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c . » may be a wliet to more serious thoughts, and
J’McciZ matters may be so treated of that a reader of 
¡i( lna-ry sense may possibly thence reap more advantage 

n from some more big and stately argument.
—Erasmus.

The Cross and the Tomb.
Atthiioj season of the year we are specially reminded 
t w 6 alleged truth that Christianity is pre-emi- 
W re^8i°n founded upon facts. “ You cannot 
"r tQo many facts,” says a well-known divine; 

y ah contain heavenly treasure.” The first 
the student is to get his facts. Having 

. them, his next duty is to “ approach them in 
e0ut l8t“t spirit, in the true heavenly temper.”  Thus 
evg^Plating them he “  shall discover that, what- 
of kj 8 their kind, wherever they lie, they are full 

*nterpretation.” He is assured of this on 
that assumption that “ the Universe is God’s, and 
that a *t speaks of him.” From this it is evident 
t'oivn° one can have a correct conception of the 
*5(Uerse unless he regards it as God’s handiwork 
“i th6? ^ 6’ an  ̂ interprets all its facts in the light 

u. c°nviction. In other words, facts are notì th 
> a lQ0iJ

ey seem to the natural man, hut what the
man believes them 

must be seen in
to be. To be under- 
the light of another

»Hi To interpret them merely in the light of this 
ê f \ls miss their wealth of meaning, and to be 

V °  ^Gir gladsome message from the eternal

the very centre of the Christian Gospel is 
^¡Gb eged âct ^r08S* It i8 Holy of

8h, which we are bidden to draw near “ with
^een?6S our an  ̂ the Song of the

\ p  . on our lips.” It is only thus that we can 
t^haki ^eeP significance and appreciate its un- 
' ^ wk 6 riches. The curious thing, however, is 

>.en the theologians begin to explain the Cross 
S ^ 'S n t of another world, scarcely any two of 
}\tQB6 agreed as to what exactly that light reveals. 
3  au /fH 6 are the theories of the atonement, and 

turions has been the conflict between them. 
6 that « .̂ his, Professor Peake hastens to reassure 
,^6»,, ..lt is not our view of the atonement that

'« nf an  ̂ " i t  would be an evil day for the 
Ct)la,r i. Christianity when the acceptance of a par- 

X 'h e o r y  of the work of Christ should be made 
fr  ̂to salvation.” But Dr. Peake forgets that 

¡Si], f t h e  theories of it there is no atonement 
pliea r the very assertion that the Cross saves 
)%, a theoretical explanation of the death of 

Ca "the apostolical declaration that “  Christ 
a1*1.0 into the world to save sinners ” is but a 

V - as to 
\ . -th e  object of the Galilean’s life-story; 

jji?8t ludicrous theory it is too. Ev9n on the 
 ̂ that Jesus was indeed God’s beloved son,

that his Father could save mankind only by 
vW &£? him js s0 extremeiy silly that few can
tkHl, */ c°utemplate it. “  J. B.,” of the Christian 
C e c i l y  admits thithat “  in itself, looked at fromJ UlUUilUU VX1UIU 1U .UUJIVU (

eftrfv.Q 8tandpoint,” the death of Jesus 
IlQ tragedy. By the populace wl

was a 
who wit-

nessed it, by the soldiers who assisted in it, by the 
cowed disciples who gazed on it, the death on Calvary 
was looked upon as a purely human event, or as 
being “  at the farthest remove from religion.” “  It 
was to the mob a spectaole, to the soldiery a common 
execution, to the disciples a catastrophe.” It was 
later, much later, that any religious theory of the 
tragedy was thought of. At the time, the event was 
a crushing disappointment, a cruel stroke of fate, 
and with broken hearts the eleven returned to 
their former avocations in different parts of the 
country.

Be it noted at this point that the disciples of 
Jesus, the only men with whom he had been intimate 
during his lifetime, were not aware that any special 
signification was to be attaohed to his death. The 
only thought that oppressed them was that his 
cause was lost, that his enemies had triumphed, and 
that they would see him no more. They aoted as if 
they had never heard of even the possibility of his 
dying to secure the world’s redemption. Their 
supreme grief was that he whom they had trusted 
so fully and loved so passionately had been so vio­
lently removed from them. There is nothing to 
indicate that they ever expected to see him again. 
Now, when we bear in mind that these were the 
only men with whom he had been on familiar terms, 
or to whom he could have communicated his secrets 
if he had had any, we can see on how flimsy and 
insecure a foundation the belief that his death was 
sacrificial and atoning really rests. The men who 
ought to have knoivn all knew nothing; and it follows 
that the men of subsequent generations who pre­
tended to know all were either conscious impostors 
or self-deceivers. In any case, the theory that the 
death of Jesus is the objective ground of the world’s 
salvation is a sheer invention for which Jesus him­
self cannot be held responsible.

Coming to the account of his burial, we find that 
there is nothing to show that those who took part 
in it believed or expected that he would rise again. 
The disciples were conspicuous only by their absence. 
They had forsaken him and fled, leaving the last 
kind act to be performed by strangers, and witnessed 
only by a few women. Such was the interment of 
him who was afterwards hailed as the only begotten 
Son of God and Savior of the world. Whatever the 
disciples may have thought of their Master while he 
was alive, their conduot during and after his cruci­
fixion is evidence enough that they had bidden him 
their final farewell. The Cross and the Tomb sepa­
rated him from them for ever. “ They had looked to 
him for the emancipation of Israel from Rome, and 
Rome had put an end to him. Were he only a 
prophet, that could have been understood, but 
they had thought of him as the Messiah, and 
his death seemed to contradict such a claim. Nor 
was this the deepest note in the tragedy, for he 
had died on the Cross, he had been hanged upon a 
tree.”

And yet to-day the whole Christian Church, east 
and west, joyously sings out, “ He is risen, he is 
risen, he hath burst his bonds in twain.” If an eye­
witness of the crucifixion and the burial, if a friend 
of Peter or of Thomas, who had listened to their talk 
about their Lord and about his death, were to return 
to earth and attend service at St. Paul’s this morn­
ing, how astounded he would be to hear the news
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that Jesus is still alive, and to be invited to join in 
singing:—

“  Come see the place where Jesus lay,
And hear angelic watchers say,
‘ He lives, Who once was slain.’ ”

He might ask for an interview with the preacher, 
and we can imagine him saying to the man of God, 
“ How very strange ! I was at Jerusalem for three 
weeks after the crucifixion, and I never heard a 
whisper of what you call the resurrection. Peter 
was away, and so were the other disciples. Surely, 
if Jesus had risen on the third day, I would have 
heard of it. A vacated tomb would have been the 
talk of the whole city. Tell me, how do you know 
that Jesus rose from the dead ? Where are the 
proofs—proofs that will convince me, who was on 
the spot at the time, and yet never heard of the 
stupendous miracle ” ? The clergyman would refer 
him to the Four Gospels and to the Epistles, saying, 
“  Read these documents in the right spirit, in the 
true heavenly temper, and you, too, will be con­
vinced of their truth.”  We can fancy him perusing 
the records, and being struck by their differences, 
discrepancies, and contradictions, and dramatic style, 
and then saying to himself, “ This is very ingenious 
fiction. How my old friend Peter would laugh if he 
could see it. I can testify that for at least three 
whole weeks after Jesus’s death Jerusalem knew 
nothing of any resurrection.”  That there is nothing 
unreasonable in that imaginary sketch is undeniable 
from the following extract from Dr. Arno Neumann’s 
Jesus :—

“  In the first place* Paul, and, with Paul, history, had 
no information about the empty grave; in the second 
place, neither was aware that the women took such a 
prominent part in the events of Easter morning. 
Again, if the emptiness of the tomb, which at present 
is made by so many the foundation-stone of their 
belief, had been a well-known fact in those days, not 
only would Paul have known of it, but he would have 
been certain to use tbe fact as evidence to be laid 
before the Corinthians. But apart from this con­
sideration, the accounts of the resurrection given by 
the Gospels, when they come to speak of the places, 
the persons, and the things that happened, reveal a 
whole chorus of contradictory voices and statements.”

We present that quotation all the more confidently 
because Dr. Neumann still calls himself a Christian. 
Like the Virgin Birth, the resurrection is in itself so 
improbable an event, and the evidence for it so 
defective, that it is impossible to believe in it with­
out offering serious affront to our intelligence. So 
Dr. Neumann expresses his disbelief in any physical 
resuscitation of Jesus Christ. How such a critic is 
able to avow himself a Christian passes understand­
ing ; and that Dr. Neumann is himself sensible of 
the apparent inconsistency is evident from the 
following words:—

“  In view of the historical fact as now stated, it will 
be asked again and again, Is not, then, the whole 
Church founded upon a delusion, and were not the first 
Christians visionaries and fanatics ? This could be said 
only if we were no longer able to say that the imperish­
able part of man’s nature returns transfigured to God, or 
that there is any such thing as immortality.”

But that is a reckless trifling with words. Nothing 
can rise from the dead without being first dead. 
The New Testament statement is that Jesus died, 
and on the third day became alive again. In Rev. i. 18 
the risen Lord himself is represented as saying, “  I 
was dead, and behold, I am alive for evermore.” 
Paul’s deliberate assertion is “ that he hath been 
raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,” 
and ho offers the alleged fact of the raising of Christ 
from the dead as an infallible guarantee that the 
dead shall be raised. If what is called the “ soul,” 
or “  man’s imperishable part,” nevor dies, it follows 
that Paul refers to the death of the body, and the 
resurrection of the body. And we confidently affirm 
that neither of the resurrection of a single dead body, 
nor of the continued life of a single soul subsequent 
to the body’s decease, is there even the shadow of 
proof. Does it not follow, then, that the whole 
Church is founded upon a delusion, or a lie, and that

all Christians are visionaries and fanatics ? ,tedtherefore, should the story of Jesus be tre®' 
differently from that of any other mythology. 
God-man ? Because no valid reason can be assig0® 
for the difference of treatment we, who cannot joio1 
the superstitious worship indulged in by so many jj' 
this Easter Sunday, are contont with rejoicing i°4 j 
glorious revival once more of the vital processes 
Nature round about us. j  ,j.

The Trial and Crucifixion of Jesus.

[We present our readers with the following extracts t  ̂
a discourse by a clerical member of the Critical Socie'f t 
Essex in the freethinking novel, Ralph Cricklewood- 
published by the Pioneer Press; the author of the [0 
being himself a retired Christian minister, who lias co® 1 j 
see through the imposture in which he once played a t > 
with what Lady Teazle would call “  a tolerable ¡f6 
These extracts, which are seasonable just now. ww Lj 
some idea of the vivid thoroughness with which b« V 
Fitz-Stephen (the author’s pen-name) sets about his wo 
Ediiob.] 1

JESUS certainly did not relish the idea of ariê  
for it occurred to him to show fight, when be c • 
to realise the improbability of his remaining a ; 
tive from justice much longer. Then, perceu  ̂
that he and his had well-nigh come to the eD ¡̂. 
their tether, he counselled such of his pauper  ̂
lowing as had a purse to take it, and likevvxsê ^̂  
scrip ; and he that had no sword, to sell his SarCLâ  

And then in answer to their re ,<
eneng ^

And verily it was enough, for swords in the ban 
such a set of ragamuffins would merely ^aV0cOo- 
nished the enemy with the means of speedily ^  
verting them into butchers’ block ornaments. j 
is not the way one would look for a God to ^  
himself, but it is very like the way an lta* ¡,¡8 
would think of defending himself. Nor 
cowardly fear of the fate which awaited him". ^  

to have found its expression 1 
sweat in Gethsemane—jus

and buy one. And tnen in answer 
that they had two swords, he said,

is supposed
mythical bloody sweat in Gethsemane—JUDVo b&0 
one would have expected from an immortal j epjp'
deliberately fabricated the scheme of human r...¡¡jgiy

had wn .j)y

“ 18
W fJ

Id

tion from a fabulous something, and 
come to earth to enact the farce : hut

a
anticipation of dire punishment. Had
what one would expect from a terrified imp0 
anticipation of dire punishment. Had he 
God incarnate, it were impossible that he snô  ^  
holden of such a debasing passion as 
In the hands of his own creatures—had h° â et' 
to submit—he would have been essentially po* 
able, and his double nature of God and man-' 
two, but one Christ—would have been ela ^  Jji3 
the sublimest rapture at the near proap 
finished work, and of his speedy return in { off 
to Glory, or to Paradise, or to whatever ° 
known place he had come from. ue of 9

But he is at length arrested, and for the s eftr, 
little dramatic effect, Peter slices off a P3, rjgli|®' 
and Jesus touches the place and puts it a . 0 tn 
Pity he didn’t touch his Qo^nnd-cousin, u.dBaptist, wibb „ ... second-cousin, •>—
very silly bruir •.) offe<;fc* Then, after a b,/ oig-
Beatly getting n ° Ut praying to his father, flndJLji 
(an a I n e i  B°rV han twelve legions of
was God, he coaldhl °  °i  °  good prayer’ ior’ ,Tbe l> 
arrested run in °  ^ave dono fcbe Job himself)/ 
Jewish aathoriH aDt-’ on being arraigned k0f°r® ¡,i 
the Christ the y68’ 18 barged with assuming t ^
bo the Sing of tbD ° /  God’ iind also of claim s
lately helnW  Jew8’ a God, is no« » \ }y helpless before his own creatures. g*- • »- old aUUIUIU U1D U1IU
lost the power of mounting one of his 0 P;___ i „ „ i „  __ __anme comm

»i »
lost at1 I*»«1,1 ins°tc jj,i 

Inf oí .„rf

inspiring looks, or of ottering some 
phrase in such a bamboozling sort 
make people mistake it for a mate L 
Poor defenceless object! Ho bas ^  
human means of protecting himself ^  
mockery—if ever he had any. In 11 , 'ftt
fraudulent doings he was quite an^a  ̂ b° 1 o*)
the stones of his enraged countrymen, ou“ '  ĵ cii 
powerless to dodge the disgusting spitt
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6 Dpg at him from filthy lips, or to evade the fisti- 
OQlfs which are rained upon him. Poor polluted 
^jeot! Not even did one puny little angel out of 
he twelve legions come to his aid. On the lines of 
us Christian myth, the abject helplessness of this 

Pretentious carpenter-god, when in the presence of 
18 judge, is pathetic to the last degree. Not only 

he helpless, but he was fully conscious of the 
act : else, why did he think of showing fight with 
6words ? What had become of all his superhuman 
Powers ? He could, according to the mythological 
Bospel, increase the substance of a few loaves 
 ̂ fishes indefinitely, and feed a hungry multitude 

repletion, leaving more pabulum over than he 
egan with. Clever fellow! He could swear at a 

P°or harmless fig-tree with more apparent effect 
¡nan. resulted from his father’s violent fit of swear- 

g in Eden—albeit, the Anglican establishment 
irius he is without passions. He could walk upon 

Hat6r as easily as any Hydrous Piceus—albeit, 
Co u 6 n°k evolved him for any such feat. He 
the trough  the air with his ubiquitous friend, 
Pin aevh> from the wilderness to an imaginary 
hii?t!aC*e ^he Temple, and thence to an exceeding 

mountain, and then down like a lark uponterra *  1
tout 'lr'nia ■' and ah tbe while as hungry as any 

his
h '
that k-' ^or ^ *8 no  ̂ reC01'^e  ̂ in any of the gospels 
him ; , Satanic Majesty invited Jesus to dine with
Co , ,lQ the metaphysical Netherlands. All this he 
Poo k ° ’ accor(iing to his lying biographers, but, 
pre helpless God 1 he could do nothing in his own 
s,jD 8r̂ ation. Judging of him by myself—that is, 
Pot °81ng I had had his fabled powers—why did he 
tea(l0ar i °  th0 ceiling immediately over his judge’s

hi,
j and, when that august personage looked up at 

s a lv'n° acrobat floating over him, let drop one of 
givek- 'a'8’ he0l foremost, into one of his eyes, and 
hia 8°m0thing of a personal nature to ocoupy

p • • • •
thiB kGr̂ 688 in himself and with none to aid him,

apless carpenter-God got nailed to a cross 
tpytk:611. two thieves, in exact imitation of his 
Wh0 to Pr°t°type, Christna, the Hindu Messiah, 
fide Q, °UH heheve it—who that is still on liberty- 
biiik .mnatio asylums would believe in the possi-
R  ̂ Sno.Vi ____ o o _______ ________ ~ „Iherg sVctl an exact parallel ? Surely, never was 

8uch a wicked fraud as Christianism on this 
and the day is fast coming when all thoseearth, .

Ho u *iUe Qa  ̂ 13 tasC comin8 wiien all tnose 
asbpnltG the courage to expose it will be hailed 

f a c t o r s  of our race.

, iherg k •
^Poe , (Nln& no contemporary corroborative evi- 
Hate whk e crucifixion of Jesus, it is impossible to 
Hs myth- certainty whether the gospel story is any 
Ho, ’®al than those of his mythical predecessors,
?°gene^i, e8U3> are all fabled to have been of parthe 
Hisve ^eistie origin. For my own part, I
Ha a , at» in the estimation of the Jews, Jesus 

l8Phemr°Û ê.somo> pretentious, pernicious, and 
HplUed tk8 ^^tnrber of the orthodox faith, of 

haurnaturgio power by the aid of their 
rising 0f *lat< after the monstrous fraud over the 

, the putrefying Lazarus, he was executed 
1jQ itl8ÍRnifO0r’ anii that this communistio tramp was 

to 1CaQt and worthless a9 to be utterly un 
Ht hj8 any contemporary historian. The story

hi,

th,H u
S T

popularity is indeed 
y fefuted by the faot

a story, which is 
that he was 60

He

U “lu,Uy u uy m o utuii uuivu uo -nata
'hi spot k: kn°wn that the authorities were unable

. mm ____ :___„<• „ i.„i.

hii
4i< ^ t n r i e 8

is
^°fi'ereqri ono satisfactory explanation that can 

ctw.I0.r tho continuous lingering through so

without the services of a betrayer.

ry Ghri f-8 ^ is  wretched, bungling, contra 
ir: e a s n  8 la? . myth—and that is, the enormous 
0 S'Og, . ’ and idleness it has brought, and is still 
Hy. u lho fraudulent priesthood. But forî?Hey ", 

% />  ‘t
8lotoi!jd hav.° Perished long ago. Happily, 

Hu a,1fi 8\v' y^ xPlrin8> and if only those who are 
He Bu. ’?. ■*cd by its administrators would but 
e. PP ms, it would forthwith die of heart

A Plea for Superstition.—II.

(Concluded from p. 211.)
As I have said, respect for human life is only empha­
sised by religious beliefs within the limits of the 
tribe. And within the tribe religion seems to have 
given its sanction only to that amount of restriction 
on homicide that would have existed in any case, 
while various kinds of killing may be directly attri­
buted to the influence of superstitious beliefs. The 
practice found amongst some savages of killing elderly 
people so that they may enter the next world healthy, 
the killing of slaves on the death of- a chief, or of 
wives on the death of a husband, so that their ghosts 
may perform the same function in the next world as 
here, are examples of this. Human sacrifice, which 
sometimes, as in Mexico, demanded thousands of 
victims annually, is a case in point. Far from reli­
gion having curbed this, its institution is wholly due 
to religious influences. Amongst the more primitive 
savages the custom is very infrequent, even if it 
exists at all. It is found among people of a more 
advanced stage of culture; and as the greatness of 
the people increases, and the religious beliefs become 
more elaborate, so we find the practice assuming 
larger dimensions. Bearing all these things in mind, 
together with the pressure of normal Bocial forces, 
it certainly does not seem as though we have to 
thank religion for much in this direction.

Mr. Frazer, one may assume from the following 
passage, is quite alive to the evil aspect of his 
subject. He says :—

“ It might be maintained that no belief has done so 
much to retard the economic and thereby the social 
progress of mankind as the belief in the immortality of 
the soul; for this belief has led race after race, genera­
tion after generation, to sacrifice the real wants of the 
living to the imaginary wants of the dead. The waste 
and destruction of life and property which this faith 
has entailed are enormous and incalculable. But I am 
not hero concerned with the disastrous and deplorable 
consequences, the unspeakable follies and crimes and 
miseries, which have flowed in practice from the theory 
of a future life. My business at present is with the 
more cheerful side of a gloomy subject.”

Every author has the right to select which aspect 
of a subject he will discuss, but all the same one 
may point out that it is just dealing in detail with 
this more “ cheerful side,” while leaving out the side 
expressed in waste and destruction, “  the disastrous 
and deplorable consequences, the unspeakable follies 
and crimes,” that will lead careless readers to form 
erroneous opinions, and enable the agents of the 
“ Black Army ’’ to olaim a credit for their faith to 
which it is not really entitled. If emphasis has to 
be laid on one side only, a much better service is 
done by emphasising tho darker side of a belief which 
has thousands of paid advocates presenting only a 
bright side to the public gaze.

What has been said of the relation of superstition 
applies, with a change of terms, to the other instances 
selected by Mr. Frazer. Either these institutions 
have a basis in utility or they have not. If they 
have not, the justification for their preservation dis­
appears. If they have a basis in utility, their 
development will be governed by social selection, 
although the form in which they are expressed will 
be determined by local circumstances. Thus, when 
Mr. Frazer says that the task of government has 
been facilitated by a superstition that the governors 
belong to a superior order of beings, one is inclined 
to suspect that this statement only holds good as 
regards certain individual governors or of the per­
sistence of a particular form of government. It 
may well be that when a people are led to believe 
that a certain individual possesses supernatural 
powers, or that a certain form of government enjoys 
the favor of supernatural beings, that there will be 
less roadiness to change either than would otherwise 
be tho caBe. But government and governors—or in 
other words, a general rule of the tribe—and the 
admittod leadership or headship of certain indi-
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viduals, would remain natural facts in the absence 
of superstition. So, again, with the desire for 
private property. This desire has been noted among 
certain members of the Simian species as well as 
among men, and so far as it possesses an advantage 
we may surely credit savages with enough common 
sense to be aware of the fact, while the mutual give and 
take of associated beings would secure the recognition 
of personal rights. Although it may be noted that 
private property holding is not nearly so developed 
among savages as among more civilised people. The 
greatest development in this direction takes place in 
the more highly civilised societies where, as a matter 
of fact, superstitious beliefs have least power. So 
that if we grant that private property is protected 
and developed by superstition, we have to face the 
curious fact that its greatest development occurs 
precisely when the alleged oause has least influence.

The need for checking Mr. Frazer’s thesis by bio­
logical data becomes more apparent the more one 
looks into it. Let me take one example only. 
Professor Fiske pointed out in a highly suggestive 
essay on “  The Meaning of Infancy,” that the 
higher development of humanity was largely depen­
dent upon the feebleness of infancy. The prolonged 
helplessness of human infancy gives time for the 
gradual education of the nervous system, and so 
paves the way for the complex functioning of the 
adult brain. But consider all that this prolonged 
infancy means; how it necessitates the family being 
kept together, the increased depth and constancy of 
both maternal and paternal love, the closer welding 
together of the family, the deepened significance of 
the sex relationship, with numerous other subsidiary 
consequences; and it will be seen that we have here 
a factor of far greater consequence than even super­
stitious beliefs. Moreover, it is a modifying force 
that is not dependent upon the influence of acquired 
beliefs, but embedded in the very nature of things. 
Due attention to this aspect of the case would, I 
think, lead Mr. Frazer to place much less stress upon 
the beneficent influence of religious beliefs.

The truth is that Mr. Frazer seems to have fallen 
into the same blunder as Mr. Walter Bagehot, and 
to believe that man needed “  breaking in ” to social 
law and custom. The fact is that the great need of 
the savage is not to be broken in, but to break out. 
The error probably originated in the difficulty expe­
rienced in getting him to obey our rules; but this 
difficulty is really very often the other side of his 
servitude to his own customs. There is no one so 
fettered by custom as the savage. The restrictions 
imposed by savage society on its members would be 
intolerable to a civilised being. And if it bo argued 
that these customs had to be formed, the reply is 
that, inheriting the imitability of the pre-human 
gregarious animal, this habit of imitation is the basis 
on which the tyrannising custom of savage life is 
built.

One other generalisation of Bagehot’s was un­
questionably sound. Having framed a custom, he 
Baid, the next step in progress, and a far more diffi­
cult one, was to break it. It is in relation to Bage­
hot’s second step that we get one of the main influ­
ences of religious belief. For of all the consoious 
forces that operate to prevent man breaking through 
established custom, religion is the greatest. Once a 
custom is established, the conditions of savage life 
are such that they are almost of necessity expressed 
in terms of superstition, and henceforth to break this 
custom is to make a gap in the wall of religious 
observance by which the savage is surrounded. And 
so soon as we reach anything in the shape of a priest­
hood there has to be reckoned with the operations of 
men keenly alive to their own self-interest in the 
matter.

But superstition does not preserve a custom or an 
institution because it is good ; it preserves them 
without reference to their beneficial or injurious 
character so far as society is concerned. This is 
seen clearly enough in the lingering on of such 
customs as suttee in India, or witchcraft in Europe. 
It is seen also in the rooted antipathy of the religious
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mind to change in almost any direction. There 18 
not a single branch of social life, or a single depart- 
ment of knowledge, that does not bear testimony ̂  
this. The greatest obstacle to man in his upwa  ̂
progress are these superstitious customs t̂ a 
humanity itself has created during its earli®r 
phases of existence. They are like so many bana* 
stretched forth from the grave to drag down «D 
living. If, therefore, we were to grant that religl0a 
has played the useful part Mr. Frazer thinks it ^  
in preserving certain valuable institutions, we co«1 
not credit it with preserving them because of a®? 
rational perception of their utility, but solely becao66 
it is in the nature of superstition to resist cb^oe 
and strive to maintain things as they are. 
against even the problematical benefits conferred1“ 
this direction we have to count the certain evil0 
the lives lost, embittered, and dishonored by “ _ 
operation of religious beliefs, the stupid and seflee 
less customs that have been perpetuated, 
strenuous opposition offered to reform, and ““ 
tremendous waste of human energy in fighting ““ 
religious opposition to new ideas. Putting the t* 
side by side, he would be a bold man indeed  ̂
would say that the balance of good lies with relig10̂  
and that humanity would not have been better 0 
had religion never existed. i

It may be safely assumed that we shall soon & 
Psyches Task quoted as proof that one of ® 
greatest living Anthropologists believes that } 
race is under tremendous obligations to reHB’frj 
Mr. Frazer is not, of course, responsible for all 
misrepresentations of his work that may appear, 
it may, in view of these probable misrepresentat10“.̂
be as well to point out that if every statement m  ̂
book were accepted it would give no real snpp°r^e 
current religion. For his statements as t° .je 
useful work of superstition applies to savage 
only. Indeed, ho hints pretty plainly that 0 jfl 
with savages is religion in its proper habitat. 
more civilised times Mr. Frazer would readily a jy 
that superstition—which, as I have said, i9 “ .e 
another name for religion—is wholly evil. 
and more, as time goes on,” to use Mr. Frazer6“ f 
words, “  morality shifts its ground from the sa° • ■ 
superstition to tho rock of reason, from the 
nary to tho real, from tho supernatural 0̂ 0p
natural.....The State......has found a better
than old wives’ fables for guarding with tho fla ^
anrnrri nf .Tnofino f.Vm onnrnanli f.o f.V»n of ^ -rf

a#0sword of Justice the approach to tho Tree of 
Whatever may be its value among savages, 1 
civilised people religion is a glaring anachronism1' 

But I do not admit the plea for the utih i ^  
superstition even among savages. There J? 
more truth in the statement that super6“1 ^  
beliefs have been prolonged because of their aS .¡¡t 
tion with useful institutions than in the state je- 
that these customs owe thoir preservation S|1 
ligious beliefs. Utility lies at the basis 0 „¡c 
institutions, as it also lies at tho base of all T A  
development. And human evolution is not ,eJ}t 
an accidental character as would make it dep^j^f, 
upon the conscious elaboration of any special 
or even upon the conscious aotion of any mo ^ of 
Useful as indications of the course of tho s 
progress, theso becomo utterly misleading who 
as proofs of its depth or moaning. And &gal fli1'' 
supposed benefits of superstition indicated 
Frazer one may place its certain evils. It6 8 ¿¡0u 
of life and of human happiness, its eonserv ^W1. U4V uiuu u M. UUU1UU UUlJĴ iUDOOy avm ~ ~ i- V» n til ’
outworn institutions, and its surrounding “ 
a halo of sanctity ; its immense waste 
energy, and obstruction of human progress. ^ 
the certain evil against the possible^ S f
Frazer’s thesis is more than “  a plausible o 
a very dubious client ’ ’—it is a ploa for â eJJd ‘̂
execution against a many-times-convicted ô  ^

Gold is good, but bravo mou aro
Abraham Lincoln.

botter tbs« Î0
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“  Jesus Christ, Ltd.”

Religion is a business to large numbers of people 
and 18 Woî e<̂  on thoroughly business lines; missions 

, ®eetings are advertised in the same way as 
rnedicines or theatrical ventures. Revival- 

s and preachers adopt similar methods to histri- 
^  c artistes, with the same financial results. But- 

Purely business side of religion is seen clearest 
he methods now adopted in order toin -------- uu„  adopted in order to raise

“ v « ,Ue *0r propagation of a religion professedly 
r?h' l 0Û  money and without price.” The extent to 
the ordinary commercial means have replaced 
eon Vtd? Qtary contributions so long in vogue in 
Th ne?^on w*th religious bodies is very significant. 
bit® old-fashioned method of collecting “ threepenny 
adp8 during the service is no longer considered 
8an̂ na*e‘ ®v6n the sale of work is being largely 

P°rseded by more topical and efficient substitutes 
reli°- mucl1 ’ s this the case, that the trading of 
toon'0118 k°d!es is considered by shrewd business 
trad-&S a Ver  ̂serious menace to the welfare of the 
fQr community. Bazaars are held everywhere 
°f o reduction of church debts and the erection 
Pi'on St  ̂ places of worship. Missionary and other 
large ̂ an<̂ 8̂  societies owe a good deal of their very 
ba2aa lncoDie to sales of goods. Not long since, a 
of pQ ^ as ^eld at Lincoln at which many thousands 
* i88i*ds were raised for religious interests. A week’s 
realiP°aar  ̂ exLib»ition at Southend, last November, 
Worjj6- over £200 clear profit. A common sale of 
s’ftiih1.n ®0ntlr London realised £250, and a score of 

Wa* •8a*es brought in considerably over £2,000. 
held a CG uuany similar exhibitions and sales 
evatm<q-3Dâ  throughout the country for the various 
UjiS8j lcal organisations, Bible societies, and the 
Parish EO0ieties. Add to all this the 18,000
»«cfe, ana
tionc,S’_ al 0t which‘long

10,000 chapels and tin taber
------- to-day look to bazaars, exhibi-

raigip and 8ales as a legitimate and easy means of 
the i,? m°ney. and wo begin to realise the extent of 
°Qtcotn ° ■ e' ^here is all this to end ? Its logical 
Whiejj 6 18 Ee0n in trading of the Salvation Army, 
cl0thi regularly advertises among its members ten., 
site8 an’il̂ 0^8 *or °bhdren, and all manner of requi- 

Tbe . U80s the profits for its propaganda.
*niniluec erKy hypocritically pretend to be entirely 
&ge, hQuDCed worldly considerations. They raan- 
i.^Uee ennfF’ keep a very sharp eye on the main 
a8he  ̂q,  ̂he salaries of the bishops of the Estab- 

-nfcb> f°r example, amply justify the sneer 
on ih d*ed on tho cross and these gentlemen 

The p
00-sh. Church leaders are just as keen after the

ey take up their crosses and follow their °n theS o r 0, r v aK0 UP
i38hopg 6 .salaries of Cabinet Ministers. The
the ttlQ oft0n ingeniously suggest that they spend

eif T,riey they get in the upkeep of the dignity of 
stat^ p081tion. t*- • ■ ........................
th,

<U

10n. ite C0tUent' is a characteristically untrue
¿?8kl not’ . ‘ these men spent what they got they 

Thev so much behind them when they
. -----e very large sums. The

ua —. , Colchester left estate valued at
of ? 8trugr,i„ 10p Creighton, who used to talk of the
ftoa H  le?t the wretched bishops to keep out 

Q5 A vA  . IC £ 29,500 A —.. t -1. ; _1____ m . hOh; ^‘ onbiov, n —'* Archbishop Tait left £35,000, 
hitlCQPal esb op “ eDS°n a similar snm. The biggest 
«on op Wald ° of 'at° years, howevor, was that of 

to fj..-atn Sow, who loft £72,2-10. A good 
l e f t Ph i i in \ ' T as Sishop TnfnoH’s £65,800, and 
MtC55.0OO i f /t  £80,000; Archbishop Thomson 

ĥeee ’ 1 bishop Trollope £50,790. Compared.,8»nj8. tbn CIO oat -r — ___*.-awin “ oum8> the' £19,86'l of Bishop Harvey 
bj >805 óf r>. , £10,000 of Bishop 
et °̂P8, i t S ° . p Cciham seem small.

Tozer, or the

sptsQ lt V?1H he seen, follow hum y dictate of \ 8 0 ” the carpenter.” In defiance of theme ^  
He .“ Cofi," they lay up treasure moth and

chance of the ravages of hot j .v0 by
humbug is like to n - wealthy ? 8U>6 » '  SmertJ GUUW-

Acid Drops.

Mr. Dennis Hird, the principal of Ruskin College, where 
the row has been going on, seems to have been in the bad 
graces of the Executive Committee before. He states that 
they once accused him of teaching Atheism, but the charge 
was withdrawn. We are far from saying that Mr. Hird 
should teach Atheism as the principal of Ruskin College, 
but we have no hesitation in saying that neither he nor 
most of the members of the Executive Committee ought to 
regard the teaching of Atheism as in itself an offence. It 
appears to us that Mr. Hird himself is undoubtedly an 
Atheist, in the sense in which the term has always been 
used in the Freethinker.

Since the days of John Calvin no one has been prosecuted 
for “ blasphemy ” in Switzerland until quite recently. We 
see by the newspapers that Herr Richter, a Freethinker, of 
Zurich, has been condemned by the tribunal of Lucerne to 
two months’ imprisonment and eight years’ expulsion from 
the canton for this artificial crime. It is stated that he 
published “ three violent pamphlets against Christianity,” 
which “ so shocked the population that the public prosecutor 
was obliged to take up the matter.” We have not seen the 
“ violent pamphlets,” but we know that the dear good Chris­
tians are very easily “  shocked.”

The “ spirit” is responsible for a curious trouble in Ebbw 
Vale, South Wales. A member of the British Smelters’ 
Society has received “ the light,” and is henceforth deter­
mined to “  live by faith.” But there seems to be a good 
deal of method in his madness. He says he is “  prompted 
by the spirit ” to stop paying his subscription to the Union 
funds. This is all very well for him, but his fellow 
members can’t be expected to see it in “  the light ” that he 
does. They refuse to work with him, and have handed in 
their notices to leave. Unless he makes up his mind to 
“ live by faith ” outside, instead of by work and wages 
inside, he will presently be the sole employee of the Ebbw 
Vale Coal and Iron Company—which now has a thousand 
hands.

The Vatican Earthquake Relief Fund amounts to £125,000. 
Good ! Now let us see how it is to be expended. Part of it 
is to be devoted to the erection of two hundred corrugated 
iron churches and chapels in the Reggio district. The Pope 
has also decided to build a big central clergy-house, where 
parish priests and curates will lead a community life. 
These objects may be all right in their way, from a Catholic 
point of view, but fancy their being paid for out of an Earth­
quake Relief Fund! Why not call it the Clergy Relief Fund 
straight away ?

Christians are always boasting of their superior morality. 
Sometimes, indeed, if you listen to them you might imagine 
that they had a monopoly of the article. Yet it is the plain 
truth that they are too often capable of meanness from 
which all other people would shrink. How quietly, for 
instance, the Christians in England acquiesce in the conduct 
of the Christians in South Africa towards Dinuzulu. After 
all the charges laid against him, when his white enemies 
felt obliged at last to bring him to trial, instead of keeping 
him arbitrarily in confinement for the rest of his life, he has 
been found guilty only of the most trivia! offences in his 
indictment. One of those offences it is simply infamous to 
call a crimo at all. “ It is one,”  as Dr. Russel Wallace well 
says, “ which any of us would be ashamed of not having 
committed.” Ho gave shelter to men of his own race who 
were pursuod by their white oppressors. He did not invito 
them, but when they throw themselves upon his hospitality 
ho did not betray them to what is facetiously called 
“ justice.”  Certainly it was no part of his business, from 
any point of view, to act as an informer against his own 
countrymen in the interest of foreigners. Only the very 
basest of foreigners could possibly make that a crime. 
They might conceivably kill him in a moment of passion, 
but to bring him before a legal tribunal—their own tribunal 
—and find him guilty themselves of treasonable acts against 
themselves, and solemnly sentence him to a long term of 
incarceration in one of their prisons, is a prostitution of 
the law enhanced by the worst circumstances of contemptible 
hypocrisy. But the South African Christians lick their lips 
aud smile, and the British Christians countenance any 
wrong that thoir dear Christian brethren out there may 
commit. Ouo longs for the withering eloquence with which 
Buskin denounced tho baseness of the white Christians who 
shot and smothored unoffending aud unresisting Zulus for 
refusing to holp in hunting down their own fugitive king. 
England had better lose a dozen battleships than do these 
things or allow them to bo dono. They belong to tho
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category of unforgivable sins. They are worse than wicked 
—they are detestable.

When the news of the death of Shelley reached England, 
the good Christians congratulated themselves that few 
people had ever read his works—for most of them had no 
sale at all worth speaking of, and said to themselves, 
“  There’s an end of him! ”  Last week, in Sotheby’s sale­
room, £3,000 was given for three little notebooks containing 
matter in Shelley’s handwriting. “  How the whirligig of 
Time brings in its revenges.”

It is a habit with many Christian apologists to quote 
eulogistic references to Christianity from non-Christian 
writers of note. Very often such extracts, being ruthlessly 
torn out of their contexts, totally misrepresent the real 
views of their authors ; but even when no direct violence is 
done to their original purpose and connection, it is perfectly 
clear that they possess no evidential value whatsoever. 
There is scarcely any religion that has not got some good 
points; but to acknowledge the existence of such points 
does not even tend to establish the credibility of that religion 
as a whole. This point is utterly ignored by the Christian 
Evidence party.

A case in point is furnished by a sermon recently preached 
in Islington Chapel. London. The Rev. J. G. Henderson 
made several quotations from Freethinkers to prove that 
even such men admit the Divinity of the Christian religion. 
One was from Mr. Cotter Morison’s Service of Man, to the 
effect that “ the Christian doctrine has a power of culti­
vating and developing saintliness which has no equal in any 
other creed or philosophy.” The preacher was careful, 
however, not to be fair to Mr. Morison, who, after making 
the quoted admission, goes on to say : “ Although the self- 
devotion of saints is not only beyond question, but supremely 
beautiful and attractive, yet as a means of relieving human 
suffering and serving man in the widest sense, it is not to 
be compared for efficiency with Science.” Mr. Cotter Morison 
regarded Christianity as a colossal failure, and rejected it as 
fundamentally false and injurious. This is a fair sample of 
the unscrupulous character of pulpit quotations from Free- 
thought authors.

The Vicar of Plymouth told a Birmingham congregation 
that “ Satan spoiled the handiwork of God.”  That is to 
say, the Devil led the first man into sin. But Satan was 
once an unfallen angel—who led him into sin ? Who made 
him a devil ? If there is a God, the existence of evil, in 
angel or in man, is an indelible blot upon his character, an 
unanswerable argument against his moral perfection.

The Vicar ended his discourse by reminding his audience 
that there are two sad, terrible things of which a man can 
be guilty. The first is, “ to live year in and year out, to 
pass by the church door, and never come within tho House 
of God.” This is a fearfully black sin against heaven. But 
the second sin is more dreadful still, namely that of hearing 
the Gospel of Christ without believing it. “ That is of all 
things the worst.”  From a clergyman’s professional point 
of view, no sins could be greater ; but, from a common sense 
point of view the reverend gentleman’s teaching is indescrib­
ably absurd. If God exists, churches and ministers and 
preaching must bo an insufferable offence to him. It is only 
on the assumption that he does not exist that their 
existence is in the least degree intelligible.

Tho Catholic Time» is not satisfied with tho result of tho 
Italian elections. “ Taken all in all," it says, “  we must 
conclude that the General Election of Italy has been a fiasco 
as far as the Catholic body is concerned, for what is a 
paltry group of sixteen Catholics among five hundred and 
eighty deputies in tho Chambor ? ” Our contemporary does 
not see the moral of all this. It is very simple. The time 
has gone by for fighting political elections on religious 
grounds in civilised countries.

There is a Christian Democracy movomont in Italy, some­
thing like the New Theology Socialism in England, and no 
doubt just as logical. Its leader, Don Romolo Murri, a 
priest and also a Deputy, reckons himself a good Catholic, 
but he declines to submit to the Pope’s dictation in political 
matters; and as he is obstinate in this attitude the Holy 
Roman Inquisition has launched against him the greater 
excommunication. Ho is therefore cut off from the Church. 
Two or three hundred years ago this would have meant 
being cut off from tho earth. Now it is littlo but an idlo 
formula. Jove roars but ho has lost his thunderbolts.

Catholics allow no liberty whore they aro in tho majority. 
Even at Malta, which is a British possession, thoy object to

Protestant meetings being held. Where they are in 
minority they clamor for religious freedom. They have g 
it now in France, but they are discontented, for they use 
to rule the roost there, and they don’t like being equal 
“ infidels.” One result of this state of mind is that tW 
talk the most violent nonsense ; and we see that some of1 
has crossed over to England. The Catholic Times actual J 
has the impudence to say that “ attendance at Mass is1 
the eyes of the little despots who are in office 
serious crime,” and that females in the Post Office a 
dismissed “ on account of their religious opinio0®: 
Such is the foolish dust raised to blind Cat bo* 
readers to the true state of affairs. The late Postal stn 
in Paris turned almost exclusively on the question of Pro®0j 
tion. The system of seniority was supplanted by one 
part seniority and part merit, and the contention of * 
rank and file of the service was that the latter Ie® ^ 
favoritism. The last thing the strikers had in their mlB 
was freedom to attend Mass.

The Newcastle-on-Tyne Branch of the Lord’s Day 
vance Society held its annual meeting recently, with 
Rev. A. Phimister in the chair. This gentleman, if **e, . 
reported correctly in the local Evening Chronicle, st® , 
that the Sabbath was a divine gift, and ought to bo .j 
observed. It should be kept on the statute-book; 
should be made “ impossible for any one to plead tbs 
could not attend the house of God on tho Lord's  ̂ ,j
because no such day was given to him.” From wb>ck
is easy to see what the reverend gentleman’s interest i 
Sunday Observance. It is obviously professional. ¡, 
object is to get the people into the house of God—iu 
place of business he himself keeps a stall.

Dr. Straton, the Bishop of Newcastle, who sent a
apologising for his absence, said that “ he was co0V,ielj 
that complete rest on one day in the week was abso ‘ 
essential for man physically as well as for man spun ^  
and intellectually.” We quite agree with him as * e6. 
necessity of a day of rest. We beg to tell him that f 
thinkers believe in it quite as much as ho does. 1 ^ y  
Christian calumny that they want to abolish it- jjt
would rather have two Sundays a week than none. ŷ,
is perfectly clear that all men cannot rest on the sain6  ̂^ 
If they did, the clergy would have to stop preaebi » jj 
Sunday—and we all know what congregations they ,ay]

tget on other days of the week. Tho clergy work on o 
therefore some must work on that day—and tho ^  
includes thousands of persons in various departm0 fcStjnt*

of 1  
rest ! 
la*

human activity. Their labors make the general day 
a real boon to the majority. The minority must ^ 
some other day. This is provided for by the new . ¡fi 
“  infidel ” France. Businesses that cannot be c o90f tl>® 
Sunday, if the day is to be of any use to tho bulk ee 
population, must close on some other day. Evory c ¡̂4y'i 
iu every business in France is legally entitled to on o> 
complete rest in soven. If this is what the h*s ^ i )9 
Newcastle means, ho is on tho right track. If **e 
anything else, he is striving after moro Sabbatariani

_ ,«fo#1
A clergyman, wo see, has been lecturing 9n. j.j,0lec' 

Customs.” Quite an appropriate subject, of whip 
turer himself would servo as a first-class illustration-

The President of tho Wesleyan Conference says ^  t 
fundamental problem of the Church in London 1 fl o)‘ 
capture the children. Quite so. When peoP ° the0 * 
enough to understand Christianity it is too hi ^.^jy »  ̂
expect them to believe it. Under nine and over 
the most likely timos to get pooplo to accopt
doctrines. ____  >)

t Cao^il" Tho educated Greek mind,” says Mr. R- .)l0ritjp

tl®

mu uuucuti'u urieua. uituu, a n y a  --- fh
“ was absolutely independent of all outside au  ̂ ^  
accepted nothing on trust, as it woro, or because 
posed to bo the proper thing to do; it in<luire<: j;

into
. to~  > -n naive* »examined the facta of oxporienco with a certain i .^¡jjt ^

and curiosity which had in it no trace of fear or ro ^  of 
tho intellect thero was no forbidden ground 
and free. This was not tho caso when long fieig^y 
Christian Church as an organisation was at t j ¡o ^  
its temporal power, nor has it boen tho caso si , jo  ̂
thing like tho sarno full and unprejudiced ul!lU.u0jt geiv® en- 
main this statement expresses the truth, ®nd.. jj»0 vZf) 
illustrate what a blessing to tho world Christian J 
But Mr. Campboll is in error in implying tha ft0cl l p 
of opinion and expression enjoyed both in r\rc 
was suppressed when the Church was at the aVgS 
power. As a mattor of fact tho Christian P° . 0t I
up on tho suppression of tho freedom of op
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gainst it from the first, and when it possessed the temporal 
j.Te* ^ or>ly put into operation the spirit it had always mani- 
not6<̂ a§ree with Mr. Campbell when he says that wo have 
¡Ij yet recovered the ancient broad and liberal outlook on 
j-e’ . an<l add that we are not likely to do so while Chris- 

m'y retains any hold on society.

^ ..ben the history of Christianity is fully and impartially 
(list 6T-' suppression of mental freedom and consequent
„ f on °t the intellect will be counted as one of the 
beg st eyils of the last two thousand years. Much has 
stak ma^° °t the people killed in Christian prisons or at the 
en] e' The taste for verbal pyrotechnics has led orators to 

uPon this, and audiences to listen with profound 
for teSj- And yet it may well be that the killing of people 
SttiaH d|fference of opinion, bad as it was, was among the 
of a ^  °* ^kristianity’s misdeeds. For beyond the killing 
eXe , *?an there was the effect of the constant terrorism 
aP°Q tbi *be Church on mankind, the demoralising effect
eDce , - People of living in an environment where independ- 
°f cri 1 and honesty of expression were the gravest
b The effect of this, generation after generation, is
realiSp 8xac  ̂ computation, but of its gravity no one who 
‘Wbfc63 na ûre °f social evolution can have the least

hav0 V atI1Pf)ell says that “  ever since the Reformation we 
êarnin„eri B'owly throwing off our dogmatic prejudices and 
play ” our reason and our moral sense have free
that'tk fhaf is, on the whole quite true, it is also true
as « dogmatism of the New Theology is as cocksure and 

tary fo reason as that of the Pope of Rome ever was.

'n. fi10 Wesleyan Methodist Magazine asks the 
at n' " is it easy to preach ?” Judging from the number 
feel ¡n and the kind of men who achieve success, we 
! 0i?tB o fv iI  to answer in the affirmative. From some 
5s ¡n a V1cw, the religious preacher has always seemed to 
Pteachereilf*a^ e P08̂ *00, In the first pface, provided the 
°H ¡n jk r°frains from doing any serious thinking and keeps 
c0ngte ®'Orthodox rut, he is fairly certain to get on with his 
?0trietbit<!On' '*'n a course °f lectures an audienco looks for 
be&t 1,.. J uow; in a sermon the congregation expects to 
^fares'0 ° ^’ 8f°ry>” and if is only when the preacher
n ve nev 0n, Uew ground that his troubles commence. Wo 

kept 01 board °f a preacher who got into trouble because 
Pulpit, ¡n0tl i rePeab’n8 what had been said from the samo 

0j 110 same manner, for generations. Wo have 
a's rule r̂®achers getting into trouble who departed from 

i?a'Q Bubi” ,becondly. provided the preacher sticks to his 
* e csrta' Ct ®.od and a future lifo—he may proceed with 
.Pfo an «, °°nviction that he knows as mi

n. T 
lence.

. is, r0 nuseuce ot lacts is a serious disqualification. 
® t how i110 0Ver’ finite a mistake. Most lecturers must have 
(J^tQinu c?Uver»»ent to a discourse is the possession of facts 
¡.v̂ kinn .1Q subject under discussion. All the timo he

as much about either
” the n lnemher of his congregation. This is enough to 

C^ght thai°8̂  plenty of confidence. It is usually
f , * >s, an ahsence of facts is a serious disqualification.

ILha lift ,'c, --VAlOOUOQlWl-t. ill* UUO lUUIU uo 10
they „ . 8 oornpelled to keep those facts steadily in mind, 

distract his attention. Then when he is 
w®8 °f thc^ °,tlcally—let himself go, again the conscious- 
ch 5antly. fa<=ts is apt to pull him up sharply and un­
asked b every step in his discourse ho finds himself 
'»ell ’ and on S,Ub'iect concerning which definite knowledge 
tk flfornjgj " lllch any member of his audience may be as 
B cl?ieacher • ai' J0 ‘.8 himself. From all thoso distractions

e°h to v,; 8- laPpily freed. There is nothing to servo as 
a.*,- u °18 u m i o , ______¡3 F,afion to 0i Pagination, and nothing to enable the con- 

kinj ability t *bo brufh of his statements. All he needs 
be j , ' vondCf talk, and that is not so uncommon as to 

aken 1 fJecidedly it is easy to preach, and it mayoncbhx tie  e v i f l  ------ -  J  t *  xa uanj uu J j . x u u x , u u u  *w xxicxj

for aUenda f1*00 Providential design that tho average 
8beaiDg seems endowed with a marvellous capacity

0®Poakin •
oat̂  said th^f,n?,*nSbain> a f°w days ago, the Rev. J. H." of *uat “ tlm r>i---- 1. .. ... • . ,• ■ xi. _ 1 •___-x  1111 D_f n xi - — —  ■ ■  j  — —o -1 —  — — — -. — • — ■

■»fehof tho 1 10 Church of Christ lives by tho achiove- 
b-ky o i ^ t l e m i 088̂ - "  T*008 ? Lob us see. The
J
V. y ft* Kentlftjw. JL/UOS lb i US StJU. J.LI1

stot ^‘rtninyi8,11 copbiuued : “  Wo havo got to turn this 
(Sino Birtn?„a,m into a now Jerusalem.” Well, the 
1 a ccit„ greatoi ar? goes hack to tho Saxon period ; and 
¿fost lj.^knity. Parb of that long time it has been a Chris- 
,, aon * f e John *s Birmingham like to-day ? “  It
v} anu8 'owed n i,Uya.“ ’H ‘ V anity Fair ’ in modern sotting." 
0'Sghail b’air,’> description of tho condition of■4)

S i
. . .  ..........., ........................ ........

1,1 btethren ¡̂ at80n *8 allowed to indulge in by his

li »east a t w “ “ ?®  ot u,lri8t has boon in Bir-
6f t “ K lQgi tho rv bon,®and yoars; and yet, on Mr. Jowott’s 
Ck bl© bhe npi,; Urch of Christ in Birmingham has not 

addlo a °Vcmeet of tho impossible.” W’hat in-

The Baptist Times and Freeman affirms, and re-affirms 
after contradiction, that “  the daily reading of the Bible, 
both privately and in family devotions, has enormously 
declined in Christian homes.” This means that the pro­
duction of saints is greatly on the decrease, that the old- 
fashioned piety is dying out, that Christianity itself is 
becoming extinct. The Freethinker has been saying the 
same thing for years, and has been called a godless liar for 
its pains. Now, the defenders of the faith are saying it, 
because the fact can no longer be concealed.

A gentleman said in the presence of a parson : “ I don’t 
believe that Jesus was born of a virgin, that he performed 
miracles, that his death was an atonement to God, and that 
he rose from the dead.” “ My dear sir," replied the parson, 
“ what you lack is faith. These subjects are too sacred for 
argumentation, too exalted to be reasoned about. Rebuke 
your haughty intellect, my friend, and humbly pray for faith 
to believe.”  How characteristic of the man of God! The 
layman went his way a more confirmed unbeliever than 
before.

A well-known, eloquent, melodramatic preacher entered 
the Temple Library in London. Outside he noticed a band 
of Hindoos. In the library itself half the students at work 
were Hindoos, with keen, sharp, clear faces, as though their 
bodies were the chaste, drilled ministers of their minds. He 
was taken into a hall where a large number of men were 
taking their examination for the Bar, and thickly dotted 
among them were Hindoos, intent upon honor and place. 
Turning to his companion, the great preacher remarked upon 
the nearness of the kingdom of Christ, and sang in his heart, 
“ Come, thou long-expected Jesus,” feeling that perhaps he 
had been looking upon the dawn of his salvation. Such is 
the unreasoning, sentimental, mawkish faith of a Christian 
minister, as if the mere contact with Western culture were 
sufficient to convert educated Asiatics to Christianity, and 
when it is well known that modern culture is demolishing 
Christianity in the West itself. No, the world is not coming 
to Christ.

Christian Missions all boast, and the Central Hall Mission 
at Manchester is no exception. What is certain about it is 
that it draws a lot of low-class people (in the worst sense of 
the words) to the Hall in Oldham-street. We have seen 
them going in, after marching through tho streets, and they 
seemed to us below even the Salvation Army mob. What 
is uncertain is the good this Mission does. Reading its 
reports and appeals, you might imagine it had succeeded in 
converting tens of thousands of the riff-raff of Manchester, 
and fairly driven drunkenness, gambling, and prostitution 
out of the city. But if you inquired on the spot you would 
find it had done nothing of the kind. It does not even 
“ provide beds and meals for the poor and destitute,” as it is 
supposed to by subscribers to its funds. It acts exactly like 
the Salvation Army. It gives the 11 poor and destitute ” a 
bed for sixpence, and a dinner for sixpence. If they haven’t 
got the sixpence they can go to Sheol.

There is a “ Brotherhood For God” at 21 Finsbury Circus, 
Loudon, E.C., particulars of which may be obtained from 
“ the Brother-in-Chargc.” A correspondent tells U3 it looks 
like a fairly nourishing affair. According to one of its 
leaflets, it started in 1907. A few men, who were acquain­
ted with each other through travelling together by train, 
made “  an appointment with Almighty God ” on a certain 
day. They “ met in secret, and secured themselves in such 
a manner as to prevent all interruption and overlooking.” 
Then thoy each “ prayed aloud to God ” and “ waited.”  In 
a few minutes, one of them “ became in a semi-conscious 
condition ” and “ gave expression to such things as were 
quite unnsual to him.” He received “ what have since 
beon proved to bo prophetic messages." On this basis tho 
Brotherhood began business. It is an old story retold, and 
it shows how rampant tho spirit of suporstition still is. No 
wonder tho bulk of the people are easily bamboozled.

To-day, nearly all the Sunday-schools in Christendom are 
considering the resurrection of Jesus Christ, and. judging 
by the preparatory literature that has been in circulation, 
tho scholars will bo told the oft-exposed and shattered lie 
that tho Resurrection is “  tho sanction for Christian ethics.” 
Christian ethics is non-existent, except on the pages of the 
four Gospels—as non-existent as tho Resurrection that sanc­
tions it. Such is tho falsehood actually embodied in tho 
words within quotation marks. But tho lie intended is of a 
much more mischiovous character. What will be impressed 
upon tho youthful minds is that, if man is not to livo for 
over, it is tho shoorost waste of time either to talk or even 
to think about morality. A more damnable lie than this was
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never uttered, and it accounts for the low moral tone of 
Christendom.

Rev. E. Shillito is a clever man and a good writer. But in 
his eagerness to account for the lamentable failure of Chris­
tianity he uses language which implies shocking disrespect 
to the omnipotent Deity. “ The missionary cause,” he says, 
“ depends upon the wonder of Divine Grace on the one hand, 
and upon the mission and calling of the Church on the other. 
It is impossible if either is lost.” Because God does not 
accomplish anything apart from the Church, Mr. Shillito 
very naturally infers that he cannot. But has it never 
occurred to the reverend gentleman that there is another 
inference more natural still ? As there is no trace of God’s 
activity apart from the Church, and as his alleged activity in 
and through the Church is so utterly unworthy of his omni­
potence and love, is it not a logically and ethically irresistible 
inference that the belief in his existence is devoid of the 
slightest evidential support ?

The Rev. E. Shillito says the element of romance is 
returning to Christianity from the Foreign Mission field. 
We quite agree. We have long been convinced that little 
but romance does come back from the mission field, and that 
as works of imagination missionary reports deserve to take 
a high place in English literature.

Referring to the recent revolution in Turkey, the Rev. J. H. 
Jowett says, “ by pacific means and by marvellous sagacity 
and self-restraint, this Bastille of a country becomes a home 
of freedom, and songs ascend instead of sighs, and a revolu­
tion has been effected unparalleled in the history of the 
world.” There is one thing Mr. Jowett omits to point out 
to his readers, namley, that the people who effected this 
peaceful and marvellous revolution were not Christians. 
The Japanese governing class, too, effected an equally 
peaceful revolution when it surrendered its long-held privi­
leges for the good of the country. Had either of these 
people been Christian, bloodshed would have been the order 
of the day—and night. Christian Russia is a case in point.

Sabbatarianism seems in a bad way in Kalgoorlie, West 
Australia. The Rev. John Benkers says that some time 
back all the Churches united in an attempt to protect the 
community from the “ Continental Sunday.” Every effort 
was made, without success, and now Sunday amusements 
are in full swing. Mr. Benkers writes: “ The combined 
places of amusement can accommodate close upon 10,000 
people, and as a rule they are full on Sunday nights just 
when the churches are open. Cricket matches are on every 
Sunday morning and Sunday afternoon, and these things 
make our work very difficult.” We quite appreciate Mr. 
Benkers’ difficulty. While people can go elsewhere they are 
not likely, under ordinary circumstances, to go to church. 
The reverend gentleman is suffering from the prevalence of 
free trade in amusements, and he runs a concern that can 
only flourish under the most rigid protection. Poor fellow !

Henry Lacey, of 126 St. Paul’s-road, Balsall Heath, 
Birmingham, was secretary of the P. S. A. carried on at the 
Sparkhill Primitive Methodist Church, Stratford-road. Being 
charged with embezzlement of the P. S. A. funds, he pleaded 
guilty and asked to bo dealt with as leniently as possible. 
He was committed for trial to the next Worcester Assizes. 
There is no particular moral, except that godly men some­
times go wrong.

Jack Johnson, the black pugilist, had a tremendous recep­
tion on arriving at Now York from Melbourne, where he 
beat Tommy Burns. According to one nowspaper telegram, 
his reception when driving down Broadway almost equalled 
the ovation accorded to Admiral Dewey on his return from 
sinking the Spanish ships at Manila. Wo understand that 
New York is a Christian city, and subscribes a good doal of 
money for the conversion of the “ heathen.”

Mr. Reador HarriB, K.C., has joined the majority. There 
is a proverb which recommends us to speak no ill of the 
dead. Wo will not, therefore, describe the deceased gentle­
man as a champion liar. Wo will only say that he had a 
most creative imagination. Ho fancied that he had once 
been an Atheist, he fancied that he know the leaders of 
Freethought, ho fancied that God had rescued him from the 
slough of “ infidolity,” ho oven fancied that the Lord heard 
his prayers and obliged him by striking Bradlaugh ill so 
that ho could not fulfil his engagement to lecture in Bristol. 
When it was pointed out to this pious and preaching lawyer 
that ho was mistaken in all those fancios, ho did not correct 
them ; ho merely laid low for $ little while, and thon went

on repeating them. But then he loved the Lord JeS° 
Christ, and to him that loveth much much shall be forgW®' 
A few inaccuracies don’t count—when they only apply * 
“ infidels.”

Lies seem bound to win all the Marathon races if thjtf 
only get a little start. Obituary notices of the late JJ,' 
Reader Harris, K.C., state that he was once “ an ague*®

Welecturer.” We asked “ when and where ?” during 
Reader Harris’s lifetime—and never got an answer, 
suppose it is useless to ask the question again now that 
is dead. The falsehood has taken permanent rank a9 
Christian truth.

bVChristians do get hold of some odd notions. We se° J 
the Melbourne Hall Magazine, Leicester, that there u 
been a Self-Denial Week on behalf of the Baptist Missio0̂  
Society, and some of the incidents related are, to say “ 
least of them, curious. One young lady had only 4s. at .. 
end of the week for the fund, so she studied how to ma*. 0 
more, and “ prayed for guidance in the matter.” As 8 
prayed—with her eyes open that time 1—she looked do 

saw half a sovereign lying on the pavement,” 'Til »and ---- ------- -------------- D_ -j—a --------- r----------- -
she “ took as a special gift, and put it into her envelop ,, 
This is a nice way of appropriating money for the u 
No thought of the person who dropped the half-sovere'Sj 
It might have been a widow’s all, or the last coin that s  ̂
between an unemployed workman and destitution.  ̂
what did that matter ? The Lord got it. And his 
aries spent it on saving the heathen.

, ]jy
The Ecclesiastical Commissioners, who are appoint® 

the State to deal with a relatively small portion 0. ,y. 
revenues of the Church of England, have issued their S> 
first report, which shows that they hold no less 1 \ 
¿£23,595,710—¿£11,048,906 in Government securities 
¿£12,546,804 in cash. How the Christian religion has g0̂  
financially since its first cashier “ sold ” the whole con 
for some ¿£3 15s.

Mr. John Kershaw, F.R.C.S., of St. Anno's-on-tke 
Lancashire, who died on the fourteenth of February ( 
left estate of the gross value of ¿£79,195. Over £50, ^ , 
this was devoted by his will to the establishment ^  
hospital in the town of Royton, with the 
conditions:— .fjr

“  I desire that any such hospital and infirmary maJ t̂ po 
as practicable be free and open to all applicants, and j of 
inquiry be made in any case as to the religious b 
applicants or whether they attend the services of any ji
or chapel, also that no clergyman or minister of r ĝ ci»lisi
any Socialist or person known to hold or profess B0^ ¡f
opinions be at any time a trustee, diiector, or ma° 
the said hospital and infirmary.”  ^  jo

The deceased doctor appears to have objected ei)l,a 
clergymen and Socialists. Perhaps ho thought tn» ^ to 
were too fond of running togother. And there does » 
be some reason for his belief.

Mr. A. B. Moss brought forward his motion on 
berwell Borough Council for the removal of * 
Chronicle from the Free Library tables, as having 
the Christmas poem which was found so objection®“
quoted in the Freethinker. Of course tho motic° 5ioS
tho mechanical majority voted it down without a 
One pious membor, howover, had the audacity iVl(1yt9

at

it was not the quotation, but the Freethinker c0®® !.
---------  of fact-

only P
it, that had been objected to. As a matter 
comment we made was the observation that , 
equal to theso things.” That was absolutely all. •‘■u ^  
berwell Borough Council bigots, therefore, undorsta 
as well as they do decorcy.____ .

• C olA»
The Camberwell Times says that tho Libraries 

ought to have tho power to fix somo limit to “ the  ̂
ephemeral publications.” “ Ephomoral ”  is P
Freethinker is nearly thirty years old. But P°r 
Camberwell anciont needs a dictionary.

A
The Daily Mail reportod on April 1 that a 

so at a Barnstaple revival sorvico that she d‘sl° L,
jaw and was takon in an ambulance to tho infir® °
revivalist’s jaw should have been troatod at the in“

Can tho Infinito bo supposed to shift tho 
tho ultimato dostiuy of any croatod thing to the  ̂ fl' 
theologians protend that it can. I doubt.— W1 
Holmes.
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements
Sunday, April 11, St. James’s Hall, Great Portland-street, W .; 

at 7.30, “  If Christ Be Not Risen.”

April 18, 25, St. James’s Hall, London. 
M&y 2, Liverpool ; 9, Aberdare.

To Correspondents.
i," L loyd’ s L ecture E ngagements.—April 25, Greenwich.

Hp P rebident’ s H onorarium F und : Annual Subscriptions.— 
reviously acknowldeged, £165 12s. Received since. — 

./•aid Mrs. James Neato, £ 1 ; James Baker, 2s. 6d. ; A. E. 
^addox, £ i ; l . Himmell, 5s.; J. Wilson, 2s. 6d. : R. D. 

R°ooular, £1 ; w . Ainsworth, £1; J. P „ 7s. 6d. 
it ATES — should be glad to see more activity in Wigan, but 
i, ls.n°t possible to take the initiative in London. The local 

jj â'Rts ” must move.
Wer “ esderson.—You wish you were a Carnegie, for if you 
hn e Jou would help us along financially and “ make things 

We believe you would.
bef C8NER'—We note your hope to send more Easter Eggs 
yea°’e APril- You oontR obtain the numbers of last
y j r 1 freethinker from our publishing ofiice. They could be 
vnl,, UP ’n Moth for you at 3s. extra. We do not bind up 

A j  p103 for sale ourselves.
best A?MER'—Yke handiest, and for all useful purposes the 
in M e ,’on of Fitzgerald’s “ Omar Khayyam” is published 
ahouf iI?1'**an’s “  Golden Treasury Series ”  at 2s. 6d. Readers 
are nni J6 0n t*18*r guard against non-copyright editions, which 
after  ̂JePr>nts of the first edition issued in 1859. This was 
recô arc*a amplified and much improved. The little work we 
editiomen<̂  contains the full text of the first and fourth 

A, d ĵ 18’ an|P the various readings of the second and third. 
nes'a S mith  writes: “ As one who admires your earnest-
°°ntriRi ability in a cause which is dear to us both, I wish to 
hope ute my shilling towards the Easter Offerings Fund. I 
8trenu °U '¡na  ̂h® spared us many years yet to carry on your 

A, j} °us battle against Superstition and Reaction.”
1 every good wish ,for the future of thepr ',,®0RPS sends jj ^eet/‘inKer.’’

five v«11— Glad to hear from one who was a good Methodist 
PaDeiwu af>° anff would now sooner be without any other 

James N an the Freethinker.
R'ember1̂ ’ Y îe-president of the National Secular Society, and 
t̂ites • ii j  6 Rcsrd of Directors ol the Secular Society, Ltd., 

myself' *v, enc'oae annual subscription from Mrs. Neate and 
is nm i,° .. President’s Honorarium Fund. We are sorry itis * resident s nonorarium r unci. vve nre sorry it
rear>i,„iei  ^mes larger. We should like to see the full amount
• ii n  June thi8>'ear' ”re' ARRIa hopes all Freethinkers will deem it a pleasure 

- P nd 1 t0 onr grilling Month appeal.
seems to be clerical etiquette that one parson

*0

?̂ ouidLlPS— Ifc v„.w V.AAO____ — — :.y. wjthout saying-  not preach in another parson l • ^  law too. We
, fiy your leave.”  Bishop Gore says u  doe8n>t much
eavehim and Canon Henson tofigbt 't • Q d involved 

^ncern ua. Does it? If all. the mourning,
j  n ‘r Pfeach again in any parish we ft communicant
-.R-Iucmold writes ‘‘ Three years aS° . largely to your ® ‘be Church of England, but now. thank 1 *ad much 
7 «al, I am a Freethinker ; and. M bougb i  n ^  Unow of 
01 the best literature on both Bides of the quesu
bniWtlter9 more able than your staff. e8ent them withv£e strong heads, or we should have to prese t, “’gger hats. , .

HARRison.-Giad you and your workmates
(j TUctl benefit from reading the Freethinker.
t>. ¿ ..r 'MM0NE8-~ S°e ParaSraPb' Thanks. ^  cutting8.
R ‘ Lean.—Subscription passed over. . vou •• great

• ^ENcER._Glad our last week’s artioie> g correspondent P sasure.-i We have already answered another ” .mar Khawa-

1 have derived

layyam. Yours must be the early non-copyright

an— - - 3 t0 S-hiUinR MontU With continued and01I1S a n  . . O i iU l I I lg  i l l  O il III YV lu l l  C U IlU llllL ’a  UI1U

Actual ¿ preC'ation of your work, and thanks for many 
i». benefits received."Paniê  “t“ eni8 received.

■ d but' a r?,3,’ lb® 5.000 shillings would bo easily raised if all 
nttle. Thanks for good wishes. We would ratherl% t i 'R „-sunno nt tC / “ “" is  lor good wislies. wewou 

Geaiias! Ba t le r̂°nt than hanging round Aldershot.
E(v.j avo ii j qujte agre0 with you that tho Free

price, and I think all ought to give what theyord.”

Glabb I *or ' ’alued batch of cuttings.
Rodd , nt aa requested. Thanks.

‘ryino " r ;Ve found the longer winter after Christmas a bit 
p 0tle brokpî, ,^ePt tolerably well,

■ t>. gCo ecturing engagement.CRttiu„°„00̂ R .-W e
and always at work save for

Æ - i t will try to look into tho matter of the 
b̂i'nt lesa rabid piCVer Ba*e to trust even decent Christians, 

C. p Crs. Xha. u ,iatians, when they speak or write of Freo- 
y0llAT°n say8 . ,, 8 *or other enclosure, divided as desired. 
8biliî RPeal. r,  ̂ d° hope the rank and file will respond to 

°g.” rely there are thousands who could spare a

M other and D aughter (Birmingham).—A very pleasant form of 
acknowledgment. Special thanks to the daughter for her 
interesting and encouraging letter. What we long dreamt of 
is being realised. Freethought is taking hold of the half of the 
human race on which priests and priestcraft have chiefly 
depended. This is the most hopeful sign of the times.

M. R isgrose writes: “ My wife, whom I married a short time 
ago, introduced the Freethinker to me, and at first I was 
shocked to know she admired it so much, but on perusing it 
myself I fell in love with it also, and now read it most eagerly • 
every week. I thank you heartily for your work and the rich 
intellectual treats you give us. You always hit the nail, and it 
always goes home.”  We call this a manly letter—and we con­
gratulate the wife.

H. J. S harp.—We never heard of Stanley the traveller being an 
Atheist at one time. If he was, he kept it to himself.

G. R olefi s .—Thanks for cuttings, etc.
T. F linn .—Glad to hear that you and your wife, who have read 

the Freethinker for ten years, retain a warm place for us in 
your affections. The Christian Evidence speaker, called Baker, 
you heard at Barrow, and regard as a first-class liar, must 
belong to London. It is a recognisable description.

D. P. S weetland.—You would have to order the Truthseeker 
direct from its office, 62 Yesey-street, New York City. Annual 
subscription 3J dollars, post free.

N. B arnard.—We will see.
J. L azarnick hopes “  all Freethinkers will support the April 

fund,” and makes a suggestion which he will be written to 
about.

J ane Speirs .—Pleased to have y ou r  compliment and good wishes.
L etters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed 

to 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street.E.C.
Orders for literature should be sent to the Manager of the 

Pioneer Press, 2 Newoastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C., 
and not to the Editor.

T he Freethinker will be forwarded direot from the publishing 
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:—One year, 
10s. 6d .; half year, 5s. 3d.; three months, 2s. 8d.

Sugar Plums.
A capital beginning was made on Sunday night with Mr. 

Foote’s special course of lectures at the beautiful new St. 
James’s Hall in Great Portland-street. A good number of 
Freethinkers who were expected to be there were not there. 
Our appeal had made no impression upon them, and we note 
the fact and pass on. But many old familiar faces were 
present, and there was compensation for the absentees in 
the presence of a very large proportion of strangers—brought 
there, of course, by the extensive advertising—who were 
thoroughly interested in the lecture and joined heartily in 
the applause. As is customary now at Mr. Foote’s meetings, 
there was a most gratifying contingent of ladies, whose 
brighter attire and more animated faces gave a welcome 
touch of color and animation to the assembly. Mr. A. B. 
Moss occupied the chair, and in response to his invitation 
several members of the audience—two or three of them 
being ladies—put questions, which Mr. Foote, departing 
from his usual practice, answered seriatim. The large 
meeting eventually broke up in tbe best of tempers, and 
handshaking and congratulations went on for some time 
amongst the “  saints ” in the vestibule.

The advertising of the St. James's Hall meetings is being 
continued, but Easter Sunday is not generally a favorable 
date for large audiences, and wo therefore invite our friends 
to do all they can to counteract the possible slump of tho 
holiday season, which takes so many people out of town. 
Mr. Foote’s subject this evening (April 11) is entirely 
apposite—“ If Christ Be Not Risen.” The chair will bo 
takon by Mr. John T. Lloyd. We have to add that a com- 
potent musician has been engaged to play on the grand piano 
during the half-hour preceding tho lecture—from 7 till 7.30.

Mr, James Neato writes us : “ I paid my first visit to St. 
James's Hall last Sunday. What a grand place it i s ! 
Every Freethinker within ten miles should make it a 
special point to render your course of lectures a success. 
My wife and a lady friend and myself enjoyed your lecture 
very much, and wo intond to come to the whole course.”

“ Shilling Mouth ” subscriptions are not flowing in as 
freely as they ought to, or as we hoped they would. 
Perhaps a good many “ saints” mean to get in before'the 
month ends, and think there is no need to hurry. Well, we 
hope they won’t bo too late. It is not easy for us to add 
much to what wo have already said on this subject. We 
can’t say it this wook, anyhow. Wo will let a veteran 
Freethinker speak instead. Mr. F. Smallman, who sends us 
a hundred shillings, writes us a cordial, encouraging letter, 
from which wo venture to quote tho following sentences: 
“ I am glad to seo you aro ‘ at it again ’ in attempting to get 
a little more financial support from tho Frecthought party,
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on whose behalf yon have devoted all your best, and I am 
bound to say successful, life’s efforts ; and it would, in my 
opinion, be nothing short of disgrace if an adequate response 
were not made. Considering what every convert to Free- 
thought saves in the way of pew-rent, contributions to various 
church and chapel funds, the escape from which is simply im­
possible in the majority of cases, he will find great economy re­
sults from his change of views, and the least he can do when 
called upon in behalf of the cause he has adopted is to respond 
liberally—I won’t say to quite the same extent that he would 
have done under the old order of things. Though a person’s 
feelings and environment are, and must be, the sole arbiters 
in such a case, yet the consciousness of relief, a happy release 
from superstition, should powerfully prompt him to do what­
ever in him lies to assist as far as possible the emancipation 
of others. With this feeling paramount in his mind, no 
Freethinker worthy of the name could, I imagine, fail to 
respond to your eloquent appeal; and I shall look forward 
to seeing at the end of the month that at least £200 has 
been subscribed.” This is a subscriber’s appeal to other 
potential subscribers, and it is good enough to hold the field 
this week.

The West Ham Branch holds a concert and dance on 
Saturday evening, April 17, in the Forest Gate Public 
(Small) Hall, Woodgrange-road. A capital program has 
been arranged, and all Freethinkers will be welcome. There 
will be no charge for admission. Proceedings start at 7.45.

The Wood Green Branch is holding regular Sunday even­
ing meetings indoors, but will soon be taking to “ the agita­
tion of the streets.”  Mr. E. Burke, a local speaker, lectured 
with much acceptance last Sunday evening on 11 Christianity, 
Insanity, and Science.” The Branch holds a “ Social ” and 
Dance on Good Friday at 5.30 p.m. Mr. Maclaren, an 
Australian Freethinker, lectures this evening (April 11) on 
“ Beconciling the Irreconcilable.”  We hear that the Branch 
finds a brisk demand for the Freethinker.

Now that Mr. Joseph Bates is acting (under the Secular 
Society, Ltd.) as Freethought propagandist an d organiser in 
Boston and the surrounding district, it is desirable that an 
effort should be made at Hull, Grimsby, and other towns 
within reasonable distance of Boston. We have therefore 
to ask “ saints ” in those places to communicate with the 
general secretary in London—Miss E. M. Vance, 2 New- 
castle-street, E.C.—who will advise them how they can 
assist in the work sought to bo done.

The Bethnal Green Branch starts its open-air work in 
Victoria Park on April 18 at 3.15 p.m., when the lecturer 
will be Mr. W. J. Kamsey. Mr. C. Cohen starts the Sunday 
evening meetings there on May 2. Local “ saints ” please 
note.

An effort has been going on for some time to re-form the 
forces of Freethought in Liverpool under the banner of the 
National Secular Society. All the causes, and personal 
occasions, of the old unhappy division have disappeared, and 
it is foolish to stand upon more inherited grievances. 
The N. S. S. Branch, which had been beaten about by a long 
succession of difficulties, has been wound up, and an entirely 
new Branch is being organised again in connection with the 
Alexandra Hall. The fifty-two members who have already 
joined the now Branch include “ saints ” on both sides. Wo 
do not intend to say a lot about this matter, but we earnestly 
appeal to all Secularists in Liverpool and tho district— 
where, by the way, the Freethinker has now a considerable 
circulation—to join in this effort of reconciliation and pro­
gress. It is no use talking about old troubles. Tho faces of 
those who really care for Freethought should bo set towards 
the future. The real business of the Liverpool Branch is to 
convert Liverpool to Freethought, and keeping a steady eye 
on that aim will bo the host safeguard of the new enterprise. 
Mr. Foote is going down to Liverpool to deliver two lectures 
on tho first Sunday in May, and he calls upon all loyal- 
hearted Freethinkers to rally round him—and peaco, and 
amity, and tho old flag—on that occasion. Moanwhilo tho 
interests of reunion are safo in the hands of Mr. John 
Hammond, tho Branch President, who is throwing himself 
heart and soul, as tho saying is, into the new movement. 
Veteran “ saints ” like Mr. John Ross and Mr. G. Roleffs are 
amongst the fifty-two—which wo hope will be a hundred by 
the end of May.

Tho National Socular Society's Annual Conferonco will be 
hold this year—on Whit-Sunday, as usual—at Liverpool. 
The business sessions, morning and afternoon, will take 
place in tho Alexandra Hall. Tho place of tho evening 
public meeting has not yot been fixed. There soems to be 
fresh difficulty in tho hiring of halls at Liverpool. But wo 
hope to make a satisfactory announcement next week.

The Lecturer in White.

At the month of the river Nile, where the shore ot 
Egypt touches the great Midland Sea, stands tbs 
port of Alexandria. Some 2,200 years ago, on k® 
mud-banks, Alexander the Great began the build®? 
of this city and called it by his own name. In ® 
early days it was four miles across, and fifteen nan® 
round. Two wide streets cut each other in the mid®0 
of the town. Temples, palaces, and villas gaV0 
grandeur to the roads. Citizens exercised in lar?0 
gymnasia. There was a vast theatre. In ® 
Museum was housed the most extensive library10 
the world. Here lecturers spoke to crowded audiences 
on philosophy, science, medicine, poetry, etc., an 
late in the history of Alexandria, one of the60 
lecturers was the celebrated lady, Hypatia, of who® 
we have an attractive portrait in Charles Kingsl0/  ° 
novel. The population was very mixed, includiBe 
Greeks, Jews, and Egyptians. Merchants f® 
Arabia and India, and ships from Rome and tB 
West brought a wonderful medley of languages, ®ea 
and religious customs to this seaside city. The i® 
citizens numbered at one time 300,000, and there 
as many more who were slaves. On one side 
Alexandria was a race-course ; on the opposite b1 ’ 
a necropolis. Fronting the ocean rose the fa®“ 
Pharos, a lighthouse 400 feet high. To-day a mod® 
lighthouse Btands on the same spot, and flings t 
rays of its revolving lamp twenty miles out to sea- 

In this city, about the year 200, a promin0̂  
lecturer was the Christian writer, Clement 
Alexandria. j

Clement was brought up in the faith of Greece 
Rome. To him, as a youth, Zeus was the Father 
Heaven ; Apollo was the lord of light and be® ,g 
He had learned the poems of Homer, and filled 
mind with scraps of learning from Plato and ° 
Greek philosophers. His mind was quick and
in drinking every sort of ideas. Having beco® ^ 
Christian, he travelled in Greece, Italy, and 9 
East, and then settled down in Alexandria a
preacher. So full are his works (the Stromata>^ 
Patchwork ; the Padagoguc, or Moral Instructor, 6 < 
of quotations from poets, philosophers and H* . 
Scriptures that one imagines he must have been t 
stantly running into the Museum to copy ^ 
extracts. Clement combined his Greek equip® 
with his Christian doctrines. Ho was not 0 jflir 
those narrow-minded snobs who thought every1' y  
was bad that was not Christian. He said phil°6 
was the work of Divine Providence. Tber0 ek® 
truth in the teaching of Plato and other wise ^ y 
just as a good nut is enclosed within a shell- 
had affirmed happiness to be obtainable by tho 
ledge of God and of the Divine Ideas of 911 ¡6e- 
Wisdom, etc. The Christian faith affirmed l®0 
“ Tho pure in heart shall see God.” The man M 
thus approximated to God was the Gnosti î g0i 
Knower. Tho Gnostic, said Clement, loves the  ̂0t 
for its own sake, and not-from fear of punish® ¡0 
hope of practical benefit or reward. “ ^  ^  
reverences God reverences himself.” On° ftrJy o' 
acknowledge tho superiority of Clement to ® 
his patristio colleagues. ¡p0

Clement possessed a gift for powerful desc ^  $0 
of Alexandrian social life. In his l e s s o n - b o 0 ^ 0t, 
Pcedagogue, he embraced tho full round of ®' ¿P  
and, in so doing, recorded vivid scenes from 0 „ fcb0 
porary experience. Ho spoke scornfully 0 ¿¡ca­
useless art of making pastry,” and saroa 
enumerated the sauces, rare poultry, oxponsiv0 , 
eto., that adorned the banquets. The S ^ 0 
seemed always surrounded with the hissing 00 j jit®' 
frying-pans. Such men (ho said with dre»0 1 ¿¡fli 
ralness) were nothing but jaw! Reco®®^ P  
water, he yet allowed a little wino at sUPPe j¡sli^ 
costly vessels and furniture he had a gr011 0¿
A cheap wooden bod, ho assertod, was as B g po 
sleep as a couch of ivory, and an earth en ' ^  o 
was fine enough for washing in. Chris rfnB
bring a silver foot-bath with him from heave

v
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annera were carefully regulated by the Instructor, 
eople, while dining, must not talk too loudly, or 
'stle to the waiters, or sneeze too explosively. He 

°Qld not allow the use of scents and ointments, 
_ °a"h ointment might be employed for medical 
Purposes. Beds must be plain, and not too soft. 

arple quilts were forbidden ; so were feather mat- 
80es. He had an objection to colored clothes, 

P.ecially to Indian silks; and he recommended 
a That is why I assume he himself lectured in 
Rold £e ®own* Shoes or sandals must be white; 
Vo,a ornaments and gems on the footwear were 
o, oed- Precious stones
d e m e n t burst out at

were not permitted, and 
the pearls worn by vain

w°toen
1 The wretched creatures are not ashamed at having 

estowed the greatest pains upon this little oyster, when 
Uey might adorn themselves with the sacred jewel, the 
°ro of God, whom the Scripture has somowhere called 

^  Pearl, the pure and pellucid Jesus.”
SW  a ŝo he admonished, and he scolded all who 
8im j ^he chin, or dyed grey locks. He advised the 
gc?F,® hfe of the barbaric Germans, or of the 
hated ̂  noma^s who lived in caravan-waggons and 
of Uxury. The headings of Clement’s manual 
hop ,^nohte were such as these,—Clothes ; Ear- 

Painting the face ; the Model Maiden; 
Q0in e®entj8 and associates ; Publio spectacles
^he E y ,es. church; Kiss of charity; Government of 
tood Certain counsels were so candid that the 

translators veil them in Latin. The Chris- 
- arches would appear to have been popularly> d e d and certain disorders had crept into church

theb f̂'r̂ ’ Clement earnestly advised women to cover 
^orsl 'aC0S a^ through the service; and, when the 
« . t ? “  left the meeting-place, they were begged 
part;g° gr hute-playing, dancing, and wine-
ages s‘. tt is manifest that Clement was what, later 
8irjc a a Puritan, both in his sourness and in his 
Be ij 6 hatred of what was coarse and effeminate, 
o r "  e a' BewV11 a cifcy which was a sort of London, Paris, 
Varir.  ̂ -̂°rk of his time, and Clement, like a Father 

illec 
Society.

Vau^ oi Ois time, and Clement, like a Father
idl6QQ aD’ lelt called upon to denounce the vice and
Drrn! 8 0 f  S o o i f l l y  U in  P n v ifr ,t ,!o r v , m nfl o v n n ftfirti.Q - j . His Puritanism was a reaction
feet j,t ln^ulgence and luxury. The Gnostic, or Per 
PtaiseTo °,£ Clement was narrow, but worthy,—ho 
he js ,when he tills the field or sails the seaVX7c.ll , vixia WUO 11U1U UL COlUO U11U OCOI f
P° oaths  ̂Qase.̂  with all that happens ; ho takes 
te''0Ves affirmation ; ho owes no grudges,

fV 08 and encourages the aillicted, and so on.
Bet» a,ve made some search in Clement s writings o 

ia his attitude towards the slaves and 
- 0tW ~ ia 8s. We have noted that this class com- 

the population of Alexandria. I ho no 
G'ement has anything specific to say o 

at all. The Christians he speaks ory. -** .o bft iv. *-! '
Wav if ln, Fairly good circumstances ; and, from 
^rniture o£ ahluence 1Q food, dress,

—Portable social circles.
in the samo sphere 

esU8, whose associates
Element —  ‘

it looks as if he himself moved in 
In that case he did not 

sphere of thought and feeling as 
were proletarian. Perhaps

who 
District to

+. atnhled the Evangelicals of to-day 
H0j;„ .Wl*'£orian(l and the Lake Distric

Fetsona g,11? ? 85 Conventions, and aro quite earnest. *Q then». I:—:,. , . , wigvJ
__ it  regard the‘Qwo ln t£ieir limits, hut are ap ^ aQ eve0. êi brethren of the working-classes

Patronage rather than fraternity.
4 W ment has nothing to say on politics.

governed ? What sort ot 
tow^ 8? What was the sanitary o ■-~  tQ con.

things it was not his I

an eye

How was 
men were its 

i was the sanitary condition of the 
ings it was not his provinoe to com 

had'ie Conrse> he lived under the Roman Empire. 
An 8Ven ft8tp.°Wer P° criticise the government than 

tbo ea l D̂ Q UD(ler Lord Morley’s rule in India. 
Xu. Christians livoJ in •» miminno world

8* Such
Of

h,

‘Q0e. vy“ y Ghristians lived in a religious «unu 
r̂ ifical s,e,-have nothing to learn from them on 
j te0ks ana t?^8* can learn far more from the 
®8ni„- - Romans whom tho Christiansas heati 'u° wuotn lD0 t-inriBCians usually

Bw °f °otlQnJn ££le Philosophy of Clement is his 
^ists on °D ££l° oarhhly future. To us modern 

0 °f the most inspiring ideas is the

idea of posterity. To serve posterity is a living part 
of our politics and ethics. To Clement and the 
other early Christians this motive did not appeal. 
The world was soon to close its history. The Son 
of Man would appear on the clouds, and sit in judg­
ment on all the nations of the earth. It is different 
with us. I heard a man at a publio assembly sneer- 
ingly ask the other day, “ What has posterity done 
for me ?” His hearers ignorantly laughed. That 
laughter is in a great measure the moral attitude of 
a considerable proportion of the public. It is a 
mean attitude. We are ourselves a posterity. Ill 
would it have fared with us if our fathers had not 
taken thought for the future, and made many a rough 
place smooth, and pioneered the way to many a 
liberty. Let us reverence the labors of the past for 
its posterity. Let us raise the dignity of the civic 
and industrial life of the present. It is the highest 
maxim of the Religion of Humanity to “ live for 
others.” By others we mean both the men and 
women of the public now living, and of the posterity 
that will succeed us in our citizenship.

F. J. Gould.

Facing the Enemy.

W hen , three months or so ago, I wrote an article 
for this journal entitled “ Watching the Enemy,” I 
did not think that I should be called upon so soon to 
face the enemy in open warfare. I had said, how­
ever, that the Moderates on Camberwell Council 
had been on the look-out, ever since they had been 
returned, to see if they could find anything in the 
columns of the Freethinker to which they could take 
serious objection; indeed, they had given evidence, 
very early in their career as members, that they had 
a positive dislike to such an outspoken journal as the 
Freethinker being allowed to have a place on the 
tables of our Pnblio Libraries. Nevertheless, on the 
evening of the 18th January, when I attended 
the Libraries Committee in the usual way, I was 
rather startled to find that there was a motion down 
on the paper of business for the exclusion of the 
Freethinker from the Dulwich Library. At first I 
wondered who could have been the author of the 
offending article, and imagined that perhaps I had 
said something in my article that had offended the 
tender susceptibilities of some of the more bigoted 
members of that body. Soon, however, I learned 
that it was not I who was the offender, but the 
Editor of tho Freethinker himself, who had had the 
audacity to criticise a Christian poem that had 
appeared in the Daily Chronicle on Christmas Eve of 
last year. The offending paragraph was pointed out 
to me by a pious member, who professed to be very 
much shocked at i t ; and he failed to be impressed 
when I told him that the offending words were a 
quotation from the Daily Chronicle, and that the 
Editor of the Freethinker had merely said that the 
so-called poem was poor stuff from a literary point 
of view, and as for its taste—“ well, well! only piety 
is equal to these things.”

At length the motion for exclusion was reached, 
and it was really very interesting to me to hear the 
speeches denouncing the Freethinker for calling atten­
tion to the objectionable line in the poem of the 
Daily Chronicle. As one after the other the pious 
members got up and gave vent to their bigotry in 
speeches of the most vehement character, I could 
not help thinking that the old spirit of religious per­
secution was very far from dead, and required but a 
little of the old enthusiasm to kindle the smouldering 
fire into a great flame. One member, who is not 
only a religious zealot, but is regarded by many as a 
sort of political Don Quixote, said that if be had seen 
the objectionable line in the Daily Chronicle he cer­
tainly would have moved for the exclusion of that 
journal as well as tho Freethinker—a remark, how­
ever, that did not meet with the approval of certain 
Progressive members of the Libraries Committee,
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■who are staunch Liberals in politics, hut narrow­
minded to a deplorable degree in religion. In reply 
I made a strong speech, in which I declared that the 
Freethinker was a pure publication; that if it was 
excluded from the Dulwich Library it would only be 
a logical step to exclude the works of Darwin, 
Huxley, Tyndall, Spencer, or the poems of Shakes­
peare, Shelley, Byron, Burns, and others ; and that 
if the members were determined to show their 
bigotry, I might he driven into the position of asking 
for the exclusion of the Holy Bible, on the ground 
that it contained some passages that were so shock­
ingly indecent that no self-respecting father would 
read them to his children and no clergyman dare 
read from the pulpit. I noticed that the Church of 
England clergyman member of the Committee winced 
a bit when I made this statement. However, when 
the matter was put to the vote, the exclusion of the 
Freethinker from the Dulwich Library was carried, 
two members only holding up their hands against 
the motion.

When I remonstrated with one of my progressive 
friends for not holding up his hand against such a 
motion, he merely said that he did not vote on the 
question one way or the other—which, apparently, 
he thought was a negative way of rendering me some 
assistance.

Having succeeded in carrying their motion in 
respect to “ the Dulwich Library,” one Councillor 
offended me to the quick by describing the Free­
thinker as a journal somewhat after the character of 
the Pink’un, and then moving that it be excluded 
from all the libraries simultaneously. This I pre­
vented by pointing out that there had been no com­
plaints from any of the other libraries, and that un­
less a notice of motion was given for the exclusion 
from other libraries such a proceeding would be out 
of order. For a fortnight, therefore, the matter re­
mained in abeyance ; but at the following meeting of 
“  the Libraries’ Committee ” Councillor George Scott, 
whom I described asa “ Publican by trade, a Christian 
by profession, and, according to the Christian philo­
sophy, a sinner by heredity,” duly came forward with 
his motion to exclude the Freethinker from all the 
Camberwell Libraries—six in number. Councillor 
George Scott is a genial sort of fellow in his way, 
but as he is a professed Christian I suppose he 
thought he ought to do something in the way of 
upholding the faith that was in him, and he thought 
he could do nothing better than getting a wickedly 
heretical paper like the Freethinker excluded from all 
our Libraries. He confessed that he knew nothing 
of the paper himself, that he never saw the paper 
until the particular paragraph in question had been 
shown to him ; but ho said, with an air of supreme 
satisfaction, that if that journal was not fit to be on 
the table of one library it was not fit to be on any— 
a conclusion which no sane person would be disposed 
to dispute if you once granted the little word “ i f ” 
and all that it implied.

The motion was accordingly put, and, though a 
few Progressives hold up their hands against it, the 
motion was carried with a large majority. When I 
got home that night I got out my copy of the Bible 
Handbook, by G. W. Foote and W. P. Ball, and wrote 
out a long list of chapters and verses of passages 
from “ the authorised English version of the Holy 
Bible ”—from the New Testament as well as the 
Old—and sent in a motion for the exclusion of the 
Bible from all our libraries, on the ground that such 
passages were either indecent, immoral, or obscene, 
and that in its present unexpurgated condition the 
reading of it was calculated to corrupt and demoralise 
all who read it—old and young alike. When I sent 
this motion I knew it would produce a sort of con­
sternation among the officials, and I could, in imagi­
nation, see the Town Clerk sending for a copy of the 
Bible to see if there was any ground for my motion, 
and verifying, ono after the other, all my references. 
In a few days I received a courteous letter from the 
Town Clerk saying that he had no feeling in the 
matter, but that ho could not put down such a 
motion on the Agenda without first of all bringing

the matter before the Libraries’ Committee, and 
getting their sanction for putting down all the refer­
ences to these passages on the paper of business' 
This, I thought, as I reflected upon that letter, this 
undoubtedly is what Shakespeare calls “ a hit. 8 
palpable hit and Christians will learn in tiffi® 
that they cannot strike the Freethinker without 
expecting some very cutting retorts by way of reply' 

In another article I will give the sequel to this 
motion, and some further details of the fight f®r 
justice and fairplay for all controversial journals 1° 
the Libraries of Camberwell. Aetiioe b _ MoSS.

“  The Ultimate Potentiality.”

Some call it “ God,” some call it the “ ImmaneI1 
God,” some call it “ the Infinite,” some “ the Ab6“ 
lute,” some “  the Great First Cause,” and others 08 
it the “  Ultimate Potentiality.” What is that 
which men apply these names ? Some declare a , 
a “ person,” man-like, but far superior to any m»®' 
others say a being, but not anthropomorphous ; 30 . 
say “ Being,” with a big B, but not a person. & 
all mean, if I understand them at all, the p0̂ , 
which was immanent in, or existed above or beh*D ’ 
the chaotic, unmoving matter of the cosmos bei 
it became an orderly, active universe, as it app08 
to us now.

These appellations are used by people who 
trying to account for “ the beginning ” of all tbi°jhj 
but who base all of their theories upon one f® ̂  
error which they never so much as suspicion to 
an error. They begin by assuming that there ?  ̂
was a “ beginning ” of the cosmos. And they Q[ 
see that they in this way account for the or,'8{J*9jj 
but one half of the cosmos even if their bypoty  ̂
be true ; for they fail to aocount for the orig'lLj. 
“ God,” of the “ First Great Cause,” or of the “ 
mate Potentiality.” , J

It is just as difficult to conceive of a “ pel1 Jg 
personal or impersonal, existing without a begin 
as it is to conceive of the universe itself being 6 
nally self-existent. But we have no evidence 
ever that there ever was a time when the 
did not exist, or that there ever will be a time e 
it will cease to exist. Therefore the preponder ^  
of probability, to say the least, is in favor 0 jjy 
hypothesis that the universe as a whole is o&er 
self-existent—beginningless and endless.

Another error, closely allied to this chief one 
referred to, is that of assuming that the tbingSj 0rS, 
stituting the world are of two distinct 0 
“ causes ” and “  effects,” and that the laf 0 in­
dependent upon the former, while “ causes ” a jd 
dependent. The truth is, there is no suoh

a cause of other effects. W h oth er "nv

The truth is, there is no suoh 
nature. Every cause is itself an effect and ® .„g 
effect a cause of other effects. Whother any 
may be rightly called a cause or an effect deP.̂ gia cause or an 
entirely upon the relationship it holds to other w 
which we are considering. Here is a mill op^0f >s 
by electricity. It is said that the oleotrio 
the cause of the mill’s movements. Be it 60 ’ j  th0 
is also the effect of the dynamo’s movements, * 
mill’s movements are the causes of, say,
cut into lumber. As to whother a thing 13 
or an effect, then, depends wholly upon its r

c¡f
latí'oV

U1 UU ÜUÜLU, UUOU, UĈ DUUO VTUU11J U]JUU - . .„d  e <
ship to other things; it is not essentially an̂
sively a cause, but relatively both cause aD ^ep ' 
As wo trace back from offoot to cause, wo g° Ĉ 1 
step alternately from effeot to cause and fr° ^pi0® 
to effect forever—never reaching any causa „flfS1 
itself is not an effeot—never arriving at any 
cause,” “  great ” or small. :a d®.is

To my mind, it is self-evident that 
never was any “ Groat First Cause.’ ’ ssPit’
may believe about the existence of God ° r Fluatfl

■ ofhuman beings, wo are bound to think
ofcauses and effects in the endless chain  

evolution—because wo cannot conceive of 11
cause.
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In a recent pablio debate to whioh I listened, one 
(.̂ _PQ̂ nt based his argument for a personal God onthe personal

existence of that which he persisted in calling 
# ® “ Ultimate Potentiality,
(creator) as a necessary cause 
a • ' th0 orderly activity of nature, and 
8̂ UtnIng that in the “ star dust ” and chaotio sub- 
8 nne6a °f the cosmos prior to the birth of nebulcc, 
a 8> Planets, and the inhabitants of planets, existed 
p v^entiality that was at some time in the eternal 
^  called into activity by the will of a personality 
tnor 1  ̂ -a  ̂ op attributes of matter, mind, and
J^ ala~~all of the attributes of the highest man and 
c many others of which finite mind was in-

Pable of forming any conception. 
pa ,.6 oorrelation of moving matter as ultimate 
0r . 8 (“ atoms”), as inorganic bodies, as simple 
thint'10 C°HS> as complex plants and animals, as 
0ter ?onscI°us> moral man, maintains the 
« ̂  activity of the cosmos, for motion as well as
tint; . " Is Indestructible and impossible of “ dissi- 
pa;¡°n into vacuity.”
B0nal-f aSSl-cgate of cosmic forms embrace a per- 
or « q ^ 'which we may call the “ Supreme Being ” 
C(>Qce - ' We are b °un<I by the findings of science to 
to a -]lv® °f this being as the universe itself, or else 
Sun>v._ ^bat it (or “ he ” ) is not infinite. If thisPremeor jt. Personality is the cosmic aggregation,“ he” 
\ve both good and evil—both God and Devil—for 
catUr'  ® the same evidence of evil and malignancy in 

that we have of beneficence and goodness.
^>av ŝ’ "  Humanitarian Review," Los

^  Judge’s Tribute to Ingersoll.

i,onnU E Ŝar II. Sherman has published Recollections of a 
charjto“1 • trough Little, Brown and Co., of Boston. One 
&tnon r I® devoted to “ Distinguished Men I Have Met ”— 
telo\v being Colonel Ingersoll, of whom he writes as
the No 6 are indebted to our Freetliought contemporary, 

Ixj ^  w xork Truthseeker, for the extracts.]
th]iree Bntamer of 1880, Colonel Ingersoll was for nearlj 
bass B0°u” ls the Bass Rocks Hotel, near my cottage at 

i had 8i' ® oucester. I had met him casually before; 
know1) • “ card him lecture. During that Bummer I came 

C°Bsisted lt? an  ̂the whole family intimatoly. The family 
b^^Irs T ^ rs' I>drher (Mrs. Ingersoll’s mothor), Colonel 
f attell '/u “et80 î the two daughters, Eva and Maude, Mrs. 

i ? ’ hrgersoll’s sister), her husband, and theii

If16 c olonoi'10 ^°t01 to 806 the family almost every day, and 
5eat'y ao ,! with or without membors of the family, was 
l j h evetl£‘ en 011 “ 7 piazza.
’I'k 6 Eva ti W a happier family. From Mrs. Parker to the 

t J 'Were each and all seemed to enjoy life to the full 
hi n8ersoli "I111*10 popular at the hotel.
(v,S.views ofWas ? 8reat lover of nature and independent it 

rioted) • r,°hgiou, which he seldom intruded upon others 
1 ’mile the o f  Was a 8reat and lovable character. 
ihfabed Ut) ta  ̂Route trials were going on in Washingtc 

induced"»i* Colonel IngerBoll, who was of counsel.
“Sion . to0 to the ---Ji— - ------

t ..-yuced' -  ^“ »unei ingersoll, who was of counsol. H 
l0f “i°n, . f 10 to the presiding judge, a strong believer i 
B * the intermission tho judge invited me into hi P.‘d: ..x£s We tailed - . v _ ~  •’ ' 1-------..co .u u  m o  ju u g e  lu v ite u  m e  “ *1,0111
1 “ xvi ' ve talked about Colonel Ingersoll, tliô  juug

‘al I 1 learned that ho was to tako part in thi unhappy.S  f e *  3 ' i .  I regarded him as a blatant Infidi 
c°Utj. adrnirer Q| j ,°t the trial of the case I havo bocome 

I Jr°0tti than 01a' II® can bring more sunshine into
S » « ^  « » » • . *,UUI.  , —J man 1 ever saw.” 
í?yihH ti,,, encargo tho statement (says Judge
la-H anv £ b® has brought moro su n sh in o  i J man I evcr 8aw.°

Sherman) b 
into tho worl

So th^112 NlLE AND TIIE CREEDS.
And f i mcn change along my changeless stream, 
^ eet their faiths ; but I yield all alike 
And nur at°r £or thoir drinking, swoot as wine, 
i"or thirt SWe°t water for their lustral rites :
Outlast  ̂generations of my corn 
And thirl generation of my mon,
^atlaa(. y generations of my men 

generation of thoir gods.
— Jame* Thomson (“ R. V.")>

Shilling Month.

SECOND LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS
Figures after the names of subscribers indicate the number of 

shillings they send. No number means one shilling.
F. Smallman, 100; W. Turner, 2; W. Ainsworth, 20; F. H. H .; 
H. B .; E. W. Harrison and Workmates, 2 ; B. H. Rosetti; 
T. T. (Glasgow); W. H. Harris; A. D. Howell Smith; Arthur 
D. Hopps; A. Aldwinckle ; W. J. Conroy; J. R. Lickfold ; 
Donald McLean; W. Dodd, 10 ; John Sumner, 5 ; Geo. Gee, 
2 ; S. Newson, 2; H. Bromley; W. A. Yates, 2; R. D. 
Scoular, 6; Mother and Daughter, 21; Ed. Harvey, 5; R. 
Spencer ; D. Gillespie, 10 ; S. Holmes, 5 ; Three Cheltenham 
Admirers, 3; C. Heaton, 2 ; Kingsland Branch N. S. S., 21;
R. Daniel, 2 ; H. Graham, 5 ; E. Roberts, 5 ; C. Shepherd, 
8 ; E. C. Coonett, 2 ; E. L. G., 64; D. Glass; J. T. Griffiths, 
2 ; W. E. Bell; F. Allison, 2 ; F. Robbins ; J. F. Scott, 2 ;
S. Fellows, 24 ; Jane Speirs, 3 ; J. Lazarnick, 5 ; C. E. R .; 
W. Palmer; A. P., 5; N. Barnard, 2; N. Levey, 2; D. P. 
Sweetland, 24 ; J. Grandon, 21-; T. Flinn, 2 ; John Martin, 
5 ; F. W. Walsh; J. H. Ridgway ; P. Ridgway ; J. P .; R. 
Taylor, 2 ; J. and J. Steward, 4 ; G. T. Vincent, 5.

Correction: L. Himmell, 5, last week, was included in 
error.

East Anglian Notes.

“ Providence ” has been very unkind to me during the past 
week, the weather being simply abominable and effectually 
putting a stop to all outdoor work. Things cleared up 
somewhat though during the latter part and enabled me to 
break fresh ground at Kirton, where I delivered the first 
Freethought lecture. As was perhaps to be expected, I met 
with a mixed reception. It is an agricultural district, and 
the priest has a thorough grip on the people. I managed to 
get in about one hour's address on “ Science and the Bible,” 
after which I was continually interrupted by a dozen Chris­
tian bullies, who behaved in the usual manner and answered 
my arguments by singirg the latest pantomime songs mixed 
up with a few hymns, amongst which was the Doxology, 
“ Praise God from whom all blessings flow,” valiantly led by 
a half-drunken individual who, I afterwards learnt, had 
been in prison many times for various offences. Several 
members of the Boston Branch accompanied me, so there 
was no attempt at personal violence. I had a very success­
ful meeting this afternoon (Sunday, April 4) on Bargate 
Green, Boston. The weather being glorious a large crowd 
assembled, and were very appreciative. Next Thursday I 
am at Spalding—a very bigoted place. j 0SBPH Bates_

Wherever and whenever religious agencies succeed, it is 
rarely because of the driving-power of what is preached, 
but because the preacher’s gospel is glossed over or put in 
the background. We have popular services by the million, 
in which devices are used to attract the public which ought 
not to be necessary if their framers had any real message 
to declare. But they have not. Popular addresses rarely 
or never deal with tho fundamental problems of life. Tho 
last thing ono ever expects to hear in such addresses is a 
real living presentation of the beliefs the preacher pro­
fesses to hold. He makes passing allusion to them, of 
course—such as appeals to come to the Cross, and such­
like, but thoy generally sound unreal, and the pill has to bo 
sweetly sugarod. The ordinary way of preaching tho gospel 
is to avoid saying much about what the preacher believes 
tho Gospel to bo.—Rev. R. J. Campbell.

THE EVANGELIST.
Into our little burg ho rolls,

And sings old hymns to ragtime tunes,
And talks of men’s immortal souls 

As our fat grocer prates of prunes.
Ho talks of crowns and harps of gold 

As though ho had them in his trunk
Ho cords us up within tho fold 

With other piles of human junk.
And then ho takes his book and gong 

To othor towns that saving need ;
And ero has died away his song,

Wo ransomed sinners all stampodo 1
— Walt Mason in the “  Philistine.'
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S U N D A Y  LE C T U R E  NOTICES, eto.

Notices of Lectures, eto., must reach ns by first post on Tuesday 
and be marked “ Lecture Notioe,” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
St. J ames ' s H all (Great Portland-street, W.) . 7.30, G. W. 

Foote, “ If Christ Be Not Risen.”
W est H am B banch N . S. S. (Forest Gate Public (Lower) Hall, 

Woodgrange-road) : 7.30, F. A. Davies, “  The First Easter.”  
Selections by the Band before lecture.

W ood G reen B ranch N . S. S. (Alma Hall, 335 High-road, N ., 
three doors from Commerce-road) : 7, Mr. Maclaren, “  Recon­
ciling the Irreconcilable.”  Good Friday, Social and Dance. 
Tea at 5.30. Tickets, adults 9d., children 6d.

COUNTRY.
E dinburgh S ecular S ociety (Rooms, 12 Hill-square); 0.30, A. 

Davis, “  Peter Kropotkin : his Philosophy.”
L iverpool B ranch N . S. S. Alexandra Hall, Islington-square : 

7, H. Percy Ward, “ The Jerusalem Ghost: an Atheist’s 
Sermon.’

J oseph B ates ’ E ast A nglian M ission .
Boston: Bargate Green, Sunday, April 11, at 3, “ Modern 

Science and Traditional Myth.”
K ir t o n : Market Place, Tuesday, April 13, at 7.30, “ Death 1”
L incoln (near G. N . R. Station) : Easter Monday, April 12, 

at 3, “  Secularism and its Attitude towards a Future Existence.
S paldin g : Market Place, Thursday, April 15, at 3, “  The Birth 

and Death of God.”

PAMPHLETS by C. COHEN.

Foreign Missions, their Dangers and
Delusions ... ... ... ... 3d.

Full of facts and figures.

An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics ... 6d.
Principles of ethics, based on the doctrine of Evolution.

Evolution and Christianity ... ... 2d.
Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity.. Id.
Christianity and Social Ethics ... Id.
Pain and Providence ... ... ... Id.

T he P io n eer  P ress, 2 Newcastle-streot, Farringdon-street, E.C.

THE

MARTYRDOM OF HYPATIA;
OR, THE

DEATH OF THE CLASSICAL WORLD.

An Address delivered at Chicago by
M. M. MANGA SARI AN.

Will be forwarded, post free, for

THREE HALFPENCE.
T he Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastlo-streot, Farringdon-streot, E.C.FLOWERS «  FREETH0UGHT

By G. W . FOOTE.

First Berios, cloth • - . • 2a. 6d.
Beoond Berios, cloth • • • > 2 8 .  Gd.

Contains scores of entertaining and informing Essays and 
Articles on a great variety of Freethought topics.

BUSINESS CARDS.
Short advertisements are inserted under this heading at the rst® 
of 2s. per half inch and 3s. 6d. per inch. No advertise»61' 
under this heading can be less than 2s. or extend beyond on 

inch. Special terms for several continuous insertions.

CLOTHING.—Gents’ please send postcard for pajjj
terns and self-measurement forms and you 
find quality and price that will astound you.

will
We

make our own clothing at forty eight hours Per 
week and pay best rate of wages. Term s caŝ  
with order. Ge o . JEBSOP & SON, L t d ., ClothiOe 
Manufacturers, Batley, Yorkshire.

ECZEMO-CURA.—The Eczema Cure, guaranteed cure, P°°. 
free 1/3 & 2/-. B urden ’ s H eadache C ure.—A certain tvrei J 
minutes’ cure, for Headache, Neuralgia, etc., post freeW  
and 1/3. — S. B urden , Pharmacist, 30 Webb’s-road, 1 
Wandsworth, S.W, ^

16 GUINEA “ Polyplione ” and 8 20-in. tunes, all as 
perfect condition, £5 carriage forward. Well worth do» , 
Has penny in slot.—H. D a w s o n , Piano Warehouse, " 0 
Green, N.

The Useless Christ of the New Theology and 12 other t 
Secularist-Socialist pamphlets. All warranted to 
trouble when circulated amongst Christian Socia11 , 
Price Is. post free.— A. D y so n , 196 Bolton-road, Brad^

H. M. W.’s Wares Wear Where Wear’s Wanted. The PLj 
for a first class suit to measure is 27s. 6d., carriage P 
Patterns and self-measurement form sent to any add 
— H. M. W il s o n , 22 Northside-terrace, Bradford.

FREETHINKERS can rely on Quality and Finish in 111SU 
Suits. My designs are up-to-date and they are warran
wool. Send for samples and show them to an expert- ^  
self-measurement form sent with the patterns.—J- "•
28 Church-bank, Bradford.

FREETHOUGHT BADGES.—The new N. S. Eb Bad 
nishes an excellent method of introduction to Freetnp1 .y 
The design is the French Freethinkers emblem—a sing10 ̂  ¡j. 
flower—button shape, with strong pin. Price 2d., P, 
Reduction for 0 or more.—N. S. B. Secretary, 2 N0ff 
street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

DEFENCE OF FREE s p e e ^
BY

G. W, FOOTE,

Being a Three Hours’ Address to the Jury beforo the  ̂
Chief Justice of England, in answer to an Indictm 

for Blasphemy, on April 24, 1883.
With Special Preface and many Footnotes.

lo t1

Price FOURPENCE. Post free FlYEP

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle-street, F arrin gdon -9

I-TlOÎ*

V

A  N E W  (THE THIRD) ED
OF

FROM FICTION TO
By F. BONTE.

(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited)

REVISED AND ENLARGED- gf, 
SHOULD BE SCATTERED BROA°

PR
SIXTY-FO U R  PAGES. y,

ICE ONE PEN^

The Pioneer Press, 2 Nowcastlo-stroot, Farringdo"The Pioneer PnEBS, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.
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NOW READY,
NATURAL RELIGION

OB

THE SECRET OF ALL THE CREEDS.
BY

F. J. B.
an abbreviated rendering in English of the great work of Dupuis, L'Origine de tous les 

ultes, first published in 1794, from which Robert Taylor, Logan Mitchell, and other astro- 
mythical exponents of Christianity have so largely drawn. This little book thoroughly explains 

astronomical origin of Christianity, in a manner which everyone may easily understand, 
p, yiU be of the deepest interest to Freethinkers and an astonishing eye-opener to orthodox 

hristians. Its value is enhanced by the inclusion of three important plates from Dupuis, 
reproduced (with difficulty) on India paper, which will not break with folding.

Bound in Cloth. Price Two Shillings.
P o stag e  T w o pen ce  E x t e a .

THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.O.

GREAT REDUCTIONS.
Making Room for Fresh Stock.

INGERSOLL’S WORKS.
Wcfif3 *rom following list of catalogue prices are subject to a discount of 66$ per cent; in other 
read Pr!C0 under the present offer will be one third of the published price. This gives Freethinker
th f 8 an opportunity of making a cheap collection of Ingersoll’s Lectures and Essays, including several 

are not otherwise obtainable except in the expensive Dresden Edition. No order must be less than 
s*xpence. Postage, if sent by post, must be allowed for in remitting at tho rate of 2d. in the shilling.

cl 
Ga Christian Catechism...

A Wooden God 
^beeds and Spirituality
CuiMEs against Criminals 
Defence of Freethought
~° 1 Blaspheme ?
arrest Renan ... ••• rw Field®aith and Fact. Reply to Rev.
Rouse of Death ••• nB11T'8 __Keep
uioebsoll’s advice to 1 A,Uannaav-school 
T Children out of C hurch and Sunday 
h-iST Words on Suicide

live Topics . . .  -  A n 'A gnostic’stl-VllUiAGE AND DIVORCE. b. , Viow . . .
and Miracle 

uratxon on Lincoln 
Ration on the Gods 

^hation ON Voltaire

Th e  PIONEER

s.
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1

0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

Or a tio n  on W a l t  W h itm an  
R e p l y  to  Glad sto n e  
R ome or  R easo n  ?
Sh a k e s p e a r e  ...
So cia l  Sa l v a t io n  
Su p e r s t it io n  ...
T ak e  a  R oad  of Y our  Ow n  
T h e  T h r e e  P h il a n t h r o p ist s  
T h e  Ch r is t ia n  R e l ig io n  
T h e  D e v il  
T h e  D y in g  Cr e e d  
T h e  Gh o sts  ...
T h e  H o ly  B ib l e  
T he H o u seh o ld  of F a it h  
T he L im it s  of T o le r a t io n  
W h a t  is  R e l ig io n  ?
W h a t  m u st  W e  D o T o B e Sa v e d  ? 
W h y  am  I an  A g n ostic  ?

<J.
3
4 
8 
G 
2 
6 
1 
2 
8 
6 
2 
8 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2

PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.

BARGAINS.

THOMAS PAINE’S WORKS.

(2)

M lSCELLANEOUS THEOLOGICAL W ORKS. Being all Thomas Paine’s writings 
0n religion not included in the Age of Ecason. 184 pages. Well printed and well bound. 
With a fine detached portrait of Paine in eaoh copy. Originally published (without 
^he portrait) at Is. N O W  OFFERED AT FOURPENCE, Postage 2d.

Ï « E
l 6l

E i g h t s OF MAN. With a political biography of
pages. Well printed and woll

OFFERED AT FOURPENCE.

^ON EER

bound. Originally 
Postnge 2d.

Paine by 
published

J. M. Wheeler, 
at la. NOW

PREBB, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON BTREET, LONDON, E.C.
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S U N D A Y  E V E N I N G  F R E E T H O U G H T  L E C T UR E S
IN THE BEAUTIFUL NEW

ST. JAMES’S HALL,
G R E A T  P O R T L A N D  S T R E E T ,  L O N D O N ,  W.

BY

Mr. G. W. FOOTE,
April 11 : 

„  1 8 :  
„  2 5  :

“ IF CHRIST BE NOT RISEN.”
GOD AND HUMANITY.

THE RELIGION OF SHAKESPEARE.
(Anniversary Lecture.)

Doors Open at 7.  Chair taken at 7 .30 .  Body  o f  Hall, Is.  & 6d.  Gallery Free-

Have You Sent Us a Trial Order Yet?
This advertisement has undoubtedly “ caught your eye,” but 

we want to “ catch your feet." Remember we return your money 
in full in the remote event of dissatisfaction. We are confident 
that if you will send us a trial order, we shall get your future 
business without asking.

The
Business Man’s 

Boot.
Real box calf, straight 
golosh, jockey back, drill 
lined, medium toe, best 
soles. Warranted all 
solid leather. Stocked 
in sizes 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 

and 10.
We have now decided to 
supply lace and Derby 

pattern same price.
8s. 6d., post free.

LADIES.—Real box calf, well made and smart appearance. IFar- 
ranted all solid leather. Lace, 5s. lid. Button and Derby, 
Os. 3d., post free. If this boot is not worth 2s. more than you 
pay for them, we will refund your money and pay carriage 
both ways.

Catalogue sent post free on application.

W hat Freethinkers say of our Boots.
Ref. No.

“ Wa are very well pleased with the boots sent.”
“  Pleasod with the boots. Forward another pair.” 
"Received parcel safe. Highly satisfied.”
“  Received boots and am highly satisfied. Cannot get 

anything like them here for the money.”
“  Boots received. Delighted with them.”
“  Very well pleased with shoes.”
“  Boots fit very well and am greatly pleased with them.” 
“  Ladies boots give great satisfaction.”

2005.
2016.
2023.
2039.

2051.
2052. 
2063. 
2058.

When ordering 'please enclose postal order and state 
your requirements

WHITEHOUSE & CO., BOOT FACTORS, STOURBRIDGE.

LEWIS START,
C I G A R  M E R C H A N T  A N D  I M P O R T E R '

LOUGHBOROUGH.
(Established Over Fifty Years.)

W holesale Agent for the

GENUINE ROTHSCHILD CIGARS,
as supplied to the House of Comi»'o»3'

The Treasury, )
Board of Education, 1 Whitehall. 
Life Guards, j

Midland, )
North Eastern, LRailway9, 
Gt. Northern, j 
Gt. Central, 1

— • RoinscBiLD’s Own Make.
No. Brand. Per 100. Pi

1 Colonias • •• 25/-
2 Rothschilds . . . 18/-
3 Proveedora ... 17/-
4 Excelsiors ... 15/6
5 Key West ... 12/6

We can also Recommend the following Brands

No. Brand. Per 100. r
6 Rameros ... 16/-
7 Santos 21/-
8 Optifolia 23/-
9 Telmas — 24/-

10 Moras 30/-

■ 50.

• 50-
8/0

H/-
1 2/;
15/0

liti-

or.3'
All the above Cigars are British made and of excellent <Iua

Should you favor us with a trial and the flavor, shnPe “ 
not suit your requirements, wo shall be pleased to exebanb 

and pay carriago both ways.
Terms, cash with order.

Cheques and Postal Orders should be crossed “
Loughborough.” All parcels aro sent carriage l>flI g

Quotations for Imported Cigars on receipt of brand an

J5»»K

NOW READY.

Ralph Cricklewood.
A Twentieth Century Critical and Rational Expose of Christian Mytholo^’

(In the Form of a Novel.)

By STEPHEN FITZ-STEPHEN.
A W ell-W isher of tiie Human Family.

388 pages, cloth. Price 3s. 6d.
(Post Free.)

THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDO&^X'

Printed and Published by the Pioxrta Press, 2 Nowcastle-strect, London, E.O.


