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The nan of deep reflection is not likely to gain
Popular applause ; and he does not stand in need of
2«. has learned to live upon his own stock and can
build his self-esteem on a better foundation
°f vanity—Wirttiam Hazlitt.

Divine Benevolence.

The problem of hew the goodmaess of Gad can he
old°n°~ed "with the existence of evil is at least as
as the Book of Job, and the essence of the
frblem remains unchanged. Many different soln-
b P8have been offered, but the very best is nothing
jb a plausible compromise. Even the Christian
®ry of a personal Devil, practically almost as
J. ent as the Deity, and infinitely more active, is a
th&Table makeshift; for, on inquiry, it turns out
.at the Devil is a part of God’'s handiwork, exer-
QIng only a delegated or permitted power. The
to*?al resort of the theologian when driven to bay is
& Inv’ ke the aid of “ mystery,” but this is useless
against the logician, since “ mystery” is only a
“tradicticn between the facts and the hypothesis,
theologian can hardly expect to be saved by
at is virtually a plea of “ Guilty.”
a ~arwin was brought face to face with this problem,
a abe was too honest to twist the facts, and too much
°ver of truth and clarity to submerge them in the
~ysterious. He preferred to speak plainly as far as
. 8 intellect carried him, and when it stopped to
~Pbly confess his ignorance.
Put 7“ing  ~r ~8a ®ray (May 22> 1860), Darwin
* Jlastrong objection to Theism very pointedly.
“ 1 own that | cannot see as plainly as others do, and
| should wish to do, evidonce of design and bene-
ficence on all sides of us. There seems to me too much
misery in the world. 1 cannot persuade myself that a
beneficent and omnipotent God would have designedly
created the ichneumonidae with the express intontion of
Jbeir feeding within the living bodios of caterpillars, or
‘bat a cat should play with mice. Not believing this, |
8e0 no necessity in the belief that the eye was expressly
designed. On the other hand, | cannot anyhow bo con-
tented to view this wonderful universe, and especially
“‘bo nature of man, and to conclude that everything is
“bo result of brute force. 1 am inclined to look at
everything as resulting from designed laws, with the
details, whether good or bad, left to the working out of
what we may call chance. Not that this notion at all
satisfies me. | feel most deeply that the whole subject
18too profound for the human intellect.”
idealing with the same subject sixteen years later
ha e”~ubobiography, Darwin gave his opinion that
ahvPIne8B' on the whole, predominates over misery,
hough he admitted that this *would be very difficult
Prove.” He then faced the Theistic aspeot of the
Nation.

“ That there is much suffering in the world no one
disputes. Some have attempted to explain this with
reference to man by imagining that it serves for his
enoral improvement. But the number of men in the
werld is as nothing compared with that of all other
sentient beings, and they often suffer greatly without
aoy moral improvement. This very old argument from
“he existence of suffering against the existence of an

~mtelligent First Cause seems to me a strong one.”

iho arw*h was perfectly conscious that he was advanc-
, ho newargument against Theism. An age of micro-
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scopical science was, indeed, necessary before the
internal parasites of caterpillars could be instanced ;
not to mention the thirty species of parasites that
prey on the human organism. But such larger para-
sites as fleas and lice have always been obvious, and
the theologians have been constantly asked why
Almighty Goodness prompted Almighty Wisdom to
provide humanity with such a sumptuous stock of
these nuisances. It may also be observed that while
cholera, fever, and other germs are modern dis-
coveries, such things as tumors, cancers, and leprosy
have always attracted attention, and they are more
telling instances of malignant “ design” than the
ichneumonidce in caterpillars, as they immediately
affect the gentlemen who carry on the discussion.

Darwinism does, however, present the problem of
evil in a new light. It shows us that evil is not on
the surface of things, but is part of their very
texture. Those who complacently dwell on the
survival of the fittest, and the forward march to
perfection, conveniently forget that the survival of
the fittest is the result. Natural Selection is the
process. And if we look at this more closely we
discover that natural selection and the survival of
the fittest are the same thing ; the real process being
the elimination of the unfit. Those who survive would
have lived in any case ; what has happened is that all
the rest have been crushed out of existence. Sup-
pose, for instance (to take a case of artificial selec-
tion), a farmer castrates nineteen bulls and breeds
from the twentieth; it makes a great difference to
the result, but clearly the whole of the process is the
elimination of the nineteen. Similarly, in natural
selection, all organic variations are alike spawned
forth by Nature; the fit are produced and per-
petuated, while the unfit are produced and extermi-
nated. And how exterminated ? Not by the swift
hand of a skilful executioner, but by countless
varieties of torture, some of which display an
infernal ingenuity that might abash the deftest
Inquisitor. Every disease known to us is simply
one of Nature's devices for eliminating her unsuit-
able offspring, and a cat’'s playing with a mouse is
nothing to the prolonged sport of Nature in Killing
the victims of her own infinite lust of procreation.
Place a Deity behind this process, and you create a
greater and viler Devil than any theology of the past
was capable of inventing. Accept it as the work of
blind forces, and you may become a Pessimist if you
are disgusted with the entire business; or an Opti-
mist if you are healthy, prosperous, and callous ; or
a Meliorist if you think evolution tends to progress
and that your own efforts may brighten the lot of
your fellows.

Dr. Russel Wallace, whose spiritual philosophy
induces him, however unconsciously, to minimise
the sufferings of the world, argues that the *“ tor-
ments ¥ and “ miseries” of the lower animals are
imaginary, and that “ the amount of aotual suffering
caused by the struggle for existence among animals
is altogether insignificant.” Dr. Wallace even goes
to the length of saying that “ their actual flight
from an enemy ” is an “ enjoyable exercise ” of their
powers. But human beings do not enjoy themselves
in running away from their enemies, and we can
only understand the feelings of the lower animals
through the medium of our own. g ™ Foote
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On Recantations.

TWO or three weeks ago the Christian Commonwealth
justified its claim to be considered a truly Christian
newspaper by publishing an account of the conver-
sion of Robert Blatchford. The Rev. Dr. Warschauer
reported a speech of the Rev. Rhondda Williams, in
which it was alleged that the editor of the Clarion
had renounced his Agnosticism, and confessed to a
belief in a Heavenly Father. Mr. Blatohford promptly
wrote denying his conversion. The Rev. Rhondda
Williams also wrote denying that he made the state-

ments reported by Dr. Warschauer, but imperti-
nently suggested that Mr. Blatchford’'s Clarion
articles did not convey his real opinions. On the

face of it, either Mr. Williams or Dr. Warschauer
was—to put it mildly—romancing. At the time of
writing Dr. Warschauer haR the last word in a letter
in which, while not repeating the expressions dis-
owned by Mr. Williams, he reaffirms that Mr.
Williams' speech “ gave us to understand” that the
Clarion articles did not express Mr. Blatchford's
“ calm and reasoned opinions ” on religion. He does
not apologise for what he wrote, but concludes his
letter by saying that he is “ glad to have contributed
to the clearing up of a misunderstanding.”

Now this last expression is, in some respects, quite
the most interesting | have come across for some
time. The whole story of the Blatchford conversion
rests with either Mr. Williams or Dr. Warschauer, or
both. Apart from these two the story would not
have been heard of—not yet, at least, because Mr.
Blatchford is still alive, and it is only on their death-
beds that well-known Freethinkers are converted.
Too impatient to wait until this particular Free-
thinker is dead, the story is told while he is still
alive ; and then, when the subject of the story flatly
contradicts it, one of the parties responsible for the
circulation of the falsehood turns round, and,
assuming a lofty moral attitude, remarks: “ 1 am
glad to have contributed to the clearing up of a mis-
understanding.” Prodigious! John Smith slanders
Tom Jones. Tom Jones promptly enters an action
for libel, and wins his case. Whereupon John Smith
loftily remarks: “ 1 deserve praise because | have
contributed to the clearing up of a misunderstand-
ing.” Really this is quite a novel way of justifying
slander. By its application every man who has ever
been convicted of slandering another has only “ con-
tributed to the clearing up of a misunderstanding.”
It is true that he was at the same time responsible
for the misunderstanding; but that apparently
matters little. The misunderstanding has been
cleared up—when it was not found possible to cir-
culate it. Personally | thank Dr. Warschauer for a
most illuminating expression.

The remark is one that puts a deal of Christian
history in quite a new light. When Christians
accused Spinoza—who lived on about twopence-
halfpenny a day—of leading a life of profligacy;
when they made Voltaire die calling upon Jesus
Christ; when they converted Thomas Paine into a
filthy, drunken sot, lamenting on his death-bed that
be had ever written the Age of Reason; when they
made Charles Bradlaugh recant on his death-bed ;
when, in short, they circulated all the well-known
slanders about Freethinkers—they were animated
solely by the desire to clear up misunderstandings.
We have no right to feel abgry with them, no reason
to resent their conduct; we simply have to admire
the moral fervor that made them work so energetic-
ally to clear up misunderstandings. However many
of the Christian traditions the New Theologians
reject, they are evidently determined to stick to this
one.

Seriously, why should Mr. Blatohford’s recantation
—or the recantation of anybody else—be considered
a matter of first-rate importance? Suppose we
assume that Mr. Blatchford has recanted; let us
further assume that Voltaire, Paine, Bradlaugh,
Holyoake—all of them-*-recanted. Let us grant
that the editor of the Freethinker will one day become
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a Christian, and that all the contributors Or-

columns will one day parade themselves as
shipers of the Christian myth. How will this
the issue between Christianity and Freethong
Will the conversion of Robert Blatchford, or tha :
any or all of the others, prove that the Bib 0 i
inspired ?  Will it prove the divinity of JesnB or
resurrection from the dead, the existence of
the existence of heaven and hell ? Does Dr.
schauer think so highly of the intelligence of P¥* ~
nent Freethinkers that their testimony to the tru
of these things will settle all dispute ? If sO>% ,ar
assure him that he rates their intelligence
too highly. If every living Freethinker became
convert to the Christian mythology, that mytbo
would be as ridiculous to-morrow as it is to-day.
it not remarkable that the man whose reasoning
one moment is thoroughly untrustworthy 000
become at the next quite reliable ? Does it not se
as though Christians have all the time an uneay
feeling that Freethought does, after all, manage
get hold of most energetic and virile intellects, a”
that the adherence of one of these is worth a h°
of the ordinary church or chapel worshipers ?
Recantation, like the surrendered adherence, m
be judged by the evidence it produces. If 1L |
who has taught 12 x 12 — 144 suddenly turns
and says 12 x 12 150, what effect has that on
multiplication table ? Truth does not become
hood because someone chooses to alter his oplO
concerning it. An alteration in opinion only ProX1
—in itself—an alteration in opinion, and no one
a fool or a knave attaches any deeper importanc ~
it. If mere testimony could prove the truth ~
Christianity, its veracity was established cent°d
ago. If the testimony of all the Christians ~ ~
have ever lived does not demonstrate the Ut at
Christian beliefs, the addition of one more_name
this time of day seems hardly worth bothering a
None of those who were made Freethinkers
Mr. Blatchford’s writings, none of those who g »
up their Christianity as the result of the w°r »
other Freethinkers, surrendered their beliefs ~eca iy
any individual commanded them to do so. The ° ~
force brought to bear upon them was the e0.
facts, the power of careful reasoning. When a* ~
thinker says Christian beliefs are untrue, heis b° *
stupid as to expect people to take his word for it>
they would be fools if they did. He shows them »~
they are not true, and cannot be true. His persona
is a mere accident; and, when the personality i®
drawn, the facts and the reasoning still remain,
what Christians have to prove is, not that some*
thinker has changed his mind, but that the reason
advanced for his Freethought are unsound, the
upon which he rested his case are false. It 8
childish to have to point this out, but when 00
dealing with childish minds it is unavoidable. _ n
A truth in connection with this subject i®
Christianity is so much a matter of personal
mony that the average Christian cannot look a
religion from any other standpoint. He believe®
his religion, not because he has any solid reaso ~
justify his belief, but simply because itishisr.""_j
His belief in the miraoulons—when it OXL [B0--
based solely upon the testimony of someone e 0
unknown, and to whoso opinion on other subjec
would attach no importance whatever The-
evidence ever produced for the inspiration O
BiYe was fMaf- someowe sayd it was h m
the divinity of Jesus, that someone said e .
divine ; for the existence of an after life, that soreoon
one asserted it. His whole creed is based
personal testimony without a single spar™ O
dence to support it. Unconsciously, thereto
attaches an exaggerated value to personal tee ™ fin
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and regards a multiplication of “ I believe ~O
accumulation of evidence. He might as we fto
the testimony of believers in special orea
evidence against the doctrine of evolution. upon
John Stuart Mill said that the emphasis la*  was

the utility of religion by modern Christian
proof that the arguments for its truthful00
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Based to convince. So one may say that the im-
portance Christians attach to personal testimony is
Proof that they despair of finding facts to support
6lv beliefs. No one believes in gavitation because
owton believed in it; no one believes in natural
O%?Ftion because Darwin believed in it; no one
.eves in the circulation of the blood because
EH Relieved in it. These truths, like other
th f 8 are believed because they rest upon evidence
it pPPeal8 to all who are capable of appreciating
al tk truth rests upon no such basis. Not
the. generations of Christians have succeeded in
Poducing a single piece of evidence that would
be?VInce anyone who was not already prepared to
10/e. Freethinkers have said this over and over
gain; Christians feel this to bo true, and lacking the
ntal courage to face the world of fact and reason,
ey seek a cowardly consolation in an accumulation
£?%re names.
et j8 bottom truth is, that every unbeliever is a
adding indictment of the truth of Christianity,
j. ristians have always realised this and have done
n,d5 bOst to meet and overcome the danger. When
r'8tianity was strong it forced people to recant;
@n the recantation was not forthcoming, it placed
9 In the mouths of those who were tortured in
n prisons or burned amid the jeers of a Christian
a < It wrung a recantation from the lips of the
Galileo, it placed one in the mouth of the dying
ad Bruno. When Christianity grew weaker
@ erOtics more numerous, the same policy was
he fG&x<*—w*bb a change of form. Sometimes the
etic was bought and advertised his disgrace by
~ ismg a creed which he still held in contempt.
J this was not possible there was always his
, ‘h to fall back upon. Lying confessions were
for ~ *D~'8 raoulb, and these printed and circulated
~ tOe edification of the faithful and the warning of
i O rOcalcitrant. The circulation of these stories
atae a profession, their manufacture part and
lierco* of the Christian tradition. That they were
tiu~~ered little, they served their purpose—for a
inp° ~his respect, the Christian world seems
aty ablo °lI reform. To slander opponents has
y® been the principal lino of the Christian
bigfnC0  It* bas existed right through Christian
aa *ory, and will probably continue to exist so long
to k Bre rOniain believers in what has proved itself
one of the greatest blights that has over

the human intellect. g Cohen

Defence of the Eighteenth Century.

ye .DERATION is usually regarded as an exceedingly
Bn'a lauh> but- scarcely ever as an unpardonable
i8/, Litoral truth-speaking, we are often reminded,
0 rarest virtue under the sun Of a specially
thn?'ar 'Preacher, now deceased a friend observed
N be was the biggest liar of his generation,
J8an*ng that he idealised or magnified everything
j touehed. It is felt that in order to produce an
®0ire88'°n, an orator or a writer must deal almost
gia f8ively *n superlatives. In olden times mighty
*ts graced the earth ; to-day we must be content
b miserable pigmies. Last night was the darkest
n r experienced, and yesterday's sunset the
®r8eous Over seen. Such is the rhetorical
Ih f ~bat finds favor with the majority of the public.
tkb° Public taste is perverted is doubtless true;
dj JYereis no lack of willing caterers for it, both
be k mPlatform and in the press. Everything must
Olgbtened to please the mob.
exémhere are conceivable circumstances in which
gjja* Oration may bo comparatively harmless. To
bein~rat® a naan’'s virtues, for example, is not a
to s °@B offence; but to amplify his vices would be
to a grievous wrong. To be more than just
thjn-nd may serve a good purpose; but to be less

Clelf Ut  an enemy 1® bo be guilty of malignant
Ily. Exaggerated praise may have its origin in
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pure benevolence; but exaggerated blame is due to
a malevolent motive, and cannot be defended.

It is customary with Christian speakers and writers
to exaggerate both the good points of their own
people and the bad points of their opponents. At
times, the exaggeration is so extreme that it cannot
be distinguished from positive lying. As an example
of the latter, we may take an article, entitled “ The
Courtesy of Attention to Religion,” which appeared
in the Christian World for August 27. It is an ably-
written paper, but its spirit is bitter and contemp-
tuous in the extreme. Its writer, the Rev. G. A.
Johnston Ross, of Cambridge, poses as a superior
person, who has a right to sitin judgment on all who
reject the Christian religion. He seems to take it
for granted that unbelievers are both thoughtless
and wicked. He attributes “ the want of the will to
believe ” to the “ moral bondage that lies behind it.”
To “ refuse to give Christ a reverent hearing” is to
be rude, vulgar, and unmannerly ; and “ behind the
unmannerliness that scorns to listen to Christ, there
is the baseness of the soul that has a pet vice to
cherish and conceal.” Unbelief in God is only
another name for rudeness plus self-indulgence. We
readily admit that some unbelievers are not what
they ought to be; but the same thing is true of a
greater number of Christians. People who live in
glass houses should not throw stones. But Mr.
Ross’s charge is monstrously false, and its falseness
is so palpable that it requires no formal refutation.
It is not mere exaggeration that the reverend gentle-
man indulges in here, but veritable untruthfulness,
however unintentional.

As a whole, Mr. Ross’s article is vague and dog-
matic, hut at one point it is clear and definite. Here
the writer says that Christian men “ have an almost
contemptuous sense of the vulgarity of some aspects
of unbelief,” namely, “ the unbelief that has behind
it a rude and blustering impatience of religious
appeal, and the thin silliness that cannot measure
the gravity of the Gospel. This vulgarity shows
itself among all ranks of men.” One finds it in the
lowest strata of society, as the grim story of McKay’s
attempt at evangelisation in Drury Lane in Mark
Rutherford abundantly shows. Then Mr. Ross pro-
ceeds thus:—

“ But it were a huge mistake to suppose this vulgarity
unknown in higher circles. Perhaps its most colossal
instance is the unspeakable vulgarity of the eighteenth
century. That period, the century of the exquisite, the
fop, the fine gentleman, the century of the glory of
infidelity, when lamong persons of quality Christianity
had almost ceased to be a subject of serious thought,
is notoriously the most vulgar in our national history ;
its vulgarity is even now upon our national architecture,
and defaces by its ludicrous pomposity the very monu-
ments to the dead in our great cathedrals.”

On the face of it, this is gross exaggeration; but it
is much worse. It is an entire misrepresentation of
one of the most important periods in British history.
We do not hold that the eighteenth century was
wholly free from vulgarity. Of that commodity
there is a superabundance in our own age, other-
wise the article under consideration would never have
been written. But to characterise the eighteenth
century as “ notoriously the most vulgar in our
national history ” is to culpably distort the truth.
The late John Richard Green, surely a much greater
authority than Mr. Johnston Ross, gives the lie
direct to such a portrayal. In his Introduction to a
collection of Addison’s Essays, the distinguished
historian says:—

“ We hear sometimes that the last century is ‘ repul-
sive’; but what is it that repels us in it? Is it the age
itself, or the picturo of itself which the age so fearlessly
presents ? There is no historic ground for thinking the
eighteenth century a coarser or a more brutal age than
tho centuries that had gone before;, rather there is
ground for thinking it a less coarse and a less brutal
age. The features which repel us in it are no features
of its own production. There were brutalised colliers at
Ringwood before Wesley; there were brutal squires be-
fore Western ; there were brutal mobs before the Gordon
riots. Vile as our prisons were when Howard visited
them, they were yet viler in the days of Elizabeth.”
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That, certainly, effectually disposes of Mr. Ross’
wild indictment. Bnt Green adds a more crushing
consideration still:—

“ What makes the Georgian age seem repulsive is
simply that it is the first age which felt these evils
to be evils, which dragged them, in its effort to amend
them, into the light of day. It is in fact the moral
effort of the time which makes it seem so immoral
Till now social evil had passed unnoted, uncensured
because, save by the directly religious world, it was un
felt. It was a sudden and general zeal for better things
which made the eighteenth century note, describe
satirise the evil of society. Then, as now, the bulk of
Englishmen were honest and right-minded. ‘ Between
the mud at the bottom and the scum of its surface,
says Mons. Taine fairly enough, ‘rolled on the great
current of the national life.”

John Richard Green was in Holy Orders, and could
not have written as he has from the remotest sym
pathy with Infidelity. Lord Macaulay was another
religions man who wrote in the same strain. In his
famous Essay on Addison, he says —

“ On the service which his Essays rendered to
morality it is difficult to speak too highly. It is true
that, when the Tatler appeared, that age of outrageous
profaneness and licentiousness which followed the
Restoration had passed away. Jeremy Collier had
shamed the theatres into something which, compared
with the excesses of Etherege and Wycherley, might be
called decency. Yet there still lingered in the public
mind a pernicious notion that there was some connec-
tion between genius and profligacy, between the domestic
virtues and the sullen formality of the Puritans. That
error it is the glory of Addison to have dispelled. He
taught the nation that the faith and the morality of
Hale and Tillotson might be found in company with
wit more sparkling than the wit of Congreve, and with
humor richer than the humor of Vanbrugh. So effec
tually, indeed, did he retort on vice the mockery which
had recently been directed against virtue, that, since
his time, the open violation of decency has always been
considered among us as tho mark of a fool.”

Nothing more need be added to completely disprove
Mr. Johnston Ross’s libel on the eighteenth century
We have quoted from two incontestable authorities
to the effect that thi3 vilified century was a decided
improvement upon its immediate predecessors. Of
course, we understand that what makes it so un-
speakably vulgar in the reverend gentleman’s esti-
mation is the fact that it was “ the century of the
glory of infidelity.” Now, will Mr. Ross toll us
which of its Infidels were “ notoriously the most
vulgar " writers in our national history ? How does
Shaftesbury compare with Steele, or Addison, or
Swift ? One eminent author characterises him as a
“ satirist with a finer and keener weapon than was
wielded by either Steele or Addison, and a much
better temper than was owned by Swift or Berkley;”
and another observes that his works “ did much to
raise the character of English Deism.” Was Anthony
Collins more vulgar than Bentley, who answered
him ? Sir Leslie Stephen says that Collins “ appears
to have been an amiable and upright man,” and it is
universally admitted that he was a skilful contro-
versialist, and that his ability as a writer was above
tho average. Were Woolston’s Discourses on Miracles
filthier than the sixty pamphlets published in oppo-
sition? The truth about Thomas Woolston probably
is that he was not an unbeliever at all, but simply an
extreme allegorist after the pattern of Origen. Was
Tindal's Christianity as Old as Creation coarser than
all the hundred and fifty replies to it? The Bishop
of London’s objection to Tindal's books was, not that
they were vulgar, but that they “ undermined religion
and promoted atheism and infidelity ” ; and that
objection was thoroughly well grounded. These
Infidels were Deists, not Atheists; and yet Bishop
Berkley, because he was powerless to counteract
their influence, advocated their being punished
with equal severity with those who were guilty
of high treason. But their chief vulgarity con-
sisted in their denial of the truth of orthodox
Christianity. It was for this, and not for his
ribaldry, that Woolston had to spend the last four
years of his life in prison ; and it is for this same
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action that the Freethinkers of to-day are dub
vulgar, rude, unmannerly, and base of soul,
such reckless denunciation is not argument, nei
will it prove of the slightest service in the effor
stem the tide of Freethought that is now so irres

tibly rising throughout the civilised world.
j. t. Lloyd.

The “ Cottager’'s Monthly Visitor.”

Tee question of village libraries was discussed at tofl
recent Library Association Conference at Bright00'
and I, being at the time in retreat in a rem°t0
cottage, thought to ask the landlady what books
were available for the public of the little village-
She answered None; but there had been a library
in past years, and, at its breaking-up, two volumes
had been presented to her. So, wishing to know
what sort of mind-food was provided for the rustic
flock by the Powers That Be, | begged to see them.
They were two volumes, dated 1885 and 1836, of the
Cottager's Monthly Visitor. These | closely examined-

They reeked with the unhealthy evangelicalism °
the early Nineteenth Century. The doctrines of the
Blood, Judgment, Hell, and Human Depravity g
luxuriantly, like weeds in an ill-kept churchyard-
Of the insufferable priggishness of the style here is
a characteristic sample :—

“ Address to Lying-in-Womeu.—The following a3
dress, printed in the form of a handbill, has been sen«
to us by the husband of the benevolent lady who wro ®
it, and who is in the habit of circulating it among *
females of her neighborhood.— 1My good woman, it 08
pleased Almighty God, ” etc.

We may be quite sure the “ lady” who circularised
the neighboring “ females ” did not include the I°cal
marchioness in the scope of her tract distribution*
The proletariat are referred to as “the humble
classes, *“ the poor,” the “ laboring men," etc., ftO
the general policy of the dismal Visitor is to keep
the intellect of tho workers in subjection, to preset
a perpetual promise of future glory (on conditioO®
to encourage an almost inhuman passion for tbn >
and to denounce gin. It is singular to note in
ing that, the teetotal movement being then -
feeble beginnings, beer is reluctantly a”°”?ie.cla80
Christian editor, and an article by a midd ° 0 a
contributor recommends the establishmen
brewery in every parish, the liquor to be sold

the poor laboring man ” at somewhat under cost
price, the philanthropists making up the deficiency-
While beer is permissible, Trades-unionism is not

“ Trades unions can be of littlo or no uso; and tbef
0 injury to tho poor by holding out hopes and exp®
ations that cannot bo realised.”
And the original Malthusian doctrine is gravely

preached:— .
How can you make labor dear, or more profitable ?

There is one, and only one way of doing this ; and th»
is, by decreasing the supply_by not marrying too eaW
If you marry early, and have more children than the
is regular work for, labor must bo cheap, there must O
poverty and distress, and no human laws can Prevo
It.

A solemn anecdote holds up to contempt a
shire laborer who complained to the county magl0
trates that he received only four shillings a week f°
working on the parish roads, but it was proved tb

0 had declined other work at the current wage
the district (seven shillings !) because the empW.
ment would have removed him from the vicinity 0
the ale-house. The presiding magistrate remark®
on the improvement of industrial conditions, f°r ”
called to mind the days of his youth when the vreeW
pay was only six shillings instead of a glorious sev
Every issue of the Monthly Visitor hisses a P»**
curse on drink as the cause of poverty,and I a
not succeeded in tracing any doom pronounce
the wine-bibbing of the8 upper classes. A horrid
placard, entitled the “ Drunkard's Tree,” aDd,R,al
nung up the evils of alcoholism (including “e ¢

amnation ), is commended for suspension on co



September 18, 1908

Is. While gin-drinkers are warned that “ two
messes of gin a ¢ ay>for one year> aft three-halfpence
a'f 8> cost a sum which will purchase two
aij s>etc.” (a full inventory following), no hint is
~owed to escape of similar calculations that might
o ma”e In the caee of champagne disposed of by the

D-laboring classes. No attempt is made by the
fj Itor t° indicate the need for counteractive recrea-
j. 118 Christian cottagers must not attend fairs.
r ey must beware of ale-houses. They must avoid
to They must not gamble. No effort is visible
ret) 6reSt rea”er in the fine arts. Music is
;v e8ented by a hymn (the score of which is printed)
(th f ®n coming into favor, “ 0 that will be joyful ”
Toh 1S never-adjourned meeting in heaven),
feu &Q 78 tanned by implication, for the Visitor
jJPorts that, in the "opinion of the governor of
anV °rd ~a’i> “the present practice of cigar-
the> ~ among young men had led principally to
not Increase °f crime”! Even tea and coffee are
eott °re”™ nPon the favorable consideration of the
Je 58Ser>possibly because their increased use would
ad fi? a “emand for higher wages for “ mechanics ”
j  the “ humbler classes.” A special essay, in fact,
& S wjth blackcurrant leaves and dandelion roots

substitutes for tea and coffee respectively! The
q meal advice ranges along an equally low level.

8 may find a cheap preventive of “ plague " by
pi “untly throwing hot stones into a pot of tar
a; ™ ‘> t inside the street-door,” and so creating
bjriiah8ing steam —a recipe which has its precious
by b 1Q Germany. Or you can dodge scarlet fever

occasionally applying to the nose a handkerchief
pm ra’ei™ with chloride of lime. And in order to
!)\(%(Iye such luxuries as chloride of lime, or dande
ou I00Es, or pats of tak, etc., you are everdastingly
bo.0Or6™ bo deposit money in savings-banks. A
foof e°'8corresP°ndent relates the tale of his own

tnian who started at a wage of four guineas per
a,cm, and in ten years had saved enough to sot up
e a'ry of ten cows worth £145. All cottagers are

PQutecl to approximate more or less to the heroic
t~"PC'farthing feats of this footman. Meanwhile,
bee / 18*b°r gives in each number hints on gardens,

mkeeping, pig-feeding, and the like.

*nt ./eebl0 endeavor to minister to the cottager’s
P@ ect flickers through these sepulchral tracts,
bist Insbance, one comes upon scrappy lessons in
-<ri°’ry- In August, 1885, the cottager is asked,

b were the circumstances of Queen Anne’s
ﬁ'r[g] an<* *n what year did it happen ?” If, in the
*it.rvala of stewing dandelion root, and struggling
blem cravng> be cannot think out the pro-
Que’ Editor tolls him in September that “ the
8@nk°n 8 health aQd spirits had been, for some time,
or at,d she died in the year 1714  and so on.

e have tit-bits of “ natural history,” such aB:—

1Tho more wo oxamine the works of Providence, the
ore full of wonder they seem to bo....... It is said that
10 sword-fish and tho wlialo never moot without

otning to battle, and that tho sword-fish generally
bogiua the quarrel.”

Ib is the spiritual side of tho cottager that is

riflee bhe particular target of tho Visitor's deadly
Practice. Sudden death is a powerful instru-

4 w ~Wards influencing his views of the universe.
btj@ion3an in tho Broadway, Hammersmith, fights her
I08s aad, and calls on God to strike her blind, speech-

awr)@C’ an”™ 8b0 abruptly collapses, unable to utter
her ] >and we see her being carried off tho stage by

hot .~band and a policeman. A pew-opener does
&e f ii  ~ bbe holy communion, though on a Sunday
iug gf , rector she means to; and the next morn-

< 0 '8 found dead in tho church gallery. A sub-
tran8lal farm@®@r>residing near Chard, Somersetshire,
bis ¥Backs business at the market, gets drunk, mounts
he °r80>and declares to a remonstrating friend that
“aWCjld ride foo bell in a quarter of an hour  and,
bavind *° relabe, he was found dead on the road,
of u Sfallen from his horse at a spot just a quarter
Sabi °ur'8 rbb° from the town !”

At (i °abb-breaking is, of course, a darling theme

e Day of Judgment, children who were not
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sent to Sunday-school will take the opportunity to
address their parents thus —

“ 0 cruel parents, you neglected to instruct us, and
neglected to send us where we might have been in-
structed. We were young and thoughtless, and not
aware of the advantage of spending the Sabbath in a
proper manner,” etc.

Possibly the parents, on lbsenite principles, might
attack their own ancestors in a similar courteous
tone, but the Monthly Visitor does not carry the
imagination further.

One of the most striking scenes presented for the
cottager’s study is the hanging of George Watts.
George “ had enjoyed the advantage of education,”
and could name the chapter and verse of any Bible
passage named. At the same time (though the
statements slightly clash) we are assured “ his life,
though short, was spent in idleness and profligacy.”
This poor lad—less than seventeen years of age—
was executed for rick-burning. Our Editor says not
a word on the immorality of the law, but lays before
us the contents of a handbill headed “ Sabbath-
breaking, Beer-shops, Drinking on Sunday.” George
wrote “earnest and well-expressed exhortations”
from the condemned cell to his relatives and
associates. Also—

“ On the fatal drop he addressed the crowd for some
time, and repeatedly entreated them to avoid, from his
own sad example, the danger of keeping bad company,
of frequenting ale-houses and beer-shops, of Sabbath-
breaking ; and particularly of drinking on the Sabbath,
which he declared had been the means of bringing him
to his present awful situation.”

I have lived in villages, have mingled with people
who, in their youth, had been fed with such litera-
ture as tho Monthly Visitor, and | have known not a
little of the unwholesome atmosphere of the Protes-
tantism of the Low Church and the Dissenting
Chapel. This mockery of religion, this brutal
snobbery, this paltry economics, and this vile
neglect of true culture, mark a most gloomy period
in the evolution of the common people of England.
What | feel to bo the worst evil in the Evangelical
Terror is the entiro absence of respect for the
noble qualities of the cottager, his wife, his children,
and his forefathers. Gray, in his exquisite Elegy,
did a high measure of justice to the “ short and
simple annals of the poor,” and the native virtue of
the English villager. But Gray wrote before the
advent of the dreadful flood of tracts and Philis-
tinism. A piety was to arrive which scowled at the
sorrowful wage-earners who formed tho basis of
England’s social fabric, and which, in its wvulgar
ignorance and conceited Bibliolatry, insulted the
Humanity that wore fustian and sheltered under

thatch- F. J. Gould.

« TRUE NOBILITY.

'Tis not tho wealth that makes a king,
Nor the purple coloring,

Nor a brow that's bound with gold,
Nor gate on mighty hinges rolled.

The king is he, who, void of fear,
Looks abroad with bosom clear ;

Who can tread ambition down,

Nor be swayed by smile or frown ;
Nor for all tho treasure cares

That mine conceals, or harvest wears,
Or that golden sands deliver,

Bosomed in a glassy river.

What shall move his placid might ?
Not the headloDg thunder-light,

For all the shapes of slaughter’s trade,
With onward lance, or fiery blade.
Safe, with wisdom for liis crown,

He looks on all things calmly down ;
He welcomes Fate, when Fato is near,
Nor taints his dying breath with fear.
No—to fear not earthly thing,

This it is that makes tho King;

And all of us, whoe'er we be,

May carve us out that royalty.

—"“ Seneca,” translated by Leigh Hunt.
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Acid Drops.

September the 3rd was Cromwell’'s death-day, as it was
also the day of his greatest victories on the battlefield.
Naturally the date was celebrated in the Daily News. Of
course it wrote on Cromwell from a Nonconformist point of
view—which has really nothing to do with his place in
English history. Much was made of Cromwell's piety—as
if that were his passport to Valhalla. It was remarked that
he always said, “ Trust in God,” and always added, “ Keep
your powder dry.” The Daily News, with its muddle-
headedness where religion is concerned, does not perceive
that these two mottoes destroy each other. Trusting in God
is mistrusting yourself; keeping your powder dry is trusting
in yourself. Cromwell trusted in God theoretically. Prac-
tically he took care to leave God as little as possible to do.

Mr. Will Crooks’' heart is in the right place, but he is
rather apt to be sentimental instead of rational. His protest
against the treatment of poor Daisy Lord does him credit.
But why did he ask, “ What would our great Master have
said in her case ?” Does he fancy that all the people of this
country regard Jesus Christ as their Master ? Christians
are always talking as if they were everybody. They forget
that there are others. Our great Masterl Mr. Crooks
should remember that a newspaper is not a chapel. And,
after all, what does it matter what Jesus Christ would have
said ? The important point is, what do reason and humanity
say ? On a point like that there is a chance of coming to
an agreement; whereas what Jesus Christ said—passing by
what he would say—is still being disputed amongst Chris-
tians themselves after the lapse of nearly two thousand
years.

Christian law, Christian prosecutors, Christian magistrates,
Christian jurymen, a Christian judge, and Christian gaolers,
are responsible for poor Daisy Lord’s horrible position. And
very likely the man who went wrong with her was a good
Christian too. So the less we hear about Christians and
their “ Master ” in this affair the better. We venture to
say—and it really doesn’t require much boldness to say it—
that Daisy Lord’s treatment would have been very different
at the hands of Freethinkers. Freethinkers may not be as
good as Christians pretend to be, but they do listen a little
to the voice of reason and humanity—for the simple reason
that they have nothing else to listen to.

During the trouble with the excursion steamer Queen, of
Southampton, a big German, six feet high, tried to jump
into the first lifeboat before the women and children. When
they pulled him back on the steamer they found ho had four
lifebelts on. He succeeded in jumping into the second life-
boat. We suggest that the Suffragettes should engage him
at a fair salary. They could take him round the country on
show as “ A model voter, and a son of Adam.” Good old
Adam ! God made him (as Portia would say), but still he
wasn't a man. He was a skunk. When we think of it,
there’'s a good deal in the suggestion that Eve saved the
race. Paul thought otherwise—but who was Paul ?

Canon Irton Smith, vicar of Leigh, preached in the parish
church on the Maypole Pit disaster, taking for his text,
“ Shall not the judgo of the earth do right ?”—which, by
the way, is the very point in dispute. The reverend gentle-
man probably thought he was talking profound wisdom, but it
seems to us very shortsighted absurdity. He referred to
volcanic eruptions, and said that they were necessary to
the general safety of the earth’s crust, and that this was
why God allowed them to work such havoc in their
vicinities, even to the wiping out of a whole town of forty
thousand inhabitants, as was the case of St. Pierre, at the
foot of Mont Pelée, in the West Indies. In that catastrophe,
by the way, only one person escaped, and he was a negro
criminal in a prison cell. Now this seems a very odd case
of *“ providential ” preservation ; it suggests a question
which we will put to Canon Smith, and which he ought to
have asked himself. Supposing the volcanic eruption at
Mont Pelée was necessary, from a scientific point of view;
was it also necessary that forty thousand people should be
slain in that awful fashion ? Could not God, who (wo are
told) knew the eruption was coming, give the forty thousand
people notice, so that they might get out of the way of its
destructive fury ? Had he acted in that way, it would have
involved no interference with ordinary physical laws; he
would have done what the Bible says he did a thousand
times of old, and what he is still said to do by all who teach
the doctrine of at least the subjective efficacy of prayer.
Why, then, did not God warn the inhabitants of St. Pierre ?
That is the question which Canon Smith has ot to answer.
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We are living in a redeemed and God-governed wor ~ &
corset-maker is paid 10Jd. a dozen pairs 1 As it takes
day and a half to make a dozen, and that means raPld t]
it follows that she can only earn 3s. 6d. a week |
theless, the Lord reigneth, hallelujah 1

How completely are God’s purposes being thwarted. ~

is said to have set Sunday apart, and commanded his P »
to keep it holy, in order that all the other days might 0
sacred. In point of fact, instead of the one day transtor™"”
the other six, we find the six transforming the one. n
then, is the Divine omnipotence, where the Being who
according to his will everywhere ?

It is really amusing, and not a little instructive, to
the strangely apologetic tone the pulpit has lately adop ~
One preacher says, “ 1 am still old-fashioned ePO “gry,
believe in the literal accuracy of the Genesis creation-B »
and in the fallen condition of the human race”; an® un(j
“ This, my brothers and sisters, is the truth | have n
for myself in the teaching of my Bible, still the ' 0 vy
God to me and another, “ Let the critics babble as™ vce
may, | have not yet lost the courage to avow my accep
of the Virgin Birth and the Resurrection.” Such s *
bravado is symptomatic of an inherent sense of defeam g
is as if the men of God said, each for himself, “1 am a . g
that logic, science, and the spirit of the age, are dead af, »
me ; but still, though unable to justify my beliefs att
of reason, | hold them as tenaciously as ever.”

There is absolutely no proof that a single prayer na

been supernaturally answered, though many prayers n
answered themselves. The important fact, however, B
the majority of prayers find no answers whatsoever. m.%j.

who had most earnestly prayed for the life of a dear one

out avail, and who, in consequence, had turned to "~"QjjOHy
ism, the Rev. D. Warschauer offered the evasive and w
cowardly consolation of the Biblical phrase, 1LNevertu

not as | will, but as Thou wilt.” As if a God of infimt0 Of
could “ will ” to send typhoid fever to kill a young ®a

twenty-three 1

A lady reader of ours at Tonbridge Wells received ™
envelope the other day with a halfpenny stamp on }*
was not fastened up, and the Post Office people looked m , ~
and found that the contents were “ liable to letter rate, o0.
there was I£d. to pay on delivery. What the envolopO™
tained was not worth a millionth part of the three-bal P
It was a specimen of the “ Endless Chain Prayer ” ntlis.g a
A certain man of God, called Lawrence, who was (or dJ-
Bishop, conceived the idiotic idea of drawing up an jo
tionally imbecile prayer which Christian people wc
write out and send on by post to nine other people, ca
whom might send it on to nine other people, ¢Nd thus. o
might go round the world—and keop on going roUlljjiris-
world, so that even the sleepy eye of the do-nothing [a,
tian God couldn’t help seeing it. According to the to
any person who receives this prayer and sends it njno jay
running to nino different people, shall on tho nin
receive some great joy. The document winds up WL VOty
words, “ Please do not break the chain.” But it m a. xjau
dear chain at three-halfpence a link, and tho good Ghr
who sent the prayer to our lady reader must be tryi e
obtain that “ great joy ” very cheaply.

Rev. R. J. Campbell has been talking abou{ }‘IogoB
laboratory "—where, wo suppose, ho turns out New
logians, who are, after all, a good deal behind date.

“ God is training you for heaven,” Mr. Campbell o il
the same sermon. In the case of a good many “ sO
would have been better if God had trainod them for ca
before sending them here.

Rev. Dr. Alexander Whyte, in the British Week < »
that he prayed to God once for the life of a sick “rieDr06iDg
God asked him to show that he was in earnest by ag
to give up one-half of his remaining years, wliateve
might be, to his sick friend. Dr. Whyte sprang to

“in a torrent of sweat,” but he managed to say, *“ jjo
as Thou hast said.” The reverend gentleman saJ Je
doesn’'t know “ how the matter is to end.” We fAnaB>a)
goes on at this rate, he will earn the situation of
vacated by the late Rev. Hugh Price Hughes.

We have received a thick pamphlet headed “ jjgjjgio0*
Carlisle,” and containing the “ Examination in atj of

Knowledge of Pupil Teachers and Children by the ~dflCci9’
Examiners of the Diocesan Education Society an
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ton of Voluntary Schools, held March 18, 1908.” Pages
'538 contain the questions which had to be answered at
“le Examination. We have looked through them carefully,
aud we do not see that one of them bears any relation to
<'e Nispiritual and ethical religion ” which we are asked to
,e€'ieve is taught in Church schools. Take the following, for

"stance. Pupil-teachers were asked, “ How did our Lord
sfend his action in healing the withered hand on the
Sabbath Day?”  This withered-hand story is mere fudge

at the present day, and it is infamous that the time of pupil
sachets should be occupied with such things. Other items
"ere these: “ Describe the Vision of Jacob’s Ladder. What
"as the message to Moses from out the Burning Bush ?”
fancy fairy tales like these being solemnly brought forward
1? a pupil-teachers’ examination in the twentieth century !

,8this sort of stuff that the clergy are fighting to main-
atl, And the Nonconformists are just as bad. The reli-
Sons lessons they uphold in the various Council schools are
0 the same antediluvian character.

n Eut we have not done with thi3 Diocese of Carlisle exami-
ation paper yet. Here is a bit from the afternoon exami-
at>"" of children

Mention briefly an event which happened at each :(—
(i.)  Shechem.
(ii.) Cherith.
(iii.) Dothan.
(iv.) Dan.
(v.) Nineveh.”
~ ljat on earth can it matter what happened at these places ?
e,e reeani Of course) at this time of day. It is only in an
“cation controlled by the clergy that such trivialities
tiU . any room at all. The clergy are simply wasting
e time, and addling the brains, of millions of children,
*0 want every bit of their mental, moral, and physical
is 6 *° meet the demands of secular civilisation. That
» "by, in many respects, England is being left behind in
u®race.

j Mady Grove's letter to the papers on the approaching
a ?rnational Moral Education Congress calls for a little
“ce in our columns. Her ladyship appears to write with
st*P6 authority. She declares that the Congress, in spite of
antte*“‘nnts to the contrary in certain religious papers, is not
fagonistic to the Church. Tho promoters of tho Congress,
i, I0bent on promoting true moral education, do not wish
sim°t extinction of true religion in teaching,” which would
[ ,P*Yy “ paralyse” education instead of vivifying it. Her
a 7sbip winds up with an extraordinary slap at tho French
g, lon, whom she seems to regard as very wicked “ infidels.”
an? aRser”s that tho choice of those who really want religion
,» unot sectarianism in the schools, must lie “ between what
. 0 Congress will propose and expound, and what is to be
iQm Franco to-day—secularism, ostentatiously freo from
~ religious or ethical bias, naked and unashamed.” We
o Po this does not represent the mind of tho promoters of
Congress. M it deéB, thoy might a= well save thoir time
“uu money aud declare the Congress “ off.” Even a lady
““at be told tho plain truth when blio talks pestilent non-
»Use in public. Lady 6rove must ®e very ignorant.of..the
°f tho case if she belioves that Secular Education in
taatlee is without ethical character. French children are
8ht natural morality, and the manuals of othics and
of ,i °8y used in tho schools are vastly superior to anything
s Wo kind we havo in England. We trust tho official ropre-
tatives of tho International Moral Education Congress
, hasten to correct Lady Grove's wanton attack on French
Secularism.”

theEr. Clifford has been declaring at Berlin that “ Christ is

centre of unity.” Meanwhile, the raco in battleships

?u between Christian England and Christian Germany,

m its about throo to one that the most Christian nation
m win.

p.They had a Shakespeare at the Baptist Congress in

purlin.  But it was not William—nor anything like him.

“body could fancy Wailliam Shakespeare a Baptist—not
Dr. Clifford.

ibst 0 iV ~r' Campbell Morgan went to Aberystwyth to
olftl), y Foreign Missions. His defence was of the usual
. «P character, and has boen exposed times without
r er’ Cue of his points, however, we feel called upon to
Catij6.” u&mely, that “ only those who belong to the Church
bict °f10 4an uudorstand foreign missions.” As a matter of
stUj ior°>gn missions can bo understood by all who caro to
*benf -6tn’ ant*those who investigate tho facts concerning
grOu "‘thout prejudice soon discover that on no rational
Mo “as, "batover can they be justified. The gist of Dr.

"an s eloquent defence came to this: We Christians are
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the best people on earth, and this wonderful pre-eminence
we owe to Christianity, the only absolutely perfect religion
in existence. Therefore, let us send messengers abroad into
all the world, to make our unique greatness universally
known and respected, and to inform the heathen that if they
wish to become great and noble, they must renounce their
own religions and adopt ours. That, in a word, is the real
motive and explanation of Foreign Missions.

The Rev. J. B. Stedeford, in the exercise of an exception-
ally discerning mind, has just made the marvellous dis-
covery that “ the Churches cannot do without the people.”
This discovery has the high merit of being absolutely
genuine. The Churches really cannot do without the people,
and yet, strange to say, they are obliged to do with a con-
stantly diminishing number of them, which looks ominous.

Of all contemptible things on this planet, the chief is
Christian humility. “ 1 am unworthy,” each Christian
exclaims on bended knees. On their feet they are all
high-minded and haughty, pretending to be the only
“ worthy ” people in the world.

“ What is this latest yarn about Bradlaugh ? The Rev.
Mr. Weller, who preaches in the City (probably to the
sexton and the clerk), says that in one of his very last
letters Bradlaugh admitted that he 1no longer dared to say
“ There is no God.”* Mr. Weller is bound, in honor, to pro-
duce tho letter. As a matter of fact, Bradlaugh never did
make the assertion which he is supposed to have repented
of. Let Mr. Weller refer us to a line in any of the dead
man’s writings containing it Being au infinitely greater
priest than Mr. Weller, he had the modesty of greatness;
and being an infinitely more religious man than Mr. Weller,
he had the reverence of intellectual honesty—he simply said
11 do not know.” And if Death has revealed the great
secret to him, he is now an archangel—and some day Mr.
Weller will pay him homage.” —John Bull.

There was a Salvationist wedding the other day at
Balham. The affair was advertised, with a threepenny
charge for admission, and a collection before going out.
That is the ruling passion in these people. General Booth
exhibited his dead wife in her coffin for so much a head.

General Booth has been having “ wonderful receptions”
in South Africa. He will get some wonderful receptions
nearer homo if he doosn’t answer Mr. Munson's book.

We regretted tho other day that Mr. Robert Blatchford
had taken to talking about ” God " again. Ilu last week's
number of his paper wo noted an answer to a correspondent
to the effect that—" The word ‘ God’ is used, as we com-
monly use it, as a synonym for ‘ Nature 'or ‘* World-forces.” ”
Mr. Blatchford seems to be a Socialist in everything except
tho Dictionary. There he is a thorough Individualist.
Words are to mean anything he likes. It might do him good,
however, to reflect that accurate thinking is impossible
without accurate language; and that a journalist should
write, not to understand himself, but to be understood by
his readers.

The Boston Independent has an article on “ The Atheist
Drum,” with reference to the * misguided youth ” called
Joseph Bates, who insists on preaching Atheism in the town,
to the intense annoyance of the Christians, who think tho
town belongs to them. Our Conservative contemporary
winds up with a brilliant and original sarcasm. “ The Atheist
drum,” it says, “ makes a loud noise. But it is hollow.” So
is the Christian drum. Every drum is hollow. It wouldn't
be a drum otherwise.

In our Boston contemporary’s article wo see the statement
that a leaflet was distributed at one of Mr. Bates’'s meetings
containing tho Rev. J. Weller’s lying story about Bradlaugh's
saying that he no longer “ dared” to make the confident
denial of his earlier days, “ Thero is no God.” Tho Inde-
pendent must know that the Rev. J. Weller's story was
exposed by Bradlaugh’s daughter, Mrs. Bradlaugh-Bonner, in
tho Daily Telegraph; but the lie is still circulated, in spite
of the exposure, which shows that the Independent is a
truly Christian paper. We congratulate it on the orthodox
purity of its principles.

We are glad to see from the Boston Guardian that the
crowd is getting more friendly towards Mr. Bates. It
reports that while he was lecturing on Bargate-green, a
member of tho audience frequently interrupted, and ex-
pressed his intention of interrupting as long as the meeting
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continued. Mr. Bates then appealed to the audience for
fair play, and they promptly shifted the inspired inter-
rupter outside. We also see by the Guardian that the
Chief Constable’s summons against Mr. Bates for “ obstruc-
tion ”—at a spot where Salvationists and other Christians
are allowed to obstruct as much as they please—is to be
heard on Friday, September 25. In the circumstances, Mr.
Bates declares that he will go to prison rather than pay any
fine.

The New York Sun of August 26 contains a long account
of the suicide of the Rev. Albert Trick, a retired Presby-
terian clergyman, who suffered from loss of sight, loss of
income, and general despondency. He once attracted the
attention of his whole Church by his vigorous defence of
the Higher Criticism of the Bible, delivered before the
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 1893, before
which the Rev. C. A. Briggs laid his appeal from the action
of the New York Presbytery in expelling him for heresy.
Mr. Trick left a pathetic letter to his family, and another
letter to his friend Dr. Dowd, in which he wrote bitterly
about the worldliness of the Church. He declared that
America’s great Trinity was “ success, pleasure, and gold.”
The average man cared nothing for what Jesus taught; but
a better day was dawning, in which all superstitions will
have passed away, and “ truth, justice, love, liberty, purity,
and humanity, shall rule.” The Church, however, cared for
none of these things. But its day was nearly over. Yes,
and the reign of Jesus was over too. People were “ no more
bound by what he taught, did, and thought than they are
by the precepts of Robert Ingersoll,” and already “ follow
this exemplary and kindly and honest American more than
they do the Oriental.”

Jingo Fitchett, the Australian man of God who found a
little goldmine in the literature of blood and slaughter, has

just published a book on The Beliefs of Unbelief. We
haven't read it—having better work to do. But we see
the statement in the Daily Chronicle review that “ he

bowls over agnostic and atheistical arguments in a spirit
of great enjoyment.” We don't doubt the enjoyment.
Fighting absent enemies is exhilarating enough to a man
of Mr. Fitchett’'s build. But that he “ bowls over” any
arguments—Freethought or other—is far too flattering to
his powers of mind. This reverend gentleman is intel-
lectually on the level of the common-garden street-corner
preacher.

The Daily News regards the Bible as inspired, but is not
too familiar with its contents. The following story, taken
from our contemporary’s editorial columns, will illustrate our
meaning:—

“ To-day’s story: ‘ Move up, you Jew,’ said the American
in the 'buB, rather peremptorily, but the man next him
merely shrugged his shoulders and said, ‘| don’t move for
an American.” ‘But—but one of my ancestors signed the
Declaration of Independence,’ returned the American, loftily.
‘ One of mine signed the Ten Commandments,’ was the re-
joinder.”

According to the Bible, tho Ten Commandments were
written “ with the finger of God.” If anybody signed them
it must have been Yahveh. He was the Jew-God, but we
did not know he was a Jew, or that he had a family.

Tho South London Free Press must be very short of
matter to print two columns’ report of a Brockwell Park
address by Mountebank Waldron. We don’t intend to notice
his fooleries, but we will correct one of his statements. He
said that the Secularists had “ an office in a side street in
the neighborhood of St. Paul’s,” but “ they had to clear out
because they could not pay their rent.” “ Sir,” said Dr.
Johnson on a similar occasion, “ he lies, and he knows it.”
Neither at Stationers’ Hall Court nor at 2 Newcastle-street
have the Secularists been unable to pay their rent. The
change was made for the sake of more commodious (and
more expensive) premises. There was never a penny of rent
owing at Stationers’ Hall Court; there is not a penny of rent
owing at 2 Newcastle-street. Mountebank Waldron is a
born liar, and long practice has perfected his native talent.
This would handicap a man in some professions, but in
Mountebank Waldron’s profession it is an elegant and useful
accomplishment.

Frances Willard says, “ Live as if He were, and you will
soon come to find that He is.” That is precisely how lies
come to be taken as truths. That is exactly how illusions
get to be regarded as realities. Live as if there were a God,
and at last, far hence, you may, perhaps, learn to believe
that he really is. Such is the religious life, oven at its best.
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Marie Fillon, writing in the Sunday Chronicle
“ Prussianising the Pole,” gives the following illustra

of the beauty of applied religion:—

“ The schools are another source of persecution, keca”’ S®
the Prussians’ attempts to stamp out the Polish lanf
The Poles are a Roman Catholic people, and this fac
not please their masters, who do all in their power ™"
the priests and abolish Roman Catholic churches,
ligion’ is taught to the Polish children by Gernun®*
who try to force their charges to say their prayersin Ge
This leads to all sorts of struggles, for the children *et jucd
pray in any language but their own. For persistent r ~
they are beaten, and little mites of seven years oid ® “y
seen with cuts and bruises all over their bodies, inflic
German masters during the ‘ religion ' lessons.”

We need not comment on what tells its own tale so clearly-

Rev. John McNeill lost a good friend in that make-
most-of-both-worlds Christian, the late Lord Overtoun-
appears to be obliged to settle down to a particular cbur »
He has undertaken the Rev. F. B. Meyer's church to
year. Mr. Meyer has taken his wonderful gifts abroad
that period—as a sort of religious commercial traveller-
sends home good reports, but we haven't heard of
orders.

Evan Roberts is said to be getting better. The
Revival nearly settled him. But he won't run the sa”™
risk again. Welsh Revivals only occur every fifty *
The dear young man will have to join the Salvation Ar

now if he resumes business.

“ Regarding a man named Van Wyck, who has j
posing in Burma as a former private secretary to Co
Ingersoll and a lecturer for tho Freethought m°veu*c a
but who now professes to have ‘found Jesus,’ we ha .
letter from Mr. C. P. Farrell, Colonel Ingersoll's brothc »
law and publisher. Mr. Farrell writes from GreenW
Conn., under date of August 6:—

‘Mr. Thomas McLean Van Wyck was a neeru‘
of a young man who was in the theatrical business Wil
came to me to sell the Colonel’s books on the lecture to s
1898-'99. He was a great reader and fond of arguin,
His father was a New York lawyer—some connection 0 «

Mayor Van Wyck. “ Tom” was a Catholic. When h
me he was shy in his account 150 dollars. He went in  w#
army and went to the Phillipine Islands. | think h 0%

much impressed by the Colonel’s lectures. He never P
for or did anything for Freethought that I am awa

He was never in any way employed by Colonel Inf® j
He still owes me the 150 dollars, and | guess always -J
do not think he has ever been any comfort to his ja
and | think he will pose as anything to make a dollar.

The best that can bo said of Van Wyck is, that ~a”™Dy
been a Freethinker his character was such that his .IQL
the Church would have benefited both parties.”— Truth*6

(New York).

An “ Important Notice ” has been posted up in the
ing Catholic sanctuaries in London, that Catholics nafl®
married in the presence of a Catholic priest, and that p[g.
ceremony of marriage in a Registrar’s Office or ma j
testant Church will not only be unlawful, but null~ »
void,” and Catholics who go through such ceremony g
not be married in the sight of God.” Here are j
“ crammers.” Marriages that are legal in England @ aB
be made “ null and void ” by tie Rope, aod tubk & ~ Gvilst
knows no more about 1the sight of God' than the
ignorant man in Rome.

n
The poor old Pope says that Liberty is trampled npg js
France by those who have declared war upon God— is

all fudge. His Holiness rejoices that “ the Holy , a&,jpiy
honored throughout the streets of London "—which s/

means that Catholic processions behind the Mass a
yet broken up, though nobody knows how long this ms
folly will be tolerated in the public thoroughfares.

Mrs. Wilkins, aged seventy-three, was worshipat™ »
Oversea Baptist Chapel, near Burton. On rising e
prayers she suddenly expired. There is no safety * Do
righteous even in the Lord’s sanctuary. Death naa jJjay
distinctions. What the Bible says of men and beas ~ fljj
be said of Freethinkers and Christians—*“ Yea, they ha
one breath.” .

o . o %at@&

A missionary-van went out West in the United Ogt.”
fresh and trim, bearing the inscription, “ In God a
After a time it came back, dilapidated and dirty,
further inscription, “ By God, we're bu’st.”
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

Sunday, September 13, Queen’s (Minor) Hall, Langham-place,
London, W., at 7.30, “ General Booth on the Woman
Question.”

September 20, 27, Queen’s (Minor) Hall.

Glasgow ; 11, Leicester ; 18, Manchester ; 25, Stanley
Ball, London.

To Correspondents.

Trﬁf E>resident’s Honorarium Fund: Previously acknowledged,
nnual Subscriptions, £221 15s. Received since.—R. E. D.,
“8; N. S. Munday, 10s. 6d.; J. G. Findlay (2nd. sub.),
5 " A rS'Crummy, 2s. 6d.; J. Bland, 5s. ; W. Cromack,

Polkinghom.—Being sent as desired. Glad you are so
Peased with the Freethinker. You touch the bed-rock in one
Part of your letter. Society will always be what knowledge
,hd education make it; man’s possession of truth, in various
°rms, decides his civilisation. Without dealing with politics
S all, in this journal, we are therefore doing more for the
Qture of society than most of those who boast of being

practical.”
j -W e,.—jt wijii be useful. Thanks.
® Rand.—T hanks for paper, but the matter marked is a little
ndshlr " keat” 'n journal. Glad to have your good

Ball.—Y our weekly batch of cuttings is very welcome,
g' eHenderson.—Mr. Foote is keeping well. Thanks.
' N-.Hodds, 182 Philip-street, Newcastle-on-Tyne, has been
jPPNInted Secretary of the local N. S. S. Branch, in succession
j, ®r- Elstob, who had to resign in consequence of removal.
— Our knowledge of the Byron verses referred to is confined
owhat “ J. F. C. F.” said about them in our columns. Perhaps
.6 will say more on the subject. We are not particularly
q nterested in Byron’s remote ancestors.
e Bencher.—Thanks for cutting from the Birmingham Daily
It is, as we said, common for newspapers to print
bfistian with a capital “ C” and Atheist with a small “ a.”
Wk note, too, that the Blasphemy Laws against Freethinkers
re “ not obsolete,” but the more recont laws against Catholic
Processions belong to “ musty old archives.” Christians make
Rd interpret the law to suit themselves.
VBolefes.— Pleased to hear that the Liverpool Branch “ saints ”
ad such a good time, in such glorious weather, at Mr. Bonte’s
Renerous invitation: and that forty sat down to tea—a sacred

<Cromack.—Yes, that year’'s imprisonment was a grim reality,
R°ugh one may smile now in looking back to it.
*M— Too late for this week ; in our next. Glad you have got
8a new subscriber, who “ says he has really enjoyed life since
j Raing the Freethinker."
' Byrne—We are going to deal at length with the Rev. James
~ seller and his Bradlaugh fiction ; probably in our next issue.
e Secular Society, Limited, oOffice is at 2 Newcastle-street,
arringdon-street, E.C.
Jf National Secular Society's Office is at 2 Newcastle-street,
Le arr’n8don-gtreet’ E.C.
rrsRs for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed
lie® 2 ~ ewcasHe-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.
GURE Notices must reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-
feet, E.C., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be
jluserted.
who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by
q Marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.
p.ERs for literature should be sent to the Manager of the
Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.,
p axi not to the Editor.
aRSONs remitting for literature by stamps are specially requested
3 sond halfpenny stamps.

ofK*reet,iinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing
,™ce, post freOi at the following rates, prepaid :—One year,
g us. 6d.; half year, 5s. 3d. J three months, 2s. 8d.

@ L* or Advertisements: Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every suc-
Beding ten words, Gd. Ditplayed Advertisements :—One inch,
8 6d.; half column, £1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special
6il»s for repetitions.

Personal and Otherwise.

are times when a man has to talk about

an”™ the most modest way of doing it is to

.Be first personal singular and speak with perfect
yUghtforwardness.

Rhd the Freethinkers who read this journal,

Q”ho value its work, to see whether they cannot

Or
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make up at once the £80 or so which is still needed
to bring the President’s Honorarium Fund up to the
amount suggested in the original appeal.

The money is really needed just now for other than
personal objects. | have undertaken fresh responsi-
bilities, and | trust my friends will help me to bear
them. | am not asking them at present for direct
assistance. If they subscribe that £80 | will devote
it to this object.

Shareholders in the Freethought Publishing Com-
pany, Limited, will understand what 1 mean when |
tell them that the Directors have acted upon the
suggestion made in their late circular letter, which
was accepted with practical unanimity.

It was impossible to continue any longer on the
old lines. | could go on working without salary, but
I could not go on, as | have been obliged to for some
time, finding money out of my own pocket to keep
the ball rolling. In the interest of the Freethinker,
which is, after all, the main thing, I have taken it
and all its adjuncts into my own hands. This gives
me certain assets, which are not easily realisable ;
and certain liabilities, which have to be promptly
discharged. It also saddles me with the task of
conducting the business, at least for the present, at
a loss. My friends will understand, therefore, why
I have been “ busy behind the scenes ” of late, and
why | shall have to be very busy for some time in
completely reorganising affairs at 2 Newcastle-street.

There is no cause for alarm. | do not wish to
frighten anyone. | have just stepped into the
breach, as | have often done before; and | shall
probably get through all my difficulties while 1 have
health and strength. But | believe | have friends
who will feel bound to lend a hand.

There is not time to go more fully into details at
this juncture. Suffice it to say, just now, that there
are circumstances (caused by persecuting laws and
bigoted feeling) which place the Freethinker in a
special position of disadvantage. We are obliged to
live, as it were, more expensively than other enter-
prises, because of our perpetual insecurity. This
disadvantage would be counterbalanced by a muoh
increased circulation of the paper, and a larger sale
of other publications. As for the circulation of the
paper, it is a good deal better than it was three or
four years ago, and it will be better still during the
coming winter if its friends in every part of the
country try to place it in fresh hands with a view to
securing fresh subscribers.

The great thing to do at once is to make up that
£80 anyhow. It will not enable me to meet the
liabilities already referred to, but it will give me a
little breathing space. And if | get that | will take
the hill in front of me with a firm and confident step.

G. W. Foote.

Sugar Plums.

There was a capital gathering at Queen’s Hall on Sunday
evening to hear Mr. Footo’s lecture on “ Bradlaugh’'s Recan-
tation "—including a fair sprinkling of ladies and a large
number of strangers. The lecture was very warmly
applauded, and followed throughout with that close atten-
tion which is the highest compliment a speaker can receive.
One of Mr. Foote’s auditors was Mr. Wallace Nelson, who is
on a visit to England from Australia, after twenty-two years’
absence. Mr. Nelson will be remembered by some of the
older “ saints.” He lectured on Freethought for some years
at the antipodes, then joined the Labor party and entered
parliament. He is now engaged in press work, and is
gathering material for special articles in the influential
paper with which he is connected. Mr. Nelson, of course, is
still an ardent Freethinker. He said that he thoroughly
enjoyed himself on Sunday evening

Mr. Foote’s second lecture of this Queen’s Hall course
will be on “ General Booth and the Woman Question.”
General Booth's two manifestoes on this subject before
leaving England for another foreign trip have been praised
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by the press, even by the “ advanced ” press. Mr. Foote
will subject them to a different treatment and show what
they really amount to. We appeal to Freethinkers to induce
as many ladies as they can to attend this lecture. Every
effort should be made to rescue the actual and potential
mothers of the race from the incubus of Christianity.

The Star was good enough to announce Mr. Foote’s lecture
on “ Bradlaugh's Recantation,” and a very fair report of the
lecture appeared in Monday’s Morning Advertiser. Other
papers seem to have been too busy to do justice to a great
Atheist.

Mr. Foote’s Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh contains
more of the great “ Iconoclast’'s ” personality than anything
else that was written soon after his death. It gives a better
idea of Bradlaugh in some of the great moments of his
career than could be gathered from a formal biography.
This thick pamphlet is the first of a number of publications
which are to be offered for sale at a reduced price in view of
the new position of the business at 2 Newcastle-street.
Instead of sixpence, this pamphlet can now be obtained for
twopence. All who purchase it at this price will have “ a
bargain.”

The New York Truthseeker reproduces our article on
Byron, in reply to Mr. Cecil Chesterton, who claimed the
poet as a Christian. We are glad to see that Mr, E. M.
Macdonald, the Truthseeker editor, reports an improvement
in his physical condition.

Mr. Wishart, who is still “ missioning” for the N. S. S.
Executive in South Yorkshire and South Lancashire,
visited Leigh recently and delivered the first Freethought
lecture heard there for a long while. He had a good meet-
ing, which would have been quite orderly if it had not been
for a zealous Christian, who had to be removed by the
police Leigh is seven miles from Wigan, and a few
“saints” there have decided to join the Wigan Branch.
We hear that the district Freethinkers are anxiously look-
ing forward to a visit from Mr. Foote.

We hope a good many of our readers take the Humani-
tarian—the little monthly organ of the Humanitarian
League, 53 Chancery-lane, London, W.C. It always gives
us pleasure to call attention to this publication. The
September number contains much interesting matter—as
far as the crusade against cruelty can be called *“ inter-
esting.” One item is “ Shakespeare and Johnson on Vivi-
section,” by G. W. Foote. On a later page, an extract is
given from Mr. Foote’s Shadow of the Sword, under the
heading of “How to Prevent Wars.” We mention these
things just to show that the Humanitarian is conducted on
lines of tolerance and impartiality. Before putting the pen
down, we should like to refer to Mr. Joseph Collinson’s
important article on “ Imprisonment for Debt,” with special
relation to the Proceedings of the Select Committee, presided
over by that hopeless statesman, Mr. Herbert Gladstone.
Twelve thousand poor people are imprisoned for debt every
year, and are now treated like common criminals. It is
shocking to think of the mass of misery which this
represents.

Mr. Tom Robertson has resigned the secretaryship of the
Glasgow Branch, which he has held so long and with so
much benefit to the Society. His reasons are very simple.
His business is making ever greater claims on his time and
energy, and unfortunately he does not enjoy robust health.
He remains on the Branch committee, and will help in the
work as far as possible. Not a shadow of friction exists
between him and his fellow committee men, who hold him
(as we do) in the very highest respect. Mr. Robertson's
successor in the secretaryship is Mr. William Owen.

RUSKIN ON “ DIVINE” NATURE.

Do you know, Susie, everything that has happened to me
(and the leaf | sent you this morning may show you it has
had seme hurting in it) is little in comparison to the crush-
ing and depressing effect on me, of what | learn day by day
as | work on, of the cruelty and ghastliness of the nature |
used to think so Divine ?—Hortus Inclusus, p. 151.

But indeed man is, and was always, a blockhead and
mdullard ; much readier to feel and digest, than to think and
mconsider.  Prejudice, which he pretends to hate, is his
absolute lawgiver; mere use-and-wont everywhere leads
him by the nose.— Carlyle.
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The Foreknowledge of Jesus.—Y.

(Concluded from p. 565.)

It is a fact not admitting of doubt that the acc®°°Rg
of the great prediction ascribed to Jesus in the twW »
Synoptical Gospels were derived from copies oi
earlier Gospel—probably that “ according to
Hebrews "—which prediction, in its most prim*
form, was composed “ before that generation »
passed away,” or was supposed to have “PaS .
away.” The exact date of the composition of ~
“ prophecy ” cannot now be fixed, but it must
placed after, not before, the destruction of the oy
city in A.p. 70. Of this there can be no doubt,
the original writer was absolutely certain of
occurrence of that event, as well as of the tern
sufferings of his countrymen during the siege, a”
the unspeakable horrors attending it. To ratio
critics the only wonder is that the second pal
the prediction which time had proved to be fa*8 ~»
the second coming of Jesus to judge the w°

“ immediately after ” the destruction of Jer“safrg
and before that generation had “ passed away '

not eliminated by the three second century edi
who compiled the Synoptical Gospels. How, then,
the latter fact to be accounted for ? , 1

The most probable explanation is that in the
of these compilers the second portion of the pre ~
tion v as too well known to be omitted in a d°calf6
professing to be a correct copy of the Gospel. M°(Qj
over, the people in that age were not critical, ,
any doubts that might arise could easily be reva®
by some plausible explanation or far-fetched re »
cilement—as is practised with credulous °r
thinking believers to-day. Hence, all three Synoptj8 '’
doubtless, thought it better to transcribe the w
text of the document, leaving to Christian teac ©
the task of interpreting or explaining away the m »
glaring of the Gospel falsehoods—an exarnPI® ,,
which is preserved in the “ Second Epistle of R®

The result of our examination of the grand n
phecy” put in the mouth of Jesus can be given
few words. That much-lauded individual—or,
is the same thing, the writer of the “ prophecy
had little or no knowledge of the past history o
Jews : this is proved by his reference to the “a° j.
nation of desolation” in the Book of Df0 @
neither, again, had he the smallest foreknowledg
the many disastrous and terrible events in store ©
that unhappy nation subsequent to the captur t
Jerusalem by the Romans, nor of any of the g
events of history which should afterwards &a“~rQOat
world. He knew of nothing between the gf®
catastrophe of A.D. 70 and the end of the wor»
nothing whatever—not even Of the still more
crushing defeat of his countrymen by the R°m>®%®
in A.D. 185. by

Now the complete lack of prescience show
Jesus in the portion of the prediction which 18 J,eu
to the test of time must be taken into acoount ™~
considering the alleged foreknowledge attribu G0Q,
him in the case of the destruction of Jerus ~
When it is borne in mind that there is not a s/je®
of evidence that the prediction of the last-D» Yy
event was uttered before A.D. 70, it would be *re-
ridiculous to credit the Christian Savior WL joBjve
knowledge in this case, when we have cone
proof that he possessed none in the other.

There can, then, be nok the Sllsghtéﬁ doub
the whole “ prophecy ” is of the S@me character
the sermon on the Mount—a purely literary 10
sition—and that it was never spoken extenip”oie
the disciples, as represented. The key to the of
composition is to be found in the stateDae”e8.
Josephus, already quoted, concerning the Es« tell
“ There are also among them who undertake ."ng
things to come by reading the holy books...
perpetually conversant in the discourses of the TFf jOg
That such a method of manufacturing “ propn is
was practised by Christians in the first centuggm-
beyond question: the Book of Revelation

a8
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P4ed in this way ; the apologetics of the early Chris-

4an “ Fathers ” are also of this character.
f&udulent system of deception was, no doubt,
legitimate,

\Vgtthday considered

Such a
in
and even praise-

author's method of concocting this grand
Prophecy was simply to paraphrase scraps of unful-
ed predictions from the Hebrew scriptures, more
j?pecially those relating to judgments to come upon

| 6 Jewish nation in

this

Gospel Sayings.
jo. att. xxiv. 29. “ But imme-
ttine y;,after tli® tribulation of
J days, the sun shall be
tint aned>and the moon shall
,?Iv®her light, and the stars

ton, “yom heaven, and the
9n ers f the heavens shall be

xxiv-_30- “ And then
all the tribes of the earth
nmoum.**

tljhuke xxiii. 30. “ Then shall
Ialtf I]Osalg/ to the moun-
all on us, and

|III8>Cover us.”
* And tbe

&dlagee ﬁ%(e' n o’f man comin
j, ‘he clouds of heaven with
er and great glory.”

‘tfatt. xxiv. 33. “ So ye also
. en ye gee an tjlese things,
a 1? ye that he is nigh, eve»
&tth®doors.”
tj uhe xxi. 28. “ But when
p, S things begin to come to
j *°0k up, and lift up your
, “Us; because your redemption
flraneth nigh.”

’\rth’\i xx v' 33, “ Heaven and

»on? Pass away> hut my
aashall not pass away.”
a xxiv. 30. “ But of that

hot & ~our knoweth no one,
ne;,?\Ven the angels in heaven,

Wily >* e ®on>hot the Father

tiN att. xxiv. 42-43. “ Watch

davtfore: f°r ye know not what

lbist °Ur hjord cometh. But

We i n°w’ that if the master of

tvat ?70U8 had known in what

Wbnn thief was coming, he
have watched.”

Matt. xyiy. 44. “ Therefore
tha, e a'ao ready : for in an hour
U, ye think not, the Son of

an cometh ”
Jr.

“ the
Ohg are the chief items in the second portion of
wonderful “ prediction

latter days.” The fol-

Older W ritings.

Isaiah xiii. 9-10. “ Behold
the day of the Lord cometh
the stars of heaven and the con-
stellations thereof shall not give
their light: the sun shall be in
darkness in his going forth, and
the moon shall not cause her
light to shine.”

2 Esd. xvi. 39. “ And the
world shall mourn, and sorrows
shall come upon it on every
side.”

Rev. i. 7. “ And all the tribes
of the earth shall mourn.”

Hos. x. 8. “ And they shall
say to the mountains, Cover us,
tandh® the hills, Fall on us.”

Dan. vii. 13-14. “ And be-
hold there came with the clouds
of heaven one like the Son of
man...... and there was given
him dominion and glory.”

2E8d.ix.1-2; ii. 34. “ When
thou seest part of the signs
past, which | have told thee
before, then thou shalt under-
stand that it is the very same
time wherein the Most High
will begin to visit the world...
For he is nigh at hand that
shall come in the end of the
world.”

Isaiah xI. 8. “ The grass
withereth, the flower fadeth,
but the word of your God shall
stand for ever."

Zech. xiv. 7. “ But it shall
be one day that is known unto
the Lord.”

2 Esd. ii, 13. “ The kingdom
of heaven is already prepared
for you : watch."

Rev. iii 3. “ If therefore
thou shalt not watch, 1 will
come as a thief, and thou shalt
not know what hour I will come
upon thee.”

2 Esd. ii. 35. “ Be ye ready
for the reward of the kingdom,
for everlasting light shall shine
upon you for evermore.”

18 second batch of bogus sayings completes the

48 . “ prophecy”

attributed to the Gospel Jesus.

je, wHll, no doubt, be at once perceived, no foreknow-
m  Was necessary for the composition, the only
gluisites being writing materials and a copy of the

tvh' ' W 8Cr'Ptures-
be fi
rev'

cInff Wers >they are nothing less than

j ted nonsense.”

Ina'ie WP this so-called
y de8°ribed in the words of one of Carlisle’s

The whole bundle of sayings

“prophecy" can only

“a heap of

8 £ inclusion | feel constrained to say that some

°nl

g j historical Jesus at

P?e°fci°n was bound to be written ; for the

all likely to havo been

fatj' ,ed>after his death, by the Nazarenes was the

for

Ic mentioned by Josephus (Wars, vi.,

v., 8), who

8ev’n and a half years (AD. 62-70) went up and

n ~he country crying

Woe, woe, to Jerusalem,”

*h "as scourged by the Roman procurator (Albinus),

catn
ipe

all questions as to who he was ? whence he
wby he predicted disasters on his country-

Whe 1 Maintained an obstinate silence, and who
n released went about, as before, uttering the
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same doleful cry. One can easily imagine, after the
fall of the holy city, the credulous Essenes (more
especially if this Jesus belonged to their sect) saying
“ Truly this was a eon of God” (Matt, xxvii. 54).
To those who say that this fanatic lived too late,
because the real Jesus was contemporary with Paul
and the apostles James, John, and Cephas (Gal. i.
18-19; ii. 9; 1 Cor. xv. 5-8; etc.), | would ask in
reply—“ When did Paul live ?” If this question can
be answered satisfactorily, we can easily get an
approximate date for Jesus. For this purpose, the
Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles, being demon-
strably unbhistorical, are, of course, inadmissible :
only the remaining portion of the New Testament
and any independent outside testimony can be used

H N\
as evidence. RbYatadabra.

Christ in Lodgings.

AN indubitable and, in many ways, refreshing
example of simple humor and the frankly common-
place has been achieved at a leading London theatre
by that well-known humorist, Mr. Jerome K. Jerome,
in the production of his play, The Passing of the
Third Floor Back.

We have all been courteously informed in the
“ puff preliminary ” that this play was to be a dra-
matic answer to the insane question, “ If Christ
came to London ?”

In a squalid house tenanted by a motley collection
of human beings, who seem to havo escaped from
one of George R. Sims’s melodramas, Jesus Chris
comes as a “ paying guest.” One by one these people
get “chummy” with the Second Person of the
Trinity. There is no mention of miracle; but the
old familiar games of the Gospels begin again. The
sacrosanct paying guest does not turn the tea into
coffee, or make the last sardine in the tin feed the
whole of the guests of the lodging-house. Nor does
he restore a deceased landlady to life to her amazed
and sorrowing relatives, after they have spent the
club money. Mr. Jerome is merciful, and spares us
these “ chestnuts.” None the less, the divine lodger
does work miracles. The landlady no longer puts
margarine on the breakfast table instead of “ eighteen-
penny Dorset.” The retired soldier is transformed
from a cadger and a bully into an officer and a gen-
tleman. The lady guest, who uses a powder-puff not
wisely but too well, forgets her cosmetics and
becomes an imitation Joan of Arc. The shady
company promoter forgets that he is a “ circumcised
Christian,” and flushes once more with pride in the
ancient name of Jew. It is all splendid, but it is
not serious drama. It reminds the haidened old
playgoer of the time when, as a toddler in frocks, he
saw Cinderella transformed by the fairy, whilst the
“ pumpkin ” coach waited at the “ wings ” alongside
of the bedizened and bejewelled ballet-girls.

One thing really troubles us in the midst of our
delight. Mr. Forbes Robertson’s great gifts should
be reserved for noble works, and not squandered on
amiable trivialities. The majestic presence uf the
man, his splendid voice, his superb dignity, these
splendid Eilts are wasted in The Passing of the Third
Floor Back.

The net result of the whole thing is a production
which, in spite of its obviousness and its many
defects, does really add to Mr. Jerome’s reputation
as a humorist. This story of the Trinity-in-Unity
in Lodgings is likely to be more popular than Three
Men in a Boat. Thousands appreciate the delightful
and humorous idyll of our good grey river; but
merry England is paved with thirty millions of
people, mostly—Christians. M

Philosophy complains that Custom has hoodwinked us
from the first; that we do everything by Custom, even
Believe by it.— Carlyle.
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Wanted—A Spook.

By Austin Bierbower.

The greatest question of the present time is whether
man shall live after this life. If any being were
restored from death it would be sufficient evidence
of future existence. We have, however, not the
evidence. There are many who pretend to have it,
claiming to produce spirits or miraculous cures;
but there is no evidence of the genuineness of these.
If Spiritualists could produce one being that would
stand the examination of scientists, it would be
enough. Almost every negro claims to have seen
ghosts; miraculous cures are alleged by a number of
religions; Spiritualists produce many spirits from
the other world which give their communications ;
evidences of the supernatural are not wanting; but
what is wanting is a conviction that these are real.
Some few people are convinced, but they are very
few and very incompetent to pass judgment on the
evidence. No good lawyer, accustomed to sift evi-
dence, would admit that a ghost or spirit is proven.
No scientist or historian would admit it. No miracu-
lous cure has been established on indisputable
authority.

Those who allege manifestations of the super-
natural should busy themselves to get the proofs.
Any one case would be sufficient to establish the
supernatural in man, but the case has to be proven
beyond a reasonable doubt. The benefits, however,
are worth the effort to so prove it. Some of the
owners of dime museums would give millions of
dollars for a real ghost—not such as is in the minds
of negroes and superstitious persons, but such as
appeals to all and may be observed by all. We
should like to have a ghost that we can see and feel
and hear talk, not such as vaguely appears to the
mind of a medium or insane person. Anyone who
knows the working of the mind knows that such
people can believe readily in ghosts, and pretend to
be actuated by them, but sensible people are not
ready to take the sayings of the insane as true.
Many frauds are practiced on the publio which
should be discriminated from those who have
genuine evidence. The Society of Psychical Re-

search is too easily humbugged. Some members
of it are convinced when practical and scien-
tific men cannot be. We want real evidence of

a ghost or spirit such as will satisfy the best minds.
There is no reason why the evidence should not be
forthcoming, if ghosts or spirits do exist so abund-
antly. Proofs in the dark ought to yield to proofs in
the light. The supernatural world, if such exists,
ought to be compelled to manifest itself, and to do
so clearly. We have plenty of evidence of material
facts, and they are not disputed. The facts of
history and science are generally admitted by the
people, learned and unlearned, and we know no
reason why alleged supernatural facts cannot be
so established. Certainly some ought to be. If
there is one such, as stated, it disposes of the whole
guestion of the supernatural. Nothing is more
wanted now than proof; and nothing will establish
the supernatural but the proof. If it exists it ought
not to have to come through weak minds given to
hysteria, or be doubtful from any other cause. We
ought to be able to prove a ghost as well as a natural
fact, if there is any to prove. Evidence can take
hold of the supernatural as well as the natural.
There is only one kind of evidence for all.

As yet we have no evidence of the supernatural.
All the alleged proofs are seen to be flimsy when
examined. No cure of Christian Scientists, relics,
or the healers of any religion have been incontest-
ably established. Where they are thought to exist
some other cause can be alleged for the opinion.
The supernatural is not needed to explain them.
We have not testimony that would establish super-
natural relations with anybody or for any purpose.

Therefore, we say, that we need a ghost, and we
call on Spiritualists and others who believe in mani-
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festations of the supernatural to produce one, or
produce the evidence in clear shape. Such evide v
would destroy infidelity, materialism, and estab 1"
the spiritual view of life which, without it, is bel

be a mere delusion. We want a ghost for the e
reason in the world. One is enough. It w°
make the other world as real as this, and P®P
would be satisfied that there is another life.
Christianity is but one of its supernatural facts.
Spiritualism, therefore, produce one spirit.
Christian Scientists restore one person that is a0i
or set a limb that has been severed. Let aj
religious healer cure one that is clearly inourabl6 j
natural means; let there be one manifestationol ~
supernatural, and all doubt will vanish; but unti
have this, men will persist in refusing to believe
future existence and the other world.

—Humanitarian Review (Los Angeles, California)-

)

The World of Books.

How refreshing it is to hear a cry of the human be
conveyed through a beautiful voice! In lastweek'sAca jj*
we came across the following brief poem quoted YOI?p O.
Seumae O’Sullivan’s new volume, Verses Sacred and V
fane:—

“ THE MONK.
1 go with silent feet and slow,
As all my black-robed brothers go;
| dig awhile and read and pray,
So portion out my pious day
Until the evening time, and then
Work at my book with cunning pen.
If she would turn to me a while,
If she would turn to me and smile,
My book would be no more to me
Than some forgotten phantasy,
And God no more unto my mind
Than a dead leaf upon the wind.”

The last three couplets are very fine in their large simSﬂC'ty_
and the last of all is simply perfect.

* *

The same number of the Academy contained an extreme f
well-written article by “ J. F.” on “ The Course of ®ni} t
Prose,” in which the importance of the English Bible-" "
is, the Authorised Version—is greatly exaggerated. To
it “ the one indispensablo book for the study of the Eng”0
language ” is really absurd. And no less absurd 13
writer’'s implied view that melody and harmony would n® j
have existed in English prose at all without the g
edition of the Hebrew and Christian Scriptures. Th>
putting the cart before tho horse. The 1611 Biblo waSaje
a miraculous production ; it did not drop down ready'® j
from heaven; it was the work of Englishmen during Baen™
generations; for the Authorised Version was not abr. g
new translation, but one largely made up from PrevV~0
translations; in fact, the Revisers were charged, 1 jije
document appointing them to the work, to depart as1l ~
as possible from the Versions already in use. For the
we venture to repeat, or rather to summarise what we
on this subject in the twelfth chapter of our Book of f
The language of the English Bible is a language that aggll
was written or spoken outside it. Its language was a
secrated diction gradually built up from the time of wye ¢
It was not the language of Chaucer's prose, or Wycl 0
prose, or Tyndale's prose, or Coverdale’'s prose, or »00 gt
prose, any more than it was the language of Bacon's Pr0
Shakespeare’s prose. It was not even the language O
Revisers themselves. Their Introduction and their ye ~g3
tion to King James are written in a language which isv »
asunder from that of their so-called translation. The “g
lish Bible is really an exotic in English literature. w jy
not deny its great charm in its finest parts. We ® .Offy
contend that the influence it has exercised has beenc
indirect, and that it has always stood apart from the
development of English prose.

N

The Academy writer adgpts the statement at
English Bible is “ the book that begat English prose. ~ig
is not scientific criticism ; it is pious ecstasy. The jjU
that the English Bible has had more influence upon
literature during the past hundred years than it had re
the hundred years immediately following 1611. R fhan
influence upon the writing of Carlyle and Ruskin  #jj0

had upon the writing of Taylor, Smith, and ®arro”eass>i
were all divines as well as masters of prose. And the
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this is not difficult to discover. While the Bible was
©rally believed it stood by itself ; the Word of God could
j)ave W0 relation to the word of men. But when the Bible
egan to fall into discredit as a revelation, it naturally began
. assume vast importance as “ literature,” and the study

1.mainly from that point of view gave a certain Biblical
quality to the work of semi-Christians such as Carlyle and
uskin, who were steeped in it. It gave no such quality to
» ework of Shelley, who read the Bible a great deal and
admired it as a composition "—as Byron said. Shelley
l, n°t even a semi-Christian. That is why the Bible as
0 1 j~ture ” did not exercise a disproportionate influence
ffi6E 8 And i* “ ay safely be said that the day of
ite,” n8”sh Bible as “ literature ” is as much over now as
B OaY as a “ revelation.” It is literature, of course, but its
" ed@ninance is gone for ever.

When orthodox people see through the doctrine of Christ s
divinity, they talk about his incomparable character. That
B merely the afterglow of their sunken faith. When
orthodox people see through the Bible as a revelation, they
a*k about its incomparable literature. This is another after-
glow. The two cases are entirely similar.

Correspondence.

THE MISSIONARY BOOM.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”
IR—With reference to the article on Missions which
Wears in your isssue of August 30, tho following extract
°m Flora Anna Steele's recent work, India Through the
may prove of interest:—

“ 1 found it impossible,” Sir Thomas Roe writes, ‘to
convince them that the Christian faith was designed for the
whole world, and that theirs was mere fable and gross
superstition. Their answer was amusing (?) enough.” “ We
Pretend not,” they replied, “ that our law is of universal
application. God intended it only for us. We do not even
say that yours is a false religion ; it may be adapted to your
Wants and circumstances, God having, no doubt, appointed
Wany different ways of going to heaven.” ' ”

y  Steelo adds, “ Whether amusing or not, tho argument
aa.singularly unanswerable.”
Sir Thomas Roe was the ambassador from James |. to
j court of tho Emperor Jchangir at Ajmir, and he sailed
cr India in 1613 with the first vessels despatched by tho
ast India Company. Ever since then, tho emissaries of
W s have been working in India to make converts to the
d'rtstian faith; with what results anyone acquainted with
e East knows only too well. p, N

A WONDERFUL CURATE.
~ TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

be*l T*16 curato of St. George the Martyr, Wolverton, has
giving a series of addresses to tho Sunday Afternoon
en8 Society m his cijuinhi. No pnutted copiea of the
tb' tes8C8 aro available, but | think you ought to know what
ef> aur is deing in the town. | have been to hear several
, addresses, and questions being invited, | sent several
1bo °n PaPe r>of course, as ono is not allowed to ask
|uf| m0Ons *n church), one of them being a question of God'’s
*nnrty, as follows
. “ You grant that God is infinite in power and knowledge ;
tv,80' when he made tho serpent, the man, the woman, and
‘he tree of knowledge he must have known that the man and
Woman would fall when tempted by the serpent. If so, is
re justified in punishing the human race for what was
j  ‘»evitable? ”
ourrCply’.thO curato pointed out strongly that it was out of
fiuit PtOV*nce ~together to question the infinite, as, being
hOw0’ wo could not understand the infinite. He admitted,
(ja ev?r>that “ God is subject to his own laws ” (a most
Uj. a™ng admission) and that, no doubt, the punishment of
~ Was for his (man’s) ultimate good 1
WhwtlOther flne8tion asked was, 1LGod, being all powerful,
y should ho rest on the seventh day and be “ refreshed” ?
a, , Ocurate admitted that ho was puzzled by this question
W .e “id not know that it was in the Bible. He looked it
fojj ® “*6 Concordance and then in the Commentary, and
Up others had been puzzled. Eventually, he turned
"bro h Or'8'nai Hebrew and found that it meant that God
ty'n, od himself out.” A pretty answer to the question.
eatlil'h reference to the deluge, the curate pointed out that
Up 0* In the world’s history the crust of the earth moved
Were ? ~°wn, and it was quite conceivable that if the hills
°Wered and the valleys elevated, there would be a

THE FREETHINKER

589

wave started which would travel round the earth. This, in
fact, was what had occurred for which proof could be
produced, as this wave had carried great boulders to a
height of 1,900 feet. Also, there was plenty of water to
drown the whole world if the mountains could be lowered,
as the valleys were as deep in the sea as the mountains
were high.

With reference to the deluge, the curate was asked if he
thought the ark described in Genesis could withstand the
shock of a wave that would carry boulders to the height
mentioned and remain seaworthy, to which he replied, that
the ark would rise on the crest of the wave and ride there
in safety. When asked how a wave could remain at a
height of over three miles for more than six months, as it
must have done if the ark rested on the mountains of
Ararat, in the seventh month, he replied that the Bible did
not state that the water was three miles high, but only
about thirty feet. Of course, he ignored the fact that Mount
Ararat is over three miles high. When quotations from Sir
Charles Lyell and Samuel Laing were quoted against a
universal deluge, he said that Sir Charles Lyell's figures
could not be relied on and that Samuel Laing was either a
“ most ignorant man or the biggest liar on the face of the
earth.” Such is the arrogance and ignorance of the curate
of St. George the Martyr.

A FEW WORDS ON SUNDAY RECREATION.
TO THE EDITOR OF M THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—The Cricket Season is practically over, although we
still have a match or two to play. Taking all things into
consideration, the Iconoclasts’ Cricket Club, which I founded
this year, has been quite successful. We have a good team,
and have played some extremely interesting matches; tho
number of spectators, too, has often been most gratifying.

The Rationalisation of the Sunday is a matter of great
importance, and it is to be hoped that Freethinkers especially
will assist it to the best of their ability. The Cricket Club
is firmly established, and will doubtlessly last as long as |
am able to put my shoulder to the wheel. | should, how-
ever, like to see the athletic side of the Sunday movement
greatly increased, and am therefore trying to form a Football
Club, and would thank those who would care to assist me,
and join the proposed club, to communicate with me.

There is no reason, either, why we should not have a
Cycling or Cross-Country (Harriers) Club.

Of course, one cannot do everything at once with the
relatively small means that we have at our disposal, but I
am suro that the younger Freethinkers could do far more
for the cause than is at present done by them, and | would
ask them to bear in mind that every one who takes part in
Sunday Games, or induces his friends to take part, or even
only look on, is driving a nail into the coffin of Sabbatarian-
ism, and thereby, if only in a small way, carrying on tho
work of the Giants who have gone before. g p you.T

31 Blenheim Gardens, Cricklewood, N.W.

THEOLOGY.

Student.
Your words but make me shrink tho more.
Happy who profits by your loro !
Theology, now, to my heart lies nearer.

Mephistopheles.
1 were loth to load you into error.
Thus hold | of this discipline :
In such a maze tho road so hard to gain is,
Such store of hidden venom lies therein, [bane is.
And scarce you know which medicine and which
Here, too, 'twere best ono master you should hear,
And what ho says, that do you swear.
In sum, hold fast by words, then straightway
You'll enter by the sure, safe gateway
Into the Temple of Certainty.

Student.
Yet some idea behind the word must be.

Mephistopheles.

0 yes 1yet need wo not with too great scruples
For just where all ideas lack us, [wrack us,
Comes an apt word to fill the vacancy.
With words you can argue, and subtly twist 'em;
From words construct a goodly system ;
In words believe, nor can you whittle
From a word, a single jot or tittle.
— Goethe's “ Faust."”
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, etc.

Notices of Lectures, eta., mast reach na by first post on Tuesday
and be marked “ Leoture Notioe,” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.

QOutdoor.

Queen’s (Minor) Hall, Langham-place, London, W.: G. W.
Foote, 7.30, “ General Booth on the Woman Question.”

Bethnal Green Branch N.S.S.: Victoria Park (near the
Fountain), 3.15, 0. Gohcn, a Lecture.

Camberwell Branch N. S.S.: Station-road, 11.30, W. J.
Kamsey, a Lecture. Brockwell Park, 3 and 6, W. J. Bamsey,
Lectures.

Kinosland Branch N. S.S.: Ridley-road, 11.30, F. A. Davies,
“ A Lop-Sided Religion.”

North London Branch N. S. S.: Parliament Hill, 3.30, F. A.
Davies, a Lecture.

West Ham Branch N. S. S.: Outside Maryland Point Station,
Stratford, 7, A. Allison, a Lecture.

W est London Branch N. S. S. : Hyde Park (near Marble Arch),
11.30, a Lecture.

W oolwich B ranch N. S. S.: Beresford-square, 11.30, a Lecture.

COUNTRY
Edinburgh Branch N. S. S. (Rationalists’ Cluh, 12 Hill-square):
Tuesdays and Thursdays, at 8 30, Bible Classes.

QOutdoor.

B1ackburn : Market, 3and 7, Mr. McClellan, Lectures.

Boston : Bargate Green (near the Cannons), 2.45, Joseph
Bates, “ What Civilisation Owes to Freethought.”

Dalkeith : Saturday, September 12, at 7, a Lecture.

E dinburgh Branch N. 8. S.: The Meadows, 3, a Lecture;
The Mound, 6.30, a Lecture.

Leeds : Town Hall Square, Saturday, September 12, at 7.30,
M. Sollet, a Lecture. Woodhouse Moor, Sunday, September 13,
at 3. M. Sollet, a Lecture.

Liverpool Branch N. S. S. (corner of Shiel-road and Boaler-
street) : Sidney Wollen, 3, “ The Crimes of the Protestants”;
7, * God and the Murder of Children.”

H. S. Wishart's Lectures.

Leeds: Friday, September 11, Town Hall Square, at 7.30,
“ The Falsehood, Folly, and Futility of Dr. Warschauer's
* Anti-Nunquam.’ ”

Burnley: Sunday, September 13, Market, at 11, “ Useless
Christ”; at 3, “ The Salvation Army”; at 7, " Christism and
Slavery.” Tuesday, September 15, at 7.30, “ ‘ Good ' God.”

Netson: Wednesday, September 16, Secondary School Grounds,
at 7, “ Christism, Socialism, Secularism.”

Rochdale : Thursday, September 17, at 7.30, “ Anti ‘Anti-
Nunquam.”

TRUE MORALITY:
Or, The Theory and Praotioe of Neo-Malthusianism,
IS, I BILIKV1,

THE BEST BOOK

ON THIS SUBJECT.

Superfine Large-paper Edition, 176 page/, with Portrait and Auto-
graph, bound in cloth, gilt-lettered, poet free It. a copy.

In order that it may have b large oiroulation, and to bring it
within the reach of the poor, | have issued
A POPULAR EDITION IN PAPER COVERS.
A copy of this edition post free for 2d. A dozen oopies, for dis-
tribution, post free for one shilling.

The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, says: "Mr,
Holmes'a pamphlet....... is an almost unexceptional statement
of the Neo-Malthusianism theory and praotice....... and through-
out appeals to moral feeling....... The speoial value of Mr.
Holmes's servioe to the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human
well-being generally is just his combination in his pamphlet
of a plain statement of the physioal and moral need for family
limitation, with a plain aoconnt of the means by which it can be
eecared, and an offer to all conoerned of the requisites at the
lowest possible prioes.”

The Counoil of the Malthusian League, Dr. Dryedale, Dr.
AUbntt, and others, have also spoken of it in very high terms.

Ordert should be sent to the author,

J. R. HOLMES,

WO SECULAR BURIAL SERVICES. By

Annie Besant and Austin Holyoake. Large type, good

paper. Price by post ljd., from the N. S. 8. Secretary, 2 New-
castle-street, E.C.

H. S. WISHART, Freethought Advocate,

Lectures, Debates, or Missions on behalf of Mental
Freedom and Social Happiness.
For dates, etc., write.—22 Sandhurst-avenue, Harehill, Leeds.

ANTED, in an accessible part of London,

Apartments, with Board, in a Freethought and Vege

tarian Family; moderate terms.—X., c/o Secretary, 2 New-
castle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

EHB FBEHTHIKKISB

EAST HANNEY, WANTAGE.

Septembek 18,

A NEW (THE THIRD) EDITION
OF

FROM FICTION TO FACT-
By F. BONTE.

[Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)

REVISED AND ENLARGED.
SHOULD BE SCATTERED BROADCAST.

SIXTY-FOUR PAGES.
PRICE ONE PENNY.

. *
The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-stree ,

THE

MARTYRDOM OF HYPATIA;

OR, THE
DEATH OF THE CLASSICAL WORLD-

An Address delivered at Chicago by
M. M. MANGASaRIAN.

Will be forwarded, post free, for

THREE HALFPENCE.

E.O-
The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street,

PAMPHLETS by C. COHEN.

Foreign Missions, their Dangers and

. gd-
Delusions
Full of facts and figures. o
- - - >
An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics
Principles of ethics, based on the doctrine of Evolution- q
. S 2d-
Evolution and Christianity
- . L id-
Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity =
.. . . id-
Christianity and Social Ethics
id-

Pain and Providence ...

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E

DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH

BY

G W. FOOTE.

Being a Three Hours’ Address to the Jury before the
Chief Justice of England, in answer to an Indictmeu
for Blasphemy, on April 24, 1883.

With Special Preface and many Footnote».

Price FOURPENCE. Postfree FIVEPE™

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-s

npHE NATURAL GENESIS, by Gerald

.L 2 vols., imp. 8vo.; London, 1883 ; Willis.1® 'vjgwcs8™0*
Good condition. Price 15s.—Secretary N. S. 8-, *

street, Farringdon-steeet, E.C.
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THE SECULAR SOCIETY,
LIMITED)
Company Limited by Guarantee.
Registered Offloe—2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, B.O.
Chairman of Board of Direoton—M*. G. W. FOOTE,

Becretary—B. M.

*Boole.y was formed In 1898 to afford legal security to the
Th 3S0n a<l“pplioation of funds for Beoular purposes.
qv. 6 Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society's
iho678 are '— Prom°t0 principle that human oonduot
«@mn i 8 baB0d upon natural knowledge, and not upon super-
tnd * kOlief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper
j 0L ®&Jthought and aotion. To promote freedom of inquiry.
-1 PtOmote universal Seoular Education. To promote the oom-
I, e aeQuiarisation of the State, eto., eto. And to do all such
bold ®ings as are conducive to suoh objeots. Also to have,
or h' r8oe®/0>and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised,
“ogueathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of
'h8,Pwposes of the Society.
«ability of members is limited to £1, in oaae the Sooiety
lishni 8v8r  wound op and the assets were insufficient to oover
Wities—a moat unlikely contingency.
*?mbers pay an entranoe fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent
iiijy subscription of five shillings.
. Ane 8ooiety has aconsiderable number of members, but a muoh
* Bi number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be
?ained amongst those who read this announcement. All who join
Participate in the oontrol of its business and the trusteeship of
liet8?2nr00s. It is expressly provided in the Artioles of Assooia-
a'bat no member, as suoh, shall derive any sort of profit from
an,°°88b i either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in
I w*y whatever.
jj/na Society's affairs are managed by an eleoted Board of
rectors, consisting of not less than five and not more than
878 members, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) eaoh year,

The Churches &

VANCE (Miss),

but are oapable of re-election. An Annual General Meeting of
members must be held in London, to reoeive the Report, elect
new Directors, and transaot any other business that may arise,

Being a duly registered body, the Secular Society, Limited,
can reoeive donations and bequestB with absolute security.
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to make
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society's favor in their
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension.
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The executors
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary course of
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in
connection with any of the wills by whioh the Society has
already been benefited.

The Society's solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battcook 23
Rood-lane, Fenohuroh-street, London, E.O.

A Form of Bequest.—The following is a sufficient term of

bequest for insertion in the wills of testators :(—" | give and
" bequeath to the Secular Sooiety, Limited, the sum of £—
" free from Legaoy Duty, and | direct that a receipt signed by
" two members of the Board of the said Sooiety and the Secretary
" thereof shall be a good discharge to my Executors for the
" said Legacy.”

Friends of the Sooiety who have remembered it in their wHib,
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary cf
the faot, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential. This is not necessary,
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, and
their oontents have to be established by competent testimony.

Modern Thought.

By PHILIP VIVIAN.

One of the Most Remarkable Books Recently Published

can now be obtained at

Mice 3s. 6d. net,

Mr. A. W. Benn, author of The History of English Rationalism in the Nineteenth Century, says :—

the - Freethinker ” office.

by post 4d. extra.
Cheap Edition,

Is. net - same postage.

Happening

,° dip into the first page, | found myself insensibly drawn along, and so continued, devoting to it the few half-
tlours at my disposal for recreative reading, without missing a word, until | had reached, with regret, the last page.”

~ Pricis of the contents and a selection of over 100 Press opinions will be supplied on receipt of a half-penny stamp to cover postage.

Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh

BY

G. W. FOOTE.

most intimate thing ever written about Bradlaugh.

Mr. Foote’s personal recollections of

great “ Iconoclast” during many exciting years, with a page on his attitude in the presence
°f death, and an account of his last appearance as President of the National Secular Society.

N bushed at sixpence,

reduced to twopence.

(Postage Halfpenny.)

the pioneer press, 2 Newcastle street, parringdon street, lonlun, e .o,
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SPECIAL FREETHOUGHT LECTURES

Mr. G. W. FOOTE

QUEEN’'S (MINOR) HALL.

(Under the Auspices of the Secular Society, Ltd.)

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13—
“GENERAL BOOTH ON THE WOMAN QUESTION-

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20—
“THE PRESENT POSITION OF GOD.”

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27—
“THE ATHEISM OF SHELLEY.

(With special reference to Francis Thompson'’s criticism in the Catholic Dublin Revtciv-I

F t °T °Pen f 7 P-m* Chayj k t 7.30. p.m.
ron S S. en econd nS1eats 6d. aAr fteawelgrge geats IC<2;1Ecnthe back-

~  THE BOOK OF THE HOUR.

THE SALVATION ARMY
THE PUBLIC.

JOHN MANSON.
Second Edition (Augmented).

OVER TWO HUNDRED PAGES-HANDSOMELY GOT-9p

PRICE SIXPENCE.

Freethinkers should buy, read, and circulate this searching criticism of the Salvation Anny;:
is one of the most thorough pieces of work done in our day. The author calls it “ a relig »
social, and financial study.” He leaves no section of “tke Army’s” territory unexplored-
turns his powerful searchlight on every department of William Booth’'s gigantic underiviouS
And the result is a startling exposure of the extraordinary methods of the greatest relig i
enterprise the world has seen since the establishment of Mormonism. Mr. Manson has ea 00
the gratitude of all sane and honest reformers. His book cannot be neglected by an'
who is interested in human freedom and progress.

Single Copies, Post Free, Eightpence.
Special Terms to N.S. S. Branches on Applied(il
Order Direct from IC.
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