cried out
" Great is Diana of the Ephesians.” And just in the same
way, another gentleman proclaimed, “ There is nothing like
leather.”

We have just been reading a long article in the
British Weekly on “ Gipsy Smith in America.” It is written
by Gipsy Smith himself, and is therefore all true (of

course!) ; for, if he doesn't know what Gipsy Smith is
doing, who does? The gentleman states that he is making
no end of converts, churches are filling up in the wake of
his mission, and America seems fairly on the road to final
salvation at last. Such is the glorious result of putting a
gipsy on the soul-saving job. Christian Churches all over
the world should please note. And if they cannot all find
gipsies for the job, they can eke out the supply with black-
lookiDg horse-thieves.

The Christianity that Gipsy Smith is converting the
Americans to bears very little resemblance to the Chris-
tianity of Christ. He alleges, for instance, as one result of
his mission, that “ the deposits in the savings departments ”
of the “ banks of St. Paul ” have “ increased enormously ”
during the month he was singing and exhorting in the
neighborhood. But did not Christ say “ Lay not up for
yourselves treasures on earth” ? Gipsy Smith's flag of
Christianity is a bank-book.

“ From Socialism to tho Kingdom of God ” is the title of
a penny pamphlet by H. Musgrave Reado. This gentleman’s
portrait is on the title-page. We cannot congratulate him on
its accuracy. It is something like him, and would perhaps
be more eo if he were only twenty years younger. Neither
is he accurate in other matters. He describes himself—also
on tho title-page—as having been *“ for twenty years a
prominent Atheist and Socialist leader.” But ho was so
prominent an Atheist that, when his namo was first men-
tioned a few years ago by Evangelist Torrey, wo had to con-
fess that wo had nevor heard of him. He appears to havo
been connected with tho Frecthought movomont in Salford
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for a year or so in the early eighties ; then he drifted, onh
own showing, into all sorts of fantastic movements, &
finally became a Christian again. The Sunday Circle act
ally hails this member of what Shelley called “ the ill®
trious obscure ” as “ a Modern Saul "—meaning Saul,
was afterwards called Paul. Poor Paul 1 “ This was #
most unkindest cut of all.”

We are not going to discuss Mr Musgrave Reade's vieffS
Socialism. He had better get the matter settled with “
Christian Socialists. Meanwhile, we merely observe
Christianity is obviously understood in opposite ways.

1The most determined opponent of the Roman Cathc
Disabilities Bill would hardly be prepared to defend
Irish penal code of William I1l. Yet its repeal raised aP
feet hurricane of Protestant opposition, and it was ®
fidently asserted that the British Constitution had 3
undermined. Under the provisions of this code a Cath’ t
was compelled to soil his house for £5 to any ProK-
who wanted it. If the child of a Catholic turned Protes
vay from his parents and placed under r*
A Catholic could not purchase a free ~
nor could he inherit from an intestate Protestant or Catu >a
He was forbidden to live in Limerick or Galway. TRIONjQr
paid for the discovery of a Catholic archbishop was ‘e
a priest ¢£10, and for a schoolmaster 10s. At a late* ™ jc
all Catholic priests convicted of celebrating marri&lB,
accordance with the rites of their own Church were
demned to be hanged.”—Daily Chronicle.

The above paragraph is creditable to the Daily
Some day or other it will find that “ Blasphemy , iiijy"
against Freethinkers are just as indefensible as “ R>sa
Laws against Catholics.

Mrs. Sutton Page, of the Baptist Missionary Sc°c‘e™ireS
formed an audience the other day that in India thO
crowded to hear tho lectures that wore delivered in
Unfortunately, this good lady let the cat out of the ~
remarking that those who attended were “ so eager nmge"
up the familiar idioms,” and they “ complainingly
‘whatever the subject, tho lecturer always finishes jorjQs
ing about Jesus Christ.” So it was not the
gospel ” the natives wanted, but free lessons w
elocution. ,

ty

A correspondence has been going on in the Bamy 0
concerning the undesirable habits of young men ad”™".
in the streets on Sunday evenings, Mest 6f the pO&|I
dents suggest that efforts ought to bo made to attr m/
to church or chapel—advice which, needless to say
endorsed by the clergy. A more thorough knowlc Seds™
problem would teach these correspondents that ti®
church and chapel that is largely responsible \° fli9
deplored. For mauy generations the Christianity
country has given people the choice of public-bou3®. »

or street-corner on their day of rest. ~rr B .
really healthy and educative occupation have no  fafU
them. Tho result has been that, shut off tr (ed 1

refining occupations, lounging about the streets b*s (6 0
been the only thing left to do for all who

go to church, and had little taste for the Pu (p_ -
Thanks to Christian influences, people havo gros?n o
rant of how to spend their weekly day of rest >n |
ligent manner. Their need is to bo educated
direction, and this will bo best done whon all
restrictions and regulations have Be8A swopt
multiply religious places of meeting is moroly t0
tho evil—if only by way of a reaction.

a

o

e
cRu

“ After thirteen years of work in hez®
the conclusion that | have boen a S b ¢ 'i> «
tho Rev. W. L. Carr-Smith, rector o! St
Ho has left Australia since, nevor to--return. J@ biqy/
his congregation were apathetic. He could do rdii
them. There appears to bo a frightful dry-*0
enterprise at the antipodes. , F
*

. = osK't
Rev. Henry Sandliam, of St. John’s Colleg0' B-» <®

(£16,413. Not a millionaire, but still a rich lif®
apostle of the poor carpenter. “ And in he
his eyes.” n

[ 5 '
Rev. Lewis Theodore Pennington, olfL Sa «
Hove, Brighton, loft #£291,625. How ho nius N

pch
There really ought to bo a special miss*00
roscuo tho clergy from this horriblo fate.
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Ur. Foote’s Engagements

N

mSunday, May 30, Alexandra Hall, Islington-square, Liver-
p°°l: N. S. S. Annual Conference.

To Correspondents.

T@R esident's Honobahiun &Nond: Annual Subscriptions.—
teYj°nsly acknowledged, £197 12s. Received since. —
j f -s'de, £2 ; Erie Douglas Side, £2 ; W. H. Jackson, 10s.;

B VB B” 5<’ .
allTitD— resPect your good motive, but we are not at
ionr i tocanvas our readers as to whether the name of this
reri skouM be altered. You think we should attract more
roseers "'hh a less “repellant” name. We doubt it. “ A
jfr,,,,7 iany other name would smell as sweet,” and the
~hen't r 3y any other name would be just as “ offensive " —
attra t Wes *oun” out. Meanwhile, it is a definite flag, which
i8  8adefinite support. If this journal is hated bitterly, it
that h I0ved intensely. On the whole, we incline to the view
inteii f number of people who can be reached by a mere
canJ . a aPPeah such as we make, is very limited. All we
should li to-rea°h them. That we are doing gradually, and we
down  TF~ raP'dly if the trade boycott were entirely broken
like .., tt the Freethinker were sold on bookstalls, étc., just
other napers, our circulation would soon double and

W, p 1 and aH°ur financial troubles would be at an end.

G 1 R AZ— Much obliged for your valuable batches of cuttings.

acrea™r0l08,—Nothing new in it. The Church of England is
ty. ij j on °* the State from top to bottom,

letter rfON—GIlad to have your interesting and encouraging

sure yOn ~you do °ome over to England from Australia, be

sPirity doSve ns a call. Write, meanwhile, whenever the
BY p wayoa-

this jorr™?ased  hear of your making the acquaintance of

vh\q% nal through a friend's introduction. A We share your

afubire Breothought propaganda colfti be caFridd on
Witt uu'i yne.
je—Xou will realise, on second

ty In. ip?f
mﬁnﬁﬂpmme it is for Mr. Foote to find time to

Prepare o “etters through the post, and to help readers to
“eAsaioj, j_“crs 7or tonal debating societies.

tertgmin 3t Y°u always find dhe Ereathinker “ new and
AD IiENgSi after reading it for many years.
> —Tuesday 'atoo late ; next weok.

@vinhurnhgt R your anxiety ? Every quotation from

Wmof th 'n tbe Bev- R. Nichol Cross's lecture is Atheistic.
Ve appeared in our own articles

Sean °U 3nd answer *n °ur articles.
,» Atingdnn ®OOIETI. Limited, office is at 2 Newcastle-street,
Tag N, treet’ E.C.

r_"arringionL Rkoolab Sociitx's offioe is at 2 Newcastle-street,
NilgRa ™ *“'Street, E.C.

r *Rewcftio6 Bd*or of the Freethinker should be addressed
,0lDaS No  e'Street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

ilteet, E.G”| mu8t reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-
p .&ted. ' "y df|t post Tuesday, or they will not be
aA*BS

oparking n8 newspapers would enhance the favor by
fSsa for . Passages to which they wish us to call attention.

I"Gf?-o B'!étsgra‘hre should be sent to the Manager of the

aall, .
P*BB " 'lot* *the3Eai™ ewoa8tle-8tree'’ ~“" ‘“S~on-street, E.C
ad térature by 8tamps are specially requested
ICs° freiT*1l b? forwarded direot from the publishing
So., ' ! halfvo at tke following rates, prepaid:—One year
of A lyear. 5s. 3d. ; three months, 2s. 8d.

every sue-

t," > naif «.I ' —e Displayed Advertisementt:—One inch,

8for repetitjiédg]n' ** g °°lumn’ Special

Sugar Plums.

Klag(,® .~Btiopal cA , N
sittin,to'day (Wi -f oar Sooty's Annual Confcronco take

dBarp. take ' , undaY) at Liverpool. Tho businei
Mermp ' 'n tho place in the Alexandra Hall, Islingtor
from 10-30 t0 12-3°. and in th

and visit ° There will bo a luncheon fc

N stW ' ~st ofrrT-at 1 °’clock aat the Bee Hotel, S
Jon si, Uall. giL  Gime-street, and near the great S

fitalth°Ud cotriT)i,,FO" bo dos'ro hotel or other accommodt
T8eptetarv \UGi° promptly with tho Livorpoc
areta”*8 Win i r- ~kas- Daw, 57 Sunbury-road, Ar

ty N-2r, ?*ssed bv I, tne* as far as possiblo, but “ saints
"Ostgjp Gy two nr ti° sfiewards should go on to tho Be
atld Midi» a €? rtinutes’ walk from tho Nort

nd Stations—where tho Conforonc
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Committee Eoom will be : not at the Alexandra Hall, as pre-
viously stated.

The evening public meeting in connection with the Con-
ference will be held in the Picton Hall, instead of in the
Tivoli Theatre. The reason of this will be explained in the
Annual Report when the President reads it on Sunday
morning. Suffice it to say now that a very difficult situation
was created by the bigotry of the licensing magistrates. It
was overcome just in the nick of time, after a bit of hard
work behind the scenes—thanks very largely to Mr. J.
Hammond, the Branch President.

Whit-Monday ought to be fine, for an excursion is arranged
for the delegates and visitors who can stop for it. Local
“ saints ” will also be very welcome. The excursion is to be
by train to Llangollen, a special corridor coach being reserved
for the party. The ticket—including train fare, dinner, and
tea—will be about 6s. 6d. Those who want tickets should
apply at once to Mr. J. Hammond, 90 Belmont-road, Liver-
pool. Mr. Foote has promised to join the excursion party
this time.

Dinner and tea at Llangollen will take place at the Bivion
Hotel. Excursionists will please note.

Birmingham Branch members and friends who propose to
join the party to meet the Conference excursion at Llangollen
on Whit-Monday are requested to be at Snow Hill Station by
5.20. Late risers are reminded that this means a.m.

Local “ saints ” wishing to assist the propaganda of Free-
thought at Dalkeith are invited to write to Mr. N. Levy,
Secularist Club, 12 Hill-square, Edinburgh. Mr. Levy was
brutally treated by Christians on his last lecturing visit to
Dalkeith. He hopes to be better supported on June 9.

Our veteran friend, Mr. W. H. Morrish, of Bristol, who
was actually a colleague of Charles Southwell in the old
heroic days, writes us: “1 still read my ‘beloved Free-
thinker ' every week from the title to the imprint.” We are
really glad to know it.

“ Abracadabra ” is beginning in next week’s Freethinker
a series of articles on ILThe Narratives in Genesis.” Wo
hoped to start the series this week, the first article being in
type, but it has been impossible to do so.

Shilling Month.

NINTH LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS.
Figures after the names of subscribers indicate the number of
shillings they send. No number means one shilling.
Horace W. Parsons, 5; S. Hudson, 10; Robert Yates;
Felix Herrmann, 5; W. Kay, 2; H. Walsh, 5.
This Fund is now Closed.

AN UNINTENTIONAL JOKE.

At that time it was proposed to rebuild the English
Church at Grindelwald, and the successive chaplains were
each of them anxious to secure contributions to that end.
My aunt, having becomo interested in the place, determined
to give a donation to the church, but was also interested in
Alpine plants, and wished to secure the seeds of some of
them for planting in her Alpine garden on her Devonshire
property. As it was late in September, she was very
successful in her search for seeds, and some of them were
sent off to her gardener; but the lighter sorts were retained
and put in an envelope. On tho day when they were leav-
ing sho was somewhat hurried, and mistook the envelope in
which sho had put the seeds for that in which she had put a
fivo pound note to be handed to the chaplain. Unfortunately,
this particular individual was devoid of a sense of humor,
and came to mo an hour or two after my relations had left,
enquiring indignantly whether these people really were
possessed of the name and style they had assumed; for,
said he, they had perpetrated a practical joke on him which
was in exceeding bad taste; they had handed him some
thistle seeds in the envelope alleging it was a donation
towards the rebuilding of the church. | guessed what had
happened, and triod to soothe him, but it was of no avail;
eventually, howover, the five pound note for the church duly
reached him ; but I have always understood that the great
difficulty in tho matter was to get back tho five pound note
from tho gardenor to whom it had been sent in error.—
Fifty Years of Failure (London: Smith, Elder & Co.; 1905 ;
p. 135).
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The Early Life of Thomas Paine.—llIl.
Social, Political, and Beligious Beformer.

By W. G. Clahke.
(Continued from p. 332.)

CHAPTER V.
His Quaker Training.

The greatest factor in moulding Paine’s character
during his youthful days appears not to have been
his schoolmasters or his schoolfellows, or the general
public life of the small borough in which he resided,
but rather the Quaker beliefs of his parents, the
atmosphere of the meeting-house of the Society of
Friends in Cage-lane, and the persecution to which
they had been subject. For the early history of the
Friends in Thetford was a record of tyrannous per-
secution-on the part of their enemies, and unwaver-
ing adherence to their convictions on the part of
these early Nonconformists.

The Society of Friends was founded by George
Fox in 1647, and on February 20, 1660, thirteen
persons were committed to Thetford Gaol, most of
them having been taken out of their meeting at
Kilverstone—a small parish adjoining Thetford on
the north-east—by a captain and ten armed men,
who came in upon them with their swords drawn.
The names of those thus committed to prison were
Henry Kettle, junr.—probably a son of the Henry
Kettle who was Mayor in 1640, and possibly a
descendant of a Danish Ketel—Anne Kettle, Eliza-
beth Winter, Mary Goddard, John Cockerill, Edward
Rack, Susan Taylor, Robert Elding, Margaret Elding,
Elizabeth Day, Joseph Whitlock, Edmund Burnham,
and Andrew Bucknam. Their sole offence was
“ meeting together.” Of the punishment on this
occasion | have no record, but it did not act as a
deterrent, for on March 20, 1666, at the Norwich
Quarter Session, Henry Kettle, junr., and Robert
Eden, of Thetford, Richard Cockerill, of Snareshill,
and Edmund Rack, of Kilverstone, were convicted
of meeting together for religious worship. It was
the third offence of each of them, and they were
sentenced to be Carried to Yarmouth and thence to
be transported for seven years to the Barbadoes.
Cory, the Recorder of Norwich, Dean Crofts, and
other justices tried the case, and the sentences
evoked considerable outcry. Dean Crofts, answer-
ing the appeal that these men had met to worship
God, observed that “ the Common Prayer doth not
allow people to worship God but by it.” The
prisoners memorialised the Judge of Assize, but all
in vain.

In 1660, some three months after the Kilverstone
raid, Thetford was visited by an itinerant preacher
of the Society of Friends, one Henry Fell, a member
of the Lancashire family of Fells, one of whom
George Fox married. He was taken before the
Mayor, who had him imprisoned, whippod, and ex-
pelled from the borough bounds. The document,
which was subsequently passed from hand to hand
from Norfolk to Lancashire, was worded as follows :(—

“ Burrow of Thetford.—Henery Ffell, an idle vagrant
person, and a seducer of the people, a very suspitious
Jesuited deluder, and one who donyeth ye Oatho of
Alleageance and Supremacy, a man of middlo statur,
of thirty yeares of ago, with browno curled hairo, was
this 28 day of May, in yo twelfe yeare of his Maties.
reigno of England, openly whipped in Thetford afforosd.
according to law, for a wandering rogue, and is assigned
to pass from psh. to psh. by yo officers hereof, straight-
way to Olnerstono, in Lancashire, where as ho confess-
eth he last dwelt, and he is lymitod to bo at Olnerstone
aforesd. with in 20 dayes next ensuing the date hereof
at his p'il. Given under my hand aud scale of office tho
date of above sd.—John Kendall, Mayor.—To tho Con-
stables of Croxton, aud to all other Constables and other
Officers whom these presents may concorno, for tho duo
execution thereof.”

This ill-treatment did not deter Henry Fell from
doing what ho believed to bo his duty, for in a sub-
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sequent letter written from Aldeburgh to his siste]
he says that he will “ next First-day be again a
Thetford.”

The Toleration Act of 1689 relaxed the sever»®
of the Clarendon Code, and the Sooiety of FrieD’
apparently increased in influence in Thetford. et
a Trust Book preserved at Norwich it appears
“ a messuage or tenement in Thetford called CheD
lers was purchased, in order to form a meeting-hoa 1
of William Clark, as appears by a deed bearing
the 1st of the 1st Month in the year 1696.” J
building is the present “ Quaker Chapel ” in”o
lane—by far the oldest Nonconformist buildiog
the town—and tho first Trustees were Wml
Hawes, Thos. Hawes, Geo. Gibson, Abraham
Jacob Howse, and Jacob Miller. Mr. John PRB' [
Thetford, asserts that his great-great-grandf®1™’
who was a Friend, first allowed the meeting-boo®1
be used for worship. He was a miller, and Pfev* je
used the building for the purposes of his W «
That may account for its being termed “ Chanol
in the Trust Deed. j

It is improbable that its appearance changed nL
between 1696 and 1906, when it was partially d® 8
lished on account of the dangerous condition 0
roof, and now consists only of the walls. It
insignificant, single-chambered building of brick.
and chalk, and thatched roof springing from the
at aheight often feet above the ground, with tw ~
beams in the interior. Freestone blocks and W3
fragments from some of the ruined churches
monastic establishments in the town were bun .
the walls, an eloguent commentary on the
tudes of religious sects. Three windows »bu ~
on the street were blocked with ohalk, proba ~
the time it was made into a meeting-house. g
entrance was first into a small porch, and by ®
in the south-westerly gable, each door being 1i 1,j i
thick. Tho building was 42 feet in length an
breadth, lighted by three windows by day an j-
gas jets by night; there was no pulpit, and the
form at the Guildhall end was nine feet
small sliding windows provided ventilation. P
only were used, and there was seating a
modation for between 150 and 160. - (jot®€B
that ingress was purposely made difficult ip
the disadvantages under which Nonconform18
to labor until quite recently. It may, Per gjbV
mentioned as a curious coincidence, but P
nothing more, that in tho latter part of ~"jrgcte
teonth century towns in New England were
to erect a cage near the meeting-house | m
Puritan), and in this all offenders afdijjetfo®
sanctity of the Sabbath were confined. 1Q
the cage adjoined the Quaker meeting-ho® ~dd,
gave its name to the lane in which they bo .

A year after they secured this building as a frDe”'
house, that is in 1697, tho Friends were 8

influential to have the births of their u&r
inserted in the register of St. Cuthbert'sChu ,
it so continued until 1710. This was for p*

poses, to prove descent in cases where prop® guiiiWv
left. We know nothing of the hundreds ° eet”
men and women who worshiped in the old ~
house. By some strange paradox the only “~oP®
Quaker who attained any distinction w»8
Paine. Dr. M. D. Conway says :(— n

“ Thoro arc various indications that in Q" 8callet]i

another Thetford and Quakerism togothor “jectt
mako the early years of their famous son j
Had there been no Quakerism there 1 S
Thomas I'aiuo. Remembering the cxffvill
Paine's Quakerism had influenced his P° 1 0P

and instances of their bearing on groat OV g.pl
something impressive in tho little nice jAjj-P*1 ,
Cage-lane. This was his more important n

In another place Mr. Conway says: “ S 18

tical system is explicable only by b1 -or g

Quakerism. His first essay, the pl®a ™ j$00*

emancipation, was brought from Tbetfol i(

bouse.” _ . e the
Paine himself, writing in later lifo 01 ~

indicated that though he attended t
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P°?88>his inner self protested against some of the
tnends’ assumptions. He said: “ Though | rever-
ence their philanthropy, | cannot help smiling at
he conceit, that if the taste of a Quaker had been
consulted at the creation, what a silent and drab-
eolored creation it would have been! Not a flower
~°nld have blossomed its gaieties, nor a bird been
Permitted to sing.” Yet Paine could never shake
rmself free of this austere training. On the
Soneral subject of religious sects, he wrote:—

. " For myself, | fully and conscientiously believe that
it is the will of the Almighty that there should be a
diversity of religious opinions among us ; it affords a
larger field for our Christian kindness. Were we all of
°ne way of thinking, our religious dispositions would
i?ant matter for probation ; and on this liberal principle
r look on the various denominations among us to be
hke children of the same family, differing only in what
18called their Christian names.”

~°nway, writing on “ The Story of the Declara-
thaf tu- 1”~ependence,” says: “ Strange destiny
Wtb * humble Thetford Quaker should be borne
~ eyclones of the last century into the thick of

w -dean and French Revolutions, and write
inP8 wA?i°h athirty years' struggle was fought
his I°r freedom of the Press.” Just before

'nthu*1Pa*o requested permission to be interred

Unit'd g 81Sronnci °f the Quakers at New Rochelle,

and “ates, saying that they were the most moral

IrerIS&]Dright sect of Christians. The request was
and Paine was buried on his own farm.

CHAPTER VI.
His Early Environment.

yohttr']? Yw .evident from his writings that Paine’s
out life envmr°nment affected him strongly through-
fk» f ; _in addition to the atmosphere of
Qouub®Pr8  FSBHIRG-MEVE the PBIMhR lifo nf fua
and chn ° a”™ekford helped to mould his intellect
at the &= er> All the evidence tends to show that
then prrvim™ °1 Maine’s birth the town, which had
very ne ably lees than 2,000 inhabitants, was in a
c°rront UN e c°ndition, insanitary and unpaved,
1715 The Itlcally> and with no staple industry. In
thou,h ? a8 Martin, the historian of the borough,
khe reago ' lously in a despondent mood, tabulated
°l ~bich 1S be 8kould not be an attorney, one
{Ration 'f88 as follows: “ It was always counted
a’me, an(j pr young persons to be brought up at
for hr nl.sure there’'s no worse town under the
lernas wr6 or oonversation than this.” As
Probably 1,S -€n nineteen years of age, and had
VIZYyy St rvP In no otlior town, unless it might bo
Paced V1mun<l's» too much stress must not bo
0t beceinhf18«) Harl °f Oxford came thither
lj°°r and rim1 1,737, and said that it was “ very
?earsi mari an>much decayed, as | was told, of late
ePainiRg.., ~ houses dreppihg down not worth
Once °

~plivity™ y”~r» however, Thetford was a scene of
Q,a°bs, an, oaoezvous of the fashionable and the
furnished evidence of the pomp and

n Hﬁﬁ’Ofth € Jaw, for the Lent Assizes for the
>tiny,°f N°rfolk were always held there, partly in
an «Juuge8 tho 1anC1Gn™ ouetom, and partly to save
ta  “e,nent 0 °n” i°urney to and from Norwich at
ford® 8birth Gason °f the year. Four years before
PetiA”mes Aiman an<l woman were tried at Thet-

Pfon “ason. m f°rmer for murder, the latter for
abd at ug woman was servant to a lady of
her con e Jnn’ man was her follower,

fMetbameep, _ _n>vance murdered her mistress. He
to " 6 sBAie Assi 8°° burne(l ftk the stake at Lynn.
~Mnged 8% OtihaF men were Bondemned
8 the m UriD6 the first fifteen years of
@Udem Nas 217 ImfbGr °f persons tried at Thotford
lllardfikrod to dnl.A’f whom no less than fifty woro

"aharbar0.G O0n'y three of those wore for
8 Penal code allowing sentence of

* Uanchuur Guardian, July 4, 1891,
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death to be passed on 15 persons for horse-stealing,
14 for theft or highway robbery, 11 for burglary, 1
for assault, 1 for forgery, and 5 for cattle or sheep-
stealing. Two horse-stealers were executed at Thet-
ford in 1740 and a sheep-stealer was ordered to be
whipped three market days at Thetford. A man
who was convicted of poisoning and other offences
in 1742 was sentenced to death and also to be hanged
in chains on Diss Common, while two men for utter-
ing false coin received the triple punishment of a
fine of £5, twelve months’ imprisonment, and to
stand in the pillory at North Walsham and Yarmouth.
Jeremiah Pratt, who was sentenced to death for
horse-stealing at the 1746 Assizes, confessed to four
highway robberies, and asserted that he had stolen
more horses than Turpin, offering to give information
as should lead to the recovery of those he had stolen,
to people who had lost horses and would visit him
in Norwich Castle. In 1755 Edward Thurstin was
ordered to be detained in gaol until bail was forth-
coming, the charge being of “ dispensing and delivering
to divers persons three pamphlets tending to promote
the religion of the Church of Rome.” At the fol-
lowing Assizes, Jane Shinn was ordered to be branded
on the hand for highway robbery. Some of the
leading legal luminaries of the country visited Thet-
ford either as judges or counsel, Lord Chief Justice
Willes being present in 1739, Lord Chief Baron
Parker in 1747, and Justice Denman in 1753. Some-
times they made a ceremonious entry to the town,
and always on “’'Size Sunday” attended one of the
three parish churches—usually St. Peter's—in state,
when a sermon was preached by the High Sheriff's
chaplain. There was also in Thetford alarge prison,
probably on the site of the present one, and adjoining
the Friends’ meeting-house in Cage-lane were the
pillory and stocks. Memories of his youth were
doubtless strong when Paine wrote: “ When in
countries that are called civilised we see age
going to the workhouse, and youth to the gallows,
something must be wrong in the system of
government.”

Other occasions when many of the inhabitants
would indulge in an orgie of excitement and dissipa-
tion were the elections of two members of Parliament
for the borough. Thetford Corporation, in which
the power of election was vested, was a corrupt
body, under the dominance of the Duke of Grafton,
who lived at Euston Hall, about four miles distant.
At the eleotion of 1740 two of the Duke’s relatives,
the Hon. Charles Fitzroy and Lord Augustus Fitzroy,
were elected, and in 1747 and 1754 those chosen
were Charles Fitzroy Scudamore and Lord Henry
Beauclerk. Some of the doings of the corrupt cor-
poration in the half century preceding Paine’s boy-
hood would doubtless be common talk in the town.
There was a petition with reference to the election
of 1685 and Parliament resolved that the Mayor
could not be elected, as the right of election was
then vested in the mayor, ten burgesses, and twenty
commonalty, a total of thirty-one out of approxi-
mately 2,000 inhabitants. An agent of James II.
reported in 1688 that “ The towne is under the power
of the Duke of Norfolk and the Lord Chief Justice
Right. They will choose whom Your Majesty will
name.” In the same year there was complaint of a
wrongful eleotion, the question arising upon the
illegal surrender of the charter, the petitioners
claiming the right by the new charter, the member
insisting that the old was still in force. The latter
secured the victory. That year Dean Prideaux
wrote:—

“ At Thetford all is sould. Yo elections there is
among the magistracy and 50 guineas for a vote is their
price. One Mr. Raylis a stranger was their last chap-
man to whom they have sould themselfes much dearer,
for it hath cost him 3000A to get a return from thence
the noxt Parliament and that is but a litigous one, for
Sr John Woodhouso will bo petitioner against him.”

There was further trouble in 1690, the Mayor under
the old charter returning two members, and a rival
Mayor under tho new charter doing tho same. Par*
liamont resolved that the old charter was not legally
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surrendered, and that the Mayor who aoted in accord-
ance with its provisions aoted correctly. In 1698
there was another petition, when it was stated that
the Mayor had refused to allow several legal votes
to be polled, had admitted others who had no right
to vote, and “ by many partial proceedings and un-
lawful practices ” secured the return of his friends.
One of the members then returned was declared
incapable of sitting in that Parliament. Knowing
of these things, can it be wondered that Paine wrote
of Parliamentary elections: “ A man of moral honor
and good political principles cannot submit to the
mean drudgery and disgraceful acts by which such
elections are carried.”

The people generally had no power, and the rights
of the corporation were jealously guarded. In the
second part of the Bights of Man, Paine deals with
charters and corporations, and the influence of Thet-
ford is very manifest. “ Charters and corporations,”
he says, “ are sources of endless contentions in the
places where they exist.” And furthermore—* Eights
are inherently in all the inhabitants, but charters by
annulling those rights in the majority, leave the
right by exclusion in the hands of the few.” Though
but a small town there are three ecclesiastical
parishes in Thetford—St. Peter’'s, St. Cuthbert’s,
and St. Mary’s—and residents in one were debarred
from participating in the charities, etc., of the others.
Owing to the amalgamation of ancient parishes, the
parochial boundaries also seem ridiculous and arbi-
trary. For instance, the top part of White Hart-
street, including the house in which Paine was born,
was and is in St. Cuthbert's parish, the lower part
in St. Peter’'s parish, though St. Peter's Church is
much the nearer to any part of the street. Not im-
probably Paine had this in mind when he wrote that
a man'’s rights are “ circumscribed to the town, and
in some cases to the parish of his birth ; and all
other parts, though in his native land, are to him
as a foreign country.”

To his native place he also referred when he wrote
that “ The generality of corporation towns are in a
state of solitary decay, and prevented from utter
ruin only by some circumstance in their situation,
such as a navigable river, or a plentiful surrounding
country.” The river Little Ouse had been made
navigable as far as Thetford towards the end of the
seventeenth century, and it was doubtless this fact
which, at the time of Paine’s boyhood, prevented it
from utter decay. So recently as 1883—though in
pre-railway days—the income of the corporation was
£1,054, of which £955 was derived from navigation
dues.

On his way to the Grammar School, Paine would
see several of the big coaching inns. Only a
few yards away from his home, at the junction of
Croxton and Norwich roads, stood the “ Fleece” ;
nearly at the bottom of the street was the “ White
Hart" inn, then there was the “ Bell,” with its
huge courtyard, and near the bridge over the
Little Ouse the ancient “ George.” Of these the
“Fleece ” and “ George ” are now disused. This
street was on the main road from Norwich to
Newmarket, and thence to London, and Paine,
as a schoolboy, would doubtless see many of the
equipages of the aristocracy. In White Hart-street
he would pass a very ancient half-timbered house,
and also St. Peter’'s Church, as it was before the
tower was rebuilt in 1789, with a clock projecting
over the roadway. Paine would go to the meeting-
house either by Earl-street (then Alico’s-lano) and

the present market-place, then surrounded by
houses and not used as a market; or by White
Hart - street, King - street (passing the King's

House, whioh had been used as a country seat by
James 1.), Tanner's- street, Raymond - street, and
Cage-lane.

The churches appear to have been sparsely
attended, and the only Nonconformist body in the
town was the Society of Friends. John Wesley did
not pay a visit to Thetford until 1757, and Paine had
then left the town. The Rev. G. Burton, rector of
Elveden—four miles from Thetford—writing to the
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Rev. William Stukeley, M.D., on November 17,17®"
says*.—

“ Heaven only knows where the present degenerad
will end, for | fear the common people are as mul
sunk down into superstition and fanaticism as tei*
betters are in folly and atheism. We have amongst °s
a Methodist preacher, just come hot from one of y°ri
London tabernacles. He has made so deep an impreS
sion upon our common people already, that it beco®”
a fashion amongst them to be almost, one and a>
cross-eyed, by rolling their eyes about in their fit80
religious madness. | have had some conversation wl
him, and, amongst many questions, | asked him bo
many regular Methodists he supposed there might bo 8
this time in the kingdom. His answer was he was ce
tain there were at least forty thousand—too formida 1
a number to bo permitted of any sect, much more ofO
of such dangerous principles, who assumo to tbemsel
the power of the keys of heaven and hell, and deal o
salvation or damnation by caprice or humor. F°r
own part, I must confess these appearances give e
many gloomy apprehensions, but still, I hopo ~bel0®
many thousands in this unhappy nation that have
yet bowed the knee to Baal, that may prove the gl°rl
means of averting the vengeance that is consequents

due to prevailing wickedness.”

A few months later, on April 14, 1758, the ROV,
Burton was even more pessimistic. “ We have g°"
he said,— A

“a furious hot Methodist come amongst us, who
already scattered so much of his hellebore as to &> »
conventicle of about fourscore, and a love-feast ?2n f
week....... If some stop is not put to the proceediDo."
these people, they will in time throw us into cO° " ers;
for they attack us very forcibly by stealing into Or j
and under a sanction of that, and by the help of uise
of Toleration, they bid us defiance, and even PrO ,t
salvation to their converts, and defame and misrep
ns and our best performances. In short, | kn° »
what you do with them in London, but wc u jgt
melancholy prospect from them in the country”
what with fondness for novelty, their encourage "
to sloth, and a reliance on Providence for supp°r
their largesses to the poor, as our poor where thé™ .~
are no longer in danger of being starved, there 19 .jO5|
to be nothing but psalm-singing coblers and %P /U
taylors amongst us shortly ; and a coblor’s basta. 9
by and by be employed upon the bench in

text instead of an hair to lengthen out his end w> *

It seems probable that this reference to the "
venticle must be to the one in Pike-lane, ct
formerly known as Old Meeting-lane, and OL
all the early history has been shrouded intbe
mystery. Wesley was in Thetford again in 1 p”0e
his way from Lakenheath to Norwich, and a8p sCis®

was then staying in the town studying for .e0Cxb!
he may possibly have heard the great e'&

century preacher and founder of the Wesleyan D0
dist Connexion. Paine was again in the Ji%

787, and stayed with his widowed mother in H .DOe8
man-street (now Guildhall-street), not two r> %jje.
walk from the Friends’ meeting-house in
The year before the market had been moved  x0"\
old situation by the Icknied Way as it pa906“, 0,t 1®
the east-end of the town to its present site, a
yards from the house in Heathenman-stree <~ tbl
are some curious references to the Thetfor
period in a letter (in my possession) writte
by James Warner, alias King—born at |
1764—from Jamaica. It appears that .?iv a{ed

-or3
Nilli*

Payne, of Thetford, a carpenter, and possi y.~$
tive of Thomas, had just emigrated to Ja
Warner, writing home, says :(— A fiffjj

“ Payne is an oxceeding clovor man, who
return in a_few years one of the first men >
BRd be 18 JEry desevUing BRy ddcessl Ae nw be ek,
ho is an honor to his family and tho PlaC®h;0d,
from, and | fear there are few his equals left b ,
as ho says, and | believe, most of tho 7°a°~eQOi
people are dissipated, simplo, ignorant young v,
mind nothing but the low and insipid sPot
fighting.”
(To be continued.)
~OJIT;
* *“ The Family Memoirs of the Itov. William
and the antiquarian and othor correspondence of ' code™
Roger and Samuel Gale, etc," issued by the Surtees o
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Free Thoughts.

N

By Lemuel K. Washburn.

_un a man asks yon for a ten dollar bill do you ask

iDtself; What would Jesus do in my place? Tlio man

th t Won"d obey the injunctions of Jesus: “ Give to him
asketh thee and from him that would borrow turn not

<tt? away,” would join the tramp army within a month, or

jj WPio the almshouse.

Sund™U Wb ko 8tudY hypocrisy, go to church and to

itvi-n  ~ave anything to give, give it to man, not to God ;
Tl p more likely to reach its object.

mofor °© . urcb bas given to the world damnation instoad of

inst nla“l> falsehoods instead of facts and superstition
“ead of science.

do n“ian wko is “ spiritual ” is generally a person whom you

to 110do business with, or else he is too big a fool
It m mklaie on.

to0 fo Wonder that all men are liars, and all women

thati] 1 matter. We are taught lies, and we are taught

knOw e?? I'e8 are holy. A child is taught to believe, not to

liarsami s 'a° 18calculated bettor to make human beings
schools than the methods of teaching in Sunday-
facts ]>®ekoi°n is not a safe guide. It does not rest upon
Women -i, 0463 ghosts, miracles and fables. Men and

at’ tan w keb kbe krukb and respect the truth when they
AH fa “*J0 truth in their childhood,
spirits f me as keen written about gods, goddesses, ghosts,
Worthiesll1k8 T,~ck°si and divine things lias been, and is,
Ceature S 10°bsh, and false, for the reason that all such
Deet . and things have been, and are, creatures that
laroGnr IS - save in the imagination or fear of man. A
vhat ivn?0t 10n °* the literature of the past has dealt with
lead, ~nreal, and all such literature should be left un-
S j,00(CXS, ar.° more valuable than fables, and what is true
<k sacr *8 better for mankind than what has been
G°Qj t j "7 cupidity and reverenced by ignorance.
~peiisil;,,avi°r dees not bleom on tho bush of amy religious

°Qearth *Ln° evidence that God has damned a human being
Tlierm'm acb *ess In anY other place.

r “winstead of man being dvm® b°~achidves yPhdik
Qren Human|t¥l_|s enough for something tha

K 1 ity i
carmtbe?x\tleﬁpg}gntllr)]/gd%%gsed. inity is
Christianity is not coal, it is ashes. flie dead. #

The undertaker, not the priest, disi T,Bna. the Unitarians
The orthodox believe in the deity o = ‘erely ingtowing
divinity of Jesus. Unitananism

. 1tﬁo %Ied the Devil? Whoever did, acao\ re"O(':RQBaegaE?/l

Whereas once J)eople saw the <ts on the rocks,
th° Devil, and found the Devils footpr is nO trace

" ‘lete his red-hot feet had stepped; to\day Christianity
»owhere on earth.  His reign is °ve

O R i Ay e Vet Wathout someon

do it for

intidelthe trukb' and nOt a convert t0 Cbrl3tianity C

\i”*ky n°f sing truth and ho happy v >over there !
andbelieve that they will make us 1 1P a chnrch dojk-

. ‘were to come on earth to-iay b over night.
Yihni  bla name would allow him to 8 ? ar0 asleop “six

F\EL> the RTINS e IS RYitmare oh tho Seventh.

I1f n?b '8 kbo thinner, a ghost or a B°m, 0Obo8ts?

bet° is a hol%ghost are there uuhoy o sacrod as tho
t* S  t0tru rfreedom, should bo Just as sac

Hon.i:
as the viper of priestcraft i3 pro-
te”. Man wri.
'X aeieafter'-b?u8°es about inciting human fear of God or
hi. 8318did kbo most contemptible man alive,
tv° aPriest n 8ay: *udd a church, start a Sunday-school,
Jo! ceutribnf?,rayl ia Public and take up a collection whero
i n ? pOn ~oxes can bo seen by all. Just what did
ti.,8°f Jesus € niPare existing Christianity with tho teach-
«f trollOv L 8 ~reported in tho gospels, and seo how far off
hoi* doy7 deta Christians arc.P
havi8busines« ko bo saved | do not seo how it is any-
Prcfip 8 Savior . °ertainly could not bo saved by Chris-
Prieiu to follow WIthout assassinating my intellect, and I
biita  Asfar reason rather thau tho guidauco of a
thB * ~airs i 1bavo read tho history of Christianity in
°8&rather tI°rO aud hereafter, | cliooso to bo lost with
an to bo saved with tho saved.
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The man who first uttered the foolish expression, “ My
mother’s religion is good enough for me.” probably would
not say that his mother's bonnet was good enough for his
wife, or that bis mother’s furniture was good enough for his
own home. Many a man, who honored his mother while
living, and who respects her memory, can honestly say:
My mother's religion is not good enough for me, or good
enough for men and women in this age. Fifty years ago
religion was about all superstition, and a large part of it is
to-day.

In Africa they say, Come to Mohammed; in Asia they say,
Come to Buddha; in Europe and America they say, Come to
Jesus; but we say, Do not “come ” to any of them; come
to your senses.

If a man pays his bills promptly and tries to deal justly
by his fellow-humans, he has a better religion than any
churchman and a better faith than any believer.

Worship of God has made slaves of men.

There is a great deal in this life worth living for besides
another life.

A Roman Catholic is a person who has been scared for
life.

Man’s goodness
goodness.

The only decent religion in the world is morality.

A man does not make a better politician because his soul
is saved.

What justice is there in taxing a humble home and
exempting a gorgeous cathedral ?

When | was a child | believed as a child, and believed
that there was a God who cared for a child, but when |
became a man | knew as a man, and knew that there was
no God who cared for a man.

The moment that Jesus died his power to help human
beings ceased.

There is no fool like a religions fool.

Had the Christians adopted Seneca’s “ Morals ” for their
holy scripture instead of the Bible, there would be more
virtue and less superstition in the world.

If you put your trust in the Lord, it shows that you have
something yet to learn.

The Lord God set the bad example of cursing things. The
first thing that the Lord God cursed was the serpent, who
told Eve that the Lord God had lied to her, then he cursed
Eve with all the pains and sorrows of womanhood and
finally he cursed the ground for Adam’s sake. Men and
women have divine authority for their cursing.

When the Lord God was making Adam and Eve, it is to
be regretted that he had not taken more time for his work,
and turned out a better job.

Tho church of the twentieth century ought to be the
home.

Don’t think all of tho time what you shall live for. It is
enough to livo sometimes without living for anything. To
dwell upon the effect of everything you do makes life a
burden. Do the work of each day as it comes, with no
thought for the morrow. Don't live for a monument. Tho
one you want will never be erected. Give a helping hand
hero, a kind word there, and let the result go to grass, or
somewhere else.

A great many persons believe that in the next world they
will get oven with this world, and so put up with poverty
and injustice. There is a lot of consolation in thinking that
you will see your superiors suffer hereafter.

Wo do not see what this world has to do with a person
who said that his kingdom was not of this world.

If Jesus were living to-day ho would havo too much senso
to follow himself.

Thero aro hotter sormons in pictures to-day than picturos
in sormons.

is better for the world than God’'s

Obituary.

There died at Edinburgh, on the 10th inst., a link with
tho past generation of Edinburgh Secularists in the person
of Mrs. Charles Nicholson, aged 67. In the seventies and
eighties she was a close worker, along with her husband, in
connection with tbo Edinburgh Branch of the N. S. S. at a
time of great activity during the best period of the propa-
ganda of Charles Bradlaugb, Charles Watts, Annie Besant,
G. W. Foote, Joseph Symes, W. W. Collins, to most of whom
she was known personally as a fearless and outspoken
advocato of tbo cause. In later years, she was a strenuous
upholder of tbo Sunday opening movemont in the city, in
connection with which, her son-in-law has been most promi-
nently identified, and her views on all such subjects wero
retained to the last. A secular burial service was read at
her intormont in Echobank Comotery on the 13th by W. D.
Macgrogor, President of tbho Edinburgh Secular Society.

—J. L. A
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, eto.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
Outdoor.

Bethnal Green Branch N. S. S. (Victoria Park, near the
Fountain): 3.15 and 6.15, W. J. Kamsey, Lectures.

North London Branch N. S. S. (Parliament Hill, Hampstead):
3.30 and O, Lectures.

Wert Ham Branch N. S. S. (Outside Maryland Point Station,
Stratford): 7, K. H. Rosetti, “ If Jesus Christ Came To-Day.”

COUNTRY.
QOutdoor.

Bristol Branch N.S.S. (Durdham Downs): 7.15, B. G.
Brown, “ Some Questions for Christians to Answer.”

REDUCED PRICES.

Did Jesus Christ Rise from the Dead ? By
Satadin. The evidences of the Resurrection found
wanting. Post free 7d.

The Bible Against Itself.

Is Christianity a Forgery ?
tory a Fraud? Post free 4d.

The Origin of the Christian Church.
free 6d.

The Bible
free &d.

Did Jesus Christ of the Four Gospels Ever
Live? By Ernest Pack. Just out. A splendid
propagandist pamphlet. Selling like hot cakes.

Post free lid.
A popular collection of miscellaneous pamphlets.

Post free Is. 3d.
A complete Catalogue will he sent, post free, on application.

W. STEWART & CO,
210 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.

Post free Id.
Is English His-

Post
Post

in Rhyme. Very Comical.

PAMPHLETS by C. COHEN.

Foreign Missions their Dangers and

Delusions ... 3d.
Full of facts and figures.
An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics 6d.
Principles of ethics, based on the doctrine of Evolution.
Socialism, Atheism, andChristianity.. Id.
Christianity and Social Ethics Id.
Pain and Providence ... Id.

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C

Natural Religion

oa
THE SECRET OF ALL THE CREEDS.
BY
F. J. B.

Being an abbreviated rendering in English of the great work of
Dupuis, L'Origine de tous lea Cultca, first published in 1794, from
which Robert Taylor, Lo%an Mitchell, and other astro-mythical
exponents of Christianity have so largely drawn. This little hook
thoroughly explains the astronomical origin of Christianity, in a
manner which everyone may easily understand. It will he of
the deepest interest to Freethinkers and an astonishing eye-
opener to orthodox Christians. Its value is enhanced by the
inclusion of three important plates from Dupuis, reproduced (with
difficulty) on India paper, which will not break with folding.

Bound in Cloth. Price Two Shillings.

Postago Twopenco Extra.

lili Pioneer 1'rebb, 2 Nowcaatlo-atreot, Farringdon-strect, E.C.
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DOES TEA

CIYEYOU
INDICESTIO M ?

IF SO, itis because ordinary tea contain*
allo-tannic acid, the iluid that leather is
anned w

It hardens the coats of the stomach, re-
tarding flow of gastric juices, thus causin
indigestion, bad complexion, and wea
nerves. One natural tea only is free from
this Crude Tannin, because it consists
solely of the tipsof selected leavesfreed from
the stalks which contain this injurious
juice.__Itis called

1] —T ”
Typhoo =Tipps
and 1,000 doctors now recommend itas
the only digestive tea. It is pure Ceylon,
hence exquisite flavour, and absolutely un-
medicated. The absence of stalks enables it
to&/_leld 50 more large cups per pound than

ordinary tea, hence economy.

A LARGE SAMPLE PACKET issent
FREE, with nearest agent's name, to every-
one who writes forit,enclosing 2d. for postage

OO TEA CO, Ltd.,

pdf 25, Castle Street, Birmingham*

BUSINESS CARDS.

Short advertisements are inserted under this heading at the r »

of 2s. per half inch and 3s. Cd. per inch. No advertised

under this heading can be less than 2s. or extend beyond
inch. Special terms for several continuous insertions.

FREETHOUGHT BADGES.—The new N. 8. S. Badge ~
nishes an excellent method of introduction to Freethm vy
The design is the French Freethinkers emblem—a single B
flower—button shape, with strong pin. Price 2d., 1,03taBstle-
Reduction for 6 or more.—N. 8. 8. Secretary, 2 Ne'vta
street, Farringdon-street, E.C. N

H. S. YVTSHART (N.S.S, C.F.,, and I.L.P-). ad®r
cate of Freethought and Humanism, ope°® ~
lectures, debates, or missions on Freetho«g
Atheism, Socialism, and Humanism. For da
etc., apply 22 Sandhurst-avenue, HarehillS)

J. W. GOTT will be in Liverpool at Whitsuntide, T*I§30"'
have not an opportunity of being measured for one of 1 G

)

Suits to measure there can have patterns and Qotl

ment forms sent to their own address post free.—J.

28 Church-bank, Bradford.

27s. 6d. SUITS to Measure, in all colors. Well-oO*

made, and woll-fitting. Warranted all wool. Sampl

with self-measurement form.—H. M. Wilson, 22

side-terrace, Bradford. .
0

A CHALLENGE TO THE CLERGY.—An Expos'l jt
Christian Socialism, by Ernest Pack. Nothing,e
on earth. Only just out of tho press. PriC®
Dyson, 696 Bolton-road, Bradford.

able book; entilded Malph Crickl )

It gives a very vivid account of tho mental evolution o

man, who is convinced by study that many of his form 1
beliefs are not founded on fact. We think wo are b®

secret in sa inﬂ this is the actual experience o* hel tre
Persons of all shades of religious belief, and no religlo |0l
all, may derive much intellectual benefit from a Per
book.” —John Dull.

Ralph Cricklewood;

. . . ti°
A Twentieth Century Critical ana Ir:ia 'n
Expose of Christian Mythology”

(In tde Form O a Novel.)
By STEPHEN FITZ-STEP#"
A Well-Wisher of the Human Fatn\H'

Od>
Price 3

“ We have received from_the Pioneer Press a copy | >
givoot, By BtBpben 'l %Eﬂ. %i

~

388 pages, cloth.
Post Froe. .
fi-
.gtro°
The Pioneer Priss, 2 Newcastlo-strcot, Farrington
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THE PAINE CENTENARY.

Great Celebration Meeting

Op THE hundredth anniversary of the death of

THOMAS PAINE

WILL BE HELD IN TIIE BEAUTIFUL NEW

ST. JAMES’'S HALL,

GREAT PORTLAND STREET, LONDON, W

ON

Tuesday Evening, June 8, at 8 o’clock.

Some of the Speakers:

BRADLAUGH-BONNER ; Mr. GEORGE GREENWOOD, M.P.; Mr.
tRBERT BURROWS; Mr. HARRY SNELL; Mr. C. COHEN; Mr. A B
MOSS; Mr. F. DAVIES; Mr. G. W. FOOTE.

All Seats Free. Collection towards Expenses.

“ Messrs. Whitehouse and Co. liave sent B samples of their

SI ng I e S u ItS boots, and we are bound to say, without posing as an anthority
on such matters, that they seem to us extremely good value for
AT the money.”—Freethinker, January 3, 1909.

WhOIesaIe Prlces Catalogue sent post free on application.
The

Business Man’s
S is no good unless backed up by Boot.

Sood value for money. Neal box calf, straight

olosh, jockey back, drill
ined, medium toe, best
soles. Warranted all
jolid leather. Stocked
In sizes 5. G 7, 8, 9,

GaJis* JESSOP & SON, LTD,, and 10.
We have note decided to
of ~Nis, and as many readers supply lace and Derby

pattern same price.

tfve ~~ethinker” have already 8s. 6d., post free.

"they more than fulfil what

. GENTS.’ Box Calf Boots, Lace or Derby 10/0 and 12/G.
theY claim to do. " N " Welted, Lace or Derby 15/9.

" Glaco Kid, Lace or Derby 12/0.

" Tan Willow Calf, Lace or Derby 10/0 and 12/0.

-*tt Send Postcard for LADIES’ Box Calf Boots, Lace 5/11, Button and Derby G/3.
" Glace Kid Boots, Lace or Button 0/11 and 8/11.
and Self-measurement Form. " Tan Glaco Kid Boots, Lace 7/11.
" Black Glaco Shoos, Laco GG

) " " Six Bar GG
, Tan Glaco, Six Bar or Gibson 6/11.
All Goods sent Post Free
VISSOP & SON, LTD.,

Foreign Orders must be accompanied by Extra Postage.
INS Manufacturers,

YORKSHI]RE. When ordering please enclose postal order and state

your requirements
ease Mention this paper. WHITEHOUSE & CO., BOOT FACTORS, STOURBRIDGE.
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THE PAINE CENTENARY COMMEMORATION:

JUNE 8 +«n, 1909.

W ITH a view to commemorating the Centenary of the death of Tb°/
Paine, Messrs. Watts are issuing for the Rationalist Press Associ™D

Limited, in its popular Cheap Reprints Series, the monumental

LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE

written by the late Dr.

Moncure D. Conway.
obtainable only in its original expensive form (2 vols., 25s.).

The work has hitherto v»

With the gRUBK

co-operation of the Author’'s Executors and Publishers, it is now being L

lished unabridged in three Sixpenny Parts (postage on each Part 2d.).

The t»

and Second Parts are ready, and the Third Part will follow early next
The work will also be issued complete in paper cover at Is. 6d. (postage

handsomely bound in cloth, gilt tops, at 2s. 6d. net (postage 5d.).
Is appended, from which

contents

exhaustively treated:—

EARLY INFLUENCES

EARLY STRUGGLES

DOMESTIC TROUBLE

THE NEW WORLD

LIBERTY AND EQUALITY

“COMMON SENSE”

UNDER THE BANNER OF
PFNDFNGF

SOLDIER AND SECRETARY

FRENCH AID, AND THE PAINE-

DEANE CONTROVERSY

A STORY BY GOUVENEUR MORRIS

CAUSE, COUNTRY, SELF

A JOURNEY TO FRANCE

THE MUZZLED OX TREADING
OUT THE GRAIN

GREAT WASHINGTON AND BOOR
PAINE

PONTIFICAL AND POLITICAL IN-

VENTIONS

INDE-

it will

RETURNING TO THE OLD HOME

A BRITISH LION WITH AN AMERI-
CAN HEART

PAINE'S LETTERS TO JEFFERSON
IN PARIS

THE KEY OF THE BASTILLE

“THE RIGHTS OF MAN~”

FOUNDING THE EUROPEAN RE-

PUBLIC

THE RIGHT OF EVOLUTION

THE DEPUTY FOR CALAIS IN THE
CONVENTION

OUTLAWED IN ENGLAND

“KILL THE KING, BUT NOT THE
MAN ”

AN OUTLAWED ENGLISH AMBAS-

SADOR
REVOLUTION v. CONSTITUTION
A GARDEN IN THE FAUBOURG
ST. DENIS | A CONSPIRACY

be seen that the

A list 0 j
life of Pdil

A TESTIMONY UNDER te

LOTINE . PR[sO>f
A MINISTER AND HIS
SICK AND IN PRISON ,
A RESTORATION ruitioOF
THE SILENCE OF WASH1
“THE AGE OF REASON
FRIENDSHIPS
THEOPHILANTHROP*

THE REPUB_LICAN ABU"pg
THH LAST YEAR IN NreprikOA
THE AMERICAN iNQUA”tgON
NEWROCHELLEAND 1tl

VILLES IT.rrtgds
A NEW YORK PROMET
PERSONAL TRAITS rlrrTj0-j
DEATH AND RESURR,EJFFH’%
APPENDICES The Co -mﬂ]’i

The Hall Manuscripts ;J5 »

Paine ; Brief List of | all

Messrs. Watts are in addition publishing a Selection from

PAINE'S POLITICAL

WRITINGS, N

including “Common Sense,” “The Crisis,” and Speeches upon the

Death of Louis XVI.

Bradlaugh Bonner, who in addition contributes a Foreword on the

able services of Paine to the Democracy in all countries.

consisting of 144 pages, is issued uniform with the Popular

The Selection has been carefully edited by MrS”eri®

This Cheap * 1
®di  jft

“The Age of Reason,” the price being: in paper cover 6d., by post 8d»

cloth Is., by post Is. 3d.

Finally, Messrs. Watts are issuing, in one volume, handsomely bound 1

gilt tops,

THE WORKS OF THOMAS PAINE, N
comprising “The Age of Reason,” “The Rights of Man,” and the ah°weOf

Selection from Paine’s Miscellaneous Political

volume is 2s. 6d. net (postage 5d.).

SPECIAL OFFER.—*“The Life of Paine” and “ The Writings of Pt
handsomely bound in cloth, gilt tops, will be despatched to any address P

for 5s.

Copy of complete catalogue and of
pp.) will be sent gratis on receipt of post-card.

Writings.
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