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4s men’s prayers are a disease of the will, so are their 
crecds a disease of the intellect.—EMERSON.

“  Peace on Earth.”

HRistian preachers, snch as the Rev. R. J. Camp- 
i as well as Christian laymen, such as Sir Oliver 

0(1ge, are giving up the doctrine, and therefore the 
ry> of the Virgin Birth. It is quietly assumed 

at all the rest of the story is true, but it is all a 
to a ^rea4 fairy-tale, and has no claim whatever 
shf 8 C0D8idered historical. The whole narrative 

fa nothing in the presence of scientific 
cul CI8D1, And one of its features is perfectly ridi- 
th fUS m i’Sht °f human history. It is said 
8a& ’ °n eve Christ’s birth, angels in the sky
Qk ? fa listening shepherds of “  peace on earth.' 
an,ri8tiana have even borrowed a phrase from Isaiah 
thi f aded faeir Savior the Prince of Peace. But 
w  ® ^as never been, nor have they been the real 
1909 1*>6rS sn°k a character. We are fald that 
o£ p ^ears have rolled by since the so-called Prince 
10q eace visited our earth. The Prince, then, came 

j  a °̂>—but where is the Peace ? 
cent°*ard8 fae end of the first half of the nineteenth 
fafcn'er̂  ^ °Û8 Flanc, fa0 historian and social re- 
Chr; f  aake<l a somewhat similar question of the 
&e<Je8 lans France. They told him that the 
ho cam8 eighteen hundred years ago. “ Yes,”

“ t> ' and w^en may we expect the Redemption ?” 
boaQi^00 *8 a beautiful word, and it denotes a 

1 °1 thing. But it does not belong to theCh,
ChTatiana

fist 8’ and ^  ^as no 8Pecfâ  connection with 
One of the most truthful things ho over 

Dot t,o ever said anything—was that he “  came 
bias ,, 8end peace but a sword.”  It was religious 
degoji jy ^romPfad Longfellow, after the powerful 
Oq g . 011 of the horrors of war in his fine verses 
t>ore n6” old Arsenal, to exclaim: “ I hoar once 

v 0 voic0 °f Christ say “ Peace 1” Longfellow 
W , *  well, though he did not at that momont 
Riarbeq T ’ ^°w history of Christendom had been 
8̂ ed. tr  ̂ P°r8ecution, quarrels, strife, and blood- 
H b ¡n e kQew very well that Springfield Arsenal 
V?eaponaa ^^ri8fian country, that all its murderous 
^6atben ^ Gre made by Christians, and that if the 

of m Wanfad anything of the sort they had to

i'*Hiaru p F°ak and famous Christian statesman, 
t  ̂ °£ 0 War̂  Gladstone, once boasted—not in the 
ntQVer8y FaJ debate, but in deliberate written con- 

. ak fas practical force of this world was
fagly in the hands of the Christian— vuu UUUUO Uk Uiko UUkkDUlUU

«  ¿j.,0 argued that this was a demonstration
J  lactic0)1 ° r^fa °f Christianity. What ho meant 
a® Ghriat̂  force was naval and military power.

nafion8 could lick the Heathon nations 
j  Pfaased. This was true enough then, 

aPan’8 crushing defeat of Russia has fal

sified it since. But what an argument to advance 
in favor of the divine origin, and constant provi
dential maintenance, of Christianity ! The followers 
of the Prince of Peace had the true religion because 
they could whip all the rest of the world !

Now let us glance at the East of Europe, and 
then at the West. We see Turkey belying the 
foolish Christian assertion that Mohammedan 
nations are incapable of progress. By a bloodless 
revolution she has done in a brief space of time 
what Russia has not been able to do in a whole 
century of horrible struggle. And at the very 
moment when she is astonishing the world with her 
wisdom, energy, and self-restraint, Christian Austria 
takes advantage of her difficulties to grab fresh 
territory and endanger the peace of all Europe,—for 
a war in the East means Armageddon. In the West 
the most peaceful nation is “ infidel ” France, while 
the two most Christian nations, England and Ger
many, are glaring at each other and carrying on a 
ruinous competition in the costliest preparations for 
war.

All the talk in England to-day is about “ Dread
noughts.” Parliament meets again after the Christ
mas holidays, and the “ peace on earth ” blarney, 
and the Prinoe of Peace gabble,—and soon gets into 
a fierce debate over the burning question of how 
many battleships shall be built in the immediate 
future. And the gentlemen engaged in this fierce 
debate are all professed Christians. Yet nobody 
laughs at the soreaming farce. It must be admitted 
that some of the clergy are framing half-hearted 
expostulations; but what a contrast to the keen 
determination they display in fighting each other for 
the control of elementary education !

It is not our business to discuss what number of 
“  Dreadnoughts ” is necessary. The very fact that 
any “  Dreadnoughts ”  are necessary at this time of 
day is a condemnation of Christianity. Some may say 
it is too good for this world, while others may say it 
is not good enough ; but in either case it stands con
demned as a miserable failure. It has had the 
grandest opportunity that any religion has ever had. 
It had Europe in its grasp for more than a thousand 
years; it had the control of education and the com
mand of untold wealth ; it had the rulers of men 
under its thumb, and it governed society from top to 
bottom. And what is the result ? Europe is less 
peaceful to-day than she was under the great Roman 
emperors. She has fifty times as many fighting men, 
and spends a hundred times as much upon her arma
ments. And every country has its Yellow Press that 
can fill the people with the Jingo fever whenever it 
pleases; that is to say, whenever the psychological 
(and financial) momont has arrived.

Europe cannot afford to give Christianity another 
thousand years of power. What she wants is the 
spirit and discipline of Humanity.

G. W. Foote.
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The Advance o f Rome.

Th ank s  to the Rev. Joseph Hooking's address at the 
Free Church Council on “  The Alarming Develop
ment of Modern Romanism,” the question of Roman 
Catholicism and its methods has occupied much 
space in the daily papers during the past week. The 
assembly of Nonconformist ministers went wild with 
indignation on hearing of the advance of the Roman 
Church, which one would expect in the circum
stances. Both Nonconformists and Roman Catholics 
are in the same line of business, the circle of pos
sible customers is growing rapidly smaller, and to 
hear that a great rival firm is securing a larger 
number of purchasers naturally discourages the less 
successful competitor. So far the word “  alarming ” 
has a restricted, and purely trade, significance. It 
is alarming to Protestants, because it means their 
decrease. It is of no very great moment to Free
thinkers, because they recognise that Roman Catho
licism makes no headway against Freethought, but 
only serves to more clearly define the issue and 
strengthen the hands of the combatants.

A great many points were raised to cover this 
fundamental fa ct ; but that this was the animating 
consideration was tolerably clear. Roman Catholio 
convents, it was said, ought to be under public in
spection. Personally, I have no objection to this, 
provided the rule is made large enough to cover all 
institutions, of every description, whether they are 
in receipt of public money or not. But in connec
tion with this it is worth noting that in China, when 
the authorities wished to have the Christian orphan
ages placed under public inspection, the desire was 
strenuously and successfully resisted by the Mis
sionary Societies that were running them. Mr. 
Hocking told his audience that inside these institu
tions children can be born, women can die, there can 
be cruelty, crime, and outrage, and no one outside 
know anything about it. I do not suppose that any
thing of the kind does take place ; but Mr. Hocking 
is a religious novelist who lives by exploiting the 
Protestant fear of Roman Catholic misdeeds, and 
knew his audience. There are some people who seem 
to live in a Eugene-Sue-Maria-Monk kind of an 
atmosphere, and who look on every priest as a cri
minal, every nun as worse than a criminal, and who 
see the trace of Roman Catholicism in everything 
unpleasant that happens. At any rate, this vigorous 
denunciation of the largest Christian Church in 
existence is not without interest to outsiders.

That the growth of convents and monasteries, the 
increase in the number of priests, and the growth of 
influence of the Christian Roman Church are all 
evils, I should bo the last to dispute. But, in this 
country at least, I decline to believe, until some 
better proof is offered than the hysterical ravings of 
Mr. Hocking or Dr. Horton, that people are kept in 
monasteries or convents by physical force. Un
doubtedly mental and moral pressure of an undesir
able kind is brought to bear upon people to keep 
them from leaving the Church ; but that is not a 
peculiarity of Roman Catholicism—it is a common 
feature with all forms of Christianity. And no 
legislation can alter this. The care taken by Pro
testants to prevent young men and women knowing 
the truth about their creed is illegitimate moral 
pressure of an indirect kind. The discomfort the 
heretic is made to feel in Protestant family circles, 
his boycotting in social and political circles, is 
illegitimate pressure of a direct kind. And in both 
cases the difference between Protestant and Roman 
Catholio tactics is one of degree only. If the Roman 
Church is more successful, it is only because it is 
better disciplined, not because it is less moral than 
Protestantism.

It is the mental and moral tyranny of Rome that 
has to bo fought; and how can Protestantism do 
this when it is driven to tho same policy in self
protection ? The only check to Roman Catholicism 
is Freethought, and therefore the only way in which 
a Protestant can conquer a Roman Catholic is by

acting as some of the Japanese sailors did in the la*6 
war—make one’s own death the price of the destruc
tion of one’s adversary. Afraid to do this, P®' 
testantism is powerless to prevent the growth o' 
Roman Catholicism, while in fighting FreethougW 
it is driven to adopt exactly the same tactics it co®- 
plains of in Roman Catholicism. It boycotts, » 
slanders, it suppresses, it distorts, it uses force wbe*e 
force avails, and cunning where force cannot t® 
used. It claims that with a fair field it can boa» 
Roman Catholicism. The best answer to that iŝ in 
the statement of Mr. Hocking of its growth duriu? 
the last forty years. In spite of Protestantism be®» 
in possession, it has gained ground. The inspect®11 
of convents will not stop its growth, nor will the 
propaganda of Protestant lecturers. This is m0re) 
fighting an absurdity with an absurdity, and can only 
influence those who like their foolishness to be of8 
kaleidoscopic character. Reason is the only weapojj
that can inflict injuries on the Churoh of Rome, ani

is sure toin wielding that weapon the Protestant 
damage himself as much as his adversary.

Mr. Hocking told his audience that every neffS 
paper in England was under the control of Ron®11 
Catholicism, more or less; and he and Dr. Her® 
between them picture the English press as be®» 
dominated by Roman Catholic writers, who are th0® 
selves instructed by a mysterious Roman Catbob 
press-bureau. The game is, apparently, to suppr0S
anything against Roman Catholicism, exagg0rat®
everything in its favor, and generally cook the ue'' 
in the interest of the Roman Catholic Church. N® j 
I do not question for a moment that Roman Cat 
lies would do this if they had the chance. But tn 
have not the chance to any greater degree than f 
testants, and all they do in this direction is exac 
what every Protestant paper in England is doing  ̂
defence of its own opinions. How often d°eS , e( 
Christian World or the Methodist Times, or any 0 « 
religious paper, give an opposite opinion a fair sb 
Or, to take another class, what kind of a cb&noe 
non-Christian opinions stand in the ordinary ^

tb®paper ? Why, even news concerning the S00’ 
Education movement is excluded. Societies h®.0 
National Secular Society never receive a 
unless something may be raked up to their discr g 
If one of its lecturers were to commit a murder 
burglary, the fact of his being a Freethought 10C . ̂  
would be given every prominence. In any laU ^  
direction he might perform the labors of H0lC 
the papers would be dumb. ¡9 »

Now I do not believe this is so because tbere e9 
Protestant press-bureau hidden away in the re j 
of Lambeth Palace that carefully plants sOD10,o(ig of 
on every paper in tho kingdom. Elaborate P10̂ ^  
this kind are too unworkable. Something of a ^ ¡s  
simpler and more automatic kind is needed. 
is found in two directions—in the fact tba® tb® 
papers are run for a profit, and in the nature ^  ¡¡o 
public for which they cater. Newspapers are ^  
pay, not to spread opinions, and if they ¡1 tick16 
they must serve up pieces of news that w flI1y 
the palates of their readers, and avoid print* &aljCe, 
thing that will offend them. Consider, for * **  ̂ off 
the publicity given to Mr. Hooking's at « eo 
Roman Catholicism. It has not been repo
widely as has been the case, because n0  ̂
editors and proprietors believe in his press 
press. But any talk about convents and m of - 
nuns appeals to the salacious Protestantis ^.08efl' 
public, and it is too interesting an item to jjflf® 
Why does the escapades of Miss Charleswo ^  
columns devoted to the telling, while a mee * 
British Association passes with a few lino0, jjar&c? 
same reason. Anything of a “  spicy _ c -a faiw 
provided it does not offend public opinion,^ .g tP̂ 
sure of a show in the English newspapers. 0
purely intellectual that suffers by this co 
things.

The first work of a newspaper is, then, 
news as spicy and as sensational as PoS ot,r pt®L, 
second is to avoid offending readers. Bn ^  o 
has been so badly trained, and has so nan

to
Bible- “
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look, that the publication of an opinion with which it 
differs it seriously affronts. Having read the news
paper for its news—that is, to read a number of sensa- 
honal items it would probably be better for not read- 
'og—it next turns to the more intellectual portion of 
“he paper, not to find material or suggestions for the 
formation of a sound opinion, but in order to see in 
Print its own vulgar prejudices. The moment an 
opinion is read that conflicts with its prejudices, it 
ooolines to read further. Above all, if a judgment is 
S'ven against its religious prejudices, the paper is 
doomed. It is, then, the chureh-and-chapel-fed 
blgotry that boycotts anti-religious news, and 
oxactly what Mr. Hocking declares to be the policy 
°f the Roman Catholic Church is the hereditary 
policy of English Protestantism ever since there 
“aa been a press to muzzle or coerce.
. t agree with Mr. Hocking that Roman Catholicism 
is tyrannical, and that its growth in England is un
tenable. I agree, also, with Catholics when they 
Say that Mr. Hocking and his kind are intolerant, 

that their predominance has been injurious to 
00 best interests of the nation. Both are right, for 
00 reason that Christianity and mental equality are 

polutely incompatible. Mr. Hocking does well in 
Pointing out that Roman Catholicism has increased, 

will help to show people that there is a greater 
0ces8ity for energetic Freethought propaganda than 

, any people seem to think. But this growth cannot 
j,e cbecked by Protestantism. In every country in 

Ur°Pe Roman Catholicism has shovn itself able to 
°re than hold its own in face of that foe.

effecth
The only

^  -tive enemy against the Roman Church is Free- 
a °.®6bt. And that is just as deadly to Protestantism 
8 *1 ¡9 to the older folly. 0. C o m .

History Repeating Itself.

X ï i ? “  Methodism is in a state of alarming con-
a0 3|an cau8ed by a bitter and brutal attack which 
Jon an  ̂conservative divine has just made upon a 
“ sa aD̂  80mewhat advanced brother-minister. The 

onslaught ” appeared in the Toronto Globe, 
Pen e»a<̂ nS newspaper of Canada, and was from the 

° . f'be Rev. Dr. Carman, who has been General 
(0j P'ntendent of the Canadian Methodist Church

*>■ -
year i? ^anada from Edinburgh, where for many 
pres Pni°yed great popularity as the trusted re
sin en .tive of British Wasleyanism. Mr. Jackson’s
< » 8ists in denying the historicity and scientific 
afjjr a°y of the first eleven chapters of Genesis and 
tniv that “  a correct theory of the origin of the 
orjfji rse> the origin of the human race, and the 
\Vhg,t X) 8'D no Par  ̂ Christian faith."
ftfet ) ‘ barman maintains is that to regard the 
BoiejjP.bapters of the Bible as unhistoric and un- 
the a lc " d°es not carry the judgment or command 
•Pen ’• 8em t. of the ripest scholarship and the best 
bat ’j j  -l-bis is sufficiently absurd, in all conscience ; 
^hat £* dackson’s position is more ridiculous still. 
6ibiic t° S iev es  is that the spiritual value of the 
Impend narrativo of Creation and the Fall does not 
Sp6a].j upon its historical and scientific truth. 
see hiSf^ bis opponents he says that “  where they 
0̂  s 0ry and science, as well as spiritual truth, I 

“ st5-SVIr^ ual truth alone." But how on earth 
fafIr vUâ  r̂ufb ” inhere in historical and soien- 

}biag0 Qf p 00^ ? If man was not created in the 
in u wbat “  spiritual truth ” can possibly 

pot tali {Ge statement that he was ? Or, if man did 
t Cavity001 k*8 brat estate into another of hopeless 
,ath " I  and lostness, what conceivable “ spiritual 

Sieged j 88“ 68 in the assertion that ho did ? This 
°f thoSC°.Very apiritnal truths in natural lies is 

^istianjt *able 8bifts of a discredited and decaying

bght. ogioaily Dr. Carman is undoubtedly in the 
built l8.beyond controversy that Christianity 

P m the conviction that the Bible was a

revelation from God, both inspired and infallible; 
and on no other assumption does Christianity possess 
the least credibility. Milton was only expressing 
the faith of the whole of Christendom when he 
sang—

“  Of man’s first disobedience, and the fruit 
Of that forbidden tree whose mortal taste 
Brought death into the world, and all our woe,
With loss of Eden, till one greater Man 
Restore us, and regain the blissful seat.”

That is only an amplification of Paul’s teaching in 
Romans v. 19 : “  As through the one man’s disobedi
ence the many were made sinners, even so through 
the obedience of the one shall the many be made 
righteous.” Whether Paul was right or wrong, his 
view of the relation between the first and the second 
Adam was adopted by the entire Church. Christ 
came into a world of sinners to save them. He was 
in search of lost souls that he might find them- and 
restore them to his Father’s favor. Apart from the 
doctrine of the Fall and of Original Sin, Christ lived 
and died in vain, Christianity has no meaning, and 
the ministry of the Gospel is a complete farce. In 
other words, if the first two or three chapters of 
Genesis are not historically reliable, the foundation 
is knocked from under Christianity, and the whole 
structure is doomed. The Hon. S. H. Blake, Presi
dent of the Toronto Y.M. C.A., is theologically jus
tified, when, joining in Dr. Carman’s protest, he says : 
“  I am not going to agree to giving up the dear old 
Bible for any scientific-rationalistic-kaleidoscopical 
theory that Mr. Jackson may present.” Dr. Carman 
and the Hon. Mr. Blake are consistent, while Mr. 
Jackson is not.

No rational justification of Christianity is possible. 
It contradicts reason at every point. It has always 
been its main boast that to the wise it is both a 
stumbling-block and foolishness. Indeed, according 
to its original promulgators, the intellect touches it 
at its peril. Paul tells us in so many words that the 
natural man cannot receive it, because unto him it 
is simply incredible. A supernatural man must be 
specially created and placed within the natural man, 
before it can be adopted and duly appreciated. But 
Mr. Jackson seems to think that the Christianity of 
Paul and of the orthodox Church is a building that 
can stand without a foundation. He knows full well 
that Genesis and science are antagonistic, and he 
gives Genesis the go-by and clings to science. When 
challenged he coolly replies, “ Yes, truly, I have sur
rendered the letter, the fact, of Genesis, but I still 
retain its spirit, its inner, eternal meaning, and so 
remain an orthodox Methodist.” Such is modernism 
in the Church. As soon as science has shattered the 
letter, it says, “ 0 , the letter was never of any real 
value, and I cheerfully surrender i t ; it is the spirit 
within it that counts, and this I still hold.”  The 
truth, however, is that man either did fall in Adam, 
or did not. If he did not, will you tell us what 
spirit abides in the story of his fall, when its letter 
has been utterly discredited ? That spirit is as un
substantial as the ghost of Hamlet’s father. The 
policy of abandoning the facts of theology when 
soience attacks them is essentially dishonest, because 
in the absence of the so-called facts upon which it 
was founded, Christianity loses whatever semblance 
of reality it may have once possessed. Therefore 
we contend that, while not a single Christian doctrine 
is rationally credible, it is but sheer hypocrisy on the 
part of theologians to renounce the doctrines spe
cially assailed by modern culture, on the plea that 
they nover wore essential parts of the Christian 
faith. They were essential parts of it until science 
proved that they were only fables. The Bible was 
the Word of God until criticism exposed the fallacy, 
after which it only contained it.

Orthodoxy is self-consistent and logical, its only 
fault being that it is belied by all the facts of life. 
If we take Christianity in its purest form, as pre
sented by Paul or Augustine, or one of the school
men, the first thing that strikes us is the sublimity 
of its conceptions, or the boldness of its imagination. 
But when we begin to study the history of the 
Church, the sublimity of conception and the grandeur
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of imagination give place to the fact of disappoint
ment and disillusion. Christianity in practice has 
been a radically different thing from Christianity in 
idea. In idea, it is impressive, fascinating, magnifi
cent ; but in praotice it is seen to be a dismal failure. 
Not one of its august claims has been verified. Not 
one of its “  great and precious promises ” has ever 
been fulfilled. The assertion that it has never 
bestowed any benefit on mankind may be an ex
aggeration, but it is absolutely undeniable that it 
has wrought an incalculable amount of harm. It 
may he true that Europe is more highly civilised, 
but he would be a bold man who held that it is also 
more thoroughly moralised than the rest of the 
world.

In his new book, Psyche's Task, Dr. J. G. Frazer 
sings the praises of superstition. He assures us that 
its influence on the growth of institutions has, on 
the whole, been beneficial. When the king was 
believed to be a Divine Being his authority was 
respected. The fear of ghosts was a far more 
effectual deterrent from murder than the dread of 
capital punishment. Professor Frazer adduces 
numerous illustrations from savage life of the truth 
of his thesis. Of course, he by no means denies the 
many base uses of superstition. But, in any case, 
what he says in eulogy of savage superstition is not 
applicable to the Christian religion. It is most 
significant, however, that what he does utter in dis
praise of superstition is specially true of Christianity. 
We all know that one of the most vital dogmas of 
this superstition is that of Immortality. Well, Dr. 
Frazer deliberately declares that “  no belief has done 
so much to retard the economic and thereby the social 
progress of mankind as the belief in the immortality 
of the soul, for this belief has led race after race, and 
nation after nation, to sacrifice the real wants of the 
living to the imaginary wants of the dead.” Every 
impartial student of ecclesiastical history knows how 
terribly true that statement is. Speaking generally, 
it is impossible to affirm honestly that Christianity 
has ever made for the moral elevation of its pro
fessors.

We can now see clearly how laughably preposterous 
is the assertion that disbelief in the historicity of the 
opening chapters of Genesis is calculated to loosen 
moral bonds and debauch the public mind. Incon- 
trovertibly it does produce doubters of the Divine 
origin and efficacy of Christianity, but that it will 
have any deleterious effect on morals is surely the 
vainest of dreams. We allege, on the contrary, that 
the complete discarding of supernatural religion 
would react beneficially on the moral and sooial life 
of Europe. Take Germany and Great Britain, two 
nominally Christian nations, and enumerate the 
benefits they have derived from their fidelity to the 
Christian faith. What has Christianity done for 
them after so many centuries ? It has only led them 
to compete with each other as to which shall possess 
the bigger and more efficient navy. Where is the 
sense of human brotherhood based upon the Father
hood of God ? Christianity has not produced it, and 
we are firmly convinced that the disappearance of 
Christianity would tend to hasten its development. 
Religious belief has always fostered social disagree
ments and divisions and antagonisms. The present 
violent controversy in Canada, and the disgraceful 
scenes at the recent meeting of the Free Church 
Council, are cases in point. Tho same is true of the 
endless wrangle in Parliament and in tho country 
over tho educational problem. Religion is the chief 
bone of contention everywhere, and tho chief barrier 
against national and international good fellowship.

It is sometimes objected that this is true only of 
organised Christinity. That may well be so, because 
there is no other Christianity. All churches are 
organisations, the City Temple quite as much as 
Westminster Chapel. It is about supernaturalism 
that people most pitiably and most constantly 
quarrel, and they fight over this so violently because 
it is the one subject upon which no knowledge is 
obtainable. It is not bo long since men used to 
break one another’s heads because they could not

agree on the doctrine of the Trinity. It follows that 
to drop the belief in supernaturalism would be tog®! 
rid of one fruitful cause of social disunion and moral 
delinquency, and to bring individuals and communi
ties into closer and more fraternal touch.

J. T, Llotd.

Obiter Dicta on Ghosts.

Politicians mostly belong to the family of Peck- 
sniff, and, therefore, it is with the greater pleasure 
that we read the amusing and oritical speech on 
psychical research delivered by Mr. Augustine Birreff 
at Bristol. “  An endless capacity for the interchange 
of platitudes ” is Mr. Birrell’s sarcastic comment on 
the spiritualistic conception of immortality. 
sarcasm is amply confirmed by the absurd conduct o 
the “ spirits ” who are alleged to be “  interviewee 
in regard to their condition in the next world. WbeD 
spiritualistic professors disturb the “ ghosts” 0 
great and good men and women, and persuade tbenj 
to “ revisit the glimpses of the m oon” at psychic8 
meetings, the results are most melancholy and un
satisfactory. Not only have the thoughts of th 
departed not grown finer nor more original, bnt 
variably there is a vast change for the worse. *‘I 
reported utterances of Burns and Shakespeare, !0 
example, suggest that these great poets have take 
to drink or are suffering from softening of the bra1 • 
They give no iota of information concerning * 
post-mortem existence, but seem preoccupied w1 
composing puerile parodies of their previous ntt® 
ances on earth.

Our scepticism with regard to the “ spirit ®e 
sages ” is not mitigated by the supposition that 
authors of “ Tam o’ Shanter ” and Hamlet may _c°^ 
ceivably pass their tremendous and enforced \el̂ D. 
rapping at the undersides of tables or scratching 1 , 
coherences into locked slates for the profession 
purposes of spiritualist professors. It is too s'g  ̂
ficant that the “ spirits ” are more deeply preoccup 
with things temporal rather than with mat 
dealing with their alleged post-mortem existence-

Mr. Birrell, then, cannot be accused of 
levity when he smiles at the idea of an immorta^ 
of platitudinous nonsense. Nor, in our case, is6flg. 
matter placed in any more favorable light by 0 
gesting that even Caesar and Napoleon may 11 flf 
their eternal leisure with discords on concertina 
solos on dinner gongs for tho delectation of 00 
circles of psychical students. ,j0t)s

We can afford to smile at tho crude concep ^  
concerning immortality of our spiritualistic frl j0t 
Yet we venture to remind Mii Birrell thati °r ¡y 
conceptions regarding another world are held 1 s 
enough by tens of thousands of people who P1̂ 
and call themselves Christians. At the w°rfb :’epds 
Spiritualists merely wish to meet their lost R .0. 
and relatives in another existence. They do n 
suit and imprison the people who differ fr°na , 
in this world and threaten them with ever  ̂^  
agony in the next like the followers of the o 00 
lowly Jesus. If Christianity bo true, B.“ r.̂ nS of 
Shakespeare, in company with many mil“   ̂ ¡o 
other unhappy human beings, are now how 
unutterable torment. We frankly dislike 0 
Spiritualistic and the Christian views con 
immortality, but we confess that the oPirafl tbfl* 
conception is far less brutal and degrading t \ ̂ jpg8» 
held by the orthodox Christians. Of the two 
we prefer legerdemain to vivisection. ^

VERDANT '

,tbito deft1
But as grief must bo fed with thought, or st?rV°tl.er 11'0

that it haiTno tiüf î° ^ ° P tlj0 mind 80 busy iu - sit down and °- °̂, a^en  ̂ to that ravening pass*0 \tf0g 
all thoWnmeaDntdalP“S81̂ y  enduro it, is apt to end in A  
Uohne, machinery into dintfot.-Oliver W*
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Masses for the Dead.

 ̂conservative estimate of the total paid ont for 
passes for the dead by Catholics in America places 
"be amount in round figures at $60,000,000 per
aounm.

Protestants and others not familiar with the 
s°Qrces of income of the Roman Church are often 
astonished to observe the phenomenal growth of 
^atholio churches and institutions that spring up 
lQ their midst, little dreaming of the influence at 
°̂rk by which laymen are induced to pour a con

stant stream of treasure into the coffers of the 
Church to secure prayers for the commutation of 
eternal punishment for departed friends and rela-

h is a strange paradox that priests succeed in 
convincing parishioners that it is the most pious 
Qr whom the most prayers should be said (Pope 
regory js being prayed for), and it is not un- 
Ornmon for wealthy Roman Catholics to bequeath 
efy large sums that avaricious priests, who would 
nerwise neglect the task, should be induced to 

|VeP np the prayers that are supposed to mitigate 
^severity of endless burning.
•••here is an ever-increasing number of Catholics 
° are beginning to doubt whether the priests 

. 8°°d—whether their prayers are really effec- 
rp ln cooling the pngatorial fires
■••he n n m tio r  n f P .af.hn lips “  frnumber of 

on the
Catholics
increase

from 
and as

Missouri ” are 
modernism re-¡J^tantly

{ °?8 medievalism, as Americanism triumphs over 
urei8nism, it is being more and more demanded of 

® priesthood to “ show me ”—they want to know 
at they are getting for their money. 

te C olics are wanting more precise information in 
the Purgatory Country—is it laid out like 

tç la‘ l°ts, with a grate under each apartment to be 
0fj. Gc* off or on according as prayers reach the main 
he ,e > °r are the sinful beggars classified in great 
(fQ 8 Qnder varying degrees of heat, and snatched 
aCc «ne group and temperature to another in 
Pde r aDce the prayer-bulletins sent in by the

c°nmi are rational Catholics going to demand a 
8yste Ĝe ^nowledge of Purgatory, its regulation, the 

employed, what kind of heat, whether coal, 
bQtti8as, electricity, hot air or hot water are used, 
‘knee are S°ing to demand some substantial ovi- 
giijj , the method by which the priests have 
siat a^ Mus information ; they are going to in- 
ts^Pon authentic records as to the reduction of 
theif [a 0̂r° in the apartments or sections in which 
ÎQCe 0yed ones are confined ; and, failing to pro- 
teliabl °Ca .rec°rds, and failing to furnish complete 
tracfc 6 av^ ence of having carried out their con
tre „Z 10 accomplishing what thoy promised, they 
to iw 111!! to prosecute the priest for obtaining 

* 0 * e r  false pretences.
.Per8 an(̂  then we hear of clairvoyants, fortune- 
8̂t8) ’ ‘̂ trologers, mental healers, Christian scien- 

even graduated physicians being prose- 
t 80 pr°rf mal-Practice or for obtaining money under 
"bat ences. and a study of social evolution shows 

the professions—doctor, lawyer, priest, 
er—are Vint. tVin natural evolution and

Pfieat tlation
but the natural evolution and 

of the office of the ancient high
W r ’ ^h°se function originally included all the 
^dR? rofe88i°n8 above named; the tendency of 
M*etg .  bought, which is manifesting itself every- 
Ptogji’ la bo demand the preacher “  makes good his 

weii as his brother parasites who live 
4n Pv6 *®kor of others.

^ a n  eedinS kindly and inexperienced Catholio 
sixty-eight years, who had lived a lifo 

8’on ofs ’P and poverty, recently camo into posses 
%th nf0.010 $3,000 of society insurance through th< 
n^biai, , r  only son, and within six months $1,40(

fc-TSir
bhirfy years heforo.

the
.400

baa 8°hl of ou  ̂ f ° r mas8es for the rost of
^  îed thi^° *mmaculato and perfect husband who

A poor widow in Chicago, who for twenty years 
had earned her living by washing, and who had 
managed to hold on to a small piece of property that 
was wanted as part of a building site, received $1,300, 
which, in her old age was all she had, and within 
three months $400 of this had already been paid out 
to priests for prayers to keep several of her pious and 
goodly relatives from burning.

A maiden lady of seventy, who had given her life 
to be the housekeeper for her brother—a priest—on 
his death received $5,000 as her share of his large 
estate, the balance, some $300,000, going to the 
Church. Within a few months she had spent the 
full amount in prayers to secure a better tempera
ture for her holy brother; but, in consideration of 
her liberality, she was furnished transportation and 
was placed in a ward in a Catholic institution for the 
aged, where she died within two years under condi
tions that were pathetic, in that the demands of the 
new environment were entirely different from the 
life she had led as a free spirit in the household of 
her brother, where her duties in the garden, going to 
market, preparing meals, and arranging the affairs of 
the household, were so entirely different from the 
institutional atmosphere that was forced upon her in 
her old age.

The above are hut a few among thousands, and 
what are growing to he millions, of instances of 
inexperienced, simple-minded, and trusting people 
paying out their hard-earned monies for an abso
lutely untrue, unreliable, and foundationless benefit; 
and if the Protestant majority in this country does 
not soon arouse itself to the need of stopping this 
form of theft, this method of filching from the trust
ful by means especially organised to transfer the 
earnings from the pockets of those who toil into the 
coffers of those who have always lived upon the 
labors of others, then it is going to be the province 
of the more intelligent Catholics themselves to 
initiate laws that will demand the prosecution of 
priests for obtaining money under false pretences, 
or else force them to prove in court, by sound evi
dence, that they perform what they promise.

The testimony given by reliable Philipino wit
nesses before the Taft Commission gave ample evi
dence of the total depravity, the entire absence of 
honor or decency on the part of the Friars in the 
Philipines.

Our higher intelligence makes it impossible for 
the priesthood in America to go to the extremes of 
rascality that were found to prevail in the Philipine 
Islands prior to American occupation ; but, notwith
standing the vast improvement in behavior which a 
more intelligent publio opinion in America enforces, 
still, in the selling of indulgences, in the acceptance 
of money to the extent of $60,000,000 per annum 
under agreement to pray departed souls out of 
Purgatory, we may observe a systematic process of 
thieving under the label of respectability and with 
the sanction of tradition that amounts annually to a 
larger sum than the total legally-punished embezzle
ments, thefts, misappropriations, and burglaries, all 
other sources combined.

Let the ■prayer-making priests be forced to prove that 
that they furnish good value for funds accepted, or suffer 
prosecution for obtaining money dishonorably the same as 
other offenders.— To-Morrow (Chicago).

For mankind are one in spirit, and an instinct bears along,
Round the earth's electric circle, the swift flash of right or 

wrong;
Whether conscious or unconscious, yet Humanity’s vast 

frame
Through its ocean-sundered fibres feels the gush of joy or 

shamo ;
In the gain or loss of ono race all the rest have equal claim.

—James Russell Lowell.

Idols and dogmas in place of character; pills and thoories 
in placo of wholosomo living. See the histories of theology 
and medicine.— Oliver Wendell Holmes.
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Acid Drops.

Rev. R. J. Campbell delivered two addresses at Wolver
hampton lately, and judging from the Birmingham Daily 
Mail report there was not very much in either of them. In 
answering a question, he stated that he was a member of 
the Independent Labor Party, but “ if such membership 
tended towards Atheism he should not be in it.” Of course 
not. But why does he keep on talking Christianity at 
Independent Labor Party meetings ? If the Atheists re
turned the compliment there would be “ ructions.” Mr. F. J. 
Gould, for instance, who belongs to the Independent Labor 
Party at Leicester, and sits as a Labor member on the 
Town Council, is, in our opinion, a much abler and more 
accomplished man than Mr. Campbell, but he doesn’t talk 
Atheism at political meetings. He has better manners, and 
a better sense of fair-play, than Mr. Campbell has.

Mr. Campbell also repeated at Wolverhampton his old 
statement that “ there is not a single Agnostic on the Labor 
benches of the House of Commons.” We have asked him 
before, and we ask him again, how on earth he knows this ? 
Even if it were true, which we are not exactly admitting, it 
would not prove what Mr. Campbell is driving a t ; for the 
Labor men who get returned to Parliament are naturally 
the “ safest ”  in all but Labor matters. A thoroughly out
spoken, much more an aggressive Freethinker would seldom 
be put forward as a Labor candidate in England, on account 
of the religious prejudice that would be raised against him. 
For even Socialism, as well as Labor, is not without its 
“ respectabilities.”

The program of the London Church Pageant seems to be 
now complete. It goes back to the days of Constantine and 
ends with the acquittal of the Seven Bishops in 1688. One 
of the living pictures will be the trial of Wycliffe and another 
the execution of Laud. Of course there will bo no pictures 
of the burning of the Jesuits and other Catholics, the 
massacres of the Jews, the torture and slaughter of heretics, 
or the imprisonment of “  blasphemers.” The pageant is 
thus a very one-sided affair. But it will probably catch on 
and raise the wind for the Church. The performances are 
to take place in Fulham Palace Grounds from June 10 to 16. 
Seats are to be provided for 6,500 spectators, and 78,000 
tickets are printed. The prices range from 3s. to 21s. each.

During a lively scene at a Glasgow Town Council meeting 
one member shouted with regard to another : “ He could not 
address an envelope; he is only a Jew.” We presume the 
member who indulged in that elegant exclamation is a 
Christian. We beg to remind him that Jesus Christ was 
only a Jew. We don’t know whether he could address 
envelopes.

Joseph was a Jew. Mary was a Jewess. All the twelvo 
apostles were Jews. When tho cashier ratted and another 
member was added to the “ twelvo” in his place, the new 
comer was a Jew. When it was found nocessary to add a 
thirteenth member, another Jew was found in Paul. Wo 
might almost call Jehovah himself a Jew. Wo say nothing 
about tho third member of tho Trinity. Perhaps ho was 
Scotch.

An Anglican clergyman, tho Rov. C. H. S. Matthews, has 
written a book called A Parson in the Australian Bush. 
We have not read it, but judging by a review in tho Daily 
Chronicle tho author has no exalted opinion of the work of 
tho Church out there. Rough bushmen look upon the 
Church as simply “  on the make.” “ You only come about 
once in seven years,” one of thorn said to Mr. Matthews, 
“ and you wouldn’t come then if there wasn’t any money in
it. You’re all on tho make, tho whole -----  lot of you, and
for all the good you do when you do come, you might just 
as well stay at ’omo.” Tho common idea is that " tho 
parson is a ‘ b lokt’ who comes for a collection.” Which 
seems pretty near the bull’s-eye.

“ Peace on earth.” That is what Christ came to bring. 
The clergy were all telling us so lately—at Christmas. 
Now that parliament is sitting again the whole talk is about 
“ Dreadnoughts,” and one Christian nation’s chance of pro
tecting itself against other Christian nations. Peace on 
earth ! And Christ camo to bring it nearly two thousand years 
ago. What a sanguinary farcol If tho so-called civilised 
world had any senso it would hiss Christianity off tho stage 
— and take care it never camo on again.

Mr. F. E. Smith, K.C., is a Church-and-Stato Conserva
tive, wo beliovo. Wo are not surprised, therefore, at his

saying that—“ Whatever else the election [at Croydon] was 
fought on, it should be fought on this issue : eight “ Dread
noughts ” this year.”  This is so like a good Christian. But 
why stop at eight ? Why not make it thirteen ? One for 
Jesus Christ, and one each for the twelve apostles—in
cluding Judas.

Mr. George Jebb, the Mayor of Boston, who is a prominent 
layman of the Church of England, was invited to perfor® 
the opening ceremony at a bazaar in aid of the Methodic 
New Connexion Church at Boston. He accepted the invita
tion, but wrote:—

“ I hope you will understand that I come merely in 
civic capacity to express the equal toleration of the State sn
ail religions, just as—to use an extreme illustration—I sbo® 
feel bound, if required, to open a Jewish, Mahommedan, °r 
Atheistic bazaar. My wife is not quite in the same position- 
She is, by way of compliment, called the Mayoress, hut si 
has, in fact, no official position as such. What is a om 
with me might with her be an act of disloyalty to 1® 
Master.”

We are glad to see that the Mayor of Boston is liberal- 
minded enough to recognise, and act upon, the principle tb*“ 
the State owes equal toleration to all forms of religion {<>* j 
irreligion). But this does not satisfy tho Rev. J. H- 
Bevington, the pastor of the Methodist tabernacle. 
withdrew the invitation on the ground that ho and hi 
friends did not want “  a civic patronage which docs no 
heartily recognise our efforts to do good.” Tho reveron 
gentleman’s rather waspish letter wound up with the t°‘ 
lowing sting in its tail: “ I regard it as deplorable in the- 
days of religious co-operation that anyone could bo found 
maintain your exclusive and illogical attitude.” This soon - 
very grand, but it is all humbug, unless tho writer 
that the Mayor should co-operate with every organisation 
the town, and extend his “ hearty recognition” to ah 
them, including the Atheists. It is a million to one 
reverend gentleman doesn’t mean that.

The President of tho Wesleyan Conference is of oplD̂ e 
that “ the first thing to do is to keep pious fudge out of 
Church.” We are in complete agreement with him, beca^ 
we know that when “ tho pious fudge ” is all out of bo® 
Church will have to close her doors and retire from busW ' 
‘ pious fudge ” being her only stock-in-trado.

According to the latest revised version of Christianity' ^ 
supplied by the Rovl George Jackson, now of Canada, ^ 
correct theory of the origin of the Universe, the orig1 . ,, 
the human race, and the origin of sin is no part of its op9 
The Rev. Dr. Carman prefers the old version, which is* ,]0 
version, and ho characterises tho new version as °uly cf'̂ u(38, 
of doing the nefarious work of “  loosening moral ® 
debauching the public mind, and producing doubters. ,.gj 
Dr. Carman is the General Superintendent of the ^  ^ 
Church in Canada, Mr. Jackson’s position is not likely 
a bed of roses, although we utterly fail to see ho 
opinion quoted can produce such disastrous results.

Professor Peake told tho Free Church Council at ° 
that “ the graco of God works through vory imperfec 
ments of redeeming truth.”  Will Dr. Poako toll u'e])jioi 
“ the graco of God ” cannot work without any state01 ^ g6 
“ redeeming truth ” at all ? If there be a God, w J ^ eti 
ho not save people apart from tho mediation of P^.jj $0 
and missioners ? Nay, more, if there be a God, 1̂® 
Professor account for the fact that there are s’nllC ¿ej, ot 
need salvation ? Would not a perfect Deity have ere 
evolved, a race of perfect men and women ?

Tho Rov. Dr. Horton has a knack of distorting aDg<®,
tho most shameful fashion. Speaking on Prayer a ’ ^ ¡t  &
ho said that there is “ a greater readiness  ̂ t ° . a 
validity to-day than there has ever boon,” which 1 0ple ®0 
a statement as conld be made. Tho majority ot P . j  p r® 
not pray at all. Even of Church mombors hut a b°'f 
portion ever pray. Tlion tho rovorend gontlo _ ,j-cacV 0 
Professor Huxley guilty of suggesting that the - ^  j’to 
prayer should be tested at somo hospital. It waS 
fossor Huxley that mado tho suggestion.

--------  . -Dg S‘{

Dr. Horton commits tho gravo blunder of ^ ^ p ie s  ^  
Oliver Lodge as “ the man of scionco who orator.t[j 
samo placo as Professor Huxloy, as tho P00 1 .̂jjoD 
science.”  Professor Huxley did occupy that P • ¡j. at 
distinction; but Sir Oliver Lodge does not occupy jj^t 
It is as an amatour theologian, or as a spir*Jua ca’pflC>W¡¡t, 
Oliver Lodgo comes before the public in t*10̂   ̂phy>l.ĉ 0 
orator. Ho is a distinguished physicist; but, ot
he has never defonded prayer, or any other a
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Church. Sir Oliver Lodge is a scientist who frequently 
abandons his own department to dabble in religion.

But Dr. Horton sins against the truth more grievously 
still. Not satisfied with confusing Huxley with Tyndall, 

making a false comparison between Huxley and Lodge 
J? public orators, he goes on to affirm that the science of 
Huxley’s day is now “ superseded.” We invite the reverend 
§®tleman to verify that assertion, and until he does so we 
ste bound to characterise it as a pious invention. We confi
dently declare that the science of the twentieth century is a 
triumphant fulfilment and vindication of that of Darwin, 
Huxley, and Tyndall, and that its whole tendency is anti- 
Jueological and naturalistic. How ineffably absurd, there- 
°r°> is the following exclamation of Dr. Horton : “ A deeper 
bought and a fuller knowledge makes science speak with 
1° Bps of an apostle, ‘ I desire that the men pray in every 

l1 due, lifting up holy hands without wrath and disputing.”

‘Half the world is wakening up from the slumbor of 
?”esi and is pathetically asking for Christ," cried a well- 
nown preacher in an official sermon. His very next sen- 

,eDce was this: “ Civilised cities of unprecedented magnitude 
,,av° outgrown the shepherding of the Churches, while at 

6 same time curiosity concerning the things of the world 
spreads on every hand.” The first clause in each 

utence is wholly true, but the second is as completely 
Neither China nor Japan, nor yet India, asks for 

to a‘  a" ’ though the Churches are doing their level best 
/ores him upon them. Nor is it true that the bulk of 

j-^httreh-going people in the large cities of Christendom 
Pla7 any lively interest in spiritual things. It looks as if 

huth*18 Wcrc lncaPahle of facing the facts and speaking tho

gj ®?' F. L, Wiseman, addrossing the annual meeting of tho 
j,( ln§ham City Mission, said that—“ We were at the 

time in the full flood of a great Christian revival.” 
¡H Joseph Wood, addressing the Midland Christian Union,
pt0 J same city, made a very different declaration. “  In 
Slid«10n ‘ °  the population and wealth of the country,”  he 

We are nothing like so strong nor so numerous as we 
st&ti hundred years ago. I could prove that by the 
Woia 109 ,°t Birmingham if it were necessary. London is 
Cow’ I recount to you the churches with a morning
e l a t i o n  of 20, 10, 6 ? Need I recount tho story of

f ur°hes ?.......Is it pessimism to note tho desperate
dfata °hurches by ignoble means, pierrot entertainments, 
to au 10 Performances, dances, whist drives, bridge parties, 

gment their income ?” Mr. Wiseman and Mr. Wood. . --w-«. t UlUVt *. • ' ' UUU
, both be accurate, for they contradict each other.

Hiat Mr. Wiseman sentimentalises and Mr. Wood 
8 facts. _

•Re ——
^livej/)r' M’Adam Muir, of Glasgow Cathedral, has been 

‘ ho latest course of Baird Lectures lately, on 
cQ(Jr*n Substitutes for Christianity.”  Hardly anything, 

w 0’ cou‘d bo more farcical. Tho reverend gentleman 
‘ntes> j y  | J bound to think very little of the said Substi- 

critic' hassc<‘  them under review with an affectation 
t̂0‘6SBionQ| which was only tho expression of a roligious and 

r Critic!1 Pr°POSRession. The last lecturo on “ The Tributo 
p Qlag ,8tQ ‘ ° Christ," if wo may judge by tho report in 

Herald, was full of tho hysterical eulogy which 
p anir? ‘ ors P°ur forth so readily on that subject. 
S t i  'n ^ an, it was said, had assailed tho Figure of 
b etc"11 ’ w°Hd was more and moro fascinated by 

All of which is perfectly false and could only 
bfl evon ln a Christian pulpit, where reply is impossible 

¡bght t0 s °n‘ radiction is not permitted. Dr. M'Adam Muir 
a ôwinj,60’ anci perliaps does, that the “ Figuro of Christ ” 
Br v b̂ ore ?VC,r. Va8uer and vaguer to beliovers, and more 
embodies t ^historical to unbelievers, while the ideal it 
L^Plex more and moro unsuitable to tho moro

*idiCu[ lsaHon of to-day. Wo may add that it is abso- 
tbntis‘  aUd si°U-S rePrcsent modern sceptics as looking to 
tb6Qa,taQ of” "  C c°mo let us adore him.”  Wo ask for

07*e modern sceptic of any rocoguised position ii 
t ‘ bought who takes up that attitude. Dr. Mui
ai, 0v u y infatuated and madly jealous husband, who 

‘be Scent ttlan ‘ a ‘ ovo w>th hiB wife. Dr. Muir thinks 
C9 art> in love with his Christ Thoy aro not.

a iar̂ )8'‘ e  ̂ Soutlimead Laundry, noar Bristol, and 
ê‘‘  a i?Vrou aafo, which contained nothing but books, 

t w ‘  conlf,0,° Bay>ng: 11 Wo aro extremely disgustod ; we 
\?llc ach 1—Sykes A Co." Just like Christian

a ‘  pay tilr Ul°y collar a heathen country and find it 
ough the cussedness of tho inhabitants.

Bev. Dr. Horton has the common Christian idea of 
accuracy, He made a public statement that the Academy 
had passed into Homan Catholic hands. This being as 
publicly denied by the editor and proprietors, the reverend 
gentleman apologises for his erroneous statement. But how 
did he come to make it ? “ I was told so,” he says. Any 
evidence is good enough for what the common garden 
Christian likes to believe.

Dr. Horton would have been well wifhin the limits of 
truth if he had merely stated that the A cademy shows a 
strong Catholic bias. Some of its articles are either written 
by Catholics who are allowed their full fling, or by Protes
tants who are so much like Catholics that the difference is 
hardly worth estimating.

There has been a Mission at the famous Catholic Church 
of St. Joseph’s, Highgate-hill, London. According to the 
Islington Gazette this Mission was an unqualified success, 
and the missioners carry away with them “  the heartfelt 
gratitude of the people of Highgate.” We looked through 
the report of the Kev. Father Hilary’s last discourse to see 
what the people of Highgate had to be grateful for, and we 
found that thoy had been promised unlimited hell if they 
didn’t accept what he preached to them. He spoke of the 
Clock of Hell which, when the poor lost souls cried out 1! Oh 
God 1 Oh God ! am I to be for ever and ever in hell ? ” went 
on ticking, “ For ever, never ; never, for ever ; for ever and 
ever and ever.” God is going to leave millions and millions 
of his own creatures in everlasting torture, including lots of 
men, women, and children who live in the neighborhood of 
St. Joseph’s Church. That is what the people of Highgate 
are grateful for. Father Hilary will be wanted again— 
especially in the cold weather.

Brighton has decided by 31 votes to 10 on the Town 
Council not to have Sunday afternoon and evening concerts 
on the Pavilion Lawn in the summer months. All the men 
of God in tho town have been up in arms against this wicked 
proposal. They aro the real Protectionists.

Mr. W. T. Stead has an extremely robust faith in some 
directions. In the Review of Reviews for March he gravely 
relates how Christian Scientists operated on a horse. Veti- 
nary surgeons had given the animal up and advised an 
immediate and painless death. Christian Science treatment 
was then administered to the four-legged patient who, in a 
few days, was in the hunting field as if it had never been ill. 
We suppose the same treatment would be successful on 
donkeys. Perhaps more so.__

Mr. Alex. Fullerton, in the Theosophic Messenger, calls 
Mrs. Besant “ the most Exalted Personage on earth next to 
the Masters.” Note tho capitals. How we are getting on 1 
J. C. himself takes quite a back seat when Mrs. Besant 
appears. ____

Mrs. Besant herself has been writing in tho Theosophist 
on “  The Search for God,”  We do not gather that this 
Exalted Personage has been found. What is certain is that 
the people who pretend to know a lot about him are getting 
found out. Tho know-alls are turning out to bo know- 
nothings. ____

“ Tho Future of Man ”—rather a prophetic subject—was 
tin theme of Sir Oliver Lodge’s recent address at tho Spar- 
broolc Men’s Meeting. Incidentally ho referred to work for 
better social conditions on this planet as “ practical Christi
anity,” though it might be moro accurately called practical 
humanity. Sir Oliver Lodge added that—“ There were 
many who were working heartily towards this end and 
dissociated themselves, sometimes rather noisily, from any 
form of Christianity. They were anxious not to be thought 
of as Christians. Ho fancied that if it were possible to put 
the question to Christ himself, he would recognise them as 
Christians though thoy did not recogniso themselves.” We 
presumo this is an indirect reply to Mr. Foote’s criticism of 
Sir Oliver Lodgo in one of his last lectures at tho Birming
ham Town Hall. Now we venture to remind tho distin
guished profossor that he is not, in this case, displaying the 
best controversial manners. It is a distinct offence against 
good manners to toll your intellectual opponent that he is 
roally on tho samo side that you aro, only ho doesn’t know 
it. There is a certain insolence in such an attitude. And 
wo think tho Professor would recogniso it if the tables were 
turned. Supposing wo wore to say that Sir Oliver Lodge was 
a very able man, and a very well-meaning man, but that he 
really didn’t understand his own position, and that he was 
an Atheist without knowing it. Would he not regard such 
a statement as an impertinence on our part ?
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Those who dissociate themselves from Christianity are 
not half as “ noisy ” as the Christians themselves. Anyhow, 
we beg to assure Sir Oliver Lodge that their rejection of 
Christianity, in any shape or form, is deliberate and final. 
They regard it as false and pernicious, and it is no use bully
ing them or soft-soaping them; they refuse to be driven, and 
they decline to be caught.

A writer in the American Review o f Reviews calls ex- 
President Roosevelt “ the best expression of Christian 
American manhood.” Perhaps that is why he sticks to his 
three lies in three words about Thomas Paine, whom he 
calls a “ filthy little Atheist.”

It is interesting to learn that Roosevelt is of opinion that 
“ the religion of Jesus is a necessary instrument in the 
redemption of Africa.” But is not “ redemption” a mis
print for “ exploitation ” ? There seems to be a mistake 
somewhere.

Dr. Campbell Morgan says that the Holy Ghost is present 
in the Church “ in all his fulness.”  It is not the Holy 
Ghost’s fault that the world is not saved; it is his misfor
tune that he is limited in by the Church. It is not we that 
need mors of the Spirit of God ; it is the Spirit that needs 
more of us. That is a terribly lame excuse for the failure of 
Christianity. One so easily sees through it. Omnipotence 
could not be limited by worms of the dust. An infinite and 
eternal Savior could not be hindered in his work by frail 
creatures of a day. It is because monarch reason is asleep 
that the fallacies of the pulpit are tolerated by so many.

The Christian spirit is still the same. A popular preacher 
exclaims, “  Do not repine or murmur at your lot in life. 
Always remember that He has appointed it, and placed you 
there.” A more damnable and damning doctrine was never 
preached. That it is Biblical only adds to its condemnation. 
And yet there are those who would have us believe that 
Christianity means Socialism.

There is a parish magazine in Birmingham called the 
Sign, which has a “ Correspondents ”  column edited by the 
Very Rev. Provost Staley. This gentleman, being asked 
where the soul goes to at death until the day of judgment, 
replies that “ We have very scanty information upon this 
point in Holy Scripture,” and winds up by saying that “  We 
need to exercise much caution and restraint in thinking and 
speaking of so mysterious a subject as the life of the soul 
after death.” Evidently the clergy know no more than the 
rest of us. All they can do is to guess. And other people 
can do that as well as they can—and save the money.

more thieves, gamblers, drunkards, paupers and prostitutes 
than any other nation of the same size in the world. M*' 
Studd pointed out that the great difference between England 
and China was that “ England had got the Bible and China 
had not.” We presume this accounts for the physical, intel
lectual, and, we venture to add, the moral superiority of the 
Chinese. It seems desirable, therefore, that instead of on* 
sending missionaries to the Chinese to induce them to accept 
the Bible, the Chinese should send missionaries over be« 
to induce us to give the Bible up.

We have been favored with a copy of the Pastoral Letter 
for Lent of the Catholic Bishop of Galloway. This reverend 
gentleman calls upon the faithful to shun those who are 
guilty of “ foul concubinage ” by marrying outside the 
Catholic Church. He is also very anxious that working-men 
should not fall the “  prey of purely secular organisations- 
At the end of the letter is a list of “  dispensations.” ^  
faithful are told when they may eat meat or fish during 
Lent; even drippiDg and lard are mentioned, and (nB 
comedy!) the permission to eat butter is “ extended to the 
use of butterino and margarine.” Fancy a lot of grown-nP 
people allowing a pious old gentleman to order them ho"' “ 
regulate their meals 1 And fancy a God who dictates in 
worshipers’ bill of fare 1 Talk about “ blasphemy ” ! Ftee’ 
thinkers are not in it with Catholics.

Another haunted house has cropped up at the little viilfg® 
of Copmere, some three miles from Eccleshall, Staffordshire 
You never find a haunted house in the main street of a bl? 
town. Ghosts like plenty of olbow room and not too maC 
light. ____

Here are two sentences from one and the same article "*
the Daily Chronicle : —

(1) The maintenance of our naval supremacy is one of
primal duties of a British Government. oB

(2) This race in armaments is a melancholy commentary 
Christian civilisation in the twentieth century.

Beautiful!

Mr. Samuel Wilders Mayes, a well-known resident  ̂
Barrow-on-Soar, committed suicide by lying on the raI ̂ ¡v6 
front of a train, which cut him in two. Ho was an ^  , 
worker in the Wesleyan Methodist Connexion and ste ^  
to the Loughborough Circuit quarterly meeting, N® ^ 
been suffering from some affection of the head, wLrcil ej.e 
bandaged when he destroyed himself. Consequently * 6
does not appear to be any moral to the incident—aS 
would be if he had been a Secularist.

Some of the newspapers have been announcing that 
Johnson, the black pugilist who defeated Burns at Melbourne, 
has become a Bible Christian and has already been booked 
to preach. Other papers report that he is trying to arrange 
a fresh fight with Jeffries. This may concern the Chris
tians. It doesn’t matter to us.

A paper called the Modern Man, in the middle of an 
article on the press reports of divorce cases, represents the 
Rev. A. J. Waldron as referring to the lectures of “ the 
atheists of the public parks ” as “ the blasphemous filth 
poured out by these brutes,”  and as dreading the result to 
innocent children who “ gathered round these ranting 
ruffians.” No Atheist will trouble much about this. It is 
Pastor Waldron’s way. He is full of Christian charity, and 
“ acts accordin’ ”—and his pleasant, polite manners are 
proverbial. But we venture to inform the Modern Man 
that Freethonght papors do not report divorce cases. They 
leave the monopoly of that profitable business to the Chris
tian press—morning and evening, and in between. News
papers that all belong more or less to Church or Chapel, and 
“ draw the line ” at the wicked Freethinker, turn an honest 
penny (or halfpenny) by printing “ what the French maid 
saw in the bathroom,” and similar stimulants to pious 
concupiscence.

Mr. C. T. Studd, the old International cricketer, has taken 
to work in the Lord’s vineyard, which is possibly more pro
fitable. His address on “ Playing the Game,” delivered 
before a Y. M. C.A. meeting at Canterbury, is reported in the 
local press. Ho had a good deal to say about China, which 
ho has visited. Ho said that tho Chinese were “ fine men 
physically,” whilo on the intellectual side if his auditors 
would “ spend one year in tho middle of China they would 
come back with as much cuteness as over thoy would get in 
ten years in a lawyer's office in England.” But the Chineso 
were not like the English who “ ruled a quarter of tho 
world ”—and (the speaker might havo added) comprised

BLIND FAITH.
of tbfii*How many Christians try to verify tho dogmas 0 

faith ? How many of them think out the question 
Christ 
of whether
have
tion

How many of them think out the quostion 
is God ? How many of them think out the ‘1 eflt 

mother the miraculous stories of tho New T®s oes- 
any truth? How many of them think out 
of whether Jesus Christ was born without a j|j0 

Or whether he rose from the dead, or whether, dur 
crucifixion, there was a wholesale resurrection ° 
saints ? How many of them take the trouble ^  frot# 
whether Jesus Christ could havo ascended into ke a . 0y 
two different places and at two different times ? 1 ,
told in their childhood to believe these things, a ¡̂s 
never afterwards criticise Christianity. It 1S. jjie® 
reason that the faith of nine hundred and nia ir o 
out of every thousand is determined, not by 1 
reason, but by the geographical accident of their ^ p l

ication they have received. If faith wit 0 e oil*the education they 
ledge is credulity, this is credulity, To bolievo becaos® it;IvUgO J9 LJLLUUllUj | wi-ilo iO LLvjUUUUj i  X U , • .« J()l

teachers taught us, without giving us any fouuda *fta 
to go on believing it without ascertaining or acdul*jjeij it 1 
evidence; if this is faith, and it appears to bo, jjj»09 
credulity, and such a faith must be rather a cu 
blessing.— 0. IV, Foote.

IN.
me*®#WHERE THE MIRACLE CAME ^

Tho preachor tried to oxplain to an old lady i^fnd 
of the scriptural expression, “ Take up thy bed 
by saying that tho bod was simply a mat or rug 0 ,, j ce,v 
up and carried away. “  No, no," replied the la y< 
believe that. Tho bed was a regular four-P08 ^  0’ V 
would be no miraclo in walking away a 
or rug on your back."

wi
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Hr. Foote’s Engagements

P̂r*l 4, 11, 18, 25, St. James’s Hall, London.

To Correspondents.

L loyd ’ s L ecture E ngagements.—March 28, Holloway; 
April 4, Forest Gate ; 25, Greenwich.
Bp President’ s H onorarium F und : Annual Subscriptions.— 
previously acknowldeged, £153 13s. Gd. Received since.— 

Bailey, £6; J. G. Finlay, £1; S. Valentine Caunter, £1 Is.; 
Uiw° Readers at Point, Natal, £1.

■ J. H enderson.—Hope you are better now the arctic weather 
retired.

• H. Side.—The wonder is that you wear so well at your great 
ge. Wo are glad to know that you do avoid gratuitous risks, 

j, lss  ̂Race sent you the tickets in a formal way.
' • Osborne.—Always glad to receive raw material for one of 
0ur Paragraphs.
0 . F inlay (Pretoria), sending his subscription - -
dent’s Fund, hopes “  the a 
111 spite of the bad times.”

by holding 
social.”

■We had noted the announcement of Professor Frazer’s

8 Fund, hopes “  the amount asked for may be exceeded, 
^  - -lute of the bad times.”

' Hall.—Thanks for ever-welcome cuttings.
Ca i?EAKIN (Bombay) sends us £2 “  for the fighting fund for 

mberwell.” The Dulwich Baths protest meeting alone cost 
<jUa nearly £5.
U ^Billii>3.—gee “ Acid Drops.” Thanks. 

an‘ H°dds, secretary, Newcastle-on-Tyne Branch, asks us to 
Lt °UnCe that the bazaar initiated by Mrs. Hutty in aid of the 
0wi nre Fund has been put off to the back end of the year, 
a»d tb ° the necessity of making the most of the contributions, 
will .,e desire to ensure success by holding it in conjunction 

the Branch’s annual

k°°h ! but thanks, all tho same.
"eni KEB-~r^tad to hear you find the Freethinker so useful and 

d V* 'Mmensely.”  You must bear with the bigotry of 
Kath "eoP 6 about you as good-temperedly as you can.

seems to us that your reply as a Catholic to Sir 
Romn • "hite as a Protestant, as to the alleged resistance by 
sh to the placing of the Bible in the hands of tho people,
in 0 aPpear in a Catholic or a Protestant journal rather than 
Plyirm Umna' It would be a different thing if you were ro

ll, jj ° tc aomething that we had said. 
linker '8,.'~H*eased to receive your hearty thanks to the Free- 
visit,, I°r what you call “  their noble work.” Mr. Foote 
Winter Vlanchester with tolerable regularity twice during the 

I- H. C\r
*0<WrrlT, R'—Pleased in one sense to hear that you are looking 
* WitVi ’ t0 a .8econd volume of Wheeler’s Footsteps of the Past 
i disan^ai'®noe ”—Hut sorry in another sense, for you will 

Joseph Mazzini Wheeler was for many years 
He died nearly eleven years ago, before he

ORf
COQlfl

'appointed.
sub-editor. uiOU 1AOM1AJ JV.

j>. tt '1 see a second volume through the press.
Tbi- Hear.—Don’t try to prove a negative. The facts of 
t o 41118 Paine's death may be found in our Infulcl Deatli-heds 

°annot always be printing them in the freethinker.
to*?*8 for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed4 Newcantln-o«.— a. t* • ■* 1 1 ”  ^^ï°IUR*6v'0a8t'e'̂Street, Farringdon-street, E.C.
atieeT Polices must reach 2 Newcai 
inserted 'C’ ’ by first poat Tnesday'

Newcastle-street, 
or they

Farringdon 
will not be

fion84 ° r,. Gerate-“seer p --ture should be sent to the Manager of tho 
2 Newcastlo-street, Farringdon-street, E.C., 

la* j / 1 to the Editor.
?®Ce.ePoster WiI1 H® forwarded direot from the publishing 
l0s. 6df. y ,jee> at the following rates, prepaid:—One year, 

• i naif year, 5s. 3d. ; three months, 2s. 8d.

5.

Easter E g g s  for Freethought.

■̂ e birt 8̂ tmportant Christian celebration.tSTE - mon event; it meanthe -.«a of Christ was a com nothjng in P*1*
hthing in particular, and 0 „ Christian1 j-

¿ ulat' His death was the main r, otion has
>  of the crucifixion andf ̂ ^ n i t y . W }

eu ihe great motive power o pathot1
êars to have known notbinB Beiaed upon
ftative of Christ’s last hours, Qhrist bo no
6 teBQtteotion as aU-imPorta° ;‘ ,n auA wo ot a ll 

to  »aid,.. t o  is  OM  ia it t  tam , 
etl haost miserable.”

Now I want English Freethinkers, or at any rate 
the readers of this journal, to mark the Eastertide by 
doing something for their own cause. Easter offer
ings will be taken up in all the churches. Let us 
take up one in the Freethinker.

May I venture to suggest that Freethinkers have 
not yet mastered the art of giving ? Some of them 
give liberally, and give always; but many give 
nothing, and thus miss one of the pleasures of life,— 
though it is not included in Lord Avebury’s cata
logue. I do not say that this is their fault. Some 
of them have only a little to give, and perhaps don’t 
like giving i t ; others live at a distance from any 
Freethought organisation, and are a bit lazy and 
procrastinating, like most of us, and hate the trouble 
of forwarding a donation, though they would “ part” 
cheerfully enough if anyone were at hand to take it 
from them. Now I beg the indolent ones to make 
an effort for once, and I offer the poorer ones an 
opportunity of contributing without looking mean or 
ridiculous.

It is a long while since I had a SHILLING 
MONTH in the Freethinker, and I propose to have 
one in April. Between April 1 and April 30—and 
the nearer the first date the better—I ask the readers 
of this paper to send me any number of shillings, 
from one to a million, for Freethought. Let none of 
them be ashamed to send one shilling; let none of 
them hesitate to send any number of shillings. The 
little donation will be accepted ; the big one will not 
be returned.

Those who send me shillings can write me a letter 
at the same time, if they have anything to say, and 
I will read their communications attentively.

Now for what will be done with the money. I 
propose to pay over one half the total to the National 
Secular Society, which is really in want of the sinews 
of war. I propose to devote the other half to the 
Freethinker, in advertising it, and pushing its circu
lation in other ways. I may add that I am losing 
money every week now that the responsibility for 
the paper and its adjuncts rests entirely upon me.

We ought to raise five thousand shillings easily 
in this way, and I hope we shall do it.

G. W . F o o t e .

Sugar Plums.

London Freethinkers—east, west, north, and south—aro 
earnestly invited to take note of the course of Sunday 
evening lectures by the President of the National Secular 
Society during April at the beautiful new St. James’s Hall 
in Great Portland-street. This is a grand opportunity, and 
the London “ saints ” should strain every nerve to make the 
most of it—so that the fine hall may be crowded every 
evening. Each of them should make up his mind to come 
to as many of the four lectures as possible, and to bring as 
many friends with him as possible. Mr. Foote will do his 
part by putting his very best work into his lectures. And it 
is hoped that this may be a stepping-stone to future courses 
of lectures in first-class halls, and even theatres; in which 
courses other lecturers, as well as Mr. Foote, will be able to 
participate. So much depends on this course. That is why 
we invito the active co-operation of the whole Freethought 
party in tho metropolis.

In spito of tho miserable weather, there was a very much 
improved attendance at tho Woolwich Co-operative Institute 
on Sunday evening, when Mr. Foote delivered the third and 
last of tho courso of lectures there under the auspices of tho 
Secular Society, Limited. The audience was a fairly large 
ono, and included a gratifying proportion of ladies; and it 
was thoroughly interested from beginning to end. Mr. 
Alison made an excellent chairman. Ho Rtrongly invited 
discussion, but nono was forthcoming. Somo of tho local
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Christian champions seem to find it much easier to answer 
Mr. Foote in his absence. Self-Denial Week.

The weather was all against the last “ social ” at Anderton’s 
Hotel, Fleet-street, on Thursday evening, March 18, under 
the auspices of the N. S. S. Executive. London was in a 
filthy condition, and those who did attend the “ social ” had 
to travel home through pelting rain. In the circumstances 
the assembly was quite as large as could be expected. But 
a good many familiar faces were absent, some of them un
fortunately through indisposition in consequence of the 
severe weather obtaining more or less since Christmas. Mr. 
Foote and Mr. Cohen were both present, but Mr. Lloyd was 
unable to attend. Miss Helen Foote, Miss Florence Foote, 
and Mr. A. B. Moss contributed to the evening’s entertain
ment. One provincial “  saint ’ ’ present was Mr. Joseph 
Bates, of Boston, who had been invited up to London to 
have a talk with the President over the state of affairs down 
there—of which our readers will probably hear more in next 
week’s Freethinker.

We may just mention the fact at once that the local bigots, 
who have been working hard to get Mr. Bates out of the 
town, hoping thereby to stifle the N. S. S. Branch, have at 
last succeeded in doing him all the injury they could. Pres
sure was brought to bear upon Mr. Bates’s employer, who 
had absolutely no fault to find with him and wished to retain 
his services; but the pressure was at length made irresistible, 
and in order not to lose important customers, Mr. Bates’s 
employer had eventually to discharge him. The Branch 
naturally appealed to the N. S. S. President, who requested 
Mr- Bates to come up to London (of course at the Society’s 
expense) and see him. Mr. Foote was not likely to let Mr. 
Bates and the Boston Branch be extinguished in that way. 
He determined to try the experiment, if possible, of station
ing Mr. Bates in the district as a Freethought missionary. 
This will be considered at the N. S. S. monthly Executive 
meeting a few days after this paragraph is penned.

Here is another extract from a reader's letter: “ I have 
recently taken your champion little paper, and am writing 
to thank you and your colleagues for the instruction I have 
received therefrom. I think it is fine, and was agreeably 
surprised to find the paper far above my expectations from a 
logical and scientific point of view.”

“ I have taken the Freethinker for a few months,” another 
reader writes, “ and have learned a great deal from i t ; in 
fact, I think it one of the finest publications for the money. 
I am a young fellow of twenty-one, and feel ashamed to see 
so many young fellows reading either the Bible or the 
Yellow Press. It would do some of them a bit more good 
to read your paper.”

We are glad to see our veteran friend Mr. J. W. de Caux’s 
pen at work in the local press again. He has been tackling 
the Rev. G. P. Tonge this time. The reverend gentleman 
complained that people went golfing on Sunday instead of 
going to church,—his own church in particular, we presume. 
Mr. de Caux asked him who made him a judge of how other 
men should spend their Sundays. This elicited a reply from 
“ Inquirer,” who may be Mr. Tonge in disguise. At any 
rate, ho asked for “ an answer, and to the point.” And ho 
got it. Mr. de Caux showed him, in a loDg letter, that there 
was really no such thing as Christianity at all nowadays; 
the men in the pulpits were ashamed of it, and the men in 
the pews went off to enjoy themselves instead of listening 
to hypocritical sermons.

Love works very strange transformations in young women. 
Sometimes it leads them to try every mode of adding to their 
attractions—their whole thought is how to be most lovely in 
the eyes they would fill, so as to keep out all other images. 
Poor darlings 1 Wo smile at their littlo vanities, as if they 
were very trivial things compared with tho last Congress
man’s speech on tho great Election Sermon ; but Nature 
knows well what she is about. The maiden’s ribbon or 
ruffle means a great deal more for her than the judge’s wig 
or the priest’s surplice.— Oliver Wendell Holmes.

To love is to know happiness but not contentment, rapture 
but not peace, exhiliration but not satisfaction ; for content
ment means inertia, peace means stagnation, and satisfac
tion means satiety, and these three cannot exist where Love 
is. Love and action are co-existent, and where Love is there 
is no repose, but there is rest oven in its restlessness, ecstasy 
in its misery, hope in its fear, joy in its sorrow, and sweet in 
its bitter.—Ella Wheeler Wilcox.

[Socrates stood in front of St. Clement Danes, ana 
contemplated the scurrying crowds of people around 
him.]

Socrates.—“ For centuries I have been worrying 
Psychopompus to let me come back to earth and 
continue my famous Dialogues; and here I have 
been three days in London, and cannot find anyone 
to talk to. Everybody is too busy. It was different 
in Athens. There, everyone was unemployed, and 
was ready to enter into discussion upon any con
ceivable subject; but here the people think of 
nothing but work. I wonder what they do it for?’

[He walked along the Strand, when suddenly k‘s 
attention was arrested by a woman standing before a 
large building, holding a box in her hand. Sho was 
certainly not beautiful. She might even be calW 
repulsive. Her awkward figure was enveloped in 8 
rusty blue dress, and her ugly face was surrounded '>) 
a still more hideous blue bonnet, on which was a brig“* 
red ribbon, bearing the words “  Salvation Army.” 
box seemed to contain something heavy; for she shoo 
it now and again, and produced a rattling noise; an 
Socrates could see printed on the front of it, in latSe 
letters, “ Self-Denial.” ]

Socrates. — “  Strange that these modern 
should advertise their self-denial by standing 1° < 
public street and shaking a rattle. Very strange- 
should like to ask the woman what it all means; 
one cannot start discussions here, with all the3 
people rushing about.”

[At this moment he noticed a motor-bus standing 
because the police were holding up the traffic acr.° 
Wellington-street. For three days he had been try1 j  
to get a ride in a motor-bus; but had not succee 
because they would never stop long enough to le* “L 
get in—in fact, born Londoners have complained of 
same difficulty. This was an opportunity too 8°oi\ot 
be lost, so he climbed in and sat down. The conduc 
demanded to know where he wanted to go. S°°r 6i
had not the faintest idea; but he held out twop<blueand the conductor seemed satisfied and gave him a -  ̂
ticket in exchange. The bus thundered along.  ̂ g 
Socrates was surprised to see that every quarter  ̂
mile or so there was a woman in blue, standing]11 ^0 
street, and shaking a box labelled “ Self-Denial.  ̂
was about to make inquiries of the other PasseD[̂ uc- 
when the bus stopped with a sudden jerk; the c°D ¡̂ . 
tor put in his head, glowered at Socrates, and a 
“ Your ticket don't go no further.” It might have ^  
expressed differently; but Socrates took the hlD ,flBl 
alighted. He was now in another part of 
where the streets were wider, and there were -ai 
people ; but in tho distance ho saw another Self- j0 
Damsel shaking her box. He accordingly walked ria  

the lady and addressed her in his bost Athenian
Socrates.—“ Fair virgin ; may I ------ ” ,j,0!
Self-Denial Damsel.—“ Hal ha ! ha ! ba ! - 'sScr- 

30 ! ho ! H a ! h a ! ha ! ha ! You are a funny ]°
If I were not saved I could tell you a story.” ¡0g 

Socrates.—“ Pray do not lot the faot of y°ur 
saved interfere with my hearing tho story.”

S.-D. Damsel.—“ W ell; when I was a girl 
in the country, and there was a captain tn g0 
Captain Fraser— and he fancied himself a lot h0 ^  
he had been in the King’s Army; and one 
uncle, who was a hearty, jolly sort of n̂ a p  
Captain Fraser looking at a cricket match > apd 
walked up to him and slapped him on the ba D ĝgt 
called out, ‘ Hullo, old chappio I ’ Captain , jp, 
drew himself up, glared at unde, and reph0 ’ ̂ e\\, 
Hardbake, I may be old, but a chayyic, never' 
that rather tickled us girls; ana we werecl,a$fc\ 
saying to one another, ‘ I may be old, but a ^  9ll 
never;’ or words to that effect; and, one o a y ^  $e 
went to a picnic; and there was tho curate, ‘ 0pie< 
parson, and the squire, and a lot of first-da®9 gij0 
It was a beautiful day when we started, wit i 0uf 
shining lovely; so we put on our best ba 0 rg0]v  ̂
lightest blouses, and went and enjoyed , pc* 
immensely. About an hour before wo stlll*rj er 9 , 
home, it came on to rain, and rained ha 
harder; and we had none of us brought 0
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Proofs or umbrellas ; so my cousin Carrie went up to 
curate and asked him to lend her his umbrella, 

oocause she had forgotten hers. ‘ And so you have 
bought nothing,’ said the curate ; * Ah, foolish 
virgin ! ’ To which Carrie promptly replied : ‘ Mr. 
borate, I may be foolish,, but a virgin, never 1 ’ ” 

Socrates.—“ A most interesting story-—most in
vesting. It may even be humorous; but I am 
«raid that as a stranger and a foreigner I do not 
quite grasp all the allusions in it.”

S.-D. Damsel.—“ So you’re a foreign bloke, are you ?
' thought you looked queer. What place do you 
c°rue from, then?”

Socrates.—“ I come from Athens.”
S.-D. Damsel.—“ From Athens ? Athens ? I fancy 

heard the name before. But where is it ? Is it 
la Prance ? or Germany ? Or is it in America ?” 

Socrates.—“ In none of those places. Athens is in 
Greece.”

Damsel.—“ In grease? Grease! Grea-ea-se I 
, a • ha! ha! ha! ha! h a ! H o ! ho ! ho ! ho ! ho !

Ha! ha! ha! ha! ha! ha! Oh! don’t make 
6 laugh, or I shall drop this bloomiDg box.” 

kV°C,-aies‘—"  Har^on me H I have made any mis- 
n ® in the way I addressed you; but that is our 

here?”1 *n ^ ^ en8, ^ ay  ̂ as^ wI*a'i hhey call you
ijj’''®. Damsel.—“ Oh ! in the ‘ Army ’ they call me 

aPpy Eliza,’ because I laugh at any bally thing.” 
&l̂ °Crates'—“ E m08h charming disposition. It is 
eaoû 8 a Pleasarc to me to meet anyone who can so 

g y extract merriment from the dull affairs of life.” 
t0 Damsel.—“ None of your blarney, you honey-
^  °ld rascal; but just put something in that

[She held out her box as she spoko, and a new light 
~®gan to break on Socrates. Evidently these women 

ere collecting money for some object. Ho put his

Eliza.—“ Don’t sort them over like that
] ~ Old , cii____  j-v.„

■J rna UI-ICJJ u n  o u u i u  u u j o u v i  jljlvj j j i a u  m o

atm in his pocket and pulled out a few coins, and began 
th vvhat he thought would bo appropriate. ~

0 Self-Denial Damsel grow impatient.]
But

old
it miser! Shove in the lot. You’ll never

[Socrates did so, and continued :—]
—“ Now I have contributed, may I ask 

jj 'me collection is for ?”
t)pn'; , . —“ It’s for the Salvation Army Self- 

sDolal Week.”
self 7 a\es'—“ So I see. But who is practising the

penial ?”
—“ Why, the people who give us the 

ddin/’ Cour8e* Some of them walk, instead of 
kve 'o ''ax*cahs ; and then they give us what they* nnrv»~ __ __ _ _i •__

th, oome 0j them give up eating meat, and give 
And*!0 tn°ney they might have paid the butcher. 
vvhab i / 08 of them leave off washing, and give us 

&ocrat^  Wou'd have spent in soap.”
Ah ! it struck mo that a good many Iseen-  in London were sparing themselves the 

Bli z* ,8,0aP ; but I see by your bright face, Mistress 
if y°n  are not among them. ’ 

a e; ■ “ Oh, no ! Not me 1 I ’ll go about with
>  £  dial  whatever haPPen3- No Belf‘denial m
P k S es’- “ Hut who are these people who are 
ones ?®lnS 8elf-denial; are they good people or bad

° is  S za'~~" Ob. good people, of course. The bad
Vq Nothing. Now, yon look a good old soi .

80 you put something more in the box.
[Socrates made a further contribution, and ro- *°atked:—109^- . J

^°se ofCAii " ^bese women in London are just like 
a i taen8'• always pestering one for money.” 
41 at > o n Y o u  giddy old goat! I see you know 

the girls.”{̂Derates r> . ,
y ' “ u‘i lot mo understand you, Mistress 

h° Practr Persuado all the good people in England 
^ibg Cnfe. S0il-denial, and give you money; but, 

*> you do with it ?”
4rtn wo use it for the work of the Sal- 

y- You see we have several Wings.

There is the Rescue Wing. I like rescue work; it’s 
spicy. You see, when a girl has been cuddling the 
boys too much, and a baby is expected, we take 
charge of her and see her through; and when a girl 
has been enticing men in the streets, and has made 
herself ill with drink and excitement, or finds she 
isn’t attractive enough for the business, and wants 
to reform, we take charge of her, and put her in the 
right way.”

Socrates.—“ But stay, Mistress Eliza. Surely you 
do not mean to say that these young women have 
been practising self-denial.”

H. Eliza.—“ Self-denial! Ha! ha! ha! ha! ha! 
Ho! ho! ho! ho! ho! ho! Hee! hee! hee! heel 
hee! hee! You are a silly cuckoo. Of course they 
haven’t been practising self-denial. They have been 
running after the men because they like it, and 
because it is an easy way of making money. Self- 
denial, indeed ! Why, it’s self-indulgence !”

Socrates.—“ Well, then, it seems to me that you are 
trying to encourage immorality by reducing itspenab 
ties. If the women of London find they can take 
their first steps in vice with the full certainty of 
assistance in escaping the consequences, they are 
hardly likely to trouble about preserving their 
virtue.”

H. Eliza.—“ Perhaps not. But that’s not the only 
thing we do. We visit the prisons; and when a 
prisoner has served his time, and comes out again, 
we meet him and give him food and tools and 
clothes, and things. You can’t find fault with that.” 

Socrates.—“ I'm not so sure. The criminal has 
taken money from the honest man. He is main
tained in prison at the expense of the honest man. 
And then he comes out again, and you re-equip him 
at the expense of the honest man. Thus there are 
three separate acts of robbery, and in each case the 
honest man suffers. You have no guarantee that 
you have reformed the criminal; he may only be 
availing himself of your assistance until he has an 
opportunity of starting thieving again. But you 
hardly understand my meaning, Mistress Eliza. 
What I want to know is, has the thief been prac
tising self-denial ?”

H. Eliza.—“ Lord, n o ! He has spent all his own 
money, and then he has tried to get hold of other 
people’s without working for it.”

Socrates.—“ Precisely. Therefore you are doing 
your best to encourage self-indulgence in the criminal 
at the expense of the self-denial of the honest and 
virtuous.”

H. Eliza.—“ Oh, but we help honest people as well. 
When a man has a wife to keep, and a large family, 
we do our best to assist him.”

Socrates.—“ But what business has he with a wife 
and a family if ho cannot support them ? Is a wife 
a necessity or a luxury ?”

II. Eliza.—“ If a man gets me for a wife he’ll have 
a luxury, won’t he ?”

Socrates.—“ No doubt, my good woman. But even 
supposing he takes a wife, why must he burden 
himself with children that he cannot properly 
maintain?”

II. Eliza.—“ Why must he have children ? Why, 
what do people get married for? Ha! ha! ha! ha!
ha! ha! Ho! ho! ho! ho! ho! ho! Ha! ha! ha! ha! 
ha! ha! Hee! hee! hee! hee! hee! hee! Oh lor’, 
oh lor’, oh lor’, you'll kill me with laughing before 
you’ve done.”

Socrates.—“ I fail to see that it is any laughing 
matter, Mistress Eliza. If a man cannot keep his 
body in soberness, temperance, and chastity, but 
produces children he cannot maintain and clothe 
and educate, he is a criminal of the worst kind. 
He expects people who do practise chastity and 
continence and self-denial to bear tbe burden of his 
vices ; he brings innocent beings into the world that 
can only grow up into thieves, loafers, beggars, 
drunkards, wastrels, and rascals of all descriptions.” 

II. Eliza.—“ You can string words together, you 
old clapper-tongue. But why don’t you go and talk 
to the ‘ General ’ ?”

Socrates.—" To whom ?”
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E. Eliza.—“ To * General ’ Booth. He’s the head 
of the * Army,’ you know.”

Socrates.—“ Does he practise self-denial ?”
E. Eliza.—“ Not much! He rides about the 

country in big motor-cars. He travels all over the 
world in first-class trains and steamships. He is 
welcomed with brass bands, and has audiences with 
kings. He is always seeing his own name in the 
newspapers, and has reporters following him every
where. He and the rest of the Booth family have 
everything they want. What do you think ?”

Socrates.—“ But how does the Booth family support 
the expenses ? Have they private property of their 
own, or do they earn sufficient by their own exertions 
to pay their way ?”

E. Eliza.—“ Neither. Every stiver they get comes 
out of the ‘ Army.’ ”

Socrates.—“ And out of the Self-Denial Fund ?”
E. Eliza.—“ Of course.”
Socrates.—“ Then it seems to me that the Booth 

family exist by practising upon the self-denial of 
others. None of these pretended forms of charity 
are new. They have been tried for ages, with the 
invariable result of increasing the evils they are 
aimed at. In fact, they are always being preached 
by those who desire to gain profit or advertisement 
by the exploitation of poverty, misery, vice, and 
crime ; and, as a consequence, the pity and sympathy 
which might, if properly directed, do much to lessen 
the suffering^ of the world, are diverted for the 
benefit of cnarlatans and the profit of impostors. 
Evidently the world has not grown either better or 
wiser than when I lived at Athens, and I shall go 
straight back to Hades.”

E. Eliza.—“ Ta ta, old ugly mug, ta ta. Put some
thing in the box before you go.” ^ ^

The Spirit-Mongers.—II.

By J. P. Bland,
Lecturer at Paine Memorial Eall, Boston.

(Concluded from p. 187.)
Biology, also, presents two objections to our 
Spiritualist brethren that they cannot, apparently, 
satisfactorily answer—namely, those of heredity and 
of man’s animal origin. Let us briefly consider 
these objections. Heredity, as we all know, is the 
tendency of all living creatures to repeat themselves 
in their issues. It is a fact or uniformity of pro
cedure, which operates just as much and as surely 
in ourselves as it does in all other forms of life. As 
Leslie Stephen puts it, “  Each one of us starts as a 
little lump of humanity, every characteristic of 
which is determined by the characteristics of the 
parents.” Or, as Huxley states it, “  This character 
—this moral and intellectual essence of a man—does 
veritably pass from one fleshly tabernacle to another.” 
But in what form does it pass ? It passes over, as 
we positively know, as physiological eubstance 
possessed of psychological possibilities, these possi
bilities eventuating, under normally favoring condi
tions, into psychical realities ; the essential charac
teristics of the whole being primarily determined by 
those of the physiological units with which the indi
vidual began. Now, all these things are apparently 
clearly true, and Galton has given us his estimate of 
the proportions in which we inherit our physical and 
mental traits, respectively, from our parents, our 
grandparents, and our remoter ancestry. But their 
scientific doctrine of heredity, resolving, as it does, 
man’s individual nature into a fundamentally organic 
aggregation of physiological cells or units, these units 
coming, directly or indirectly, from many sources, 
utterly negates the possibility of Spiritualism’s soul 
or spirit entity.

And biology’s other blow, its philogenetic one, is 
no less severe. Man, as wo now know, has sprung 
from the lower creatures. As Haeckel tell us : “ Our 
human body has been built up slowly and by degrees 
from a long series of vertebrate ancestors, and this

itis also true of our soul.” Or, as Grant Allen gives 
with reference to man’s mind or spirit, “ Psychology 
has traced the origin and development of min®, 
without a single break, from its first manifestation 
in the polyp, or jellyfish, to its outcome in the son* 
of the poet and the philosopher.” But the impl'03' 
tion of this is self-evident, and it is to the effect that 
if man has a spirit that survives his body’s death, 
then, too, must the lower creatures from which b0 
has sprung have kindred spirits and kindred desw- 

In fact, biologically and psychologically °°°'mes.
sidered, there is no reason that can be advanced i® 
support of man’s personal immortality that cannot»0 
equally advanced in support of that of his sub-hum®®
ancestry; the difference from first to last being but
one of degree, and this difference in no way warrant 
ing any division of this biological and psychologic 
tree into mortal on the one hand and immortal o® 
the other.

And still another difficulty presents itself w00 
we consider the great practical possibilities of Spirl, 
ualism, were it true, and the exceedingly meagre a® 
unsatisfactory results it has yielded. Thus we ®r 
told that our departed are all about us; that tn®J 
know both the things that are here and those to 
are constantly happening; and that these tin®»“ 
which they know they can make known to us. No*

tb0all this opens up an unlimited prospect for , 
delivery here of what I may call spirit goods; 
have any really ever yet reached us? Our pr0 
sional mediums have for more than fifty yea. fl 
essayed to diagnose for the doctor, prospect for 
miner, detect for the law officer, and find for
loser; but has this been done with anything
proaching success, and has it not rather resulted— - - — - - - - ~something like universal failure ? Franklin was 
lost in the Arctic wastes, and Livingstone m o 
African wilds, and all the mediums in all the wo 
with the whole realm of spirits more or less at t  ̂
service, could not and did not tell us where to  ̂
them. When Peary left the other day for the 
Pole, to pass for long beyond the bounds ot j, 
knowledge, did anyone engage some medium to g 
in touch with him till he return ? And yet. ^  
Spiritualism true, that would be a most sê  g$o 
thing to do. Not long ago, one of our besfc-ko 
mediums was practising in this neighborhood. . 
she was publicly asked to locate two poor °hi ay; 
who were then lying, lost and dead, not far * a3 
and, though she tried, she utterly failed to do ’ s 
did also all the other scores of professional me ^ 
in this vicinity. But why ? This same oao ^  
far above the average in ability, and whom jy 
simply because the facts in her case are c0?|jjiyis 
known, this same medium, I say, whose sp ecif 009> 
the reading of sealed letters, was offered ■* > ^  
some three years ago, to read one such u° aod 
most ordinary and unexacting of test conditio > [3 
refused to attempt it. During the past e W 0 
there has been no time in our city when the® 
not been numbers of mediums who have b00 adiojj 
larly and professionally engaged in publicly oge^  
sealed letters ; and yet when once $500 was ^o!i 
here to any medium who would road a 8lD° It0 
in a closed envelope, there were no accept0! ' &g \i 
inference is inevitable. The fact is that >
alleged, the spirits about us see what there is 
and can and do tell us of it ; then, instead of ^  
mediums being, as not a few of them are, °° 0„r 
poverty line, they might, by locating for n 0( 
still undiscovered mineral and other subterr^ g.
Astors’ a n /v “ 1̂ 1 say’ become opulent as »f ^  
utter nnVi anderbilts. Further yet, there ug 
pond if cor?P!ete failure of Spiritualism to m flS
fntodcimmear ' eSi - pr0mi8e8’ fchat ifc would 0,1the £°® munieatl°n with the great and good 0 ¡,
the_bygone ages. The failure here, if ,e ------- -------------------¿han e lse^ V

,0f

even more flagrant and disappointing than ^
For, were Spiritualism true, then might 
will all the precious fountains of wisdom, ^0{i

M6
for0’

gt®1,tl0
VTA* *  tM A i  v u u  J i U C L I U U C  l U l i U U l U U O  VAA. ”  -i Q j j  P

and moral inspiration that havo passe ^rj 
from Moses to Lincoln, Plato to 
to Darwin, Eschylus to Browning, and
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to Ingersoll. And, if we may believe our Spiritualist 
“fends, all these and thousands more of the mighty 
“ead, have returned to us and have brought us their 
eighty messages; and yet the whole has not added 
¡®® particle to our wisdom, one iota to our know-
led 0> or given to us so much as a single immortal
■ne, The output from these spirits of the great 
^parted has not only been really pitiable, but it has 
,?en> for the most part, positively contemptible and 
j posting. Let me give you a case in point. While 
ain now speaking to you here, in another hall hut 

I ew minutes’ walk from here the uniquely peerless 
|nger8oll is also supposedly speaking. And not only 
® ue at this moment supposedly speaking here, but 
18 quite possible that at this moment, too, he is 

.“Pposedly speaking in some half-dozen of our other 
tofirican cities. But what will he say here to-day, 
s Judged by his previous outputs here of this sort ? 
°thing! Nothing whatever that is of the remotest 

VU conse(lnence to anyone. This dead Ingersoll 
is'llt 6 no more like the living one than a jew’s harp 

1 " our heavenly symphony orchestra, or than a 
is like Caruso. In fact, it sometimes seems‘ koirboy9̂3 if

B°nje check should be put on the doings of these 
t. '̂o-ooraical stunts—that to death’s traditional 
ev r°ra have added yet one more; and which, how- 
tegr ^eh-intentioned, not infrequently are both a 
the • ,lon.°n the sanity of the dead and an insult to 

intelligence of the living.
ktin We are frequently told that we really can’t

w about ~ ‘ ‘»ursel Spiritualism till we investigate it for 
di8a; ‘^ ’ and many of us have done so, to onr 
^PPointment. But those who thus tell us do 
tuau8eem to sufficiently bear in mind that this 
yej a6r .k0,8 been investigated again and again, and 
for Jjain> ky those, too, who were specially qualified 
that ° ’ an<t that no such investigation, from
^fe'th^6 ^ u®al° 1Q 1850 to that conducted for 
f°r p aa?  a score of years by the English Society 
favor f n10.a! Research, has ever yet pronounced in 
UajQg ? spiritualism. President Richat, of this last- 
after f Society, not long ago told its members that, 
fetUain° a years °t investigation, Spiritualism still 
0tle of th UnProve  ̂ ! while Sir William Crookes, 

t ia kest-known of living investigators, has 
00 us that “ nothing is proved.” Theus

,, flatter 
that,

“ nothing is proved.” 
may be fairly summed up by say-

to~ ̂ aa,u> scientifically considered, Spiritualism has 
 ̂ siderod^ existence, and that, phenomenally%
>6> t .  

, ̂  the

it
existence, and

has utterly failed to prove its right

fe Q̂om S,seeraB as if the spirit-monger of every sort 
urt> and fu° 80 waY oi the God-monger of every 
«at tbP- both are destined to final extinction. 
Pitch o*r ]?as8inS affects not life’s realities, however 
then» r |jktle it may affect our beliefs concerning 

®ahties; and, meanwhile, whatever great 
aa in storo for us will surely be oursuietnxvVU10 111 atone for us will surely be ours, 

'falbi ai|e> too, if we are wise, we shall keep on
•histti y the light of knowledge, and not by the 

,°f faith • '  ’tfg’g' faith; holding ever fast to the blissful 
to-dav°D £ k0y’ which is the wisely happy living 

’’ ,~~™ruthscelccr (New York).

The Moral of Revivalism.

Yes, the successful men of business and all those who hope 
in future to become successful men of business; also the 
office-holders and all who hope sometime to become office
holders—all these have good reason to welcome the evan
gelist who comes preaching the gospel of submission to the 
“ powers that be submission to an alleged Supreme ruler 
that “ doeth all things well,” and who will reward his 
faithful followers in the next world for all the hardships 
and privations to which they have been unjustly subjected 
while here.

Yes, these “ curbstone ” supporters of Christian theology, 
while often laughing in their sleeves at the absurdity of the 
whole thing—to say nothing of the immorality, the horrible 
injustice of the ‘ ‘ plan of salvation by faith ” in the blood of 
the sen of a revengeful, blood-loving deity,—all these suc
cessful money-getters and place-holders feel themselves 
obliged to welcome and pay the perambulating preachers of 
the gospel of fear, and the more sensational, more lurid, this 
gospel the better. Hence the well-known fact that a preacher 
without a hell to scare people into the church can never get 
up a revival such as those engineered by Torrey, 11 Billy ” 
Sunday, Moody and Sankey, and men of that stamp.

—Moses Harman, in “ Eugenics,” Los Angeles, California

The Manitoba School Question Once More.

It was significant that, before leaving London, England, for 
Canada in January, Archbishop Bruchesi told the London 
Times that “ the last had not been heard of the Manitoba 
school question in Canada.” A dozen years ago Mr. Laurier 
bamboozled the Liberals with the idea that he had made a 
permanent settlement of the whole matter, but circumstances 
that have arisen since, as we have pointed out, show con
clusively that there was an understanding between the 
Dominion government and the Catholic hierarchy that at a 
suitable time Manitoba’s hand should be forced and the 
settlement upset. An opportunity prevented itself when 
the two new Provinces of Alberta and Saskatchewan were 
carved out of the Northwest territories and the boundaries 
of Ontario and Quebec vastly enlarged. Had Manitoba sub
mitted to the Catholic demands, and placed the education of 
one-half of her children under the uncontrolled direction of 
the Catholic priests, her boundaries also would have been 
extended. But the time was not yet ripe.

The latest phase of the matter is now looming up in the 
Deminion Parliament, a new Bill being about to be intro
duced by the government to settle once more the question 
supposed to have been settled a dozen years ago. This 
settlement is to give to Manitoba a large extension of terri
tory and right of way to the sea—on condition, however, 
that she accepts the Catholic terms. If not in full, then, we 
suppose it will be—so much concession so much territory ; 
but, in any case, the irreducible minimum the Catholics and 
the government will accept will be—that in all the added 
territory the Catholic claims shall be agreed to. In order to 
avoid the risk of an ugly defeat at Ottawa, the Bill is to be 
sent first to Winnipeg, and if an arrangement can be arrived 
at acceptable to the Catholics, and which can be pushed 
through the Manitoba legislature, the Bill will be brought 
back to Ottawa and passed with a loud flourish of trumpets 
as a triumph of statesmanship. If no arrangement can be 
come to—if the Manitobans refuse to give way to the Catho
lic demands—then the Bill will bo dropped as quietly as its 
predecessors have been. In either case, Manitoba and some 
of Ontario will remain the only parts of Canada east of the 
Rockies not afflicted with separate State-supported but priest 
controlled Catholic schools, in which education is the smallest 
itom of Bchool work.—Secular Thought.

C jí01 REPENTANCE.
WCeeds 0f P10118 ^auk-director builds churches out of the 
»w*8 °n ’ anc* *s so holy that ho will not read tho
tig?1)80 he wro'n because they necessitate Sunday labor ; 
&8{r suici(W> thousands of families, and sends honest 

leat to tjea 8raves because their strongth of mind is not 
4m eaI UP ut>dor ruin ; supposo ho makes orphans

ho at 1 t^rea<̂  80rr0W moistened by tears;
a»y sar"»aSt.rePent3 nnd gets pardon from Christ. 
5>isery ? those ho has ruined? Will it

»
----  1U1UUU l »» *

,,„a. Th'hj*V it re-unite the brokon homes? It
ijjjr'totig . octrino of repentance is one of tho most 

than aft,CVUr )va3 preached. Men should look beforo 
\ t  ¡novitaM ^ hey should realise that all their actions 

hhsery J) ?onseiluences. They should understand 
a ftv?ay p, aich results from wrongdoing can never bo 

Ven by an ocean of tears.—Q. IF. Foote.

Such gratoful haunts foregoing, if I oft 
Must turn elsowhero—to travel near tho tribes 
And fellowships of men, and see ill sights 
Of madding passions mutually inflamed ;
Must hear Humanity in fields and groves 
Pipe solitary anguish ; or must hang 
Brooding above tho fierco confederate storm 
Of sorrow, barricadoed evermore 
Within tho walls of cities—may these sounds 
Have their authentic commont ; that even these, 
Hearing, I bo not downcast or forlorn.

— Wordsworth

Tho supremo self-indulgence is to surrender tho will to a 
spiritual director.— Oliver Wendell Holmes.

L.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, etc.

Notices ol Lectures, eto., must reaoh us by first post on Tuesday 
and ba marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
W est H am B ranch N. S. S. (Forest Gate Public (Lower) Hall, 

Woodgrange-road) : 7.30, A. Hyatt, “ Jesus, the Day Star on 
High.”  Selections by the Band before lecture.

W ood Green B ranch N. S. S. (Alma Hall, 335 High-road, N., 
three doors from Commerce-road): 7, A. Lewis, “ Secularist 
Propaganda still Necessary.”

COUNTRY.
F ailsworth (Secular Sunday School, Pole-lane) : 6.30, Frank 

Rose, “  Stop the Strike.”
Glasgow Secular S ociety (Hall, 110 Brunswick-street) : 12 

noon, Mr. Lindsay, “ A Defence of Gambling”; 6.30, Mr. 
Guillermo Azor, “ A Modern Heathen.”

M anchester B ranch N. S. S. (Secular Hall, Rusholmo-road, 
All Saints): 6.30, W. A. Rogerson, “ The Earthquake in 
Messina.” With Lantern Illustrations.

South Shields B ranch N. S. S. (above Tram Hotel, Market
place) : 7, Financial Business.

PAMPHLETS by C. COHEN.
Foreign Missions, their Dangers and

Delusions ... ... ... ... 3d.
Full of facts and figures.

An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics ... 6d.
Principles of ethics, based on the doctrine of Evolution.

Evolution and Christianity ... ... 2d.
Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity.. Id.
Christianity and Social Ethics ... Id.
Pain and Providence ... ... ... Id.

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

THE

MARTYRDOM OF HYPATIA;
OR, THE

DEATH OF THE CLASSICAL WORLD.

An Address delivered at Chicago by
M. M. M A N  GAS A R I AN.

Will be forwarded, post free, for
THREE HALFPENCE.

T he P ionzkr Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH
BY

G. W. FOOTE.

Being a Three Hours’ Address to the Jury before the Lord 
Chief Justice of England, in answer to an Indictment 

for Blasphemy, on April 24, 1883.
With Special Preface and many Footnotes.

Price FOURPENCE. Post free FIYEPENCE.

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Ncwcastlo-strcct, Farringdon-strcct, E.C.

B U S IN E SS  CARDS.
Short advertisements are inserted under this heading at the w1® 
of 2s. per half inch and 3s. Cd. per inch. No advertise»® 
under this heading can he less than 2s. or extend beyond o#i 

inch. Special terms for several continuous insertions.

CLOTHING.—Gents’ please send postcard for
terns and self-measurement forms and you 
find quality and price that will astound you.
make our own clothing at forty eight hours Per 
week and pay best rate of wages. T erm s caŝ  
with order. Geo. Jessop & Son, Ltd ., Cloth'0» 
Manufacturers, Batley, Yorkshire.

BRIMSTONE BALLADS , by J. L. Mackenzie, with ¡De
duction by G. W. Foote, Is. Elements o f Social S ci^  
by the late Dr. G. R. Drysdale ; 670 pp., cloth, 
People's History o f the Aristocracy, by George Stanch01» 
174 pp. in wrapper, Is. An Atheist at Church, by Ge0 
Standring; 44 pp. in wrapper, 4d.—G. Standring, l aB 
Finsbury-street, London, E.C.

SUPERIOR Photograph Enlargement, from any d*8*10! 
copy, size 20 in. by 16 in., mounted, and finished 
black and white; packed safely and carriage paid, 1 ^ '. 
Size 15 in. by 12 in., same finish as above, 6s. 6d- 0 
nets, 10s. 6d. per doz. Post Cards, 3s. per doz. ® 
faction guaranteed. Glad to receive inquiries.—H- 
Crow Well Studio, Barnsley.

CYCLES FOR FREETHINKERS.—I am M e^ !f  
“ Ariel,” “  B.S.A.,” “  Eadie,” “ Fleet,” “ Star,’ ® 
from ¿5 5s. Accessories by the best 
Bradbury Sewing Machines. All kinds of ^  
carriages. Lists free to intending parch®8 j 
Please send cash with order, now, to 
Lew is , Cycle Agent, Wilmslow, Manchester.

BEDSTEADS AND BEDDING.—Write for 
Lists. Carriage paid to any part.— C. E- 
CHIER, Kingswinford, Staffs.

address, Is. ; better quality, Is. 6d. Visiting cards i ¡„si 
ladies and gents.. Is. 4d. ; gilt edged, Is. 9d. per 100- . qqO f 
cards, Memos, Billheads, 250 2s. fid., 500 3s. 6d.> k i 
Handbills, 250 2s., 300 3s., 1,000 4s. 6d. All Postf ;cest®( 
P arr (Freethinker), Printer, 70 Cambridge-street, b 
Samples free. General printing.

ECZEMA.—My Eczemo-Cura I guarantee to be 
Give it a fair trial. Post free Is. 3d. and 2s- 
Paper.— S. Burden, Chemist and Pharmacist 30 
road, New Wandsworth, S.W.

glP
I CAN BEAT all thè thè tailors in thè world who soli K  s-:( 

My price is 27s. Od. only. Send for my sampl03
judge for yourselves. Every suit well made from 
fit guaranteed to your own special measures.—D- “*■' 
22 Northside-terrace, Bradford.

5s. Worth of Pamphlets (mixed lot) for 2s. 0d., ®fr.¡¡b, 
Secularism and Socialism from the pens of Drad‘al ” ffi v, 
soil, Foote, Robertson, Watts, Seklew, Pack, y  A p<5
Secularism and Socialism from the pens

man, Blatchford, Hardie, Snowden, and Wishart.- 
696 Bolton-road, Bradford.

------------------ —  —— ------ ------- -----------  free1"
30s. Suits to Measure. Special value to readers of t ne 1 a  

Send for samples and self-measurement form to- ney >'!If 
are not more than satisfied I will return your m 
and you can keep the suit.—J. W. G ott, 28 G
Bradford.

FLOWERS » FREETHOÛ
By G. W . FOOTE.

First Series, doth 
Seoond Series, doth -

Contains Bcores of entertaining and informing 
Articles on a great variety of Freethought topic0-

28. 6 i ‘

20- i

The P ioneer P ress, 2 Nowcastle-streot, F urring1! 011
.gtree*'

I
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T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y ,
LIMITED)

Company Limited by Guarantee

Begietered Office—2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, B.C, 

Chairman of Board o f Directors—Mx. G. W. FOOTE, 

Secretary—B. M. VANCE (Miss),

, 1,18 Booiety vi,¡a formed in 1898 to afford legal seourity to the 
ijojaition an<* application °* ian^a fo* Seoular purpcaea.
Ihe Memorandum of Association seta forth that the Sooiety'a 
“jaota are:—To promote the principle that human conduct 
oald be baaed upon natural knowledge, and not upon super- 

8 a d 8* belief, and that human welfare in thia world ia the proper 
j  4 &U thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry. 
Die?romote universal Secular Education. To promote the oom- 
Uwf asô risation of the State, eto., eto. And to do all Buch 
holfl things are oonduoive to auoh objects. Also to have, 
Otb r0O0*V0> and roialo any sums of money paid, given, devised, 
' bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of 

parpoaea of the Sooiety.
!h mUtility  of members ia limited to £1, in oaae the Sooiety 
Hahm 8V0r 't>0 wonn0* up and the aaaeta were insufficient to oover 

nilitiea—a moat unlikely oontingenoy. 
in» ?m'30ra pay an entranoe fee of ten shillings, and a aubsequent 

®rly subscription of five shillings.
Ut 8 ®°°ioty haa a considerable number of members, but a muoh 
. £8t number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be 
ll 004 amongst those who read thla announcement. All who join 
^Participate in the oontrol of ita business and the trusteeship of 
bon H,°aroes. ** *a nxPreaaly provided in the Artioles of Associa
te r i no manaber, aa suoh, shall derive any Bort of profit from 
tn»Hooiety> sfther by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in 

/ Way whatever.
Dire t Soo^ ‘ y,a affairs are managed by an elected Board of 
tel ra’ 00naiating of not less than five and not more than 

70 Cambers, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) eaoh year,

but are capable of re-eleoiion. An Annual General Meeting of 
members must be held in London, to reoeive the Report, eliot 
new Directors, and transaot any other business that may arise.

Being a duly registered body, the Secular Booiety, Limited, 
can reoeive donations and bequests with absolute security. 
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to make 
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society's favor in their 
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension. 
It ia quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The executors 
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary course of 
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in 
connection with any of the wills by whioh the Sooiety haB 
already been benefited.

The Society's solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battcook 23 
Rood-lane, Fenohuroh-street, London, E.O.

A Form of Bequest.—The following is a sufficient form of 
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators:—" I give and 
" bequeath to the Seoular Society, Limited, the sum of £—— 
" free from Legacy Duty, and I direot that a receipt signed by 
" two members of the Board of the said Sooiety and the Secretary 
" thereof shall be a good discharge to my Exeoutors for the 
" said Legacy.”

Friends of the Sooiety who have remembered it in their wills, 
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Beoretary of 
the faot, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will 
(if desired) treat it as Btrictly confidential. This is not necessary, 
but it is advisable, aa wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, and 
their oontenta have to be established by competent testimony.

LEW IS  START,
C|QA R  m e r c h a n t  a n d  i m p o r t e r ,

LOUGHBOROUGH.
(Established Over Fifty Years.)

W holesale Agent for the

g e n u in e  Ro t h s c h i l d  c ig a r s ,
s supplied to the House of Commons.

Jhe Tv,V m G,a8ury,

I‘ii66id s ,UCation’ ■Whitehall.
Midland, ) 
North Eastern, 
Gt. Northern, r 
Gt. Central, J

Railways.

Ho.
1
2
3
4
5

WE

RoTnSCBILD’ s Own M ake.
Brand. Per 100. Per 50.

Colonias 25/- ... 13/-
••• Rothschilds ... 18/- 9/6
••• Proveedora 17/- 9/-
••• Excelsiors ... 15/6 8/-
••• Key West ... 12/6 6/6

Ho.
6
7
8 
9

10

fav

CAN also R ecommend tue following B rands.
Brand. Per 100. Per 50.

Rameros
Santos
Optifolia
Telmas
Moras

16/-
21/ -
23/-
24/-
30/-

8/6
11/ -
12/-
12/6
15/0

Cigars are British made and o;  excellent quality.
y0U(— or ,us whh a trial and the flavor, shape or sizo 

requirements, wo shall be pleased to exchange them
and pay carriage both ways. 

Terms, cash with order.

%
HoU(.),,1>ostal Orders should he crossed “  Lloyd’s Bank 

orough.” All parcels are sent carriago paid.
ns ôr Imported Cigars on receipt of brand and sizo.

l<%i

Have You Sent Us a Trial Order Yet?
This advertisement has undoubtedly “ caught your eye,” but 

we want to “ catch your feet." Remember we return your money 
in full in the remote event of dissatisfaction. We are confident 
that if you will send us a trial order, we shall get your future 
business without asking.

The
Business Man’s 

Boot.
Real box calf, straight 
golosh, jockey hack, drill 
lined, medium toe, best 
soles. Warranted all 
solid leather. Stocked 
in sizes 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 

and 10.
We have now decided ta 
supply lace and Derby 

pattern same price.
8s. 6d., post free.

LADIES.—Roal box calf, well made and smart appearance. War
ranted all solid leather. Lace, 5s. lid. Button and Derby, 
6s. 3d., post free. If this boot is not worth 2s. more than you 
pay for them, we will refund your money and pay carriage 
both ways.

Catalogue sent post free on application.

What Freethinkers say of our Boots.
Ref. No.

2005. “ We are very well pleased with the boots sent.”
2016. “  Pleased with the hoots. Forward another pair.”
2023. “ Received parcel safe. Highly satisfied.”
2039. “  Received boots and am highly satisfied. Cannot get

anything like them hero for the money.”
2051. “  Boots received. Delighted with them.”
2052. “  Very well pleased with shoes.”
2063. “  Boots fit very well and am greatly pleased with them.”
2058. “  Ladies boots give great satisfaction.”

When ordering please enclose postal order and state 
your requirements

WniTEIIOUSE & CO., BOOT FACTORS, STOURBRIDGE.
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S U N D A Y  E V E N I N G  F R E E T H O U G H T  L ECT UR ES
IN THE BEAUTIFUL NEW

ST. J A M E S ’S H A L L ,
G R E A T  P O R T L A N D  S T R E E T ,  L O N D O N ,  W .

BY

Mr. G. W. FOOTE,
ON

A p r i l  4, 11, 18, a n d  25.
Full Particulars Next Week.

GREAT RED U CT IO N S.
M aking Room for Fresh Stock.

INGERSOLL’S WORKS.
Orders from the following list of catalogue prices are subject to a discount of 66| per cent; in other 
words, the price under the present offer will be one third of the published price. This gives Freethinker 
readers an opportunity of making a cheap collection of Ingersoll’s Lectures and Essays, including several 
that are not otherwise obtainable except in the expensive Dresden Edition. No order must be less than 

sixpence. Postage, if sent by post, must be allowed for in remitting at the rate of 2d. in the shilling-
s. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
G 
0 
0 
0 
0

A Christian Catechism...
s .
0

cl.
6 Oration on W alt W hitman

Art And Morality ... ... 0 2 Real Blasphemy
A W ooden God ... ... 0 1 Reply to Gladstone ...
Creeds and Spirituality 0 1 Rome or Reason ?
Crimes against Criminals • . • . .. 0 8 Shakespeare ...
Defence of Freethought ... ... 0 4 Skulls
Do I Blaspheme ? ... ... 0 2 Social Salvation
Ernest Renan ... ... ... 0 2 Superstition ...
Faith and Fact. Reply to Rev. Dr. Field... 0 2 Take a Road of Your Own
God and the State 0 2 The Three Philanthropists
House of Death 1 0 The Christian Religion
Ingersoll’s Advice to Parents. — Keep The Coming Civilisation

Children out of Church and Sunday-school 0 1 The Devil
Last W ords on Suicide ... ... 0 2 The Dying Creed
L ive Topics ... ... 0 1 The Ghosts ....
Marriage and Divorce. An Agnostic’s The Holy Bible

View... 0 2 The Household of Faith
Myth and Miracle 0 1 The Limits of Toleration
Oration on Lincoln ... ... 0 8 W hat is Religion ?
Oration on the Gods ... ... ... 0 G W hat must W e Do To Be Saved ?
Oration on Voltaire ... ... 0 3 W hy am I an Agnostic ? ...

THE PIONEER PRESS,

NOW READY.

NATURAL RELIGION
OB

THE S E C R E T  OF ALL T H E  CREEDS.
BY

F. J. B. US
Being an abbreviated rendering in English of the great work of Dopuis, L ' ° n g i n e d e tô 0 
Cultes, first published in 1794, from which Robert Taylor, Logan Mitchell, and other ,fllC9 
mythical exponents of Christianity have so largely drawn. This little book thoroughly 
the astronomical origin of Christianity, in a manner which everyone may easily un ¿j]o&°S 
It will be of the deepest interest to Freethinkers and an astonishing eye-opener to Op apoi0< 
Christians. Its value is enhanced by the inclusion of three important plates from v  

reproduced (with difficulty) on India paper, which will not break with folding-

Bound in Cloth. Price Two Shillings.
Postage Twopence Extra.

THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON 8TREET, LONDON^
Printed and Published by tho P iomekr P ress, 2 Newcastle-streot, London, E.C.
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