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The whole world is in a manner a state: my city and
country as far as | am Antoninus is Borne, but sofar as
~an aman it is the world.— Marcus AURELIUS.

A Dead Soldier of Freethought.

The last number of tbe Tm isc ~ wbich I wa8
New York contains a piece 0 n “we’VO montbs or
not exactly unprepared. ’'Macdonald, tbe editor
more Mr. Eugene Montague brave figbt f°r

of that paper, bad been 1D flll aifleases, tuber-
lit. >BJ w one ot the meet 4 » « “' r ta tbe

“ lorn ot tbe longs. Hehri > f and bad
capable hands of bis devo e s,ending all Nis
been trying the simple-life cur¢nY“tion generally

time in tbe open air. Gon * jotimB hope;
shows one mercy, it leaves recovering,
and Mr. Macdonald thought ne Bbarea the
though few of bis friends cou last message to
delusion. In what was to ® ,,» my friends

them, be said: “1 am so 8™ ° U
tor their sympathy and aid t a

He ended with the words » Al" ftyB
hope he will always remain. or

ob express it.”
nrs” Andsol

long,hard fight
ena came on

is over at last, and he is dea . tbe winter
Friday, February 26. Going nps ~ York, be
home he had established in a er ' aQimpaired
started coughing at the top; t ewa “torrent, and
artery gave way, blood gushed gibe flnai
be died in the supporting arms o arrivea.
stroke of death waB happily swi afternoon,
The funeral took place on -Reraen, New
Narch |, at the crematorium in Nor 3nger8oll

Jersey. Amongst the mourners wer M e u

her_sister, Mrs. Farrell, Mis* ™ ~ Vsup
Hr. E. B. Foote, and Mr. Harry Stephenson, s
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Hiends, he said in conclusion”® ana to

H M. Macdonald surrendered his i immor-

bamanity, and so achieved the only

tality." j 1855.
Hugene Macdonald was born on his’ fifty-

His death thus occurred three wee's ae and

toatth birthday. He was a printer by . D

this fact brought him into contact WL Bennett
Hennett, tho founder of the Truthseek ‘Macdonald
ct up a printing office of his own 1888,
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Merest in the paper and business, lormi b
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fs.r the best arrangement. °
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weekly in America going ; and |, for one, know that
this could have been no light achievement; nay, |
believe the day will come when that achievement,
simply stated as a matter of fact, will do more for
his fame than a thousand pompous epitaphs, and
will secure him a proud and durable distinction.

Eugene Macdonald was not a public speaker,
neither was he a brilliant writer, although he could
express his views with force and lucidity. What,
then, was the secret of his great achievement? He
had a clear, sagacious mind ; he was amply endowed
with common sense ; he always saw the vital point
of the question before him ; he had much practical
capacity ; he was veracious and honest, and he was
profoundly devoted to the cause of Freethought.
Those were the qualities and characteristics that
made him successful, when showier talents often
led to nothing, sometimes to failure, and occasionally
to disaster. One may endorse, in particular, the
following words penned almost over his coffin by his
brother George :(—

“ He was absolutely a man of his word, no matter
how lightly given. Whatever might happen to him in
this or any conceivable world he would not lie, and any
equivocation in others lowered them fatally in his
esteem. He placed the interests of Freethought and of
the Freethinkers of the country before everything else.
Thus he was misjudged, and bore the misjudgment in
silence, rather than betray Freethinkers to the support
of doubtful enterprises undertaken by incompetent per-
sons whose disastrous failure was assured. He would
rather be misjudged by others than do what his own
judgment did not approve.

Men of this stamp are in more ways than one the
salt of the earth. They not only belong to the
world’s elect spirits, but they keep it from rotting.
Theirs is essential manhood. They do not lean
upon others,—they rely upon themselves ; in the long
run, others come to lean upon them,—and they are
strong enough to bear the strain, without yielding
to tho vulgar temptations of covetousness or the
subtler temptations of vanity. Nothing turns their
heads, any more than it turns them from their
purpose.

It is one of my own pleasant memories that I
made a personal acquaintance with Eugene Mac-
donald during my visit to America in 1896. |
expressed a high opinion of him then, I have ex-
pressed it often since, and | express it with greater
conviction than ever now. | believe he had the
business ability that would have enabled him to

make plenty of money in the commercial world. But
his mind was set on something higher. He dedi-
cated himself to the service of principles. He was

entitled, in his degree, to echo the noble words of
Heine : “ Lay a sword upon my coffin, for I was a
loyal soldier in the war of the Iliberation of
humanity.”

G. W. Foote.
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The Bankruptcy of God.

“ 1t looks as though God had gone bankrupt,” said
the Eev. F. B. Meyer, in the coarse of a recent letter
to the British Weekly. The expression is one that
could only be counted permissible in a preacher of
the Gospel. Had it been used by any other— above
all, had it first appeared in the Freethinker— it would
have been pointed to as an example of our vulgarity,
coarse abuse, and want of consideration for other
people’s feelings. | do not believe that, apart from
the absurd claims made for religions opinions, that
the expression would show these characteristics ; but
it would certainly be called all | have said, and
more. It is puzzling to see how my next-door
neighbor is injured by my sayiDg something con-
cerning God; but on matters of religious belief people
are very peculiar. Over the famous pious lie of the
Atheist who pulled out his watch and gave God
three minutes in which to strike him dead, religious
people have worked themselves into a quite unwar-
rantable state of excitement. Three minutes always
seemed to me quite an unreasonably long time to
allow; and if there is a God, and anyone cares to
take the risk, I fail to see by what right anyone
objects. If the Atheist had challenged Deity to
prove his existence by killing the Archbishop of Can-
terbury, the matter would have worn a different
aspect. But he took all the risks of his own conduct
— a not unusual habit of Atheists. And as the story
goes on to say that the Atheist was not struck dead,
one is bound to infer either that God does not exist
or that he was not angry with one who was trying
to settle the question one way or the other. Any-
way, the interference of believers seems quite gratui-
tous, and, as regards Deity, highly impertinent.

The blasphemy of believers is evidently permis-
sible. Martin Luther refers pityingly to *“ poor
half-witted God Mr. R. J. Campbell says the
orthodox Deity is contemptible ; and now Mr. Meyer
says it looks as though God has gone bankrupt. And
so | may be permitted to take up Mr. Meyer’s expres-
sion, and inquire whether God really is bankrupt or
not ? It must be admitted there is much to suggest
such an inquiry. No one knows whether there is a
God or not, and no one is certain what he does, or
how he does anything, even assuming his existence.
Let one theologian find sure evidence of God’s exist-
ence in one direction, and another is bound to start
up and tell him he is quite mistaken. Whereas one
finds the mark of God’s anger in a catastrophe like
that of Messina, another scouts the suggestion as
repugnant to our moral feelings, and an insult to the
majesty of God. Nonconformists have said recently
that in throwing out the Licensing Bill, the House
of Lords was obstructing God’'s work, which looks
as though in this country God can only do as he
wishes subject to the approval of our Second
Chamber. Others issue appeals for the public to
help God’s work of human regeneration. Help God !
The very suggestion seems to savor of impiety or
distrust. For if the Lord only helps those that help
themselves, it is also true that those who can ade-
quately help themselves need no other assistance.
And the rule must hold as good with God as with
man. For if the Deity needs our help it is a sign
that his own resources are limited. Altogether there
really does seem room for an exhaustive inquiry on
the subject of God’s bankruptcy.

Let me, then, suggest to Mr. Meyer the lines such
an inquiry should take. The first condition of bank-
ruptcy is an inability to meet the legitimate demands
made upon one. Now, theistioally, the whole of the
universe, including of course human nature, is part
of an ordered plan. God created everything, designed
everything; he foresaw the end from the beginning;
and the responsibility for everything rests with him.
Human beings are born into the world by no act or
wish of their own, and are furnished with characters
that they are not in any sense responsible for pos-
sessing. Clearly, then, they have a right to demand
that the power which deoreed their existence should
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make that existence tolerably comfortable. Butthis
is plainly not the case. People are born with phy
sical constitutions that mark them from their birth
as subjects for the prison or the insane asylum, a
with characters that doom them to join the wastrel
class. And as though to make the injustice noe
complete, the circumstances amid which they ae
born and live seem admirably calculated to dewelop
to the full the defects of their organisation. a
larger scale, social conditions often elevate the un-
worthy at the expense of the worthy; while tre
same conditions doom thousands to a constant
struggle with misery and poverty, or reduce them
actual starvation.

It is useless pointing out that the majority “
not come under either of these heads, or even uxk
all of them collectively. A single unsatisfied creditor
may make a concern bankrupt, and a single case o
injustice renders bankrupt the providence of G°'
It is useless, too, to say that God is working
produce a perfect society ultimately. This may be
satisfactory to those who share in the felicity O
that ultimate state ; but it is eminently nnsats'
factory to those who precede that state, becars
God designed that human happiness thousands!)
years hence should be purchased through the sufi®
ing of preceding generations. It is equally ns® ,3
arguing that human conduct can and does rOdre
many evils, and might redress more. This o®
shows that man has more benevolence than c
Deity. When the Liberator Company became
rupt a publio subscription was raised to help
investors, hut the bankruptcy remained,
although human effort may redress the evils of
world as God designed it, the insolvency of
originator of the concern remains. t

Again, a concern may be said to be morally ba
rupt when it loses its credit. How stands G°
this relation ? What amount of faith has the
in the guidance or the protection of Deity ? 1®B
old saying that when a man appeals to God he rec ,
nises how hopeless his position is. “ God helpy”
is not an expression of confidence that God will
it is an utterance of despair at the prospect of kel
just as “ God only knows ” is a pious way of prod
ing ignorance. In illness nearly every Christian
believes that God will, as the New Testament st®
cure the sick, while the few who do believe > (
sent to prison by their fellow Christians for
pious folly. Believers profess to believe that
protects the widow and the fatherless, but Cbn8 »
husbands show no backwardness in well inR0 .j.
their lives—in case of the help not being * 9
coming. “ The Lord watches over this house
text that decorates many Christian homes» |
inquiry will show that the same house is prot™.
by a burglary insurance policy, while special
tion is paid to locks and bolts. In the early
the South African War, when the British tro’L
were meeting with *“ reverses,” there were
outcries as to what was needed in South
No one, however, suggested sending out ~»
ministers of religion. If the suggestion bad
made that all the clergy of the country shorn* dj
been sent out and placed in the firing-lioO» 1g)p
probability none but Freethinkers would hav0
ported the proposal. The very churohes them
are covered with lightning-conduotors to P
God’s buildings from the anger of their 0 (ju
Even the new social Christianity does n°*v
God; it appeals to the electorate to send 0 1
men to power, which they might do equal J . jj
wero it wholly Atheistio. Evidently the be
Deity is in a oondition of moral bankruptcy»
Mr. Meyer would say, it looks as though itIB>

God’s credit is exhausted because no ono \Y
what it is he does or what ho is expected to . Of]
the old days, when God ruled the thunder an
the lightning, when he sent disease and
plague, when prodigies appeared as his r>e880pdirj
and ordeals were resorted to in his name to 0 * #
the innocent from the guilty, faith had achft®
the credit of Deity was proportionately hb

J
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now lightning is reduced to a child’s toy, and disease,
instead of revealing Deity, only reveals an intermin-
gle germicidal warfare. Prodigies are catalogued in
the most prosaic manner, and, from the proud posi-
tion of being so many Mercurys, are now regarded as
evidence of the blundering of a system perfectly
blind to human convenience and welfare. Even
trial by ordeal has gone. No judge takes the
slightest notice of an accused person’s appeal to
9od to establish his innocence, and the accused him-
jNif places most reliance upon a first-rate counsel,
-the othor day, in the case now pending, Mr.
Bottomley referred to “ God’s earth,” whereupon
the opposing counsel objected to such an expression
>n a court of law. No reason was given, but it is
Inst possible that the counsel was of opinion that, in
alaw-court, the Deity could not make good his title
to such a possession. . ,
In every branch of knowledge the direct action ot
Deity is universally ignored, and is often deliberately
denied. Theologians to-day assure us that God only
Works through natural laws, and that it is useless
pnr looking for him in particular phenomena. This,
If true, divests the idea of God of all practical value,
and endorses the Secularist view of life. For if God
°nly works through natural law, and if natural pro-
cesses, so far as human life is concerned, are un-
auected by our religious beliefs, then it follows that
whether there is or is not a God amounts to the
eanee thing. All that we are concerned with is to
develop our knowledge of natural forces and our
capacity for bending them to our requirements.
e decidedly Mr. Meyer’s remark is suggestive. It
“oes look as though God had gone bankrupt. But
jnat is the fate of all concerns that have outlasted
their period of utility. When God did the things I
ave named there was some apparent reason for his
existence. Now that that time has gone, there is
nothing left but to wind up the concern, and dismiss
; 6 large staff of officials who are at present engaged
n satisfying a non-existent need with the shadow of
a vanished commodity. g. COHEN.

“ The Malady of the Times.”

It is taken for granted by many ﬁeopl® Nas_for its
thought is an enemy of ‘the truth, and na”™  tbe

sole object the pulling down of ™ QScr misrepresen-

setting up of what is down. A 8 ° bat makes this

tation would he impossible, ana | those who
possible is the overweening self-conceit oltn

are guilty of it. Christian apologists alwayy ~

their work by deliberately assumi g conse-
are in possession of the truth, a N truth,
guently, their one business is, not t uloos and
hut merely to defend it against u P unbelief
Wicked attacks. They invariably 8ea wjtimate
as a deadly sin, and of unbelievers Jttitude is,
objects of the wrath of God. b>c ‘ eoendence of
of course, fatal to originality and think. The

thought. Ner;}?sarily a believer cannot tbinK._" |
]

L3 lf%‘é WEIBRG of evidences Tr'“apthagakiphis
snfively beyord nir.”, kg k5 OPEISSSIY vitoou_uy uio
dement h a Wou” he robbed of their purity the
the ort,V.«%} eq £8 it in jg%gmentngpg & wiBHt

- orthodox _trmeologlan denounce '’ be&e?,igutlals_o
°nt justification, not only positive joubt is
every form and degree of doubt. times.” We
characterised as “ the malady O 1 rhristians have

are told that “ in recent years < »ear only a
een gffected by a kind of Para iosnel is base
Rttllg é}mrt 0 pa/nlc,’ka Pear that the ( P Ib—'%lth
en a dream or a He, a nervous drea of fable

is resting on nothing better than
«  superstition. As a

there is a secret or avowed “rea r
8lory has been disproved, that the been dis-

Hughty Christ of the New Testame tendency to
solved'into a dream,” and “ there uaten the
despair of the Church.” Such is said

£z IW° T

roaeeming and
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malady of the timeB,” which these timid, fearful
Christians “ share to the full.”

Now, what is the remedy offered for this virulent
disorder ? How can this disconcerting nervousness
of the day be removed ? It is candidly conceded
that “ the citadel has been openly attacked,” that “ it
has been assailed with the most formidable modern
weapons,” that, in short, “ shot and shell have struok
it but that frank admission is followed by the'bold
assertion that “ still it stands impregnable.” It is
needless to discuss the admission, its truth being
beyond controversy; but the dogmatic assertion is
open to the most damaging criticism. As a matter
of simple fact, the citadel does not still stand im-
pregnable. It has already fallen. It is a heap of
ruins; and it can never be rebuilt. The Gospel Jesus
has been finally discredited. It is all very well to
assure us that in spite of everything “ multitudes of
believing souls abide in unbroken tranquillity,” and
that “ these are they for whom the inward solitude
of the soul is ended, who have Christ within them,
the hope of glory but it is equally undeniable that
their number is steadily falling. Criticism is silently
doing its work, and the results are surely telling.
Professors Denney, Orr, and Paterson are strenuous
champions of the Gospel Narratives, but they can
advance no arguments with which to overthrow the
positions so heroically taken up by the critics. Dr.
Denney, in his Jesus and the Gospel, does not even
attempt to destroy them. Although he maintains
that it is mainly on the miracle of the Resurrection
of Jesus that the truth of Christianity rests, yet he
regards the objections raised against this miracle as
“ absurdities,” which he treats with *“ open con-
tempt.” He says:—

“ When the possibility of the Resurrection is denied
and it is assumed that apologetic and other impulses
produced all that is put forward as fact in the Gospels
from the empty Tomb to the Ascension, from which
Jesus withdrew in a kind of solemn pomp from his post
resurrection intercourse with his disciples, and when
attempts are made to show how this production of facts
actually proceeded, the mind has entered a region prac-
tically without law, in which its operations cease to
interest.”

Here, surely, we have the irrational and foolish
attitude of the superior person, who looks down upon
all who venture to challenge any of his fondly-
cherished dogmas. It would be easy enough to turn
the tables on Dr. Denney by declaring that when the
Resurrection is affirmed as a historical event, and it
is assumed that the contents of the Gospels are so
many literal facts, and when attempts are made to
show that these alleged facts are due to supernatural
interferences, the mind has entered a region prao-
tically without law, in which its operations cease to
interest. It is not the possibility of the Resurrec-
tion, but its actuality, that we deny; and of its
actuality neither Dr. Denney nor Dr. Orr adduces
the slightest evidence.

Naturally the Virgin Birth and the Resurrection
stand or fall together. If Christ was a supernatural
personality, the difficulty in accepting the Virgin
Birth vanishes, because such a personality would
require “ for its exercise a unique physical organ,"
and this, again, would point to “ a creative physical
aot.” Then the Resurrection would come in as an
almost necessary corollary. The exodus would not
be out of harmony with the genesis. The fact to be
proved is the supernatural personality, and this no
divine has ever succeeded in doing. The Divinity
of Christ has never been, and never can be, estab-
lished, because no one knows what the term signi-
fies. The Church claims that it is a supernatural
institution, and lives by supernatural revelation and
supernatural aids; but nothing is more certain than
that there is nothing supernatural attaching to its
members. They are exactly like other people in
everything exoept their professions. So, likewise,
Christ is spoken of as a supernatural person; but
when we examine his teaching, as recorded in the
Gospels, we fail to deteot anything in it that savors
of supernaturalism, while the deeds ascribed to him
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are similar to the deeds attributed to all the Pagan
Savior-Gods, in whose Divinity Christian theologians
do not believe.

A little while ago the Virgin Birth was discussed
in the columns of the Daily News. In that debate
two well-known clergymen took opposite sides. The
one was a Unitarian, and he argued against the
Virgin Birth. He emphasised the historical un-
reliability of the Gospel story, and pointed out that
virgin births were common in the heathen world.
The other was a Presbyterian, who firmly believed
in the Virgin Birth ; but his strongest argument for
it was the undoubted fact that many Christian
scholars accepted it as true. Then he administered
a severe castigation to his Unitarian brother for the
assertion that virgin births were common in the
Pagan world, and challenged him to prove that even
one had ever occurred therein. This was merely an
ignoble subterfuge, for it must have been perfectly
clear to everybody that what the Unitarian meant
was that the belief in virgin births was prevalent
among the heathen, not that a virgin birth had
actually taken place. No, a virgin birth never did
happen in any part of the Pagan world; and we as
confidently challenge the Presbyterian to prove that
one ever took place in Palestine. Justin Martyr was
more consistent than our orthodox friend, for he
said: “ When | hear that Perseus was begotten of a
virgin, | understand that the deceiving serpent
counterfeited also this.” Justin perceived that, so
far as evidence was concerned, there was no differ-
ence between the birth of Perseus and that of Jesus,
only the former was brought about by the Devil and
the latter by the Holy Ghost. But when a man
flatly denies the historicity of all the Pagan virgin
births, one is emboldened to demand from him an
irrefutable proof of the Christian virgin birth;
and this he is powerless to supply. Professor Orr
has published a large volume in defence of the belief
in it; but even now so orthodox a theologian as Pro-
fessor Paterson is obliged to confess, in his article on
“ Jesus Christ” in Hastings’ New Dictionary of the
Bible, that “ the literary and doctrinal evidence for
the Virgin Birth leaves something to be desired.”

It is asked, “ Is it true that historical criticism
has taken away from us the Christ of the Gospels?”
and the theological answer is this: “ We are fully
persuaded that the failure of historical criticism to
do any such thing was never more evident than it is
to-day.” There is a sense in which this is wholly
true. What the comparative study of religions has
done is the assigning to Christianity its right place
among the other great religions of the world. It has
not taken away from us the Christ of the Gospels, it
has only made plain to us that he is only one among
many similar Christs, all virgin born, and all risen
from the dead after dying for the world’s salvation.
It has proved beyond the shadow of a doubt that
Jesus is fully as mythological as Buddha or Dionysus
or Mithras, or any other Divine Being or God-man.

It follows that what has been called “ the malady
of the times ” is not a disease at all, but a symptom
of incoming mental health. It marks a stage in the
passage from dream-life to real life. By the help of
modern scholarship the people are beginning to learn
that, while under the spell of the Church, they were
intellectually asleep and emotionally out of balance,
and that the otherworldism which they were in-
structed to cultivate seriously hindered their human
progress. Even the most orthodox man knows that
great changes have already taken place, and that
greater ones are at the door. He may comfort him-
self by saying “ We have the historical Jesus Christ,
and we need no more,” and he may still impose upon
a few simple-minded people with the assurance that
“ the clear and unwavering cry still rings forth from
the city that is set on a hill, the herald cry that
speaks of sin and redemption and immortality and
Christ and God”; but it is becoming more and more
evident to the thinking members of the community
that the night of ignorance and superstition is pass-
ing away never to return, because the day of truth
and knowledge is breaking, and because with the day
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shall come the reign of reason, justice, brotherhood,
love, and service. In spite of all the efforts of the
Churches and their priests to prevent it, Christianity
is slowly hut surely going out, while illuminated
common sense and genuine philanthropy are as
steadily and irresistibly coming in. When that
consummation has been realised, humanity shall
have been completely healed of the malady of

Supernaturalism. J T LioYD

The Sabbath.

By Elijah Greenleaf,

Sometime Pastor of the Methodist Episcopal Church
at Incomingtide, Ky., U.S.A.

Shall | ever forget the Sabbaths of my youth spent
in the quiet manse of that prim New England town?
The children of to-day can hardly imagine what it
meant to be a child then—especially on Sundays-
Every Saturday night the food was cooked and the
table set for all the meals of the morrow. Before
ten o'olock the same evening, toys, newspaper0
story-books, and exercises were carefully stowed ot
of sight, and for the next four-and-twenty hours not
a dish or a spoon was washed, nor the ghost of a laugh
heard throughout the house. It would be impossible
to describe the effect of this custom upon my childish
mind. The Sabbath became for me something awml
and mysterious long before | was told anything abou*
its institution. This knowledge, deemed too wonder-
ful for me at that early age, was subsequently I’
parted by my mother in her clear, crisp, dogmat*0
way. | had tried to amuse myself one Sabbath bj
roasting chestnuts ; and, on being sharply rebuked)
demanded why one should have to keep so still every
Sunday, to which she replied that it was because
God, after spending six days in making the heaven

and the earth, had rested Himself on the seven*

day, and from thenceforth desired that everyo®

else should do the same.

That night, as | looked up at the stars which nu
mother said were all worlds as big as ours, | *
that God must have been very tired after doing S
much work in six days, and found it quite nator
that he had taken a rest on the seventh, thong®
could not see why ho should have ordered ns
follow his example as regards resting, nor P®rcel r
what objection he could have had to playing)
letting others play, on the day he had left off iJ

brooded over the matter some time, and t®
asked mother to tell me about it. She said *
Moses, whose sister hid him in the ark of bnllrns® »
went up into a mountain called Sinai to see God,®
that there, amid a storm of thunder and light®
accompanied by a great earthquake, he received * jj
God two big stone tablets whereon was written”
that God wanted men to do or keep from doing-
brought these tablets down to the people who ~
waiting for him—the children of Israel, for who
had divided the Red Sea—and he told them tba
things written thereon were God’'s commandme”’-j
which they and their children, and their cbu d
children, and everybody else, no matter W y00id

when they might live, must keep, or God rib
punish them terribly, even to the third and (63
generation. Now, she continued, ono of the

and clearest of those commandments is that o

keeping the Sabbath, and keeping it for the r
that | told you of last Sunday— that is, beoa®9
rested on it after spending Bix days in

world. At the same time, and on the same

God gave commandments against lying, 5
and murder, but these commandmonts are __.
bit more binding than that about the observ'at'. iug
the Sabbath ; in fact, they are not put in lIB' co®
like such a striking way. You must keop too Ny

mandments because God gave them, not
other reason ; indeed, there is no o%her rca?y Dy
if you keep one you must keep all, ecause
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rest upon the same ground—the word of the Lord
given to His servant Moses on Mount Sinai amid
iightning, thunder, and a terrible earthquake.
Besides, this God punished the Israelites at different
times for breaking the Sabbath. Moses had a man
stoned to death for gathering sticks on that day,
and long afterwards all the Israelites were sent cap-
tive to a foreign land for seventy years till they had
kppt the same number of Sabbaths as they had pre-
viously broken. Nor is this all. God has often
declared through the mouths of certain holy men
called His Prophets that He will bless and take care
°t all those who keep His Sabbath, doing no kind of
work and seeking no kind of pleasure thereon ; and
you know that it is impossible for God to break His
promise. Years later | thought of my mother’s
~ords as | read in one of the Variorum notes to
«osephus that the City of Jerusalem, on three
different occasions, fell into the hands of beseig-
q 1 "oes because her citizens refused to break the
abbath in her defence.
upon the other hand, | must say that the indif-
erence of the Christian world towards the Sabbath
aPpears to me a thing pregnant with disastrous con-
8guences for the theory of Christianity. For
according to Christian teaching the will of God as
xpre8sed in his Word is the infallible guide of
g*®an conduct, and the rule whereby that conduct
all be punished or rewarded. Whether this august
i constitutes the essence of moral obligation, or
ether it only affords the supreme sanction of
orahty, is a speculative point beside the question
8 ,Is@ne>since all acknowledge the perfect if not the
fcAh lan er doctrine, and this is enough
— present purpose. Now the Decalogue or Ten
Commandments, whereof that concerning the obser-
yance of the Sabbath forms suoh an important part,
1B publicly and in the most solemn manner set forth
by every Church in Christendom as being the autho-
ritative standard of the Divine will, and as therefore
Possessing the most awful and binding control over
Buman conduct. But to keep the other Command-
'Oeuts, and nevertheless to break with a clear con-
science the one about the Sabbath, is to avow belief
m the different validity of the precepts concerned,
~Bich in turn involvos a flat denial of Divine autho-
rity as the ground and source of their obligation, or
N least as their supreme sanction. For if | need
? ot Beep the Sabbath though God has commanded it,
Deed not avoid stealing because God has forbidden
u* Besides this, although to make a distinction
re8pectively to the obligatoriness of commands ro-
Surded as divine would in any case destroy the
Jheocratic dootrine, that doctrine suffers peculiarly
Jhe present instance. The command to keep the
ubbath is given with an emphasis specially detailed,

H H H N\

Lf{,“r"‘e EHQ ngstft =ft 2 grmanqu]’n‘]j]e posrof®bo

lor its enactment, name vy, -x days. To
Beity after the creative labors ° £ mUst imply
Breakit, then, with a clear oons N the facts of
the part of the breaker a disoeno rapbio elo-
rts institution, as recorded wi Dpistle to the
gnence in the Pentateuch and w mani-

Hebrews, where nature in It8,n,, , nied the Divine
testations is said to have acco the solemn

voice dictating the tablets an But once
declaration of tbe six days ac N rest any Of
admit this and it becomes 'mP®&3Q,n,0£ru0 on Divine
the commandments in the V°were all given

authority, for it is alleged that t'al under the
together by the same augustj1l 6 ig n0 slight
8atne awful circumstances. -Jd accepting in
8ourco of danger to those wvho, * Sinai,

8maple faith the story of the Lawgiving”~” {or

discover the ridiculous character which

the validity of that part Bhe , and abiding
Relates to ethical principles of univ jts con-
‘ttuportance, is liable to appear * eak®n, rofOrenceto
Section with fatuous enactments an took

uu authority obviously false., »

dvantage of certain natural con imagino; or
Pon his credulous followers, as priests
whether the whole story was invented by the p

flohor KW impoa0
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at a far later date, as others suppose, may be difficult
to decide; hut one thing is certain, namely, that the
Wagneresque mise en scene which was invented to
support the Decalogue and which may have had the
desired effect at earlier times, exercises at the present
day the opposite tendency, and that a terrible respon-
sibility rests with those who seek to perpetuate it.

Aoid Drops.

Ex-President Roosevelt is going to be busier than ever.
Besides shooting all the big game in Africa, he is to deliver
the Romanes Lecture at Oxford, and two addresses at the
University of Berlin and the Paris Sorbonne. Some day or
other, perhaps, he will find time to correct his description of
Thomas Paine as a “ filthy little Atheist "—a description
which contains three words and three falsehoods.

According to the Manchester Examiner, Ex-President
Roosevelt is taking to Africa with him a volume of his
favorite poet, and that poet is Shelley. We rather fancy
there is a mistake about this. Theodore Roosevelt's
favorite poet must surely bear another name. We under-
stand that William of Germany has written verses.

Dr. Clifford led the Free Church Council at Swansea in
voting down an amendment in favor of Secular Education.
The reverend gentleman’s foolish and fraudulent fetish of
“ Simple Bible teaching ” is still the idol of official Noncon-
formity. Nevertheless, it is Secular Education which is
steadily gaining ground. This year it appeared decisively at
the great Nonconformist Congress, and it has evidently come
to stay. The old gang are unteachable, but the younger
men are learning the lesson of events.

Dr. Clifford told the Nonconformist Congress that he had
been a Socialist seventy years. If this be true, he must
have begun early. He also said that he would be a Socialist
in the other world. Which is counting his chickens a good
deal before they are hatched. The eggs are not in sight yet.
One thing, however, is pretty certain. Dr. Clifford won't
emigrate until he is obliged to. His admirers have made
him too comfortable here. The £7,000 they raised for him
lately will keep him here till he is fetched.

We suspect that Dr. Clifford is a Socialist as he was a
Secular Educationist. When it came to the sticking place
—that is, when the Secular Education League was started
—he explained that his program was not Secular Education
alone, but Secular Education plus the Bible. Which is like
a teetotaler's saying that his program is filtered water plus
Black-and-White.

The long series of hypocritical resolutions on the Edu-
cation question passed by the Free Church Council were
fitly moved by Dr. Clifford, who played the usual tune
upon “ civic education,” abolition of tests, freedom from
sectarian influence, etc., but still wanted Bible teaching
at the expense of the community. All pure humbug,
because Bible teaching is religious instruction, no matter
how disguised, and there is no possibility of avoiding
tests and sectarian influence so long as, any religious
instruction is given in State schools. We wore almost
saying that no ono knows this better than does Dr.
Clifford; but when wo reflect for how long he has played
this hypocritical game, it is just possible that, by this time,
he has convinced himself of his own straightforwardness.

An amendment calling for purely Secular Education in
Stato schools was moved by the Rev. J. M. Saunders, of
Swansea, much to the disapproval of the meeting. Dr.
Clifford came up with his usual question of whether it was
intended to exclude the Bible from the schools as literature.
Well, but the Bible is not used in elementary sohools as
literature. Indeed, the elementary schools in which any
test-books of literature are used is a rare exception; and,
secondly, it is the teaching of religion from the Bible—or
from any other book—that the Seoular educationist protests
against.  Neither Dr. Clifford, nor any other opponents to
the amendment, wanted the Bible in the schools as litera-
ture, only they wore not honest enough to say why they
wished to retain it. In the end, only a few voted for tho
amendment. The Christian World says from sixty to
oiglity. Tho Methodist Times says fifty. The Congrega-
tionalist puts tho number at less than thirty. Well, what-
ever tho number was, wo congratulate tho Council on having
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that number of men of principle taking part in its business.
We can only hope they will manage to infect some of their
brother preachers.

During the discussion on the Amendment, Sir George
White, M.P., said that “ Secularism would assist Romanism
in every possible way, for Romanism had always resisted
placing the Bible in the hands of the people.” We leave
Roman Catholics to speak for themselves; but the notion
that Secularism wishes to stop people reading the Bible is
really laughable. What Secularists have protested against
is using the power of the State to place the Bible in the
hands of either child or adult, and it has suggested that a
wise appreciation of parental responsibility would prevent
parents using their authority to force upon children views of
a book that they could not understand, and which in after
years they might have to painfully unlearn. Apart from
this, no organisation has done more, in proportion to its
opportunities, to set people studying the Bible than has
Secularism. By all means let people read th9 Bible ; but if
they are to get any real benefit from their reading, let them
do so free from the prejudices of a deliberately misdirected
education.

The Churches have remained very quiet during the recent
booming of militarism—very quiet, that is, so far as saying
anything against it is concerned. But the Government is
now going a little too far. Some of the newly-formed Ter-
ritorial regiments have been drilling in Epping Forest on Sun-
day, and this haB roused much religious indignation. To march
the Territorials to church on Sunday is all right; that is as
it should be. But to take them out to drill on Sunday is
quite another question. And so (vide the Christian World)
“ the Secretary for War has been warned that the religious
forces of the country will be arrayed against the movement
if the many thousands of young men connected with our
churches, chapels, and Sunday-schools are to be tempted to
spend their Sundays in such a manner.” So events are
following their usual course. Church and Chapel will sup-
port anything, so long as their professional interests are
safeguarded. But when these are affected there is a revolt.
Against the growth of militarism and jingoism they remain
silent; but when people are tempted to stay away from
church the religious consciousness awakens. And vyet, if
the Territorials are necessary to the country, God Almighty
might very well do without their worship for a few Sundays.
Doubtless the situation would be met if a chaplain were
appointed to every score of Territorials.

Rev. C. F. Maude, rector of Burwash, Sussex, fell dead in
his church on Sunday morning, March 7, while celebrating
Holy Communion. Death was due to syncope, so there is
nothing wonderful about the case. It would have been
wonderful, however, if a Freethought advocate had fallen
dead while delivering a Freethought lecture. Christians
would have shaken their heads, and what was in them;
and pious journalists would have shed quarts of ink over it.

When the Rev. C. F. Maude fell down, a member of tho
congregation ran off to fetch Dr. Curtis. Medical aid was
considered more effectual than prayer. Thoy all rely on tho
doctor (theso good Christians) rather than on God when
thoy are ill.

Tho utter futility and folly of prayer has just been
demonstrated at Hull. A little Hull girl, tho adopted
daughter of a carrier named Hewson, living at 39 Waller-
street, was kneeling down with her foster sistor in tho bed-
room saying her prayers ; and, at the very moment the Lord
was supposed to be listening to tho poor child’s supplication,
her flannelette nightdress became ignited by the fire, and
she was so terribly burnt that she died in the Infirmary the
next morning. People who pray after that must havo a
mania for praying. _

The Last Persecution, a fanciful story of the year 1967, by
S. N. Sedgwick, depicts China as having overrun Europe,
and finally decreed the abolition of tho Christian religion in
England—tho decreo being carried out by punishments,
tortures, and public burnings. This writer must bo very
ignorant, or very reckless, to chooso the Chineso as tho
villains of his story. Tho Chinese havo rover learnt the
art of religious persecution. They are tho most tolerant, as
they are tho most peaceful, people on earth.

The Educational News, or rather its London correspon-
dent, has been congratulating Mr. Runciman on his denun-
ciation of Secular Education, which it calls “ tho policy of
despair.” This tempts us to tell the teachers, whom, we
suppose, this paper represents, that thoy are not at all fitted
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to impart religious education to their pupils, and it ought to
be no part of their business. Some of them, no doubt, feel
very important when they are teaching children the mysteries
of Kingdom-Come, but they would be much better occupied
in teaching them subjects on which trustworthy information
is obtainable.

Rev. Dr. Aitken, of Dundee, takes Dr. Sven Hedin, the
famous explorer, to task for “ lying.” Dr. Hedin had to tll
“ white ” lies in order to finish his travels in Tibet. Dr-
Aitken considers this very wicked. Perhaps it is. But
does the reverend gentleman mean that he has never told
white lies, gray lies, and even black lies himself ? Has be
never professed to believe in a lot of Bible stories which ro
educated man really believes in outside a lunatic asylum'
Does he tell the children the truth about these stories ?
he does, we are prepared to say “ sorry I If he doesn't, be
should let the subject of lying alone.

Dr. Harford, Principal of Livingstone College, has been
telling a men’s meeting that it is a mistake to suppose ths«
Charles Darwin was not a Christian. Well, in that case,
Darwin himself must have been mistaken, for he relates in s
Autobiography how he ceased to be a Christian. Dr. Hyx
ford was also good enough to state that Darwin believed be
had discovered the ILmissing link” in South America, bt
“ when missionaries were sent out to them, he very son
found out his mistake.” Dr. Harford is a very ignorant ar
a very reckless speaker. Darwin never believed that be
had found the “ missing link ” in South America—or else-
where.

We cut the following from the Daily Telegraph :—

“ Missionaries sometimes have to come to prompt decisis"®
on points of great perplexity. An illustration was ano®
by the Rev. Dr. Pentland Mahaffy in the course of a sertn{[
delivered in Dublin, in which he discussed the difficulty
discerning exactly when and where compromise
justifiable. He cited the case of a missionary of his acoqua*
ance in Africa, to whom a deputation from a savage tr
announced that evangelisation would be permitted a® -
them on the sole condition that a final cannibal feast |
be allowed them on a certain day. The missionary €&
tantly gave his assent. Three lives were sacrificed, but»
that the practice of cannibalism was abandoned, and
district peaceably submitted itself to missionary effort,
missionary claims, said Dr. Mahaffy, that thousands of 1
were probably spared by the course he took.”

We wonder how that missionary, on the morning of !
resurrection, will meet those three colored gentlemen
were killed, cooked, and eaten with his permission.

Mr. Joseph Hocking drove tho Free Church Council n°gjy
mad with his speech on tho development of Catholic'3®”"
England and tho growth of monastic institutions. R°
the Council—and we have often said the same thing 1
Freethinker—that Catholic influence is at work in
the newspaper offices in this country. He stated that ~
were only 73 monasteries and nunneries in Englandl .
Wales in 1873, while there aro 1,131 now. Of those » »
tutions even the census gives no statistics. They a »
shrouded in secrecy. And oven Free Church leaders
in tho House of Commons against Mr. Corbett’s ros0’Yj)O
that snch places should bo subject to inspection. ~ j\
that point of Mr. Hocking's speech was reached tho t®&
went wild. A long struggle ensued between the Pla jjj,
and the delegates. “ Names” wore cried for, au “\p
Hocking had them, but tho Chairman would not all®
to read them. Finally, tho Chairman conquorod, *
old Nonconformist passion against “ Romo” was *
and we may expect to see Froo Church ministers
warpath against their old enemy.

N

“ After tho excitement ” of tho Roman Catholic fid#
tho Daily News report says, it was “ difficult qoef
Bisseker to gain sufficient attention for his adrairab k0Gi
on *The Brotherhood Movomont.”” Naturally* '
where Nonconformists' hearts really aro.

The “ alarming development of Romanism,” as * d
conformists call it, is a delicious expression, Ono {0
Christians is alarmod and shriek that tho county »
danger, because another body of Christians is growm*”~ ot
straightway tho same peoplo proclaim tho immense ~ tua
anco of making Christianity supreme. Wo quite eus
tho increase of Roman Catholicism would bo a soli® Ajf~
—as would bo an increaso of any form of Christ® j™re*3
wore an absolute increaso But it is only a rolati®e  -jjifj
in relation to othor Christian sects. Taking thec ™ jjo
as a whole, we imagino that it would be found H® i3
Christians who aro on tho incroaso. And whn®
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case we can watch one Christian sect devouring another
Christian sect with tolerable equanimity.

The Rev. John McNeil also dwelt upon the intolerance of
hotnan Catholics in Malta, and described how the Roman
Catholics had compelled him to bring his mission to a close.
" ery wrong, of course, but it is only what Protestants would
w if they had the power. Nay, it is only what they actually
do to the exact extent of their opportunities. We have
recently called attention to the exclusion of this journal
from the Camberwell Libraries, with the Nonconformist
endorsement of the Council’s action. The same thing occurs
ell over the country whenever Christians feel strong enough
t0 act in this manner. Freethinkers aro also prevented
enjoying the use of many public halls, and in many other
~Nays the good Christians of England mete out to their
intellectual opponents exactly the treatment that produced
be “ unparalleled excitement ” at the Free Church Council,

he truth is, that there does not exist, and never has
existed, a Christian sect that could safely be trusted with
Power over the liberties of those who differed from them.

Researches into family history sometimes bring out very
unpleasant results. Thus the Rev. F. B. Meyer has just
confessed that his grandfathers and uncles played whist.
" e are shocked, but hope that their punishment in the next
World will not be disproportionately heavy.

The Rev. F. B. Meyer has just gone to Turkey to convert
that benighted land to Christ. If he really undertakes that
Job he will come back a humbler, if not a wiser, man. The
Tnrk is much too intellectual to succumb to the spell of
Christian emotionalism.

Canon Streatfeild, whose article on “ The Challenge of
Secularism ” has just been roviewed at considerable longth
in our columns, seems to think—or does he only affect to
think >—that the National Secular Society’s advocates are
~ery low-class persons. He gnaniians “ the thuiea clief
lecturers” of gRgtREF Biganisation—which does very little

ring, by the way, in comparison with the N. S. b. as

J. M. Robertson, Joseph McCabe, and Mrs. Hypatia
Btadlaugh Bonner.” We believe it would puzzle anybody
who has heard them to say in what respect these three
ecturers are so superior to G. W. Foote, C. Cohen, and J. T.
ﬁ;%‘dw But the cream of thej joke is to come. Mr. J. M
d

oo é»l:tsﬁ, a scholar and a gentleman, whom wo have no

wre to belittle, got all his best training on the N. S. S.
Bresrane platferm during the |ast years of Bradlaugh's life,
ggdf some time aftef his death. ®ir. Joseph McCabe
Lei ”en years ag°t was lecturer and organiser to the
platf°StOr Socular Society, and has often lectured on N. S. S
Bra “I“ 8 s*hco! ia fact, he is regularly in the Glasgow

(ih s Program. Mrs. Hypatia Bradlaugh Bonner if
ho « M Eradlaugh’s daughter. Is there anything moro tc
ac ~le whole, we incline to the opinion that

resD Uf Jreatfe'ld thought it would bo impolitic to speal

%ni' one Freethought organisation without depre
a Ing another.

n mho Rev. Dr. Brook, ex-President of the Free Church
cuncil, severely condemns tho people who minimiso the
atrest of progress in the Churches. Ho informs us that
7?0 subject is far more candidly discussed in priya e
gatherings than it is in meetings open to tho public,
hristianity is dying, but its champions wish to conceal tho
act from the outside public as much as thoy can. icy
f,n°w it is true, but they pretend not to be aware of it before
“«world. It is easy to forgive them when we bear in mind
fha%ﬁh&jera%onduct only hastens tho consummation they so

_Mr. Frederic Harrison complain9 th.aVv “ ical health! the
disseminate a knowledge of the laws or p j con9picuous

‘“ Eugenios Education Society ” We are
Churchman oi any denomination gij S . . “gnoftstrong
not surprised. In the first place, the ao j £or their
«bough, nor the subject showy omcivif, = suggests, the
assistance. And next, as Mr. Harrison himsel ,,”™ way<

Unclean prudery of the Christian world Bubject j8 to

The nearest tho Churches come to touchi“ H 8S Of which
deliver lectures to “ men only,” tho ex = .g tbo great
°“iy strengthens that indecency of mini « Any
uhstaclo to the public discussion of 9mb witb a

attempt to discuss tho mattor 9 ie“ tlbclChristian training,

argo of immorality. And, thanks to ub;eot without a
u? public Bimply cannot approach ' . mind, or tho
“ IKger that disclosos the consciously 1 . i08s nncloau

epical moral outburst that indicates a ne8B, Every*
although not so conscious of its own nncloanlinoss
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one who has tried to educate the public mind in this direc-
tion has been faced with the same difficulty, and some have
been clear sighted enough to realise that here, as in most
other cases, it is the influence of organised opinion that
must be beaten down if real advancement is to be effected.

The Bishop of London has a very poor opinion of religion’s
power to hold people. Speaking at Wood Green, his lord-
ship said: “ People seem to be quickly beyond Christian
influence ere it can be fairiy brought to bear upon them."
The Bishop never said a truer thing; but what a left-

. handed compliment it was to the Holy Trinity 1 Father,
! Son, and Spirit, working in unison, are not strong enough to

retain possession of their own offspring, even with the
assistance of such favored ones as the Bishop of London.

“ That it may please Thee that the police of London may
be helped daily in their difficult work.” This is one of the
prayers suggested by the Bishop of London for this month.
We suggest that “ Thee ” should attend to the detective
department at Scotland Yard. Too many murders are com-
mitted in London with impunity. “ Thee” should be able
to correct this. We hope the Bishop of London will induce
his distinguished friend to accept our suggestion.

According to the Rev, E. Lloyd Jones, who has been
speaking at Darlington lately, the stronghold of the Kingdom
of God lies in the country villages, while the playground of
the Devil is in the big towns. What the reverend gentle-
man probably means is that people attend church more in
the villages than in the big towns, because the former have
few, and the latter many, counter attractions. Mr. Jones
went on to say that John Wesley could not get the gospel to
the level of the educated mind. “ I say ‘ Amen’ to that
twenty thousand times,” added the preacher. He declared
that if he wanted an appreciative audience he should go to
the unsophisticated country village. He might go a step
further—to the lunatic asylum, where according to the late
Bishop of Exeter, he would find an audience peculiarly
susceptible to religious influences.

We cut the following press-news paragraph from an
Amorican exchange:—

“ Dr. Persifor Fraser, of Philadelphia, a well-known
scientist and handwriting expert, was barred as a witness in
a case on trial here yesterday because he would not say
there was a God. Dr. Fraser was called by the State in an
attempt to identify a letter, but the witness declined to take
the usual oath. At this point counsel for the defence asked
him if he declined to take the oath because he did not believe
in God. ‘1 do not know whether there is a God or not,” ho
replied. Counsel for the defence thereupon objected, and
the court excused Dr. Fraser from testifying. He said after-
wards that he had been testifying for more than twenty years
as an expert in handwriting, and that never before had the
court sustained such an objection.”

Bigotry appears to be as bad in America as it is here, and
sometimes worse. Dr. Fraser conld not have been insulted
in that way in England. Every witness (or juror) in this
country has a legal right to make affirmation instead of
taking the oath, either on the ground that he has no
religious belief or on the ground that the taking of an oath
is contrary to his religious belief. The Act from which this
right is derived was drawn up and carried through the House
of Commons by Charles Bradlaugh.

Tho Rov. Dr. Horton says that “ when a man has gone
wrong, Christ does not leap upon him and pronounce his
condemnation,” but “ rushes towards him to save him.”
While tho first clause in the statement is perfectly true, the
second is as entirely false. Christ neither leaps upon a bad
man to condemn him, nor rushes towards him to save him,
because Christ exists only in the imagination of his deluded
disciples. If Christ roally existed, and possessed the char-
acter and tho powers ascribed to him, Dr. Horton's present
occupation would bo both needless and offensive. An im-
aginary Christ affords lucrative employment to tens of
thousands of men, most of whom would starve were it not
for him.

In the Manchester Guardian for March 4, WL Quartns,”
who is said to bo Canon Hicks, while admitting that “ there
is less fear of God, less sense of sin, than formerly,” that
“ religion in genoral has experienced a check and a chill,”
and that “ churchos aro commonly less well attended, and
fowor men press into Holy Orders,” yet maintains that
“thoro is an undoubted relaxation of unbelief,” and that
“ there is a growing, though inarticulate, inquiry after God."
Surely, Dr. Hick’s admissions contradict his assertions ; his
negative statements give tho lie to his positive. How does
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the “ relaxation of unbelief” manifest itself; and if “ the
inquiry after God” be “inarticulate,” how on earth does
“ Quartus " know that it exists and is growing? Let our
cleric pay some little heed to the logic of facts.

The Methodist Times is in rapture over the failure of the
amendment in favor of Secular Education at the Swansea
meeting of the Free Church Council. Because of the belief
that the secular solution would injure the cause of religion,
the fact that it would be a perfectly just and fair policy to
all alike is utterly ignored by these sectarian bigots.

St. Peter's Church, Merchant-street, Peterhead, publishes
a monthly Church Record, and the March number contains
the following elegant “ pome

‘* Bain and Religion.
Pitter-patter ! How it rains !
Dashing on the window-panes;

In the Churches—vacant pews,
Few to hear the Gospel news,
Few their voice in prayer to raise,
Few to sing the songs of praise,
Few to kneel before the Throne
And their secret needs make known.
Pitter-patter on the panes.
And the wind howls round the steeple,
Yet the Lord awaits His people,
Though it rains.”

Poor dear Lord 1 Waiting in church for the people who
don’'t come! How are the mighty fallen 1

Professor Dicey is not infallible. He was lecturing at
Birmingham lately on the “ Disintegration of Beliefs,” and
he remarked that there had never been a time in the history
of the world when there was such a complete freedom of
discussion as in England to-day. We beg to remind him
that there were no Blasphemy Laws under the Roman
Empire before Constantine.

At a British and Foreign Bible Society meeting in the
Ramsey Palace, Isle of Man, the reverend chairman made a
melancholy financial complaint. He said that he some-
times wondered how much of their Christianity was only
veneer and show. *“ He thought it disgraceful,” the Isle of
Man Times reports, “ that with a population of over 4,000,
and with ahont twelve places of worship in the town, so
little interest should be shown in the extension of Christ's
Kingdom.” And this is the stronghold of that enthusiastic
Christian and successful novelist, Mr. Hall Caine. Shock-
ingl Awful 1 Why don’t they shell out more handsomely ?

Rev. Asgill Horatio Colville, of Glenworth House, Weston-
super-Mare, Somerset, left ;(£82,328. Quite a Dives! And
we know where Dives went.

Rev. J. P. Maud, of Bristol, has been talking to “ men
only "—perhaps because women wore not foolish enough to
listen to it—about prayer being a “ partnership with God.”
We quite understand that tho clergy are in partnership with
God, who is the sleeping partner in their business, and appa-
rently lets them take all the profits. But where do the laity
look in? Thoy seem to be merely contributors.

Mr. Horace Tozer, Agent-General for North Queensland,
speaking at a meeting in All Saints’ Church Room, Margaret-
street, dwelt on the necessity of " combating the dangers
arising from tho wave of secularism, which had spread over
Australia through secular education.” Wo are glad to hear
of that wave.

Brinkley, a town of between 5,000 and 6,000 inhabitants
in the centre of Arkansas, was struck by a tornado, and
afterwards burnt by a fire. Many lives were lost, and the
place was wiped off the map. *“ For his morcy endureth for
ever.”

Anderson Ellis, a negro who was idontifiod as tho man
who attempted to assault a whito woman, named Mrs.
McKinDoy, was taken out of gaol at Rockwell, Texas, on
March 7, by a band of whito lynchers, tied to an iron stake
and burnt to death before the eyes of a large crowd. No
doubt the lynchers and the crowd were nearly all, if not
quite all, professed Christians. Which shows the softening
and refining influence of Christianity in tho courso of two
thousand years.

Mr. Birrell is a Christian. Mr. Birrell lives in a Christian
country. Mr. Birrell bolieves that Christ came nearly two
thousand years ago to bring " peaco on earth.” Mr. Birrell
confesses, however, that as ho looks abroad—that is to say,
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over the Christian world—he cannot see that “ the desire
for peace is widespread.” “ Wherever you go,” he says,
“you find armament, armament, armament.” “1t s
enough,” he adds, “ to make angels weep.” Which isall
those creatures do, apparently, in the presence of evil ad
misery. Mr. Birrell declares that he can “ see no cure for
these terrible things except the fraternisation of nations.’
Christ and Christianity are played out, then.

Mr. P. Jordan, of Whitehouse, near Belfast, a rich retired
merchant, who had spent many thousands of pounds on
religions work, was attending early morning Mass in the
Catholic church, and was in the act of blessing himself,
when he fell forward from his seat, and a few minutes after-
wards was dead. Another case of “ Providence.”

Earthquake shocks at Alicante, Spain, shook the church
while Mass was being held. Although they ought to have
been pretty sure of heaven if they had died there and then,
the congregation rushed out into the street, trampling &
several women and children on the way. There is nothing
like religion to fill people with courage and dignity.

William Booth is doing two years’ imprisonment. HO
was only nineteen years of age and a Sunday-school teacher,
yet he was an expert thief. When arrested he tried to draff
a revolver loaded in five chambers. In his pockets were
cartridges and a red mask. The Harrow bench found hil
hypocrisy “ shocking.” We suppose it illustrates the var®
of religious education.

Rev. F. A. McCaul Smyth, lately curate of St. Marks,
Reigate, who was found guilty of immorality by the
sistory Court, has been practically drummed out of
Church of England. There is no moral to this. Ther
would be one a mile long if the reverend gentleman had hoc
a Freethought lecturer.

The Christian Commonwealth charges the Baptist 2*/"
with “ mischievous recklessness” and declares that *
editor's “ fertile brain and powerful imagination might
worth a fortune to him on the Yellow Press.” A seute”
like this in the Freethinker would be regarded as “
manners.” -

Bishop Wolldon, Dean of Manchester, having had a c°»
of last week’s Freethinker sent to him, with a letter, by 0
of our Cottonopolis friends in the medical profession, has,
plied (to that gentleman) that he “ did not tell the story »
the little Atheist lecturer who challenged God Almighty”
“ falling within his own personal experience.” ButtbcP t
reported him in that way, and we submit that he should
rect tho false report in the papers in which it aPP, .¢"
Bishop Welldon asks his correspondent to “ assure Mr. fo
of this, and says: “ | hope he will feel that | do not do3
to bo described as ‘a fluent liar’” Ho adds that ~
“sorry ho told tho story at all if it gives paintob>
[Mr. Foote] or other persons who call themselves ~
thinkers.” When a Christian dignitary says so much
it would be ill-conditioned to press him farthor than 've
already done in the earlier part of this paragraph.

T

" When tho soul finds its own cortainty,” tho 1*®"
Rhondda Williams says, “ it asks for no proof and it ' j
no evidence." Wo understand now. Mr. Williams is
Welshman for nothing.

The Rev. J. H. Jowett declares that “ tho Churchf
Christ lives by tho achievement of tho impossible,’ gdofg
ation without an atom of truth in it. Tho acbievom ti
tho Church are commonplace, at best, whilo her 7a' ~jg, '
on a gigantic scale. Tho Church is a hugo 'vljribip™

stupendous boaster, everlastingly blowing hor own fda
glorying in a falsely painted past and in an uttorly' W
future. She livos not by achievement at alb
bragging. _

Tho only rido that Jesus Christ ovor had, as
know, was on a donkey—if not on two donkeys- , jor

finances of the Christian cause have changed a 8r reedm
since the first century. Even a Nonconformist L el8f
liko the Rev. R. J. Campbell rides about in aU °'j footl

motor-car. Bishops nearly all havo ono. Thoy d0
liko thoir Savior and his apostles, including Potor .G
Even tho relatively poor Bishop of St. Asaph has g
possessed of a 22 horse-power Daimler, with 0 (F

and a landauletto body. This right rovorond tutl ry' .
having only j£1,200 a year, couldn't afford such a ' OdFl
his own.” It was purchased for him by tho clergy

of tho dipcese.
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Mr. Foote’'s Engagements

Sunday, March 21, Co-operative Institute, Woolwich : at 7.30,
“ God's Mossago to Messina.”

To Correspondents.

C. Cohen'b Lecture E ngagements.— 241 High-road, Leyton.
March 21, Forest Gate.

J- T. Lioyd's Lecture Engagements.—March 28, HoIIoway;
April 4, Forest Gate ; 23, Greenwich.

The President’'s Honorarium Fund: Annual Subscriptions.
Previously acknowledged, £150 4s. Received since.—
John Cross, 5s.; J. M. Mclnnes. 10s.; Felix de Botton, 9s. 0d.;

J. H, 2s. (id.; A. E. Maddox, £1; R. Lancaster, £1; J. d-
Hanks, 2s. 6d.

J-B. (Birmingham).—Cutting shall he dealt with later on. It
will keep. The Chairman seemed to wait the usual time for
questions after Mr. Foote’s evening lecture. Glad you * look
forward with great pleasure to the Freethinker each week and
have “ introduced it with good results to more than one freind.

G. R. B —Your ambition to write on Freethought topics is laud-
able enough, but you cannot expect to qualify for publication in
five minutes. Good writing does not come by mere natural
instinct, like a babe’s drawing milk from its mother; it involves
much study, careful thought, and a great deal of practice.

J Tomkins.—See “ Acid Drops.” Thanks.
B=Ball.—Much obliged for useful cuttings.

Jons Cross.—Thanks for your pleasant letter. We are fortunate
in having so many well-wishers. No doubt we shall reach
concert-pitch again when the weather is more genial.

JF M. Mclnnek—You call your subscription “ a long-standing
debt to Brains and Courage.”* That is fine and pithy. We
could desire no better epitaph, nor be happier in deserving it.
Tour description of religion as ILthe child of ignorance and the

mother of lies” is new to us in that precise form, though long
familiar in substance.

J-M. Mosley.—(l) We don't think the pamphlets you mention
cy the late Charles Watts are in print now. (2) The best
critical Life of Jesus is Strauss's. Meredith’'s Prophet o
iku,Irct,' is a good book, but it is not exactly a Life of Jesus, in
me sense that Strauss’'s is. (3) Mr. Cohen, not being a lady,
will not mind our telling you that he is just turned forty. He
“asbeen writing on the Freethinker for many years. (4) We
have not quite made up our mind whether what wo have to say
on Determinism, etc., shall take the form of a book or Free-
"liter articles, though it is more likely to be the latter. We

Bgto?(t#gwgﬂr Blé/ggld willingly give five shillings” for such a

Bkiux de B otton.—Year's subscription for the paper paid over tc
Ehop anager P paper p

Bokert Stevenson.— (1) We spent nearly a week on the Isle oi
Arran with our dear old friend and sub-editor, J. M. Wheeler,
wenty odd years ago, our head-quarters (or rather niglit-
qQ&rters) being a cottage near Brodick. It was then that we

imbed Goat Fell together. It was late in August and we had
le summit entirely to ourselves; a glorious and memorable
j?Ret’ence. (2) Thanks for the extract from Alfred Millies,

tio'» ' asyou 8ay. corroborate our “ oft-repeated determina-
"t o stick to one definite object in the Freethinker.

enNi" N 4LSIl—Pleased to have your interesting letter and
, j2,08ure. A man may be a clever and useful writer, but
Shi °Ut Practical judgment, and with no gift for real leader-

,P* It may be true, as you say, that the association, oi
tc™  you are a member, is not bound by what you regard as a
n Porary Rnd unfortunate gttij[lude; but tbe werld at larg

vet draws fine distnctions,—¥t 6665ty the ebvisus facts,
J- Clarke.

— = aragraph. Thanks. . 8UCESs with h
A Allism.—G%c?Po Le%r gp Mr. Lﬁoyd b

audience at Woolwich. .. 0 jnabor Lead

H. J. Hyete—Sorry to see that silly 5™ -®\0 wonder if it w
also appearing in the Clarion. We  A.iicli it was first pu
an advertisement of the periodical m with this week,
'sshed. Enclosures are too late to ' Tuesday '3 too

C-Roleffs—Thanks f tti th
f%Qr);;Jﬁffrssday’sairs]sae.or CUELIngs, thoug

B" H. Penny.— If the Dean ot ® r’,sﬁo!. "u~letter in the Briti
the Daily K/Ie_rcury as stating that t £10 trial and ern
Museum, written by Pontius Mate. about”*U”

fimon of Christ, the reverend gentlema
vices to the Daily Mail. He would get» »ig . -
mmm, say at i*'l’
British Museum—or elsewhere. n~rltv is not ,,
Hortu London “ Baint.”— (1) Christian aufMMANAANNA Hnly
enough for the, ” last days” of auyT,ure j3 not a 8crap
Christian would ever think it was.m , « any more
evidence that Robert Taylor rc ,. (b(b or Bradlaugi
crs , » Christian

Toltaire did, or Paine did, or |
In sut% matters, you may alWways r b
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“ liar " as convertible terms. (2) The writer of the letter in
your cutting makes a great show of learning, and refers (at
second-hand) to many books that he has certainly not read.

The Secular Society, Limited, Office is at 2 Newcastle-street»
Farringdon-street, E.C.

The National Seculab Society's office is at 2 Newcastle-Btreet,
Farringdon-street, E.O.

Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed
to 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

Lecture Notices must reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon*

street, E.C., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be
inserted.

Friends who send ns newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to whioh they wish na to call attention.

Orders for literature Bhould be sent to the Manager of the
Pioneer Press, 2 Newoaatle-Btreet, Farringdon-street, E.C.,
and not to the Editor.

P ersons remitting for literature by stamps are specially requested
to send halfpenny ttampt.

The Freethinker will be forwarded direot from the publishing
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:—One year,
10s. 6d.; half year, 5s. 3d. ; three months, 2s. 8d.

Scale of Advertisements: Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every suc-
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inoh,
45« 6d.; half oolnmn, £1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special
terms for repetitions.

Special.

After the Secular Education League’s Demonstra
tion in the beautiful new St. James’s Hall | ex
pressed a strong wish to Miss Vance, the N. S. S.
general secretary, that I might be able to deliver
some Sunday evening Freethought lectures there.
For some time the idea seemed impossible, but by a
great stroke of luck we have been able to secure it
for the four Sunday evenings in April. Miss Vance
often tells me that I am under the extra special care
of Providence, or something, and | am just beginning
to wonder if she is right. Seriously, this is an
opportunity to be made the most of; and | am
hoping it may lead to the Secular movement taking its
place on a permanent equality of opportunity with
other bodies, as far as the use of public halls and
theatres is concerned. We can get the audiences, if
we can only get the buildings. That has been
demonstrated. But more of this next week. For
the present, | want London Freethinkers to make a
note of this most important fixture at St. James’s
Hall, and to make up their minds that it shall be a
triumphant success. They often call upon me for

effort. | call upon them now. G N FOOTE

Sugar Plums.

The weather last Sunday was even worse than the Sun-
day before, aud Mr. Foote’s audience was naturally thinned
a bit again; indeed, as the audience at Queen's Hall is
gathered from all parts of the vast metropolis, it was a
wonder that there was any decent meeting at all on such
an evening after such a day. Several ladies had “ braved
tho elements,” and were a very interested part of tho
audience. Mr. Foote’s lecture, for an hour and a quarter,
was followed with tho closest attention aud warmly
applauded. Mr. F. A. Davies, who gallantly came a loDg
distanco to take tho chair, invited questions and opposition
as usual, but none was forthcoming. No doubt the people
woro glad, when the lecture was over, to spare the rest and
get back to their firesides.

After two such shocking Sundays in succession, it is to be
hoped that the weather will bo a little kinder this evening
(March 21), when Mr. Foote closes the course of lectures at
the Co-oporative Institute, Woolwich. His subject, by re-
quest of tho local Hsaints,” is “ God’'s Message to Messina.”
Admission to this lecture is free.

Tho torriblo weather, of courso, played havoc with tho
Woolwich meetings, under the auspices of tho Secular
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Society, Ltd. Mr. Cohen’s lecture on March 7 was quite as
well attended as anyone could expect on such a night. Mr,
Lloyd’'s meeting last Sunday, no doubt as a result of the
‘continued advertising, showed a slight improvement,
“ Saints” who come to Mr. Foote's lecture this evening
(March 21) should contribute as liberally as possible to the
collection, in order to make up to some extent for the
Secular Society’s heavy loss through the wretched weather
on this course of lectures.

The Searchlight, Waco, Texas, reproduces Mr. Heaford'’:
article on Servetus which appeared in our issue of
December 27.

The special correspondent of the Daily Chronicle at the
Free Church Congress, wrote : “ The assembly for the first
time is divided on the education question. At certain points
in the discussion there were confusing cries of ' Yes' and
‘No,” and quite a considerable number of the representatives
voted in favor of secular education.” This admission is all
the more remarkable as the Chronicle is against secular
education.

The Pioneer Press has just issued an extremely useful,
because enlightening, little book called Natural Religion: or
the Secret of All the Creeds, by F. J. B.—a writer who, for
important business reasons, does not wish to disclose his
identity. The writer is a personal friend of ours, and we
have carefully read his proofs before publication, so that we
really know the contents of this little book, which we
strongly recommend to all our readers who would like to
have a perfectly plain and satisfactory account of the astro-
nomical origin of the Christian religion, including all the
leading incidents in the gospel life of Christ. The author
does not pretend to originality. The work of explanation
was done once for all by Dupuis, in his magnificent
L'Origine de toua lea Cultea, first published, at enormous
expense, in 1794. The author has made a careful, lucid
summary in English of the part of Dupuis’ work which bears
specially on the alleged facts of Christianity. Every person
of common apprehension will be able to understand this
summary. When you have read this little book through
you will see through Christianity (including Christ) as you
never did before ; in fact, you will see through it once for
all. Three important plates have been reproduced from
Dupuis’ work. The reproduction has been a matter of great
difficulty, very thin India paper having to be used in order
to allow of the plates being folded without breaking. The
book is well printed on good paper and bound in cloth.
The price is two shillings.

We occasionally print in this column extracts from our
readers' letters, which we think likely to interest other
readers. Here is one from the letter of a reader who has
for thirteen years been hopelessly bedridden. “ May | say
a word,” he writes, “ to express my deep indebtedness to you
and your gifted colleagues for the pleasure and instruction |
receive from the interesting articles in the Freethinker ?
My life has not been laid in pleasant places, but | can say with
a full and thankful heart that Atheism has been in a very
literal Bense my salvation. It has not merely appealed to
the intellect and satisfied the heart, it has also been a stimu-
lant to my outlook on life and mado me realise tho greatness
of humanity, and completely answered the inevitable ques-
tions that arise from time to time, on a sick bod. The so-
called consolations of Christianity are an illusion and a
snare ; a mere drug to stifle reason and murder humanity’s
true life.” _

Another of our readers, who is a classical tutor, in the
course of a long letter, suggested by our reply to Canon
Streatfeild, writes: “ Make your ‘ Acid Drops’ as tart as
you can. That portion of the paper stings, and ponetrates
the hides of many who have not sufficient grey matter to
understand the more closely reasoned articles in tho paper.
The longer articles crush, the 1Acid Drops’ stab, and
different processes are required for different people.”

ADAM.

Fit sire was he of a selfish race,
Who first to temptation yieldod,
Then to mend his caso tried to heap disgraco
On the woman ho should havo shioldod.
Say 1 comrade mino, tho forbidden fruit
We'd have plucked, that I wolf bolievo,
But | trust we'd rather havo suffered, mate,
Thau have laid tho blame upon Eve.

—Adam Lindsay Gordon.
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The Spirit-Mongers.—I.

By J. P. Brland,
Lecturer at Paine Memorial Hall, Boston.

Ode spirit-mongers may be very broadly and impsr-
fectly divided into three classes, namely, the Pr*
testant preacher, who aims to save men’s spiritO
from hell; the Catholic priest, who engages to help
these spirits to get into heaven, and the Spiritualist
medium, who professes to bring them into communi-
cation with ourselves. The first of these bases hi0
belief upon the teachings of the Bible and mOe
especially upon those of the New Testament. Bs
points to the words of Jesus, of Paul, and of tks
book of Revelation; and cites to us the return sf
Moses and Elias on the mount of transfiguration, &
also the resurrection and ascension of Christ. Bia
he usually neglects to state the Bible’s other side o
this question, and fails to quote those passages 1°
it that as clearly and strongly teach that death 8
the end of man, as do others that it is not. Hers
are a few such : “ For we must needs die, and are &
water spilt upon the ground that cannot be gathered
up.” “As the cloud is consumed and vanisheio
away, so he that goeth down to the grave shall oaus
up no more.” “ There is hope of a tree, if it be 0

down, that it will sprout again. But man dieth &®

wasteth away. They shall not be waked nor [®
raised out of their sleep.” *“ For that which befalls”
the sons of men befalleth beasts ; even one tbnk
befalleth them ; as the one dieth so dieth the other>
yea, they have all one breath, so that a man bath u

pre-eminence above a beast.” “ The dead know u°

anything....... For there is no work, nor devioe, 00

knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave whither tb°

Now these Bible passages just as unmistakably
teach man’s mortality as do others his immortaWj
and our Scriptures are, therefore, completely out ~
the question as an authority on this matter; aS
point of fact, they are upon any matter.

What, then, of the Catholic priest and his 99
mercialised purgatory ? Well, for his dootrine t®
is no foundation whatever save the authority
declarations of his Church, and of these there vy
only two, the first having been made at the couu j
of Ferrara-Florence, and the second at tha
Trent. This second declares that “ there is ®P (
gatory, and that the souls of those detained t j
are assisted by the suffrages of the faithful'
especially by the most acceptable sacrifice
mass.” And | scarce need remind you that
sacrifice of the mass is sold to the faithful
much a sao or soak, the priest getting the d.
and his dupes getting the dope ; while, as to dH
purgatorial declarations of the Churoh's cou »
they are, of course, as evidentially valueless a®
braying of a herd of asses or the barking of a v
fessor ” at a country fair. . Ofe

With the Spiritualist, however, tho case 19
different; for he not only affirms on this m&bte."Ny
he also brings forward more or less of s00 jjS
palpable proof; he not only tells us that he h j 3
goods, but he also essays to deliver them ; A\
with the Spiritualists mainly in view that fr
speak, and as fairly and kindly as | possibly c
| Bed© always desined ta bha aone with them. f

Grappling, then, with this old question Ot
post-earthly “ to be or not to be,” and with ~ 6
ism mainly in view, | begin by noting wha
soul or spirit really is as ho experiences it. "jjt
this noting is a very simple matter, and is 0°
which there should be no variety of opim° djiysy
soul, or spirit, as man is aware of it, boiufi ™
'iho sum of his mental experiences, tho els0
conscious states; just that, and nothing N
other. How, then, in tho next place» 0
mental states arise? Now, tho answer (>
question seems to be equally clear and iud> r jirg
for we certainly know that thoy originO®.™ ®
from the relationship—that is, from the u°

N

N
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reaction—between man as a physical organism and
~1Bsurroundings. But in addition to that, we also
know, definitely and demonstrably, not only the
particular organic instrumentality by which our
various forms of consciousness are produced, but
also the particular parts of this instrumentality
~nose functioning produces our various and par-
ticular forms of psychical experience. We know
.at every form of consciousness that we experience
1Bthe immediate product of the functioning of the
matter or cortex of our brain, and that it is

last as much and as surely the function of this grey
Matter to produce thought and feeling as it is that
the liver to produce bile, or that of the stomach
O generate gastric juice. For, while we commonly
eay> for example, that our eyes see and our ears hear,
as a matter of simple fact, our eyes no more see
d our ears no more hear than our opera-glass sees
car-trumpet hears. The only human organ

at either sees or hears or produces consciousness
k'ni™ whatever is the brain of man; that, and

at only, has the power to transmute a physical
1 U i“to a psychical effect. Hence, as a well-
EGOWnh writer puts it, “ To the modern school of
fo6nCm bbe 80u” *3 fiub outcome °f cerebral
jnces.” Or, as Dr. Oder states it in his Harvard-
Jersoll lecture, “ Modern physiological science dis-
havS 8 an°8®ttier with the soul.” And he might
in\ke cdded, also, that modern psychological science,
the®° far_as © *8 soienco an<™ n°l' superstition, does
— &&ife; and that in some of the psychological
text-bookd now in use in our highest universities,
the Words **snnl and “ spirit” do not even occur;
b“t all is explained in terms of brain-cells, nerves
jWw thefr various combinations and physiological or
thiy8'Gal ant®cedent8. But the implication of all
the8Is./rresistibly and unanswerably clear, and is to

entielfeCk _ maa a so-called spirit is wholl%and
-“iJirely a bodily produot; therefore, when the body

les the spirit dies also; and, scientifically viewed,
talk of bringing back one’s spirit, without bring-
"?g back the 1ivinCT Vindw irhinS rranoro+.ad jt
SIMPly 19 151k the merest and sheerest nonsense.
L\M‘%n then, has Spiritualism to oiler in repy
first offers the counter statement that man is not,
as science affirms, a physical organism, whose vital
Activities produce his psychical experiences; but
uat he is a spirit, meaning by that that he is b
msorete, separable, and relatively immaterial entity
*ho dwells in his body while this body lives, and
continues to consciously dwell elsewhere after its
death. And in thus affirming the Spiritualist is at
with both the Protestant preaoher and the
»0,1° Priest. What, then, may fairly be said in
eply ? First this, that if a man is a spirit, tempo-
an'y dwelling in this earthly house of his taber-
aj®>fie is certainly utterly unoonscious of himself
, thus existing ; for ho cannot see the interior of
r !sPfiysical organism in which he is said to dwo >
i Perceive the brain cells in which he must he
~iedded, nor the activities they undergo every
bni -fnb tfiat he consciously exists. Not ony a>
i LIf. as our Spiritualist friends affirm, man s'nature
bns al, and he 18 a spirit entity, dwelling in a ileshly
or A and not a ileshly body generating c0“8?‘°88
to A ” 4 exPeriences; then it is up to these friends
entifamly and Positively tell us where this spirit
ths? i 0®68 from, bow and at what period it enters
and ;°dy’ *n what particular part, if nny>* 1we
Kot What manner it is vitally connected therewith.
recAthtbe8e and kindred questions Spiritualism, 1
gI_L*.k @u?eﬁl é!J_gract_ically as dumb_ as a closed
Spiritualism were true, it should cer-
easily in its power to clearly and con-
on these points. For it not only
f a>so affipCman *8 a spirit dwelling in his body, hut
& corn jQWS tiam thia spirit sb dwelling oan come
8Pirita whdi/icabion with ether and now discarnate
8if-evid>104f° rmer”y 80 dwelt; and, if so, then it is
?abed cn iitMa*f aii tho questions | have just
‘fiat thevUa b0 m°st easily answered ; while tho faot
Cieditinc 0 °\VOr aro answered goes far towards dis-
“ spiritualism’s claims. And this objection,

a
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which is valid against Spiritualism for its inex-
plicable silence on man’s earthly beginning and
bodily conditioning, is still further strengthened by
a consideration of Spiritualism’s equal failure to
specifically tell us what happens to him after his
earthly ending. For if man’s supposed spirit sur-
vives his body’s death, then must it somewhere and
somehow live; and, if so, and if, also, we can get
into communication with those that thus live, then
should there be no difficulty in their clearly and
harmoniously telling us the essential nature of their
life. But, as a matter of fact, they are worlds apart
on this question; Allan Kardee and some of the
French Spiritualists telling us that these departed
spirits have successive reincarnations here, with
intervals of spirit life in the not here ; while other
Spiritualists tell us that man’s spirit has no earthly
reincarnation, hut that at death it goes at once to
the spirit land, and to its proper sphere there. If,
however, we ask where this spirit land precisely
is, and what manner of life the spirits lead there,
such as, do they eat? do they drink? do they
breathe ? do they clothe ? do they retain their sex
desires ? and so forth, then do “ Bright Eyes ” and
the rest either usually evade or else talk even more
trashily and less to the point than is their wont.
One simply gets from them, as a rule, the vague
and general impression that they are living, some-
how, in our atmosphere, or in the space whioh lies
beyond it. But if they are living in our atmosphere,
then must this “ land ” of theirs consist of very
highly sublimated soil; while in the space beyond it
the medium is millions of times more tenuous and
the temperature about 500 degrees below zero;
neither place appearing to be very suitable for
human habitations of any sort.

(To be concluded.)

Mr. John Davidson.

“ 1 would have all men come out of Christendom into the
universe.” —John D avidson, Mammon and His Message.

The reproach has often been
insular art that it is Philistine.
sense lifts itself out of that ruck.
dogs; but it is not Philistine. As a fact, art in
France, in all its divisions, is Bohemian. There is
no risk that the bulk of our English writers and
artists will ever bo Bohemian. Miss Correlli and
Mr. Hall Caine are eminently respectable; and Mr.
Alfred Austin is a good Tory. Nowadays with us
James Thomsons are exceptional; but so is the
genius of that gifted poet. If any foreigner shall
throw this up in our faces we may take refuge behind
the broad baoks of Mr. Swinburne and Mr. John
Davidson. Neither of these singers dwell beside the
still waters. To think of their careers is to think
of excursions and alarums, of the goddess Grundy
in hysterics, of tabernaole calling unto conventicle,
of manifold recriminations and vituperations.

Wo may wish that these two poets had not been
compelled so often to exchange their pens for their
swords ; but on their careers all will look with pride
to whom the glory of Eaglish literature is dear.
The bright flame of their enthusiasm has always
burned for right issues and noble causes. Their
eagerness for battlo has invariably been in the cause
of Freedom against all conventions and traditions.
Mr. Swinburne is already a classic, and his best work
has passed into its permanent place in our literature ;
hut Mr. John Davidson deserves our attention, as he
so worthily carries on the splendid tradition of his
illustrious predecessor.

Mr. Davidson won his separate place in the great
literature of our country by his Fleet-street Eclogues
and his Ballads and Songs. The appearance of the
latter volume raised a storm. Exeter Hall could not
stand his “ Ballad of a Nun’” and “ Thirty Bob a
Week.” Tho respectable classes were indeed startled.
Admirers of the placid and comfortable poems of

levelled against our
The French artistic
It may go to the
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Lewis Morris were not accustomed to the beauty or
the freedom of Mr. Davidson’'s poems.
very long way from the sugary “ Epic of Hades ” to
Mr. Davidson’s powerful muse.

Since that, the poet has published book after
book, and proved conclusively that there is a con-
siderable public for really high-class poetry. His

latest trilogy, God and Mammon, is likely to make a

noise in the world. In it Mr. Davidson emphasises
his belief that Christianity is on its death-bed, and
it is upon the enormous change that this belief
involves that he bases his splendid visions. He sub-
stitutes for the Christian cosmogony the cosmogony
of man and science. Being a poet of real and un-
mistakeable genius, he breathes life into the ter-
minology of science. Like Swinburne himself, he
blows everything to melody through the golden
trumpet of his genius.

Mr. Davidson is not a great dramatist. When you
read God and Mammon you do not greatly care what
befalls Prince Mammon or King Christian ; what you
care for is the beautiful language, oftentimes as
resistless as the honeyed perfection of Kit Marlowe.
When you think of a really great play you do not
think of any single person or passage. The glory of
that most perfect tragedy, Othello, is neither the
Moor, nor Desdemona, nor lago, but each and all.
To recall Mr. Davidson’s trilogy is simply to think
of isolated passages which are very glories of charm
and imagination:—

“ Hush 1
The murmur of the seaboard: surges beat
Their slow, uncertain, Boftly swelling fugue—
The brooding surges, fingering the shore.
Life's heavy fruitage and imperial nights
When naked darkness gluts the sky with stars.

And thunder of the thought shall seem to wait
Upon the nimbler lightning of the deed.”

Now listen to another passage. Mammon delivers

his message:—
“ The fanes are ruined, spent.

The adoration that was only fond
Expedient, frantic makeshift for delayed
Self consciousness in men ; the truest creed
Dies like a mollusc when you crack the shell.
Instead of temples | bring the universe ;
Instead of creeds | offer you yourselves,
The greatness of the universe become self conscious
In flames and crimson seas we shall advance
Against the ancient immaterial reign
Of spirit and our watchword shall be still
‘ Get thee behind me, God ; | follow Mammon.

Mammon’s description of the world he would bring
into being palpitates with passion :—

“ 1, Mammon, mean to make
This mighty world a hundredfold itself.
There shall be deeper depths of poverty,
A more distressing toil, more warlike war,
An agony of spirit deadlier
Than that which drenched Gethsemane in blood ;
A rapture of dominion hitherto
Unfelt by conquerors, kings, or priests ; a power,
A beauty, and a glory of the world
Emerged from Christendom, like love’s belov'd
With April from the wrinkled womb of death,
Delivered fresh to Aphrodite’s arms.”

It is by means of passages such as this that we can
see the genius of the poet who found inspiration in
the rawness, hugeness, and noise of modern Babylon.

[

Mr. Davidson strikes us as a poet of rich and puissant

imagination. There can be no doubt as to the high
distinction of his work.
as well as a poet.
superstitions far behind.

the iniquitous Hell, and the tawdry Heaven,

pours its splendor over the world. M

Society has the right to protect itself, even from honest
The belief of a
criminal does not disarm society ; it protects itself from him
as from a poisonous serpent, or from a beast that lives on
human flesh. We are under no obligation to stand still and
allow ourselves to bo murdered by one who honestly thinks

murderers and conscientious theives.

it is his duty to take our lives.—Ingersoll.
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It was a

John Davidson is a pioneer
He has left the priests and their
Beyond the fabled Eden,
the

resplendent visions of the poet flood the sky and
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God or Fiend?—An Echo of Reggio.

Tub dogs howled in the night. And a dream came to n®
which was the mental distortion of a terrible happening.

The air was close, and there was an ominous stillness in
nature; the birds circled low, and their strange chimyp
oppressed and subdued my spirit.

| stood upon an eminence, with both the city and the &*
in view. | was troubled and fearful, for this was the seismD
zone, and the ground beneath my feet had trembled ; there-
fore was it that | pondered of earth, of ocean, of “
though God was with me but another name for fear. "8
the ground shook 1 The waves lapped the shore with fit'0
impulse, and the beach seemed to babble in a new tongue-

More uneasy became the depths, and the spasm of Mothé
Earth more emphatic, while from the clouds came fita
gleams------

Then in a moment a tearing, rasping sound from m?
bowels of the world, an eerie darkness and copper sun. e
was an earthquake! For | beheld in the distance
buildings of the city trembling, tottering—falling. A ves
cloud of dust arose from the ruins, and | heard the scream
of women and children, and the shouts and groans of j
I saw countless human beings destroyed by the f®!'J
beams and stones, and viewed with horror the struggl®8
the dying, and the torn and bloody features of the d&f’
The sea—now become impetuous and boiling—Ileapt w» .
new-found force, and then as rapidly receded, carrying b*r
in remorseless grasp hundreds of writhing forms. Butt
cries were rapidly stifled in the swirl and rush of the wate
and the blast of an evil wind. .T.

Stricken with horror, | shouted, in the words of Shell j
“Is there a Ood 1 Is there a God?" And | thought av°
came from out of the depths, seeming to say: “ Is tbet
God! Ay, an almighty Fiend I’

Leaving the hill whereon | had stood, | approached *
ruined city. Choked and blinded with the dust, my s°u *
now torn by the lamentations of those still living. Here'
father who had beer vainly calling for his children-
was kneeling before the shattered remains of a churchp 1
vainly supplicating the “ Father of Heaven and Earth
heard him chant—

“ He plants his footsteps on the sea
And rides upon the storm.” Nj

Round the bend of a great heap of fallen stonewo™"
came upon a woman of deathly pallor and dishevelled™
She was screaming, and between her screams rePCJjilii

short prayers, during which time she held her dying ~ji

crushed and mangled, high up to heaven, ihea 8R8 *»_"I'J
down tenderly and again screamed. And so she coutl
When last

to implore and so she screamed. Truly,
| heard Adherbal scream.”

Further on was a little child bonding in a pool of ® dj8
blood before a cross. Her tiny hands were uplift®*-"}»
was speaking in a tone low and earnest. Her. pOrt;
becoming ever weaker, | drew close to learn theiri v/~
“ Do give me back my mother. And my father,
can, dear God. You know we have trusted in y°u,
are gone—they are gone 1 Let thorn come back--.
come back—Ilet them ---—--- . She ceased, and fell 1&jer)
Striving within.myself ta.reconcile..the action of ga fgRg*
Almighty Father” with the death of that innocent
now seemed laden with the utterance.—

Hath then tho gloomy Power
Seized on her sinless soul ?”

Pn/e\sentjy, from _out the_ shadow of a
emerged a man %ﬂh{g 44 Wiid 1aughter.
naked body revealed torn and hanging flesh—the
his escape with life. His face was tho color of the

totteri?]& ny
His Xoi

in his eyes was an awful light. Ho Passed, e* **|59
Great God! It is a judgmentl Great God! j
judsgment_I’ ) grot?y’
tumbling over prostrate bodies and uneven e j B>
discovered at some distance a_mgtloy roup aroi " ke
G which stood 1R their ARYdSE. s R v
marble obelisk from the Cathedral of Messina, bra
with a Madonna and child. The child had been ~0th
away, but the Madonna herself remained. She, gpos

of the World! But tho figure hung now in POlgyery
tion, supported only by the iron coro within- sion
turned face bore the imprint of profound ~"™jojpo”i
every lip there dwelt a prayer. For had not tbo”
of man been exemplified by the earthquake ?

the power of the hand behind the world )
the present moment ? §¢ t6 the emblem of d MPiag teit
hood they had flocked ; to one who had shod tin8*L1?
for the sins of tho world thoy had como now of
hour of need. *“ Havo not tho buildings bee“ iy, &
And is not Our Lady hero to save? Surely ® {jjdJo
priests have lied 1" Thus thoy spoke and

s”oOr

%
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letnselvos to her henceforth body and soul, and the women,
Nith streaming eyes, supplicated for mercy.

They prayed to the Virgin to intercede with the Father to
stay his angry hand, and their prayers bore fruit, though
tuit that proved bitter as gall. The answer came ! Even
rfw, while they knelt, the answer came in the form of
Mother shock of greater force than the last.

mthere was a humming sound from below—organ accom-
paniment to their prayers—then a terrific and vast up-
eav8l, after which down, down, ever down. I, with them,

being sacrificed ; I, with them, was engulphed, blinded,
allocated, held with irresistible force by ten thousand stony
ands, bound immovable in the midst of solid, unyielding
"eight, absolute silence, and infinite darkness.

After a seemingly interminable period, out of a slowly
staving mass—release 1
j ies’ release. And then two lights, like stars, gradually
themselves into beaming eyes. A mouth pulsated
, ‘he movement of speech. A brow was disclosed so
autifnl, it seemed crowned with eternal youth.
.stretched forth my hands and strove to speak, when the
n with a cadence strangely powerful, uttered these
am J there a God? Is there a God? Ay, an
~®igkty God, and vengeful as almighty. Here, by this
ravaged land, and before my life’s task was done, the
jv\es | loved choked my breath—Earth, Ocean, Air, over
jtese’ ¢ The voice ceased, and the vision was torn
*eam™ ®a/'0, But | fancied | heard from out the distance

“ Fiend! | defy thee! Witha calmfixed mind
All that thou const inflict, 1 bid thee do !"

q
Ito,° ,aw’ke—but awoke torn with anguish, and distressed
measure.
hei DOWAthink with Shelley, that if God there be, then
A vengeful, pitiless, and almighty Fiend 1
Whose mercy is a nickname for the rage
Of tameless tigers hugering for blood.”

The Preacher Puzzled.

51&5“? cor>version of the employees, the Rev. J. E. Snyder,
thopg F°Pal minister of Chicago, has been going to work-
tre GQ@n , *actories during the noon hour and promulgating
establiRy the day he visited one Chicago company’s
listen t Ucnonti @ number of young women who had come to
lor an the tables and made the minister the target
aMalanche of questions. The queries which were
Hti0 * tlle Pa8tor came so thick and fast that he found
iNableg °r'?n*ty for preaching and, in fact, had his own
~NisoroBi a wor<l £n edgewise now and then. Rather
eferieti 1 't would seem, the evangelist has related his
. which, in his own words, was as follows :—

before | ~oun8 woman asked me, ‘ Who made God ?’ and

if (JOj 1c°uld start to speak another followed by asking me
sible f V\&? rssPonsible for sin. | said * No. Satan is respon-
another SIn"’ an(l before |1 had hardly finished that sentence

Mietk™ as'ied’ *Who made Satan? They asked me
dij an r wod heard and answered prayer. | told them God

did not'"\Ar Prayer>and then they wanted to know why God
h°aa »Ji,1Lj\\er the prayer of the martyrs. One of the ques-
the work  Wa8 'What are the benefits of the Church to
youn, KInS man?’ About the first question one of the
of tke j°men asked me was whether | believed in the God
\é&lini A5  The young woman seemed to have the pre-
becaure } a the God of the Jews was a cruel God
On abed. countenanced wars in which much blood had

rmJ\A\asked whether | did not think that Debs was a good
the ' J 8d | thought he was, when another member o
Thren lence remarked that «Debs is not a Christian,
ttie “tions denote that the girls have a better gospel—
bdydet N0 ,o£ common sense—than that of the Rev. Mr.
* that they stand in no need of bis.

__Truthseeher (New York).

h>ife: .1Qv. «NO PLACE FOR HER.
‘dts,. ®ball wo tako Aunt Backwoods to the Sunday
iVandd ?ouccrt ? ”
" INo; she cares only for religious music.”

«A,. CONTRADICTING HIMSELF ~ Btrcot t

n~'miafPURGEREHe Btk D Bhilesgper

) ) _
» " "YBOERS his life ain't worth living, ~»2 Ten Jumi
€ heats an automobile honk
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Funeral Fee Touting.

Allegations Against Midland Ministers,

A curious controversy has arisen between certain cemetery
authorities in and around Birmingham regarding the services
of ministers at funerals. Recently a Nonconformist minister
complained of being prevented by a cemetery chaplain from
conducting the funeral of a relative. In this case no ques-
tion of fees arose, as his services were offered gratuitously ;
but the controversy has led to a complaint that certain
persons are in the habit of touting for funeral engagements.
Eighteenpence as chaplin’s fee is charged for a public
reading when several funerals are taken together, and five
shillings for a private funeral.

A Birmingham undertaker states that cases have occurred
of relatives having no wish for a private funeral being
solicited by ministers to mark their form “ own minister.”
He affirms that a certain number of Birmingham undenomi-
national ministers and an equal number of laymen conduct
funerals solely for the fees.

One minister told the undertaker he was not well paid by
his congregation, and would be glad to take funerals for
relatives who had a repugnance to the public reading which
might have served for a number of interments. It is stated
that the number of funerals by “ own ministers” has greatly
increased since the fee was raised from Is. to 5s.

TRUE AND FALSE IMAGINATION.

Imagination s a valuable faculty when it is in the service
of reality. See it in the work of a great painter whose
masterpieces we wonder at and admire through ages. See
it in the work of the great sculptor, like some of those
glorious artists of antiquity whose statues have survived the
ravages of time. See it in the epics of a Homer or the
dramas of a Shakespeare. See it in the scientific genius
of a Newton or a Darwin, which perceives subtle lines of
evidence all running to one point, although other men, with
little less knowledge, perceive nothing but chaos, because
their vision is dim. Such imagination is grand indeed. But
when the imagination, uninformed by knowledge and un-
controlled by reality, employs itself in the mere combination
of its internal resources, joins one fact of memory to another,
and fancies that the product must be real because the fancy
is so vivid; when it revels in the creation of ghosts, and
dreams of dead gods, and fantastic miracles, and heavens
and hells, and all the foul or foolish things which are foisted
on the minds of little children in their undiscerning youth;
then it is fearfully debasing to the whole life. The corrup-
tion of the best is the worst; and that imagination, which
is the noblest of all faculties in literature, science, and art,
becomes infinitely degrading in the curse of religion.—G. W.
Foote.

O glorious days,—when Church and State
Were wedded by your spiritual fathers 1
And on submissive shoulders sat
Your Wilsons and your Cotton Mathers.
No vile “ itinerant ” then could mar
The beauty of your tranquil Zion,
But at his peril of the scar
Of hangman's whip and branding-iron.

Then wholesome laws relieved the Church
Of heretic and mischief-maker ;
And priest and bailiff joined in search
By turns, of Papist, witch, and Quaker!
The stocks were at each church’s door,
The gallows stood on Boston Common,
A Papist’s ears the pillory bore,—
The gallows-rope, a Quaker woman ! — Whittier.

There is a pleasure in the wet, wet clay,

When the artist’s hand is potting it.

There is a pleasure in the wet, wet lay,

Whon tho poet's pad is blotting it.

There is a pleasure in the shine of your picture on the line

At tho Royal Academy /

But the pleasure felt in these is as chalk to Cheddar cheese

When it comos to a well-made Lie,

To a quito unwrcckablo Lie,

To a most impeccable Lie 1

To a water-tight, fire-proof, angle-iron, sunk-hinge, time-
lock, stecl-faced Lie!

Not a privato hansom Lie,

But a pair and brougham Lie !

Not a littlo placo at Tooting, but a country house with
shooting, and a ring-fence, deer-park Lie!

—Rtidyard Kipling.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ato.

Notioes of Leoturea, eto., must reaob na by first pcBt on Tuesday
and be marked ‘‘ Leoture Notioe,” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.

W est Ham Branch N. S. s. (Forest Gate Public (Dower) Hall,
Woodgrange-road) : 7.30, 0. Cohen, “ The Necessity of Atheism.”
Selections by the Band before lecture.

W ood Green Branch N. 8. S. (Alma Hall, 335 High-road, N.,
three doors from Commerce-road) : 7, A. Hyatt, “ There is Life
in a Look at the Crucified One.”

W oolwich (Co-operative Institute):
“ God's Message to Messina.”

COUNTRY.

E dinburgh Secular Society (Rooms, 12 Hill-square): 6.30, A.
Davis, “ Peter Kropotkin: An Appreciation.”

Faitsworth (Secular Sunday School, Pole-lane): 6.30, Harry
Snell, “ Charles Bradlaugh as | Knew Him.”

Glasgow Secular Society (Hall, 110 Brunswick-street): 12
noon, Discussion Class ; 6.30, Chamber Concert.

Manchester Branch N. S. S. (Secular Hall, Rusholme-road,
All Saints) : 6.30, Lecture or Impromptu Discussion.

Newcastle (Rationalist Literary and Debating Society,
Hedley's Café, corner of Clayton and Blackett streets) : 7.30,
R. Turnbull, “ A Criticism of Socialism.”

730, G. W. Foote,

ARTHUR B. MOSS

(Freethobght Advocate),
is open to leoture for Secular or Ethical Societies on
Freethought and Social Subjects.
He is also open to give
Dramatic Recitals.

His repertoire comprises selections from Shakes-
peare, Lytton, Tennyson, Hood, Buchanan, McKay,
Sims, etc. He is also assisted with Pianoforte
Recitals by his son
STANLEY MOSS, L.C.M.

For dates, etc., write—
42 ANSDELL ROAD, QUEEN’'S ROAD, PECKHAM.

PAMPHLETS by C. COHEN.

Foreign Missions, their Dangers and

Delusions 3d.
Full of facts and figures.

An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics 6d.
Principles of ethics, based on the doctrine of Evolution.
Evolution and Christianity 2d.
Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity.. Id.
Christianity and Social Ethics 1d.
Pain and Providence ... Id.

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastlo-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

THE

MARTYRDOM OF HYPATIA;

OR, THE
DEATH OF THE CLASSICAL WORLD.

An Address delivered at Chicago by
M. M. MAN GAS ARI AN.

Will be forwarded, post free, for

THREE HALFPENCE,

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

EDUCING LIBRARY.—A large number of

Books for Sale, on Freethought, Science, History, Fiction,

etc., by best authors. Send for list—Caniey, The Beeches,
First-avenue, Acton Park, London, W.

SHE FBEHEHINKSB
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BUSINESS CARDS.

Short advertisements are inserted under this heading at the w®

of 2s. per half inch and 3s. 6d. per inch. No advertise®®

under this heading can be less than 2s. or extend beyond ae
inch. Special terms for several continuous insertions.

CLOTHING.— Gents’' please send postcard for p@%z
terns and self measurement forms and you wll
find quality and price that will astound you. We
make our own clothing at forty eight hours R
week and pay best rate of wages. Terms B
with order. Geo. Jessop & Son, Ltd., Clothing
Manufacturers, Batley, Yorkshire.

BRIMSTONE BALLADS, by J. L. Mackenzie, with in‘'r0
duction by G. W. Foote, Is. Elements of Social Sci™1
by the late Dr. G. R. Drysdale ; 670 pp., cloth, °s
People's History of the Aristocracy, by George Standn”'
174 pp. in wrapper, Is. An Atheist at Church, by
Standring; 44 pp. in wrapper, 4d.—G. Standring, 7 &
Finsbury-street, London, E.C. Y

SUPERIOR Photograph Enlargement, from any disD
copy, size 20 in. by 16 in., mounted, and finished 1
black and white; packed safely and carriage paid, 163’
Size 15 in. by 12 in., same finish as above, 6s. 6d. !
nets, 10s. 6d. per doz. Post Cards, 3s. per doz. S1
faction guaranteed. Glad to receive inquiries.—H. 1B '

Crow Well Studio, Barnsley.

for
CYCLES FOR FREETHINKERS.— I am Age”

“Ariel,” “B.S.A.,” “ Eadie,” “ Fleet,” “ Star,” _»
from £5 5s. Accessories by the best O'# ..
Bradbury Sewing Machines. All kinds of c
carriages. Lists free to intending purchaei
Please send cash with order, now, to BOB*
Lewis, Cycle Agent, Wilmslow, Manohester™"-

BEDSTEADS AND BEDDING.—Write for Pjjj
Lists. Carriage paid to any part.—C. E. h
CHIER, Kingswinford, Staffs.

HUNDRED AND XWGINDY Bheets of igr."~ n
address, |s.; better quality, Is. 6d. Visiting cards | jres*
ladies and gents.. Is. 4d. ; gilt edged, Is. 9d. per 100. /> .
cards, Memos, Billheads, 250 2s. 6d., 500 3s. Od, y A
Handbills, 250 2s., 300 3s., 1,000 4s. Od. All postire g&f

Parr (Freethinker), Printer, 70 Cambridge-street, Le
Samples free. General printing.

READ THIS. Mr. J. G. Dobson, 147 Tottington-l‘@g'_ stt*
says “ that the 30s. suit to measure he received from 1 @’
best fit and the best quality he has ever had at the vy
Can | send you patterns and self-measurement form
J. W. Gott, 28 Church-bank, Bradford. 1\

27s. Od. Suits to Measure. These arc equal to the oe®
offered by any other firm at 30s. Bee my pattern” fOitf
buying elsewhere. Patterns and self - measureme
free to any address—H. M. Wiison, 22 Northern
Bradford.

BLOUSE MATERIALS.—Lovely designs™and hest™
2s. 6d. per yard, 42 inches wide. Send for ern”- r\ﬁ%
a spfendid range of Cosfime Cloths at 2a ﬁgr
50 inches wide. Patterns free. A. Dyson, 606 B°ltO
Bradford.

ECZEMA.—My Eczemo-Oura 1 guarantee tw, ~

Give it a fair trial. Post free Is. 3d. and 2s. - *ls
Paper.—S. Burden, Chemist and Pharmacist
road, New Wandsworth, S.W.
By G. W. FOOTE.
First Series, doth
Second Series, doth
Tns Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon
PIANOS. .
Iron Frame, Foil Trichord, Check Aotio»
Walnut or Rosewood.
CASH Oil EASY TERMS. ot ter*
From 21 Guineas at 10s. Gd. por mon
arranged to suit convenience.
Liberal discount for cash. N Qf

Samuel Deane, ill Thorpe Road, For
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THE SECULAR SOCIETY,

LIMITED)

Compart]/ Limited by Guarantee

Begittered Office—!

NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, H.C,

Chairman o/ Board of Director-—M*. G. W. FOOTS,

Secretary—B. M.

«a @oate*y was formed in 1888 »0 afford legal security to the
Waition and application of funda for Seonlar purposee.
*ne Memorandum of Asaooiation seta forth that the Sooiety'a
Jola are:—To promote the prinoiple that human oonduat
ist "8 7ased upon natural knowledge, and not upon auper-
j. Bral belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper
j a** all thought and aotion. To promote freedom of inquiry,
@ Potn°te universal Seoular Education. To promote the com-
Is p sBoularisation of the State, etc., eto. And to do all such
hda 'kings aa arc oonduoive to suoh objeots. Also to have,
Q@h t0O0I7e>an” retain any Bums of money paid, given, devised,
a [ neathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of
Prrpoaea of “ the Sooiety.
*o is”bUEy °f members is limited to XI, In oase the Society
lidt .OMOr kBwonn” nP an(f *be aaa®a were Insufficient to cover
‘litiaa—a most unlikely oontingenoy.
fs« i b®rapay an entranoe fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent
J'y subscription of five shillings,
lira 6 Sooiety bins a considerable number of members, but a much
number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be
Il 008 amongst those who read this announcement. All who join
itst " **Pat®*n the oontrol of its business and the trusteeship of
ti0 O°ur’es. It is expressly provided in the Artioles of Associa-
te Hi no member, as suoh, shall derive any sort of profit from
t® °°tty, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in
T*ay whatever.
O}, 0 Society's affairs are managed by an eleoted Board of
telv*013 consisting of not less than five and not more than
Omembers, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) eaoh year,

YANCH Mias),

but are capable of re-eleotion. An Annual General Meeting of
members must be held in London, to reoeive the Report, elect
new DireotorB, and transact any other business that may arise.

Being a duly registered body, the Beoular Sooiety, Limited,
oan reoeive donations and bequests with absolute security.
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to make
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society's favor in their
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension.
It is quite impossible to set aside suoh bequests. The executors
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary oourse of
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in
connection with any of the wills by whioh the Sooiety has
already been benefited.

The Society's solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battcook 23
Rood-lane, Fenohuroh-street, London, E.O.

A Form of Bcfuett.—The following is a sufficient form of
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators :—KI give and
" bequeath to the Seoular Sooiety, Limited, the Bum of £-—-
" free from Legaoy Duty, and | direct that a receipt signed by
" two members of the Board of the said Society and the Secretary
" thereof shall be a good discharge to my Executors for the
" said Legacy.”

Friends of the Booiety who have remembered it in their wills,
or who intend to do so, Bhould formally notify the Secretary of
the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will
(if desired) treat it as striotly confidential. This is not necessary,
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, and
their oontents have to be established by competent testimony.

NOW READY,

NATURAL

OR

RELIGION

the secret of all the creeds,

BY

F. J

B
6InS an abbreviated rendering

in English of the great work of Dapnis,

B.

L'Origine de tons les

It
’Qj'f5 fir8t published in 1794, from which Robert Taylor, Logan Mitohell, and other aatro-

il Exponents of Christianity have so largely drawn.
It ~ronomical origin of Christianity,
Q. of the deepest

lans. Its value

in a manner whioh everyone

is enhanced by the inclusion of three

This little book thoroughly explains

may easily understand.

interest to Freethinkers and an astonishing eye-opener to orthodox

important plates from Dupuis,

reproduced (with difficulty) on India paper, which will not break with folding.

Sound in Cloth.

Price Two Shillings.

Postage Twopence Extra.

~“"ONEER PRESS, & NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.G.
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Have You Sent Us a Trial Order Yet?

This advertisement has undoubtedly “ caught your eye,” but
we want to “ catch your feet." Remember we return your money
in full in tbe remote event of'dissatisfaction. We are confident
that if you will send us a trial order, we shall get your future

business without asking.

The
Business Man’s
Boot.

Real box calf, straight
golosh, jockey back, drill
lined, medium toe, best
soles. Warranted all
solid leather. Stocked
in sizes 5, 6, 7, 8 9,
and 10.
We have now decided to
supply lace and Derby
pattern same price.

8s. 6d., post free.

LADIES.—Real box calf, well made and smart appearance. War-
ranted all solid leather. Lace, 5s. lid. Button and Derby,
6s. 3d., post free. If this boot is not worth 2s. more than you
an for them, we will refund your money and pay carriage

oth ways.

Catalogue sent post free on application.

What Freethinkers say of our Boots.

Ref. No.
2005. “ We are very well pleased with the boots sent.”
2016. *“ Pleased with the boots. Forward another pair.”
2023. *“ Received parcel safe. Highly satisfied.”
2039. “ Received boots and am highly satisfied. Cannot get
anything like them here for the money.”
2051. “ Boots received. Delighted with them.”

2052. “ Very well pleased with shoes.”
2063. *“ Boots fit very well and am greatly pleased with them.
2058. *“ Ladies boots give great satisfaction.”
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LEWIS START,

CIGAR MERCHANT AND

IMPORTER*

LOUGHBOROUGH.

(Established Over Fifty Years.)

W holesale Agent for the
GENUINE ROTHSCHILD CIGARS,
as supplied to the House of Commons-

Midland
Tbe Treasury, ) y
Board of Education, j Whitehall. North Eastern, Railways
Life Guards i Gt. Northern,
’ J Gt. Central,
R othschild’'s Own Make.
No. Brand. Per 100. Per 50,
1 Colonias 25/- 13-
2 Rothschilds 18/- 96
3 Proveedora 17/- 9-
4 Excelsiors ... 15/6 8/;
5 Key West ... 12/6 6/6
W e can also Recommend THE FOLLOWMNG BRANDS.
No. Brand. Per 100. Per 5
6 Rameros 16/- - 86
7 Santos 21/- /-
8 Optifolia 23/ -
9 Telmas 24/- 12/6
10 Moras 30/- 150

All the above Cigars are British made and of excellent qualiv4

Should you favor us with a trial and the flavor, shape °r.
not suit your requirements, we shall be pleased to exchange
and pay carriage both ways.

Terms, cash with order.

When ordering please enclose postal order and state Cheques and Postal Orders should be crossed “ Lloyd'8

your requirements.
WHITEHOUSE & CO., BOOT FACTORS, STOURBRIDGE.

DOES TEA

ciy E y ou
INDICATION?

IF SO, itis because ordinary tea contains
gallo-tannic acid, the fluid that leather is
tanned with.

It hardens the coats of the stomach, re-
tarding How of gastric juices, thus causing
iudigestion, bad complexion, and weak
nerves. One natural tea only is free from
this Crude Tannin, because it consists
solely of the tipsofselected leaves freed from
the stalks which contain this injurious
juice. Itiscalled

13 —T 7
xp hoo =Tipps

and 1, Odoctors now recommend Itas

the only digestive tea. It is pure Ceylon,
hence exquisite flavour, and absolutely un-
medicated. The absence of stalks enables it
to yield 50 more large cups per pound than
ordinary tea, hence economy.

A LARGE SAMPLE PACKET issent
FREE, with nearest agent's name, to every-
onewhowrites forit.enclosing 2d. for postage

—7-jv THE TYPHOO TEA CO. Ltd.,
e Jit 25, Castle {Street, Birmingham,

Loughborough.”

All parcels are sent carriage paid-

Quotations for Imported Cigars on receipt of brand and tle

A NEW (THE THIRD) EDITION

OF

FROM FICTION TO FACT-
By F. BONTE.

[Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)

REVISED AND ENLARGED.
SHOULD BE SCATTERED BROAD

SIXTY-FOUR PAGES. -
PRICE ONE PENN"’

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-Btreet, Farringdon-

Reminiscences of Charles BradlaD?

BY

G W.

The most intimate thing ever written abont Bradlaugh. Mr.

FOOTE.

of

Foote's personal rccolloO™ ~

the great “ Iconoclast” during many exciting years, with a page on his attitude in tbef Oietf
of dleath, and an account dof his 1ast appeararice "as Presidertt 'Of “the ‘Ndtioral SSELliEr " N o *

PUBLISHED AT SIXPENCE. REDUCED TO TWOPE

(Postage Halfpenny.)

THE PIONEER PREBB, 2 NEWOABTLE STREET, FARRINGDON BTREET, LONDO”

Printed and Published by tho Pioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle-street, London, E.O.



