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And this is the blessed and peaceful life of man, when
all his emotions are in unison ivith reason and truth.
— Saint Augustine.

The Providential Hand.

Religious people should never object to the doc-
trine of Providence. If there be a God there must
be a Providence. It is idle to argue, as some
Theists do, that God governs the universe by
general laws, and that there is no such thing as
particular Providence. John We3ley transfixed this
sophistry with the spear of logic. All generals are
ocaade up of particulars, and do not exist without
~bem; consequently there cannot be a general
Irovidence without a particular Providence; in
o%he”r words, a general Providence is no Providence
at all.

God, therefore, if such a being exists, is directly
and absolutely responsible for all that has happened
jo connection with the earthquake in South Italy,
-the lost and the saved were both in his almighty
hand. If he closed it and crushed one to death,
aod tossed another into a place of security, ho did
as he pleasea, and thus,. \Lu are saved are quite
nght in thanking him for pleasing to save them.
. any have been doing this publicly, and their action
18 quite consistent with the doctrine professed by
all Christendom. But they overlook the other side
°i the picture. They forget that if God is to bo
Praised for the saved he is to be cursed for the lost.
f he is to be thanked for sparing a minority he is
0 be blamed for destroying the majority. And

ben it is remembered hoiu the majority were
estroyed, what an awful tragedy it was, with every
conceivable form of mental and bodily suffering, the
haracter of this Deity stands out in bold relief, not
8a benevolent being with occasional moments of

eakness, but as a malignant being with occasional
a °f relenting. We venture to say that the
athor of this desolating earthquake, with its quick
order and slow torture of two hundred thousand
°’men and children, comes as near as possible to
®conception of a Devil. Wo fail to see, indeed,

form8,07 could have improved upon the per-

fri~L°re *8 somelbing else that these survivors of a
~ghtful calamity overlook. Why were they saved?

v ? were others lost? Have they the monstrous
bity to suppose that they were exempted from the
~ ner8l fate on account of their special virtues?
6 they impudent enough to suppose that not ono

Pe'ri\WOman' or °bild amongst the myriads who

bardl Vv ~as as S00* as themselves ? We can
abnnAk “eve ~bey probably have never thought
fQ  the matter at all. If they did think about it

leBa foment they would alter their attitude. Un-

thev aey Were incurably and even insanely selfish,

"IckeAlOU’\ rec°’gnise that their God had acted
I°’n  dy>and they would refuse to worship him any

Stnart' M-i'l_will ?all no beinS S°°d.” said John
that * wbo is not what | mean when 1 apply

Canp th my fellow-men ; and if such a being

go,” ntence mo to hell for so refusing, to hell 1 will
To

is filled°r™ ~ ?ncb a Hod is itself a orime. His hell
j ™ with victims, and his heaven with slaves.
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We appeal to Mr. Doresa, the British subject who

gave such an interesting account of his esoape. He
is evidently a decent, wholesome human being; his
heart seems to be in the right place. But his head

swims now and then. “ It was simply by the mercy
of God,” he says, “ that | was not killed with the
hundreds of thousands of other victims.” Does he
not see the logical antithesis, that if God's mercy
spared him God’s cruelty killed the others ? Accord-
ing to the theory involved in this gentleman’s words,
God determined the force and direction of the earth-
guake, designed every death and every survival,
planned every blow and every agony. How can ho
worship such a being? We put it to him in all
sincerity.

Bev. Monsignor O’Kelley, special correspondent of
the Daily Mirror, exclaims—* Merciful God. What

horrors T As if mercy and horrors went well
together 1 As if a merciful God would permit
horrors! Unless he cannot prevent them.—in

which case he is not God.

The English Churchman goes ono better still. It
undertakes to suggest why God has played the devil
with Calabria and Sicily,—why he has slain a mul-
titude of human beings, ranging from decrepit old
age to heipiess infancy, with e/cry circums.u.lfo of
revolting barbarity. According to our pious contem-
porary, these things “ speak in awful tones the
power of God's providential hand at a time when
His Name, and even His Being, are becoming almost
universally denied.” This appears to us to take the
cake for imbecility. It is suggested that God Killed
people wholesale in one part of the world in order
to frighten people in another part of the world ; that
he massacred the innocent in order to warn the
guilty; that he destroyed the most thorough-going
believers in Europe in order to remind the infidels
that his eye is upon them. The Archbishop of
Messina is slain by his cathedral in order to apprise
the editor of the Freethinker in London that he had
better join the Church of Christ. These people
first make their God a devil, and then them make
him a lunatic.

We have proceeded hitherto on the theory that
the leaders of religion are honest, that they are
victims of the superstitions they teach. We now
wish to make a qualification. They are not all
honest. Some of them are perfectly dishonest.
They practise upon human credulity for their own
profit and aggrandisement. And it has always been
one of their tricks to represent their own enemies as
the enemies of God. David took advantage of the
famine to slay Saul’s sons, as guilty of bringing that
sign of God's displeasure on Israel, but really as
possible pretenders to the throne. It would suit the
clergy admirably if the people could be got to believe
that God killed believers as a warning to unbelievers;
for the people, in that case, would take care that
there were very few unbelievers to be warned. We
incline to think that the English Churchman is
strictly attending to business. Similar notes are
being struck in other parts of Europe. The Pope
himself is working this policy for all it is worth.
Very likely he will find it advantageous, for religion
rests on ignorance and terror ; but fortunately
the unbelievers are too many to be exterminated

easlly- G. W. Foote.
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The Truth About Free Will.—lI.

(Continued from p. 5.)
According to Professor William James, it

is a
radical mistake ” to suppose that the juice has
long ago been squeezed out of the Free Will contro-
versy, The Professor is further of opinion that
there is no subject on which inventive genius has a
better chance of breaking new ground. One can
only regret that Professor James did not see fit to
exercise his unquestionable ability in indicating the
nature of the ground still untouched. As it is,
this writer's chapter on “ The Will” in his chief
work" is a most disappointing performance, giving
readers the impression of a man clear-sighted enough
to see all the weakness of the indeterminist position,
and yet anxious to make out a case on its behalf.
The expressed belief that the question of Free Will
is “ insoluble on strictly psychologic grounds "t is
particularly unfortunate, and this is accentuated by
the statement that the writer’'s preference for “ free-

will ” is based entirely upon ethical grounds. As a
matter of fact, “ free-will ” is not an ethical question
at all. It is biological and psychological, and only

ethical in the sense that all phases of life, and there-
fore all problems, are more or less inter-related.

Human ingenuity in the shape of philosophic
subtlety may succeed in so utilising modern know-
ledge as to present exmscs for the indeterminist
position, but it lies in the nature of the case that
increased scientific knowledge can give no support
to an essentially unscientific position The essen-
tials of the conditions, pro and con., were long ago
stated; and much of what is added serves only to
confuse the real question in dispute. What is really
needed is a plain statement of the essential points,
free from misleading language and non-essential
issues. The number of people who care to follow
out a philosophical argument is always comparatively
small, and when this argument happens to be clothed
in a more or less old-fashioned terminology this
number is still further reduced.

The recent revival of interest in the question
might be taken as a more hopeful sign were it not
that the bulk of the interest is primarily due to the
belief that a particular propaganda may be either
helped or hindered thereby. The revival, however,
serves as a reminder that between a theoretically
scientific age and a people whoso thinking is scien-
tific there exists a wide distinction. On the one
side we see the principle of causation generally
accepted, and on the other—often in the same
persons—there is an acquiescence in a theory of
the will that is aplain negation of causation. People
may not be consoious of the contradiction, but it is
there none the less. Probably the fact that concep-
tions long current acquire a kind of vested interest
in one’s intellectual outfit is responsible for the
fact, as it may also explain why there is always a
fairly strong influence on the unscientific side of
every disputed question.

As with most disputed questions of long standing,
the question of origin and history has a most
important bearing on a right understanding of the
“ free-will ” problem. On what grounds is it affirmed
that the “ will” is free in the sense that nothing else
is that is known to us? Material nature obviously
presents a sequence that admits of generalisation
and prediction. A very large part of the phenomena
attaching to the human organism admittedly fall
within the same category. We are conversant with
phrases like biological laws, physical laws, and
even with the laws of mental life. But in one
direction alone a distinction is made. It is affirmed
that voluntary actions are the unconditional pro-
ducts of absolutely free beings, and are what they
are, not because of those limiting conditions that
determine other actions, but because of the fortuitous
selection of an undetermined will.*

* Principles of Psychology, vol. ii., chap. xxvi.
< Principles, vol. ii., p. 572.
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Stated in this way—and it is difficult to state the
“free-will” position with less injustice to its up-
holders—one can soon get upon the track of those
conditions to which this belief owes its origin. The
conception of causation, so prevalent in modern
times, is of necessarily scanty extent amongst pri-
mitive peoples. It is nowhere absent, because there
are certain experiences so insistent that a dim per-
ception of causation must have been early established.
The connection between a blow and a wound, between
a fire and warmth, in all cases where the se-
guence is simple and obvious, the idea of causation
would find some play. But in the case of human
actions—particularly of voluntary ones—the con-
nection of these with any assignable cause or causes
is neither simple nor obvious. Even with ourselves
it is a matter of difficulty—often quite impossible—
to trace actions back to their causes. With primitive
man this inevitable difficulty is accentuated by a
theory of things which gives a more or less auto-
nomous “ soul” to every phenomenon or group of
phenomena. There is no question that man’s earliest
theory of things is volitional. And although a very
limited amount of knowledge and reflection abolishes
the crudest form of this theory, in its general out-
lines it persists for a long period, and is not even
now extinct. One after another the *“ soul’ or
“ will 7 that determines the motion of the planets,
the shape and structure of inanimate objects, the
movement or growth of plants, is surrendered. The
same conclusion is reached even with a host of
phenomena connected with the human organism.
But the most intricate problem of all remains—that
of the human mind. And, ejected from every other
vantage ground, the volitional theory finds a last
refuge here. Yet there can be no reasonable doubt
but that the belief in a“ will ” undetermined by sur-
rounding conditions is at best a survival of the
primitive theory of things. To those who think in
a really scientific manner the principle of causation
cannot be limited in its application. It is either
universal or useless. Either the whole of natural
phenomena represents an unknown sequence or the
whole of modern science is based upon a delusion,
and a rational interpretation of the universe an
impossibility. The “ souls” that once determined
everything in physics, in astronomy, in chemistry, in
biology, have now disappeared. A “ will ” acting
independently of determining conditions stands ns
almost the solo representative of a once universal
form of thought, and its ultimate fate is fore-
shadowed in the whole history of the human mind.

The fact that the human mind does not in any
generation start d; novo, but necessarily philoso-
phises upon the material accumulated by earlier
generations, accounts for the circumstance that we
are able to trace primitive modes of thinking among
people who have reached a stage of conscious philo-
sophic speculation. The notion of a “ soul” or a
“will” as something not to be brought under the
same category of oausation as phenomena in general
thus™ meets us in early Greek speculation, and has
persisted down to our own day. Taking certain
things for granted, philosophers have very largely
devoted their energies to devising forms of expres-
sion for them so that they would not be in too
glaring disharmony with contemporary knowledge.
Once this primitive conception had gained a foot-
hold in speculative philosophy manv causes com-
bile™ to give it permanence, although it is highly
significant that in nearly every case where philo-
sophers have deliberately designed their work upon
the basis of contemporary knowledge the belief in
“ free-will ” has been discarded.

The persistence of interest in the Free Will con-
troversy has, however, been due more to theology than
to either psychological or ethical interest. Given the
belief in a God as sole creator and governor of the
world, and there is one of two ways in which he may
affect mankind. Either he induces men to carry
out his wishes by an appeal to their reason or their
fears, or he has so arranged matters that certain
events will come to pass at a given time, human
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effort being one of the agencies contributing to that
end. The first leaves man “ free ” within certain
limitations, the latter leads straight to the Chris-
tian doctrine of predestination. Either position,
from the standpoint of apologetics, has its dis-
advantages. The first limits the power of God, the
second casts grave doubts upon his wisdom and
goodness. The fact that this is so may serve to
explain why, with other reasons of a more personal
character, Christian writers have taken up at one
time the position of Free Will, and at another time
that of Determinism. It will also explain why to-
day, with science in so complete an ascendancy in
the realm of thought, and when the moral sense of
Mankind revolts from worshiping a deity who de-
liberately designed, among other things, all the evil
and suffering we see, Christian writers of to-day
have seized upon the obscure phenomena of the
human mind as affording a refuge for their primitive
and anti-scientific theory of an undetermined “ will.”
. On the Christian side, if we except Paul’s teachi-
ngs on pre-destination, the first great Christian
~riter against the freedom of the will was Augustine.
The only man, according to him, who ever possessed
Free Will was Adam. He chose ovil, and committed
fche race by his choice. Like many later Christian
Writers he denied man’s natural ability to do good.
All the good he did came from “ Grace,” and grace is
gnen, not for any merit, but purely as a gift from
God. With certain qualifications Thomas Aquinas,
the great doctor, follows St. Augustine in his belief
n pre-destination. He allowed that merit, on the
PArt of human beings, would, to some extent, deter-
mine whether “ Grace ” should be bestowed upon
them or not. This concession was, however, cor-
rected by Calvin, who denies that the goodness or
badness of man has anything to do with his pre-
destination to either heaven or hell. God dooms
®me to one place and some to the other simply
because ho chooses to do so. Zwingli asserted, in
denying the freedom of the will, that God was “ the
Author, mover, and impeller to sin.” Martin Luther
eclared that man’s will was like a horse ridden by
mther God or the Devil, and that man had no power
0 choose who the rider should be. Later still,
onathan Edwards wrote, in defence of his Chris-
lan faith, one of the most powerful and subtle
arguments ever penned in favor of Determinism,
dd in addition to these views of individuals, with
uers that might be added, we have the declaration
pl the Westminster Confession of Faith and the
..urch of England Catechism, both of which ex-
P rnitly assert that man’s will is utterly powerless to
oompliah good works. Under these circumstances
3 2 ourious that we should now find Christian theo-
gians vigorously denouncing Determinism as in the
'ghest degree immoral, and upholding “ free-will”
an essential portion of Christian teaching.

C. Cohen.
(To be continiLed.)

Materialism in the Churches.

system of philosophy has ever succeeded, or ever
th [MBucceed>in satisfactorily solving the riddle of
and f,n*ver8e' “inexplicability of the last ground
fact - a™conneetions of things” is an acknowledged
B . every serious school of thought. This is
|y ciably true of the philesophy khRewn as Material-
8aid' fk fay »= tnis sehoolj 85 it hias repeatedly beem
Cop&U’\t “its real nature consists in an equally
f ive assertion that not only the
{hopg . @BP@%T sses of i
1m Fpaaruroular rcan hoe oexplained rom npuhely
f"chanlcal principles is to be guilty of grossly and
ae*CQaably misrepresenting it. One who used to bo
“jetematically decried as a “ crass Materialist, Lud-
, 'S Buchner, assures us that not even in his wildes
-ayHJid he dream of claiming the ability to explain the
b’'verse on any principle whatever. All that great
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thinker thought fit to do was to point out that Mate-
rialism “is no more inconvenienced” hy the inex-
plicability of Nature than “ its philosophic opponent,
Spiritualism, which is just as little, and perhaps less,
able to give that explanation by means of the
spiritual principle it alleges.”

Let it be distinctly understood, then, that what-
ever Materialism is, it has never had the presump-
tion to characterise itself as the annihilation of
mystery. What, then, is Materialism, and what
does it attempt to do ? For a correct answer to this
guestion we must on no account apply to theology or
to any form of metaphysics. If you open your
Encyclopedia Britannica, in its ninth or tenth edition,
the first thing that strikes you is the absence of an
article on Materialism, and the second, that nearly
all definitions of the term, contained therein, are
supplied by ldealists, who are bound to be more or
lees influenced by their prejudice against it. If you
listen to the popular preacher you will find Mate-
rialism fiercely denounced, but never actually defined,
and on examination of the words employed you will
discover that what he really decries is not Material-
ism at all, but selfishness and sensualism. As a
matter of fact, scientific Materialism has no connec-
tion whatever with our manner of life, or with the
spirit and tone of social conduct. Materialism, in
the only sense in which it is advocated by scientific
Freethought, signifies the theory that the only
ultimate reality in the Universe is matter, and that
apart from matter there are no such things as life,
thought, mind, and spirit. According to this theory,*
matter is the source and substance of all things.
Now, it is a noteworthy fact that scientific Mate-
rialists are often idealists in morals, while many
materialists in the pulpit sense are scientific Idealists.

Now, what arguments can be adduced against
Materialism as scientifically defined? Professor
A. S. Peake, D.D., of the Manchester University, in
an essay, entitled, “ Why | cannot be a Materialist,”
speaks slightingly of this school of philosophy.
Although admitting that the triumphs of physical
science have made it a “ favorite theory,” he says:—

“ In spite, however, of the attractiveness which Mate-
rialism possesses for the scientist, it is not likely that
it will permanently maintain its ground. Some, no
doubt, accept it and cleave to it, but it is more likely
to be a temporary stage of thought among those who
are really concerned to think out the questions that are
involved.”

Dr. Peake seems to labor under the delusion that
Materialism is a product of the latter half of the
nineteenth century, whereas, in reality, it is one of
the oldest philosophies in the world. Its founder
was Democritus, acontemporary of Socrates. So far
is it from being a “ temporary stage of thought,”
that for five centuries after Plato and Aristotle it
was the dominant philosophical school. It was the
central contention of the Stoics during that period
that “ only Body exists.” Eventually Stoicism was
forcibly suppressed by Christianity. For a thousand
years Materialism remained in a state of suspended
animation. With the revival of learning it slowly
came to life again. Immanuel Kant started life as
a Materialist, and some of his earliest books were
decidedly materialistic in their tone and tendency.
Indeed, at no period of his life could Kant be set
down as a consistent ldealist. The great Diderot
was a Materialist, and some of the most brilliant
declamations in Holbach’s Systtme dc la Nature—
that “ Bible of Atheism "—were from his pen. For
the last forty years the overwhelming majority of
scientific men have been Materialists ; and they are
becoming such in increasing numbers every day.
Thus Materialism is seen to be anything but a
“ temporary stage of thought.”

We now come to Dr. Peake's objections to it.
This professional theologian bases one objection on
the scientific conception as to the constitution of
matter. Materialism, according to him, “ is opposed
to the doctrine of the conservation of energy.” We
confess our utter inability to perceive the relevancy
of this argument.
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“It has often been pointed out,” he says, “ that we
cannot account for the production of thought on mate-
rialistic principles if the law of the conservation of
energy is true. This law assures us that the total stock
of energy in the physical Universe remains the same.
For if, as a Materialist has told us, the brain secretes
thought, this physical process ought to involve the
transformation of energy into thought, and the conse-
guent reduction of other forms of energy. But the
truth is that the energy remains the same, and the
thought thus produced is an additional product.”

Dr. Peake's main error here is that he regards
thought as a new product, as an addition to the sum
total of energy. Thought cannot be proved to be
anything of the kind. Thought has no existence
whatever except in imagination. When the brain
thinks no new substance or entity is brought into
being. Thinking is only a form of motion in the
grey bed of the brain. As Bichner puts it, “ it is
an expression for the action of the ganglionic cells
contained therein, and so represents the highest
psychic activity of which the brain is capable. ”

But this, Dr. Peake declares, is “ unthinkable.”
Why unthinkable ? It is not unthinkable, because
it has been thought by men as capable of thinking
as the Professor himself, and it is constantly being
thought by innumerable scientists of the first rank.
“ It is impossible to conceive the transition from
matter to thought,” Dr. Peake adds. We reply that
it is impossible to conceive that a man who knows
anything about science could pen such a sentence.
There is no transition from matter to thought; no
first-class scientist ever said that the brain “ secretes”
thought; that ideas and feelings are things produced,
brought into being by an act of creation performed
by, the brain is not merely a pure fancy, and wildly
fantastic at that, but utterly inconceivable. We
frankly acknowledge that the thinking process is an
insoluble mystery, but we also contend that all
thinking is done by the brain, and that the quality
of the thought corresponds to the quality and
quantity of the organ of thought.

Dr. Peake is guilty of reckless inconsistency.
With one breath he tells us how inconceivable it is
that the brain should be able to think, and with
another that we do not and cannot know what
matter is. If matter is unknown and unknowable,
on what ground of reason does the Professor pro-
nounce it incapable of thought? He ought to have
known exactly what it is and what it can do before
venturing on such a momentous declaration. He
quotes from Mr. Wbetham, with evident approval,
the opinion that “ the ultimate explanation of the
simplest fact remains, apparently forever, unattain-
able,” and then immediately goes on to affirm, with
an omniscient air, how impossible it is to “ imagine
that the mere motion of particles of mattor, even
matter so endowed with sensitiveness as the brain,
could produce thought,” thought and matter being
so “ entirely incommeasurable,” having “ no common
factor to bind them together.” Thinking is a
mystery, but equally so is the fact that matter
should, under specific conditions, be alive. Thought
is not one whit more inexplicable than life, and yet
matter does live, and matter does think.

From the admission that the nature of matter is
unknown to us the Professor proceeds to show that
matter itself may be an illusion and our life on earth
a dream. Then ho jumps to the conclusion that
“ though every thought we have be false, a thinking
mind is necesssary to think them.” But where does
this thinking mind spring from ? Where is its place
of abode ? What happens to it during sleep and
other spells of physical unconsciousness ? Dr. Peake
brings it on the stage without any warning or intro-
duction, and makes it accountable for everything.
And this unknown and intangible “ thinking mind’
is dragged in to do a task which matter “ can never
achieve.” Dr. Peake does not know what matter is,
but he does know exactly what matter can and can-
not do. He has no idea what mind is or when and
how it comes, but he has the clearest possible con-
ception of the mind’s functions.
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Dr. Peake ends his article in the usual pious
fashion. In the wildest dogmatic manner he dis-
misses Materialism without pronouncing the bene-
diction upon it. The dismissal words are these:
“ The supreme thing in the Universe is not matter,
but spirit, and it is for the sake of spirit that matter
ultimately exists.” This is the pulpit style to per-
fection. Where is the proof? The moment yon
show us spirit distinct from and independent of
matter we will believe you. We can show you
matter without consciousness and without mind, and
we can trace for you the gradual process by which
consciousness and mind were eventually evolved.
You say, “We know nothing of matter except
through mind,” and we beg to remind you of the
converse, that we know nothing of mind except
through matter. That is tit for tat, and more,
because with our evolved mind we can watch the
slow evolution of mind through countless genera-
tions of plant and animal life ; and we challenge you
to explain this unutterably wonderful process on any
theory of the prior and independent existence of
mind. What we behold is, not mind creating matter,
but matter blossoming into mind; not God making
man, but man converting his own shadow into God
and then falling down and hugging it, saying, “ | am

thy child.” The highest we know is matter living)
thinking, feeling, loving. Show us a higher, and it
sufficeth us. j. T. 11oyd.

The Universe His Monument.

On Christmas Day, 1G42, at the hamlet of Wools-
thorpe, Lincolnshire (Tennyson’s country), was born
a child so small that its mother used to say it might
have been put into a quart mug. The ohild was
Isaac Newton. His initial dimensions might hint
to enthusiasts in the study of Eugenics (a pursuit»
nevertheless, which | respect) that infant physique
is not to be taken as a complete measure of value.
Isaac seemed dull at his lessons, but, a school-fellow
having kicked him violently in the abdomen, he took
a scientific revenge by applying himself diligently
to his tasks, and beating his enemy in the class.
Like Galileo, he had a lifoloDg passion for the real,
the useful, the certain and the precise. He con-
structed a water-clock. His Kites, flying by nigbt
with lighted lanterns attached to the tails, scared
the late wayfarer in the lane. A windmill having
been erected at Grantham, an imitation mill, io
going order, whirled its sails on a house-roof, and,
on windless days, was kept going by a mouse that
pattered on a tread-wheel. Builder, Isaac Newton.
His intellectual journey carried him from the
Grammar-school to Trinity College, Cambridge, and
thence, at the age of 22, to a Professorship of Mathe-
matics in the same university. And now he began
his immense explorations into nature, more adven-
turous than the travels of Marco Polo to China, or
Vasco da Gama's doubling of the Cape of Storms, or
the riding of knights-errant in “ faery lands forlorn.”
Optics first. | think every child should be made
familiar with the story of Newton covering up his
window, and placing his prism in an aperture of a
shutter, and watching the light flash through the
glass to a screen, and refract into the sevenfold color
of the rainbow. The man in the dark room is so
splendidly symbolic of the soul of humanity in the
universe, seizing its opportunities to draw out the
secrets of nature, and making dumb materials tell
their tale. In Trinity College to-day stands a statue
of Newton, prism in hand,—noble memorial of the
discoverer who, greater than fire-giving Prometheus,
caught the light in a wondrous snare and explained
it. Another direction in which he pursued optical
research was in the making of the first reflecting
telescope. The small instrument is preserved as a
revered relic by the Royal Society of London, and,
in the eyes of the muse of history, is a grande”™
object than the big reflector,—sixty feet long and
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with a six-foot speculum,—constructed by Lord
Ro8se at Parsonstown in Ireland. Not tarrying at
Bwoh triumphs, he continued his untiring observa-
tions and traced the laws of color, refraction and
polarisation: and if he erred in his emission theory
of light, his very error is of finely-wrought intelli-
gence.

He studied the laws of movement,—that anangkc,
°r tremendous necessity,—which governs both planet
and mote. According to the first law of motion, first
indicated by Kepler, and now precisely stated by
Newton,—

“ Every body will continue in its state of rest or of
uniform motion in a straight line except in so far as it
is compelled by impressed force to change that state.

ifhe moon, then, might travel in a straight line were
it not for some impressed force which causes it to
fall towards the earth, and so swing in a circular
°rbit as a midway result of the two motions. At
~hat rate does it fall ? Newton’s reply is enshrined

His Principia :—

“ Every body in naturo attracts every other body with
a force directly proportional to the product of their
masses, and inversely proportional to the square of the
distance between their centres.”

Inventing new methods of mathematics in his ener-
getic attack on nature’'s mystery (like Archimedes,
who invented a new engine of war in the midst of
the siege of Syracuse), Newton mapped out the three
laws of motion in general, and applied his theory of
gravitation to the interpretation of tides, the vast
plunges of comets through space, and the planetary
ellipses. How small must most of us feel as we
stand in imagination at Newton’'s side, and know
that he understands the machinery of the heavens,
ana we must needs learn from him as children learn
from a teacher. We have a way of talking of the age
°f science as if we had revealed these things for our-
selves. Few of us could, if pressed, say clearly how
the planets move, and how the tides, which we idly
Watch at the seaside, obey the attraction of the
inoon. Nor can we conceive of the likelihood of a
une when all men will equal Newton in his capa-
c¢Jty to understand astronomic law. It is a very
8 r'k'ng and nohle fact in our daily life that we thus
Put our trust in the profound minds of a few Newtons
~d Darwins. Such faith is essentially different
f’m the faith in the Absolute God who merely pro-
ounces his will. It is a faith in minds who, as it
bler™ leave the whole course of their study on the
ackboard of science free to the inspection of all,
1 challenging the criticism of every questioner.
> P 1688, Newton was elected M.P. for Cambridge

’\n*versit}é. The voting was as follows  Sir Robert
eawer] 125 . Mr Newton> 122 ; Mr. Finch, 117. No

®Ports of the astronomer’s speeches, if any were
aae, have come down to us. To a man before
hose eyes the mysteries of the heavens had been
"ucurtained, the talk and tactics of the House of
Ommon8 must sometimes have seemed like the
potion of the mouse that turned the toy mill in the

RAxSF OF Rig boyhood. fn 1899, e was appointed
Annudll Offépefwl\ér']%’flwe’lgg%’kr@qﬁ]ct{eedd“ in 1705 (and
the Royal Society! A Parliamentary contest™ not

°r|1|g afterwards sent Newton to the
PO of four candidaves. He perhaps consoled him
&If by the thought that the law of gravitation was
n°t changeable like the voters of Cambridge,
Newton had faith in God and the Bible. Ho baa
Particular interest,—a “ mystical fancy he nim-
&If called it,—for the books of Daniel and Revela-

icn. iQthese works we find curiosities. Thcio are
grange beasts such as bears, leopards, dragons.
ahere are terrific battles, earthquakes, thunders,

ightnings, falling stars. There are melodramatic
: Sores on thrones, on white horses, on the waters,
“ Hie air. We hear loud voices shouting the doom
N ernpires and the opening of new ages of the earth.
» J Kn wrote Observations on the Prophecies of Daniel
»*7«* Apocalypse of St. John. Nobody considers the
rm°k  any importance to-day, while the Principia is

w*and always will be, held as one of the master-
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pieces of human reasoning. I suppose he was
interested in the beasts and earthquakes of Daniel
and John because they gave exeroise to his love of
research,—his wit in unravelling things hidden.
Newton is an example of a man whose thoughts
could be in one direction exact, precise, scientific;
and, in another direction, go wandering into the
baseless kingdom of the gods. Yet, even in the
excursions into divinity, the philosopher’s intellect
sought to act with the accustomed methods. |
cannot help smiling at Sir David Brewster’'s simple
remark that—

“In the eleventh chapter [of the Observations] Sir
Isaac treats with great sagacity and acuteness of the
time of our Savior’s birth and passion, a subject which
had perplexed all preceding commentators.”

It is evident that Newton’s mathematical mind was
fascinated more by the chronology than the ethics of
the Gospel.

For the last twenty years of his long life, Newton
lived with his niece in Kensington. His silver-white
hair gave him a very venerable appearance. In habit
of living he was temperate ; in manner, untalkative
and absent-minded. He never wore glasses, and
never lost more than one tooth to the day of his
death. While he was economical in personal outlay,
he freely gave to the poor and (as Charles Lamb
would gratefully note!) to his poor relations. He
used to say that they who gave away nothing till
they died never gave at all. He died on March 20,
1727, and was buried in Westminster Abbey. The
inscription on his monument speaks of him as an
Ornament of Human Nature. Many years after
his death, his Woolsthorpe house was repaired, and
a marble tablet thus inscribed :—

“ Sir Isaac Newton, son of John Newton, Lord of the
Manor of Woolsthorpe, was born in this room on the
25tli December, 1642.

Nature and Nature's laws lay hid in night,
God said ‘ let Newton be,” and all was light.”

We may feel touched by the passionate admiration
expressed in the couplet, yet we must be conscious
that it oversteps the line of justice. Newton did
not so suddenly bring light into the human mind.
He learned very much frem those that went before,
—from Kepler, from Galileo, from Copernicus, and
from the Greek observers of ancient times, such as
Hipparchus the astronomer. There is a continuity
in science.

Fifty years ago last September, the people of
Grantham held high festival in honor of the distin-
guished man born in their neighborhood. A pro-
cession was formed at the Grammar-school where
Newton was educated. It moved to the spot where
Lord Brougham was to unveil a statue. The most
pleasing sight in the procession was a group of three
boys. One oarried a copy of the Principia, in which
Newton explained the laws of motion. The second
carried the reflecting telescope before-mentioned.
The third bore Newton’s prism. Thus they repre-
sented the young humanity which learns lessons from
the old, reveres its achievements, and develops its
intellectual and moral bequests. When the Btatue
was displayed, Lord Brougham eulogised the astro-
nomer. The most striking remark occurred near the
close of the speech :—

“If you seek for a monument, lift up your eyes to
the heavens which show forth his fame. Nor, when
we recollect the Greek orator's exclamation, ‘ The
whole earth is the monument of illustrious men,’ can
we stop short of declaring that the whole universe is
Newton’s.”

F.J. Gould.

He who fights with the priests may make up his
mind to have his good name torn and befouled
by the most infamous lies and the most cutting
slanders.—Heine,



Acid Drops.

Rev. Dr. J. Warschauer deserves credit for straightfor-
wardness on the subject of the Virgin Birth. He censures a
brother clerical for speaking of “ a virgin birth in the heart
of every man,” and saying that “ every moral and spiritual
advance is of the nature of a virgin birth.” Dr. Warschauer
observes that “ a virgin birth is birth from a virgin,” and
adds that “ if we mean something quite different the re-
sources of language should not be inadequate to set forth
that meaning.” “ To make my own position quite clear,”
Dr. Warschauer concludes, “ let me say that | belong to that
growing minority of theologians in this country who, rightly
or wrongly, regard the New Testament evidence as insuffi-
cient to establish the supernatural birth of Christ.” This is
well thought and well expressed, but Dr. Warschauer must
pardon us for saying that he is only following in the wake of
Freethinkers, who have thought and expressed the same
thing for at least a hundred and fifty years. Wo might also
venture the suggestion that if Dr. Warschauer were only to
reason in that way with regard to the rest of his Christian
credo, he would probably find it a rapidly disappearing
quantity.

“ What should we strive for in 1909 ?” was printed right
across the top front of last week’s Christian Commonwealth.
The honest answer would be “ A big circulation.”

At last a man of God is in agreement with the Free-
thinker. The Rev. Dr. A. T. Pierson, who nearly succeeded
the great Spurgeon, has expressed himself in severest con-
demnation of present-day Evangelism. He describes it as
anything but simple, as depending on elaborate and costly
machinery, on spectacular sensationalism and dramatic
novelties, and as being, in short, “ a business speculation.”
The Freethinker has been saying precisely the same thing
for years, and it only differs from Dr. Pierson by going one
step further and characterising the Church itself and its
ministry as “ a business speculation,” and nothing more.

Mr. R. J. Campbell and Jesus Christ are in full agreement
on every point, only no one knew what the former meant
until the latter arose to explain him. Never before was
Christianity recognised in the plenitude of its Divine signi-
ficance and power. Here at last is a man who can read
God’s mind and will like an open book, and set the world
right on every conceivable point. Praise the Lord.

Mr. Campbell gets worse and worse. His last printed
sermon on “ The Doctrine of Non-Resistance,” preached
from a text that could scarcely be misunderstood (or rather
misrepresented) honestly, is one of the most foolish things
we ever encountered. Listen to this: “ Let the smiter
smite so long as his blow falls on you alone ; but strike up
his arm when it falls upon the defenceless and weak.”
According to the City Temple gospel, it is right to defend
others and wrong to defend oneself. This is worthy of
Colney Hatch.

Poor professional Jesusites! How they hobble after the
unemployed Carpenter of Nazareth ! The late Rov. William
Reynolds, of Llandeloy, Pembroke, for instance, left ;£30,643.
He is now with Dives—Ilooking for water.

Here are two more indigent apostles of poor J. C., both
appearing in ono morning’s “ Wills and Bequests.” Rev.
Robert Bruce, of Hnrstlea, Alexandra-park, Harrogate, left
(£14,755. Rev. Charles Parkor, of Upton House, Bitton, near
Bath, honorary canon of Bristol Cathedral, loft .£10,491.
For of such is the kingdom of heaven.

Another poor Christite 1 Rov. Charles Louis Rudd, aged
eighty-six, of Meadowside, Twickenham, left X20 845. Even
the Rev. R. C. Fillingham, that fantastic and tempestuous
parson, who ought to liavo been a Dissenter, loft X2,399.
Not a fortune, but a good deal for him.

George Brest, of Poole-road corner, Wimborne, Dorset,
committed the heinous offence of selling sweets and cigar-
ettes on Sundays, December C and 13, 1908. Sir Richard
this, Sir John that, and Colonel the other, sat upon the
bench when the culprit was brought up for trial and
sentence. They ordered him to pay 25s., fine and costs,
and regretted they could not make it more. The chairman
sapieutly remarked that the wicked tradesman sold his
sweets and cigarettes Ilbecause it paid to do so.” Of
course. He keeps a shop to keep himself. Sancho Panza
wouid make a bettor judge than Sir Richard Glyn.
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Nonconformists are as bad as Churchmen in one thing;
they cannot even give religious instruction to paupers with-
out payment. You would think they would give these poor
creatures tips out of the guide-book to heaven for nothing.
But not they. Cash down is the rule of their trade. We
say this in view of the rumpus at Caxton, where the Board
of Guardians have been discussing the religious interests of
the people in the workhouse. It was agreed that Noncon-
formists had equal rights with Churchmen in the matter;
so the vicar of the parish was appointed for twenty-six
Sundays a year at a salary of (£20, and a Baptist minister
was appointed for the other twenty-six Sundays at the same
salary. Nonconformity used to cry “ No State religion!”
Now it cries “ Halves I"—and doesn’t mind three-quarters.

Good Americans, such as Bret Harte, Mark Twain, and
Colonel Ingersoll, have all agreed that the Chinaman is really
hated, not for his vices, but for his virtues. What the
average Christian white says about the yellow Heathen is
not what he means. He dreads the Celestial's industry,
sobriety, and thrift. White men have been known to look
for work for years without finding it, while the Chinaman
soon hitches on to a job. There is something fine and
modest about these Celestials, with the big brainpan and
the old polite civilisation. Look, for instance, at the fol-
lowing extract from the “ In Memoriam ” column of the
Liverpool Daily Post:—

“ YUEN.—In loving memory of our dear cousin, Yuen
Yap, whose fife was taken away from us December 4, 1908.
(We mourn the loss of our dear cousin, who was well-
respected as a good and peaceful man by all who knew him-
He leaves a wife and four children to mourn his loss at bis
own home. He was a member of the Chinese Society f°r
Seamen, called the Tung Yee Tong. His occupation was a
ship’s cook. He had resided at Liverpool, London, and
Cardiff for a period of about ten years, and had never been
known to have caused any trouble during his stay.)—BIS
cousins, Yuen Chong and Yuen Ming.”

Is not this simple and natural, and therefore beautiful ?

Two old men who had been excitedly anticipating their
first Old Age Pension payment failed to arrive at the Black-
burn Post Office on new year’s morning, and it was found
that they had died duriug the night. This is one of the
sarcasms of “ Providence.” It reminds us of the man in tbO
story who dropped food from his window to hungry peopl®
below; it was attached to a string, and when a starving
wretch grabbed at it the philanthropist pulled it back-
Such was the One Above to those poor old Blackburners.

Prophet Baxter sails along prosperously, in spite of
fact that he has foretold the end of the world so many tin1®
without its coming off. Nothing ever happons, but tb
mistaken prophet shifts forward the date each time, and b1
crowd of dupes always come up smiling. But it is not every
prophet who has the luck of old Baxter. One of the tri
has just been bowled over in America, and the PO’

want” him; in fact, they have a warrant out for his arr-
as a public nuisance. Mr. Loo Spangler did business #
Nyack, in the Stato of Now York. Ho persuaded a lot O
people who trusted him with their minds, and appareu |
with their money, that the wind-up of this planet's anQl .
would take placo on December 27, 1908. His followers 8 ~
up all the Saturday night expecting to hear the blast
Gabriel's trumpot some timo in the morning. Thirty
them, all females, wore white dresses made for the occasi
Prophet Spangler appointed to meet them at a local stt> j
and go with them up the South Mountain, from tbo top
which they were to float up to heaven, while Gabriel b
the trumpet of doom for the wicked world in Oakhill Co
tery. But it seoms that Spangler hired a buggy and 13
tracks for a fresh pitch. His followers waitod for hi®0 ,
midday, when they gave tho game up, and accoptod 8 ¢
wiches and hard-boiled eggs from sympathetic spocta
who had just enjoyed a dog-fight over tho gravo of °u
one of the lady Spauglerites’ husband.

According to the Free Church Chronicle, out oF —Z)"lfys/@)

non-paying guests in tho prisons of England, there were

288 Wesleyans, 84 Baptists, 60 Methodists, 09 Presbyter ~
34 Congregationalists, 4 Salvationists, 3 Biblo Christa
Plymouth Brethren, and 1 Quakor. But aro tlieso n
quite accurato? It is said that many prisoners put
selves down Church of England for prudential reasons-
that others are put down Church of England for not 8jt)lidx
what denomination they belong to. Catholics, no 1 Of
are always Catholics. They show the largest perceu b
crime, and tho Quakors the smallest. Those who ha ~q
most Christianity have tho most crimo; those who ba

least Christianity have the least crimo. Which 18 e"
what every intelligent outsider would expect.
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Baptist membership has fallen from 430,000 to 424,000,
Sunday-school teachers have decreased by 100 and scholars
by 8,000. Yet fifty-five new chapels have been built at a
cost of jE86,000. Comment is unnecessary.

Baptist members increased in Wales during 1905, when
the Revival was at its height, by 32,000. Next year the
increase was only 8,000, which was normal on the figures of
ten years. The following year the reaction that always
comes after revivals began to tell, and there was a decrease
°f 5000. Last year there was a further falling ofi of 6,000.
~hat price Evan Roberts now?

The Rev. F. B. Meyer says that a Christian’s duty is to
obey in the dark. Not his to make reply, not his to ques-
tion why, but his to do and, if need bo, die. God never
Rives his reasons, but requires obedience. That is pietism
enits maddest mood. It is essentially anti-moral teaching.
No wonder the majority of Christians are such muffs, and
& easily fall from graco. Heroes wero never nourisLed on
Burh thin and sickly pap.

The Jews must be a wonderfully forbearing and forgiving
*&e. a. writer in the Church Times charges them with
having been *“all along so wilfully and wickedly blind.”
home eighteen hundred years ago they are said to have
crucified the Lord of Glory “ as a deceiver, a magician, a
Malefactor, a false prophet,” and to have lain ever since
J*cder a curse. Heaven has been having its revenge upon
*hem. But now, at last, this retributive, avenging heaven is
~escribed as speaking to them in mercy, and offering them

m chance of attaining to greatness by embracing the Cross.
, °® curious, to bo sure, are the ways of Providence, and
°w utterly past finding out. Having cruelly punished these
People for doing what is claimed to have resulted in infinite

easing to the world, it is now represented as condescend-

8*7 saying to them, “ Confess that you are sorry, and your
~  shall bo blotted out.”

Canon Wilson, of Worcester, is as heterodox and incon-
t~ntial as ever. Preaching at Oxford the other day on
¢ e Cnchangeablo Christ, he devoted his discourse to a dis-
~ 810n of the innumerable changes which the Savior has
texerS°no during tho last eighteen hundred years. The
®ut sermon contradicted each other at every turn,
the ®anon ingenious. Christ himself remains forever
dn Satae > if is men’s views of him that so constantly
quit"e’ ®no WOUU like to know what Christ himself,
ga e aPart from men’s views of him, is like. Will the

be good enough to inform us ?

by”~o' ~ “'son makes great fun of the peoplo who are bound
Pot; ° ~cids of Scripture, and who say, “ If the words are
PerdlISP re<], w/at i®?” should never be tied down by

bia fhe Canon contends. But whence did he derive
how except primarily from tho New Testament, and

get at him there except by means of the words
8orel '

M tho werds of the Bible aro not true, then.
Vthere is no truth in the Book

dac™? late Honry Drummond gave his blessing to the

'PPJau? ~10Divi“e Immanence, saying, “ Tho idea of an
gtaufi Q°d, which is the God of Evolution, is infinitely
oi an  ‘han the occasional wonder-worker, who is the God
but th m eol°sy’ Tllat may bo true enou§hi in its way ;

they a Now Thoologians are not satisfied with one God ;
th°uge ~ t)I0 two>tho ono within and the ono without,
«B ‘key are not agreed as to how to relate them the
hat ‘e ether. If people must have a God at all, it is
°tdét. We" that they should have two, to koep each other i

T "
0j [fatnilton Fyfo, writing in tho Daily Mail on “ Tho
“ehey0 0 Earthquake,” says that “ All pious Messinians
timber nf°ri aro ut>der tho special care of tho Holy
*yfe statp C*°d.” What still—after tho earthquako? Mr.
v~bruonfli at in tlle cathedral of Messina is preserved a
tself ‘cttor (bogus, of course) from tho Virgin Mary
?e°Ple of mtaiBu8 to be tho perpetual protectress of tho
{"tectert fi 0S5llna on account of their great faith. Sho has

H Whou tho city is rebuilt,

SWSIteLTStJvIa@ her with a thanksgiving
The £ . -

ahi 'y atVi ”~ews fts “ own correspondent” very

tho M®first ? ,aeuiro °f the earthquako mischief in Italy,

be i'fPor ori] °r 8t°ry °f two refugeo monks of
~Nio. g 1lep of Capucius, who had come to grief at

° sPoko u,0® e8e monks, Father Francesco da Scaliti,
1h tears and sobs, had the usual idea of
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“ Providence.” “ We were all in our cells at morning
prayers,” he said, “ when we felt a very violent shock.
Immediately we rushed out into the courtyard, calling upon
God to save us. We saw the convent collapse, but the
Almighty preserved us. Was not that a miracle ?” The
pious monk did not ask himself why a “ miracle” was
worked for them and none for the thousands who perished
in the earthquake. The nuns and girl pupils of the
San Vincenzo di Paola Institution were less lucky. Many
of them were killed outright. Only thirty were left alive
out of seventy-five girls at the Orphanage in connection with
the Convent of the Visitazione. One would think that
“Providence” had a partiality for monks rather than nuns.
But the real truth, of course, is that Nature doesn’t trouble
about either. Monks and nuns both live as long as they can,
and when they can’t live any longer they die.

Here is a pretty story told by the Daily News corres-
pondent at the scene of the earthquake in his second
letter:—

“ At the entrance of one of the villages | passed through
which is totally wrecked, they had put up a temporary altar,
and had carried thither a wooden statue of the Madonna
taken from the ruins of their little church. Some peasants,
men and women, knelt around it in prayer.

When the priest saw mo he came forward and said, ‘ Are
you an envoy of the Government? Please wire to Rome
that all we want here is a church, a church I’

And the poor wretches had no bread, no shelter, no
clothes.”
The ruling passion strong in—misery.
Rev. R. J. Campbell took the opportunity, on Sunday

evening at the City Temple, to say a few words about the
earthquake. What he said appears to have been worthy of
his flabby philosophy. His manner of justifying the ways
of God to mon, if we aro to trust the press report, was
delightfully simplo. People were killed by the earthquake
in Italy, but they were also killed by physical disease in
London ; and more people died every day than were killed
in the earthquake, only we did not think of it. How
pretty ! But we wonder if Mr. Campbell would find any
consolation in this sort of theorising if he went home some
day and found his wife and daughter with their throats cut.
Would he listen patiently if we told him that other peoplo
had had their throats cut, and that two deaths were nothing,
after all, in tho multitude of deaths happening every twenty-
four hours ?

The British and Russian bluejackets worked like Trojans
at Messina to rescue the living and bury the dead. That is
a good deal better than blazing away at each other to please
fierce gentlemen who never go near the fight. It was sad in
one sense, and yet delightful in another sense, to read of
battleships being used as hospitals and refuges for the
wounded and shelterless. They will never be put to better
uses.

Ghosts meet with a bad reception at the mining village of
Kirkliston, near Linlithgow. Two runners training for a
Marathon race were mistaken by the villagers for ghosts,
and fiercely attacked, so that one of them had to be removed
iu a conveyance. J. C. couldn't have engineered a success-
ful resurrection at Kirkliston.

Noah Percy Collins, who was executed at Cardiff on
December 30, for the murder of Annie Dorothy Laurence—
having brutally stabbed lior eleven times for refusing to kiss
him—spent tho night before he had to meet the hangman in
tears and prayer. But shortly before seven o’clock the
Roman Catholic chaplain gave him the sacrament, and
from that moment he was calm and resignod. Such a
sedative is the holy wafer to a troubled conscience !

Rov. Duncan McNeil, a Christian missioner, pleaded guilty
at Halifax to obtaining money by false pretences. The
Bench gave him twelve months, and regretted that the
sentence could not bo made heavier.

This man appears to have spent twenty-two of his fifty-
four years in penal servitude or under police supervision.
Ho was working in Loods as a Christian Socialist. He
posed as a great friend of Christianity. Some time ago he
debated with Mr. Georgo Weir in Victoria-square on “ The
Resurrection.” Ho claimed to have debated with Mr. G. W.
Foote, but that was a bit of his invention.

Tho Evangelical Alliance has organised a week of prayer,
from January 3 to January 10, in a hundred countries. The
poor Deity is to bo systematically bombarded from all points
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of the compass. We offer him our severe condolence. But

why did he create so many blithering idiots ?

Amongst the persons to be specially prayed for during
this holy week are sovereigns and rulers, medical men,
judges, magistrates, legislators, journalists, soldiers, sailors,
and policemen. We don't see clergymen in the list. Are
they past praying for ?

The Evangelical Alliance has been having its “ week of
prayer ” in what is facetiously called *“ every civilised
country ” on earth. The London “ week ” has been held at
King's Hall, Holborn. Bombarding the Lord God Almighty
with special supplications began on Monday, January 4, and
was to wind up on Saturday, January 9. The first day’s
business was “ Thanksgiving and Humiliation.” We sup-
pose the “ Thanksgiving ” included fervent Hallelujahs for
the earthquake in Italy. The last day’s business, according
to program, is “ Home Missions and the Jews.” But we
guess it will cost as much as ever to convert a live Hebrew.
And as for the “ speedy return to Palestine,” one can only
say that the members of the Evangelical Alliance are incur-
ably optimistic.

The People's Journal must have a poor opinion of its
readers’ intellectuals. It prints a “ wonderful story ' of
how a Mrs. Aida de Nile went out of her mind—no, no, we
beg pardon, went out of her body—and careered about the
universe, seeing strange sights, and coming back home at
last, where she woke up again, and was so ill for many days
that she nearly died. There is a portrait of the lady in the
middle of the 'ewonderful story.” She has wild eyes and
wilder hair. We should say she is likely to have many such
experiences.

Judge Willis is of opinion that if “ the faith in Christ
which Milton advocated ” is extinguished in England “ her
doom is sealed, and she will be reckoned amongst those
peoples who, having attained to the utmost height of earthly
power and grandeur, have perished through forgetfulness of
God.” Judge Willis should recollect that “ prophecy is the
most gratuitous form of error.” Also that Jeremiahs are
nuisances. Judge Willis's business is the law, his hobby is
the gospel, and his chief luxury is croaking.

Rev. W. Cairns Duncan, minister of the Second Charge of
the Parish of Ayr, is suspended from the dutios of the
ministry while the charge against him of having immoral
relations with a young unmarried lady member is investi-
gated. The delicate investigation is being conducted
privately. We tremble for poor Duncan,

There is a new churoh mission held in connection with
St. Mary’s Parish Church, Acock's Green, Birmingham. It
was built by voluntary public subscriptions, and the Western
Bohemians’ Musical Society thought they would be able to
get the use of it free for a concert in aid of a dinner for 200
poor children on January 4. But they reckoned without the
vicar, the Rev. L. T. Dodd, who demanded the usual two
guineas; so the concert took place at Acock’s Green Insti-
tute, which was granted free. We congratulate vicar on his
business spirit.

There is an old saying that men die from the fear of death.
They fly from death into the arms of death. This was truo
in the case of William Gardner, a master plumbor, of Liver-
pool, who committed suicide in order to escape an operation
for cancer. Ho was seventy-five years of ago, and he feared
the consequences of an ana)3thetic, so he asphyxiated him-
Belf by turning on the gas in his bedroom. It would bo
interesting to know what he thought of his chances in “ the
hereafter.” Or did ho think of them at all ?

George Muller, of the famous Orphanage, loft everything
to the Lord. He never advertised, but that was the best
gamo of all, for ho was advertised all ovor the kingdom as
the man who never advertised. Everybody know of him for
nothing. We see that the same policy is being pursued by
another Christian philanthropist at Birmingham. Mr.
W. H. Dunkley has an agency of his own, which he calls
“ God’'s Army,” and his chief occupation seems to be giving
poor men dinners. This costs money, but Mr. Dunkley
says : “ | have not asked anyone for a penny, and | shall not
do so, but | believe the rnonoy will bo forthcoming.” Very
likely it will, if other newspapers report his reticenco aH tbo
Daily News did on Monday. An editorial advertisement is
better than one in the business columns.

lie had some virtues;
At

Father John of Cronstadt is dead.
he spent little on himself, and ho was good to the poor.
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least, that is what his friends say. According to his enemies,
he was a greedy profligate. What is certain is that he was
a bigot and, as far as possible, a persecutor. He did not
want any other liberty in Russia than the liberty to obey
the Church and the Tzar. The pious mob believed that he
could work miracles, and he does not seem to have quite
denied the soft impeachment. It would be impossible to
improve his denunciation of Tolstoy. He was a fine hand
at an anathema.

The Primitive Methodist chapel in Robert-street, Plum-
stead, has been burnt down. *“ Providence ” does not take
care of its own buildings.

How these Christians love one auother | A reader of the
Church Times sends a complimentary postcard to “ Viator ”
who signs a weekly column, and has written something dis-
respectful of John Milton. The author of the postcard
epistle says : “ | should like to spit on you, but it would be
a waste of good spittle.” Elegance and piety in a single
sentence.

Harry Boulter (in the
last prisoner for blas-
We

Mr. Ernest Pack describes Mr.
Truthseeher, New York) as “ the
phemy.” We did not know he was imprisoned.
thought he declined the honor.

The Bishop of Mileto, speaking at the scene of the great
earthquake, said: 1LThe land has been scourged by God.”
The Express correspondent says that this remark 1lis indeed
appropriate.” It is. But we are astonished to see the
Express publishing the fact. Truth seems to be like
murder; it will out—at least, occasionally.

We don’'t know the religious views of Miss Evie Green and
the other actresses who went to the Salvation Army social
quarters at Millbank after theatre-time on the last night in
1908 and gave the destitute folk there a good supper. Such
an act is kind, but it is no more; and if the ladies think
differently, it would be wise to tell them that they are only
playing with the social problem—as the Salvation Army
itself is doing, for that matter. And why did Miss Evie
Greene loosen her tongue on another subject ? According
to the Westminster Gazette report, she said : I should like
every hard-working woman who pays rates and taxes to have
a vote, as apart from the silly little woman who has no min“
beyond her house and her children.” Now we don’t inteu”
to meddle with the question of woman suffrage, but wro
Beriously remind this bright young lady that a quick tong“0
is not necessarily a sign of wisdom, and wo beg to ask her
whether to pay rates and taxes is a woman’s highest ideal in
life, or whether a hard-working womau who keeps (say) “
lodging-house is, as a matter of course, a superior being to
hard-working woman who keeps a good home for her bus
band, probably makes a short income go a long way, “n
brings up half-a-dozen children to boot ? It takes more
than silliness to do that decently. Indeed, if the truth mu t
be told—and it seems called for—these hard-working “ 8lly,g
mothers of the race are the real Lsaviors of society.’
put it plainly, they keep the world from rotting. An*
venture to think that Miss Evie Green must havo “ ~
singularly unfortunate in hor own mother if she does
agreo with us in her heart, whatever she may say m
greenroom or on the platform—or oven at Salvation A 3
suppers.

., Yjill of

An anonymous correspondent has sent us an oiu « .
lading, dated September 2, 1820, relating to tho good 8 ,
Emma bound from the River Thames to Calcutta”™”g,
carrying, amongst other things, two tons six cwt. of Pal  Of
colors. This consignment was “ shipped by the bra ont
God,” the captain was “ under God,” and the <0Cj)jp to
ended with the prayer, “ And so God send tho good ~re
her desired port in safety.” All theso pious expre8io™ ~
in addition to tho stipulation as to “ tho Act of Goa, ”jng
is still included in bills of lading; tho said Act of Go” joB]
in reference to damage dono to tho cargo, or oven *L
by storm and shipwreck, which are considorod to &
liblo signs of infinite benevolence.

vod

Reports are spread abroad of the Pope's liavin,, who

visits from the Virgin Mary. There have been P'y~gins."

woro visited by “ Maries,” but they were not  ~j9oW'-

Pope Sarto (Father Taylor) is striking out a lino o

. i iworsolb

Rov. A. C. Dixon, the oxposed slandoror oi nd ho JSN¢

now pastor of Moody’s Church, at Chicago—al go
going to let it bo ouipty. He’'s gg'mg to fill itg ens“8

thinks tho people will enjoy a laugh, so ho
raconteurs for every Sunday,"to tell fanny Bto?10S0Uid do k*s
tho congregation into a good temper. Ingorsoll ¢

own humor. Dixon has to import it.
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Mr. Foote’'s Engagements.

January 17, Shoreditch Town Hall; 31, Manchester.
February 21, Glasgow ; 28, Birmingham.

To Gorrespondents.

G. Cohen's Lecture Engagements.—241 High-road, Leyton.—
January 10, Shoreditch Town Hall; 17, Belfast; 24, Forest
Gate. February 14, Glasgow.

J- T. Lioyd's Lecture E ngagements.—January 10, Failsworth;
17, Greenwich; 24, Shoreditch Town Hall; 31, Birmingham
Town Hall. February 7, Aberdare; 14, West Ham; 28,
Glasgow.

J. Henderson.—See “ Acid Drops.” Thanks.

J* R. C.—Your verse has merit, but your conception is better
than your execution. You will doubtless do better with in-
creased practice.

G W. W.—Shall be sent as desired. Pleased to have your
appreciation of our “ perseverance under such difficulties ” in
carrying out this journal. Thanks for cutting. See * Acid
Drops.’

D Ehrmann.—See paragraph. Thanks.

" mWard.—Always glad to receive cuttings providing material for
av" Acid Drop.”

*Hurcum Bays: " 1 send every good wish for yourself, for all
advocates and workers for mental freedom who battle undci
your lead, and for the success of the cause itself.”

mH. Howard Nash.—We inserted your letter, and we have
Published the reply of the writer of the article. That ends the

q atter, according to journalistic etiquette.

id SMVDNIS8—Why do you expect such heroic action from a

j  ere'y commercial press?

* 'Rough.—Your comment is correct enough, hut you must not
xPect to find the characteristics of a thinker in Mr. Campbell,
he has brains enough to see through the cruder follies

the Christjan faith—after they have become a by-word with
wish'8*8 thouglitful people. Thanks for new year's good

<H- Driggs.—We have favored the reverend gentleman with a
e e” casm> which is all he deserves, for he is really not big
r,, 1I8h *or a set denunciation. Pleased to hear from you as a
eu* reader, and a convert from the Church of England.

ounron thinks that all the readers of the Freethinker should
sen*"*" a’vnS hy taking tiro copies weekly, instead of one, and
aim Itf® the spare one to a friend or leaving it where it would
to »° icertainly be read by someone, who would probably want

H -u a8ain-

think ™ ATTHI"'S—Glad to hear you have taken two Free-
Oarno™fwee.h'y f°r the last twelve months. Thanks for fresh
come810r B* consecutive copies. We note your intention to
tion k® Dondon for the Annual Dinner, and your convic-
rewarded”er " 8a'nt8 " wh° made the effort would bo “ amply

J C C*> K~"Gleased to have your encouraging letter.
GBm <Foote will write you in a few days,

also WHt~Findly state what the halls are and the rent ;

businno  #tlle f°caf Freethinkers could do with regard to the
Qri  3arrangements of meetings.

7Bl ®ee Paragraph. Thanks.

Farrinns™¥ Society, Limited, office is at 2 Newcastle-strect,
nF* ( a d/\4 8treet’ E C - f ’ N |

arrino iety's offioe is at ewcastle-street,
~ar rngdon%B%reecel{,'aé.é.OC'ety s

to2NnroLtile Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed
~cture No 8t °'8troet* Farringdon-stroet, E.O.

‘treet, E°C 11181 rea°h 2 Newecastle-stroet, Farringdon-
jnserted. ' '’ by firat P08* Tuesday, or they will not be

larkinc~t)1 86nd LB neWBpapers would enhanoe the favor by
~N erb f v ha88aSeato which they wish us to call attention.

~onoer’ipr*teracOre Bh°nld be sent to the Manager of the
p~d not to the8Editor°W0a8Ue'8lireet’ FarrinBdon-Breet, E.C.,

T c by stamps are specially requested

?Jce” post tireaV~ ~  forwarded direct from the publishing
Ift. 6d!; half veas the following rates, prepaidOne year,
S » y ar’ @8' 3D = three months, 2s. 8d.

N 6 . N 4 ‘ -
2 G40 SR FRrAs By B e S . URY idE
N s iorrepetittan 7' £1 25’ 6d' | «wlams. £2 5s. Special

been' *onS ~°er whicli we publish this week
kuQ tout to the editor of a religious journal
ig ~ ' scientist, is perfectly bond fide. Tho wi
réa Ovn to almost everybody. It is not prii

(Htet forth at the end of his communication
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The President’s Honorarium Fund.

To the Freethinkers of Great Britain.

Ladies and Gentlemen,—

January, 1, 1009.

We the undersigned appealed to yon at
the beginning of 1908 in behalf of the President
of the National Secular Sooiety,—who is also Chair-
man of the Secular Society, Limited, and editor of
the Freethinker. We proposed that an Honorarium
Fund should be subscribed to by Freethinkers in
all parts of the country, and even in other countries
where he has friends and readers. We suggested
that £800 might be raised for him in this way
during the year. It was thought by some good
supporters that this figure would never be reached,
hut we are happy to state that £288 12s. 8d. was
received and acknowledged by December 31. This
is very little short of the contemplated amount, and
we venture to think that it may be exceeded in 1909.

Mr. G. W. Foote is well-known as the leader of
militant Freethought in Great Britain. His time,
energy, and abilities are devoted to the cause, but
his income is very precarious. He receives no salary,
and makes no charge for expenses, as President of
the National Secular Society; for several years he
has received no salary as Editor of the Freethinker ;
and he has recently taken over the paper and its
adjuncts from the Freethought Publishing Company,
which had come to the end of its resources. In
doing this, he saddled himself with the Company’s
trade liabilities, which he has discharged, and with
the responsibility for the future maintenance of
the Freethinker. It will thus be seen that his neces-
sities have increased instead of diminishing. We
ask you, therefore, to subscribe more rather than
less liberally to the Honorarium Fund during the
new year.

There is no need to print a list of the subscriptions
received during 1908, as they have all been publicly
acknowledged in his paper and the cost of printing
would only be a deduction from the fund.

Subscriptions for 1909 can be forwarded to either
of the undersigned. Those who prefer to do so
can send, as before, direct to Mr. Foote himself, at
2 Newcastle-streot, Farringdon-street, London, E.C.

Every subscription will be publicly acknowledged
in the Freethinker. Subscribers who do not wish
their names to appear should state the form of
acknowledgment they prefer.

We conclude with the hope that there will be
a prompt and gonerous response to this appeal.
Mr. Foote’'s birthday is on January 11, and we
should like a considerable proportion of the Honor-
arium Fund to be contributed by then.

Yours faithfully,

J. W. DE CAUX, J.P,,

92 St. Peter’s-road, Gt. Yarmouth.
R. T. NICHOLS,

28 Park-road, llford.
A. J. FINCKEN,

66 Mount-Grove-road, Highbury,

London, N.

Sugar Plums.

In spito of the wrotcliod weather there was a capital
audience at tho Shoreditch Town Hall on Sunday evening,
when Mr. Foote inaugurated the new course of Freethought
lectures there, under the auspices of the Secular Society,
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Not only -was the audience large, it was also
and the lecture was thoroughly appreciated
and warmly cheered from beginning to end. Mr. F. A
Davies made an excellent chairman, as usual. The only
drawback was that Mr. Foote had, for once in a way, to
hurry off to catch his last train home, not being able to
stay in London for the night, as he generally does when he
lectures there on a Sunday evening. Question time had
therefore to be very brief, but the meeting cheered good-
humoredly when the lecturer announced that he would give
them all the extra time they wanted after his second lecture
on January 17.

Limited.
enthusiastic,

Mr. Cohen delivers to-night's (Jan. 10) lecture at the
Shoreditch Town Hall. His subject is attractive, and the
local “ saints ” ought to be able to get him a fine audience,
if they only do a little extra work in the shape of advertising.

Mr. Lloyd lectures for the Failsworth Sunday School this
evening (Jan. 10). Local “ saints ” will please note.

This is the last announcement we can make of the
London Freethinkers’ Annual Dinner, under the auspices
of the N. S. S. Executive, at the Holborn Restaurant on
Tuesday evening, January 12. The metropolitan “ saints”
should make a big rally on this occasion, which helps to set
the tone for the whole year's work. Those who stay away
will miss a grand evening. Provincial “ saints” should
note this too. Some of them may be able to time intended
visits to London so as to be present at the Dinner. We beg
to assure them that they will have a hearty welcome. Mr.
Foote takes the chair, and will be supported, as the saying
is, by Messrs. Cohen, Lloyd, Davies, Roger, Heaford, Moss,
and other well-known Freethinkers. There is sure to be a
good dinner, followed by good vocal and instrumental music,
and a few good speeches to pertinent toasts. And the whole
evening—dinner, music, speeches, and all—is to be covered
by one ticket at four shillings, which is the exact price of
the Dinner itself. This ought to secure a positive crush in
the great Venetian Chamber.

By a peculiar oversight the hour of the Annual Dinner
has been overlooked. It is 7.30 sharp.

In the rout of the Labor candidates at Leeds in the
November elections, it is worthy of noto that the only vic-
torious one was Councillor Bradley, who is a Secularist of
many years’ standing, and has fought gallantly for tho right
of the Secularists to sell the Freethinker in the parks. He
haB also led the way on the question of Secular Education.
This should be a lesson to some of the more timid Labor
men who are afraid to avow thoir Freethought.

By the way, in spite of the prohibition, the Leeds “ saints ”
have sold the Freethinker and other Secular literature on
Woodhouse Moor every Sunday that Mr. Wishart lectured,
and the authorities had not tho courage to prosecute.

Old Age Pensions came in with the new year. All sorts
of people are being congratulated on the success of this
cause. Names of its pioneers are being printed for honor
in the newspapers. Nobody mentions Thomas Paine, tho
first pioneer who had the heart and head to conceive this
plan of social justice more than a hundred years ago. He
worked it out in his Rights of Man. For that book ho never
received a halfpenny, in spite of its immense circulation.
He had it sold at a price (6d.) to cover the cost of produc-
tion. All he got from the work was a prosecution for
sedition felony, and he would certainly liavo been hung if
he had not left England in order to take his place in the
French National Assembly. Paine was of those who fight
in the front for Humanity. Smaller men bring up the rear.

The following subscriptions to the President's Honorarium
Fund for 1909 have been received already ; that is to say,
by the day of our going to press—Tuesday, January 5:—
Major John C. Harris, R.E., £10; A. J. Fincken, £5; H. C,
10s.; A. Hurcum, £1 1Is.; H. W. Matthews, 10s.; Stephen
Edmonds, 5s.

All this talk about positive and negativo work is cant.
To call the destroyer of superstition a negationist is as
senseless as to call a doctor a negationist. Both strive to
expel disease ; both, therefore, are working for health, and
more positive work is inconceivable.
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The Lesson of the Earthquake.

Journalists have a trick of blowing hot and cold
at will; but they seldom exhibit this talent to such
advantage as they did in commenting on the awful
earthquake in Sicily. On Christmas morning prac-
tically every paper published a column of sentiment,
flavored with as much Christianity as the editor
thought his readers expected. A few days later the
appalling catastrophe at Messina required comment.
Faced with grim facts, the journalists at once forgot
their piety, and the men who had been writing of
the Divine Fatherhood and of the manifold blessings
of Christianity suddenly became as irreligious as the
most militant Freethinkers. The crib of Bethlehem
no longer had any existence to them, and the empty
platitudes of the Lord’'s Prayer had become of less
importance than the snows of yesteryear. Instead,
the leading articles were filled with references to
the blind forces of nature and the riddle of the
universe. Nor, in the circumstance, was this very
surprising. Such awful facts as the Messina earth-
guake must make thoughtful men pause in reoiting
the Christian bhibboleths. Few, we imagine, felt
inclined to refer to a Heavenly Father at the moment
when the conception implied that he was devouring
his own children by tens of thousands. Their hands
would be less inclined than usual to go up to “ that
inverted bowl we call the sky.” Gentle Jesus had
turned traitor—turned out to be only the murderous
Moloch of the ancient Jews, who destroyed men,
women, and children at pleasure.

Such horrors as this earthquake are hard to
reconcile with any consolatory scheme of religion-
The imposing optimism of the Christian supersti-
tion is destroyed at a blow, and crumbles as the dust
now crumbles on the face of the disturbed Sicilian
earth. Nonsense, indeed, must pious consolations
seem at such a time as this, and more nonsensioal
than anything the lying assurances concerning an
alleged Heavenly Father and his tender care for bis
little ones. Such fictions are only plausible in sweet
summer months, when, before the pleased gaze of
well-fed clerics on their long vacations, Etna stands
up with her crown of snow against the magnificent
background of infinite blue.

And, mark you, who hears the pathetio ory
humanity in anguish? Is it the thorn-crowned
Jesus with his thousands of angels, or the Divine
Mother with cohorts of cherubim, who oomes to
succor the miserable survivors ? Not at all. Man-
kind is left to its own resources, and it is to the
ready sympathy of other men and women that the
unhappy victims of the earthquake have to turn m
tho bitterest hour of sorrow and disaster.

Such a spectaole brings homo to everyone the
growth and change of ideas. Knowledge has
widened in ways never dreamed of in the philosophy
of tho Christian religion. New tones have grown
into human sentiment. All tho lights and shadows
of life have shifted, and its whole surface has been
dyed in different colors. Naturally, we are jar
beyond the reach of the outworn ideals. They voice
different views which men have outgrown. They
can make no direct response to them. At their note
their minds and feelings rouse to no movemon
except amazement. They come like a “ horn of ell-
land faintly blowing,” and men realise that they were
meant for other ears than ours, and are but an ecu
from the far-off days of ignoranoe and bigotry. M

Tile Scientist’s Answer.

scientific men sorin.A*'"2-118 weely asked one_of our leadin
&sfollows.J questions, and fche scientiilo man replie

ESAg{eeSni Bres\s(gldq(/u\ﬁ_g 1/?7- to hand _ Byei7one vvﬂ"
IOWS enoul’b tn wit.~a thimbleful ofbraiaa and whe

etat tho prn. 3¢ drrade 21055 SMPe 9\
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universe have been in existence for countless millions
years, that mankind, like all other animals, was
developed into its present condition by extremely
8W stages extending over millions of years. We
ad know that the story of the garden of Eden, the
faUof man on account of a woman eating an apple, is
apure and unadulterated myth—there was no fall of
““An. Man’s progress since the beginning of the
world has always been upward and onward except
‘or a relatively short time in one little corner of
:“e earth—I1 refer to the Dark Ages when Roman
'~atholicy, or Christianity, as you might call it,had a
6rp on the throat of Europe, and the wisest, best
And bravest of mankind were ignominously burnt at
tno stake. Jehovah, the tribal deity of the Jews, who
Wes so extremely jealous of other gods, seems to be
00 ancient God that has been taken over by the
Loristians.
.In regard to Jesus of Nazareth. A lady mis-
8onary from China told me that the Chinese were
In a deplorable condition; she said they had no
eunite knowledge of God. She was not sure, how-
®&Or>what particular God she referred to, and so |
s*ed her if she did know of anyone who did have
definite knowledge. In reading any of the old
,e''gious books, historical or otherwise, the well-
“formed man is able to judge of their truth by the
Q““ner of the telling; that is, if he finds accounts in
in? viro® 3 that are absolutely contrary to reason and
~Possible in the very nature of things, he knows
if Nat Nat work i3 not true, and
8happens to be mixed up very closely with what
thi t true, he is very apt to throw the whole
On'nff away. It is quite true that say about
he6 $Uaider °f mankind at the present moment have
Pe K name of Jesus of Nazareth, and of these
8 aP8 a quarter are believers in his divinity, or
iQy °ne-sixteenth part of mankind. But religion is
jjiaa Constant state of transition. Every religion has
a oundary beyond which it cannot go, not only
3 ®G8raphical boundary but a chronological boun-
aw™ "~ere ‘Qno country in the world that has
prQaya had the same religion. The religion that
6iiaa B in England at the present day has only
At a reiatively short time, and it shows signs,
tfiQ 10 present moment, of rapid decay. Ten
geoj sand years is a very short time considered in
terms, but a very long time considered in
the™1008 tcrnas, because there is not a trace to-day of
reU, 'Sions of ten thousand years ago, and the
ewnus to"day will have all perished and be
year8a»y forgotten in much less than ten thousand
Alii
a‘ciG f Ugi ~have been a fairly thorough student of
havo?“ history and of the religions of the East |
Je1 been quite unable to find any trace regarding
hig@ °f Nazareth, he is not even mentioned in
f°0 ry. with one single exception however, and that is
t°-di dosephus, which is known and acknowledged
Gath i- 0 kO an interpolation written in by a Roman
a‘dat'f taonh- The Romans had historians, artists
have i. B3nen at the time that Christ is supposed to
J\s / Ved ! their records were fairly well kept. The
of yo ave records which extend back for thousands
Any J'8*8f'U neither the Romans or the Jews make
titn0) jfe?~ 011 of Jesus of Nazareth, and since his
of thO 110 ever had a time, nearly every square foot
jeunfcry where Christianity was first intro-
~ohatj, 0a? thrown it overboard and embraced
A r'stia u an’8m’ Mohammedans extirpated
Worli in ~ “yom three-quarters of the Christian
histOri a few years. Professor Draper, the
~tkind } .U8 ~at nine thousand millions of
Of MJ ave ™ved and died Mohammedans.
a‘'othQrar8G>f am aware of the fact that there is
bgljGuet Blde A g story. Many people pretend to
Ocofi *ila™ Jesus of Nazareth was the litoral son
file aa ‘8the son of the Jewish Johovah, and

“fbeinn 88 FAn jAte thE WOFM fer e pompdsd
& welff Qrigified in order i atone for the heinaus
Bin 6ars befOro “aving eaten an apple thousands

"a“ditann ae was |be atonement for this great
PPears that many believe that ho went
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about the country sometimes on relatively friendly
terms with the Devil and spent the greater part of
his time casting out devils. Now as it is known
that the apple story was a myth and that there was
no fall of man, no atonement was necessary, and, if
we know anything at the present time, we know that
there is not, and never has been, a demon, a goblin or
a devil in the world. Therefore, as there was no
fall of man and no devils to cast out, and as | know
nothing of Jesus myself, and have never met anyone
who had any definite or reliable information on the
subject, it is quite impossible for me to afford you
any comfort in this direction.

Your next question in regard to the New Testament,
how does it impress me? The New Testament
appears to me to be a compilation of numerous old
essays written by ignorant men in an ignorant age.
The doctrine of a personal devil, a literal hell, burn-
ing with fire and brimstone, and everlasting torments
to all mankind who do not halieve what they regard
as childish and silly absurdities, is a doctrine which
ought to be repugnant to every civilised man.

“What is His influence upon humanity ?” Simply
nothing. But those who pretend to be his followers,
whether he ever lived or not, have certainly had a
great influence upon that part of the world called
Europe, but very little in Asia or Africa. His
followers brought on the Dark Ages, threw Europe
back into barbarism and debased Europeans for more
than athousand years. They not only fought against
Mohammedans, but much more among themselves,
and it is estimated that fully one hundred millions
of mankind lost their lives in religious strife between
different kinds of Christians. And later on, two of
the principal branches, the Roman Catholics and the
Protestants, vied with each other in searching out
and murdering old women for the impossible crime
of witchcraft, because the Pope instructed his
priests to use more vigilance in searching out and
destroying witches, especially those that caused the
bad weather, while the Protestants, not to bo out-
done by the Catholics, and finding these words in
their infallible Bible:—" thou shalt not suffer a
witch to live,” joined in the pursuit, and between the
two churches, fully a hundred thousand innocent old
women were ignominously burnt at the stake, some
of them for causing storms at sea by stirring up soap
suds with their stockings. And then we have the
work of that excellent saint Torquemadain Spain and
Portugal. And this is all supposed to be in the
service of the gentle Jesus of Nazareth—the Church
of Christ, a religion which history shows to be at
least a thousand times as wicked as any other
religion with which tho world has been afflicted.

This letter, however, is not for publication, because
if you published it the bigoted fanatics who can
believe anything except the truth, would not be
satisfied until they had done me some great injury.
They would burn me at the stake if they had the
power. But, if you wish to say anything in regard
to my opinions, you will find it enclosed, short and
sweet, on another sheet of paper. It only requires a
moment’s serious thought to make any thinking man
believe exactly as | do myself.

Sincerely yours,--—--—--

Darwin on the Soul,

Dr. TYLOR is not a biologist, but he is one of the
greatest evolutionists of our age. His work on
Primitive Culture is a monument of genius and re-
search. Employing the Darwinian method, he has
traced tho origin and development of the belief in
the existence of soul or spirit, from the mistaken
interpretation of the phenomena of dreams among
savages, who afford us the nearest analogue of pri-
mitive man, up to the most elaborate cultus of
Brahmanism, Buddhism, or Christianity. And as
Animism is tho basis of all religion, two conclusions
are forced upon us; first, that the supernatural in
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being traced back to its primal germ of error, is not
only explained but exploded; and, second, that reli-
gion is a direct legacy from our savage progenitors.
Religious progress consists in mitigating the intel-
lectual and moral crudities of primitive Animism ;
and religion itself, therefore, is like a soap-bubble,
ever becoming more and more attenuated, until at
length it disappears.

Darwin had written the Descent of Man before
reading the great work of Dr. Tylor, and his letter
to the author of the real Natural History of Religion
is worth extracting. It is dated September 24, 1871.

“1 hope you will allow me to have the pleasure of
telling you how groatly I have been interested by your
Primitive Culture now that | have finished it. It seems
to me a most profound work, which will bo certain to
have permanent value, and to be referred to for years
to come. It is wonderful how you trace Animism from
the lower races up to the religious belief of the highest
races. It will make me for the future look at religion—
a belief in the soul, etc.—from a new point of view.”

“ A new point of view ” is a pregnant phrase in
regard to a subject of such importance. What can
it mean, except that Darwin saw at last that religion
began with the belief in soul, and that the belief in
soul originated in the blunder of primitive men as
to the “ duality ” of their nature ?

Darwin has a very interesting footnote on this
subject in his Descent of Man. After referring to
Tylor and Lubbock, he continues

“ Mr. Herbert Spencer accounts for the earliest forms
of religious belief throughout the world by man being
led through dreams, shadows, and other causes, to look
at himself as a double essence, corporeal and spiritual.
As the spiritual being is supposed to exist after death,
and to be powerful, it is propitiated by various gifts and
ceremonies, and its aid invoked. He then further bhows
that names or nicknames given from some animal or
oth<r object, to the early progenitors or founders of a
tribe, are supposed after a long interval to represent the
real progenitor of the tribe ; and such animal or object
is then naturally believed Btill to exist as a spirit, is
held sacred, and worshiped as a god. Nevertheless I
cannot but suspect there is a still earlier and ruder
stage, when anything which manifests power or move-
ment is thought to bo endowed with some form of life,
and with mental faculties analogous to our own.”

This is tracing religion to the primitive source
assigned to it by David Hume—*“ the universal ten-
dency among mankind to conceive all beings like
themselves, and to transfer to every object those
qualities with which they are familiarly acquainted,
and of which they are intimately conscious.” In
other words, Darwin begins a stage lower than
Animism, in the confusion of subjective and objec-
tive such as we see in a very young child ; although,
of course, the worship of gods could not have
obtained in that stage, since man is incapable of
ascribing to nature any qualities but those he is con-
scious of possessing, and it is therefore impossible
for him to people the external world with spirits
until he has formed the notion of a spirit within
himself.

Darwin was not attracted by that experiential
Animism which has such a fascination for Dr.
Wallace. In 1870 he attended a séance at the house
of his brother Erasmus in Chelsea, under the
auspices of a well-known medium. His account of
the performance is not very ilattering to Spiritualism.

“ We bad great fun one aftornoon ; for George hired
a medium, who made the chairs, a llute, a bell, and
candlestick, and fiery points jump about in my brother’s
dining-room, in a manner thut astounded every ono, and
took away all their breaths. It was in the dark, but
George and Hensley Wedgwood held the medium's
hands and feet on both sides all the time. | found it
so hot and tiring that I wont away before all these
astounding miracles, or jugglery took place. How the
man could possibly do what was done passes my under-
standing.”

The more Darwin thought over what he saw the
more convinced he was that it was “ all imposture.”
“ The Lord have mercy on us all,” he exclaimed, “ if
we have to believe in such rubbish.”
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Darwin has not left us any emphatic utterance as
to his own belief about soul. “ What Darwin
thought,” says Mr. Grant Allen, “ I only suspect;
but if we make the plain and obvious inference from
all the facts and tendencies of his theories we shall
be constrained to admit that modern biology lends
little sanction to the popular notion of a life after
death.”

Writing briefly to an importunate German student,
in 1879, he said “ As for a future life, every man
must judge for himself between conflicting vague
probabilities.” This reminds one of Hamlet's
“ Bhadow of a shade.” First, you have no certainty,
nor even a probability, but several probabilities;
these are vague to begin with, and alas ! they conflict
with each other. Surely such language could only
come from a practical unbeliever.

Like other men who were nursed in the delusion of
personal immortality, Darwin had his occasional fit8
of dissatisfaction with the inevitable—witness the
following passage from his Autobiography.

“ With respect to immortality, nothing shows me s0
clearly how strong and almost instinctive a belief itl9
as the consideration of the view now held by most pby-
Bicists, namely, that the sun with all the planets will ul
time grow too cold for life, unless indeed some grp*
body dashes into the sun and thus gives it fresh lifQ
Believing as | do that man in the distant future will bs
a far more perfect creature than he now is, it is *n
intolerable thought that he and all other sentient being*
are doomed to complete annihilation after such long"
continued slow progress. To those who fully admit tt*
immortality of the human soul, the destruction of oui
world will not appear so dreadful.”

Had Darwin been challenged on this passage» ©
think be would have admitted its ineptitude, for b
was modest enough for anything. The thought tbft
every man must die is no more intolerable than th
thought that any man must die, nor is the though™
that there will be a universe without the human ra°
any more intolerable than the thought that there «’
a universe without the human race. On the otbfil
band, Darwin did not allow for the fact that i
tality is not synonymous with everlasting febc*
According to most theologies, indeed, the lot of ®.
majority in the next life is not one of happiness, b
one of misery ; and, on any rational estimate, ®
annihilation of all is better than the bliss of the »
and the torture of the many. Nor is it true t
everyone would cheerfully accept the gift of inlD? ¢
tality, even without the prospect of future sufferl
Every Buddhist—that is, four hundred milli°®8* 0
the human race—Ilooks forward to “ Nirvana,
extinction of the individual life, which is ® 0
released from the evil of existence. Even a “whi«
philosopher, like John Stuart Mill, understood__
yearning as appears from the following passage =

“ It appears to me not ouly possible but of
that in a higher, and, above all, a happier coudit
human lifo, not annihilation but immortality 1 ' g\

the burdensome idea; and that human nature, 0
pleased with the present, and by no means impa
quit it, would find comfort and not sadness C,

thought that it is not chained to a conscious eXIfl *
which it cannot be insured that it will always '
preserve. i
Mr. Winwood Reade, on the other hand, indu 8
the rapturous prophecy that man will some da)
perfect, migrate into space, master nature,
immortality. It is all a matter of taste an
perament. Both wailings and rojoicings are
the scope of philosophy, and belong to the Pro
of light literature. N jro0T®

. itje

The Baptist Times says: " It cannot bo said tha : are
is radiant with hope,” “ many of our houses of Vta; je8jS
not more than half filled,” and “ the churches °rOgpec”™
Christ are not an army marching to victory.” P
are gloomy and depressing in the extreme. All t ~jle »
tears of chagrin into tho eyes of our contemporary, ~oo
regard it as ono of the healthiest and most hopofu
tho times.

o
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The Grave of a Chinese Philosopher.

By Dk. P. Carus.

~»regret to say that The East of Asia magazine, published
*a “hanghai by the North China Herald Office, has been dis-
continued. We followed its publication with interest although
contained few articles that were exactly in our line. Tho
belated number (it bears the date of December, 190G, but

‘d not appear until October, 1907) contains an article on tho
of the philosopher, Chou Fu Tsz, who was one of the

08t prominent thinkers of China. | have mentioned his
cae and explained his system in the pamphlet, Chinese
&utb°~hy 27-30), and we are now glad to have an
nentic report on the several memorials of him, written

y Dr. c. F. Ivupfer, who has visited the grave himself.
g ®O0Inietn°rials, which are still preserved at the philo-
pla 6rS7otQk' are the only ones now known to exist. The
~ ,0 18 situated where the Yang tze Kiang mingles its
a @8 with those of Lake Poa-Yaug-Hu, and lies at the
Of leru boundary of the province Kiang-Si, a little east
~N ¢ U 6th degree longitude, and at about 2 9 degrees in

Pas"6 f)roPose t° extract from Dr. Kupfer's article a few
8a8ea- He says :—

?.~teen h, or about five English miles, south-east of
'ukiang, near the foot of the Lii Mountains and on the
outh-western slope of the Oak Tree Hill, is the grave of

gi® c®lebrated Chou Fu Tsz, called in Chinese Sien Chi Mu,
DI*n u being the name of his birthplace. To foreigners this
hut°t HaS ~ecorne a beautiful spot for an afternoon excursion,

j.®° *bt more devout Chinese it is a sacred sanctuary,

jjj beauty of scenery and balmy air can add anything to
i * Peaceful repose of departed spirits when they see their
Ch°rp Q0*' 8Urrounded by such lavish gifts of nature, then
cho UFU T8 can certain'y have nothing to regret for having
oestfn ‘oca™on- Sheltered from the northern winds,
hue t *h a ***** amphitheatre-like valley, surrounded by
feet trifes many centuries growth, with the five thousand
1j0. m nta'u peaks looming up into the clouds, and the
*hart* j °wer Peak near by, what more could immortal
tacte’af e8'r* Beautiful as it is by nature, the tosthetio
banm °*Aman bas added much to its artistic, picturesque
1

tb, g°u Tsz was a native of Hunan, born at Sienchi in
knOwnn®dynasty in the year 1017 ad. He was commonly
Rentl n 83 ~“bou Tsz and spoken of as Sien Chi Sienseng, the
, eman from Kienohi. = Wbfir) lio won M. a nliilrl lvia fafitr*

br 8n” b'» mother was so poor that she brought him to her

'iu lers’ whose family name was Chen, He was surnamed
biotl? RB belonged to the Chen family. When his
Rra her *be was buried by the side of her brothers’

bv V\u  Forty-four years lator these graves were destroyed

totv m°~’ and Chou Fu Tsz removed his mother’s remains

and PlIr Pre,en* resting-place. Two years after this he died,
Wes buried on tho left side of his mother’s grave.”

burie®J Fu *sz was married twice, and his two wives are
.ctipt C the right-band side of his mother’'s grave. In-
*her6 ?,s Indicate the places of the four persons buried

ono in tho middlo being that of his
*Teh aft wbom the sage, in true Chinese fashion, wantod
a>is uangi . a™b hold the place of honor. She received,
" Ber ft. In China, tho posthumous title of Taiehiin—i.e.,

The” @at Higbness.”

Joostly Ve °* Chou Fu Tsz has been repeatedly restored,
-is of PRBE8BON8 of distinction, among them several pre-
'~miriortaii U and they have taken tho opportunity to

J etentpi® 'beir sentiments in inscriptions duly gugup iu
" OfF P ,  0{ special interest, however, is tho por-
au*bentic * -Fa Tsz' which, for all we know, may bo
Second < is bong near the tablet over the grave, and
bo-altornanother picture, which represents tho

pb ~boii a lve bridge,” over which all souls havo to pass
be'-a cal, 7 purgatory. There are two guidos to lead
_™b Iptutglﬂ' e ~ung and Yii Nii, who are represented
beer,8 outli In their hands. Another tablet repre

m Gkplainnu & ho destitfe &f Rhou Wu Tsz, wimeh has

un bjeanh lu.~e”a”™ ‘n Chinese Philosophy (p. 28).
w bo abori,;” , C)e tablet is briefly stated as follows :—
m 1*8Pictm- i Pr'uc*ple, called “ the great origin ” (fat
S 6d Its?A asa"bite disk at the top. It rested and it

i,bby “Yin'«T Pr°duced what is called in Chinese philo-
~ont “Yau* > ° ne8ativo principle, its movement what
heso™ Heht  °r tlle Positive principle. Yang is repre-
®iehlr6si'i and f nlOyotriont, and masculinity; Yin in dark-
dgc .MNigratns. emjain*y- 1 so*18  three they constitute
«artif In différerifo@? two principles, Yang and Yin, pro-

tiwed, and 7 '7 Qres *be five elements—firo, water,
Ib  16e>ghttrim 1L’ ani™“yom a mi*turo of tho olements
tUa@rs° bight tricratUS things have ultimately originated.

Cieation aft'Stt* =~ a8 ™ innumerable exist-
- > ho aboriginal principle is immanontly
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It is typical of the Chinese that the places of highest
honor are not given to their generals or statesmen, but to
philosophers, moralists, and the great teachers of their
civilisation.

Back of the four graves is a wall, built in the shape of a
horseshoe, open in front, which is in agreement with
Chinese ideas of protecting the dead against evil influences.

It is interesting to bear in mind that this beautiful spot is
Chou Fu Tsz's own choice. It was at his request that his
mother was buried here, and it also indicates his modesty
that his own grave was at the left, while his wives are placed
at the right-hand, side.—“ Open Court," Chicago.

Rejoice with Mrs. Ingersoll.

Justice is rendered.at last.

The widow and family of the great apostle of human
liberty have finally triumphed after protracted and costly
litigation to recover fees due to the late Colonel Ingersoll
for professional services rendered under contract.

Professor Thaddeus B. Wakeman, of Coscob, Conn., writes
that the United States Supreme Court, at Washington, has
reversed the findings of the lower courts in the suit of Mrs.
Robert G. Ingersoll, for her deceased husband's compensa-
tion in the legal settlement of the Davis estate.

Here is justice at last, for the claim was in every respect
just and equitable. The estate involved millions, and
Ingersoll was to have $100,000 if he succeeded in obtaining
an equitable division. The preparation and trial was diffi-
cult and long; the jury disagreed. Then Ingersoll got the
parties into a negotiation for settlement, practically retried
the case before them, with a result satisfactory to all con-
cerned. Then it was claimed that because the final trial
was nhot in court, but before, with and by and for these
parties, the contract for his services was not applicable.
The lower courts were confused, but now we may rejoice,
not only with Mrs. Ingersoll, but with Uncle Sam, that his
greatest court has been able to secure to the beloved family
of the great advocate the means he had justly earned for
their benefit, which the papers say will now be, with
interest, about $138,000.

—Blue Grass Blade (Lexington, Kentucky).

SOUL-SICKNESS.

Ascertain clearly what is wrong with you ; and so far as
you know any means of mending it, take those means, and
have done; when you are examining yourself, never call
yourself merely a LLsinner ”; that,is very cheap abuse, and
utterly useless. You may even get to like it, and be proud
of it. But call yourself a liar, a coward, a sluggard, a
glutton, or an evil-eyed, jealous wretch, if you indeed find
yourself to be in any wise any of these. Take steady means
to check yourself in whatover fault you have ascertained,
and justly accused yourself of. And as soon as you are in
active way of mending, you will be no more inclined to
moan over an undefined corruption. For the rest, you will
find it loss easy to uproot faults than to choke them by
gaining virtues. Do not think of your faults ; still less of
others’ faults : in every person who comes near you look for
what is good and strong : honor that; rejoice in it; and, as
you can, try to imitate it; and your faults will drop off, like
dead leaves, when their time comes. If, on looking back,
your whole life should seem rugged as a palm-tree stem;
still, never mind so long as it has been growing; and has its
grand green shade of loaves, and weight of honeyed fruit, at
top. And even if you cannot find much good in yourself at
last, think that it does not much matter to the universe
either what you were, or aro ; think how many people are
noblo, if you cannot be; and rejoice in their nobleness. An
immense quautity of modern confession of sin, even when
honest, is meroly a sickly egotism ; which will rather gloat
over its own evil, than lose the centralisation of its interest
in itsolf.—John Ruthin, “ Ethics of the Dust.”

Morality is tho harmony between act and circumstances.
It is tho melody of conduct. Most of the intellectual giants
of tho world have been nursed at tho sad and loving breast
of Poverty. The higher you get in the scale of being, the
grander, tho nobler and the tenderer you will become. We
are the heirs of habits and mental customs. We are molded
and fashioned by our surroundings. Every effect must
havo had a cause, and every cause must have been an effect;
therefore there could havo been no first cause. Everything
is right that tends to the happiness of mankind, and every-
thing is wrong that increases tho sum of human misery.
True roligion is not a theory—it is a practice. It is not a
crood—it is a life.—Ingersoll.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, etc.

Notioes of lieotnrea, eto., must reaoh ns by first post on Tuesday
and be marked IlLeoture Notice,” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
Shoreditch Town Hall: 7.30, C. Cohen *“ Christianity, the
Churches, and the Social Question.”
West Ham Branch N.S.S. (Forest Gate Public (Lower)
Hall, Woodgrange-road) : 7.30, F. A. Davies, “ Religion and
Society.” Selections by the Band before lecture.

COUNTRY.

E dinburgh Branch N. S. S. (Rationalists’ Club, 12 Hill-square):
6.80, a Lecture. Thursdays, at 8, Discussion Classes.—The
Mound, 6.30, a Lecture.

Failsworth (Secular Sunday School, Pole-lane): 6.30, J. T.
Lloyd, “ How to Make Life a Success.”

Leeds Branch N.S.S. (Tate's Restaurant, Vicar-lane): 8,
Bert Killip, “ Christianity a Begged, Borrowed, and Stolen
Religion.”

Liverpool Branch N. S. S. (Central Buildings, 113 Islington):
7, Sidney Wollen, “ Christ and Socialism: a Reply to Dr.
Chavasse.”

Manchester Branch N.S. S. (Secular Hall, Rusholmo-road,
All Saints): 6.30, W. Sanders, “ John Morley’'s Exposure of
Liberalism.”

Newcastle (Rationalist Literary and' Debating Society,
Hedley's Café, corner of Clayton and Blackett streets(: 7.30, J.
Charter, “ Tyneside Song.Writers.”

TRUE MORALITYs
Or, The Theory and Practice of Neo-Malthneianism,
1B, X BELIEVI,

THE BEST BOOK

ON THIS SUBJECT.

Superfine Large-paper Edition, 176 pagei, with Portrait and Auto-
graph, bound in cloth, gilt-lettered, poetfree li. a copy.

In order that it may have a large oiroulation, and to bring it
within the reach of the poor, | have issued
A POPULAR EDITION IN PAPER COVERS.
A copy of this edition post free for 2d. A dozen copies, for dis-
tribution, post free for one shilling.

The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, says: "Mr.
Holmes's pamphlet....... is an almost unexceptional statement
of the Neo-Malthusianism theory and praotice....... and through-
out appeals to moral feeling....... The special value of Mr.
Holmes's service to the Neo-iilalthusian cause and to human
well-being generally is just his combination in his pamphlet
of a plain statement of the physical and moral need for family
limitation, with a plain account of the means by whioh it can be
mscared, and an offor to all concerned of tho requisites at the
lowest possible prices.”

The Counoil of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr.
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very high terms.

Orderi should be sent to the author,

J R HOLMES, EAST HANNEY, WANTAGE.

WO SECULAR BURIAL SERVICES. By
Annie Besant and Austin Holyoako. Large type, good
paper Price by post Ijd., from the N. 8. 8. Secretary, 2 New-

castle-street, E.C.

ARTHUR B. MOSS
(Freetiiought Advocate),
is open to leoture for Secular or Ethical Societies on
Freethought and Social Subjects.
He is also open to give
Dramatic Recitals.
His repertoire comprises selections from Shakes-
peare, Lytton, Tennyson, Hood, Buchanan, McKay,
Sims, etc. He is also assisted with Pianoforte
Recitals by his son
STANLEY MOSS, L.C.M.
For dates, etc., write—

42 ansdell Road, Queen’'s Road, Peckham.

H. S. WISHART, Freethought Advocate,

Lectures, Debates, or Missions on behalf of Mental
Freedom and Social Happiness.

For dates, etc., write.—22 Sandhuret-avenue, Harchill, Leeds.
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A NEW (THE THIRD) EDITION
OF

FROM FICTION TO FACT.
By P. BONTE.

(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)

REVISED AND ENLARGED.
SHOULD BE SCATTERED BROADCAST.

SIXTY-FOUR PAGES.
PRICE ONE PENNY.

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, B-C-

THE

MARTYRDOM OF HYPATIA;

OR, THE
DEATH OF THE CLASSICAL WORLD-

An Address delivered at Chicago by
M. M. MANGASARIAN.

Will be forwarded, post free, for

THREE HALFPENCE.

. «0,
The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastlo-street, Farringdon-street,

FINE FOOTWEAR FOR FREETHINKER"

Can we do business with you? 2]

If we can save you Two to F our Shillings on every pair < ftre
you buy from us, surely it is worth your consideration. o0c
so confident we can do this that we will willingly refall are
money in full and pay the carriage both ways if the ho
not as represented. A trial will therefore cost you nothin' ®

Gent,.-Bealko*'.
straightgolosh,h  “ijjl
ablo jockey ba fitti
lined, medium
sensible toe, bes ™ Mi
ity soles, nittclll° ablin®
rind stitched. 118
the boot to aire§
sewn when rojelt
Made on the 1&\ ;,wh
and liritilh ~
This boot mso'd us
N 12/6. Ourpr”iia
post freo. 1 file
sizes 5, 6,7, '] gaNj
We can Buppg”g/1*
boot Derdv P

N

Ladies. — In offering this
boot, the only fear we have
that the low price will cause
you to conclude it is an in-
ferior article. This is not so.
It is made of the best box
calf, strongly lined, medium
toe, best quality soles, mach-
ine sewn, and we guarantee
the wear. Our price, 5/11
post free. The same boot,
button or Derby patterns, 6/3
post free. Stocked in sizes
2,3, 4,5 6, & 7. If you
want boots of any description
and you will write us your
requirements we will be glad
to quote you the lowest
prices. Gents., Ladies, Boys,
and Girls.
utcrip**

urbr' ®

When ordering please enclose postal order and state’
size of boot required.

Whitehouse & Co., Boot Factors, Hill-street,
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THE SECULAR SOCIETY,
LIMITED)

Company Limited by Guarantee,
RegUtered Office—1 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, H.C,
Chairman of Board of Directore—Mi. G. W. FOOTE,

Secretary—B, M.

Society was formed In 1890 to afford legal security to the
““lulBltion and application ol lands lor Seonlar purposes.

The Memorandum ol Association sets lorth that the Sooiety's
yojaota are T o promote the principle that human oonduct
thonig be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super-
“Mural beliel, and that human welfare in this world is the proper
@®&d ol all thought and aotion. To promote Ireedom ol inquiry.
10 Promote universal Seoular Education. To promote the oom-

secularisation of the State, etc., eto. And to do all such
hols'll ‘Inga as are oonduoive to such objects. Also to have,
or h t808*"/0>and retain any sums ol money paid, given, devised,
9Qoathed by any person, and to employ the same lor any ol
Purposes ol the Society.
«p ,j lidbility °1 members is limited to £1, In case the Sooiety

ii®nit 8Y8r  woun]l nP aQd *h0 assets were insufficient to oover
uitlea—a most unlikely oontingenoy.

C abers pay an entranoe lee ol ten shillings, and a subsequent
Ny subscription ol five shillings.
Uro ° 8ooiety bas a considerable number ot members, but a much
gains “““ her is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be
It 8uamongst those who road this announcement. All who join
it,j "°ipate in the oontrol ol its business and the trusteeship ol
tiGa8?°utOea. It is expressly provided in the Articles ol Associa-
te g , uo member, as suoh, shall derive any sort ol profit Irom
aw 6ty Oither by way ol dividend, bonus, or interest, or in
AWay whatever.
Dit 8 Sooiety's affairs are managed by an elected Board ol
tyejv*ots' consisting ol not less than five and not more than
8 members, one-third ol whom retire (by ballot) eaoh year,

footsteps

of t h e

VANCE Miss),

but are oapable ol re-eleotion. An Annual General Meeting of
members must be held in London, to reoeive the Report, elect
new Directors, and transaot any other business that may arise.

Being a duly registered body, the Beoular Sooiety, Limited,
oan receive donations and bequests with absolute seourity.
Those who are in a position to do bo are invited to make
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s lavor in their
wills. On thiB point there need not be the slightest apprehension.
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The executors
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary course ol
administration. No objection ol any kind has been raised in
connection with any ol the wills by whioh the Sooiety has
already been benefited.

The Sooiety's solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battoook 28
Rood-lane, Fenohuroh-street, London, E.C.

A Form of Beiuett.—The lollowing is a Buffioient term ol
bequest lor insertion in the wills ol testators:—“ | give and
" boqueath to the Seonlar Society, Limited, the sum ol £——
" Iree from Legacy Duty, and | direct that a reoeipt Bigned by
"two members ol the Board ol the said Society and the Secretary
Hthereof shall be a good discharge to my Executors for the
" said Legaoy.”

Friends ol the Society who have remembered it in their wills,
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary cl
the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will
(if desired) treat it as striotly confidential. This is not necessary,
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, and
their contents have to be established by competent testimony.

past

ESSAYS ON HUMAN EVOLUTION.

J M WHEELER.

(late Sub-Editoi’

of the

“ Freethinker.”)

j, vei7 valuable collection of Essays, crammed with information of the highest interest to

Rethought students, and faBoinatingly written.
192

Ought to bo on every Freethinker’'s bookshelf.

large pages.

REDUCED TO SIXPENCE.
T (Postage 3d.)

PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.

A SPLENDID BARGAIN.

"SATIRES AND
JAMES THOMSON,

“The City of Dreadful

PROFANITIES™

Night,” and one of the finest

writers of the nineteenth century.

*NALLY PUBLISHED AT 1S. NOW REDUCED TO 3d.

(Postago One Penny.)

Qet and Essayist, author of
°kiG
pages, well
WITH A PREFACE
TLc

pr8at O*18)11 was an indisputable genius.

He wrote prose as well as he wrote poetry.

printed on good paper, and nicely bound.

BY G. W. FOOTE.

He had

&t Ot @8 as a satirist, and some of his work in this lino is quite worthy to rank with the

W 'krentduft'sy
Wit
thi8es. >n thes °olea
he “nie of

8nPer8tition.

Pdce nr’ n
e asked for it.

hlopse iR this eollection deal

the fir® *or men anc* wompn °f brains and courage who can
Thomson was an Athoist, and called himself so;
ghires and Profanities as one who regarded nearly all professed Christians, at
thQePrnted n V' as 'Snorant or foolish or designing.

entirely with religiousi tRpics.  They arg

look down upon and
and he

The present volume is not likely to

at some future day it will he worth twenty times—perhaps a hundred times—

K PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.
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SPECIAL SUNDAY EVENING LECTURES

AT THE

SHOREDITCH TOWN HALL

Under the auspices of the Secular Society, Limited.

January 10.—Mr. C. COHEN:
“ CHRISTIANITY, THE CHURCH, AND THE SOCIAL QUESTION.”

January 17.—Mr. G. W. FOOTE: “ THE SILENCE OF THE TOMB.”
January 24.—Mr. J. T. LLOYD: “THE REASONABLENESS OF UNBELIEF.”
Admission Free. Special Reserved Seats, Is. Chair taken at 7.30.

London Freethinkers’ Annual Dinner

UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE

National Secular Society’s Executive,

AT THE

HOLBORN RESTAURANT,

Tuesday Evening, January 12
AT 7.30 SHARP.

Chairman: Mr. G. W. FOOTE.

TICKETS, FOUR SHILLINGS EACH,

Obtainable of Miss E. M. Vance, General Secretary, 2 Newcastle-street, E.C.

MISTAKES OF MOSES"

Col. R G. INGERSOLL.

Only complete edition. Beautifully printed on fine paper. 136 p&feS'

REDUCED TO SIXPENCE.
(Postage 2Jd.)

THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON,

Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugfl
G. W. FOOTE. d

The most intimate thing ever written about Bradlaugh. Mr. Foote’s personal recollections”™
the great “ Iconoclast” during many exciting years, with a page on his attitude in tho Pre8,
of death, and an account of his last appearance as President of the National Secular Sod

PUBLISHED AT SIXPENCE. REDUCED TO TWOPENCE

(Postage Halfpenny.)
THE PIONEER PREBB, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON»J>"

Printed and Published by the Pioneeb Press, 2 Newcastle-street, London, E.C.



