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Solemnity is of the essence of imposture.
— Shaftesbury.

Swinburne as a Freethinker.—II.

bu c°urse of my introductory remarks on Swin-
he DnB8gen‘ua | said that “ his lyrical work is what
te . lkave to be judged by.” This view has since
O pUed the sanction of our greatest living master
lett D" 'sb literature. Mr. George Meredith, in a

condolence to Mr. Theodore Watts-Dunton,
r’teas follows

b brain vi"id illumination is extinct. | can
at reabse it when | revolve the many times when,
ho starting of an idea, the whole town was instantly
blaze with electric light.
ou °ri” Was Ids natural voice. He was tho greatest of
sis* Vrical poets—of the world’'s, | should say, con-
Th" enn® wbat a language he had to wield.”

&tti;1S Ane tribute may be taken as practically
the question.

Wnfi’ now resume the consideration of Swin-
let attitude towards the God idea. And first
roaorpin concinding lines of the “ Hymn to

tbe y°ar3 '3 brittle wherein we gaze for

Solong T'U f°r a” 1®hears up this corpse which is man.
Weep lenc*ure>no longer; and laugh not again, neither

j Asleep*” n° i°un(i stronger than death, and death

ig’?” I*ne versifies a thought from Epictetus,
lhe Parrs eret°re most appropriate in tho mouth of

> vietien ?6p™ kor- But was it Swinburne’s own

N«js ~ e may see that it was by referring to
Down!» In that striking poem “ On
°rhelittwhs the poet reflects on the injustice,

Godity>and misery (of whie wuorid, @mal asks whore is

thig the WgzTes ke Permit these evils? Then he
1313 th - floostion, “ Is there no God ?” And
answer ;__
" With all her tongues of life and death,
YVith all her bloom and blood and brea ‘e
Prom all years dead and all things done,
In the ear of man the mother saith,
' There is no God, O son
If thou bo none.”” .

4gain
Ere u o,

I8ings in the beautiful and melodious

, a«ae man’s soul is man’s God still,
at wind soever waft liis will
Across the waves of day and night,
Bv i or 8&>pwreck, left or right,
y shores and shoals of good and ill;

Thv st'fi  flame  mainmast height
'Algh the rent air that foam-flakes fill

- «stains the indomitable light

Or i,nce on,y man bath strength to stcor
g e m to handle without fear.

No'nVi'8?wn soul’s light overhead,
eads him. and none ever led,
~cross birth’s hidden harbor-bar,

Tlii-m, u y°uth "'hero shoreward shallows aro,
JjSh age that drives on toward tho red
To

Vo' sunset hailed from far,
Rn ertlla’ waters of tho dead ;

And Ri'u b'8 owu 80ut bo bath no star,
Helml« 8 excePt his own soul guido,

thero Sm turn of tide.”
himseHb°ag cleanor sweep of 8upornaturaliBi
Mly 19 the only God; in other words, ma
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only sane and worthy ideal is Humanity. This idea
is definitively expressed in the soaring close of the
“Hymn of Man.” The poet apostrophises the Deity
and his priests in the spirit of Elijah’s address to
the priests of Baal. After along and splendid pas-
sage in which they call upon their God to make his
being and power manifest, the poet turns upon them
with words of derision, and then upon him

" O God, Lord God of thy priests, rise up now and show

thyself God.

They cry out, thine elect, thine aspirants to heavenward,
whose faith is as flame ;

O thou the Lord God of our tyrants, they caU thee, their
God, hy thy name.

By thy name that in hell-fire was written, and burned
at the point of thy sword,

Thou art smitten, thou God, thou art smitten; thy
death is upon thee, 0 Lord.

And the love-song of earth as thou die3t resounds
through the wind of her wings—

Glory to Man in the highest | for Man is the master of
things.”

What a magnificent trumpet blast of Atheism
And what a splendid closing salute to the Religion
of Humanity !

One paper—I think it was the Daily News—sug-
gested that Swinburne was posturing in these
Atheistic utterances: that it was not passionate
poetry but heated rhetoric. Criticism of this sort
is only too easy ; the only qualities it demands are
impudence and recklessness. Swinburne could
hardly have sustained a mere pose for fifty years
of strenuous poetical life. He was perfectly consis-
tent in the expression of his leading ideas from the
choruses of Atalanta in Calydon, the work of his
young manhood, to the august “ Altar of Righteous-
ness ” which he contributed three or four years ago
to Harper s Magazine. | do not see how any man in
the least degree fit to comprehend them could read
the rushing verses of “ Mater Triumphalis ” without
feeling Swinburne’'s passionate sincerity breathing
through the heroic music. Just listen :(—

“ I am thine harp between thine hands, O mother!
All my strong cords are strained with love of thee.
We grapplo in love and wrestle, as each with other
Werestle the wind and the unrelnctant sea.

I am tho trumpet at thy lips, thy clarion
Full of thy cry, sonorous with thy breath ;

The graves of souls born worms and creeds grown carrion
Thy blast of judgment fills with fires of death.

Thou art the player whose organ-keys are thunders,
And | beneath thy foot the pedal prest;

Thou art the ray whereat the rent night sunders,
And | the cloudlet borne upon thy breast.

I shall burn up before thee, pass and perish,
As haze in sunrise on the red sea-line;
But thou from dawn to sunsetting shalt cherish
The thoughts that led and souls that lighted mine.”

No man with heart and brain could mistake the
special note of that last verse, even if he felt any
doubt about the rest. Posturers and rhetoricians
do not hit upon such ideas of self-surrender. “ If
the truth live, I live,” exclaimed an old seventeenth-
century pamphleteer. It was a noble and profound
saying. And it was this idea, which never yet
visited an insincero man, that Swinburne sang in
those magnanimous lines.

I do not say that Swinburne ever called himself
an Atheist. | only say that he sang Atheism. And
I romomber his approval of Shelley’s writing himself
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“ Atheist” in defiance of a sentimental clergyman
who had written some pious ejaculations in the
visitors’ book of a Swiss hotel where the poet of
“ Queen Mab ” happened to be staying. | remember,
too, Swinburne's defence of the word “ God” as the
one dropped out (by editorial hands) of that tremen-
dous indictment in the “ Ode to Liberty.” | remember,
likewise, a scornful passage in Swinburne’s early
Introduction (dated Christmas: 1865) to that little
volume of Byron’s selections. Southey had attacked
Byron with an unfair weapon. “ A poet by profes-
sion,” Swinburne wrote, “ he had assaulted with
feeble fury another poet, not on the fair and open
charge of bad verses, but under the impertinent and
irrelevant plea that his work was an affliction or an
offence to religion and morality—the most suscep-
tible, as the most intangible, among the creatures
of metaphor.” The creatures of metaphor! Could
philosophical contempt go further than that ?

, Swinburne was an anti-supernaturalist at every
point of the compass. He no more believed in a
future life than he believed in any other part of the
popular faith. In “ The Pilgrims ” he represents an
enemy asking the soldiers of liberty and progress
what they expect to gain : what light do they expect
to see after death ? if the world fares the better for
their sacrifices will they know it? if man triumph
who will tell them when they are in their graves ?
The answer is swift and decisive:—

“ Enough of light is this for one life’s span,
That all men born are mortal, but not man :

And we men bring death lives by night to sow,
That man may reap and eat and live by day.”

Or as he puts it elsewhere .(—

* Men perish, but man shall endure ; lives die, but the life is

not dead.”

In one of the loveliest choruses of Atalanta he sang
of man —
* His speech is a burning fire ;

With his lips he travaileth ;

In his heart is a blind desire,
In his eyes foreknowledge of death;

Ho weaves, and is clothed with derision ;
Sows, and he shall not reap;

His life is a watch or a vision
Between a sleep and a sleep.”

The same idea is grandly expressed in the last
stanza of the majestic threnody on Charles Baude-
laire—which is not unworthy to rank near “ Adonais”
itself—

“ For thee, O now a silent soul, my brother,
Take at my hands this garland, and farewell.
Thin is the leaf, and chill tho wintry smell,
And chill the solemn earth, a fatal mother.
With sadder than the Niobean womb,
And in the hollow of her breasts a tomb.
Content thee, howsoe'er, whose days are done ;
There lies not any troublous thing before,
Nor Bight nor Bound to war against thee more,

For whom all winds are quiet as the sun,
All waters as the shore.”

The strange haunting music, as of a great funeral
march, gives this poem a place apart in later nine-
teenth century literature. Not that it is at all
deficient in thought. Take the following lines, for
instance, which express so consummately love's
longing for the dead, and death’s refusal to give so
much as a hint in response i—
“ What ails us gazing where nil seen is hollow?
Yet with some fancy, yet with some desire,
Dreams pursue death as winds n flying lire,
Oar dreams pursue our dead and do not find.
Still, and more swift than they, the thin flame flies,
Tho low light fails us in elusive Bkies,
Still the foil'd earnest oar is doaf, and blind
Aro still the eluded eyes.”

Swinburne would certainly not have objected to
call himself a Freethinker. lie did so by implica-
tion in his noble book on Shakespeare. Referring
to Hamlet's soliloquy on reason and resolution, which
is rejected by the aotors as peremptorily as it might
bo by a convocation of priests, Swinburne says that
both on philosophical and poetical grounds it eclipses
the famous monologuo on suicide and doubt. Ho
calls it “ Tho ono especial speech, if any one such
especial speech there bo, in which tho personal
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genius of Shakespeare soars up to the very bigbe

of its height and strikes down to the very deepest o

its depth "—and “ the noblest pleading ever off@

for the rights of human reason.” Then he

this passage:— )

“ That Shakespeare was in the genuine sense- -tet

is, in the best and highest and widest meaning of ~
term—a free thinker, this otherwise practically &
avowedly superfluous effusion of all inmost thong
appears to me to supply full and sufficient evidence
the conviction of every candid and rational man. ~»
that loftiest and most righteous title which any 1
and reasoning soul can ever deserve to claim. *
greatest save one of all poetic thinkers has thus ma
good his right for ever.”

“ Freethinker ” being, then, the loftiest and
righteous title that even Shakespeare could d»l 1
it must necessarily have been acceptable to Sffi
burne.

I cannot close this article without noticing
scandalous circumstances of Swinburne’s inter®@®
in the family burial-ground at Bonchurch chor
yard. He desired his bones to rest there. He af3
ordered in his will that there should be no ro™Moey
ceremony at his funeral. Yet the rector, the 1 |
J. F. Andrews, started the Church of England ho ,
service, although he did not continue it, and di®
some pious reflections of his own afterwards, b j
of the mourners cried “ Shame !” It was a j
righteous indignation. Yet the blame does not
entirely on the clergyman. Mr. Theodore ™ ~
Dunton carries his share of it. Legally, under ~
last Act, he could have compelled the recto
accept a silent funeral. But he shilly-shall® T
what we fear is a characteristic manner.  Inste®{g
informing the rector that Swinburne
religious ceremony,” he appears to have
him that there was to be no “ formal service,
leaving the man of God a loophole of which be' (
the fullest advantage. Mr. Andrews, indeed, r
boasted of it on the following Sunday morning- *
read a letter from “ a distinguished layman,
gratulating him on “ holding aloft the banner of
Savior of the world "—for Swinburne’s opl®& ~8
whom (including “ crucified carrion ”) see the
“ Before a Crucifix.” Deti

Carlyle called Dean Stanley an old body- s@a
on account of his fondness for burying dieting
men—even “ infidels” like Darwin—in Wes*0 e
Abbey Mr. Andrews belongs to the 8&e™QGai™
nity. No doubt he remembers the text,
them to come in.’ J

But we blame Mr. Watts-Dunton most Off 3‘0
seems another case of “ Save me from my f('%}'_
What was the use of writing that it was 1
gruous that England’s great nature-worship®¥* Jis
have any kind of formal burial service realv,@
grave” ? That was not enough to arrest .
tian charity of the rector of Bonchurch. S~ID jfdeB
“ friend ” and sole executor should have a6
“religious ” instead of “ formal.” He 8-%fed $
have stood upon his legal rights—and or
reverend gentleman, with all his parapherna’
from tho funeral party. So much bo ®) ~ a6
done, and he betrayed his dead “ friend
doing it. gt

And now for a final word. It is really ° ft \
that Swinburne should bo a Freethinke = g®
indeed quite natural. Thero has be® ortb «
Christian poet since Coleridge. Worn8 rL
rather a Pantheist than a Christian w <
might have thought himself. Byron was a jjroysy
sceptic. Shelley was a convinced Atheist* ~i}
and Tonnyson wore nominally Christians» ~ h

were far from being orthodox. A1l jlioSjU
not a shred of Christian dootrino.
was an aggressive Atheist.  Georgo

and Thomas Hardy aro Freethinkers an n

ists.  Swinburne, like his friond M® .~ (
him, was simply in tho broad ourren
thought. Christianity no longor attia n

genius—and that is its doom. 6. Wi
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Does Science Degrade Man ?

nineteenth century will always be pointed back

as pre-eminently the century of scientific dis-
fu s"68’ and 60me °f the discoveries were of so
bg arnental and vital a character that they were
Yj,. to revolutionise all men’s thoughts and con-
r1'?ns concerning the Universe and their own
cov en thereto- The most important of these dis-
a, eri0s became public property less than fifty years
ouj enition of Darwin’s Origin of Species
appeared on November 24, 1859, while the
ihudd " and'd n°t come out till February, 1871.
QysWe Bee ™ a theory of evolution, now almost
i8trar-Uy accepted, is barely half-a-century old. It
lam6i aN very commencement of the century
tbeiM? eand Geoffrey Saint Hilaire had expressed

attrih n mntability of species; but they
ad ad variations to the operation of purpose
rgig * Parw*i and Wallace were the first natu-
ag” to discover the great law of Natural Selection

prQu Pr®server and perpetuator of the variations
ad & m Struggle for Existence among plants
dentlv?iP*8 dlhey made this discovery indepen-

that th w”en tkcy compared notes they found
Itjo Were *n fundamental agreement,
the n known how fiercely the Church attacked

deeadedVf ~°c”Yne during the first two or three
Natthfi’K-Ats history; and notl:iin? is clearer than
i8self.gé rj~ er opposition was wholly justifiable. It
hot both ~ at Christianity and Darwinism can-
tenOuili U3 true. That is why Darwin himself
QPure a “ .Christian Faith and ended his life as
°f uvolnruaoe~ o’ ®*hle and the modern theory
flict bet 100 are etcrnally irreconcilable. The con-
only tGWeen Scriptural theology and Science can
(%1998 ‘Date with the downfall nf onn nr thn
lu
Pluinlvr 0Ori9in of Species observant minds could
~ag Z Iscern the germs of the Descent of Man. It
CeH-~eneewagie te such alear thinkers as Sir
an-r Lyell, the geologist, that all spoocios p =
f d animals,’” with the solitary exception of the
gQ,an ecies, had been evolved from owei
the t earnest students postponed their accep
¢ teacbing of the Origin of Species until they coni
S ° lentioa8ly aPPly it to man. It is a highly sig-
* * * fact, in this connection, that Hux ey s
tQ; ? n Mature was published nearly ten years prior
C fn in"8 Descent of Man, although in .the On?m
tbrm»™arw' n had intimated that itspnncip t
& light on the origin of the human
iTaft k~he same time appeared Lyell’s
40l  ®°th books were roughly handle i
encum. Woriting to Lyell, Darwin said
.“hid you ever read anything so wretched as the
enteum reviews of you, and of Huxley C3 ,
object to make man old, and Huxley's obje to
degrade him. The wretched writer has not g ghmpso
M\lgl id /S\(?rrgliﬁvay of® scientific truth means. How
not k> P?8es aro in Huxley, but I foar tho book
« ih, first

00 Popular.
tether th 1aest>on to bo considered is, of course,
ruan : ° doctrine of evolution, in its applic_ation
- uruo BF RBE:  T-fR0C> VIMRSEROM bt
thL”oSi though it contradicts .... aCcount of
w j°8y? If the truth of the sci Of necessity
c - urir?in canbe estadblished,the 6 ,ﬁ\ory there
the grquna, and man’ , «

iy g e and.man's gley. « b7
N /\Or ;ﬁﬁe’ifglgﬂ flr?clt.hé\at- ho has risen. ISnop
Bf Ing 't n Bible was so unshakable
Bn* , 8d°hate at Oxford ho chaffed

race.
y., €

N

Cxiev oyn MG, IS, sittin
is about to-t3L s o Y T h & 3T

N as tg his pelief in being ,~ /o0 rand-
187 from I?Fs grand atIQgrs or hm g .

< i [,g side that the ?__pe ~ @ ?2nrZ nB, “in?

" klidretort, Professor Fawcett ni - .fa "o, ¢

thg.t " deserved and bo inimitahlo its mannor

"Pteg0-°n?. » 0 WBS Present can ever forgot tho
IQat it made  “ I should feol it no shamo
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to have risen from such an origin; but | should feel
it a shame to have sprung from one who prostituted
the gifts of culture and of eloquence to the service
of prejudice and of falsehood.”

Now, if the Bible is true, Science does degrade
man ; but if Science is right, it is the Bible that
degrades him. So numerous and irrefutable are the
evidences of man’'s descent from lower forms that
the bulk of present-day theologians have been obliged
to surrender Genesis, and many of them Paul as
well. But the sacrifice they have made only enhances
the awkwardness and difficulty of their position.
As long as they believe in God, it is inevitable that
they should be constantly hurled from one horn of
a dilemma to the other, and back again, without end.
God is at once their supreme need and their fatal
snare. On the assumption that God exists man’s
history is an inexplicable puzzle. The one con-
tradicts and denies the other; and the theologian
has no choice but to believe in both. This is ex-
tremely awkward, and the consequence is that the
divines have split up into several opposing factions.
There are still a few who accept Genesis and Paul
without demur. There are others who are evolu-
tionists as far as man’s physical nature is concerned,
but who regard his soul or spirit as a special gift
bestowed upon him by a special creative act. But
there are those who are thoroughgoing evolutionists
all the way, only they regard the evolutionary pro-
cess as having been from the beginning under the
directive control of infinite wisdom and love. These
three schools, however, are confronted by the same
insuperable difficulty; namely, how to account for
the indubitable fact that God's masterpiece is so
shockingly imperfect. The first two schools aver
that the man whom the perfect Creator made in his
own image miserably fell. But how could an abso-
lutely perfect creature ever fall ? This question is
variously and conflictingly but never satisfactorily
answered. The third school maintains that man’s
nature got polluted on its way upward through the
vegetable and animal kingdoms, so that the first man
did not become sinful because he sinned, but sinned
because he was sinful.

To prove that this third school of theology
actually exists it is only necessary to make a quota-
tion from one of the latest defences of the Biblical
dootrine of man. In his Christianity: Its Nature
and its Truth, Professor Peake, of the University
of Manchester, says:—

“ Man camo into being with a sinful nature which
woke to rebellion at the touch of the law. Till the law
came he was innocent, but once there dawned upon him
the consciousness of the moral order, the life of inno-
cence was broken up, the sinful nature found expression
in the act of trespass, and innocence gave place to guilt.
And as God looked upon it ho saw the whole character
of humanity clearly displayed, pronounced ail men
sinners, and imposed tho penalty of physical death.”

The book from which that extract is made was
written for the express purpose of helping young
people to meet successfully Atheistic assaults upon
their faith. In reality, however, Dr. Peake’s inter-
pretation of the dogma of Original Sin furnishes the
strongest argument imaginable against the moral
perfection of the Deity. It is declared that through-
out its whole course evolution has been under the
infallible control and supervision of an infinitely
good and powerfal God, and yet we are coolly
assured that when man arrived he had a nature
bo sinful that he fell at the first breath of tempta-
tion, for which nnpreventable fall his Maker holds
him responsible, and inilicts punishment upon him.
Who can believe in such a God 1 Or who, believing in
him, could ovor honestly worship him ?

Is it not incontrovertible that the theological
dootrine of man, in whatever version considered, is
an insufferable affront to onr moral sense, as well as
an intolerable insult to our reason ? No such man
as tho divino portrays could ever cherish a single
shred of solf-respeot, while ho could not help hating
and despising his Creator. Like Job, he woold
violently curse tho day of his birth, and yearn with
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unspeakable longing for the silent sleep of the tomb.
Now, Science presents man as the highest and
noblest of the animals, as the finest product of the
evolutionary process, and as having within him the
possibilities of yet further growth and development.
To Science, the theological commodity called sin is
utterly unknown. The moral sense is simply the
sense of social responsibility, which is shared, in a
greater or lesser degree, by all gregarious animals.
Man’s greatness, or superiority, results from the
extraordinary quantity and quality of his brain.
Sir Oliver Lodge is everlastingly expatiating upon
the necessary immortality of moral values; but
moral values have no meaning outside of society.
Mr. Campbell is quite right when he says that “ we
are seeing a new dignity in man by regarding him,
not as the rebellious and helpless subject of an
omnipotent Sovereign Judge, but as integral to the
universal life itself,” only it must be borne in mind
that for us the universal life is confined within this
world.  We know of nothing beyond it, nor do we
need anything beside it. We believe in the unity of
all the life known to us, from the lowliest plant and
animal to the most brilliant human genius ; and it is
undeniable that the difference between top and
bottom is merely one of degrees and purely meta-
phorical.

Science, then, does not degrade man; it simply
assigns him his place in the natural order, and tells
him what is expected of him as occupier of the
summit of terrestrial existence. It does not flatter
him, neither does it cover him with self-contempt;
but it encourages him to know himself and his
relationships, in order that his life may become
richer and fuller, a source of strength and comfort
to the community as well as to himself. Surely
there is nothing degrading in such a conception of
human life. On the contrary, it is an elevating and
ennobling conception. As Euripides says :(—

“ Happy he, on the weary sea
Who hath fled the tempest and won the haven.
Happy whoso hath risen, free,
Above his striving. For strangely graven
Is the orb of life, that one and another
In gold and power may outpass his brother.
And men in their millions float and flow
And seethe with a million hopes as leaven;
And they win their Will, or they miss their Will,
And the hopes are dead or are pined for still;
But who'er can know,

As the long days go,
That To Live is happy, hath found his Heaven 1’

J. T. Lioyd.

Monism and Christianity.—II.

(Concluded from p. 244.)

IN sharply contrasting the Monistic and the Chris-
tian view of the function of the individual, Dr.
Warschauer really raises the old question of the
relations of the individual to society. And although
Dr. Warschauer does admit the influence of certain
Bocial conditions on individual character, his main
position commits him to a species of sociological
atomism. He would agree with those writers who
argue that society is a mere aggregate of individual
human beings. On the other hand, ono may submit
that, while society is an aggregate of individuals,
itis yet something more than is given in any
cluster of individuals merely added together. The
strength of an army is not the mere sum-total of the
strengths of the individual members composing it; it
is that plus the addition of what results from combi-
nation. The product of a chemical compound is not
to be discovered by adding together the properties or
gualities of its constituents. Some quality is given in
the combination not to bo found in its constituent
parts. And in the same way no amount of adding
together of individuals can give us all that we find in
a social structure. Wo cannot, try how we may,
derive society from the individual. Wo can, as will
be soon, derive the individual from society.
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I am not claiming the existence of some mysterio@®
social ego presiding over society, as theologians a®
ceived a soul dominating the organism. My point
that just as | am made up of the various parts of
organism plus the combination of these parts, a
that just as the relations between these parts are,
real as the parts themselves, so there developes a sod
force which expresses the relations existing betwee
all individuals, and which is as real as the individn®
themselves. And this is strictly analogous to all t®
we know, scientifically, of other forces. The 1
of gravitation, the laws of heat, light, and sound a
the expressions of a relation, and have no exist&
apart from the relations between atoms of mat |j
And it would be as absurd to deny the existence
gravitation, because it cannot be shown apart fr
matter, as it is to deny the existence of this &
force, because we cannot separate it from the >
viduals that comprise society. 9

It is perfectly true that, apart from indivio* J
society has no existence, but it is equally truet
apart from society, the individual ceases to
Society is no more an abstraction than is the 1
vidual. When we speak of society it is true tha »
are expressing the totality of individual actions,
it is also true that when we speak of the 1
vidual we are expressing the result of a whole =
plex of social forces. Take from the individo®
that society gives him in the shape of lang“ 1S
beliefs, clothing, institutions, take away the re
existing between him and his fellows, and the »
vidual, as we know him, has ceased to exist-
view of the ca3 is certainly as true as the O |
and when such opposing conclusions can be log »
reached, it is highly probable that the trot ~
between the two, or in a combination of both. e
truth is that either aspect alone represents a ©
sided view of the subject. Neither individua y
society can, or ought to be, considered
Both are aspects of the same fact. The infl ~
is a concrete expression of social forces ; s°cl@Ngt
generalised expression of individual activities. w
is an organism precisely because, like aHorgani”™n"i,.
cannot understand aright any one of the part® e
out considering its relation to the whole, andbe”j
one cannot appreciate the whole without unde“®
ing the nature and function of each of the Par

One may reaoh the same conclusion by ajjit'
method. Much is often made of tho state®Ro”"
the end of social aotion is the production Q. jg

individuals. This is true ; but individuation”™ %j,
product, biologically, of a differentiation, a° ftl
instead of making the part less dependent 1t

whole, really involves a greater coherence” jf
more profound inter-dependence of parts.
animal organism the taking on of specific %
by certain groups of cells involves tho per* »
of other functions by other groups; and tbu’

in view of a specifio function a particular ® ~»
may be said to acquire a greater individuall
another point of view its individuality is &
sion of the organised cell life of tho entire 1
With equal truth this generalisation k°l Afij
the individual in relation to society. Sod . jm®
necessarily results, not in the production -ptv
viduals who are abovo sooial forces and wn .(©th
them, but in tho production of individua 1
express the highly elaborated sooial t°rCDD If
and around them. There is positively
source of their existence. An individual ca°Qy A
now forces ; ho can only utiliso those alr°a (e
ing. And unless he is the exact equivalen j
forces that preceded him, neither moro no

have in the individual something that i®, 3}.
of explanation, and which cuts tho gr°
under all scientific and all coherent

very feeling of tho individual that he 18 » J ¢
social forces is a triok of tho imagina
ultimately expresses tho doopor truth I j
cated. ji e

The most striking apparent oxooptions' sy
to enforce this truth. Probably in thinking
almost lawless individualities, many won
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°se “ money kings ” whose actions seem to be fet-
red by no consideration of social service. And yet,
Pitting on one side that we are here dealing with
e predatory instincts modified to meet new
editions, the fact remains that the most lawless of
ogroup are as dependent upon social forces as any
a ®&S For these men hold the wealth they have,
of I ~~Qst10 the methods they employ, wholly in virtue
fo f 80c'al discipline—respect for private property,
pr 'wmeedom of action, habits of obedience, etc.—the
ex’P'e have been subjected to, and to the laws—
Pressions of the same social discipline—which
i- ec8them from assault. So that, paradoxical as
81may sound, the very people who imagine them-
aouB freest from the control of the social forces,
bosO who are most dependent upon their exist-
ar™ ~d operation.
of po now>i think, see more clearly the futility
forlor Warscbauer;s remark that * the smallest and
froram9St actnal slum baby appeals to our sympathy
>d fasurably more than a vast dim aggregate of
beca®dn8uishable items called the Race.” Naturally,
Pniv 8 Ve bave. here a concrete illustration of a
act vrsa™acf> without whioh the general fact would
iSX®aFProoiated. But the very sympathy which
&Hda'.f 18 race'horn, is an expression of the race
of which Dr. Warschauer apparently thinks
direct vaite> And sympathy, while immediately
i) 8 towards the individual, is ultimately directed
hewar S race-welfare. The love of the mother for
Vati is aH@ure’'s method of securing race-preser-
i8 hatur 'D™ 8ymPathy of one person with another
ti‘Qa 8 Method of securing that social co-opera-
Geese to 6 . °i0hcy without which human life would

ol

ticular ; 6fL8” *8 always good not to lose the par-

signto f e SoOnoOral, but it is also good not to lose

i8 hecan ~ af the particular is only what it
If relation to the general,

asked pa bas heen said be correct, what, it may be
viduai i eC°mes of tho individual? Well, the indi-
his true aS mucb there as ever; we simply realise
The indi~a*” ani™fancti°n in the social organism.
°f the J Idual \8 DO more doomed than an analysis

ar0 ~8°f light destroys the beauty of a sunset.

bdt it is rS as ever t° appreciate the individual,
a PercentO Intefl'gent appreciation that comes from
~Ctnan't ° b*a “ruo naturo and of his relations

aod helm y as a whole>in place of the unreasoning
m Oindivia8 Y °nder °f a disguised supernaturalism,
~ctnpteho - stand?, not as the chance produot of
aed exprese? 8e P°wers, hut as the necessary resuR
That th;SI°Q  80°iai forces always in operation.
~egress | aconcePtion robs us of the incentive to
? ace, profore ior a moment believe. In the first
O b®depend"8 [ti8elf ie not such a chance thing as
one per ,6na uPon the voluntary co-operation of
0O study 801 or °f aoy group of persons. Those
thessinc o n n ™ be history of ideas and of pro-
néllt that b ra 860 tho truth of Spencer’s state-
T¥°iding fUndan Pregressis all of a piece with the
< 18°ot ar, a ,0Wer and the development of a planet.
A Of th! CCldent>bufc a necessity. ideas are
w  Ribourkh #fast operating upon the plesent ;
find , 10ea9 cannot run without feet, they
i,Pression Particular human -—vdhicle 'for their
‘it these *g mQch hearer the truth to say
|<<-J<«v!iéE§j fiQd their vgnt in nagivignals than tinat
t? &lf-esteemea’™Q i ~ 0Oas themselves. Flattering
thwl.r.ex*stenfnas 18 Yo notion that ideas depend for
q *8finite dnaPOn this or that individual, it is ono
&tfGldly ft scientific foundation.
QF oxfrk.! if fi a”Dly a question of how we are to
as rflf°rts must i° In®®v*dual originates social forces,
the o ~arschan..1l0 concentratod on individuals, or,
‘taelr dividuai pQt8 it*“ We must take care of
of p/ If, hOv-__leave the race to take care of
linaof°kl0oss srcin?r, th.° individual is tho oxprossion
8cinT effort m,»tluao?ion8 nnti reactions, then tho
‘aanb Conditior>u ° In 7be direction of modifying
N °5*a* An°dg ° a8 tO mako for a more desirable
*sttereed havo RrO tO ho guided by oxperienoe,
Method, p hesitation in declaring for tho
pxporionee testifies to tho

futility of our expecting ideas and beliefs to flourish
in an unsuitable environment. Moral teaching is
equally futile unless the general environment is such
as gives it countenance. To do Christianity justice,
one must admit that there ha3 never been with it
any lack of mere moral instruction; but there has
been a fatal neglect of the conditions that would
give the moral instruction force. A people is always
what its environment makes it; only we must be
careful to count in the environment the biological
and psychological forces along with the purely
material ones.

Finally, there is the question of inspiration. This
is ultimately a question of imagination. Dr. War-
schauer thinks the slum baby more effective than
anything else. Others there are who find little
inspiration in particular individuals, who may be
quite unattractive objects. To them the story
of human progress appeals far more powerfully.
They feel that, unlovely and undesirable as certain
individuals may be, their unloveliness and undesir-
ability are atoned for by the worthiness of humanity
as a whole. It is not that they multiply nothing to
get something, or that they hope by a multiplication
of ugliness to get beauty, but that the conception of
a slowly-developing humanity compensates for the
partial failures and for the marred beauty of isolated
instances. And surely there is in this human story,
from cave man to poet, philosopher, and scientist,
enough inspiration to fire the most Bloggish imagina-
tion. There is enough to make one feel that, what-
ever our failures may be, they are neither eternal nor
irremediable ; that the course of evolution has loaded
the dice in our favor; and that even though as indi-
viduals we are mere links in the chain of beings, as
links we still play our parts, and so serve to provide
a finer metal out of which may be formed the links

that f°llOW’ C. COHEX.

Acid Drops.

Mr. Edgar Wallace is a novelist. We state this “ from
information received ”—for we are totally unacquainted with
his productions. Perhaps it is because he is a novelist that
he is allowed to write in the Sunday Chronicle on Religion.
What he writes is “ For Young Men Only.” We may be
permitted to hope, therefore, that the young women of
Manchester and the district are not expected to trouble
themselvos about his utterances. Mr. Wallace starts by
saying that “ a youDg man without religion is a young man
without reverence, and a young man without reverence is
an unpleasant and unnatural object.” This gentleman
seems to think that reverence depends upon religion, where-
as tho truth is that religion exploits reverence. Reverence
is a natural human quality, and Freethinkers have at least
as much of it as religionists, only they apply it to different
objects. They can revere the genius of Shakespeare, oven
when they do not revere the genius of the author of the book
of Jonah. They can revere the heroism of a Bruno, even
when they do not revere the heroism of the “ martyr” who
cried out, “ My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”
They can rovero tho beautiful motherhood in a Raphael
Madonna, oven when they do not revere the blasphemous
absurdity of “ the Mother of God.” Freethinkers, in short,
give their reverence to the natural and Christians to tho
supernatural. That is the real difference. All the rest is
pious fudge.

A young man without reverence is certainly apt to be an
unpleasant person. But this only means that all men,
young or old, who are devoid of love, and admiration, and
instinctive respect for what is true and good and beautiful,
and equally instinctive deference to intellectual and moral
superiority,—are apt to be unpleasant persons. There are
myriads of them, alas, in England, in spite of tho religious
education thoy havo all received in elementary schools and
elsewhoro. Mr. Edgar Wallace, although a novelist, surely
does not mean that all the frivolous, and flippant, and ill-
manuerod youths in England come out of the Freethought
camp. It is roally not religion they want. That has been
all around them from infancy. What they want is better
moutal and moral training. If they had only been taught
good manners and correct speech, instead of tho Life of
King David and tho Virgin Birth of Christ, they would have
been far hotter worth living with,—for, after all, you can’'t
smother or Bhoot them, disagrecablo as they arc.
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We quite understand Mr. Edgar Wallace’'s advice to his
“young men only "—* Do not be drawn into speculation or
argument on religious matters.” That way danger lies. The
young man who thinks is lost. Let him read Mr. Edgar
Wallace instead.

“ Young men only "—it would be no use teaching this to
young women—are warned against giving “ expression ” to
their religious opinions, as “ the expression of them will
hurt somebody’s feelings.” But why does not the teacher
practise his own precepts? He gives expression to his
religious opinions. He says, for instance, that “ You can be
a Christian without believing anything except God is Love.”
Now this is only Mr. Edgar Wallace's opinion. And it is a
highly controvertible one.” We doubt if there is a single
Christian clergyman m England who would endorse it.
Here, then, is a man who proclaims a religious opinion
which is in flagrant opposition to the teaching of every
Christian church in the country, and who yet warns his
readers to keep their religious opinions entirely to themselves
lest they should “ hurt somebody’s feelings.” This is a
climax. Enough of Mr. Edgar Wallace 1

Sir Oliver Lodge has been discoursing in a Walsall chapel
on “ Life and its Meaning.” His lecture was full of asser-
tions which he appears to regard as arguments. He fails to
see that when he says, 111 believe this "—*“ 1 do not believe
that he is simply talking personalities. His belief, about
anything, is of no earthly importance to anybody but him-
self. The only thing of any real importance is what he
knows,—and on the subjects on which he is so fond of lec-
turing he knows absolutely nothing. He plainly told the
Walsall audience that he did not know what Life was, yet
he was quite cocksure as to its Meaning,—which, as our old
friend Euclid says, is absurd. He talked about “ the Spirit
of Life ” as if he was in communication with that personage
by telephone or wireless telegraphy from Birmingham Uni-
versity. All through the report in the local Observer we note
that Sir Oliver Lodge was applauded every time he patted
Christianity on the back. But in doing that he is not
speaking as a man of science at all; he is simply speaking
as a distinguished citizen who wants to stand well with the
great sentimental, fat-headed majority.

Sir Oliver Lodge told his audience that they could all
help God. This was very flattering to their vanity, and
they accepted itwith great cheerfulness. What the Almighty
thought of it is a very different question. But the learned
lecturer tried his hand at jocosity, and the effort was not
exactly successful. He reminded his hearers that the text
“ The Lord hath need of him ” was said by the Lord him-
self of the donkey with which he proposed to ride into
Jerusalem; and “ that showed that no one is so lowly, in-
significant, and unimportant as not to be of use.” The moral
is that if you can’t be anything else, you can at least be a
donkey for somebody else to rido. But is there any noed of
accentuating that old lesson ? The multitude have always
cheerfully played the part of donkey, and the priests have
ridden them with the greatest ease and assurance. They
have even taken their friends up behind them, and tho
donkeys have bucked up every timo tho load was increased.

There may be another moral to Sir Oliver Lodge's illus-
tration. The Lord had need of an ass when ho went into
Jerusalem ; and judging by a large number of his represen-
tatives ho has had need of many an ass since.

Tho Church Army has paid (£12,000 for the old “ York-
shire Stingo ” public-house and brewery in tho Marylobono-
road. The inspired nowspapor announcement says tho
place has “ fallen into the hands of the Church Army,” and
that by acquiring it “ tho Army defeatod an attempt at pur-
chase by a well-known firm of distillers.” Wo hopo nobody
is quite foolish enough to suppose that this will injure the
brewing trade or losson by ono glass the consumption of
beer or spirits. Tho real object of the purchase is obvious
to all sensible people who road that ;16,000 more is re-
quired to fit the promises for “ spiritual purposes.”

Blackpool Beach has been a happy hunting-ground for
gypsy fortune-tellers, who could mako ¢(CIO a day in tho
season—according to tho police. But the corporation has
ordered them off, und tho chief constable is bringing
lingerers before tho “ beak.” Wo aro not pleading for them,
but wo do say that gypsy fortuno-tollors aro quito as honest
as Catholic priests who tako money to hurry souls through
purgatory. They aro quite as honest, for that matter, as tho
Archbishop of Canterbury. Taking money for saying what
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you don’t know is the same business whether it is done
sixpence or for six thousand pounds.

Dr. Clifford was bound to have something to say about tM
declaration of Mr. C. Hole, President of the National Unio*
of Teachers, in favor of Secular Education. He is alio™6
to occupy a whole column of the largest type in the B®Ll»
News. Of course he is at his old tricks from beginning «
end. Once more he asserts, with Mr. Hole, that the “ S®
must disendow all sectarian teaching.” He takes no notl”
whatever of the fact that it has been pointed out tobi®,
hundred times by Catholic, Anglican, and Freethinker! &
even by straightforward Nonconformist, that the *“ s'®?
Bible teaching” which Dr. Clifford affects is just ﬁ@
“ geskakian,” assany okkex form- of religious imsthiuction. (.)
goes on repeating his old shibboleth as if nobody bad eye
said anything against it—as if it held undisputed
of the field. That is one regular trick of his. Another
pretending that he is himself in favor of Secular Educat@™
if you understand it as he does. What he means js- 10 U
a phrase of his own—Secular Education plus the Bdj ’
which, as we told him some time ago, is very muck 1
being in favor of Vegetarianism plus Beefsteak, or TootO"
ism plus Whisky. Dr. Clifford knows very well that ~
Bible could never bo anything else than a book of relig'd0,s
the hands of teachers and scholars in the public scb®
And for that very reason all who understand that Sec
Education simply means the exclusion of religious educa ~
are utterly opposed to the Bible being placed in the baud
the children at all during school-hours.

Being one of the craftiest old sophists in England™“
therefore in the whole world, Dr. Clifford tries to cou™Cf
the issue by giving four—yes, four—different definitOu™ 9
Secular Education. We give his own words in order
there may be no mistake :— (6

* So far as | can see, there are four classes of advoca
‘ secular ' education : j
(1) Those who would not allow any use whatever ~
part of the Biblo in State schools. They aro very fe'f’
I have never heard of a teacher amongst them.
(2) Those who would simply read the Bible. *pr-
(3) Those who would read the Biblo and give
Angus called ‘ lexical® explanations—i e., such as wo
giveiy by @ BREReY in thk trsy of Nt ar Brnyan gﬂUél
(4) Those—and they form the vast majority—w°°cjtyO
for the use of portions of the Bible suited to the capa” @)
the children, such use to be literary, historical, el egiol-
spiritual; but never in any way theological or ecc'?8fj «»i
Sure as we are men, that last is the just way, and t
the nation has to go.”
Now there is only ono honest definition of Secular “
tion, and that ono Dr. Clifford always avoids. AfflOD jf
many protencos is that of being ignorant of tho exist. (
the Secular Education League, which includes
nearly all Churches and non-Christians outside all CD j i3
The ono principle they hold in common is very simpl0' elj-
that the State shall not teach religion at all in the ¢ j”»
tary schools—that religious teaching of any kind s fie
bo given during school hours or at tho public eVjyS9
This principle rules out Dr. Clifford’s “ spiritual” tca® po™
much as Dr. Bourne’s or Dr. Davidson’s. In using <1 £1®
“ spiritual,” indeed ho has given himself away at 1a%® e
friends of Secular Education, if they win, as thoj.",
likely to, will tako precious good caro that “ SP'~jcal"
teaching does not lead to “ theological or occled® .jjpat
teaching. They will keep it out altogether ; thon A
load to anything.
_____ , paM

Mr. G. K. Chesterton, in tho following Saturday3 “Yjfh

News, made mincemeat of Dr. Clifford’s foolish 1°/° ' jgttoll

regard to using tho Biblo as *“ literaturo” Mr. C
wroto :— ny"l'cj
“ Can the Koran be treated as literaturo? YeS  r4iir
except in Islam. Can the Bible be taught as pure
Yes ; anywhere except in a Protestant country.
havo always said tho same thing. Tho Biblo igouli
is not a book of litoraturo, but a book of religion- *jta

a book of literature amongst pooplo who do not
anything else. Mr. Chesterton puts another P
neatly :(— esV
“ Either the Bible must bo offered as B)|(®cd &3 913
ordinary or as something ordinary. If ft ia “ the
thing extraordinary, that is certainly unfair to ary,t)%jg
and doubters. If it is offered as something O <p8 pnd
grossly and atrociously unfair to the tlieologl
believers.” **e<, Bib'0"V
Mr. Chesterton blandly tells Dr. Clifford that > aljj to”
promiso " is false both to the civic idea of libcr x\/ go'
Protestant idea of tho Biblo.” Tho poor man 1s
way.
. ) iMIt
Rev. Thomas Phillips goos tho longtli of Oug™
ing for tho honor and glory of Josus Christ.
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bavO the daring,” he says, “ to claim all that is good in
®erything for Jesus Christ.” There are movements outside
organised Christianity” which this reverend gentleman
«commends the Churches to seize and appropriate at once,
«order that “ the front place in the social reform van, the
- k of the firing-line, may be occupied, not by the
i f j-Msts i>at by the Christian Church.” And yet we are
E@'ﬁ‘«‘.ha.t, \be Christian morality is the noblest, the most
‘esacrificing the world has ever seen.

ate t-le ®urrers; number of the Hilbert Journal particular
6vil tlon is called to the fact that Christianity has fallen on
pte ays- The article entitled “ Credo ” closes in a lament,
of ®nt'day Christians are said to be worshipers of “ a note
ticniditrre®a™*°n " » they are described as victims to “ the
havin' y,, wh'ch dare commit itself to nothing,” and as
nat ® <a balf.hearted religion which negotiates for its
~eath”  Proposes a perpetual parley with Doubt, Sin, and

ity” This is only a polite way of saying that Chris-

is dying, and that its defenders know it.

C P’ .Thomson, M.A., of Glasgow (Kelvinside U. F.
gone admits that “ even where the Gospel of Christ has
"Chri a onal and racial antagonisms remain,” and that
the laiJ PeoPlea are the worst offenders.” Very naively
Hot Cod adds: 1L This does not prove that Christ is
‘«Perfnn® reconcBe the nations, but that the nations are
teCocil W Christianised." That is to say, Christ would

6 the nations if only ho could Christianise them.

ti’nh  ~™9°dell Holmes is quoted as answering the ques-
thug. , 2d'd not think Christianity had proved a failure

; rathenwthisi kUiibtiotihas never been tried." That
uisationlSat °nce true and false* Aa an ecclesiastical orga-
modelled aS a Worarchy grounded in superstition and
enortQou °n woman Empire, Christianity has been an
tiser of 3s)lcce8s! but as a moralising agent and a harmo-
latter canat-0U8.it bas ~een a lamentable failure. In the

fromthe™a®'~'  bas no”™even been tried, and this because
Very character of its teaching it is not triable.

J*may 03 diminished interest in Foroign Missions,
«st yeat,H 0a*one” there was a decrease of ¢£3,400 in
Nat the 1 Insome °i the Wesleyan Missionary Society, and
peted is i' i amount of the Society’'s debt for the same
n t«tendo °tween. 6 and ¢(£7. And yet Christ reigns in
m athendOra,lanc® *8 on the eve of mounting the throno in

S™re tnonGy comPlot8 bis triumph all that is wantod
ike @7, * .
to8l for C rebukes a South Australian clergy-

Ve8es” asl-AMn™ N an “ Colenso exposod the mistakes of
* Ingersohf* " ~'as bo QOUFWBIng Bishop Colenso with

> 1?7tQ cOi.L -But.surely our contemporary must bo
vjoienso wroto many larg TS {ﬁ%ﬁﬂeﬁfﬂﬁﬁ%

¥ ORGP S FIRASR > OPISHIORS ARaltS

\Wv e*city and inspiration raised y y 9 gome M**-
o o . :

J. bt ROns)dnasiselh e ¢ ubtien on

¢ ¢ -
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and insults at these images; but the cursing ceases a few
minutes before 12, and the crowds line up the streets, and
listen for the noonday chimes. As soon as the cathedral
bells ring out, the images are torn down amid frantic yells,
and cast into bonfires. There they explode, and each
explosion is greeted with renewed curses, as representing
the soul of Judas fleeing into hell.”  This is very rough on
poor Judas. Without him, apparently, there would have
been no Crucifixion—and therefore no Atonement and no
Salvation. Disraeli and De Quincey were more just to
Judas. The former suggested that Christians ought to
erect a monument to his memory.

We are told that Christ has Ll robbed death of its sting.”
He has not. The sting of death, the Bible says, is sin; and
it is well known that even the brightest Christian complains
to the very last that his heart is full of sin, so that when
death comes it finds in him a great abundance of that, which
enables it to sting him with a vengeance. It is Freethought,
by annihilating sin, that robs death of the power to sting. It
is the Atheist who faces death without a tremor, because it
is he alone who understands what death is and does.

It is a highly significant fact that at the advent of death
Christians experience more poignant sorrow and are more
hopeless than Freethinkers. The reason is that the former
are victims to thatlldread of something after death ” which
“ puzzles the will,” and which, acting, through a morbidly
developed conscience, makes cowards of them, while to the
latter death is merely the inevitable, and not always un-
welcome, end of life. And for the same reason the Free-
thinker’s outlook upon life generally is serener and whole-
somer than that of the Christian. The British Congrega-
tionalist is simply romancing when it says that the Chris-
tian life is “a glad and unshadowed ” Festival. It is
nothing of the kind ; at best it is but a perilous pilgrimage
through “ a waste, howling wilderness” to an imaginary
feast in an imaginary paradise.

The Bishop of Southwark has been saying some funny
things, though they were meant to be serious, about Chris-
tianity and peace. He lamented that so much of “ the best
forces of wealth, statesmanship, and energy were drained
off into the provision of colossal armaments ”"— after nearly
2,000 years of Christ's “ glorious gospel of righteousness
and peace.” But he still looked forward to a better state of
things in the sweet by-and-bye. There would yet be a
“ many-sided life, full of kindness and full of peace, full of
the accomplished purpose of God, which must be the desire
of His heart.” His reverend lordship did not appear to see
the tremendous joke he was perpetrating. God Almighty
cherishing tho desire of his heart for nearly 2,000 years and
being no nearer its accomplishment now than he was at the
bsginniDgl Is it possible to go beyond that in a farcical
direction ? -

In the Third Collect for Good Friday the Lord is requested
to “ have mercy upon all Jews, Turks, Infidels, and Heretics.”
Tho friends of Turkey want the “ Turks ” left oat in
future, and the Archbishop of Canterbury has promised to
see what can be done for them. No doubt the “ Jews ” and
* Heretics ” will want to be left out also, and the “ Infidels”
will remain in solitary glory. Perhaps tho Lord will then
show mercy to the “ Infidels ” by instructing his worshipers
to slander and libel them a little less. That would do very
well for a beginning.

A morning newspaper has been telliug tho story of a
Scotchman who habitually absented himself from kirk, and
pleaded his dislike of long sermons. “ Deed, man,” said the
minister, “ if ye dinua mend, yo may land yersell where
yo'll no bo troubled wi’ mony sermons either lang or short.”
“ Weel,” said tho absentee, “ but it mayna be for want of
ministers.” -

This reminds us of the story of the parsons and tho
village natural. There had been an assembly of parsons,
which broke up too late for them to got home, and they
had all to stay the night at tho village inn. It was cold
weather, a big firo was blazing in tho large public room,
aud tho parsons were all gathered round it. Presently the
village natural entered the room and tried in vain to get
near tho centro of warmth. A villager said that the
“ natural ” was given to dreaming, and one of the parsons
asked him what ho had been dreaming lately. “ Oh,” he
said, “ | droamt | died tho other night and went to hell.”
“ Aud what sort of a place was it ?” asked the man of God.
« Oh,” said tho poor fellow, “ it was very much like this.
You couldn’t seo tho firo for parsons.”

Thoro is a delicious paragraph, headed “ Strange Effects
of tho Now Turkish Constitution,” in Life and Work, the
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Church of Scotland magazine. It appears that “ a serious
crisis has arisen in connection with the Syrian Protestant
College ” at Beyrout. Of the 850 students in the College,
120 are Moslems and 70 Jews—the rest being Syrian and
Greek Christians. The rule has been that the College day
begins and closes with “ a gathering in the College Hall for
Scripture reading, praise, and prayer.” But now that re-
ligious liberty is secured by the new Turkish Constitution,
the Moslem and Jewish students decline to attend College
chapel or to be present at classes for Bible-reading. They
also declare that they will resist any attempt at expelling
them. The Committee, however, have instructed the
Principal that “ no child, of whatever race and religion, can
be exempted from religious instruction.” This shows what
the Mission is really after. Proselytism is the real object,
and education is only the bait to fish with.

The Rev. H. S. Woollcombe, who has been head
of the famous Oxford House in Bethnal Green for
nearly eight years, tells a Daily Chronicle interviewer that
the East-end of London is generally painted much blacker
than it is. *“ Religious workers ” even, he says, “ often
exaggerate the sin and squalor, in order to raise funds. |
know of a case where a certain rich lady, who took up slum
work, had a special class of very dirty boys selected for her,
so that the needs of the district might be brought more
clearly before her.” This is a point on which the reverend
gentleman may be regarded as speaking with authority.
But when he says, “ | see signs that secularism is weaken-
ing,” it may be regarded as a case of the wish being father
to the thought. If the reverend gentleman will walk round
to Victoria Park any Sunday afternoon or evening, and stop
at the platform of the Bethnal Green N. S. S. Branch, he
would soon see that the weakening of Secularism is imagi-
nary. He might have seen it, too, during the winter at the
fine Freethought meetings that were held in the Shoreditch
Town Hall.

Lord William Cecil, whose special qualification for the
task is not obvious, has been engaged to write in the Daily
Express on the future of China. He hopes that successful
efforts will be made to bring the four hundred millions of
China into the Christian fold. Well, let him hope. We
should be sorry to interfere with his personal enjoyment.
We do desire, though, to correct his incidental observation
that “ modern science is the product, and religion the creator,
of Western civilisation.” By religion, of course, he means
the Christian religion ; and this Christian religion destroyed
the old Western civilisation in gaining ascendancy, and
nearly destroyed the new Western civilisation in trying to
maintain its ascendancy. Christianity and Civilisation are
essentially antagonistic. One must destroy the other. The
champions of Christianity saw that clearly enough under
the Roman Empire, and again at the time of the Renais-
sance ; and it would be well if the champions of Civilisation
recognised it with the same thoroughness.

There is a remarkable article in the current Hibbert
Journal on “ The Insufficiency of Social Righteousness as a
Moral Ideal,” from the pen of Principal Forsyth, of Hackney
College. At the very beginning of it, tho writer makes one
highly sensible admission—namely, that tho Cross, the
Atonement, like the Christ, is not historical. Jesus and the
crucifixion, he assures us, are historical facts, but Christ and
the redemption through him are the creation of theology.
We are in substantial agreement with Dr. Forsyth, the only
differences between us being that he is quite sure of tho
alleged facts while we are not, and that he treats tho inven-
tions of theology at if they were veritable facts, while wo
relegate them to the region of useless and injurious myths.
That Christ died to save a lost and ruinod world is not a
fact, bat an excrescence that has unnaturally grown out of a
fact, or a supposod fact, and the sooner we get rid of it tho
better.

Dr. Forsyth’s object is to discredit all ethical teaching
that is not rooted in theology. The social conscience on
earth cannot stand without the support of an infinito,
Divine conscience in heaven. Man's conscience, to be of
any value, must bo ablo to swear by God's conscience. No
man can live a truly good life unless he knows that ho is
“ planted before the ineffable presence of one who is for ever
fed from within with all the moral strength he needs, and is
therefore the centre and fountain of tho universe—the
changeless, solf-sustained, absoluto, and Holy One.” Wo
hold, on tho contrary, that tho presence of so impossible a
being would hopelessly complicate all tho puzzling problems
of human life. Wo cannot concoivo of Holy God murdering
his equally Holy Son in order to grant social righteousness
to mankind. Tho strugglo for existence is difficult enough
to understand oven for tho Athoist. To an honest Tbeist it
would bo wholly unintelligible.
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It was to be expected that the Catholic Herald would
its venom over the dead body of Swinburne. “ Of genmy
it says, “ he had not a spark.” This is enough for
person, whatever his beliefs, who has any literary taste
judgment. *“ To the present generation,” the Popish p3®
says, “ he is but a name, and to the next he will be bo
meaningless echo.” This is a meaningless metaphor, &
we can guess at the meaning of the prophecy. Not that
are going to discuss it for that would be a sad waste of
and the best way of answering a prophet is to prophesy *“
opposite. We may point out, however, that the PO~™
paper, disgounts its opinion by showing its animuos
plainly. It declares that Lsuch little influence” as
burne exercised “ was entirely antagonistic to morality
religion.”  Antagonistic to religion, yes. But moraM
What on earth does the Catholic Herald know aD.
morality ?  Morality is one thing—and religious .
tions, seasoned with falsehood and malice, are quite anot

The Methodist Times informs us that Swinburne “ in'8%e
the highest rank because of his utter failure to grasA G
meaning of the Gospel of Christ.” As a matter of
Swinburne did “ grain the meaning of tho Gospel of Cb
and in consequence indignantly rejected it.

The Morning Post of April 17 printed an as,torrﬁetlmg.l

letter from Walter Watkins Pitchford, dated from ars
Rectory, Northampton, claiming Swinburno as a 8°.

tian. “ At all events,” he said, “ if you think the - . ,
tion of interest, Mr. Swinburne was a reverent com®!1
when staying in a village where | was curate some
since.” We really wonder at the Morning Post pu“
such a ridiculous letter. Either the reverend writ i(
confused the dead poet with some other Mr. Swinbu

he ought to be contributing to the Daily Mail. Swin il
non-Christianity was notorious, and he left instruo; at '8
his will that there was to be no religious ceremony
funeral.

&

toi@
A paper of the standing of tho Morning Post ougM ~

some responsibility with regard to the reputation ot
English poet. It ought to have asked Walter Watlrin® ar
ford for the place and date of Swinburne's alleged

ance as a Church of England communicant, and N\Opi®
some corroboration of his extraordinary statement- n
a letter of that kind without the slightest invostigal
hardly an act of good journalism.

Religion and love go so well together. The .,

Velardena, in Mexico, tried to stop a religious Pr

The result was the burning of the mayor’s house,t  BtO

of a Chinese hotel, a fight with police aud $

streets, and tho death of somo forty people, beside

number of wounded. ”

o . t* 1

Canon Hare, vicar of Docking, King's Ly”~neOe>ap

apoplectic seizure at the Norwich Diocesan

died in a few minutes. This would have beena J °

at a Froethought meeting. -
] *
Another poor Christian gone to God. Rov- ‘Q]'Igrl(igdi?
Henry Cornewall, of Moccas Court, Horoford, lof"

Freethought in Lincoln-

On Easter Monday, Mr. Joseph Bates, accomp®ﬂ’8q,p(léxet
Boston friends, visited LincQln and gave an op°  atQ J
in the aftermoon—tho ﬂrst, 80 far as wo g’%‘a()red
given in this city. A large audience soon ga ~ brfijjt
the lecturer. There was somo interruption, cau

holiday makers inspired by spirits—of the bo J

when thoso had returned to their libations ~ e a
became very attentive to Mr. Bates's very .
address, and when the lccturor was answering * jjia» ™ (f

questions the crowd became so deeply intercs”™e 0°W jjf
was quite a crush round tho lecturer to hoar
Freethought, and a good numbor of Freethin
posed of. j
Considering that tho lecturer attracted, pe
audience of over two hundred pooplo W ,vOr»l "?1{/'
notice, ho scored an unqualified succoss. De*\C
when Mr. Batos was coining again; and ul” fld® ~
with provious uotico, should draw a much larg jrc® A
Lincoln seoms a very promising field plior,,J
propaganda. Mr. Bates has promised to re' UcOtO™ f
Wb arb I8oKing fdrlvard to hig ™ Recoud -, iP
plcasurablo anticipation.
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Mr. Foote’'s Engagements

rd April 25, St. James’s Hall, Great Portland-street, TV. ;
<=q), “ The Religion of Shakespearo.” (Anniversary Lecture).

ay 2 Liverpool; 9, Aberdare.

To Correspondents.

j  Lloyd's Lecture E ngagements.—April 25, Greenwich.
88 President’'s Honorarium Fund : Annual Subscriptions.—
~enously acknowledged, £174 12s. Received since. —
j ®- < R. Stirton and Friends (supplementary), 5s. ;

- \AD
L. Bradfield.—See paragraph. Thanks
mL Henderson.—Glad you are “ able t§ enjoy the Freethinker
We bope the more genial weather will set you up again.
T\ Beattie—Pleased to hear_you “ could not think of
can '?8 N'e Freethinker for a week.” We believe our readers

shonlflv,”~0 mo9t *° promote our circulation. Their motto
alhaydbe “ Pass it alerq.” Rlacing it in fresh hands is the be

A IT _ 6n" Preblem-
tionWAIU—11 dises mot appeal on what ground the subscrip-
ts refused. Without knowing that, it is impossible for

a atOoff« a criticism.

fVals Thanks for report of Sir Oliver Lodge's lecture at
That - aro surprised at his addressing "men only.”
any 18 ab very well for the men of God, who must be up to

way li every device for doing business, but it seems a long
Bniv <'v *he proper level of the Principal of Birmingham
p.tv.ly”

your |0U Bena ua >aeand ask u8 not to Pr'nt a number after
account’\» Lon't you see that this would leave 4s. un-
Ont g" *or = We must acknowledge every penny we receive,

your n Course therefore, is to insert the number and omit

\ery ,, ai? You WI|| recognise the initials. Thanks for your
B, Jj ood W|sh

fiat. R'hle has no text expressly saying that the world is

Writers  Yri[ea '8 ratf>er involved in the general view of the

afisho n mn' “or instance, the Devil took Jesus up a hill

is that ''m aa tbe kingdoms of the world, the implication

at once 'y 80'ng up high enough the whole world could be seen
texts wh T Ich- '8 inconsistent with its rotundity. There are
and Psal serve the flat theory, such as 1 Samuel i. 8,
niat&horical C'” 2a’ but these might be construed as

ihe rankE~ j~ever ra'nd the size of the Easter Eg% We want
story Of ~ nd file of the party to contribute. e good old
the Bibie le” /dow’s mite is none the worse for being found in
°f genero, O®ve wAat one misses is the most sterling form

- tford bn«8l should have said “ charity” but that fine
™. “as got so badly abased.
&ys; itjIK SOnding a further Easter Egg for Freethought,
831 considp15™8« 8incere>y wish it were a hundred times more,
&tiafactionr 18lmmeasurably small compared with the immonse
gloved Fro ?2nA enjoyment | have derived from reading my
LimBelf 1r_1ef, . 7er-” He thinks there must be hundreds_ like

E;acknowjeP,a{giél%trsgspect, and hopes to see them in the list of

s,o cartf yeur friends do us an honor by reading our
i to renJu”ym Xtie punctuation might pessibly be mis-

"" (BLS fwabfsmtu‘®gpm|a|mo) IJUU DIUOIJ  41Ull I
?n m°deraté information; for “ the greatest of

oIassieG’ °r ."ckarity ” as the Authorised Version has it,
RG] med tquotation from St. Paul, which everybody may bo
Y o4 .., now- _Of course, the verses (quatrains) through-
B"ﬁ&hﬁﬁszwg Were BMar's.
rtat honr R/?r E)OU WereBPIeased with that reply, and glad to
“erer Mother of the same household. So you
ann°uncing—all those years ago—that the
him* “ It hra?0InS to appear and would bo “ a lively little
K[ m All tty « @ tbat® you say, “ and something much
Offt"*8to the m™* 1l y join *n aiucere appreciation of your great

Thrr\a® Will ho U?" an* boP° most earnestly that the Easter
Bljc a*8i what in justice to yourself it ought to be.”

Qvi, &ys; “*Ti
1 0,v Ibuted sompn'aV® “bo satisfaction of knowing that | liavo

W. jj Oyou.” Ing as a slight acknowledgment of the debt
Qlouph.Ki wishes n,
Nel g ca'l our Amar&y years of health for what he is good
good and noble work for the benefit of
'Cr __Th
WiahJ—"NIr. Foot'l' 8 ~°r e reP°rt of Mr. Hole’s spoech.
op w iVe note8vo bee.P'ng well, and appreciates your good
jjAwtllne for “O that “ many others will hurry
mng Month.
our reply in 11 Acid Drops.”
W " thanks for cuttings. ., to
oiaa io

Za%?\% Feo paragraph in “ Gugar Rlums.”

i IVePI nal letter, and to know that you ami your wife
if J’gots thn re axinstruction from the Freethinker.” As for

6, ityaan yseem as sweet, amiable, and entin your
I'EBON. Tooy aro elsewhero.

0 aro sure you do wish us “ long life and succoss.

IHH FBBBTHIHKBB

2G5

A. G. Lye.—A very interesting letter. Could you get permission
to let us publish the principal facts of the case?

E. Hirst says: “ | have read the Freethinker—not merely taken
it—for about ten years, and so far am | from tiring of it, that
it seems to me to be getting better than evet.”

Two private soldiers send a shilling each for Shilling Month and
think every one of our readers should do the same at least.
They thank us for “ the benefit derived ” from the Freethinker.

G. Langbiege.—We quite understand that heaps of people hate
the trouble of getting postal orders and writing letters. You
yourself got your postal order weeks ago and have only just
roused yourself to send it on. Of course it would be better if
subscriptions could be collected personally, but our friends are
so scattered that this is only possible in some places. Mr. R.
Stirton acts as voluntary collector for the President’'s Fund at
Dundee, for instance, and he forwards a respectable sum every
quarter. Thanks for your hearty good wishes.

W. W. writes: “ | bought a copy of the Freethinker last summer
on Parliament Hill Fields (the day you spoke there). Since
then | have never missed it, and find myself looking forward
for every fresh issue.”

Jobn W ilcox.—Pleased to hear from one who was a preacher of
the gospel until he began to think and met with the Freethinker,
of which he is now “ a devoted lover.” Very glad that your
wife has become a Freethinker too. Thanks for your taking
six copies of this journal weekly and giving them to persons

who will read them. Your effort is bound to bear fruit. Shall
be pleased to meet you at Aberdare.

R. Stirton.—Sorry for the delay.

W. Mcmby.—N. S. S. sub. handed to Miss Vance. Thanks for

letter, cuttings, etc. We will deal with the burial question as
you desire, as soon as possible.

R. Crowther says; “ | have taken the Freethinker ever since the
cowards put you in prison, and the older | get the better |
like it.”

C. B rooks.—Thanks for letter. Will notice in next week.

F. E. Monks (Wigan).—You will find many South Lancashire
“ saints ” present if you do attend the Liverpool lectures next
Sunday.

M. E. Chapman.—We have no particulars of Mr. Lloyd’s lecture
at Greenwich.

E. J. Jones.—Too late for this week. Next.

E. A. Hammond.—Mr. Foote is pleased to shake hands with any
“ saint” after his lectures. Introduce yourself.

Evan John.—We predicted the clerical nobbling of the Socialist
movement more than fifteen yearsago. It was bound to happen
as soon as it promised to pay. Glad you liked our Swinburne
article.

T. M. Mostey.—Will answer next week.

N. J. Evans.—Our function is to insert Lecture Notices that
reach us. We take no further responsibility.

J. G. and E. Shepherd.—Your kind letter is too flattering.

Miss Vance. Secretary, Secular Society, Ltd., acknowledges 10s.
from F. N. W. and 10s. from Dovre towards the expenses of
the Course of Lectures at St. James’s Hall.

Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addresstd
to 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

Lecture Notices must reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-
street, E.G., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be
inserted.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Manager of tho
Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon street, E.C.,
and not to the Editor.

The Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing
offioe, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:—One year,
10s. 6d.; half year, 5s. 3d.; three months, 2s. 8d.

Shilling Month.

From tho day when this number of the Freethinker
is actually published—Thursday, April 22—there is
just a week and a day to the end of the month. This
affords ample time for all who have not yet sub-
scribed to respond to the present appeal. The rank-
and-file of the Freethought party are not responding
as they should. Hundreds of them could easily send
a shilling or two—and some, of course, more. What
I am asking myself is, Why don’t they do it ? |
should be sorry to say, They don’t because they
won't. Yet, in the case of the majority of them,
what am | to think ? Apart altogether from the
money, it will ease my mind, and encourage me in
my work, if | see that they do care for the good of
tho cause ; that, having been emancipated from the
thraldom of superstition themselves, they aro ready
to help in knocking mental fetters off the minds
of their less fortunato follow-men. ~ ~ Focm
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Sugar Plums.
—

Thera was a larger audience than ever at St. James’s Hall
on Sunday evening. A considerable number of people
availed themselves of the “ paid” seats in the balcony.
Many strangers were present as before, and a gratifying pro-
portion of ladies, who were not the least interested auditors.
Unfortunately there was no music before the lecture, the
lady pianist having suddenly been taken ill. Happily the
lecturer was in fine voice and first-rate form. Mr. Foote’s
discourse on “ God and Humanity ” was followed with deep
attention and enthusiastically applauded. Mr. V. Roger,
who acted as chairman, successfully invited questions and
discussion. Mr. Foote replied to several questioners and one
lady opponent.

To-night's (April 25) lecture on “ The Religion of Shakes-
peare” winds up the present St. James’s Hall course. It is
as near as possible to April 23—the anniversary of Shakes-
peare’s birth and death. There ought to be a bumping
audience. Mr. Foote will be lecturing on the greatest
genius in the world’s history, and he will do his utmost to
make the lecture worthy of the occasion. Those who
appreciate his dramatic readings will be glad to hear that he
will render many illustrative selections from Shakespeare.

St. James’s Hall has been secured for the Thomas Paine
Celebration on June 8—the hundredth anniversary of the
great reformer’s death. This meeting is being organised by
the National Secular Society, but it will be made as repre-
sentative as possible, and various speakers have been
invited to the platform. Their replies will probably furnish
us with material for a fresh announcement next week.
Meanwhile all London Freethinkers are requested to make a
note of the date. St. James’s Hall should be crowded on
June 8.

The Annual Conference of the National Secular Society
will be held on Whit-Sunday at Liverpool. The business
sessions, morning and afternoon, will take place in the
Alexandra Hall. The evening public meeting will be held
in the Tivoli Theatre. Notices of motion for the Conference
Agenda must be sent in to the general secretary, Miss E. M.
Vance, 2 Newcastle-street, London, E.C., by May 8 at the
latest. The financial year closes on April 30. Branches of
the N. S. S. should be making arrangements to bo represented
at the Conference. Individual members from any part of the
country will also be very welcome.

Mr. Foote lectures for tho newly reorganised Liverpool
Branch next Sunday (May 2). He hopes to see at tho
Alexandra Hall a big rally of tho local “ saints ” bent on
union and harmony under the old flag, and on a vigorous
fight against superstition beneath its folds. He ventures to
make a personal appeal to all in Liverpool who have any ro-
gard for him to join in this now movement of amity and
enterprise. Mr. Foote’s subjects will be: “ Tho Moral
Failure of Christianity” and “ A Searchlight on the Bible.”
Alexandra Hall is not as largo as the halls ho has been
lecturing in lately at Liverpool, so that those who want to
secure seats at these lectures should provide themselvos
with tickets of admission (there can be no charge at tho
doors) forthwith. These are obtainable (Is. and Gd. each)
of the Branch secretary, Mr. Chas. Daw, 57 Sunbury-road,
Anfield; also of D. Spiers, 24 Kensington; T. Green, 202
Molyneux-road; G. Crooks, 153 Islington; D. Jones, 49
Grove-streot ; W. Johnson, 123 Empress-road ; and J.
Hammond, 99 Belmont-road.

Wo are asked to state that tea will bo provided between
Mr. Foote’s afternoon and ovoning lectures in tho Alexandra
Hall at 8d. per head, for tho convonienco of visitors from a
distance, who, by tho way, should socuro attoudanco tickots
beforehand.

On the Saturday ovoning before Mr. Foote's lectures at
Liverpool tho now Branch is having a dinner at tho Bee
Hotel, St. John’s lane. Time, G o’clock. Tickots 2s. 3d.
each. Also obtainable of Mr. Daw. The dinner is a com-
plimentary ono to the President of tho N. S.S., who will
travel down earlier than usual in order to attend. Thcro is
also a prospect of Mr. F. Bonto being prosont as a guest.

“ Saints” are applying for tickets for this dinner from
all parts of South Lancashire, and as tho limit of accom-
modation is 100 those who dolay application may find it too
late.

The West Ham Branch held a very successful “ social
Saturday evening, April 17, at the Forest-gate Public Hi*
From 8 to 12 a large and happy party enjoyed songs, dance9
games, recitations, and instrumental music—all contributel

by members and friends.

Mr. Richard Green, the honored Mayor of King's LyuG
an open Freethinker, and an Englishman of the type tb8
constitutes England’s real greatness, sends us a cheque *
the Shilling Month fund. Such a man’s “ best wishes &®
esteem ” compensate us for a lot of the opposite sort of stunr

The Daily News admitted, after Swinburne’s funeral, that
he was a Freethinker. It described him as “ a sioge
matchlessly using a matchless language,” and also 8
“ rebellious, destructive, and pagan in liis greatest dayQ
Rebellious, destructive, and pagan are, of course, QNE
words for Republican, Freetliought, and Humanist.

The same number of the Daily News let the cat right G
of the bag with regard to the trouble in Turkey. 1 We 8
in the presence,” it said, “ of no subtle or complicated ,
ment, but simply of an uprising of the old-world, uneduc»l
Turk against these free-thinking, Western-minded y°° “
men from Paris. That is why the clergy in the Cham
detested their Positivist Speaker, Ahmed Riza, and tb*
also why the Constantinople garrison imprisoned a*
officers who had had a staff college education.” Freetboug”™
reigns amongst the Young Turkey party. No wonde »
astonished the world with its bloodless revolution”
wisdom, self-restraint, and large toleration.

. . . It

A. D. M., an Australian “ saint,” writes: “ | haved,)‘;
received my budget of letters and ?
under.” One of the letters is from a small ***— .

the River Murrumbidgee, about three hundred miles >n
and far on the road to what the Antipodeans call * the @
Never Land.” The writer says: 1The Freethinker |
send are as welcomo as a shower in drought-time. ji3
in the back blocks it is the only news | ever get of w", el}t,
going on in the Freethought world.” Another correspou™”
a Welshman, who lives about eighty miles from k)'c
also expresses his keen appreciation of the Freethinkerm
adds, rather pathetically : ‘| often look back from tbi
off place to poor old Wales, and wonder how she is ,
on and when she is going to got rid of parson and
Perhaps our circulation is a good doal wider than
people imagine.

N

Mr. F. Bonte, author of that capital propagandist
From Fiction to Fact, which wo should liko to seo oV° Wrtail)
widely circulated than it is, sends us a now view of e
point. "1 have noticed," he says in a letter to us, jer
suggestion about cutting and stitching your paper. ' "g~
it as it is. Two can now re&d it together.” "
undesigned compliment. It implies a certain eago*
getting at the contents of tho Freethinker.

We have received several letters concerning ircb00"
dealt with in the articlo on “ Socialism and the Cb ~ fitii

in our last issue. Wo have no room for them this
wo hope to print them all in our next issue.

Shilling Month.

FOURTH LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS  Jgfu

Figures after tho names of subscribers indicate the

shillings they send. No number means one sm g. G
George Payne, GO; L. Himmel, 2; E. A., 2; #
Masson, 2; T. McClure, 2; R. McKenzie; Richard p ttj
B. Adams, 10 ; W. A. Yates, 2J ; W. H. Hicks, 10i f
Eloctric, 23 ; H. S., 2; E. F. B, 20; F. W., £ »peii,
Deane, 2; H. M. Beattie; R. J. Honderson, 2; Jal)"
W. W., 5; J. J. Clark, 2; D. Cruickshank; JO WI®0,

Senr., 5; Mrs. Wilcox, 2 ; John Wilcox, Junr.; 'pi&u >g,
Martha Wilcox ; W. Davies; D. Williams; W. L ... =<,
Jones; E. Hirst, 4; G. Langridgo, 8; A. G. ky6' Vyjilei ,
Watts, 21; W. Nuttall; T. Striugor; E. J- 20i"

W. D. Mooro; S. Leeson, 5; A. J. R., 4; jf;

2%J.B.B.; T. M Mosley, 2} f E. A. .Ha" ®°«r
McLaren, 2; W. Mumby, 10; David Wild, - > (j, OGlL.
H. Baker, 2; J. Thackray; B. Thackray » 3!
Shepherd, 5; M. Christophor, 2; Throo Welsh'u . j10
Lupton, 5; E. L. S, 10; R. Harrison, 2; ,,yit

of tho Fincken Family,” collected by " Alco*>
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Fighting the Enemy.

The Option to exclude “ the Authorised Version of
cs8?°ly Bible from all the Public Libraries of
m Il, appeared on the Agenda as a rather

,~»ous kind of resolution. It read as follows:
otice of motion by Councillor Moss; Town Clerk

&nvtverk a notice of that kind might mean
N o - A ox .

jallg Ieg a%ha& tri!]%trhel r\]/vzas assomeﬁ:lI Pr%\ Be?#r% d?t Ct ré%'%
Crinfl B*erk did not want expressed in plain, cold
{,U r ~ithout first of all getting the sanction of the
no ,. raPes Committee. To this, of course, | made
noH i6ction i indeed, | was quite willing to let the
PQsvi? a™Pear as thO most “ mysterious affair ”
itra me' .80 thtit it might excite and startle the
OQvisions of my colleagues as much as possible,
duly °nday evening, February 15, the motion was
<IZ r@ached, after all the other business was

Clerk81 0i’' and * opened fire by asking the Town

asdre ~ ~ood enough to read a letter | had
| had886* b*m relation to the notice of motion
he reBnli' Be did not seem to relish the task, but

~henh ~ trough carefully and deliberately, and
chaptpll0 bad finished, | asked him how many
strate 18 and VOrses | had quoted in order to demon-
Which Point that the Bible contained passages
and th Were M ber “ immoral, indecent, or obscene,
anddp read.ing of which was calculated to corrupt

ra™80 e minds of old and young alike.”
but a not commit himself to any definite number,
teferenen | suggested that there might be fifty such
miohf i?76S be 8aid it was quite possible that there

Krmi9 8Uch a mimber- .

teeoIntioSSI°T bav*nf> been given to me to move my
ieelarai.n’ T proceeded to open my case by the

e?ciuded°?k”a” aa “ba~Committee had only recently
hon-—frn tbe Freethinker— a perfectly pure publica-
«ot ? i'ho tables of our Libraries, they could
~biuh ® .ab my proposal to exclude the Bible,
8 i'hose ned such obviously indecent passages
j?iormed tv, bad enumerated. In solemn tones, |
t"bed spMo.f?1 ~ba”™ N any person printed and pub

* referred to SRE from the Bi Iedel}%lg’/ wEA

roy commamceti
g™ 10 in this country, to finoac P haa
Hg'r, the present law. In America, t~0 Bible

\a Aedded that some of the paesag jn
S* °hscene; and | told the story how* man,

j r to test the question, had sen CE tliebe
eHCGads through the post containing d

£ > «. ana (orhi. piinshadbeensent H “ °

h . |Ief tor. the offer.ee. shield
; l'exclaw-id. "a. man bad no rg

thi0 pbehind the Bible when he rented tot.»J

%Ho “YNith were grossly indecent- inncient
bdh PrePared to admit that the Bible v
Written nobody knew when, where. or ny
r ’\\g?&[gﬁ’ s }n an a6e °l ignorance, and
S . guapp D °tten in very coarse and offen-
tw *h that ° ° Sucb ideas as were believed to be
KOr iu thntn8°’ithen I could excuse much that I
W, them \?tume; but if they maintained, as
tyh of a uh that the Bible was the inspired
S(.6r ioathin  Bod>} could find no excuse, but
Sfoh w ~ and disgddt) fok such language as
tit bo found in various parts of tins
vSlatin, ? y Book- In faot, there was a danger in
ih63ent roadcast such a book as the Biblo in its

z.ato tKrf2PUrhahed condition, especially in putting
8 &hnﬂ%ﬁ%}

SWin
\0

*n order to give them “ Simple Bible
ti&Sedi n ~yon the plays of Shakespeare woro not
vr8\Wer s they were written; many coarso pass-
ttvVtd thGR,1 out altogether, and when they woro

so t> g° manager used tho blue penoil pretty
the a™ I?° exProssion was used that would
tho8en8i.tive tastes of tho most fastidious

W b'ch audienco. Tho writings of Shakospearo
prro  Parity itself compared with some
diod ve,, tho Bible—wore a little over throe

18 old, and yet wo would not allow his
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works to be circulated in an unexpurgated condition;
then why should we allow the Bible, which was
much older, and contained a multitude of the most
grossly indecent passages, to be circulated broadcast,
and also to find an important place in all our public
libraries ? It was ridioulous to suppose that young
people did not know of these passages and read them;
any of the members of that Committee who had
attended Sunday-school in their youth must be
aware of the fact that these were the very passages
which some of the young men made it their business
to search out and make known to others.

Well, that was the danger of putting the Bible
into the hands of young people in its present unex-
purgated condition. In conclusion, I called upon the
clergyman member of the Committee, who was
among the first to condemn the Freethinker, and who
was a paid representative of Christianity, to defend
this so-called Sacred Book from the grave charge |
had brought against it. He did not do so, however,
when he had an opportunity. He simply remained
silent and let these passages go undefended.

My motion, having been duly seconded, was then
thrown open for discussion, hut there was not a
single Christian among all the members present who
was prepared to defend the “ Holy Bible” from the
very serious charge that it contained passages whioh
wore either “ indecent, immoral, or obscene,” and
which were “ calculated to corrupt the minds of ail
who read it—old or young.” | had deliberately left
out all mention of the Douay version of the Bible
because | had hoped to get the support of my Roman
Catholic colleague to my motion ; but all sections of
the Christian faith unite when their religion is
attacked, and | was, consequently, not much sur-
prised to find that my Roman Catholic friend and
colleague was the first to rise and move “ that we
proceed to the next business,” directly | sat down.
Tho effeot of this action, of course, was that my
motion was not discussed at all, and that the Com-
mittee almost unanimously voted that we should
“ proceed to next business,” which was that we
should say “ good evening ” and go home.

Thus we see that while Christians are prepared to
cry out that Freethinkers are indecent when they
merely venture to criticise a coarso passage from a
daily paper, they are not prepared to defend the
coarse and grossly indecent passages contained in
their own book—the so-called sacred volume, the
Bible. My next step to get the Council to express
“its emphatic disapproval of the high-handed and
bigoted action of tho Libraries Committee in exclud-
ing the Freethinker from' all the libraries,” was
reported at the time accurately, and at some length,
in these columns. The matter was also fully repor-
ted in four local journals, which circulate over the
whole length and breadth of South London. And so,
from the point of view of publicity, everything was
done to let the publio know what the fight was all
about and to show there was one Borough Councillor
at least, in London, who was prepared to defend a
Froethought journal from injustice at the hands of
Christian bigots, even though he had to fight against
overwhelming odds. Naturally, some attributed my
aotion to very paltry motives; others, on the other

hand, gave me credit for good intentions. The
Camberwell and Peckham Times said :(—
“ Councillor Moss had what Americans call “ a boss

chanco ” at Wednesday’s Council, and took it with both
hands. Tho impassioned orator, demanding freedom of
thought, sacred or secular, proved himself a first-class
advertising agont, and has probably assured a record
salo for a journal which, in tho ordinary way, is not in
overwhelming demand at the bookstalls.”

This writer, howevor, knows nothing whatever about
tho demand for tho Freethinker at the bookstalls.
For all he knows to the contrary, the Freethinker is
in as good demand as any other publications of the
same price at the bookstalls; and if it is not, it is
not because the articles it contains are not written
by brilliant writers, and are not full of excellent
matter and trenchant criticisms—it is because the
people, on the whole, are too ill-informed, and their
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minds are so worm-eaten by old prejudices and
superstition that they have not the courage to
purchase a copy to test its value for themselves.
The main thing, however, is the fact that the
Freethinker is to be found on the bookstalls,* as one
day, | hope, it will he found on the tables of all
Public Libraries; and | sincerely hope the day is not
far distant when the masses of the people will be
enlightened enough to read this journal and study
the origin and evolution of religious beliefs, and that
careful thought and just reasoning will ultimately
lead to the emancipation of their minds from an
ancient and cruel superstition. Arthue r Moss.

Father Dooley on “ What Every
Woman Knows.”

Hech, mon. Ah've weetnussed tha pairforrumance,
whatever.

Eh, what? Ye can't make out what I'm talkin’
about ? I'm spakin’ Scots, begorra.

Ye don’t understand Scots? To tell ye the plain
truth, neither do | ; but it's to the Duke of York’s
Theatre that 1've been ; and after listening all the
evening to the broad Scots, | come back to the
English “ wi’ deeficulty.”

Ye're surprised that a religious should attend a
theatre ? But it's a special dispensation that Father
Rooney and | have got, so that we may study the
wickedness of the age at first hand. Father Rooney
said we must see a play by J. M. Barrie, called What
Every Woman Knows; because it was the latest pro-
duction of the kail-yard, or coal-yard, school of lite-
rature, and because he was informed it contained an
entirely new interpretation of the Holy Scriptures.
Sure, it’'s myself that has no wish to learn what
every woman knows, except in the proper way of
confession; and it's myself that isn’'t concerned with
interpretations of Scripture that are not given out
by the Blessed Catholic Church; so | asked Mr.
Pelissier what every woman knows, and he replied
that it was how to keep her hat on straight; and if
I wanted any furthor information | had better take
a jar of his potted plays. But it’s mistaken he must
have been, for when | put the same question to Mrs.
O'Hara she said: “ Fudge! What every woman
knows is that the way to a man’'s heart is through
his Little Mary.” Therefore Father Rooney and I
had to go to the theatre to find out all about it.

W as it an exciting play? | should think it was.
The first thing we had was a burglary. The burglar
climbed in through the window of a Scotch house,
lit the gas, took a book out of the bookcase, bent the
covers back so as to break the binding, laid the thing
flat on the table, put his dirty paw upon it; and then
drew out a sheet of paper and began copying the
details of the life-history of the papilio machaon, or
Bwallow-tailed butterfly.

What d'ye say ? A queer sort of burglar? Ye're
right. But he wasn't a real burglar. He was a
Scottish student of divinity.

Ye needn’t repeat after me “ A Scottish divinity
student,” for | see ye don’t understand the manners
and customs of the Scots nation. It seems that in
Scotland when a man feels a call to prepare for the
Protestant ministry ho doesn’t waste his time and
money by going to any college. He finds out which
of his neighbors has the best library. Then he
climbs into his neighbor’'s house at midnight, turns
on his neighbor’s gas, and studies his books until the
morning. So that the neighbor pays for the books,
and pays for the gas as well. Sure, it's a real
canny way they have of doing things in bonny
Scotland.

Ye’'ll observe that all this is done in strict accord-
ance with the Sacred Soripturos; for if ye turn to

* This is unfortunately not true. We wish the Freethinker
were on the bookstalls. If it were, wo should not care twopence
—that is to say, financially—whether it wero in the Free
Libraries or not.—Editor.
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the tenth chapter of the Blessed Gospel of St. Job”
ye'll find that the True Teacher comes in at t®
door; but the False Teacher climbs over the
and gets in at the window; and that was exacW
what John Shand did, because he intended to
the schisms and heresies of Protestantism, instep
of the true doctrines of the Holy Catholic Courch
Therefore he came in as a thief and a robber, who®
own the sheep are not.

But on this occasion the student for the min'3v
got found out by the Wylie family, who were b®
owners of the house; and at first they were
However, after putting him through the Westmia®e
Catechism, and learning what minister he sat us®r
and the Sabbath-school he taught in, they called
whisky and drank his health, and offered to Strike
bargain with him. In fact, they offered to
three hundred pounds to pay the expenses of kg
education, provided he married their dangi"®
Mahggie at the end of five years. Ye could s j
was a hard struggle; but John Shand had a £
look at Mabggie, and decided to take the risk. & j
her father said : “ Ah maun tell ye wan thing a
Mahggie. She’'s thairty-five.” And before
Shand could reply, Mahggie jumped up and re
“Ye'll no’ be mahrying me oonder onny fau'se P
fences, John. Ah'm no’ thairty-five ; Ah'm tbha ~
seex.” Yet after the two lovers had gone out, t°
good-bye on the doorstep (which it appears 18"
custom in Scotland, as well as in England
Ireland), the one brother remarked to the other = fii
was richt noable o’ Mahggie to oan oop ta, "
thairty-seex ; boot Ah aye thocht her thaii’Cy-sal
(Curtain.) , S

| asked Father Rooney if he knew what thes
of the Scotch heretios consisted in; br&a? v
book that John Shand was studying was all
butterflies.

“How did ye know it was about butteri’
qgueried Father Rooney.

“ 1 could see the pictures in the book, il

“It's the keen eye ye have, Misthef' P
remarked Father Rooney; “ ye should have
recording angel, and not a simple priest at ,a;;estd
while ye're talking, the time is passing; and
be losing our refreshment.” .

So we walked into the bar, and | called
whisky, and they brought us Scotch; bu m

Jrin

Rooney wouldn’'t hear of their changing ' i
pointed out we wore witnessing a Scotch P

it was only a polite compliment to Scotland
Scotch whisky. rein|

When the curtain went up again, it aPP. (eadO
Jokry SHiand Wed changed Wig mind; &Ad ~— Q.
going in for the ministry ho had gone in f°r.\Jb8c
He began with being a burglar, and ended W¢
a politician. ,

What's that ye say? Yo can see no ruora ro
ence between a thief and a politician ? ~j3dD
I, my son—neither can I. But let me GetoDO;
my Btory. It was six years since the lastsc ago="
it was the night aftor the election in the g
Cowcuddles ; and John Shand had made nP flit * j
to marry Mabggio immediately aftor fcho
announced ; for ho had been running lor gty
as a Woman's Suffrage candidate® ~da 0 (°0°
heard a great shouting and running
burst open, and in burst the crowd, |,

loraw! Hoorawl nooraw! JohnSbtj1 ~
wr a majaurity o’ twa' hundred an’ aic
Hooraw ! Voats far wonmen. HooFa]" cap
demanded a speech from the success'™' “if”_
who jumped upon a counter, and began It
ceetizens o' Cowcuddles Tha a
oor common Scots languahge is the Zty b**
BARRTY. (Loud applause.) keeb»”™* gr»fig
tha preevilege o’ aivery Scotsman sin g\ga™M'

whan ma glorious auncestor, King Jo®”' aD. [J
Mahgna Charrata ahint tha Bannooknn Kj,ij

Boof Ahs 2 UB 6 nk® ~ mehitioh Bt BAHLW™X
lose ma u | 80mo'vhat ta tell yc. Ab'm

iron'ss fIORILY" - NGV g ee e
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and cries of ‘Whaur's tha leddie ?) She’s

e Ja atnang ye the noo.” And then, with frantic

QA fthey raised Mahggie on a chair. She

thZSw~°~n's right band with her left; and while
shouts went up, the curtain came down,

p ,,6 bad some more Scotch whisky, and | said to

an fr Rooney: “ It's a great play, but | can’'t see

y fresh interpretation of the Holy Scripture, nor

hiom%xlF"anation of what it is that every woman

“Ye're such an impatient gossoon,” said Father
ney- “ 1 expect ye'll have to wait until the
bod ~ene’ and then ye'll know as much as any-

kanhS.nex’\thing we saw was John Shand at his fine
piecSeln London, where he had become the mouth-
the TIQ Parliament of the Imperial Association for
ty,roraotion of Woman'’s Sufferings.
Ye> at d'ye say? Wasn't it Woman’'s Suffrage ?
tOv Insht. Jt Was Woman’s Suffrage. 1'm obliged
No torTirrecting me.
*fator’ John had acquired a reputation as a great
ﬂ bke most great orators, his speeches
Oall madeyp at home beforehand. He thought
{Vefe all_his gwA > but, as a matter of faot, the
onth i 3n”~bem were composed for him by Mahggle
bad f u ~Pewriter. Unfortunately, however, John
I ~ a en *n love with one of the Suffering Ladies—
digtreg’. one the Suffrage Ladies. (It's a most
dent8 S?g thing that they cannot keep such inci-
thig8 °t stage-plays.) He was just explaining to
~°W mucb be loved her, and how she in-
stould ,, kOst Parts in his speeches, when who

COME in but old Wylie, his father-in-law;
Minthen there was a row. Old Wylie told him,
inPoIt°ther things, that he would have no chance

“YeTs ~  SRtmixed U{!PW|th a@iﬂb’scandal
elect-,” ruin your oafipiher LRAk9r be re-
“\yjj iar y°ur auld consteetuency, be said,

A ¢ Ah Kd §f@@ﬁgﬁency ”
ﬂ%%_nde hn. gg'lfﬁeflggarﬂﬁaglgeepem oot o’ Pairla-
odv  mhere are heBAdreds o’ consteetuonoies, boot

Buf xd°bn Burruns.’

sh e”™ ™9 behaved very nicely about it. She
father 'va3 fiaite ready to go back to Scotland with
i*bins h a 8lle cou™ n°t start yet, because the
Johg 6u adn’t come home. So she suggested that
bfepare k- ~t° the country for a fortnight to
N'Sahbi ~reat speech, for he had a scheme to
Iy speech ;f~ate oa Woman’'s Suffrage with a rous-
,at should bring the Government to its

sink, a least, that was what the world was to
ist-Qp = 8 a matter of fact, however, it was all a
a OLover between John Shan4 and the Cabinet,
i 0timQ. Qment of the day wanted to see whether
.’ha_Shn,,jS f3Pe tor Female Suffrage, and therefore
ad f fireo00) Wyas 8 brimg Kis—rmotion to a division,
{>17itk h- 310Y maay members were prepared to
on*Im'  ~ there wa3 a good number, the
’enale p  “as to bring in its own Bill; but if the
~oninQi™se 8°t little support, then the Govern-
K. Ofore t u ow that it was quite safe to drop it.
J°rheight t D~and WOnt off into the country for
h 00 took Tu 30 ana prepare nis great speecn,
8thrill;-, the Suffrage Lady with him to inspire
Sgjt'a RivLPa88age8’
H- hatho,. | away the Cabinet secrets they are,”
t\8Y toeofu °oney> as we had another Scotch
tpo ahthes °r* * silly publio doesn't realise
bet it bav® 8udden political crises that are sprung
ba’\00|| tor.°> , een carefully planned and arranged
" the leaders of the parties weeks before-

bolctBntry” i10 iast scene showed us a house in
ik 1§*UWR <.  “kegio had cbire downa Lo se8
m alon with the Suffrage Lady,
@% . got on. fter ten days’ associatien;
NoL PRgathed the other And as for John's
‘ at was in a hopeless condition, in

S
’\tMI\]lIIer exnJ;ra8° Lady’s inspiration. Mahggio
GitiPrv*th ar.. C, this, and so sho had como pre-

Sn8! butCk typewritten speech of hor own
m by some mistake, the speech got
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first into the hands of a Cabinet Minister who
happened to be staying in the same house.

John was rather glad to see Mahggie again, and im-
mediately started on the subject of that speech of his.
For ten days he had labored at it, but all his old
ability had deserted him. The Cabinet Minister who
was staying in the same house said he had never read
a flatter or duller oration than the one submitted to
him. It did not contain a single brilliant line or a
single spark of humor, and would never arouse the
slightest enthusiasm in the House of Commons or
out of it. But just as he was in the deepest despair,
who should rush in hut the Cabinet Minister, with
Mahggie’s edition of the speech in his hand.

‘1 congratulate ye, Mr. Shand. | felicitate ye.
Ye have surpassed yourself. Your genius has soared
again into his own ethereal bounds. Ye have im-
proved your speech out of knowledge. It has all the
old masterly touches that thrill us in Parliament.
If 1 hadn’t seen your first draft | could never believe
it to be the same speech. See how much better
everything reads now. Take your simile about the
flowing tide. In your first draft it ran : * Gentlemen,
we are told we are in face of a flowing tide. Then
we are bound to get wet.” Why, sir, that was piffle—
absolute piffle. But how do you put it now?
‘ Gentlemen, we are told we are in face of a flowing
tide. | say Dam the flowing tide.” Excellent, sir!
Excellent 1 After such a speech as that I am bound
to offer ye a seat in the Cabinet; and if ye can con-
tinue to deliver speeches like that, there is nothing
that can stop ye from rising to be the Prime Minister
of Eogland.”

John Shand, very naturally, was dumbfounded;
and, after the Cabinet man had gone away, Mahggie
had to own up, and confess that it was she who had
been in the habit of sandwiching in the finer passages
of John’s speeches, and leading him to believe that
he had invented them himself; and so there was
nothing left for him to do but acknowledge that he'd
been a great idiot, and that he would be obliged to
give Mahggie her proper value in the future.

“ There's on'y wan mair thing ye can do far
me, Mahggie,” said he, “and that is to explain
to me why it is that a Scotsman can naiver see
a joke.”

“Ah !I” she said, “ That's a secret. The reason is
hidden from man, but it's what every woman knows.”

“But won't ye tell it me, Mahggie? Ye know
that there are two great laws of nature. The first is
that no woman can keep a secret, and the second one
is that no Scotsman can ever see a joke.”

“ Then I'll try and make ye perceive a joke for the
first time in your life,” says she. “ Of what was the
first woman made?”

“1've read in the Book of Genesis,” said John
Shand, “ that she was made out of the rib of the
man.”

“ That's whore ye have the wrong interpretation,”
says Mahggie. “ The Rev. John Tuckwell, has dis-
covered that the Hebrew word does not mean ‘rib,’
but it means ‘ funny-bone.” So that explains why it
is that the man can never see a joke.”

“ But why ?”

“ Because he has lost his humerus.”

John Shand pondered earnestly for several seconds.
Then a new light broke on him. Ho could actually
see the joke; and he fell flat on the stage and
laughed till he fairly roared. And the curtain
descended for the last time.

What's that ye're saying ? Ye don’t think it was
muoh of a joke? Perhaps not. Perhaps the Irish
mind cannot rise to the subtleties of the Scottish
joke.

There’s one awful thing that 1I'd point out to ye,
however, and that is that the modern Scotchman
actually makos jests at Holy Writ. It used to be
said that Scotland had given up worshiping God,
and had taken to worshiping the Bible. But ye see
that nowadays even the worship of the Bible is being
abandoned; and infidelity will 600n be the sole religion
of tho Scottish people. P p
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, eto.

Notices of Lectures, eto., must reaoh us by first post on Tuesday
and be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not Bent on postcard.

LONDON.
St. James's Hall (Great Portland-street, W.) . 7.30, G. W.
Foote, “ The Religion of Shakespeare.”

W est Ham Branch N. S. S. (Forest Gate Public (Lower) Hall,
Woodgrange-road) : 7.30, W. J. Ramsey, “ Beyond the Grave—
What ?”  Selections by the Band.

W ood Green Branch N.S. S. (Alma Hall, 335 High-road, N.,
three doors from Commerce-road): 7, R. H. Rossetti, “ Chris-
tianity before Christ.”

Outdoor.

Bethnal Green Branch N. S. S.:
Fountain), 3.15, J. Marshall, a Lecture.

Victoria Park (near the

COUNTRY.

Glasgow Secular Society (Hall, 110 Brunswick-street) :
noon, Discussion Class ; 6.30, a Lecture.

12

Liverpool Branch N. S. S. (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square) :
7. H. Percy Ward, “ Christian Foreign Missions. An Exposure
of a Gigantic Swindle.”

Manchester Branch N. S.S. (Secular Hall, Rusholme-road,
All Saints): 6.30, Sidney Wollen, " A Picnic of Blackguards in
the Kingdom of God.”

Outdoor.
E dinburgh Secular Society (the Mound); 6.30, a Lecture.

Joseph Bates' EAsf Anglian Mission.

Boston Branch N. S. S. : Bargate Green, Sunday, April 25, at
3.30, “ God’s Imprint: or, Does Nature Substantiate the Design
Argument?”

Kirton: Near the Church, Tuesday, April 27, at 7.30, “ Tempora
mutanta Nos et mutamur in Illis ?” (“ What has the Immediate
Future in Store?”)

Skegness: Thursday, April 29, at 3, “ The Revelations of the
Bible versus the Revelations of Science.”

PAMPHLETS by C. COHEN.

Foreign Missions, their Dangers and

Delusions 3d.
Full of facts and figures.
An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics 6d.
Principles of ethics, based on the doctrine of Evolution.
Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity.. Id.
Christianity and Social Ethics Id.
Pain and Providence ... 1d.

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-stroet, E.C.

THE
MARTYRDOM OF HYPATIA;
OR, THE
DEATH OF THE CLASSICAL WORLD.

An Address delivered at Chicago hy
M. M. MAN GASARIAN.

Will bo forwarded, post free, for

THREE HALFPENCE,

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newoastlo-stroet, Farringdon-street, E.C.

COOK-GENERAL, experienced, wanted for a family

of four about to remove to a small house on tho South Coast.
Apply by letter only stating age, wages expected, and giving refer-
ence to last place, to 13 Rcgentwoad, Birkdale, Lancashire.
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Have You Sent Us a Trial Order Yet’i?I
ii i
This advertisement has undoubtedly “ caught your eye !
we want to “ catch your feet." Remember we return your ib
in full in the remote event of dissatisfaction. We are con
that if you will send us a trial order, we shall get your fu

business without asking.

~ The
Business Mall®
Boot.
Real box calf, m'cigi‘“
golosh, jockey back.
lined, medium toe, j
soles. Warranto*
solid leather. n
in sizes 5, 6, 7,
and 10.
We have now dedi
supply lace ad
pattern same pWc

8s. 6d., post free

LADIES.—Real box calf, well made and smart appearance. ~
ranted all solid leather. Lace, 5s. lid. Button and De
6s. 3d., post free. If this boot is not worth 2s. more {%
pay for them, we will refund your money and pay cal O
both ways.

Catalogue sent post free on application.

What Freethinkers say of our Boots-
Ref. No. a

2005. “ We are very well pleased with the boots sent."
2016. “ Pleased with the hoots. Forward another pair-
2023. “ Received parcel safe. Highly satisfied.” (oet
2039. *“ Received boots and am highly satisfied. Cann
anything like them here for the money."

2051. “ Boots received. Delighted with them.”
2052. “ Very well pleased with shoes.” .
2063. ‘*Boots fit very well and am greatly pleased with
2058. “ Ladies boots give great satisfaction.”

When ordering please enclose postal order nné

your requirements ol
WHITEHOUSE & CO., BOOT FACTORS, STOUBdUI ~

BUSINESS CARDS. ,,

Short advertisements are inserted under this heading at . e€za*
of 2s. per half inch and 3s. 6d. per inch. No tit*veroOil A8
under this heading can be less than 2s. or extend boy

inch. Special terms for several continuous inserts

CLOTHING.—Gents’ please send postcard Nl
terns and self-measurement forms and y° tfe
And quality and price that will astound y°a'
make our own clothing at forty eight hou
week and pay hast rate of wages. “er™iOtbh”
with order. Geo. JES8SOP & SON, LTD.,
Manufacturers, Batley, Yorkshire.

ECZEMO-CURA.—The Eczema Cure, guaranteed
free 1/3 & 2/-. Burden's Headache Cure.—A cert
minutes’ cure, for Headache, Neuralgia, etc., PoS jj he
and 1/3. — S. Burden, Pharmacist, 30 Wcbb’s-r
Wandsworth, S.W.

10i GUINEA “ Polyphone” and 8 20-in. tuuofl, a .
perfect condition, £1> carriago forward. Well wor
Has penny in slot.—H. Dawson, Piano Wareh®
Green, N.

THE Socialist Plan for Getting Rid of
twelve other Pamphletd, all of the © Mustard
free for twelve penny stamps.—A. DvsoN,
road, Bradford.

-9

SUITS to Mcasuro at 30a. Equal to most
Send for samples and solf-moasuromeut J.
Splondid bargains. Satisfaction guarant™ '

Gott, 28 Church-bank, Bradford. , rtjt
o
I SAY, without fear of contradiction, that my - il
cannot bo touched in value. Samples
yourselves. It costs you nothing to test t*
W ilson, 22 Northsido-torraco, Bradford. ;
—————————————————— y.

nislies an excellent method of introduction t0 gingfiIK F

Tho design is tho French Freethinkers emblom—  |,ostK
flower—button sliapo, with strong pin. Price “ Nc'v
Reduction for 6 or more.—N. S. S. Secrctaryi

street, Farringdon-streot, E.C.
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GREAT REDUCTIONS.
Making Room fop Fresh Stock.

INGERSOLL'S WORKS.

Orders from the following list of catalogue prices are subject to a discount of 66] per cent; in other
words, the price under the present offer will be one third of the published price. This gives Freethinker
readers an opportunity of making a cheap collection of Ingersoll’'s Lectures and Essays, including several
that are not otherwise obtainable except in the expensive Dresden Edition. No order must be less than
sixpence. Postage, if sent by post, must be allowed for in remitting at the rate of 2d. in the shilling.

s. d s. d.
AChristian Catechism... 0 G Oration on Walt Whitman 0 3
J wooden God 0 1 Reply to Gladstone 0o 4
Criur9 AKI) SpiRITUALITI 0 1 Rome or Reason? 0 8
'B . against Criminals 0 8 Shakespeare 0 6
EBT?Q of Pee%thought 0 4 Social Salvation 0 2
Asphremen: 0 2 Superstition 0 6
D;i'teggt Benan .. 0o 2 Take a Road of Your Own 0o 1
E| Oo”ANC T. Reply Rev. Dr. Field 0o 2 The Three Philanthropists 0o 2
t 3SEOE Death "V» wents. 1 0 The Christian Religion 0 8
Ingebsoll's Advice V_unj aY.stessl The Devil 0 6
Children out of Church and Sunday 0 1 The Dying Creed 0o 2
Last WOI_de on Suicide 0 2 The Ghosts 0 8
D"ETOD'CS 0 1 The Holy Bible 0 2
M%I:rlage and Divorce. An Agnostic’'s The Household of Faith 0o 2
Iew... 0o 2 The Limits of Toleration 0o 2
Mvth and Miracle 0 1 What is Religion ? 0o 2
oration on Lincoln 0 8 What must We Do To Be Saved ? 0o 2
oration on the Gods 0 6 Why am | an Agnostic ? . 0o 2
0 3

Cration on Voltaire

TOe Rioneer press, 2 Newcastle street, farringdon street, London, e.c.

BARGAINS.

THOMAS PAINE'S WORKS.

” Miscellaneous THEOLOGICAL WORKS. Being all Thomas Paine’s writings
on religion not included in the Age of Reason. 184 pages. Well printed and well bound,
With a fine detached portrait of Paine in eaoh copy. Originally published (without
the portrait) at Is. NOW OFFERED AT FOURPENCE, Postage 2d.

2)
RIGHTS OF MAN. With a political biography of Paine by J. M. Wheeler.
164 pages. Well printed and well bound. Originally published at Is. NOW
OFFERED AT FOURPENCE. Postage 2d.

pioneer pRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.

Undep the Ban of the London County Council.

THE POPULAR EDITION
(Revised and Enlarged)

op

“bible romances
G. W. FOOTE

With a Portrait of the Author

ahilit baut2?Fer says:—*“ Mr. G W. Footo, chairman of the Socular Socioty, iB well known as a man of
NSet r edition Bible Romance» havo had n largo sale in the original edition. A popular, revised, and
°ndon, fO fi ' Prico °f 0d'i has now boon pnblishod by the Pionoor Press, 2 Nowcastlo-stroet, Farringdon-
Qo °pinio°r tlie Secular Society. Thus, within tho roach of almost ovoryono, tho ripest thought of the loadois
n are boing plaeod from day to day.”

Large Double-Column Pages, Good Print, Good Paper

SIXPENCE —NET

TlaNeer PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.
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SUNDAY EVENING FREETHOUGHT LECTURE

IN THE BEAUTIFUL NEW

ST. JAMES’'S HALL,

GREAT PORTLAND STREET, LONDON, W
BY

Mp. G. W. FOOTE,

April 25

The Religion of Shakespeare.

(ANNIVERSARY LECTURE.)

Doors Open at 7. Chair taken at 7.30. Body of Hall, Is. & 6d. Gallery Frfié

NOW READY,

Ralph Cricklewood.

A Twentieth Century Critical and Rational Expose of Christian Mythology*

(In the Form of a Novel))

By STEPHEN FITZ-STEPHEN,

A Well-Wisher of the Human Family.

388 pages, cloth. Price 3s. 6d.

(Post Free.)
THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, BC

NOW READY.
NATURAL RELIGION

THE SECRET OF ALL THE CREEDS.
F J B

Being an abbreviated rendering in English of the great work of Dupuis, L'Origme ac jfo
Cultes, first published in 1794, from which Robert Taylor, Logan Mitchell, and other iiii
mythical exponents of Christianity have so largely drawn. This little book thoroughly
the astronomical origin of Christianity, in a manner which everyone may easily un

It will be of the deepest interest to Freethinkers and an astonishing eye-opener to =i

Christians. Its value is enhanced by the inclusion of three important plates from
reproduced (with difficulty) on India paper, which will not break with folding.
Bound in Cloth. Price Two Shillings-

Postage Twopence Extra.

THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE BTREET, FARRINGDON BTREET, LONDON'

Reminiscences of Charles Bradlal

BY

G. W. FOOTE.

lho most intimate thing over written about Bradlaugh. Mr. Foote’s personal
the groat “ Iconoclast” during many exciting years, with a pago on his attitude_in ,
oi ueatn, and an account of his last appearance as ¢'resident of tho National boom»*

PUBLISHED AT SIXPENCE. REDUCED TO TWOPH

(Postage Halfpenny.) vinON1*
THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, DON A~

Printed and Published by the Piovsib Passa, 2 Nowcaatlc atrcet, London, E.O.

m/



