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is the man to whom his oiun mother has not
ea“ other mothers venerable.—RICHTEE.

of GEORGE MEREDITH.
And Smaller Matters.

Writ~fand * aro on friend,y ‘Orms- | do not
in the°?Ke 9 public, for I am not interested
ghaii ci i delight its soul. | write for a
4Person i °' rGadera whom | can address in quite
Bon Ji1 Wa* wben necessary. And such an occa-
After pr?sentts itself.
Press t last week’s Freethinker through the
a little r T301* fulfilling an old intention to secure
~euferen % and cbange before tackling the N. S. S.
~Nork dh! O wbich always throws a lot of extra

I~ n me> The winter has been a long one,
geVeu-dav® 10uud “ full °f labor; moreover, mine is a
“hat j y®'a-week task, and the only leisure | get is
‘r‘m the T ' 80 * determined to get right away
b°oks ° Ice> and also from home, where my
n™'fint; paPere are, and where work is always
i'Shton . i8' efccordingly, | made tracks for
trcasslhl 1Ca 18 insk near enough to London to
n deter oné A uesday> and just far enough away
f Ppilyl 1o “rom running up on any other day.
i0Orfbe verve my ANosi' ffood with me—my wife;
g °atch thn *rS"‘b*nS | did after leaving home was
aaay years *t?8 abominable cold | have had for
Cf Pefied"m made me feel mean and miserable;
i.j*atorinm QT * was S°°d for nothing except the
. ai;on ,/ri8h«d ih ?d never loft home ; and,
\XaE ‘Winter Wan°* ~ave done so if | had known
|_Eace. was coming back with such sudden

W jj uader@Ceied 3n 8e“ ing that abominable cold
m<S to attaeU? 'O,mby M°°day, | was looking for-
‘hwfrat revwWw0? mPaeB8day’s special work with a
&r: Mback at &.In‘ere8 > when | experionoed a
Dw@@ “luess see'n8 tho newspaper report of tho
| u’aud he w0 Deorge Meredith. lie was an old
°the W'bat S 0UQd to die some timo ; of course

the r p*atitude,S pam WO" aualnted Wlth many
EasanQt0 8 ut the world will never ho quite

Sy' SonjG 0 agaln, with George Meredith out
to vO, Wei] iay think I am not a philosopher to

rbQrean nO' Graimed at that dignity. | prefer
7eie ‘Jose, O know what | love, and | feel

‘hat onwards p®0 wbo knew what my feelings
“°ni0 ?e®day 'e?r8° Meredith will understand
BEe| me  rrunS 8 news of his death is not a

‘he aHder8tand HIny Pre8ent condition. They will

2 'c'e | shnnm ,atn n°t *n a position to write
he 0! a I0ft  write on the passing of so great

hain ti'® tonAL gen'@> a consummate mastor of
s ‘ of r® best Cfeethinker from first to last,
i“ly v . hianitv  highest sense of tho words a

8'adlv™*t WI'b bis face over turned, not
b”o, T6a8°u anti °© ‘bo dawn of tho now day of

*N aleh»a8 it !

) . w" te il ‘«’'day. | am not
‘dfia 0 at hoion

8a*d | and all my books and
>which | Bhall not see again until
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the end of the week. Besides, | am not in the
desperate hurry of a hired journalist. | am not
bound to splutter observations over George Meredith's
dead body before it is in the coffia. What | have to
say should be said with care—and it shall be said so.
It is curious how things happen in this mutable
world. Only three weeks ago, in a letter to George
Meredith, | said that | promised myself the pleasure
of doing a series of artioles on his works, and
especially on his poems, during the early summer.
I should have liked him to read those articles, and |
believe they would have given him pleasure; for they
would have come from the head and heart of one
writing not merely as a literary critic, but as a
fighter for liberty and progress who had found
nourishment and stimulus in the Master’s writings.

The daily papers, and in their turn the weeklies,
will be printing endless articles on George Meredith.
They never understood him, but they were obliged to
admit his greatness,—or at least his size. Not a
word will they say (any more than in the case of
Swinburne) about his Freethought. It would pain
their writers, as well as their readers, to state that
he put Humanity in the place of God, and the life of
mankind in the place of personal immortality. It
would be absolutely shocking to state that he
actually sent a cheque, a few weeks ago, towards
supporting the “ wicked ” Freethinker. | happen to
have his letter in my pocket-hook. It was dated
April 23 (Shakespeare’'s Day!), and | daresay it was
one of the last things he wrote with his own hand.
Even the address on the envelope is in his own
writing. It was a matter he thought it best to
seo to himself. His name, he told me, as well as
his cheque, was at my disposal. For which | was
both glad and sorry : sorry beoause it might be made
an annoyance to him by the bigots,—and glad
because of tho high calm courage he displayed in
ignoring them. For, after all, it will be admitted,
some day or other, I am perfectly confident, that the
greatest living master of English literature did an
intrepid thing in associating his name with that of
one so truly hated and so affectedly despised as
mysolf. It more than compensated for a thousand
insults and outrages. A line, a word, from George
Merodith, set in one scale ; and all tho calumnions
falsehoods about my life and work in the other,—
including my illiteracy and my “ garbage”; and tho
one scale falls promptly to the ground, while the
other dangles ignominiously in the air.

There was a postscript to that last letter from
Mr. George Meredith (I have had others) which
roforred to tho action of Mr. Watts-Dunton in regard
to Swinburne’'s funeral. | had reminded George
Meredith that he might not agree with me, and
Mr. Watts-Dunton was a personal friend of his,
which involved tho possession of good qualities ; but
his action in regard to Swinburne’'s funeral was a
public matter on which | had a right of public
criticism. Goorge Merodith replied : “ Watts-Dun-
ton, as | have to suppose, was ill and feeble at the
time of tho funeral.” Evidently something had to be
supposed. But tho worst is that Mr. Watts-Donton’s
illness and feebleness have persisted. He has
thanked tho vicar of Bonchurch for the “ magnifi-
cont” way in which ho obtruded pious nonsense at
an Athoist’s burial. G W E

. . oote.
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Christianity and Psychology.—llI.

(Continued from p. 307.)

The ntter uselessness of taking any person’s version
of his or her mental experiences as affording any
proof of a supernatural influence, is clearly indicated
in the case of witchcraft. Here wo have a once uni-
versal belief, and on behalf of the reality of which as
much evidonce has been furnished as has been forth-
coming for any item of religious belief. The wisest
have testified to its reality. The accused themselves
have admitted their intercourse with diabolic powers.
Others have been “ bewitched ” into various dis-
orders, and manifested the symptoms usual in such
cases. Yet to-day, amongst educated people, the
belief is dead beyond the possibility of a resurrec-
tion. Religious people accept the purely scientific
explanation of the existence of the belief, and
account for the self-conviction of people as being
due to mere suggestion acting on uninformed minds
in an unenlightened age. If the general belief of
people concerning certain cases of alleged diabolic
possession can be shown to be wrong, why should we
place any greater reliance upon their belief in theo-
cratic possession? May it not be that just as they
were mistaken in the one instance so we are to day
attributing to “ divine influence” the operation of
purely physiological and psychological processes ?

I do not mean by this that all religion begins with,
and rests upon, the same basis as the self-accusation
of a “ witch the religious belief must, in fact, be in
existence before such interpretations of mental states
—normal and morbid—can be given. But once we
have the religious interpretation of nature in exist-
ence, then it is unquestionable that it is kept alive,
in the teeth of advancing knowledge, by a misreading
of subjective phenomena as well as by those of a
purely physiological character. And even when cer-
tain special phenomena, hitherto associated with re-
ligion, have had their real nature explained, religious
belief is still left the gainer by the long association.

Dr. Cutten properly divides the psychological
phenomena associated with Christianity into the
normal and the morbid; but the full influence of
morbid states on religion in general is not nearly
sufficiently recognised. Let us consider, for instance,
the full value of the fact that, with unenlightened

people, insanity, epilepsy, and nervous disorders in
general are assigned a spiritual cause. So long as
this belief obtains there is a patent, indisputable

proof before all. Even of so developed a people as
the Greeks Emanuel Deutsch says:—

“ There is a peculiar something supposod to inhere
in epilepsy. The Greeks called it a sacred disease.
Bachantic and Cborybantic fervor were god-inspired
stages. The Pythia uttered her oracles under tho
most distressing signs. Symptoms of convulsions were
even needed as a sign of tho divine.”*

Dr. Howden, for some years medical superinten-
dent of the Montrose Lunatic Asylum, points out
the close connection between epilepsy and religious
exaltation; and Dr. Ireland, in his interesting work,
The Blot upon the Brain, has gathered together an
instructive collection of instances showing the same
connection. How easily a religious interpretation
may be placed upon mental states that have their
basis in epilepsy is to be seen by Dr. Maudesley's
description of its characteristic symptoms:—

“ The stato of tho blood has a most direct affect upon
tho functions of tho sensory ganglia. Too much blood,
as is well known, gives rise to subjective sonsations,
such as flashes of light beforo tho eyes and roaring in
tho ears; but it is not so generally knowu that when
the abnormal action reaches a certain intensity, move-
ments responsive to, or sympathetic with, tho halluci-
nation, may take place....... Tho patient's senses are
possessed with hallucinations, his ganglionic central
cells being in a state of what may bo callod convulsive
action ; before the eyes are blood-red flames of fire.......
tho ears are filled with a terriblo roaring noise....... the
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smell is perhaps one of sulphurous stifling, and
desperate and violent actions are the convulsive ie
actions to such fearful hallucinations.”

I need hardly point out how inevitably, with an
environment that suggests a religious interpret»ik
of phenomena, the uninformed mind will transit
such experiences as being due to supernatural jh#il
ence.

The degree to which a mistaken interpretation
disordered physiological conditions has bolstered r
the sense of divine or diabolic influence could
illustrated by hundreds of cases from St. Paul
Evan Roberts. A very striking case is, hoWwa'e’
furnished in the case of Martin Luther,
quite a young man he complained of frequent attac®
of earache, toothache, giddiness, and a feeling
though “ there was some wind tearing through
head.” He explains that “ the Devil had somethl
to do with it.” He complains that the Devil d\
him from his bed, makes noises through the nigh"
keep him from sleeping, enters into long disoussiO
with him, and in his old age explains that the c» »
of his decay is due to “ the blows of Satan.” * s
surely not straining the case to say that in I*nth
case, as in the case of many others, the sense ot ~
being under tho direct guidance of God was n”
little due to his mistaking a purely pathologicll
dition for a supernatural influence. Maudesley
well said :—

“ The supernatural powers which were tbhoug
possess and constrain the mind are....... plainly i@ N3
than its natural nervous substrata engaged IUUIO
ordinate, abnormal, or, so to speak, unnatural ~
tions....... The painstaking researches of pathology
steadily to supersede an awe-stricken and 18] pjost
admiration of tho supernatural in this its last an

bO(

obscure retreat; for they prove that, in tho ox
ecstasies, thero is neither theolepsy nor diabolfP J
any other lepsy in the sense of the possession\ ~{9
individual by an external power. What there
is a ptycholepsy.”

And Dr. Cutten properly says i— b0

* Sinco wo are able both to produce and cur®

niacal possession in our laboratories, it laal® "Ndi &
necessary to invoke the aid of demons to Hiie
explanation, especially when wo can give a 00 ¢ 3
without it. The disaggregation of consciousu0 ()0
split in personality, with an insistent idea o
secondary consciousness, is all that science

day to furnish a case of demoniacal possossiO"(

and fiendish as the most fastidious could wish
Quite so; one can only regret that Dr. Cutt6"™tW0O
equally clear and informing upon tho beliel m
cratic possession. For both rest upon ,exft ;jjiig O
same basis. In each case wo have a misrQ® rOf
normal or abnormal mental states in terms ~
gious belief. The belief that man is influe "e[00™
demons no longer exists because tho belief 1» is
is dead in educated circles; tho boliof tha
influenced by the “ spirit of God” still eXeor’ fon'
though it rests upon no better or strong
dation. .aBW

Dr. Cutten’s chapters on Revivals, Ken#togO1 to
demies, Conversions, and Sex, may bo taken t

sinco they are all connected, and will a ~ thl
illustrate tho same aspect of the subjec m |
point,”too, one may raise a protest gi*
author’s irritating habit of speaking Ol o”eL
forces," as though they were distinct Ir.” ¢jspO™
This, of course, assumes the whole point 1 eYdfj

?ﬁg?gna}ilrx | ge(ln,y l;l_hg'i any “ rell |0L_|_5___f° -
forces, etc. Pbi“ wh T°rce 8 bloJoglcaI forC~rces
What exam'naLonh $hBl0s f?Qe noF%'{QI'OQﬁd eftpl_

fortc%%gh?'ﬂm 1a ohm[%{%%r and a religion.3 * (-

Cutten does of 1 ' arV*ono mfty say oi is
need to invoke ,Pmoniacfll possession, tbor

explanation of* V id of ~ligioa to tariff
when wo can ai = Paftionlar phonomonon,

we see thesai/t »/° Ubottor °no without
It has alroadv / leno,>lcnon nnconnectod wiLh cOse

EPa{Peg‘iﬁEiUéE&ilSU Wse@sﬁgﬁ gpate "
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ged pr by simple suggestion. What remains to be
i8 ? 18 that the phenomena of religious conversion
faJ? the same way a distortion of normal social

angs that may, by misdirection, often become
abrormal.

Phe*~  a™ ~ *a °t)v*ous that a great deal of the
Put‘Dtnena of revivals and of conversions may be
Rest'°Wh ~ie simPle Power °f sympathetic sug-
calllon Epidemics of the Middle Ages, Hecker
tg 3 atténtion to the influence of imitation, not
Ilhaf *D re''8on>but in other directions as well,
ca -Ibong Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages is a
pniln P.°nt* Here we have large numbers of
ent? e>children as well as adults, who traversed the
ilitore *ength of a country, dancing until they sank
the a,8ate of exhaustion, the movement taking all
°ited i aracteristics of a disease. In another case,
iu p Hecker, agirl employed in a cotton works
alfj'aacadhir0 was thrown into a fit caused by
Se °r having placed a mouse in her bosom.
t c~tinued in the most violent convulsions for
arou wf°Ur hours. By some means the idea was
jat 3 that the girl was the victim of a disease
jore UCd by the ooftiow. The neXk day Saveral
patie © 8Were seized with convulsions. Then the
Pitied H”eCame more numerous, until it was ascer-

With ,, at the complaint was in nowise connected
it haij ° c°kt°n) when it subsided as quickly as
&ized ai’sen' another case a woman was

°Qo Afith an epileptic fit while in church. At
faintQe' eral PeoP began to complain of palpitation,
tlye88 an”™ Passed into a motionless and appa-
assa”p/atafeptic state. Here again the attacks
ate fiil i e nabure of an epidemic. Medical records
&otaj)etl wjfh such cases, although when they do
ae treefr ~rect connection with religion they
the Oirate<™ “or what they are. Change some of
re% i J Umstance8 exc*in8 cause be of _a
Ptovides Ore”> an<f causes of exactly the nature will
ad all wtth the sense of religious conviction
teligiQn ae attendant paraphernalia of evangelical

to recGnhyears Gustave Le Bon has added
s psveh eratanding of the subject by his study of
k'th Qo °*°8y °f crowds. He has pointed out that
8r@ht “f certain eloments of suggestibility are
at’ hold = O strong operation, that with individuals
ald irmit*0. “beyance. A crowd is impulsive, mobile,

tor». able. All the more primitive quatities of
I°h. Ure>good and bad, are brought into opera-
guick to receive and act upon suggestions,

I°his ox > m°8hridiculous character. Its imagina-
‘ Ated, whilo its reason is depressed. In a
Giteseathd individual may be raised above, or

u6Qturo €;°w>bis normal level. All deponds upon
gener /™ e SP8e8hi°n to which he is exposed.

ard als~tf808 ~ 10 8P°ntanoity, tho violence, the ferocity,
"botn I, f enfhu8iasm and heroism of primitive beings,
~hich B> fllr~hor tends to resemble by the facility with
ItllagesJi a. . WB himself to bo impressed by words and
6a°h of I, .eh would be entirely without action on
a»d to  a° h.olated individuals composing tho crowd—
°hvioua f *nhuced to commit acts contrary to his most
uterests and his best known liabits.”

C. Cohen.
(To be concluded.)
h Intellectual Plane.
NINoro@B  rnosh mysterious  structure, and tho

On8 *t been ™ wo investigate it tho more inscrut-
O ‘“?atilQ ™ ee> Physiologically it is simply the
'l uPorg - - ath€ nerveus system, the largest and
Or»n_ _Jnt norvo-centro, whilo functionally it is

A Onl &nsation and flought. At fiest tho

Cellg  ~ 60 much skin which, enveloped by tho

Jell, 8taa(|k OaHy developed into a fooling and
All ~  *he. How it feels and thinks we cannot

hot Beerlln’) v *8 f'bat apart from. it |nteII|gence
CMm 1o Byist Ff this is trued it follows
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that the notion of an independent entity called soul,
or spirit, or mind cannot be entertained. It is the
testimony of both experience and observation that
the nervous system is the seat of self-consciousness,
and of all vital manifestations. Plato regarded the
“ conscious soul ” as a foreigner imprisoned in the
body for a season; as a musician doomed to play
upon a wretchedly imperfect instrument, in punish-
ment, no doubt, of some sin committed in aprevious
existence ; as a thinker whose “ intercourse with the
body ” hindered him “ from gaining truth and
wisdom.” To understand the real nature of the
soul, said that greatest of metaphysicians, “ we must
look at it, not, as we are now doing, after it has been
marred by its association with the body, and by other
evils; but we must carefully contemplate it by the
aid of reasoning, where it appears in unsullied
purity; and then its surpassing beauty will be dis-
covered.” But all this is pure speculation abso-
lutely insusceptible of verification. Not only is there
no proof that the soul existed prior to its alleged
union with the body, there is not even the shadow
of evidenoe that soul and body are two distinct
entities living together in temporary wedlock.

When we say that man has a mind, or an intellect,
all we mean is that he is an intelligent, thinking
being. All knowledge must reach him through his
bodily senses, and all wisdom is gained by experi-
ence. Locke’s famous saying, “ There is nothing in
the mind that was not first in the senses,” is as true
to-day as it was two hundred years ago. Leibnitz
imagined tbat by ingeniously adding, “except the
mind itself,” he finally discredited Locke’s philo-
sophy. But in the light of later science the addition
to the original dictum looks ridiculous. What Locke
meant was that there are no such things as innate
ideas. We are not born in possession of knowledge
of any kind. There is nothing in the brain except
the capacity to receive and reflect upon communica-
tions from the senses; and all the senses are purely
physical. As far as knowledge, ideas, and judgments
are concerned the brain of an infant is like a sheet
of white paper.

In a sermon that appeared in the Christian Com-
monwealth for May 12, Mr. Campbell dwelt on “ Life's
Unanswered Questions." According to him the
unanswered questions are these three, Whence ?
Whither? and Why? “ The truth is,” said this
preacher, “that of the sources of your being you
know nothing.” Then he took the future and said:—

“ As you get older the list of those whom you have
known and loved who have passed into the great silence
becomes longer and longer. Where have they gone?
You cannot tell. Is that the end of them and of the
joyful fellowship so rudely interrupted ? Some say,
Yes, and some say, No ; but united, unequivocal testi-
mony there is none.”

Then he turned to the possible reason for existence,
and observed —

“Why is it? Hero wo are as much at fault as ever.
Thoro aro many voices trying to tell us what mon feel,
guess, or speculate as to the purpose, if purpose there
bo, of this ceaseless llux of worlds and living beings;
but has the last word been spoken yet? Has even the
first been spokon ? Have any or all of our moralisings,
religious and philosophic systems, teachers, preachers, and
seers succeeded in laying bare the goal of this stupendous
output of onorgy ? Are there not many minds filled with
the misgiving that, perhaps, after all, there may be no
goal whatever, that tho Universe is but a shapeless hulk
drifting through raging storms upon a limitless ocean,
with no harbor to steer for and no hand to steer ? Yes,
there aro, and such minds arc not the least worthy of
thoir kind. Tho mightiest thinker that ever lived can
throw no light upon tho existence of a black beetle or
a cobra, much more upon tho cosmos itself or tho
destiny of tho individual man.”

Thoso two extracts might have fallen from the lips or
the pen of a Freethinker or Secularist. The preacher
frankly confessed that no one has any knowledge
whatever to impart on the mysterious subject of
existence. Wo cannot toll whence it came, whithor
it goetb, or why it is at all. What has become of
tho Bible revelation? What has happened to the
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Christian Gospel ? In the above extracts they are
utterly ignored, as they so richly deserve to be.
“ Upon the intellectual plane,” admitted the preacher,
the problems of the Universe are absolutely inso-
luble. Then he quoted Omar’s impressive lines: —

“ There was the Door to which | found no key ;
There was the Veil through which I might not see;

Some little talk awhile of Me and T hee
There was—and then no more of Thee and Me.”

“ In the way of positive knowledge upon the intel-
lectual plane,” the preacher told his hearers, “ the
great majority of you would have to say, Not proven.”
But is there any other plane upon which positive
knowledge is obtainable? In the sermon under
consideration Mr. Campbell mentions none, although
in the last half of it he speaks as if he actually
possessed such knowledge. He refers to God in
familiar terms, and to Jesus’s doctrine of God, as if
he really believed it. Indeed, he talks as if he posi-
tively knew what he declares “ the mightiest thinker
that ever lived” neither did nor could know. Are
we to infer from this that the minister of the City
Temple claims to be the proud possessor of a positive
knowledge which has been consistently withheld
from the world’s mightiest thinkers? Logically, no
other inference is possible ; and from other sermons
and books of his we learn that he does pretend to be
able to explain the whence, whither, and why of all
things. He declares that God made the Universe,
and that his object in making it was to express him-
self. He also implies that God's attempt at self-
expression must have been at least a partial failure,
for he adds : “ God is getting at something, and we
must help him.” He even proclaims his faith in the
doctrine of the Trinity, and avers that physical
science implies it. “ Perhaps this would be news to
Professor Ray-Lankester, and such as he,” naively

he adds: “ but I think I could convince them that I
am right if I had them face to face.” Even in the
discourse now under review we come upon this

strange utterance: “Whence came you ? Lst us
Hap to the highest and answer, ‘ From God, who is
oar home.” Whither go you? Towards that which
you have never left.” Ho is equally positive in deal-
ing with the “ why.” “ Why, but that God has set
you to work out what you are, and return to that
whence you set out, bearing with you the fruit of
your pilgrimage.” If that is not positive knowledge,
it is reckless speculation and rank folly. That it is
not knowledge is cloar from the following: “ Our ears
have been stopped and our eyes closed for a little
while to the beauty and glory of heaven, only lot us
bo faithful to what that heaven is whispering to our
hearts.” That may bo high mysticism, but it is a
contradiction in terms, and disgusts the lovers of
clear thinking.

We confidently assert that there is no piano upon
which knowledge is obtainable other than tho intel-
lectual. Knowledge is understanding, information,
intelligence, and it can be acquired only by tho
reason. Now, tho New Theologians assume the
existence of an immanent and transcendent God of
Love because they discern the presence of Good Will
in mankind. Tho position of orthodox divines is
perfectly intelligible, howovor irrational. They fall
back upon the authority of a Biblical " Thus saith
the Lord " in defence of their otherwise impossible
creed. As tho late Doan Mansel said, in effect:
“ Theology is contrary to reason; but wo have the
infallible Word of God for it, and must believe it.”
The New Theologians, however, simply infer their
doctrine of Eternal Love from tho by no mcanB uni-
versal exhibition of Good Will among men. Mr.
Campbell went down to Brighton and mot a dying
old man who walked a long distanco, and waited two
hours for an opportunity merely to wish tho great
preacher well. Mr. Campbell is fully aware that
there are thousands of British Christians who cherish
anything but Good Will towards him, and who take
positive delight in vilifying Freethinkers. Indeed,
we are sorrowfully obliged to confess that in tho
human world 11l Will is almost as common as Good
Will-  Would it not be as reasonable for us to assume
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the existence of a Malevolent Being, well-nigh asQ
potent, as it is for Mr. Campbell to see in the Go
Will of his admirers a token of an all-loving God?
In reality, the Good Will, of which so much !
made by sentimental divines, is a social asset slowy
acquired during a million years of evolution; &
there is by no means a sufficient amount of it yell
There is so little of it in the City of London tha
twenty thousand policemen must be constantly €1
ployed to keep order. There is so little of it bOtfffle
Germany and Great Britain that each is doing 1
utmost to be in perfect readiness to devour the
at the slightest provocation. There is Good
but, as yet, like Christian charity, it is a rarity w
the sun. In the River of Life it is even now bn
struggling current that can be traced back to its s°u
in the breasts of the mammalian mother. A t0
God ? Then God must be pronounced a a®
failure. His so-called attempts at self-ex
a perfect fiasco. And standing on the inte.
plane, which is the only scientific plane, and
which alone knowledge is possible, it is fu'te d
possible to maintain, on a single ground of rea
that the Universe is either indwelt, brooded °@
or governed by Infinite Intelligence or Boon
Benevolence. J. T. LLOID

Watching and Waiting.

« t®
Ai teh the rejection of my motion to exclude
Holy Bible ” from all the libraries of Camber*«1l
made yet another move in the Council with ¢
object of getting the Libraries Committee Cieh
sider the advisability of excluding tho Daily C1 jjjgt
from the libraries on the ground that it ~ prec
jourpal thet was the real offeodert and not the
thinker, which after all only mado reasons >%ug!i
mernts on am absard poem - bot though *
strenuously, and with as much argumentatively
as | was able to command, | failed most (ji&fiJiCQ),
to convince my opponents. It is not my
however, to let tho bigots win without a N
struggle. Tho question is, What should ~ ~
action in the future ? In my judgment it j pf
unreasonable on my part, because | cannot b "eit
own way, to move for tho oxolusion of t niftstd
works on science and philosophy by isU®  jjeotf
minds as Darwin, Huxley, Spencer, («e*G jeertO

Lswes, Haeckel, and many others, in order "y e
strate that tho Libraries Committee wou N o
carrying their action to a logical conolus' ,g3J&
doing. It must bo acknowledged, when a

and done, that the Freethinker contains iieP

of matter as tho works of the GHI8,,.jinp3 -

CXCqu&sggJPf un)0,0Pab ‘Cation3- ~or wou,a " fw

works of all the n to.Inovo for tho oxchisioofL
of those J datrFreetbouSbt P°olB> i
® <k of the nwr. k? 1 foeJ 8uro woudd BooQ-b >

POFPRORBVIC @D I b " iklithemdefss just the “fa

*fo, if they werT, bra of 8Jch » Committee, dl
mb poets as 8h i?n ? ncJunintod with theh ot

°J James Tho™n ' O*’ Arns, Swinba”n,.

fiffo iaob WOfH,;ﬂdMQIdﬁPXr%ﬁm&met
t Sg a@&o

tho timid and bigoted in matters to

and literary tasto novor venture jourO
remains, thoroforo, only the Chris* ~vy ip
magazines for mo to deal with. D' (jatnb°r'Vv

arc taken by tho various libraries i°
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jithough I could find in them many statements to
b'ch I am entirely opposed, | am afraid | should be
Jgarded as narrow-minded, from a Freethought
aDapoint, if 1 were seriously to move for the
Plosion of any one of them, unless | could find
°rpe real cause of complaint.
t what | may not do seriously, I may do from
6 Point of view of tactics, or in order to ruffle the
fathers of my saintly opponents. If, for instance,
AChristian Commonwealth were on the tables
j the libraries—but unfortunately it is not—
bvm?t amuse myself and astonish my opponents
calling attention to some of the remarkable state-
Ca0 krna™e *n the sermons of the Rev. R. J.
Q”Phell, and if | could only manage to get the old
rev °er cor,tained the startling address of the
» rerd gentleman wherein he declares that “ evan-
~ QG Christianity” presupposed two kinds of Gods
On De °t which was a “ sort of old woman,” and the
thOfp °t which was “ a fool "—and | might satisfy
“bl °®raittee that the Freethinker was not the only
pasPhemou8” publication before the public,
beenFSeveraI years past | confess that | have not
Ja & Mery diligent reader of purely Christian
ajjQ a8’ when 1 did road them | derived very littlo
Ret ,,u'Ben* or instruction from them. Besides, as |
title' r~lint Miat ~e *9 ati i'00 stiort to waste
~uo't readi.DS raatter that is net likely to prove of
tiott of° 1116 *n way  fnfnistiing useful informa-
thein ,sorno sort or other. If, however, | must read
to »X,Y.l order thafc | may see what they contain
R V‘I’?'C may seriously object, I will resign
WYERY 6\9 the task WHQ pecoming farkitude, and
grateful le°tb°nght friend can assist me, | shall be
Werefl’ M, for instance, any of these journals
Paine ° MOP°at President Roosevelt’s libel on Thomas
tUn dnwere-'n reterred to the illustrious English-
tomove fld'r™ tittle Atheist,” | should bo delighted
any Of , the exclusion of such a journal. Or, if
Oentg nitf 88G journals published slanderous state-
Quish  °U™~ving Freethinkers, that also would
~Pres~f~ grounds for action on my part. For
toy opp0 ~ * however, 1 am “ watching and waiting ”
ve m; _tQN,ty. In the meanwhile, there are several
aQe.  alllch ™y friends may render useful assist-
(] the Central Library, in tho Peokham-
'tith Rolf0-ar® a very large number of works dealing
Point of M'°n an<t Ethics from a purely rationalistic
~Qitld m freethinkers residing in Camberwell
anil a theiir business to take thoso books
hégeyl read them ms much as they can. At the
i Min'ot r°-k upbead, tho North Camberwell, and
f 8 of J,rarios there are perhaps fewer of this
relOent B° hut if tho roaders wore to make
1?°° be e PP'raation for them the number would
*k iibrarvsrealed' Every timo tho reader goos to
s@. Precthii ;° 8aou'd also mako a point of asking for
tk8I8tant N\! T'. and seeing tho librarian, or his
{ 6hbraria® U\ ll;- 1 am on friendly terms with all
any €.and 1 am sure they would bo glad to
th9 horollL,i 'Hforrnation to Freethinkers, residing in
iBnations jii,°raVng to hooka and journals taken by
Peed” 8 hHraries. The NMOreoften the Ereethinker
dd?0 librar.” 0 8oonor it is likely to bo reinstated.
> ahd op 3, °OUId aiTrad to igAGFO 2 general
R:r°ai part of ratepayers for a particular
£>14 bp,t2*"‘l on tho”rablos of tho library
tigf 0°r8of roPort such a demand to the
iVOat raten 8 tionimitteo, and in tho end tho por
°b tRver feurtyOr8 Would ho certain to triumph
Parti, N'raberw u B 1 nave servea tuo raiepayers
typ& 08n—~a'j, Council. Although | am astrong

thn ~"Tam o p r°gres8ivo of tho most pronounced
S Qastlon g [~thinker first and foremost: | put
aH 8upe r 0 emancipation of tho human mind

that wa "I?0 before all other questions.

hifatj 'lid ulv reft8On why, from tho very

..est 1° becomo a member of tbo

4e> Comppjittee. | always felt that if the
RE"

books n 1RV an opportunity of reading
JN\egE bo VP pifsRy bariiére to HumBhi pro
kaow, i8 bvadually broken down. Tho pro-

ft very slow one; but, slow as it is,
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it is sure. Onoe we get the mass of the people to
j'ead the works of the great masters of Freethought,
the rest will be easy. Superstition can only succeed
while the people remain in ignorance. Knowledge
of the facts of life will set the people free.

Arthur B. Moss.

The Poets and Death.

Priests, in all ages and in all countries, have ever
sought advantage from the fact that man is mortal.
They have taught men that death was the most
dreadful evil. All the terrors that theology could
gather from savage nations were added to increase
the horrors. Priests invariably tried to paralyse
reason with the clutch of fear.

The advent of Christianity deepened this terror.
Never has death been the cause of such craven
timidity as in the Christian world. To visionaries
like Catherine of Siena or Emanuel Swedenborg it
may have been different, but to the masses death
has been and is the King of Terrors, from whose
approach they cower in an agony which Marcus
Aurelius and Socrates would have scorned. These
great Pagans gave dignity to death, but Christians
fear death as children fear the dark.

Founded on the desire for personal happiness, the
keynote of Christianity cannot be lofty. The
jewelled streets of the New Jerusalem are just as
materialistic as the houris of the Mohammedan
Paradise. Incited by the celestial bribe, Christians
are the most hypocritical of religionists. From being
a serious conviction, Christian formulas have sunk
to the level of a parrot’s recitative.

Most of the great poets have been Freethinkers,
and it is gratifying to turn for a few moments
from tho paltry paradises and horrible hells of the
priests to the sublime ideas of the poets. Lucretius,
tho greatest Roman poet, writing, be it remem-
bered, twenty centuries ago, tolls us that death is
dreamless rest.

“ Tlion not again (shall see thy dear home’s door,
Nor thy dear wife and children come to throw
Their arms round thee, and ask for kisses more,
And through thy heart make quiet comfort go;
Out of thy hands hath slipped the precious store.
Thou hoardcst for thine own, men say, and lo !

All thou desired is gone. But never say
All tho desiro as well hath passed away.”

Omar Khayyam, the most splendid poet whose
lyre sounded under tho Mohammedan Crescent, was
a Freethinker. Liston :(—

* Oh, threats of Hell and hopes of Paradise 1
One thing, at least, is certain—This life flies:

Ono thing is certain, and the rest is lies,
Tho flower that onco has blown for ever dies."

Shakospoaro, tho supromo genius of tho world’s lite-

rature, tells us—
“ We are such stuff
As dreams are made of, and our little life
Is rounded with a sleep.”

Sholloy, in tho opening linos of his atheistic “ Queen
Mab," sings of death and sleep being brothers. Most
of all this groat poet looks on death with longing
and audaoity in his immortal dirge, “ Adonais.”
Matthow Arnold introduces pure Secularism into his
languago concerning death. In his monody on
Arthur Hugh Clough ho tells us—
< Boar it from thy loved, sweet Arno vale,
For there thine earth-forgetting eyelids keep

Their morningless and unawakenmg sleep
Under tho flowery oleanders pale."

This feeling assumes at times tones of irony, as in
his lino linos on tho death of a favorite dog, entitled
»xQoist’'s Grave.” Byron did not bolievo in immor-
tality. Illow fluoly he apostrophises tho longing for
a future life :—

< Rtill wilt thou dream on future joy and woe,
Regard and weigh yon dust before it flies,
That littlo word saith more than thousand homilies.”

Swinburne had quite a materialistic view of death.
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In his snperb “ Ave Atque Vale ” he strikes the key-

note —
* Content thee, howsoe’er, whose days are done ;
There lies not any troublous thing before,
Nor sight nor sound to war against thee more,
For whom all winds are quiet as the sun,
All waters as the shore.”

William Morris was contented with an earthly
paradise. He never shrank from advocating his
views, and his Freethought comes out clearly in his
treatment of death :—

11 Kejoice, lest pleasureless ye die,
Within a little time must ye go by ;

Stretch forth your open hands, and while ye live
Take all the gifts that Death and Life can give.”

Meredith is a Freethinker in the highest and
noblest sense of that term, and his Secularism con-
stantly appears in his verse:—

“ Earth your haven, earth your helm,
You command a double realm ;
Laboring here to pay your debt,
Till your little sun shall set;
Leaving her the future task,

Loving her too well to ask.”

As to death, ho sings, with a fine touch of stoic-
ism,—
* Into the breast that gives the rose
Shall I with shuddering fall.”

No poet peers with such audacity as that “ tan-
faced poet of the West,” Walt Whitman, into the
“ superb vistas of death.” Whatever else may be
said of Whitman'’s poetry, it must be conceded that
he has treated this eternal theme with new power
and significance. The awful dreams that priests say
may come in that sleep of death have no existence
for this poet. According to Whitman, death is a
friend, is “ lovely and soothing,” is the * dark
mother always gliding near with soft feet,” and the
body, weary with life, turns like a tired child nestling
in the bosom of its mother.

Freetbought everywhere destroys the fear of death,
and the Freethinker is aware of this truth. He re-
fuses to allow the tomb to cast its chill shadow over
the pleasures of life. He rejects the “ lie on the lips
of the priest,” and living without hypocrisy he dies
without fear,—

" Like one who wraps the drapery of his couch
About him, and lies down to pleasant dreams.”

Verdant Green.

The apostle Paul informs us that ho was not an orator.
Ho could not boast of any “ excellency of speech,” or tricks
of eloquence, and he attributed his success as a preacher to
“ the demonstration of the Spirit and of powor.” The men
of God still pretend to bo the mouthpieces of the Lord ; but
somehow the Lord is no longer impartial in his bestowal of
favors upon them. Dr. Campbell Morgan says that “ Christ
always attracts the crowds.” That is not true. Christ
never draws the multitudes except by means of clever, elo-
quent speakers, which is tantamount to saying that he nevor
draws them at all. The Lord's partiality and favoritism are
such that no one who honestly faces tho fact can believe
that ho has anything to do with cithor tho success or tho
failure of ministers and churches.

At a prominent anniversary sorvico held in Loudon last
week, ono of tho most popular preachers of tho day declared
that “ Jesus Christ has transformed the world.” In verifi-
cation of that stupendous statement ho iuvitod his hearers
to compare tho moral condition of Christendom to-day with
that of tho Pagan world as depicted by Panl in his Homans.
If the great preacher is at all familiar with tho literature of
tho Pagan world in Paul’'s period and prior to it, ho knows
that the apostle's portraituro is a monstrous misrepresenta-
tion, and that the suggested comparison is shockingly unfair.
Paul either wickedly wrote in total ignorance, or deliberately
produced a caricature. In either case, the proachor's invited
comparison completely loses its point, and his oonfident claim
is nothing but a groundless assertion, and a false witness
against Paganism.

According to the Catholic Herald, it is tho intention of
Mr. William O'Brien to take up his residence permanently in
Jerusalem. We believo tho Irish party wish him to gO to
Jericho. But we are not taking sides in the quarrel.
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Acid Drops.
Rev. Beauchamp Walter Stannus, of Arrow (IJ
Alcester, Warwick, left £33,025. Not a bad hump on ¢

camel’s back to go through the needle’s eye. We fear the
reverend gentleman is on the wrong side—and will have
remain there.

Another clerical camel, with a smaller hump, but sufficie
to keep him from threading tho noedle, is tho Rov. bto
M. Lakin, of tho Close, Salisbury, who left £15,790

A soul-saver in Dundee has been entertaining his audkeZ®
with a story of Ingersoll's having written a “ recantatiO
(in verso 1) shortly before his death and had it printe
Munsey's Magazine. Of course, tho story is an a°s°(g
falsehood. One of our Dundee readers quotes the al e*
Ingersoll verses and asks if we can indicate their sou
We are writing away from our home and library, and oa
do more than say that tho verses have a distinct seventce
century air, and might have been written by half ad
poets of that period. We may as well quoto thorn—aS
may bo heard of again :(—

“ O vanity 1 vain creature | that thought tho Godhead to

de 3
And f?‘/rom my soul sought to efface God’s presence an
His saving grace ; | 3
Yet when in darksomo ways | trod, reviling Chris,
denying God.
High heaven’'s empyrean fire burned in my soul au
desire
For holy truth ; and now within my soul rejoiceth tr
from sin,

From sin of unbelief,—the worst for which man

believing’s curat.
All men behold,

manifest.”
Anybody who believes Ingersoll wroto those vorscs, °r .b6.
they were written by anyone else at tho ond of the o
teenth century, is past praying for from a litorary P g\
view. But the shortest way to pin this Dundee sou
down is to ask him to produce tho copy of Munsey of
zine in which the verses appeared, with tho sigvin
Robert G. iDgersoll after them. Wo adviso our
friends to do that at once.

, t
I stand confest, of God the Fati

Tho Bishop of Manchester, preaching at St. Pam8 jss

dral, and reported in the Daily Express, said : “ 11 gJjools
marked decline both in the attendance at Sunday' [ks

and in tho number of Sunday-school teachers." TtU ( th0
out occasionally, oven from Bishops. The sii?nS  add
decadence of Christianity are, indeed, so nutucr

flagrant that it is quito impossible to conceal thorn.

“ Things are not altogether well with us,” said u>regd'
J. D. Jones in his address from the Chair of the
tional Union, and, in vacating the same Chair, Dr. rofQud
Thompson plaintively confessed that he felt “a. 79,1%
Bense of need pressing upon us all.” Tho truth 18 re®
Churches are face to face, not only with “ arro
but with “ progressive disintegration. In spito ot
desperate efforts to prolong its lifo, Christianity®
surely dying; and its would-be perpetuators know 1 «

"os

Tho Rev. Weaver Evans, a great missionor, cOIIl"utbc"
the * ineredbing difficulty thak Bewidd® ovaugen ﬁ.ro\/ n
whiHk to.olay. That is only one of the sifds of 1!
intelligenee of tho pcoplo. Wo aro confident u
work will, cro long, become so forbiddingly diflidJ gy
will havo to bo given up altogether. Tho Churc
tlirivo on ignorant credulity and cowardly fear.

ful

bf
to note that not oniniarlig8.iila* " uo oa,’did observer
their absenco from 1 # working classes cousp'cli 'y
filled by persons of T, cs of worfd“p, but the scats fur * g
wiso increasim-lv r JO 'uoro educated middlo-class» u«

PertinentTuSn i ? And on this *
so many ministers | aV° tb° theological concession®-

desired effect of winlav® mado recent years,
young mon and women8fl °r T 0“ holding—the m
wero made?” \v. LU for whoso sake thoso cone

gf[erent re]aﬁons tIntT W'h tho Christian,
allures ~.e8e ‘concessions have' been

churches because =« UOt keop Intelligent Pc°Plethcv
led to inquire whéfl HeiDfi SO0 much conceded, bett;
foundation than Gained rests on t
intelligent pers* . ~ becn «jven up. Moroo”JIf
wade under commi/3’*0 41ft4 those concessions al°u .Crc’a

«regationg tie HEk@-prédciddiddmit afuths ~

iii€

fie
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other -
the WBe deny- Preachers do not lead religious thought,

<  and as fak in the reak as is profitable- And
teli y intelligent persons are apt to marvel, not at what
o>ous preachers surrender, but at what they retain.

for Rev. J. Meuntain, spys : The facilities now offered
Sontinental - travel aro sapping the moral fibre of multi-

tages of BFitish people.” Poor British peoplel Their

0, al fibre is, apparently, of so poor a quality that it can

f>riri keP™ UDnjure<l so long as it is kept iu a strictly
& i ~ntosphere. Otherwise it degenerates to the deplor-
isft e7et  *he French, Germans, or Italians. Tho outlook

1B/ st depressing. -
sn 0"shop of London is to be congratulated on posses-
i"tell ! uahties °f his defects. A man of greater
isr eotual ability would not say the many silly things he
00 as saying ; but, on the other hand, he would not
does exPoso tho real inwardness of modern religion as
SathPlr Worthy prelate. Thus, addressing a fashionable

Rf Grosvenor House, called in aid of the Bishop of
°tice <'Vf Pund I°r building churches, etc , he told his audi-
ts J , . y°n left a million or two of poor people without
take .'stcicl‘°ns of religion, you West End people would not
be p] -so Quietly as you do.” Admirablo! Nothing could
havO ' n°tbing could be better. Another man would
°r t,i. raPPed up tho warning in a cloud of moral platitudes
the rio"If US corQlrionplaces. The bishop comes straight to
effecj. Ifl is the “ restrictions of religion,” ho says in
Scalo’ tjleA conserves extreme wealth at one end of the
P7iceinn °x“reme poverty at the other. But for our caroful
easy ,, 3 °* i'bo poor you wealthy would not have nearly so
chapN tU° aSyou have. It is possible, even, that White-

'liencea v's’* l'arh-lan6—'with disagreeable conse-
lyest-epi® *atter—instead of quietly waiting until the
"linn ,r,re“evos the tedium of its days by going a-slurn-
s"'Worth  j e~re>8ay8 his lordship, shell out. The laborer
Sern+V 118 bire ; and do not grudge us our reward for
Je” pec the blessed text “ Tho poor ye have always with

sav jluiiy illustration in these latter days. Again

k&hon, Y, m'r8blo bishop! May tho Lord send us more
PS hke F. Winnington Ingram.

Th,
Jc I'r°fessor lugo, of Cambridge, says that “ natu-

-u,ti are_unpopular,” but he makes the candid and
cthiCs7 ~S~admission that tho attitude of ‘‘ naturalistic
attack h° Christianity “ is really the most sure mode of
~ifican™CHUSe N touches our weakest side.” It is highly

.t 8uch an admission should come from a gen

"sSt of n-Sai oncc an o”ained clergyman and a Pro-

~ekeef, ) A Nty - Eled he grants that Christianity is
1 *hero it ought to bo strongest.

believes in Christianity, of course, but cannot
bar of reason. He finds fault with
jththe’™w uP°Ua *ne' " Hod’s in his heaven ; all's right
.Sogeavt)Ou and substitutes for it, “* God has come to
8 ab rinkf" pau8e all was wrong with the world.” Well,
rpblein Or w*tb tho world now? By no means. “ The
?'Sbt as W Waa faced, though not solved.” Then God
g°rMto if, f have stayed on in his hoavon, and left tho
jH but I, is still with us, says this man of
at>>it sb-?ii  hOves that some day in the dim, distant

J°g alone, m 4aso. 1° be. Thanks; but really we prefer
0 'u the light of our “ naturalistic ethics.”

justify

o

pi'ycloved °* ~bo Christian World Pulpit is a wondor-
t]7es “ the kiQaP' “ Amid tho clatter of arms” he recog-
t0° ~ratb of °0t IU8 °1 the Spirit.” “ God can mako even
.setve b;m the jealousies aud ambitions of nations,
ijQjpgittwo  ~ 0 bavo hoard all that beforo; mon wore
Gin gin it threo thousand years ago ; but thore is

be"co, ' t-'haos and Old Night” being still iu strong

hi" IV on.

WQOation. r r Bailli°, rcctor of Rugby, has mistaken
of § u"ivQsit ° ou»bt to bo Professor of Logic at somo
iavR Atna!l,,,/- “reaching to tho Burton-ou-Trcut Branch

ho 10-7~ Society of Railway Servants, a few

w ?S0q know tI™M ~Nla* " every ono thoso whom ho
s'ffe,P ~bo Wotiq ia”there was something wrong, that there
all i.-a Sr°at deal of unhappiness, misery, and

"*ve b'hy a,r uads.” Probably all who heard that stato-
thPta8gered tl it; but tho next statement must
Settnon inn Ol cons'dorably. According to the report

Jbej. to * enini burton Daily Mail, Canon Baillio pro-
aej ,bds Of P?180 that tho ruliug of tho world was in
8he (10 °onditim w'90 ftDd all-mighty Creator, who regu-
e8'lated tir”? men’8 bves upon eternal laws, just

6 conditions of Nature on eternal laws."
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The two statements taken together are not excessively com-
plimentary to the “ all-wise and all-mighty Creator.”

The Herald informs us that when the late Catholic Bishop
Wilkinson was studying for the ministry of the Established
Church, “ he was suddenly caught up by a wave of Divine
Grace, which was then flooding ¢he land, and borne into the
bosom of the Catholic Church.” The riddle is why there
are other Churches than the Catholic, and why Providence
permits any man to enter the ministry of thoso false
Churches. Why does not that “ wave of Divine Grace”
not always flood the land, and bear all into the bosom of the
one true Church ? Unless the Herald comes to our help, we
must give it up.

The Rev. J. Morgan Jones, of Aberdare, is getting on.
He says that in the New Testament “ wo have before us a
natural, human, historical growth—a distinctly human pro-
duct. These books are human documents.” Is not Mr.
Jones aware that in thus speaking he is merely echoing the
teaching of the Freethinker during a quarter of a century?
The only difference between the reverend gentleman and
ourselves is, that wo aro consistent and he is not. Having
given up a supernatural Bible, he still keeps up the farce of
preaching a supernatural gospel. Let him take another
step.

We were under the impression that the growth of non-
religion was one of the indisputable facts of modern times.
Even wheu it does not express itself under the uncompro-
mising form of Atheism, or the more “ respectable” name of
Agnosticism, we imagined its growth could be discerned iu
tho weakening of religious doctrines and the transference of
attention from religious to social problems. But according
to the Rev. T. Rhondda Williams, this is all a mistake. We
are, in fact, witnessing “ a great reaction against Agnosti-
cism.” True, no ono except Mr. Williams and his kind are
able to perceive this reaction, but we presume it is one of
the benumbing results of Agnosticism that Agnostics are
unable to perceive how completely discredited is their posi-
tion. Mr. Williams' proof consists in a statement from
Henry Sedgwick to the effect that humanity wou'd never
acquiesce iu Agnosticism, and a similar assertion from him-
self. But an assertion, no matter how often repeated, does
not constitute a proof, and the statement that “ no intellect-
ual demonstration could make humanity acquiesce in a
godless world,” is a mere pitting of inherited sentiment
against the conclusions of reason. And we happen to have
enough faith in human sanity to believe that, in the long
run, sentiment will accommodate itself to a conclusion that
all sane reasoning converges to demonstrate.

Mr. Williams says, that look where we will, we find men
striving to understand God. Quite so; and it is by striving
to understand God that men have outgrown God altogether.
For when it is understood God is seen to be nothing more
than a magnified image of man himself. And when this is
realised, man gives up the task of wasting his energy in
chasing nightmares and devotes himsolf to the more impor-
tant problem of understanding that which gave all the gods
their being.

Tho Rov. J. G. Greonhough is another one of those far-
seoing gentlemen who discern that Secularism in Great
Britain is quite dead. Apparently, Mr. Greenhough thinks tho
vitality of any sot of ideas must bo tested by the number of
buildings owned in tlicir name. For our part, we aro more
iuclinod to ask what evidence there is, if any, that the ideas
in question are influencing the lives of the people. Measured
by this or by any other really rational test, Secularism was
novor so widespread and so influential as at present. The
more fact that even in the Churches tho value of human lifo
is measured in terms of this world, instead of in terms of
tho next, proves this. Tho development of interest in social
questions, tho marked weakening of doctrinal preaching, are
again indications of how deeply the secular viow of life has
influenced pooplo. Tho strength of any particular Free-
thought organisation, or the nutnbor of buildings devoted to
specific attacks on Christianity, are tests that appeal to
superficial thinkers or to those who aro interested in mis-
representing matters. Both are more or less symptomatic
of the strength of religion rather thau of its weakness.
When roligiou is activo aud bigoted and strong, tho strength
of tho action will bo proportionately. It is just in propor-
tion as religion weakens, that the energies of many are
directed into social channels, while tho advocacy of abstract
principles is left to thoso who are sufficiently above the
average to dovoto themselves to the work.

Tho London Missionary Society seems to be going from
bad to worse. The Board has resolved to reduce expendi-
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ture by (65,000 this year, and by .610,000 or even ;615,000
next year. The accumulated debt appears to be over
(640,000 ; in spite of large legacies during the past few years.
Another sign of “ the dying faith.”

Protestant missionaries are crying out against the policy
of the French in Madagascar. Education is being secularised,
and this interferes with the Protestant school system, by
which Christianity is disseminated amongst the native
population. Some people are never pleased unless they
have all their own way.

The Christian charity of Nonconformity is a rare virtue.
Speaking at the recent meeting of the Liberation Society,
the Rev. Justin Evans said he “ longed to see the Welsh
Church buried, and buried face downwards.” And, accord-
ing to report, Mr. Evans was “ tho most popular speaker of
the evening.” Of course 1

The Rev. Thomas Phillips, of Bloomsbury Chapel, invites
his hearers and readers to “ get out of the drizzling mist
and blinding fog ” of unbelief. We would reverse the ex-
hortation by saying to Christian believers, “ Come out of the
drizzling mist and the blinding fog of superstition into tho
clear light of Reason and the warmth of natural affections.”
Mr. Phillips says that “ goodness is another name for
Christ.”  Well, we prefer goodness without the slightest
mythical alloy.

The following Reuter telegram is worth preserving :—

“ St. Petersburg, May 9.—An extraordinary trial will be
shortly held at Mohileff.

Forty peasants from the village of Sysoevo are charged
with the murder of a two-year-old boy who was proclaimed
as Antichrist at a communal meeting.

One of the oldest peasants first addressed the gathering,
and ascribed the chronic bad harvests to the presence of
Antichrist in their midst.

The child was then denounced, and, with tho consent of
the father, it was decided to kill it.

The mother was the only person to protest against the
murder, but her pleading was unheeded, and the child was
trampled to death by tho peasants."

This is what good old unadulterated religion comes to.
What a frightful book might bo written on the curso of
superstition 1 But a man would need nerves of steel to
write it.

The Society for Promoting Christianity among tho Jews
reports that at Rotterdam 0,000 Jews called at tho mission
during the year, while at Amsterdam two “ Inquirers ” were
baptised. We confess to a little curiosity as to why the
6.000 Jews called, and what they took away with them. The
expenditure of tho Society during the year—exclusive of
local funds, we presume—amounted to ;646,512.

Sir Andrew Fraser, K.C.S.1., speaking at ono of the mis-
sionary meetings, gavo tho zenana missionaries a timely
word of warning. “ Do not for a moment suppose,” he said,
“ that the ladies in tho zenanas aro there becauso they
are despised, because thoy aro thought little of, or becauso
they wish to bo out. As a rule these ladies do not want to
come out; they behove in the zenana systom, they believe
it makes for dignity and purity ; and unless and until the
ladies of India havo changed their miuds about that, it
would be a terrible mistake to try and force open tho doors
of tho zenanas." These aro weighty words from one who
knows India, but wo do not expoct thoy will havo any effect
on the circulation of highly colored missionary stories. For
the subscriptions mutt bo raked in, and tho unvarnished
truth about missionary work in general would havo a terribly
depressing effect on missionary income.

We read in tho Advance, tho organ of tho Wost London
Mission, that Mr. Ratteubury’s services at the Lyceum Thcatro
aro an unqualified success. Every Sunday ovoning between
three and four thousand people assemble for tho gladsomo
worship of the Lord ; and every mouth tho Advance is privi-
leged to report “ triumphs which gladden tho preacher's
heart.” Tho profligato, the drunkard, tho gambler, tho man
who is “ stony-broke,” or “ down on his luck”—they aro all
there; and “ all these havo found help and blessing at our
services.” Moro than that; “ occasionally ono meols with
young fellows saturated with tho rationalist literature of tho
day, who havo read Haeckol and one or two other writers of
kindred spirit, and who fancy that tho negations of tlicso
men have shattered the Christian position.” And now
comes tho supernatural miracle: “ To such, tho appeal of
Christ and tho rovelation of tho Father’s love is irresistible,
and they discover that the weapons thought so powerful and

destructive turn out to bo nothing but catapult*} and poa-
shooters.”
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Such fulsome, turgid reports are “ things acquainted ad
familiar to us and they are as misleading as they &
common. But we should like to know something
about these “young fellows saturated with the rational*8*
literature of the day,” who find Mr. Rattenbury’s preaching
so “irresistible.” We should be delighted to have tlie
names and addresses of a few of them, just to test tre
accuracy of the report. It would be interesting to leat’
from themselves how thoroughly saturated with Freethoogh*
they were. Hitherto, reports of such easy conversion®
have, on investigation, turned out to be more or less dis-
honest.

A series of shilling reprints of religious books is annoBBO
in the Christian World. One of them is Wesley’s JoufdJ
“ tactfully abridged.” “ Tactfully ” no doubt means that
the sharpest salt is loft out—so that Wesley may aPPeat
twentieth, instead of an eighteenth, century Christian.

“J. B.” of tho Christian World talks of the 1
journey that mortals take from one world into an?
He confesses, however, that “ the strangeness of it 18, j.
none of the myriads who have trodden this way comes ,
to tell us about the new scenery or tho now company
Shakespoaro put it better—* tho bourno from whenQ
traveller returns.” That is death. And the only oy1&8® (J
of any life beyond it is a guess. But that guess i3 8
enough to keep all the mystery-mongors going.

Wo wish success to the effort to abolish that part Om B
Coronation Oath which makes the sovereign of Groat br
and Ireland “ damn and blast ” tho Catholic religi°’D *
believe it deserves denunciation, but tho King is no
right person to do the job. Ho ought to bo impartial- ~
should curse all the religions of his subjects, or bless ,d
all, or, preferably, pay no attention to any of them. of
the Protestant bigots, who clamor for tho preservatKj> j
their luxury of insulting the Catholics, we havo no re #d
for them whatever. They aro just as roady to ins'l
oppress Freethinkers. Look at what they havo justedD j.
Cambcrwoll. Look at what they aro just doing in Lire r

Mr. William Redmond has our best wishos for tH*8 fl of
of his efforts to get tho abolition of that royal Cu ~
Catholicism through tho Houso of Commons, liufc 'fjlgelf?
he say that ho had never been anything of a bigot hi v
Has ho forgotten that ho rose in tho Illouso of Comm
1881 and apked tho then Homo Secrotary (Sir Will'8 uy'
court) what steps ho would talco against a “ blasphO”
paper called tho Freethinker f Mr. Redmoud may forg®
don't. Wo never forgot a friend—or an enomy.

Tho South London Press calls tho Rev. A. J. » a1”0[ot0
muscular Christian.” Wo havo seen him described 8 j tfO
and wo understand that ho is rather proud of it- rOwesS
havo never heard of any reports of his physical ‘ gD P8
emanating from anybody but himself. Tho on*y,?e ekD®

certainly did tackle, to our knowledge, was a teoo'0 ;Cei
man selling the Freethinker in tho street. Mr. Wa lat
not resemble Jack Falstaff in somo thiDgs-"in
instance; but it would seem that discretion is 1
part of his valor.
--------- ~fif li
“ Mr. Waldron,” wo aro told, “ routed tho Atb {®
Brockwell Park last summer.” This is nows ~ril *
Atheists. Equal success is confidently looked tv

this summer. No doubt. Hope springs e’0tOau is
human breast. What we should like to soe, thoOo”j
namo and address of any Atheist whom tho rov
tleman has brought to Christ.

----- 1bo"9
Rov. Dr. Campbell Morgau, of Westminster Char®
the religious apathy of flat-dwellers. Fifty thousaj*.~ n

within a radius of threo-quartors of a milo of ~ ga“@&

aro untouched by religious influences, never atto yOt
worship, and never road religious literature- cg0(e™”
reverend gentleman who makes this ignominious {
“ pleads eloquently ” for monoy to soud miss*°n
“ heathen ” in foreign lands. 4
n
. Il

Parliamentary government has its dangers. a tc™A\j

them is bribery. According to a Press Associa >  tocy
from Tokio, thirtoeu mombers of parliament * ges8
been arrested in connection with * tho av0
Two members of tho party thoy belong *°. jjf- i)™
found their way to prison; ono of them be*».By
who is so well known among foreigners, pel®

notorioty somo years ago by turning Christ*8
journals in England should please noto.
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Ur, Foote’s Engagements

A“ﬁlmy, May 30, Alexandra Hall, Islington-square, Liver-
peel. dg_g, Annual Conference.

To Correspondents.

Th
prJ®ESNENTS Honorarium Fund : Annual Subscriptions.—
ji "OWy acknowledged, £103 8s. Gd. Received since.—
Pi.,sa®let “ Saints,” 5s.; M. C. T. (Paisley), 5s. ; Greeves
er 5s.; Edward Bower, 2s. Gd.; Fred Collins, 5s. ;
b&ncast ~|jVor ~ 2s-» Kimfcerleyito (2nd. sub.) 15s.; W.

w
your KINs— Glad you and your friends “ thoroughly enjoyed ”
wthesVB3 a3 Abcrdare. Thanks for your and their good

sx— Am_ away from home and without your

Itw % fnust reply here. Did you have the apparatus?
J08r * no good without that. Thanks for cuttings.

c’lum Ini-f (Liverpool).—You will have to try our advertising

freetkink you w'ab  seo y°nr '“eas on such subjects in the

t,
admire °MER a roa3er of this journal for ten years, likes and
and in8 moro than ever. “ Many of my former journalistic
tear orerarY ‘gods’” he says, “ have been buried without a
becornr ‘i S'@b re6ret, but my appetite for tha Freethinker
Corgis , s keener with the advancing years.”

. ThankiBgl Y- - So«y was overlooked; cannot help now.
J. BIr"  for aU your trouble
Q Thanks.
pRB thanks for cuttings,
hill; o~-Quite right; we do like the fight, however up-

Pre8s.Ra, erwi3e we shouldn’t have been in it ; for there is no

T. no conscription, connected with this warfare.
C g 'l Your batches of cuttings are always welcome,
hte, subscribing to Shilling Month, says ho is
hide t0 “ i did not contribute | should be guilty of ingrati-

&erigla °no who is doing so much, at a considerable personal
Alirei>Qk ° <leatr°y the greatest curse of mankind.”

to find onpIN A-)—Being sent aa directed. It is pleasant
j, ¥'8journal80 distant interested in promoting tho circulation of

qu Ic%re morn*1L  The 3ub3cription is bettered by the wish that it

rreught to/p!°NiIT~Tes, as you say, if we work tho guns others
?’ Suore  PYOMde tho ammunition.
” ' "hanks for tho reference.

—c’ b you look ferward to the Freethinker as

” 1

heal

Eu
B°\elook EBT We j"tend to notice the book, and shall not
ikvrm the debato-
? aher is *or letter and enclosure. Of course the
®YulGhave hr. erj St to us. Mr- Stoad acted nobly, but nothing
» °n't takO ii,0ll done if Mr. Footo had not taken tiio initiative.

j8sb \vea setft e r top souch to heant, thiewgW. Torroy's
8atisfiea 4s' aU™ *>aine ancl In”ersoll were vindicated.
- 8iJ)Uly re°eived.

~abN '™ On'8treetTr Limited, office is at 2 Newcastle-street,

vV . 10*«, R»
ti», Ci'n850n.8tIBILA2 Eooiiti'boffice is at 2 Newcastle-street,

b*o/ ~ewcaaUo.

et

n'il’Fr->ftb 0 FrretMnker~should be addrossed

I'Tﬁ:l8 ey a Jxewcasuel

. “rst Post Tuesday, or they will not
ﬂ_isnSV\Im
One, tting tBe na newspapors would enhance tho favor by
for |j, t)ageB to which they wish ns to call attention.

'k<KQ& Ereaatai UXT 8b°uld be sent to the Manager of tho
. 1to the pj H Bwoastlo-8troet, Farringdon-stroot, E.O.,
tOP-
mk* ind Aallnllf!,for bterature by stamps are specially roquosted
AN * recthinker - tarbp -
k N 3i6itP° 8™ frooV*=t'3" forwarded direct from tho publishing

el half vm, 9 following ratos, propaid:—Ouo year,
&d anTs3d Thtlrgg Wahe, 2s 6%d ovory she-
B! "U Coln.. Digrlaiyec AdvertIsemeﬁts —One ieh,

“c 'epetltlonaO £1 25’ 6d’ = o°lomni *2 6s. Speoial

Shilligng Month.

4,
8ifes anlQITh E1sT of SUBSCRIPTIONS.

k3' YplIO@8thev/~®8 °f subscribers indicate tho number of

3 lhiblgi 5.°. d No number means ono shilling,
ft: R'S=C.;=«a.ke.r,; u. Dhannnaloka, -if C. T.
T Md*oy™ r', ~urson, 21 ; Kimberleyito, 5; J. Halli-
" ftlann( {x ' Christopher, 2; R. C. cCatford, 2;
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Sugar Plums.

St. James’s Hall ought to be crowded on Tuesday evening,
June 8. Even bad weather ought to make no difference.
The occasion is unique. The meeting is to celebrate the
hundredth anniversary of the death of Thomas Paine. It
is being organised by the National Secular Society, but the
list of speakers is being made as comprehensive as possible.
Mrs. Bradlaugli-Bonner, Mr. George Greenwood, M.P., Mr.
Herbert Burrows, and Mr. Harry Snell represent Rationalist,
Ethicist, and other elements. The N. S. S. speakers include
Mr. C. Cohen, Mr. A. B. Moss, Mr. F. A. Davies, and Mr.
G. W. Foote. All seats at this Paine Celebration will bo
free, but tickets for reserved seats can be obtained (by ladies,
elderly persons, and persons coming a considerable distance)
by applying to Miss E. M. Vance, 2 Newcastle-street, E.C.

The N. S. S. Annual Conference takes place next Sunday
(Whit-Sunday) at Liverpool. The business sittings, morning
and afternoon, will take place at the Alexandra Hall,
Islington-square. The evening public meeting is to take
place in the Tivoli Theatre. A luncheon is arranged for
delegates, visitors, etc , at the Bee Hotel, St. John’s-lane, at
1 o’clock. Tho Conference Committee-room will bo at tho
Alexandra Hall.

In connection with the Conference there is to bo au excur-
sion on Whit-Monday to Llangollen, a very beautiful part of
Wales, forty miles from Liverpool. Saloon carriages will bo
provided, and the total cost of the trip, including railway,
dinner, and tea will bo about 63. 6d. Those wishing to join
the excursion should communicate with the N. S. S. secretary
as early as possible. The President has promised to make
ono of the party on this occasion.

The Birmingham Branch is arranging a party to meet the
Conference excursionists at Llangollen. Mr. J. Partridge,
183 Vauxball-road, will bo-pleased to hear from Birmingham
or district friends who wish to join the party. The return
faro will bo about 4s.

Rev. U. Dbammaloka, Tavoy Monastery, Godwin-road,
E. Rangoon, Burma, sends a contribution to the “ Shilling
Month” Fund. He represents the Buddhist Tract Socioty.
“ It is a ploasuro,” ho writes, “ to read your articles in tho
Freethinker every week. | trust that you may bo spared
many moro years to carry on tho grand work of Freethought
and mental liberty. We all regret to seo another great soul
pass away—the editor of the New York Truthseeker.”
Buddhism, of course, in its original form, is rather a philo-
sophy than a religion—in tho Westorn sonso of the word.

111 like your articlo on ‘Pious Murderers’
writes tho voterau J. W. do Caux. *“ It would do much
good could it have a widor circulation.” Our old friend is
still making it warm for Sabbatarian and other bigots in tho
Yarmouth press. Tho Mercury prints a lengthy letter of his
n “ Sunday Golf Playing,” which cannot be pleasant read-
ing for tho Rev. G. P. Tonge. But the unpleasantness only
lies in its force and effectiveness. Wo do not wonder that
tho person who signs himself “ Inquirer,” and accuses Mr. do
Caux of “ controversial Billingsgate,” declines to reveal his
identity. Ho professes to be afraid of Mr. de Caux, and wo
beliovo ho is, though ho does not assign the real reason of his
apprehonsion.

very much,”

NONE IN HEAVEN.

It is alleged that a loarned judge once divided witnesses
in civil actions into threo classes: liars, d — d liars, and
export witnesses; and thero is rather a nice story going
about to-day with regard to tho latter.

It came about that thero was a holo in the floor of
Heaven which annoyed St. I'otcr very much, for tho small
angels would go fishing in tho infernal regions instead of
attending to their proper duties. St. Peter sent for the Dovil
and told him to repair this hole. “ Indeed | shan’t,” said
tho Dovil; “ You'ro tho superior landlord.” *“ Well, you
liavo overheated tho lluos, said St. Peter, “ and it is all your
fault.” They discussed tho affair “ argy-bargy ” for somo
time, aud at last tho Dovil said : “ Will you refer tho matter
to arbitration ?” “ All right,” said St. Petor. “ Very woll,”
said tho Dovil; “ Monday morning at 11.” Monday morning
came, and tho Dovil was thero with an imposing array of
solicitors, counsol, and expert witnossos ; but St. Peter was
absent. After a timo ho came in hurriedly, saying : “ Look
here, tho arbitration’s off.” “ It cannot be,” said the Devil.
“ It must bo.” LUWhy?” *“ Well, | have been up and down
tho wholo of Heaven and | cannot find a single solicitor or
expert witness.”—Fifty Yean of Failure (London : Smith,

1Elder k Co.; 1905).
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The Early Life of Thomas Paine.—lI.

Social, Political, and Beligious Bcformer.

By W. G. Crarke.
(Continued from p. 317.)

CHAPTER II.
His Ancestry.

Some three miles from Thetford, in the county of
Suffolk, is the pretty village of Euaton, a place of
much historic interest. Here in the sixteenth cen-
tury dwelt the well-known family of Rookwoods, one
of whom, Edward, entertained Queen Elizabeth on
her visit there in 1578, but was subsequently im-
prisoned in Bury Gaul as a Recusant. He died in
prison, and the estate was afterwards purchased by
the Earl of Arlington, a member of the “ Cabal”
ministry, who rebuilt the hall, church, and bridges,
and laid out the gardens, park and ornamental water,
availing himself of the advice of John Evelyn, the
diarist. During his ownership, Charles Il. was a
not infrequent visitor, and. after the King's death in
1691 his Queen lived for a time at the Hall, her
Confessor, Father Diaz, recording in his diary that
“ Her Majestie lives content here with her familie ;
the place is very pretty, and hass all the conve-
niencys that wee can desire, except that there is no
cows.” In 1672 the only daughter of the Earl of
Arlington was married to Henry Fitzroy, a natural
son of King Charles Il., she being twelve and he
sixteen. He afterwards became the first Duke of
Grafton, saw naval and military service, and was
killed at the siege of Cork in 1690. The Duchess
laid the foundation stone of the new church at
Euston, which has the inscription : “ Isabelle,
Duchesse of Grafton and Countesse of Ewston, layed
this stone, 21st day of April, 1676.”

In this church Thomas Paine's parents were
married, the entry in the register for the year 1784
reading: “ June 20th. Joseph Pain and Francos
Cocke were married." The Norfolk Paines, Pains,
or Paynes—the spelling of surnames at that time
was of the most uncertain character—were a good
family, frequently referred to in the fifteenth,
sixteenth, seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.
Thomas Paine, Gent., was appointed a trustee for
the Lady Elizabeth (afterwards Queen) in 1553;
Mary Paine, widow, was married at Great Dunham in
1576; there was a Thomas Paine, of Itteringham,
Gent., in 1571 ; and in Swaffham Church there is a
memorial to Katherine, wife of William Steward of
Ely, maternal grandmother of Olivor Cromwell, and
one of the daughters and co-heirossos of Thomas
Paine of Castleacre. His arms were: Azure, a feaso
between throe leopards’ faces or, and crest: At the
bottom of a dead tree, a broken spear in saltire.
She died in 1590. William Paine, Gent., hold a part
of East Beckham in 1617, and in 1674 the manor of
Morley was sold to Sir Joseph Paine, Kt., who was a
Sheriff of Norwich in 1654 and Mayor in 1660, and
is buried in St. Gregory's Church in that city. Which
particular branch of the family Joseph Pain belonged
to is not known. The Cockes wore also a well-known
family in Norwich and Norfolk, but there is no
necessity to go outside Thntford for the ancestry of
Thomas Paine’s mother. In 1629 John Cocko was
Deputy-Recorder of Thotford, and in 1688, Robert
Cocko, M.A., had a licence from Riohard, Bishop of
Norwich, permitting him to toach the art of grammar
within the village of Thetford.

Frances Cocke was born at Thetford in 1697, and
was the daughter of a Thetford attorney. From the
fact that her marriage took place at Euston, it may
be inferred that she had been residing in that parish
for some time previously. She was maliciously de-
scribed by Oldys, probably with as little foundation
as many other of his statements, as “ a woman of
a sour temper and an eccentric character.” Dr.
Conway has, however, noted that her son's writings
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“ contain several affectionate allusions to his fatbe i
but none to his mother."

Joseph Paine’s father was a farmer, and probacy
an early member of the Society of Friends, altbong
his name does not appear in the persecutions woK
befol the Society in Thetford in the seventeen ©
century. He is described by Oldys as “ a small
reputable farmer.” Joseph was born at Thetford >
1708. and on April 18, 1737, was made a freeman
the borough, signing the register with a final c to
name. He is stated by Oldys to have been “arep,,
table citizen, and, though poor, an honest
He was a Quaker, and his wife a member of
Church of England. “ By thus taking his wife fr®
the Church,” says Oldys, “ Joseph Pain was by B
own act, and the rules of the Quakers, at °P.
expelled from their community. But neither
irregularity nor this expulsion prevented that be
volent sect from pitying his distresses through ‘'’
and relieving his wants as they were seen.
father and mother both lived to know their 6
vices, to pity his misfortunes, to hear of his fa »
but to partake little of his bounty.” This
sample of the malicious falsehood that wasci-- &
about Paine by bigoted and unscrupulous enel? a
As a matter of fact, Joseph Paine was tliroa
life a member of the Society of Friends at
ford, and was buried as a Quaker; his sons |j.
existed only in his enemies’ imagination ; and
ever clash of temperament there may have
between mother and son, he maintained her
old age, and stayed with her at Thetford f°r 6
time when she was 91 years of age.

Their son Thomas was born on January 2], |j.
and in the register of St. Cuthbert’'s parish,
ford, is the following entry relating to adaug’ $
“ Elizabeth, daughter of Joseph Payne and r/ypthi
his wife, of this parish, was born August the 10
1738, baptised September ye 20th, 1738.” The
no records of other children, nor do we hQ@'i~gb

thing further of the life of Paine’s parents, goi,
in 1787, as appears in a letter from father .Y
both belonged to the Quaker Meeting. Sis
was buried in St. Cuthbert’'s Churchyard i'l , @
the entry in the register being: “ Joseph ray
Quaker), aged 78 years, Nov. 14th.” His "jogl
was also buried there in 1790, the entry
“ Frances Paine (widow), aged 94 yoars, May 1
CHAPTER II1I.
His Biirthplace. ed

His earlier biographers simply mention ﬁi‘o‘
Paine was born at Thetford, but gave nom \f
as to street or house. The first definite .
obtainable is an entry in the diary of Clio J jgtoi
a friend of Paine. lie wrote : “ On Septeny , j[of
1805, I drove with Mr. Capol Lofft to Theti®
Troston Hall, and there visited tho bouse :ir*
the chamber in which Thomas Paine v\ge
This was in Bridge-street, Thotford.” tn a\0, f
Thotford drawn by Thomas Martin about s
now in the possession of Mr. Walter Ryc>‘  ]oi°j

Bridge-street and White Hart-street ofe j3ofi(
marked as“ Bridgegate-street.” : In 1809 G- }
gave a list of “ Remarkablo Events ” jn h'3,, b,
nf Thetford, and under date 1737 entered m. GW |
Paine, the celebrated Author of the Blir t
born in tho house now occupied by Mr. H

January 29th.” When Dr. Conway Pu “ 'J
smendtd L,,|f£1 of Thomas Palne in 1892 ho BT rt)
hoagsroecently nmdr]18° ‘B eot (now Whlte r e ol

Tradiiint ~ay for a Pretty garden

W2s incllicated the top , f,
house in which p MNart-street as the ic
which Dr COnL awo r a8 bor". hut the to» fJ

he subsequentlv ,,I ™7erred is on tho east B jg

On theS i 7»d”  tted ‘hat this wasa”

A ial N
the actualy f 0. \adPBFR ‘Qﬁ%@@e&%ﬂﬁﬁﬂ%@
* Norfolk Church Collections, Drawings and Swekh

133,

tain.’
wO8t side of WIiH
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ed down abont 1886 to make a garden on the
p wd™0, £n areview of Dr. Conway’s “ Life,” Mr.
th ' : Millington, J.P., said : “ The honse stood near
dowe White Efart-street, and, although pulled
* 3 *8 said that the room where Paine was born
p] fetnains.” It was to one of these houses that
g6y ®aBes were paid by Charles Bradlaug'n, Annie
Whn*' ®eor8e Jacob Holyoake, and others; and
tjji a Mr. Holyoake visited Thetford in 1882 he had
danmVv*r*on of £fie 8“reet photographed. His
tr0 Mrs- Holyoake-Marsh, has kindly lent
N“ritiand on the back, in Mr. Holyoake's
atfea™- N *s nofed ~hat “ the house of the white
‘Pig is Paine’s birthhouse. G. J. H.' The old

eece ” inn then Btood at the bottom of Croxton-
facing White Hart-street, and the photo was

from the southern end of the house now occu-
Pied by Mr. q . Read. On the west side of White
. ™ street the photo shows, firstly, a wall with
toe-trees behind it, then a house with a porch on

Opillars (still standing). Then (on the space now
~opied by Mrs. Tyrrell's garden) is a cottage, then
a gde Wikl a shop window, and beyood ik one with
sho™i O %’§htiy higher than the one preceding, and
roOn  a white streak. This house had three bed-
a cnwilUIQAs>£wo windows on the ground-floor, and
Yrrell'a °ne sf£eP> immediately adjoining Mrs,
do\wn. to the southward, but now pulled
her Tho gable was some feet lower than that of

house, and no part of it is incorporated in the
®ut building.

Nat°fK evidence hereafter adduoed it is certain
K: house indicated was not the one in which

and not the one in which Noah
s™ u “abr

is certain that this Noah Baker—
I7° ~as one of the Commonalty of the Borough m

in ,,” and therefore in a fairly good position lived
Mrs mOusQ which now forms the northern part of
to AAyrreirBresidence, and was built with its gable
“p, street. It is so marked in G. B. Burrells
*u I n,?£the ancient Town of Thetford ” (1807) and

the f Browne's “ Map of Thetford ” (1887). In
map the houses north of tho wall in the
thev f street are colored blue, indicating that

saiuVOrmed Parfc of Sfc- Cuthbert’'s parish, and the
That Rar°chial boundary is also shown in the latter,
fact tv, 6 ~a*nes lived in this parish is shown by the
QQhb *£ the entries relating thereto are in St.
ibn k SreS'8ters.
hoQ@ .°8 evidonce as to the authenticity of this
famil 18 derived from the annals of the Tyrrell
theertl Mr. George Tyrrell, who was born towards
MOut 47 e*ghteenth century, and married when
called « m~eara of age. purchased this house—then
Hi 6 Mansion "—from the representatives of
M8 J akeL about 1880. His daughter, tho present
“hicb | rrell>Was horn in the house in the very room
P> Whipk Bkn.°wn to her father by tradition as that
ﬁJow <W|§fi’rin(?1 was born, and which was always
\Vj éa«* family as “ Tom Paine’'s room."
on thpQL ,£ather pulled down the gable end abut-
j ™din,, , sfreet, leaving tho remainder of the houso

che nnvtu ~uhding a new nrgmggg to the, stiest-

[T 13

Mr. 188" gable Of this is a £a“‘fr0 madoby
r e Further alteration g and tho
George Tyrrell Tyrrell aboutd . but the

W pau ot the houso was poW» " the north

gbi Patk (and apparently, from ..,tod in the now

preserved and incorpo*? the south-

A Jhe two houses which « W ¢ N oah Baker,

A elonSed to the Fisons, and “ ¢(floated by

Mt vi v,aa these—including the a0wn to make
tlj7roake-that Mr. Tyrrell palleddown

<ifarden O{ which Dr. Conway 8P?aa '’ certainly
"he of\ °U8e in which Noah Baker rv tlotn the
W of Pretensions, hut Josep daughter, and
hisnn 7-8 marriage with an attorney probably

. ¢ ‘'tmnin the Society of Ftiend-J» P

RIKIRL 3V 'DP *R& 3F Mbre men and apprentices

.Stn, 8tays of ° ? e was a leather staymaker,
Used formkind of Wash-1eggher similar to

to that gf g%ﬁﬁe@d V\@u],d geicupy a position

eing in a somewhat
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better position than the ordinary workman, he would
live in a somewhat larger house, and use a portion
as a workshop. This house would be in a very suit-
able position for such a purpose.

The room is now the third from the White Hart-
street gable, with a window to the north and a door
to the south leading into a passage. In Paine’s time
the passage formed part of the room, which had a
fireplace in the middle of the west side, no window
on the north, but a pleasant window on the south,
with a broad sill on which Paine doubtless spent
many of his boyhood’s hours, looking down into the
garden. The mantel-piece is a typical Georgian
specimen of oak, and is probably the one which was
there in Paine’s childhood.

Thomas Paine appears to have mentioned his boy-
hood’s home but once in his writings. In the Age
of Reason he says that when he was about seven or
eight years of age he heard a sermon read by a rela-
tive of his (probably his Aunt Cooke) who was a
great devotee of the Church, and after the sermon
was ended, he “ went into the garden, and as | was
going down the garden steps (for | perfectly recollect
the spot) ” revolted at the recollection of what he
had heard. This was written in France in 1798, so
that his memory of the little garden in White Hart-
street (which from its situation on a double slope
would most likely contain steps) was still very keen.

“ It arose probably from the tenets of his father
and the eooentricity of his mother,” says Oldys,
“ that our author was never baptised, though he was
privately named, and never received like true Chris-
tians into the bosom of the church, though he was
indeed confirmed by the Bishop of Norwich owing to
the orthodox zeal of Mistress Cooke, his aunt, a
woman of such goodness that though she lived on a
small annuity, she imparted much of this little to
his mother, while he neglected his aged parents,
amidst his cares for mankind.” This is an example
of his early biographers’ venom and inaccuracy. The
idea that ho was not baptised arose from the fact
that his name did not appear in tho register of St.
Cuthbert’'s parish. Not finding an entry relating to
him, Oldys falsely assumed that in after life Paine
himself had looked through the register, and not
finding the record of his birth and baptism, had torn
out a page of the register, so as to render reference
impossible. An examination of the register shows
how absurd is the theory, for it is quite obvious that
there has been no mutilation. The necessary entries
wore, however, neglected by the incumbent in the
years 1785-7, doubtless owing to achange of ministry
that took place at that time. In a letter to Mr.
Millington, Dr. Conway further points out that it is
fair to assume that Paine was baptised like his sister,
asotherwise the Bishop would not have confirmed him.
He continues (under date December 18, 1898).—

“ But how did the Church ladies obtain the consent
of tho Quaker Joseph Paine to his Confirmation ? It
is ovidont to mo that Joseph know the brightness of
his son and wished to give him the best education
Tliotford eonld offer. And is it not likely that some
connection with tho Church was a condition of admis-
sion to tho Grammar School in tho middle of the last
century ? Paine on arrival in America regarded him-
self as a member of tho Church of England.”

Dr. Conway’s surmise is probably correct, as tho
masters of the school wore wusually Church of
England ministers; in 1660 tho new gallery in St.
Peter's Church was set apart for tho master, usher,
and scholars ; and even at the present day—though
tho conditions arc vastly different—the Church of
England Prayer-book is used at tho beginning and
ending of school each day.

CHAPTER IV.
His Schooldays and Youth.

Thomas Paine received his early education at the
Thetford Free Grammar School, which was founded
by Sir Richard Fulmerston, Master of Horse to the
Duke of Norfolk, who benefited largely by the dis-
solution of the monasteries, and by his will dated
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1566, left lands on which a “ free Grammar School ”
was to be erected. In 1610 it was built on the site
of Bishop Herfast’'s cathedral—Thetford being the
head of the diocese from 1078 to 1094—the church
of the Holy Trinity, a Cluniae priory, and a house of
Black Friars. Built into the Grammar School of
Paine’s day, as of the present, was one of the four
basal arches of the tower of the church of the Holy
Trinity. At the rear were also ivy-covered walls and
fragments of windows, probably of the cathedral.
After 1612 the school was divided into two depart-
ments, one being in charge of an usher, and the other
of a master, the latter alone teaching Latin. Though
during the greater part of the seventeenth century
it was one of the most important schools in East
Anglia, at the beginning of the eighteenth century
it was reduced to one scholar—Thomas Martin,
F.S.A., the historian of Thetford, who was born in
the Preacher's Chamber of the Free School House
on March 8,1696-7. He was educated at the school,
“where for a considerable time he was the only
scholar; he attended, however, constantly every
morning, stayed the usual hours, and at night locked
the door, of which he was entrusted with the key,
and returned home, sometimes not seeing the master
for several days.”

Prior to 1880, when the old school and school-
master’'s and usher’'s house were pulled down and
rebuilt, the latter was a long low structure flush
with the path on the left side of London-road going
southwards. In the grounds of this house stood the
ancient yew, still a prominent object at the junction
of Bury and London roads. From the plate in
Martin’s History of Thetford (1779) it will be seen
that the old school building had one chimney-stack
near the north gable, four dormer windows in the
roof at the east side, and three windows high up in
the walls, with an entrance porch. This porch was
a curious structure with an open iron door, in a very
low doorway, and in the angle above it two worked
stones, one having the motto “ Loialte me oblige”
(Loyauti me oblige—the Norman-French motto of Sir
Richard Fulmerston who founded the school) and
above it two griffins with their tails interwoven.
This porch was approached by a gateway with tri-
angular pediment, immediately adjoining to the
south the house now occupied by Dr. A. G. Minns.
Beyond, the school grounds were bounded by a low
wall within which was a row of trees. The interior
of the school, as shown by a water-color painted in
August 1878 and preserved in the Norwich Free
Library, had the canopied master’'s desk at the south-
end, above it being a four-light Jacobean window.
The centre of the school was bare, and down each
side were old-fashioned desks, backed by wood panel-
ling, above which were rows of pegs. The floor was
of stone paving.

In Paine’s schooldays, when the number of scholars
was probably but few, there appears only to have
been a master—the Rev. William Knowles—and no
usher, for in 1738 the Rev. Thomas Eversdon, who
had been usher, was promoted to the hoad master-
ship, acting as usher as well. Paine says (Eights of
Man, Part Il.) : “ My parents wero not able to give
me a shilling beyond what they gave mo in educa-
tion, and to do this they distressed themselves.” In
the Age of Bcason, ho adds:—

“ My father being of tbo Quaker profession it was my
good fortune to have an exceeding good moral educa-
tion and a tolerablo stock of useful learning. Though
I went to the Grammar School 1 did not learn Latin,
not only becauso | bad no inclination to learn lan-
guages, but becauso of tbo objection the Quakers have
against tbo books in which the language is taught, hut
this did not prevent mo from being acquainted with the
subjects of all the Latin books used in tho school. The
natural bent of my mind was to science. | had some
turn, and | beliovo some talent for poetry; but this I
rather repressed than encouraged as leading too much
into the field of imagination.”

In tho same book ho said: “ As to learning that any
person gains from school education, it seems only
like a small capital, to put him in tho way of begin-
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ning learning for himself afterwards.” “ It is @
in the living languages,” he further states, “ thatit
new knowledge is to be found, and certain it is w3
in general a youth will learn more of a living I&D
guage in one year than of a dead language in sevefl
and it is but seldom that the teacher knows ®a0,

of it himself.” Here there is probably some echo
his days at Thetford.
Oldys says i—

“ Tho expense of young Paine's education was e

frayed in some measure by his father, but cbien!
the relations of his mother. He was deemed a
boy of unsettled application, but be left no Per
ances which denote juvenile vigor, or uncommon a»"* "~
ments. His tuition was directed by his expectation8"
what is useful, more than to what is ornamental-
reading, writing, and cyphering, which are so co
dious to tradesmen rather than to classical knowi&
which is decorous in gentlemen.” ,

Cheetham summarises the matter by stating‘®»
“ his education was merely and scantily Eng'lS
A more friendly biographer in the Deists' illR?®"
for 1820 says that he “ gave very early indicationi
talents and strong abilities, and addicted bi® j
when a mere boy, to reading poetical authors>"
this disposition his parents endeavored to
courage."

When eight years of age, he composed the
ing epitaph on a crow whioh he buried m
garden i—

* Here lies the body of John Crow
Who once was high, but now is low;

Ye brother Crows tako warning all.
For as you rise, so must you fall.”

At an even earlier age he composed some Ib,

a fly being caught in a spider’s web, and when it
of the Pennsylvania Magazine wrote some very r
able poetry. fiy

As previously stated, Paine’'s father was * jj
maker in business for himself, and at tho ag® »
Thomas was removed from school “ to be tang
art and mystery of making stays.” “ The 00 dl
of & stayjqnmiakern” saya @Idys, “ he never 1 dilljfl
indeed, any occupation which required atNo™
diligence and steady effort. He, however. d
on with his father, fitting stays for the N,k
Thetford during six years, except for a shor.
that he labored with a cousin in making bo0O
tho girls of Shipdham, in the county of blO
Dr. Conway says that he was nearly live yea,[W

his father. Dr. Stanley Hall has pointed 00 0Ob
Paine had the itch for adventure, which ¢ ,pt
most boys at adolescence. In the BigW*

N

(Part 11.) Paine says:—
“ At an early period, littlo more than 16 ycajtf) f
raw aDd adventurous, and heated with <
heroism of a master (Rev. William Knowles,
tbo grammar-school of Thetford, in Norfol 1
served in a man of war, | began tho career O rjaeii
fortuno, and entered on board tho Terrible r ~pp’j
Captain Death. From this adventuro | ~ ({tffifd.
prevented by tho affection and moral renj°@f0i
a good father, who, from his own habits of 1 »9; .
tho Quaker profession, must begin to look
But tho impression, much as it affected r00
began to wear away, and | entered aftor
King of Prussia privateer, Captain MonQ0,’
with hor to sea.”
The first adventure appears to have be(00

and tho second in 1756.

~<is ft
Ny

After attending tho revival of Gipsy Smith, tb°
in St. Paul, Minn., one man, entirely nudo, Pcr?%ri%® /
upon a tombstone, there to await tho arrival of
another attempted to walk from tho second-B”™ V fjr
of his homo into heaven. Both men woro hold I0 G ']
tion as to their sanity. Smith, tho immediato cf
lunacy, refused to discuss tho matter with a byc0J;
further than to say that “ no man loses his »n00 ke J
ith God. ~Lnless tho evangelist is admit!0 A00c
this does not touch tho question, for thoso
by contact with Smith.— Truthseeker (New

Aitolcicence, vol. i., 18®™
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babbits are Foolish, but Men are Wise!

T ranslated by Joseph L. Tupy.

6 Contrast Drawn in a Fable by Charles Pelant,
g Bohemian Author.

petjiR 0 People, you kings of all creatures, you prudent and
hamn  beings, members of the genus Homo sapiens, what

In ! cert in rabbit-s
al 0}90 ?a-rge ﬁg“ a crowd of rabbits, young

ler o
~suall  mades an”™ females, listened to a large rabbit, un
tt yfat‘ a™d with an impressive voice, who dwelt in the
° bvrem whemte he preachied. His stoutmess wes
the good pieces of carrot and tender leaves of
which were delivered to him by the other rabbits
fot j16 sermons and the stretching of his paws over them ;
ane s rabbit claimed to be very learned and that he had
Peo €an or i?race of daily communicating with Pfrax.
be coL® you ev*dently do not know what is a Pfrax; but
their ij Orbed’ tor neither did the rabbits know. Never in
aiywh1\eS *bey seen him; there was no trace of him
sinkweV nd R'b they comprehended naught else, because,
feNierui ' bbley were taught that there exists a Pfrax, and
*eatDedl °ve’ because his existence was proven to them very

the

@Rtire {J 1, hde ~ and reverend rabbit; and therefore the
dateflt 1 bebeved it; and woe to him who should have
bay6 oat a'm btrax did not exist 1 The rabbits would

he Wonm°n aP bis cabbage and drank all his water, so that
Qa6eP ¢l ber'sh of hunger, and even then he would have to
“eel tHQJFSO y »to a corner so that they should not let him
gnawing teeth 1
mu. 'erthele88 ideas of this kind did appear among the
tt 's at different periods of time. Then the a an
z tabbit, manager and intellectual leader of the stall,
uld summons his community before the trough and
“~ach to them thus :— .
v bear fellow rabbits 1 With griof I note that amongst
Pfr.have appeared rabbits who dispute the existence or
W Land who deny my right to speak in the name of this
b'gh rabbit conception. e,
wvon y°u. can you believe such villains? For indeed, if
look about, everything speaks to you of His existence ,
feata tlis fine stall in which such remarkable and excel-
baven  ®&s Prevails. Not only that; adjoining us, as we
tevet*CiCe' ved through the fissure, is a new stall where the
*ith  rabbit preaches to rabbits of anotherrace  of course,
’\h)creaIanr inS from ours, and therefore totally false.
‘ait? mndthl gabaﬂ?; Who caused the beautiful darkness
Pt 4 - 7 bo put such an abundance of straw in it?
‘that 8 fine trough in it? Your rabbit-sense must say :
braes bave been Pfrax, and no one elsel Ha, three
Joa . ,day grass and brushwood appear in the trough for
Sow: *Pleces of carrot and clover for mo; it is true that
bftax 8a rabbit gets nothing, but that is only a tost from
~tient 4 ° wants to see whether the rabbit is sufficiently
beW * °lendure suffering, and whether he will prove to
groM, a citor His unlimited goodness, and whether he will
Jou thaf i?d "ben the existence of your rabbit-soul proves to
~hick . “ere must bo something great in the likenesi of
boy0 18created. Do you mean to deny your rabbit-soul?
°“siav“ot reeve and think ? Just look : as soon as a young
this world a soul is at once evident in it,
~'dePce 4i° ?ou not eat, drink, and multiply ?  Is that not
i, ain u y°a are croated in the likeness of Pfrax ?

¢mR lat)d at IU03° who are so audacious should be
* feet the%00 sbloyed into the dark hole there in tho
y°Pr a0lll lorefatill P°nder over what it is to insult opinions
W H tO , ershave approved sacred, and which it is
C iesided nokv * can y°u imagine that a stall, in
feo vnn*!0£in bfrax, could exist for any length
mnH- i nk *bat rabbits could koep on eating,
x? It ‘Piyag if they should deny the existence
tr™bits and mP°ssiblo; war would arise between ono
tibfeh 11”*1, and aianot,ber’ overyono would attempt to get to
ws plp'\& So bravni® Want to oat clover and carrots ; anarchy,
N ot ,cbets of I'fy rebuke and destroy, would ensue; wo,
~taij e- ThO bor”’Woud disappear—and that decidedly
S bfea* zﬁ‘]% f}prp IP;BB.iPSf!rax can under no circumstances
{? %IZ\ g-d thyough him Sre wo, who are nearest
in constant touch with him, authorised
« ¢S * _ hi ever heard fro

N ”&'*'LQMH] hw 1S ‘éh omllﬁl?:nhc Cﬁﬁd%gm)
ft wrote”®

s p a te s tbo most intellectual ra crcd secret
is, exac I¥]« "Stand, because

— isi 1 toll you so, and other preachers
bis name. That you, common rabbits,
PtthI"Vsteuce, for Pfrax is more than ouly
°t understanlaaand mus
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even reasoning about it is asin. But when you release your-
selves from the chains of your rabbit mind, when your brain
ceases to exist, He will at once be shown you even more
brightly than daylight. You will some day disappear from
the stall, as did all the rabbits heretofore. Whereunto those
so-called rabbit scientists lie to you; but we know better;
they claim that you will be devoured by worms or some-
thing ; they speak of indestructible matter and unceasing
change of form, but that is not true. The truth is that after
your disappearance from here you will find yourself in a
large meadow where only parsley, fresh cabbage, and lettuce
grow, and this you will eat forever, without surfeiting your-
self or tiring of it; at the same time you will look at Pfrax,
who has prepared all this for his faithful rabbits. But you
must obey me, his representative, and give me all the tender
leaves, clover, and carrots; and those who do not believe
and are disobedient will after their disappearance find them-
selves in a meadow where only thistles and Yiettles grow,
and there they'll eat forever without pardon and without a
single look at Pfrax.

As you have committed many wrongs, for example eaten,
drank, and gambolled, each one will give me one-fifth of his
feed to reconcile Pfrax. And now—hey, you, Miss Blackie
there in the back, what have you been doing? Have ycu
not had a desire to taste that nice lettuce belonging to me ?
Have you not jumped around merrily and made fun of the
bellies of the reverend rabbits and disturbed their authority ?
Have you not lovingly eyed the young and gay rabbits,
which is sinful and immoral ? Come here behind the trough
that | might ask you of these things more closely and forgive
you in the name of the most high Pfrax, if you will obey
all my orders! And the rest of you must not look behind
here nor grumble when | ask her about all these things;
that would be blasphemy, which as you know is punishable
by the loss of the beautiful meadow | have told you about.
Miss Blackie, step forward !”

But just then, one board of the stall disappeared and
some unknown higher power caught the fat rabbit by the
ears and pulled him out; the hole closed up again.

“ Gone to the Great Meadow,” whispered the rabbits
secretly. “ It is necessary that we elect a new fatty who
will dwell in the trough and preach Pfrax to us; for without
him, our rabbit morality and society cannot exist. The
deniers of Pfrax would increase woefully and our warm and
dark stall would fall apart.”

And the rabbits elected a new reverend, to whom they
went for sermons and to whom they send their maidens
behind the trough for him to ask about their sins, and to
whom they gave in abundance of all the best that, as they
thought, Pfrax had thrown into the stall. This they did
because they were entirely stupid animals, whilst man is the
king of all creatures, a sensible and perfect being, a member
of the genus Homo sapiens !— Truthseeker (New York).

Correspondence
______ r______

SOCIALISM AND THE CHUftCHES.

TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER”
Sir,—1 thank you very much for opening your columns to
this important question. 1, too, as a member of the I.L.P.,
have experienced tho samo thing. Christians have a free
hand ; Freethinkers receive the cold shoulder. | make no
secret of my hostility to Christianity, and have consequently
been boycotted. As | am absolutely certain it will lead
eventually to disaster, and the wusual channels in the
Socialist movement are not open to us, wo are grateful to
you for the opportunity you are giving in the Freethinker
for the subject to be ventilated.

You will remember, sir, that | had a correspondence with
the Rev. R. J. Campbell on this self-same subject, a few
months ago, when he advised mo “ not to be a fool" after
intimating to him that Freethinkers in the movement
did not intend to be silenced. George BRADrIBLD#

How oft, when young, my friends | would defame
If our religious faith were not the same,
But now my soul has travelled high and low—
Now all save love, to me, is but a name.
A church, a tomplo, or a lviiba stone,
Koran or Biblo or a Martyr’'s bone—
All these and moro my hoart can tolerate
Sinco my religion now is lovo alone.
To all humanity, O consecrate
Thy hoart, and shun the thousand sects that prate
About tho things tho little know about—
Lot all receive thy pity, lovo, or hato
—Abu’'l Ala (Arabic poet)-
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BUSINESS CARDS.

Short advertisements are inserted under this heading at the

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
Odtdoob.
Bethnal Green Branch N. S. B. (Victoria Park, near the
Fountain): 3.15 and 6.15, F. A. Davies, Lectures.
Camberwell Branch N. B.S. (Brockwell Park):
W. J. Knrnsey, Lectures.
Kingsland Branch N. S. S. (Ridley-road). 11.30, J. W. Mar-
shall, “ If I were God."
North London Branch N. S. S. (Parliament Hill, Hampstead):
3.30 and 6, C. Goben, Lectures.

3.15 and 6,

W ood Green Branch N. 8. 5. (Spouters’ Corner) : 11, Arthur
B. Moss, “ New Age of Reason.”
W oolwich Branch N.S.S. Beresford-square) : 11.30, W. J.

Ramsey, a Lecture.
W est Ham Branch N. S. B. (Outside Maryland Point Station,

Stratford): 7, E. C. Saphin, “ Christianity and Its Christian
Critics."

COUNTRY.

Outdoor.

Bristol Branch N.S.S. (Durdham Downs): 7.15, B. G.
Brown, " The Failure of Christianity.” Tuesday, May 25 (Hay-
market), at 8, B. G. Brown, “ How Man makes Gods.”

E dinburgh Secular Society . The Meadows, 3, a Lecture ;
The Mound, 6.30, a Lecture.

Leith (Foot of the Walk) : Wednesdays, 8.15, a Lecture.

South Shields Branch N. S. 8. (above Tram Hotel, Market-
place) : 7.30, Conference Agenda and Delegates.

Joseph Bates’ East Anglian Mission.

Boston Branch N. S. S,: Bargate Green, Sunday, May 23, at
6.30, “ God and Nature.”

Sibsey: Wednesday, May 26, at 7.30, "Religion and Humanity.”

P eterboro’ (Jubilee Fountain) : Thursday, May 27, at 60’clock,
“ Cogito ergo sum.”

REDUCED PRICES.

Did Jesus Christ Rise from the Dead ? By
Satladin. The evidences of the Resurrection found
wanting. Post free 7d.

The Bible Against Itself.

Is Christianity a Forgery ?
tory a Fraud ? Post free 4d.

Post free 4d.
Is English His-

The Origin of the Christian Church. Tost
free 6d.

The Bible in Rhyme. Very Comical. Post
free 6d.

Did Jesus Christ of the Four Gospels Ever
Live? By Ernest Pack. Just out. A splendid
propagandist pamphlet. Selling like hot cakes.
Post free |id.

A popular collection of miscellaneous pamphlets.
Post free Is. 8d.

A complete Catalogue will be sent, post free, on application.

W. STEWART & CO,,
210 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.

of 2s. per half inch and 3s. 6d. per inch.
under this heading can be less than 2s. or extend beyond 0O

Christian Socialism Exposed, by Ernest Pack,

H. S. WISHART (N.S.S., C.F.,

Bound in Cloth.

No advertise®8*

inch. Special terms for several continuous insertions.

FREETHOUGHT BADGES.—The new N. S. S. Badge ~

nishes an excellent method of introduction to FreetbiR
The design is the French Freethinkers emblem—asingle ~
flower—button shape, with strong pin. Price 2d., postage
Reduction for 6 or more.—N. S. S. Secretary, 2 NC\Cft
street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

NEVER had such Value in my Life before ” is the O"€0;

mous reply to my inquiry from comrades who have *
my 80s. Suits to measure. Patterns free on receif
postcard.—J. W. Gott, 28 Church-bank, Bradford.

is Y.
of my latest publication, also 2s. 6d. worth of other ~
Christian Literature, all for eighteen penny stamp3
Dyson, 696 Bolton-road, Bradford.

TEN DAYS is sufficient time for me to deliver one - -

best-fitting All-Wool Suits you could find at £2, a° p
charge is only 27s. 6d. Shall I send you samp™®
H. M. Wilson, 22 Northside-terrace, Bradford.

and I.L.P)>adl
cate of Freethought and Humanism, ope0
lectures, debates, or missions on Freeingl»
Atheism, Socialism, and Humanism. For
etc., apply 22 Sandhurst-avenue, Harehills>

N

MR. J. LITTLE (one-time chief engineer S.S. ™arC¥%iW

should he see this, is asked by one whom he W
mental freedom to write to Mr. Wishart, 22 San
avenue, Harehills, Leeds.

Natural Religion

THE SECRET OF ALL THE cRE&’

BY
F. J. B

Being an abbreviated rendering in English of the
Dujpilie 1. " OviANe YD 1D les
which Robert Taylor, Logan Mitchell,
exponents of Christianity have so largely drawn. ity,
thoroughly explains tho astronomical origin of Chris
manner which everyone may easily understand.
the deepest interest to Freethinkers and an 13101
opener to orthodox Christians.
inclusion of three important plates from Dupuis, WP®, fG;

QU published IiNDIAYG™" |1
and other™a3” il

mA
1:g\kB&€)e

Its value is enh°nyoced(<f

difficulty) on India paper, which will not break Wt

Price Two Shill*
Postage Twopence Extra.

.streel’

The Pioneer Press, 2 Nowcastle-Btreet, Farrington

PAMPHLETS by C. COHEN.

Foreign Missions their Dangers and

Delusions ... 3d.
Full of facts and flgures
An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics 6d.
Principles of ethics, based on the doctrine of Evolution.
Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity.. Id.
Christianity and Social Ethics Id.
Pain and Providence ... Id.

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C

Surrey Masonic Hall, Camberwell New Road, S.E.
On Sunday, May 23, at 7 p.m.,
JOHN M. ROBERTSON, M.P.,
Will give a Centenary Address on
Thomas Paine.
Admission Free.

TIO#
A NEW (THE THIRD)

OF

FROM FICTION TO
By F. BONTE.

[Issued by the Secular Society, LiTx»

N

REVISED AND ENLARGED’
SHOULD BE SCATTERED

SIXTY-FOUR PAGE®; ~ V

PRICE ONE PE Y%

«r™ 1

- A
The Pioneer Press, 2 Newecastle street, Farri»™0



28, 1909

EfIE FBKBTEmMKBS

THE SECULAR SOCIETY,

LIMITED

Company Limited by Guarantee

Eisieittrtd Offlot—Z NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, H.C.

Chairman of Board of Directort—Msc. G. W. FOOTS

Secretary—B. M.

y was 0.'msdln 1893 to afford legal security to the
and application oi lands lor Secular purposes.

aje Jorandum of Association sets forth that the Society’ a
< * « e :—To promote the principle that human conduct
#9tsral LB baseii upon natural knowledge, and not upon super-
eaa @ °Ohaf, and that human welfare in this world is the proper
Topr a*thought and aotion. To promote freedom of inquiry.
Pata Brotia aaivsraal Seoular Education. To promote the com-
Uwim M lartsation of the State, eto., etc. And to do all such
hold, re , ga aa are °onduoive to suoh objeota. Also to have,
Q@bsgnBBlue’ an” retain any sums of money paid, given, devised,
tre by any person, and to employ the same for any of

the Society.
shooy'aWMli*y °f “ embers is limited to £1, in oase the Sooiety
*abiliti'Vei be wot“ d up and the assets were insufficient to oovor
Match8 " ¥ moB* unlikoly oontingenoy.
Jaarlv ,,aba an entranoe fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent
Tha gabaariptlon of five shillings.

Urgec 8 considerable number of members, but a muoh
gained N ber la desirable, and it is hoped that some will be
It PartioinGn®at *bose who read this announcement. All who join
Wafesour  *n tbe oontrol of its business and the trusteeship of
boa that ’aa’ 't *3 exPressly provided in the Articles of Assooia-
tlla Sooietv ® 0" bar- as suoh, shall derive any sort of profit from

diyWevli. . &r by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in
g batover.

blrddjote* ae'y‘a affairs are managed by on eleoted Board of
°unaiatinS °f not loss than five and not more than
oers, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) each year,

“T-biti,

YANOB (Miss).

but are capable of re-election. An Annual Gsnertl Meeting of
members must be held in London, to reoelve the Report, enct
new Directors, and transact any other business that may arises,

Being a duly registered body, the Secular Society, Limitée,
oan receive donations and bequests with absolute security.
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to make
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favor in their
wills. On this point there need not bo the slightest apprehension.
It is quite impossible to Bet aside suoh bequests. The exeoutors
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary course of
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in
connection with any of the wills by whioh the Sooiety has
already been benefited.

The Society's solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battcock 23
Rood-lane, Fonohuroh-street, London, E.O.

A Form of Bequeit—The following iB a sufficient form of
bequoBt for insertion in the wills of testatorB :—“ | give and
" bequeath to the Seoular Society, Limited, the sum of £------
" free from Legacy Duty, and | direct that a receipt signed by
" two members of the Board of the said Society and the Secretary
" thereof shall be a good discharge to my Executors for the
" said Legacy.”

Friends of the Society who have remembered it in their wfls,
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary of
the faot, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential. This is not neoessary.
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, and
their oontents have to be established by competent testimony.

THE PAINE CENTENARY.

Great Celebration Meeting

Ol the hundredth anniversary of the death of

THOMAS

WILL BE HELD IN TH

ST.

GREAT PORTLAND

ON

PAINE

E BEAUTIFUL NEW

JAMES’S HALL,

STREET,

LONDON, W

uG©sday Evening, June 8, at 8 o'clock.

M= Some of the Speakers:
"BERt™AUGH-BONNER ; Mr. GEORGE GREENWOOD, M.P.; Mr.
BURROWS; Mr. HARRY SNELL; Mr. C. COHEN; Mr. A B
MOSS; Mr. F. DAVIES; Mr. G. W. FOOTE.
All Seats Free. Collection towards Expenses.
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“ Messrs. Whitehouse and Co. have sent us samples of their A REMAR KABLE OFFER

boots, and we are bound to say, without posing as an authority
on such matters, that they seem to us extremely good value for

the money.”—Freethinker, January 3, 1909. That is the Description 1s* 5 plate gilt

R B lever novenent'
of a Watch which embodies in its con- iblepallets,

structional detail every modern improve- g5 compensation
Catalogue sent post free on application. ment and technical excellence. ance, hardered »
For all practical purposes it is honestly tempered Bred
worth many times the price we ask for it. hair - spring
Look at the illustration below and read the pinion harcenf ~
description of the movement, and reflect polishéd pivot

The h X
. , upon the fact that owing to the magnitude p X
Business Man’s ot our trade (hitherto confined to South h'gﬂ]%ugh};{[}'
Boot. Wales) we are able to offer this handsome

; and reliable English Lever in English hall-marked silver
ngl?)th?é(ckcgft’)aif(raégrm at the nominal price of 30/-, or the same movement if efed
lined ’medium toe’ best oxidised metal cases at 18/6, or in gold-filled cases (warl4™
soles' Warrantea all o wear ten years, equal in appearance to any gold watch a®
solid leather.  Stocked or(§t2r(])) f?_r 32/6f h | val "N Vi ",IUI
in sizes 5. G 7. 8 0, . er lines of phenomenal value arc our "New |ct(_)£

and 10. jlate key-wind English Lever, capped and jewelled, i

T marked silver cases, 37/6.

We have now decided to  Qur “ Progress ” 2-plate capped Swiss Lever, in hall'll
supply lace and Derby silver case3, 21/-.

pattern same price. Oar Lady’s “ Daisy " silver case Geneva Watch, 18/6. Jd
8s. 6d., post free. Our “ Princess ” series of Ladies’ Gold Watches at
upwards.
A written warranty for five years given with each watch.
GENTS.’ Box Calf Boots, Lace or Derby 10/6 and 12/6. These are but a few of the lines we keep. 1
" » . Welted, Lace or Derby 15/9. This offer is only made to fellow Reeethinkaes tbroUi?,
” Glace Kid, Lace or Derby 12/6. medium of our common journal, and as a proof of our 6°°~/d
" Tan Willow Calf, Lace or Derby 10/6 and 12/6. wo agree to refund the whole of the money for any watch re
to us within seven days if not satisfactory. . jti!
Write for our Illustrated Cats
L ADIE3’ Box Calf Boots, Lace 5/11, Button and Derby 6/3. to-day which contain many otn
Glace Kid Boots, Lace or Button 6/11 and 8/11. of interest and utiftl/"
Tan Glace Kid Boots, Lace 7/11. Sole address: -a A
Black Glace Shoes, Lace 6/6. JONES* JONES, Forth, b-

" " Six Bar 6/6.
Tan Glace, Six Bar or Gibson 6/11.

All Goods sent Post Free. GentS.

Foreign Orders must be accompanied by Extra Postage.

When ordering please enclose postal order and state Sllver
your requirements
WHITEHOUSE & CO., BOOT FACTORS, STOURBRIDGE. ENGLISH

Single Suits

AT

Wholesale Prices.

‘“We have received from the Pioneer Press a cOPi,:iz.gtep'
able book, entitled Ralph Cricklewood, by Stephen *  #ol*
It gives a very vivid account of the mental evailutidn” felig-
man, who is-eenvineed-by study that many of his for,™ tayiii.”
beliefs are not founded on fact. We think we aro
iqi i secret in saying this is the actual experience of gjNi'tkKe
Advertising is no good unless backed up by Persons of all shades of religious belief, and no religl dj o

good value for money. all, may derive much intellectual benefit from a ler
book.” —John Dull.

Ralph Gricklewoodj

GEO. JESSOP & SON, LTD. A Twentieth Century Critical ana ﬁatiom
realise this, and as many readers Exposé of Christian Mythologyl
of the “Freethinker” have already (Is the Form of a Novel) ~
proved, they more than fulfil what By STEPHEN FITZ-STEP#/
they claim to do. A Well-Wisher of the Human Famw'
6<

388 pages, cloth. Price 3x<

Post Free.
Send Postcard for

Patterns and Self-measurement Form. e 1 IoNEER P ress, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdot® ~ ~

FLOWERS of FREETHOUA
GEO, JESSOP & SON, LTD,, By G. W. FOOTE.

- First Berios, oloth . ' "ois ~

Clothing Manufacturers, Second Series, cloth ® = = -
Contains scores of entertaining and inform*0®

BATLEY ! YORKSHIRE. Articlos on a great variety of Freethonght topics nv
Please mention this paper. The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-streot, FarringG0__

Printed and Published by tho Pioneer Press, 2 Nowcastle-stroot, London, E.O.



