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aim of life is life itself.— GOETHE.
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8'0tl'-~a SKf â d .satisfactory kind of State Re- 

o,0 butnblv ‘ 0 Religion designed by the Churches 
ate. ccepted and vigorously operated by the
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— except in hatred of their common enemy. On that 
point, indeed, their unanimity is wonderful. In 
everything else they maintain the historic harmony 
of the household of faith.

We beg our readers to observe that it does not 
cross “ Father ” Adderley’s mind that any persons 
but his fellow Christians have any rights in the 
nation’s schools. He takes it for granted that if 
Christians agree on what should be done, the matter 
is satisfactorily settled. All that non-Christians 
have to do is to acquiesce. The fact that they also 
are citizens, that they also pay rates and taxes, that 
they also contribute to the cost of public education, 
that they also send their own children to the State 
schools,— counts for nothing with this reverend 
gentleman. He belongs to the party of the upper 
dogs, and the under dogs may think themselves very 
lucky if they are not bitten. To be plundered and in
sulted is their natural portion. England is a free 
country— for Christians. Others only live in it on 
sufferance. This is “ .Father” Adderley’s view. 
We may easily guess, therefore, what Christian 
Socialism would mean in England, with this rever
end gentleman and his colleagues ruling the roost.

“ Father ” Addorley is good enough— that is, in
discreet enough— to state how, in his opinion, the 
committee of religious leaders should go to work in 
drawing up their plan of Simple Bible Teaching. 
Listen to th is:—

“ My instructions to tho religious leaders would be to 
teach primarily the words of our Lord and selections 
from the prophets and Psalms. I would avoid teaching 
Old Testament stories, because explanations would be 
ruled out, without which they do positive harm, and 
brood atheists.”

But why should Old Testament stories, without 
explanations, breed atheists ? Is it not because as 
they stand, without being explained away, they are 
so often absurd and disgusting ? “ Father ” Adderley
is ashamed of them in their natural nakedness; 
and, if they cannot be dressed up to look more 
respectable, he would have them hidden away. 
Perhaps it may dawn upon him, in some cool moment 
of candid reflection, that the strong objection he 
himself has to certain Old Testament stories is 
entertained by other persons quite as honest as he 
is to a good deal more of the contents of the Bible. 
Amongst “ the words of our Lord," for instance, are 
some horrible references to hell-fire and everlasting 
torment, which are calculated to darken and pervert 
the minds of those who can be induced to read them 
with approval.

We have now to quote the most unguarded sen
tence in “ Father” Addorloy’s letter. It is startling 
in its frankness. One can hardly conceive a more 
injudicious confession:—

“ Certainly as a parish priest of 21 years’ standing I 
should bo most grateful for my Sunday-school children 
to bavo these things drilled into their heads, so that I 
could have somo foundation to go upon.”

What could bo plainer ? Tho reverend gentleman 
wants tho olomentary schools to prepare children for 
his Sunday-school, where he finally prepares them for 
his church. Precisely. Tho clergy are after business 
in fighting for religious education in the schools. 
Their object is to breed customers for their various 
establishments. Simply this, and nothing more.

G. W . Foote.
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What is the Use of Immortality ?

Ever since the general election, Cabinet ministers 
have spent a portion of their time addressing chapel 
gatherings. Mr. Runciman, Mr. Birrell, Mr, Lloyd 
George, and others have varied their parliamentary 
labors with talks on religion in Nonconformist places 
of worship. The services of Cabinet ministers in 
the capacity of preachers may be among the many 
“ demands ” on the government made by Noncon
formists ; certainly a Cabinet minister in the 
pulpit is too great a draw in these days for the 
opportunity to be missed. And the typical religious 
mind being such a curious phenomenon, one would 
not be surprised to find that in some dim way the 
congregations feel their beliefs strengthened by 
finding them supported by highly placed members of 
parliament. Without it ever assuming the form of 
a distinct proposition, it may easily be felt that Mr. 
Lloyd George’s familiarity with the finances of the 
country, Mr. Runeiman’s control of the education 
office, and Mr. Birrell’s experience as secretary for 
Ireland, enables them to speak with an authoritative 
voice on the existence of God, the divinity of Jesus, 
or on the meaning of a future life.

Quite recently Mr. Birrell favored a Baptist audi
ence with an address on immortality, and in the 
course of his speech raised a question that is deserv
ing of a little notice. I gather from that address 
that Mr. Birrell’s convictions as to the reality of a 
personal immortality are not of the strongest, nor 
apparently does he regard it, if true, as an un
mixed blessing. At least, that is what one gathers 
from the following expression :—

“ What do we want immortality for ? Not surely to 
go on living the kind of life we are living here; not 
merely to prolong tho somewhat tiresome entity we 
have here learnt to call ‘ myself.’ Would it not bo a 
relief to get finally quit of oneself, and be able to say,
‘ Thank God I shall never see that fellow again ?’ The 
immortality we pine for is not a continuance of doubt 
and confusion. It is the triumph of the spirit over the 
body, and complete unity of purpose and existence with 
the eternal.”

The first part of Mr. Birrell’s statement does raise a 
genuine problem. And, having raised a difficulty, 
Mr. Birrell buries it in a cloud of words. This is, of 
course, theologically correct, but hardly illuminating. 
What, for instance, is meant by the “ triumph of the 
spirit over the body,” or by “ complete unity of pur
pose and existence with tho eternal ?” Unity of 
existence with the eternal would bo achieved on the 
most materialistic of theories. But there is the word 
“ purpose,” and one can hardly predicate “ purpose ” 
withont a continuance of personality. And the sur
vival of personality does not mean the triumph of 
tho spirit over the body, but tho perpetuation of the 
body and of anything and everything else that goes 
to make up what we mean by “  personality." For, 
after all, each person is to his fellows, so far as wo 
know that person, a body. Anything else is a pure 
assumption. So that Mr. Birrell’s meaning is by no 
means clear— it is not oven clear that ho understands 
himself what he means. But as he was speaking in 
a chapel, probably neither of these things wore neces
sary.

Besides, one of the attractions of immortality is, 
so runs the argument, that we shall meet in the 
next world those to whom wo have said good-bye in 
this sphere of existence. This is said to bo great 
comfort religion offers to all in tho face of death. 
But how is this going to happen unless tho “ tire
some entity "  of each one is prolonged ? As pure 
spirit, and released from all the conditioning limita
tions of physical organism and environment, 
we should not be able to distinguish between 
Shakespeare from Bill Sykes. I doubt if wo should 
know a “ pure spirit” even if wo mot one. And as 
to recognising any of our relations, or they ua, once 
wo have shed for good all those distinguishing marks 
that make up each one’s personality, why, tho thing 
seems a sheer impossibility.

One may readily grant that the prospect of a ^  
beyond the grave, to those who think the ma 
out, does not offer unalloyed attractions. I 
member being asked at the conclusion of a lectnf£ 
by a troublesome member of the audience, wbetbfir 
meant that when he was dead ho was done with? 
replied that I hoped so ; and my reply had at leilS. 
the merit of honesty. We all know peopl 
absence we prefer to their presence, and the prosp  ̂
of running up against them throughout eternityj 
really not a pleasant prospect. An attempt to "" 
this difficulty is made by the theory that in bL 
we shall meet only with our affinities and spend 
time discussing subjects of mutual interest. Mar e' 
but if this transpires, the condition of things tb3, 
must be entirely different to what they are here,a3 
this being so it may also chance that what interest3 
here may quite fail to interest us there. Beside9; 
isn’t the person who attracts us that causes 
inconvenience, it is the person whom we attract 
is the trouble. Only conceive Shakespeare l 
chased round heaven by every petty rhymster  ̂
third-rate actor who was anxious to make , 
acquaintance, and probably submit the sP‘rllBj!
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MSS. of spectral plays and poems for his judgj^
How he would long for annihilation, or for the 
days on earth!

When Mr. Birrell asks, “ What do we want i&- 
tality for ?" and replies “ Not surely to go on b? 
the kind of life we are living here,” he shows b

arn°r'

self to be in a state of almost hopeless conf<  
The kind of life we are living here is, taking Pyjo 
in the mass, exactly the kind of life people _wab. 
go on living. And if they could keep on living ® ¡j 
there is not one in a million that would exchang\ . 
for the New Jerusalem. Tho most religious p^yj. 
for their flight heavenward in a “ If-I-must-I-10̂ , 
but-I-would-rather-stay-where-I-am ” kind of a®P 
Most people find this world sufficiently full of * ^  
tive and pleasant things to desire to live on n ^  
could, and there is always the prospect of ^  ¡¡¡v0' 
ment. From tho mere point of view of 
ness this life can well hold its own against any 0 ^  
To be one of the “ angelic host ” is only att10 ¿a3 
in a hymn. Calm reflection shows, as someo0 ¡j 
pointed out, that in heaven an angel is n° 
particular, all possibility of distinction a , 
ment is there at an end. Besides, no one really tt>'3 
of the next life as being really different 
one. What they conceive is an existence lD 
the unpleasantness of the present is r®jjis 
leaving only the desirable behind. And $  
merely carrying the conception of impr°

in tbs
beyond the grave.

Moreover, unless we do go on living !>■
world substantially the same kind of lifo .
liv in rr n n w  OYiaf.onpo w m ilrl Vvn o im n lV  1**living now, existence would be simply 
For our whole nature has been fashioned foe 
of life we are living here, and can fit D 
Socially, our feelings have been developed A

¡Ally

eX fV ’have, direct reference to a gregarious human 
Our likes and dislikes, our hatreds and o>o(1uar iiK6s ana aisiiKos, our nacreub ^  ^
our sense of the beautiful, are all expros6 gjjviy, 
particular organism living in a particula . ey
ment. Place tho human organism in a „ut3
ronment, remove or substantially change ^  
of the organism, and all becomes chaos. g9nJ® }  ¡1 
fore, not only desires to go on living the ^  ¡¡[e 
of life he is living, but it is the only lilD . 0 
is possible for him to live. Thus, unless 
tality wo are destined to is a practical co ^{¡s^} 
of this life, with death representing c ^ aCe ^  
slumber, wo shall all bo as much out tf8
fish on dry land. And if it is a more ^  
if lifo remains substantially unaltered, t 
put Mr. Birrell’s “ What do wo want ,g 
for ?” from a new point of view. Wha ^gie y i  
of it ? Why could wo not continuo li' j, N9 /  
out this troublesome break wo call dea fl ib) ,# 
really wants the noxt world, no one do c0pt> ^  
tality; tho utmost that is desirou ê{Ci 
existence ; and that has reforenoo to 
elsewhere.
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to , ourse it may be said that man’s nature points 
ljn̂  i®_rger sphere of existence than this life offers; 
non 8̂ atement also, when analysed, is sheer 
¡nd'Ŝ 8e* only larger life that is indicated by

lvidual capacity is the social life of which it forms 
> and to which it properly belongs. Man’s 

aa a'D̂ S haYe mostly a dual aspect— one to himself 
he uV^^idnal, the other to the species to which 

e!0ng8. So long as we study him in his indi- 
al aspect only, we are naturally left with an 

residuum. Take him in relation to the 
Ca . - and we have a full explanation of the larger 
ieta . ? upon which so much is built. True, there 
^hv 1?a Uaaatisfied desires and aspirations. But 
rati 80ould we assume that all our desires and aspi- 
of ^aat be gratified, or declare that tho scheme 
l ĝer*3"8--8 awry ? And what, after all, are these
^ore a8P’rations but an ideal construction of a 
o f ^ o t  human society based upon a perception 
Surel^p^oomings of society as it exists at present ? 
proujjg1118 strangest of all philosophies which 
Crider f -  a sahisfaction for our social aspirations
are de^tit6^  8e  ̂ con<̂ io n s where such aspirations

The f meaning or value.
< o r t n  - ntal m*stiâ e mac 0̂ hy ah believers in 
Value of r *s *beir assuming that it adds to the 
affects m0- So far as the belief in immortality 

l nf jYa ûe °f  life at all, it detracts from, in
to it. Weismann has shown how theof

°Pon n Q M higher forms of life became dependent 
tY Q the fact -.4. _____fu  u __ .be.
teached * & ob M*ore any very high stage had been 
the organ’ ’ .a  ̂ *8 true the physioal structure of
^eliugg 1810 i0 equally true of our interests and our 

e’v/  ,  pursuit of knowledge, the zest for 
^ould i 11 ^ e  affeotion for family and friends, 

the.ir ioterest and their force with an 
potter asn 0 ^hieli no limit could be placed. All the 
8*tiona. j-f ? life would atrophy under such con- 
[°r any on n f 1Yse^  would become too great a burden 
ûilt uD f 0 nnar. Our idea of the value of life is 

j^awbacijg0111̂  e ,^ere> with all its limitations and

of death. Without it life would have

j?Y°nd tho UQr lmagination may continue this life 
aziona thnf^raV0’ wkile divesting it of all those con- 
|?0re sobpr ^a^0 life as wo know it possible. A 
B . neco8c,„ana ,a ^ n 1-0 restrained outlook recognises 
J^jhg, as » M  limitations of existence, while also 

' 83 lifo eYPression of those limitations, all that
lt0 really worth the living. C. Cohen.

ally, however, Protestantism is so essentially time
serving that the apologetic methods of fifty years 
ago are now utterly valueless. When Matthew Arnold 
declared, in his own oracular style, that the proof 
from miracles was no longer rationally available, the 
theologians laughed him to scorn; but to-day the 
theologians themselves, Anglican as well as Noncon
formist, make precisely the same declaration. The 
Virgin Birth and the Resurrection are trotted out no 
more as unassailable proofs of the Deity of Jesus 
Christ, while some go the length of frankly admit
ting that Jesus and Christ are two entirely different 
personalities. The only Church whose theology is 
comparatively stationary is the Catholic.

What is the explanation of this theological con
trast between Protestantism and Catholicism ? It 
is to be found alone in the fact that the latter 
possesses a centre and bond of unity and the former 
does not. The Protestant Reformation unconsciously 
inaugurated a process of theological and ecclesias
tical disintegration, a process which was materially 
aided and accelerated by the general revival of 
learning, by which it was preceded and accompanied, 
and with which it is at last becoming more and more 
identified. It is probable that very few, if any, Pro
testant divines would be prepared to endorse such a 
statement; but it is beyond doubt that Protestant 
history bears unequivocal witness to its truth. The 
rapid decay of supernatural belief in non-Catholio 
communities is one of the most significant signs of 
the times. Devoid of a central seat of authority to 
which obedience is compulsory, Protestantism is too 
weak, not only to arrest the growth and develop
ment of scientific enlightenment in the world at 
large, but even to protect itself against the trans
forming influence of the new spirit. The conse
quence is that the Christianity which it now professes 
is but the merest shadow of its former self. In the 
words of the Catholic Bishop of Salford, as reported 
in the Herald :—

“ It was a pathetic and a sad sight to look round the 
literary, scientific, and intellectual world of the present, 
to read its writings, its discussions, and its arguments 
on this great fundamental question of faith [the resur
rection of Christ], religion, and morality, and to see 
how complete was the disintegration of the whole 
system of Christian teaching."

To a Bishop the pathos and sadness of such a sight 
must be terribly depressing and cheek-blanching. 
Let us listen to Dr. Casartelli’s explanation of so 
disturbing and distressing a fact:—

Al;
^r°testantism and Scepticism.

Pa^ .  in his 
car?! l l^ i s U c i n i t y ,

S°hCi
5? a<ld .
3hn M e> o r T f e<iUently. iQ whatever degree it is 
sa be r,nivi0t V0ry improbable, that a rovolation 

6 ^ogree *?nnicated to mankind at all, in tho

famous work, A View 
pertinently asks, “ In-v Can o " — ¿jciciucuuiji itano, au

tQ c°rtectlv n reV0iai'i°n be made but by miracles ?” 
bg^^eive.’’ |l8Werf> “ none whioh we are able 

,a<ids ; « p nen in the true spirit of philosophy 
, '“‘Onseanonfl™ ____a____

that
is it probable, or1W T S l 8 b«

not very 
wrought.”

lm-
We 

now 
only 
but 

is

a and \hhatf p in y ’s whole argument is
^bv- ri°al vniat 8reat work possesses 
?tt nf8 ^  ®o ? *1? ’ ^hat is doubtless true;
iq „Mate sitmu uley’8 ^°i0nce of Christianity io 
ho u the cM  y n0cau8e tho Christianity believed 
tiaoiMer in umf i0i ^ e  eighteenth century is 
ie<3hi/ ^a® alwnM ar *avor- Chameleon-like, Chris- 
^scinu^nts of r  en<ieavored to adapt itself to tho 

y true of -i11?6 an^ Place; and this has been 
• 1̂tanp rs ago j-v, Protestant guise. A hun-
h *8 to >  and p 0fM !?0.i0Kical ohasm between Pro- 
o iie« aay* PrnJ. h°hcism was much smaller than 

aMs *8 almnnf Catholic point of view Paley’s 
?JantiDpe,ared and uaa l̂m0ly now as it was when it 
iphie ¡0 J?kena nf i^8 author so many sub

an ina ;OC.Ci Q8ia8ti0al appreciation; and 
V Ï M > t c o S niôcant. r0mnant of Protestant 

and tbnDUe8 ^n^ieally loyal to tho Now
great Fathers. Speaking gonor-

“ Three centuries or more ago there was a leaven 
introduced into tho religious world of a great part of 
Europe, known as tho principle of private judgment, 
tho principle that every man could in matters of faith 
and religion judge for himself of what was right and 
true, and that ho should apply this private judgment to 
tho texts of Holy Scripture, which he was to interpret 
for himsolf according to his own light, and according to 
what was supposed to bo the personal and individual 
guidance of tho Holy Ghost; that ho was not to rely 
upon any special teaching of I’ope, Episcopacy, or 
Church, or any definitions of dogma laid down by any 
authority. This appeared in tho beginning to bo a small 
principle—so it was, it was a littlo leaven, and it was a 
long time before it was seen what effects it was 
going to produce. It had worked now for three cen
turies throughout a great portion of the world, especially 
of Northern Europe, and had resulted in the complete 
disintegration of the whole system of Christian doctrine 
and Christian ethics. They were returning now to a 
position very little different from the highly developed 
intellectual position of the great Pagan religions of 
beforo the coming of our Lord.”

That is a strictly accurate description of the leaven 
of Protestantism. The principle of private judg
ment is an axe laid unto the root of the huge tree of 
supernaturalism. Luther was totally blind when he 
advocated such a principle. All theologies must rest 
on some recognised central authority, or vanish. 
Divines are all professionals, working to order, and 
along carofully defined lines. Their one business is 
to guard and defend “ tho deposit” committed to 
their charge, neither adding to nor subtracting from 
it. No dogma is of privato interpretation. As a
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well-known ecclesiastic once said, theologians are 
Divinely appointed trustees of the “  pattern ” or 
“ form of sound doctrine ” originally received by a 
direct revelation from heaven. This “ pattern” or 
“ form” is deposited in the Church, and only the 
Church has a right to deal with it, to tell just 
exactly what it is, or to impart it to those wishing 
to possess it. This delegated duty the Catholic 
Church has for fifteen hundred years discharged 
through its official head, the Pope, whose claim is 
that he is the infallible mouthpiece of the Lord, and 
the custodian of the deposit. And as long as the 
people are willing to bow the knee of their reason to 
the Pope, the Catholic Church is absolutely safe.

Now, the keynote of Protestantism is intellectual 
freedom, though it has rarely in practice sung true 
to it. Nevertheless, intellectual freedom has always 
been the fundamental tone of the Protestant chord, 
the foundation fact or idea of the Protestant creed, 
and it is to this fact that we must attribute the 
permeation of the Protestant sects by modern 
scientific truths and by the results of literary 
criticism. Nominally, Luther erected his system of 
divinity on the impregnable rock of Holy W r it ; but 
when the great reformer, in the name of his evan
gelical faith, called the epistle of James a bundle of 
straw, he made it possible for another to denounce 
and reject the epistle to the Romans as contrary to 
enlightened reason. Luther sat in judgment on his 
own seat of authority, and thereby entitled all 
others to do the same, if so directed by their indi
vidual prejudices or convictions. Well, the leaven 
of private judgment which the reformers dropped 
into the human meal of Northern Europe has been 
steadily working therein ever since, until by to-day 
it has “ broken up the work that Christ came to 
do.” As Dr. Casartelli is reported to have said in 
his Easter sermon,—

“ It has eliminated the supernatural, it has eliminated 
the idea of the miraculous, and learned doctors and pro
fessors writing nowadays of Holy Scripture, of the life 
of Christ, of the development of the Christian Church, 
are almost unanimous in doing away with all that they 
might strictly call supernatural, and of all that was 
miraculous.”

Allowing for some exaggeration in the right-reverend 
gentleman’s animadversion, it must still be admitted 
that he is essentially in the right. Looking round 
upon the civilised and cultured world, we cannot 
resist the conclusion that in the Protestant camp 
“ no two minds think alike, no two minds are agreed 
even on first principles.” The whole drift is in the 
direction of complete and open scepticism, of intel
lectually satisfying and heart-nourishing Secularism.

To orthodox believers in all communions this 
growing tendency is tho cause of inexpressible 
chagrin and alarm. Writing to the Duke of Argyll 
a few months before his death, Gladstone said : “ It 
is very difficult to keep one’s temper in dealing with 
Matthew Arnold when ho touches on religious 
matters, n is patronage of a Christianity fashioned 
by himself is to me more offensive and trying than 
rank unbelief.” Tho groat statesman, though a 
member of a Protestant Church, wa3 in reality a 
genuine Catholic. He did not believe in the Pro
testant principle of private judgment, nor could he 
contain his anger against Arnold for honestly acting 
upon it. Gladstone know, as tho Church of Rome 
well knows, that once people begin to think for 
themselves, ninety-nine out of every hundred will 
avow themselves unbelievers in churches and creeds. 
There are multitudes of nominal believers who dare 
not use their private judgment, who deliberately 
refuse to listen to tho voice of reason, in tho certain 
conviction that the result would bo tho loss of their 
faith. They instinctively feel that reason and faith 
are mutual enemies, and that if they are to retain 
the latter they must suppress tho former.

In tho long run, however, wo are confident that 
reason shall win tho day. Already, in Russia, in 
Italy, and even in Spain, tho Church is distinctly 
losing ground. Even in tho Eternal City itself 
belief in and respect for it are surely dying out, and

a Freethought Congress can be held in peace 
comfort. The clergy of all denominations aver t“a. 
Atheism is largely a thing of the past, and that8 
heart the mass of the people are profoundly relig'0”8' 
But if unbelief is passing away, why are the church s 
and chapels emptying? Why are the very cleU-j 
who make that assertion, bemoaning the absence 
the crowds from their solemn assemblies ? If s0ieD 
is becoming friendly to theology, why do the bala 
scientific people hold aloof from all theological 
ments ? We believe that the Bishop of Salfer0 
right in his estimate of the results of the Protesta 
Reformation, and we are persuaded further that
own Church is already being undermined by the sa
relentless foe of ignorance and superstition.

J. T. LLOW

Trained Dialecticians.

John  St u a r t  M il l  is reported to have said that 
man need not have had a university education 
order to tell the truth. It would seem, how®^ 
that a man requires a speoial training in oi'd®r̂ e 
tell lies properly, for in blunt English this 13 ,e 
meaning of a large part of modern apologetic- . j 
Methodist Times recently discussed the mlD's, ¿foe 
value of a university degree, and expressed
opinion that some such badge would soon be in<hs‘
pensable to anyone seeking to enter the Cbu 
Such training may, it is true, give professional 
cates, who know or feel that all their efforts to bo 
up a tottering edifice are of as much avail 8,8 
ploughing of the air, greater facility in ^ .sC° aoy 
issues, or in avoiding, as far as possible, raising ^  
issues at a ll; but shortsighted indeed must 0 0 j 
man who fails to see that this patchwork ,^ 1  
much longer hold together. If all the M-A-8 ^  
D.D.’s and LL.D.’s from all the universities in ^  
Britain, and from the five hundred degree-cool0̂ ^  
institutions in the United States, assert that  ̂
Christ turned water into wine and that he roS0tjtlê  
tho dead, ths humblest student on earth is ®D, jje 
to ask for tho evidence. If they declare tpa 9)1 
story of the Fall is not essential and that, sl8fl $6 
revelation is progressive, it is idle to point ^  jj 
atrocities committed by order of Johovab, ^  
again entitled to reply, “ Every Sunday 
from tho book and ostensibly hold it out as tn0 ^  
of God. Are you preaching from what 13 , m  
partly false?” And when the M.A.’s speak —  of 
“ spiritual factors that make up tho higher 0 'm  
“ national righteousness,” “ the deepening o> 
individual consciousness,” “  tho obligat'0^ ^  
brotherhood,” and a thousand and one otiber Oiog' 
that may, as far as they have any definite lDjj0[ijk|e 
be worthy of any man’s highest effort, the pjft 
student may still reply, “ All this, it seem® jj,
___  ____ ____ i   A-1 _ 3?  ? UaO olcan never atone for the dissemination 
These vague phrases are, apparently, lik°

lie-

tho mouths of tho men of God ; but they n .gi - 
no more to do with the question of r0 fl® 
Biblical inspiration than with Plato’s ReP'.l„tei oi

. . . ' • • > " t V
Bible rendered these two works into Eng*13 i
Apologia. Indeed, had tho men who tran0 ' ¡fi» 
Bible rendered these two works into Engl16 ^¡0ti<r 
tho translation the same touoh of arch«-10 f j  
tho same attractiveness of phrase, pud .^pif, 
them into tho hands of children a3 divinely  ̂ ^  
books, Peiraev,s would have been tho ble 
instead of Mesopotamia, and paid advoefl s0 j 
be heard telling choir flock, “ Oh, if yon, 1 1̂/ 
spot in your heart at all tho story of ^ °c.,a d®8 ¡j 
find it out,” and when criticism began 1 j  
work tho samo energy would havo b?oD,j10 c»3̂ - 
save tho remnants as is now exerted in t
the Gospels— and it would have boen e<l  ̂
cessful. , ^¡tb y

To compare those M.A.’s and D .D -s « pop1 „u 
Paines and HetheringtonB and Carlilo0 îtj1 J 
Freothought is like comparing a Gladsto ^¡ji y  
Abraham Lincoln. How many Oxonian ,0 at 
togothor, and all streaming with tho dc 1

L
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^ Hellenism and every other kind of “ culchaw,” 
Qld make one man like the railsplitter who said, 

I’d n a^vance^ into manhood, “ I have a notion 
„ , 180 to read a book on English grammar if I could 
the°ne' affcor all it’s the popular advocate,
0rt, man of clear eyes and good plain Saxon, that the 
the °<< aP°I°g'st9 bate and dread. Before him 

‘ tremble like guilty things surprised.” They 
cor Say’ as the Rev. David Smith, D.D., said to a 
ar resPondent recently in the British Weekly, “ such 
and h?11̂ 8 are shallow enough to the trained scholar,” 
apol • ^ keep on saying it to the end. The 
“ th°^1Ŝ  ^oes n°t tear the honest doubter in whom 
he ¿ r8 more faith ” than “ in half the creeds ’ . 
aee(j°esn’t fear the reverent Agnostic. He has no 
i to : he knows that these men won’t leave their

and 
* .e8t0ndia 
Pnvil,
% pictures and their 

to help to weaken
gilded evenings in 

a useful adjunct of
one He fiods it much pleasanter to deal with
logics 0 talks about the Ultimate Reality, the Onto- 
other Prob£em— IQ capital letters, of course—and 
Point ^taphysioal abstractions, than to 
Hor„„W„. . the man who would tell Rev. Silvester

argue the

,10rne, M.A., and the others who declared that God 
Jeatroyed Messina, and that their faith was strong 
8aoagh to stand all such tests, that, in that case 
™®y were all committing rank blasphemy in sending 
^stance to the victims. , ,

’ yen the Unitarians occasionally show a°  , .
^ 08*ty to the popular advocate of Freethought that 
8 °n>y one degree less bitter than that of the 

f  hoa0x Christian. The Rev. Stopford A. Brooke, 
LL.D„ in his published sermon, The Triumph of 
8P8aks of the criticism that “ began to play 

0f p P'ercing heat and vigor on the dootrinal sc c me 
J Eegliah religion, and on the stories of the Old and 
00 New Testament,” This is not a very serious 

J^ter to the Unitarian peace of mind ; but, dreadful 
0 r0late, « the Fatherhood of God, the immortality 

ansml n' the Personal bond which knits together men 
the Father, were either sadly doubted or denied 

th croei : „ Cruel ioy— that’s the head and
enth ° f tbo offending. Don’t show anything like 
and 81asm in attacking what you believe to be false, 

y°n won’t incur the hostility of anyone, xou 
be convinced that belief in Providenoo and 

working incalculable harm in the 
tiQ; r „ ° i  the masses, but don’t shout your convic- 
C o V  fr° m thc housetops.” The Unitarian may 

-■ nce as pernicious the

^mortality is
5 lnd> of the . . . .  —  .

the housetops. teaching of the
-uuce as most pernicious Scriptural sup-

Galvinist-fov which there u  a®Pl 098ed hy mvaj
e v i r tbat tbe only certain tltl°, ̂  portals of h f° 19 
hildren tbe moment they enter m^at, of coarse, title to eternal damnation.Would onl- vt u oq]v u — uamnation.  i 
bÌÌ.®»»y be1Gnrr,’ l hi e0U8 resignation.-v muignauu

th°8e y he appropriate here to say a word about 
8elves 0lP8U0r Persons who, though styling them- 
ahoVe PPonents of supernaturalism, claim to be 
°Verthroy,ParHe8 and movements working for the 
hs: <‘ q^ o£ euperstition. They frequently say to 
8rQlIght n’i ^°Ur 80cl°ties and lecturers have not 
petl0ral pu00^ . ^ 6 present spread of Freethought; 
i'r°hablv cation and progress have done that, 
heard som 6re ar0 few Freethinkers that have not 

We in 8Ulrh statement from the superior man. 
0at con !!^Qiffcant workers may surely ask, Fray 

8tl(1 what S a w 08 general education and progress, 
i °VementH * ° f them after all the advocatos and 

elim inU , which you so strongly objeot, have 
as Poni £rom any given period? The truth 
>/vocate8 P ar advocates have made the academic 
' 8ft“~ for’ u • 80 far as Christianity, or what now*6, 18 v- - -padr
u?. £he t? or t

r.eethought leaven

to °r iiff,m° re hearable to-day than it was a 
he p ------y, or ten years ago -------- ,4- J" -

that
the
has

result
been

is due 
forced

Aoid Drops.

“ Shakespeare’s Birthday ” was celebrated on April 23 at 
Southwark Cathedral. Theatrical stars were much in evi
dence, and Forbes Robertson delivered an address. Alfred 
Austin, poet laureate, also read a poem of his own concoc
tion, which was tbe poorest stuff ever heard on such a 
subject. The last of seven stanzas was fearfully and won
derfully made:—

“ Last to loved life removed, from world and stage, 
Homeward he turned where rustic belfries chime, 
Bequeathing his rich self, not of an age,
But for all space and time.”

The awful cacophony of that first line! Let any elocutionist 
try to read the first five words, and see if he doesn’t nearly 
break his jaws. And what is there peculiar about “  rustic ” 
belfries ? Does our pious poet laureate imagine that Shake
speare settled down at Stratford-on-Avon for the sake of its 
church tower ? Then there is that horrible plagiarism from 
Ben Jenson, who said that Shakespeare was “  Not of an age, 
but for all time.”  Alfred Austin borrows that fine tribute, 
and adds “ all space ’ ’ on his own account—which is down
right silliness. “ All time ” really means all time on this 
globe, but “ all space ” means the whole universe—as though 
Shakespeare’s genius were famous in all the fifty million 
stars already photographed 1

At the Shakespeare Commemoration Service in Southwark 
Cathedral on the 23rd inst., much was made of the fact that 
most of the poet's London life had been spent in that parish; 
and in a hymn specially composed for the occasion, the Rev. 
Canon Rawnsley said :—

“ For here our Shakespeare moved,
This house of prayer he loved,
Here oft-time heard the sound 
Of music from the ground

O'er Gower’s grave upringing.”
We should like to know what evidence Canon Rawnsley can 
offer that Shakespeare loved the parish Church of South
wark, or was in the habit of attending any other place of 
worship as a devout worshiper. The Church claims him, as 
she claims every other great man long dead ; but on what 
ground does she do so ? That great Shakespearean scholar, 
Professor Raleigh, says that “ of the incidents of his life in 
London nothing is known.” Yet the Church pretends to 
know much.

Christians are fond of saying that Freethinkers want to 
destroy the Bible. But they don’t ; they simply want 
Christians to read it. So little is the Bible read by orthodox 
people that they don't know what it contains ; on the other 
hand, they believe all sorts of things to be in it which are 
not there. The Poplar Borough Council’s Lady Health 
Visitor, reporting on a consultation with mothers respecting 
infants, says : “ I was told a short time since that I did not 
know my Bible very well, or I should have known that, if a 
baby did not have thrush when it was born, it would when 
it died! ” What a beautiful result of the “ Simple Bible 
Teaching ” which Dr. Clifford is dying to keep in our 
elementary schools 1 _ _

Dr. Clifford’s reply to Mr. G. K. Chesterton in the Daily 
News shows his case to bo utterly hopeless. He either 
caunot or will not see any point at issuo in the discussion. 
He simply repeats that tho Bible can be used in the schools 
as literaturo, without paying the slightest heed to Mr. 
Chesterton’s objections to tho statement. Ho also assumes 
(once more) that while it would be very wrong to use the 
Bible in tho schools from Dr. Davidson's or Dr. Bourne’s 
point of view, it is quite right to use the Bible in the schools 
from Dr. Clifford’s point of view—although they object to 
his policy just as strongly as he objects to theirs. Incident
ally, however, the Commander-in-Chief of the forces of the 
Nonconformist Conscience discloses what ho means by using 
the Bible as “ literature.” “ Civilisation,” ho says, “  has 
moral and Christian elements and factors within it,”  and 
thoreforo it is “ a duty to prepare the young citizen for 
appreciating those elements and factors by the use of tho 
Bible.” Well, if this does not mean, in practice, the teach
ing of Christianity—what on earth does it mean ?

•• Carefully chosen portions of the Scriptures ” should bo 
used in tho schools ; but Dr. Clifford does not say who is to 
do the careful choosing. Ho has himself been asked to do a 
bit of careful choosing, and let people see the result. But 
ho always winks tho other oye. Some years ago wo asked 
him to particularise. And what did ho do ? Ho sent us tho 
old Loudon School Board syllabus of religious instruction I
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Rev. J. B. Figgis’s letter appeared right under Dr. Clifford’s, 
and the proximity seemed almost malicious. Mr. Figgis, 
speaking as a Nonconformist minister, and a supporter of 
“ Simple Bible Teaching,”  denies that it means “ mere 
ethical teaching.” That is not what Nonconformists want. 
They want to see the children taught “ the facts of the life 
and death and resurrection of Christ, and of other Bible 
narratives.” This is naked Evangelicanism. And the fact 
is that Nonconformists, who passionately resent the State’s 
setting up a religion for adults, are trying to establish Evan
gelicalism as the State religion in elementary schools. Is it 
possible for mental confusion and moral dishonesty to go 
farther ? ____

The Baptist Missionary Society is contemplating a trans
lation of the Bible for the natives of the Congo. When it 
appears it may be read by the few natives whom Christian 
thieves and murderers have left alive in that part of Africa.

The serious decline in membership in the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church continues. There has been another 
decrease of 1,262 full members during the past year; the 
members on trial are 596 fewer than last year, and the 
members in junior classes 916 fewer. Yet collections go on 
merrily to pay for the conversion of the “ heathen” in 
foreign lands.

The Methodist Recorder says that the official report of 
this shrinkage presents few mitigating features, hut some 
consolation is derived from the consideration that London 
rather more than holds its own. This may be so, but it is 
easy to over-estimate the value of this. In London, for 
example, large sums of money are spent on elaborate mis
sionary efforts, and the most popular preachers are engaged 
in the work. The work also tends to be less doctrinal in 
character and more of the pseudo-social and entertaining 
varieties. And all this means that the leakage is stopped by 
laying little emphasis upon what it should be the chief work 
of a Christian church to emphasise. Various reasons are 
being offered for this continuous decline, but the real one is, 
as usual, ignored. The whole temper of the ago, the trend 
of modern thought, is dead against any form of doctrinal 
Christianity. Christianity can only live on in name, by un
obtrusively dropping or slurring over all that is essentially 
and distinctively Christian. If the Methodist Church is to 
retain its strength, it will have to accomplish tho trivial task 
of putting back the clock of progress for a couple of conturies. 
That is all.

The Baptist Church is another organisation that has to 
tell tho same tale of declining membership. Last year, in 
spite of an expenditure of over two hundred thousand pounds 
on new buildings and improvements, the Church members 
showed a decline of 5,869, while thoro were 8,816 Sunday- 
school scholars less than in tho previous year.

Most of the Nonconformist religions weeklies point out 
that tho evil influence in present Turkish affairs is identical 
with the religious portion of tho poople. They appear tho 
readier to proclaim thi3 because tho roligion of Turkey is 
not Christianity. They aro not frank enough to point out 
that tho regenerative influences aro mainly freethinking, for 
fear, presumably, that their readers might draw awkward 
conclusions. Dr. Clifford also joins in the chorus, and 
writes of tho bad effect of “ clericalism” in Turkey with an 
obvious eye on clericalism—that is the form of clericalism 
with which ho disagrees—at home. Ho also writes of the 
“ discipline and training, high ideals and courago and un
selfish devotion ” of tho young Turks, and refors to their 
revolution as one of “ tho greatest marvels of tho last 
hundred years.” This, in view of tho opinions of tho reform 
party, is worth noting.

Apart from tho interesting fact that these people, with 
their high ideals and their unselfish devotion to great issues, 
aro noithor Christian nor likely to hecomo so, thero is one 
question wo venture to put to Dr. Clifford—not, howover, 
with much hope of getting a straight answer. IIow does it 
happen that in every country, no mattor what tho particular 
creed may be, retrogressive forces aro always allied with the 
extremely religious portion of tho pooplo ? Roligion and 
despotism, religion and tho throno, religion and privilege, 
religion and vested interests, hang together in every country 
under tho sun. This is a phenomenon so universal that it 
is not to bo swept asido by tho cheap and easy explanation 
that this is not truo roligion, but its caricature. This only 
covers another form of intolerance with a thin disguiso of 
broadmindedness. And, aftor all, tho anti-reform party in 
Turkey is doing exactly what tho Nonconformists in this 
country claim to do. They aro taking their stand on tho 
Koran, exactly as certain Christians profoss to take thoir
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stand on the Bible. The truth lies much deeper tba°“ 
indicated by an explanation which is really a cloak fo' 
sectarian attack. The bottom fact is that religion, by,1'" 
very nature, appeals to and depends upon a type of 
that is hostile to progress. Every religion belongs t° 
past, lives upon the past, appeals to the past, and fight»j 
perpetuate the conditions that give it strength. There® 
is that all the sinister interests in a country look with c° 
fidence to religion for support against anything in the sM 
of reform. In a country like Turkey, or in countries wlJe 
a religion like that of Roman Catholicism holds an ob?10

In our own count')1sitioUsupremacy, the position is quite plain, 
where the forms of religion are more diversified, the poi  ̂
is not quite so clear, but in its essentials it remains # 
altered. The Roman Catholic priest is only wield*®1’ 
power that all other religious leaders would wield i f 1 
could. Political circumstances in this country also act . 
check upon religious bodies, and force upon them a cer . 
deference to public opinion they would not otherwise 01  ̂
fest. But these circumstances should not blind us *® ^ 
fact that religion, uncurbed by a strong and vigilant se°
power, is one of the greatest disasters that can overtake 
modern State.

tb»

tie
When anyone (the Manchester Guardian says) enter 

service of the Castle Line, founded by tho late Sir ^  
Currie, he is told, after he has signed his contract, tba y 
Company has only one book of instructions, of which a 
is presented to him. It is a Bible. Well now, tb’9 . 
excellent witness to Sir Donald's piety, but there is ^  
thing odd about it for all that. No doubt tho Bible is 
book for sky-pilots. It teaches the art of celestial ¡jj 
tion—for what it is worth. But who ever hoard ^  
helping a sailor to navigate the seven seas ? FaU L to 
captain of a Castle Liner sitting down in an emerge®  ̂
find out what the Company's “ book of instructions 
say about it. He'd lose the ship before he found tb ^  
out of tho difficulty. It is to be presumed, thereforc^y 
the Company make sure of every employee's ®( 
efficiency before they present him with their lioavenly 
of instructions.”

A Cb'*s
Wo daresay the Newark magistrates aro very ^ ô o0 toc,>

tians, but they appear to have much to learn m 
sense and common humanity. Having a wicked c no 
before them in tho shape of a schoolboy cliargod with , 1 
a shilling, which he divided with two “ pals,” they 1 ^
pnon in nrixra+.o nn/iop fho nnw P.liil/lvnn'a Act, bU 01

til»
case in private, under the new Children's ach, joSj i 
case is pretty fully reported in the local Herald tb0 ¿ere°

Wo see that tho Bench ^ ¡¡k  
, tb®This p1publicity is not very great.

the boy to receive three strokes with a birch. ~gai
ment, of course, had to be administered by the pm10 
boy’s bare back. We suppose this is tho CHristia-U ^  
dealing with a small first offender, but it seems J°. j,io5‘ 

Why brand a child in thatJ - . 1. rfoolish and inhuman.
Was there no man with a sound head and

„ {!>»

. befki>;!bench, who could talk to the shivering culprit in a ¡„tli»! 
wise fatherly way ? What a satiro on Christianity * ^  st’ 
after so many hundreds of yoars, Christians s 
believe in the moral efficacy of boating children I

------  - 0r̂
Dr. Horton once more makes an exhibition of kjs ' giiC^ 

and bigotry. “ The Voltaires, tho Didorots, ^ ° ej<jl»'̂ j 
tho Encyclopedists, and tho Materialists,” ho ^QtoW1̂
“ what does man care for thorn?” “ If they aro 1

at all, they aro remembered with 
depreciation." Dr. Horton ought to

a kind of conte
i bo ashamed °

Take Voltaire, and over against “ tho contempt 
ation of this parson, placo tho enthusiastic . ¡0l I 
Lord Holland, Lord Brougham, Victor Hugo, A-orioy’s 
Morley, and even of Macaulay and Carlyle. s ôry ej 
cription of him is splendid : “ Voltaire was tho a o'

bit»'9Í'e»1)

4cription of him is splendid: ■■ vouairu *»»" — 
modern illumination." Who cares for tho Ilamp 
after that ? ______________  of

"ftTho Right Rev. J. J. Grimes, Roman Cathoh 
Christchurch, New Zealand, has an articlo on oBgf 
and Newspapors ” in the Catholic Times. A.

tl)*
• - M “

atnouc j. i/rec.. j]y
publications that tho roverond gontloman ovido ^  
sco suppressed are—“ Nowspapors and 
anti-Christian and sickly pages oithor food the jy 
pride of tho intellect, inculcato a wretchedly 
mentality, and openly or secretly unfold tho -gdioijj0» 
irreligious principles.”  This is tho malignant, c0prC.[,t: 
in which Bishop Grimes seeks to raiso vn k 
against writers who opposo his faith. HomuUiiiuHi, writers wno opposo Ills iaiui- * liaVO 
“ Ho who fights with priosts must oxpcct to 
Dtmo blackened."

1 on tkbThe lato General Kuropatkin, whoso boos .^e 
suppressed in Rqssift, but has just boon puu

life .

“ V
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country in an English translation, frankly admitted that 
the principal thing that gave succoss to the Japanese was 

weir high moral tone.” Holy Russia was beaten in morals, 
'Well as in everything else, by Heathen Japan.  ̂This 

ought to be published in every appeal made for Christian 
hussionary work in Eastern Asia.

Conservatives in tho neighborhood of Aldershot are circu
lating >.A prayer for our Country, 1909,”  in which the 

attention is drawn to “  the feeble position of our 
Â y, and the unsatisfactory standpoint of our Army. Hie 
tuiy Newa calls this “ blasphemous drivel.” So it is. But 
o same may be said of most prayers.

to tax “ all eligible bachelors over the age of thirty-five.” 
But what is an eligible bachelor ? Fancy the poor Chan
cellor of the Exchequer having to decide such a question. 
It ought to be handed over to a committee of ladies; in 
fact, it would be a nice job for some of those who so 
frequently besiege the House of Commons. It seems odd, 
however, that a Catholic paper should support this pro
posal ; or a Protestant paper either, for that matter; for 
the New Testament clearly teaches that celibacy is a higher 
state of existence than marriage. Bachelors and spinsters 
are a lot nearer heaven (according to Jesus and Paul) than 
married people. And the Catholic Church has its celibate 
priests, and monks and nuns. We suggest, then, that the 
taxing of bachelors should begin with tho clergy.

It
toor l'S astonisbi°g h°w anxious the clergy are about tho 
y0 a 8 " y°ung people ”—although they insist on the
otat i ^ eoP̂ e reading a book which contains some of tho most 
the p ous*y filthy passages that were over printed. When 
s;otl t0e Church Council of Camberwell urged on tho exclu- 
foota9° •(. '̂reethinker from the Free Library reading 
t° ^ as the “ young people ” that they were so anxious 
cler, 0 against our “ poison." In tho same way, the 
gainst8 W ^e^en'lam (w££b a Colonel to help them) protest 
interest t 88 ^ aud Allen’s appearance in their town in the 
taen of c  "  y°ung people.” We are glad to see those 
taPpod —Anglican, Presbyterian, and Congregational— 
dent b °Ver knuckles in the local press. One correspon- 
cuti0Bir  ^*at the clergy are always advertising, and exciting 
says th M b ’ Perfor“ ances they don’t approve. Another 
Plenty f “  °y don’t protest against comic operas. “ I saw 
" This "°h c er§y.meni” ho says, “ at the 1 Merry Widow.’ ” 
I cannU 6 coritinuos, “ is the side of a clergyman’s character
o ??n°t understand. TT- ---- ' --- ' -----*-----Oviq He will revel in choice extracts from■i iu uaouio oAUittCua iiuua
- ‘U and H or ace~ ‘stand up"i n \jhuroh and read a |os30nfrom 

Testament that makes a man Borry h.s wife and 
daughters are there to listen to it, yet he wfil lift up his 
0100 against a piece of pure classic dancing.

pMtas C. Brooks, lecture secretary of the Blackpool Socialist 
Jrty. who (with her mother and brother) is a;^ voted  readei 

r, writes ns that she (and they) verj 
«ee the article on -  Socialism and the Churches «  

^columns. “ I  mean to show the article, .says, t
tu ?any of my Socialist acquaintances as possibie. I  agree 
^ e v e r y  word of it. A Socialist parson, who is coming t 
Peak on the sands for us, has sent us in as the subject 
e lecture, ‘ The Lord’s Prayer—the Christian s Aim l 

t ï ’ ”  I am anxious to hoar how he will make a Social»!

at« ? 8 laay- by tho way, having enjoyed our Swinburne 
e W V ays tbat she wishes his books were to bo liadir 
Pow,l ‘tiQns- 0£ course they ought to bo obtainable m o 
lishp * form and at a popular price. Swinburne s pu 
W oZ  ate VPrY much behind the age—at least as far as hi,

are concerned.

t i - e  informed that tho “ Clarion”  Club lias boor 
hecan, out o£ the “  Clarion "  Café premises at Liverpool 
r6h „ ^  many of its members wore not complimentary tc 
Hat(uÎ>an<1 parsons. A leaflet was distributed at tin 
"Waa meeting a short whilo ago, in wine \ 1
cbanBPI°!?d that—“ The twentioth-contury parson has
the the surplice for the frock coat, but he on y w , •
' ,heelPPn0ïîUuity to practise his dearly-beloved trinity—firo

g'bbot.” This loafiet caused a lot of fooling
S o p ,  Christian Socialists. Hence theso tears.

bethinking Socialists will lay to heart tho moral.

iag of a Christian Girl Marry an Atboist ?" is tho hcacP
Bays Ho ,artlcl°  in the Sunday Companion. The writoi
b'oto u? .^Oidedly No. Ho evidently thinks tho wife

,ia y to becomo an Atheist than tho husband In tv.5- v. •ChtiBtian
6,r. . l0,i itself w ’9,110 is Probably right. With regard to tl 
aO i teally in to say two things: (1) if a Christia
sh6 “he Sttn, v° w'th an Atheist, she will never troub 

‘A'ght easily C°ml,anion's view of tho matter ; (2) tin 
" go farther and faro worse.

, ’»titS i 0"

a°der,
Mni "*Ay thm,. wuo miaaic ciais young mou

loltüô » but a^ 8 can toll y °u about Horcul 
° know nothing about Jesus Christ

^au.^tweon in  Saturday Review, dealing with “ tl 
tg0(j you win ¡ f '8m and Catholicism ” iu Italy, agro 
°t ftalv h, tlUd among tho middle class young mouTP5 .abom J  tuousands » 1* —  .. .. ---------  ■ ■ ~

Cr^Wic

I - ’ ivuuuo uvaus vj
y tor tho Church and tho priests.

in ... aPprovoB tho act of tho Watorfo 
a “ ng upon tho Cliancollor of tho Exchequ

We notice that Catholic Opinion speaks after its kind on 
the beatification of Joan of Arc. It pictures her surrounded 
by enemies and not allowed to “ appeal to the Pope against 
the cruel sentence of death by fire.” Not a word about the 
“ cruel sentence ”  having been pronounced by Catholic 
priests and doctors. The petition against her was presented 
by the Bishop of Beauvais, who desired to have her tried by 
an ecclesiastical court for sorcery, impiety, idolatry, and 
magic. The University of Paris joined in the same request. 
Several bishops were appointed her judges, and only one of 
them—the Cardinal of Winchester—was an Englishman. 
These wretches sentenced her to be delivered over to the 
secular arm ; that is, to be burnt alive. Afterwards, by 
way of mercy—the mercy of priests 1—they altered her 
sentence to perpetual imprisonment, and to be fed as long 
as she lived on bread and water. Finally, they reverted to 
the original sentence, and she was burnt alive in the market
place of Rouen, where the clergy stood by and saw her 
perish. Such are the facts. But the Church has always 
known how to pervert or deny them for its own advantage.

Joan of Arc's memory was under a cloud for centuries. 
And who was the first of the moderns who took up the 
gauntlet on her behalf ? As far as we can ascertain, it wa3 
David Hume—the sceptic! In his History o f England ho 
branded her judges as bigots and murderers, and eulogised 
her as “ this admirable heroine, to whom the more generous 
superstition of the ancients would have erected altars.” 
The world owos a great intellectual debt to David Hume. 
For that fine sentence the world owes him a moral debt. 
Hats off to the great Freethinker and Humanitarian!

An inquest was held recently at the Upton Asylum on the 
death of an inmate, named Edw. Rigby, a boot repairer, 
who lived at 19 Market-street, Hoylake, and was forty years 
of age. What led to his death is told as follows in a local 
paper:—

“ The widow, Harriet Rigby, said her husband had 
suffered severely with his liver, and for some time had been 
greatly troubled by bad trade. For four years he had been 
an atheist. On the evening of Saturday, March 14th, he 
commenced to talk about religion, which turn of events she 
thought very strange, and he was annoyed because she would 
not say her grace. Then he tried to make her say ber 
prayers, and knelt by the fire, trying to convince her that 
there was a God. She thought he was going out of his mind, 
and tried to get him to bed, but he would not go. Then he 
said, ‘ As sure as I put my hand in the fire there is a God,’ 
and I want to take you back to Him,' and suiting the word 
to the action be deliberately put his hand in the fire, holding 
it there and burning it badly. He also said, ‘ If you don’t 
believe in God to-night, I will put the other hand in.’ He 
then made her repeat the Apostles’ Creed many times. 
Rigby did not complain of any pain from the burn, saying, 
‘ I don’t care as long as I bring you back to the God I brought 
you from.’ Later, he said his hand was rather badly burnt, 
but ho would not let her touch it or go for assistance, because 
if she did she would ‘ lose her faith in God.’ She stayed 
with him until Wednesday, and then she went for Dr. 
Thompson, but her husband said he was not a Christian, and 
would not see him. Afterwards ho saw Dr. Fierce. Rigby 
was removed to tho asylum on the Thursday.”

Dr. P. W. Powell testified that Rigby’s left hand was exten
sively burnt, that lockjaw set in, and that he died of 
exhaustion, duo to the disoaso. Rigby was suffering from 
mania, no doubt due to worry and his rundown state of 
health. Tho jury roturned a verdict according to the 
medical evidence. It appears, then, that poor Rigby was 
an Atheist while his health was sound and his mind was 
clear ; and that as his body and brain wont wrong he lapsed 
back into religious superstition. His holding his hand in 
tho firo is characteristic of tho fanatical spirit. It feels little 
or no pain, and nothing can stop it but death.

Jesus Christ said, “ Resist not evil ” —“ if one smito thee 
on tho one cheek turn unto him tho other also ”—“ if one 
talco from tlioo thy coat let him have thy cloak also.”  But 
tho Rev. B. M. Kitson, rector of Barnos, does not agree with
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his Lord and Master. He had a tussle with a burglar one 
night, and the man has just gone into five years’ penal 
servitude.

The Catholic Herald rejoices over the rebuke adminis
tered to Hoffmann, a Socialist member of the German 
Reichstag, the other day. Being an outspoken Atheist, he 
“  forgot himself so far ” as to speak of Christians as “  the 
followers of the Nazarene.” Whereupon the President 
called him to order, saying: “ We forbid you to speak in 
such terms of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” And the 
majority of the House applauded. But, all the same, the 
“  cheek ” was on the President’s side. What proper authority 
has he over the religious beliefs and expressions of the 
members in a political assembly ? Besides, Hoffmann's 
phrase was perfectly correct.

Here is a fresh argument against Secular Education. 
Mr. George Radford, in the Daily News, argues that the 
Bible should be kept in the schools because “ it appeals as 
nothing else can to the poorest intellect and the weakest 
will.”  We think this is quite true—as far as it goes. But 
it doesn’t seem much of a certificate for the Blessed Book.

George Young, of 9 Brook-street, Williamstown, Penygraig, 
Rhondda Valley, is alleged to have been mortally wounded 
by his younger brother, Sidney Young, in .a quarrel. The 
latter is under arrest. The mother, between her sobs, told 
an Evening Express representative that “ the boys were the 
best of friends, attended church regularly, and read their 
Bibles.” And much good it did them.

Rev. John Silvester Davies, of Adelaide House, Forty-hill, 
Enfield, left ¿£35,069. Another proof of the text that 
“ godliness is great gain.”

11 Take up thy cross and follow me,”  said Jesus. Rev. 
Charles Walter Payne Crawfurd, of Ardmillan, East Grin- 
stead, Sussex, did so, we suppose,—and left ¿£118,323. We 
shouldn’t mind carrying a cross like that ourselves. We’d 
bear up under it somehow. And wouldn’t we make Free- 
thought hum 1 The clergy would hate us worse than ever 
then.

Canon Banks told a dreadful story to the Salisbury 
Diocesan Synod. The Church of England had just missed 
a million of money. A very rich man was going to give that 
sum to the Church, but “ owing to the lack of organisation 
and method in its financial affairs there was nobody to 
receive it, and consequently it went elsewhere.” Fancy, 
money—all that money—going elsewhere ! It is enough to 
send a whole battalion of the Black Army to the lunatic 
asylum.

Sir Frederick Wills, tho Tobacco King, who died in 
February, loft estate of the net value of ¿2,916,649. He 
was an extremely pious gentleman, and gave a good deal of 

• money to religions objects. No one troubled about, or oven 
noticed, the incongruity between his Christian profession 
and his worldly practice. To believe in the gospel of 11 blessed 
be yo poor ” and “ woo unto you rich,” and at tho same time 
to heap up a colossal fortune, seems quits tho proper thing 
to do—if you can only do it.

There are two ways of minimising Swinburne’s heresy. 
Tho first is to call it riotous, if musical, nonsense. That is 
the moro orthodox method. The other is to say that he 
was a great poot who poured scorn on Christianity, but that 
he did not injure its essenco. That is tho method employed 
by papers like tho Edinburgh Evening News. “ Never,” our 
contemporary says, “ did tho spirit of revolt break forth in 
such a consuming fire of scorn. Yet the scorn consumes 
nothing essential to Christianity. It may scorch externals, 
organisations, which grow old like all things human, vested 
nterests, which may becomo a bondage. Tho bouI of 

genuine Christianity remains unscathed.” Essential Chris
tianity ! Genuine Christianity 1 Why those adjectives ? 
Christianity ought to stand as a substantive. It appears 
that tho only thing essential to Christianity is the name. 
The flag at the masthead is tho great thing. Never mind 
the cargo in the hold. Change that as often as you like.

When tho two latest Whitechapel murderers wero sen
tenced to death, one exclaimed, “ God curso overyono in 
this court,” whilo the other cried, “  Oh, motbor, mother 
dear, help me. Set mo free.”  Both utterances camo from 
tho depths—of naturo and superstition. Man s cry for 
“  Mother ’’ in his trouble is so natural. It is said that oven

the mighty Napoleon, at St. Helena, would sometimes ink,1 
disturbed sleep call upon “ Ma mère.” The caged eagk, ' 
his misery, longed to lay his head on the bosom of 11 ̂  
mother—the one woman he had always loved and reverend 
—as he had done when a boy on tho other island of Com* 1 
And that other cry to “ God ” from the prisoners’ dock «1® 
trates the truth that man always uses the name of his yel ' 
in cursing bis enemies. Even the vulgar swearing cock® J 
says “ Gawd blast yer,” mechanically.

A working-man reader of tho Freethinker, being an Atke*j 
and having a daughter eleven years of age, who keeps ass1» 
him questions “ as to the Why and Wherefore of this Pla . . 
and ourselves,” thought the best way to answer her was l 
a start) to give her Clodd’s Childhood o f the World; 80 .j 
bought a copy, but before giving it to his daughter he tb0®0̂  
he would look through it himself. To his astonishment 
found the book larded with pious expressions, which be 8 J 
he was very far from expecting in a work written *0̂  
leading Rationalist. He copies out a number of these P , 
expressions, and we confess that they astonish us too i . . 
as being written at all by Mr. Clodd,—secondly, as « £ 
quite unnecessary (even if sincerely meant) in a scie® . 
treatise. Our correspondent, who hails from G la sg o w ,^  
people are pretty thorough, one way or another, is 
indignant, and says some things which we won’t quote. ^  
be winds up satirically by saying that the Childhood CJ, „ 
World “ ought to be put in all tho Camberwell Free Libra*1

Can it be that Mr. Clodd wroto this little book a k j  
many years ago, before he became a leading Rationalist 
forgot to bring it up to date in the 1904 edition ?

A correspondent sends us a cutting from the 
Daily Netvs, relating how the Rev. J. E. Snyder, of ^ ci\ 
Episcopal Church, one of tho leading figures in ovan„ , 
work, started soul-saving amongst the female baud g 
factory belonging to the Chicago Copy Company. ,vitb
women were ready for him. They bombarded hi® t̂fr 
questions, and gavo him no opportunity for Pr.eiLto9 
According to tho newspaper report, they subjected l111̂  ¿¡d 
good quizzing. The reverend gentleman thought 
remarkably well, but he appears to have mado a 
mess of it. One young woman asked him " . pro-
God?" Before he could start answering—which if
bably lucky for him—another young woman askod i9 
God was responsible for sin. He replied, “ No; 
responsible for sin.” Another girl asked him “ "■̂ jjougb? 
Satan?” The reverond gentleman soems to havo ^«d 
discretion the better part of valor at that point. No  ̂$  
the question, and came up smiling for tho next- $  
need not follow him farther. Ho was no match ^  
band of young womon all bent on business. In â5.' ¡b0̂  
much like a classic gentleman whoso pieces wore d® 
on the Thracian mountains.

. /-itifiS«

f tThe Rev. Dr. Guusaulus says that tho question ® 
asks her minister is not “ What can I do to bo save 

What can I do for my hysteria ?” Wo aro ploas°” \A° 
that people are growing so intelligent. For in a ve 
number of cases tho first question does indicato hys‘  .fjo11 
worse. There is nothing moro unwholesomothau t kj 
who is always worrying round, concerned as to vm ^ o 
or sho is saved, or whether tlioy stand any Sroa*i.,j|0 
being lost. Morally sound pooplo trouble as h“ gj#t0? 
their salvation as does a healthy porson about tn . 
his digestive organs. If Christians talked less a ^  gaii® 
soul's welfare, most of them would bo bettor w°rc0urS® ’j 
than thoy aro under present circumstances.  ̂tj>
suits clergymon that pooplo should cultivato tho »e 
they aro spiritually diseased, becauso without 1 (
their occupation would bo gono. But at best tb °^  gbê  
moro or loss hysterical in character, and at giof̂ t 
hypocrisy. Peoplo who boliovo thoy aro miser® ĵtk0̂  
aro usually tho revorso, and those who say 1 reIigl° 
believing it find their hypocrisy no bar to the 
salvation.

. I' ip-
‘ J. B.,” of tho Christian World, says that relig® pjpjve1A

us at home in our Universo, as essentially a
it.”ready to bless us as far as wo will let

goodness of tho Universe is a figment of tho p10 ^ious ^
tion. The Uni verso is neither good nor 
indifferent. If wo aro to got a living from, her,1 . i y>c hi’
strugglo against innumerable foos and gain P®r 'ftCc0^.' 
over them. Sho nover blessos us of her own  ̂ o' ^
she will destroy us tho moment wo ceaso to ta > v
selves. Sho has no moro regard for us than i0 
bopeath our feet.
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements
Sunday May 2, Alexandra Hall, Islington-squaro, Liverpool: at 

’ “ The Moral Failure of Christianity ” ; at 7, “ A Searchlight 
011 the Bible.”

9, Aberdare.

To Correspondents.

,1. G. W aikeb says : “ I am a three and a-half years’ reader of 
the Freethinker and 1 like it better every week.”  The rest of 
this correspondent’s letter, re Clodd’s book, is dealt with in 
another column.

K. C. C.—Quite right to make Shilling Month postal order pay
able to G. W. Foote.

C. J.—Acknowledged as per instructions. Thanks.
G. R. H arkeb. sending 20, hopes the “  5,000 shilling fund ” will 

be completed.
H . L aker.—You have ideas, but your verse3 are wanting in 

technical skill.fp '
'p President's H onorarium F und : Annual Subscriptions.— 

reviously acknowledged, £175 7s. Received since. —
Rrry Organ, 2s.; “  Firenze,” per W. Hcaford. 10s.; Dr. R. T. 

mchols, £5 . C- £ 1 . M- giiberman. 19s.; D. D. B., £2 2s.; 
»' i,- ^iUiamson, 3s., Ernest (Rotherhithe), 3s.; L. B. G., Is.;

W,

A t, x" mlIisun, cs., nirnesi, ;xvociiermi,uei, os.; u. x>.
In . ? uP°°k, 2s. 6d. ; Mr. and Mrs. Sproul, 5s.; F. M. 

3 ■ Joseph Bevins, £ 1.
A.,

„J?- —¿et us hope better times are coming. Wo are still
J4ab>e to work hard.
^ s- Thomson.—You are right; the cause progresses every way.
A M ^0TLEY-—“ The best of health ” is the best of wishes, 
jj pU:D°NALD.—See paragraph. Thanks.

®*inbuS—®̂ ad y°u “ enjoyed immensely” our articles on

Week '̂ rcada “ the dear old Freethinker with avidity every

an4sL!lBĈ  —Pleased to hear from “ an old convert ” of ours, 
BAv,d *lanka for good wishes.

min̂  The secret lies in the perversion of the child's
the co f mt 33 wkY the clergy fight, not for education, but for 
keen v ol education. Burns, from whom you quote that

S. CnRTJ rS°' Tnite understood it.
IVeg. la'~T^r. Foote means to make an effort to lecture in the

T. ' rS faF down 8,9 Plymouth, next season.
Aberdare51̂ Yi"—Pkad ke pleased to see Merthyr friends at

the nltn'VERVII'I'E s.a>’s l’ ’3 subscription is “  small compared with 
”  sure and instruction ”  he gets from the Freethinker.T. p

AWcktt __Tu i u°Ur friend w6 nope trade will revive, as predicted. Many of 
W. M h qS are *n 4o° "  l°w water ” to subscribe as they wish to. 

Wur wish Heroes will be issued shortly. We note
b&ve fonn\ t?r. Wrtker articles by “ Abracadabra.” Glad you 

J. S.—.jj ,, *1'S i°urnal 30 “  valuable.”
?c°ura Hamlet ” soliloquy that Swinburne referred to 

j  'nform a<»ahist *V> ?,cene 4> beginning “  How all occasions do

kelievê p̂e11: '- ^ Glasgow doctor called Jamiescn did, we 
^bating w'n -̂iW’ ĥ Charles Watts. We never heard of his 
? 'asgow wi'tln̂ usuries Bradlaugh. If he says that he debated in 

t n̂gersoll no , Colonel Ingersoll, he takes tliecake from Ananias. 
“°Ss Granqj, 6r sPoke on this side of the Atlantic.

'f°rth all E'7 Pleased you regard the articles on Swinburne as 
, ^ents are 8?blscription to Shilling Month. Your compli
A' 8. Vicker Ut' as coming from a good judge.

“ afes’a meeti'~^e " ote y°ur accidental running across Mr. 
ĵ and courage at Bincoln, and your appreciation of his ability

to B..
,, ruin vrm understand that the bigots would soon try 
¿ ° ught as yon th°y knew- You are right in helping Free- 

only object Prudence is a virtue as well as courago. 
' Kiston.. " ’

- . » m u c u ^ c  ia ib v u i u u  u s
to those who are all prudence.

®ct ior jhg1 any mQjg’ ag you gayt would respond i 
J311 ‘udoience but- as yon also say, they might
ttoRwT.,— now and then._Tii ----

A v '°'e year_» 10 President’s Honorarium Fund
t>

f it were 
ght oonquer

; open the
BEACON

p i n k e r  .
Win n'n8 s fjrg(. fy,10111) 81x years’ and it is now my Thursday 
this t8ad them W ’ k give my old copies to anyone who 

Cav. Vll*age rKinpi We kave s'x regular readers of the paper in 
aCa* 8AM._j1‘LeCkn°y. near Leicester].”
the y, Mr- Washi/i l<ion Hire*tigator was dropped somo years 

. W & b r S ' f e , ’  vas editing it, now contributes to
V v n  eth°nght ]paper'°rk\  Plea8ed y°u rceard oul'3 as the

C a U u t 1 haVe b°en a constant reader of the

» S e S j '- n .

Paper you have over seen, 
glad to s en !u?e. t,ko compliments arc- —— wwuiuiuuguiiB mu dfiscrvod, and

_^  le 8°od wish os realised.
Hyp41'*15.''-Ther6 ' ’08tcard *dea is under consideration, 
know« a"th°uni10 r  n.°, more facts than you have concerning 
her v,. n°vel in wv,;°i , v' Charles Kingsley wrote a well- 
^ctum116' Pleaspfl i >  made her figure, and called it after 
becotj. 9 80 much, vj hear you enjoyed our St. James’s Hall 
eongt̂  a Christian ”6 n ”  Tuite believe that yon will “  never 
5ayinn ■ Pre6thinWo. Uur experience is that women make 
V L 18’ The onlv They very BeIdom “  rat ”-a s  the 

*i‘. 9aci„ Sant, and j-af° reversion we recollect is that of 
'°Urnal°N reP°rta tl, l n0t g0 back to Christianity. 

p,&f hig n fhe rearim ' e kaa Ra*ned permission to place this 
’ B*aav n exPenso fable of the Mossley Labor Club
Glad v'^Hever mi  ̂ " °  tkank k‘m f°r his effort.

A 8tlefit30!? lhink von I'10 SIZ0 ’ 4110 Sood w‘ll is the cliiof thing. 
' G. p e°e'ved thrnn ,!!0 118 “  a big debt for pleasures and “ so T Y3ton_  _ ‘ nr°ugh readinc the' 80 nj”5101». ‘be S«hsj ¿.P'easufp1 f cn4;. Clad this journal lias given you 

’ badge useful enl'8htenment.” Also that you find

T. M. M osley.—It is gratifying (in a way, of course) to hear that 
of all the advanced papers you take the Freethinker is the only 
one you read from cover to cover. Your arguments are sound 
enough. Certainly it must have been a deluded man who cried 
out “  My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken m e?” God 
asking himself why he had forsaken himself would be a panto
mime. You will see what we have to say on your last point in 
due course. We note you agree that there is “  too much 
Jesus ”  at Socialist meetings.

Cousin J ackay (Penzance) writes: “ I owe you much, be good 
enough to accept a small instalment of the debt, as a contribu
tion to your Shilling Month. Superstition is getting its back to 
the wall, here in the Far West; and saintly halos are only kept 
bright by a liberal application of Brass Polish. ‘ Sweet are the 
uses of advertisement.’ Our local weekly has hit it with a 
current series entitled : ‘ Who’s Who in Modern Methodism,1 
with a portrait and biographic credentials. Every portrait to 
date has the most seraphic smirk a cab-horse ever shied at! ”

G. H. Southern.—We do intend to keep this journal “  free from 
political matter.” We are not allowing the discussion of 
Socialism, but the discussion of the policy and proceedings of 
Christians in general, and the Christian clergy in particular, in 
relation to it. You yourself fall into the very error you warn 
us against. You deprecate the discussion of Socialism in our 
columns—and quite rightly if we were allowing that; and then 
you go on to extol the superiority of Individualism. You see 
it requires a cool head to hold the reins in these matters—and 
we hope we have it.

N ew R eader (Plymouth).—Pleased to hear that a “ friend”  
introduced you to Freethought and this journal, a ad that you 
now value both. The Ingersoll “ Life ” is as beautiful a3 you 
say.

G. Davey.—Wo could have wished a more precise reference, but 
thanks for what you send. We are really glad that it was a 
woman—Mrs. Watts-Dunton—who protested most warmly 
against the man of God’s action at Swinburne’s funeral.

W. D odd.—Mr. Moss deserves all the praise you give him for his 
bold stand against the bigoted enemies of the Freethinker on the 
Camberwell Borough Council. Your suggestion shall be con
sidered.

W. P. B all.—Many thanks for cuttings.
G. R oleffs.— Thanks for cuttings.
F. E. H ill .—Shall be pleased to see the “ strong contingent” 

from Cardiff at Aberdare.
H. W. S. Maithews.—Pleased that you and your friend were so 

“ delighted” with the “ God and Humanity”  lecture at St. 
James’s Hall, and that your friend is now “ an ardent reader 
of the Freethinker." Your suggestion may be useful on another 
occasion.

J. W illiamson.—We have read your letter and enclosures with 
interest and amusement. Paper shall be sent as desired. Glad 
you find it “ improves with age.”

J. J. H anks.—Thanks for cuttings.
M uch correspondence, practically all Tuesday morning's, stands 

over till next week through sheer lack of space.
Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addresse 

to 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.
Orders for literature should be sent to the Manager of the 

Pioneer Press, 2 NewcaBtle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C., 
and not to the Editor.

T he Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing 
offioe, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:—One year, 
10s. 6d .; half year, 5s. 3d. ; three months, 2s. 8d.

Sugar Plums.
ii Tho enclosed chcquo for £2 is a contribution to tho 

Freethinker." Thus ran a brief note in an unknown hand 
“ for Mr. G. Meredith.” The cheque bore the unmistakeable 
personal siguaturo of Mr. George Meredith. We wrote to 
Mr. Morodith at once, pointing out that it was our custom to 
acknowledge all subscriptions in the Freethinker itself, 
eithor directly or by initials or pseudonym, according to 
instructions. Mr. Meredith replied himself on April 23 (tho 
most Bacred day in tho English calendar—Shakespeare's 
birthday and deathday) : “  Dear Mr. Footo,—Gifts of money 
should be unsigned contributions. But, as a question of 
supporting your paper, my name is at your disposal.” 
Coming from the man of all the living world whoso genius 
and character wo most rovero, this little lettor is far more 
valuablo than tho biggest subscription.

Tho special courso of Sunday evening lectures at tho 
beautiful now St. James’s Hall, iu Great I'ortland street, 
London, W., has been a decided success. Tho audiences
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continually improved, the last being more than 50 per cent 
larger than the first. The body of the hall did not look so 
full, but that was owing to so many people showing a prefer 
ence for the spacious balcony. Mr. Foote’s last lecture was 
on “ The Religion of Shakespeare.” For over an hour and a 
half the audience listened with that breathless attention 
which is the highest compliment a speaker can receive 
There was occasional laughter at jokes, and occasional 
applause, with a great outburst of enthusiastic cheering at 
the end, but the prevailing note was one of fascinated 
interest. Mr. F. A. Davies, the chairman, invited questions 
and discussion. Several questions were dealt with, and one 
lady spoke for ten minutes—very wide of the subject.

There is little room for doubt that if Mr. Foote could get 
a St. James’s Hall, or one as good, for every Sunday night 
during the winter, he would succeed in crowding it. 
large expenditure for rent and advertising would soon be 
covered by the payment for seats. Freethought and its 
leading speakers have never yet had a proper chance in 
London. The party must see that they have it in the early 
future.

Mr. Foote lectures for the newly reorganised Liverpool 
Branch to-day (May 2). He hopes to see at the Alexandra 
Hall a big rally of the local “ saints ” bent on union and 
harmony under the old flag, and on a vigorous fight against 
superstition beneath its folds. Mr. Foote’s subjects will bo : 
“ The Moral Failure of Christianity ” and “ A Searchlight on 
the Bible.” Alexandra Hall is not as large as the halls he has 
been lecturing in lately at Liverpool, so that those who want 
to secure seats at these lectures should provide themselves 
with tickets of admission (there can be no charge at the 
doors) forthwith. These are obtainable (Is. and 6d. each) 
of the Branch secretary, Mr. Chas. Daw, 57 Sunbury-road, 
Anfield ; also of D. Spiers, 24 Kensington; T. Green, 202 
Molynenx-road; G. Crooks, 153 Islington; D. Jones, 49 
Grove-street ; W. Johnson, 123 Empress-road ; and J. 
Hammond, 99 Belmont-rond.

Tea will bo provided at the Alexandra Hall at 8d. per head 
for the accommodation of visitors from a distance. The 
function will take place between the afternoon and evening 
lectures. ____

The Liverpool Branch is having a public Dinner in honor 
of tho N. S. S. President on the Saturday evening (May 1) at 
the Bee Hotel, St. John’s-lano. Time, 6 o’clock. Tickets 
(2/3) are obtainable, if any are left, of the secretary, Mr. 
Chas. Daw, 57 Sunbury-road, Anfiold.

Tho Bethnal Green Branch starts evening loctures, in 
addition to the afternoon lectures, to day (May 2) in Victoria 
Park. Mr. Cohen is tho lecturer. East London “  saints ” 
will please note. _ _ _

The North London Branch begins outdoor propaganda to
day (May 2) at Parliament Hill Fields, Hampstead. Mr. A. 
B. Moss opens tho ball with an aftornoon lecture at 3.30.

The secretary of tho Newcastlo-on-Tyno Branch asks us 
to announce that a public debato on Christianity v. Secu
larism, between tho Rev. A. Graham Barton and Mr. C. 
Cohen, takes place in the Town Hall, Bishop Auckland, on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, May 4 and 5. Reserved seat 
tickets (Is.) can bo had from Mr. II. B. Dodds, 243 Now- 
oastle-street, Byker, Newcastlo-on-Tyno. Frionds going over 
from Newcastle should communicate with Mr. Dodds, with 
a view to getting cheap railway tickets for a party of not 
less than ten. _ _ _

South Wales friends, who have been freely inquiring, aro 
notified that Mr. Foote’s lectures at Aberdaro noxt Sunday 
(May 9) will bo delivered in tho Now Public Hall. Tho 
afternoon subjoct (at 2.30) is “ Tho Moral Failuro of Chris
tianity ” —tho evening subjoct (at G.15) is “ God and 
Humanity.” ____

A correspondent writing from a place near Swansea 
informs us that ho was introduced to tho Freethinker a fow 
weeks ago, and his great regret is that ho did not know of 
it before. His verdict on tho paper is “  good intellectual 
food.”  Ho thinks he will bo ablo to bring twenty-eight 
friends ovor to hear Mr. Footo locturo at Abordaro.

June 8 is tho hundredth anniversary of Thomas I’aino's 
death, and tho National Secular Society is organising a 
centenary celebration at St. James’s Hall, Groat Portland- 
street, London, W. Tho list of spoakors is being mado as 
representative as possiblo. It alroady includes Mr. Herbert

Burrows, Mrs. Bradlaugh-Bonner, Mr. George Greenwood 
M.P., Mr. C. Cohen, Mr. J. T. Lloyd, and Mr. G. W. Foote- 
Other names will probably be announced next week. Mr- 
M. Robertson was invited, but he had a prior political en
gagement which he could not cancel.

The Annual Conference of the National Secular Social 
will be held on Whit-Sunday at Liverpool. The busing 
sessions, morning and afternoon, will take place in 
Alexandra Hall. The evening public meeting will be b 
in the Tivoli Theatre. Notices of motion for the Confer®11® 
Agenda must be sent in to the general secretary, Miss E- •** 
Vance, 2 Newcastle-street, London, E.C., by May 8 at t  ̂
latest. The financial year closes on April 30. B r a n c h e s  
the N. S. S. should be making arrangements to be represent® 
at the Conference. Individual members from any part of 
country will also be very welcome.

Mr. Joseph Bates visited Kirton again on TuesOT 
April 20, and the place was in an uproar. He spoke 
nearly an hour amidst disorder and interruption. An o” 
(fortunately fresh) struck him full in tho face. A 
struck the same mark. The dear good civilised Chris*18 
followed him to the station armed with sticks and o* 
weapons, and had he not been protected by friends the o 
sequences might have been serious. As it was, he ^ 
struck by an old bucket and some large stones. 
Christites threatened to finish him next time. Thnrsd 
meeting at Peterborough was spoiled by the rain. EoB 
audiences on Sunday were large and orderly, and the A 
thinker went well.

Messrs. Whitehouse & Co., in subscribing to Sb>9  ̂
Month, refer to their advertisement which has been ap" 
ing in our columns. “ We are pleased,” they say, “ ' l̂t aDj 
venture. It has paid its way and shown a fair pron*- ^  
so far as the Freethinker is concerned we think that 1 j 
advertisement is followed up with reliable goods it ca ¡jj 
help but bo a success. Wo think our name will ho 0 
pages for a long time to come.” This ought to enco 
other business readers of tho Freethinker to send us a ^  
advertisement. We aro really surprised that more d 
avail themselves of the “ Business Cards ” column.

(idOtiMr. Henry Jessop, writing on behalf of Messrs, u 
Jessop and Son, Ltd., of Batloy, who havo boon a^v°r.c(l 1°
in our "Business Cards” column, says: “ la m  r-- <

- - - - - -  - resultinform you that wo are quito satisfied with the 
advertisement in tho Freethinker. We have secai6iithtfifi
number of very good customers who aro well pl°aL |.rSci« 
clothing supplied. To mo, sir, it is a real pleasure to ji 
with Freethinkers, and to know thoy aro satisfied 8 ,
is different with ----- .” But wo had better stop. ’
want is to draw attention to tho fact that good, 
advertisements in tho Freethinker may pay.

Shilling Month.
FIFTH LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS. wr ‘

Figures after the names of subscribers indicato the 
shillines they send. No number means one sbu11shillings they send. No number means one bu—- ...¡jo»’" 

R. Gibbon, 4 ; J. Martin, 2 ; A. H. Doacon, 2 ; AVD* ¡e, 3> 
and Co., 10 ; Uncle Sam, 2J ; Harry Organ; C. Mch u0y ® 
W. P. Smith, 2 ; R. T. N., 10; Cousin Jaoky, 2 <_ ^ ft0 -

Atneisc, u ; j . a . lucurorio; lx. r. JtiarKor, v i 
C. C., 10; Blackhcath, 2 ; J. F. Williamson, 2 ;
E. G., 20; W. M. H. C. B., 4 ; J. G. Dobson, 2 ; J ct>K 
2 ; Ernest (Rotherhitho), 2 ; T. J. Thurlow, 2; T- 
5 ; M. do Backer, 3; H. Good, 6 ; A. H., 2; E. » ’ , L 
5 ; Com., 2 ; L. B. G.; Collection at Mr. Foo*b® ̂  
James’s Hall Lccturo, 34 j ; C. H„ 2; S. Hicks, S > 2; .
(2nd sub.), 2 ; E. J. Baskorvillo, 5 ; T. W. LamWr ^ g, “ 
Lambert; Rd. Harris ; E. Kirton, 5 ; J. E. S., » 'ctok^'l 
2 ; John Grange, 10 ; V. Whitty, 2 ; A. S. W .; E- /pgatf19, 
A. J. Notloy; Jos. Wilson ; F. J. Voisoy, 2 !
2 ; Two Devonport Dockyard Mon, 2 ; David
S. Salisbury, 10 ; Atheist, 5 ; W. II. B., 2 ; H®“^jd 
00; H. W. S. MatthowR, 5 ; T. M. Brown, 2 ; «
3 ; F. C. W .; C. E. Watson ; W. Horner, 2 ;
1. Fishor, 2 ; Mr. and Mrs. Simpson, 2.J ; i < \
Ja«. Stewart; Mr. and Mrs. Sproul, 5 ; Jas. Ba< p9uk'j 
I.o Marguand and Friend, 2 ; J. Tomkins, 2 ; ^
G. Faulkner, 2 ; W. P. Britton and Wife, 5 ; ” • \
Hammond, 5 ; Joseph Bevins, 5 ; F. M. A., 10 ! j{3,
ford Frionds, 8 : W. Robortsou, 2 ; William Hor™' k3, U jj, 
Capon, junr., Wifo, and Daughter, 10; T. vV- , 2 < ’ 
Cromack, 2|; .1. B. Palphroymau, 2J; H. Davvsou.
W. S .; Jacob I’rimroso, 5.
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Made in Heaven.

Reference was made recently in “ Acid Drops ” to 
tj9nten Pastoral Letter of the Catholic Bishop of 
alloWay) in which he called upon the faithful to 
Dn those who are guilty of “ foul concubinage ” by 

tr y in g  outside the Catholic Church. To Free- 
mkers, of course, such an insinuation of the im- 
°rality of marriage “ outside the Church ” would 

ppeal principally perhaps to their sense of the 
^ ICul°ns> mingled may be with a feeling of resent- 

nt at the presumptuous interference of the priest 
¡at̂ R018̂  *nst*tutions. But what is to be said of the 
p e.®ctnal degradation of those to whom it was 
thft81 ■ address such a Letter, to whom it was as 
toe fk'Ce God himself ? “ Whom God hath joined 
labf her let not man put asunder.’ ’ What incalcu- 
Scrf f v°° . have some of these oft-quoted texts of 
8ocial R10’ -*n ^ands ^he priest, played with 

gQ happiness and individual peace of mind, 
of M*16 t6W weehs ago we commented upon a novel 
*OVe i V 09eph Hooking's, in which the Methodist 
in tbj ntterly repudiates the teaching of Scripture 
nni0nS,rnâ er> a«d consummates a happy conjugal 
read . ^ween atheism and faith. We have since 
^hnrsf71 > con8'^erable interest Mrs. E. Temple 
^hich ° \ 8- ?~rajfic> a n°vel of Irish peasant life, 
happv <:xaihits in marked contrast to Mr. Hocking’s 
theCR188??’ jnrious and degrading result of
the aimr i 8 *ieaching on marriage, as enforced upon 
h^ntar  ̂ 0 m’n<̂  hy the priest. And as a oom- 
it taavy ° Qf tlie? ‘8h°P Calloway's Pastoral Latter, 
P^estlv inopportune to notice the effect of
PortravpaDuUence nPon Irish life and character, as 
ofthejjQ • ^ r8, Thurston. Because, the history
to the rnlr01ne’ an^ the consequences of her adherence 
?QSioient *n  ̂ Priest *n affair8 of the heart is a

socini C0naemnation of the Church’s interference 
Altho ?latlonships.

6he lives’ i f8 aily, and to the villagers among whom 
Peasant V daughter of John Troy, an Irish 
8pring of artn0r> Nanno Troy is in reality the off- 
wished fnan English artist whom her mother had 
8he grows u ef i anSi0 in the matrimonial bond. As 
®howe itself3’ ® Hereditn,fy influence of her parentage 

conpRr,f1-n 00r Physical form and bearing ; while 
f l a n ’s ua 1CJn8 Hfo’s possibilities, from the 
Iaeas 0{ r 3al standpoint, is vastly superior to the 
^atrimonv 6r companions, whose notions of
^irooojp f r° hmited to the low level of their social 
CePtion8 0f “ at over and above all her ideal con
i''0  ̂ asuirnf;i e ai?  ̂ affinity, dominating her views 
.nflaeiiCQ ‘f , ns> 18 the soul-killing teaching and 
° a°cept 0 phurch, which she had been taught 

, A- mental • ^  question.
0 her portinrta-0i better things than was likely to 
e®ting tyHi 18 awakened in her by the casual

ATa°iidav xpifu11 English gentleman, who is spending 
^r. Je—-? Wlttl Some TricKn; 1 6rnine}m,v, 7 . irisn iriends in the d

With £,nri’- tl!0 gentleman in quostion, ia uu- 
ing Nnn„ 1,n “ and in the opening of a hedge,

WhVfu9 PictureV^f h th<3 ?attle home ° f an 0venin6 !
Sen •tae natur l 1 100 ^lr seems so much in unison 
tin,!100 of the n ,8.uf.rounding8 as to suggest the pos
es0 ̂ ith  her t o ^ 18̂ 10 temperament. His conversa- 
infUe an ;n| nds to confirm this impression, and 
X > > v v  gi!0raet  ln her life and prospects. Th~ 
6ornCt 8he has n . anno a glimpse into a world i 
>0 » 0p°w feels >j0l-^0r. P.art nor lot, but whioh sh

m
she 

move 
am a

*11 "  leels uul *ut, uuii nuiu
fê  ? enjoy. m, °ro intended that she should 
e0vb a^8 later i° 00Partnre of Mr. Jerningh 

Ihe*111101̂  °f h e r , ;?  ^6r commonPlace8e0cu!\c*o'Vry ohff°0.iS, attracted hy the two-hundred- 
a yonp^hy by an ° her parents, and animated 
be <, 0 8 farmer ns*1131?18̂  Pa98ion f° r her person, is 
apiritcjt’ieal 0f ned Jamesy Ryan, who is said to 
hrî  00 refusal to .̂r‘8h farming life.” Nanno’s 0atpr fat the wor«f<iU108C0 'n ^his “ arrangement” 
hiatal v.ian  ̂ in nrR Matures of her mother’s coarse 

ffiotness sh°r ̂ °i kr0ak th° girl’9 spirit, with 0 toll? her the circumstances of

her birth, and her charitable dependence on the man 
who is supposed to be her father. If her feelings 
towards her selected husband had only been those 
of indifference, the compulsion to marriage would 
not have been so distasteful to her, but she abhorred 
Jamesy for the evil of his nature. “ To be the wife 
of Jamesy Ryan; to share his life, his fortune, his 
bed with him ; both her body and mind shrank, like 
a frightened child, from the idea.”

In her despair she goes to confession, and inti
mates her wish to become a nun. The priest, 
guessing that such a spasmodic desire was prompted 
by some unpleasant circumstance in her life, bids 
her go back to her parents— and her fate. In due 
time she is sacrificed to the avarice and lust of Mr. 
Jamesy Ryan. Says Mrs. Thurston :—

“  Marriage in Ireland is a mercenary affair, and the 
solicitor is the most important factor concerned. Com
pared with a burial, a wedding in Ireland is as a rush
light to a bonfire. There is perhaps no country in the 
world where a sympathy with human nature is more 
wanting, more extinct. To an Irishman his women are 
little more than beasts of burden—cattle upon the land 
he loves.”

All Nanno’s fears are more than justified. Her 
lord and master, when once his animal passions have 
been gratified, spends the months in liquifying the 
marriage dowry at the public-house, and cultivating 
the intimacy of a voluptuous widow, of the name of 
Mrs. Doran, whom he shamelessly introduces into 
his own home. Quite unintentionally his wife dis
covers them misconducting themselves in the 
kitchen, and for thus “ spying ” upon him he so 
brutally ill-uses her that she is confined to bed for 
some weeks. When she sufficiently recovers, she 
again goes to confession, telling the priest of her 
husband’s misconduct and her own wish to leave 
him. Again she hears the authoritative voice of 
the Church—

“ Go back to your husband, Nanno, and God’ll show 
you some way to do the right thing, the first moment 
yo outer the door.”

It was these last words of the priest that brought 
her to her decision. “ God would show her some 
way to do the right thing.” Whether it was that 
the priest had forgotten to inform God of the cir
cumstance, or whether after being told it had 
escaped His mind, certain it is that something went 
wrong with the fulfilment of the prognostication. 
How admirably God and the priest attended to the 
business in hand we will let Mrs. Thurston tell.

“  Arrived at home the place seemed deserted. There 
was no light in the kitchen, and even the fire in the 
grate had died down to one little speck of red. The 
door was open ; yet still she believed; waiting for the 
sign.

Silently she movod across to the fire, thinking that 
sho might mako it up for Jamesy’s return ; and then at 
that moment a sign was given—hurled at hor by the 
force of God.

Her foot kicked against a chair, making a noise 
which however slight sounded disproportionately in tho 
surrounding stillness. She heard the murmur of 
Jamesy's voice coming from the bedroom, the door of 
it oponed stealthily, and Mrs. Doran, her hair scattered 
over her shoulders, stood peering into tho uncertain 
light.

God had shown her the sign—that was all she could 
think—God had shown her tho sign. With a cry that 
sho smothered with her hand, she ran out of the room 
into the yard—out of the yard into the field, and on 
and on until she reached the night.”

After the birth— and death— of her infant child, 
which took place in the maternity hospital at Cork, 
she finds hor way to London and procures a situation 
as waitress in a restaurant. Her appearance is 
greatly in hor favor, and she soon becomes an adept 
at hor work. But the hand of fate— the subtle 
and disastrous influonoo of the priest —  villain
like, still pursues her. Being sent by her employers 
to assist at a private dinner, it so happens that Mr. 
Jorningham is one of the guests. Learning from his 
hostess how sho came to be officiating at her table, 
ho seeks Nanno out and renews her acquaintance. 
Knowing nothing of her marriage and its results,
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and being a bachelor of bohemian tendencies, he 
feels no compunction in trying to impart some joy 
and interest into her life ; and she, feeling its 
loneliness, quietly accepts his attentions. She 
proves an agreeeble companion in the little excur
sions he plans for her benefit, rising to the occasion 
as if to the manner horn. And when ultimately 
Jerningham proposes marriage, she is compelled to 
tell him the sad story of her career. Nothing 
daunted, however, by the revelation, he gets the 
necessary advice with a view to procuring a divorce, 
regarding the cruelty and unfaithfulness _of the 
husband as sufficient legal and moral grounds for 
such an action. But not so Nanno. Jerningham 
did not understand the insurmountable barrier that 
had blighted, and was to still further blight, her 
innocent life. The sub-title of the book is “ The 
Story of a Faithful Woman but it was a faithful
ness, not to the higher instincts and aspirations of 
her nature, but to the degrading and slavish domina
tion of priestly ruling. Jerningham was the only 
man who had ever appealed to the ideal side of her 
life, and although not a woman of a strong emotional 
type, she knew that she could be happy with him. 
But— “ There is no divorce in our Church. If I 
were to he divorced and marry again, the Church 
would close its doors behind me— I should be ex
communicated,”— that was her invariable answer to 
all Mr. Jerningham’s earnest and tender solicita
tions. He thinks that time will modify her views 
and enable her to see the matter in a reasonable 
light; and so he leaves her to think the subject 
over.

In the meantime, she goes again to confess to an 
English priest and ask for guidance. Again the 
answer : “ Go back to your husband ; or, if that is 
not feasible, bring him over to London, and thus 
shield yourself from temptation.” And so Jamesy 
Byan comes to London in obedience to the Church’s 
dictation, to live upon the earnings of his wife, and 
squander in riotous living the proceeds of the sale of 
his farm. And then— more God-given signs— the 
same old cruelty and profligacy, until, owing to his 
outrageous conduct, the law relieves her of his 
presence.

Having to leave her situation owing to Nature’s 
retribution for her obedience to the Church’s man
date, she falls on evil days, until she is obliged to 
sell herself, body and soul, for bread on London 
streets, loathing both herself and the lustful beings 
with whom she cohabited. And she is eventually 
only saved from throwing herself and her dead baby 
over the parapet of one of London’s bridges by the 
timely appearance of Mr. Jerningham.

Such is the life-story of Nanno Troy— it is im
possible to think of her as Mrs. Ryan— a life blighted 
and ruined by the immoral and unsocial teaching of 
the Catholic Church. Foul conoubinage ! And such 
a union, condemned alike by humanity and reason, 
by morality and justice, is thiB Church’s idea of the 
sanctity of the marriage-tio I Such a misalliance, so 
opposed to tho dictates of ordinary common sense, 
is one of those irrevocable marriages said to be 
“ made in heaven ”1

Notwithstanding this effective portrayal of the 
result of priestly influence in human affairs, Mrs. 
Thurston, in the early part of her book, in reference 
to the mental subjection of tho Irish Catholics and 
their dogged attachment to tho superstitions of the 
Church, suggests that tho usual conclusions of 
English people as to its cause— viz., priestcraft— is 
not the true solution of their degradation. We are 
able, however, to correct Mrs. Thurston by the 
testimony of an important authority. Mr. Michael 
J. F. McCarthy— himself an Irishman and a Catholic 
— in his Priests and People in Ireland, after examining 
all the alleged causes of Irish stagnation and social 
failure, attributes the condition of his fellow- 
countrymen solely to Priestcraft— tho interference 
of tho priest in tho secular and social affairs of life; 
and tho whole of Mr. McCarthy’s valuable book goes 
to prove the truth of his contention. As he very 
clearly shows, tho social and intellectual advance

ment of European peoples has been in proportion!0 
the decay of the power and influence of the pries!' 
And it is not until this truth has been more fo*v 
recognised, and his usurped social power overthrown 
that human rights and human liberties will be flMW 
and finally assured. It is to this end that the ene*;
gies of Freethought are directed— the exposure 
the supernatural, without which assumption 
power of the priest could not be maintained.

J o s E r a  B ryce

of

Correspondence.

“ SOCIALISM AND THE CHURCHES." 
t o  T u b  e d i t o r  o f  “  t h e  f r e e t h i n k e r . ”

S ir ,—The article with the above heading that appeatS 
the current issue of the Freethinker over the name of 9“ 
St. Orey is descriptive of the position of a good many * 
thinkers who are in the Socialist movement. . «,

The ethics of Socialism were formulated by auti-f a 
gionists, and the movement up to a certain poriod oxis1 
an entirely secular basis. It grew in strength and t 
respectable, and by so doing it increased in popularity 

Its popularity attracted the e'ergy, and they saw, if 
thing was not done at once, they themselves would have  ̂
place to grind the theological axe ; so they masquerade e 
Socialists, were received with open arms, and sang

sted °°

n.e and the world is mine.”
It simply means that the great mass of Socialists, attend

atta¡»eling to seek social emancipation before they have —- ^ 
mental emancipation, have fallen victims to their own 
dulity. What is the history of the Churches but on® ^  
system of retrogression ? And hore, in the twenties ¡0g 
tury, wo have the spectacle of a socular movement  ̂
nobbled to use as a buttress to prop up an institution  ̂
has been a standing menace to progress for con  ̂
Thousands of Socialists to-day believe that tho m°v.Q ¿¡je 
is safe under the wing of the Church, as they diû
days of the last Socialist movement; and what bapp 
It was suffocated. Socialism plus Christianity sta 
nothing, is nothing; and that being so, why continue

foi

movement ? ,vef
Mr. St. Oroy asks a question that ho says ho ba '  jt, 

got an answer to. Hero it is, and the answer -̂ ¡sn1 
“ Why will not parsons and their followers help jjjeJ 
as men,.not as religionists ?” The reason is: Beca ierf 
are religionists first and Socialists aftorwards—and êjped 
long way afterwards. But who says they h a ¡ g (¡t#
Socialism ? Thoy come on tho Socialist platform, 1 jiair f°r 
and tho author of Ood and My Neighbor takes the 
them; but who in the name of tho sovon plaguos say8 
helping Socialism ?

They are helping themselves ; and what are they ft 
themselves to ? The Socialist movement, 
house where this letter is being written thoro is a 
church with a placard outside boariug tho subject^^ 9dj 

Only True SocialismSunday’s sermon, 
Socialist imagino

The 
that it is tho Socialism of Car> S fteb°u ■ 'Belford Bax, or oven Mr. Blatchford, that is to bo P j0iog,S 

Not likely. It will bo a hybrid production, c°Jratiol>a'fjl 
much “  Sermon on tho Mount," so much Land  ̂ . ¡pi 
tion, with a dash of Old-Ago Pensions thrown 1 ’ 
will bo tho only truo Socialism. 0

To Freethinkers tho position is this : Ilow ® 
with tho haro and hunt with tho hounds ? Is 41 jj is 4|y 
of the Churches likely to satisfy Freethinkers < ¡3
And seeing that it is tho only kind of Socialism 
to bo propagated, is it not ovidont that, as hï0üvoDjoi>4 fir** 
could bo bettor omployod in tho Frcothought ¡g 

Oar work is tho emancipation of tho mind. ^  
work ; and whon that is completed tho rest wi '

April 16. 0
wifi 1 „,>•» 

W. ^

freethinker oi0foX2,
bas « g ( ,

sympathy. Like himself I am a militant Ath®  ̂ '̂ }e

TO THE EDITOR OF
Sir,—My comrado, Julion

THE
St. Oroy, Athoi84',.,, ¡¿1° ¡t"J“ *f***“ J. “  urn*""- . tl>° j)0

wise have, at times, to submit to listening Doiet’ p1 
babbling of my Christian comrados (tie)i 1,11
understood, in silence. As a Socialist, I Vn*10H|coi''e? ¿V 
that my party will novor reach tho idoal 
purged of tho "  poison of tho crucifix.” It “ lo,is 0  

humiliating in tho oxtremo to watch tho rid*® eftje> 1 
men liko Koir Ilardio and Snowdou in 4 l0‘ jor®i 
acquire a bastard rospcctnbility. Hardio s n 0]ocfi j 
in and out of Parliament siuco tho genera ^ 0„tP t̂l1 
boon painful to listen to or road. He h,lH jored ' 
Christ and his “ old man ” until ono has won

/JÛ0» UfL̂
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fist and lie were Siamese twins. Both Hardie’s parents 
g®te members of the Glasgow Branch of the National 

cular Society, and the fact that their son developes 
hv fD®- ^.e ktter period of his life, a form of religious 
o b v 'la’ *s PregQant with meaning. The significance is 
. lous, and points to the fact that the man—promising to 

Mne a dangerous propagandist, and consequently 
cai ij 8 *0 the smug conditions of society—was promptly 
thI°Ki ' Mattered, and lured insidiously by the “ priests of 
anfl b 0o^y faith,” until we find him securely Christianised— 
ists This fact ought to be apparent to all Social-
to s ^ristianity has persistently and consistently attempted 
hi8tQe8tr°y a'l effort for social progress. Throughout the 
tig every new thought, poetic expression, and scien- 
reij .lnve8*igation, of every step towards political freedom, 
H, ' 0U1 liberty, emancipation of woman and the liberty of 

i fi88-' runa trail Christianity’s barbarous bigotry 
then tv,111*'6 mabce- What guarantee have we, as Socialists, 
Powerf l Christianity, inasmuch as we recognise in it a 
*nanneU iWeal)on o£ organlsed society, is acting in any other 
gone h i ,'day Certainly, its despotism is irretrievably 
the inf a I tbe o£d conning, vicious and reptilian, and all 
BtiU re61 ’ treachery with which its record is saturated, 
^ lap id S “ ^ . I£ Christians are so cocksure that their 
tie thev 6 (■ <£octrine is sheer unadulterated Socialism, why 
erased ? ° Tj ma'i0 some effort t° have the Blasphemy Laws 
Qnjust i oave looked in vain for a denunciation of these 
The fact ' uuJrrstifiable laws from a Christian Socialist 
Whilst a 1S' ’ n cohering the movement the Christian, 

°̂c*alismCCe?nin  ̂ £be fundamental principal of rational 
h'gotrv : ’ , , 1 retains his Christian characteristics—bias, 

I »rn lntolerance, and thi
iePadiatin!!e tbe few s<
Press, Wa Christianity

Christian characteristics 
ace, and thickheadedness, 
the few Socialists wbo advocate an entire 

— Christianity from the Socialist platform or 
h'effectjj 1° Wan£ 110 truck either with Christians or their

Christian, cannot bo — .uai creeds. A Christian, «8 t but look upon
mated to deal with secular affairs. narasites with

‘he patronage of Christian priests ana v  ̂  barbmger
suspicion. In the past, Christianity has bas 0’er-
}  tyranny and oppression, its malign of ufc, and
hadowed the grandest and noblest Assuredly the
trangled the possibilities latent in t ■ ' b(bn„  over
ocialist movement is in imminont dauo . bgg there is
aken by a like catastrophe. Let us, t o , BCrap-heap of
flight, work untiringly to throw upo .. . 0£ Chris

®hlivion the last vestiges of the detestable religion 
tianity. 6 jo u n  S. C larke .

SOCIALISM AND CHRISTOLOGY.
Ç, TO T u g  EDITOR OF “  THE FREETHINKER.”

t°-dav~~Tain plea8ed to see Mr. Orey’s article in Oitrsit 
v*ouslw bave had something of his experiences. Ol 
or, asy’ a' m of the Church is to Christianise Socialisa
Saturda°U £'aye 8aid> to “  nnhhlA ’’ T"  ”In m; 

Marke
— haul, to “ nobble tb° “ “ttend our m ar«-““urday evenings’ talks to those w ' £be fact thai

t-ross Adult Bible Class, I  have commentca cbriBtianity, 
ibough “ Socialism has nothing to do w  amount o
? ?  one may, from the I. L. P. platform, taUs to thnstology, flavored with a little Socia 
b w 01 tho speaker. "  ’ hberty of thoughtlibi
att'a>ned

- ......— according to th<
But one must not advocate that trui__ viv»w nuTUuaiu iBttt til

-“ cu "“ ou8ht and wider range of mental vision to 
P°rific twn y°ntside Christian (?) organisations. The so 
Jersed win, n -° f tho beetles of tho Most High—inter 
d°es not tnn\ * ble-banging for obvious reasons— certainly 
'incts of r i • ,. intellectual development. Specimen pro
Wait f0r u  activities may bo found among tlioso wlic
W ,»_ w e “ B-cond — •• - - ■ ■ fol

_4 . 4 J u u u  uavu ucuu uw
*ucal Son- n or 801310 months I was one of tho editors o 

petered a ‘a lst PaPer8. but my contributions had to hi 
J o is ts  thnfV °  mucb to suit tho palato of tho piou 
n aa I.L P , ro8Igned. Once only havo I taken tho cliau 
bo 06 only b„ CtUTte- Mr. J- McCabe being tho speaker 
tPeaker failing0 1 been asked to sneak—tho advertise!fifioi''"1 lailino fn r uuen asked to speak—tho 
I b °f bob.? aP,̂ ear~ th°ngh 1 enjoy tho doubtful dis 
'»=av® often been ibo Market Cross Infidel Orator.” Bu 

, oialism ” 4b™v.ns*rated with for “ mixing up Athois 
0 ,°n tried b h*00’ * may say, I havo novor dono. 
ogiCfti -1 °''over, to separate Socialist grain fro 

s d; i measaro of succoss may bo gauge 
inf al  a?ed by tho " saved and saneMfied

.« a  trie d , howov meolô itai chaff. Tho
by the bitterness displs
Then \ have pointed < already « r~--  '  cau

bave U18P h ? P°mted
lt,0H e a lXedinf: u° a

j tho "  saved and sanctified. 
°ut that Atheism and Socialism nr

, On 
tliinl

«■ed u » —  ,*“ »« Atticism and Socialis
-  real S' • S.nnialism is distinctly Atlioistic

q,j"lQn, reason • ,0ciali«t until ho begin to doubt,
b̂ri,,?- Patson R’ nntil bo bocoino a scoptic.

l 2 ‘tlanity... mu8 J! there can bo no Sociali—  ...—
, .° ^bristians want Jesus at tho holm,'wliil nis bein., v

4 ain Sr"*»-" Thn pi lb°30 nan bo no Socialism witlioc 
tobust PPnsed to bi« JKristians want Jesus at tho helm, whili 

An»', £beism ia no ClDt’ ou board ; and hold that health; *Phl i6> 11118 essential to a sano Socialism.
Lo Scrittori«.

PIOUS COUNTY COUNCILLORS.
TO TH E ED ITO R  OF “  TH E F R E E T H IN K E R .”

Sir ,—Those of your readers who are acquainted with the 
name of the Rev. A. J. Waldron, Vicar of Brixton, and 
Atheist-smasher in general, may be interested to hear that 
he has been adopted by the Dulwich Liberal and Radical 
Association as Progressive candidate for that Division at the 
next election for the London County Council.

As it is highly probable that this person will make deter
mined efforts, if elected, to induce the London County 
Council to inteifere seriously with the rights of freedom of 
expression hitherto enjoyed by Freethinkers in the open 
spaces under its control, I would suggest that the Free
thinkers of Dulwich and contiguous localities should see to 
it that everything possible is done to keep the gentleman 
in question outside the Council Chamber.

T. James F isher.

The Fallacy of Christian Hope.

T he hope and belief of the English Christian is that after 
death he will still somehow exist as an individual, and some
how communicate iu heaven, as an individual, with the 
friends and relations he loved on earth. His bugbear, and 
what he dreads above everything, is that these hopes should 
prove to be a delusion, and that, in the words of Plato's 
Socrates, “ all eternity should be one long night.” Indeed, 
the bulk of English Christians, if robbed of the consoling 
hope of a comfortable little family coterie upstairs, are 
indifferent whether there be any other sort of “ immortality " 
or not. Hence, believing that Christianity guarantees this 
happy family reunion up above, they cling to their belief 
with a passionate fanaticism. Now without raising the 
question whether death be an evil or a good thing, I wish to 
point out that Christianity and Christ crucified give no sort 
of assurance that what they wish for will come about.

There are various phrases in the New Testament and 
pious Christian books to the effect that Christ “ brought life 
and immortality to light,” “ was the firstfruits of them that 
slept,” and “ promised eternal life to them that believe.”  
The promise given is of immortality and “ eternal life.” 
Now, immortality simply means the non-liability to have to 
die again ; it is, therefore, quite as mnch an attribute of 
eternal death as of eternal life. On the other hand, 
“ eternal life” does not exclude the possibility that “ all 
eternity be one long night,” because if temporal life does not 
exclude temporal slumber, eternal life cannot necessarily 
exclude eternal slumber.

In binding himself over to a belief in Christ and him 
crucified in the cross of Christ, in grumpiness, in patriotism, 
in the bestial injustice and brutalities of modern Western 
militarism, and in his cannibal God the Father that is its 
sheet anchor, tho English Christian does indeed sell his soul 
for a mess of pottage—or, rather, not even that.

W. W. Strickland.

SALVATION BY FAITH.
This vie 7r of tho fato of the world as being at enmity 

with God, and of tho duty of tho Church to persuade as 
many as possible to boliovo something or other in order to 
Hecuro Halvation iu a future and better world, has been hold 
by saccrdotalists and non-sacerdotalists, Catholics and Pro- 
tostants alike. It is still implied in most of our preaching 
and in tho hymns we sing. I admit that there is a certain 
truth in it, the truth that man is constituted for immortality 
and ought not to live as if this world were all that mattered. 
But, ou tho wholo, it has boon thoroughly mischievous, and 
thoro is nothing which is acting as a greater hindrance to 
tho spirituality and usefulness of tho churches to-day.— 
liev. It. J. Campbell.

Obituary.

On Sunday, April 18, at Bath, Mr. Joseph Bullock died 
suddenly, and on tho following Wednesday was laid to rest 
in tho Public Comotory. A Secular Service was read at the 
gravosido by Mr. J. T. Lloyd. Mr. Bullock was a firm Free
thinker, and brought up a family of Freethinkers. For fifty 
years ho was iu tho sorvico of tho Gas Works, and ho was 
hold in high ostoom by all who know him. His unselfish
ness was a proverb in tho town ; and one who had known 
him for upwards of forty years said : “ Ho may havo been a 
Frcethiukor, as you say, but a better mau I never met.”
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, eto.

Notices ol Laotures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday 
and be marked “  Eieoture Notice,” if net sent on postoard.

LONDON.
OUTDOOR.

Bethnal Green B ranch N. S. 8 . (Victoria Park, near the 
Fountain): 3.15 and 6.15, C. Cohen, Lectures.

Kingsland B ranch N. S. S. (Ridley-road). 11.30, W. J.
Ramsey, “ By their fruits shall ye know them.”

North L ondon B ranch N. S. S. (Parliament Hill, Hampstead): 
3.30, Arthur B. Moss, “ A New Age of Reason.”

W est H am B ranch N. S. 8. (Outside Maryland Point Station, 
Stratford): 7, A. Hyatt, “  There is Life in a Look at the Cru
cified One.”

W ood Green B ranch N. S. S. (Spouters' Corner): 11, A. H. 
Smith, “  Death’s Message to the Atheist.”

COUNTRY
Aberdare B ranch N. S. S. (Grand Theatre, Lesser Hall, 

Aberaman): 6.30, Geo. Gairett, “  Should the National Secular 
Society Advocate Socialism?”

Glasgow Secular Society (Hall. 110 Brunswick-street) : 
Annual Business Meeting—Election of Office Bearers, etc. ; 6.30, 
Social Meeting—Mill and Owen.

L iverpool B ranch N. 8. S. (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square) : 
G. W. Poote, 3, ”  The Moral Failure of Christianity 7, “  A 
Searchlight on the Bible.”

Manchester B ranch N. S. S. (Secular Hall, Rusholme-road, 
All Saints): H. Percy Ward. 3, ‘ ‘ Did Jesus Ever Exist?”  6.30, 
‘ ‘ Christian Europe and the War Scare.”  Tea at 5.

South Shields Branch N. S. S. (Above Tram Hotel, Market
place) : 7.30, Conference, etc.

Outdoor.
B ristol B ranch N. S. S. (Horsefair): B. G. Brown, “  Religion 

and Science.”
D alkeith (High-street) : Eaturday, May 1, at 7.30, a Lecture.
E dinburgh Secular Society : The Meadows, 3, a Lecture; 

The Mound, 6.30, a Lecture.
Joseph B ates’ E ast Anglian Mission.

B oston B ranch N. S. S. : Bargate Green, Sunday, May 2, at 
3.30, “  The Philosophy of Life and Death.”

Siijsey: Wednesday, May 5, at 7.30, “ Why I am an Atheist” 
(Alea est Jacta”).

P eterborough: Marketplace (near the Fountain), Thursday, 
May 6, at 3.30, The Inutility of God.”

PAMPHLETS by C. COHEN.
Foreign Missions their Dangers and

Delusions ... ... ... ... 3d.
Full of facts and figures.

An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics ... 6d.
Principles of ethics, based on the doctrine of Evolution.
Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity.. Id. 
Christianity and Social Ethics ... Id. 
Pain and Providence ... ... ... Id.

T he Pioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

A NEW (THE THIRD) EDITION
OF

FROM FICTION TO FACT.
By P. BONTE.

{Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)

REVISED AND ENLARGED.
SHOULD BE SCATTERED BROADCAST.

SIXTY-FOUR PAGES.
PRICE ONE P E NNY .

T he P ioseer Press, 2 Ncwcastlc-strect, Farringdon-strcct, E.C.

N atural Religion
OR

THE SECRET OF ALL THE C R E E D S .

BY

F. J. B.

Being an abbreviated rendering in English of the great work 
Dupuis, L'Origine de tous les Culles, first published in 1794, (r°a| 
which Robert Taylor, Logan Mitchell, and other astro-niytJllt\ 
exponents of Christianity have so largely drawn. This little « 
thoroughly explains the astronomical origin of Christianity, inoj 
manner which everyone may essily understand. It will bei0 
the deepest interest to Freethinkers and an astonishing ê 0 
opener to orthodox Christians. Its value is enhanced by 1 . 
inclusion of three important plates from Dupuis, reproduced (W 

difficulty) on India paper, which will not break with folding'

Bound in Cloth. Price Two Shilling8’
Postage Twopence Extra.

f E.C»T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street,

BUSINESS CARDS. ,,
Short advertisements are inserted under this heading at the . 
of 2s. per half inch and 3s. Od. per inch. No advertised e 
under this heading can be less than 2a. or extend beyon 

inch. Special terms for several continuous insertions.

CLOTHING.— Gents’ please send postcard f°r ¡̂j) 
terns and self-measurement forms and y°u 
find quality and price that will astound you- e( 
make our own clothing at forty eight honrsj^j 
week and pay best rate of wages. Term8 
with order. Geo. Jessop & Son, Ltd., Cl°l 
Manufacturers, Batley, Yorkshire.

FREETHINKERS don't believo in shoddy theology.
_ 1 . . 3  n _ e __ 3    1 1   _ V  1 3  3  T  n / l l f i Sshoddy of any kind, so they should buy Ladies 
stitched Warranted Pure Irish Linen Handke* , g/. 
2/6 3/- 4/- 5/- per dozen. Gentlemens do. 3/6 4/'. /
7/- per dozen. Delivered free. Single handkerclii®  ̂ i f i  
as samples on receipt of stamps.—Tub Pukk Lm 
H andkerchief Co., Grosvenor House, Belfast.

FREETHOUGHT BADGES.—The new N. S. S; 
nishes an excellent method of introduction to Fry®
The design is the French Freethinkers emblem—a 8in”sjage 1“' 
flower—button shape, with strong pin. Price 2d., P? _vC4stle' 
Reduction for 6 or more.—N. S. S. Secretary, 2 H1- 
street, Farringdon-street, E.C. _̂___ —

21s.—I will supply you with one pair finest Sunday ft3Or0; 
black or tan, and ono pair vory fine Trousers to ^
for 21s., carriage paid. Samples froe.—J. 
Church-bank, Bradford. _________ _—

SOCIALISM.—A new pamphlet, showing bow. un^cr£,°r. ^¡5 
every family will live at the rate of 111,000 p°r J £ll 
twelve other startling Secularist-Socialist pampbj®1 
twelve penny stamps.—A. D yson, 696 Bol ton-road, __

ONE PRICE ONLY.— 27a. Od. AlFWoffi Suits t o ^  
a Freethinker to Freethinkers, I ask for one trial ^  ^o0o] 
I guarantee perfect satisfaction to ovoryono or ret .jot(J. 
in full.—H. M. W ilson, 22 Northsido-terrace, h*

THE

MARTYRDOM OF Hy P A # ;

OR, THE

death  of the classical w

An Address delivered at Chicago by

M* M. M A N G A S A R I ^ ’

Will bo forwarded, post froe, f°r

THREE HALFPENCE*
The Pioneer Press, 2 Ncwcaatlo-strcct, Farringd°n

atre1ceti
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G R E A T  R E D U C T IO N S.
M aking Room fop Fpesh Stock.

INGERSOLL’S WORKS.
Orders from the following list of catalogue prices are Bubject to a discount of 66 J per cent; in other 
w°rds, the price under the present offer will be one third of the published price. This gives Freethinker 
readers an opportunity of making a cheap collection of Ingersoll’s Lectures and Essays, including several 
‘hat are not otherwise obtainable except in the expensive Dresden Edition. No order must be less than 

sixpence. Postage, if sent by post, must be allowed for in remitting at the rate of 2d. in the shilling.
s. d.

^Christian Catechism...
^"Wooden God
Creeds and Spirituality
CklSlES AGAINST CRIMINALS 
defence or Freethought
-¡° I Blaspheme ? 
ernest Renan ... ••• _  —
^aith and Fact. Reply to Rev. D l.
5otjse op Death
^ gersoll’s Advice to Parents -

Children out of Church and Sunday- 
hisT W ords on Suicide 
LIVE T opics ... •••
Marriage and Divorce. An Agnostics

Keep

Vi,lew ...
Myth and Miracle 
Oration on Lincoln 
Oration on the Gods 
Oration on Voltaire

0
o
o
o
o
o
o
0
1

o
o
o

o
o
o
o
o

Oratio n  on W a l t  W h itm an  
R e p l y  to  Glad sto n e  
R ome or R easo n  ?
Sh a k e sp e a r e  ...
So cial  Salvatio n  
Su p e r s t it io n  ...
T ak e  a  R oad  op Y our Ow n  
T he  T h r e e  P h ila n t h r o p ist s  
T h e  Ch r is t ia n  R e l ig io n  
T h e  D e v il  
T he  D y in g  Cr e e d  
T h e  Gh o sts  ...
T h e  H o ly  B ib l e  
T he  H o u seh o ld  of F a it h  
T he  L im it s  of T o le ratio n  
W iia t  is  R e l ig io n  ?
W h a t  m u st  W e  D o T o B e Save d  
W h y  am  I an  A gn ostic  ?

s. d.
0 3
0 4
0 3
0 6
0 2
0 6
0 1
0 2
0 3
0 6
0 2
0 3
0 2
0 2
0 2
0 2
0 2
0 2

E.C.

BARGAINS.

THOMAS PAINE’S WORKS.
( i )

(2)

m i s c e l l a n e o u s  t h e o l o g i c a l  w o r k s . ^ n g^ \ 1Tph1° “ted ^ T w e i i T o S .  
on religion not included in the Age oj Reason. T  1= Originally published (without

P “ ‘ a g o 2 d -

TH. « T ” T S w.n :e S 0lS a bi08o n & r ; t  WHOW
----------- —OFFERED A T  FOU RPENCE. Postage 2d. 

I a ® eiONEEE PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FABRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.O.

Und ep the Ban o f the London County Council,
T H E P O P U L A R  E D I T I O N

[Revised and Enlarged)

cc of

bible romances”
b y

G. W. FOOTE.
With a Portrait of the Author

Newspaper sa y s :— “ Mr. G W. Footo, chairman ° l  t t o  Seonla ^  A popular, revised, and
» laiged H is Bible  Romances havo had a largo sale in t h e J ' 8 1 Nowca8tlo.strect, Farringdon-
® N t, Lond tl° n ’ at tbo Prico of 8d-  bas now  boou Pubbsbcd everyone, the » p o s t  thought of tho leaders°! Modern for tb °  Secular Society. Thus, within tbo  roach of alm ost everyone, P.

opinion aro boing placod from  day to day.”

1 «  L a r g e  D o u b le -C o lu m n  P a « » » .  O o o d ^ i n t ,  G o o d  P a p e r

* * *  »10EEEE PEESS| OTEEBt ! FAEEINGDON STEEET, LONDON. E.C.
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FLOWERS «F FREETHOUGHT
By G. W . FOOTE.

Firat Beriea, cloth 
Second Serica, doth

Containa acorea of entertaining and informing Essaya and 
Articles on a great variety of Freethonght topioa.

T he P i o n e e r  P rkrb, 2 Newcastle-atreet, Farringdon-street, E.O.

Being a Three Ilonra' Address to the Jury before 
Chief Justice of England, in answer to an Indictn1<,n 

for Blasphemy, on April 21, 1883.
II ith Special Preface and many Footnotes.  ^

Price FOURPENCE. Post free FlYEPi31*
------------ -------------------------  el)

T ub P ioneer Pbxrs, a Nowcastlo-stroot, FarringdoP'9̂ ^ ^

A REMARKABLE OFFER.
5 plate gilt keyless 
lever movement, vis
ible pallets, seven jew 
els, compensation bal
ance, hardened and 
tempered Breguet 
liair - spring, safety 
pinion, hardened and 
polished pivots, and 
highly finishe d 

throughout.

That is the Description
of a Watch which embodies in its con
structional detail every modern improve
ment and technical excellence.

For all practical purposes it is honestly 
worth many times the price we ask for it.
Look at the illustration below and read the 
description of the movement, and reflect 
upon the fact that owing to the magnitude 
of our trade (hitherto confined to South 
Wales) we are able to offer this kandsomo 
and reliable English Lever in English hall-marked silver cases 
at the nominal price of 30/-, or the same movement if fitted in 
oxidised metal cases at 18/6, or in gold-filled cases (warranted 
to wear ten years, equal in appearance to any gold watch at £10 
or £20) for 32/6.

Other lines of phenomenal value are our “ New Victor ” full 
plate key-wind English Lever, capped and jewelled, in hall
marked silver cases, 37/6.

Our “ Progress ” //-plate capped Swiss Lever, in hall-marked 
silver cases, 21/-.
a  Our Lady’s “ Daisy ” silver case Geneva Watch,- 18/6.
'8 Our “ Princess ” series of Ladies’ Gold Watches at 42/- and 
upwards.

A written warranty for five years given with each watch.
These are but a few of the lines we keep.
This offer is only made to fellow Freethinkers through the 

medium of our common journal, and as a proof of our good faith 
we agree to refund the whole of the money for any watch returned 
to us within seven days if not satisfactory.

JPriie for our Illustrated Catalogues 
to-day which contain many other lines 

of interest and utility.
Sole address:—

JONES* JONES, F orth, S. W alks.

Gents.

Silver

ENGLISH

LEVER,

30s.

“  Messrs. Whitehouse and Co. have sent us samples of ft611 
boots, and we are bound to say, without posing as an authority 
on such matters, that they seem to us extremely good value i 
the money.”—Freethinker, January 3, 1909.

Catalogue sent post free on application.

GENTS.’ Box Calf Boots, Lace or Derby 10/6 and 12/6.
>> » >. Welted, Lace or Derby 15/9.
,, Glace Kid, Lace or Derby 12/6.
,, lan Willow Calf, Lace or Derby 10/6 and 12/6.

LADIES’ Box Calf Boots, Lace 5/11, Button and Derby 6/3.
Glace Kid Boots, Lace or Button 6/11 and 8/1L 
Tan Glace Kid Boots, Lace 6/11.
Black Glace Shoes, Lace 6/6.

,, ,, Six Bar 6/6.
Tan Glace, Six Bar or Gibson 6/11.

All Goods sent Post Free.
Foreign Orders must be accompanied by Extra rostage-

1 c lull
When ordering please enclose postal order ana 

your requirements
WHITE HOUSE & CO., BOOT FACTORS, STOURBbID .

t*
“ We have received from the Pioneer Press a copy 91 

able book, entitled Ralph Cricklewood, by Stephen ’ c\et$‘ 
a very vivid account of the mental evolution otIt gives a very 

man, who is convinced by study that many of his former—  «betraynfibeliefs are not founded on fact. We think wo are oe\w  
secret in saying this is the actual experience of the 
Persons of all shades of religious belief, and no religious he ^  
all, may derive much intellectual benefit from a perusal o 
book.” —John Bull.

Ralph Cricklewood,
A Twentieth Century Critical and Rat'011 

Exposé of Christian M y th o lo g y -

(In tdk F orm of a Novkl.)

By STEPHEN FITZ-STEPH^11'
A Well-Wisher of the Human Family-

_  g(J.
388 pages, cloth. Price 3s.

Post Free.

T ue P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastlo-strcet, Farringdon

DEFENCE OF FREE SP

^streeti^

ESC*

G. W. FOOTE.

•
- irC2 V

[2I

IF SO, it is because ordinary tea contains 
gallo-tanmc acid, the iluid that leather is 
tanned with.

It hardens the coats of the stomach, re
tarding How of gastric juices, thus causing 
indigestion, bad complexion, and weak 
nerves. One natural tea only is free from  
th is  Crude T a n n in , because it consists 
solely of the tips of selected leaves freed from 
the stalks which contain this injurious 
ju ic e .I t  is called“ Typhoo-Tipps ”
and 1 ,0 0 0  d octors n o w  recom m en d  it as  
the only digestive tea. It is pure Ceylon- 
hence exquisite flavour, and absolutely un- 
medicated. The absence of stalks enables it 
to yield 50 more large cups per pound than 
Ordinary tea, hence economy.

A  L A R G E  S A M P L E  P A C K E T  is sent 
Fit E E , with nearest agent's name, to every
one who writes for it,enclosing '¿d. for postage 

— T H E  T Y P H O O  T E A  CO., L td .. 
.£¡2/ 2 5 , C a stle  B tre et, B irm in g h a m .


