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They out-talk'd thee, hiss’d thee, tore thee ? 
Better men fared thus before thee;
Fired their ringing shot and pass’d,
Hotly charged— and sank at last.

Charge once more, then, and be dumb !
Let the victors when they come,
When the forts o f fo lly  fall,
Find thy body by the wall I

— Ma t t h e w  Ar n o l d .

God’s Day.

8j 0rigin of a periodical day of rest from labor is 
q ,Ple and natural. It has everywhere been placed 
8e er fche sanction of religion, but it arose from 
ha<j :ar necessity. In the nomadic state, when 
the' d° at ordinary times except watching
8uc*r ^<?c^8 an^ herds, the days passed in monotonous 
eno e88*011, Life was never laborious, and as human 
pe . 8l08 were not taxed there was no need for a 
ftssi recuperation. We may therefore rest
JjQ re^ that no Sabbatarian law was ever given by 

the Jews in the wilderness. Such a law 
aPpears in a higher stage of civilisation. When

*eld a*“ r̂*^es settle down to agriculture and are 
Predaf In^° nat*ons> chiefly by defensive war against 
illtJ 0ry barbarians; above all, when slavery is 
anj Uced ftnd masses of men are compelled to build 
e°Qu anQtnoturo; the ruling and propertied classes 
site ^ ? ° ' VG that a day of rest is absolutely requi- 
li^e'tb ”  *th°Qt it the laborer wears out too rapidly—  
5?he i].° *)orse> the ox, or any other beast of burden. 
It 18 therefore decreed for economio reasons. 
becau °nly placod under the sanction of religion 
there *n n certain stage of human development, 
>0 e0cl8.n° other sanction available. Every change 
6dict J 0rSani8ation has then to bo enforced as an 
Ho h Rods. This is carried out by the priests, 
Hd v?hV° un<laestioned authority ovor the multitude, 
nient8 ° ’ 80 ônK as their own privileges and emolu- 
iQter„ faro Becurod, are always ready to guard the 

ISacb °t tho temporal powers.
As8yrj w»8 tho origin of tho day of rest in Egypt, 
the cQa’ an^ elsewhere ; but it was lost sight of in 

• of time, even by tho ruling classes them- 
OaQcol an<I the theological fiction of a divine ordi- 

universally accepted explanation, 
gravely 0n *8 8t*** current in Christendom. We are 
8elves% ashed to believe that men would work them- 
taioai 8°. .eat<h» and civilised nations commit econo- 
r®8t waUlC'^e’ they were not taught that a day of 
¡̂Ogg a8 Cotnmanded hy Jehovah amidst the light­

ers askGH Sunders ° f  Sinai. In the same way, we 
PopQlar a to believe that theft and murder would be 
aatUrai Pastimes without the restraints of the supor- 
^Q8gSi .oealoguo fabled to have been received by 
**08e ^ Aa a matter of fact, the law against theft 
gainst Cau8e men object to be robbod, and the law 
^ated 21Urdcr because they object to be assassi- 
^ereiy tuUPer8tition does not invent social laws; it 
^turn] „ r° W8 around them the glamor of a super-

f 18 glatn aVe a manife0t interest in maintaining 
0rmi8ta a° r‘ Accordingly we find that Noncon- 

I,Ij2 8 w°ii as Churchmen claim the day of rest

as the Lord’s Day— although its very name of Sunday 
betrays its Pagan origin. It is not merely a day of 
rest, they tell us ; it is also a day of devotion. Labor 
is to be laid aside in order that the people may wor­
ship God. The physical benefit of the institution is 
not denied ; on the contrary, now that Democracy is 
decisively triumphing, the people are assured that 
Sunday can only be maintained under a religious 
sanction. In other words, religion and priests are 
as indispensable as ever to the welfare of man­
kind.

This theological fiction should be peremptorily dis­
missed. Whatever service it once rendered has been 
counterbalanced by its mischiefs. The rude laborer 
of former times— the slave or the serf— only wanted 
rest from toil. He had no conception of anything 
higher. But circumstances have changed. The 
laborer of to-day aspires to share in the highest 
blessings of civilisation. His hours of daily work 
are shortened. The rest he requires he can obtain 
in bed. What he needs on Sunday is not rest, but 
change;  true re-creation of his nature; and this is 
denied him by the laws that are based upon the very 
theological fiction which is pretended to be his most 
faithful friend.

The working classes at present are simply hum­
bugged by the Churches. The day of rest is secure 
enough without lies or fictions. What the masses 
want is an opportunity to make use of it. Now this 
cannot be done if all rest on the same day. A 
minority must work on Sunday, and take their rest 
on some other day of tho week. And really, when 
tho nonsensical solemnity of Sunday is gone, any 
other day would bo equally eligible.

Parsons work on Sunday; so do their servants, and 
all who are engaged about their gospel-shops. Why 
should it be so hard then for a railway servant, a 
museum attendant, an art-gallery curator, or a 
librarian to work on Sunday ? Let them rest some 
other day of the week as the parson does. They 
would bo happy if they could have his “ off days” 
even at the price of “  Sunday labor."

Churches and chapels do not attract so many 
people as they did. Thore is overy reason why 
priestly Protective laws should be broken down. It 
is a poor alternative to offer a working man— the 
churoh or the public-house ; and they are now trying 
to shut the public-house and make it church or 
nothing. Other people should be consulted as well 
as mystery-men and thoir followers. Let us havo 
freedom. Let the dwellers in crowded city streets, 
who work all day in close factories, be taken at cheap 
rates to the country or the seaside. Let them see 
the grand sweep of the sky. Let them feel the 
spring of the turf under their feet. Let them look out 
over the sea— the highway between continents—and 
take something of its power and poetry into their 
blood and brain. During the winter, or in summer 
if they feel inclined, let them visit the institutions 
of culture, behold tho beautiful works of dead artists, 
study the relics of dead generations, feel the links 
that bind the past to the present, and imagine the 
links that will bind the present to the future. Let 
their pulses bo stirred with noble music. Let the 
Sunday be their great day of freedom, culture, and 
humanity. As “ God’s Day ” it is wasted. Wo must 
resoue it from the priests and make it “  Man s Day. ’

G. W . F o o te ,
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Love and Home.

“  On Sunday last, while three lonely working-women were 
at tea together, one of them spoke of these words in Psalm 
lxviii. 6: ‘ God setteth the solitary in families,’ wondering 
much as to their real meaning. There are so many lonely 
ones that one feels puzzled coming to a passage like that.”

SUCH is the problem discussed in “ The Correspond­
ence of the Rev. David Smith, D.D.,” in the British 
Weekly for August 6. The solution Dr. Smith offers is 
the evasive, illusory one with which we are all familiar. 
Admitting the existence of “ the multitude of lonely 
souls that yearn for the tender endearments of home, 
and are doomed to solitude all their days,” he says:—

“  There is here one of the strongest arguments for
Immortality.......I cannot believe that the Creator of
this wondrous Universe is capable of such cruel mockery 
as to implant in our breasts those sacred instincts and 
passionate yearnings, and never suffer them to attain 
satisfaction. This life is not a ll; it is only the 
beginning; and all that we have dreamed of and 
thirsted after we shall inherit in unimagined fulness 
and sweetness, when we reach that undiscovered 
country, the home of our immortal spirits.”

Of course, when believers in God are confronted 
with the privations and sufferings and sorrows of the 
present life, they are bound to seek shelter some­
where ; and, after long experience of argumentative 
discomfiture and bewilderment, they have found what 
they regard as an impregnable position behind the 
dogma of a future life. In reality, this is the refuge 
of despair, and a virtual confession of defeat. The 
world to come was invented only when the theodi- 
cists could no longer find a resting-place for the soles 
of their feet in the one that now is.

However, it is not with this purely imaginative 
solution of the problem presented that we propose 
to deal in the present article, but with the wholly 
irrelevant and unpardonable insult to Paganism in 
which Dr. Smith savagely indulges before touching 
the problem at all. He begins by stating that in 
Greek and Latin there is no word for “ home,” and 
that “ the reason why the word is lacking is that the 
thing had no existence.” It is love, he says, that 
makes a home, “ and the house where love dwells is 
a home, be it a palace or a hut. And love is perhaps 
the only art which the anoient world, so wise and 
brilliant, never knew.” Then follow these words:—

“ This is a heavy indictment, but everyone who is 
acquainted with ancient literature will admit the 
justice of it. Tako a single example: As soon as a child 
was born, it was brought and laid at its father’s feet. 
If ho 1 took it up ’ (auatulit, auacepit), it was reared as 
his child. But he need not 1 take it up ’ unless he 
chose. If it was weakly or deformed, or if he shrank 
from the trouble and expense of rearing it, or had 
already as many children as ho wished, and objected to 
further subdivision of the inheritance, he let it lie ; and 
then it was ‘ exposed ’—i.e., thrown out to die on a 
mountain-side or some other desolate placo, like the 
infant tEdipus on Mount Cithieron. If it were a 
female child, it might be destroyed out of hand like a 
superfluous puppy or kitten. St. Paul was only stating 
an actual fact without exaggeration when, in his terrific 
indictment of the heathen world, he said it was ‘ without 
natural affection ’ (Romans i. 31).”

The indictment is indeed extremely heavy, but is it 
supported by facts ? Dr. Smith only echoes Paul; but 
was Paul right ? Was the heathen world “ without 
natural affection ”? Was there no “ home ” in Greece 
and Rome prior to the advent of Christianity ? Was 
love an unknown quantity in tho ancient civilisa­
tions ? Without a moment’s hesitation we declare 
that a world “ without natural affection ” would be 
an impossible one, and that, consequently, it has 
never existed. Paul was guilty of the grossest 
exaggeration, as was also Petronius, as quoted by 
Alford in his commentary on Paul. Paul’s expres­
sion is as unjustifiable as this by Petronius: “ In 
this city no one brings up children, because a man 
who has heirs of his own is not invited as a guest at 
feasts or at spectacles.” To see the absurdity of 
such a satire we need only remember that the 
population of Rome at that time was probably
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between 1,200,000 and 1,500,000. As a matter o 
fact, as Mommsen says, “ a house of his own an 
the blessing of children appeared to the Roman 
citizen as the end and essence of life.” We rea 
further that though in law the wife was the pi’0' 
perty of her husband, she “ held a position of honor 
and influence higher than that of the Greek wife a 
least, in historic times.” Will Dr. Smith venture to 
tell us that such a wife had no love for her husban 
and her children, or that the husband was devoid o 
affection both for her and their offspring? W ha- 
ever Dr. Smith may say, history assures us that ta 
home, both in Greece and Rome, was the root an 
centre of the national life. History talks eloquent y 
to us about an ancient family of the name of Grac­
chus, the various members of which possessed a 
remarkably sweet and lovable nature. Has 
Smith the hardihood to maintain that Tiberiu8 
Sempronius Gracchus, and his wife Cornelia, were 
“ without natural affection,” or that their illustrious 
sons, who lived and died in the service of true i 
justice, and humanity, were strangers to 1° v£’ 
Cornelia gloried in her children, and pointed 
them as her most preoious jewels.

Far be it from us even to suggest that the Pa8ft 
world was free from inhumanity and cruelty, or tn  ̂
all its inhabitants were shining exemplifications 
the moral ideal. There was doubtless much cri® 
and immorality and injustice and barbarity in a 
directions, but is our modern Christendom entire y 
innocent in such respects? When you c° mPra 
modern London with ancient Rome, do you fin 
heavy balance in favor of the former ? Dr. Smi 
refers us to the infanticide that prevailed to 
an alarming extent in olden times. He paint8 
lurid picture of a father “ taking up,” destroying 
or deserting his new-born children just as bo 
inclined; but the picture, as drawn, is moustrou 
false. What he seeks to prove is, that those Gi®^ 
and Roman parents did not love their children ; ,
the truth is that infanticide was generally res£!^ aIi 
to through excess of parental affection rather t 
from the lack of it. Pliny the elder defends 
practice as a necessary check on population, .j. 
Longus and Terence show us most clearly how 
justified itself in the eye of the civilised conscien^ 
Our only point at present, however, is that infa 
cide did not prove that heathen homes were ‘ 'v >g 
out natural affection,” any more than Jeph,0 ,, 
sacrifice 
did not love her
in the light of the beliefs generally hold i° 
periods during which they prevailed. Wore  ̂
take the story of Abraham’s willingness to 
Isaac's blood on the altar as true, we would 1 d 
not that he did not love his son, but that bo 
his duty to God more.

This becomes clearer still in tho light of 
on Mount Cithooron. Why did Laius so rI. 
expose his infant son ? Because he did not exp. ^

of his daughter was an evidence tbftj ^  
All these customs must be ju 8 ^

to

auditf®
cruelv

but

because an oracle had told him that 
to perish by tho hands of this very child. A 1
H n f/1  f n n n r i  f .L n  rl /-»onvfnr? n n a  n r if.li Vila tiWO *0 ®

A sheíi

ence parental affection for him ? By no mea>ns >
Kooniiao or» o rn o lo  Vin/1 f  nld V» i m fL  of. J] 0 WflS (JOS _

c
herd found the deserted one with his two ^i8
tightly together, and called him ffidipus becau8 
feet were so swollen. Then ffidipus was tak 
the palace of King Polyhus of Corinth, who a 
and brought him up as his own son. After ra0je, 
years, tho young man consulted the Delphic 0 
and was told that he would slay his fatbei ^ at 
commit incest with his mother. In the belie 
Polybus was his father, and from genuine a ^e  
for him, he did not return to Corinth ; but ¡¿b

face to 
Then

face theho t n e t ^ droad to Daulis, fate brought him 
Laius, whom he killed in a fight. Tnon uv -  
bphinx who proposed her fatal riddle. CEdipus re 
it like an open book, and became King of Thebe8'mother, by whom .b0

Dreadfuland in ignorance married his mu^cx, „
had two sons and two daughters. Dreadful c _  
mities followed. Thebes was devastated by a p l^ L  

n consulting the oracle, it became evident that 
* ’ -----------forthwith-Laius had fco bo expelled fortbwi

soon as (Ldipus discovered that he'was the 8° iity
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he put out his own eyes, and Jocasta, his 
Mother and his wife, hanged herself. It was the 
yranny of superstition, not the absence of “ natural 

Section,” that caused Laius to expose his infant 
8°n on Mount Cithmron, and it was through ignor- 
ance, not lack of love, that CEdipus slew his father 
anj* Counted his throne.

Eet u8 trace the tragic story one step further. 
r- Smith will have his readers believe there was no 

Parental and filial love in the heathen world. Look 
g ®dipus once more, expelled from his throne, 
sued from his royal city, and doomed to a life of sad 

1? nWeary wauderings in his self-inflicted blindness. 
Dr. Smith is telling the truth, CEdipus went out 

°ue, unpitied, unloved, and unwept; but Dr. Smith 
arns out to be a false witness, for CEdipus left 

ebes accompanied by his daughter Antigone; and 
A Was overtaken by his other daughter, Ismene.

nd here is a touching little scene from Sophocles :—  
Ismene. Father—and sister 1 the two names to me

That are most dear I How hardly have I found 
you,

And hardly can regard you now for grief !
0  child, are you come hither ?

O my father,
Hapless to look on 1

Are you here, my child ?
After much trouble, yes.

Touch me, my girl.
1 touch you, both of you.

Offspring of mine—
Sisters—

Alas, what miseries—
Hers and mine ?

Yes, and my own, wretch that I am !
My child,

Why did you come ?
Father, in care for you.

You wanted me ?
Yes, and to bring you news

^  In person.”
Pa 6,n blind old man ceased to be, how
j  81onately his two daughters mourned his loss. 
P8 ^  Were beside themselves with grief. “ Back let 
do dear sister,” cried Antigone. “ What to
an 'nfiuired Ismene. “ A longing is upon me, 
iift?Wer.ed Antigone. “ W hat?” demanded Ismene. 
“ 0° V3ew the earth-bound home.” “ Of whom?” 

Ur father— woe is me 1”
tL J,n° ugh has now been said to show conclusively 

,, Dr. Smith’s endeavor to magnify Christianity 
faij 6 c°st of condemning Paganism has miserably 

1 a8Berti°n stands completely discredited,
of atevor the heathen world lacked, it could boast 
tQdnany beautiful and loving homes, and of multi 
ackn8 true-hearted men and women who gladly 
qU0e° w ê^ged reason as their king and love as their

J. T. L l o y d .

Hi dipus. 
Ismene.

Hi dipus. 
Ismene. 
Hi dipus. 
Ismene.
Hi dipug,

Ismene, 
Hi dipus. 
Ismene.
Hi dipus.

Ismene.
H-dipus.
Ismene.

Intolerance.
T0 , — •—
a C < * ita t e  on human weakness and frailty has 

t keen a favorite occupation with Christians. 
s°biertt.Unately> the weakness that has formed the 
Chr;„?- °t their meditations has been that of othert’brigf*
c°Pun Iana\ True, their own participation in the 
bm th°n failin88 °t human nature has been admitted, 
bo ^  18 has been a perfunctory admission, having 
the D r-e r° a  ̂ significance than the calling of oneself 
8taujglnce °t sinners. Any indication that a by- 
Wojjj, Really believed the description to be accurate 
of 0^  0 R ented as an insult. No, it is the faults 
o^n Christians that are thought of, not their 
tiau del'K  ** there is one thing in whioh a Chris- 
f°r thef'8 - 8 it is to see other Christians pilloried
atid Prot ân^ 8. The glee with which Catholics 
detail ea ®8®ants, Episcopalians and Nonconformists, 

the o t W  he*’8 blemi8hes , or welcome an exposure 
*h0 <j or one’s weakness, is surprising to anyone 
av0rage p. *?°t appreciate the psychology of the 
8iPressi0n ri8tian character. To these the pietistic 

8 sorrow at g. “ dear brother’s ” lapse is

readily recognised as being only a cloak for the 
effusion of a nature warped by religious training.

The other day the Daily Graphic referred to the 
fact that in Nonconformist circles “ the rank-and-file 
cannot listen with patience to men who have the 
courage to disagree with them.” A religious weekly 
— Nonconformist in character, but at present suffer­
ing itself from this intolerance— quotes the deliver­
ance of the Daily Graphic with approval, although 
there is no evidence that its own supporters are 
fundamentally more tolerant than are the orthodox 
Nonconformists. Still, it gives a chance of belabor­
ing other Christians, and this is enough. I, of course, 
do not dissent from the opinion above expressed. 
Indeed, I have pointed out on many occasions that 
Nonconformists, while loud in their expressions of 
liberality, possess, on the whole, a narrower type of 
mind than either Churchmen or Catholics— in this 
country, at least. But I do not see why the 
inability to listen to hostile opinions should be 
taken as a special characteristic of Nonconformists. 
So far as one can see it is a characteristic of all 
varieties of Christians. One may as well be just 
while one can, and there is neither sense nor justice 
in making the Nonconformist bear the blame for 
what is a common Christian characteristic.

It may be true enough that intolerance is a 
common human failing. People are intolerant of 
hostile opinions in politics, in literature, even in 
science, but in none of these directions is intolerance 
encouraged. And the majority of people are not, in 
these matters, offensively intolerant. Personally, I 
have never yet met an audience of Christians that 
could listen patiently to hostile opinions; and, even 
though I could have faced every audienoe of Chris­
tians that ever assembled, from the first century to 
the twentieth, I should not expect any variation in 
this experience. All religion is more or less in­
tolerant, and Christianity is rather more than less. 
And every Christian sect has expressed its intoler­
ance in action to the exact degree of its opportuni­
ties. When Spurgeon said that his sect was the 
only one that had never persecuted, and this was 
because they had never had the opportunity, he was 
describing a fundamental characteristic of Chris­
tianity. All the talk about “ irreverence,” “ ribaldry,” 
“ ridicule,” even “ indecency,” are nothing more than 
excuses for the expression of that spirit of intoler­
ance which religion keeps alive.

It is a curious thing, but religion is the one thing 
in connection with which intolerance is esteemed a 
virtue. The right to differ in politics, art, science, 
literature is generally conceded, and when intoler­
ance is shown it is with a certain degree of shame­
facedness. Not only is the right to differ granted, 
but a difference of opinion is recognised as a healthy 
sign. The very government of the country is based 
upon the possibility of people arriving at diametric­
ally opposite conclusions, and their duty of express­
ing that difference in every legitimate manner. But, 
with religion, intolerance is proclaimed as a virtue. 
People express their resolve not to look at any view 
of things but their own, and their desire to suppress 
opinions with which they disagree, as though this 
were something to be proud of. In everything but 
religion refusal to examine all aspects of a subject 
would be recognised as due to a mixture of stupidity 
and pigheadedness. In religion it is glorified under 
the names of “ sturdy faith,” “ unfaltering belief," or 
“ deep religious conviction.” No doubt it sounds 
nicer to call pigheadedness by these terms, but they 
really mean the same thing.

This intolerance, be it noted, has been the one 
constant feature in the history of Christianity. 
Creeds have changed, dogmas have been discarded, 
beliefs cast on one side, but the intolerance of Chris­
tians has remained constant. The one thing that 
impressed the Romans when first brought into con­
tact with Christians was their intolerance. Chris­
tians refused to eat at the same table with 
non-Christians, or to join in any of the amenities of 
social life in which they shared. They were not 
intolerant towards non-Christians only ; they showed
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the same intolerance towards each other. Difference 
of belief, so minute as to be almost indiscernible to 
modern eyes, served as the occasions for wholesale 
rioting in the public streets. Intolerance in religion, 
practically unknown in the old Roman world, was 
established as a ruling principle by Christianity; 
persecution became universal— the only question 
being who should be persecutor and who the perse­
cuted. The best god for a man to have, said the 
Romans, is the god of his own country; and their 
Pantheon offered the same hospitality to other gods 
that the State offered to a foreign ambassador. The 
only god that a man may have, said the Christian, is 
my god ; and every other was suppressed as a State 
suppresses an armed invader.

Thanks to Christian influence, this principle has 
taken so firm a hold on the human mind that men 
cannot now discuss differences in religion as they 
discuss differences in other directions. Disagree 
with your fellow on any other subject but religion, 
he will regret the difference, but part with unim­
paired friendship. Disagree with him on religion, 
and all that is objectionable in his nature rises to 
the surface. He will asperse your character, ques­
tion your motives, ruin you in business, drive you 
out of public life, imprison you if he can, boycott 
you if he can’t ; or, if it is quite impossible to punish 
you in this world, defer your punishment till the 
next, when he piously hopes it will have increased a 
hundredfold. And he will act thus, not in any con 
sciously vengeful spirit, but feeling all the time that 
he is carrying out the dictates of the loftiest morality. 
In other matters there is at least a chance that a 
man may stand face to face with his worst passions, 
and that their repulsiveness may effect a cure. In 
religion they are obscured, cloaked by a training that 
is older than any living individual, hidden under 
plausible motives, acting like a traitor’s stab de­
livered under the shelter of a flag of truce.

The facts are plain ; it is a pretty problem for the 
religions man to answer why they should be so. 
Why should it be impossible to discuss differences in 
religion in the same spirit that other differences are 
discussed ? An easy reply from the religions quarter 
is that religion is concerned with matters of such 
vital importance that we cannot bear to have them 
questioned. The reply is easy, but fallacious. One 
might retort by denying that religious questions are 
of first-rate importance. All the real business of 
life may, and does, go on as well in the absence of 
religions beliefs as in their presence. The real 
reason is that religion belongs to the more primitive 
part of our nature, and any attack on it rouses into 
activity the associated primitive feelings. In each 
of us there is the savage, held in check by more civi­
lised habits and feelings. In the case of warfare we 
see how readily the bonds of civilisation snap, and 
how the primitive man stands forward naked and 
unashamed. So it is with religion. It has no real 
connection with civilised forms of thought, nor with 
those frames of mind that are the produot of civi­
lisation. The result is that when one attacks reli­
gion one is really fighting the latent savage that is 
in all of us. We are attacking an uncivilised and an 
uncivilisable thing, and the method of the defence is 
a true delineation of its character.

Among primitive peoples religion is not discussed ; 
it is accepted. The gods are not believed in because 
reason demonstrates their existence ; they are facts 
of the primitive environment, and facts too ugly and 
too dangerous to be made the subject of discussion. 
Men may discuss the justice of a chief’s decision, 
the wisdom of certain courses of conduct, but they 
fear to question the doings of these mysterious 
powers who punish in secret, and against whom there 
is no appeal and no protection. All the early reli­
gions have this characteristic— they fear discussion 
because of the dangers it involves. Later, the danger 
of discussion is also realised, but from a different 
direction. It is not that the gods will punish 
because of the discussion, but because people may 
be led to disbelieve as a consequence. There is 
nothing sacred to discussion, and there is nothing

safe against its influence— save truth. To set up ft 
thing for discussion admits the possibility of error, 
and the religion that admits this is doomed.  ̂ A 
must claim certainty in a sphere in which certain y 
can never be attained. It must claim knowledge 
where knowledge is an impossibility. And to a 
such spurious claims and fraudulent pretensions dis­
cussion is the greatest of all correctives.

C. Cohen.

The Two Lords.

L o rd  B yron  and Lord Jesus— both Lords! Then, 
indeed, there must be something similar in their 
natures. Therefore, argues the subtle Mr. Ceci 
Chesterton, why should they not be both very g°° 
Christians ? Similarly, no doubt, this worthy wou 
argue: because Christi Minstrels have black 
and bang tamborines, therefore it is evident tn 
Christ must have been a man of dark complexion, 
and probably was a skilled player on the Jews’-harp- 

W e all know what it is like to bite on a stray ston 
in a slice of cherry cake, and so I think you all, 
dearly beloved brethren, can, and must, sympathy 
with Mr. C. C., when, on Sunday morning last 0̂  
whatever day it is he sots aside for serious reading- "̂ 
whilst devouring the Freethinker, he bit upon M  ̂
Foote’s lump of granite. The stray cherry-pip na 
often broken a tooth, so I cannot help feeling t 
above-mentioned rock must have completely brok 
Mr. C. C.’s Byronic jaw !

Seldom have I seen such a truly Christian doc 
ment as Mr. C. C.’s letter; it is as slippery as ® ̂  
eel; but this time it has been caught in spite oi • 
slime, and properly stewed. In fact, so piquan A 
has it been cooked by Mr. Foote, that we have 
relished it vastly; and though I fear my own 1 
will not be as savory, yet I trust I shall be excus 
giving the bones just one more boil. pj

It would be useless for me to quote further ir 
Byron’s letters and collected works, for this 
already been done; but as I have in my possess 
a copy of two poems by Byron, which are 
included in the complete edition, it may be of s0 
interest to quote a few passages from them in ° 
to help Mr. Chesterton prove his point. , ;m0

The first is called “ Don Leon,” and for som^ ^ g  
was supposed to have been destroyed by r b° Bftl. 
Moore when he burnt Lord Byron’s private jour ^  
It is a very outspoken piece of writing, not to ^  
Rabelaisian ; so far, this shonld prove that ^  
may be something Christian about it. Howeve , 
us turn to it and see.

That Lord Byron adored priests we learn fr° 
following:—

“  Thou ermined judge, pull off that sable cap ! o
W hat! Cana’t thou lie, and take thy morning 1 V 
Peep thro’ the casement, aee the gallows there ̂
Thy work hangs on i t ; could not mercy spare.
What had he done? Ask crippled Talleyrand,
Ask Beckford, Courtenay, all the motley banu 
Of priest and laymen, who have shared his gw 
(If gnilt it be)...... ”

And—
“  Could all the scourges canting priests inven 

To prop their legendary lies, torment 
My soul in death or rack my body here,
My voice I ’d raise insensible to fear.

No parson of the quorum feels a blush 
To claim the honors of the stinking brush • u6)
Whilst at the Bcent unkennelled curs gw0 
Until the poor misogynist is hung.

And base smell funguses insult his ghost 
With sainted columns in the Morning P°g ■

CbriBtiaIJ
That he was a firm supporter' of the 

faith is beyond doubt:—
“  Who has not seen how Mother Church can p 

Each vain tradition to her purposes,
And from the cradle to the grave supp y 
Proofs sacred of infallibility ? , r curse !
Would you be damned ? a text conveys 
Or rise again ? you have it in a verse.
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Her rites as means of revenue are prized :
For mammon’s sake our infants are baptised.
With golden offerings marriages are made ;
Woe to the union where no fee is paid.
Who weds or fornicates, no matter which,
Children begets, and makes the altar rich ;
But, where no offerings to the surplice fall,
The taste forthwith is anti-physical.
Hell-fire can hardly expiate the guilt
Of that damned sin—the Church’s rubric bilked.”

The second poem is entitled “ Leon to Annabella.” 
8 discovery is so romantic, that, before quoting 

r°m it, I venture to relate it here:—
“ About a mile from the Porta all'argine, at Pisa, 

there used to stand a small peasant’s cottage which 
was visited by an English gentleman, who resided some 
time in the above-mentioned city, for the purpose of 
pistol practice. To save the trouble of carrying his 
ammunition backwards and forwards, he left an old 
trunk in the garret of the cottage containing pistol 
balls, etc., wrapped up in apparently useless pieces of 
Paper. On the Englishman quitting the country, the 
trunk became the peasant’s property. He took it for a 
clothes trunk, and lined the bottom of it with the paper 
the pistol balls had been wrapped in, excepting one 
sheet, which, one cold day, he cut in half and pasted 
0ver a broken pane of glass in the window of his 
cottage.

Not very long after, another Englishman was acci­
dently drawn into conversation with the peasant, and 
the weather being hot, he entered the cottage and, 
whilst seated there, noticed some verses in English 
Pasted on the window. He asked how the paper had 
come there, upon which the peasant related his story, 
■■•bis led to his obtaining the other fragments at the 
bottom of the trunk. Thus the recovery of the poem.”

Marriage is considered a God-blessed union by the 
ag Urcb- “ Whom God hath joined let no man put 
i„,,nirer-” Lord Byron strongly supports this view 
ln "Leon and Annabella” : -

“  I saw the ring upon thy finger shine;
If that could make a wife, I saw thee mine.
The surplice man his mockery had done,
And Mother Church of two had made us one.

Some lisping fool, with empty dictums big,
Proud of his LLD. and periwig.
His mind wa3 not the crucible to try 
The deep arcana of love’s alchemy,
Whose highest flight of genius seems to be 
To settle squabbles on a belfrey key.
Shall dolts like him a husband’s rights define?”

8j. °or Mr. Chesterton ! It looked such a nice clean 
 ̂ ?° of Madeira, didn't it ? And it turned out such 

6Ve°rrid lump of concrete I The pity of itl How- 
cjajr> a8 a true Christian you have done your best to 
us ^  a man because he happens to be great, and, as 
fea|| ’ you have succeeded in pointing out that he 
evo  ̂Was a far greater Freethinker than any of us

r8° 8pecfced' J .F .C .F .

HAPPINESS.
My eyes aro levol with the grass,

And up and down each slender steop 
I watch its tiny peoplo pass.

The sun has lulled mo half asloep.
And all beneath my breath I sing.

This joy of mine is sweet to hold.
Such treasure had the miser king

Whose touch could turn the earth to gold.
Beep in the sunny grass I lie,

And breathe the garden-scents, wind-driven— 
So happy, that if I should die

They could not comfort me with Heaven. 
"N o r a  May French, in the “  American Magazine.”

B you and I—just you and I—
Should laugh instead of worry ;
If we should grow—just you and I—
Kinder and sweeter hearted,
Perhaps in some near by-and-by 
A good time might get started;
Ihen what a happy world 'twould be 
For you and mo—for you and m e!

— Longfellow.

Acid Drops.
— ♦

What a fine old tune that was—and, to a certain extent, 
still is ! Blessed be ye poor 1 Woe unto you rich ! And the 
rich heard it, and got richer; and the poor heard it, and got 
poorer; and all was for the best in the best of all possible 
worlds. Certainly this fine old tune is not quite as much 
appreciated as it used to be, but the clergy go on playing it 
for what it is worth, and some of them show how much they 
have profited by it. Here are three cases from quite recent 
newspaper reports. Rev. James Leigh Jones, of Montpelier - 
road, Brighton, left ¿£30,650 ; Rev. Edmund Bonus, of Bitton 
Hill House, Bitton, near Bath, left ¿641,027; Rev. Henry 
Beaufoy Wilder, of Salham, Berks, left ¿652,141. Self- 
denying followers of the “  poor carpenter of Nazareth ”  1 
Shall we say “  Christian Socialists ’ ’ ?

Witty old Bishop South said that the interpretation of 
prophecy was a subject that generally found a man cracked 
— or left him so. Parodying this epigram, we may say that 
“  Christian Evidences ” is a subject that generally finds a 
man a blackguard— or leaves him so. A more disgusting 
set of dirty-mouthed scoundrels never disgraced the earth. 
This fact seems to be dawning—slowly, but still dawning—  
on the better sort of Christians. We are glad to see that a 
writer in the Christian Commonwealth, who had distributed 
copies of that journal in Beresford-square, South Woolwich, 
on a recent Sunday morning, has been drawing a little 
attention to this unsavory matter. Speaking of the various 
open-air meetings held in the Square, he says :—

“ To the right is the platform of the Christian Evidence 
Brigade, railing at their friends the Secularists on the left, 
and often things are said which would be better left unsaid. 
Slang phraseology from a Christian Evidence lecturer is 
hardly the evidence likely to convince a doubter. “ God,” 
“ Christ,” “ Buddha,” “ Blatchford,” and “ Foote” are names 
frequently heard.”

“ Slang phraseology ” is not the worst offence of these 
Christian Evidence lecturers. Their stock-in-trade con­
sists almost entirely of personalities and slanders. Mr. 
Bernard Shaw once described himself humorously as “  a 
fluent liar." They are fluent liars without the humor. 
Perhaps this is what the C. C. writer refers to as things 
better left unsaid. The expression is a mild one, but it 
will do for a beginning.

The Islington Gazette should be thoroughly ashamed of 
itself. Someone has sent us a cutting from its issue dated 
July 29, containing a pretended report of what took place at 
Parliament Hill Fields on the evening of the N. S. S. 
Demonstration (Sunday, July 26). The report is obviously 
writton by a Christian Evidence hand, and is replete with 
lies and misrepresentations, which are really too brazen and 
silly for correction. We do not intend to trouble about the 
moral atavism of the C. E. S. vermin. What we intend to 
do is to ask the Islington Gazette a straight question. Is it 
honest journalism to publish as a fair and independent 
report an account written by one set of men of thoir own 
triumphs and the ignominious failure of their opponents ? 
If our contemporary answers this question in the affirmative, 
it places itself in a position which is fairly beneath con­
tempt. If it answers the question in the negative, it 
accuses itself of a very serious oflenco. Which horn of the 
dilemma does it prefer ?

There is this more to be said. The only possible answer 
to some of these Christian Evidence blackguards is a blow. 
Some of them are trying hard for it, and may succeed in 
obtaining it sooner than they expect. There are limits to 
what can be tolerated in public even from inveterate 
Yahoos. And we are bound to add that the Islington 
Gazette, by printing loathsome falsehoods about Freethinkers, 
writton by Christian Evidonco people bohind the scenes, 
and published as a bond fide editorial report, is doing its 
best (or worst) to promote a breach of the peace in North 
London.

Dr. Wardlaw Thompson has spoken out clearly and 
courageously in favor of Secular Education in all Govern­
ment schools; and as he is the Chairman of the Congrega­
tional Union of England and Wales, his words will carry 
weight. His reason, he said, had “  brought him fairly to see 
that in a State composed of people of varied views of 
religious subjects, the best thing was for the State to 
provide Secular Education.”  That is common sense asking 
for common justice. When will the Churches be unselfish 
and honest enough to come round to this the only sensible 
and just point of view ? ____

Mr. W, T. Stead has been making overtures to M. Stolypin 
in order to get the Salvation Army into Russia. Needless
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to say, no reference was made to the exposures in this 
country of the Army’s methods and its incriminating silence 
in the face of attacks. Stress was laid upon the fact that 
the Army would not interfere in politics, but would direct 
attention to the Gospel. The Russian minister promised to 
consider the matter, and we should not be surprised if he 
succeeds. M. Stolypin may be cute enough to perceive that 
if the Army could succeed in getting the attention of the 
peasants away from political reforms, and to dissipate their 
energies on religions preaching, it would be doing the 
bureaucracy no ill-service. At any rate, he may easily think 
the experiment worth a trial. What the real leaders of the 
Russian people will think is quite another question.

We noticed the other day, a long list of prominent 
preachers and the health resorts they are favoring with 
their presence. They have gone north, south, east, and 
west. None of them seem anxious for what they tell us is 
their real home—heaven. Perhaps it is because no return 
tickets are issued.

It is stated that during the reign of Queen Victoria, 
England made a profit of £200,000,000 on the opium trade 
with China. Then we cry out against the demoralising 
effects of opium in that country, and cite this as proof of 
the evils existing in a country that is not Christian. There 
is here the morality of modern Christian nations in a nut­
shell. Still the English people subscribed to send mission­
aries out to China, so that this was probably regarded as 
adequate compensation.

Among the various performances at the Methodist Con­
ference is one called “ A Conversation on the Work of God.” 
Some of the things that were said during this conversation 
will bring anything but comfort to the minds of religious 
people. There seemed, indeed, a fair impression among 
the speakers that the “  work of God ” was proceeding but 
ill. The Rev. Frank Ballard, for instance, practically told 
the meeting that unless the preachers altered their methods 
they might as well shut up. Another speaker reminded the 
meeting that the spiritual tone of Methodism had never 
been so low as now. This was endorsed by the Rev. E. 
Lloyd-Jones who said that the whole of the Christian Church 
was in a critical condition. The danger was that the objec­
tions against the Christian religion were more varied and 
more powerful than they had ever been before, but the 
defence of the Churches was feebler. They had no Atha­
nasius and no Butler. The Church once had teachers, it 
now had tapers. What it needed now was an Augustine or 
an Athanasius. ____

We sympathise with Mr. Jones in his cry for a man of 
genius to lead the churches. We do this the more cheerfully 
as no such phenomenon is likely to arise. The day has gone 
by when men of genius enter the Church, or when it develops 
geniuses from within. The time when either of these things 
occurred was when the churches possessed something like a 
decent intellectual life, or when it, at all events, dominated 
the intellectual life of the country. But every fresh scientific 
discovery, every new step in Bocial development, meant the 
divorce of intellect from the Church, and the opening of now 
avenues of interest and occupation to men of ability. In 
this way progress not only attacked the churches in virtue 
of the more accurate knowledge that grew up concerning 
man and the universe, it undermined it by making it im­
possible for the best mental life of the nation to enlist in its 
service. The Church has had men of genius, but that was 
at a time when the mental outlook was limited, and human 
knowledge more imperfect than at present. Religion now is 
the happy hunting-ground of mediocrity, opening a career to 
minds enamored of petty distinctions and trivial things. 
And the masses are finding their religious leaders out. 
They are, in fact, not leaders but followers, pandering to 
every passing passion, and catering to every taste that 
seems to hold out a promise of even temporary prosperity.

The Rev. Dr. Horton admits that in moral teaching we 
have little to impart to China, that the “ Chinese classics 
are morally so pure and elevated that they can be put in „ 
the hands of a young girl without injuring her modesty. 
Can the same be said of the Bible ? Can a young girl read 
it from cover to cover “ without injuring her modesty ‘ 
And yet Dr. Horton believes that the Chinese are a l°s" 
nation until they get the Bible and come to Christ, though 
“ their civilisation, their virtue, if not their religion.” are 
already of a very high order.

Christians are at last beginning to realise that the Bible is 
not a fit book to be placed in the hands of children. A 
London minister advocates the exclusion from all our seboo 
of a large number of its obscene and immoral stories, and » 
gets the support of many clerical and lay brethren through 
out the country. The wonder is, however, that these peop o 
have still the audacity to call and treat such a book as tli 
Word of God, claiming that it is the only rule of faith an 
conduct. And yet their present action shows that we af 
nearing the end of the stupid and wicked Bibliolatory wbic 
has for so long been the curse of Christendom.

We are told that “  Christianity, just because it i* * 
Divine revelation, is so infinitely great and wonderful tba 
its fulness cannot be comprehended by any human inte 
lect.” In other words, it is “ so infinitely great an t 
wonderful ” that nobody knows what it is. And
every parsonic Dick, Tom, and Harry imagines that 
and he alone, thoroughly understands it, while all 
differ from him are in possession of a more or less spurio 
article, or of some valueless substitute. In reality, boweve  ̂
Christianity, just because it is not a Divine revelation) 
neither infinitely great nor infinitely wonderful, but is J 
exactly what its human fashioners wish it to be.

yet
be,

who

A few weeks ago, A said to B, “ Your friend C is a Seep ' ’ 
isn't he ?” “ Yes,”  answered B ; “ but he is a thoroug j
good fellow, for all that.” " A  good fellow ?" thundered ̂  

Did I understand you to say a good fellow? Wbat 
earth do you mean ? A Sceptic a good fellow ? Impossi ' 
sir; impossible 1 How can anybody be good without be i 
ing in God and Christ ? If I had my way, sir, all su^ 
scoundrels would bo put to a violent and speedy death, 
all Socialists as well, who imagine that they can govern , 
world better than Almighty God. I am amazed at you, 81 ' 
Before he had finished speaking, A was in a towering ra® ̂  
his eyes flashing fire, and his mouth emitting foam. , 
yet it is maintained that the age of persecution is P ^  
Past ? Why, in spirit, and as far as possible in action, ^  
bulk of the Christians of the twentieth century &ri®cU. 
brutally intolerant as those of any former period. Pers 
tion will only die with the Christian religion.

A popular preacher cried out tho othor day, "  God s 
is better than the Devil’s best ” ; but the dear man 
that, if the Bible is true, God has no “ worst,” an 
Devil no “ best.”  Such an exclamation was just neit 
God nor to the Devil.

Here is another of the candid confessions which P̂ eaĈ jjjg 
sometimes make when off their apologetic guard. ^  ^  
comes, in a somewhat sensational form, from the R*v’ ¡veg 
Spurr, of the Mazo Pond Baptist Chapol. “ We call °ur 
a Christian country,”  says this man of God, “ we are n ^ | j  
of the kind; we aro largely a nation of idolaters. . joDg,l 
see you are alarmed—you think I am guilty of s°u repe»t 
statement, of exaggeration; not in the least; I ca  ̂ j,0 fault 
the statement, and proceed to tho proof.”  Wo »»  it
whatever with the confession, but beg to point ou ^  jjj* 
cannot be utilised as a reference or testimonia au 
Christian Church. Mr. Spurr is, by his own sH°,,ure. 
agent of an institution that has proved a gigantic i

The Rev. Dr. Horton recently occupied the City Temple 
pulpit and delivered what was described as an “  intensely 
philosophical”  discourse. The oration may have been 
“  intensely philosophical,” but what it gained in intentity 
it must have lost in accuracy. Fancy an Oxford M.A. 
deliberately telling an audience that in the “  first century of 
our era the prevalent philosophical doctrine was Neopla­
tonism," when nothing is more firmly established than that 
Neoplatonism was founded by Plotinus in the middle of the 
third century. He also called Philo, of Alexandria, a 
Neoplatonist, when it is well known that Philo must have 
been dead at least two hundred years before Neoplatonism 
was born. But such reckless inaccuracy is characteristic 
of the Evangelical Pulpit everywhere.

“  __ _____ ________
recently that he had attended the Keswick convention, w»-- 
bo enjoyed a delightful talk with God. He did not sa)' 
whether the interview was official or private; all be cou 
ofvnH ,thatult had taken placo, and for this even he on?  
gave them his baro word. What God said was unreportabl , 
as it always is. Nor was any reason given why it happen^ 
at Keswick rather than at Monmonth or Newport. 
tho Supreme Being prefer the Lake District to all other par
of England?

Co»'
The Rev. Dr. Frank Ballard warned the Wes.^.,^o0g of 

ference against forgetting its “ relation to forty.*»* e8]eyaO 
people outside.”  The fact was that tho sons of jj,e  
ministers and local preachers were turning BOOp*• ftt 
last time Dr. Ballard gave a Christian Evidence e
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York it was the son of one of their own ministers who “ was 
“J® strongest and most acute opponent to nearly everything 
that was Christian.” Thus in spite of all the conferences 
and congresses and conventions and summer schools, the 
cause of Freethought is progressing and the fortresses of 
superstition are gradually yielding.

A writer in the Christian Commonwealth, describing how
he met a poor, half-starved newspaper man who appealed
to him for help, adds, “ the appeal of his eye would have
Welted the stoniest Materialist.” Bearing in mind how
sensitive our contemporary is concerning orthodox references
o the New Theology, it would not be amiss if a little

discretion were manifested towards those who are neither
orthodox nor New Theologians. To continually identify
rutality and callousness with Materialism and Freethought generali- - ■- ^  *-j -uu oanuusuess wun materialism ana rreetnougut 

generally, is a very old religious trick, and a dirty one at 
hat. And it is surely a habit of which th<

‘hem selves upon the ethical superiority of
should divest themselves as soon as possible, to fr.ll—  ....................... -

---vc
I- O , . ----------------— . vu MiU UVVU l«U Xi. vv XJ V>Oll.UU

call 0i ow this writer’s lead it would be easy to retort that 
Ch °U8ness to suffering has been more characteristic of 

ristians than avowed Materialists. They, at least, have 
for ^  £na<te the burning and torturing of people the occasion 
gi ®* Public festival, and have never light-heartedly con- 
ggued millions to eternal torment for a difference of opinion.

sides, the writer forgets that the misery he was contem- 
¡n tl*3̂  a Pro<tuct °t a people who have been ostentatious 

he display of their religious belief. And if their religious 
SQ ?CeuPati°n has not been a condition of the existence of 
enn f^ject misery, it has certainly never been strong 
the^fi to induce them to co-operate for its abolition. On 

^her hand, if the writer will look into the matter, he 
hett tln<̂  Materialists have always striven for human 
W errncmt—not in the direction of soup distributing, they 
that8 DSUallY enough to see the futility of this—but it 
■̂ hi i°- ^i8Seminating sounder views of life and society 

ch is the only direction from which real help can come.

8tre 18 remarks that “ at the present time when such
an(jto,0UH efforts are being made by Socialists, Agnostics, 
^orl eculari«tB to pour contempt upon all forms of religious 
'hat'tl11̂  uP°n the very foundations of belief it is something 
con f ®re exists a society, well equipped intellectually to 
iB ij ra°t the destructive influences of aggressive Atheism 
Wad,° Pttrl£8 and open spaces of London.” We hope our 
Chr**r hold tight, but the society referred to is the 
\V0 l4 lan Evidence Society ! Well equipped intellectually 1 
tian̂ u^er whether the writer has ever listened to a Chris- 
&nd jVi^ence lecture 1 Perhaps, though, he is poking fun, 

We ought not to take him seriously.

Rev. Dr. Jeffrey has been telling a Kilsyth crowd that 
“ there is no music in hell.”  It might not be to the dis­
advantage of the neighborhood if he were compelled to 
verify the statement by personal experience.

Another of Dr. Jeffrey’s statements was that “ the Devil 
does not know a note of music.” We doubt it. Probably 
the Prince of Darkness sings as he turns over his fried 
souls. The reverend gentleman may find it so some day.

The Rev. John Telford has just delivered the Fernley 
Lecture, a Wesleyan institution, in which he undertakes to 
prove that there are two Providences, an upper, or God’s, 
and an under, or man’s. The upper Providence is perfect— 
God sitting on his throne, and ruling all things well, while 
the under providence is thoroughly bad and disastrous—man 
sitting on his throne and setting both God and his ruling at 
naught. What Mr. Telford recommends is that the two pro­
vidences should be amalgamated, or that God and man 
should enter into an intelligent partnership in the manage­
ment of the Universe. What we recommend, on the con­
trary, is that, God’s Providence, through some cause or other, 
having proved a disastrous failure, man should recognise no 
Providence but knowledge, and no Ruler but Nature as 
revealed both in his own constitution and environment.

Catholic Opinion indiscreetly prints an appeal from 
the Hon. Mrs. Charlton on behalf of the Palermo Branch 
of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Ani­
mals. The lady says that there is so much room for 
the work of this Society over there—11 animals probably 
suffering more cold-blooded torture there than anywhere 
else.” “  I have travelled all over the world,” she adds, 
“ hut I have never seen anything to equal the brutality and 
callousness displayed towards the animal creation through­
out Sicily.” But is not Sicily full of most bigotod Catholics? 
Why should cruelty to animals be so prevalent in a place 
inhabited almost exclusively by adherents of “ the religion 
of love ” ? We know the answer to that question, but we 
should like the Catholic Opinion people to think it out for 
themselves.

The Servians—if wo may trust a special correspondent of 
the Daily Chronicle—are filled with a most curious piety. 
His account of them reminds us of old Lord Eldon. Some­
body called him a pillar of the Church. “ No,” he replied, 
“ I ’m not a pillar, I ’m a buttress, 1 shove it up from 
outside.” In the same way the Servians are proud of their 
Church and support it handsomely, but they very seldom 
attend divine service. “ The priests,” they say, “ are paid 
to do the praying; why should we trouble about it? ” Hear, 
hear 1 And why should they pay for it ?

th, y on earth don’t the well-paid praying machines of all 
p r o b e s  d° something practical ? God knows, or 

Uüdet t OW< on their theory, the perpetrators of all the 
b^chi C‘C<1 murders. Why don’t these two-legged praying 
of M;Uos him to divulge the identity of the murderers 
âtiKl'18 Ghoriff, of Bournemouth, of Phillis Dimmock, of 

The j°Q town—and of poor littlo Mario Bailes, of Islington? 
V g0, who committed those awful crimes aro still at 
theat'c, t hoy may Bit next to you in a train, a tramcar, or a 
teli8j ’ 't'his is a frightful roiloction. It would be for the 
^der ] 8afety °t all of us if these monsters wore placed 
chatiCo f an(t hoy. Here is a chance for the clorgy ! A 
btujjh, . God I Lot them take the opportunity or cease 

Siting and retiro from business.

tePort ^russo *̂ correspondent of tho Morning Advertiser 
Piett0S a horrible affair which took placo at Ghent Saint­
e s  ^ young man, belonging to a well-known family, 
a pool Uf k*D k 's bedroom terribly injured. Ho was lying in 
his n0s° hlood. With a shoemaker’s knife ho had cut off 
a sh0c.].° aûd ri8ht ear- He llad hashed his wrists, inflicted 
attemi)flnTi Wound in his abdomen, destroyed one eye, and 
his pai  Ut7 cut out his tongue. Ho was just able to inform 
God, w|  ̂ *hat he had mutilated himself at tho order of 
PUni’sij},-° appeared to him and commanded him to
ah°uld ' '
ïeh»i,

'»ho
shoni(j a!nSê . *or the sins ho had committed. Rovivalists 

ligioo  ̂ this caso to their catalogue of the blessings of

A Wic
ht°r oan,.̂ ‘ sc'Pl6 of the mock and lowly Jesus warns the 
aving call h .British Weekly that except he repents of 

V*o trm e i tl10 Ghurch of Rome, tho great whore, a part 
apist, -ur Church, ho shall surely perish with his deluded 

be i®nder Dr. Nicoll our sincere condolence. He 
«embhng in his boots.

At Halifax Police Court, on August 1, a child maintien- 
ance caso, it was stated that the defendant was, “ at tho 
time,” a Salvation Army bandsman. Defendant promised 
to marry tho applicant, but she found he had a wife and 
several children. Tho court mado tho usual order. And the 
Salvation Army will say nothing. These things only make 
a stir if tho culprit is a Freethinker. Christian offenders are 
too common to excite comment. “ A Secularist in the dock " 
would be an exciting line on a newspaper bill. "A  Christian 
in the dock ” would attract no attention.

“ Ned Wright” was onco a respcctablo burglar—a member 
of a profession that at least takes it risks. But he got 
converted and spent tho rest of his life in the debasing 
profession of an evangelist. He was just concluding a 
mission in Cornwall when tho Lord took him. What 
profession he follows, now is unknown. Ho may bo singing 
the Glory Song—he may be stoking.

The Matlock Golf Club held a meeting lately to discuss 
Sunday golf. Dr. Moxon did not intend to play on Sunday, 
but he was in favor of each member pleasing himself. Rev. 
R. Foster, a Congregational minister, said he regarded golf 
on tho Sabbath as demoralising. Any other day in the 
week, no doubt, the game changes its character. Another 
minister, tho Itov. J. Thomas, emitted a still more melan­
choly wail. Ho said ho was almost heart-broken at some of 
the moral aspects of Matlock life. Probabiy the explanation 
is that tho reverend gontleman’s heart is very brittle. We 
hope ho will bo able to get it repaired. Meanwhile, we have 
to note that the club members, by a majority of two, voted 
in favor of Sunday golf. On that point the Sabbatarian 
$ ection will probably have to seek the help of the Lord.

When a forest fire happens, all sorts of animals are made 
one company by fear. Hunters and hunted, panthers and
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their prey, huddle together as if they were all vegetarians. 
Their differences are all drowned in a common terror. 
Thus it appears to be with the clergy of the various Chris­
tian denominations at Wigan. Alarmed at the spread of 
“ infidelity ” in the town, through the efforts of the N. S. S. 
missioner, they have joined their forces and started “ The 
United Christian Lecture Committee.” Seven “ centres ” 
are marked out, and five monthly meetings are to be held 
at each during the coming winter. We are glad to hear it. 
The more the clergy defend their faith the worse it will 
appear. They will find this out in time. But in the mean­
while they will do good by exposing the intellectual barren­
ness of their religion.

The Bishop of Sheffield regrets that “  the admission of 
the clergyman into the sick room is so often regarded as a 
signal of the grave nature of the case, and that the prayers 
of the Church were looked upon almost as a sentence of 
death.” In other words, when it comes to “ God help you,” 
you may pass in your checks.

A Taunton rector advocates, in the Church Times, 
what he calls “ the right use of the intellect.”  Now, 
“ the right use of intellect,”  according to him, 
necessitates the acceptance of Christianity as a direct 
revelation from heaven. That is to say, all who employ 
their reason,' as the rector does his, in the service of belief, 
are true Rationalists, while all those whose reason has led ! 
them to reject Christianity are styled false Rationalists. 
What a wonderfully conclusive argument! How eminently 
honored Taunton is in being able to number such an in­
fallibly wise parson among its benefactors. “ Sir,” says the 
rector, “ you are in soul-destroying error.” “ How do you 
make that out, rector ? ” “ Because you differ from me,
sir.”

The Rev. Dr. Ambrose Shepherd, of Glasgow, has pub­
lished a book modestly entitled, The Responsibility o f God. 
Well, if the God preached by such all-knowing people as 
Dr. Shepherd actually exists, he is responsible for everything, 
good or bad, right and wrong, and his guilt in respect of all 
the evils, sufferings, and sorrows of the world is past finding 
out. If such a God exists, he is the arch-criminal of the 
universe.

The Rev. F. B. Meyer has a charming explanation of the 
New Testament teaching, “ Your Father will clothe you, oh 
ye of little faith.”  Jesus, ho says, did not mean that God 
would look after the actual clothing; what he meant was 
that “ God would provide the wool of which clothing would 
be made by the co-operation of shepherds, shearers, wool- 
merchants, shippers, spinners, tradesmen, and tailors.” It 
hardly needed a revelation to tell us this much, anyway. 
We all know how the clothes are manufactured, and whethor 
we are told or not that God sends the wool does not seem to 
add anything very important. Still, Mr. Meyer should 
know, as he is in the text-mongering business. And it would 
be absurd to expect that a clergyman would interpret a text 
dishonestly.

There is at least one Christian, however, whom Mr. 
Meyer's exegesis would not suit. This is a Sunday-school 
teacher of forty-five years’ standing, who claims to have 
studied his Bible “ intelligently.” He writes, in the British 
Congregationalist: “ If I did not believe that Jonah was 
swallowed by a big fish, that the sun really did stand still 
over Ajalon, and that Daniel and Job were real historic per­
sonages, then I should at once declare that the Bible was 
simply a bundle of anecdote like iEsop's Fables, and should 
leave church and Sunday-school for ever.” This would 
indeed be a calamity 1 The presence of a teacher at once 
so well-informed and so religious must exert a powerful 
influence for good over the young people who are under his 
tuition. Presuming there are many more Sunday-school 
teachers of this type, we can dimly realise what the country 
owes them for their many years’ work, and what a different 
state of things might have prevailed had they nover given 
their attention to the task of training the young.

During the past twelve months over one hundred cycles 
have been stolen from churches in Surrey during service. 
The owners were inside praying, and left their cycles in the 
care of God. Now, if they had tipped a friendly policeman, 
best part of the hundred cycles would have been saved.

More “ Providence.” The great typhoon, which sank 
several European boats at Hong Kong, drowned thousands of 
Chinese. “  For his tender mercies are over all his works.”

Christians who talk so fluently about the non-progressive 
character of Mohammedan civilisation—which is such silly 
talk in the light of history—must be a bit taken aback at 
the present state of things in Turkey. What the Christian 
Russians have not been able to do with long revolutionary 
action, including frequent assassinations, the Mohammedan 
Turks have been able to do at one stroke. And while the 
Jews are still oppressed in Russia, and only the Holy Greek 

; Church is really tolerated, in Turkey the Jews, the Chris­
tians, and the Mohammedans are all fraternising at the altar 
of political liberty.

A correspondent says, “ You will soon bo out of work, Mr. 
Foote.” He encloses a leaderette from a Manchester paper, 
in which reference is made to “ the Pharoah of the Exodus, 
who, it seems, was not overwhelmed in the Red Sea or any­
where else.” We are glad to see this old Bible story se 
down as a fable, but such scepticism still leaves plenty o 
“ work for Mr. Foote.”

Rev. George Wise, of Liverpool, writes to the local R°s 
and Mercury that he is putting on his armor to fgon 
Mormonism. He will have all his work cut out if 
carries the Bible with him. There is not a word agains 
polygamy from the beginning of Genesis to the e11“ 
Revelation.

The paper in which Mr. Wise makes this announcement 
devotes a long leader to Mormonism. There seems to be a 
fear that Mormon propaganda will give English young me 
a taste for polygamy. But what is going to give them t 
means to maintain several wives ? Most men in Englan 
find it hard enough to keep one.

Evidently the dear Daily News does not know everything 
about Atheists. An advertisement in the Morning “ ° 
lately asks for aid in 11 a militant crusade towards the ov 
throw of Atheism and Materialism.” Perhaps it will be sa' 
that the advertiser is on the make. So he may be. & 
the fact that he puts down his money for such an auve 
tisement shows he is aware that plenty of people (outs 
the Daily News office) are familiar with the fact that Atheis 
is spreading.

It is reported that General Booth is going blind. His f° 
lowers have been blind all the time.

The Better Land.

Suggested by the popular poem by Mrs. Hemans.
“ I ukar parsons speak of a bettor land,

And a rest for every laboring hand ;
Tell me, dear mother, where is that shore 
Where shall I find it and work no more ?
Is it at home, this delightful ground, „
Where the golden harps and angels are fouu ,g) 
Is it where 1 General ’ Booth on his motor-car HP^  ̂  
Or in Rome where the Popo is counting his be 
Is it at Shophord's Bush, so fino and grand,
I shall find this adorable land ?” _

“  Not thore, not there, my child 1

“  Is it far away on the Rio Grande ?
In Ecuador or Basutoland ?
Is it far away on Biblical shores,
Where unicorns fight and the dragon roars 
Or will it in drear Soudan bo found,
Where British bones manure the ground ? 
Or on tho banks of the sacred Nile ? 
Perhaps ’tis away on some coral isle,
With dusky groves and silver strand V 
Is it there, dear mother, that beauteous lan 

“  Not there, not there, my child

“  Eye hath not seen that fair land, my chi , 
Ear hath but heard an echo wild—
The nightmare of an excited brain,
That dreamers have, ever again.
Far away, bfiyond the ken 
Of sober, practical, brainy men ;
Far away beyond the sight . , . .
Of men whose heads aro screwed on ig 'a 
Where tho turrets of Colney Hatch do 
See tho golden streets of that lovely an „ 

’Tis there, ’tis thore, my child M-
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Ur. Foote’s Engagements.

Sunday, August 16, 6 p.m., Regent’s Park, Free thought Demon­
stration.

■̂ugust 23, Freethought Demonstration, Brockwell Park. 
September 6, 13, 20, 27, Queen’s (Minor) Hall.

Glasgow ; 11, Leicester ; 18, Manchester ; 25, Stanley 
“ all, London.

T he National Secular Society's office is at 2 Newcastle-street, 
Farringdon-street, E.C.

L etters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed 
to 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

L ecture Notices must reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon- 
street, E.C., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be 
inserted.

F riends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Freethought Pub­
lishing Company, Limited, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon- 
street, E.C., and not to the Editor.

To Correspondents

The President’s Honorarium Fund : Previously acknowledged. 
Crow*8)) ®u )̂8cr*Pt' ons> £213 17s. 6d Received since.—Mrs.

Perry.—We have seen the official document deposing 
r. j .  T. Lloyd from the Presbyterian Church in South 

all °a— 0̂r "  Prea°hing Atheism.” No other offence 
leged or suggested, and a hope is expressed that he will 

e‘Urn to the true fold. This is a sufficient answer to the 
Dfarnous statement, with which we will not soil our pages, 
ade by “  Mr. Green, a Christian Evidence lecturer,”  who 
ould appear to be a worthy member of his fetid tribe, 

j,' ?• Henderson.—See “  Acid Drops.”  Thanks, 
th Ĉ DLTY'— f°P°w y°u. but this is not the time of 

e year for gratuitous exertion. When the sun shines and 
6 sea calls we find all work a bother, but a lot of it we cannot 
eape, and all the rest we let slide until a more convenient 

eason. To speak quite plainly, we take all the leisure we can 
set at this time of the year.

®LSvins.—Shall be sent. We are always glad to rece..„ 
th^p8 anî  addresses of likely persons to whom we may post 

e Freethinker gratuitously for six consecutive weeks. Pleased

J.

to hear you have been reading this journal for about two years.
that you can “ honestly say you count from that time the 

j  mancipation of your life.”
^ • S tewart.—See “  Acid Drops.” Thanks 
^ ' • Ball.—Many thanks for cuttings. 

v ApLI!J-—-Pleased to have your good wishes—and glad to hear 
WinV^6 is a Freethinker as well as yourself. The baby girl 
had a 8°°^ chance. When she is old enough, tell her she 

u the benediction of an old soldier in the war of the libera-
tion of humanity.
•bPRNCER.—Thanks. 
Pbetny

We saw “  Adjutant ” Gumbleton’s 11 bias 
,, j quoted in John Bull. We quoted Salvation Army 

,n laBphemy ”  twenty-five years and a half ago, when we stood 
ind' B do°k at the Old Bailey defending ourselves against an 

'«tment under the Blasphemy Laws. The form you enclose 
fro 8 ‘ ‘ Received from William Booth”  instead of “ Received 
the wtt'o Salvation Army ”  because William Booth legally it 
Per ” a*vat‘on Army, every pennyworth of its assets being his 
Uj ona' property. Of course, there is a Trust Deed, but it 

jj ^  e y makes William Booth answerablo to William Booth, 
t),: Bcholey says: “ I am one of a third generation of Free 
aPetvr8'” tie encloses some old newspaper cuttings, including 
Viet' - n his grandfather, Edwin Augustus Scholey, to Queen 
‘‘ hi °ria a8ainst the continued imprisonment of the Freethinker 

L y  aaPhemers” in 1883. 
l\ jj’ ^ RKlr-—Thanks for suggestions.

Cann f i |tES-—®uch cuttings are always useful, even if they 
Q_ j, ot a*ways be used at the very moment
ih ,, a5IANil-—Your cuttings are welcome ‘̂ ARETn r._______ r,. , . .B>shoTa d j E c n — Pleased to see our paragraph 

S h r » ° f  Sacramento’s preaching a borrowed sei
on 

sermonOQh. '  , wuoiamuiiukj o picabiuu^ ui uuuuncu Bcnnuii at
help !]?■ r.y reproduced in the Hereford Timet. We cannot 
“ Ap- “ inking that a good many local newspapers would find an 

T. ij tJrop ”  of ours a welcome morsel to most of its roaders. 
^ / M ob, who has had to resign the secretaryship of the 
atld rri ° Branch, owing to a removal, says that lie sees more 
adds • what a degrading thing Christianity generally is, and 
of c ‘ "Row grateful we should all be that there are some men 
assista^80 (that ¡8 the main thing) left, like you and your able 
anyt],- 9’ Ŵ ° W‘B not be frightened or flattered into saying 
best o hut your own thoughts in the way that seems to you

G’ ®. Goand an'h? — Atheists have nothing to lose, if there bo a God 
Who co°i i r tt8 long as they are honest men ; for a God 
case Cp1 ■ PQn*8h honest men would be a Devil, and in that 

ii. ri8t'ans would be “ up a tree ” like other people. 
X ^ ^ h u r g h ) .  —Glad you found such a good helper in 
if. Q ^ te*art at Dalkeith.

mapy'th° I!araHrapb. Thanks. Pleased to have your “ many, 
r, ^hich wanaB ”  *or what you call “ the brilliant manner”  in 
'*• Bolsj.k carry °ut our “  mission in lifo.”

B«r pr R' ^ r' T"oote will visit Liverpool at almost any cost. 
Go °P loP1Kanda mu8t not be silenced during the winter months. 

r.P'fsevnho Ing tor halls. Success often crowns the last effort of
8. w, ce>

^'gan — Glad to see you have so far got the better of the
6uccessfui 8 ’ also that the Liverpool Branch meetings are so 

Secop to° Buccessful for some peculiar ill-wishers. 
fatr>PBdni Limited, office is at 2 Newcastle-street,

eoon-street, E.O.

P ersons remitting for literature by stamps are specially requested 
to send halfpenny itampt.

T he Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing 
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:—One year, 
10s. 6d.; half year, 5s. 3d. ; three months. 2s. 8d.

Scale of Advertisements : Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every suc­
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements :—One inch- 
48. 6d. ; half column, Jt'l 2s. 6d. ; column, £2 5s. Special 
terms for repetitions.

Sugar Plums.

There was an immense crowd around the N. S. S. plat­
form in Victoria Park on Sunday evening. The said plat­
form was a brake (with pair of horses) kindly provided by 
Mr. E. Wilson. The occasion was a Freethought Demon­
stration under the auspices of the N. S. S. Executive. Mr. 
Silverstein acted as chairman, and the speakers were F. A. 
Davies, A. B. Moss, C. Cohen, and G. W. Foote. Miss Vance, 
Miss Stanley, and other ladies, were busy taking up the col­
lection. Before the brake drove away, three cheers were 
given for all the speakers, and an extra three cheers for the 
President.

Another Freethought Demonstration will be held this 
evening (Aug. 16) in Regent’s Park, near the Fountain, oppo­
site Gloucester Gate entrance. Mr. Wilson’s brake will be 
the platform again, and the speakers will be F. A. Davies, 
A. B. Moss, W. Heaford, C. Cohen, and G. W. Foote. As the 
evenings are drawing in now, the Demonstration will start 
at 0 o ’clock punctually.

Mr. J. T. Lloyd delivers two addresses to-day (Aug. 16) at 
the “ Annual Services”  of the Failsworth Secular Sunday- 
School. South Lancashire “ saints ”  will please note.

There will bo no lectures under tho N. S. S. Branch in 
Liverpool to-day (Aug. 16). The Branch goes for its annual 
picnic. Tho party loaves Woodsido Ferry, Birkenhead, at 
1 p.m. for a drive to Thurstaton. Tickets of Mr. G. Roleffs, 
49 Whitofield-road. ____

At Leeds on Friday (Aug. 7) Mr. Auberou H. Fisher, son 
of Mr. Greeves-Fisher, one of the Old Guard, made his 
debut as speaker. Ho gave a very clear address on “  Science 
and tho Bible,” and answered all questions in a manner 
which evoked applause. After “  criticism ” from a parson 
and an ex-soldier, Mr. Wishart called on Mr. Fisher to 
reply. This was done in a manner that surprised a ll; the 
“  saints ”  were pleased, and the parson fell in reputation. 
Showing this, ho tried to rush the platform at the end, but 
tho chairman prevented it. The ex-soldier said ho was 
sorry and surprised to see one so young “ blaspheming "  in 
public. Mr. Fisher, with coolness beyond his years, replied 
that he was surprised and sorry to see one so old holding 
such ridiculous ideas.

Secular Thought (Toronto) reproduces our article on tho 
death of Gerald Massey. We are glad to see our Canadian 
contemporary flourishing, or at least subsisting, in spite of 
all difficulties. Mr. Ellis must be gifted with remarkable 
pertinacity.

Wo strongly desire to see Mr. Manson’s book on The 
Salvation Army and the Public extensively circulated. The 
new, up-to-date, sixpenny edition places it within everyone’s 
reach. We have arranged with Messrs. Itoutledge, the 
publishers, with Mr. Manson’s concurrence, to let copies of 
the book be sold by tho Pioneer Press at 2 Newcastle-street, 
E.C. Orders should bo sent direct to the Manager there. 
Every Freethinker ought to purchase, read, and keep by him 
a copy of this remarkable exposure of the Salvation Army. 
At this price the idea of profit to tho author is entirely out 
of question. His object is evidently to let the public have 
the truth at cost price, so that it may spread from one end 
of the country to the other. We appeal to Freethinkers to 
asssist in promoting this laudable object. Let them do their 
utmost to get this book into the hands of the people.
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A Plea for Peace.

Passages from Mr. Foote’s pamphlet, The Shadow of the 
Sword, written twenty years ago, and recently reprinted 
specially by the Humanitarian League for distribution at the 
International Peace Congress.

The man-eating monster of fiction is terrible enough 
to romantic young minds under the spell of the 
story-teller, but he is almost genial and harmless in 
comparison with the real ogre of war. Generation 
after generation this frightful monster gorges him­
self on human flesh and blood, solacing his intervals 
of satiety with the wine of human tears. And every 
time he prepares for a fresh repast, he demands a 
larger provision for his ravenous appetite.

* * * ❖

Awful as is the ogre’s blood tax, his impositions 
between meals are even worse. In the palmy days 
of the Roman empire, less than four hundred thou­
sand troops sufficed to preserve the peace of the 
world ; and, if we except petty frontier tussles with 
barbarians, they often did so for thirty or forty years 
together. But Europe has now its standing armies 
whose total is reckoned in millions, and the peace is 
broken three or four times in half-a-century. Let it 
also be remembered that the Roman soldier was a 
worker as well as a fighter, helping to carry the 
practical civilisation of Rome wherever her eagles 
floated. Our high roads, the arteries of pedestrian 
and vehicular circulation through England, were 
first made by the imperial legions who used the pick 
and the spade more frequently than the sword. 
But the armies of modern Europe are all idlers. 
Their sole business is destruction. In peace they 
consume without producing, and in war they devour 
like the locust and the caterpillar. They are not 
the lame, the blind, the maimed, and the imbecile, 
but the young flower of the male population, with­
drawn from productive industry and the refining 
influence of domestic discipline, and supported by 
the labor of others while they “ learn the art of 
killing men.” We shall consider this economical 
aspect of the subject more fully presently; mean­
while let us deal with the causes of war.

“ A background of wrath,” says Carlyle, “ which 
can be stirred up to the murderous infernal pitch, 
does lie in every man, in every creature.” True, 
and this fierce instinct may be held to account 
directly for the combats of animals, for primitive 
human fighting,for duels among “ civilised” peoples, 
and for street fights and all personal brawls. But it 
accounts only indirectly for modern warfare. “ Civi­
lised wager of battle ” is the game, not of peoples, 
but, to use Earl Beaconsfield’s phrase, of “ sovereigns 
and statesmen though sometimes, it must be con­
fessed, the people are egged on by what are perhaps 
the vilest specimens of the human race— truculent 
journalists, who gain fame and profit by pandering 
to the most disgusting hatreds. Cowpor long ago 
remarked that war is a game which kings would not 
play at were their peoples wise. The fact is, our 
brute instincts, racial prejudices and national vanities 
are systematically traded on by our rulers. Nothing 
is so cheap and easy as a “ foreign policy,” as nothing 
is so hard as a domestic one ; and nothing so diverts 
attention from home affairs as the simple expedient 
of a foreign broil. If declaring war lay with Parlia­
ment, the juggle would be more arduous. But it 
does not. The Government hurries ns into war 
before we can discuss its policy, and when the matter 
comes up for debate, not only have things gone too 
far for interference, but the question resolves into 
one of confidence in the ministry, instead of approval 
of the particular measure. By that time also the 
beast in us has tasted blood. The savage thirst for 
more is upon us. Illustrated papers and daily war 
correspondence familiarise us with slaughter, and 
the sane voice of the keepers of reason is drowned 
in the clamor of the wild beasts of passion, scenting 
carnage and carrion.

Eighty years ago Nelson told his seamen that they 
had but one duty— to love old England and hate 
every Frenchman like the devil. Such a sentiment 
was of course loudly acclaimed, but it was after al 
a cultivated sentiment. When Pitt began opera­
tions against France he found it necessary to tune 
the pulpit, and bribe and intimidate the press m 
England. In due time his policy was successful* 
The people were grossly abused, and after a f0W 
years’ fighting, when their blood was up, they were 
ready for anything in the shape of war. France 
merely stood to them as a synonym for enemy* 
They cursed and hated Frenchmen with the sp*rl 
of a bull rushing at a red cloak, the cunning matador 
who flourished the scarlet having his own ends to 
serve through the creature’s madness.

Mr. Bright once said that without deolariuj?^^ 
wars unjustifiable, he would like to see a sin^olQplf 
justified. It was a request very difficult to £ fc0OU0, 
with. Every war we enter upon is perfectly rig ^ eJp 
but somehow the historian afterwards wn 0^  g, 
all down as crimes or mistakes. Self defen ¡t¡ 
natural instinct; it never can be eradicate » apd
never should. But it implies an aggr088^ ^  eid0 
consequently all justification of war on the ^fret- 
only  serves to heighten its guiltiness on

The world’s peace will never be secure until the 
Democracy takes the reins of power into its own 
hands. Parliaments will be less ready to declare 
war than Governments. Men will vote against war 
when the decision lies with them, who would no 
vote against their party when hostilities have begaD’ 
and it is too late to undo the mischief without over­
turning the Ministry. The formalities of public 
debate would also allow a pause for reason to asser 
itself. The first passionate impulse of revenge 
would have time to subside, and wisdom, justice, an 
humanity would gain a hearing.

* * * *

The constitutional power of the Sovereign to 
declare war is, of course, never exercised withou 
the advice and consent of his responsible ministers, 
in other words, the King no more actually declare® 
war than he actually appoints bishops. The Cabine 
is really supreme, and these officials take advantage 
of a constitutional fiction to carry matters with ® 
high hand. In domestic business they are oblige" 
to consult Parliament before they can move a step, 
in foreign affairs they act first and consult it aft® ' 
wards. Even then it is only because they need J 
endorsement for their acceptances. A vote of censur 
may he moved and may bo passed upon them, as v 
all know; but what Ministry fears such a con 
tingency ? * * * *

No doubt the upper classes furnish good fighting 
men, just like the lower classes, for brute courage 
common enough, and, as John Bright said, 
quantity of it can be got for a shilling a day. 
Tommy Atkins dies as well as his officer, only he 
nothing to do with the war except risking bis h ’ 
all the direction and all the glory and profit rosti g 
with his superiors. a

Go through the Peerage and see what an enorm0 ^  
number of military and naval posts are held by 
scions. They command our forces, they g0t 1 
lion’s share of pay, they shine in the Gazettes, & 
they receive all the honors and rewards wo 
having. Poor Tommy Atkins dies unannalled  ̂
unknown, or, if he survives, has to content hi . 
with the reflection that virtue is its own r0^  . ̂  
His wife and children (if the celibate rule 0 
army for  privates allows him those luxuries) arÔ jj0y 
to semi-starvation or vice or orime, unless 0jj 
gravitate to the workhouse. Tommy hn0 jje 
better bo at home earning an honest living, ^  
himself generally knows; but ho goes al’ioafcjj0ir 
fight the battles of the upper classes because 
villainous laws have starved him into the ablo- 
citizen’s last resource.



August i 6, igo8 THE FREETHINKER 523

great conqueror is only another name for a great 
criminal. Nature quietly buries and conceals every 
race of his ravages. Would that the world could 

dem°°n or remember him only to con-

Priests may consecrate our banners, without regard 
,? ^he merits of the side on which they are ranged, or 

6 awful scenes over which they float; every regi- 
^c&t may carry its chaplain for ghostly succor; 
, I the Church may solicit God’s blessing on every 

oody enterprise we engage in. But the teachers 
religion cannot decree right and wrong, nor have 

,, any magic to transform crime into virtue, 
•the primal duties shine aloft like stars ” beyond 
° reach of chance and change, however momen- 

arily obscured by clouds of incense from a thousand 
tars. And if the ministers of the Prince of Peace 

annot see the monstrous wickedness of war, there 
j PPily remains enough instinctive justice and mercy 

the breasts of heretics to brand it as a capital 
ritne against humanity.

War is just in self-defence, or in defence of a 
®’ghbor unjustly attacked. We are not of those 
ho believe in the refusal of aid between nations in 

circumstances. The sword maybe, for some time 
’ as necessary as the lancet, but it should never 

„«drawn except against the enemies of mankind. 
8h s of man,” said Burke, “ should never be
, ed but to redeem the blood of man. It is well 

cd for our friends, for our country, for our kind. 
® rest is vanity; the rest is crime.”

 ̂ When any of these great duties call us we should 
6 ready to defend them ; and if ever England were 
cnaced by a brutal invader, the most peaceful 

1 lzen might well wish her to be animated by the 
■a‘D3e brave spirit that whipped the pride of the 

and drove the hectoring Dutch fleets from 
1., English seas. Nay, to defend the nation’s 

erties in the dark hour of extreme peril, one 
 ̂ *gbt hope that her sons would make ramparts of 

eir bodies, and if they could not make a pact with 
tory, make a pact with death ; that her daughters 

oul(j gia(jiy resign their dearest in the spirit of the 
Partan mothers of old; and that the very children 
Sbt, like Hannibal, be dedicated to a righteous 

evenge.

the

Wejj ' ■u are then far from loving peace at any price, 
sibl ^cre is little need to denounce such an impos- 
0  6 doctrine. It is not that way our danger lies, 
to / ^h tin g  instincts, inherited from savage ances- 
a 8’ ai[e too strong for us to submit tamely to 
.o f ^ i o o ,  even if the law of self-preservation did 

Prompt us to defend our own.

* S * M .  sort of thing must go on for ever, one 
aDn  ̂ mcbrmd, with Huxley, to welcome the 
atlJj ?a°b of any comet that could sweep this earth, 
obii . millions of pestilent cutthroats, into eternal 
get/100' No wonder the great, strong, implacable 
Vjc lQs °f Swift brought in war as one of the worst 
Ij0 8 °f the Yahoos. Gulliver’s master, among the 
^hat nknm9> thought he must be saying the thing 
^hn k&S n°E when he counted the number of those 
d6ge “ ad been killed in battle. And when he 
and r , ^ the weapons and manœuvres of warfare, 

d such incidents as “ plundering, stripping, 
CO burning, and destroying,” the Houyhnhnm
that tbD̂ e  ̂ ^im to be silent, and expressed a belief 
boj | Yahoos did not really possess any reason, 
hatny i “  8°me quality fitted to increase their 

ral vices.”

Wh v *
Who wk. 8hoald we think of a man in private life 
and tr' ? P 0^ out a sword every time he quarreled, 
8°°Q b 6 his opponent’s throat ? He would
aEo s 0 re êgated to the prison or the asylum. What,

think of a man who sticks to his opinion,
er rash it 

be has
may be, and 
once taken

refuses to abandon it 
it up— as though his

infallibility were the chief thing in the universe, to 
which all else must be subordinated; and who would 
sooner be ruined than confess to a mistake ? We 
consider him a dolt, a mule, a vain idiot. And if he 
refuses to submit his differences with others to 
friendly or legal adjucation, we regard him as still 
worse; for we naturally think with Grotius that 
“ the party who refuses to accept arbitration may 
justly be suspected of bad faith.”

Now, what peculiar logic is there that can render 
the folly of an individual wisdom in a nation, or 
transform private wickedness into a national virtue ? 
We have not the slightest doubt that quarrels 
between nations will eventually be settled as quarrels 
between individuals are settled now, by appeal to an 
acknowledged tribunal. That is the certain tendency 
of our age.

* * * *

Napoleon himself, in the solitude of St. Helena, 
dreamed of “ the application to the great European 
family of an institution like the American Congress, 
or that of the Amphictyon in Greece; ” and he 
asserted that “ this agglomeration of European 
peoples must arrive, sooner or later, by the mere 
force of events.” How many eminent men have 
since expressed the same view! Victor Hugo uttered 
the right great word “ The United States of Europe.” 
A recognised international tribunal, a high court of 
nations, would allow of a great reduction in the 
armies of Europe. Public opinion would restrain 
the fractious; or, as Tennyson says, “ then the 
common sense of most would hold a fretful realm in 
awe.” Even the most selfish State, in its moment 
of intensest excitement, would shrink from violating 
international law if the outrage brought upon it 
swift punishment by the armed comity of Europe. 
Gradually, with the cessation of war and the growth 
of peaceful sentiments, Europe would become 
ashamed of its barbarous past; and we might reason­
ably hope that the benign process would continue—

“  Till the war-drums throbbed mo longer, and the battle- 
flags were furled

In the Parliament of man, the Federation of the world.”

Who can point to a single particle of good which 
our lavish expenditure on war and warlike prepara­
tions has conferred on any human being, except 
generals, army contractors, and bondholders ? When 
the little boy, in Southey’s poem, wants to know 
what the battle of Blenheim was all about, and what 
benefit resulted from the rival armies leaving their 
empty skulls as memorials to future ages, old Kaspar 
is nonplussed.

“  1 Why, that I cannot tell,’ said he,
‘ But ’twas a famous victory.’ ”

A famous victory! Yes, the adjective is thrown 
over it to hide the misery and folly. “ Glory ” is the 
bait on the despot’s hook; the gilded fetter on a 
strutting slave; the plume in the helm of a mailed 
freebooter. True and lasting glory is only won by 
the victories of peace. “ These are matters so 
arduous,” as Milton told Cromwell, “ that in com­
parison of them the perils of war are but the sports 
of children.”

Christendom is armed to the teeth; and as Sir 
Henry Maine too truthfully observed, “ During the 
last quarter of a century, a great part, perhaps the 
greatest part, of the inventive faculties of mankind 
has been given to the arts of destruction.” The 
workman in the factory and the peasant in the field 
know that they may at any moment be summoned 
from their peaceful vocations by the trumpet of 
battle. They know also that war has become more 
and more scientific, that horrid explosives have made 
it more ghastly, and that they would be marshalled 
for hideous slaughter, where each man sees the 
comrade fall at his side but not the enemy that 
strikes him dead. Some of them who sicken at the 
prospect, not with coward fears but with manly
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disgust, might almost cry with Shakespeare’s North­
umberland :—

“ Let heaven kiss earth ! Now let not Nature’s hand 
Keep the wild flood confined ! Let order die !
And let this world no longer be a stage 
To feed Contention in a lingering act;
But let one spirit of the first-born Cain 
Beign in all bosoms, that, each heart being set 
On bloody courses, the rude scene may end,
And darkness be the burier of the dead 1 ”

Europe is the modern Damocles. The ancient 
bearer of that name envied the wealth of Dionysius 
of Sicily, who jestingly gave him a taste of royal 
pleasures. Damocles ascended the throne and gazed 
admiringly on the wealth and splendor around him. 
But looking up, he perceived a sword hanging over 
his head by a single hair. The sight so terrified him 
that he begged to be removed from his position. 
Europe likewise sits at its feast of life, but the fatal 
weapon suspended overhead mars its felicity. 
Serpents twine in the dance, arms clash in the song, 
the meats have a strange savor, there is a demoniac 
sparkle in the wine, and a poisonous bitterness in 
the dregs of the cup. All is darkened by the Shadow 
of the Sword.

Tax Exemptions in Toronto.

Whkn such people as the Mayor of Toronto and members of 
the Board cf Control and the City Council begin grumbling 
about the immense amount of property within the city limits 
which is exempt from taxation, we may be quite sure of two 
things: first, that the matter is a very important one ; and 
second, that public sentiment is beginning to turn in favor 
of a rational settlement of it. It may be conceived that the 
men to whom we have referred may be chiefly hankering 
after the handling of more money, which may possibly mean 
for them and their friends more “ graft” ; but they would 
not risk the loss of their positions by expressing such 
opinions unless they thought the public would back them up.

A good many arguments are put forward to justify this 
system of tax exemptions, but in our opinion they are far 
more than offset by the considerations that the exemptions 
serve the sinister purpose of hiding many gross abuses from 
the public eye, that they tend to encourage hypocrisy and 
false returns of property valuation, and prevent the tax­
payers from knowing what their expenditure really stands 
for.

Many large areas of vacant land are held for years in tho 
name of some church, so as to escape taxation until the 
price is sufficiently high to justify a sale; and much real 
estate is exempt from taxation on the ground that tho busi­
nesses there carried on are for the public benefit, whereas 
they are private speculations, such as boarding schools, 
simply using the name of a sect or a church to securo busi­
ness, or so-called “ charitable institutions.” often rather a 
means of securing salaries for a few officials than sorving 
any good public purpose.

Tax exemption is generally regarded as the remittance of 
a sort of fine which does not affect the public purso. There 
is, unfortunately, a wide-spread sentiment—often expressed 
—that a man who evades the payment of his fair share of 
taxation is doing a good piece of business. This seems to 
bo the idea of the churches especially; but if such conduct 
be regarded in its true light—as, in short, a moans of robbing 
tho rest of the community by a small section for its own 
benefit—the feeling might be very different.

This tax exemption system is forced upon Toronto, as well 
as upon other cities, by Acts of the Legislature, under which, 
upon payment of a nominal fee, an institution can socure a 
charter as a charity or a “ seminary of learning,” and thus 
at once become entitled to exemption from taxation, though 
as a public institution it has no more significance than a 
boot and shoe store or a grocery on the Bame street. There 
is a case right in front of the Legislative buildings in Toronto, 
where a Conservatory of Music—a purely private businoss— 
is carrying on a largo boarding-house for the convenience of 
its pupils under one ef these charters, and the general public 
has to subsidise it to the extent of some hundreds of dollars 
per annum. The latest case we have heard of in this line 
is that of an “  incorporated ” fencing and boxing school 
which applied for exemption, the Board of Control pitifully 
admitting that it had no power to refuse the application.

As might be expected in a city which is the headquarters 
of all the leading Protestant sects in Canada, the churches 
are the worst grafters in this tax-exemption lino. Out of a 
total of nearly $30,000,000 of assessed value of exompt 
properties—vastly below their real value, of course—the

churches are answerable for over four-and-a-half millions, 
the Anglicans heading the list, which is as follows:—

Sect. No. of churches. Assessed value.
$1,100,568 

1,050,964 
955,808 
602,938 
362,836 
219,982 
354,860

Church of England . 36 ...
Methodist .................... . 32 ...
Presbyterian . 28 ...
Roman Catholic ... . 14 ...
Baptist .................... .. 17 ...
Congregational 7 ...
Other sects...................... .. 45 ...

Total . . 179 ... $4,657,956
This means that at 18  ̂ mills per dollar, the current ra 

of taxation, the churches of Toronto are subsidised by tn 
taxpayers to the extent of $86,172 per annum, or an average 
cash payment to each church of $4811 Do the taxpayer 
really understand that their hard-earned money is dispose 
of in this reckless and shamelessly unjust manner ?

About three years ago the Jarvis-street Baptist Chur0 ' 
which for some years had set an example of honesty to t 
other churches by paying its share of taxes, ceased this Pla 
of interpreting the Scriptural injunction to “  Render un 
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s,” basing its action up0 
the fact that the City Council had granted to the A n g h c  
Church a valuable site for a new church on the island, 
one can wonder at this action of the Baptists, for, besid^ 
being subsidised by remission of city taxes to the extent 
over $20,000, the Anglican Church has received som 
hundreds of thousands of dollars from the Clergy Reserve  ̂
the rectors of all the old parishes receiving from this sour 
additions to their salaries of over $1,000 each. The Chore 
of England in Canada, like its mother church in Britain, 
nothing but one huge parasitic growth, and to help i t . * 
remitting its share of taxation is not so much liko greasi g 
a fat sow as like banqueting a highway robber. .

Among the other tax-exemptions, perhaps those on 
properties of the Ontario and Dominion Governments 
the least objectionable, and yet it is clear that with thorn, 
with some others, it would greatly facilitate a fair adju 
ment of property values in other cases if all real estate 
assessed and taxed on the same basis, and if, instead ^  
remitting the taxes in a loose way, dofinito sums wore *8* 
upon and paid for whatever services were rendered on eit 
side. In some cases injustice is done to some localities J 
the refusal or neglect of the Provincial or Dominion Gove 
ment to perform its duty as an owner of real estate. .

When it is remembered that these Government proper 
have a total assessed value of $5,234,000, and that 
occupy large areas in the central parts of the city, interio 
greatly with urban intercommunication, their importance 
the city will be understood. ,, ¡t

Next to the churches, however, tho universities and 0 
affiliated institutions are tho worst bloodsuckers among .n 
that aro fast making Toronto ono of tho doarest cltl® 
which to live. In addition to tho large amount of roal e ^  
and tho hoavy subsidies given in cash by the 
Goverument, exemption from taxation subsidised 
institutions to the extont of over $44,000 per aDmono?And to what end ? Do tho citizons of Toronto, whose 
is squandered in such a reckless fashion, understand 
this monoy is givon in aid of schools and teachers w*10 a 
almost entirely identified with tho churches? Fanoy  ̂
university tho faculty and studonts of which almost ^  
man—and woman—could go into rapturous enthusiasm ^  & 
tho platitudos and cruditios, tho solecisms and bigotry, 
William Jennings Bryan 1 Why, if the university c^ ey 
afford to pay his salary, Billy Sunday or Revivalist l ° j 0 
would seem bost suited to tho montal status of tho 1° . ial
University pooplo, backed by tho elite of our ProV.V j,y 
socioty, and yet Toronto citizens subsidise this universi y 
a cash allowance of $44,000 a year, as if they wore no , 
an Old Man of tho Sea, already overburdened. . j of

The public and separate schools aro assessed for a to  ̂̂  
$1,554,000, making their tax exemption amount to $ '¡^et 
In this case, of course, there would bo simply a small m j0 
of bookkeeping apart from tho effect upon the u‘fû jjf0r- 
assessment of other properties. But just look at the 
ence in the justice of these last two exemptions. 0f

In tho case of tho public schools, only a simple sch ^ js 
education is attempted or is possible. Perhaps, indee >  ̂ ^ 
too elaborate to be as useful as it might b o ; but, as a j^v0rk 
goes, it is considered to comprise the essential tfroU (̂,arJod 
of mental culture for tho masses. But it is rightfully rê jo0gli 
as a necessary factor in tho national life and progress, ^n(j 
we hope to seo it wonderfully improved ere . i°n“l ,0tints 
towards this great work tho tax exemption subsidy 
to about 65 cents per head of the scholars. . , ciass

The universities and colleges, however, aro 
institutions, supported largely by donations from the ^ ¡a -  
supporters of tho churches, but mainly established a publi® 
tamed by large grants of public lands and grants 0 . n0 »s 
money. In this latter view they aro on the sanio P
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e public schools, and if they were thrown open to sue 
cessful pupils of the latter not much could be urged against 

eui as class institutions; but the fees required are pro 
lbitory for the masses, although they represent but a frac 
'°u of the total cost of the so-called education imparted 
r°m these facts it can be seen that the universities and 

j leges are charity schools mainly supported by the churches 
?r ‘he conversion of short-brained youths into the profes- 

H'onal parasites called preachers whose duty it is to try and 
°p the progress of intellectual development. And to 

uPPort this pauperising system, the citizens of Toronto are 
‘■cuipeHed by tax exemption to contribute a sum equal to 
v®r $15 per head of the college students ! 

loronto has often been called a city of churches, and few 
It If8’ We *ma8>ne, can make as good a claim to such a title, 
eit M a c.^ur°h building for every 1,500 individuals in the 
1 Land it is easy to understand why the McCaul Methodists 

el'fi '^possible to carry their mortgage debt, and were 
8 aa to sell their church at one-half its cost to the Jews for a 
^ynagogue. One can understand, too, why the Revivalist is 

necessary aid to the preacher in reviving the religious 
Vor of the laitv. Salvation mav he nominallv “ free and™  the laity. Salvation may be nominally “ free and 

1 i100*1 price,” but that is only the pulpit faker’s gag. Like 
j e ŷ other thing in the world, if you want it you must pay 

r >t. And the fact that so many Billy Sundays and Torreys 
tof °n Proves that the mass of people are beginning

look for solid value for their good money, and justifies the 
onfidence of the Mayor and City Council of Toronto in 

A optioning the justice of the system we have referred to. 
„  hgious superstition may still have an immense hold upon 
s ? People, but the day is rapidly approaching when the 

oolmaster’s facts must overpower the preacher’s fictions 
— Secular Thought (Toronto).

Correspondence.

A NOTE FROM SOUTH AFRICA.
TO TIIB  ED ITO R  OF “  TU B F R E E T H IN K E R .”

■tead̂ 8 *,r'nt t 1̂'8 *etter *rom South Africa in full, as many of our 
Writ wil1 probably be glad to see it. We do not print the 

Rr s full name and address.]
J’0n\KAIi ^IR|— I take the liberty of addressing you to inform 
thn ll0W muc^ I appreciate your paper, the Freethinker. Like 
telif8anc*s ° í others, I was groping in the dark in regard to 
bionri US ^hefs. But I obtained a copy of your paper some 
s*<Je n  ak,Q' wt)ich, after reading it, cleared the air con 

¡^ably about my doubts on religion. 
lectúal°t * ^avo ta f̂on it regularly, and find it an intel

H a t 'r°V?r’ * iion’t wish to say too much on that score 
tak¡ i wish to inform you about is— the number of revivals 

, ̂  Placo hero in Johannesburg. About two years ago 
iQor aiJ onc aud only Gipsy Smith, who, I believe, made 
tota° Convcrsions on that memorable occasion than tho sum- 
'aonfh members in the Churches to day. About a
tojSs¡ aS° we had tho Rev. F. B. Meyor here on a fortnight’s 

L °°- But I did not tako tho trouble to go and hear him. 
abd e'Vf 'V°  ?lavo Fred B. Smith, who has been boomed 
ibteri f.af)iveiy advertised as tho general secretary of the 
CaUad 10Dal ^•'^■C. A. Committee of tho United States and 
le„(1 Ua- He is described as an eloquent speaker, and 

j  r of men.
to hear him this (Sunday] afternoon in the Empiro 

r° ’ Johannesburg. My opinion of him was decidedly 
By0rable ; ho talked the usual kind of twaddle.

Join] ,VVay ° f comparison, ho said, let us tako two imaginary 
^orld 111011—ono tt Christian and tho other a man of the 
of „ ’ , Cf course, tho Christian man was praised as a model 
P°sso° ■ °8S an<t v*rtue, whilst tho other was denounced as 

j j rs ?̂n8 all the vices which he could enumerate.
Ccnijj' ,Stuith told his audienco that any fool (I thank him) 
tageo 0 an Atheist, but it took a strong, manly, and cou- 
*ectUro1hlaan to be a Christian. Finally, he wound up his 
tures i 8 ândoring Colonel Ingorsoll, mimicking his ges- 

trying to ridicule him. It happens that Smith 
f°( ? b°ar Ingersoll lecture at Chicago several years ago,

A8 J h P°or Smith paid 8s. for admission, 
be had ti ^tni^  humorously remarked, he has been wishing 

About **8‘ ^ach again ever since.
^ a v i n f; , ° - 0nly thing ho hoard of any sense from Ingersoll 
Windmill" , . arms about in a grotesque manner—like a 
Matter >• tm*inicking Colonel Ingersoll)— was “  Force and 

hut ’ o . ' et.c -
horco an Mví11 in<Iuired of his audience, how came this 

conn "'̂ attcr ? where did it originate ? who created it ? 
hrade the n-en^ y ‘ t was easy for him to prove that God 

universe, and that God was the motive power.

How absurd ! I don’t mind so much his vaporings, but I 
do protest against this Smith cruelly slandering the dead. 
I might say a good deal more, but I have no desire to bore 
you.

In conclusion, I beg to tender my humble wishes for long- 
continued success. May the doubts and superstitious fears 
of those who seek for the truth, but find it not, come into 
contact with your movement. Let the religion of humanity 
he our guide and mainstay through all generations.

H. R. S.

THE NONCONFORMIST CONSCIENCE.
Strictly, at a General Election, the voter has generally 

only three courses open to him; he can vote for the Con­
servatives or for the Liberals, or he can abstain. It was 
only in a few constituencies that he had at the last election 
still another course open to him—to vote for a member of 
the Labor Party. Therefore, in general, ho could only vote 
on the one question, whether the Government of the country 
was to be entrusted to the Liberals or the Conservatives. 
The promotion of particular measures under our present 
system depends not so much on the votes given at the poll 
as on the choice of candidates by the local party leaders and 
organisations, and on the pressure brought to bear on the 
candidates when chosen; and the result does not always 
represent the real wishes of the mass of the voters. This is 
one of the difficulties which always confront a Liberal 
Government, and never more so than in the present 
instance. Particular sections of the party, in their zeal 
for their own particular ends, secure an influence in the 
choice of candidates out of all proportion to their numbers 
or real weight in the community; and they thus impose 
their policy on the whole party. The chief offenders in 
this respect are the Nonconformists and their friends, the 
Temperance Party. The Free Churchmen, who had un­
doubtedly suffered much injustice in the villages, where the 
only school was under the control of the Church, succeeded 
in forcing tho education question to the front. They even 
tried to persuade the public that it was the great question 
on which the Election was fought, and they succeeded in 
obtaining pledges that it should be dealt with in conformity 
with their views. But there is a point beyond which the 
most clever manipulation of electoral forces is useless. 
Shrinking from “ Secular Education ” they throw justice 
overboard and scouted logic. Their movement stood re­
vealed as an attempt to remove their own sectional griev­
ances without any care for those of others, or even of bare 
consistency. A more “  unprincipled ” movement it would 
be impossible to imagine. And so far, in spite of numbers 
and of promises, they have failed to obtain their desires.— 
“ Positivist Review," August.

ICONOCLASTS’ CRICKET CLUB.
E ighth Match played on Sunday, August 2, v. South 

London Club and Institute. Iconoclasts lost by 51 runs. A 
very enjoyable gamo against strong opponents. Scores: 
Iconoclasts, 59 and 61 for 5 wickets ; South London Club and 
Institute, 110.

N inth Match played on Sunday, August 9, v. His Majesty's 
Theatre. Iconoclasts won by 86 runs. Scores: His Majesty's 
Theatre, 84 ; Iconoclasts, 170 for 8 wickets. Our men played 
grandly, especially G. Harvey, who took 6 wickets for 11 
runs, and hit up 43 in very short time. Our opponents won 
tho toss (as usual), and made 68 for 2 wickets. After that 
they collapsed, and were all out for 84. We hit off tho 
necessary runs for tho loss of only 1 wicket. Thereupon 
one batsman slogged recklessly, and tho play was very 
amusing. The weather was glorious. Can any man outsido 
a lunatic asylum object to such recreation on a Sunday ?

H. E. V oigt, Captain I. C. C.

PROGRESS.
“ Yes,”  said Mrs. Malaprop, “ my boy is doing first- 

rate at school. I sent him to one o’ them alimontary 
schools, and his teacher says he's doing fine. He's a 
first-class sculler, they tell mo, and is head of his class 
in gastronomy, knows his letters by sight, and can spell 
like one o’ them deformed spellers down to Washington.”

“  What's he going to be when ho grows up ?”
“ He wants to be an undertaker, and I ’m inclined to 

humor him, eo I ’ve told the confessor to pay special 
intention to the dead languages,” said the proud mother.

—Harper's Weekly.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reaoh as by first post on Tuesday 
and be marked "  Lecture Notice,” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
Outdoor,

B ethnal G reen B ranch N. S. S. : Victoria Park (near the 
Fountain), 3.15 and 6.15, G. A. Aldred. «

Camberwell B ranch N. S. S .: Station-road, 11.30, F. A. 
Davies. Brockwell Park, 3.15 and 6.15, Guy A. Aldred.

K inosland B ranch N.S. S. : Ridley-road, 11.30, C. Cohen, 
“ What is the Use of Religion?”

N orth L ondon B ranch N. S. S. : Parliament Hill, 3.30, F. A. 
Davies, a Lecture.

R egent’s P ark : Freethought Demonstration, 6.
W est H am B ranch N. S. S. : Outside Maryland Point Station, 

Stratford, 7, Mr, Ford, a Lecture.
W est L ondon B ranch N. S. S. : Hyde Park (near Marble Arch), 

11.30, a Lecture.
W oolwich B ranch N. S. S .: Beresford-square, 11.30, a Lecture.

COUNTRY.
E dinburgh B ranch N. S. S. (Rationalists’ Club, 12 Hill-square): 

Thursdays, at 8.15, a Social Meeting.
F ailsworth (Secular Sunday School, Pole-lane) : Annual Ser­

vices, 2.45 and 6.30, J. T. Lloyd, “ Secularism and Character- 
Making” and “  Life’s Safety-Lamp.” Hymns, etc., by Choir.

Outdoor.
B lackburn : 3 and 7, Mr. McClellan, Lectures.
B ooTon : Bargate Green (near the Cannons), 2.45, Joseph 

Bates, “ Noah and his Wonderful Ark.”
E dinburgh B ranch N. S. S. : Dalkieth (main street), Satur­

day, August 15th, at 6, Lectures. Sunday, August 16, The 
Meadows, 2.30, a Lecture ; The Mound, 6.30, a Lecture.

Leeds : Town Hall Square, Friday, August 14, at 7.30, Geo. 
Weir, a Lecture.

Wigan : Market Steps, Wednesday, August 19, Mr. McClellan, 
a Lecture.

H. S. W ishart’ s L ectures.
R ochdale : Friday, August 14, Town Hall Square, at 7.30, 

“ Evolution and Morality.”
L eeds : Saturday, August 15, Town Hall Square, at 7.30, 
Good ’ God.” Sunday, August 16, Woodhouse Moor, at 6.30, 

“  How Christianity Didn’t Free the Slaves.”
B radford: Monday, August 17.
Nelson : Tuesday, August 18, Secondary School Ground, at 

7.30, “ Christianity and Slavery.”
B urnley : Wednesday, August 19, Market, at 7.30, “  Salvation 

Army a Fraud.”

TRUE MORALITY!
Of, The Theory and Practice of Neo-Malthnsianism,

18, I bELIKVl,

THE BEST BOOK
ON THIS SUBJECT.

Superfine Large-paper Edition, 176 paget, with Portrait and Auto­
graph, bound in cloth, gilt-lettered, poet free I t .  a copy.

In order that It may have a large circulation, and to bring it 
within the reach of the poor, I have issued

A POPULAR EDITION IN PAPER COVERS.
A oopy of thiB edition post free for 2d. A dozen ooples, for dis­

tribution, post free for one shilling.
The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, says: " Mr.

Holmes's pamphlet...... is an almost unexceptional statement
of the Neo-Malthusianism theory and practioe...... and through­
out appeals to moral feeling......The special value of Mr.
Holmes's Bervioe to the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human 
well-being generally is just his combination in his pamphlet 
of a plain statement of the physical and moral need for family 
limitation, with a plain aooount of the means by which it oan be 
secared, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the 
lowest possible prices.”

The Conncil of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. 
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very high terms. 

Ordert should be sent to the author,
J, R. HOLMES, EAST HANNEY, WANTAGE.

A NEW (THE THIRD) EDITION
OF

FROM FICTION TO FACT.
By F. BONTE.

(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)

REV ISED  AND ENLARGED. 
SHOULD BE SC A T T ER ED  BROADCAST.

SIXTY-FOUR PAGES.
PRICE ONE PENNY.

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E-C-

THE

MARTYRDOM OF HYPATIA;
OR, THE

DEATH OF THE CLASSICAL WORLD.

An Address delivered at Chicago by
M. M. M A N G A S A R IA N .

Will be forwarded, post free, for

THREE HALFPENCE.
T?0i

The Pioneer Press. 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street,

PAMPHLETS by C. COHEN.
Foreign Missions, their Dangers and 

Delusions ...
Full of facts and figures.

An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics •
Principles of ethics, based on the doctrine of Evolution.

Evolution and Christianity ... 
Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity-• 
Christianity and Social Ethics 
Pain and Providence ...

9d.

6d.

2d>

Id.
Id-

Id*

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastlo-sfcreet, Farringdon-str66^

DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH
BY

G. W. FOOTE,
Being a Three Hours' Address to the Jury before the 

Chief Justice of England, in answer to an Indictm«n 
for Blasphemy, on April 24, 1883.

With Special Preface and many Footnote».

TWO SECULAR BURIAL SERVICES. By
Annie Besant and Austin Holyoake. Large type, good 

paper. Price by post ljd ., from the N. S. S. Secretary, 2 New- 
oastle-street, E.C.

Price FOURPENCE. Post free F l V E P E ^ ’

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-

H. S. WISHART, Freethought Advocate,
Lectures, Debates, or Missions on behalf of Mental 

Freedom and Social Happiness.
For dates, etc., write.—22 Sandhurst-avenue, Harehill, Leeds.

HP HE NATURAL GENESIS, by Gerald-L 2 vols., imp. 8vo. ; London, 1883; Willj^11'3 
Good condition. Price 15s.—Secretary N. S. S-> 
street, Farringdon-steeet, E.C.
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T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y ,
LIMITED)

Company Limited by Guarantee.
Bogittered Office— 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, B.O, 

Chairman of Board of Directort—Ms. G. W. FOOTE. 
Secretary—B, M. VANCE (Miss).

a,a So°,eiy was formed in 1898 to afford legal seourily to the
Th 5?n an  ̂aPPIioation of funds for Seoular purposes. 

q. . 0 Memorandum of Assooiation sets forth that the Sooiety's 
ah '*6i!ia are '— Promote principle that human oonduot 

j d be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super- 
and ^Mief, an|l  that human welfare in this world is the proper 

d of all thought and aotion. To promote freedom of inquiry, 
o promote universal Seoular Education. To promote the com- 

U f 00OIllariBation of the State, eto., eto. And to do all suoh 
hold ^inga as are conducive to suoh objects. Also to have, 
or h' re°Mve, Bnd retain any sums of money paid, given, devised, 

bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of 
00 purposes of the Society.
.■lb0 liability of members is limited to XI, in case the Sooiety 

11 ??Id 07er b0 wound up and the assets were insufficient to oover 
j?r i*8—a moa* unlikely oontingenoy.
Members pay an entranoe fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent 

yo®̂ y subscription of five shillings.
ibe Sooiety has a oonsiderablo number of members, but a muoh 

1#rger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be 
gained amongst those who read this announcement. All who join 
.: Participate in the oontrol of its business and the trusteeship of 

5 resouroeB. It is expressly provided in the ArtioleB of Assooia- 
th°an^at no mcnaber, as suoh, shall derive any sort of profit from 

0 Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in 
7 way whatever.

jj| “ e Sooiety's affairs are managed by an eleoted Board of 
' 00tors, consisting of not loss than five and not more than 
eIva members, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) each year,

but are oapable of re-eleotlon. An Annual General Meeting of 
members must be held in London, to receive the Report, elect 
new Directors, and transaot any other business that may arise.

Being a duly registered body, the Seoular Sooiety, Limited, 
oan receive donations and bequests with absolute seourity. 
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to make 
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society's favor in their 
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension. 
It is quite impossible to set aside suoh bequests. The executors 
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary oourse cf 
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in 
oonneotion with any of the wills by whioh the Sooiety has 
already been benefited.

The Society's solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battoock 23 
Rood-lane, Fenohuroh-street, London, E.C.

A. Form of Bequett.—The following is a sufficient form of 
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators:—“ I give and
" bequeath to the Seoular Society, Limited, the sum of £-----
“ free from Legaoy Duty, and I direct that a receipt signed by 
" two members of the Board of the said Sooiety and the Secretary 
" thereof shall be a good discharge to my Executors for the 
“ said Legaoy.”

Friends of the Society who have remembered it in their wills, 
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary cf 
the faot, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will 
(if desired) treat it as striotly confidential. This is not necessary, 
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, and 
their contents have to be established by competent testimony.

ATHEISM AND MORALITY 2d., post id.
&IBLE

WORKS BY G. W. FOOTE.
.  HANDBOOK FOR FREETHINKERS AND
W ir in g  Ch r is t ia n s , a  now edition, revised

IN-
, _____ _____________  -- ___ _____ , ______  and
handsomely printed. Cheap edition, paper cover. Is. 6d. ; 
Moth 2s. 6d., post 2Jd.

^®BE ROMANCES. Popular edition, with Portrait, paper 
post 2Jd. Superior edition (160 pages), cloth 2s., 

P°st 2Jd.
CaRlSTIANITY AND PROGRESS. Second and oheaper 

®dition. Recommended by Mr. Robert Blatchford in Ood 
and My Neighbor. Id., post $d.

° a RlSTlANITY AND SECULARISM. Four Nights- Publio 
Rebate with the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Paper, Is. ; 
Moth Is. 6d., post 2d.

0alMES OF CHRISTIANITY. Hundreds of references are 
g*ven to standard authorities. No pains have been spared to 
joake the work a complete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable 
Indictment of Christianity. Tho Tree is judged by its 
*ra't. Cloth (214 pp.), 2s. 6d., post 3d.

^°MlC SERMONS AND OTHER FANTASIA8. 8d., post Id.
ON GOD. Containing all the passages in the works 

01 Darwin bearing on the subject of religion. 6d., post Id.
EpENCE OF FREE SPEECH. 

ury before Lord Coleridge.
Dn many Footnotes. 4d., post Id.

W rin g  t h e  d e v il
ormances. 2d., post id.

*LOW

Three hours’ Address to the 
With Special Preface and

and Other Free Church Per-

ERS OF FR E E TH O U G nT. First Series, cloth, 2s. 6d., 
cloth 2s. 6d., post 3d.

An English Republican’s Coronation
Go ^  Second Series, cloth 2s. 6d., post 3d.

D SAVE THE KING.

, — SCIENCE LIBEL CASE, with Fnll and True
tj, Co°unt of the “ Leeds Orgies.” 3d., post Id.
wplDEL

Leeds Orgies.”
8, — DEATH-BEDS. Second edition, much enlarged. 

■’ Post la. Superfine paper in cloth, Is. 3d., post ljd.
tS rERVIKw  WITH THE DEVIL. 2d., post id.

DCIALI8M SOUND? Four Nights’ Public Debate with 
nn,e Besant. Is., post Ijd. ; cloth, 2s., post 2$d. 

ppSW LiSM  DEFENDED AGAINST ARCHDEACON
* ARRAU. 2d., nost Ad.2d., post jd.

MORLEY AS A FREETHINKER. 2d., post id.
Lh P * 8 TO THE CLERGY. (128 pp.). Is., post 2d. 

ETTErh no-. -----------------------  4d ipoe
or, Hugh Price Hughes' Col-

J0HN ,
ertTe

El® pERS T°  JESUS CHRIST. 4d., post id 
N FIVE CHAPTERS

Mrs
Ver‘ ed Atheist. Id., post id.
2d BE8ANT'H THEOSOPHY. A Candid Critioism. 

Post id.

MY RESURRECTION. A Missing Chapter from the Gospel 
of Matthew. 2d., post id.

PECULIAR PEOPLE. An Open Letter to Mr. Justice Wills. 
Id., post id.

PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM. 3d., post Jd. 
REMINISCENCES OF CHARLES BRADLAUGH. ttd., 

post Id.
ROME OR ATHEISM ? The Great Alternative. 3d., post Id.
ROYAL PAUPERS. Showing what Royalty does for the 

People and what the People do for Royalty. 2d., post id. 
SALVATION SYRUP; or. Light on Darkest England. A 

Reply to General Booth. 2d., post id.
SECULARISM AND THEOSOPHY. A Rejoinder to Mrs. 

Besant. 2d., post id.
THE BOOK OF GOD, in the Light of the Higher Criticism, 

With Special Reference to Dean Farrar’s Apology. Paper. 
Is.; cloth, 2s., post 2d.

THE GRAND OLD BOOK. A Reply to the Grand Old Man. 
An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s 
Impregnable Hock of Holy Scripture. Is. ; bound in cloth, 
is. 6d., post lid.

THE BIBLE GOD. 2d., post id.
THE ATHEIST SHOEMAKER and the Rev. Hugh Price 

Hughes. Id., post id.
THE IMPOSSIBLE CREED. An Open Letter to Bishop 

Magee on the Sermon on the Mount. 2d., post id.
THE SIGN OF THE CROSS. A Candid Criticism of Mr.

Wilson Barret’s Play. 6d., post lid.
THE DYING ATHEIST. A Story. Id., post id.
THEISM OR ATHEISM? Publio Debate between G. W. 

Foote and the Rev. W. T. Lee. Verbatim Report, revised 
by both Disputants. Well printed and neatly bound. 
1b., post lid.

TnE NEW CAGLIOSTRO. An Open Letter to Madame 
Blavatsky. 2d., post id.

THE JEWISH LIFE OF CHRIST. Being the Sepher Toldoth 
Jethu, or Book of the Generation of Jesus. Edited, with an 
Historical Preface and Voluminous Notes, by G. W. Foote 
and ,T. M. Wheeler. 6d., post Id.

THE PASSING OF JESU8. The Last Adventures of the 
First Messiah. 2d., poBt id.

WA8 JESUS INSANE ? A Searching Inquiry into the Mental 
Condition of the Prophet of Nazareth. Id., post id.

WHAT IS AGNOSTICISM? With Observations on Haxley, 
Bradlnugh, and Ingersoll, and a Reply to George Jacob 
Holyoake ; also a Defence of Atheism. 3d., post id.

WHO WAS THE FATHER OF JESUS? 2d., post id.
WILL CHRIST SAVE US? 6d.. post la.

T9lS PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.
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«s- THE BOOK OF THE HOUR. ^

THE SALVATION ARMY
AND

THE PUBLIC.
BY

JOHN MANSON.

Second Edition (Augmented).

OVER TWO HUNDRED PAGES-HANDSOMELY GOT-UP
PRICE SIXPENCE.

Freethinkers should buy, read, and circulate this searching criticism of the Salvation Army. It 
is one of the most thorough pieces of work done in our day. The author calls it “ a religions, 
social, and financial study.” He leaves no section of “ the Army’s ” territory unexplored. So 
turns his powerful searchlight on every department of William Booth’s gigantic undertaking. 
And the result is a startling exposure of the extraordinary methods of the greatest religions 
enterprise the world has seen since the establishment of MormonisnL Mr. Manson has earned 
the gratitude of all sane and honest reformers. His book cannot be neglected by anyone

who is interested in human freedom and progress.

Single Copies, Post Free, Eightpence.
Special Terms to N. S. S. Branches on Application.

Order Direct from
THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEW CASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E-°-

The Churches & Modern Thought.
By PHILIP VIVIAN.

One o f the Most Remarkable Books Recently P u b lish ed
can now be obtained at the “ Freethinker ” office.

Price 3s. 6d. net, by post 4d. extra.
Cheap Edition, 1s. net - same postage

Mr. A. W. Bbnn, author of The History o f English Rationalism in the Nineteenth Century, says:—“ HftPP ^a]f. 
to dip into tlie first page, I found myself insensibly drawn along, and so continued, devoting to it the to „e,” 
hoars at my disposal for recreative reading, without missing a word, until I had reached, with regret, the la8 P
A pricis of the contents and a selection of over 100 Press opinions will be supplied on receipt of a half-penny stamp to cover p __

" " Q,
Printed and Published by Tea Fbhtbccsbx Pcbusbibq Oo., Limited, 9 Nowcaotle-street, Fsrringdonslreet London.


