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With these things and these fellows, it is necessary to 
Jow away the scabbard. I  know it is against fearful 

but the battle must be fought; and it will be 
Mutually for the good o f mankind, whatever it may be 
or Me individual who risks himself.— B y b o n .

The Gospel of Secularism.

A Speech in Public Debate.
B y G. W. F o o te .

^  there be a future life, then it is, so to speak, only 
great to-morrow; and to leave it out of our calcu- 

ab'0118- *or the present would be the height of 
surdity. Now Secularism is not called upon to 
80rt that there is no future life. Men have many 

hi kf a.k°ut “ any things we may hold to be so 
Shly improbable that it would be credulity to 

r °fess belief in them ; and yet we are not called 
J?°u to deny positively the existence of such things. 
a °“ 88or Huxley once took this illustration. Suppose 
HQ03*111 .a88er ŝ that in some remote planet there is 
ha  ̂ on a discussion on the Education Bill. I 
j Ve n° means of judging whether the man speaks
0 . ? °r falsely, although I may have a very decided 
Qj ai.°n that he is going very far beyond the bounds 
for 8 .Present knowledge. Well, as I have no in- 
tha*?a^on on the subject, I do not positively assert 
ieni ^ ero ' 8 no suoh discussion going on in that 
din °"°,Planet. But if the man asks me to take that 
ed °U88'on as the basis of my decision on public 
8¡r °ati°n, I should at once say to him, “  My dear 
setti ^e°^nG to do anything of the kind. I will not 
1q 0 the education of this earth with reference to 
thalM í10̂ 08-” So I am not called upon to assert 
tjjoí "here is no future life, although I frankly admit 
fta k&Ve no belief in any other life than this. I 
8e admit that, to my mind, science reveals no 
W w  8 ° f fufcurifcy- 1 iraQkly admit that, so far as I 
beQW’ the eternal silence of the grave has never 
^ ¡ “ broken. If there be any mystery in death, the 
8]¡ehf nover» “ y knowledge, been lifted in the

^e8ree> If I ask a thousand different men
1 8h n ren  ̂ Par 8̂ °f ^bo world what a future life is, 
a8 ia.b got as many answers as there are people, and 
ijj ' “ orent answers as there are creeds. One man 
Plenf ° I'ar  ̂ °I f'b0 world thinks the next life has 
pe nty °f good hunting. Another thinks it is full of 
hghtf an<̂  re8 ’̂ Another thinks it has plenty of 
8;q .1Qg* Another thinks it has interminable psalm-

Indeed, we find all over the world that 
rege 8, ,COnceptions of a foture life are simply the 
Ct)rta' °n f'boir present life cast upon the infinite 
Oo îe'P °f an illimitable future. Speculations and 
suppctures are all we have to proceed upon. I 
d°Ub.80 evon tho devoutest Christian has sometimes 
futUt, 8 and searchings of heart as to whether tho 
s0r ° . f® >8 after all fact. When I regard the 
of ^  ln which Christians are plunged on the death 
f'Od t W  are near and dear to them ; when I 
have ex.h!bit tho same signs of woo as those who 
that tt° ■ eli®f in the felicities of heaven ; when I see 
forced fG1F I>r' ef la finite as profound as ours, I am 
heart of° / !0ncludeI either that they do not in their 

j ^  hearts believe what they profess with their

lips, or else that all the promises of theology fail 
men in the hour of their direst need. They look 
strong and protective when they are not required, 
but they betray in the hour of necessity, like broken 
reeds which pierce the hands that trust them. Of 
course, if my opponent can show conclusively that 
there is a future life, I shall have to take it into my 
calculations for this life. But as a Secularist I 
know of no future life, and I decline to base my 
philosophy upon anything but knowledge.

Next, I say that Secularism recognises no provi­
dence but science. The ages of faith are ages of 
ignorance—and ages of ignorance are ages of misery. 
What is it that really constitutes our modern 
civilisation ? What is the vital principle of it, out 
of which all grows and develops ? Science. Moral 
precepts were practically the same three thousand 
years ago that they are now. The dogmas of 
Christendom were formulated almost as they now 
stand fourteen centuries ago. It is neither the 
moral precepts of the sage, nor the dogmas of the 
theologian, that have made the tremendous changes 
which the western world at least has witnessed 
during the last two centuries. Science has been the 
vital principle of all that change. Why Soience, 
even more than all the preachers and moralists in 
the world, is making mankind one great family, by 
increasing communication between nations, by carry­
ing the products of one country for the consumption 
of another, and by internationalising ideas as well 
as things. It shows that the interests of all man­
kind are indissolubly bound up together ; that we are 
all mutually helpful; and that by co-operation we 
may bless each other, instead of cursing each other 
by the narrow prejudices of patriotism, race and 
creed. Peasants to-day enjoy luxuries that were 
denied to kings centuries ago. If you compare the 
general condition of our own population now with 
its condition in the previous century, you are struck 
by a most remarkable change. Now the cause of this 
change is the growth of science, the spread of infor­
mation, the ferment in the publio mind, the conse­
quent growth of new tastes among the people, and 
the advent of democracy on the scene as the outcome 
of it all. We sometimes hear it said that Chris­
tianity preached that God had made of one blood all 
nations of men to dwell upon the face of the earth. 
We sometimes hear it said that Christianity preached 
the doctrine of tho brotherhood of man effectually 
for the first time. We sometimes hear it said that 
Jesus Christ was the greatest and truest democrat 
that ever lived. But I know well that with all the 
centuries of the preaching of Christianity, democracy 
never appeared on the scene until the great French 
revolution; and the preparation for that was made 
in the studies of philosophers, who deluged the world 
with fresh ideas, bearing grand fruit in that tre­
mendous crisis which rang the death-knoll of all the 
feudalisms of Europe. I agree with Buckle that 
the Hall of Science is the Temple of Democracy. As 
a matter of fact we find that what the Christian may 
be tho Secularist is sure to be. You may have a 
Christian on the side of right or of wrong in political 
and social questions. But when the history of our 
country comes to be written I think it will have to 
be recorded that in season and out of season, in pros­
perity and in adversity, in hours of sunshine and in 
hours of darkness, the strength, the vote, the voice,
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and the pen of Secularism were all cast on the side 
of righteousness, liberty and progress.

If my opponent can point me to any providence but 
science, I shall be glad of the information. I know 
of none. God helps those who help themselves. And 
you know, as well as I do, that when people say 
“  God help you,” it is all over with you. I suppose 
my opponent will not deny that if there were any 
special providence in the world apart from man’s 
knowledge of the laws of Dature, there are many 
opportunities for its exercise without our ever per­
ceiving it. How many doomed cities have been 
destroyed by fire or volcanic eruptions ! How many 
ships have foundered, with praying hands uplifted, 
as hundreds of poor souls went down to a watery 
grave! How many mothers have bent over dying 
children, moistening their faces with tears, beseech­
ing the great God in pity to spare the one beloved 
object, yet seeing the light fade from the dear eyes 
and the sweet lips close in death! Has prayer ever 
been answered ? We know it never has. And I say 
the theologians know this quite as well as the 
sceptics, for they will not allow the question of 
prayer, as Professor Tyndall has asked, to be sub­
mitted to a scientific experiment. They prefer to 
let their dogmas float about in the vague region of 
sentiment, where no obstacle impedes, and where a 
man can be as erroneous and stupid as he pleases, 
without the least possibility of his errors and imbe­
cilities being exposed by fact. Secularism recognises 
no savior but human effort. When men were on 
their knees praying to gods and ghosts the world 
never was saved. When men got tired of praying, 
raised themselves from their knees, assumed the 
proper attitude of men, looked nature in . the face, 
and drank deep of her truth, although at first it was 
bitter—from that moment their deliverance began.

Nowadays we trust very little to supernatural 
agency. We rely upon ourselves. If we can save 
ourselves we shall be saved ; if we cannot there is 
no hope for us. Instead of praying to God now we 
are studying science. We are learning how to secure 
good and ward off evil. We fling ourselves into 
political, social and religious movements, to break 
away the fetters of bygone times, or to preserve 
whatever is good in old institutions by pruning away 
the pernicious accretions that have gathered around 
them. This is how we try to reform the world. We 
no longer trust, but we act. We no longer pray, but 
we think. The age of faith is dying. The age of 
reason is dawning. The prophets of the past have 
been the dreamers about the future. The prophets 
of the future will be the students of the present.

Secularism regards the public welfare as the cri­
terion of right and wrong. How many objections 
are raised to this doctrine from pulpits and Christian 
platforms, and how little departure there is from it 
in the business of life. Supposing any measure is 
proposed in the House of Commons : what is the sole 
criterion of its justice or injustice, of its rightful­
ness or wrongfulness ? Simply the public good. And 
any person who in the House of Commons introduced 
another criterion would be thought either a fossilised 
old Tory, or a preposterous member of some unheard- 
of and incredible sect. Suppose a man got up in the 
House of Commons, believing that the Bible con­
tains what is necessary for our guidance, and said, 
“ Mr. Speaker, I object to this bill—the fourteenth of 
Matthew and the twenty-fifth verse is dead against it.” 
Why I venture to think that his fellow-members would 
only consider it was proof positive that the poor man 
was gone at last. No other criterion than the public 
welfare is ever advanced in Parliament, or at any 
municipal meeting, or, indeed, in any places except 
those which are devoted to religious worship. Men 
prate on Sunday about a criterion of morality which 
they never think of applying on any other day of 
the week. If my opponent does not admit my cri­
terion of morality, I will ask him to give me his. I 
can conceive no other criterion except the will of 
God, and that I consider is no criterion at all. The 
will of God must itself be justified morally before I 
am bound to obey it. God may command me to do a

wrong thing. It is, at any rate, within the bounds 
of possibility. I do not know that even deity is un­
changeable, and if his character is reflected in the 
Bible he certainly is not. How do you know that 
God might not command me, as he once commanded 
Abraham to take his son Isaac and offer him as a 
sacrifice ? You may say that Abraham was checked 
at the last moment. Yes ; but in obedience to the 
command of God he put himself in the position of a 
murderer. His heart was tainted, and the word o 
command which arrested the murder did not proven 
the deterioration of his character.

I say next, in pursuance of my program, that Secu­
larism finds the ground and guarantee of morality id 
human nature. I do not purpose to trouble you wit 
an abstract metaphysical discussion on morality, its 
origin, or its meaning. Generally you may rely upon 
it that metaphysics are good to be flung into the fil'e• 
As a great metaphysician, Bishop Berkeley, once 
said: the metaphysician raises a dust to cloud to 
eyes and then complains that we cannot see. Plai° 
people get at the truth much better than metaphy­
sicians. The best plan is the Darwinian or scientific 
method of ascertaining how morality originate • 
That will give you the key to everything else, 
agree with Darwin—of course, very humbly an 
a long way off—that morality grows out of oursoci 
instincts. Man is a gregarious animal—that is men 
flock together. We find that twenty people can dô a 
great deal more than one; nay, that twenty peop 
together can do things that twenty separate one 
could never do. How could I build my house; ho 
could I make my clothes; how could I make Kv 
shoes; how could I do the thousand and one thing 
necessary to my existence ? I cannot. I deP,e,r:s 
upon others. They depend upon me. And by t 
co-operation we are brought into contact with e& 
other. Now we do not need any divine revelation 
show us the necessity of this. Many of the lo'v 
animals are gregarious, and wherever we find th ^ 
herding together we find there is a kind of social 
amongst them which they enforce upon each ot ■
If you read the writings of men like Huber andfind that,bees, you will

says that 
As men

you read too writings
John Lubbock on ants and ..... —
far below mankind, social laws are carried out wn 
organisms herd together for the purpose of rontu 
protection and support. Now Darwin 
out of the social instincts, morality grows. r0
advance in the scale of mentality, they look bo o 
and after. They estimate the consequences of t 
actions, and much of that evil which, as Hood 
is wrought by want of thought as well as by wantjj0 
heart, is eliminated from our daily life. Then ^  
growth of language enables oaoh man to express 
his fellows his desires, and it enables the comm11 
to promulgate the laws which it will insist on e 
member of society yielding obedience to. ’
there is the power of habit whioh you see eX 
plified all through our lives. You go to a oomtalgeeo 
consisting of half a dozen men you have never j 
before; you associate with them for some Prac^0g 
purpose, but you cannot do that without contra ^  
a sympathy with them, and it is that sympa 
fellow feeling as we sometimes call it, which is r aJJ(j 
the basis of the moral relation between man
man.

With respect to conscience I hold 
growth. The conscience of a man in 
differs from the conscience of a man in 
is no use preaching to the Hindoo Thug 
sacredness of life. Many of these

that it 18 
one couoW  
„Düthe.-

TbaS» h“ itsacreaness oxactually felt ' •uaanj. Ul a murder. Wlm?^0 w^on they have failed to comn¡'~
the uprising nffm- 18 remorse ? Remorse is simply
of a permanent a.a?°moab of temporary depression

™80 d%tlo7eVoZ1 i°MT  h“t of an intermittent instinct.
J -  foriKual appe

^  O r  — J
raged by the revolt'1}  1Dsi'lnct which has oaeu - 
mstance, i f  a mnn .o i a.°.intermittent instinct. F°r
tite, violates a liu,’ ,'1}  .g,.vlng way to a sensual appe"
ts ju s t ; when t l Wjl°b  he permanently recognise 
“ Portune him »n ApPetifce ia satisfied, it ceases to 

social instinct ’»!,■ i  len the voice of the permanen 
beard. He feelu hlCtl has outraged makes itself
of his nature nn^a co“ d,ct going on between one par CQre and mother, and this we call remorse.
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Some men’s consciences are really a curious com­
pound. I was turning ov6r the pages of Schopen­
hauer, a German philosopher, this afternoon. That 
great writer says— and I am sorry to say that I agree 
with him—that a great many men’s consciences 
might be divided into one-fifth fear of man ; one-fifth 
religious fears; one-fifth prejudice ; one-fifth vanity; 
^ud one-fifth custom. A pure enlightened conscience 
ie unfortunately rare. It can only exist where a 
raan consciously makes the welfare of society his 
highest object, and deliberately calculates the conse­
quences of his actions. Happily, however, such con­
sciences become more numerous as false standards 
aud illusory ideals disappear.

We may roughly lay down these as general motives 
First, there is egoism; the contraction of a man t 
desires and aspirations entirely to his own personal 
pleasure, without respect to that of others. Next 
absolute malignity, which relishes the pain of others 
80eks their misery, and eventuates in cruelty. Un­
fortunately this motive is very strong in some, and 
the best of us have a taint of it. Third—pity, bene­
volence, compassion, sympathy, or what else it may 
ho called, which is really the cement of society, and 
the feeling upon which all morality is based.

We may also divide the virtues into two great 
pnes: justice, which is the repression of one’s egoism 
111 the interest of the general social order; and 
charity, which is the individual, unsolicited exercise 

the social sympathies. Comte, Spencer, and 
others call it the altruistic sentiment. Combined 
with a love of truth it leads mon sometimes to gaol 
^oietimes to exile, and sometimes to the stake. 
~hey feel within them that burning enthusiasm for 
humanity, which swamps their lower appetites, and 
Vaises them into the loftiest region of morality; and 
lheir martyrdoms are as beacon-fires of warning 

exhortation to generation after generation of 
heir fellow men.

Are There Any Atheists Left ?
Y *
per  ̂ Ver  ̂8uPGr*or peraon and your very religious 

800 have as least this in common—they are both 
oby- y prone to ignore facts that to others are 
the-1008’ an<̂ ’ as a result, both live in a world of 
banr ° Wn creating. When the superior person 
8eri ns k0 a*80 religi°us> the case assumes a 
des°08 complexion. An aggravated case of this 
of .5’Pkion cropped up the other day in the columns 
f0r 6 Daily News. The writer, who is responsible 
êalfcl • ^  column of notes on affairs in general, 

Cbri .y*hh an assertion made by a certain Welsh 
Athê  f.an' -^ is gentleman had asserted that every 
poljtj an<I Agnostic in the country is a Liberal in 
that f8 ® a<̂  k0 said the vast majority were, or 
been ,eW ^hem are Conservatives, I should have 
in r inphned to agree with him. Real Liberalism 
dj ''g>0n is apt to go with liberal views in other 
Ffg , and certainly the va3t majority of the 
adVa 01n^era of my acquaintance arc in favor of 

ThaCf^ .Worb in sociology as well as in religion.
It i8 6 , %  News is a Liberal (politically) newspaper, 
pap0r . 0 a religious newspaper— the religious news- 
Wo ’ In *act- Being religious, it does not, there- 
mannCare.^° he identified even in the remotest 
Athej6r w^h so unpopular a phase of opinion as 
laboj.«8̂ 1’. an  ̂ 80 ib meets the statement with a 
\vho j, j°Cularity characteristic of many writers 
c°OUnpay° ûrn °nt columns of semi-humorous 
^he .̂° orfior. The writer has heard of Atheists 
knew o 0v*fiently a well-informed man. He also 
fore baDe~~^*8 c*ref0 °f acquaintances must, there- 
Wonjg Vo hcen large and varied. But, wonder of 
ktr. Q, 8' “he only Atheist he ever know believed 
f re8umft j 0P° bo be in the pay of the Pope! Wo 
n8uai|r bhis remarkable Atheist is now dead ; they 
been inf l° *n bhese cases, otherwise it would have 
ieiaarWv^re8ting bo discover his reasons for so

0 a conclusion.

The Daily News writer not only knew this won­
derful Atheist—he evidently credited him with being 
the last one of his kind. For, says he—

“ We had regarded them as practically extinct. We 
never visit the Natural History branch of the British 
Museum without hoping to find a case with the label, 
‘ Atheist. Unique Specimen found in ashpit at Bor- 
desley. Lent by the Bishop of Birmingham.’ ”

This, of course, settles the controversy. Atheists 
cannot be all Liberals, for the simple reason that 
they do not exist—for the Daily News. Nor am I 
much surprised at anyone who refrains from going 
beyond the columns of the Daily News for his know­
ledge of the world coming to this conclusion. For 
this pious paper carefully refrains from letting its 
readers know that any such persons exist. Their 
meetings are never reported, their writings are never 
reviewed. If an Atheist, so prominent in other direc­
tions that he cannot be ignored, dies, his opinions are 
alluded to as being advanced in matters of religion, 
or as not being orthodox, or in some one of the many 
ways favored by those who, while lacking the courage 
to tell a direct lie, have no hesitation in reaping 
profit by suggesting a falsehood. For business and 
professional reasons, Atheism is ignored. To notice 
it is to advertise it; and the religious man or woman 
must be encouraged to slumber in an atmosphere of 
carefully-cultivated delusion.

Now, if I really believed the Daily News writer to 
be as ignorant as he writes himself, there would be 
an easy way to enlighten him. He need only make 
an appointment with the present writer, and he 
would be pleased to introduce him to a fair number 
of Atheists any time he has a couple of hours to 
spare. But the truth is that those who write in this 
way are not so ignorant as they appear. To put it 
quite bluntly, they are carrying on the good old 
Christian policy of lying for the greater glory of 
God. And this particular lie has been told so often, 
and in such high places, that it is repeated now as a 
matter of course. It has taken rank as a religious 
truth, and a religious truth is one that, when divorced 
from religion, comes under an exactly opposite 
category.

One can readily believe that the Daily News writer 
hopes to find the fossilised carcase of the last Atheist 
—although time is much more likely to produce the 
fossilised body of the last Christian, lying, maybe, 
along with some decaying fragments of our only reli­
gious newspaper. But hope is not only often deferred ; 
it is frequently destroyed. Emphatically it is so in 
this case. Tried by any reasonable standard, Atheism 
is stronger now than at any other period of human 
history. For obvious reasons, people have never been 
in a hurry to call themselves Atheists. Christianity 
made being honest too dangerous a procedure for it 
to be otherwise. But plenty have done so, and there 
are more who do so now than ever before. And only 
a few miles across the Channel, in France, where 
mental honesty flourishes better than with us, nearly 
seven millions of people wrote themselves down as 
adhering to a frame of mind whioh the sapient Daily 
News believes—or pretends to believe—is quite ex­
tinct. How many would write themselves down 
Atheist in this country if people were thoroughly 
honest, it is impossible to say with certainty, but in 
all probability the number would be nearly as large.

Why should there be this elaborate pretence of 
ignorance as to the existence of Atheism ? In any 
honest view of the situation we have Atheists as 
members of the Government, Atheist members of 
Parliament, Atheist mon of letters, Atheist men of 
science, and legions of Atheists in the ordinary walks 
of life. The reply would probably be that most of these 
people call themselves Agnostics. Probably so ; and 
it should give some of these a little uneasiness to 
note how their use of that “ blessed word ” helps the 
pietistic mind to maintain its position in society. 
But Agnosticism is Atheism masquerading under a 
now name. There is no vital distinction between 
the two. Either a man does believe in a God̂  or he 
does not. If he does, he is a Theist, and his par­
ticular form of Theism is comparatively unimportant.
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If he does not believe in a God he is an Atheist, and 
any fancy name he chooses to select is only an indi­
cation of his unwillingness to run the risk of offend­
ing religious respectability. It is curiously suggestive 
that Agnosticism should have grown up and flourished 
in English-speaking countries where a peculiarly 
self-righteous and hypocritical form of Protestantism 
flourishes. In France, or Italy, or elsewhere, the 
issue is faced in a much more satisfactory manner. 
In these countries scientists do not spend their time 
inventing a new name wherewith to disguise their 
heresy. If they care to express their opinions they 
do so ; and the people, apparently, think none the 
worse of them for so doing.

If the number of Atheists, under various aliases, 
is large, this is only because Atheism is the logical 
ultimate of modern scientific thought. From one 
department after another the conception of God has 
been steadily excluded. Physics, chemistry, astro­
nomy, geology, biology, have absolutely discarded 
the idea of God, and even in sociology it is steadily 
losing ground. The only science in which the idea 
of God has any place whatever is the science of 
anthropology, and it is there only as a curious pro­
duct of human mental evolution, to be analysed, 
explained, and ultimately to be valued because of 
the light it casts on the myth making power of the 
human mind. In the whole range of modern life and 
thought there is no serviceable purpose served by 
the conception of God. Its main function is to pro­
vide a living for the clergy, and to serve as decora 
tion for political appeals to a misguided people. 
Atheism has triumphed, and is triumphing, because 
life itself is fundamentally non-Theistic.

Underlying the religious talk of the non-existence 
of Atheism is the fear of what may come from 
acknowledging its existence. These people not only 
know that Atheism is more widespread now than 
ever before, they are afraid to discuss it. Chal­
lenged to meet Atheists in open discussion, the 
reply of one clergyman after another is that only 
harm can result from such a meeting. From their 
point of view the objection is sound enough, for a 
discussion means opening the eyes of religious people 
to the real strength of the Atheistic position. So 
they consider it wiser to adopt the policy of ignoring 
the existence of a position they are not strong 
enough to destroy. And, thanks to the hypocrisy of 
the British press, this policy can be pursued with a 
fair measure of success—for a time. But for a time 
only. The forces of life are insistent and universal; 
and, while these people are encouraging those who 
look to them for guidance to live in a fool’s paradise, 
the development of thought takes its course, and the 
tendencies that have reduced the many gods to one, 
and modified that one to the extent of making it a 
mere abstraction, will one day abolish it altogether.

I have not very much fear of finding the last 
Atheist labelled as a “  unique specimen ” in the 
Natural History Museum. It is far more probable 
that some newspaper of the future may contain a 
notice like the following :—

“  I nterestin g  D iscovery .
At the meeting of tho Anthropological section of the 

British Association yesterday, Professor Blank gave an 
interesting account of a small tribe found on a little- 
visited island in the South Pacific. The tribo numbered 
some 200 persons, and was found practicing certain 
rites that were believed to bo quite extinct. The 
central belief of these rites appeared to be that the 
cosmos was controlled by a being possessed of all the 
qualities of human nature, to whom prayers were con­
stantly offered that he might manage affairs wisely and 
well. They also believed that in some obscure manner 
this being, or a portion of him, took on human form and 
offered himself as a sacrifice to placate the Supremo 
Ruler. Blood-sacrifice seemed to be an essential por­
tion of the creed, and much of the ritual had reference 
to washings in blood ; but whether this was literal or 
symbolical is not quite clear. They also believe in an 
underworld, to which offenders are sent to suffer 
excruciating torments for ever; with an over-world, 
designed for the benefit of the elect. Having but an 
imperfect conception of natural causation, they believe 
in the possibility of altering the course of nature

through their petitions to the heavenly chief. Their 
funeral customs pointed clearly to the belief in a double 
or 1 soul,’ which was quite independent of the body ana 
survived its disintegration. Among the fragments or a 
literature preserved by these people are copies of a 
newspaper, which, although published as late as tne 
early part of the twentieth century, appears to have 
been quite ignorant of the real nature of the discoveries 
made by the scientific world of that date. This alone 
is interesting in showing how, among even a com­
paratively civilised people, traces of a lower culture- 
stage survive. During the discussion that ensued i 
was suggested that, while the ideas described were 
ultimately derived from the most primitive times, they 
were probably immediately due to the presence of a few 
1 medicine men ’ sent out by certain Western agencies 
about the beginning of the twentieth century, before 
the complete abandonment of such savage beliefs m 
that part of the world. These men had thus been cu 
off from their base, and their complete isolation from 
civilisation, due to the remote position of the islanU, 
accounted for their survival. It was also suggeste 
that, in the interests of scientific research, these peop 
should be left undisturbed in the practice of their 
curious rites, as they would thus serve as a living in1 
between ourselves and our savage ancestors.”

C. Cohen*

Sunday Observance.

The British people, in common with most- Conti­
nental nations, are rapidly secularising the Lord s 
Day by converting it into Man’s Rest and Recreation 
Day. This is a process which, of necessity, involve 
the complete overthrow of the Christian Churoh,an 
particularly of the priestly or clerical profession* 
Perceiving that, if the process continues, such aD 
outcome is ultimately inevitable, Christian lea<̂ is’ 
pretending not to be influenced or prejudiced in t 
least by any personal and selfish considerations, 
declare that tho secularisation of the Sabbath is 
symptom of national decay, and can only end i 
direst national disaster. One prominent clergyma 
recently said that “ the national attitude towar  ̂
Sunday observance threatens vitally our nation 
existence.” This reverend gentleman pathetica J  
adds: “ Do not imagine that I am going to indu ĝ  
in a lament over people’s absence from church 
chapel. I want to go deeper, to ask what Sunday ^ 
for, and what use poople are making of i t ; and iy 
when I try to formulate answers to these questio 
that my heart begins to fail mo through fear.

Tho preachers base their whole argument f°r 
religious observance of Sunday on the assump1' 
that religion is an essential condition of natio 
prosperity; and this assumption again they ® aK _ 
rest on another assumption, equally unveriha t; 
namely, that only religion “ guarantees ethical vig°( jg 

of insight into Divine truth,” they assert,Loss
followed by ethical atrophy.” Religion means 
vision of God in the face of Jesus Christ, and or0 
contention is that where this vision is lacking ‘ a0 
is moral decay.”  This is a mere assumption,^, 
assertion unaccompanied by a single scrap 0 g) 
dence. Here is the assertion in all its nake  ̂
and simply to cite is to refute i t : Without re Ĵ .̂ y 
“  the people lose their cleanness of life, their P 
of heart, their self-control, their courage, .fl8 
sagacity, their devotion ; and when these 9n!̂ ver,t 
are ebbing away, no power on earth can Pr ^ 6 
national disaster." It follows from this t*1» jt 
loss of Sunday as religion’s field-day carries w .̂jy, 
the ovontual loss of religion itself, and, consequ 

- *•  ̂ ’ •* -----Suchof all that makes life worth living
Christian argument, in a nutshell. Robert0»

In a published sermon by the Rev. J* ej,
M.A., B.D., Dr. McLaren’s successor at Union ,<jg
Manchester, it is bluntly stated that if Sun ^ e
not kept as a holy day, tho vision fades, a *ge?” 
the people perish.” “ How can it be otbo 
Mr. Roberts asks. . mor*!

“ What other opportunity for spiritual anaDy par- 
culture is comparable with Sunday ; not wi 1 u coU" 
ticular day, but with that day which by co
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sent is freed from the claims of ordinary business ? If 
people do not get the vision of God clarified and streng­
thened then, whenever can they hope to secure the 
blessing ? If the people of Great Britain let this pre­
cious opportunity slip, they will endanger their vision of 
God, and then they will sow the seeds of national decay.” 

I • Roberts puts the cart before the horse. The 
°ss of religion does not follow, but precedes, the 
secularisation of Sunday. The Secular Sunday is 
be result, not the cause, of the death of Chris- 
lanity. The vision of God fades, and God’s day 

naturally dies out. When God goes, all God’s things 
sP°?^arieou8ly take their departure.

Mr. Roberts treats Sabbath and Sunday as if they 
Were identical. He speaks of the emphasis which 
be Bible lays on keeping the Sabbath, and of the 

valuable promises attached to its observance. He 
6 Is us that God “ insists” on the day being kept 

b°ly ; but surely the preacher knows that Sunday is 
hot a Biblical institution. Sunday dates no further 
ack than the Council of Laodicea in 368, or Con­

stantine’s legalising of it in 321. The Sabbath was 
®.nd is an exclusively Jewish ordinance, and Chris- 
«'^hs have never observed it. Mr. Roberts says: 

-the common idea that Sunday is intended to be a 
j*hy of rest is quite unscriptural.” We challenge 

!m to prove that rash assertion. For the observance 
Sunday the Bible contains no direction, while the 

abbath is again and again described as a day of rest 
toasting. To hallow the Sabbath meant to 

bstain from all work and be merry.
" The special ritual at the temple prescribed for the 

Sabbath by the Pentateuchal law was not regarded as 
auy part of the hallowing of the sacred day; on the 
contrary, the rule was that, in this regard, ‘ The Sab­
bath was not kept at the sanctuary.’ Strictly speaking, 
therefore, the Sabbath was neither a day of relief to 
toiling humanity nor a day appointed for public wor­
ship ; the positive duties of its observance wore to wear 
one’s best clothes, eat, drink, and be glad (justified 
from Is. lviii. 18).”

tho New Testament the Sabbath falls into the 
ackground. As it was then observed in the Jewish 
nurch, Jesus is reported as condemning it, while the 

^Postle Paul regarded all days as alike. From the 
beginning, therefore, the Christian Church was 

°t strictly Sabbatarian, and its constant tendency 
0̂ 8 to minimise the importance of Sabbath 
r 8°rvance, and concentrate its attention on the 
^ord g Day. Now, the curious thing is that the 
¡8°r“ ’8 Ray was a popular institution under Pagan- 

long prior to the Christian era. What is beyond 
 ̂ ntroversy is that Mr. Roberts has no right what- 

tj1°r pronounce Sunday a Biblical institution, and 
 ̂ at the law of the Jewish Sabbath has no applica- 

* Christians. This is absolutely beyond dis- 
tk eJ. aQJ it follows that to speak in tho name of 
the while enforcing Sunday observance is to
Q into the eyes of credulous and wholly

^ntical congregations.
Now, what are the facts deplored by Christian 

ttobl8 êrs  ̂ Fact number one, according to Mr. 
pe *s ^his ■ “ That very large numbers of the
Uu u 8°i^om enter any places of worship." Fact 
th<3 6r Ŵo *8 i'i1138 abated : “ That what are called 
up, uPPer classes aro turning Sunday into a day of 
jj^^re-secking.” We will not follow the preacher 
Sard }l*8 8ca^iDg denunciation of golf and tennis, 
pa Gn and dinner parties, whist drives, bridge 
for cf8’ are said to be the “  accepted program
°Ur , n^ay afternoons and evenings,” but will take 
t0 °aP from the Upper Ten to tho working-classes, 

.fret number three staring us in the face— 
thoV  '8* C or in g  people, sick and tired of
80 c i ? ° l08ia8tical clubs, are taking to political and 
f°r ^lobs, a& which “  Sunday is a prominent day 
brak drives, concerts, variety entertainments, 
âuô î *11̂ '0.8» c°medy performances, living pictures, 

hut nf Parfres on the river, and various gatherings,” 
re]j ? which “ not a single word is*uttered about 
sPirit°n i ,,al)oafc God, about things eternal and 
four-^v  • Now we are confronted with fact number 
tnidd] ^kich is, that “  the present attitude of the 

6 classes towards Sunday observance is dis­

quieting.” Then comes an impassioned diatribe 
against Sunday trading and Sunday newspapers.

These are the facts which are said to be hurling 
Great Britain to its total ruin. That they are 
symptomatic of the decay of supernatural religion we 
readily admit. That political and social clubs are 
successful rivals of the heavenly ones is equally 
undeniable. Nothing can be more true than that 
the Christian religion is in an exceedingly parlous 
condition. The parsons have eminently good reason 
to feel disquieted and alarmed, for “ not only is there 
danger that their trade come into disrepute,” but 
also that the temple of the Most High God “  be 
made of no account,” and that he himself be deposed 
from his magnificence, whose terror has darkened 
the earth for so long a time. What Mr. Roberts 
dreads, however, is not the discrediting of his call­
ing, not the disappearance of the Church, not the 
bowing out of the Deity, but the coming to disaster 
of the nation when it knows not God; and this, we 
are assured, no power on earth can prevent. On 
this point Mr. Roberts is sublimely dogmatical. Is 
he right ?

Prophecy is easy and cheap. Any fool can be an 
eloquent prophet. But prophecy is as worthless as 
it is easy. Were we inclined, we could indulge in a 
radically different prediction, and feel pretty certain 
of its being fulfilled. But we will make our appeal 
to history instead. It is well known that the decay 
of religion, so feelingly bemoaned by the preachers, 
has been going on for at least a hundred years. 
Church and chapel attendance has been steadily 
falling off during that period, and the membership of 
Christian communions, so far from keeping pace 
with the growth of the population, has in many 
instances been actually decreasing What effect 
has this undoubted decline of religion had upon the 
manners and morals of the people ? A hundred 
years ago drunkenness almost took rank with the 
virtues. Drinking alcoholic liquors was a fine art in 
high repute. To-day, drunkenness is universally 
frowned upon, while tho drinking habits of the 
people generally have enormously improved. A 
hundred years ago prostitution was of treble its 
present proportions. Even during the last forty 
years, which have been very disastrous years for 
religion, crime in our country has positively dimi­
nished by twelve per cent. Can theso results be 
construed as proofs that in propoition as the nation 
abandons religion it is hastening to its doom ? 
Morally, this country stands higher to-day than it 
ever did before, while religiously it stands much 
lower. How does Mr. Roberts explain such facts 
as these, and, face to face with them, how can he 
conscientiously affirm that, without faith in God, 
“ the people lose their cleanness of life, their purity 
of heart, their self-control, their courage, their 
sagacity, their devotion ” ? He is Bpeaking from 
deep-rooted prejudice, while ignoring the knowledge 
so easily acquired.

Wo repeat that the secularisation of Sunday, so 
far from being symptomatic of national decay, is an 
encouraging sign of national growth and develop­
ment. It may eventuate in the extinction or total 
transformation of tho Church ; but the history of 
the last few decades conclusively shows that, to say 
the least, it is not accompanied by th6 degradation 
and demoralisation of the people. j  ^  LLOYD

Wo congratulate the Rev. A. Boyd-Carponter, M.A., upon 
bis amazing ingenuity. Referring to modern critics, be 
says : "They have cut away from tho Gospels the miracu­
lous element, they have cut out this and cut out that in 
their extreme criticism, but one thing they have never been 
able to do—that is, to get rid of Christ." But this is the 
very thing they have succeeded in doing. They have 
utterly discredited the Christ of every school of theology. 
Throwing common sense down the wind, Mr. Boyd- 
Carpenter represents Christ as saying, “ Take from me all 
that you like to take,” the curious mathematical result 
being that the whole, after its ruthless removal, still 
remains in all its ancient integrity.
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Acid Drops.

The Prince of Wales, according to Reuter, figured in a 
“ delightful incident.” He paid a visit to the pilgrimage 
village of Sainte Anne de Beaupre, known as the American 
Lourdes. Hundreds of pilgrims, many of them on crutches, 
surrounded his motor-car, cheered him, and kissed his hands. 
But it is not reported that he cured aDy of them, although a 
royal touch used to be considered very medicinal. Inside 
the church, Cardinal Mathieu showed the Prince stacks of 
crutches, spectacles, and surgical appliances which had been 
cast off by recovered pilgrims. His Royal Highness went 
away “ deeply touched.” Everybody mixed up with the 
affair must have been a bit “ touched.”

Going to a peace meeting to kick up a row is quite a bril­
liant idea. The ladies who compelled the men to carry 
them out from the Queen’s Hall meetiog of the Peace Con­
gress addressed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer are to 
be congratulated on their originality. Mere men are not 
equal to these things. Seriously speaking, we have more 
than once given our opinion as to the policy of interrupting 
speakers and creating disorder at meetings, and there is no 
need to repeat it in extenso. We simply say again that the 
right of orderly public meeting is far more important than 
the vote itself. It is one of the main pillars of a free society.

thus anointed, adequately equipped, and Spirit■ filled, w ® 
did David do ? He simply live the life of a cruel, deceit10 • 
licentious, and savage chief. He lied and robbed and ku e 
without a scruple. His treatment of the King of ®  ̂ °
Nabal, and of Uriah, stamp him as a scoundrel of t  ̂
deepest dye. Who can read such passages as 2 Samue 
xii. 26-31, 1 Kings ii. 5-9, and many others of like impor , 
and believe that he was filled, and led all through his h • 
by the Spirit of a God of truth and love ? Is it any won ê  
that so many Sunday-school scholars turn sceptics wue 
they dare to think for themselves ?

Mr. R. J. Campbell says of the International Congreg* 
tional Council: “ I have not the slightest doubt that 
Knox would doom the whole International Congregation 
Council which met in Edinburgh last week to the bottom 6 
pit, and if he bad the same power in Edinburgh now as 
had then he would probably anticipate the divine decree v 
clapping every man Jack of them into a filthy gaol, 
do not at all question the accuracy of the judgment, whi 
only serves to show what broad human tolerance and sy 
pathy has always characterised Christian leaders. All t 
need be added is that Christians would act in much tbe ea  ̂
manner now had they the opportunity. In general 
measure of their tolerance towards those who differ W 
them is in exact proportion to their inability to give * 
religious feelings full expression.

We have received a funny cutting from the Diamond 
Fields Advertiser. It appears that the Bond Congress met 
at Robertson early in June, and during the morning session 
on June 5 the following incident occurred :—

“  A long debate ensued over a motion directed against the 
compulsory extermination of locusts. Various delegates 
declared that it was impossible and sacrilegious to exter­
minate locusts, seeing that they were a plague sent by a 
higher Power.”

Mr. Campbell asserts that no man can tell what Christi­
anity is. He is quite right, so far as Protestant Christianity 
is concerned ; and yet he imagines that he both knows and 
can state what it is, while the millions of preachers who 
differ from him are declared to be guilty of grossly miscon 
ceiving and misrepresenting it. Now, one thing is perfectly 
clear, namely, that if Christianity is correctly interpreted 
by Campbellism, it has either no future at all, or a confused, 
troubled, and disastrous one.

Mr. Olivier, of Moltano, reminded the meeting of the proverb 
about “ work and pray,” but the pious Boers were not to be 
put off in that way, and the motion against the “  sacri­
legious ” interference with the proceedings of a 11 higher 
Power ”  was carried by a great majority.

Another cutting from the same paper contains a lettor 
from Mr. J. P. Rossouw, of Porterville, C.C., to Ons Land. 
This gentleman says that educating children to become 
lawyers or teachers is “  altogether in conflict with the 
Bible,”  which declares that we must earn our bread by the 
sweat of our brows. The state of affairs in South Africa 
can only be improved by obeying the Holy Scriptures. “ I 
hope that all people will realise their failings,” tho Boer 
gentleman says, “ and acknowledge their sins before God; 
and then only can wo hope for better times.” What a Rweet 
innocent! We did not think there were so many of them 
eft after the war, with all its disillusionment.

“ Providence ” has been active in Italy. Snowstorms in 
July for a special troat 1 Chiasso was flooded a foot deep. 
Shops, warehouses, and the railway track between Porto 
Ccresio and Milan were swept away by mountain torrents. 
In the Ligurian province many bridges and houses woro 
washed away, and hundreds of cattlo and pigs were 
destroyed. “  For his tender mercies are over all his works.”

Asia Minor was also visited with stormy weather in July. 
The floods at Tokot drowned about 2,000 people. Other 
places likewise suffered severely, people being washed 
away, and houses, crops, and cattlo destroyed. “  I the 
Lord do all these things.”

As is well known, Christianity originated in tho East. 
Then it entered the West; but almost in proportion as it 
prospered in the West it decayed in the East. It is now 
practically extinct in the Orient, and in the process of 
extinction in the Occident. As it decays in tho latter a stu­
pendous effort is being made to re-establish it in the former. 
But tho attempt is doomed to fail, because now at length 
tho East, as well as the West, is eagerly absorbing modern 
knowledge, which is everywhere the sworn and relentless 
enemy of supernatural beliefs.

To-day, Sunday-school childron throughout the country 
are being told wonderful tales about tho anointing of King 
David at Bethlehem. It was the Lord who anointed him. 
They will be assured that, when anointed, David was 
adequately equipped for all the duties of kingship. “ And 
the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that 
day forward ” (1 Samuel xvi. 1-13). Now, having been

The Rev. Dr. E. C. Moore, of Harvard University, dec a 
that Christianity is “ an Oriental faith ” which has UDsgeS) 
gone Hellenising, Romanising, and Teutonising ProcoR 
and is destined to pass through many more such change  ̂
the future. But such a declaration is fatal to tho a  ̂
claim that Christianity is, in its very nature, an a . °, ¡oS 
universal religion. Dr. Moore goes further, and main 
that it is a missionary’s first duty, when ho enters & 10 9
land, to naturalise, nationalise, and in other ways adap 
religion to tho intellectual and moral conditions o .^ 
people. But how on earth can you naturalise and nat'O. . .fl„ 
the alleged stupendous miraclos upon which the Ch n0 
religion is made to rest ? In no country, and amo B 
people undor heaven, can Virgin Births and Resurrec 
bo presented as natural events.

The Rev. Dr. Hillis came all the way from yb“ en
London to tell us that all through tho ages God ha3 ^  B 
making desperato efforts to speak to us, and tha > ftr0 
matter of fact, he does speak to us unceasingly, only ftD(j 
too deaf to hoar him. Of courso, Dr. Hillis is not do ^ Qng 
lie undertakes to report what the Lord says. The c 
thing, however, is that God and Dr. Hillis hold precisely 
samo opinions on every subject, which looks rathe 
cious, to say tho very least.

By sorno unnamed authority, Dr. Hillis attributed^ce^jeC.
threestrange actions to tho Deity. One of them was 

tion of Abraham Lincoln, an unbeliever, to ¿„dent 
millions of negro slaves. Lincoln was an admiring 3 
of Volney and Paino, and his wife stated that y6t, 
neither faith nor liopo in tho Christian sense; a .whom God cho*according to Dr. Hillis, this was tbo man wnum ''^ inerjoan 
to act for him in tho most momontous crisis in_^  ^¡0

■vrehistory! j f  ĥerodemeaning himself L *  Wo cannot eonceivo — 
understand why so a;0*- BUcb, a fashion, neither can 
hohovo in his Master lnh'uisbed a Divino sorvant did not

Before tho close nt u-8elf- After all GnJ i 8emion- Dr. Hillia corrected him- 
epohenforniVh’ on /L  .  “ ot «Peak to-day, and has not 
ll,s soul and spoken f “ ty,centuries, for he “ hath unrolled 
thought about man '^r atest and Jast and profoundest 
and springing fro,„ J°sas Christ, hanging on his croaa,
astoundingly dramatie back into tljo °Pon Bky "■ 1 orhaps this American divine may

t himself on this point also.live long enough to correct
* -------  et of th°

" Kindness to animals, evidently, is not a S»lv®‘
Salvation Army. A horso which was attache jjb loa ^
tion Army wagon, and which refused to P gutter a 
attracted tho attention of policeman Wilha
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jxth-avenue aud Thirty-second-street one morning last 
eek. Stetter investigated and found the animal suffering

sores—two under the collar and two under the girth 
6 policeman promptly arrested the driver, who gave his 

ktne as Maurice McKohan of 335 West Forty-eighth-slreet 
ls business, he said, was collecting paper for the Salvation 
rmy. Magistrate Wahle, in the Jefferson Market Police 
°.urt, held him in $500 for trial on a charge of cruelty to 

anitnals, and in default of bail he was committed to a cell 
s the horse is not a Christian and has no soul, the 
a vationist must have wondered what all the fuss was 
out. Christ never suffered for horses. They must 

u er for him.” — Truthseeker (New York).

is stated in a Christian paper that the Rev. Dr. 
„ arschauer is publishing a new book in September 
th 6 k18 : ^even Questions.” A Christian is the author of 
nQe book, hardly anybody but Christians will read it, and 

doubt it is written for them. Yes, nineteen hundred 
reUr a^ fr Gesus lived and died, and revealed “ the only true 
ah 1̂ 1,0D’.” bis own followers have to ask each other questions 

out him. There is nothing settled yet. What a pity he 
i ■er came at all 1 Or that, having come, he didn’t reveal 
hls own revelation.

lat^  S6̂  Warschauer preached at the City Temple
e‘y. bis sermon being printed in the weekly organ of the 

6w Theology. He spent a good deal of his time in praising 
a aan<l Mazzini—the latter a Theist, the former an Atheist; 

Ge * 6 j^ounG up by quoting a “ great scripture ” fromwound 
orge Eliot

But a *u*;ure bfo. New Theology people are getting on. 
wben are they going to be straightforward ?

God “ “ u“—a Positivist, who had no belief whatever in

® Christian Commonwealth, which prints and praises 
the ]ya.r®cbauer’s sermon, savagely pitches into the editor of 
a ritish Weekly for calling the Modernist movement an 

ssentiaHy infidel movement,” and declaring that if the"̂ Oderniato a . . : . ___.. j.v. ”, •

Wdlybos expressed less offensively. But the New Theology 
„  This it how it foams at

taouth:_
i,rf>an goes into hysterics of anger.

On this we would like to say that the person who has 
he deplorable taste to rofor to the saintly and venerated 

•James Martineau—the greatest religions thinker of his age 
as an infidel, thereby writes himself down as outside the 

q Pale of ordinary civilisation.
Tu0<\ kord I How they lovo ono another 1 But the New Alleol0| • J
p t y n°t in quostion. The point at issue is what did he 
h u d and ôacb ? To call him a Christian, which we 
V ^ t a n d  ho did not call himself, is a gross abuse of 
Mod'13'̂ 6, T>r. Robertson Nicoll is substantially right. The 
ahd u*1'8*' movemont ** essentially an “ infidel " movement, 
¡U p 110 ^ ew Theology is the name that Modernism goes by 
Chri ^fkud. Why quarrel over the word ” infidel ” ? The 
aRai,ilaw Comwwnwealth doosn't object to using the word 
toil tuoro thorough-going unbelievers. Why not face the

°gy is most at fault. James Martineau’s character is

teal
an»u a^UosGon ? Is the Now Theology, or is not, anything but 
of ^ hommodation of “ infidel ” conclusions to the exogencies 

0 ‘ -paid orthodox pulpits ?

Tl
Chur?, ^ev' Mr. McCorkindalo, of the Knoxlaud Parish 
reii . > Dumbarton, talks quito sensibly until ho touchos
hUsol°n *n a published sermon his views on the thinker's 
tecor i°d PUobloms, aud the man of action’s incomplete 
" sai t’ aro 8auo al>d B°uud; but when he comes to the 
U6Ss*7 .8 ^achieved ideal,” his lucidity and sweet reasouable- 
as u ¿,l8aPPoar. He regards the incompleteness of life hero 
tealia 1°,, Pr°phecy of another, where our ideals will be 
buport ” Mr> McCorkindalo forgets two things of supreme 
aUificii“ 06, The first is, that “  a saint’s ideals ” are purely 
Secoj, i ' anG Go not mako for montal health; and the 
fealisod tbai idoals aro bfe’s stimulants. They are never 
coqJj < ' Their realisation would bo the worst thing that 
Max M«nPen’ 14 would rob life of all its sweet enjoyments, 
of the ,  ,.r’8 words may bo taken as an axiom : “  The dream 

iea*ity is hotter than tho reality of the dream.”

tl5 'r icCl.‘atles Alexander, of the Torrey-Alexander religio- 
say thaf1 iCotribination, has written to the religious press to 

10 has no intention of conducting a mission in 
^epced i Ur'nf! tho forthcoming winter. He is too expo­
rter th’ i 8ay«- to think of holding another mission so soon 
°uly at V a*t. \v0 aro not at an surprised at tho reason, 
e0ouKh f T^bbcity. Evidently tho last was not favorable 
l̂euandr °,.*tlv*to an early repetition. Or perhaps Mr.

1 thinks it wisost to wait until people have for­

gotten the last. Meanwhile Mr. Alexander has plenty of 
engagements elsewhere ; so he is, we presume, happy. That 
is the beauty of religious folly ; it is so universal that those 
who live upon it run small danger of starvation.

Mr. William Watson has written a poetical attack on the 
new Cathedral at Liverpool. He suggests that no money 
should be spent in this direction until all the children of 
Liverpool are shod and fed. Of course, the clergy do not 
agree with Mr. Watson’s sensible suggestion. They profess 
to be greatly concerned at the existence of poverty and 
misery, but they never put half the spirit into their removal 
that they do into raising funds for new chapels and 
churches. Even the Christian World thinks it would be 
dangerous to agree with Mr. Watson; it thinks the right 
point of view is to judge the act of devotion by its spirit. 
Of course, those who give towards new and expensive 
churches may be animated by the best of motives—although 
these are often very mixed. But this is emphatically not 
the point at issue. The point is whether the interests of 
society are best served by building cathedrals, or by devoting 
that money and energy to providing better houses, better 
food, and better clothing for those who are unfortunate 
enough to need them ? The reply of real reformers can 
hardly be open to doubt.

We have only one other word to add. Suppose this and 
other new cathedrals offered no posts to which payment 
was attached ; suppose it was proposed to build a cathedral 
which should be dependent upon voluntary services for the 
sermons and prayers, would there be the same eagerness for 
their construction ? We seriously question if there would be 
under these conditions. Underlying all the professions of 
zeal for the glorification of the Lord is the professional feel­
ing that here are more posts being created and more stipends 
to draw. The feeling may not be always present in con­
sciousness, but it is there. And there is nothing new in 
discovering that such feelings are cloaked and disguised by a 
class cant.

Miss Jessie Ackermann, a famous American globe-trotter, 
informs us that in South America religion is at a discount 
everywhere. “ The men are completely lost to the Church, 
so widely have their views changed.” “ With this drifting 
from tho Church, there has come an increased disregard for 
the Lord’s Day,” golf, horse-races, bull-fights, and other 
entertainments being patronised rather than Divine services. 
What is true of the men is almost equally true of the women. 
They too “ have given up churchgoing, and aro interested in 
social and philanthropical problems rather than in religion.”

As Miss Ackermann is herself a profoundly religious 
woman, we may safely regard her report as substantially 
correct. While “  this wholesale desertion of the Church is 
more marked in the Spanish-speaking Roman Church than 
elsewhere,” it is found that 11 Protestant places of worship 
are by no moans crowded out. Going to church with many 
of tho English-speaking people is a mere incident: they 
take it on the way to tennis or golf; and they seem quito 
free from any burdensome sense of duty or responsibility in 
the matter.”

Wo aro often askod, “ Is Freethought making any roal 
hoadway in the world ?”  Miss Ackermann’s testimony shows 
cloarly that in South America it is triumphant all along the 
lino. Wo know also that in North America, throughout tho 
Continent of Europe, and in Great Britain, Freethought has 
boon first flooding, and then emptying, tho Churches. At 
presont, it is tho emptying ordinance that is tho moro con­
spicuous.

Tho President of tho Wesleyan Conference makes the 
startling announcement that “  the ascended Christ reigns 
over aud shapes the history of tho world by his indwelling 
life.”  Then hands off, and quickly, Mr. President. How 
dare you and your friends talk about your plans and programs, 
your schemes of social reforms and reconstructions, and 
your impudent methods of soul-saving and heart-cleansing 
when, according to your own assertion, tho whole business 
is already in tho all-good and all-poworful hands of the 
ascondod Christ ? Pray, give him a chanco to prove that ho 
is thcro and answers to your description of him. Can’t you 
keep silent and still just for one year ? Try it, for a change. 
Perhaps others than the ascended Christ would have reason 
to give you thanks.

The Sisters of St. Anne at Gerace, in Calabria, carried on 
a foundling hospital. During 1907, out of 144 baby inmates 
no less than 143 died. A government inquiry revealed an 
extraordinary state of things. Two dying infants were left
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in the same cot, without nourishment or attendance, for 
twenty-four hours. A single nurse had the suckling of 
fourteen babies daily. No wonder the institution has been 
transferred to lay hands 1

The vicar of St. Marly-le-Bow says that Jesus “ seemed 
to live and move and have his being in an atmosphere of 
unearthly purity.” Will Mr. Hutton kindly tell us what he 
means by “ unearthly purity,”  and how it can be of the 
least use in this earthly life ?

Rev. Henry John Harvey, a well-known Congregational 
minister in Essex, threw himself under the Yarmouth 
express at Colchester station. As luck would have it, he 
fell between the rails and was uninjured except for a slight 
wound in the head. The case was heard in camera at the 
magistrates’ court, and the reverend gentleman was handed 
over to the care of bis friends, who took him away in a 
motor-car. Had he been a Freethought lecturer, he would 
probably have been treated more severely, besides being 
held up to scorn in the religious newspapers.

According to the newspapers, this intended suicide had a 
“ miraculous escape.” But if “ Providence ” saved him from 
death, it might as well have saved him from making the 
attempt to destroy himself. “ Providence ” seems always to 
act at the wrong moment.

When a white man assaults a black woman he commits 
an offence. When a black man assaults a white woman he 
commits a fiendish crime. That is how the whites look at 
it. They are all good Christians, of course, and the black 
man is their brother—in church, but it doesn’t work out 
that way outside. He is a damned nigger there—and 
damned niggers mustn’t presume to behave sexually with 
the freedom of the white images of the Creator. The other 
day at Grenville, near Fort Worth, Texas, a negro lad of 
seventeen, being lodged in the prison for an alleged assault 
on a white girl, was taken out by a white crowd, dragged to 
the public square, and tied to a stake. Cordwood was piled 
round him and saturated with kerosene, then the pile was 
set light to, and the flames shot up several yards. Screams 
of agony came from the black lad, but death silenced him in 
a few minutes. During that time white men, women, and 
children uttered shouts of joy. This sublime spectacle 
occurred in a Christian country—nearly two thousand years 
after Christ.

Spiritists do very wonderful things—under their own 
conditions, and overy sensible man knows what that means. 
They are talking a great deal just now about raising objects 
without contact. They say it is a positivo fact that this can 
be done. Dr. Gustave le Bon, the famous philosophical 
scientist, takes note of this boast in Le Matin. Very well, 
ho says, if this can be done it proves the existence of a now 
force, and may lead to fresh discoveries. He therefore 
oilers a prize of 500 francs to any medium who, without 
touching it, shall raise a sphere or cube placod upon a table 
an inch or two, so that a photographer of Le Matin shall 
tako a snapshot of the performance. Of course, it must bo 
done in the presence of competent witnesses. Which 
means, of course, that it will never bo done at all. We 
know those “ meejums.”

We note a remarkable case of “ Providence ” in the Daily 
Express. A missionary in South Laos, near Annam, trans­
cribed part of the Biblo into the native character, and sent 
his work to London to bo printed. Ho had spent infinite 
trouble over the work, and special type had to be made for 
it. When the proof sheets were ready they were forwarded 
to the Laos, but before they arrived the missionary and his 
wife had both died of cholera. Good old “ Providence ” 1

and Christian prejudices. The unfortunate aspect of this 
matter is that many writers, and a still larger number o 
readers, go on repeating this manufactured history, even 
when their general sympathies are not with Christianity. 
As an example of this we call attention to a recent book on 
Humanity and its Problems, by Mr. Alfred Hook. The boo 
is planned on lines that are generally sound, but in one par 
at least the author falls under the influence of common 
Christian notions as to the relations of the early Christians 
to the Pagan civilisation. In this he is too much inclined to 
take for granted the moral bankruptcy of Paganism and the 
moral excellence of the early Christians. His remark tna 
“ for the first century the Christians were distinguished by a 
high moral purity,” while they were “ surrounded by a popu­
lation to whom the qualities of gentleness and unselfisbnes 
were still foreign,” is one that shows the power of generally 
accepted statements over a writer’s knowledge and power 
reasoning.

The conception of any society as being morally bankrupt 
is a scientific absurdity. It overlooks the real nature o 
morality, and assumes it to be something added to social h* ' 
instead of its being something involved in the social struc­
ture itself. It also ignores the truth that the form of moral» y 
is everywhere conditioned by surrounding circumstance , 
and so tests all by an artificial standard of excellence. 
as the narrow type of Christian judges all people by whetn 
they do or do not conform to the formula of his creed, s 
many writers who retain the religious spirit judge all Pe°P 
by their own social standard. This is, of course, flattering 
to oneself, since one’s own society is necessarily the only on 
that comes up to the accepted ideal. This principle. f°° 
enough in all cases, is particularly bo when dealing ** 
civilised antiquity. The idea, for example, that unseln ^ 
ness and gentleness were unknown in the Roman world 
simply absurd. There was not, probably, the maudlin ta 
about these qualities that there is with us ; but this wo 
seem to be about the principal distinction. The str s 
sense of duty to the State that was taught, the stories t ^  
have reached us concerning individual sacrifices to this 6 
(whether they are legendary or not matters nothing in 
connection), are decisive on this point. And certainly cn ^  
tian moral teaching has never reached so “ unselfish 
expression as the Pagan teaching that men should act ^  
tuously as the vino produces grapes, asking nothing b°y° j  
tho power and opportunity to produce the proper fruit, 
as to gentleness, tho man who can believe that any ,nU(***̂ ¡¡3 
of human beings can live together without exhibiting * 
quality needs to carefully revise his conception of hu 
evolution.

Finally, tho conception of the early Christians as 
“ distinguished by a high moral purity ” is pure myth, 
only evidence on this head is the testimony of ̂ Chris 
themselves, and even they give evidence in a quite opp .g 
direction. None of the Pagan writers wero struck by ^  
superior moral purity, which, in an ago of alleged mora  ̂
ruption, should have stood out with challenging promio® jn 
It is significant, too, that all writers agroe— Mr. Hoo >  ̂
fact, citos from soveral to this effect—that towardstb°^ 
of the second century tho “ high moral purity ” beSa 
decline rapidly, and tho Christians were soon as ^a“ , a ,̂arn0 
Pagans. Afterwards, as all students are aware, they . ¡Dg 

In the fifth century tho morality of tho sÛ vltjja,t
representatives of Paganism was cortainly suporiorLi w u . f i  u u i 'b u i u i j r  d »a * » w * ------ a  f l j l

of tho average Christian. Now, the curious thing .ab0 oral 
this is that the only period during which superior 
excellence is claimed for Christians is that during 
little or nothing is known about thorn. So soon as  ̂
anything like definite historical information concerning j0 
wo find them indistinguishable, morally, from th0 jjjgtory 
around. When Christians emerge in tho light o ¡¡¡gp. 
their own writers never coaso lamenting their shortc 0 
In brief, the moral excellence of the early Christians ¡ft) 
myth—as mythical as Mr. Campbell’s early Christia^^ 
enthusiasm. Primitive Christianity was neitherr a m paganfl 
a social crusade, as such. It was, what many of tno 
said, a senseless superstition, lower in many rospo ^ aDy 
the last forms of tho Pagan religions, strengthening

knesS

Mr. F. J. Gould, seeing that “ one hundred heroes, other­
wise known as passive resisters,” had written an urgent 
letter to tho Prime Minister on the Education Bill—probably 
to stiffen his back against those wicked Churchmen—Mr. 
Gould, we say, wrote another letter to Mr. Asquith pointing 
out that “ Simple Biblo Teaching” is ‘ ‘ in effect as denomi-' 
national, that is, representative of specific sections of the 
religious public, as the Catholic or Anglican.” Mr. Gould 
did not break Mr. Asquith’s windows, or ring a muffin bell 
when he was reading Shakespeare, so the Prime Minister, 
through his secretary, only “ begged to acknowledge receipt 
of your letter.” But these things get into tho papers— 
some papers—and produce a certain effect nevertheless.

We commented recently on the manner in which history 
is written, or manufactured, to substantiate Christian claims

superstitions that might otherwise have diod out, an
lectual retrogression that paved tho way for 
and demoralisation of the after-centuries.

tho darl

Rev. D. Ballard tells the Wesleyan 
Church must bo modern as well as spin 
the lemon !

Conforcnco tbatJjth
itual. Sugar**

than
Mr. W. T. Stead’s friendship for the Czar is R^ffgaying 

his admiration of Tolstoy. But ho overdoes » . nnjanity 
that Tolstoy’s recent protest “ does the cause o 
harm.” How could it do that t
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

Sunday, August 9, Victoria Park, 6 p.m., Freethought Demon­
stration.

August 16, Freethought Demonstration, Regent’s Park; 23, 
Freethought Demonstration, Brockwell Park.

September G, 13, 20, 27, Queen’s (Minor) Hall.
October 4, Glasgow ; 11, Leicester ; 18, Manchester ; 25, Stanley 

Hall, London.

To Gorrespondents.

? P resident’ s H onorarium F und : Previously acknowledged 
Annual Subscriptions, £211 10s. 6d Received since.—J. F, 
Anst, 5s. ; Nottingham (4 months' sub.) £1; G. L. Alward 
*1 Is.

Herald Massey F und.— W. Mumby, 10s.
Tt —^he whole subject of the City churches is scandalous,
t shows wbat humbug Christianity is when such a state of 
hings is tolerated. It is more than enough to make J. C. cry 

What the deuce did I die for ? ’’
°hn Hunt.—We have looked through W. Wheaton’s pamphlet 

j  see nothing in it worthy of criticism.
V 0ST-—There are ever so many Freethinkers who never 
subscribe at all. The finances of the movement would much 
juiprove, as you say, if all did something. Glad to hear you 
Rve never missod a copy of the Freethinker for thirteen years, 
ur circulation is not what it ought to be, but few papers have 

p 80 mRny deeply attached readers, 
n P oi*tsmocth.— Pleased to have your very interesting and 
®n.couraging letter. Your friend is quite wrong as to there 
®lng no Freethinkers of the third generation. We know 

Penty, hut your friend might say "W ho are they?’ ’ if we 
entioned any of them, so wo refer to the Bradlaugh and 

Rgersoll families in disproof of his statement. Our own 
^  Rnnly doesn’t run to the third generation yet.

' Clarke.— Charles Bradlaugh’s works that are still in print
tQn *)e ordered from our office. We thank you for your efforts

promote our circulation, and are glad you like the Free- 
in*” . so much. But we fear you would have small success 
n frying to form a Society in Belfast at present. We advise 

to go on pushing this journal, etc., until the prospectyou
V

beijoonies more favorablo. 
j  p • Hall.—Many thanks for cuttings. 

jh'P" —If ought to have gone in this week, but we had to 
IT vi UP H'e prosont number early on account of the Bank 

jj j  day. Shall appear in our next.
t> .' —He may be worthy of respect personally, but we don’t

j  lnk he will do much good on those lines, 
p eardkn.—We hope the situation is not as bad as you believe, 

obably the talk about reviving the “ blasphemy ”  law is only 
aS intended to frighten.

OoU°nAM‘— '8 a"  Thanks. Sorry to hear you have
1) ivt been weH> Rnd hope you will soon be yourself again, 

j) M'p-—Ingorsoll’s collected works are only published in the 
'Vo u °n Edition in twelve handsome volumes at £5. Separate 

Ta* °f k'8 are published at our office.
p Secular Society, Limited, offloe is at 2 Newcastlo-street, 

Ta*J^Sdon-street, E.C.
ATI0IUl' Secular Society’s office is at 2 Newcastle-street, 

t.*Tj ngdon'8treet, E.C.
t0 J'iJ I°r the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed 

HR0Tn*6r ° ft8tl° -street, Farringdon-street, E.C.
N otices must reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-

*Qa8rt d  ̂^ .’ ®r8t p08t Taesday’ or ^ey W'H not be *
HiaTk- Wb° 80nd ns newspapers would enhance the favor by 

0Bt) kln8 the passages to which they wish us to call attention. 
l;a?R8 lor literature should be sent to the Freethonght Pub- 
,t *8  Company, Limited, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon- 

Pg8so8t’ H.C., and not to the Editor.
to ”Nb remitting for literature by stamps are specially requested 

Tug 8nd halfpenny itampi.
offic reethinkeir will be forwarded direot from the publishing 
108 efi’flpoat free, at tho following rates, prepaidO ne year, 

Scalj.’ ’ *lal* y®ar> 6a- 3dl • three months, 2s. 8d. 
ceejj0i A dvertisements : Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every suo 
4s, ten words, 6d. Diiplayed Advertiiementt:—One inch 
term, i ’ half column, £1 2s. 6d. ; column, £2 5s. Bpecia

* tor repetitions.

Sugar Plums.

*er tho°n  ̂ °*. ^ is  season’s Freethought Demonstrations, 
1 evonin a<J8P'C0H °f the N. S. S. Executive, takes place 
■boh ieii 'Afg- 9) at 6 o’clock in Victoria Park, at the 
akerg in_.Ur? Nation, near tho fountain. Tho list of 

ndes F. A. Davies, A. B. Moss, C. Cohen, i
of

and

G. W. Foote. East London “ saints ” should give this 
Demonstration all the publicity they can, and secure a record 
gathering.

In spite of the hot weather, the second of the new social 
gatherings organised by the N. S. S. Executive, which took 
place at Anderton’s hotel on Thursday evening, July 30, was 
quite successful. From 8 till 11 o’clock a large number of 
Freethinkers, including a gratifying proportion of ladies, 
conversed with each other, and occasionally listened to excel­
lent vocal or instrumental music. Instead of breaking up 
with “ God Save the King ” the party dispersed after “ Auld 
LaDg Syne.”

Mr. H. S. Wishart, who is “ missioning” under the auspices 
of the N. S. S. Executive, informs us that his lectures at 
Rochdale have stirred up the local bigots, and that they have 
succeeded, though by a narrow majority, in getting the 
Freethinker excluded from the Co-operative Society's reading 
room. A local man of God appears to have been the moving 
spirit in this wretched business. We hope the more tolerant 
and self-respecting members will speedily undo the miserable 
work of this person and his supporters.

Mr. Wishart also sends us press cuttings which show that 
the Salvation Army, failing to answer his criticisms, have 
roused the bigotry of the town against him. Disorderly 
scenes have been witnessed, and it is broadly hinted that 
the crowd would have dealt with Mr. Wishart in their own 
(Christian) fashion if he had not been protected by the 
police. It seems that this protection is not to be continued, 
and one of the local papers chuckles over the fact, and prac­
tically incites the mob to violence in the interest of “  religious 
susceptibilités.” We hope we need not say that Mr. Wishart 
will have every possible assistance from the N. S. S. head­
quarters in London.

According to the local Guardian, Mr. Joseph Bates, who 
was at first chased like a mad dog by the orthodox crowd, 
has at length been able to hold an orderly meeting at 
Boston. Ho tells us himself that the situation is improving. 
He has distributed a large number of “ specimen ” copies of 
tho Freethinker, and these have made some impression. 
Mr. Bates’s address is 3 Red Lion-street, Boston, where he 
will be glad to hear from district “ saints ” who can assist 
him in the work.

At Bolton and neighboring placos, a propaganda has been 
carried an for some timo by Mr. J. McClellan, of 1 Byron- 
street, who lectures and distributes literature. He gets a 
supply of “ specimen ” copies of the Freethinker and sells 
them at a penny each—which, he says, ensures their being 
read, and the proceeds are a little help to him in his work. 
He says he can dispose of nearly twelve dozen in this way 
weekly. People are asking when Mr. Foote is coming along. 
At Blackburn they are looking for a suitable hall. Of 
course, Mr. Foote will be happy to preach the gospel of 
Freethought thero or elsewhere.

The Liverpool Branch has its annual picnic on Sunday 
next fAug. 16). The party leaves Woodside Ferry at 2 p.m. 
for a drive to Thurstaston, whero they will address thom- 
solves to a knife-and fork tea. Tho price of tho tickets is 
2s. 6d. They aro obtainable of Mr. G. Iioleffs, 49 Whitefiold- 
road.

Mr. Moses Harman, being a free man again after his last 
term of imprisonment in America, tbo homo of liberty, etc., 
etc., has changed his weekly Lucijer into a monthly 
Eugenics, and shifted from Chicago to Los Angeles, probably 
on tho principle of “ the further West tho nearer freedom.” 
We are far from seeing eye to oyo with this brave old man 
in many things, but wo admire his courage, wo cheerfully 
admit his right to differ from us whenover and wherever wo 
differ from him, and wo repeat that his prosecution for 
“ obscenity ” bocauso of his ventilation of sox questions in 
perfectly chaste language iB an iufamous scandal which all 
tho boastful screaming of “ the Bird o’ Freedom ” will not 
prevent thinking people from remembering. We are glad to 
see that Mr. Bernard Shaw has sent Mr. Harman a cheque 
for twenty pounds with a characteristic letter. “  Your 
imprisonment,” Mr. Shaw says, “  was quite tho most 
monstrous achievement of the ‘ Nation of Villagers’ within 
recent years. Unfortunately, there is one subject on which 
Americans seem invincibly ignorant; and that one subject is 
America. They never know of anything that happens in 
their own country until an Englishman writes a book calling 
their attention to it. Nothing else can penetrate their 
chronic ecstasy of self-satisfaction in which they tolerate 
tho welter of official despotism and unofficial anarchy which
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so revolts foreigners who really know what happens in the 
United States of Arcadia.” The Keswick Convention.

The late Sir Randal Cremer, M.P., who founded and for 
so long sustained the International Arbitration League, had 
a Christian funeral, but that was not arranged by himself. 
As a matter of fact, he was well-known to be a Freethinker. 
Nearly all the pioneers are Freethinkers. We are glad to 
see that the League's Council, in its resolution on Cremer’s 
death, indulges in no pious verbiage. Here is the resolution 
in full:—

“  Realising the utter impossibility of expressing, in ade­
quate language, their sense of the loss which the cause of 
international goodwill and agreement has sustained by the 
death of William Randal Cremer, his colleagues on the 
Council of the League, which he founded and served with 
such whole-hearted devotion for so long a period, must 
content themselves with the bare record that he won for him­
self a world-wide reputation as a constructive peace advocate ; 
that in the House of Commons he achieved a substantial 
success on behalf of international arbitration ; that the Inter­
parliamentary Union— the greatest of the instruments of 
peace—was created by him ; and that to his pioneer work 
the agreements with France and the United States owe so 
much.

With little but an undying faith and an overmastering 
enthusiasm, William Randal Cremer has placed our day and 
generation under a lasting debt of gratitude by his labors for 
the triumph of reason over force, and the ultimate reign of 
peace and fraternity amongst the nations.”

This strikes the right note. _

We remember one of Bradlaugh's old St. James’s Hall 
meetings at which Cremer was one of the speakers, and we 
recollect his stating that he had circularised all the Noncon­
formist ministers of religion in the London area in favor of 
the peace movement, at the time when British guns were 
firing away in Egypt, and that only two (we think) of these 
apostles of the Prince of Peace returned an answer. All 
the Dissenting men of God but two quite silent! And 
Bradlaugh the Atheist held a peace meeting in Hyde Park 
and was nearly killed by the Jingoes I

SEERS AT SEA.
Agreeably to the law of supply and demand, prophets 

have in all times arisen to prophesy events, smooth nnd 
otherwise, at absurdly cheap rates, considering the value of 
their services. From the days of the Augurs, who could not 
look one another in tho face without laughing, down to those 
of the modern fortune-teller, who smiles in her dainty sleeve, 
an unbroken line of inspired personages has existed. The 
entire universe has been ransacked for information of coming 
events. The stars which glitter millions of miles afar have 
been considered as deeply interested in the career of Mrs. 
Jones, and the sediment at the bottom of a teacup has been 
full of portents for Miss Robinson. Comets have been im­
ported into our solar system by “ Our Heavenly Papa ”  for 
the purpose of warning us of approaching disaster, and 
insects are commissioned to prepare us for dissolution by 
“ tapping ” in the woodwork of houses. Dogs kindly ednsent 
to hold conversations with their friends in the “ wee small 
hours ” for the same purpose. This “ supernatural ” control, 
according to tho prophets, is to bo bribed. Savages have a 
business habit of keeping their “ rain doctors ” and prophets 
to their contracts. They are expected to bring rain when it 
is wanted, and if they do not the consequences are summary 
and unpleasant. But the clergy in civilised countries offer 
prayers for rain or fine weathor, without any attendant risks 
and dangers. The civilised dupos allow them to play their 
little game on the principle of “ Heads I win, tails you loso.” 
If the prayer is unavailing, they ignore the mistake ; if suc­
cessful, they put it to the credit of the Church and advertise 
it exceedingly. An amazing example is to be found in 
Baxter’s Forty Coming Wonders, which appeals to a more 
respectable audience than Old Moore and Zadkeil. For 
more than forty years this book has been before the public. 
Few prophets would find it easy to go on decade after decade, 
delivering a succession of prophecies foredoomed to failure. 
But the countrymen of “ General ” Booth are most greedily 
credulous. Baxter announced the ascension of 144,000 
Christiana without dying on March 5, 1896 ; and tho great 
Persecution from August to January, 1901. The battle of 
Armageddon was fixed for tho same year. The Second 
Advent of Christ was included in the time-table for April 11, 
1901, probably a misprint for the 1st, a more appropriate 
date. Savages prophesy one way, and the followers of 
Jesus another; but the nature of the act, and tho results, 
are very much the same.—M.

It  was with a sense of surprise, not unmixed with 
amusement, that I lately found myself travelling 
with a band of the pious to the Keswick “  Con­
vention.”  Needing a short holiday, I had started 
rather suddenly for a fortnight’s sojourn in Cumber­
land, and when I got into the train at Euston I was 
puzzled to account for the number of parsons that 
infested it— the station and the train positively 
swarmed with parsons, some starting themselves, 

j some seeing others start, but all alike wearing that 
look of com fortable prosperity which is so charac­
teristic in this country of the apostles of the suffer­
ing Christ. On inquiry, I learnt from a porter that 
it was the opening day of the Keswick Convention» 
and I realised that I, a heretic and Freethinker, had 
unwittingly walked into the habitations o f the godly» 
and was destined to spend a day, at any rate, m 
somewhat uncongenial com pany. M yself a pilgrim 
to the mountains, I had fallen among pilgrims of®  
very different s ch oo l; but I com forted myself with 
the thought that in seven hours I should be fro® 
again, and I recalled to mind that delightful double- 
edged text which assures us that “ one day in Thy 
courts is better than a thousand.”  Yes, that at lea0t 
is a scriptural saying which I have never felt the 
least inclination to disbelieve ! ,

So the train sped on its course, and I was interests 
to watch the faces and bearing of my fellow-traveller0 
— the smug, self-satisfied expression, which spoke o 
the soul at perfect peace with its God, and the entire 
assurance of manner which assumed that no one 
could have any other ob ject in going to Keswic 
than to worship at the shrine. Large, prosperous, 
bull-necked men of God walked the corridors to 
the luncheon-car and hustled for tea-trays at tn 
stations, living witnesses of the creed that it * 
much more blessed (where tea-trays are concerne ) 
to receive than to give.

“  But you will attend some o f the meetings, I P?® 
sume ?”  said a religious journalist who sat oppo01 
to me, and who was concerned to hear that my 
business was of so pagan a nature as mere com 
munion with the hills and clouds and stream • 
“  May I hand you this syllabus of the Conventm 
for 1908?”  I thanked him, and was glad of t  ̂
opportunity to discover what, indeed, had set 
wondering not a little— why so many pious t° 
should be thus hurrying to a small market-town 
the Lake district, when there are such amp 
facilities for prayer and praise nearer home. . , ,» 

“  Dear friends and fellow-servants o f Jesus Chrm ^ 
began the preface to the booklet, “  we send y0*3. ‘ 
invitation to attend tho thirty-fourth Convent! 
The Church of Christ lies under a great reproa ^  
It professes so much, it seems to accom pli8*3 
little. It claims to make saints, yet its mem > 
are, in too many cases, indistinguishable from 
world.”  jj g

Glancing round at the roverend gentlemen  ̂
had booked seats for Keswick, one certainly c 
not deny that worldliness, rather than saintli j 
was the salient feature of their countenances, a gg0 
looked with renewed interest at the syllabus ~°^0g 
what rem edy was suggested for this disapp0113

ta°t- i. wiP®d“  This reproach,” it continued, “  must be 
away. The shame of our failure falls upon 
Lord.......What the Lord has done for others i ̂

blessing is not lightly won. There must be ^
00

past He is ready to do for us to-day. So grf
There must

hearted surrender, whole-hearted faith. y  6 
com e in the spirit o f prayer and expectation, 
will not disappoint us if we com e aright.”  to

But here tho logio of the writers seemed to ^ d  
be at fa u lt ; for if thirty-three Conventions ^  
already been hold, with no better result t ^  
leave the worshipers “ indistinguishable 3r° oaCb,'' 
world ”  and their Church “  under a great rep ^ ¡r t y  
how in reason could it be expected that tho g. 
fourth Convention would succeed where 1
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ecessors had failed ? The failures in the past 
„ â ’ °i course, have been due to the lack of 

whole-hearted surrender,” but then, for the life of 
e’ I 00nld see D0 sign of “ whole-hearted Bur­

ner ’ in the parsons around— unless, perhaps, to 
sort of “ good living ”  other than that to which the 

yllabu8 referred.
Arrived at Keswick, I soon established myself in 
y cottage lodging, on the slope of a neighboring 

1 side, well out of sight and ear-shot of the psalm- 
^lugings and the intercessions. The little town for 

whole week was a pandemonium of “ religious
ofTh1868’" an  ̂ raveE8 an<i i i>ad ho‘y placeslhe mountains to ourselves, while the prayer and 
P aise went on in the sweltering plain below. 

Qring the greater part of the time the weather 
?.s Perfect; a spell of brilliant summer sunshine, 
1 a a rapture of glory on the hills, and not a soul 
88 out on the hills to witness it but myself. In the 

of*Kr °f my enjoyment of that wonderful sanctitude 
■Nature I could not but think with sadness of the 

in , Dâ  foolishness, and waste of human energy, 
v°jVe(i in a “  Convention ” such as that which 

Ooh^ kr*nfjs its crowds of votaries to Keswick, for 
better purpose than to shout or sing in company 

. has already been sung or shouted millions upon 
r ! *l0ns of times with no benefit whatsoever, but 
re 6r untold loss to human dignity and self-
be8̂ 80̂ ' ^ ere a world where so much needs to 
¡g one to lessen in some degree the awful sum of 
add°ran>Ce aD<̂  suffering; but instead of sanely 

rising themselves to a calm, deliberate, and 
ex lonai removal of social wrongs, these pious people 
f0orQK thoughts and powers in a frenzy of
the'8a which, as they themselves admit, leaves 
Uj ^  fibite undistinguished from other folk, while it 
Wo vLnece88arily subtract very largely from the 
ev d 8 available amount of serious endeavor. Apart 

0 r̂orn bbe wrong done to intellectual truth, the 
tQeer waste of time in these religious practices is, to 
8a ’ a most afflicting spectacle—the sight of thou- 
0j . 8 of men and women neglecting the higher aims 
exi lfe *n order to call and cry to a God who, if he did 
’b<fi ’ w°.u^  as8uredly feel the most lively wrath and 

'guation at their childish importunities. g

scripts, and artistic missals. He drew in at every 
pore the lore of literature, and splendid use he made 
of his intimate knowledge. To-day he is the greatest 
living writer of French, a magnificent scholar, a 
student of the byeways of knowledge, psychologist, 
publicist, humorist, and wit. When, by a natural 
fitness of things, he became librarian at the Senate, 
the environment was suitable for changing the young 
bookworm into a delightful writer. M. France was 
never a hustler. He was near forty years of age 
when his first notable work in fiction, Le Creme de 
Sylvestre Bonnard, was published. This was a 
triumph indeed. It was crowned by the Academy, 
and M. France had taken the tide at the flood which 
was to lead him on to fortune. In 1889, he issued 
his incomparable collection of stories, L'Etui de 
Nacre, a book which filled his rivals’ breasts with 
joy for its workmanship and despair at their own 
ineptitude. Masterpiece then followed masterpiece 
until to-day we are all reading M. France’s latest 
work, La Vie de Jeanne d'Arc. He has all Thackeray’s 
love for digression, but, unlike the great English 
author, he does not look on life from a club window. 
This amiable weakness gives a panoramic quality to 
his novels. He will even put charming little essays 
into the mouth of a character at a dinner party. 
There is a conversational essay on Napoleon, delivered 
by one of M. France’s puppets, which makes one cry 
for more. And there are other interludes dealing 
with Architecture, Paganism, and Christianity, the 
ferment of the great Revolution, which are pages of 
unadulterated delight.

M. France is not only a great and distinguished 
writer with a European reputation; he is also a 
brave soldier in the Army of Liberty. When Zola’s 
call to arms, which heralded the Dreyfus struggle, 
rang through Europe, Anatole France was one of the 
earliest to respond, and to fling himeelf with his 
good sword into the midst of the fray. This, after 
all, is the thing that matters. To us Freethinkers, 
M. France does not appeal primarily as a brilliant 
writer. His fundamental claim to our attention 
consists in his noble effort towards the destruction 
of false ideals and of the illusions that beset the 
mind of man. , ,

Anatole France.
M. a *
liy’i^ ^ A T O L E  FRANCE, the most distinguished of 

French writers, is an essential product of 
£eaera France, in spite of his cosmopolitan culture.

n ^ePre8entative of the Freethought tradition in 
^oli ^ erat ure- His forerunners are Rabelais, 
t]ril re> aod Voltaire ; his immediate predecessor is 
of  ̂ 8t Renan. And, like Renan, his books are full 
0ver(j 8Plencff<l irony. The note of irony is never 
y°Ur 0lie’ " notl f° r80t to put some vinegar on 
a Wrifa*a<̂ ’”  8a*̂  Count Mouravieff, when cautioning 

er against excessive panegyric. “  Never forgetto PutWbi0L" 8o» o  sugar in your vinegar ” is a maxim of 
jo8i "I. France stands in no need of reminder. No 

r 0r more significant characterisation of this 
a,U<j r Can be made than that he is a penetrating 
typj CQte oritio of contemporary civilisation. He is 
tiCj al -0i ^ is  centnry» with its intellectual scep- 
felg t̂)’ ^ 8 Pr0found social and religious unrest. The 
WhiCk °Ss thinking, the largo perception of humor, 
’With fv^atl?P Anatole France are interpenetrated 
Ce0 t 00 ironic consciousness of the twentieth 
strojj In the limning of character, the mordant 
a Carn °\v ^ erome< shaded by the light pencil of 
8atirjc 11 ^  Ache, pronounce him to bo a realist of 

is a Y°1rf*Jrâ ur0, If ho is a Voltaire dc nos jours, 
°f a Re 0 tairo into whom has passed the geniality 
Wre ? an> It is a mellowed and transformed Vol- 
a W ide the Physiqoe of a Falstaff, looking upon 

thnf an  ̂a naerrier world with the same laughing 
Anatoi ^  know so well.

ahd . 0 France was born in a bookseller’s shop, 
8l) ^ o  most impressionable years of his life 

rounded by old folios, illuminated manu-

Crucify Him.

It is an almost universally admitted fact that 
through the long line of human history every 
reformer has been met with the cry given in the 
caption of this article.

“ Crucify him.”
This has been the answer of orthodoxy to all who 

have dared to oppose it, even as the Scribes and 
Pharisees of Palestine are said to have urged it 
against the Jewish Carpenter. Assuming, for the 
mere sake of argument, that the events related in 
the four Gospels are true as far as they concern the 
life of its central figure, it will be conceded that the 
preservers of the ancient Jewish faith, unwilling to 
admit of any change therein or departure therefrom, 
fearful of the march of human progress, actually 
connived at the death of the Jewish reformer and 
were loudest in their cries of “ crucify him.” Modern 
clergymen are splendid imitators of that ancient 
priesthood, for with every suggested change in the 
existing order of things they cry out in alarm and 
insist that the authorities shall immediately cruoify 
the one who suggests or instigates it.

Let it be said of a man that he is an infidel; that 
he is not prepared to swallow every draught pre­
scribed for him by the preachers; that he does not 
acoept as true all that is found between the lids of 
the orthodox Bible, and the Church ministry, instead 
of trying to convince him by kindly arguments that 
he might be in error, at once begin a bitter war of 
denunciation and misrepresentation. They open 
the sluice-gates of their vindictive and malicious 
hatred and deluge that man with a torrent of Chris­
tian calumny. The infidel may be honest, sincere,



508 THE FREETHINKER August 9, 1998

bravo, and charitable, but he commits crime, in the 
eyes of the clergy, the moment he denies or ques­
tions their authority, and with them it is made the 
one sin of all sins, more offensive than the one 
spoken of as being against the Holy Ghost. His 
fault, if fault it be, lies in the fact that he has called 
in question the legitimacy of the preacher’s busi­
ness, and he may expect no mercy, not even simple 
justice, at their hands.

Religion may be capable of many things, but it 
never made a truly pious man liberal in views and 
charitable in sentiment. The more piety the harder 
the heart.

The same thing is equally true in politics. The 
plutocrat dreads the reformer and the reformer must 
struggle under the most adverse circumstances 
created through and by the plutocrat. Once let a 
man depart from the political shibboleths of the day 
and set or run with a new party and the adherents 
of the old faith immediately seek to “  crucify him ” 
upon the altar of political iniquity. Whether in 
politics or religion the feeling is the same, and the 
man who embarks upon the self-appointed mission 
to bring about or induce a change, realises before he 
makes the start that he has got to face the monster 
of custom and stand-still advocates. If an infidel 
aspires to public office the place hunters will strive 
to crucify him with the cry of “ anti-Christ” or 
“ infidel.” If he starts up in business they will try 
to work a systematic boycott upon him by bush­
whacking. If he prints a book or paper the public 
is warned not to read it, lest, perhaps, they happen 
to learn something.

Crucify him.
It is the only argument of faith against fact. It 

is the only weapon in the hands of fools who are 
unable to combat successfully against the growing 
intelligence of the people.

Crucify him.
The end and the triumph of all Christian argu­

ment.—Blue Grass Blade (Lexington, Kentucky).

The Work Must Go On.

Thebe are men who go ahead of their time with­
out pausing to think whether they are ahead or 
behind.

There are others w ho'get ahead of their time 
consciously and sit down to rest under the delusion 
that the whole world has arrived.

Thomas Paine was one of the first kind. More 
than one hundred years ago he uttered truths which 
only the few are acknowledging to-day.

And the second kind, because they agree with 
Paine, and observe that a small number keep them 
company, are saying that it is no longer necessary to 
circulate what Paine wrote; that the day of pole­
mical critioism of the Bible and the Christian faith 
is past; that in the present enlightened era every­
body accepts Paine’s conclusions as correct, and that 
the destructive critics may now turn their attention 
to something else.

These are the most dangerous advisers that Free­
thinkers can consult.

If they think that orthodoxy is dead, let them try 
to get an expression to that effect from any of the 
leaders of public opinion. Passing by the ministers, 
let them apply to the editors of their favorite news­
papers for a public verification of the statement that 
the old faith is no longer held. Then question the 
President of the Republic, the vice-president, the 
senators, the representatives, national and State, or 
even the candidates for these offices. Inquire whether 
they believe in the Bible, in the creation story, in the 
divinity of Jesus, in the miracles.

The result would be disappointing to the optimists 
who have taken so much for granted. They would 
not find one in a hundred who would even admit his 
disbelief that the narrative of Adam and Eve is 
historical. The most of them would declare that 
they still find both religious and historical truth in

the story of Jonah and the whale. Any of them 
could be got to deliver an orthodox discourse befot® 
a Young Men’s Christian Association, and to 
that the Scriptures are the depository of all trut 
worth having, and that the Church holds the key ®y 
divine appointment. ,

As a matter of fact, modern thought has n° 
touched the mass of the people or the men fr°® 
whom they take their opinions. Unbelief is n 
recognised at all except for the purpose of 
pudiating it. The trust of the unreflecting 1111' 
lions in the Bible is implicit. They do not kno 
what it says, but they believe it. . „

There are to-day all the possibilities for a relig100 
crusade, for the persecution of unbelievers, that ba 
existed at any time in history. The masses are an 
informed and bigoted, the leaders hypocritical an 
self-seeking. This is not an age of Rationalism. _ 
is an age of credulity, and credulity is always i® 
tolerant. People believe in fakes and frauds becau 
their minds are infirm, and they resent investigatj 
and criticism as a cripple resents having attenti 
called to his deformity. We have the facts, bat 
have not the ear of the multitude. With tb®̂  
added knowledge, with their advanced Posli! J 
Freethinkers have as much work to do now as to j 
ever had, and as their knowledge broadens they 
not likely to be out of employment for centuries 
come.—Truthseeker (New York).

THE BEGINNING OF THE END. ^
Huxley has told us that, when he was young, ge0*°p 0f 

and biologists could not follow to the end any Pat 
inquiry without finding the way blocked by Noah s s 
or by the first chapter of Genesis. It was, then, a ser , 
matter for a man to be suspected of doubting the h 
truth of the talking snake in the fabled Garden of . ,
At the prosent time it is difficult to persuade scienti ^  
worry themselves in any way with Adam and his “ rl 
Noah and his floating menagerie. They look at yon WlteBd 
smile, and say they have more important matters to a 
to than the legends of the ancient Hebrews. O*1® c sjg 
quence among many of this unquestioning belief in Go 0 
is worth remembering. Sir James Simpson, with 
name the use of chloroform will always be associate , n 
an enormous amount of prejudice to overcome before W f̂l 
in childbirth were allowed the use of anaesthetics. ,jy 
clergy, whose intelligonco never permits them inteing ^3 
to follow the course of science, alleged that medical I®0 flDiy 
no right to interfere with a curse laid by our “ H° -,-ence 
Father ” upon all women becauso of the trivial 9>s0“e aIjd 
of “ our general mother ’ ’ in Eden. The legend of Ad a gterU 
Eve has been productive of enormous evil. But the . re<f 
mind is gradually freoing itself from the trammels of jje, 
Old Clothes. Adam and his “  rib ”  wife, tho talking ^  0pt 
and tho Jehovah of tho Jews, are at last being dr,v 9 
from the Garden of Eden, not by a fablod angel  ̂ ^ ojB 
flaming sword, but by Charles Darwin, with that fa j 0pes 
potent weapon, a steel pen. Tho clorgy and their 
alone fail to recognise this—

“  In religion,
What damned error, but some sober brow 
Will bless it, and approve it with a text.

DESIGN. gjy
Is it possible to see “  design ” in tho fact that ® ge9 

animal lives upon some other—that every drop of '  tbe 
is a battlcfiold whero tho strong drown the woak? * Jfi
precipice of cruelty rolls a perpetual Niagara cf “ 0 oPle ®
thero “ design ” in this? Why should a good God P^_ftpa
world with men capable of burning their fellow-w® o0d 
capable of burning tho greatest and best ? Why J°c3. w®9
God permit these things? It is said of Christ tha êcB,\iS0 
infinitely kind and generous, infinitely mercifuk pla? 
when on earth he cured tho sick, the lamo and " inff'ag flu“ 
he not as much power now as he had then ? If uo  ̂ to 
is the God of all worlds, why does he not now Q'i0tToifl ^  
tho widow her son ? Why does he withhold poii®f
eyes of the blind ? And why does one who had ^  j je foj
miraculously to feed thousands, allow millions t0 pgr 
want of food ? Did Christ only have pity when he ^ tb®* 
human ? Are we indebted for his kindness to the êe0 
clothed his spirit ? Whero is ho now ? Whore has /¡ers0̂ ' 
through all tho centurios of slavery and crimo ?
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The World of Books.

)e August number of the Positivist Review opens with 
£ e^cellent article on “ Comte and Carlyle,” by the late 
be f ?• ®ridges. Mr. Frederick Ryan, whose name will
i , atD1*iar to some of our older readers, contributes an 

eresting article on “ Michael Davitt.” He has great
b_ ini,ra*'on Davitt, both as a man and as an Irish patriot, 
probl re r̂e*s Davitt did not think out the religious 
bo ] ■ * ’ *k°ugh “ there are reasons for believing that had 
th ' 1V> w°uld have ended in a vague humanitarian 
eithSm’-' arl  ̂ “ Michael Davitt could not play the bigot 
fhe re^8'on or *n anything else.” Mr. S. H. Swinny, 
Pa ,- ’ ôr, writes very suggestively on “ Government, 
Nrmlamen*'’ and Country.” His strong observations on the 
prefC°n*’0rrU'S*is and Education Bills, for which the 
due S '  ®overnmellf >s becoming quite famous, are repro- 
Pred -ln ano*’f‘er Part °f this week’s Freethinker. Mr 
The R1C- ^ arr‘son reviews Mr. Bonn’s Modern England. 
that '^ditoria.l Paragraphs contain some sensible criticism of 

extraordinary measure the Daylight Saving Bill.
* * *

jSpirti, Matter, and Morals is the title of a little volume 
U Dimsdalo Stocker, published by A. Owen & Co. (Is.). 

„ comprises three essays on “ Spiritualism and Ethics,” 
g ,a‘ er*alism and Ethics,” and “ Rational Ethicism.” The 
dis" -essay criticises the pretensions of Spiritualism, and 
bei?*I!,ses them as ridiculous. The messages which mediums 
“ srP-l °r Pret(md that they receive from dead people in the 
“ Wh , f orld ” are declared to be of no value whatever. 
0f ®?i” the author asks, “ has Spiritualism been the means 

a ’8btening mankind upon any problem of serious mo- 
disc ? °r w^en fias ft contributed to any important scientific 
Pot T * *   ̂" ft seems pretty certain that Mr. Stocker does 
oXdj. Itself believe in a future life, but he does not say so 
sPhpl01"fy* He does, however, deny its necessity in the
ii f0 °f ethics. “ To be on the side of virtue,” he says,
apfi aVe castin one’s lot with righteousness and truth, duty 
•P thC°Urâ 0’ f’*1'8 't f8 to have tasted immortality whilst yet 
Plea  ̂ No doubt this is perfectly true, in a certain
bfcliV *n” ,°f the words; but it iB useless to expect that 
bev ®rs fQ the orthodox doctrine of conscious personal life 
aion ^.e 8rave will be caught by such ambiguous expres- 
tb ' Living one’s self after death, and living indirectly 
"itn a 0ne’8 posterity or ono’s species, may both be called 
g^hjortality’’ ' f”1* obviously they have nothing in common

Pt the more abstract idea of continuance.
* . *

In *Pbih, *bo second essay Mr. Stocker appears to accept tho 
6isestlPby Tyndall’s famous Belfast address. He empha- 
tfhe» ■ r̂eat scientist’s question, “ Divorced from matter,
" pja,e 18 life ? " He alleges that tho two antithetical terms 
s°urpt0r” and “ spirit” have “ proved the most prolific 
bodv? oonfusion and superstition.” Ho advises every- 
*Past C| rea,d Haeckel’s Biddle o f the Universe, that “ most 
to â r y exposition of scientific monism.” Yet ho procoods 
teCei r'u that “ Neither God, creation, nor immortality need 
Sntpj..6 Pejoction at our hands." Our readers will not be 
ieljoj8 . ’ after this, to hoar that Mr. Stocker is an “ ethical 
" etfQ0?118*'-” In tho third essay ho protests against the 
cutt e°U8 impression which appears to have obtained 
“ Qoth-Cy among the more unthinking ” that Ethicism is 
atteto ^ut a diluted species of free-thought—a kind of 
Witjj I14 .to establish secularism upon a respectable footing, 
ConCB Ylew to consulting tho susceptibilities of those whoso 
in j. 88lQns to good taste have forbidden them from following 
^°ote°’’ f°°t8teps of tho late Charles Bradlaugh and Mr. 
petj ’ This rather clumsy sentouco, which suggests moro 
bat w blian Mr. Stocker really meant to convey, is one 

Sra,j] 0 Hball not quarrel with ; for classing us with Charles 
Mr, is an honor that overbalances tho implied censure,
thing °?ber pays tho inevitable penalty of this kind of 
OftUg8:. goes on to talk of Freethinkers (Rationalists, he 
vidUal letu) as too often posing before the world as “ indi- 

8 ^10 Upadgrind typo, from whom every vestige of
bfto\v i? -aud imagination have departed.” Mr. Stocker must 

18 to bo untrue if ho has read (say) the Freethinker 
tak > fading Freethought lecturers. The fact is, 

W *  bbat ho strikes the common Ethicist attitude of 
bonnCe? p Vor with the orthodox by affecting to despise pro- 
h»isi6 * POethinkers ; and in doing this he is bound to 

For they are really not despised by 
absurq ¿1 ’ ^ oy  are rather envied. Nothing could‘be more 
lor latl to call men who forego all the world’s prizes 
^ftlotio 1 0f Principle “ Gradgrinds,” unimaginative, and 
u^ginat'1111 courso there is emotion—and emotion;
. attej (.eloa" aod imagination. Sentimentalists too often 
ltQaginat'enaSelvos tljat they are the pooplo of emotion and 

10n' But they aro not. They shrink into their

natural nothingness when a big, strong, sincere man stands 
forth to meet a great situation. Bradlaugh, for instance, 
told the House of Commons when he addressed them at the 
bar—“ My constituents may dismiss me, but you never shall. 
The grave alone shall make me yield.” Few words, but 
high, noble, and pregnant; the words of a great potent 
nature, dilating in the storm and absolute master of all 
its resources in the midst of danger. Unimaginative and 
unemotional, forsooth 1 Why, there is more true imagina­
tion and emotion in those sixteen words of Bradlaugh’s 
than in all the lectures and all the essays of all the Ethicists 
on earth. Shakespeare himself might have thrilled to hear

Mr. Stocker does not quite recover himself. He is unsatis­
factory through all the rest of that third essay. He con­
cludes with a sentence which is Theistic or nothing. Yet at 
bottom we feel that he is no f a Theist. We therefore close 
with this suggestion. Let him purge his little book of foolish 
and insincere reflections on Freethinkers (or Rationalists), 
let him address his readers frankly instead of beating about 
the bush, and thus render it really worth perusing. For he 
has evidently read and thought, and his sentences on the 
role of “ death ” in the drama of superstition (in his first 
essay) show that he might easily reach and keep to the root 
of the whole matter.

Correspondence.

HELPING THE “  FREETHINKER.”
TO THE EDITOR OF “  THE FREETHINKER.”

S ir ,—I  have the pleasure of informing you that Messrs. 
Wyman & Sons have decided to make the Freethinker a free 
paper—i.e., on sale or return ; and in a week or two, when 
the present stock of order-sheets are used up, the asterisk 
(non-returnable mark) will be taken off the weekly order- 
sheets.

As Messrs. Wyman & Sons control all the bookstalls of 
the Great Western Railway, the London and North-Western, 
and North London, Baker-street, and Waterloo Railways, 
besides the thousands of newsagents they supply all over 
the country, it is easy to see what a far-reaching result this 
will have upon our circulation if the members of our party 
will now make a united effort.

I trust, therefore, that every reader of the Freethinker 
will—1st, order an extra copy weekly (I have doubled my 
order); 2nd, order, if possible, through Wyman & Sons, at 
tho bookstalls or the agents they supply ; 8rd, where out of 
reach of Wyman & Sons, urge the newsagents to take the 
matter up with their wholesalers—say W. H. Smith & Sons, 
Horace Marshall & Sons, etc.; tell them plainly if they won't 
supply it on free sale Wyman's will, and that unless they do 
it Wyman’s will havo all their orders for everything; 4th, let 
mo urge it upon all our members to give, not only the Free­
thinker order to Wyman’s, but all the trade they can, and so 
encourage Messrs. Wyman for the load they have given.

A thoroughly united effort now will completely break 
the barrier, and the trade boycott will bo a thing of tho past. 
To use a well-known phrase, " The flowing tide is with us." 
Let us see to it that wo make it flow on to a full and high
*dd°- J. O. Bates, Newsagent.Hasolscote, Gloucester.

“ SIN ” AND SENSE.
Tho Aryan nature as wo havo noted it in India and in 

Greece is not easily mado to think darkly about sin. The 
emphasis which Christianity has given to this so-called 
“ fundamental ” is being gradually thrown from us. We aró 
not becoming loss moral, but simply asserting in higher 
terms the old Aryan healthymindedness which looks upon 
prudery and emphasis of tho failings of human nature as 
much a sin as that which it condemns. Tho fact is that 
those who have never been in bondage to tho sin notions of 
Medievalism havo for many years “ laughed at a fall ” in 
order to “ get up and begin again.” And when we think of 
the thousands who aro kept in tho bondago of old bygone 
forms and boliefs in our churches, when we remember that 
tho great stay of orthodoxy is its unnatural view of sin, we 
must long moro than ever for the day when the rising world 
shall realise that tho things we leave behind us are not to 
bo cursed, but kept in their place. Sin is a return to the 
first steps of the ladder, and it should be the aim of all the 
teachers of men to direct the attention of their fellows to 
the rungs above far moro than to the steps below.—E. 4 . 
Bumball, “  Open Court," July.
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SU N DAY LECTURE NOTICES, etc.

Notices of Lectures, eto., must reach us by first post on Tuesday 
and be marked “  Lecture Notice,” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
Outdoor.

B ethnal G reen B ranch N. S. S. : Victoria Park (near the 
Fountain), 3.15, F. A. Davies; 6.15, Freethought Demonstra­
tion—Speakers : Messrs. Foote, Cohen, Davies, and others.

Camberwell B ranch N. S. S.: Station-road, 11.30, W. J. 
Ramsey. Brockwell Park, 3.15 and 6.15, W. J. Ramsey, 
“ Charles Bradlaugh as I.Knew Him.”

K ingsland B ranch N. S. S .: Ridley-road, 11.30, a Lecture. 
N orth L ondon B ranch N. S. S .: Parliament Hill, 3.30, F. 

Vickers, a Lecture.
W est H am B ranch N. S. S .: Outside Maryland Point Station, 

Stratford, 7, R. Rosetti, “  The Pagan Origin of Christianity." 
W est London B ranch N. S. 8. : Hyde Park (near Marble Arch),

11.30, a Lecture.
W oolwich B ranch N. S. S .: Beresford-square, 11.30, a Lecture. 

COUNTRY.
E dinburgh B ranch N. S. S. (Rationalists’ Club, 12 Hill-square): 

Thursdays, at 8.15, Discussion Class.
O utdoor.

B lackburn : Mr. McClellan, a Lecture.
B oston : Bargate Green (near the Cannons), 2.30, Joseph 

Bates, “ Death 1”
E dinburgh B ranch N. S. S. : The Meadows, 2.30, a Lecture ; 

The Mound, 6.30, a Lecture.
L eeds : Town Hall Square, Friday, August 7, at 7.30, Auberon 

H. Fisher, “ Science and the Bible.”
W igan : Market Steps, Wednesday, August 12, Mr. McClellan, 

a Lecture.
H. S. W ishart’ s L ectures.

L iverpool (corner of Shiel-road and Boaler-street) : Sunday, 
August 9, at 3, “ Woman Cursed by Christianity 7, “  Christism 
and Slavery.”

B olton: Monday, August 10, Town Hall Square, at 7.30, 
“  Woman and Christianity.”

L eigh : Tuesday, August 11, at 7.30, Preliminary Visit. 
R ocbdalk : Wednesday, August 12, Town Hall Square, at 7.30, 

“ Christism the Curse of Woman.”  Thursday, august 13, at
7.30, ”  How Christianity Didn’t Free the Slaves.”

TRUE MORALITY:
Of, The Theory and Practice of Neo-Malthusianism,

18, I BELIEVE,

THE BEST BOOK
ON t h is  b u b jio t .

Superfine Large-paper Edition, 176 pagei, with Portrait and Auto­
graph, bound in cloth, gilt-lettered, poet free It. a copy.

In order that it may have a large circulation, and to bring it 
within the reach of the poor, I have issued

A POPULAR EDITION IN PAPER COVERS.
A copy of this edition post free for 2d. A dozen copies, for dis­

tribution, post free for one shilling.
The 1/ational Reformer of September 4 , 1892, says: " Mr.

Holmes's pamphlet...... is an almost unexceptional statement
of the Neo-Malthusianism theory and praotice...... and through
out appeals to moral feeling......The speoial value of Mr.
Holmes's service to the Neo-Malthusian oause and to human 
well-being generally is just his combination in his pamphlet 
of a plain statement of the physioal and moral need for family 
limitation, with a plain acoount of the means by which it can bt 
secared, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the 
lowest possible prioes.”

The Counoil of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. 
Allbutt, and otherB, have also spoken of it in very high torms. 

Orderi should be sent to the author,
J. R. HOLMES, EAST HANNEY, WANTAGE.

TWO SECULAR BURIAL SERVICES. By
Annie Besant and Austin Holyoake. Large type, good 

paper. Price by post l$d., from the N. S. 8. Secretary, 2 New- 
castle-street, E.C.

H. S. W ISH AR T, Freethought Advocate,
Lectures, Debates, or Missions on behalf of Mental 

Freedom and Social Happiness.
For dates, etc., write.—22 Sandhurst-avenue, Harehill, Leeds.

THE NATURAL GENESIS, by Gerald Massey;
2 vols., imp. 8vo. ; London, 1883 ; Williams & Norgate. 

Good condition. Price 15s.—Secretary N. 8 . 8 ., 2 Newcastle- 
street, Farringdon-steeet, E.C.

A N E W  (THE THIRD) EDITION
OF

FROM FICTION TO FACT.
By F. BONTE.

(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)

REVISED AND ENLARGED. 
SHOULD BE SCATTERED B R O A D C A ST .

SIXTY-FOUR PAGES.
P R I C E  O N E  P E NNY .

f F C*T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, o-

THE

MARTYRDOM OF HYPATIA;
OR, THE

DEATH OF THE CLASSICAL WORLD-

An Address delivered at Chicago by
M. M. M Ä N G  A S A R I A N .

Will be forwarded, post free, for

THREE HALFPENCE.
T he P ioneer Press. 2 Newcaetle-street, Farringdon-street Fj.O-

PAMPHLETS by C. COHEN.
Foreign Missions, their Dangers and 

Delusions ...
Full of facts and figures.

An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics •••
Principles of ethics, based on the doctrine of Evolution.

Evolution and Christianity ... 
Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity 
Christianity and Social Ethics 
Pain and Providence ...

9d-

6d-

2d-
Id-
Id-
id-

T he Pioneer P ress, 2 Newcastlo-strcet, Farringdon-street: E-C-

DEFENCE OF FREE s p e e c h

BY

G. W. FOOTE,

Being a Three Hours' Address to the Jury before the 
Chief Justice of England, in answer to an Indictmen 

for Blasphemy, on April 24, 1883.
With Special Preface and many Footnote*.

Price FOURPENCE. Post free F I V E P E ^

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Nowcastle-street, Farringdon-s

MAN, with knowledge of Goneral Eng jn
seeks Situation as Caretaker or Place of Je^ent re^ ,  

capacity ; willing to give security ; sixteen years tj,inker' 
ence ; married ; thirty-one years old ; one child ; r g  ¿¡.
W. B., c/o The Secretary N. 8. 8., 2 Newcastle-streei,
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T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y ,
LIMITED)

Company Limited by Guarantee, 
tit ¡littered 0$ see—3 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, B.C. 

Ohairman of Board of Director»—Mx. G. W. FOOTE, 
Secretary—B. M, VANCE (Miss).

, 8 8oole»y wse formed In 1898 «0 afford legal security to the 
TV, M°n ancl application of fnndB for Secular purposes.

Q|,. 6 I“ etuorandum of Association sets forth that the Society’s 
aho m8v,8re :— '̂0 Promote 'l*6 principle that human conduct 
oatn i '8 !3asê  upon natural knowledge, and not upon super- 
0nd f belief, an<l that human welfare in this world is the proper 
j  01 *11 thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry.

P^uaote universal Seoular Education. To promote the oom- 
lawf8 .0e0ularI08Uon the State, eto., eto. And to do all suoh 
hold aa are conducive to suoh objects. Also to have,
or h' r®oe*V0> and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised, 
ik .^ ^ h e d  by any person, and to employ the same for any of 
‘h0P«Poses of the Society.
sjj l® lability of members is limited to 41, in case the Sooiety 
Hahns 0Ver l56 w°und up and the assets were insufficient to cover 

uities—a most unlikely oontingenoy. 
v ,®hers pay an entranoe fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent 

atly subscription of five shillings, 
i 1110 Sooiety haB a considerable number of members, but a muob 

*8er number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be 
SMned amongst those who read this announcement. All who join 
it Participate in the oontrol of its business and the trusteeship oi 
ti '®8°uroes. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa­
te Jhat no member, as snob, shall derive any sort of profit from 

«O0‘ety, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in 
7 Way whatever.

DlrecW°Q‘6ty'0 ,affaira. are managed by an eleoted Board of 
twel '0i8’ oon0Isting of not less than five and not more than 

70 members, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) each year,

but are oapable of re-election. An Annual General Meeting of 
members must be hold in London, to reoeive the Report, elect 
new Directors, and transact any other business that may arise.

Being a duly registered body, the Seoular Society, Limited, 
can reoeive donations and bequests with absolute security. 
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to make 
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favor in their 
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension. 
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The exeoutors 
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary course of 
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in 
oonneotion with any of the wills by which the Society hBS 
already been benefited.

The Society's solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Baitoock 23 
Rood-lane, Fencburoh-street, London, E.O.

A Form o/ Befuett.—The following is a sufficient form of 
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators :—111 give and
" bequeath to the Secular Sooiety, Limited, the Bum of £-----
“ free from Legaoy Duty, and I direct that a receipt signed by 
"two members of the Board of the said Sooiety and the Secretary 
" thereof Bhall be a good discharge to my Executors for tht 
" said Legacy.”

Friends of the Sooiety who have remembered it in their wills, 
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary cf 
the faot, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will 
(if deBired) treat it as strictly confidential. ThiB is not neoessary, 
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, and 
their contents have to be established by competent testimony.

IN- 
and 

6d. ;

WORKS
«EISM AND MORALITY 2d., post id.
Brm HANDBOOK FOR FREETHINKERS AND 

¡'¡UIRin q  CHRISTIANS. A new edition, revised 
andsomely printed. Cheap edition, paper cover, Is.

01otl> 2a. 6d., post 2id.
ROMANCES. Popular edition, with Portrait, paper 

d-> post 2Jd. Superior edition (160 pages), cloth 2s.,
Post 2id.

Ĉ RISTIANITY AND PROGRESS. Second and cheaper 
dition. Recommended by Mr. Robert Blatchford in Ood 

jjy Neighbor. Id., post id.
AlSTiANiTY AND SECULARISM. Four Nights' Public 

,®~ate with the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Paper, Is. ;
Or  *8’ P08*1 2d-

HES OF CHRISTIANITY. Hundreds of references are 
6*ven to standard authorities. No pains have been spared to 
Ins- t l̂e wor*c 8 complete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable 
p, “ '.ctment of Christianity. The Tree is judged by its 

rn>t. Cloth (214 pp.), 2s. 6d., post 3d.
!C SERMONS AND OTHER FANTASIAS. 8d., post Id.

0j i N ON GOD. Containing all the passages in the works 
Uij Ua,rwin bearing on the subject of religion. 6d., post Id.

OF FREE SPEECH, 
before Lord Coleridge. 

ny footnotes. 4d., post Id.
.‘ Rin g  t h e  DEVIL: and Other Free Church Per-

i’u0t ^ ancea- 2d-  P°8t *d-tin t 8 OF FREETHOUGHT. First Series, doth, 2s. 6d., 
Qqq a Second Series, cloth 2s. 6d., post 3d.

SAvg THE n in G. An English Republican's Coronation
Halt 2d- p ° 8‘ i d-

»T 0 f  SCIENCE LIBEL CASE, with Full and True 
lNj,jj.C°nnt °* the “  Leeds Orgies.” 3d., post Id.

8<jEL DEATH-BEDS. Second edition, much enlarged. 
iNjij, ' P08*1 !&• Superfine paper in cloth, Is. 3d., post ljd. 
tg gQUVlEW WITH THE DEVIL. 2d., post id.

An?Anl8M SOUND? Four Nights’ Public Debate with 
lNGEn a "CBant. is., post ^d. ; cloth, 2s., post 2id.

DEFENDED AGAINST ARCHDEACON
J°5 N M n tR- 2d- P ° 0t id-

RliEY AB A FREETHINKER. 2d., post id. 
IiETTFUS T°  THE CLERGY. (128 pp.). Is., post 2d. 
tdR r R8 To JESUS CHRIST. 4d., post id.

Verte/io® CHAPTERS; or. Hugh Price Hughes' Con- 
tad Ath0i0t. id., post id.

2d’ -P os^dT'8 THEOSOPHY.

BY G. W . FOOTE.

Three hours' Address to the 
With Spooial Preface and

A Candid Criticism.

MY RESURRECTION. A Missing Chapter from the Gospel 
of Matthew. 2d., post id.

PECULIAR PEOPLE. An Open Letter to Mr. Justice Wills. 
Id., post id.

PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM. 3d., post id. 
REMINISCENCES OF CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 6d.. 

post Id.
ROME OR ATHEISM? The Great Alternative. 3d., post Id.
ROYAL PAUPERS. Showing what Royalty does for the 

People and what the People do for Royalty. 2d., post id.
SALVATION SYRUP; or, Light on Darkest England. A 

Reply to General Booth. 2d., post id.
SECULARISM AND THEOSOPHY. A Rejoinder to Mrs. 

Besant. 2d., post id.
THE BOOK OF GOD, in the Light of the Higher Criticism, 

With Special Reference to Dean Farrar’s Apology. Paper. 
Is .; doth, 2s., post 2d.

THE GRAND OLD BOOK. A Reply to the Grand Old Man. 
An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s 
Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture. Is .; bound in cloth, 
is. 6d., post lid.

THE BIBLE GOD. 2d., post id.
THE ATHEIST SHOEMAKER and the Rev. Hugh Prioe 

Hughes. Id., post id.
THE IMPOSSIBLE CREED. An Open Letter to Bishop 

Magee on the Sermon on the Mount. 2d., post id.
THE SIGN OF THE CROSS. A Candid Criticism of Mr.

Wilson Barret’s Play. 6d., post lid.
THE DYING ATHEIST. A Story. Id., post id.
THEISM OR ATHEISM? Publio Debate between G. W. 

Foote and the Rev. W. T. Lee. Verbatim Report, revised 
by both Disputants. Well printed and neatly bound. 
Is., post lid.

THE NEW CAGLIOSTRO. An Open Letter to Madame 
Blavatsky. 2d., post id.

THE JEWISH LIFE OF CHRIST. Being the Sepher Toldoth 
Jethu, or Book of the Generation of Jesus. Edited, with an 
Historical Preface and Voluminous Notes, by G. W. Foote 
and J. M. Wheoler. 6d., post Id.

THE PASSING OF JESUS. The Last Adventures of the 
First Messiah. 2d., post id.

WAS JESUS INSANE ? A Searching Inquiry into the Menta 
Condition of the Prophet of Nazareth. Id., post id.

WHAT IS AGNOSTICISM? With Observations on Huxley, 
Bradlangh, and Ingersoll, and a Reply to George Jacob 
Holyoake ; also a Defence of Atheism. 3d., post id.

WHO WAS THE FATHER OF JESUS? 2d., post id.
WILL CHRIST SAVE US? Gd.. post la.

pioneer press, 2 Newcastle street, farringdon street, London, e .o.
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The Churches & Modern Thought.
By PHILIP VIVIAN.

One of the Most Remarkable Books Recently Published
can now be obtained at the “ Freethinker” office.

Price 3s. 6d. net, by post 4d. extra.
Cheap Edition, Is. net-sam e postage-

Mr. A. W. B enn, author of The History o f English Rationalism in the Nineteenth Century, says :—“ Happening 
to dip into the first page, I found myself insensibly drawn along, and so continued, devoting to it the few bali- 
hours at my disposal for recreative reading, without missing a word, until I had reached, with regret, the last page.

A précis of the contents and a selection of over 100 Press opinions will be supplied on receipt of a half-penny stamp to cover postage.

Under the Ban of the London County Council.
T H E  P O P U L A R  E D I T I O N

(Revised and Enlarged)
OP

“ BIBLE ROMANCES”
BY

G, W, F O O T E
With a Portrait of the Author

Reynolds’» Newspaper says:— “ Mr. G W. Foote, ohairman of the Socular Soeioty, is well known as a man 
exceptional ability. His Bible Romances havo had a largo sale in the original edition. A popular, rovised, an 
enlarged edition, at the price of 6d., has now been published by the Pioneer Press, 2 Nowcastle-street, Farringdo ’ 
street, London, for the Secular Society. Thus, within the roach of almost everyone, the ripest thought of the loade 
of modern opinion are being placed from day to day.”

144 Large Double-Column Pages, Good Print, Good Paper
S I X P E N C E  — N E T

(Post Free, 8d)

THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E-0'

THE NEW  TESTAMENT MANUSCRIPTS:
OR,

Christianity Completely Undermined.
W I T H  F A C - S I M I L E S  O F  M S S .

By J O S E P H  S Y M E S .

A New Edition. Price THREE PENCE.
Post free, THREE PENCE HALFPENNY.

THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, L O N D O ^ J ^ ,

Printed and Published by T u  FaHiHcnaHX Pcbubhihb Co., Limited, 1 Newoaatle-atreel, Farringdonatreel, London,


