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advocate of what is false has every reason to make 
toori j Vances stealthily, and to curry favor with the 
mu t ^ le man w^° f ce ŝ that he has truth on his side 

s step firmly. Truth is not to be dallied with.
— GOE.THE.

ûeATH of  ALGERNON CHARLES 
SWINBURNE.

Swinburne as a Freethinker.
“  0  proud Death !

What feast is toward in thine eternal cell /
death of Swinburne removes one of the few 

5 * *  figures from the field of present-day English 
literature. This may be said with literal truth, for 
»■'though he mainly belonged to a former generation 

Was Working to the last, and had even some fresh 
therary Projects in view. Those projects are now in 
7  wallet which Time carries on his back with alms 
. r oblivion. But they were not necessary to Swin- 
7 “o’s record of achievement. He had done a big 
JJoke of work in the world. His many productions 
o Various forms of poetry filled a dozen volumes in

o last collected edition ; and if we add hl? f  
of t)? volumes to the list we have another illustration 

rn.® fecundity of genius.
¿ b i s  18 neither the time nor the place to con- 
pQ fr Swinburne’s precise rank amongst Eng is 
ditJ ’ .Eor are suoh questions settled by journa is ic 
p a881°ns. Great poets are tried by a jury of their 
Ren 8 as Shelley said) empannelled during manj 
the i ati0n8‘ When partisan shouting is over, and

,8t of controversy subsides and disappears, the
» o ' *  be duly pronounced, and there wi e
for'tvP68,1 against it. In tho meanwhile, or at least 

Preaent, it is enough to say that Swinburne 
aw  . ^onbtedly a poet of very considerable lmpoi - 
ttmsiA .^ a  ̂ fyrical work is full of all kinds of no i 
the an  ̂that, if the music sometimes overwhelms— ...........

n 7 ratoa8'though abounding m gay all. H13
H . dramatic; and to say that . Pe judged by- 
% Cal ̂ ork is what he will ba% ,. ut anticipat.in,g 
7  ‘fay be quite sure of that soems impossible
tW^uâgment itself. And it real y { r„ 0tten while 
& 0me °f bis lyrics can ever bo forgo

^English language endures. rQmmon literary
OBed to be a tradition m It was a

tbat poets cannot writo go° V ^  at tho prose 
of pa|0u.B theory. One has only to Byron, to
k6rp?eti‘*.Be> Wordsworth, Shelley, :mseli  wrote

'ta absurdity. Shakcspoar which
t S lt, Ql Prose in Hamlet, i Î S S y -  Th°
CtiUc8el 7ue’w Possibilities in Englis h g winbarno’s 
PtQsp ho. atîect to look down npon hardly
^titlp,! kitchen - garden journalists '  Bfty it was 
t°Q fnu f°°b down on anything. nover falli and « e h , -a  fault that they will ncv _
“ ^bey  sav u- !--a it tCuey 8ay it is wanting in mot writers
< t \ e,tew ere not too many “ moderate vr
Sfipi!. ahead,. > —  18 111 'utiRin ‘i'readv f  100 many “  model 
klw a'ity. o' What one sighs for is mo anu 

l d^a88es in ~n“ arne had better qualities than 
1 H England for moderation. His early

prose, such as his introductions to Byron and Cole­
ridge, were full of fine criticism, and the style was 
clear, fluent, and melodious. In after years his style 
changed, but who shall say it was for the worse ? It 
carried a greater weight of perception and reflection ; 
and if lazy readers could not follow its longer and 
more involved sentences, whose fault was that ? 
Swinburne’s criticisms are peculiarly valuable. 
They are the comments of a great writer on great 
writers. His noble volume on Shakespeare is not 
what the schools call criticism, it is something far 
higher and infinitely more valuable. How surely he 
fastens on what is worthy! With what gusto he 
handles a good point! And with what generosity he 
praises! Never to praise with enthusiasm, said 
Vauvenargues, is a mark of a mediocre nature. 
Swinburne was the last man to whom this maxim 
could apply. He praised—nobly, royally—not only 
the dead, but the living. Not a particle of jealousy 
lurked in his heart towards his contemporaries. 
Tennyson, Arnold, Morris, and Meredith, were all 
the subject of his splendid yet discriminating eulogy. 
One might love Swinburne for this delightful trait 
in his nature. That and his love of children give 
him a double passport to our hearts.

My readers will pardon me for indulging in 
reminiscence. As far back as 1876 I lectured at 
the old Hall of Science on “ Swinburne .and Whit­
man,” and James Thomson (“ B. V.” ) did me the 
honor of reporting the lecture in the Secularist. 
My knowledge of Swinburne, therefore, is not recent. 
I may go back farther still. My dear friend, after­
wards my colleague for seventeen years on the Free­
thinker—Joseph Mazzini Wheeler—spent the day 
with me once when I was lecturing at Edinburgh. 
We were both very young then, and we sallied out 
early to climb Arthur’s Seat the difficult way. It 
was Sunday morning, and when we reached the top 
we had it to ourselves. I had a body then that 
nothing could tire, and “ Joe” knew it. He threw 
himself on the ground, and said to me, “ Now, 
George, read me Swinburne’s ‘ Song in Time of 
Order.’ ” I stood up and rolled it out at the top of 
my voice, as though I were addressing an audience 
on the other side of the Firth of Forth. I had to 
lecture in tho afternoon, and again in the evening, 
but I let myself go. I enjoyed it thoroughly. And I 
can see even now the keen pleasure on the face of my 
dear friend, as he followed the glowing verse that 
expressed so superbly the ideas of revolt against 
political and religious despotism over which we were 
both so enthusiastic. I am not ashamed to say 
that I can read that fierce “  Song ” yet with some­
thing of the old thrill. Times have changed, and 
men, but I have not altogether changed myself, and 
tho lines express an eternal truth; the truth that 
tho world is nover subdued while one man holds out 
against falsehood and tyranny.

• • • • • •
Swinburne’s death has given him his day in tho 

newspapers. That is all a man of genius gets in 
“  practical ”—that is, prosaic—England. He misses 
even that if tho nowspapers are full of a now sensa­
tion. A specially shocking murder, or a particularly 
spioy divorce case, will throw him into limbo, and 
make him lose the chance of a lifetime. Not that 
it matters very much, after all—to tho man of
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genius; for he will be heard of again. Well, the 
newspapers have had their say about Swinburne, 
and a pretty say it is ! They have almost begged 
forgiveness for the old Republican, and they have 
carefully hidden all traces of the old Atheist. The 
poor creatures who sell their pens for bread—pens 
which are often not worth even that—shrink appalled 
from the confession that Swinburne was, from first 
to last, a pronounced and uncompromising Free­
thinker ; that his adoration of Shelley was not only 
poetical—that he accepted Shelley’s main ideas— 
that he challenged Gods as well as Kings, and hated 
Christianity with a most perfect hatred. These 
things the newspapers have concealed, and it is my 
duty to display them.

The newspapers have suggested that Swinburne 
should be buried in Westminster Abbey; in other 
words, that a passionate Atheist should be buried in 
a Christian temple. Swinburne wrote the following 
lines:—

“  From too much love of living,
From hope and fear set free,

We thank with brief thanksgiving 
Whatever gods may be,

That no life lives for ever,
That dead men rise up never,
That even the weariest river 

Winds somewhere safe to sea.”
Fancy burying the author of those lines in the sure 
and certain hope of a glorious resurrection ! The 
very idea shows how much honor is left in modern 
Christianity.

The “  Hymn to Proserpine ”  in Swinburne’s first 
volume of Poems and Ballads—the one that caused 
such a flutter in the chaste and pious circles of Mr. 
Bumble and Mrs. Grundy—represents a Pagan poet 
singing his last Pagan song “ after the proclamation 
in Rome of the Christian Faith.”  He uses the phrase 
which was ascribed, falsely enough, by the Christians 
to Julian “ the Apostate ” as he was dying : “  Thou 
hast conquered, Galilean.” And here are some of his 
choice lines on the faith and the priests of the cruci­
fied Christ:—
“  Thou hast conquered, O pale Galilean ; the world has grown 

gray from thy breath ;
We have drunken of things Lethean, and fed on the fulness of 

death.

0  lips that the live blood faints in, the leavings of racks and 
rods !

0  ghastly glories of saints, dead limbs of gibbeted gods !
Though all men abase them before you in spirit, and all knees

bend,
1 kneel not neither adore you, but standing, look to the end.

Though the feet of thine high priests tread where thy lords and 
our forefathers trod,

Though these that were Gods are dead, and thou being dead art 
a God,

Though before thee the throned Cytherean be fallen, and 
hidden her head,

Yet thy kingdom shall pass, Galilean, thy dead shall go down 
to thee dead.”

It may be argued that this poem is dramatic, and 
that the Pagan merely speaks in character. Well, 
the poems in Songs Before Sunrise are not dramatic 
but personal. Swinburne himself speaks in “ Before 
a Crucifix.” It is ho who, having “ nor tongue nor 
knee for prayer,” has “  a word ” of his own to the 
Christ upon the wayside crucifix to whom women, 
bowed and distorted by labor and servitude, pray as 
they pass. And the pungent “ dead limbs of gibbeted 
Gods ” is matched here by another expression :—

“  No soul that lived, loved, wrought and died,
Is this their carrion crucified.”

of Christianity is still untouched; that it may 
true, even if it has not yet redeemed the won • 
But this is answered in another verse of the 0a®e 
poem :—

“ Through the left hand a nail is driven.
Faith, and another through the right,

Forged in the fires of hell and heaven,
Fear that puts out the eye of light:

And the feet soiled and scarred and pale 
Are pierced with falsehood for a nail.”

Faith, fear, and falsehood are the trinity of ^  
Christian priests. And falsehood comes first ' 
point of time. It is the falsehood that makes *  ̂
faith and breeds the fear. Swinburne gave a  ̂
stronger name than falsehood in the “ Song in ™llD 
of Order” :—

1 We have done with the kisses that sting, 
The thief’s mouth red from the feast, 

The blood on the hands of the king,
And the lie at the lips of the priest.”

That is the absolutely proper word. “  T h e , 
the lips of the priest.” Not a young and dim“ j 
falsehood, but an old and brazen lie. That is W e 
Christianity is nowadays. One is reminded of
last line of Browning’s “ Confessional ” :—“ Li00>. „ 
again, and still—they lie 1 ” Let there be no 
of the matter. Freethinkers have to fight a s"r° 
wealthy, and respectable Lie. Those who tak0 P $ 
in the battle without recognising that fact m' ^ ays 
well be out of it. The great Lie smiles and P 
them compliments. It knows they don’t un
stand. tc'ri ^

Swinburne was no more a Thoist than he ‘ 3 
Christian. Something more than dramatic n 
is discernible in the language of the following 0X 
from Atalanta in Calydon :—

“  Who gives a star and takes a sun away ;
Who shapes the soul, and makes her a barren wife 

To the earthly body and grievous growth of clay >
Who turns the large limbs to a little ilame,

And binds the great sea with a little sand ;
Who makes desire, and slays desire with shame ;

Who shakes the heaven ns ashes in his hand ;
Who, seeing the light and shadow for the same,

Bids day waste night as firo devours a brand,
Smites without sword, and scourges without rod,''

The supreme evil, God.”
eal

This is written in the spirit of Shelley0 
impeachments of Deity. j

Swinburne makes the spirit of earth in cne 
philosophical poems speak thus to men of Go

I that saw where ye trod 
The dim paths of the night 

Sot the shadow call’d God 
In your skies to givo light;

But the morning of manhood is risen, and the 
less soul is in sight.”

In another poem he says :—
Sunbeams and starbeams and all colored thii'fi3’

All forms and all similitudes began ; ,-neä, 
And death, the shadow cast by lifo’s wide " 

And God, the shade cast by the soul of 111 
Tho soul that is substance of nations,
Reincarnate with fresh generations ;

The great god Man, which is God.

Very finely tho same idea is expressed el00'7
“  To the pure spirit of man that men call God,

To the high soul of things, that is 0 Ci
Made of men’s heavenlior hopes and might

Hero is another form of tho same idea'.-"'

iff

Let the newspaper scribes, profane and sacred, 
digest that—if they can.

Swinburne addresses some pertinent questions to 
Christ :—

“  Tho nineteenth wave of the agos rolls
Now doathward since thy death and birth ;

Hast thou fed full men’s starved-out souls ?
Ilast thou brought freedom upon earth ?

Or are there less oppressions dono 
In this wild world under the sun ? "

Freethinkers know how these questions must bo 
answered. Christians may reply that tho essence

“  A creed is a rod,
And a crown is of night;

But this thing is God,
To bo man with thy might;

To grow straight in tho strength of thy SPU y
out thy lifo as tho light.”

' 1 8 LW tThero is so much moro to bo s&»a> it,1 G

oir it ,^ 11'

fine quotations from Swinburne to 
am compelled to mako two articles of 1 g,
one.

it, »
-----  st r11

of it ,o9
G. 'tfr-

i#

(To be conchidcd.)
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Monism and Christianity.

|T wrs a sound instinct that led the religions world 
i? brand the Pantheism of Spinoza as Atheism, 
equally sound was the judgment of Charles Brad-ITlnl*. ' - -p , ,.ln resting his Atheism upon a Monistic inter­
im i 10n nature. Every intelligible theism 
n ° , 'es a dualism or a pluralism, while 
_un;theism
ll ’ater, to 
r G3 b7 no
ônism 

F°r the

or a pluralism, while every 
is as inevitably driven, sooner 
a monism. With an instinct sharp- 

perpetual conflict, the Churches saw 
matter the terminology in which the 

is disguised, its final outcome is Atheism, 
essence of the Atheistio position is not the 

foj^'^bment of any particular theory of matter, or 
a 8r solution, but that, given a first principle as 
¡D^^^ng-point, all else follows as a matter of the 
fer ri8>d necessity. It thus dispenses with inter- 
of g.Ce’ °r, to use a favorite mystifying expression 
c 'r Oliver Lodge, guidance, at any step of the 
8Pirit° .P*00088- To call the monism advocated a 
guiBe U-f mon ŝm does not alter the fact ; it only dis­
pirit i *rom superficial observers and thinkers. 
w0  ̂ na* cr material are mere words, and words, as 
the m '6 ^een bold, are the counters of wise men and 
that °n^  fools. It is the thing, the conception, 
Co®ttiio ters’. an  ̂ mechanical conception of 
Slav u e,^lotion is Atheism, under whatever form it

¿oui dl8eui8ed.
ipon ¿,8tn too much emphasis cannot be placed 
¡oterf 18 truth—admits of no breaks, allows for no 
Pom Ĥ nc° ’ . no gnidance, no special providence, 
ân, ^ ar m'3t to planet, on through protoplasm to 

If thereaSSer*8 existence of an unbroken sequence.
thin™ an  ̂8 aPs they are in our knowledge, not 

Ml euhfp8 themselves. The promise and potency of 
io the n°̂ UGn̂  Ph9nomona is, for Monism, contained 
V  nitive substance, whatever its nature may 

&S8eei?  a^vance to scientific knowledge supports 
°r avowerp °D ’ a^ 8ctontifio research is based, tacitly 

What i ’ nPon an acceptance of this belief.
C9pti0ll H does the individual hold in such a oon- 
t° the rr th’ngs ? Clearly he can be no exception 
^ ac'ple f*î,erad Prtociple of causation. The same 
jPe°ies as h t̂ accounts for the development of the 
tbs iudivj-,a ,l°g ica l phenomenon must also explain 
’yot. E it^  as a. soctological or psychological pro- 
1 am or the individual is the necessary product 
v 6te'y anmCv.edent8 or ho is not. If bo is, we have 
mSbly c ler phase of a general problem, only in a 
a a.°*ute Cr torm. If ho is not, then we have an 
C' ‘s8Qised°a” °n 80mething, a réintroduction of 

brenl!'UJ)erna t̂ira^8ra» and our scientific prin- 
„ hking inj. d°wn. The greatest genius, the most 
In^^hion t0Vlda-al ^ho world has ever seen, forms no 
tv,deed, whan O -8 n.ntoersal principle of causation. 
a ® Atheist tvblr ®hver Lodgo throws at the head of 

ho .!G„names °f Shakespearo or Beethoven,

ever seen, forms no

processes explain their 
v lR needlessly confusing the issue.Sn v> becanc jr  “ “cuiessiy coniusing tun issue, 

e °f thp ° . 6  problem of explaining tho exist- 
t̂ Ptoinjn 8°nius is no greater, fundamentally, than 
explain tk existence of tho fool. Show mo how 
e>!stenCe . complex processes that result in tho 
0.!8tenceence 0f

of A Penny-a-Iiner, and I will oxplain the 
8eprratltialiv A® anthor of Hamlet. The problem is 
‘ same whichever wo take. And,
Ml......
Wi

T y th°
aiil.8hed or°j^ahe either the genius or the fool as a

not, a- 3
Way 

i or nolutio 
anatii 
aind 1
rjnc»f i t  o * v , ««w ou  i i i u s i u n u  t tu u  u o u i u u

8ttto^ing A~ero h°8 that long history of the 
^ieh eiaculnf- ° ru^° rythmical bowlings and 
^IdY 8,8 a start1-0118 °*. Prioaitive savage, without 

„ aave oxiQ/ ” K'Point, neither poet nor musician 
^ t a f6 links i* e5 ‘ .^l10 greatest and tho littlost of

the tool as a---- , oituer the B6®'118 .Q emphatic-
--«a proauot, and merely study ld not ox-

cl n°t the way to set to work. 8UCh a
man> or an animal, or a P taught nsEvolution ought to at leasthavet

ŝtorv6 exPlanation of a thing is to Rnd behind tbs „ behind the greatest music taCe , atest **

t, vntm — **8 in „ , “““ nuuiuou
tbstj, them iR cbam of being, and can neither 

a°r from n Vf 8 trom all that has gone beforo 
at which will como after them.

I have put the claims of a Monistic conception of 
nature as strongly and as plainly as possible, in order 
to meet fairly a challenge raised by the Rev. Dr. 
Warschauer in a recent issue of the Christian World. 
Dr. Warschauer says that the issue to-day lies 
between Monism and Christianity, and proceeds to 
rule Monism out of court on account of its supposed 
depreciation of the individual. Even were this 
depreciation of the individual admitted, it might 
still be argued that the real value of any theory 
depends ultimately upon its truth. The argument 
from consequences is only valid if it can be shown 
that these are in obvious conflict with facts. In 
that case, we should have to admit that our first 
principles were faulty, and revise them accordingly. 
Facts are facts, and sooner or later we are compelled 
to deal with them. Theories may ignore them, but 
the consequences follow just the same. It is not 
merely our duty to face the faots, it is to our interest 
to do so. All life is an adaptation of organism to 
environment, and all healthy mental life is the 
expression of a harmony between our ideas of facts 
and the facts themselves. And without posing as a 
philosophical Gradgrind, one may confidently assert 
that the man or the philosophy that ignores facts 
will sooner or later come to grief.

Dr. Warschauer heads his article, “  Is the Indi­
vidual Doomed ?” and answers that he is if Monism 
prevails. With Christianity, we are told, the indi­
vidual is everything; with Monism the individual is 
nothing. The Christian view of the individual acts 
as a powerful incentive to progress; the Monistic 
view “ is utterly devoid of the dynamic which can 
generate any great social reform.” While the con­
ception of humanity as an organic structure in which 
the individual is ultimately merged is brushed aside 
in tho following :—

“ The smallest and forlornest actual slum baby appeals 
to our sympathy immeasurably more than a vast, dim, 
aggregate of indistinguishable items called the Race, 
for wo have actually met the slum baby, and we have 
never met—and what is more, we never shall meet—
the Race.......No matter by how many times we multiply
nothing, the result is still—nothing......If we wish to
be social reformers in earnest, we must take care of the 
individual and the race will take care of itself.”

That the concrete example of a suffering slum haby 
appeals to us more than an abstract proposition 
about the race is true; but instead of this proving 
Dr. Warschauer’8 case, it is, as will be seen later, 
dependent upon the fact of race, and is only an illus­
tration of its influence. And to say that wo must 
take care of the individual if we wish to take care 
of the race is a mere ipse dixit, since the question at 
issue is whether or not we are best promoting the 
interests of the individual when we keep our mind 
steadily on the question of race welfare. Finally, 
when wo are told that tho conception of man as a 
mere cell in the social tiseue, an item in the long 
story of human progress is “  devoid of tho dynamic 
which can generate any social reform,” the reply 
is that no other factor has shown itself of Buch 
inspiring force with social reformers. One need 
go no further hack than the French Revolution 
of 1789—one of tho most “ dynamic" events of 
modern history—to prove this. The schools of 
St. Simon, Owen, Fourier, with the modern de­
velopment of Socialism on its higher side, are all 
pormoated by a conception of human develop­
ment that Dr. Warschauer thinks fatal to social 
progress. In faot it is next to impossible to point 
to a great social movement that has not been inspired 
by the conception of humanity as a slowly developing 
organism from which the individual springs, and in 
which tho individual is ultimately merged.

Dr. Warsohauer may be correct in saying that with 
Christianity tho individual is everything; he is quite 
wrong in saying that with Monism the individual is 
nothing. The question is ultimately one of tho 
nature and funotion of the individual, and to assume 
that unloss wo assert that he is independent of tho 
social structure wo are destroying him is quite beside 
tho point. Wo do not annihilate the earth by showing
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its place in the solar system; we do not annihilate 
the cell by showing its place in the entire organism ; 
nor do we annihilate the individual by proving him 
to be, in Leslie Stephen’s phrase, a cell in the social 
tissue. On the contrary, as I hope to show later, it 
is only when man is thought of in this sense that we 
begin to conceive a really healthy and complete indi­
viduality.

It has, indeed, been one of the errors of Chris­
tianity to appeal to the individual without considering 
those conditions of which individual life is the ex­
pression. It has preached purity in thought and 
deed while leaving conditions untouched that made 
purity of life a virtual impossibility. It has taught 
morality without seeing that morality is not something 
that is grafted on life, but a thing that springs from 
social life, and conditioned in its expression by the 
prevailing form of social existence. All the ethical 
blunders and failures of Christianity are attributable 
to this initial error. Dr. Warschauer is quite in line 
with Christian teaching when he says that we must 
attend to the individual and leave the race to look 
after itself ; but it is none the less a mistaken teach­
ing. For you can only permanently affect individuals 
through a modification of the conditions that are 
summed up in the phrase “  social environment.” I 
do not mean environment in that narrow sense which 
confines it to the merely material conditions, but in 
the larger and more accurate sense which includes 
all those mental forces which play so powerful a 
part in the life of civilised society. If man is to be 
morally, mentally, and physically healthy, he must 
exist in an environment which permits health in all 
these directions. Otherwise we may appeal to the 
individual as long a3 we choose; our appeal, in even 
the most favorable circumstances, is only of the 
nature of a stimulant which, like all such, is of 
a merely transitory character. Doctors, scientists, 
sociologists, all shades of real thinkers, are, in fact, 
fast realising that it is the race problem that is the 
vital one, and this not in the interests of a merely 
abstract entity, the Race, but in the best interests 
of the individual himself.

In a concluding article I hope to give the scientific 
reasons for this belief. ^ qohen

(To be concluded.)

Faith and Knowledge.

“  We have hut faith : we cannot know;
For knowledge is of things we see.”

— T ennvbon.
T e n n y so n 'S faith was sometimes strong, sometimes 
weak, and once or twice it was well-nigh dissipated 
by the wondrous revelations of Science. It is beyond 
controversy that the poet was never an entirely 
orthodox believer, though occasionally the faith he 
had was most fervently held. Neither was he in­
variably self-consistent in the expression of his 
religious beliefs, if wo aro to judge by reports of 
conversations with friends published after his death. 
But when he wrote In Memoriam, his profession of 
Christianity was not characterised by bright, opti­
mistic certainty. His faith did not madden him. 
Ho was like a man walking in a dream. “  Wo have 
but faith,” he said, as if he were not at all satisfied. 
Thon he cried with peculiar sadness :—

“  Behold, wo know not anything;
I can but trust----- .”

“  So runs my dream: but what am I ? ”
Whatever may he true of Tennyson’s attitude to 

Christianity in later years, it is unquestionable that 
during the composition of In Memoriam he was 
struggling against unbelief and eagerly wishing his 
Christian hopo had something more substantial to 
rest upon than more faith. “  Wo cannot know,”  ho 
regretfully confessed. “ for knowledge is of things we 
see.” Christianity was built alone upon faith, and 
there is not a grain of knowledgo oven in the super­
structure. Fifty years ago this was a truth specially

emphasised. It was quite customary to quote Pan'i 
words, “ Now abideth faith, hope, love, these three; a° 
the greatest of these is love,” and then to comment  ̂
them thus : “ Love is greatest, you know, because 
is the only one of the three that shall survive deal ■ 
Faith shall blossom into sight, or full knowledge,aB 
hope into fruition, the moment we die; but l“f 
shall pass through death’s cold river without 
subjected to the slightest change.”

And yet, in spite of this tremendous stress up0 
faith, we find that, both in the New Testament ana1 
theological literature generally, knowledge is rePr.e, 
sented as an obtainable possession. Jesus i3 ®a 
to say that eternal life consists in knowing , 
the face of his Son, and very often do we 100' 
especially in devotional works, about the bless10” 
which accrue from Divine knowledge. Paul sp08 
of “ the light of the knowledgo of the glory of 
the face of Jesus Christ,” and Peter says: ” J0" 
faith supply virtue, and in your virtue knowle“S>j0 
According to the latter, faith and knowledge 
co-exist; knowledge is to be added to faith.  ̂
Rev. J. H. Jowett, of Birmingham, in a bonom 
Peter’s words, says : “  Yes, but what sort of 
ledge ? First of all, knowledge of God.” Then  ̂
Jowett devotes two paragraphs to a discussio0 1 , 
this subject, but the conclusion to which he ca° j 
help coming is that the knowledge of God P°ssê e|y 
by Christian believers is so slight that it can scar 
be differentiated from ignorance. Though the r0 s 
end gentleman talks about God for so many 
every week, this is the confession he is obbg0 
make:— ^

“ What we know about God is only as the hlo=s ̂  
compared with the matured fulness of the autunja j 
Or our knowledge, again, is like our speech in *' 
childhood. The speech of a child is full of n>i8pr ¡¡j; 
ciations—here a letter is added, there a letter is dfljP0 of 
and again, there are half sayings, a more ba ¡¡ij 
human speech 1 And we are just in this ele® f0liy 
stage in relation to the lieavenlies 1 No word liP 
spoken; everything is half guessed, and on y jjpj 
expressed. Or, thirdly, tho knowledge is like *  ̂p 
reflection in a motal mirror. It is so dim 0,9 {¡jini 
almost a riddle; there is nothing definite. E jS{," 
gloriously clear ; wo are still in tho region of tJ

This is terribly humiliating to a man 
business in life is to supply people with inforD: M 
about the Deity! It is as if he said: “ I flD1 tt6 
habit of speaking to you for an hour at a tins0 , jjj 
subject of God, his nature, his attributes, a c$ 
works ; I undertake to tell you exactly what
and cannot do, what he did before time w»3> 

I 01.tflb9what he will do when time is no more; - yo» 
before you as his messenger, and declare n a»- 
his whole counsel; but, while I thus address ) 
one having authority, I must to-day be hon ’¡j„i 
confess to you how little I know about bins, ¡¡¡o05 
dim and broken and elementary are my c°°c 
of him.” But we are persuaded that -■ ¡ett8
Jowett perfectly honest he would frankly adnpifi|,j 
he possesses absolutely no knowledge of &? .̂eSl 0, 
Being. What he tells is only what he 10̂ '
what he believes is merely what he has n 
Of knowledge he has none. j  i<°1

That this statement is true may be 
Mr. Jowett’s own remarks concerning the00 flr0 
of growth in the knowledge of God. “ ~.g 
three words in tho Scriptures,” ho says, . ¡8,$„
tho conditions are expressed, and this is the*0 ej9fcifl|1jf 
succession—communion, inspiration, and r0 $ f ê( 
Communion centres in tho prayer, “ ^a , ¿o 
known to us, O God,” or, “  Reveal bbya<̂ »  w. 
hearts, 0  Lord.” “  By communion with ** '
Mr. Jowett, “ wo become inspired ; that i0 ¡¡j 
become possessed by a spiritual energy 
strength of which tho mists of carnality ju
It is true enough that to cultivate a strong^  
become or to do a certain thing is an im010 ^  i 
becoming or doing i t ; but it is not 
people who profess to live in communion^^c) . 
are, on an average, ethically and socially 
others in corresponding positions and cir, rj<ja9 
who aro avowed Agnostics. It is a no
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at some of the most pious men living are the most 
opelessly enveloped in “ the mists of carnality,” 

10 °thers who have no sense of God at all are 
Possessors of beautiful and noble natures and doers 
jj e®inently beneficent deeds. Was not Professor 
j-0,. 8y quite as philanthropically inclined as his 
ynt J.Ii?’a*8bed opponent, Bishop Wilberforco ? And 
not â^ er communed with God and the former did 
c ' ,^ow> look at the case a3 stated by this popular 
God 6r" ^  i® khis, a nntshell: Commune with 
a , ’ aaG “ the mists of carnality” will pass away; 
shall l 611 “  ̂ be m^ s carnality ” have lifted you 
Co ^ow  God. But how on earth is it possible to 
the mune. yith an unknown God ? If communion is 
¿¡hi COnGition of knowledge, what, pray, is the con- 
not n °f comiuunion ? Unbelievers in the Deity do 
tev p  cannot commune with him. He never 
snd a S- .mse^ to Atheists. This is a most curious 

81gnificant fact. Before you can have any 
-th the Deity you mm

■hue initial act is always man’s. But you
e0ce the Deity you must imagine his exist­
ing  '  ̂ act is always man’s. But you

strenuously and vividly before you can 
coqjjjj1115? the object imagined. And, then, your 
"per??1011 with him must be at once “  serious ” and 
ledge,?n  ̂” before it can ripen into familiar know- 
Mrf Jq ' ^bere is so much of what we call prayer,” 
Carele *nf°rm® us, “ that is flippant, irreverent, 
any and which can never be expected to make 

P oration, or anv deen soundines amnne thelDgs of
■rrevi God.”

or any deep soundings among the 
But why is prayer ever “ flippant, 

^b leA ^ ’ carel°3s ” ? Simply because faith is 
by tjj .nd Gabby, because the picture of God painted 

I8 jj. rnagination is indistinct and blurred.
° ĵect e*0  ̂absolutely undeniable that an imaginary 
Merely p n never become an object of knowledge by 
SeQtinr, ,°ncenbrating one’s thoughts upon and pro­
em s tn'f1111̂  P otion s to it ? Yet what Mr. Jowett 
®DfQoieni. °?cb is that if a man believes in God with 
Vcl seri Vlv*dness and strength to enable him to 
8bali be°US and Per8isbent communion with him he 
t°b]ectiVe]^eWa d̂ed b? flelting to know him as an 

.?> th ^ r°a  ̂ Person- maintain, on tho con-
>x*8ted th an omnip°tent and all-loving God 
, ^otild i ° • ow*edSG °f bim would bo universal. 

?‘jolbjeofH V™*1088̂ 0 ôr to hide himself. Of
°bildre ° Wou'd bo the best known. Nob one of 

ii^by n ^'oulfl ever have occasion to say to him, 
%«elf dest thou afar off ? Why hidest thou 

times of trouble ?"

0 118: “ Vei-'i erent being. Isaiah addresses him 
. ^°d of j , 1 y> thou art a God that hidest thyself, 
ti,6r.e ^larch00 ̂’ tbc Savior.”  His own chosen people 
§ 6lr i ’ather'0  ̂ bead}onS to destruction while he, 
sa a flesf.,.;a?- tbeir Savior, remained in hiding.

Savi *°n of the Deity annihilates him. A 
tin 18 an otteri ,nrning his face away from tho perish- 
iflp0 8bows k y lmp°ssible boing. A moment’s refleo- 

of God ,?nsPeabably absurd the Christian

tb
of .:er of i®* He is proclaimed as tho

A . Woeful a Gn .a° d sinful race, who yet, in spite 
Pro!.18 8tron„ 0°adltion> lov0s this race with a love 
ChJlded a wa 1 b̂an death, and who in his love has 

To jppA^ 8a*Yation through his Son Jesus
U *
tii
i
tbZ0 to
th,

a C(Hne to nl1V.e this salvation, however, the race 
IgA^'n to k: bvist, and this it cannot do unless it 
raA ate tho«.?1 v b*8 and its Father. Now, Chris- 
h« 8 to wbom the Father is nlleoed to hn,vo
6y are the

and k’ liiiuer is alleged to have
saved through the Son; but as yet-“ »vuiju uuu uuu , tv a jcu

on the^ ?mabest of minorities. And there
Mth1?! beseech1'r ^nee8 at the foot of their Father’s 
th8  ̂ 1Jn to „a. lng> Coaxing, nassinnatolv nloading

Pro 
*0,

i 1Cl to stfoA0? ’ „coaxing, passionately pleading 
Q*Wok '̂ He r>C i f°rtb his mighty arm and redoem 
tQvio /  ab the a ? 0S n° ro8Ponsei ala8» but remains

ip therg  ̂ 0;̂ 68 immovable, silent, and inactive, 
of faith ! ! r 0 a Purcly imaginary boing, 

n.^brus8011 Was and n°t of knowledge, 
h knott-^1*1?0 riflbt when ho exclaimed,
,lBeeh'1Ae- Goil °°t  anything ” outside tho realm 

'V°rld aro'n br,8t> the Holy Ghost, and an 
o Creatures of the human imagi­

nation quickened into activity by ignorance touched 
with fear; and because they cannot be converted 
into objects of knowledge the belief in them is dying 
out with the ignorance in which it was conceived 
and begotten. In proportion as knowledge of the 
natural grows faith in the supernatural decays. The 
most golden ages of Christianity were the darkest 
ages of the world’s history ; and now that Science is 
in the ascendant Christianity is decidedly on the 
wane. Therefore, “  let knowledge grow from more 
to more ”  and become the supreme guide of life, and 
let faith in supernatural beings, who cannot be 
known, become faith in man who can be known, 
genuine faith in whom shall blossom into trans­
forming social service. j_ L l o y d .

Remission and Baptism.

B y  H o m er  E d w in  Ga r v in .
A FEW days ago one of the numerous murders that 
have made our Christian city notorious throughout 
the civilised world was being discussed on the streets.

One man remarked that the murderer seemed very 
little concerned about the matter, believing as he 
did that a few moments and a few pennies spent 
with his religious adviser would suffice to wipe out 
all moral responsibility on his part for his horrible 
deed.

Perhaps the law does permit such a crime-breeding 
dootrine to be taught publicly, but there is a law 
that ought to apply to those engaged in this practice 
of forgiving sins, and that is the law of obtaining 
money under false pretences, for the idea is just as 
immoral and just as dangerous to-day as when Martin 
Luther remonstrated against it.

However, it is not this old Pagan idea of priestly 
intercession for the remission of sins that will be 
discussed, but another idea just as false and just as 
prevalent in this city to-day. It is the belief that 
the Supreme Maker and moral ruler of the universe 
will contravene in answer to prayer and nullify his 
unchangeable law that “  whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap,” and we speak of this as God’s 
law, not because it is in the literature of the past, 
but because it is a fact of observation that needs no 
claim of inspiration to support its validity.

We believe that neither God nor man can wipe 
out tho consequences of sin, and for that reason 
regard sin as so much more to be avoided. Our 
conoern is not so much to have our sins forgiven us 
as to have our sin-producing ignorance removed 
from us.

The old heathen idea of a god who punishes or 
forgives sins committed against him has been sup­
planted by the modern scientifically inspired idea 
that the groat6st punishment that could be meted 
out to man would be to live in a state of ignorance 
that would cause him continually to commit sins 
and mistakes against himself and his fellow man. 
We conceive the unfortunate plight of a sinner to 
be his condition just before he commits a sin or 
makes an error. Tho result of his sins are often 
more directly disastrous to his fellow man than to 
himself.

The majority of Christian Churches teach a cun­
ningly devised system of remote and uncertain 
rewards and punishments, and forgiveness of some 
sins for some people, sometimes, all of which tends 
to obscure the nature of sin, and even to encourage 
its committal, for in their fear lest man shall be 
justified by his works instoad of his faith, they have 
ignored the study of ethics and the consequences of 
sin hero and now. They go so far as to say that 
belief in certain histories or legends about Jesus is 
more important than to actually put into practice 
certain inoral teachings of his that appeal to our 
reason and experience as practical and valuable. 
And they teach the discouraging doctrine that man’s 
goodness is evil in the sight of God.

What doth it profit a man if ho believes the whole 
world of myths and fables about Jesus, if he thereby
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loses his own mental and spiritual insight into his 
teachings, and his own superiority over the super­
stitious people who invented and circulated these 
unprofitable legends about Jesus ?

Who can estimate the good that might have been 
done in the last nineteen centuries if the Churches 
had taught ethics, the science of right and wrong, 
with the same energy they have devoted to trivial 
and meaningless stories about Jesus and the horrible 
doctrines of blood atonement and forgiveness of 
sins through the sacrifice of an innocent victim ?

What do we Unitarians mean by sin ? Is it some 
mysterious influence of Adam ? Is it non-observance 
of some “  holy days ”  that we understand have fol­
lowed each other at regular intervals of seven days 
since some black tribe of Northern Africa first 
regarded them as holy ? Does hell yawn for those 
who neglect a careful study of almanaos ? We must 
admit that such kind of sins as these might easily 
be forgiven by any kind of a man or God.

But it is when we consider the more serious 
offences of which the law takes cognisance that we 
realise not only the difference between real and 
imaginary sin, but we notice that civilised men 
believe in other punishments than those the old 
theologians taught would be visited upon sinners 
after death.

Is there not, in this positive attitude of the law 
toward certain sins, and its negative attitude towards 
others, a clear recognition of the fact that mankind 
does not firmly believe in future punishment, and 
does regard forgiveness of sin as a weak and dan­
gerous policy ? Civilisation could not exist if we did 
not look upon the crimes of theft or murder as sins 
against man to bo punished here and now, instead of 
sins against God, to be punished in some doubtful 
dreamland of the future.

We cannot reconcile modern punishment of 
criminals with the commonly professed belief in the 
forgiveness of sinB.

At what point, we are tempted to ask, does the 
belief of our orthodox brethren touch or harmonise 
with our present-day civilisation ? Thank God, we 
have repudiated their doctrines as applied to both 
law and government. With scant respect, we ignore 
their fundamental beliefs in our schools and colleges. 
The Bible is no longer used as a text-book on geology 
or astronomy, and the theory of evolution now held 
by every scientist of any distinction has relegated 
the Adam and Eve myth to the realms of near 
poetry, if it can be allowed even there. Our 
mightiest intellectual giants are not lying awake 
nights figuring on problems involving Noah’s Ark, 
nor are they lying in the daytime about the neces­
sity or relative importance of going down into the 
water, or being sprinkled with the water, as an aid 
to the forgiveness of sin and development of char­
acter. Indeed, our modern un-Christian scientists 
would be about as much interested in the effect that 
either performance, sprinkling or immersion, would 
have upon the water used as it would upon the char­
acter of the victim of these hoary old theological 
pranks. You smile at this idea of baptism, although, 
after all, it is really little more than a doubtful form 
of humor or religious hazing that is practiced upon 
the unsophisticated.

But the orthodox view of forgiveness of sins is 
only one of their untenable and contradictory posi­
tions that have affronted the reason and intelligence 
of man for nineteen hundred years. One whom they 
conceive to be the Prince of Peace is immediately in­
troduced as one who came not to bring peace but a 
sword, and so on through an endless variety of con­
tradictions. The aim of the early fathers of the 
Church seems to have been to whipsaw the market 
and completely control the visible supply of truth, 
for we find them seeking to occupy both sides of 
almost every question, as do the dovotooa of Biblio- 
latry in our own time.

Is it not strango in theso days, when so much of 
the happiness, and indeed tho safety, of mankind 
depends upon clear thinking and upon definite and 
dependable knowledge of tho laws of nature, that

man should refuse to accept the crude judgments0 
the past as authoritative guides to conduct, or to 
contradictory doctrines of the churches as constr°c 
tive philosophy. And if so many conflicting 
can be drawn from the Bible, it is easy to expb1 
the failure of tho Church to contribute any valu®0 
aid toward the solution of any practical human pr0 
blem. This failure was apparent as to slavery in* 
middle of the last century, and it is particular, 
noticeable in their present peouliar attitude tow®1 
the liquor problem. ..

Pages might be filled with the illogical attefflP̂  
of Christian churches to make their inspired be*'e 
of the past square with modern ideas and condit'011'' 

We might disouss their invectives and P®rse!D. 
tions against those of us who seek to gain 
spiration from the living God of to-day as be ^ 
veals himself in his many begotten sons a 
daughters. be

But we have especial reasons to rejoice a110̂  
exceeding glad at this season, over the birth, 
of a redeemer, but of a redeeming idea that ssc 
to have been born in the consciousness of the pe®P j 
of this whole country recently. I could not say1matte-'

dee“1'the idea was immaculately conoeived, but no 
what our politics may be, we must admit the re 
ing quality of the idea, and regard as a hopeful sign s 
spirit that prompted millions of so-called °r . ^e3t

a Unitarian for theChristians to choose 
office in the land,

Perhaps the last election was a general a^m,lŜ ey 
or confession on the part of these people, tbat ¡o0s 
could not trust one who was of their own r001 
belief. Or have they decided that a man’s 1® 
belief in someone’s miraculous stories and 
ceptions about the history of Jesus does not r 
upon his intellect or morals ?

Perhaps we are on the eve of a period wb0 
aroused and enlightened conscience of 
women will force them to declare openly
volt against their ancient creeds, and cause 
place themselves on record in accord with & 
thought. . tb»j

In conclusion, lot us consider one deadly 6 of 
must be avoided. It is committed by thous® 
otherwise careful and conscientious men and .pji 
of all churches, even our own. That is A„V! 
compromising with error. It arises from a c°. ^ 0? 
fear lest tbe truth about religion should 
morality. This contagious taint of hypocrisy  ̂
unpardonable sin against the divinity within 
against our fellow man, who is influenced by 0 
fessed belief. No death-bod repentance can v o 
lise the result of a life lived under that 6 jo5s \ 
insincerity, and no one can estimate the 
happiness that comes from being thus ® ¡¡jjj)s 
from the divine sources of guiding and su

“ f t

inspiration.
It is not surprising that such inspired

Emerson, Lowell, Longfellow, O. W. Holme9,: ri;
of tho

is that !
think it tbe‘!

and Bancroft 
Church. The 
as leaders of

were all members 
surprising thing 
our time shouldtta lu uu tu a  u i u u i txuju o u u u iu  m um  w • , - u*

hark back to tho tombs of tho past, and °o f 
whole life and discourse with the sombre bu 
age infinitely inferior to our own.

¡OlULIl̂  -  yp,-
OIqC tUUUlUOiJ lUlUliWi uu UUI UITUI W OUU* jl
to bo justified on tho grounds of igno 
than on the more plausible grounds of bHjp l <

enchanted realms of orthodoxy has
If so, we must assume that their

in O »P > 0
them for clear thinking, for the saving 
enlightenment and grace are at hand in 11 U 
library, and every Unitarian Church in y0$l> 
hospital for the painless removal of 
remnants of primitive ignorance and credu ^

—Truthscckcr

Tho only remedy for superstition is kuovjk^u ^  
else can wipo out that plaguo spot of tho n 
Buckle,
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Acid Drops.

General Booth’s head gets bigger and bigger. Instead of 
Q̂swering Mr. Manson’s powerful criticism, and replying to 

“he Trade Union representations as to tbo “ sweating ” 
^hich goes on under bis Social Scheme, be calls for 
¡«.000,000. His new project is a University of Humanity, 
‘ 'his fine name is to cover (and disguise) another Salvation 
Artay enterprise. ____

General Booth wants to get into Russia. He says be will 
he a great help to “ the authorities.” We believe him—and 
We believe “ the authorities ” will let him in.

A Working miner in Vancouver has sent the Lord Mayor 
tr„ °?^on ¿£20 for the “ hungry starving men and boys 
i, ataPmg the Thames Embankment all the winter nights.” 
 ̂ re there,” he asks, “ any Christians in England now?” 

n._er6. are' Plenty of them. That is why the problem of 
Poverty is where it is. ____

a ^  5ttler*can preacher says that Socialism, as a system, is 
gov °Ŝ ^anSerous thing. If it is ever adopted as a form of 
let enr't̂ ei?h, society will crumble into a heap of ruins. But 
G o ocialism be under “ the guiding principles of the 
ii m‘ e1’ and nothing but good can accrue from it. All 
take U£Dâ e Institutions ” are bound to fail unless they are 
take11 °V6r. an  ̂ fallowed by Christianity. Let Socialists 
Cht;ŝ arn*n8, therefore, that, unless they forthwith turn 
huirialanS’ ^ ey are on*y working for the downfall of the 
eXpte 5ace- The American preacher assures us that ho is 
¡uattejS111̂  only what he knows to bo true, and that ends the

Anothitally ””uer 8reah preacher tells us that Christ is so wonder- 
hicQ i^tau we sRaG n°t be able fully to comprehend 
the 
Hi

ie tie ^he nimble and dexterous energy of the West, 
0tth*}™ patience of tho East, the strenuous gravity of the 

forth ^  tender passion of the South combine to show him 
tetaa.in ^ eu we tear the World’s Redeemer is destined to 
the end&1f ’inoomPrGhonded and incomprehensible being to 
Saore ea°i ^tne- Get us turn our thoughts to other subjects, 

81 y understood and more practically useful.

M:
Guitar' °men Thomas, J.P., Merthyr, prosiding over a 
of ej ulau..Sobering at Swansea, remarked that “  tho spread 
MteVe • 1011 made it increasingly difficult for people to

ln.the unreasonable doctrines of orthodox religion “a tt_ !, . — - - - - - -‘ it4.Q . ■“ “ ■em ouuaU it) UUCOI U itJ» UJ. UJLUUUUUA.
Coirie ba31 '°r ^u'barianism," he added, “ to induce them to 
earth is°U *• 8°? le ôral °t recognised belief.” But how on 
t6a8oc-Ki u^ar>anism, as far as it is positive, any more 
iehgion th f̂ la"  °hber religious beliefs ? There is no 
spends staud tho test of reason. Every religion
Cotloroto f 0n ao* taith. To put tho matter in a
at>d Can ornb tho God who allows Messina earthquakes 
God wb^0ts’ ,18 n°t, on tho face of it, any better than tho 

made and fills hell.
There a , ------

JLate, tho J’Pcars to be very little crimo at Swansea. At any
’ I": C , .1'? “  >“ »  *° 1- » ~  • t o  "I time on their hands 

st Su ÛOl,U,°10’ w^o *9 a Sabbatarian, is waging war 
street Udâ  newspapers. He has seized the stock of 

v!as suonn^8™1111018—one °t them a young fellow who UoRr,;.., P rtine tlm family whilo his father was in tho
test cases ” will bo brought before tho 

are glad to hear that the general public 
One individual was done out of his Christian

tvfi

Q0aPita7.t,urtinS the ’ and these

gnaat.and ~ iumviuuai was aoue out oi ins ^nrusvuiT i
^ that p  anno  ̂fo5givo the Chief Constable for depriving

, fellin'1 a Lanca- Kristian Evidenco lecturer has cc“  u„bt women
andience of “ men only ’’-perhaps bei tho ¿ ^ 6 8 8  ” 

of v 8iby enough to believo it—abou which men
in London and “ tbo depth9 to ^  tbom.„ lu -Blnb without tho power of tho Go. i

hit, „ accuratf' n“ '1 *’

8ay and lively publication.

neural "  Puwer oi tno liospoi to w t mom. 
w Prisoner U-ani  °teoant speaker has atso becn addressing 
Dn SeetQs t \n Lauc.asbiro gaol, by request of tbo Governor, 
j, acbed qj. °,, avo mistaken his vocation, or at least to have 
tlvV)6'9 muM, °  Preserves of tho Chaplain. Wo dare say 
thi etlCe w 7 ytnPathy, evon affinity, betweon that Christian 
l>0w' they hav^ an<̂  tnmatos of that prison. For ono

official statistics. - .  „ a common Christianity. 8QuorB bolong to
0a6n 'hat, with very rare exception ' '  ¡uation8. Yo ’
PrL°* °tber of the various Christian ^ l 0 "  U iu comUl0u

and preachers have a good 
etmies the resemblance is quite striking.

C & ewing a new book by tho Rov. Dt< ■^¿'’byVaUhofi n8b«n World refers to « the question raised ny

and Mr. John M. Robertson amongst others, as to whether 
the historical Jesus ever really existed,V and says that 
" one wonders to find such views outside of a lunatic 
asylum.” This is foolish sarcasm as well as clumsy ex­
pression,—for nobody asks whether the “ historical ” Jesus 
ever really existed. What is asked is whether the Jesus of 
the four gospels is historical. Moreover, this question is not 
only just raised by Kalthoff, Mr. John M. Robertson, and 
others. It was discussed to some purpose by Robert Taylor, 
who was twice imprisoned for “ blasphemy,” in 1828 and 
1831. Nearly forty years before that the astro-mythical 
character of Jesus Christ was demonstrated in the great 
work of Dupuis—L'Origine de tout les Cultei. That 
demonstration can now be obtained in a separate form in 
the little work recently published by the Pioneer Press— 
Natural Religion : or the Secret of All the Creeds.

Dr. Paul W. Schmiedel, who has done so much important 
work for the Encyclopedia Biblica, has written a little book, 
Jesus in Modern Criticism, which may be commended to 
our pious Fleet-street contemporary’s attention. Schmiedel 
believes that Jesus was an historical character, but he is far 
too well-informed and thoughtful to talk of those who differ 
from him on that point as actual or prospective madmen. 
Listen to this :—

“ Doubts as to the reliability of our authorities have 
recently increased to such an extent that for about six years 
the view that Jesus never really lived has gained an ever­
growing number of supporters. It is no use to ignore it, or 
to frame resolutions against it in meetings of non-theologians. 
It is little use merely to say in a vague and general way that 
the figure of Jesus as portrayed in the Gospels could not 
possibly have been invented. In the case of the Fourth 
Gospel, a School of Theology of a seriously scientific char­
acter does not itself make the contention ; and, since it finds 
very much even in the first three Gospels that is a product 
of later myth-making, it may easily seem that the advance 
would not be so very great if the whole record of Jesus’ life 
were referred to the domain of myth.”

In the face of this grave utterance by a professional theo­
logian of high standing how silly, as well as ill-mannered, 
ia the Christian World's talk about such views being worthy 
of a lunatic aBylum-1 Such vulgar folly would be impossible 
in scientific Germany or keen-witted France. It is only 
possible in countries like England where the deepest pro­
blems of criticism are taken charge of by half-educated, 
badly-trained, and irresponsible exhorters.

The Rev. Dr. Horton relates how “ that noble missionary, 
Sidney Hodge, heard one day a doctor making a boast—he 
was an Agnostic—that he had not opened his Bible for 
twenty years,” and simply remarked, “ More fool you.” 
And Dr. Horton oxclaims, “  What a wise remark it was ” ! 
Be it borne in mind that most Freethinkers do read the 
Bible, and are thoroughly familiar with its contents; it is 
because thoy know it so well that they cannot call it the 
Word of God; would tho Hampstead oracle denounce such 
people as fools ? There are others to whom the associations 
of the Bible-roading of their early days are so painful that 
they cannot endure the sight of the book. Is Christian 
charity of such a texture that when it meets with such 
poople, tho kindest, politest observation it can make is, 
“ Moro fools you ” ? Evidently so thinks Dr. Horton, who 
is looked upon as one of tho main pillars of the Faith.

And at last Dr. Horton has resolved to tako the Bible 
literally. At least, he says he believes the Bible ought to 
bo taken “ quite literally.” Ho believes that every minister 
of the Gospel may bo a spiritual healer of physical diseases. 
Ho believes that when a man is sick he should send for the 
elders of tho Church, and get them to pray over him and to 
anoint him with oil, and that if the elders pray in faith the 
sick man will be healed. And yet if Dr. Horton himself, or 
any members of his church, were to act on that belief, diffi­
culties would soon arise, and the law of the land would 
punish the doors of the law of the Lord. Did Dr. Horton 
donounco that severe sentence passed not long ago upon 
somo Peculiar Peoplo because they obeyed the Bible and 
gavo the doctor tho go-by ? If not, is not his advocacy of 
spiritual healing somewhat hypocritical ?

Liverpool Territorials marched to Sun Hall the other 
Sunday for “ divino service." On the way, ono of the bands 
playod “ Stand up, stand up, for Jesus! ” Is that the 
gentleman thoy are to fight for—if necessary ?

Tho late Professor St. George Mivart, who was eventually 
excommunicated by tho Catholic Church, which ho belonged 
to up to a ripe old ago, wroto some articles on “ Happiness 
in Hell.”  They caused a good deal of excitement at tho 
time, and tho Catholic Church told him to shut up, which
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he did, only he burst out again in another direction. Pro­
fessor Mivart’s idea was that the inhabitants of Hell were 
as happy as their own natures permitted; far happier than 
most people on earth. They did not enjoy the supreme 
felicity of those in heaven, but short of that they were as 
happy as the days were long; in fact, their life was a con­
tinual beanfeast. This idea, of course, was very attractive 
to some of us, who had so often been told that we held 
through (untransferable) tickets to Hades.

When we opened the St. Austell Star and saw the start­
ling headline “ Hell is Love ” over the report of a sermon in 
that town by the Rev. Arthur Baker, M.A., of Truro, we 
naturally expected to find something like the cheerful view 
of Professor Mivart, perhaps with certain improvements. 
But we found that the reverend gentleman’s idea is that 
hell is as hot and uncomfortable as ever. He believes in 
“ a hell of infinite agony and torture and shame,” but he 
also believes that “ God is love.” The fire of hell is meant 
to burn the selfishness out of those who fall into it. But 
everybody has some selfishness; even the Rev. Arthur Baker 
—though we say it, we hope, with a proper appreciation of 
his high character and his holy calling. The preacher on 
“ Hell is love ” will, consequently taste the sweets of the 
place as well as the saddest dog in the congregation that 
listened to him. They “ all go into one place,” as the 
Scripture says. Nor is that the end of the matter. The 
reverend gentleman ought to see that his hell is equivalent 
to the Catholic's purgatory. He is thus a day’s march 
nearer Rome.

It seems to us that the Rev. Arthur Baker’s idea of hell 
is not very consistent with the terrible language of Jesus 
Christ and of the New Testament generally. Jesus Christ 
declared that he himself would come again to judge the 
world ; that he would divide the sheep-saints from the goat- 
sinners, the former going above and the latter below. To 
those who were bound for the wrong place, he would say, 
“ Depart from me, ye accursed, into everlasting fire, prepared 
for the devil and his angels.” But what he ought to say to 
them, on the Rev. Arthur Baker’s theory, is this: “ Go 
through, ye poor sick sinners, to the Hades Sanatorium, 
where you will be set you up to run the Marathon race in 
Glory.”  ____

We don’t think the Truro preacher’s idea will catch on. 
We can hear the 11 Cornish pilchards ” saying, “ Not to day, 
Baker.” ____

A village of 547 inhabitants in Massachusetts has been 
found to have three Protestant churches and one Catholic 
church. The Catholic church competes with the three Pro­
testant churches collectively. The three Protestant churches 
compete collectively with the Catholic church—and severally 
with each other. Thus there are four railway stations in 
one village which book passengers through to heaven. 
Good old business!

Rev. R. J. Campbell prints parts of a “ remarkable letter ” 
he has received. The writer quotes some verses, which 
refer to —

“  The blatant voice of braying doubt.”
“  Braying ”  is distinctly good. It is also most elegant. It 
is likewise a fine display of Christian manners.

Second thoughts, however, suggest that there is something 
wrong about “ braying ”— in this connection. We confoss 
we never heard of a real livo jackass on a Freethought 
platform, but the Biblo tells us of ono who was divinely 
inspired. It belongod to the prophet Balaam. Scripture 
says that “ The Lord oponed tho mouth of tho ass ”—and 
it spoke accordingly.

Hero is another yarn about the lato Mr. Reader Harris, 
K.C., founder of the Pentecostal League. Currency is given 
to it in tho Christian Commonwealth:—

"As a lad of twenty, he heard Bradlaugh in the Hall of 
Science, Finsbury, and was so greatly impressed by these 
words : ‘ Christians do not believe their own Bible. They 
say that the Sermon on the Mount represents an ideal which 
can never he attained. Wo say that it can bo realised in 
practice.’ Under the influence of Bradlaugh, Mr. Harris 
became a total abstainer and a non-smoker, and he sought 
with untiring diligence to carry into his daily life the teach­
ings of the Sermon on the Mount.”

People who heard Bradlaugh locturo know that “ those 
words ” never came from his lips. Bradlaugh did not 
believe that the Sormon on tho Mount could be practised, or 
that it would bo any good if it could. And thoro is another 
little difficulty. Bradlaugh was not a total abstainer—and

Bradlaugh was not a non-smoker. The whole yarn >9 
imaginary. No doubt it emanated from that department o 
the late Mr. Reader Harris’s pious brain which he mistook 
for the seat of memory.

We see by a cutting sent to us from Bridgetown, Barbados, 
that a fifteen-mile Marathon foot race was run at Trinia3 
on Sunday, March 7, and that “ Queen’s Park Savanna 
was lined with spectators.” Sunday 1 They are getting 011 
over there. A Sunday foot race here would pretty we 
shock both the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Kflf' 
John Clifford into their graves.

An English newspaper pokes fun at the Chinamen wh° 
wear five buttons on their coats to remind them of the m 
principal moral virtues which Confucius recommended'' 
humanity, justice, order, prudence, and rectitude. Tbps0 
virtues, of course, do not need any stimulation in Christ'311 
countries.

“ Kissing the Book ” will be done away with under tb® 
new Oaths Act. Witnesses will swear, in Scotch fasb'O11' 
with uplifted hand—a gesture which is presumably 
agreeable to tho imprecated Deity. Certainly it will 
more hygienic. And cleanliness is at least next to g01̂ 11}®3' 
Freethinkers, of course, go in for the bettor way. 
simply tell the truth without swearing or hand-lifting or a  ̂
other hocus-pocus.

Herbert Hodgson, who writes to the Daily Chronicle 
Finchley, might almost have written from the cemetery" 
is so old-fashioned. He offers a new reason why Germ3 1 
and England should love each other. They are b j 
Protestant countries. True. But that is no guarantee 
peace; for most men, as Swift said, have religion enough 
make them hate each other.

Mr. Asquith will introduce a Welsh Disestablishment 
on April 21. How tho Nonconformists will rejoice! 
meat and drink to them to Reo parsons getting into tro" 
They “ love one another ” still.

It 19

“ There will be no such exodus from Bath to-day a®there
was upon the eve of Good Friday a hundred years ^ 
Some prophet or prophetess, it was universally understo 
had predicted a terrible earthquake for that Friday, e° .£ 
which Mount Beacon and Beechen Cliff, hills at jCg 
ends of tho city, would meet and overwhelm every 1 Jj 
thing between them. The prophecy was variously attri®  ̂
to Joanna Southcott, to a prophet who had been with & ^  
in the Ark and was now living near Bath, and to ® 
fortune-teller. But it was generally regarded as inf'1 
And so people rushed out of Bath by hundred®  ̂
thousands, some pretending that they had dying aUn all 
visit, others frankly admitting their terror. Then, ŵ oCli- 
the panic was over, it was discovered that two 1°°8 
fanciers had engaged to match their birds, named b gS 
Beacon and Beechen Cliff, on Good Friday. Some oa ^ 
listener, hearing of this, had turned a cockfight 'n 
earthquake.”—Daily Chronicle, April 8.

Dr. Horton is a groat favorito of tho Lord—at least# -0gt 
tells us. The Lord called him to Hampstead, where, a° 
all human probabilities, ho has built up a great ohuroo; ^  
Lord's guiding baud nover failed when ho was “ vvoa 
and brought low by repeated attacks of influenza,” °^re8tl« 
for “ ten years it was a battle against ill-hoaltk and a lfi 
with the unscrupulous hostility of the Roman Churcb^^r 
even when he was broken down, and had to bo sent a ^jjis 
long weeks of idleness, tho Lord was good onough jjorto3 
work for him. A marvellous record I But doos Dr> ie$  
seriously think that ho has porformod auy superhun"1 o0t 
during his thirty years at Hampstead ? 
clergymon in tho
churches: will Dr. ______ _______ __ . p_
smiled on him aud frowned upon them ? Thoro gjoJ' 
thing very suspicious about tho reverend goutloman 
to say the least.

There »rfl
same district with much loss P*° l)»9

Horton inform us why the B .me'

returned from church on Sunday evening, and half 8
Amy Bradshaw, a professional nurso at Livorpoo', ¡¡oD1

'the vttlater was heard singing hymns in her bedroom, 9"
morning sho was found dead on tho hoarthrug '  1(j li9' 
throat horribly cut. Thero is no moral. Thoro L 
been a big ono if sho had boon to tho Aloxaudra

-----  . „rtyi»9.!
Tho Daily Neivs called tho ond of Swinburne s 

Man ” bombastic, and then gave its own reading 0 
which made it look silly.



April i s , 1909 THE FREETHINKER 249

Mr. Foote’s Engagements

Simd.ay< April 18, St. James’s Hall, Great Portland-street, W. ; 
at7.30, “  God and Humanity.”

April 25, St. James’s Hall, London. 
ay 2’ Liverpool ; 9, Aberdare.

To Correspondents.
J, J j- ^
lus P L0YD'S IiECTÜBE E ngagements.—April 25, Greenwich. 

Prev^E8Ii>I:l,T's H onorarium F und : Annual Subscriptions.—Prov- ™T s H onorarium F und : Ann 
F, gj°nsly acknowldeged, £169 9s. 6d. 
from man> £5 (this subscription was accidentally omitted 
Co-, APril 4 list) ; Capt. Hanks, 2s. Gd.
We hWn' A- E. Maddox. £1, acknowledged last week, should 
in tv,; 6en credited to Shilling Month, and is so acknowledged 

a Tthls week’s list.
1 ̂ °Pes the full 5,000 shillings will be subscribed by

T ^ end of April.”
ÎanagMlTH‘ Orders should be sent direct to the business 

I’oote°er’v,as 8tated every week in this column, not to Mr. 
postin’,. tvT° kas trouble of passing them over, or even 

N. PlN̂  “ em 011 to their proper destination.
T^-Pleased to hear that you and your husband read the 

U ■' with great interest.
Ê T subscribes as “ a trifle off a huge debt that I owe

Rrcff),,-;; "*■ ‘vaaeu to near tna 
Rose j, l̂ er wRh great interest

to yon aubscribes as “ a tuun uu » uu^o uouu .uu. ± uwe 
I derive f yonr colleagues for the intellectual enjoyment that 
Value s„„w n-,your aplendid paper and lectures.”  We specially 

X  p B8Aach ‘ nbutes from women.
A. g j, Thanks for ever-welcome batches of cuttings.

°f Chritii'10*' Unfortunately the further volumes of Crimes 
, resident,0”/ 1̂  llaTe ,not g°t printed yet. Since we became 
bad g0 littl v - 6 TJa,tional Secular Society, in 1890, we havo 
the losa , 6 tlme for literary work outside the Freethinker; and 
years later °*y,r °ld Iriend and «ub-editor, J. M. Wheeler, eight 
Poking hn. i“ rew a fresh burden of work upon our shoulders. 
Nearly to hT ’," '6 8e? U waB no wonder that we broke down, 
“°ok Work 6 deatb> in 1902. We should be able to do more 
e®able ns tr,n°W only t£le Freethinker paid well enough to 
®4itor like enflaSe an assistant in the editorial office. A sub- 
 ̂Thanks {or°ar *ost c°R®ague we are not likely to find again, 

tt' B. gTEp your compliments and good wishes.
1? last wIS 80N‘~There was no article from Mr. Foote’s pen 
taan Seven Si * reethinker, but he was responsible for more 

u 6aae he hao c , mns of small type, all the same. You see the 
S' v ! l  he”  be idles.

subscription'11̂  ** Were more adds to the moral value oi 

-  llCi»I'VORTITw6 a Perfect"ttV Have read your letter with interest. Yoi 
n 08 at Shorn nf8,ea £or wanderings. The “  Secular meeting 
h,Ver bad anv d y°u refer t0 bas closed, we believe. I 
2  a few vptoJ10nne0t‘'0n w*b tbe N. S. S. and was carried oi 
..deration „ „ j8,11? 'v£l° never got into touch with the nev . . * u,ncl their An^mNioo

5 note the promise. Thanks for “ best wishes.* 
-Have read your letter with interest. Yoi

°8m.
•Co:

anr) tv. ■-----  6 “ “ tuuuu m i u  KV1B
u ‘heir enterprise declined and expired witl

A Sfeat nLia'Cen fbe Freethinker for three years and “ de 
m “ *are__or , re and instruction from its pages.”
\ j^ A S >:tysuessw°rk-

^ali?8 r°'l in ^ ' "T̂ 2 re Power to your elbow—and may th 

bit (

ttoiu—1 roil in i» tI-----~ "  p u t  cvuuw— aiiu may u
ftiilr86̂ ' We où “  would please us to see both wish,
bit tuna're ”  fV;,v °hlu be glad, of course, if that “ Freethougl 
f0t tR '’ ahyhow C-°me a'on8- We would wake London up 
Point task. vr l£ be only came along before we get too o 
¡̂d«* view : an , *le there is greater satisfaction, from oi 

JoSg c'rcle of aup relyin8 upon the smaller contributions of
Point

bnuP^iON._w l
\ye n 13 'hipossihi6 know this is not a very prosperous tim< 

L, ji ,° te your nr 6- to wnit for ever ; funds are wanted now 
W  **»» (We t T 186 0f further donations.
Mî j ?een> by8 M r^x?’—®oe paragraph. Thanks. You wi 
Ate t aa8 been i » '  .°88'8 articles and our own paragraph!

toa°t̂ lahy for n'16 tIn £b0 Camberwell matter. The bigol 
ir ̂ uuld0” 011 generalf at Pro?ent' London is under the harro' 
"> W B°°h be in an<̂  looks as though the whole countr 

‘ 'aV' " nv, the 8ame Predicament.twe’ .^bo is sn, - -  —me preuicament. 
bolid,. ailm ents nt m*’  2a‘ ®d. towards Shilling Month, b<
M on? Tefik, I m u nce' “  Next week,”  he ■ »»  ”  h»i
■‘‘ber L Ciicumt 8pend tho monoy if 1 do’ J b i8 corrl 'l miS one9elf ! And not a bad exerc

C.
'‘bese ■ltUs corm. °neselt l And not a bad exerci 

Weg j îhodest 0ffo.-^0nden  ̂ wonders at our acknowledgii 
. 8Understend " f  • ' This policy involves work, but 

e und  ̂and d'sarms misrepresontaaion.Jeunes?1---We mi. / Q8tand disarms misrepres, 
be&r t^ethinkeroni003 t^at John Burns was still a pi

>• > . ! ^ * - 4  a  :  j s j s s L t t
preached

n •* I f  ; . hot, 4^; % j c a t »  llKO. l l  asiOn
Ghri8t.'mPos3ibl0 nie<? ,a Nonconformist church at 

an church h 1 he can believe what is prei1 eburch 

"A ”  chest 
~We

Cn.i,"801’__To V~*ate for this week ; perhaps next.
■uut.’ » We printed it some twenty yc 

1 te understand, and wish you bettor luck.

M r . W. H.—We dealt with H. Musgrave Eeade’s case four or five 
years ago, and don’t think it worth dealing with again. He is 
a nobody. Thanks for your efforts to promote our circulation.

A. Stringer.—Yes, you know what a brotherly thing religion is 
in Belfast.

C. B uchanan.—Glad this journal is so much to you. We know 
so many have little or nothing to give. That is one of the 
blackest curses of poverty. It is enough to madden a generous 
nature.

J. L . H ammond.—Thanks for warm good wishes.
F. Gambetta Alward.—Hope we have your first initial right. 

Delighted to hear from a son of our old friend G. L. Alward, 
and pleased to hear you “ never miss reading the Freethinker 
from cover to cover.”  For the rest, never fear. We were not 
born to “  throw up the sponge.” We shall have to be knocked 
out. And we fancy only Death will do that.

N. K icbardson hopes all Freethinkers will respond to our present 
appeal.

J oseth B ates,—Sorry to hear that the bigots at Kirton resorted 
to disgusting violence, but glad to hear that the Boston 
“ saints ” who went over with you managed to protect you 
from personal assault. We cannot say more, as it is Tuesday 
morning, which is always late for reports, and especially so 
this week.

T he Secular Society, L imited, office is at 2 Newcastle-street, 
Farringdon-street, E.C.

T he N ational S ecular S ociety’ s office is at 2 Newcastle-street, 
Farringdon-street, E.C.

L etters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed 
to 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street,E.C.

L ecture N otices must reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon- 
street, E.C., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be 
inserted.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Manager of the 
Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C., 
and not to the Editor.

P ersons rem itting for literature by  stamps are specially requested 
to send halfpenny stamps.

T he Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing 
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:—One year, 
10s. 6d.; half year, 5s. 3d. ; three months, 2s. 8d.

S cale of A dvertisements : Thirty words, Is. 6d. j every suc­
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch, 
Is. 6d.; half column, £1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special 
terms for repetitions.

Sugar Plums.

Easter Sunday is about the worst Sunday in the year for 
audiences, especially in London, from which there is such an 
exodus of holiday-makers if the weather is at all favorable 
—and this time it was divinely favorable. Nevertheless 
there was a capital audience at St. James’s Hall on Sunday 
evening, when Mr. Foote delivered the second of his special 
course of Freethought lectures there on the subject of “ If 
Christ be not Risen.” Mr. John T. Lloyd took the chair, 
and introduced the lecturer with a finely-worded eulogy. 
Mr. Foote's discourse was followed with close attention and 
warmly applauded, particularly the peroration, in which 
Jesus Christ and Giordano Bruno were contrasted. Ques­
tions and discussion were waived for onco, tho audience 
having cheerfully acceded to Mr. Foote's request that 
ho might be allowed to return to his home that night, 
instead of being hung up in London, so that he might do 
justice to tho article he wanted to write on the death of 
Swinburne. There will bo ample opportunity for questions 
and discussions after the third and fourth lectures of this 
course. The half-hour’s piano music before the lecture will 
also be continued.

This evening’s (April 18) lecture at St. James’s Hall will 
bo on “ God and Humanity.” London “ saints ”  should do 
their utmost to bring their less hetorodox friends and ac­
quaintances to this lecture. Should it prove to be necessary, 
Mr. Footo will have something to say about what, as we are 
writing, is only a proposal, but may take actual shape; 
namely, tho burial of Swinburne’s dead body in Westminster 
Abbey. In any case, Mr. Foote will read a largo part of 
Swinburne’s magnificent Atheistic poem, “ Tho Hymn of 
Man.” ____

A slight chango will bo made in tho arrangements at St. 
James’s Hall. Tho free seats will bo at the back of tho 
body of tho hall, under tho balcony. Tho balcony itself 
will bo kept for paying seatholdors, as many prefer to go up 
thero rather than sit bohiud on the ground floor.
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The National Secular Society’s Annual Conference is 
always held on Whit-Sunday. The place of meeting this 
year is Liverpool. We hope the Scotch friends will make 
an effort to be present on this occasion. Liverpool is easy 
of access from the South of Scotland, as it is from the North 
of England and the Midlands. We hope Branches of the 
N. S. S. are making arrangements to be represented at the 
Conference. Notices of motion for the Conference Agenda 
must be sent in to the general secretary—Miss E. M. Vance, 
2 Newcastle-street, London, E.C.—by May 8 at the latest. 
The financial year closes on April 30—absolutely.

The Tivoli Theatre has been engaged for the evening 
public meeting in connection with the N.S.S. Conference. 
The Tivoli is centrally situated, in Lime-street, and well 
appointed. There appears to have been obstacles in the 
way of obtaining Picton Hall, and it is just as well to let 
the public authorities see that there are other halls in the 
City. ____

The Liverpool Branch has arranged to have its annual 
dinner on Saturday evening, May 1. Mr. Foote, who is 
lecturing at Liverpool the next day, has promised to travel 
down earlier than usual and attend the dinner as a guest. 
Tickets for this function are obtainable of the Branch 
secretary, Mr. Chas. Daw, 57 Sunbury-road, Anfield, Liver­
pool, or at Alexandra Hall after any lecture.

As we are going to press we learn that this function is to 
take the form of a complimentary dinner by the Liverpool 
Branch to the President of the N.S.S. All local Free­
thinkers who desire union and harmony, love the old flag, 
and wish to support Mr. Foote in his efforts, are earnestly 
invited to attend. The dinner will take place at the Bee 
Hotel, St. John’s-lane, at 6 p.m. The tickets are 2s. 3d. 
each. There will be music as well as speeches after the 
dinner.

Mr. Foote’s lectures at Liverpool on May 2 will be 
delivered in the Alexandra Hall, Islington-square. It is not 
so large as the halls he has been lecturing in lately, but 
there are special reasons for his going there this time. For 
one thing, he wants to address the local Freethinkers in a 
paternal way about some matters. There will be no charge 
for admission at the doors, but tickets, price Is. and 6d., will 
be sold beforehand, and all who wish to secure a seat should 
take the trouble to do so in good time. Tickets can be 
purchased at the Alexandra Hall at Sunday meetings, or of 
the Branch secretary, Mr. C. Daw, 57 Gunbury-road, An­
field. ____

The Wood Green Branch had a successful “ social ” on 
Good Friday. Sixty sat down to tea. The brisk demand 
for tho Freethinker continues.

The Searchlight (Waco, Texas) reproduces from our 
columns Mr. J. T. Lloyd’s recent articlo on “ Tho Moral 
Sense.” ____

Mr. C. W. Hole, in his presidential address at tho annual 
conference of tho National Union of Toachers, declared that 
Secular Education was tho only solution. “ Ho had been 
driven to the conclusion,” ho said, “  that in this solution lies 
the largest measure of practical justice and equity that 
could be meted out to contending claims.” This declaration 
aroused some marks of dissent, but more cheers.

Shilling Month.

Figures after tho names of subscribers indicate the number of 
shillings they send. No number means one shilling.

THIRD LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS.
Dane Hill Atheists, 5 ; Robert Avis, 10 ; Roger Rushworth, 
2 ; W. McLaren ; Sidnoy Clowes, 2 ; W. J. Parnall, 5 ; T. W., 
5; Joseph Bryce, 2 ; J. Lucus, 3; S. Copland, 2 ; A. Beale ; 
J. Clayton, 2£ ; N. V., 2 ; II. Tucker, 5 ; Mr. and Mrs. 
Finney, 2 ; W. Challis ; J. Pruott, 2 ; Rose Bonnott ; D. 
Wright, 2J; P. M. W., 5; J. Jonos, 2$ ; A. Stringer, 2 ; C. 
Buchanan, 3 ; W. R. Dayton, 2 ; Jas. Railtou, 2 ; Nowrick 
Richardson, 5 ; F. Gambetta Alward, 20 ; J. L. Hammond, 
2J ; J. L., 20; G. G. Athalyo ; A. E. Maddox, 20; W. E. 
Hopper, 5 ; Elizabeth Lechmere, 2 ; R. D. Williams ; A. 
Cayford ; Manx, 2 ; Geo. Dixon, 5 ; R. Stevenson, 2 ;

Socialism and the Churches.

list

to

The question raised in the Freethinker’s “ Aĉ  
Drops,” March 28, the relation of Christianity ^  
the Churches to the Labor and Socialist movem0°J| 
is one that will have to be openly discussed. Pevh&f 
the Freethinker can do good service in this matt® 
just now; the feeling against speaking out is strops 
in most Socialist circles, and Freethinkers in 
movement are in danger of being silenced by t“ 
more aggressive Christians.

Those who, like myself, are inside the Social 
party, who write and lecture for Socialism, and 
loyal working members of some Socialist ori 
tion, see plainly that the Churches are trying 
capture the Socialists. Christian-Socialist groÛ  
are being started inside every Church: the Char 
of England, the Wesleyans, Presbyterians, R001̂  
Catholics, and other religious bodies have so 
groups at work, not only in their own Churches, 0 
also among the Socialists. s

In our own Socialist press a handful of par6°j 
get more attention paid to them than hundreds a 
thousands of hard-working propagandists who n 
nothing to preach but Socialism. The Labor 
is great on parsons. The Clarion seems to be ' -c 
ening in its attack on Christianity as an ecoOO 
evil and a moral barrier. Even the New AF e, 
been captured by tho Church Socialist R0̂ ^  
Justice alone refuses to be flattered by the So010  ̂
clergymen of all denominations, and when the . 
R. J. Campbell some months ago made the impnâ g 
assertion that Atheists had no right to be m j 
Socialist ranks, and gave out tho challeng0 
either the Christians would drive the Atheist® ^ 
side or the Christians would leave the ranks, 
alone answered him as he deserved to be anstf of 
(I may say here that I have never been a mem0 
the S.D.P.) .fat

In the actual work of the local branches o d 
Socialist parties this Christian influence is be00̂  
too much for the Freethinkers to bear much 
Members of tho party who happen to belong 
some Church and are local preachers, perhap^y 
allowed to talk by the hour nothing but tb0 fa 
with a little tinge of Socialism, and we p°°r .â dl0 
Freethinkers have to listen to the childish t'v 
about Socialism being only early Christian1 ^^t 
Christianity only Socialism, and so forth ; an fat 
borne it for years in a spirit of fair play,

ioK.1 an

hope that all would come right in the en^ a0tii)i3
tfimade in publio m0'

asked to o<>< 
reta*1̂

direct attacks on Atheism 
by some preacher or parson 
Socialism have not provoked us to open rgf 
even though we knew by experience th a tif j.#  
should incidentally refer to Atheism, to in0er® (¡# 
Atheists present in the audience, as Christ01 ¡̂ s, 
at full length of religion to interest the 00 ^0ft' 
we should soon be told wo were wreoking  ̂ yell0<f,' 
ment, and perhaps be formally censured ^  
members at tho next Branch meeting. We Dc0nr̂ ' 
we can deal with the evils of capitalism, 01 ary 1 
but if a Freothinkor should think it n000 
complete his argument by showing that th0 
is almost as great an oconomio burden °P . tfi 
nation as capitalism is, there would be a s 5 r 0<  
if we tried to show that the teachings 0 e\¿6 
have done and still do more than anyth10” , ^  
keep tho suffering poor contented with 0 0ritic’ ¡s 
able fate, wo should raise a hurricane 01 
In this way both Socialists and their °f ,0
------- ------ ------ of tho leading social fact01
world’s history and in contemporary eooi0ty^0y 
they consider tho slow progress mad0 fje® v 
puzzled. “  Why don’t tho people rise and ^  fa\ 
they exclaim. But wo must not toll th0lD  ̂
the deadweight is the Church, with its J 
ences, moral, oconomio, sooial, politic11 ■ ¡0ti . 
Blatchford’s independence allows him to, i 0rS^ 
that the Church blocks tho road, but fev?° 
as things are.
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Now the question I wish to ask again, and have 
ever got an answer to, is : Why will not the parsons 
n.. their followers help Socialism as men, not as 
ehgionists ? Wo want their help, but why profes- 
OQalise i t ; why preach and rant as if they were in 
Pulpit, and sicken one-half of their audience ? 
ove all, why do R. J. Campbell (who will probably 
]ect to seeing his name without the “ Reverend” ) 

ud scores of others everlastingly tilt at the Atheists, 
° 8’ an  ̂c^aNenge us to become Christians or

I will now go a step further and warn my Socialist 
n/ nra ês that the Churches are not helping in the 
pr v®rnent for nothing. When recently the English 
and r 6̂r*ana *u con£0rence decided to start a Church 
not ^â or Apartment, they stated publicly they did 
ben ^ eaa help either labor or capital, but only to 
me f themselves as a Churoh and save working 

Q; °u Church. That wa3 plain, honest, under- 
hav a°£e ’ we imagine the other Churches
Cl 6 a° Private ends in view ?—just as when a 
■Ran̂ f s£iar*'8 a debating society, or football club, 
Chu vf^y keep their young members in the 
P0rr?h> and not out of love for football or debate. 
den la^ ance’ the Church Socialist League ; oan it 
order + a  ̂ ^ attempts to Socialise the Church in 

to Christianise the Socialists? 
hea„ y’ lndeed, form all these Christian Socialist 
Wan̂ Uo3’ puicms, Societies ? If their members really 
ism n °Clali8Ia> aQd Socialism only, why split Social- 
join tv! more sects than it has already—why not 
°r ll 6 ~kj.PtJ the S. D. P., the Clarion Fellowship, 
liberal Society ? Why not Christianise
accord-8 an<̂  Conservatives, who would then be, 
is ^ e  argument, Socialists, if ChristianityPolicv a/ S“  “* ^here must be a 6olid reason for this 
tbs soni f 6 8P*it. tor this extreme anxiety to save 
i°0nd i workingman just when ho has at last 
^Pitnlfern  ̂ 8ttlvation of his class from

®°cietiŴ en We b*ave allowed these Leagues, Unions, 
the »  as Christians, as Churches, to help us win 
^yaient 9 ° £ ®.oc‘ahsm, will they not demand heavy 
Rition ;n f, they not claim the reward of recog- 

Hot a Racialist State, having helped to found 
be ostahr u''zens> hut as Churchmen, and expeot to 
êtrate A, aa ^he Socialist Church, and thus per- 

*Q(lee<3 ll6 °^d economio burden in a new form ?
and fv ’ they are already formulating tho domand 
rival 086 outside tho Churches can see signs that a 
o f f 7 ia beginning among these denominational 
i i / ^ t s  for Socialist influence which may develop 
as t w  8ame sort of bickering and fierce antagonism 
in vk • now being shown by the soots of Christianity 
edun L1.1 druggies for the mastery of the children sRation.
atafA011̂  has been said for thiB once, 
clUŝ 0nt of a serious problem, to suggesu imw cuu- 
on iv ? : bbat all Socialist parties should accept help 
ChnJA°m mon and women as comrades, not as 
a Snn-e,- or Church groups. If the parson is truly 
standElaUst bo will take off his uniform when he 
And n ?n tho platform, metaphorically at' '

other conclusion: that h reot in g 
b °  ruust stand on their dignity and retuse 

^  .,BP°ben to as if they were naughty children, 
and f i ey.had not as much right to their opmions- 
tian» k air them, if it comes to that—as the j iris 
callv f ave to theirs. Wo should be justified, logio- 

N ̂  |°ing further, in saying that as wo do no 
GhNstiLb0aiali8t platform to preach Atheism the 
^  WipJ1 A 8baH not use it to preaoh religion. hen 
tbinkin„ ■ conduct of referring casually to my Free- 
, tanch mJan °P0n-air meeting was debated at my 
£utl>ro trAi er a resolution of censure, I  offered in 
t^rado aeeP from such references if my Christian 
Vanity B»^Quld undertake novor to refer to Chris 
]dll thl i My critics collapsed. Roason obvious ! So 
iotth t>,iarg0r attack collapso if v o  determinedly sot 
^  the gl08s unfairness of tho way Mr. Campbell 
abtni8ai r08t take such * «■■A«"*“ " '’ t>' 0,r
^ S t o a u r  ranks.Bgea

a mean advantage of their 
- -««UA.C3. It is a violent abuso of tho 

0 membership and comradeship in this

great movement when these men, who, if they were 
Socialists first and last, would preach nothing but 
Socialism, use our platform for their pulpit. If they 
invited us to their pulpits, and we attacked the 
Christianity of their congregation, what a row there 
would b e ! And if this Christianising of Socialism 
drives the Freethinkers to defend themselves, or 
even to preach Atheism, as the Christians preach 
their religion, out of season, and if bitter internal 
strife is the result, whose will be the fault ?

The Freethinker is not a political organ, still less is 
it Socialist; but probably both Conservative and 
Liberal and all other Freethinkers will agree that 
the subject dealt with in this article is of consider­
able importance even to them, and that it is not 
likely to be discussed fairly in any other paper. In 
any case, the Freethinker has the right, in the interests 
of Freethought and fairplay, to bring this burning 
question to the attention of the Socialist parties of 
Great Britain. ------  Julian gT> 0hey>

[Certainly this is a subject for ventilation in the Freethinker; 
indeed, it has often been referred to in our columns. Our 
editorial policy is neither Socialist nor Anti-Socialist; it is purely 
Freethought from first to last. Whatever the social system of 
the future is going to be, we want its members to be Freethinkers; 
otherwise all the old evils will reappear in fresh forms ; and, 
besides, a society of weak and oredulous fools is hardly worth 
tho pains of conserving.—Editor.]

Free Thoughts.

By L emuel K. Washburn.
I presume I am somewhat irreverent, as some Christians 
have intimated, but irreverence, in my opinion, is higher 
than reverence. I have no respect for the slavery of wor­
ship, and a free man is better than a slave to God. It has 
long been a question in my mind whether there is anything 
in the universe to be reverenced, and a man who can look 
his own soul in the face and not blush has no reason to crawl 
and cringe before the name of God.

I am still living and I cannot tell whether I want to live 
again until I get through with this life. Certainly I cannot 
live two lives in two places at the same time, and the more 
I think of some other life the more I must rob this one of 
what belongs to it. The doctor helped me into this life, so 
I have been told, but I do not see what the priest has to do 
about helping me into another. We are all in the hands of 
Nature and we cannot get out of them, if we try to do so.

When a man talks about his “ heavenly father ” he is 
talking rot; just plain, unadulterated rot, and nothing else. 
Man has no hoavenly father. He is lucky to have an earthly 
one. It is generally tho case that, when a man has no 
earthly father, ho talks about a heavenly one. This kind of 
thing ought to stop. The world has been humbugged by it 
too long. What there is in heaven, we honostly admit that 
we do not know, and, if everyone else would do the same, 
a great doal of deception and disappointment might be 
avoided.

No one gets a Bible in a prize package. A cake of pop 
corn appeals more to the average intellect.

Tho present revival in Boston is the most desperato appeal 
for souls ever made in this vicinity. There is no interest in 
Christianity, in God or Christ or the Bible, and this fact 
emphasises tho present movement to “ win souls to God.” 
But they don’t win worth a cent. Not one man of brains 
lias been converted.

The passengers on board tho ill-fated Republic need not 
praise God for their safety, but Marconi. It was the wire- 
loss telegraph, and not Providence, that brought aid to the 
mon and women on that sinking steamship. It is a most 
solemn fact, that overyone would havo perished had not tho 
call for holp beon hurled through the air by the marvellous 
invention of Marconi. Honor to whom honor is duo, the 
pulpit to the contrary notwithstanding.

There is not soap and water enough in some religions.
A religion has about as much to do with a man’s life as a 

weather-vane has with the weather.
Was God looking aftor sparrows when the Florida rammed 

tho Republic ?
If God would save human life here wo might beliovo that 

ho would savo human souls hereafter.
Good sonso is proferablo to good language.
Better that the hands know something useful than that 

tho head bo filled with what is useless. To know how to 
grow good fruit and good vegetables and to make good food, 
is hotter than to know all tho Latin and Greek taught in all 
tho colloges of tho land.
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A school will do more good to mankind than a church, and 
a theatre is better for men and women than a cathedral.

Nothing would give this world a greater shock than the 
truth.

If Jesus should come to earth he would not shake hands 
with his followers; rather would he seek out the Marys and 
the fishermen and those who do not put on the airs of 
righteousness. The new breed of Pharisees differs but little 
from the old, whether they are Jews or Christians. Any 
man can pick out a hypocrite. A denominational label covers 
a lot of impostors.

You can get more satisfaction out of health than out of 
sickness, more enjoyment out of morality than out of reli­
gion, and more instruction out of man than out of God.

God has never opened his mouth.
When it is said that God said so, it was somebody else.
Where have the fairies gone ? Where are the angels ? 

Where are the gods that onoe visited the earth ? Gone, 
with the fools who believed in them.

Unitarianism is pre-digested Christianity.
What is the difference between Christian virtues and 

human virtues ? We frankly admit that we do not know. 
Is there any honesty besides honesty ? Is there any love 
besides love ? Is there any charity besides charity ? Is 
there any better goodness than goodness ? Is it not time to 
take the Christian labels from human behavior and let every 
real good, kind, genuine act stand upon its own bottom ?

The simple life is too simple for most people to day. The 
world has outgrown the Quaker habit and the Quaker regime. 
One cannot always live in drab. That life is too fast in 
many instances does not prove that amusements are value­
less or that the theatre is the direct road to hell. What is 
wanted more than a simple life for men and women is a 
happy life, on lines broad enough for enjoyment and high 
enough to enable one to see the foolishness below and the 
satisfaction above.

W7e are not criticising God, or what he does. We are 
criticising the lies told about God.

The man who no longer believes in hell can no longer 
honestly believe in a Savior, as there is nothing to be saved 
from.

A revival of Christianity shows that this religion is pretty 
near dead.

In Cleveland, Ohio, several thousand young people are 
trying to live and do “  as Jesus would have done.” We do 
not see how these persons can take Jesus as a model, except­
ing as a worker of miracles, as a preacher, and as a tramp. 
He had no home, carried on no business, worked at no trade, 
practiced no profession. We most sincerely hope that the 
young men and women of Cleveland will treat their mothers 
better than Jesus did his. No one knows what Jesus would 
have done had he lived in this age, but millions are doing 
better than he did in his own time.

Independence is the highest intellectual condition of man. 
It is the supreme aim of human endeavor. A person depen­
dent upon another is his slave. When Jesus said “  Follow 
me,” he struck a deadly blow at manhood. When he pro­
claimed himself the leader of men, he denied to others the 
right of independence, and by doing this made himself the 
enemy of the noblest humanity. His leadership has cursed 
mankind and armed his followers with a weapon with 
which to persecute those who could not honestly call him 
“ Master.”— Truthseeker (New York).

An Old Bit of Common Sense.

[The following article is taken from the London Magazine 
of November, 1827—a periodical which was contributed to 
by Hazlitt, Lamb, and other choice spirits. The article 
itself seems to have been written by some disciple of 
Bentham. It is remarkablo for its common sense at such a 
pcricd, and is still a long way ahead of the solemn jargon of 
lawyers aud judges to-day ; witness the speeches of counsel 
for the prosecution and of Mr. Justice l ’hillimoro in the late 
Boulter case. We have pleasure in reproducing this wiso 
and witty piece of writing. It should be mentioned that the 
Mr. Taylor referred to was Itobert Taylor, the “ Devil’s 
Chaplain,” who had just been found guilty of “ blasphomy,” 
for which he suffered a year’s imprisonment in Oakham 
Gaol.]

THE LAW OF BLASPHEMY.
T h e  Law of Blasphemy sorely perplexes the lawyers. They 
would fain ground on it some show of reason, but the 
difficulties baffle their ingenuity, and they are compelled to 
content themselves with offoring strings of words and 
phrases signifying nothing. In old songs, a tol-lol-de-rol-lol 
is introduced to eke out the measure; in the Law of 
Blasphemy the i-amo object is accomplished by tho 
words “ for Christianity is part and parcel of tho law 
of tho land.” Tol-lol-de-rol-lol would answer all tho 
purposes of senso as well as “ for Christianity is part

to

and parcel of the law of the land ” ; but in the court of 
justice sitting before our lord .the king at Westminster. 
“ for Christianity is part and parcel of the law of the land, 
sounds better, inasmuch as it is more decitful than tol-lol 
de-rol-lol. By the force of the for, it sounds like a reason, 
which tol-lol-de-rol-lol does not. Nevertheless, we could 
wish that judges would cease instancing as an argument for 
interfering with opinions on religious matters the too often 
quoted “ for Christianity is a part and parcel, etc.,” and sin? 
tol-lol-de-rol-lol instead, because, as it would as infallibly 
command a verdict, it would more strikingly exemplify t'10 
power of the law which is, thank God, superior to reason. 
We are men of that turn that we are ready to believe any­
thing that any person of authority or a very big wig t®**® 
us; and if we were informed that Christianity was Par" 
and parcel of an old woman's frowzy flannel petticoat, "’e 
would not presume to doubt i t ; but having acceded to thn 
truth of the fact, we must yet ask what connection there 
between it and the desired consequence. If Christianity o0 
part and parcel of the law of the land, does that justify t®0 
prosecution of A or B for disbelieving it ? or further, 
state the extreme case, for attempting to bring it into con­
tempt ? Men in the houses of parliament, and many *®®re 
out of the houses of parliament, are very properly, worth*1!' 
and indefatigably employed in bringing the law of the laC 
into contempt, and that without incurring any risk of Pr0j 
secution. The averment, therefore, that Christianity is Pat 
and parcel of the law of the land, will not warrant i**®0 
ference with religious opinions. In charging the jury on • 
trial of Mr. Taylor for blasphemy, Lord Tenterden sung 
old song, with such little verbal variations as were necessa J 
to disguise the vulgar baldness of the tune :— ^

“  He [Lord Tenterden] should not be acting according  ̂
the duty he owed his conscience, or the duty required by 1 
office which he then held, if he did not tell them that ^ 
Christian religion (he spoke not then of any of the l110 
sects into which opinions had divided it) but the Cl>ris 
religion in its substance was a part of the law of the 
at perfectly inviolable in that substance, and as fully en"cjVil 
to protection in every manner and degree, as our 
constitution itself.”  .

One kind of galimathias is a good as another, bet  ̂
us say that “ The Christian religion in its substance * j

........’-i'1" ,n typart of the sirloin of beef, as perfectly inviolable *** 
substance, and as fully entitled to protection in ' .
manner and degree as our plum-pudding itself-” Nonsc 
if the Christian religion wero in its substanco a part o ,j3 
sirloin of beef, a sirloin of beef is not inviolable **j 
substance ; and so the proposition comes to nothing, f  g( 
aud if the Christian religion bo part and parcel of the Ja .y 
the land, the law of the land is not inviolablo ia ¡¡,g 
substance. Its substance and form are, under the h‘e* ^  
of heaven, undergoing change in every session of Paid*0, ^  
Tho Christian religion is neither a part nor parcel o  ̂
thing in the world, it is no more a part or parcel of tn° .8 
of the land that it is a part or parcel of Lord Tenter 
wig ; it is simply and solely a belief in tho truth. If ^  9ll 
great evil to shake men's belief in the truth ; but 1 
things except religion we have such reliance on *beitr >  
of truth, that we think it unnecessary to dofond * 
pain and penalties. ¿jjjt

Suppose a genius should arise among us, aud discovo 0( 
our astronomy was all wrong, and endeavor by the *° 
argument and ridicule to prove the error of reliance cu 
observations, and the whole system which guides our , jo
over the seas. It would be dreadful wore he to succe®'u»,vi-dashing our sextants from our hands, in shaking 0°r ¿¡¡i 
gators’ confidence in tho nautical almanack, aud t® but 
them to despise tho sun, tho moon, and all tho ^ ^ ¡ ¡ 0$ 
yet we question whether the world would sco the 0 O\)jp 
of prosecuting this man for propagating his opinio**®' .roiJ' 
the reception of them would be attended with such d*®  ̂’’ °J 
practical consequences. Astronomy is “ part and Pa ( yc* 
navigation; but in protecting navigation wo have*1® ¡̂ i11
thought it necessary to make a disbelief in the Ni. .. ... -— impti8L.e
System, a misdemeanor punishable with fino and 
ment. Had astronomy its prieBts, and wore | jl0(fO'Y 
established, and improvement in it prohibited, s00*1 o0ld_  ̂
would surely bo tho case, “ and crops of infidel® 
provoked to doubt that tho stars do move.” Iu jjtio*1.̂  
how many absurd boliefs aro propagated, to tho P®r

................... ■ ■- 3 t0 l ti>0!

\0»'

numberless bodies ; and would it bo proposed
fn n n ifn l XT oIn fiirlinofinna f  a** rm /lnn im w in /« tft H Lit»fanciful valetudinarians for endeavoring to ®] 
neighbors’ faith in Maton, Warren, and l’aris < I» ]o

le^Vthings, spiritual or temporal, sacred or profane, uj
TIa#i n/\n i K a T» % J1 n n i .* a v\ a C » .. ■ ~~Reason the vindication of its own wrongs ; 
maintenance of her own causo.luiui/euuucu ui uer own causo. , i/,r,

In his charge to the jury, in tho case of Mr. T°y ^ ?!
-  - - a sl*a 110Tenterden was obviously much porplexod for a re8®r to 

argument for his law, and ho was compelled i0  fog 
mystifications and definitions absolutely an?,°̂ vory 1 e 
nothing. Thus, for examplo, ho declared that ‘ ® j, c* 
in this country had a right of private judgment I

to;
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object; and however injurious those opinions might prove, 
"¡her to himself or to others, so long as he continued to 
eeP those opinions to himself, the laws of the country 
°uid take no cognisance of his offence.”  What a brilliant 
scovery is this ! So long as a man keeps his opinions to 

Ion 6 be cann°t ho punished. Wonderful I because so 
t» g as he keeps them to himself they are undiscovered. 

ere his lordship touches upon a difficulty. When do a 
an. 3 opinions begin to bo punishable ? They are not 

Punishable when confined to his own breast, as they 
ok' ‘ ben. unknown ; and they are punishable when pro- 

in a public place. Graduating the scale from 
ct; n.0Wn to declared, where do opinions begin to be 
are ^  a man avows opinions to his wife,
ate tl  ̂ Pun*8hable? If he avows them to his family, 
able ? y Pnnishable?—to his servants, are they punish- 
Sp , avowed to his friends, are they punishable ?—
¡p en in a tavern, are they punishable ?—in a theatro ? — 
extr C0aPe ’̂ We know they are punishable. We have the 
°6Qt • asceri;ained. In his breast his opinions are inno- 
ihat 'tuec!arod in a public room, criminal. It is desirable 

. intermediate stages of innocence and criminality 
Sb°u'd bo distinctly fixed.

Booth’s Emigration Scheme.

[From the Official Report of the Ninth Annual Conference 
the Parliamentary Labor Party, 1909.J

JIa-W . R. T rotter (Canadian Trades and Labor Congress) 
Bt?ld ‘ bat he was glad to have the opportunity for the second 
‘ 'me of appearing before that great assembly and tendon 
the fraternal greetings of the Trades and Labor Congress of 
?anada- He was at the same time very sorry indeed that 
‘bat body should have found it necessary to send bim bac 
agai* on the same mission as last year. His name had 

been associated with the question of emigration to 
, anada, but he wished to assure the delegates that emigr 
1.°“  Was not the only question that was harassing the minds 

« t iZ«ns and working people of that great Domin on. 
Port which had been issued by himself, as the 

®Ptesentative, to the Convention which was held in Halifax, 
C?Va scotia, last September, had been circulated. at the 

crence to avoid taking up any time from the p a • 
ariJ  bad had present last year in Halifax for their r c 
¡P? comrade Mr. Keir Hardio. They were very proud 
tbp -6<ii to bave visits of that nature, becauso they increased 
Mr *tnrternational bond and drew us closely together. Since 
Un iIaTtd'e’8 visit there had, in Nova Scotia at least, sprung 
aL i Labor Party with four Branches. Thoy hoped for 
Wisi .‘core, but there was a big territory to cover. o 
W lO  to draw their attention again to one particular society 
tnattr. 'Wtas operating at this side of the Atlantic in 10 
Btat! ?£ emigration—the Salvation Army. In spite of the 
The,, affairs in Canada, those people were again 
for 7qbad ‘asued within the last seven days their program 
Wav t ’ and if anybody was to oiler prizes for the es 
the W Prevaricate without lying that program would obtain 

‘  pnze. Every piece of literature issuod froin that 
Catr) ®Knt o£ the Salvation Army crucified afresh t le 
ThLv V;e5 ,o£ Nazareth and placed Ananias on a pedestal 
Whic. , d bad to suffer from tho operations of that society, 

‘ “ a'ltold all kinds of stories about colonising in those
> k P̂ I t w a s  *thiK
?b,

a,bet mas WaS s‘mply, however, sending into another labor 
ay mu8(. scs working-class people, who wore told that 
CtR, an  ̂ accoPt the very first work which was offered 

pbere wa» £rom ‘ bat to anything else thoy might get. 
?aific. j unemployed problem from the Atlantic to tho 

w > d w t o „ l City of Vancouver there wore 5,500 unem- 
T^6 a‘  a lo7s I0011, In Winnipeg tho charitablo societies 
j  b °  Salvation a W t o  c°mbat tho ovils of unemployment, 
v, cheap ^rmy had become the Procuratour-Genoral 

Would i?r Î°r international capital. TT“ 1,Ann'1 in« 
Wh^Vonditiop“ ablo..to combat this great ovi

Ho hoped his
t6 —.«us in *i i. ---------o------evil and establish

0100 to iiVo ‘  great Dominion as would enable
great

w ... _  .minior. — 
as thoy ought to be ablo to live.

to ^orldV^jr1̂ 111'“  ̂grows from day to day in tho „ 
fcat ^  lie io wbo seeks reason grows smaller from dc 
ia 0 cf comn]„.°r?Ver Rowing smaller, until he reaches tl 

aCcn ty> them bnmility. When ho has roachod cornplo 
^Plish._j-.*® nothing in tho world that ho could

fct
hi

fV )N  can a ----------------
a count1011 .,do f°r a peoplo ? 

etat0dC n  “ tr y , , do. w ith ou t a ch

18 nothing in -Lao-Tse.
' r^liC0

Look
at * ---------- - “  chn rch ?■•M, M, Mangatarian.

at Spai 
Look

Christian Comfort.

T here was comfort for the Christian in the days of long 
ago,

When “ believing ” was a virtue, and one never craved to 
“ know

There was heaven for the holy (those who thought the same 
as you),

Heaven, with its glittering pageants, lots to see and naught 
to do ;

Jewelled seats, reserved and numbered, where the Lord’s 
elect would sit

Watching wicked unbelievers slowly frizzle in the pit.
O the meek and lowly Christian, with self-satisfaction 

crammed,
Praised the Lord that he was ransomed, though the bulk—of 

course—were damned !

There was comfort for the Christian in reflecting day by 
day

That each dastard deed committed would be surely washed 
away.

He might cheat and lie and plunder, ruin innocents galore,
But by “  looking unto Jesus ”  all his sins would be no more.
Why be honest, why be moral, if thereby he suffered loss ?
Dying faith gave endless glory to the thief upon the cross ;
So would he claim absolution when his time on earth was 

brief,
And “ depart to be with Jesus ”—like the late-lamented 

thief.

At that feast of solid comfort, once the Christian’s daily
fare,

Naught but crumbs may now be gathered—30on the table 
will be bare.

Heaven fades and Hades passes, “ simple faith ” is nothing 
worth,

Goodly deeds alone are valued, deeds which shed their light 
on earth.

“ Holy ” books no longer bend us to the thoughts of days of 
o ld ;

Life, not death, demands attention, here shall dawn the Age 
of Gold.

O ’tis good to see the Christian, struggling gamely, but in
vain,

To extract some old-time 
that remain 1

“ comfort ” from the fragments
J ohn Y oung.

A Quaint Little Habit.

T here ’s a habit that Christians detest with intensity— 
A habit quits small, yet of such vast immensity 
That it causes all sorts of wonderful things,
Groat revolutions and downfall of kings.
It causes new cycles of thought to revolve ;
The problems of life it may finally solve.
Gods great and mighty with ease it destroys, 
Exchanging dark fears for pure human joys.
It has quite destroyed heaven and saints divine—well, 
What of that, as it quenches the dread fires of hell ? 
Immortality, too, it has recognised never,
But its own immortality goes on for ever.
It establishes kindness and peace with dextority, 
Binding the earth with the truest prosperity.
It establishes virtue, while evil it kills,
And helps to abolish all humankind’s ills.
Cruel plagues and fevors, and each fell disease,
It has grappled and conquored with wonderful ease.
It makes the mind tranquil, thoughts happy and bright; 
All true men indulge in it with joy and delight.
In each home it makes sweet and honorable lives, 
Happy fathers and children, and lovable wives.
Nations may rise, ay 1 and nations may fall,
But this little habit survives through them all.
It ronows tho old world with the glories of youth,
This strange littlo habit of telling the truth !

H enry Stuart.

Tho legally expressed will of the people is tho only right­
ful sovereign. This sovereignty, however, does not embrace 
tho realm of thought or opinion. In that world, each human 
being is a sovereign—throned and crowned. One is a 
majority. Tho good citizens of that realm givo to others all 
rights that they claim for themselves, and those who appeal 
to forco aro tho only traitors.—Ingersoll.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, etc.

Notioes ol Lsoturea, oto., must reach ns by first post on Tuesday 
and be marked “  Lecture Notioe,” if not sent on postoard.

LONDON.
St. J ames's H all (Great Portland-street, W .). 7.30, G. W. 

Foote, “ God and Humanity.”
W est H am B ranch N . S. S. (Forest Gate Public (Lower) Hall, 

Woodgrange-road) : 7.30, E. C. Saphin, “  Proofs that Christianity 
is Sun-Worship.”  Selections by the Band.

K ingston-on-T hames H umanitarian S ociety (Fife Hall, Fife- 
road) : 7.30, F. A. Davies, •* What is Atheism?”

COUNTRY.
G lasgow Secular Society (Hall, 110 Brun3wick-street) : 12 

noon and 6.30, H. P. Ward, Lectures.
L iverpool B ranch N. S. S. (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square) : 

7, Councillor James Sexton, “  Woe to the Bloody City.”
M anchester B ranch N. S. S. (Secular Hall, Rusholme-road, 

All Saints): 6.30, Mrs. F. M. Eddie, “ Familiar Topics.”

J oseph B ates’ E ast A nglian M ission.
B oston B ranch N. S. S. : Bargate Green, Sunday, April 18, at 

3, “ Freethinkers in the Chamber of Death : Being a Reply to 
their Calumniators.”  Business meeting, Wednesday, 21st April, 
at 8 o’clock.

Kirton : Near the Church, Tuesday, April 20, at 7, “ What 
Civilisation Owes to Freethought and Freethinkers.”

Spalding: Hall Place (under the Monument), Thursday, April 
22, at 6, “ Forty Years’ Imposture: A Candid Survey of the 
Salvation Army and its Work.”

PAMPHLETS by C. COHEN.

Foreign Missions, their Dangers and
Delusions ... ... ... ... 3d.

Full of facts and figures.

An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics ... 6d.
Principles of ethics, based on the doctrine of Evolution.
Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity.. Id.
Christianity and Social Ethics ... Id.
Pain and Providence ... ... ... Id.

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

THE

MARTYRDOM OF HYPATIA;
OR, THE

DEATH OF THE CLASSICAL WORLD.

An Address delivered at Chicago by
M. M. M Ä N G Ä S Ä R I Ä N .

Will be forwarded, post free, for
THREE HALFPENCE,

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Nowcastlo-streot, Farringdon-atroet, E.C.

FLOWERS or FREETHOUGHT
By G. W . FOOTE.

First Series, doth • • • 2s. 6d.
Second Series, cloth • • ■ • 2s. 6d.

Contains scores of entertaining and informing Essays and 
Artioles on a great variety of Froethought topios.

T he P ioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-strcot, Farringdon-stroet, E.C.
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IF SO, it is because ordinary tea contains 
gallo-tannic acid, the fluid that leather is 
tanned with.

It hardens the coats of the stomach, re­
tarding flow of gastric juices, thus causing 
indigestion, bad complexion, and weak 
nerves. One natural tea only is fre e  from  
th is  Crude T a n n in , because it consists 
solely o f the tips of selected leaves freed from 
the stalks which contain this injurious 
juice. It is called(( Typhoo» Tipps >>
and 1,000  d o c to r s  n o w  recom m en d  it aa 
the only digestive tea. it is pure Ceylon- 
hence exquisite flavour, and absolutely un­
medicated. The absence of stalks enables it 
to yield 50 more large cups per pound than 
ordinary tea, hence economy.

A  L A R G £  S A M P L E  P A C K E T  is sent 
F R E  E, with nearest agent’s name, to every­
one who writes forit,enclosing2d. for postage 

. -V T H E  T Y P H O O  T E A  CO., L td ..
2 5 , C a stle  ¡street, B irm in gh am ,

BUSINESS CARDS.
Short advertisements are inserted under this heading at t.'ie cllt 
of 2s. per half inch and 3s. 6d. per inch. No advertise ^  
under this heading can he less than 2s. or extend boyou“ 

inch. Special terms for several continuous insertions-

CLOTHING.—Gents’ please send postcard for P ¡u 
terns and self-measurement forms and you 
And quality and price that will astound you- r 
make our own clothing at forty eight hours v. 
week and pay best rate of wages. Terms o 
with order. Geo. Jessop & Son, Ltd ., Clotu
Manufacturers, Batley, Yorkshire.----------------------------------------------------------------------------- -y p0st

ECZEMO-CURA.—The Eczema Cure, guaranteed cur»)¡pW 
free 1/3 <t 2/-. B urden's H eadache C ure.—A certain ^  
minutes’ cure, for Headache, Neuralgia, etc., post Ire 
and 1/3. — S. B urden, Pharmacist, 30 Wcbb's-rood, 
Wandsworth, B.W.

10 GUINEA “ Polyphone ” and 8 20-in. tunes, ah a3 
perfect condition, £i> carriage forward. Woll worth oo
Has penny in 
Green, N.

slot.—H. Dawson, Piano Warehouse)

The Useless Christ of the New Theology and 12 other f ^  
Secularist-Socialist pamphlets. All warranted *°. [¡sts- 
troublo when circulated amongst Christian Soci 
Price Is. post free.—A. D yson, 196 Bolton-roadi

H. M. W.’s Wares Wear Where Wear’s Wanted. Tb® ^¡j, 
for a first class suit to measnro is 27s. 6d., carriag A sj, 
Patterns and self-measurement form sont to any a 
— H. M. W ilson, 22 Northside-torraco, Bradford.

FREETHINKERS can rely on Quality and Finish in *I> 
Suits. My designs are up-to-date and they arc warr® jie) 
wool. Send for samples and show them to an exper«; ^0j{p 
self-measurement form sent with the patterns.—J- ' ’
28 Church-bank, Bradford. ____

FREE THOUGHT' BADGES.—Thô  new N.~sT S- 
nishes an excellent method of introduction to Frce 
The design is the French Freethinkers emblem—a Bin® .«re 

‘ ......................................... Price 2d.,flower—button shape, with strong pin. 
Reduction for 6 or more.—N. S. S. Secretary, 
street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

DEFENCE OF FREE SP
BY

G. W. FOOTE,
the 0 “

Being a Throo Hours' Address to tho Jury before 
Chief Justice of England, in answor to an Indict016 

for Blasphemy, on April 24, 1883.

With Special Preface and many Footnote>•

Price FOURPENCE. Post free pjyHJptf

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Ncwcostlo-itrcot, Farringd°n
.„tr«6'
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NOW READY,

THE

NATURAL RELIGION
OR

SECRET OF ALL THE CREEDS.

F. J. B.
5°'nS an abbreviated rendering in English of the great work of Dnpnis, L'Origine de tous les 

first published in 1794, from which Robert Taylor, Logan Mitchell, and other astro- 
ythical exponents of Christianity have so largely drawn. This little book thoroughly explains 

astronomical origin of Christianity, in a manner whioh everyone may easily understand. 
c Will be of the deepest interest to Freethinkers and an astonishing eye-opener to orthodox 

ustians. Its value is enhanoed by the inclusion of three important plates from Dupuis, 
reproduced (with difficulty) on India paper, which will not break with folding.

Bound in Cloth. Price Two Shillings.
Postage Twopence Extea.

THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.

GREAT REDUCTIONS. 
Making Room for Fresh Stock.

ÏNGERSOLL’S WORKS.
Wotfjrs from the following list of catalogue prices are subject to a discount of 66 J per cent; in other 
read S' Pr*ce under the present offer will be one third of the published price. This gives Freethinker 
that°rS aU °PP°rtanity °f making a cheap collection of Ingersoll’s Lectures and Essays, including several 

are not otherwise obtainable except in the expensive Dresden Edition. No order must bo less than 
-'Pence. Postage, if sent by post, must be allowed for in remitting at the rate of 2d. in the shilling.

Catechism...
Goi)AND Spirituality 

^Ei’ENptGAINST Criminals 
t>o t r>r . ° F Fbeethought
K es^ 8Pheme?

a  r e n a n  . . .  .................................

?°fi8E ACT‘ R el)1>’ to R ev- D r- Field« n°Tp Death ...................
^hildro L S Advige to Parents. Keep

oufc of Church and Sunday-school 
i?VE a ON suicide

Vi■, ■ i e w AliD Divorce. An Agnostic’s
Ttt ***

n^^TlOV °  MiRagLE
Lincoln 

^Ka-Tiov Tiie Cods 
q, A N v ° etaire 

PIONEER

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1

0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

Oration on Walt Whitman 
Reply to Gladstone 
Rome or Reason ?
Shakespeare ...
Social Salvation 
Superstition ...
Take a Road of Your Own 
The Three Philanthropists 
TnE Christian Religion 
The Devil 
The Dying Creed 
The Ghosts ...
The Holy Bible 
The Household of Faith 
The Limits of Toleration 
What is Religion ?
What must We Do To Be Saved ? 
Why am I an Agnostic ?

».
o
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

i .
3
4 
8 
G 
2 
G 
1 
2 
3 
G 
2 
8 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2

PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.

BARGAINS.

THOMAS PAINE’S WORKS.
(i)

(2)

^SCELLANEOUS THEOLOGICAL WORKS. Being all Thomas Paine’s writings 
“^ religion not included in the Age of Reason. 134 pages. Well printed and well bound, 
j, 1 a dn0 detaohed portrait of Paine in each copy. Originally published (without 

0 Portrait) at Is. NOW OFFERED AT FOURPENCE, Postage 2d.

lG RICHTS OF MAN. With a political biography of 
Op, pages< Well printed and well bound. Originally 

DERED a t  FOURPENCE. Postage 2d.

Paine by J. M. Wheeler, 
published at Is. NOW

Ei o n e e r PRESB, 8 NEWCASTLE STREET, FABRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.O.
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S U N D A Y  E V E N I N G  F R E E T H O U G H T  LECTURES
IN THE BEAUTIFUL NEW

ST. J A M E S ’ S HALL ,
G R E A T  P O R T L A N D  S T R E E T ,  L O N D O N ,  W.

BY

Mr. G. W. FOOTE,

April 18: GOD AND HUMANITY.
„ 25: THE RELIGION OF SHAKESPEARE.

(Anniversary Lecture.)

Doors Open at 7. Chair taken at 7 .3 0 .  B od y of H all,  I s .  & 6d. Gallery F ree'

Have You Sent Us a Trial Order Yet?
This advertisement has undoubtedly “ caught your eye,” but 

we want to “ catch your feet.” Remember we return your money 
in full in the remote event of dissatisfaction. We are confident 
that if you will send us a trial order, we shall get your future 
business without asking.

The
Business Man’s 

Boot.
Real box calf, straight 
golosh, jockey back, drill 
lined, medium toe, best 
soles. Warranted all 
solid leather. Stocked 
in sizes 5, 0, 7, 8, 9, 

and 10.
We have now decided to 
supply lace and Derby 

pattern same price.
8s. 6d., post free.

LADIES.—Real box calf, well made and smart appearance. War­
ranted all solid leather. Lace, 5s. lid. Button and Derby, 
Os. 3d., post free. If this boot is not worth 2s. more than you 
pay for them, we will refund your money and pay carriage 
both ways.

Catalogue■ sent post free on application.

What Freethinkers say of our Boots.
Ref. No.

2005. “ We are very well pleased with the boots sent.”
2016. “  Pleased with the boots. Forward another pair.”
2023. “  Received parcel safe. Highly satisfied.”
2039. “  Received boots and am highly satisfied. Cannot get

anything like them here for the money.”
2051. “  Boots received. Delighted with them.”
2052. “  Very well pleased with shoes.”
2063. “  Boots fit very well and am greatly pleased with them.”
2058. “  Ladies boots give great satisfaction.”

When ordering please enclose postal order and state 
your requirements

WHITEHOUSE & CO., BOOT FACTORS, STOURBRIDGE.

LEWIS START,
C I G A R  M E R C H A N T  A N D  I M P O R T ^ ’

LOUGHBOROUGH.
(Established Over Fifty Years.)

Wholesale Agent for the 
GENUINE ROTHSCHILD CIGABS. 

as supplied to the House of Como10118'

The Treasury,
Board of Education, 
Life Guards,

Whitehall.
Midland, 
North Eastern 
Gt. Northern, 
Gt. Central,

l RailIff»?9'

No.
1
2
3
4
5

R o t h s c h il d ' s  O w n  M a k e . 

Brand. Per 100.
Colonias ... 25/-
Rothschilds 
Proveedora 
Excelsiors ...
Key West ...

W e c a n  a l s o  R e c o m m e n d  t h e  f o l l o w in g BnASP8'
No.
6
7
8 
9

10

Brand. 
Rameros ... 
Santos ... .
Optifolia 
Telmas — 
Moras ... •

Per 100. 
16/- 
21/.- 
23/- 
24/- 
30/-

pef
8/5

11/-
1 il:
12/
15/5

a-

All the above Cigars are British made and oj excellent11UI  ̂^

Should you favor us with a trial and tho flavor, sh»Pe  ̂
not suit your requirements, we shall be pleased to exon 

and pay carriage both ways.
Terms, cash with order.

d'9Cheques and Postal Orders should be crossed “  tiW9 / 
Loughborough.” All parcels are sent carriage l1fll

Quotations for Imported Cigars on receipt of brand &D'

NOW READY.

R alph G ric k le w o o d .
A Twentieth Century Critical and Rational Expose of Christian Mytholo^'

(In the Form of a Novel.)

By STEPHEN FITZ-STEPHEN,
A Well-Wisher of the Human Family.

388 pages, cloth. Price 3s. 6d.
(Post Free.)

THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET,
x, f!.ß'

Printed and Published by tho P io n ic b  Pains, 2 Nowcastlo-stroot, Loudon, E.C.


