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THE following letter from th*
the well-known Christian S . an3j as this 
freethinker office on Tuesday morn b - lo£b open 
tiont page was the only part of p 
then, 1 insert it here with my reP Y • ,

i THE f r ee th ik k e r .•• TO TUB editor of tbat I  have
Sir,—I  am not at all annoye ¡»ailing for one

earned your thanks, though “  is c  ru\ari8tB to be so 
*ho has always tried to be ifair to lecuia^^ ^  
misinterpreted. I  may not®, t ° .  . waB not
title of my letter, ‘ The Civic S olu tion^  . 1
own. Mine was 1 Mr. Chesterto raised by those
■was merely dealing with thei qu ( ,ftt B0lution ’ or
two gentlemen as to whether the^ tbe best. Per-
the 1 Bible as literature solution fairest and
sonally, I  think the Secular solution afc pr090nt
the m08t logical, but it seems tha tbese circum-
will not have it. So I  suggest that, una ^  , Cowpor.
stances, it is best to keep our presen .£ we bavo
Templeism,’ but to improve it. “  v/ 'it as good as
Cowper-TempleiBm,’ it is best loaders’ I  meanPossible. When I talk of • responsible leader QWn

responsible to the State, not responsible JuHt
churches. I  want experts in religi draw up a
ss 1  Bhould prefer experts in ° ° ° ® y iu supposing 
culinary syllabus. You entirely m£butcb:  I£ 1
that 1 am on the mako for tho Ang ica wbich
^ere, I  should not support C °wp klF your readers 
f ° s t  Anglicans hate. You try to &yd yout 0wn 
mfor from tho quotations from my ’ animated 
imaginary deductions from them, 11  troating of
hy a great hatred of secularists. I  w us0 i  want
that subject in my letter, but not at all boca™°ub:eot I 
bQ l8nore it. Whenever I  have ^ S e a t e d
have always urged that the secularists 0tbors who 
aitly. just as tho ltoman Catholics or y t-.onal sola- 

cannot see their way to come in with a nations 
• yVhon, for instance, I  believed in
facilities1 plan, I  urged that socularisfacilities w -

trying tho
. .  Hecu|a" 9is triod!dI  ahull—̂ mues too; and, if over tha P ,01dod that t io

^ge it again. I have also alway Y roftlity, which at 
Conscience Clause should bo ma stigma shou
present it is not, and that no B0”  ° dtawu from re­
attach to any children who are ouestion of oU 
hgious instruction. On tho 8e“er®1 0f many yoal9 
attitude to secularists, my members l aarauteo that 
»u tho Guild of St. Matthew should bo. a b whicb you 
1 am not actuated by tho horriblo te b 8ubs0ribod 
aeem to take for granted that I am. , p am ready

^ 0  anti-Blasphemy Laws’ agitation, g k 0f auy
to do so again; and I  should bo 80 /  in this one 
secularists in the way your correspo (»i.r;9tians. 
number ol the Freethinker speak about ChristA-Stothei—  * ......- J til ft . _ t >    u^uuik uuuu v vuwovtuuo«
,.n a syllabus Tp°8sibility of Christian leaders agreeing 
, lttle, ¡t j8 ' on't think it is proved yot. If, at any 

a.̂ e the Sr„,°i ° y Proved, thon, of courso, wo must
l(*> >s the inr, .af so£ution, which, as I havo already most logical.
F .g  J ames A d d erley .

y°u call mo^Kath ^°U-r roPoa£°d ¡nvortod commas whon
nic îlliVal mons t̂llLr T*8 a'80 intondod to gibbot mo as aill fnrm vnn fit of if ia nnlv n.
Wlr ,and has 1110 cb*elly by Protestants who disliko 

1 4r„ absut(i “ i010 meaning than the 1 Ilonorablo,’ 
' 0 o tho State insists on also giving mo."

may inform you that it is only a

Let me say, first of all, that I should be sorry to 
treat Mr. Adderley with any gratuitous incivility. 
I had seen him described as “ Father ” Adderley so 
often, that I thought he liked i t ; but it appears that 
I was mistaken on this point, so I cry “ Peccavi!” 
and promise not to offend again.

I cannot plead guilty, however, of laying to his 
charge “ a great hatred of secularists ” or any other 
“ horrible feelings.” He spoke of a possible agree­
ment between the “ religious leaders ” of the various 
Christian Churches to prepare a plan of “ Simple 
Bible Teaching ’ ’ for the elementary schools ; I said 
that, in my opinion, this was not possible,— giving 
reasons for that conclusion ; and I added that the 
only thing the leaders of rival Churches ever really 
agree about is “ the robbery and oppression of un­
believers.” To this statement, as a general propo­
sition, I still adhere. I am quite willing to 
believe that Mr. Adderley is an exception, just 
as I cheerfully admit that Cardinal Newman 
refused to sign a memorial against Charles 
Bradlaugh’s admission to parliament. But one 
exception no more disproves a general rule than 
one swallow makes a summer. In spite of Newman’s 
refusal, the Catholic Church did oppose Bradlaugh’s 
entrance to the House of Commons, and in spite of 
Mr. Adderley’s desire to “ be fair to Secularists,” 
the religious leaders in England are more than 
willing to see Secularists insulted and oppressed. 
It is certainly creditable to Mr. Adderley that he is 
for tho abolition of the Blasphemy Laws, but he 
knows very well that the “ religious leaders ” in 
England have never lifted a finger, or breathed a 
word, against that branch of Christian Protection.

It is also creditable to Mr. Adderley that he wishes 
to make the Conscience Clause a reality. But he 
really ought to see that this cannot possibly be done 
under the present system. Mr. Birrell justly called 
it a sham under existing conditions. He proposed 
to mark tho attendance lists after the religious 
lesson, and allow the children withdrawn from 
religious instruction to remain at home until 9 15. 
That was the only good thing in his Education Bill, 
and of course it was lost. It was, however, an 
authoritative admission that tho arrangement now 
in force is a sinister hypocrisy.

Now for the important point at issue. Mr. 
Adderley pleaded for a plan of “ Simple Bible 
Teaching ’ ’ to be prepared by “ responsible religious 
leaders ” for use in the publio schools. I replied 
that Catholio, Anglican, and Nonconformist would 
never agree on such a plan; and that, even if they 
did, it would be promoting Christianity at the 
expense of non-Christians. Mr. Adderley recognises 
this; he admits that Secular Education is the ideal 
solution; but he says that the people will not have it—  
without stating when it was offered them, and also 
without Btating that the Trade Union Congress has 
year after year declared in favor of Secular Education 
by overwhelming majorities. Mr. Adderley assumes 
that we must have Cowper-Tompleism,— that is, un­
denominational Christian teaching, and lie argues 
that “ it is best to have it as good as possible." But 
that is surely a question for Christians. To offer 
Freethinkers tho best kind of Cowper-Templeism is 
liko offering them the best kind of burglary. They 
want their own property and their own rights.

G. W . FO-TE.
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Religion and Opinion.

MANY persons are in the habit of thinking of the 
religious bigot as hard, unyielding, and severe. 
So far as his relation to others is concerned, he 
may be ; but in relation to bis own feelings he is 
quite the reverse. Here he is all tenderness and 
susceptibility. The opinions and feelings of others, 
when they do not run upon lines identical with his 
own, are assailed with the utmost ferocity and with 
the least possible consideration. When his own are 
attacked he demands every gentleness and considera­
tion. He will attack the Freethinker with ridicule, 
with sarcasm, and— with less justification— with 
abuse. If the Freethinker retorts in kind he is 
solemnly reminded that he is dealing with a sacred 
subject, and has no right to outrage people’s feelings 
by attacking their religious beliefs. He has repeated 
this so often that he really believes it. Not only 
does he believe it himself, but by dint of reiteration 
he has induced many who do not agree with his 
religious views to believe it also. There are scores 
of non-religious people who, if they are driven to 
avow their non-belief, do so as if it were something 
of which to be almost ashamed. They admit it with 
an indicated hope that they will be dealt with as 
mercifully as possible.

The belief that religions opinions are worthy of a 
special measure of respect is in itself proof of what 
has been said. It provides a sanctuary for bigotry 
and an authoritative platform for intolerance. Reli­
gious opinions are no more deserving of respect than 
are opinions about the British Constitution. And 
they are certainly not so important. My opinion 
about the British Constitution may lead me to say 
or do things that will materially affect the lives of 
all around me. But my opinions about God, whether 
right or wrong, leave everybody, so far as all earthly 
purposes are concerned, quite unaffected. We do, it 
is true, respect our own opinions ; but this is because 
they are our own. And if we respect like opinions 
in other people it is only by a fictitious extension of 
our own personality.

Now I deny that any opinion, as an opinion, is 
entitled to respeot. All opinions, as such, are upon 
an absolute equality— a man’s opinion concerning 
the most “ sacred ” subject being no more deserving 
of respect than his opinion concerning the equator. 
AH that does deserve respeot is the right of each to 
hold and express any opinion ho or she possesses. 
There is a clear reason in social utility for this ; but 
there is neither social utility nor common sense in 
respecting opinions merely because their possessor 
chooses to cover them with the cloak of religion. 
And it is precisely this right of each to hold and 
express opinion that the believer declines to respect. 
Nay, he does not so much consciously decline this, 
as the thought of such a thing scarce enters his 
head. His opinion that I, as a Freethinker, am a 
source of moral and social corruption deserves to be 
treated with all deference, and may be shouted from 
the housetops. My opinion that lam  nothing of the 
kind, but am at least as good as a Christian, must be 
expressed with all due deference to the feelings of 
the believer— if, indeed, I am graciously allowed to 
express it at all. If Freethinkers succeed in inducing 
the authorities to open a museum or a library, or 
permit concerts on Sunday, that is an outrage on the 
feelings of Christians. But Freethinkers may bo 
debarred from all these pleasures, and may have 
their “ day of rest ” made hideous by church bells, 
street-corner preaching, and Salvation Army bands, 
without it being considered that thoir feelings suffer 
to any extent whatever.

The truth is that the Freethinker who “ outrages ” 
religious feeling by expressing his opinions concern­
ing religious beliefs is acting upon a much higher 
moral principle than is over reached by the average 
Christian. To him opinion is something that counts 
for too much in the progress of the race for it to be 
put aside as of no consoquonce. Every opinion 
brings with it its responsibilities, and the responsi­

bilities of unbelief are at least as important as thos 
connected with a set of opinions that have noth®» 
to commend them hut their antiquity. I cord® jj 
admire the Christian who feels it to be his duty "
preach his belief abroad; but it is not a duty that
should be confined to himself. It is incumbent up0 
everyone to brand a thing a lie once they have c° 
vinced themselves that it is so. The plea that J 
time is not ripe for so acting is the evasion ° , 
grave responsibility. “ Not ripe” only means 0 
quite safe; nothing more. But the proper ti®0 
call a lie by its name is when it is seen to bo a  ̂
not to wait until there are enough singers to ® a" f 
respectable chorus. Religious belief does not 
necessity involve this attitude; but it is deeP 
implanted in the nature of Freethought. , . 8 

And just as the Freethinker’s attack on rel'S1® 
opinion is dictated by a higher sense of duty t 
that implied in Christianity, so the Christian ol® ̂  
that religious opinions deserve a speoial measure 
respect is fundamentally an attempt to force a jo 
morality upon the unbeliever. It is asking b1® ^
obliterate his sense of the distinction between ;t b®
and false, and to treat a lie with the same re8Pe?een 
properly reserves for the truth. The issue has ® 
well put by Dr. Thomas Arnold— the famous f® 
of a still more famous son. He says :—

“  To tax anyone with want of reverence because 
pays no respect to what we venerate, is either irrei j, 
or is a mere confusion. The fact, so far as it is tr 
no reproach, but an honor; because to roveren® 
persons and all things is absolutely wrong; rovej ^  
shown to that which does not deserve it, is no 
not even an amiable woakness, but a plain pdJ 9 
sin. But if it be meant that he is wanting i° 
reverence, not respecting what is really to be re8Pecaus 
that is assuming the whole question at issue, b ^ 
what we call divine he calls an idol; and so, supP 
that we are in the right, wo are bound to fall do' „j 
worship ; so, supposing him to bo in the right, b 
less bound to pull it to the ground and destroy  ̂ f

The claim that religious opinions are dese.rV'j^ac- 
a special measure of respect is as injurious ®  *^  
tice as it is ridiculous in theory. For in Pf̂ gtiF 
this involves the suppression of all opinion b '
to religion. From the construing of the - . 
of opinions hostile to religion as undesirable» ^  
suppression of such opinions by punishing tbo®  ̂¡s 
hold them, is an easy and natural step. An ^  
one that Christianity has always been wiln^jio' 
eager to take. It has suppressed opinion eyst0 $ 
ally, continuously, and by every means with 
power. But you can only protect an est® .^l- 
opinion from attack at the price of cultivating js 
lectual cowardice and hypocrisy. Confor® ^¡t 
secured by robbing the nation of that wliicb i .fljS 
vital to its well-being and development. | 
health is consequently only another aspect o to 
disease. By making it unpleasant for Pe°^rt$. 
investigate received opinion, orror becomes ¡̂>1 
established and hypocrisy the marked ^  
characteristic. Not an hypocrisy that ®  ̂ ¡s * 
pression of a conscious dissimilation ; *'h  ̂ j0i# 
comparatively healthy state, and denotes ® j,yf? 
the capacity for seeing the real thing, -j 
crisy generated is of the kind that, although 0tî  
a total divorce between profession a n (¡b®  ̂
there is an almost total unconsciousness of twP,1IUU1V l«u 141LUUUV VUVIVI UUV/UUUUIVMUM < J ' ^

that we are all the time living a lie. It i0. _ 
crisy that is unconscious, ingrained, organic>^ofli‘ 
by a process of elimination that has been ® j  
many generations. ,» pohj

The nature of this procoss has been wC .^g f  
out by Mr. Francis Galton in the foil0' 
sage: _ .

“  Tho policy of tho religious world >u ¡,¡1
having first capturod all tho gontlo uahir .̂u0p 
doomed them to colibacy, made another 9 «fb®
[tho Church’s] hugo nets....... to catch t ¡a j|i
tho most fearless, truth-seeking, and into! >t> . 
modes of thought, and thoroforo tho c l^ r
parents of a high civilisation, and put a Htrg[,o r®° 
not a direct stop, to thoir progony. Those

* Lecturet on Modern History, 1843 ; PP
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on these occasions, to breed the generations o£ the 
^tare, wore the servile, the indifferent, and again, the
stupid. Thus as she....... brutalised human nature by
,let system of celibacy applied to the gentle, she de- 
. emoralised it by her system of persecution of the 
intelligent, the sincere, the free. It is enough to make 
ne blood boil to think of the blind folly that has caused 

, . foremost nations of struggling humanity to bo the 
. eii,s °f such hateful ancestry, and that has so bred our 
Ostmcts as to keep them in an unnecessarily long con­
doned antagonism with the essential requirements of a 

s eadily advancing civilisation.” *
calc ? tFoth the above is seen in the light of the 
Do iQ at>on that in three hundred years— 1471-1781 —  
’kipr-88 ^ an persons were burnt, and 291,000
prg,ls° ne >̂ for religious offences in Spain alone. 
iecord  ̂ °t^er countries could not show so heavy a 
bein„ aa this, hut substantially the same work was 
c°nBid Carr*ed on all over Europe. And, modified 
8tiiu era%  by changed conditions, the policy is 
critici rsueĉ  To protect religions opinions from 
delibew ,and attack, the Christian Churches have 
-~0f depleted the race— so far as they could
eharacf0 ^ner and more valuable types of mind and 
the armer’ ^ nd heyond those actually reached by 
ing eff persecution, there has been the benumb- 
^heu 8 DPon the rest of the population. And 
an<} ac ° recoi’d of Christianity’s misdeeds is finally 
8reatestUrâ 6*̂  Written, this will stand out as its 
crime ha C£ltne against civilisation. Its greatest 
or the i 9 .en’ n°t the burning of men at the stake 
geon, ^PriBonment of others in a Christian dun- 
^Peofn9 gowning crime has been in the lower 
kypocrisv^u and character it has encouraged, in the 
aeter. i p a  ̂ tt has made almost a second char- 
could not0  ̂aSan Home it was said that one priest 
^an can an9ther without a smile. If Chris-
v8 °°lv be 66  ̂ Chriatiaa to-day with a grave face, it 
aa8 devein10/!6 se ê°tive influence of Christianity 
‘he absn^v a fcype that lacks the wit to perceive 

Jty of the current creed. „

Fear and Religl°n’  ̂̂

the Bible is '^ i n  reality *b ^  the Christian Church, tnntism, 't  .
Nothing of the kind. 1° r  , 0 one author . •
0nly official court of appea , troversy, th 
arbitrator in all matters of c . neither
rale of faith and conduct. tcatantism, do 
Catholicism, nor even in r  the PlaC., •
?°ly Scriptures practically ^ m . Every .

theoretically assigned to t interpretation 
depends upon interpretation, a»® . 0£ time an
determined according to the « » f^ d ie n t . to tab
PlaÇe. If it is not convenient, or ^  thinB to P™ 
a Biblical passage literally, there «  “  Whenevc 
"̂ ot its being treated sym accepting
°ngen experienced any difficulty t0 give it » 

as it stood, he did not hésita ^  Blble ha 
ahegorica\ turn. The truth is tin gort8 0f crue 
6en, and is being, subjected '11)0rting any v< 
orture in order to force it into s ^ rofessional w ?d silly vagaries cherished by i 1

ola ,Ming M - ,«« in  r'c
the truth of it is heyond quest ̂  ̂  andei 

Kions the deities aro objects of 01 ; i9 the desi 
ying motive of all religious ceremo -s taken f° 
0 propitiate or conciliate thorn. tber they at. 

Ranted that for some reason °* yLtm. Indoec 
. Kry with us, and disposed to do originated i

8ato to state that most religion«^ th0 01 
|aorance touched with fear. M w ft relig'01 

®statuent, we find that Judaiâ „..rors. Johoval 
°se fervor was kindled by its men and so

Tnboj :r « ^ n Æ r v n t Æ  «■k.“  S i
llereditary Gcniut, p. 358.

the fear that is due unto thee ?” In Malachi i. 6 the 
Lord of Hosts is represented as inquiring, “ If I be a 
master, where is my fear ?” “ The fear of God ” and 
“ the fear of the Lord ” are terms that occur nearly 
forty times, while the exhortation to “ fear God,” to 
“ fear the Lord,” or to “ fear him ” is repeated about 
sixty times. Jehovah was to be served with fear, 
and any rejoicing allowed in his presence had to be 
tempered with trembling. The fear of the Lord was 
wisdom, or “ the beginning of knowledge.”

Thus the keynote of Judaism was fear. But we 
are assured that Christianity is pre-eminently a 
religion of love. It is true that it enjoins love, but 
the commandment to love is based on the command­
ment to fear. Jesus spoke of God as the sole object 
of fear (Matthew x. 28). The disciples were people 
who walked “ in the fear of the Lord ” (Acts ix. 81). 
Peter advised his readers to “ pass the time of their 
sojourn here in fear” (1 Peter i. 17). Holiness was 
to be perfected “ in the fear of the Lord ” (2 Cor. 
vii. 1). Christians were to subject themselves “ one 
to another in the fear of Christ ” (Eph. v. 21). They 
were also to work out their “ own salvation with fear 
and trembling ” (Phil. ii. 12). Their duty, according 
to Peter, was to “ love the brotherhood ” and “ fear 
God” (1 Peter ii. 17). The best thing that conld be 
said of Cornelius was that he was “ a devout man, 
and one that feared God ” (Acts x. i.). Paul admitted 
that he persuaded men because he knew the “ terrors ”  
or “ the fear of the Lord ” (2 Cor. v. 11). The author 
of Hebrews exhorted his readers to have grace where­
by they might “ offer service, well-pleasing to God, 
with reverence and godly fear ” (Hebrews xii. 28).

Is it not now clear that Christianity, as well as 
Judaism, is rooted and grounded in fear ? And is it 
not incontrovertible that a religion so rooted and 
grounded is of necessity incapable of developing the 
highest and noblest character ? A Christian writer 
of note frankly admits that “ fear has played a great 
part in the history of Christianity ; often, indeed, a 
malign part.” Bat he endeavors to shield Chris­
tianity by asserting that “ barbaric peoples trans­
lated the Biblioal symbolisms after their own manner, 
imagining that God tortured his creatures as they 
did their fellows.” This defence is, however, utterly 
futile, because there is absolutely no evidence that 
the New Testament passages quoted above are so 
many “ symbolisms.” Is it conceivable that Paul 
was speaking symbolically when he Baid, “ Let us 
cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and 
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God ”? Was 
Jesus talking symbolically only when he threatened 
unbelievers in himself with hell-fire ? In Hebrews 
we read of “ a certain fearful expectation of judg­
ment, and a fierceness of fire which shall devour the 
adversaries,” and the “ much sorer punishment ” 
that shall overtake him “ who hath trodden under 
foot the Son of Cod, and hath coanted the blood of 
the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an un­
holy thing, and hath done despite unto the spirit of 
grace ”— are all these solemn expressions to be 
piously juggled with and dismissed as mere “ sym­
bolisms ”? The writer just mentioned says that 
“ all through there was a revolt against these crude 
interpretations but, in reality, the revolt was not 
against “ crudo interpretations,” but against igno­
rant and barbarous ideas, or against a religion that 
was founded on injustice and cruelty. The New 
Testament appeals to fear, not as holding an inferior 
place, and as passing, but as an essential and perma­
nent element of the religions life, in which alone 
holiness, which the theologians allege means char­
acter, could be perfected. It is true that the apostle 
John describes perfect love as casting ont fear, bat 
that expression stands absolutely alone in the New 
Testament, and does not in the least discredit or 
modify tho moaning of the uniform teaching ascribed 
to Jesus and Peter and Paul and the author of the 
Aots. Indeed, John’s own teaching cannot be judged 
in tho light of that solitary utterance, for wo find 
that both in tho Epistles and the Gospel attributed 
to him ho regards men’s eternal destiny as wholly 
dependent upon their attitude to Jesus Christ.
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“ He that believeth on the Son hath eternal life ; 
hut he that believeth not the Son shall not see life, 
but the wrath of God abideth on him.” Such is John’s 
language, and it is in full harmony with the rest of 
the New Testament. The God of the Bible rewards 
believers with the joys of heaven, but tortures un­
believers in the depth of hell. If the Bible is really 
the Word of God, fully two-thirds of all the count­
less myriads of mankind who have passed into the 
unseen world are at this moment, and shall be for­
ever, writhing with indescribable agony in the flames 
of hell.

We hold that such a religion is degrading and 
demoralising in its influence upon those who profess 
it. Take the apostle John, “ the disciple whom Jesus 
loved,” the New Testament type of the saint,— what 
did the love of God do for him ? Did it inspire him 
to love and help his brother-man, or only his brother- 
believer ? According to Irenaeus he lived at Ephesus 
down to the reign of Trajan. One day, when he 
went to bathe at the publio baths, he saw Cerinthus 
within, and rushed away in great haste, as if from a 
poisonous snake, saying “ Let us flee lest the room 
should indeed fall in, for Cerinthus, the enemy of the 
truth, is within.” The fact to be noted is that, 
whether that story be true or not, Iremcus, Bishop 
of Lyons, did not see in it anything unworthy of, or 
inconsistent with, Christian character. As a matter 
of fact, neither the Fatherhood of God nor the 
Brotherhood of Man is a New Testament doctrine. 
The Divine Fatherhood only embraces believers, and 
they alone are brethren. For all others, “ it is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God.” Like Zeus in the Prometheus Bound of 
Aeschylus, the Christian Deity is a tyrant, who 
heaps blessedness upon obsequious flatterers, or 
cringing slaves, but sentences all others to eternal 
banishment in the outer darkness, where there shall 
bo weeping and gnashing of teeth for ever.

It is all very well to say that “ in mediaeval litera­
ture one of the astonishing things is the coolness 
with which men took the ecclesiastic fulminations 
but we must not forget that those “ ecclesiastical 
fulminations ” were but paraphrases of those con­
tained in the New Testament. The priests who 
manipulated the horrors of hell in the Dark Ages, 
which yet constituted Faith’s most brilliant period, 
were but degenerate successors of the apostles, and 
their degeneracy was largely traceable to the malign 
influence of the apostolic doctrine which they pro­
fessionally believed and proclaimed. The Now Theo­
logians will have none of the orthodox hell ; but 
they do not seem to realise that in rejecting it they 
rej sot what they still speak of as the Word of God. 
W e are told that “ Rabelais, who turned holl into a 
jest, had his predecessors,” and he has also had his 
successors; but all aliko must be classed among the 
enemies of the Cross of Christ. In reality, they 
who revolt against the dootrine of hell revolt against 
the God who is said to have prepared it for the Devil 
and his angels. The arguments against tho Chris­
tian doctrine of rewards and punishments apply 
with equal force to tho whole conception of salvation 
by faith, or through tho merits of another. Even on 
the assumption that faith in Christ developes good­
ness, it is goodness bought at too great a cost, and 
by no means of the best type. But we are strongly 
of conviction that faith in Christ is not a root that 
grows into a tree of goodness. Character often 
springs up in spito of it, but never by moans of it.

Fear of supernatural beings and forces is a child 
of ignorance, and is now at last passing away. One 
well says:—

“  When wo think of tbo Blicor suffering that fear has 
caused ; when wo remerubor what havo been its breed­
ing-grounds ; how it has flourished on ignoranco, on 
superstition, on cruelty and tyranny, we aro apt to 
regard it as wholly evil, and its extirpation as one of 
the highest goods."

Wholly ovil it undoubtedly is in all its supernatural 
forms. The only wholesome fear is that of mis­
reading Nature and misunderstanding her laws ; tho 
fear of missing life's chief boons through indolence

and inattention; the fear of falling behind in1, 
struggle for self-expression and perfect adjust®^ 
to the environment; the fear, not of Nature berse > 
but of disharmony with her ; the fear that engen<Jer” 
courage to face the storm undaunted, to fig^ 1 
battle without flinching, to shoulder the bur0 
without fainting, and to sing the victor’s soog ¡n ". 
midst of the cooflict. This fear breeds self-00“ 
dence, and reaches out for that knowledge 
conditions and possibilities of life which blosso 
into serene peace and fruitful joy, aud enables us 
sing with George Meredith,—

“  Laughter ! O thou reviver of sick Earth !
Good for the spirit, good 

For hody, thou ! to both art wine and bread.”
J. T. LLOfP’

Secular Education in Australia.

UNDER the provisions of the Referendum Bill 
cently introduced into the Queensland Legisla . 
Assembly, the people of that State will soon be 08 
upon to declare whether they wish to see re 'jLjj, 
introduced into their national system of edu°a ¡f
A popular vote, demanded by the clerics and <
supporters, is to decide whether there shall ho si V 
Bible teaching in tho schools or not ; that is, 
a change— a most momentous change— shall be 
in the system which for over thirty years ha8 u" lj 
secular and compulsory, which has provided a 8 ^  
education for the poorest children in the State,
xx7 Vt inVi n a nrivnn n r\ m nlof Q eoficf un fion fcn fillwhich has given complete satisfaction to all 
in the community save one— the class that is dif j 
or indirectly interested in obtaining State 
for religion. In Australia, as in England)  ̂
churches and chapels and Sunday-schools are raP ^  
losing their hold on the masses, and thereto1-0 je, 
religious leaders are invoking the aid of the o 
They demand the right to use Stato institute # 
control the child for a few more years. * ' Ls- 
little longer let ns stay.” I don’t think the 
landers will listen favorably to this piteoQ8 . gy 
unmanly appeal. I do not think they will.*1® ^

>1

UULUUUi j VJU UWU UUiUU VUWJ
make the change asked for. Could they real*8 ^  
unseemly wrangling between the various secti^, 
Christians that is now blocking all real e^uC pev«r 
effort in this country, they would certainly 
consent to the priost's putting his foot acre e(e< 
threshold of the school door, nor would they .̂ o 
allow the parson to thrust his “ sacred books ^  
the hands of the teacher and domand tb® nor 
should bo taught to young Australians in the 
schools, where many of tho teachers are js P 
Catholics, some are Jews, some Freethinkers- up­
right to ask these men to teach the Protests ¡j 
gion ? Is tho Nonconformist tho only man «
conscience ? Simple Bible teaching is a/aapbt
sectarianism. It is the special form --  
demanded by the Evangelicals. Do tho Fre®^* flf( 
the Jews, tho Catholics with their historic \oiLinC l

of
for1“ 

te»1
•cb

h oly  sacram ents, all cou n t for notb j & (o 
m any parts  o f A ustra lia  the C atholics & 
years m aintained th eir  ow n sch ools, and t 1 '  
p ersisten tly  dem anded a subsidy for t b e d ^  ¡ft 
subsidy has been  ju s t as p ersisten tly  ,re ¿qa8 , 
r igh tly  so w hile there is absolu te  relig1000j.0Ve 
under tho seoular system . T ho claim) gt8
would Btand on a different basisvery uiuuiuuu U««*“ - i 0 
introduced Protestantism into tho public so

ol8
it»0'uruuuceu J. ruiusuuikism  lu iu  iiuu puu.*- „psi- j 

Queenslanders will do well to glance at kn r
in E ngland. A ll the efforts o f tho contending .fl0r8[ ■

-1________________ • . ______ ¿„a in n** . útrto bring about a compromise havo ended m 
failure, and the position has bocomo so bop j,jp| 
many who had advooatod simplo Bible teujfl,r 6‘ 
the schools aro now admitting that the ^ Cjjol°' 
tion is tho only one possible. Mr. C. -a. i 
President of tho National 
recent address doolared that 
peaceful settlement of tho present s 
adopt the secular system; and tho 1

Union oí
the only ^  ¿¡tf

trif® yjv’; ( 
e t h o x yaaopo me secular system; ana mo 

of April 1C, 1009, referring to his romarks>
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6 steady growth of feeling in favor of an entirely 
cular education in the national schools.” And at 

ino'86*^ best m’n^8 the Anglican Church are 
^¡Id11111 that the Bible should not be taught to 
j j , ren except by trained instructors. In the 
g ^  ^ourna  ̂ f ° r February of this year, the Right 
qn ■.rr‘ Mercer, Bishop of Tasmania, discusses the 
do8, °n’ “ the Old Testament a suitable basis for 
nDra 1.nBtruction ?” His answer is a distinct and 
an̂ nâ 'fie<I “ No.” The quibbles and subterfuges 
Man 8̂ 8C*M pleadings of such apologists as Butler, 
t)je ’ and Keble, are scathingly dealt with, and 
Test errih>le consequences of regarding the Old 
IQ(j as a moral guide are clearly pointed out.
ecus Cl’ Eoi'd8bip’8 passionate emphasis of these 
^ild?HenCe8' antE oE difficulty of explaining to a 
ietainri b̂e Testament morality is progressive, 
a»aj 8 ° ne of Plato’s almost heart-rending protests 
ficds |y êact'iog the children of his day that the 
expe . ê e BU0h as Homer represented them. Is it 
— ea ^ a t  a poor, untrained schoolmaster will

failed ? An eminent 
H. Hayward, in The

ĉcceed
f.glish 
1 lanari,

where Dean Mansel ^  ^___ > — -—
educationist, Dr. F. iue 'literary claims '■«narj/ Curriculum, puts for war « j  ¿ream,

cf the Bible to a place in tbe ,sc\, t t0 the poor of 
“6 says, “ like Matthew Arnold, tn a ^   ̂ Jeru8alem 
England Isaiah may be a Dem . g to have a 
^  Athens.” Better a thonsam „ Calvin and a 
Demosthenes and an Athens ‘ Greece” and
hmithfield, though even the ey for teaching
home of art” put St orates to , » principal

tbe young “ false ideas about the god , neVer
oE the false ideas being that th g ,.fficnity, hnw- 
Vengeful or cruel or deceitful. Gie Bible
¡Ve!:> of separating the literary e ® element, for 
lV ts Present form from the rel'g * Dc. g ay.
chool purposes, is seen very elear y epeaking of 
ood’s own statements. For ms . P would 

5? BtoIy of Elijah—the very thingI ™ ^
ttraet and ontrance the child-min j would
a “not to be minutely entered 1 ’ , t^e true
respectively ask if that is the spirit ot tn

oE any subject ? , :n Victoria,
nThe opponents of the secular ®yste™ refer to 
Queensland, and South Australia, oonstatly^ ^  thig 

as pernicious—in fact, the word is P pKactly, is 
connection ad nauseam. In what respect, exactly, 
^^ayetem pernicious?
hoa
ÍQcn

rann It’s the old story of the
, '  violent anti-Catho-, ,- j  “i words and phrases. „  a\arming

like Mr. Joseph Hocking spea ' o ^  of the
ease of Romanism the Cat o i - ndberents of gratifying increase in the number of adne

re true faitu >• T- -
th,
Mon
de

. w otilen Tf fu  -----------  ---------------------
in AuftfJ i- 1 tùe opponents of secular educa-
7 f  a  - -  ^  i a  r n P f t n  t .V lo f -. t  Vi n  L i ’ a f o m  l i n o  n f  a mhey to red lt*Ua mean that the system has a ten 

w S  se c til6 i he Privileges and emoluments of s 
4My the c n ^ ’ ^hey may be right ; but if, as is procodangored.

case.
-sored fi mean to imply that morality is 

v°.®Pare thL are contradicted by facts. Let us 
those tbnf v tbaEi reta*n religious instruction

have adopted the secular ayste—  
? > b er of cenv,-S;J Car Bo?k (1!)0S > P- 704) gives theSjv '** ui CQn • . y±u\J

190l-i ciAi;0ns aEi the Supreme Courts for the 
R„-., 1 06. For eacij 0£ fQnr of these years
South Wale's (religious ta jg a o  )Victoria (8̂ u - 

crease on the preceding year. voar, and Q
S  ̂ ows an increase for only one f) for two
^  and South Australia ^ “ per 10.000 »  
years. The magisterial conviction V t  m  S. 
^ahitants for the same period show 

c number has been much 
V  7̂ . for any one of the six . , 19 
xj6  average number for the l  rj, ^ 0  Comm
J’ s - w ., 3d 4 ;  in Queensland, 4A »• calth BtaUsUcian ”COtUnn*-:- ’

less than 
years.

half that in 
In Victoria, 

22 8 : in

it 3Paring the rlfU’ mr’ G- Knibbs, says that in 
hr'* remon^K8 ^ om tEl0 magistrates’ courts 
e

Mr. G. H.

in numbers of cases■ l hbreac ^ 8re0? r ber e T r h a t  _____________________
of e committal faw are technical or purely local
^W^Parison l u v  highor courts give a better basif '* . . u> althi o ^ e dJuaf , " ‘ vuuugn oven 

H 'ct¡on.’ ’ 6 rna,de fQr the
ough

give a better basis 
in this connection

m .------ --  want of uniformity
l̂ctor';v,tals Per then, the proportion of

r,a and  ̂S ! ° ' 000 of population, we find that 
’ °ach average less than half the

number in N. S. W ., and for each of five years show 
a marked decrease on the preceding year, whereas 
N. S. W . shows an increase for each of five years. 
The Queensland yearly average is also slightly below 
that of N. S. W.  West Australia (religious instruc­
tion) has a worse record than any of the other States 
mentioned. But that part of Australia was a Crown 
colony until 1890, and, as the statistician points out, 
there are many special circumstances to he taken 
into account. Returns for the whole Commonwealth 
— the greater part of which has had the seonlar 
system for about thirty years— 3how the following 
steady decrease in the “  number of convictions for 
serious crime ” per 10,000 persons during a period of 
twenty-five years:—

1881 ... ... ... 69-3
1891 ... ... ... 44-8
1901 ... ... ... 29 1
1906 ... ... ... 27-5

This steady decrease may not be due entirely to 
seoular education. It is always neoessary to guard 
against the fallacy of post hoc, ergo propter hoc. But 
a careful study of all the Year Book  facts and figures 
bearing on education and crime for a number of 
years, seems to point to the education system as an 
important factor in moral development, so far as 
morality, or immorality, is indicated by criminal sta­
tistics. At any rate, the parsons and other interested 
opponents of the secalar system keep harping on the 
word “ pernicious,” but they will not mention the 
exact concrete results to which they take exception, 
and it is most unlikely that Queensland will alter 
the system to please them. If what they are really 
concerned about is the child’s immortal soul, then 
that is the Church’s business, not the State’s. The 
“ Bible in Schools Leagues” have already made 
desperate efforts to crush seoular education in Vic­
toria and in South Australia, and in each State an 
overwhelming majority voted in favor of keeping the 
schools as they are. It is now Queensland’s turn to 
decide that though her educational system may be 
godless, it is doing good service to the community, 
and that it may easily be altered for the worse.

A. D. McL aren .

Perhaps the most demoralising effect of Christianism upon 
all sorts and conditions of worthless humanity within its in­
fluence is that it encourages every miscreant to continue in 
his evil course, by holding out to him the shameful delusion 
of divine forgiveness and a blessed salvation at the fag-end 
of a whole life devoted to any and every description of mis­
doing. After a person has committed some atrocious murder 
aud is coudemued to death, he is at once consigned to his 
own reflections and to the canting chaplain to be befooled. 
As soon as the unfortunate man is convinced that he is at 
the end of his tothor—that there is no chance of a reprieve, 
but not before—ho booomes a most suitable plastic piece of 
raw human material for tho chaplain to mould as he will. 
Being now in extremis, he is, in almost every instance, 
easily transmuted into a saint of tho blessed carpenter: and 
the chaplain’s craft is now to spread before him a rich ante- 
past of what thero is in store for him, immediately after he 
lias leaped from the end of tho tight-rope. Now, he is in- 
spired by the chaplain to write beautiful Christian cant to 
his relatives in tho outer world, wherein be reveals some of 
his blessed prospects, which, made known to him by the 
Holy Spirit, will soon bo realised in all their spiritual tran­
scendence. How that his heavenly Father, having nothing 
else to do, and only one criminal iu all the world to look 
aftor, is anxiously waiting to fall on his neck and kiss h im ; 
whilst his Savior, with arms outstretched, is ready to give 
him tho divino hug of reconciliation.— “ Ralph Cricklewood."

Whorovor I have made a rash statemsnt I shall be happy 
to bo corrected ; wherevor 1 have argued wrongly I shall bo 
happy to be set right. But I am less amenable to appeals 
on the ground of “  taste." They are almost invariably made 
by tboso who wish failure to one’s propaganda. A fair con­
troversialist will refrain from personalities. I have done 
this, aud I will do no more.— O. IV. Foote.
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Acid Drops.

Several churches in the Eastern counties have been struck 
by lightning during the recent thunderstorms, including 
Yarmouth parish church, the belfry of which was set on 
fire. It is curious that “ Providence ”  shows no respect for 
“  the House of God ” on these occasions. We invite the 
clergy to explain.

Harmsworth’s publications are various. Some go in for 
piety, some for the opposite ; and the owner makes a profit 
out of the lot. He resembles Artemus Ward in one thing. 
Artemus was asked what were his principles. “  Princerpuls ! ” 
he replied, “ I ’ve ne’er a one ; I ’m in the show business.” 
We don’t carry the resemblance further. We don’t mean 
that Harmsworth has Artemus Ward’s wit.

One of the Harmsworth publications devoted to piety is 
the Sunday Companion, which, we see, gives advice— the 
cheapest thing in the world. A man asked what he should 
do ; he was required by his employer to indulge in decep­
tion on pain of dismissal. The reply was— “ Conscience 
should be obeyed before all worldly advantage.”  Every 
man should 11 ask himself whether he is leading the life that 
Christ would have him lead.”  But we daresay the employer 
himself was a Christite. Besides, if conscience should be 
obeyed before all worldly advantage, how would that affect 
the Harmsworth publications ?

Commenting on the much-boomed Welsh revival that 
centred round the pathologic personality of Evan Roberts, 
the Rev. F. Jones, of Abergele, says :—

“  Although four years Wales was throbbing under its 
influence, which had embraced the whole community, yet at 
the present moment there were no more men in the churches 
taking part in the services than before the revival, and fewer 
attended the Sunday-schools, the society meetings, and the 
prayer meetings than six yoars ago. The full flowing tide 
had receded and left exposed to the world the wreckage of 
unfulfilled promises, covered by the slimy influences of 
decay.”

This is precisely what we prophesied would occur. A con­
tagious and intoxicating influence may overcome people for 
a time, and give the same appearance of vitality to a move­
ment that stimulants confer upon a debilitated organism. 
But tho reaction sets in, and then the artificial and un­
healthy nature of the process is apparent. If Christianity 
were either a normal product of contemporary life, or in 
harmony with contemporary needs, it could be kept alive 
without tho numerous stimulative agencies that are con­
stantly called into play. But it fulfils neithor conditions, 
and only puts on a semblance of life by means that are dis­
creditable to all concerned.

A great deal is being said just now in Nonconformist 
papers about the Anglican Church in Wales boing an “  alien 
Church.”  This wo are concerned neither to accept nor 
deny; but we take the occasion to point out that if things are 
to bo sottled on this principle, Christianity itself must bo 
given up. For this is essentially an alien creed. It was 
born in the East, and the whole spirit and temper of its 
teaching is Eastern. Western nations did not voluntarily 
adopt i t ; it was forcod upon them ; and the history of 
Western Europo is tho record of attompts made either to 
reject it altogether or to modify its teachings in accord with 
a non-Christian conception of life. To soo real Christianity 
one has to study the lives and beliefs of those Eastern 
Christians who have been most secluded from Western infla- 
encos. Then wo begin to realise what Christianity was, and 
to what extent foreign influences havo transformed it. 
“  Modernism ”  and tho “  New Theology ”  are only tho latest 
expressions of tho influence of Westorn lifo and thought 
upon an essentially Eastorn and alien religion.

If all the lunatics in Great Britain wont to tho asylums 
there would bo an immenso multiplication of thoso estab­
lishments. One of thorn, presumably at large, writes to tho 
Glasgow Evening Citizen, attributing “ strikes, epidemics, 
wars, failure of crops, and this past winter, with dull trade 
and a want of work ”  to God's anger at tho “  secularising of 
tho Sabbath.”  This gentleman thinks “  God ”  is as idiotic 
as himself.

Rev. Dr. Akod, of New York, says that “  Christianity is 
not in peril.”  Of course it is not; who said that it was? 
Christianity was never in peril of any kind. It entered tho 
world still-born, and it has been doad over since. Mon of 
God need not dospair. Tho religion on which they livo will 
nover becomo a greater failure than it has always boon.

May 9,19

No, Christianity is not in peril, being quite dead, 
needs is decent burial.

AH»

Dr. Aked is astray on another point. “  The reallyc 
cated man,”  he declares, “ knows that the Bible is a 
book than ever it was, and more valuable.”  Accord^o 
this oracle, “ the really educated man ” is at once a H>g 
Critic and a believer in the Divine inspiration of the F 
In other words, no one has a right to be regarded^ 
“ really educated man ”  unless he agrees with Dr. 
which is unadulterated nonsense. All we can say is,
“  really educated man ”  could never utter such '"irn0
twaddle as this parson of millionaires so frequently W'dfllpfi

Tho Christian says that the real forces now face t®| 
in Turkey are Christ and Mohammed. After this brdj"  ̂
piece of sociological analysis it goes on to remark that 
reactionary forces are fanatical— and Mohammedan 4 
core. On the other hand, the young Turks have sb°W  ̂ -s. 
marvellous fashion how they have learned the truly_ 
tian lessons of toleration and self-command.”  It add® ¡j. 
“ the grand inspiring force in the Western world 19 ; 
tianity.” On the score of impudence this express'0̂ ]) 
opinion leaves little to be desired. Tho manner in 1 j 
Mohammedanism is identified with bigoted fanaticis®' , 
- ........................................  - • char®1"”tolerance, isChristianity with enlightened ________ ,
Historically, Mohammedanism has shown itself a fat | 
tolerant creed than has Christianity, and, other 
equal, is so still. What tho young Turks really 0 .yi 
Christian Europe is the series of political machination^^ 
for years kept them from setting their own house lD .fjiJ 
and which only the other day struck a heavy and co ^ 
blow at their newly established reforms. And with  ̂j 
full of revelations about sweating, the constant °r? j,|li 
unemployed, and the Dreadnought fever, in all Pr0 ¡¡,¡1 
the young Turks will decide that tho less they ha 
with tho “  grand inspiring force ”  of the Western wor 1 
better.

Rev. R. J. Campbell, spoaking 
Socialism implied Atheism. We are

deni«3 J
___________ D-  g 40 Jtfij

that. It is off our beat. But when the reverend geD ̂  
went on to say, “  There are no Athoists ; there never 
ho was talking nonsonso, and insolent nonsenso to0v, [jp»1 
are millions of Atheists in Europe, and thousands in ^  ® > 
There are some even in Wigan. Charles Bradlaug p  
declared Atheist, and ho was a greater man 4 
Campbell will ever be. ____  ,

Is it not time that Mr. Campbell talkod loss an ¡ft1 
more. Ho will be as empty as a squeezed oranfe 
doesn’t mind—and as dry.

f Atbe''ljHow fond preachers are of tacking on thonamoo^

at Wigan, 
not going

to everything that seems objoctionablo 1 It *s -f' ¡g in 
that is at least as old as Christianity, and as i* 
swing one may assume that it pays, and as it Pa/ jjiiC*j 
also assume that it will be continued- Here, for 1“ ,Here, for iD̂ - j  | 
Mr. R. J. Campbell, who tolls us that tho teac_^ ^  
some criminals are irreclaimable, and that s°cl fact‘C|| 
treat him as a degenerate, is “  an expression 0
Atheism.”  Why Atheism, ono is at a loss to po^^jiil M 
it is a fact, it is no moro Atheistic than The«® ^
Mr. Campbell means that facing facts natural y , t 
Atheism. And if it not a fact, well, it is an errot^ fady 
the matter ends. Besidos, as a matter of hist°r' . ¡̂¡0  ̂
teaching that all men, not meroly tho criminal, a po« 
ably degraded beings, bolongs to Christian! y 
Atheism. ; t

to.Mr. Campboll has a word of explanation ns 
.jinks that some criminals aro not incurable, 
that he has nover roally troubled to think thouuvua luatijr uiuuuiou u\j uuiu<* - ,,,
He tells us “  thero is no hard and fast lino bet'vCxCclle,lC/  
upright character and tho most dogradod ; tho 
ono and the depravity of tho othor aro noithor p .g t 
ploto, but only a quostion of dogroo.”  But tin® ftll ^  
ment that no ono denies; and this doos not a ifOjy
with tho problom of tho incumbió criminal.
characters has some redeeming featuros, . ^0 r i  
also noints nut : hut this nernin ilnnu not toUc . ; Cpalso points o u t ; but this, again, doos not kU“grt»F 
Tho real problem is this. Somo porsons have ¡( v j_ 1___ l   ii.-i %-vinkO rteristics of an anti-social character that niako ■- „p. 
largo a danger to others. Along with 4“ °® 
qualities thoy may havo certain good qualit'j^jiy
man with an homicidal tendency may ho Pe 
or tho habitual burglar fond of childron. 1 v. „ 
tho good is not denied; it is tho mauifostat1̂ ^  
that raises tho problem. Now in somo cas09i.0 tri* j » 
in all probability— it is possiblo by adoqua cn3° 
correct thoso criminal tcudoucios. Iu
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Ply not possible ; and all who have studied the question 
ot T? U-^°n I* Is not, we repeat a question of Atheism
Ijji., hBism; it ig a question of fact; and the only responsi­
ve f  k°th Atheist and Theist is to have courage to face 
that *4 .8' '^rl<I I°r Mr. Campbell’s benefit we may point out 
Han V ?  * Practlcal ” Atheists who first taught Chris- 
atl(j Oi * * * S ™e necessity of dealing with the criminal in a humane 
°Q +u?ler|tjfio manner. The instruction of Christian Europe 
Ve fi1S I10' “ 4 dates back to Helvetius, Beccaria, and Voltaire; 
- rst two of whom were Atheists, and the third a Deist, 

a Deism of a most attenuated character. FreethinkersWith
catried7 011 the work, and only within recent years haveChri f- lue wora> ancl only withi 

8 lans awakened to its importance.

holes they escape through. Take this instance. They have 
long been used to shout that they must be right on account 
of their numbers, while the “  infidels ”  must be wrong 
because they are “  only a handful.”  But now they are losing 
in point of numbers, losing heavily, and losing every year, 
they are beginning to assume a very different attitude. 
Their new cry is, “  Numbers are nothing.”  At the recent 
Spring Assembly of the Baptist Union, Dr. Campbell Morgan 
exclaimed : “  There is a fallacy of numbers, and I  wish we 
could get rid of statistics for twelve months.”  No doubt 1 
The reverend gentleman rather blasphemously added, “ It 
would give Jesus Christ a chance.”  Has it come to this ? 
Poor Jesus Christ!

Hon of ° 4 London has given to the world an explana-
*nd it • 0 d®arth of clergymon in the Church of England,
Vere -18 I 0**6 worthy— of the Bishop of London. He says 
¡8 sar^t10 read dear4H ° 4 men because “  If God calls any he 
Wandr. ■ cad enough,” and he says there were thousands 
it. jj about who have been called, but are unaware of
" povert £Ur̂ er 8u8§es4s that steps should bo taken so that 
class b /  sh*outd not bo a bar to any young man, in any 
a®airs *° resPon<L " Now here is a pretty state of
" thouL T ' ?  *8 oaN'og men to become parsons, and 
doesn't ii ,°* ^ em  not hearing, we presume because God 
Suggests Ctt l0? dly enougk. And so our astute Bishop 
ahtcactiv ^ the Pr°fession is made financially more 
case at n°' more People will hear the call of God than is the 
hy a sufr •8eD*i' Doubtless. If the “  call ”  is accompanied 
will be *y substantial salary, we havo no doubt there 

f in  rfn„ y oi responses. But then we can hardly all 
■*10,000 calls. Hence the difficulty.

**000, cost ^ ew4on Marshall magnifies Christ at a 
êQ8ation ' " enmbersome precepts of the Old Dis- 

^ 0ta,l Sran^ 6 there,”  He maintains, 11 to make the simple 
*  the Old ipUr. de8U8 shino the brighter.”  The morality 
d‘sgnstin ; eslatQent is at points so abominably low and 
“eae6t bv't!*1 ° rder that the moral teaching of the New may 
^ t  calnah,\COntra8t- This is to mako God guilty of the 
CotDposed on*3 4n d 'ng_in his dealings with mankind. A book 
aQd everlasf ■ 8U0 . an Iniquitous principle would be an infinite 
Qt ever anv*» r  lsSrace t0 any deity, and enough to damn 

y religion advocated therein.
^  ■ 1 ■

?**• Clifford? 0 ci'me’ Dr. Marshall exposes the absurdity of 
. et6ly as litP°  'rePeated claim that the Bible could be used 

G o v e r n nnder a secular system of education in 
devotiori » 1 8cHools. “  The Bible,” he says, “  is a book 

i „ D r .  Cliff. 0an He proporly used only as such. So 
°§ical, hyDQ . except when he is advocating his own 

rtical, and unjust notion of “ civic " education.
Acoo d' ——-

sta^.^hrisUanit» 6 ^ ev‘ ^ °^ ton  H. Marshall, “  the heaviest 
A: ^  ̂ Gver sustained was its Tmtrnnn.cra hv flnn.dit' 1!?0 tHe" GrpnTn1 8“ ®tained was its patronage by Con- 
apolCtloo and Sheer can t! It is cant in a doublelr?ieti?Q and Qual'i T ------•» m uuumo
alj: °8>se f0r *) . ’ ty- In the first place, modern Christians‘“ anon *ne imnerfppt,v„„ p . . . , : . . . ,  . _ ,,Pian̂ 00 w’ th thp ^P®rfec4ions of historic Christianity by its 
catl ifested by Cl,,-- t*6‘ - ^ “ t overy ono of the evil features 
oFs 0 8een iust 18tlamty after its alliance with the Stato 
Statp'.S0d form, i t 8?-0!1 as We meet with Christianity in any 
°He t *t Was alwn +i no*1 become intolerant becauso of the 
seco the most * la4’ an<I V made as intolerant as itself 
into,' All that ,,° erant governments tlio world has ever 
fro*, ^ t  in a _  10 ahianco did was to enable it to bo
Vattp„ 6 State thoroughgoing manner. It did not get 
¡ts6u Sl This mo t aPP®tito for quarrelling over doctrinal 
Wn„ It wag n n tV  Us ' n tH° pages of the Now TestamentOi . w«.8 not fl — ui xutsutvuiuui»
govpu^Htistianitv 0 Stato that corrupted Christianity, it 
^dtisK0114 the corruPtod the State. As a mere
^°0stw. tHan it ,°man Stato was infinitely worso as 
^aVe nQt>ne had nnt GVer ^cen as Lagan- And, secondly, if 
vety j 88uttied thn Patr°nisod Christianity would it evor 
8*,ea°uHtfoi,  ̂ °ntrolling power it did assume? It is 
^Wer n’t °ntrol in a Matter of fact, Christianity has nover 
^'thontf the State ^ o°nntry in the world without the 
intend ,,tCe' It U ^aa never maintained its position 
i Oiaini 9,4 they d n "° 5epeat' sheer cant for Christians to 

p 0toh ipê atlce of <|ilr.0 f°r the holp of tho State in
Sb ^ tl>8 counts *!r W o » .  There is not a Christian 

♦v y can ^6’ an<I thev n ,̂ 008 1104 rocoivo Stato support in
S  cet* 0̂4- What7 8 ° a roady 4o take as much more a« 
t^’8 arnn*0 lurches °1U0 them really complain about is 
PtlQcipi6 8cs their an„Me rccoiving more than thoir share.

°t4H talking abou't*1 ^ ^°°3 UOt *̂V°  ^‘r4H 4o auy
Chrjjene 0f tll -------

They af8t d'®9u'4 things in tho world to cornor
8 8llPPory as cols and don't caro what

Dr. Campbell Morgan’s address was on “  Watching for 
Souls.”  A capital title 1 It beautifully suggests the cat- 
and-mouse policy of clericals in relation to laymen— and 
children especially. Poor little innocent mice 1 What chance 
have they against the old black cats ?

The Rev. Harry Bisseker says that while “  our words may 
harm men, our prayers can never do them injury.”  Then 
we would advise the reverend gentleman to confine himself 
in future to prayers, and to work at them in private. He 
may then feel perfectly certain that the persons prayed 
for will receive no harm ; and this will also give the Lord, 
if he exists, a chance of doing them some good.

Amazing is the omniscience of the theologian. The 
following infallible declaration fell from his lips the other 
d a y : “  Jesus was God become man, not God walking the 
earth in human form.” But if the sentence means anything 
it means th is: Jesus was not God, but a man who had 
previously been God. When he became man he lost his 
former consciousness as God, and knew himself only as man. 
What absolute rubbish offered as highest sense to the per­
plexed mind 1 No wonder theology has lost all its charm for 
the people.

A mighty revival of spiritual religion is at the door. It is 
going to be greatest and most glorious awakening ever 
experienced. Meantime, the religious life is ebbing; the 
churches are becoming weaker and more worldly; intelli­
gent people are losing interest in the salvation of souls ; and 
tho pulpit thunders away unheeded. Such is the state of 
things, and such are the symptoms to-day ; but to-morrow—  
Hallelujah 1 Praise his name for ever 1 We are old enough 
to know how to take the vain prophecy now.

To a rocent issue of the British Congregationalist, the Rev. 
Ossian Davies contributes a column and a quarter of sheer 
nonsense about reading the Bible. He exhorts people to 
read it “  for the sake of its Divine Author. All other books 
are the words of men, but this book is the word of the 
living God.”  We are to read it also “  for the sake of its fine 
code of morality.”  As the volume contains several contra­
dictory codes one wonders which of them Mr. Davies means. 
Then we are to read “  the whole book, and not mere frag­
ments of it.”  When men of sense come across such ineffable 
twaddle, thoir feeling is one of inexpressible pity for the 
simple-minded readers who are the dupes of such mawkish 
writers. Mr. Davies writes as if he had never heard of the 
Higher Criticism.

A prominent sky-pilot says that “  even the most hardened 
hears the call of God when a follow mortal makes him feel 
that ho has soon his soul and that ho believes in it.”  Prob­
ably ; but what a tremendous problematic “  when ”  on which 
to build a case 1 All tho dupes of the parson are people 
trained from childhood to believe that they have “  souls,”  
and that their destiny is determined by their attitude to a 
personal deity. But, thanks to the growing spread of scien­
tific knowledge, such dupes are becoming fewer every year, 
as the latest statistics clearly show.

Tho Catholic Herald attributes the decline of Methodism 
to its having “  largely ceased to be a religion at all,” and 
become “  for all practical purposes a political body, devoting 
its influonco and funds to tho furtherance of certain political 
developments.”  There may bo some truth in that state­
ment ; but tho groat falling-off in Church membership and 
attendance which 1ms taken placo during tho last two or 
threo years, particularly in tho Baptist and Wesleyan bodies, 
is moro directly traceable to the steady decay of Christian 
belief among tho people generally. It is the spread of 
scientific knowledge and sano literary criticism that accounts 
for tho gradual decline of the Churcbos ; and from this dis­
integrating influence the Catholics are by no means immune.

Tho Rov. A. W. Hutton, of St. Mary-le-Bow, Cheapside, 
evidently thinks ho can still frighten intelligent people by
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thundering about death and the day of judgment. “  You 
may despise priests and scorn parsons,”  he says, “  but you 
cannot cheat death. You may mock at spiritual things while 
you liv e ; but when you come to die you will realise your 
mistake and repent too late.”  But this man of God forgets 
that those who do not believe in the spiritual do not fear 
death, and laugh good-naturedly at such childish appeals. 
Avarice is undoubtedly a great fault, but the remedy for it 
is not the threat of hell-fire, or the promise of heaven for 
renouncing it.

Rev. J. Morgan Jones, of Aberdare, writing in the Chris­
tian Commonwealth—a paper whose sub-editor calls us a fool 
for mentioning it—has a new way of dealing with Paul’s 
cock-a-doodle-do texts against women. This gentleman 
argues that Paul didn’t write them. Somebody else wrote 
them on the margin of the manuscript, and somebody else 
put them into a fresh copy of the text. Easy, isn't it ? In 
the course of time the Christians will clear out everything 
they don’t care to keep in the Bible ; they will also add what 
they think ought to be in i t ; and then they will have a new 
Bible altogether— which will be just as inspired as the old one.

Rev. Dr. Marshall, President of the Baptist Union, is an 
exceptionally magnanimous servant of the Lord. His 
charity extendeth even unto those wicked people who do 
not believe in the miracles of the Old Testament. In his 
address from the chair, he went so far as to allow that, if 
any Baptist ministers, 11 while heartily believing in the 
supernatural, are disposed to maintain that some of the 
extraordinary events of the Old Testament were never 
meant to be taken literally, but poetically, or allegorically, 
there is surely room for the exercise of Christian tolerance 
in such matters.” What unheard-of magnanimity 1 Of 
course, such ministers ought to be burned, as Servitus was 
burned by Calvin ; but the Baptist Union President thinks 
that, on the whole, they may be tolerated 1

In conversion the Holy Spirit enters a man's heart, 
kindles a fire in it, and then takes his departure. When he 
is gone, the man must guard the fire most carefully, or “  the 
cares of the world, the monotony of work, even the monotony 
of worship, will extinguish it.” Then why doesn't the Holy 
Ghost stay on and guard the fire himself, as Jesus said ho 
would ?

The Rev. F. J. Dymond is a Chinese missionary home on 
furlough, and he is said to havo helped a City Temple 
audience to “  realise the hunger for religion in China, and 
the effect produced on the people by the first hearing of the 
Gospel story.”  But Chinese and Japanese newspapers toll 
an entirely different tale, and we have the further testimony 
of the fact that, after so many missionaries have been 
working hard for so long a poriod, tho number of converts is 
ridiculously small.

A religions census has been taken by the workers in con­
nection with tho Dock-streot Men’s Bible Class at Monk- 
wearmouth, and tho result is reported in tho Sunderland 
Daily Echo of April 2G. A certain Bection of the Monk- 
wearmouth area has had a house-to-houso visitation, with a 
view to ascertaining how many of tho men who are house­
holders attend either church or chapel. It was found that 
154 were members of the Roman Catholic Church, and 546 
connected with other Churches. No less than 1 876 attend 
no place of worship at all. Such is tho hold of Christianity 
upon tho mon in that district. Yet wo daresay tho 700 
faithful subscribe something for tho conversion of the 
“  heathen "  in foreign parts.

Talking of converting tho “  heathen,”  a curious admission 
was mado by Chancellor Prescott, who presided at a recent 
meeting of the Church Missionary Society at Carlisle. He 
said that ho had been reading Bishop Tucker’s book on mis­
sionary work in Uganda, and was "  much struck with the 
fact that the work was much moro successful when an 
English company started operations in tho locality and when 
tho secular arm began to work.”  This is an old story. 
History shows that tho “  secular arm ”  decided tho religion 
of every country in Europo. Conversion was novor as potent 
as coercion.

Rev. J. Scott Lidgott has been colebrating tho triumphs of 
the Methodist Missionary Society. Even in Italy its agents 
have scored successes. A good number of Catholics, includ­
ing several priests, havo boon converted. Converted from 
what l Christianity. Converted to what ? Christianity. 
Would anybody but a Methodist preacher regard this as a 
great gain ?

There appears to have been what Gibbon would call 1 ® 
large consumption of missionaries ” during the massacres 
the Adana district. It is reported that a hundred were bur“ 
in a church. We congratulate them on their promotion * 
heaven.

Mrs. Fawcett is a pious lady. It was natural that she 
should make much of the fact that the Women Suffr®8 
delegates were invited to go to St. Paul’s Cathedral on So“ 
day afternoon and hear a man preach. But why did s 
point out that “  this was the first time the Suffrage m°v.e, 
ment had been recognised by tho Church ”  ? This coo  ̂
hardly have been a compliment to the Church, from
point of view of her hearers. Besides, if the women clini
to the Church, after all the warnings of history, the T° 
won’t do them much good, even if they get it. After alb “ 
value of a vote really depends on the voter.

Mrs. Pethick Lawrence says she was in Holloway Ga°* ^ 
one of “  Christ's messengers.”  We always knew he ^ 
fond of the ladies, but we do not read that he included 
of them amongst the twelve “  messengers ”  he sent °̂r ,,:ck 
the world. He would have had to include one if Mrs. PetB 
Lawrence had been in the place of “ Mary.”

“ J. B.”  of the Christian World has made the di8C°verJ 
that “  Shakespeare is full of theology.” ~ 
passages like Falstaff’s “  divinity inO J  a g Tift
1 J. B.”  says that the fact that men can laugh is

Does he relet ^ 
odd number^,

that God is good.”  Is it ? Nine-tenths of all tho l»°8j 
in the world is at somebody’s expense. Those who 
the laugh may feel tho goodness of God. Those wb° 
the laugh against them don’t feel the goodness of G°d * 
so intensely.

to leDr. W. J. Dawson says that “  God meant man ^jt 
happy.”  The reverend gentleman may be right, but1 
case God hasn't been very successful in realising his 
tion.

We read in a religious weekly that “  the movenicn y. 
theological freedom ”  is showing itself amongst the I ^  
terians at Cape Colony. “  Theological freedom " 18 jjs 9 
phrase. It really means religious unbeliof—but it il 
lot better. If you claim “  freedom ”  against any regpect 
must be to differ from him. And it is tho same with 
to a Creed or a Church.

.̂ tie'.li
At the Albert Hall celebration of General Booth’s ,eIj” v0#  

birthday tho Salvationists sang tho late Mrs. Booth 8 
hym n:—

I’m but a strangor here,
Heaven is my home ;

Earth is a desert droar,
Heaven is my home.”

Tho poetry isn’t much, but the meaning is c!ca-rn’ 
moves ns to say that if tho people whoso homo is 1 ^ 
would only go home, the world might bo moro useiu 
who are not “  strangers ”  in it.

Many

»o'id'*

“  Providence ”  has been active in Portugal, 
were killed, and more wounded, not to mention ^  
by earthquakes which have dono groat damage 10 \
vente and Samorra districts. Tho Tagus over is \ 
banks at Sautarom, and tho Church of vaQ0d >s j,, 
damaged that it will havo to be demolished.  ̂ ^  o* 
respecter of persons—nor of buildings— not oven

the 1

So
“  God will forgive mo for what I am going to do- ^  ^

Miss Rose Budd, tho nurso who committed 8U‘cU;i1(i to 
ford. Not an Athoist, evidently ; though shooug fjfi 
been, according to tho philosophy of Talmage, T °r

------  Id K j ’f
John Armitage, who killod that littlo fivo-yea*?of 

Bishop Auckland, laid a I’ rayor Book on tho 
dead body, upon a looso loaf of which was a ^ eto *' 
boy in tho attitudo of prayer. What a hubbu .̂  
havo been if tho murdoror had placed tho Freet t 
Age o f  Reason on his victim's breast.

otl

ANGELOLOGY. 
First Youngster— " I'vo got a now 

eorno from heaven last night.”
Second Youngster— “ That's nothin’ ;

fb»1'
baby br0

baby
V?

my
wont to heaven yosterday." t jfi

First Youogstor (Reflectively)—"  Poto, I 0
tb« 1

kid.”
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements

Sunday, May 9, New Public Hall, Aberdare ; at 2.30, “ The 
ot*l Failure of Christianity” ; at G.15, “ God and Humanity.”

To Correspondents.

President's H onorarium F und 
fsviously s
;'W1 Madden, £ 1 ; “ ABachda’ Felley,”  2s. Gd. ; W. Murray,

Pr .®8IDBNt ’s H onorarium F und : Annual Subscriptions.— 
P• acSnowledged, £186 12s. Gd. Received since.—
2g . ttj +*> *■ » xx ivatuua x eno y ,

, ’ W. H. Deakin, £3 ; “  Stamps,”  £1.
but one motive. Chris 
respectable,” appeals to

‘̂ .Heaton.—Freetbouglit appeals to l 
Isnity, being rich, powerful, and “ - -  _
^ a y -a n d  most of them selfish. Whoever gives to Free- 
{^agbt gives from pure disinterestedness. How much would 
Christianity get if it were reduced to that ?

8l Hicks.—The best gift “  Fate ” can bestow upon ns is the 
"visible success of the cause. Thanks

Wob Pbimsosk.—Pleased you think you owe us a debt for many 
years’ pleasant reading and enlightenment.

• Palphriyman.—Glad to hear of “ the jo y ” you have 
isceived from reading the Freethinker."

” • Croiuck— We hope you may have better news to send.
• < W - T h e  “ best”  lecture depends a good deal on the 
' ‘gbtTui >. Glad you and your fami'y thoUght aU f°Ur d6’

writes: “ Your paper gives me one of my pleasantest 
„ „ “ hours in the week. Your work and your character are 

carv'n8 for you a niche in history in proximity to such 
g'ants as Voltaire, Paine, Ingersoll, and Bradlaugh. The 

aise is too high, but we hope to earn some of it.
• W a  writes: “ I have read the Freethinker from cover to 

ôr *or the last three years, and, as I said when acknowledg- 
8 your gratuitous copies, I can only regret it didn’t fall into 

thL many years ago.”  This correspondent is informed 
 ̂ „  ***• Foote hopes to go West later on in th 

. .  Hx*. Thanks for your letter and trouble, 
aft«CLI'*R-—'We note that you are reading this journal again,
tv r„a Iwo years’ absence in France, and “  like it better than . 8r> Sr»-.-..

is no in. a . «•London w ould help to estab “'•gfit to be, and the Executive in London ' '

18b one if the local “  saints ”  would cofi P M Footo in “  each 
'v-Mcrrkv— Glad you were pleased to find Your hope

tk ? ^ 'd {orm ” ftt the 8t" Jam6S 9 Hrn11 the same fine hall is ‘^ t  further lectures may be given m the samSoared by many.

• 3« binson.—Bee paragraph- Thanks. r< who “  i®
‘ .3. Barrand.—Our compliments to y „ \y0 noto that

igbty years of age and enjoys the Freet ’J" “  'advertisement in »Iso first learnt of the paper through an adveri «ej/noMi’ . ----------------- -the -■*’me edit« iuur suggestion, we presume, is that portraits of 
Colimns £}embe.r® of the staff, etc., should appear in our 
twenty v ” e Pr'nted a number of such portraits nearly
and wr year® a8o. fmt a new generation has arisen since then, may do it all ov«rH. J. u 1N'“ ‘‘ y 00 a11 over again.
Rnd then^T'uf'““ "  But the Freethinker will be here to-morrow, 
> b i ea. a:u, ..be flippy.” So you say amidst your bodily 

is r\n*\l  ̂*8 a handsome compliment. We really believe 
Readers. ° ^ er paper in England that has so many devoted’»Oqd n

you* *» Pleased to hear that “  young Itosetti ”
lriaf a splendid discourse n on Christianity beforeKristi

» • C
to°̂ M r̂̂ man* subscribes to Shilling Month in 

8nk„ ? the Av.rj , . °ote *or the weekly intellectual treat in 
Apr 9°rd)er.”  ‘  ,,n êr kindly passed on to him by a

lituN’Tic*__Th"
1ndRp'1.Ilder the \°^nal C08ts a halfpenny by post, being a 
cutti that weiekf rOU” cea- Registration is no advantage 
feart- ga H’otild lb, , is difficult to say beforehand what 
îRg&j nj ° Ut “  A cid 'ijj111' ,,^ e must leave readers to judge by

!?Peal, Rr,.iS0N‘ -^Rieethought makesind cannnfl'601bought makes a purely intellectual
of ti^ethat promiae great m ?a.tch ”  aS r-apidl£ a8, move' aw breat material advantages in a brief space

Ä t e h - o u d.. -....a  to b.ve joar , WBbeenip-PShtI.1' '  o  to fT j ' 8heB aa well as your own. It wives with theid  so many Freethinkers associatini.' i  subscribing.
■ Ï18HÏR, 
thought "

ig.
'There

1 associating their wives with thorn

have your sympathy; but 
in any fight—certainly not in

s°1rcR1 ^8.8 madp1Sn,r°0m *or Pfide in reflecting that Froe- 
Mr 8t 16 grandest fight on the slenderest re-

Wo St> Mrs o
thi a!;e i°t buui^S°N,— Pleased to 

' °1«. U t0 “  lose heart 
_

t-..1ltnhl<iUraelf. w La\Waya Plousant to hoar from old readers, 
“ • p lave taken this journal from its first

5leaSUPR8lTT0» .-P lR . ,
instruef9ed, t'lat y°u and your wife “ derive 

ion from reading the Freethinker."

G. F aulkner.—We noted your good wish with the subscription.
G. B. M otfatt.—Ingersoll never wrote in the Nineteenth Century 

or any other English magazine. Yon must be thinking of 
Huxley. Ingersoll replied to the Eev. Dr. Field in an 
American magazine, and his reply was printed in pamphlet 
form at our own publishing office, the title being Faith and 
Fact, and the price 2d.

Jas. K ailton.—We note that yon first learnt of the Freethinker 
seven years ago through an advertisement in Reynolds’ , and 
have never missed a number since. We agree with you that 
the paper needs more advertising.

J ohn B land.—It is pleasant to hear from one who has read this 
journal from its first issue and doesn’ t know what he should 
do without it now.

R ank-and-F iler —Mr. Foote keeps fit for his work, which is the 
main thing, after all.

G. H. Southern.—Surely the opposition to Socialism is as politi­
cal as Socialism itself. We intend to hold the scales quite 
equally in the Freethinker. Our special object is one that 
persons of various shades of political and social opinion may 
agree upon.

J ohn W ilcot.—Orders for literature should not he sent to Mr. 
Foote. Doing that gives him trouble and causes the sender 
delay. Betters have often to he forwarded to him, sometimes 
a considerable distance. Your letter reached him at Liverpool.

J ohn Y oung says: “ I have taken and, after reading, passed on, 
the Freethinker since 1898, and shall not miss my weekly copy 
so long as my weekly income exceeds 2d. per week.”

F. E. H ascroft.—You are quite right. A shilling from some 
inoomes means more than pounds from others.

F. H. Chandler.—A touching letter, which makes us more reso­
lute than ever in our war against bigotry and superstition.

G. R. B.—You must always beware a little of Mr. A. E. Fletcher. 
He dislikes Atheism and Atheists, and is pretty sure to say 
something nasty, if he cm , about both. Swinburne never 
attacked Irish Nationalists, as such; he did denounce the 
houghing and other maiming of cattle, and nothing too strong 
could be said against that infamous practice.

J. K. suhsoribes to Shilling Month “ for untold benefits received.”
W. 0 . F oster and A. B arnett.—You are old readers and we are 

pleased with your appreciation.
T. S. E ales.—Such invitations to “ divine service” are too com­

mon for mnoh comment. Not so long ago the clergy kicked 
people into church ; now they coax them. A decided change— 
for the better.

J. D. says: “ I became converted to Freethought after hearing 
you lecture on ‘ The Beautiful Land Above ’ at Stanley Hall 
some three years ago. I went to London from Yorkshire for 
the week end specially to hear you, and I never regretted 
doing so.”  This correspondent has bought and distributed a 
good deal of Freethought literature.

H. M. R eid says : “ I have been a reader of the Freethinker for a 
good many years ; and when I return to London on Friday 
nights, the first thing I do after my general writing is to read 
your esteemed paper, which I thoroughly enjoy.”

J ackdaw.—Your view is the one we have always held. The 
really great work—the only sound and good work, in the long 
run—is promoting mental liberty and freeing people’s minds 
from superstition, with its twin curse of priestcraft. We quite 
agree with all you say about vastly important questions that 
aro tabooed by the Christian conspiracy of silence. We have 
our own ideas on many subjects, bat we devote oar energies to 
one task.

G. Sanderson.—There is no presumption on your part whatever. 
You Btate the plain truth in saying that “  all schemes of social 
salvation will topple sooner or later unless built an the sure 
foundation of mental freedom.” Our propaganda is slow hut 
sure. Glad you have read this journal for two years “  with 
keenest delight.”

A. H. H allewell.—Thanks for your efforts to promote our 
circulation. Shall be pleased to see you at Aberdare.

Two T iverton I nfidels.—Glad this journal is “  a constant source 
of help and edifying enjoyment”  to you. You seem to have 
some fine fossil preachers your way.

G. B erry.—Glad to have your letter. Boo paragraph.
W. P. Ball.—Many thanks for useful cuttings.
T he S tbeatiiam N ewsaoency, High-road, Streatham, supplies the 

Freethinker and other Secular literature. Clerical objections 
have been made to this, but the proprietor wants business, and 
does not want a censorship—and hi3 sale of this journal is 
increasing.

L. and S. M atthews.—Glad to have your w ife’ s good wishes with 
your own.

G. W alker.— P leased to hear you take this journal down the pit 
with you and introduce it to fresh readers.

Two R hondda F reethinkers.— Shall he happy to see you a 
Abordarc.

L itters for the Editor of the Freethinker shonld be addressed 
to 2 Newoastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

L roturi N otices must reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon- 
streot, E.O., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be 
inserted.

O rders for literature should be sent to the Manager of the 
Pioneer Pross, 2 Newoastle-stroet, Farringdon-street, E.C., 
and not to the Editor.

The Freethinker will bo forwarded direot from the pnblishing 
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:—One year, 
10s. 6d .; half year, Cs. 3d. ; threo months, 2s, 8d.
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Sugar Plums.
— * —

Mr. Foote delivers two lectures to-day (May 9) in the 
New Public Hall, Aberdare ; in the afternoon at 2.30 and in 
the evening at 6.15. There promises to be a very large 
number of Freethinkers attending the lectures from all parts 
of South Wales. Mr. Foote’s first lectures at Aberdare, just 
twelve months ago, appear to have made a profound im­
pression on his Welsh audiences.

The dinner given by the reorganised Liverpool Branch in 
honor of the N. S. S. President, on Saturday evening, May 1, 
was a great success. The only drawback was the unfor­
tunate absence of Mr. F. Bonte through indisposition. 
Amongst the visitors from a distance were Mr. and Mrs. F. 
Smallman, who were found seats on Mr. Foote’s right. Mr. 
J. Hammond, tho Branch president, occupied the chair, and 
discharged his duties with the ability and amiability that 
might be expected of him. The N. S. S., the Liverpool 
Branch, and “  Our Guest ”  were toasted, in bright speeches 
by Mr. John Boss, Mr. L. Small, Mr. H. P. Ward, Mr. G. 
Boleffs, and the Chairman. Mr. Foote’s health was drunk 
“  with honors ”  in a scene of great enthusiasm, and his 
speech in response wa3 very warmly applauded. The rest 
of the evening was devoted to what the reporters call 
“  harmony.”  We are bound to say, quite seriously, that the 
company showed a remarkable amount of talent in musical 
entertainment. The guest of the evening was most agreeably 
surprised.

Sunday’s meetings in the Alexandra Hall were also all 
that could be desired— in spite of the police restrictions on 
the financial side of the admission, which are obviously 
meant to be obstructive. The hall was crowded to suffoca­
tion in the evening, the lecturer having only about two square 
feet of space to stand on, and several persons being turned 
away in consequence of the “  full up ”  announcement. Both 
of Mr. Foote’s lectures were greatly relished, and a running 
fire of laughter and cheers was kept up by the audience 
from beginning to end. Mr. Hammond presided on both 
occasions. A pleasant feature of the proceedings was tho 
fine rendering of good songs by two lady members.

Mr. Foote joined Mr. Hammond in begging tho Liverpool 
Freethinkers to sink all past differences and unite loyally 
round the old N. S. S. flag in peace, amity, and effectiveness. 
An intense desire in this direction is felt by all the nearly 
seventy members who are already enrolled. We are per­
fectly certain that the desire is absolutely sincere. We 
therefore appeal without hesitation to all who have not yet 
come in to do so without further delay. It would gratify us 
very much to find tho Liverpool Branch a hundred strong 
by Whit-Sunday.

May 8 is tho last day for receiving notices of motion for 
the National Secular Society’s Conference Agenda, which, 
according to custom, will be printed in the Freethinker dated 
May 16— a clear fortnight before tho Conference.

Tho business sessions of tho N. S. S. Conference, morning 
and afternoon, will bo held in tho Alexandra Hall. Tho 
evening public meeting will take placo at tho Tivoli Theatre, 
in Lime-street, tho very centro of Liverpool. Mr. Foote 
will occupy tho chair, and Messrs. Cohen and Lloyd will bo 
on the list of speakers. Other names will be announced 
in our next issue.

Preparations aro boing mado for tho usual delegates’ and 
visitors’ luncheon after the morning session of the Con­
ference, and for a general excursion to beautiful Welsh 
scenery on Whit-Monday.

It is dcsirablo that Mr. Joseph Bates should visit the 
larger towns within reasonable distanco of Boston. Free­
thinkers in Hull, Grimsby, and Nottingham aro therefore 
invited to send their addressos to Miss G. M. Vance, the 
N. S. S. general secretary, at 2 Newcastle-street, London, 
E.C., with a view to seeing what can bo done in this direction.

London Freethinkers should all bo resolving to attend the 
Paine Centenary Celebration at St. James’s Hall on Tuesday 
evening, Juno 8—tho hundredth anniversary of Thomas 
Paine's death. Another celebration of tho kind isn't likely 
to occur in the lifetime of any of them. It is this year or 
never. If they let the chance slip, they will always regret 
it. We must let England see that Thomas Paine is not 
forgotten— far from it. Of courso the Celebration will be 
advertised, so that all admirers of Thomas Paine may know 
of it, but it is Freethinkers that must bo relied on to furnish 
the bulk of the meeting.

The Paine Centenary Celebration is being organised jjf 
the National Secular Society, but it will be made asCatb^ 
as possible, and the speakers’ platform will represent * 
shades of sympathetic opinion. Mr. Foote, Mr. Cohen, 
Mr. Lloyd are N. S. S. men. The following outside spea '̂ 
have already promised to attend :— Mrs. Bradlaugh-B000®1 
Mr. George Greenwood, M.P., Mr. Herbert Burrows, and31' 
Harry Snell. Other names may be added in further announ£ 
ments.

We were glad to see a sympathetic article on Tb0?,** 
line in tho last Sunday Chronicle, from the pen o f1 ' 

William Purvis. It was not all that could be desired, t>u .
was very good for a beginning. “  Paine,” the writer say9 
one passage, “  may have been a forerunner of Holy08̂  
Bradlaugh, and Foote; but he was a vast deal more.  ̂
was a statesman-philosopher of the first order.” Tb0 
statement is perfectly true. The first is unnecess 
Nobody suggests that Paine was a forerunner of any0 \  
He did his own great work, and in achievement s® j 
alone ; while being, of course, within the historic move 1 
which his genius and character did so much to P*0.?^ . 
On another point we may make a slight correction. 
once was made to the meeting in honor of Paine be 
South Place Institute last Sunday, as though it . ^  
organised by the same “ Freethinkers ” who are organ  ̂
the St. James's Hall Centenary Celebration on J0U ^  
Mr. C. Cohen, “  a well-known Hebrew member 01 ^  
National Secular Society,”  was indoed one of the sp08̂  
on Sunday, but ho was not representing the N. S. S. j 
South Place Ethical Society is an entirely separat0̂ ^. 
independent body, and is like some other Ethical So0 ^  
in one thing,— it rather affects to look down nP°utfete 
N. S. S., although it is perfectly obvious that if Pa'ne 0 )e 
writing his Aye o f Reason now he would find ¡siJl 
encouragement from any of the “  advanced ”  peopl0 01 
the N. S. S. ____

We read some months ago that Ethicists and Bat‘.0°aa03 
were going to organise somo function in honor of 1 41 ' j
to invite tho co-operation of tho N. S. S. Tho 1Ilvl"“fei' 
never camo—yet we trust the N. S. S. will survive f̂1.0 s8fcfi 
sight. After waiting to see what would happen, fi>r 1 ^ 
of Paine's memory, and seeing that nothing happe“ 0^e9'i 
N. S. S. at last decided to organise tho meetiDgatSt. ¡̂ e, 
Hall, and to make the meeting as representative as
as far as the platform was concerned. Speakors 
to other bodies than tho N. S. S. have boon invitod. 
was no timo left to do more.

d
rfliet®

Tho following is an extract from a Capo Colony r08̂ !  
letter; “ Since my first introduction to your pap°r’ ¡{cd, 
three years ago, mail day has always been eagerly 8'r 
for the ‘ opponent of bigotry and suporstition ’ to ap 
Allow mo to congratulate you on the ability and ton0 01 

tides, and to oxpross a hope that y00
- - with it-Freethinker articles, 

long continue your arduous work in connection
------  t l0ttet

Our veteran friend, Mr. J. W. de Caux, in his Int0®^ yefl 
us, says: “ I enjoyed your articles on Swinbu flto

much yef•/“"'* "■ J ~ — * rV
I think, as tho years roll on, that you f

Freethinker in every respect. But bo caroful no 
work yourself." We know tho compliment and the 
aro both sincere.

A t0“
ii j am

Freethinker has been brought to my notico. Urn1 
sent mo a copy, I did not know that such a Pa?onefit 
I now peruse it constantly, and dorivo much 0,0 jjelp0 
satisfaction therefrom.”  Wo thank tho friond "  0r , i

- „ a  * » ; * $ . * $

A Cheltenham correspondent wrltos :

to “  save a soul ” in this caso 
thousands, would follow his oxamplo How g0
be, how easy in mind, how free from worries, bow uj ' 
ready for work, if ovory ono of our readers could 6 
fresh reader during 1909 1

----  • a, 011
Tho Scottish Trado Union Congress at 

Thursday, April 29, adopted by 51 votos to 18 a  r  ‘ ¡g, 00 
in favor of Secular Education in all State-aided son ^  
instructed its Parliamentary Committee to takostep 
that principle incorporated in auy futuro Act. .

------  iff'
Tho New York Truthseeker is now under the 

of Mr. George Macdonald, the only brother of th e»*  „a*'  
whose death occurred so recently. Tho paper c°l , *wi,i 
in better hands. During tbo twolvo month* 0 
Macdonald’s fight against consumption, tho bm 
work rested upon “  brotlior Goorge'a ’ ’ should0 1 j,»K,

. nntent*

burd00 >

^uently there in no great change iu the conten 0 
Mr. Georgo Macdonald is a thoroughly loy^ g^iit 
haad is scrowed on quito firmly, and lie ha» * 
a pretty humor. We wish him ovory succoss.
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Blood and Fire.

“ The fruits of Christianity were religious wars, butcheries, 
crusades, inquisitions, extermination of the natives in 
America, and the introduction of African slaves in their 
place ; and among the ancients there is nothing analogous to 
tms, nothing that can be compared with it.”—Schopenhauer, 
Aelifliou and Other Essays, 1899 ; p. 39.

‘ I come not to send peace hut a sword and such that 
great Protestant reformer, Martin Luther, hoped it would 
ever continue when he exclaimed—‘ If in case, as God forbid, 
cere should be rest and quietness, then the Gospel is at an 

cod, for wherever that cometli it raiseth up tumults ; and if 
°t, then it is no upright Gospel. Therefore Christ says, “ I 
°®e to kindle a fire on earth.” ’ ”—E. P. Meredith, The 
r°p£ etof  Eazareth, 1864; p. 579.

That which you keep in your hearts, my brothers, is the 
nder remnant of a system which has made its red mark

l ” t 13t°ry’ an  ̂ lives to threaten mankind...... Take heed
81 you have given soil and shelter to the seed of that awful 

which has destroyed two civilisations, and but barely 
liv ■ • Ŝay such promise of good as is now struggling to

among m en .” — Professor Clifford, Lectures and, Essays,1886 j p. 179.
T alking down the street the other day, our ears 
7®re assaulted by a thunderous Boom, boom, boom, 
flowed by the raucous blare of brass instruments; 
t“en a band, followed by a few stragglers, filed out 
of a side street, led by a man bearing a banner with 
a strange device, “ Blood and Fire.” It was a con- 
pigent of the Salvation Army. As wo gazed on the 
inscription thus publicly paraded, we thought that 
lche greatest enemy of Christianity could not have 
e acted a more fitting motto for that religion.
Blood and Fire. Yes, that has been the means by 

^hich this pretended religion of peace and love was 
Propagated for over a thousand years. It is by 
Ao°d and fire that we mark the progress of Chris- 

ruty through the centuries. Christianity first 
sim-ioL- itself as a religion of love; its mis-

tian8 argue that their religion must

•m ready to suffer all sionaries are meek and nu > they have esta -
things for the sake of Christ,„Uqnfficiontly powerfu ,
fished themselves and becom bear the gosp
then let those look out who re ,

love ; it is their turn to suffer then.

When Christ eat  success it has
oe inspired to account for the g knowledge of 
achieved in converting nations them know

the truth as it is in Christ, , conversions 
Anything of the means by ^Jnc rofigion became 
^ere brought about. Dire°^ y  -nnman Empire under 
>  established religion of the B  v.ere6y and nn- 
Bonstantine, it began to persec m1oerea only a
^ofief; and when the Christian -Empire» and
twentieth part of the subjects of one , cbris.
fie great mass of the population w °temples of

tianity Was forced on the people ana M oshiem,
6 Pagau gods condemned to des ri . wben ho 

fie ecclesiastical historian, pats it

Sa‘i8 ‘,-~  • f^rinsof Conatan“ There is no doubt but that the victor i ^  doBiro
tine the Great, tbo fear of punishment, ^  impenal 
o£ pleasing this mighty conquero tbat moved
successors, were tbo weighty argu onB to embraco whole nations, as well as particular 1 
Christianity.’’* , became

inn Increasing power the new ‘‘  century 
pleasingly intolerant, until by the

fiUQte the words of Dean hlilman \most become
“ Anathema instead of benediction ha a ,. -oUfl wars,

‘fie general language of tho Church. »  ”omed now
At least rare in tho Pagan stato of 60C a causo
a new and perpetual source of human 1 And a siav. -

-ass raro in tho Pag miscry—a ca''? °
a new and perpetual source of hu aud so ofAnd a sign of tho weakness and 1 
inevitable dissolution, of the B w "C h ari r— . the Roman K*V**r '  . tb c__ou.uvion, of tuo bero 01 , ll

-narlemagne, the great Chris ^  in tbo m ^
fibddle Ages, propagated fir0 a»A s * 0 ‘hoald
eutury, among the Saxons v. tb0 Gospel ^ e

fieeteed that those who reyecte tQ convo {ol)
fi° Pht to death. Tho first attemp^  nnsncoes QV 
euuquGied Saxons, says Moahiom, o i violent
ecause it  was made without > , by fibo ^

fibreats”;  but th is being roctihe lsb m o n ^  
_J)̂ B of reward, by tbo terror -------

Moshiem, Ecclc«io«tical HUtory, vol. i., P4 1 Oilman, History of Latin CkrHW»»*»’

by the imperious language of victory, they suffered 
themselves to be baptised, though with inward reluc­
tance, by the missionaries which the emperor sent 
among them for that purpose.” * The same his­
torian also tells ns of the Huns of Pannonia “ whom 
Charlemagne had converted to the faith, when ex­
hausted and dejected by various defeats, they were 
no longer able to make head against his victorious 
arms, and chose rather to be Christians than slaves ” 
(p. 170). Far from condemning this application of 
Blood and Fire to the conversion of the heathen, 
says Moshiem—

“  Succeeding generations, filled with a grateful sense 
of the famous exploits which Charlemagne had per­
formed in the service of Christianity, canonised his 
memory, and turned this bloody warrior into an eminent 
saint.” f

It is only when these methods are used against 
Christianity that Christians begin to appreciate the 
iniquity of the proceeding.

The bloodshed must have been enormous. “ As 
the wars lasted thirty-three years, the number of 
the slain must he left to imagination.” !

In Poland, during the tenth century, the ruler, 
Micislaus, Duke of Poland, was converted to Chris­
tianity by his w ife; upon which Pope John X III. 
sent a numerous train of ecclesiastics to second their 
efforts at converting their subjects.

“ But,”  says Moshiem, “  the exhortations and endeavors 
of these devout missionaries, who were unacquainted 
with the language of the people they came to instruct, 
would have been entirely without effect had they not 
been accompanied with the edicts and penal laws, the 
promises and threats of Micislaus, which dejected the 
courage and conquered the obstinacy of the reluctant 
Poles.”

And he tells ns that “ The Christian religion was 
established in Russia by means every way similar to 
those that occasioned its propagation in Poland ” 
(vol. L, p. 897).

During the same century King Stephen of Hungary 
forced his subjects, by “ threatenings, rewards, and 
punishments,” to embrace Christianity. The Danes 
were forced to adopt the same religion by a treaty of 
peace whioh Otho imposed upon Herald in the year 
949;  and Swein, King of Sweden, defeating the 
Norwegians, “ obliged its inhabitants to abandon the 
gods of their ancestors, and to embrace universally 
tho religion of Jesns.” §

“ In the Scandinavian countries,” says J. M. 
Robertson, “ the founding of Christianity was a life- 
and-death struggle, lasting in all for some two hun­
dred and fifty years (820-107o)."j|

In the twelfth century the Pomeranians were 
converted by conquest. In the same century, says 
Moshiem—

Wnldomar I., King of Denmark, who acquired an 
immortal namo by tho battles ho fought against tho 
Pagan nations, such as tho Sclavonians, Venedi, Vandals,
and others.......wherever his arms were successful thero
ho pulled down tho temples and images of the gods, 
destroyed their altars, laid waste their sacred grovos, 
and substituted in their place tho Christian worship, 
which deserved to bo propagated by better means than 
the sword."‘ T

Tho inhabitants of the Island of Rugen were also 
Christianised by force, by the same conqueror. The 
Finlanders were commanded to embrace the Chris­
tianity of their conqueror, “ which the greater part 
of them did, though with tho greatest reluctance.” 

The conversion of the Livonians, we learn, was 
attended “ with horrible scenes of cruelty and blood­
shed." Albert, Canon of Bremen, became Bishop of 
Livonia, and entered Livonia, A.D. 1198, with a body 
of troops. Encamping at Riga, says Moshiem, he

“  instituted there, by direction of tho Roman pontiff, 
Innocent III., tho military order of tho Knights Sword- 
Bearors, who wore commissioned to dragoon tho Lovi-

* Moshiom, vol. i., p. 315. 
t Moshiem, vol. i., p. 317.
j J. M. Robertson, Short History of Christianity, p. 211. 
§ Moshiom, vol. i., pp. 398-399-400.
Il J. M. Kobortson, Short History of Christianity, p. 211. 
IT Moshiom, vol. i., p. 502.
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nians into the profession of Christianity, and to oblige 
them, by force of arms, to receive the benefits of 
baptism. New legions were sent from Germany to 
second the efforts and add efficacy to the mission 
of these booted apostles; and they, together with 
the Knights Sword-Bearers, so cruelly oppressed, 
slaughtered, and tormented this wretched people, that 
exhausted at length, and unable to stand any longer 
firm against tho arm of persecution, strengthened 
still by new accessions of power, they abandoned 
the statues of their Pagan deities, and substituted in 
their places the images of the saints. But while they 
received the blessings of the Gospel, they were, at the 
same time, deprived of all earthly comforts; for their 
lands and possessions were taken from them, with the 
most odious circumstances of cruelty and violence, and 
the knights and bishops divided the spoil.” *

Berthold, another of these military bishops, was 
slain, sword in hand, while conducting a crusade 
against the Pagans. Speaking of this crusade 
against Livonia, Courland, and Semagulia, Alberger,
in his Antiquity of Christianity, says :—

“  For a hundred years this war raged with unmiti­
gated ferocity. The heavier armament and greater 
military resources of the Sacred Sword-Bearers at 
length convinced the obstinate Pagan that resistance 
to the demands of the Pope and the Gospel would 
inevitably involve their nationality in extinction ; and 
listening to the counsels of prudence rather than of 
pride and patriotism, they consented to believe in Jesus 
and be baptised.”

Prussia was not Christianised until the thirteenth 
century, and then at the point of the sword. 
Alberger says:—

“  Prussia, invulnerable to the secret machinations of 
the Holy See, and undaunted by the ferocity of the 
military apostles of Christ, resisted the proffers of 
salvation and heaven with such resolute heroism, that 
it threw Pope Honorius into such a paroxysm of rage 
that he publicly called Christendom to arms to proselyte 
ly  military force  the obstinate Pagans. A calamitous 
war ensued. The Pagans determined to exhaust the 
resources of defence ; the Christians the means of sub­
jugation. Tho arts of destruction were mutually applied 
with consummate skill. Towns were swept from exist­
ence, communities were massacred, blood flowed in 
reeking torrents. Pagans accepted death rather than 
baptism. All the havoc and horrors of which war is 
pregnant were protracted in their most terrible forms 
for fifty-six years. The carnage of the fierce conflict 
was so enormous that, at length, it had so nearly 
depopulated the Prussian territory and exhausted the 
prospects of victory against tho armies and resources of 
united Christendom, they concluded to accept tho 
Gospel rather than total extinction.” !

The Church never hesitated to condemn whole 
nations to extermination if they refused to accept 
tho gospel of peace and love. For two hundred 
years tho soldiers of Christ hurled themselves against 
the infidel Mohammedans, at a cost of two millions 
of lives. They devastated, with every circumstance 
of merciless atrocity, the fertile and flourishing pro­
vince of Languedoc— the most cultured and civilised 
country in Europe, at that time— because the inhabi­
tants would not submit to ecclesiastical authority. 
And we must not forget that, if the Spanish Armada 
had succeeded, our country would have met with the 
same fate.

Motley, the historian of the Dutch Republic, tells 
ns that on February 10, 1568, “ a sentence of the 
Holy Office condemned all tho inhabitants of the 
Netherlands to death as heretics and he observes : 
“ Three millions of people— men, womon, and chil­
dren— were sentenced to the scaffold inthreo lines.’ ’ } 
Happily, the Church was unsuccessful in this blood­
thirsty enterprise, but considerably more than 50,000 
lives were sacrificed before tho Spaniards wore driven 
out of the Netherlands.

The Holy Inquisition burnt 81,000 at the stake, 
punished 290,000 more for heresy, and exiled the 
Moors from Spain “ with circumstances of horrible 
barbarity,” says tho historian Buckle; “ an act so

* Moshiem, vol. ¡., pp. 503-504.
+ Alberger, Antiquity of Christianity; cited by Ur. G. W. 

Brown, Researches in Oriental History, 1804 ; p. 314.
5 Rise of the Dutch Republic, vol. ii., p. 155.

atrocious in itself, and so terrible in its consequence8' 
that some writers have ascribed to it alone the sflD- 
sequent ruin of Spain.”*

In France, on the celebrated day of St. Bartbol0' 
mew, many thousands of heretics were murdere1 
without warning, in the attempt to extermina' 
heresy, at a single blow. Later on, the Revocation 
of the Edict of Nantes, and the Dragonnades—^  
whole troops of dissolute soldiers were let loose o 
the Protestants, and allowed to praotise the W08̂ 
revolting cruelties— drove half a million of the ®c8 
industrious inhabitants of France out of the country

In our own country, says the historian Froude,'
“  when His name had been preached for fifteen ee 
tnries there were none found who could tolerate 
ence of opinion on the operation of baptism, or on  ̂
nature of His presence in the Eucharist; none, »t 
least none but the hard-hearted children of the w® s 
The more religious any man was, the more eager 
he to put away by fire and sword all thoso whose 
victions differed from his own.” f

In the seventeenth century, missionaries 
dneed Christianity into Japan, persecuted the d 
dhists and intrigued against the government to ® 
an extent that the Emperor, in self-defence, P , 
hibited its teaching, and it wa3 suppressed at a c 
of 50,000 lives. ¡¡I

Lafcadio Hearn, the historian and interpret0 
Japan,says:—  a

“ This religion, for which thousands vaiuly  ̂ie êCa- 
brought to Japan nothing but evil: disorders, P01̂ ^  
tions, revolts, political troubles, and war. ‘ Even 
virtues of the people which had been evolved 0(
utterable cost for the protection and conservan  ̂
society,—their self-denial, their faith, thoir *c clH 
their constancy and courage—were by this blaoa 
distorted, diverted, and transformed into forces tu ed W
to tho destruction of that society....... birnply .l000
its results, the Jesuit effort to Christianise JaP.aILr of 
be regarded as a crime against humauity, a 1 aof 
devastation, a calamity comparable only,—by a» 
tho misery and destruction which it wrought'' 
earthquake, a tidal-wave, a volcanic eruption. +

Nor has this evil faith lost its power to d'lB30l° g0&i 
itself by fire and sword in our own time, a9 ^  
Rationalists seem to suppose. It is only boío0 
years since the great Taeping or Ti-pingr® fl0iy 
when, as Mr. A. J. Little truly observes, 3 
bond fide convert to Protestantism, certaim>^eS
when, as Mr. A. J. Little truly observes, "

) Protestantism, certi
devastated thirteen out of tho eighteen proy1*” . 
his endeavors to Christianise his fe llow -con 0 
a little more rapidly than tho m issionan 03 
doing.” § And Mr. A. Davenport, in his . [S t®8 
Within, considers that one hundred mill'0*?8 ¡jc®* 
low an estimate of the lives sacrificed by this l0.
disciple of Christ.c  ~ — ----------------------

And yet, in spite of all this monstrous 
and suffering, the missionaries are still out 
trying to introduce tho poison of Christian falt !je>- 
otirring the people up to murder pitch. 
ander Michie, a great authority on Chinese , 0t 
says that the missionaries are zealous in the "  eu- 
alienating the Chinese from their rulers, ejgt> 
couraging them to seek tho protection of 10 
p o w e r s r  ^

A revolution of the most vital naturo is ^C '̂l\ 
and is being pushed on with all the energy 'V!“.C 
tian—combined with ecclesiastical and PoUtl%i\\̂ e,' 
can throw into tho work. Villago is set aga»°!‘ ^  
clan agamst clan, family against family- aU „holJ
*“ ........................... ..  *>?„.. ,l!a owu boos«»

,t of f  1
ness in missionary enterprise in the ”
China, which throws out shoots culmi 
murder and fiendish ferocity.” This ***. arUp!{ 
shortly before tho Boxer rebellion, 'vbJcbfg to1', 
proved the truth of Mr. Michio’s state®0» ^  
is an indisputable faot that tho Boxer rebel' 
irought about moro by missionary aggro®8

foes in China are too often they of his ovvu  ̂ ¡̂1»- j 
And he adds: “ There is a perennia l ¡u

504.
304.Bookie, History of Civilisation, 1904; p. 

t k rondo, History of Ragland, vol. ix., p- 
J Japan : yin Attempt at Interpretation, 1903 ; P* t 
5 A. J. Little, Through the Yangstse Gorges, 1®' ' ’ 
|j The ¡Englishman in China, 1000 ; p. 233.

• :,5f  ‘
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ijfy other cause. It was the missions that the
^ xers went for first, and all the native Christians 
all ti^e*used to recant were murdered. In spite of 
c ls> the missionaries are still hard at it, for at a 
con *C r?eet*Dg held at Queen’s Hall on April 20, in 
stat*3̂ * 011 with the China Inland Mission, it was 
teb m ^ at> spite of the losses by the Boxer 
jqI^. 10n> there were now 21,000 on the rolls of the 

sion. They mean to plant the Cross, even if the 
pC ss0111̂ 6 Dati0n is exterminated during the

forv°°^ an^ ^ire. Yes, it is a good “ trade-mark” 
8]Jit̂ 0ur business, General Booth. We have merely 
into 8nrtace of Christian history; to enter
h0rr lo detail would require volumes, and what 
an̂  j)rs. ey would contain ! If there were a Devil, 
tn0re 6 lnvented a religion, it could not give rise to 
thaQ ,̂ ®ndish barbarity, or more revolting cruelty 
counts 13 Pre ênded religion of love, whose God 
even tuevery hair of our heads, and who regards 

Com fal1 of a sparrow.
dhistn Christian record with that of Bad-
L tople,- As Mr Fielding says in The Sold of a

“ No ravished country has ever borne witness to the 
Prowess of the followers of Buddha ; no murdered men 
«aye poured out their blood on their hearthstones,

1 led in Jug name : no rained women have cursed his 
«ame to b id . u-------- ”y° high heaven

He was the preacher of the Great
the stain U-'^a « eaven- Ho aud his faith are clean of

V̂h

P eace"*V  ^lood. xxh was iuo preaunur 01 me crreaii 
is 1 l°ve, of charity, of compassion ; and so clear 
(p. 88) teachrng that it can never be misunderstood

. . „  at the religion of -mat a contrast to the history
3eBU8' . frocities can nevert The full tale of Christian atrocitie
i°ld. As Lecky remarks, * \10r persecutions

“ The memorials, indeed. J ible to for® * 
are now bo scanty, that i t 18 ? 0f  her victims. ^
plete conception of tbo mult £ imagmatio
18 quite certain that no P °"eJ 8,,
adequately realiso their sullen 0 ■ ¿iatricts so

its triumph, he continues, “ was V\ 0f the contest, 
«otnplete as to destroy every me- ^ horror Horn
the most callous nature must reco * 9 instigated
the spectacle.’’* A history of the £r0ntispiece, 
^  this evil faith should have, ‘ pyramid of ysreschagin’s famous picture ot Skuli8.

"There are days,” says Nietzsche, tban tho
"when I  am visited by a {cullD̂  maU.......With a
blackest melancholy— contempt■ ° tUo madhouse 
gloomy circumspection I  go 1 ”  bo called ‘ Chn -
world of entire millenniums 9.t may ^  __x care
lianity,’ « Christian faith,’ 1 Christian inaamties.
not to make mankind account a > breaks out a
hut my feeling changes suddenly, a io(?. Our ago 
soon as I  enter the modern period, ,,.orbid, now has 
knows. What was formerly mere y tQ b0 a Chris- become unseemly,— it in now unse
tlan- And here my ioatfcintf commence . \ eaocated

p,^8’ our aBO knows, but it is only 'h&ve read 
Potion who know—at present, tney Motloy ,
theil’ DraP°r> Buckle, Lea, Brescot , atill hypo- 
crlv ^ Q,w the facts of tho case, and and the
Bt,.lca'iy bond the knee because our pt is not

iQ which they move, ordaiu i 1 0plo ; aud
^  6 we address, but tho mass of t »n end to the 

they know the truth there will he an en 
lgu Of this religion of Blood and Fire. IIaS«*

These superstitions, sacred Books and .crc«^,T’eeda—-Pkeso Cults ana Myths aud other noxious 
o many lies are crowned in every aft0’ . bleeds.

^hvlc truth beneath tho tyrant’s heel stiU blcoa
for over is proclaimed aloud, . 

n , ®trougly yoked upon a boundloss cro 
yyv 'faih  is only whispered to tho fow

0 bury it aiivo without a shroud. 4 rabic poet)'

r S F ’ ¿hstory of Rationalism, voi. FP‘ 
e' t28cbe, The AntielMU, 1899 : "- * « -. voi. 11.. pi

* n"'hri,t, 1800; p. 205.

Secular Instruction Only.

T he only possible solution, therefore, since all others appear 
to fail, is that sacrifices are bound to be made all round, 
and the State must disendow all sectarian and religious 
teaching and concern itself only with the provision of secular 
education. Doubtless England has not yet agreed that the 
State has no function either to teach religion or to have 
religion taught in its name ; but that there is a tendency in 
that direction is apparent when a staunch Catholic like 
Mr. T. P. O'Connor, M.P., says:—

“  The secular solution has one great thing to be said in its 
favor ; he would not say it was logical, because that appar­
ently was rather a term of opprobrium to apply to any 
proposal in the House. He said it was good, because it was 
consistent, and it was fair all round. It established no form 
of religious teaching of one communion over another, it 
excluded with equal justice and with absolute equality every 
form whatever of religious instruction ; and if Prosestant3 
were willing to accept exclusion, Catholics could make no 
particular complaint; they got no worse treatment than any 
other body.”

That all past attempts at compromise have failed does not 
augur well for future endeavors, since, unhappily, so many 
decry the simple Bible teaching as unsatisfactory; but the 
civic solution, sweeping aside the entire subject over which 
there has been a conflict, would clear the ground for a 
national system of schools with full local control, no “ con­
tracting out,”  and no creed tests. Therefore, speaking for 
myself, and not claiming that a single member of this 
Conference is in accord with me, I  must say that I have 
been driven to the conclusion that in this solution lies the 
greatest measure of practical justice and equity that can be 
meted out to contending claims; provided always that where 
denominations have furnished the funds for building their 
schools, the public must pay a fair rent for the occupation 
of the premises and keep them in a satisfactory state of 
sanitation and repair.— Mr. C. W . Hole, Presidential Address 
to the National Union o f  Teachers, at Morecambe, Monday, 
April 12, 1900.

Shilling Month.

SIXTH LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS.
Figures after the names of subscribers indicate the number of 

shillings they send. No number means one shilling. 
Rand-and-Filer, 21 ; G. F. M .; E. H. and T. H., 10; John 

Bland, 3 ; G. S., 3 ; J. L ang ; F. H. Chandler, 2 ; Man­
chester, 4 ; T. E. Hascroft; W. Comrie; John Young, 2 ; 
A. R. Brown, 2 ; G. E. Stevens, 5 ; Two Longsight Free­
thinkers, 2 ; P. W. Madden, 20 ; T. H. Elstob, 2 ; A. W. 
H atty; H. Slinger, 2Jq Albert Johnson, 2J; A. Brooke, 5 ; 
Novice, 3 ; C. Wainscote ; G. Scott; Apprentice; T. P. C., 4; 
G. H. Barrand, 2£; H. J. Barrand, 24 ; J. M., 2 ; “ A 
Rachda’ Felley,” 2J-; A. L , ; W. H. Smith; W. Leeson, 5 ; 
W. Murray, 2 ; Arthur R. Black, 3 ; Dundee Laggard, 10; 
M. Müller, 10; H. J. H yett; R. E. M .; Two J.P.'s, 2 ; Mr. 
and Mrs. W. Sharp, 2 ; F. J. Carter; A. Martin, 11; Mrs. 
Dye, 2 ; F. B . ; F. D „ 2 ; W. H. W est; C. E. C., 2 ; L. Side, 
5 ; J. E . ; C. McCall; Two Tiverton Infidels, 5 ; A. H. Hal­
lewell, 2 ; A Friend; J. Sanderson, 2 ; J. S. Law son; 
Jackdaw, 10; J. F. Vickery, 3 ; Jas. Swiffith, 5 ; H. Morton 
Roid, 5; FredLucas, 5; J. D., 2 j ; W. O.Foster; A. Barnett; 
J. K., 20 ; T. M. and C. B., 2 ; R. Wallis, 2 ; J. A bbott; 
J. F. P. ; C. J. Whitwell, 3 ; J. Terry, 3 ; G. Arnold ; G. 
Walker; Two RhoDddaFreethinkers, 4 ; L. and S. Mathews, 
2 ; J. A., 2-i; II. Farmer. 3 ; T. Goruiot, 2 ; R. W. D., 3 ; G. 
Baker. Correction : “  Constance ” Is. (May 2 list) should 
havo boon 5s. _______________

National Secular Society.

R eport of Monthly E xecutive Mektinq held on April 29.
Tho President, Mr. G. W. Foote, in the chair. There were 

also prosont:—Messrs. J. Barry, E. Bowman, W. H. Baker, 
H. Cowoll, C. Colieu, E. A. Charlton, W. Davy, T. Gorniot, 
J. T. Lloyd, J. Noato, C. QuintoD, R. Rosetti, F. Schaller, S. 
Samuels, H. Silverstein, T. J. Thurlow, F. Wood, and the 
Secretary.

Minutos of previous meeting read and confirmed.
Now membors wore received for the Liverpool and West 

Ham Branchos, and for tho Parent Society.
Tho Executive’s motions for the Conference Agenda were 

prepared, also tho namos of Vice-Presidents for re-election. 
Messrs. C. Cohon aud C. Quinton woro elected on tho 
Agonda Committee.

Tho President reportod a grant of jC50 from tho Secular 
Society, Ltd., to tho N. S. S.

The Secretary receivod instructions to arrange a Social 
Mooting as early os possible in May.

Tho meeting adjourned until May 27.
E. M. Vance, General Secretary.

L



302 SH3 (FREETHINKER M a y  9, 1909

S U N D A Y  LE C T U R E  NOTICES, etc BUSINESS CARDS.
Notioes of Lectures, eto., must reaoh us by first post on Tuesday 

and be marked “  Leoture Notice,”  if not sent on poatoard.

LONDON.

Short advertisements are inserted under this heading at the r3';' 
of 2s. per half inch and 3s. Gd. per inch. No advertise®6 
under this heading can be less than 2s. or extend beyond °ae 

inch. Special terms for several continuous insertions.
OUTDOOR.

B ethnal G reen B ranch N. S. S. (Victoria Park, near the 
Fountain): 3.15 and 6.15, C. Cohen, Lectures.

C amberwell B ranch N. 8 . 8 . (Brockwell Park): 3.15, Arthur 
B. Moss, “ A New Age of Reason.”

K isqsland B ranch N. 8 . 8 . (Ridley-road). 11.30, F. A. 
Davies, “ Atheism.”

N orth L ondon B ranch N. 8. S. (Parliament Hill, Hampstead)
3.30, F. A. Davies, “ God and Mammon.”

W est H am B ranch N. 8 . 8 . (Outside Maryland Point Station, 
Stratford): 7, W. J. Ramsey, “ God is Love.”

W ood G reen B ranch N. 8. 8 . (Spouters’ Corner): 11, C. 
Saphin, “  Christianity a Moral Fraud and Social Failure.”  

W oolwich B ranch N. 8 . 8 . (Beresford-square) : 11.30, J. Mar­
shall, a Lecture.

COUNTRY
A berdare B ranch N. S. 8. (Pugsley Coffee Tavern, Cardiff- 

street) : 11, Branch Meeting. Visitors invited. Afternoon and 
evening, in the New Public Hall, G. W. Foote: 2.30, “ The 
Moral Failure of Christianity 6.15, “  God and Humanity.”  

L iverpool B ranch N. 8 . 8 . (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square) : 
7, H. Percy Ward, “  Ghosts.”  Wednesday, May 12 (outside 
Edge-hill Church), at 8, Lecture by H. Percy Ward.

M anchester B ranch N. S. 8 . (Secular Ball, Rusholme-road, 
All Saints): 6.39, Agnostic, “  Christian Evidence.”

Outdoor.
E dinburgh Secular S ociety : The Meadows, 3, a Lecture; 

The Mound, 6.30, a Lecture.
D alkeith (High-street) : Saturday, May 8, at 7.30, a Lecture. 
L eith (Foot of the W alk): Thursday, May 6, at 8, a Lecture. 
N icholson S quare : Monday, May 10. at 8, a Lecture.
W igan (Market-square): Monday, May 10, at 7.45, H. Percy 

Ward will lecture.
J oseph B ates’ E ast A nglian M ission.

B oston B ranch N. 8 . S. : Bargate Green, Sunday, May 9, at
3.30, “  Secularism and Christianity.”

Bibsey (near the Church) : Wednesday, May 12, 7.30, “ God!" 
Bkeone8s : Thursday, May 13, at 3.30, “  Humanitarianism: 

the Religion of the Future.”

THE

MARTYRDOM OF HYPATIA;
OR, THE

CUTLERY.— 50-piece Sets, comprising knives, forks, spo° ĵ 
etc., in neat box, for 25s. each, carriage paid. Spl^ 1 
value. Money returned if not satisfied.— H aines & ^  

Dept. O, 33 Minories, London. JH
SEXUAL LO V E : What It Is and What it Isn’t, with $ 

other wonderful pamphlets, post free for Is. 6d.-" ’ 
Dyson, 696 Bolton-road, Bradford. ____ ,

SUITS that will Suit You in style, quality, and Pr'cjj’ 
80s. each. Every suit made to your own special measUtf  
Patterns and self-measurement form on application 
J. W. Gott, 28 Church-bank, Bradford. ^__^

IT CAN BE DONE, and I can do it. A pure wool 
Lounge Suit to measure for 27s. 6d. Equal to those off0“ iBi
at 42s 
self-measure 
Bradford

Send me your address and I will forward samp'63j* 
sure form free.—H. M. W ilson, 22 Nortliside-te*

FREETHOUGHT BADGES.—The new N. S. B. Badg0̂ ,  
nishes an excellent method of introduction to Freetb1“ y 
The design is the French Freethinkers emblem—a single i ^ 
flower—button shape, with strong pin. Prico 2d., P°s „ale- 
Reduction for 6 or more.—N. 8 . S. Secretary, 2 Ne'vcfl 
Btreet, Farringdon-street, E.C.

i &
“ We have received from the Pioneer Press a copy of aar,° piti­

able book, entitled Ralph Cricklewood, by Stephen Fitz-“
It gives a very vivid account of the mental evolution of arcl<----, --- -----—--- ----j ---- J ---------J  ------- -
beliefs are not founded on fact. .We think we arc b e l ûti#  
secret in saying this is the actual experience of .th0, .¡¡e( s1 
Persons of all shades of religious belief, and no religiou3 
all, may derive much intellectual benefit from a perusa 
book. ” —John Bull.

R alph G rick lew ood ,
A Twentieth Century Critical and Rat'° 

Exposé of Christian Mythology-
(In the F orm of a N ovel.)

By STEPHEN FITZ-STEPH®11,
A Well-Wisher of the Human Family•

DEATH OF THE CLASSICAL WORLD.

An Address delivered at Chicago by

M. M. M A N G A S A R IA N ,

W ill be forwarded, post free, for

THREE HALFPENCE,
T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Nowcastlo-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

388 pages, cloth. Price 3s.
Post Free.

6d>

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastlo-street, Farringdon .3treet’

Natural Religion
OR

T H E  S E C R E T  OF A LL  T H E  C ^
A N E W  (TH E T H IR D ) ED ITIO N

OF

FROM FICTION TO FACT.
By F. BONTE.

(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)

REVISED AND ENLARGED. 
SHOULD BE SCATTERED BROADCAST.

S IX T Y -F O U R  PAGES.
PRI CE ONE PENNY.

T he P ioneer Peeks, 2 Ncwcastlc-strcct, Farringdon-street, E.C.

F. J. B.

Being an abbreviated rendering in English of J‘ in 
Dupuis, L ’ Origine de toui Ici Culte», first publie*1 
which Robert Taylor, Logan Mitchell, and otho ^,¡3 ™ ,
exponents of Christianity have so largely drawn- / m
thoroughly explains the astronomical origin of ^ ¡t

«S ’- í
,11 »eVflB
’¿ Zmanner which ovoryono may easily understands pj8]iB-y 

the deepest interest to Freethinkers and an ,lftnced , ¡f' 
opener to orthodox Christians. Its valuo is i'reprodu.C0ici' 
inclusion of three important platos from Dupui®^ v> 

difficulty) on India paper, which will not

S h i
0 0

Bound in Cloth. Price Two
Postage Twopence Extra. jtf'

_____________________________ "  .gtr®®!'
T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle stroot, barring
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Qp.
A LIBERAL OFFER—NOTHING LIKE IT.

eatest Popular Family Reference Book and Sexology—Almost Given Away. A Million sold
Insure Your Life—You Die to W in; Buy this Book, You Learn to Live.

at $3 and $4—Now Try it Yourself.

'Tfvë'Besî Ignorance kills—knowledge saves—be wise in time. Men weaken, sicken, die—not 
knowing how to live. “  Habits that enslave ”  wreck thousands—young and old. 
Fathers fail, mothers are “ bed-ridden,” babies die. Family feuds, marital miseries, 

divorces—even murders—All can be avoided by self-knowledge, self-control.
You can discount heaven—dodge hell—here and now, by reading and applying the 
wisdom of this one book of 1,200 pages, 400 illustrations, 80 lithographs on 18 anatomical 

color plates, and over 250 prescriptions.
OF COURSE YOU WANT TO KNOW WHAT EVERYONE OUGHT TO KNOW.

T he Y oung—How .to choose the best to marry.
T he Married—Hew to be happy in marriage.
T his F ond P arent—How to have prize babies.
T he Mother—How to have them without pain.
T he Childless—How to be fruitful and multiply.
T he Curious—How they “  growed ”  from germ-cell.
T he H ealthy—How to enjoy life and keep well.
T he I nvalid—How to brace up and keep well.

atl<i always L°°ka kave been the popular instructors of the 
?P°ken, an  ̂ up-to-date). For twenty years they have
“y not *"*......

Whatever you'd ask a doctor you find herein, or (if not, Dr. F. will answer yonr inquiry tree, any time).

masses in America for fifty years (often re-written, enlarged, 
and 1 i-ui moimy ycu » iuay ua»o sold largely (from London) to all countries where English is

buvi ever,J,L'̂ lere highly praised. Last editions are best, largest, and most for the price. You may save the price 
y »8, and you may lose your life (or your wife or child) by not knowing some of the vitally important truths it tells.

îivoda T • Most Grateful Testimonials
’angn’ang la : “ It is a store of medical knowledge in plainest 

r„ . by it " ’tt?11?  every reader of English would be benefited
TtlPlicane,7 n̂

ancl not r»1? ’ ! '*  have gone through the book many times,
Q. W. n  ̂ benefited myself but many friends also.”—

Som,

From Everywhere.
Panderma, Turkey : “ I can avow frankly there is rarely to be 

found such an interesting book as yours.” —K. H. (Chemist). 
Calgary, Can. : “  The information therein has changed my whole 

idea of life—to be nobler and happier.”—D. N. M.
Laverton, W. Aust. : “  I consider it worth ten times the price. 

I have benefited much by it.” —R. M.

^hat Abridged Editions (800 pp. each) can be had in German, Swedish, Finnish, or Spanish.

Price EIGHT SHILLINGS by Mail to any Address.

fowler, w ills & co., ludgate arcade, London, England.
Orders Can Also be Placed with the Pioneer Press,

2 N e w c a s t l e  S t r e e t , L o n d o n , E.C.

T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y ,
LIMITED)

Company Limited by Guarantee

Begistered Office—* NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, B.C, 

Ohairman of Board of Directors— M*. G. W. FOOTE,

Secretary— H, M. VANOB (Miss),

D
y 83 to-rv,

fifhe ® »id annul,!!? n 1898 *° legal seonrity to the
gJ’ieoka m°randam .fi1®11 oI iands for Booular purposon. 
a tlild v;re :-~T0 n 01 Association Bets forth that the Soolety'B 

,, S6|i uiL0mo‘ 8 principle that human oonduot 
°l all at>d that uatnral knowledge, and not upon super- 

bi° °aght haman welfare In this world la the proper
[%  «»War« «!?“ ?“ • To Promote iroedom oi in« nlry-

âria8tion rtf !uU ar Eduoation. To promoto the com- 
“9 are n 8ta‘°- etc., etc. And to do all ouch 

th« iUaatL0’ s°d rettti°nduolvo *° 8noh objeots. Also to have, 
V jK S 4 by *nyal l * 2  of money paid, given, devised, 

'S^^bilUy'o,411® Society.' #nd employ ‘ha 0amo ior any of

^ litieg!! 150 ôundTun018 j litnltea *° * 1. *n 0880 ,he Boolety 
wj'hben,8 ^eat Unliv.i8nd kho assets wore Insufficient to cover 

5,(>y aaia pay aa Bnl. y oon“ ngenoy.
S * 8 of ahUIin8B’ andaaabao5nen»
•t pa!?.atnon!f ia < C S 6rabla number of members, but a muoh 

' QiP*tcn9* ^b°ao w, 0 Q’ a?^ ** ia hoped that oorao will bo 
*io*ulOTlioea announoement. All who join
^3 * It ia exn *ta business and the truateeahip of

Mother a Q88 y provided in the Artioloa of Aaaooia- 
X bv w ^ °hLshal1 deriv® any sort of profit from

 ̂ °* *̂v*dend, bonus, or interest, or in

8 ’batuy!!alatlng I ,  ara m*naged by an eleoted Board of
ta> on0.ju, .°' Iobs than five and not more than

a of whom retire (by ballot) each year,

bat are oapable of ro-eleotion. An Annual Ginertl Meeting of 
members must bo held in London, to receive the Report, ehc 
new Directors, and tranaaot any other business that may ariecs.

Being a duly registered body, the Secular Society, Limited, 
oan receive donations and bequests with absolute security. 
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to make 
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society's favor in their 
wills. On this point thero need not be the slightest apprehension. 
It ia qnite impossible to set aside each bequests. The executors 
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary course of 
administration. No objection of any kind haB been raised in 
oonneotion with any of the wills by which the Society has 
already been benefited.

The Society's solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battcock 23 
Rood-lane, Fenohnroh-street, London, E.O.

A Form of Bequest.—The following is a sufficient form of 
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators M I give and
" boquoath to the Seoular Sooiety, Limited, the sum of £ ------
" froe from Logaoy Duty, and I direot that a receipt signed by 
"two mombers of the Board of the said Society and the Secretary 
"thereof shall bo a good discharge to my Executors for the 
" said Logaoy.”

Friends of the Booiety who have remembered it in their wi is 
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary o* 
the faot, or Bend a private intimation to the Chairman, who wil 
(if doairod) treat it as strictly confidential. This is not necesiary. 
hut it is advisable, as wills sometimes get loBt or mislaid, and 
their oontents have to be established by oompetent testimony,
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A REMARKABLE OFFER.
,3- § plate gilt keyless 

lever movement, vis­
ible pallets, seven jew­
els, compensation bal­
ance, hardened and 
tempered B reguet 
hair - spring, safety 
pinion, hardened and 
polished pivots, and 
highly finished 

throughout.

That is the Description
of a Watch which embodies in its con­
structional detail every modern improve­
ment and technical excellence.

For all practical purposes it is honestly 
worth many times the price we ask for it.
Look at the illustration below and read the 
description of the movement, and reflect 
upon the fact that owing to the magnitude 
of our trade (hitherto confined to South 
Wales) we are able to offer this handsome 
and reliable English Lever in English hall-marked silver cases 
at the nominal price of 30/-, or the same movement if fitted in 
oxidised metal cases at 18/6, or in gold-filled cases (warranted 
to wear ten years, equal in appearance to any gold watch at £10 
or £20) for 32/6.

Other lines of phenomenal value are our “ New Victor” full 
plate key-wind English Lever, capped and jewelled, in hall­
marked silver cases, 37/6.

Our “ Progress ” f-plate capped Swiss Lever, in hall-marked 
silver cases, 21/-.

Our Lady’s “ Daisy” silver case Geneva Watch, 18/6.
Our “ Princess ” series of Ladies’ Gold Watches at 42/- and 

upwards.
A written warranty for five years given with each watch.
These are but a few of the lines we keep.
This offer is only made to fellow Freethinkers through the 

medium of our common journal, and as a proof of our good faith 
we agree to refund the whole of the money for any watch returned 
to us within seven days if not satisfactory.

Write for our Illustrated Catalogues 
to-day which contain many other lines 

of interest and utility.
Sole address:—

JONES A JONES, Pobth, S. Walxs.

Gents.
Silver

ENGLISH
LEVER,

30s.
DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH

BY

G. W. FOOTE.
Being a Three Ilours’ Address to the Jury before the Lord 

Chief Justice of England, in answer to an Indictment 
for Blasphemy, on April 24, 1883.

With Special Preface and many Footnotes.

Price FOURPENCE. Post free FIYEPENCE,

Th* Piosiib Prias, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-stroet, E.C.

PAMPHLETS by C. COHEN.
Foreign Missions their Dangers and 

Delusions ...
Full of facts and figures.

An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics ...
Principles of ethics, based on the doctrine of Evolution.
Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity.. 
Christianity and Social Ethics 
Pain and Providence ...

3d.

6d.

Id.
Id.
Id.

Single Suits
AT

Wholesale Prices.

Advertising is no good unless backed dP 
good value for money.

GEO. JESSOP & SON, LTP”
realise this, and as m any reader 
of th e  “ F re e th in k e r” have already 
proved, th ey  m ore than  fu lfil wha* 

th ey  claim  to  do.

Send Postcard for 
Patterns and Self-measurement F°jI11

GEO. JESSOP & SON, LTp"
Clothing Manufacturers,

B A T L E Y ,  Y O R K S H I ^ '

Please mention this paper.

ampi®9“  Messrs. Whitehouse and Co. have sent ns si 
boots, and we are bound to say, without posing as 
on such matters, that they seem to us extremely S° 
the money.”—Freethinker, January 3, 1909.

,od val

Catalogue sent post free on applied1011

Business

R cftl. b° tk Cc y ^ ' ^to8',golosh. J°°. .

solid leatKr-6' 8.
in size8 "jj jo,6.

and

w .  » . »  f¥
-t&z f
es. cd., P°st

3 12/6*
GENTS.' Box Calf Boots, Lace or Derby 10/6

Welted, Laco or Derby 
Glace Kid, Lace or Derby 12/6. ¿1
Tan Willow Calf, Lace or Derby 10/b 11

Hi6'

6l}'

T hi P io n im  Brush, 2 Newcastlo-strcot, Farringdon-streot, E.C.

LADIES’ Box Calf Boots, Laco 5/11, Button and 
Glace Kid Boots, Laco or Button 6/U 
Tan Glaco Kid Boots, Laco 6/1L 
Black Glaco Shoes, Lace 6/6.

,, ,, Six Bar 6/6.
Tan Glace, Six Bar or Gibson 0/H*

All Goods sent Post Free.
Foreign Orders must bo accompanied by Ex r̂

----- i  "
When ordering please enclose postal or¿c

your requirements
W niTEIIOUSE *  CO., BOOT F A C T O R B -J ^

Printed and Publishod by tho P io s iib  P u s s , 2 Nowcastlo-stroot, London, E.O.


