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~ 'flan of character and energy, who expects to be
lowing worth while in this life, and hence has to
to fr\str've’ and struggle daily, leaves the future world

uke care of itself, and is active and useful in this
“»W— Goethe.

Was Byron a Christian?

8 "ECil Chesterton, in a letter which appears

a*other page of this week’s Freethinker, protests
ji It our calling Byron a *“ sceptic,” and claims
g 88a good Christian. Mr. Chesterton appeals to
aij °n8letters and Byron’s “ works.” We also will

Nistak an”™ 8 ow Mr. Chesterton that he is
CHR"OR repudiate “ the religious dogmas of

a "stiandty,” and did oou wuBigly assail the “ follies
m«ypocrices of religious people
over are many evi(Jences of this fact scattered
4u-i . 8 otters. Writing to Ensign Long, on
16, 1807, he said

"Of religion 1 know nothing, at loast in its favor,

o have fools in all sects, and impostors in most; why

onld | believe mysteries no one understands, because

ntten by men who chose to mistake madness for
g rBPiration, and style thomselvos Evangelicals ?”

be OU'On WaB then in his twentieth year, and it may
earmn that his mind was not then ripe, but the
into,er JAcl8 of his mental history will help to
5jP»t the later.
frje 8r years afterwards, in 1811, writing to his
>the Rev. Franois Hodgson, he said :—

ha * no* ~>df°vo *n any rovoalod religion..... 1 will
Ve nothing to do with your immortality; wo are
'Serable enough in this lifo, without the absurdity of

.Peculating upon another..... The basis of your religion
‘“Njustice; tho Son of God, the pure, the immaculate,
6 innocent, is sacrificed for tho guilty.”

Shege now jump forward to 1822, the year of
Byrony 8 death, and two years before tho death of
Sholl* « ~ r* Chesterton quotes from a letter of
he ha? 8 Horace Smith, in which he says that if
it to 0 an7 influence over Byron he would " employ
Chris™ adjCate from his groat mind the delusions of
which- in spite of his reason, seem

as deg;Qall™ to recur." Mr. Chesterton regards this
see  8lve But we are astonished that he does not
“8oepfw, 't helps te prove that Byron was a
“recurl delusions of Christianity could not
recorRlig ~Nithout having been absent, and if they
hi8ronU m 8Pite of his reason, we must infer that

ShelfQl! ~ad rejected them.

ByroO y 8 *“ speculative opinions,” with which
Very ~ paired to have nothing in common, went
aoity beyond the distinctive truth of Christi-
ne a®0, Holley was an open and notorious Atheist;
cal, soci | 8Yong and “ startling” views on politi-
Aythiz*1 |nd ethical questions. Byron was, if
ahistn if’ 1 Deisi; and, except in regard to Republio-
ns “hpe <~ nttle sympathy with Shelley’s numer-
al that f°8les’'—above all with his Atheism, which
Mr. Cl Itnf6 Was w°rse than the cry of “ mad dog.”
t*° letter 8ferton ought really to have road Byron’s

Ahey should k Moore in March, 1822, more carefully.
1,4jq taken, also, in connection with a letter
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to Mr. Hoppner, dated April 3, 1821. Byron placed
a natural child of his in a convent school. He meant
her not to have an English education, and thought
that by living “ abroad, with a fair foreign education
and a portion of five or six thousand pounds, she
might marry very respectably.” It was a part of such
an arrangement, of course, that she should become a
Roman Catholic. But it was natural that Byron
should not put it in that way. “ It is, besides, my
wish,” he wrote “that she should be a Roman
Catholic, which | look upon as the best religion, as
it is assuredly the oldest of the various branches of
Christianity.” These are surely not the words of a
believer. If they are, it follows that Byron was a
Roman Catholic—which is quite a novel view of his
religious condition, and one that Mr. Chesterton
would hardly welcome.

Now for the two letters to Moore. Mr. Chesterton
quotes just enough for his own purpose. Had he
quoted a little more freely he would have spoiled his
case. Byron does say, “ | am educating my daughter
a strict Catholic.” He does say, “ | incline, myself,
very much to the Catholic doctrines.” But between
these two statements he gives a reason, and Mr.
Chesterton has omitted it. “ For | think,” Byron
says, “ people can never have enough of religion, if
they have any.” It appears that Mr. Chesterton is
blind to Byron’s humor when it plays the douce
with his argument. That it was humor is corro-
borated by a striking passage in the second letter
to Moore. Byron says ;—

"1 am roally a great admirer of tangible religion ;
and am breeding one of my daughters a Catholic, that
she may have her hands full. It is by far tho most
elegant worship, hardly excepting the Greek mythology.
What with incense, pictures, statues, altars, shrines,
relics, and the real presence, confession, absolution,—
there is something sensible to grasp at. Besides, it
leaves no possibility of doubt; for those who swallow
their Deity, rbally and truly, in transubstantiation, can
hardly find anything else otherwise than easy of diges-
tion."

Mr. Chesterton must pardon us for saying that
the brother of “ G. K. C.” cannot, in his heart of
hearts, regard this as serious. Byron’s humor, not
his piety, is speaking in these sentences.

A little later on, Byron says, “ | do assure you |
am a very good Christian." So far Mr. Chesterton
is right. But there is an important addition.
“ Whether you will believe me in this,” Byron says,
“ 1 do not know." The very expression implies that
he did know. Moore did not believe him. In the
“ Conclusion " of his Life of Lord Byron, he says that
“Lord Byron was, to the last, a sceptic.” He denies,
what does not need denying, that Byron was, like
his friend Matthews, an Atheist. He even denies that
Byron was ever a “ confirmed unbeliever." But he
does not say in what. The poet was evidently an
unbeliever in Christianity when he wrote those
letters to Long and Hodgson, and there is no serious
evidence that he changed his mind subsequently.

Is there not a certain trickery in the adjective ?
Byron was or was not a “confirmed unbeliever”
according to the meaning attached to the word
“ confirmed.” Certainly he was not like Shelley;
he did think out his opinions to definite issues, and
stand by them. But it is perfectly obvious that he
was not a Christian in any honest meaning of the

word.
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Turning now to Byron’s poems, it is all very well
for Mr. Chesterton to attribute the poet’'s satirical
treatment of Christianity to his “ humor” and
“ combativeness "—with or without the adjectives ;
but Byron was consciously and deliberately a soldier
of freedom, and his satire was not mere rollicking
fun or wild audacity; it was the gleaming whirl of
his bright keen sword when it played around false-
hood, wrong, and oppression. He hated, for one
thing, the doctrine of heaven and hell and exclusive
salvation. The strong and almost cynical lines upon
his dog’s grave are well-known. In the magnificent
Vision of Judgment—the very top of English satire—
he speaks of hell contemptuously as

“ that immortal fry
Of almost everybody born to die.”

In the great shipwreck scene in Don Juan he damns
the same wretched doctrine \—
“ And their haked lips, with many a bloody crack,
Suck’d in the moisture, which like nectar stream’d ;
Their throats were ovens, their swol'n tongues were black,
As the rich man’s in hell, who vainly scream’'d
To the beggar, who could not rain back
A drop of dew, when every drop had seem’d
To taste of heaven—if this be true, indeed,
Some Christians have a comfortable creed.”

In the same splendid epic—for such it is—Byron
takes his own way of pouring ridicule upon other
Christian dogmas:—

“ The truth is, |'ve grown lately rather phthisical:
| don’'t know what the reason is—the air,

Perhaps ; but, as | suffer from the shocks
Of illness, | grow much more orthodox.

The first attack at once proved the Divinity ;
(But that | never doubted, nor the Devil) ;

The next, the Virgin's mystical virginity;
The third, the usual Origin of Evil;

The fourth at once establish’d the whole Trinity,
On so incontrovertible a level,

That | devoutly wish’'d the three were four,

On purpose to believe so much the more.”

The first half of tbo second lino is entirely serious
—"“ That | never doubted.” We have already said
that Byron was not an Atheist. The second half of
the sentence is either quizzical, or it is the poet's
subtle way of suggesting that God and the Deuvil
hang together, each being the other’s logical com-
plement. All the rest of the stanza is unadulterated
satire—even to the wicked wish that forms its fitting
conclusion. We know that old Sir Thomas Browne
expressed a somewhat similar wish. It was not like
to like, however, but like in difference. For the
seventeenth century Christian was so full of faith
that he sincerely wished his religion were more
difficult of belief than it was—which seems well-
nigh impossible—while the nineteenth century
Sceptic only employs the wish as a means of
raising fresh laughter at a religious absurdity.

Byron saw clearly enough that if Theism, or
perhaps Pantheism, survived in the future it would
be independent of all the deities of the world’s wor-
ship. He did not add “ Christ” to the following
passage in Childe Harold, but it inevitably suggests
itself:—

“ Look on this spot—a nation’s sepulchre !
Abode of gods, whose shrines no longer burn.
Even gods must yield—religions take their turn :
"Twas Jove’'s— 'tis Mahomet’'s—and other creeds
Will rise with other years, till man shall learn

Vainly his incense soars, his victim bleeds ;
Poor child of Doubt and Death, whose hope is built on reeds.”

There is not a line or a word in Byron implying
the slightest belief in the deity of Jesus Christ, but
many a line and word implying the contrary. Even
the expression “ diviner still” in connecting bis
name with that of Socrates is necessarily a tribute
to him only as a man and a teacher. Three lines in
Don Juan represent the poet as a Pantheist, far
removed from all the special doctrines of Chris-
tianity :—

” My altars are the mountains and the ocean,

Earth, air, stars—all that springs fram the great Whole
Which hath produc’d, and will receive the soul.”

The pantheistic conception is also expressed, with
regard to the whole life of this planet, in another
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powerful stanza of the same poem :—

* Between two worlds life hovers like a star,

"Twixt night and morn, upon the horizon’s verge :
How little do we know that which we are !

How less what we may be ! The eternal surge
Of time and tide rolls on, and bears afar

Our bubbles ; as the old burst, new emerge,
Lash’d from the foam of ages; while the graves
Of empires heave but like some passing waves."

Man’s personal immortality is a ridiculous idea m
view of that conception of the life of the worl «
And it must be confessed that Byron constanty

recurred to the idea in a spirit of scepticism.
following lines present a very pertinent reflection

“ Our days are too brief for affording
Space to dispute what no one ever could
Decide, and every body one day will
Know very clearly—or at least lie still.”

All the talk of all men, and all women, and all
clergymen (Sydney Smith’s three sexes) does n
alter the fact that we must die to ascertain whetbe
there is a future life, and that, after all, there ®a>
be nothing to be known—and nothing to know it-
The eternal Whence and Whither, questions w* g
George Meredith treats with such high disdain, hauo™
the human mind without ever finding an answer »

“ What are we ? and whence came we? what shall be
Our ultimate existence? what's our present?
Are gquestions answerless, and yet incessant.”

In the very first Canto of Don Juan the eeoptd@™
position with regard to a future life is stated wi
brilliance that fools might mistake for frivolity) ft
a force that leaves nothing to be added :(—

“ Few mortals know what end they would be at,
But whether glory, power, or love, or treasure,

The path is through perplexing ways, and when
The goal is gain’d, wo die, you know—and then

What then ?—I do not know, no more do you—
And so good night.”

How a man of intelligence can read Byron
conclude that he was really and truly a ~ rl9 t,
passes our comprehension. Not only in the
but in the spirit—not only in the lines, but bnl
them—the scepticism of this great writer see
us as obvious as the sun on a glowing sumrDerglch
The whole tone of his compositions—and there is™ et
a thing as tone, although it is indefinable—i® 0~ fl0

1)

non-Christian or anti-Christian. It was fi8
instinct on the part of those who denounced b1l
a lost soul, denied him burial in Westminster Of

and tried their utmost to keep his writings o~
young people’s hands. The idea of fondling ~geg

fidel8” had not arisen in those days. It oD*y ,iiy
- - - -- - - v

decided. Then the great sceptics who wer

out as a disgrace are brought back as a credit- ”.g.

were misunderstood, forsooth ! Perhaps they
understood themselves | They were good Cbr™ Q.

without knowing it! Yes, the prodigal son i ~g
corned home again with feast and dance, N0
cooking and consumption of the fatted calf- Nitig
himself has been treated in this way—to say”

of the grave Darwin and the valiant Bradlaug Oo

it appears that the same posthumous aPPrO™Nkflb a
is to be attempted in the case of Byron. e m Of
cynical smile would flit over that handsome ~ y0(J!
his if he could see this odd game being I~ g a
Byron’s face and Voltaire’s together wool

superb picture in front of such a spectacle- ag jje
Byron was not a Christian. Great, wn e “»t
. . the sense”
was, he was not an exact thinker In
Shelley was; moreover, there was a —-
in his mind and blood, and this inbori e * tbs
asserted itself in many ways, one of them or8ti*

occasional recrudescence in hisfeelings of t **ceg goco0
tion he had expelled from his intellect. One8 parrs
thing of the same thing in the great Bo® dog03%«
His penetrating intellect saw through al- Oub o
of religion, but he never quite got its inline galley8
his nerves and blood. We believe 1 gyron
words contain the essential truth about
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Disease and Religion.

Most educated people are aware that there exists in
relation to disease a speculation that is known as the
theory of immunity. This theory has the merit of
being simple in its main outlines, however complex
it may be in its various ramifications. It is based
upon the observed fact that, with all diseases, some
people are more resistent than others. Any infec-
tious or contagious disease quickly seizes upon
certain people, while others are passed by. Between
the very susceptible and the completely immune
there is an incalculable number of stages, but the
fact of some being quite immune is indisputable.
And with any disease that Kills, the disease itself
acts as a selective agenoy, and so tends to Kill itself
by destroying the kind of organism on which it lives,
mfhus, a disease is acquired; those susceptible to it
?re Killed, the less susceptible or the completely
[Wmune survive, and in this way a new generation
18 protected from attack. Of course, a bountiful
Providence develops a new microbe to deal with the
8urvivors, but that, as Kipling says, is another story.

It may also be observed that the process of selec-
jéon is not probably confined to man ; it extends also

the microbe. A microbe that is too virulent
~°old operate by Kkilling all it attacked, and so
destroy its own food supply. There seems every
reason for believing, therefore, that while the human
18 modified in relation to the microbe, the microbe is
~edified in relation to the man. By this means a
bind of working harmony is evolved. The human
&ffers to the limit of endurance, the microbe modi-
JR its assaults to a point consonant with its con-
ning to exist.

Now it has not, | think, been noticed how
Seriously this theory fits in with the origin and
history of religion. Beyond a casual remark by
Oliver Wendell Holmes concerning the probable
discovery of the microbe of religion, no bacteriolo-
g'8t or pathologist appears to have paid the slightest
j~ention to tho matter. Personally, I do not think

ould be very difficult to discover the religious
‘d'erobe, but that may be passed by for the present
da one of the unsettled questions in micro biology

it is indisputable that in tho manner of
religion, in tho way in vhich certain

aftack8 raC° acdu’re an 'mmun'fy against
mic Vv as. W&G" 88/ f*10 way *n which tho religious
P~Artl 8 *8 medifiOll 1° meet tho conditions of the
m°dified organism, the features common to
It ca8es are numerous and striking.

i8e ho noted, in the first place, that religion
it k~ntially a complaint of childhood. Historically,
biolo 0OD™8 i'ho infanoy of the race; and as it is a
**i««*1 law that individual development sum-
treagd08 racial history, it happens that, as with
<rj es>either this particular complaint is acquired
Ca8ea™ 7 ears of immaturity, or—except in isolated
thi8 —18 n°b enquired at all. The consequence of
in0 8lhat, as in another direction where people are
anQj with a specific disease in order to escape
P°rta°r ~bey may never contract, it is of first im-
by a.?Ce bo one section of the community that lives
Co™ - . ding to those who are suffering from this
bhev'aiQ® bhab all children shall be inoculated with
It {8 tns °f religion, whenever and wherever possible.
chiig 80 importance to the rest of tho people that
p°83,Gn 8pall be given as clean a bill of health as is
bhata an”™ shall not be made spiritually sick so
live k Cerbain number of self-styled specialists may
Patent rebaH*ng specifics over which they claim
else™u NnSht8. Hence the quarrel in the schools and
iaOcnd ° between those who claim the right to
In  Ochildren and those who resist such a claim.
~etleral ° caso rel>g>on, as in that of disease in
of or/ra We are Pfosented, broadly, with two types

stitn 11118®»- ~ G have that which shows a oon
bgion Pre‘~fspo8ition towards contracting re-

( bho8e who show an equal pre-disposition
of irumLifi Under normal conditions the principle

n‘ty would have operated by preserving the
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non-susceptible type; and, broadly, this is what has
actually transpired. The number of the immune
has increased, although the rate of increase has
neither been rapid nor uniform. The reason for
this is that its operation has been checked by an
artificially induced and sustained principle of selec-
tion in a quite opposite direction. The discovery
that certain people were immune to the germ of
religion was made very early in the history of man-
kind, and prompt steps were taken to weed out the
unwelcome type. Among savages, as also under
semi-civilised and civilised conditions, the aim of an
interested and powerful class has been to weed out
all those who showed a lack of susceptibility to re-
ligion. The type has been, and still is, systematic-
ally discouraged. Thus, whereas in the normal way
it is the type that is immune to a complaint or a
disorder that is preserved, in the case of religion an
artificial selection has worked to kill off the immune
while preserving the susceptible. The persistence
of this particular complaint, the existence of the
“ religious instinct,” so-called (there is really no
more a religious instinct than there is an instinct
for diphtheria or typhoid fever), is really the expres-
sion of the fact that an artificial selection has always
been working for the suppression of an opposite
type.

But he who fights against natural tendencies finds
the dice constantly loaded against him. A particular
type of organism can only be perpetuated by a per-
petuation of its appropriate environment. In this
case, as has been said, the environment had to be
sustained by artificial agencies; and in the nature of
the case a breakdown sooner or later was inevitable.
In proportion as sooial evolution took the power from
tho hands of ecclesiastical organisations and distri-
buted it over a wider area, and in proportion as that
evolution opened up new avenues of interest and
employment, the type of mind susceptible to the
influence of religion declined, while the opposite
type began to flourish. The normal law of mental
variation and survival began to operate more freely
and the type of mind best suited to the natural sur-
roundings to show itself in greater numbers.

At this point another aspect of the theory of
immunity appears. | have already pointed out that
the process of selection is twofold. There is the
protective evolution of the organism against the
microbe ; there is also the modification of the microbe
to meet the changed organism. To follow up the
analogy, the microbe of religion that affected people
in tho fifteenth or sixteenth century would be quite
harmless to the people living in this. There has
boon a protective evolution against it. To thrive
tho microbe must be of a different variety, if not of
a different species. In this manner it has come
about that tho religious influence to which the human
organism is exposed has departed as much from tho
primitive variety as man himself has been differen-
tiated from his simian ancestors. Of this change,
what is called “ advanced religion,” “ Now Theology,”
and by other names is fundamentally the expression.
It is the attempt of the miorobo to perpetuate itself
under changed conditions. Yet withal it retains its
fundamental characteristics. It is still, for instance,
parasitic in character. Its demands on the human
organism are large and persistent. Its contribution
to its welfare is practically nil. Such beneficial
qualities as are claimed for it are clearly independent
of it, and flourish as well in its absence as when it
is present.

It would be indeed astonishing in this age of
micro biological investigation if some attempt had
not been made to discover the miorobe of this par-
ticular complaint and indicate the conditions of its
development. The first part of this search has not
been, as yet, completely successful; the second has
been conspicuously so. Having its origin in the
very dawn of human reason, it finds its nurture in
the crude theorising, the vagrant fancies, and the
fears of primitive human culture. It perpetuates
itself vigorously so long as a primitive form of cul-
ture, or so long as a type of mind that is at once the
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cause and the outcome of that culture stage, pre-
vails. And just as the microbe of malaria is
destroyed by an effective system of drainage, just
as that of consumption is killed by light and air,
just so the microbe of religion is starved to death
by the growth of accurate knowledge, of effective
social co-operation, and by a proper appreciation of
the nature of those forces bearing upon human
life. The work of that school of investigators of
which Tylor and Frazer are such brilliant represen-
tatives leaves little doubt upon this head.

I have dwelt above only on those points of resem-
blance in virtue of which religion may be studied
from the same point of view that one studies the
theory of immunity in relation to disease. But in
addition to the points of resemblance there are
points of difference quite as striking. | have no
space to dwell on these in detail; but there is one
that marks it off from ordinary physioal disorders.
With physical disease no one is more aware of its
presence than the unhappy sufferer. In the case of
religion the difficulty is to persuade the sufferer that
he is really ill. He will persist, not only that he is
not unwell, hut will protest that he is experiencing
pleasures such as other people are ignorant of. It
is only when he has completely recovered that he
recognises how pathologic his condition has been.
This would seem to lift the complaint into the
general class of mental disorders, and future know-
ledge may enable specialists to indicate, as in other
cases, the peculiar condition of the nervous system
of which it is the functional expression.

Of course, this delusion of perfect health is fos-
tered by the conduct of those who thrive upon its
existence. These persist in calling health what is
really the very opposite, and so induce a state of
mind somewhat analogous to that induced by Chris-
tian Soience. Probably if we adopted the Chinese
method a cure might be found for this. In China—
so it is said—people pay their doctors while they are
well, and stop payment while they are ill. (lllnesses
aro said to be brief in consequence.) If, accordingly,
the clergy were paid while people were free from the
complaint, and their salaries were stopped the
moment people showed symptoms of religion, we
might hear considerably less of the evils of unbelief
and listen to fewer lamentations as to the decline of

relieion- C. COHEN.

Christianity and War.

Neither directly nor indirectly is this article con-
cerned with the various deliverances of the Inter-
national Peace Congress just held in London. Its
main object is rather to examine certain views on
the attitude of Christianity towards war which have
found recent expression in some religious journals.
It is, of course, frankly admitted on all hands that
the Bible can be freely quoted both for and against
war. In one portion of it we read that Jehovah
“ maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth,”
and in another that “ the Lord is a man of war.”
One prophet speaks of a time when the nations
shall “ beat their swords into plowshares and their
spears into pruning-hooks,” while another puts these
words into God’'s mouth: “ Beat your plowshares
into swords and your pruning-hooks into spears.”
Not even the New Testament can be appealed to for
an unqualified condemnation of war. It is usual to
sing the praises of Jesus as the Prince of Peace, and
yet the Gospels represent him as saying : “ Think
not that | came to send peace on the earth ; | came
not to send peace, but a sword "—a prophecy that
has been abundantly fulfilled. The word “ peace ” is
of frequent occurrence in the New Testament, but it
generally signifies peace between each believing indi-
vidual and God. On these pages there is not one
word about making wars to cease to the end of the
earth.

This, we repeat, is generally acknowledged by
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Christian apologists. This is how the Bishop of
Bipon puts it:—

“ It has often been stated, and arguments have been
founded on the statement, that Christianity laid doan
no rules respecting some of the great evils of the world
—such as the status of women, slavery, and war. This
is true, for Christianity is not a religion of rules, but a
religion of principles; it is the introduction into huran
life of a new spirit, and that spirit is love.”

There is no easier way out of the difficulty than thus
to evade it; but an evaded argument still remains in
its full force. Of what benefit are principles unless
they are put into practice ? What is the use of the
spirit of love if it does not embody itself in corres-
ponding deeds? And, furthermore, Dr. Boyd
Carpenter cannot be ignorant of the fact that the
spirit of love is much older than Christianity-
Buddha said much more about the beauty and power
of the spirit of love than Jesus ever did. But the
Bishop claims that “ the improvement in the con-
dition of the world, the spreading abroad of humaner
principles of conduct, including humaner methods of
war, are little more than the apprehension of the
principles laid down by Christ.” That is only a
bare assertion; but let us see whether history bears
it out. We find the same assertion in Gardiner s
historical works:—

“ Before the end of the seventh century, Teuton'®
and heathen England had embraced a new creed, an
with that creed it had received those changes of though'
law, and custom which could not fail to follow on ste
a conversion. One change, above all, affects the gel)er
history. Warfare still goes on, warfare alike with t
Britons and with Englishmen of other kingdoms; ®
warfare no longer implies extermination. Where »
heathen conqueror carried mere slaughter and bavo »
the Christian conqueror was satisfied with politic
subjection.” .

Thus narrowed down, we can all the more easily 189
the accuracy of the assertion. Gardiner refers
the overthrow of Chester by Aethelfrith, in 613
the “ last case of mere destruction.” Whether
not it was the last, we boldly deolare that *
alleged contrast between Heathen and ChristO*
conqueror is not borne out by facts. Take the c
quest of Britain by the Roman Empire in the u
century, and you will learn, even from GardinQj_
own account of it, that the end in view was not
extermination of the Britons, but their subjeotion
Rome; and that, once the subjection was acco”
plished, the conquered country enjoyed a perio
greater peace and prosperity than it had over kno
before.

It is doubtless true that civilisation has grearty

by

forbidding the molestatiop of peaceful inhabit*! ~
who protect their property, the ill-treatment
prisoners, and by prescribing immunity for 11&8s' ifl
truce and for hospitals; but it is also true tha >~
consequence of the invention of gunpowder
numerous other discoveries, it has made war m |
destructive and more terrible, as well as render
swifter and more critical in its aotion. On
whole, the wars of Christendom have been
cruellest and most destructive wars in all his
and they have all been carried on under the ba

of the Cross. The wars of the Churoh, an

wars waged on behalf of the Church, have not S.
distinguished for their humaneness and mercifn n
What about the wars of persecution with w Of
history abounds ? What about the massaor

St. Bartholomew in 15727? Who can rea 0.

history of Sedgemoor towards the end of the s >
teenth century, and its tragic culmination in J®
Bloody Assizes, and conscientiously boast o %y
glorious triumph of the spirit of love introdu®
Christ? Have not Catholics butchered Prote8” a0
and Protestants Catholics, without any r®e ?er
whatever to the beautiful spirit of love, wne
they had the chance ? » Nat

It is a remarkable and highly-significant faaj.jOoal
Peace Societies, Peace Conferences, Intern®
Arbitration, and International Mediation at 0"etO
ducts, not of the Ages of Faith, but of the



August 2, isos

ges of Scepticism and positive unbelief. The ebb
religion witnesses the flow of humanitarianism.
When has there been “ Peace from the Christian
tandpoint ” ? A week ago the following statement
aPpeared in a well-known religions journal:—

“ Many of the faithful advocates of peace, especially
°n. the Continent, do not share this ‘ Christian stand-
point.” They approach the desired end by other ways.
Cut of a pure love to humanity they seek peace and
pursue it; from a bitter sense of the economic waste
which marks our present rivalries, they are led to desire
a better day. The Christian faith is not given to them
to share, and perhaps they may be forgiven if they
think hardly of the Church of Christ for its coldness.
It is for us to make plain that from the Christian
standpoint the way is no less distinct to the end of their
Passionate hope.”

ith the spirit of that extract no serious fault can
ah/°und’ bn” fd® last sentence displays the lament-
th f Wea'iness of the writer’'s case. It is granted
at the unbelievers discern a * distinct way to the
.of their passionate hope,” and the only claim set
Pis that “ from the Christian standpoint” the way
° it is “no less distinct.” Let us consider the
riter's contention. He concedes that “ the argu-
ent from the inhumanity of war is unanswerable,”
Hu that “ if common sense were the arbiter warfare
80Q4d s°on vanish.” *“ But,” he asks, “ is there no
Manction acknowledged by the believer in Christ, and
ot by the philanthropist who has ho vision beyond
otb bounds of humanity?" We answer that no
sa (&- sanc”™on required, and that whatever other
W? i 7 e C'hritian pretends to possess has been
°Hy inoperative throughout nineteen centuries of
N ristian history. But what is this other sanction 9
th B N0 found in the “ song of the angels,” nor in
e Sermon on the Mount. The writer informs us
that is to be found in “ Christianity as a religion
~ redemption and of new life in the Holy Spirit.”
6 have heard that many times before, but there is
absolutely nothing in it Christianity has been “ a
~igion of redemption and of New life in the Holy
SPIrit” from its very start, and yet, being such, it
“as never made for the peace of the world.
this point, our friend loses himself in the fog
supernaturalism. “ It was to a new conflict Christ
Q,intnoried his followers,” he tells us. “ From the
ariatian standpoint the first definition of peace is
Peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ’'—
r ac® ~ fk® blood of his Cross.” That is the truest
ark in our friend’s whole article. Christianity
an its triumphs and acquired all its power by
S a®8 ®f otherworldism. Otherworldism was the

of °n ~ marched, across innumerable rivers
&e i°°d’ *f8 8*"dy throne, and it is on the same
j ed *8 now rushmg headlong to its doom.

deRu? anfl his apostles despised the present world,
he 8ed because it was at once wicked and pass-
ed a”ay- “ Ye are of this world,” Jesus said to his
hat™io8'. “~ am n°f °f this world." *“ He that
“8° 1 b8 H® *n this world,” he told his disoiples,
full a * keep ™ unf° lif® eternal.” The Epistles are
N °f 8Corn for this world. To love this present
iftn gWaa an unpardonable sin against God. Christ-
Belv Gad no abiJiog city here, but looked upon them-
litfcle8 as heirs of the world to come. It mattered but
aa fuwhether war or peace reigned down here as long
Wr> k bolievod 1Q tb® white robes and the golden
Its £« yond tb® Aery flood in which this world and

jjb'ngs were so soon to be swallowed up for ever.
aa bf®'crusbing nightmare is now at last passing
Itself and world *8 looming up and asserting
aRd taS "be OUJly world f°r which we need care
after ~bG V1G5 °f humanity is beginning to
Leiti Ibs®If and to silence the imaginary voices of
prete”8.and monsters of the deep; and when inter-
be 'ts message amounts to this: men ought to
8Per°r°~*ned bV @nHgbtened intelligence, not by
p6rce. Nious imaginings; and so governed they will
fight;lv® that their welfare can be secured, not by
oueT*” but by learning to respect, love, and serve
'f. and that this world, while they are in

&oola be their all in all. J. T. Lioid.
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Acid Drops.

One of the American high-jumpers who took a prize at
the Olympic Games attributed his success to his being a
Christian Scientist. But as his six-foot-three jump was not
a record, to what does he attribute the success of the fellow
who licked him by anticipation ?

The Sunday Chronicle—or Mr. William Purvis who writes
the article—is agitated over the question of the alleged
miracles at Lourdes. The right point of view is everything in
such matters. Tons of circumstantial evidence weigh very
little in the scale of reason. The whole bulk might turn
out to be absolutely worthless if you could only get to the
bottom of every detail. Miracles at Lourdes are attested by
“ honest witnesses.” Very likely. So was witchcraft.
People came into court and gave circumstantial evidence on
which men, women, and even children were found guilty
and put to death. Nevertheless, we are all satisfied nowa-
days that these people, though honest, were mistaken. We
put by their circumstantial evidence as of no value what-
ever. And the “ miracles ” at Lourdes are regarded in the
same way by the modern civilised intelligence. That some
cases of disease are healed is probably true, but the cures
are not supernatural. Let the Virgin give a wooden-legged
man a new leg. That would be something.

Rov. Benjamin James Marrow, curate of St. George's
Church, Stockport, eloped with the wife of Mr. Ernest
Beswick, a Manchester merchant. The Divorce Court has
awarded the husband (11,000 damages. Another proof of
“ the moral inadequacy of infidelity.” Yes, religion is the
only thing that keeps people straight—though the amorous
curate is so difficult to manage.

The Boston magistrates ordered Elizabeth Barwick to pay
fines and costs amounting to £5 12s., or undergo three
months’ imprisonment. Her boy had been caned by the
headmaster of Shadfriars Council School, and she went to
the school and smacked the pedagogue’s face, knocking off
his spectacles. We are bound to say that our sympathy
goes to tho mother. Parents who do not beat their own
children aro naturally wild when outsiders take up the per-
formance. And the fact that the Bible encourages it dees
not make it any better.

When ivill the cane be banished from English schools ?
Teachers who cannot manage children without beating them
have mistaken their vocation. The cane is not allowed in
tho schools of Japan. Any teacher in that country who
struck a child would lose his situation on the spot. And the
cane will be banished hero when Secular Education comes in.

Rev. C. C. Atkinson, D.D.—which means a doctor of
divinity insido church, and often a darned duffer outside—
conducted the morning service in Chester Cathedral on a
recent Sunday, when Mr. Justice Coleridge (Lord Coleridge)
attended in state. The preacher must have considerably
astonished the judge. Ho admitted that education was the
main cure for crime, but it must go hand in hand with sound
religious teaching or it would never succeed. Look at
France, where Secular Education has enormously increased
crime 1 Which, by tho way, is an enormous lie. Look at
America, where corruption is rapidly gaining ground 1 Of
course, there is nothing of that sort in Christian England ;
not even on pious Boards of Guardians. And how about
Japan ? Dr. Atkinson is silent as to that country. Why ?
Because it is Secular Education in the nation’s schools for a
whole generation that lifted Japan up to its presont high
level.

A correspondent has sent us a curious leaf out of the July
number of the Magatine of Food» and Beverages. One
column on one page deals with biscuits, ices, coffee, etc.
The other column is headed “ Reviews " and is full of splut-
tering piety. Tho books noticed are not such as you would
expect to see reviewed in a trade journal. Tho first is
entitled Tho World and its Ood, and wo read that “ Tho
author is a keen, observant lawyer, who has a clear and
ample knowledge of the world and its God, which he handles
in a trenchant style.” Good God 1 Another book is by a
lady, and we are told that “ all her writings are fragrant and
intensely Biblical.” Of another book it is said that even
those should welcome it “ who already have a large appa-
ratus on the parables.” Apparatus| Yet the man who
wrote that extraordinary sentence actually praises another
book for its “ ripe and reliable scholarship.” Altogether, we
wonder what sort of people this journal caters for. Are
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they all deacons, churchwardens, and Sunday-school teachers ?
And have any of them ever been to school ?

President David Starr Jordan, of Leland Stanford Junior
University, has a very readable article in the current number
of the Hibbert Journal, entitled “ The Religion of the Sen-
sible American.” This religion is supposed to be expressed
“In Terms of Life.” On reading the paper, however, we
find that from beginning to end it is couched, not in terms
of life, but in those of theological mysticism, and that the
thought is often drowned in a muddy river of rhetoric.
Life, the natural life of earth, is contemplated from the
giddy heights, or the dark and confusing depths, of super-
natural religion.

Take the following sentence: “ When a man begins to
live— love, deny himself, serve—he understands what life is,
and knows that death cannot touch it.” The first part of
the sentence is true enough, taken by itself; but the last
clause spoils it, because it is not true. We know that death
does touch life, even the truest, sweetest, and best. Every
individual dies, and when the individual dies, that, so far as
we know, is the end of him. Neither President Jordan, nor
another, can adduce a single shred of evidence to the con-
trary. Death is the terminus, beyond which lies nothing
but unbroken silence and impenetrable darkness.

According to President Jordan, “ the sensible American”
is everlastingly prating about God, and about life from and
in God ; but what is meant by such jargon it is impossible
to discover. All we are told is that his God is neither angry,
jealous, nor benevolent; is not “ a judge, a tyrant, a king, a
huge, hoary-bearded giant and, after all, this is to tell us
— nothing.

Mr. R. J. Campbell has gained the reputation—among
Christians—of a daring and profound thinker. In this he
has, of course, had the advantage of working in a field
where mediocrity is the prevailing mental characteristic.
In literature, science, philosophy, or sociology, we expect
the reputation would not have been quite so easily gained.
Be this as it may he has ono of the characteristics, at least,
of all theologians. He can be bearably reasonable when
dealing with those religious beliefs with which he disagrees,
and then become as unreasonable as they whon stating his
own religious convictions. For example, in a recent sermon
he pointed out, rightly enough, that the current conception
of God was a reflection of the prevailing social state. The
God of the Roman Catholic Church, he says, is the old
Roman Emperor magnified. The God of sixteenth-century
Protestantism is the projection of the irresponsible kingship
of that era. This is quite correct, but why stop here ? Is
not Mr. Campbell’'s God quito as much a reflection of the
existing social state as any other God has beon ? What is
the God who governs by constitutional methods, filled with
compassion for suffering, desirous of decent wages, decent
education, and decent homes for all, but a projection of
twentieth-century constitutional monarchy, colored by the
prevailing interest in social topics and a growing humani-
tarianism ? Of course the other gods were man-made, and
so, of course, is Mr. Campbell's deity. His God has tho
same origin as the others, and although its creator has
examined his handiwork and pronounced it very good, it
stands about as much chance of surviving as the others.

Messiah Campbell is working wonders. He is even
gaining a reputation as a profound thinker—which is little
short of a miracle. It is claimed that he is “ saving " the
Socialist movement by turning it in a Christian direction.
Listen to the following in last week’s Christian Common-
wealth :—

« We welcome the new entente between Christianity and
Socialism. The effect which the influence of Mr. Campbell
and others have had upon the democratic movement is already
quite marked. In not a few quarters the spirit of hatred has
given place to its opposite, whilst Socialist leaders, who at
one time were intolerant of religious beliefs, have become
sympathetic, if not enthusiastic.”

Wo have prophesied this for years. Christianity is nobbling
the Socialist movement, as a boa constrictor nobbles a jack-
ass—licking him all over before swallowing him.

The Rev. C. Silvester Horne, M.A., is so zealous in defence
of the Nonconformist position that he both forgets and con-
tradicts his Bible. “ Buildings,” he says, “ are not holy.
They never can be holy.” *“ The New Testament authority,”
he contends, “is all to the effect that holiness can only
attach to the holy character and the holy mind.” As a
matter of fact, however, even the New Testament recog-
nises the holiness of places, for we read of “ holy ground”
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(Acts vii. 33), “ holy mount” (2 Peter i. 18) ; and of ttungS'
for mention is made of a “ holy kiss” (Romans xvi. I),
“ holy commandment” (Romans vii. 12), “ holy covenant
(Luke i. 72), while the Old Testament abounds with refer®

ences to “ holy garments,” “ holy vessels,” “ holy house”™
“ holy water,” “ holy chambers,” “ holy flesh,” “ holy way.
“ holy pots.” Even the hire of the “ harlot” is said to D

“ holiness unto the Lord.” It would not have been con-
venient to remember such passages while declaiming again
“ holy orders, holy rites, and ceremonies ” in the Church
England.

Equally inaccurate is Mr. Horne's definition of “ sainfl’
ness.” “ Saintliness,” he asserts, “ simply means ®an'L
The Christian is the type of the perfectly sane man.”
in the Bible “ saints” would be correctly translated J
“ God's people,” people consecrated, or set apart for Go
service. Carlyle, as all readers of his Life by Froude w
know, was an Agnostic, who ridiculed the Christian Prea,
ing he sometimes heard; and yet Mr. Horne goes tot
Agnostic, rather than to the Scriptures, for the reliffl0"
meaning of Bible words. Practically, we know saintline <
as embodied in the most loyal Bible Christians, borders n
on sanity, but on insanity.

The religious consciousness has received another sbock
By experiment it has been found, after treating
wheat with high tension electricity, the yield has n
increased by 30 to 40 per cent. For generations Pe°P
have been praying for a bountiful harvest without 1ljnre
ing the yield by the most infinitesimal fraction. And n
science steps in, and in a cold blooded, materialistic man
accomplishes all that the religious world has been w°r
for, and doesn’t even say a prayer at the end of it.
the truly religious life is becoming almost daily a matte
increasing difficulty.

“ We will not accept coercive creeds and dogmas,
claimed the Rev. Bernard Snell at Edinburgh the °
Sunday. Then he added that “ in their nature cre gnell
meant to be coercive.” Of course they are ; and Mi-
must know that the multitudinous creeds of Congrega*
alism are as cruelly coercive in their respective sphere
any others. In its nature, Christianity, in whatever
it exists, is the most heartless religion on earth. CtirlS
are everlastingly persecuting, and, whenever possible, Pu "t
to death, not only non-Christians and anti-Christian9/~"
one another when thoy happen to pronounce dm
shibboleths, thus exemplifying that spirit of love and
denial which is said to constitute the very essence o
religion of Jesus.

Indeed, a Congregational minister says, in a letter
Christian Commonwealth, that “ the Nonconformist
science cramps the soul in tho bonds of little systems,
it calls creeds,” that “ its creeds are concentration c »
which it looks upon as the perfection of religious”stra 8 g
and that, in fact, “ it reeks of self-righteousness.” ~ jeis
doubtless true; but wo must add that it is more ~ ete
true of all existing versions of tho Christian religion- ~ Of
are innumerable different roads to heaven, and every afo
them claims to be the only way, which proves thatt j
all alike pure inventions.

- Jdii

. * the bnl
East Ham Teacher : “ Why was Moses hidden w tj.ey

rushes ?” Promising Pupil: “ Please, miss, beea™5 .“pie
didn't want him vaccinated.” Behold tho power of
Bible Teaching !

An exceptionally wise writer in the British
come to the conscientious conclusion that the Gi it.

Rome is not “ a Church of Jesus Christ.” affl
The only inconvenient fact is that equally wise Cat cjj of
quito as convinced that Protestantism is not “a G 7wl
Jesus Christ.” We do not lay claim to any it |9
wisdom, nor do we refer to any alleged revelation, cOb-
our humble belief that “ a Church of Jesus Christ
spicuous on our planet only by its non-oxistence.

Wo are told that the verse, “ God so loved the E

he gave his only begotten Son," is "a deep Jinwortb
thoughts are drowned." Quito so; but what is a

without his thoughts ? It naturally follows that all * t
e leve such a verso are idiots ; and it is well bnow”. the
the West Ehristians, in tho New Te¥tafMBAt $8Ase. Make

worst citizens of the earth.

ffer
aust A: on

from*a~tronc”~enm® °s th® men of God- Tbey “
‘ho way in whfch th«°f «SeJE conte* Pt when they reflect

the sake of their . W _ have to prostitute their _talent
ot their business. There is tho Rev. J. W-Ja
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1' ; ° f Arguask, Perthshire, for instance, who prints in
tj*s "Monthly Record his sermon on “ The World's Woes v.
e Uivine Goodness.” The preacher assures his congrega-
>on, and his readers, that God's goodness stands every test
criticism. When he is reminded of the pain, misery, and
R ation jn the world, he replies that God is doing all
re 1118 poss*b'e | and also that the world’s suffering ia not
y as bad as it looks. Olive Schreiner was romancing
en she wrote of the ox dying in its yoke beneath its
asters whip as “ turning its anguish-filled eyes on the
alight,” Mr. Jack knows better than that: the anguish
as mostly in the sensitive heart of the writer. But cannot
~e worthy (or unworthy) Mr. Jack see on reflection that
it f arBumen” does not destroy the anguish? It only removes
is r?-n Nle ox t° the tortured spectator. The anguish
ar stlb there. We have no hesitation in calling such
1/ U‘ents both contemptible and disgusting. Even the
Pe 7* ®DBland—we are Qot up in the Scottish law—sends
jn°P ° t° prison for inflicting upon lower animals the suffer-
to®w*“ ich, according to Mr. Jack, is all-my-eye. It seems
in DS,NJa niinimise and pooh-pooh the world's suffering,
de°fpr Ne’enx” the character of God, is one of the lowest
Pms to which a human intelligence can sink.

n noticing the death of Sir W. R. Cremer—plain W. R.
Wer seems, somehow, more appropriate to the man—the
aity News pOint8 out his great services to the cause of
i aoe>and adds that the “ impulse came originally from the
jjrerc ati°nal side of the early Socialist Campaign, and the
La' , emer °f that day was the comrade of Marx and
ft ssahe.” We note this specially as coming from the Daily
ew«, and beg to point out that both Marx and Lassalle were
boftdnUHcd Freethinkers. There were peace advocates
tha?rf *bat day— also Freethinkers ; but it is worth noting
1lhere, as elsewhere, it was the heretics that led the way

na nSland, says the Rev. W. Goudie, is Christian only in
°£ to u-" Tbere is 8oing on a r«turn to paganism on the part
fro u*titudes of the more privileged people, who are fleeing
aw tbe‘r Churches, escaping from the Sabbath, putting

tbeir Bibles, and, except for a few fragments of super-
reve’n’ becom'nf pagans.” We deeply sympathise with the
ti «*d gentleman. Only a “ few fragments of supersti-
tbat «fs*au<”"8 between him and destruction. The confession
GO Jthese multitudes had a lot of superstition the Rev.
hes dI6 fe@E reassured is quite charming in its frank-

e Mr. Goudio must bear up under his misfortune.

his ° of Vermont, one of our American visitors, has
~ho® aD Prov*D8 that Christianity abolished slavery,
hiti "P°R*es>ho admits, proclaimed no sort of social revo-

tkeiOn' tbe contrary> “ they told the slaves to accept
myt/ c°udition and make the best of it.” But—hero is
t),6 re £heir humanitarian ingenuity appears—thoy sot
IU. , 8lves to proclaim principles that made slavery abso-
of 1? lIDPossible. After this, one cannot doubt the power
haVe'0.”~ osPel or tho comfort the Apostolic teaching must
“jjo Hven to tho slaves around them. To these thoy said,
that paticnt\ wo have a powerful teaching, so invincible
Chr;’ ,80iUe nineteen centuries aftor you aro dead, certain
other faJs.arBD@X with our Gospel will enter on a war with
aholit' Ir'8 aus—arme(l with tho same Gospel—for the
tions kr slavery- Both sides will support their posi-
abolisiWm]'J our teaching, but in the end slavery will bo
Cent, « ' Wo shall have made it impossible—nineteen
Qte j5les after you are dead.” To Roman, Jewish, and
adVr, laves, such a messago must have been liko a much-
like oocoa—grateful and comforting. What wo should
h'ado J* ~*sboP t° explain is, how on earth the African slave
that C\VCr established in a world governed by a teaching
slavery “ absolutely impossible 7 ?

Bishep adds that ho might show the same influence

in the case of war, but—conveniently, perhaps—ho

tiaw if,.OU “~ow wo do not doubt for a moment that Chris-
g{a,yﬁx”exerted tho same jnfhuense on war that it did on
Cerhed " aUl* "b*'8 *8' 80 7ar as th° abolition of either is con-
re&iw’ MO at all. Not even Mohammedanism has been
Cert «Slble for more wars than has Christianity, and
QCIBSItS't ‘ 10s® wars that have been initiated or inspired by
Ty foeliug have been conspicuous for their brutality
~bloodthiystiness.

(M|

Sthan?8” 8 are ample illustration of this. The six-
T~tesoh oarly seventeenth centuries, again, saw no wars
aQd Prot ru~M andvindictive as those wagod betweon Catholic
fhe prec °8an*' ®onsider, too, the extent to which war and
"Ye eneri!fa”™ Ohil for war dominate the attention and absorb

able feat* *08 °* G,,ri8tian nations. AdJ not the least remark-
Ure of the situation is that the people who clamor
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for larger armies and navies, and who are most susceptible
to the war fever, are those who also dilate on the peaceful
proclivities of their religion. Really where religion is con-
cerned it would seem as though no speech were too ridiculous
for utterance, and no doctrine too stupid for belief.

When one notes the solemn manner with which Christian
preachers manufacture and repeat legends of a semi-historical
character, one’s surprise at their circulating religious legends
almost disappears. One of the reverend speakers at White-
field's Tabernacle the other Sunday, to give one illustration,
enlightened his audience as to the consequences of the
Puritan settlement in America in the seventeenth century.
Their watchwords, he said, were liberty, opportunity, intelli-
gence, and integrity. These watchwords had given rise to
four great institutions—the family, the public school, the
ballot-box, and ecclesiastical freedom. We do not, of course,
quarrel with the watchwords, nor do we attach very much
importance to them. These words have been, and are, used
by all parties, and ignored by each in much the same
manner. Nor do we see any very clear connection between
the premises and the conclusions ; but one must not be too
exacting with a religious argument. Still, we are a little
surprised to learn that the Puritans in America gave rise to
the family, being under the impression that this institution
had been heard of even before the days of Columbus. On
this, however, we do not dogmatise. Public schools, too, we
were under the impression, had an independent origin.
There were numerous public schools, with a large expendi-
ture of public money, under the Pagan Roman Empire;
and, while it is true they all disappeared under Christian
rule, the fact is not one from which Christians will derive
much credit nowadays. So far as freedom is concerned,
there can be little question that a more intolerable tyranny
than that set up by the Puritans in America probably never
existed. The Puritans clamored for freedom here, and
immediately went a good one better in the act of suppress-
ing it when the power was in their hands. As to the ballot,
the speaker might reflect that the secrecy of the ballot is
itself strong evidence of the little Christianity has done to
develop real independence of mind and respect for opinion
with the mass of the people. It may be— we believe it is—
necessary, but that it is a confession of tho absence of real
mental freedom is indisputable. Still, it is news that the
family, public schools, freedom, and the ballot were created
by the Puritans. There is still room for a claim for them as
the originators of the solar system, or oven of gravitation.

We are solemnly assured by a man of God of high standing
that there lives at least one Christian who boasts that he
is conscious of the distinct enjoyment of each of the three
persons of the Holy Trinity. Poor fellow! Why is his
translation delayed ? Earth is no fit place for him.

An enthusiastic vote of thanks was tendered to the Presi-
dent of tho Wesleyau Methodist Conference for his official
sermon, which Dr. Rigg pronounced the best he had ever
heard at any Conference. Tho President acknowledged his
deep indebtedness to tho fathers and brethren for such an
expression of their appreciation of his humblo and imperfect
servico. Then ho added : “ | can only say that what | so
imperfectly tried to say was given to me from a Higher
Source.” Wo ask two questions. First, was it quite honest
of the President to accept thanks for that of which another
was tho author ? Second, was it not blasphemy on Dr.
Rigg’s part to institute invidious comparisons between Con-
ference sermons, all of which are presumably gifts from a
“ Highor Source”?

Tho Rov. William Goudio, a Wesleyan foreign missionary
home on furlough, speaking at the Conference, said: “ As
he had gone up and down the country, there had come to
him a full sense of the un-Christian condition of the land he
loved. Again and again he had thought of the Hindus, and
he had said, 4God help me if | had to take a Hindu up and
down these streets, and then had to go out and preach the
Gospel in hit streets.” The land was Christian only in
name.” Mr. Goudie hit the nail straight on the head ; and
yet the reverend gentleman did not seem to realise the
ineffable absurdity of expecting Christianity to succeed
abroad when, after two thousand years’ experience, it was,
by his own admission, such a lamentable failure at home.
Of course, it was not to his professional interest to see that.

The President of the Wesleyan Conference” says that
“The world’'s destiny is contained in Christ. Probably
that is why we know nothing about it. As interpreted by
the Church, the destiny of the world is as empty a dream as
is tho Eternal Christ himself. With an air of omniscience
preachers talk glibly about things concerning which they
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are totally ignorant, and their dupes are simply amazed at
their inspiration.

In the East-end of London a great Church meeting was
recently held, the motto of which was “ The World for
Christ.” Would it not be wiser to begin in a humbler,
smaller way, with, say, “ The East-end for Christ,” and
stick to it until they achieve success, or are forced to confess
themselves defeated ?

Judge Murray, Acting Administrator of British New Guinea,
pays Christianity a very left-handed compliment when he
says that, largely as the result of missionary work, “ it
would probably be safer for a white man to travel unarmed
from the Purarri Delta to the German boundary—far safer
than to walk at night through parts of some of the cities of
Europe and Australia.” The judge evidently forgets that
the cities of Europe are and have been for many centuries
distinctly Christian cities. What accounts for the difference ?
Most certainly, not Christianity.

We are glad to see that the Carpenters’ and Joiners’
Society intend to press the matter of the alleged sweating
in Salvation Army workshops. A committee has now been
formed in order to “ force the Army officials to submit to an
impartial inquiry.” We wish them every success. Unfor-
tunately, our cowardly public press seems to shut out almost
all that lets light in on the Army’s doings. The Army is
now fashionable, and the press is following its usual policy.

A representative of the Christian World, running round
with General Booth on his motor-car mission, says that at
one part of the journey, some seven miles, they travelled
“ at a nerve-shattering pace,” about forty miles an hour.
The reporter asked the Commissioner sitting beside him,
“ Do the police ever pull you up for scorching?” *“ No,” he
replies, “ they wink at it with the General.” William Booth
thus laughs at the law, when he doesn’t choose to observe
it, and drives his motor-car at express-train speed along the
public highways, to the grave danger of the public, and the
police encourage the performance. Verily the Grand Old
Showman can do no wrong.

Oh the unspeakable Turk 1 And oh the lovely Eastern
Christian ! According to the special correspondent of the
Daily News, telegraphing from Monastir, the Young Turk
party there had “ refrained from injuring a single Christian."
But the following statement of his shows how the neighbor-
ing Christians followed this good example :(—

“ A Greek band, forty strong, attacked the Bulgarian
village of llibarzi, and carried out a massacre, in which they
slaughtered, in the most cruel manner, twenty Bulgarians
and six Turks.”

These Greek bands are the greatest scoundrels on earth.
They roam about outraging and murdering, in the hope
that by depopulating the country, they and their compatriots
will be able to settle it themselves. And the Bulgarians
whom they massacre in this way are Christians as well as
themselves ! This sort of thing has been going on for years.
It is well-known to the “ Nonconformist Conscience ” and
other branches of English Christianity, but all their denunci-
atory eloquence is still reserved for the unspeakablo Turk,
and the thrice-unspeakablo Eastern Christian rapes and
slaughters without a word of reproach.

who has lately returned from
statement to the Balkan
relates to these

Mr. J. D. Bourchier,
Macedonia, has made a careful
Committee, and the following passage
Greek bands:—

“ The worst aspect of the situation is still tbs murderous
activity of the Greek bands. There are now in Macedonia
some 3,000 mercenaries, 2,000 of them Cretans and the rest
natives of the Greek Kingdom, who are paid two francs a
day. They have large financial resources, thanks to the
wealthy Greek colonies in Alexandria, Liverpool, Odessa,
etc., and money is the chief feature of their campaign. They
bribe both the civil and military Turkish officials to favor
their operations against Bulgarian villages. Lately the
Greeks have carried out many assassinations, the tariff being
£3 for a murder in Salonica, where the Russian officers are
‘reforming ' the gendarmerie, and £G in Drama, where the
British officers are engaged—a compliment to their efficiency.
All this work of murder is directed by the Greek bishops
and consuls, who appear to regard the Bulgarians as vermin
to be exterminated.”

Sweet Christians 1 -

Here is a genuine conundrum. The Rev. F. R. Swan
assures the readers of the Christian Commonwealth that the
Eternal Spirit, that is, the Holy Ghost, is “ behind Social-
ism.” Now, this Holy Spirit has been in the Church over
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since Jesus left it, filling it to the brim, guiding it into all
the truth, and presumably preventing it from ever going
wrong ; and yet the Socialism “ behind ” which he is said to
be is vigorously opposed, even to-day, by the larger section
of the very body of Christ known as the Church. Is it PO8
sible to give an intelligible and intelligent reading of such a
dark riddle? Is not Mr. Swan writing sheer nonsense?

The dear Daily News (in Monday’s issue, and Mondays
issue is always extra pious, perhaps on account of Sunday8
interval) pretends to believe that Atheists are so scarce that
you have to hunt about to find one. “ The only Atheist we
ever knew,” it says, “ believed Mr. Gladstone to bo in the
pay of the Pope.” This is good enough, in its way, but our
Nonconformist contemporary improves on it in the next
paragraph. “ We had regarded them [Atheists],” it says.
“ as practically extinct. We never visit the Natural History
Branch of the British Museum without hoping to find a case
with the label: * Atheist. Unique Specimen found in asbpl'
at Bordesley. Lent by the Bishop of Birmingham.’”
exquisite tastel How worthy of the Nonconformist Con
science | And what miraculous ignorance! Fancy the
editor of a London daily paper not knowing that there are
Atheists in existence | Why, they sit in Parliament, an
are active in every advanced movement; and they swarnb
often more or less under the rose, in the ranks of science«
art, and literature. |If the Daily News really wants to e
assured that Atheists are still extant, we shall be happy ®
introduce the editor to dozens, or scores, or hundreds, o

even thousands.

“ Father into thy hands | commend my spirit.” *
were the last words of the horribly depraved Saxon m~*
deress—young, beautiful, and a devil—mwho was guilloj1 *
a few days ago. She had no morals, but she had p'di” [e
piety, and it sustained her to the end. Such is tbo n
power of religion |

The Keswick Convention showed a marked decline »
attendance this year. No less than 200 boarding-kO®
keepers are groaning over their unlet rooms. Last yoar .n
railway company dealt with 4,000 packages of luggan®, |
advance; this year the numbor dropped to 1,600. Ink»

vention | L °f “°n°f God met at that Keswick Com

Of theM. He toid the ERTHBW AR WRE bR B

“ stem the tide of infidelity,” and respectfully begged
Lord to “ hurry up,” for “ We can’'t got on if you <0 (y
So their prospect of " getting on” with the job is not
bright. Is it?

Mr. David Irvine has been writing in the Musical Stan® bé
on “ Pessimism and Art.” His second article taiya a
profound, but it is not too intelligible. Ho seems to Jo
sort of a Freethinker with a detestation of Freetbo »
Just hear him :— . fma

"The orthodox religionist fancies that if the rnateria™.”y
historical version of Christianity is destroyed Chris ¢gO
will be lost. All we shall lose will bo the theolog)* ~~jo
that will be a gain. The unphilosophic and MM in
Rationalist fancies that his persistent attacks will res ~a3
the destruction of Christianity. Unfortunately. 1 ghby
never given himself the trouble to explain what he me
Christianity in the philosophical sense.” < Dy,

Mr. Irvine does not state what he means by Chris, ™ 00.
and without his own definition this passago is sheer J -jy
Wo infer from a later sentenco that ho regards Chris”™ g9
as a valuable piece of mythology. But the Christ-mj~kaps
poor one beside (say) the Prometheus-myth.

the world, in the long run, will do away Avitch FC-
altogether, and trust to pootry instead.
™
A correspondent writes to the Christian Commﬁfr:e &

saying he would like to hear two sermons on
Theology, and asking where it would bo best to g°; of tw

we are a trifle curious over this careful specification ~r.
number of sermons this correspondent fools able ® .jj fro
Does it moan that two are as many as he thinks he

ablo to stand ? If so, does the inability to stand ‘Re

quantity refer to the montai quality of the listener o™ ¢0g.
character of the sermons ? It is a curious request, »
gests some curious reflections.
1 .ol

The Scripture Knowledge Institution, which carrmintb
Muller’'s Orphan Houses at Bristol, has issued its s'- yrtj38i
annual report. This is the Institution that nevera ~ ,g,0t
but lives only on prayer. An annual report, of cours™. © et
an appeal; and press paragraphs, stating that y° rajajug
advertise, is not an advertisement. When it comes JJ
the wind Christians are the “ slimmest ” people on e
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Sir. Foote’s Engagements.

August 9, Freetkouglit Demonstration, Victoria Park; 16, Free-
thought Demonstration, Regent's Park; 23, S
Demonstration, Brockwell Park.

September 0, 13, 20, 27, Queen’s (Minor) Hall.

October 4. Glasgow ; 11, Leicester ; 18, Manchester ; 20,
Ball, London.

an ey

To Correspondents.

st President's Honorarium Fund: Previously acknowledged.
Annual Subscriptions, £207 2s. 6d Received since.—R. D.
Scoular, £1 ia.; W. Dodd (2nd sub ), £1; F. Robbins, 5s.; C.
Heaton, 5s.; H. Jessop, £2 2s.

George T homas—Thanks for your good wishes. For the cut-
‘jug, see “ Acid Drops.” When your Christian friends say
‘bey are sorry for you because you are a Freethinker, you
u~ght tell them that, strange as it may sound in their ears, you
are sorry for them because they are Christians. It may take
‘he cheek out of them a bit.

.j' B.—It isamusing. Thanks.

*Bates.—Qui leiiesh tune far swch tiings is tWie first post on

j nesday, and your postcard was stamped “ 11.30 a.m. Jy. 21.
*T. Griffiths.—It is not information that we could very well
8e. but we have no doubt as to its truth. See “ Acid Drops ”

~°n the general matter. Thanks.

, Hemp writes: “ | have read the Freethinker now for about

. ve months, and | look upon it every week as part of my
~*'steuce.” This correspondent is thanked for cutting.

ward Jackson.—We dealt with the man some four or five years

,8°. In himself he is an insignificant person, not worth a

j  ®9uent advertisement in our columns.

n t®1LITn—We are perfectly aware that human sacrifices were
g “ confined to the early worship of Jehovah. But how do
a ver™N' blacks make one white ? What you say about Abraham
tt, *the commanded sacrifice of Isaac should be sent to one of

J r>8 COmic papers.

Rough.—Pleased to hear from you again, and to learn that
Tlare doing your best againBt Christian Socialism. Thanks

>3 '"all.—Much obliged for cuttings.
's ' Batmono.—Pleased to hear you became a regular sub-
adrn’lr trough a friond handing you a copy of “ that most
bv'nira,B%e Paper the Freethinker," and that you have benefited
y reading our Bible Romances and attending the Freethought
H,.et,ngs at Sheffield. We have read the book you refer to in
or'ginal French.
a*adf —JBanks for your encouraging letter and cuttings;
paper » your w'sb t0O Promote the circulation of our “ splendid
ijtQ _
Jy —Thanks for the reference.
ft Bates.—Too lato for this week. In our next. Thanks.
8av ~c” DLAn- subscribing to the President’s Honorarium Fund.
6Pe | trust you may have many years of health and pro-
J {,'ri‘y in which to continue your splendid work.”
J;AT~ngersoll’8 lecture on Burns has not been published in
H.,)Nan"- have thoughts of issuing it.
writes ; “ | have tried in various ways to advertise your
Wint ‘'o.,Paper. Is it possible to get you down to lecture this
\FhicL . " We shall try to fix up a Sunday visit to Leeds,
. “ I8near this correspondent’s address.
Brea] 1*— We are neither for nor against Socialism in the
N Certainly, we want Socialists (and other people)
gOc-i]. roothinkers; but whether Freethinkers should be
ioiir* i 8'8a (lue8t>on with which we havo no concern in this
°«r na’' B may Be a very important question, but it is not
r  r Question.
to 2*« *°r the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed
B*ot NewoaaUe-street, Farringdon-street, E.O.
°8* Notices must reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-
. 'usertea™ C” by firBt P08 Tuesday, or they will not be
'sikNIs -
B'arki Wh° 8enJ us newspapers would enhance the favor by
B»Ders rRtb° Paa8afie8 to which they wish us to call attention.
Bshino °p Starature should be sent to the Freethought Pub
street p °mPany. Limited, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon
rREh- a“J "ot to the Editor.
toM’?o!IIemitt>ng for literature by stamps are specially requested
y haVpenny stamps.

°f&ceeel™ n”er W*B be forwarded direct from the publishing

w

104, *reo> at the following rates, prepaid:—One year,
“e>balf year, 5a. 3d.; three months, 2s. 8d.
Sugar Plums.
.Tie

grbionsgar: °f Hlg REY geries of open-air Freethought
Iv® took !°nB the auspices of the N. S. 8. Execu-
Pmco at Parliament Hill Fields on SHnday oven
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ing.
enthusiastic.

The weather was perfect, and the crowd was big and
Addresses were delivered from the brake
which Mr. E. Wilson kindly provided (with a fine pair of
horses). Mr. F. A. Davies acted as chairman, and the
other speakers were W. Heaford, C. Cohen, and G. W. Foote.
Three rousing cheers were given by the immense meeting at
the close of the proceedings. Everything was done by the
Christian Evidence people to spoil the Freethought Demon-
stration, but they miserably failed. The result, as far as
they were concerned, was ignominious. We may add that
there was a very good collection and an excellent sale of the
Freethinker, Miss Vance, Miss Stanley, and other ladies being
very active amongst the audience.

The second of these Demonstrations takes place at
Victoria Park on Sunday evening, August 9, at the N. S. S.
Branch stand, which happens to be the most convenient
spot for the purpose. The full list of speakers on that occa-
sion will be announced in our next issue.

The third and fourth Demonstrations take place on
Sundays, August 16 and 23, at Regent's Park and Brock-
well Park respectively.

Mr. Wishart, who is still “ missioning ” on behalf of the
N. S. S. Executive, has been doing some successful work at
Nelson, which has caused much discussion in that rather
sleepy town. At his last lecture the crowd was large and
somewhat rowdy. Friends of the Salvation Army did not
like the way in which it was dealt with. Once the platform
was nearly “ rushed,” but the good advice of a Christian
Town Councillor helped to restore order.

The Searchlight (Waco, Texas) reproduces our article on
“ The Logic of Persecution,” and “ commends it to Search-
light readers as worthy of careful perusal.” It also repro-
duces an article on “ The Resurrection of Christ” written
some years ago by our old friend, Mr. J. W. de Caux, and
hopes its readers will make a special effort to bring it before
their Christian friends.

Mr. W. W. Collins’s now journal, tho Examiner, published
at Christchurch, New Zealand, is always welcome, but it
reaches us irregularly. The June number contains some
references to tlio late “ blasphemy ” prosecution. Mr.
Collins remarks that “ Mr. Foote, President of the English
National Secular Society, aud Editor of the Freethinker,
never does anything by halves. When he lent tho weight of
his powerful influence in the recent Boulter case, a marked
change was at once apparent in tho conduct of the prosecu-
tion.” It is also noted that “ Mr. Cohen, of the Freethinker
staff, has done valuable service in calling attention to the
manner in which tho London poor are exploited in tho name
of religion.” We are glad to see that Mr. Collins still
delivers Sunday evening Freethought lectures in the Choral
Hall to large audiences.

A member of the Edinburgh Branch would be pleased to
hear from a Freethinker in Dalkeith, or any other place near
Edinburgh, who could arrange for meetings at which Free-
thought lectures could bo delivered on Saturday evenings.
Communications can be addressed to the Edinburgh Branch
secretary, Rationalist Club, 12 Hill-square.

The Annual Excursion of the Newcastle Branch will be
held to-day (Sunday, August 2). Tho place chosen this
year is at Rowland’s Gill, where previous excursions havo
always been successful. Train leaves Newcastle Central
Station at 230. Tea has been arranged for at one shilling
per head (children half prico) at Mr. Penny’s house, “ Rose
Banks,” whoso grounds on the River Derwent will be thrown
open to tho members for tho day.

Mr. Foote meant to attend tho Peace Congress, in spito of
the dog-days, but on looking through tho official program he
was astonished and disgusted to find how much there was of
playing into the hands of the Churches. This sort of thing
is becoming an intolerable nuisance, and Mr. Foote dis-
countenances it by declining to put himself within its reach.
The only other course would bo to attend the Congress and
raise a protest, but that would lay him open to grievous
misrepresentation. The Humanitarian League has printed
several hundred copies of Mr. Foote's Shadow of the Sword
tor distribution at tho Congress. *“ President of tho National
Secular Society ” goes after his name, and below it the words
“ Reprinted from tho edition of 1896.” So the Congress
delegates will see that “ infidels ” were for peace before the
Churches took it up.
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God, the Czar, Tolstoy—and Another.

That the Christian farce is becoming daily more
contemptible and ludicrous must be apparent to the
most casually observant Freethinker. That it fails
to strike all but the most prosaical of Christians is
a source of endless wonder to the present writer.
One cannot take up a paper nowadays without being
confronted with some fresh evidence of the way in
which Christian principles and their advocates are
contributing to the gaiety of nations. Thus the fol-
lowing excerpt from the Daily Chronicle of July 20 is
a fair sample of what one may read or hear every
twenty-four hours with striking regularity :—

“ Tolstoy’'s great appeal in The Daily Chronicle pro-
voked a dramatic outburst by the Rev. Dr. Brook,
president of the National Council of the Evangelical
Free Churches, in the course of a sermon at Southport

yesterday.

The appeal, said Dr. Brook, was made to Christendom
by one of the greatest living men in word pictures. He
made the horrors live before them and demanded the
attention of the world to the judicial murders which
had been taking place in Russia on a wholesale scale for
nearly two years.

‘We cannot keep silence in answer to such an appeal,’
Dr. Brook declared. ‘The Tsar and his advisers will
themselves one day have to stand before the Judge of
all the Earth, and account for all the blood they have
unrighteously shed. We of the Free Churches, repre-
senting more than half the Christian community in
England, cannot but express our reprobation and abhor-
rence of the inhumanity which Tolstoy describes.

May the great King of Kings cause the smoulderiug
indignation of the civilised world to burst into flame
that shall penetrate the darkest places of Russian
bureaucracy and constrain the rulers to end the series
of futile and atrocious cruelties.””

That Freethinkers are familiar with these con-
stantly recurring appeals of Christian ministers to
“ the great King of Kings” goes without saying. Any-
one who so chooses may read them every Monday
morning for the trifling expenditure of one halfpenny.
That these appeals are barren of results needs very
little intelligence to perceive. The reason for this
it is not the object of the present writer to inquire
into in this article. It may be that the individual
prayers of the faithful reach their destination in a
decomposed and thoroughly unpalatable condition.
Or possibly the King of Kings is an indifferent lin-
guist. Maybe if some glorified “ Sutton & Co.” were
to come along and undertake the delivery of these
“ loquacities ” in parcels of 50,000, ready translated
into Yiddish, there might be some appreciable result
—if only in carriers’ share lists.

But to return to the purveyors of humor (Christian
variety). The Rev. Dr. Brook has perpetrated a
“ dramatic outburst” against the horrors of the
Holy Czar’s autocratic and Christian government,
and now the “ Nonconformist Conscience ” is recon-
ciled to the King’s visit to his royal nephew. *

Let us consider the nature of this “ outburst.” It
consists, | think, of a somewhat parrot-like repeti-
tion of the noble words of the greatest Christian in
all Russia, phis a lot of pious and sickly nonsense
about the certainty of the Czar and his co degene-
rates having, sooner or later, “ to stand before the
Judge of all the Earth.” What will happen when
that interesting event occurs we are left to conjec-
ture. But in the meantime Freethinkers may con-
stitute themselves judges of the conduct of the
Christian Czar and his handkerchief band of apostles.
For there is only one Judgment Day in the Free-
thinker’'s calendar: the day when the Christian
superstition, with all its concomitant evils, and its
accursed trinity of priestcraft, kingcraft, and state-
craft, shall stand arraigned in the dock, with Know-
ledge and Truth on the bench, and Science in the
witness-box. And when the blight of Christianity
takes its place among the limbo of explained pheno-
mena and discovered error there will be no czars to
mumble prayers to a humorous God, what time he
tortures and murders his subjects ; and no presidents
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of Evangelical Free Church Councils to bluster
humorous sermons to a humorous congregation upon
the Czar’s relations with “ the great King of Kings-
The cream of the joke, of course, is to be fonn
in the last paragraph of Dr. Brook’s rodomontade, in
which he expresses the pious hope that the King O
Kings may work some magic upon “ the smouldering
indignation of the civilised world.” Mere laymeD
unversed in the subtleties of the clerical mind, may
guestion the advisability of such a roundabout course
as that suggested by the rev. doctor for curing t
cancer of Russian misgovernment. Ha, ha! tha
where faith comes in—without which we are ~00t?,
to be damned. Besides, the respective merits of t
long tour and the short cut can only be fairly jug8®
if one happens to know whether God is paid by t
hour or by the job. If the former, then by all ®ea"
he is right in working upon the “ smouldering W*
nation ” of Cockney parsons. If the latter, ho inus
be a very indifferent workman. .
The humor of it! Here is an omniscient, °®n
present, omnipotent, and infallible God, who or j,
and watches over the destiny of mankind, coo y
looking down upon a tragedy of life and justice o~
surpassed in the annals of history, and making
sign that he is in any way displeased. A “
popinjay of a pareon comes along, and, doing
best to look as though he meant it, says, in a v°
quivering with home-made emotion : “ O thou gre ,,
all-ttuse, all-powerful, all-compassionate Father,
—not the holy Russian torturers to be stricken du
just as they are about to give an order for the kno >
not the arm of the flagellator to wither as he
the thong; and the hand of the executioner to r°”~ 0
he fumbles with “ the well-soaped noose”; Doti g
damping of the powder, the blunting of the sa
and the blinding of the eyes of the blood-intoxican
Cossacks in their wild-massacre-mission; n°*~ 2
petrifaction of the Czar and his camarilla of ~
Dukes and “ decorated” homicides ; in short,
any method of twice-one-are-two simplicity to ~
all-powerful and benevolent despot; but—* the o
dering indignation of the civilised world to b
into flame that shall penetrate the darkest P'aC0eCd
Russian bureaucracy and constrain the rulers to
the series of futile and atrocious cruelties.” B
| have said it is humorous; but it is also h Ja
Here is a Czar who is nothing more nor less tb »
low, common murderor; a man whom the late™ tjj.
Charles Peaco might bo ashamed to associate
His hands are soaked in the blood of innocent (.
women, and children. He is the bloodiest ni°
in Europe. Ho is also—a Christian| God's KrB”™ e
ambassador! He is murdering a nation. tN°.
mere scum, bear in mind, but the intellect o »
nation, side by side with the common thieve® *
murderers. The noblest men and women O
Russia are in her prisons, her fortresses—an " (r,
graves! And this man is a Christian. And ajj.
and less important, Christians pray ~°,atntbO
powerful, all-merciful Father—the Judge of a %,
Earth, the groat King of Kings—that he may
up the “ smouldering indignation ” of Pe°P °0 oOiy
governments who, in degrees of wickedness, aof
a little less vile. The humor and the tragedy”™
So much for the “ Little Father ” and tbo e0i;
adgo.” Space forbids me to deal with the ™ Ajfl
noble outburst of a great Man; that, | am & ' 90d
have been read by Freethinkers with tenderne fhe
reverence. All whose minds are attuned >
spirit of compassion will have road With Pity
indignation the long story of judicial murder 1  Of
unhappy and Christian country. “ The Plie , jjifl
the bloody faith ” have blessed the Czar a
methods of barbarism, and practically ev?nd wbat
nation has a skeleton in the cupboard. ~ t30HpBer
can Freethinkers do, anyway ? They can bu
over their helplessness, mournfully, and sadly m
with Christina Rossetti:—

Dooa the road wind uphill all the way 1

Yes ! to the very end ; o
Will the journey take the whole &&y 1° ©&
From morn to night, my friend.
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ut when, at last, night falls, obscuring as with a
Mantle the record of Christianity, the first dawn
a“ breaks thereafter will herald the advent of a
era, wherein superstition will be but a memory,
ana Progress the grand ideal.
It will be good to live in those days.

A. Aldwinckle.

Work of Freethinkers.

By De. J. E. Robeets,
Minister of the Church of This World, Kansas City, Mo.

is a fair question, and often asked—What have
reethinkers done? A question just as fair, and as

@& heard—What has Freethought yet to do?
whnat is its mission still ?

p it is essential to have a clear conception of what
Rethought is. In an important sense the term is
nique and distinctive. The name of any system of
ellgion or philosophy and its distinctiveness is at
Ge apparent. If one speaks of Brahmanism, the
ind recalls the oriental theories of the conflict
etween good and evil, between light and darkness

jjdthe ultimate absorption of the soul into Nirvana,

one speaks of Buddhism, the mind recalls the
e°ry of karma and reincarnation. Should one
y/slamism, the mind recalls that there is one god

bis name is Allah and Mahomet is his prophet.

0 ' 8ay Christian Science, and instantly you think
Eds ".~~ter is mortal error, mind is all,” and Mrs.
in f If one names orthodox Christianity, you
stantly think of an inspired Bible, the fall of man,

And v*car*OU8 atonement, and the crucified Christ.

a fio the name of each religious system of phiio-

jPoy impiiee a set of dogmas, a body of doctrines, a

ab]D a 80bomo, a theory, authoritative, unchange

p Gorigid, not open to question, not susceptiblo of

do f « no™ amenable to demonstration, a set of

~otrines which you must believe or accept. Free-

@e°uf>bt is a term implying no fixed dogmas, no set

°ctrine8, no scheme, no ultimate in the thinking
ftrraea’ » rather a method, a movement, a pro
ad38 a.mental attitude. It is intellectual modesty

i p-.~ticence. Here in this world, where mystery,

Ing and inscrutable, meets us at every step,
sparrow’s bill breaking through

Or shell is as inscrutable as the advent of a Socrates
ip a Christ, where the bursting bud and the spring-

Arpt™rass are as inoxplioable as the leading forth of
the Utls and bis son8, where the “ subtle spirit of
8Ab ?eason’s change” is no less veiled than the
ioflnencos of the Pleiades—here in this world,
jpe ,e WO Bee the picture but not the painter, move-
ejj , hut not force, products but not the producer,
tpy °ts hut not the cause—hero in this world of
rev G™ axl amazement, the Freethinker stands
e 'e*t, rapt, reticent, hopeful, eager, alort, open-
ljgj. ' silent, and unafraid. The orthodox is a
fait?v°r>the Freethinker an investigator. One has
qq and repose, the other has doubt and conflict.
depj~sptB the authority of dead men—the longer
aCc ax the more dead the better—the other
the the authority of living men—the more alive
all etter. One is beguiled by the past, the other
»e by the future. One has the dust of the
upon his lips, the other the light of the

m upon his brow.
Ereeti sNork of Columbus was assuredly that of a
Chur ,Inb6r, though Columbus was a Catholic. The
nOarlv fanght that the world was flat, and
far Gverybody believed it. They said if you went
TherQ°ugh yon would fall off. It was four-square.
tain8 Were fountains at the edges, and the moun
That SuPP°rted a crystalline dome or firmament.
ttearlvWa8 universal belief of the Church and
quifte 60 of the world. But Columbus was not
8ailorsBatrrfled with it. So be got together some
Ballgy ', . O took them from the prisons and the
Olps, because there were none, or but few,
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that were willing to risk the voyage, and the govern-
ment of Spain would liberate felons and criminals
and convicts if they would join the crew of this
adventurous sailor, and so he recruited his ships
from among the convicts. And there is another
interesting thing about that. One-fifth of them
were Jews. And that came about in this way:
The Jew was the man that the religioas government
of Spain hated and imprisoned when it didn't Kill
him. He was not in the prison as a criminal. He
was there as a victim of religious intolerance. He
suffered in the cause of liberty and Freethought.
Well, Columbus sailed ; sailed out and sailed on and
on, and be didn't fall off. It is said that when he
reached the new continent he knelt down upon the
sand and gave thanks to the Virgin Mary. That
may be true, or it may not. But what he did
accomplish was to turn upside down the Biblical
cosmogony, make the teachings of the Bible and of
the Church about the world an absurdity for all
time. Mary may continue as an object of adoration
world without end, but she could not qualify in a
district school as a teacher of geography. Columbus
did more than discover America. He discovered
Biblical criticism. He put up an incontestable fact
against an undemonstrated theory. He discovered
vastly more than he knew.

Under the teachings of religion the world was a
thing of miracle, and men lived in an age of credulity,
faith, and fear. Then there came a traveller, an
investigator, a thinker, a man that was not religious.
He was too busy in God’s world finding facts to tarry
at the altar of the priest worshiping phantoms, and
so he went up and down the world, across the seas,
into new continents, climbed mountains, descended
into mines open-eyed, eager, inquisitive. The world
to him was a problem to be solved, and when he had
finished the enormous labor of a loDg and toilful life,
Humboldt said, “ The universe is governed by law.”
Exit gods, exit spirits, ghosts, goblins, devils ; avaunt
fear, recede miracles. Man, the thinker, in a uni-
verse intelligent and sane, is now come into a new
and better kingdom. That was the work of Hum-
boldt. He was a student of the earth. And men
began to find out that plague and pestilence and
disease were not inflictions of Providence. They
came to look in the gutters and the stagnant pools
and filthy wells and noisome fens and bogs for the
cause of sickness and evil and suffering. Instead of
looking to the great God as the author of those
things, they commenced to look into their own
squalor and filthy surroundings and unsanitary con-
ditions. The world is governed by law. Man for
the first time stood free and unafraid in a world
that was intelligent and sane.

And then there was the great school of men at
whose head stand Kepplor and Galileo, who turned
their glasses upon the heavens and inquired about
the so-called firmament there, only space, illimitable,
vast, mapless, unthinkable, and worlds—worlds with-
out end. Then when men went on to teach that this
was the centre of God’s creation, and man was the
end and the aim of all Infinite creative activity, and
of so much moment in the sight of the Infinite that
one of the gods exiled himself from heaven and came
down here and died—when mon went on to teach
that, it began to seem absurd. Under the teaching
of astronomers and the explorers of the skies, this
world, instead of being the centre, and all the rest
of the universe waiting upon it like little torch-
bearers, became less than a grain of sand, a speck,
a mote in the sunbeam, and man, as compared with
the universe, infinitesimal, insignificant, puerile, and
small. It was astronomy that took the pride and
egotism out of the teachings of orthodoxy and made
its theories absurd.

Then there came later the modern school with
Darwin and his confreres at the head, studying the
world, the rocks, the deposits, the mysterious strata
of the earth’s crust, who came at last with their
conclusions that never have been challenged, that
the old world has been carried in the arms of space
for countless millions of years.



492 THE

Then there was another phase of the great move-
ment made by speculative thinkers. Spinoza stands
at the head of them. Bruno belongs to the same
school. They were idealists. They could see
enough to see, they could know enough to know
that the world is a great appearance, a phantasm,
that the real thing, the substance, the essence, the
reality, is something veiled. We see the shadow
but not the substance. If there is a God, then

he is in all the material frame of things ; but
what we see is but the flowing robe of the in-
visible, but the adumbration of the infinite. It

was Pantheism. That was the doctrine of Spinoza,
and it was the doctrine of Bruno, and it is the
doctrine that modern thinking seems to be trending
towards.

Now came the work that helped on Freethought.
Men commenced to go to these places. Commerce
and emigration tended to popularise the discovery
of Columbus. The Church sat back in its easy-
chair and said : “ Why, there are not any people on
the other side of the world, even if it is round.”
The Church dies hard, and hangs on to its dogmas
as long as it can. They proved from the Bible there
were no people on the other side of the world. It
was as clear as crystal. “ Why,” they said, “ the
Bible says Christ is to come pretty soon,” and
“ everybody will see him, because the Bible declares
they will see him.” Now, if there were any people
on the other side of the world, they couldn’'t see
him when he came. But the people said, “ The
Church notwithstanding, we will go to the other
side of the world and cultivate our fields, and if
Christ wants to see us when he comes he can come
on that side, too.” It was emigration and com-
merce and the needs of the human world that
popularised the great discovery. And on the side
of the intellectual, in the thought-life of the world,
there was the incomparable champion of men,
Voltaire, and the sweet and deathless singer of
immortal song, Robert Burns. Nobody, unless it
was a Scotchman, could have gone to church and
remained solemn if he recalled Holy Willie’s Prayer.
And not long after him there came the beautiful,
gifted, erratic, many-sided, sad-souled Shelley, sing-
ing the songs of Freethought, the hope of human
brotherhood. Later, and in our own time, one of
the greatest influences for popularising Freethought
was a minister of whom it was said by a great orator
that a greater preacher never stood within the pulpit’'s
narrow curve. That man was Henry Ward Beecher.
I remember, when | was a boy, to have had a very
pious relative, a devout Presbyterian, and the time
was early in Beecher’s career at Brooklyn. Nearly
all of the orthodox people swore by Beecher. It
happened that he commenced to write a serial story
for the New York Ledger. Now, the New York Ledger
was looked down upon and condemned by all really
good, pious church members, because it printed
novels. In those days novels were wrong; they
were just falsehood, and it was a waste of God’'s
time to read novels, and so this pious relative of
mine, because Beecher wrote a story, subscribed for
the New York Ledger. Every week when it came
she would take her holy scissors and cut out the
Beecher story, and burn up the rest of the paper.
Well, time went on, and Mr. Beecher grew more
and more liberal, more and more free, more and
more fearless, and then the orthodox people began
to doubt, to hesitate, to murmur, then openly to
condemn, but still he went on broadening and
brightening and enlarging, until finally he got so
bad that when tho Ledger came to the pious relative
she took the same scissors and cut out the Beecher
contribution and burned it up, and kept the Ledger.
But there he stood, too big, too vast in his intel-
lectual proportions, too rich and prodigal and
tropical in the wealth and wonder of his great
heart to be held within the confines of any pulpit,
or any creed, or any church. Hundreds and hun-
dreds of ministers and churches felt the influence of
that great man like the influence of a day in
June, and the frost and snow of their orthodoxy
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began to thaw and melt and dissolve, and bOO
and there a patch of green or a crocus or a violet
appeared to tell that even in the heart of that
cold, arctic creed there may be the bud and blossom
of spring.

Then there came another emancipator, master o
them all, king of the platform, the incomparable
Ingersoll. It needs always to be borne in mind tha
that man was not a discoverer, not a bringer of _nOV
truth, not the writer of great and unthought things-
He was the very opposite of that. He came at a
time when hundreds and thousands of American
people were feeling and thinking thoughts an
sentiments they dared not speak. Men had been
taught for many generations that to question the
Bible was to invite a stroke from God’s elenebe
fist. Men had been taught for hundreds of years
that to deny or doubt the existence of God was to
invite a flash of death from out the sky. Men con
not believe in the atrocities pictured in the o
Mosaic records, hut dared not say so. Then there
came a man fearless of men or gods, indifferen
to criticism, unstayed by opposition or re”™Y6
a man with lips of fire, a heart of June, ~
put into matchless beauty of immortal speech t
best that the best of the world had ever thong
and felt. .t

But let no one think that the work of Freethoug
has been accomplished by men without paying *
price. This world has a reward for its progresO®
men, for its leaders. It has paid them all substa
tially in the same coin. For Jesus, a Radical ana
Freethinker, it had the cross and the soldier’s spea’
For Socrates, a thinker and Radical, it had the hO
lock. For Bruno it had the fagots and the death
fire. For Galileo it had the twelve years of 1
prisonment, until the old man, grown deaf and sig
less, pressed in vain his white wan face against
prison bars and asked only tho boon of death,
had for Keppler, the greatest, because the first
coverer in the mystery of planetary laws, 8PP &
sion, threat, fear, so that the old disheartened @D
kept for nineteen years the manuscript of his nJ
vellous discovery, and never gave it to the
until he felt the approach of death, and knew th®
a moment he would be beyond—forever beyond™
cruel clutch of a persecuting, tyrannical Cbu”ot
For Voltaire it had opposition and infamy-
Thomas Paine, the man of our own land, on
the master-builders of American Independencm
Thomas Paine it had, and it still has, pious h° ~aJ
holy slanders. Perhaps Ingersoll was the only jjis
that lived to conquer, by tho resistless i?roen able
genius, the opposition of the Church, and wa® vy
to die at last with the slanderous lips of ortho
closed in decency and respect.

What has Freethought yet to do? There |®
uue thing that Freethinkers ask of the , T
Church—just one—and they will keep asking”g
that request is granted, either voluntary or "0
legal compulsion—there is just one thing tma ijie

qE) s

Freethinkers ask of the church of every ay

Catholio and Protestant—just one thing, tba

taxes as honest men pay. , JS tO
One of the positive works of Freethougn

enhearten men that have boon emancipate ot

the Church, to appeal to them from the vI° ~ of
that it is cowardly to selfishly enjoy the “aOjty
other men’s toils without using the new °PPO0O”joO of
for a better progress and the further emancip

the human world. A part of the work yet "° rOX(] by
is to persuade men that the universe is S°vevjdefldd

law, that if we have given up a belief inJ  minlCf’
and an interfering God and a reliance upon * jjjfl
we have at least reached the conviction ,n iotelH'

good men desire is a possible result from a ~ kftt
gent apprehension and application of the a j™ppi"
are moving about us all the time. Seal ”~00™ab
ness, prosperity, morality, progress, civihOa wOrk ot
of these—none of them are accidents °rt aS pi00
caprice. They come, and they always ~ ~ 'mindeO»
are intelligent, industrious, devoted, h’'8
clean-hearted, and sincere.
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Correspondence.

BYRON AND CHRISTIANITY.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER."

I notice that in yonr “ World of Books ” you quote
1h approval a passage from an article in the Humane
«Mew, wherein Lord Byron is classed as a “ sceptic.” |

not quite know what a sceptic means, but, as the word
jPpears to be used in contradistinction to a Christian, may
Point out that Byron explicitly avowed his adhesion to the
1829 ¢éaN * |n Aletter to Moore, dated the 8th March,
A he says, in defending his Cain: “ 1 do assure you that
gatn a very good Christian.” In an earlier letter to the

e B correspondent, dated March 4, he declares: “1 am no
c f.my *° religion, but the contrary. As a proof, | am edu-
my natural daughter a strict Catholic....... I incline

Jj , Very much to the Catholic doctrines.” In the same
haver “ e says of Shelley: “ With his speculative opinions |
den6 .~ '“g *n common, nor desire to have.” If more evi-
Vetce'8 °ee”ed | will call Shelley himself—assuredly no
g y willing witness. “ Pray assure him,” he writes to
jetrace Smith, on April 11, 1822. in reference to the same
-of Moore's to which the above relates, “ that | have
r £ smallest influence over Lord Byron in this particular
¢r '810n]’ an<l if I had | certainly should employ it to
Wi-'v . from his great mind the delusions of Christianity,
°h, in spite of his reason, seem perpetually to recur.”
@ yro? had an irrepressible sense of humor and a fine
Hot ba*'veneS8 which delighted in shocking people, but | do
do *etQember any passage in his works where the religious
hvn 16 .°~ Christianity, as distinct from the follies and
mw°rl8es °f religious people, are assailed. | fancy you

W itw lu ron’ . .
Cer awhe %tﬁgr names in the list you quote | am not con-
Bouhti " nof'ce that Darwin and Huxley are included.

Oons.; ess these two great men taught “ fondness of and
Chri téra*'On f°r o-riimals,” as, | suppose, all sane men,

that Or Pa8an, always have done. But | may remark
D°th Were rtaffindfirs nf VivisAi*f.inn.
Cecil Chesterton.
it Warwick-gardens, Kensington, W.
July 21, 1908.
A Heart’s Cry.
BY

1M The Dead, Friendship and Other Poems, by Litchfield Woods.
Glasgow : Frederick W. Wilson & Co.).
sime was, dim years of numbing pain
Ago, oh God, thou wast my staff,
Ah. fragile staff, that broke in twain
Neath the drunkard's curse and tho harlot’s laugh,
When tho ways of the world | stumbling trod;
I hose shuddering ways with horror fraught,
| asked ye for little and ye gave me naught,
was it right, was it just, oh God ?

Thou art mighty, Lord, thou art swift to save,
Thou could'st with a breath the clouds disperse.”
| tremblod, my fainting heart misgave,

Tho harlot’s laugh and the drunkard’s curse
“®°te mo, oh Lord, with a dreadful rod.

Qagony of mind | peace besought,
| asked yo for little and ye gavo me naught,
was it right, was it just, oh God ?

| threw out my hands in yoarning keon,

"md blindly groped in a voiceless void,

f:0 hand was stretched from the vast unscon,
~o angel wings my form upbuoyod,

Wnd it fell back to earth a writhing clod.
jrbrd, gaze on tho ruin thy hand has wrought,
asked yo for little and yo gavo me naught,

as it right, was it just, oh God ?

The hand that soothes is the hand that soars,
I j *PS that bloss can also curse ;
coked through a mist of blinding tears
i,j he work of thy hands, thy universe.
Lord, thou could’st save but by a nod,”
ii w'fh desolate woo distraught;
asked ye for little and ye gave me naught,
as right, was it just, oh God ?"

. Mothto = CHEERING.

B\V—y si k a Very low voice) : “ Tommy, your grandfather
ahit?” CI' Can't you say something nico to cheer him up

te hz an earnest voice): “ Grandfather, wouldn’t you

6 s°ldiers at yonr funeral ?”

THE FREETHINKER

493

Sleep Enough.

{A farmer’sidea of everlasting bliss in the world to come.)

Oh, | hate this gitten’ up, gitten’ up, gitten’ up—
Oh, | hate this gitten’ up wus'n dirt 1

| would like to lie in bed till the evenin’ sun was red,
And if folks would think me dead ‘twouldn’t hurt.

I've been a gitten’ up, gitten’ up, gitten’ up,

I've been a gitten’ up, forty year,

Since | used to live at hum, and my father used to come,
With his finger and his thumb on my ear.

I've been a gitten’ up, as I'm bound, as | 'm bound,

For | reckernise the fact, as | 'm bound.

Gitten’ up before the fowls, with my eyes like hooter owls,
When the voice of duty yowls, “ Hustle round !”

And I've hustled round an’ sparred, an’ hustled round! an’
hustled round |

And |'ve scratched and fit, and tore, and hustled round,

Till 1'd like to take a berth in the cemetery earth,

And just sleep for all 1'm worth under ground.

I will lead a righteous life! righteous life! righteous life!

I will lead a righteous life if | bust!

An’ when Gabriel sounds his trump, startin’ sinners on the
jump,

I'll wait the final dump full of trust.

I will go to Angel Gabe, Angel Gabe, Angel Gabe,

I will go to Angel Gabe an’ I'll say,

“ Don’t you go for to salute! I'm a common kind o’ coot!

Just a ornery galoot, plain as hay !

“You don't need to make no show! make no show! make
no show!

You don’t need to put on style, not for me 1

I don’'t want no harp or crown, nor no shinin’ golden gown,

For my taste is all low down, like | be.

You just put me anywheres ! anywheres ! anywheres !
So 'tis somewheres | can sleep, sleep to stay!

Any shakedown you kin fix, where ’tis alius half-past six,
Where it gits to that an’ sticks all the day.

An’ jest send a nigger kid, nigger kid, nigger kid—

(If there’'s colored Angels here, as | 'sposo)—

Send him twice a day to shake at my shoulder till I wake,
And bid me make a break for my clothes.

Then I'll sort o’ groan and yawn, groan and yawn, groan
and yawn,
And I''ll roll upon my back half a turn!

Then remember pretty soon, reckernise tho octeroon,
And just tell that angel coon, 1You be durn I’

Then I''ll bear him crawl away, crawl away! crawl away!
An’ he'll tell mo as he goes, ‘ Don’t you stir 1’
Then, I''ll snuggle down just so,

Where 'tis sleepy warm below,
An’ a-murmurin' as | go, 1Thank you, Sir."”
— Truthseeher (New York).

WHAT ARE THE WILD WAVES SAYING ?

It is very hard that young children should bo pursued in
their holidays and hunted out of seaside resorts by religious
cranks, whose ideas of “ God ” would disgrace a North
American Indian. Evory year sees a migration of the
bettor-class English parents to Continental watering-places,
simply on account of so many English seaside resorts being
postered with these howling dervishes, who snivel and
whino on our sands, and seem to take a delight in being
miserable, and whoso object in life is to convert our bright-
faced, laughing youngsters into sullen-faced little prigs.
There is sometimes a pathetic sequel to the teaching of
these ignorant open-air preachers. A delicate, sensitive
child of our acquaintance had a most horrible nightmare
after listening to ono of these savages, and hearing some
nonsense about a monster, to whom the preacher gave the
name of “ God,” who was to burn the children in “ hell ”
for their childish faults. That way lies madness, as every
doctor knows. Freethinkers should at least see that their
children are not contaminated by contact with the savagery
of the “ religion of love.” M.

ICONOCLASTS’ CRICKET CLUB SEVENTH MATCH
V. HANOVER CRICKET CLUB (RETURN).
Prlayed on our ground on Sunday, 26th inst. Result:—
Hanover won by 41 runs. Our bowling and fielding were
excellent, but all our best batsmen failed in unaccountable
manner, and the whole side was dismissed for 42. There

were again many spectators.
H. E. Voigt, Captainl. C. C.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, etc.

Notices of Lectnres, etc., mast reach as by first post on Tuesday
and be marked “ Leotare Notice,” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
Outdoor.
Bethnal Green Branch N. S.S.: Victoria Park (near the
Fountain), 3.15 and 6.15, G. Cohen.
Camberwell Branch N. S. S.: Station-road, 11.30, Guy A.
Aldred. Brockwell Park, 3.15 and 6.15, Guy A. Aldred.
Kingsland Branch N. S. S.: Ridley-road, 11.30, J. W. Marshall
“ Christian Iconography.”
North London Branch N. S. S.: Parliament Hill, 3.30, w. J.

Ramsey.
West Ham Branch N. S. S.: Outside Maryland Point Station,

Stratford, 7, W. J. Ramsey.
W est L ondon Branch N. S. S. : Hyde Park (near Marble Arch)

11.30, a Lecture.
W oolwich Branch N. S. S.: Beresford-square, 11.30, a Lecture.

COUNTRY.

E dinburgh BranchN. S. S. (Rationalists’ Club, 12 Hill-square):
Thursdays, at 8.15, meets for discussion.

Outdoor.

Burt: Fair Ground, Tuesday,
McLennan, a Lecture.

E dinburgh Branch N. S. S.: The Meadows, 2.30, a Lecture ;
The Mound, 6.30, a Lecture.

Liverpool Branch N. 8. 8. : Corner of Shiel-road and Boaler-
street, Sunday, August 2, Sidney Wollen, 3, “ Hell and its In

August 4, at 7.30, Mr.

habitance 7, “ An Exposure of the Clergy.”
H. S. Wishart's L ectures.
L eeds : Friday, July 31, Town Hall Square, at 7.30, “ Woman

and the Curse of Christism.”

Wigan: Sunday, August 2, Market Steps, at 11, “ Evolution
and Life 3, “ Christism and Slavery 7, “ Secularism the
Only Morality.”

Bolton: Monday, August 3, Town Hall
“ Slavery and Christianity.”

Nelson : Tuesday, August 4, Secondary School Ground, at
7.30, “ Thomas Paine, Hero and Pioneer.”

Burnley: Wednesday, August 5, Market, at 7.30, “ Useless
Christianity.”

Rochdale : Thursday, August 6, Town Hall Square, at 7.30,
“ Faith and Disease, Faith and Poverty, and the Salvation Army.”

Square, at 7.30,

TRUE MORALITY!

Or, The Theory and Practice of Neo-Malthnsianism,
7S, | BELIEVI,

THE BEST BOOK

OR this subject.

8uper/ine Large-paper Edition, 176 pages, with Portrait and Auto-
graph, hound in cloth, gilt-lettered, pott free It. a copy.

In order that It may have a large oiroulatlon, and to bring it
within the reach of the poor, | have issued
A POPULAR EDITION IN PAPER COVERS.

A copy of this edition post free for 2d. A dozen oopies, for dis-
tribution, post free for one shilling.

The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, says: " Mr.
Holmes's pamphlet...... is an almost unexceptional statement
of the Neo-Malthusianism theory and practice...... and through-
out appeals to moral feeling...... The special value of Mr.
Holmos's service to the Neo-Malthusian oause and to human
well-being generally is just his combination in his pamphlet
of a plain statement of the physical and moral need for family
limitation, with a plain aooount of the means by whioh it can be
secared, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the
lowest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr.
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very high terms.

Ordert should be sent to the author,

J. R HOLMES, EAST HANNEY, WANTAGE.

WO SECULAR BURIAL SERVICES. By

Annie Beaant and Austin Holyoake. Large type, good

paper. Price by post I$d., from the N. S. S. Secretary, 2 New-
caatle-street, E.C.

H. S. WISHART, Freethought Advocate,

Lectures, Debates, or Missions on behalf of Mental
Freedom and Social Happiness.

Harehill, Leeds.

For dates, etc., write.—22 Sandhurst-avenue,

NATURAL GENESIS, by Gerald Massey;
\]_ vols., imp. 8vo. ; London, 1883 ; Williams & Norgate.
Good condition. Price 15s.—Secretary N. S. S., 2 Newcastle-
street, Farringdon-steeet, E.C.
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“The Churches and
Modern Thought.

ONE OF THE

MOST REMARKABLE BOOKS

recently published can now be obtained at the
Freethinker office.

Price 3s. 6d. net, by post 4d. extra-

Cheap Edition Is. net—same postage.

Mr. A. W. Benn, author of The History of English Ratio«“
in the Nineteenth Century, says:—* Happening to dip into the
page, | found myself insensibly drawn along, and so continu >
devoting to it the few half-hours at my disposal for recre*
reading, without missing a word, until | had reached, with reg -
the last page.”
A précis of the contents and a selection oj over 100 Press opinions wil

be supplied on receipt of a half-penny stamp to cover postage.

EDITION

A NEW (THE THIRD)

OF

FROM FICTION TO FACT.
By F. BONTE.

(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)

REVISED AND ENLARGED.
SHOULD BE SCATTERED BROADCAST.

SIXTY-FOUR PAGES.

PRICE ONE PENNY.

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street,’ B-c-

THE

MARTYRDOM OF HYPATIA;

OR, THE

death of the CLASSICAL WOBDD*

An Address delivered at Chicago by
M. M. MANGASARIAN-

Will bo forwarded, post free, for
THREE HALFPENCE.

E.C-
Tna Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-strceJ

PAMPHLETS by C. COHEN-

Foreign Missions, their Dangers and gj,
Delusions

Full of facts and figures. 6d-
An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics
Principles of ethics, based on the doctrine of Evolutu»t
Evolution and Christianity — e o,

Socialism, Atheism, and Christianitye *
Christianity and Social Ethics

Pain and Providence ...

street.
Tbe Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastlo-street, Farringdon

AN, with knowledge of General
M seeks Situation as Caretaker or Place ,° xcelleot re »
capacity ; willing to give security ; sixteen years j?teethiO*e '
ence ; married ; thirty-one years old ; one child , jj.C.
W. B., c/o The Secretary N. 8. 8., 2 Newcastle-stree ,
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THE SECULAR SOCIETY,
LIMITED)
Company Limited by Guarantee.
BegUtered Office—2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, B.O.
Ohairman of Board of Directort—Ms. G, W. FOOTE.

Secretary—H. M.

w
4*w BoMsiy Was totaled in 1898 to afford 16gBl soourisy to lhe
Tb Tuh anc* Application of fnndB for Seoular purposes.

Ob' i em°ran™um °f Association seta forth that the Society’s
iho m8 818 :— Promote tbo principle that human oonduct
aatn i ”"a3a® upon natural knowledge, and not upon super-

end ? ~ollef, an4 that human welfare in this world is the proper
jo °* thought and aotion. To promote freedom of inquiry.
DI(P'°*m°te universal Seoular Education. To promote the com-
[aw0 OOoularisation of the State, eto., eto. And to do all such
hobl  things as are oonduoive to such objeots. Also to have,
or h’ re°Oive>and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised,
ib,Del ueath®d by any person, and to employ the same for any of
,h®Proses of the Society.

she M Ability °f members is limited to 21, in oaBe the Sooiety
Uahni  6Ver hO woan” nP and the assets were insufficient to cover

lities—a moat unlikely contingency.
. “umbOrs pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsegneni
Jjjy subscription of five shillings,
lar 8 Sooiety baa a considerable number of members, but a mnob

, @ number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be
s ned amongst those who read this announcement. All who join

i.»ioipate in the oontrol of its business and the trusteeship of
bon %/001008. 1* i0 expressly provided in the Articles of Associa-
te S no member, as suoh, shall derive any sort of profit from
an,Boo,oty- either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or Id
whatever.

Dire i “Piety's affairs are managed by an eleoted Board of
Wei 0r8 O0Onaisting of not less than five and not more than

Ve members, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) eaoh year,

VANCE (Miss).

but are capable of re-election. An Annual General Meeting of
members must be held in London, to reoeive the Report, elect
new Directors, and transact any other business that may arise.

Being a duly registered body, the Seoular Sooiety, Limited,
oan reoeive donations and bequests with absolute security.
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to make
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society's favor in their
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension.
It is quite impossible to Bet aside such bequests. The executors
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary course of
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in
connection with any of the willB by which the Society has
already been benefited.

The Society's solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battoock 23
Rood-lane, Fenchuroh-street, London, E.O.

A Form of Bequett.—The following is a sufficient fc-rm of
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators :—“ | give and
"bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited, the sum of £----—-
"free from Logaoy Duty, and | direot that a reoeipt signed by
"two members of the Board of the said Society and the Secretary
" thereof shall be a good discharge to my ExeoutorB for the
" said Legaoy."

Friends of the Sooiety who have remembered it in their wills,
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary cf
the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will
(if desired) treat it as striotly confidential. This is not necessary,
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, and
their contents have to be established by competent testimony.

Under the Ban of the London County Council.
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WORKS BY G. W. FOOTE.

ATHEISM AND MORALITY 2d., postid.

BIBLE HANDBOOK FOR FREETHINKERS AND IN-
QUIRING CHRISTIANS. A new edition, revised and
handsomely printed. Cheap edition, paper cover, Is. 6d.;
cloth 2s. 6d., post 2%d.

BIBLE ROMANCES. Popular edition, with Portrait, paper
6d., post 2}d. Superior edition (160 pages), cloth 2s.,
post 2J3d.

CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS. Second and cheaper
edition. Recommended by Mr. Robert Blatchford in God
and My Neighbor. Id., post Jd.

CHRISTIANITY AND SECULARISM.
Debate with the Rev. Dr. James McCann.
cloth Is. 6d., post 2d.

CRIMES OF CHRISTIANITY. Hundreds of references are
given to standard authorities. No pains have been spared to
make the work a complete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable
Indictment of Christianity. The Tree is judged by its
Fruit. Cloth (214 pp.), 2s. 6d., post 3d.

COMIC SERMONS AND OTHER FANTASIAS.

DARWIN ON GOD. Containing all the passages in the works
of Darwin bearing on the subject of religion. 6d., post Id.

DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH. Three hours’ Address to the
Jury before Lord Coleridge. With Special Preface and
many Footnotes. 4d., post Id.

DROPPING THE DEVIL: and Other Free Church Per-
formances. 2d., post Id.

FLOWERS OF FREETHOUGHT.

Four Nights' Public
Paper, Is. ;

8d., post Id.

First Series, cloth, 2s. 6d.,

post 3d. Second Series, cloth 2s. 6d., post 3d.
GOD SAVE THE KING. An English Republican's Coronation
Notes. 2d., post id.

HALL OF SCIENCE LIBEL CASE, with Full and True

Account of the “ Leeds Orgies.” 3d., post Id.

INFIDEL DEATH-BEDS. Second edition, much enlarged.
8d., post la. Superfine paper in cloth, Is. 3d., post Ijd.

INTERVIEW WITH THE DEVIL. 2d., postJd.

IS SOCIALISM SOUND? Four Nights' Publio Debate with
Annie Besant. Is., post I£d. ; doth, 2s., post 2Jd.

INGERSOLLISM DEFENDED AGAINST ARCHDEACON

FARRAR. 2d., postid.
JOHN MORLEY AS A FREETHINKER. 2d., postid.
LETTERS TO THE CLERGY. (128pp.). Is., post 2d.
LETTERS TO JESUS CHRIST. 4d, postid.

LIE IN FIVE CHAPTERS ; or, Hugh Price Hughes' Con-
verted Atheist. Id., post id.
MRS. BESANT'S THEOSOPHY. A Candid Critioism.

2d., post id.

WORKS BY COLONEL

A CHRISTIAN CATECHISM. One of the most useful and

brilliant of Colonel Ingersoll's pamphlets. 6d., post Id.
ART AND MORALITY. 2d., postid.
A WOODEN GOD. Id., postid.
CREEDS AND SPIRITUALITY. Id., postid.
CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 3d., postid
DEFENCE OF FREETHOUGHT. Five Hours' Address to

the Jury at the Trial for Blasphemy of C. B. Reynolds. 4d.,
post id.

DO | BLASPHEME ? 2d., post id.

ERNEST RENAN. 2d., postid.

FAITH AND FACT. Reply to Rev. Dr. Field. 2d., post id.

GOD AND THE STATE. 2d., post id.

HOUSE OF DEATH. Being Funeral Orations and Addresses
on various occasions. Is., post 2d.

INGERSOLL'S ADVICE TO PARENTS. Keep Children out
of Church and Sunday-school, Id.

LAST WORDS ON SUICIDE. 2d., postid.

LECTURES. Popular Edition. Paper covers, 6d., post Id.

LIVE TOPICS. Id., postid.

MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE.
post id.

MYTH AND MIRACLE.

ORATION ON LINCOLN.

ORATION ON THE GODS.

ORATION ON VOLTAIRE.

ORATION ON WALT WHITMAN.

REAL BLASPHEMY. Id., postid.

An Agnostic’s View. 2d.
Id., post id.
3d., post id.
6d., post Id.
3d., post id.
3d., post Id.
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MY RESURRECTION. A Missing Chapter from the Gospel

of Matthew. 2d., post id.

PECULIAR PEOPLE. An Open Letter to Mr. Justice Wills-
Id., post id.

PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM. 3d., postid.

REMINISCENCES OF CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 6d’
post Id.

ROME OR ATHEISM? The Great Alternative. 3d., post | d-

ROYAL PAUPERS. Showing what Royalty does for™ the
People and what the People do for Royalty. 2d., post ia-

SALVATION SYRUP; or, Light on Darkest England. A
Reply to General Booth. 2d., post id.

SECULARISM AND THEOSOPHY.
Besant. 2d., post id.

THE BOOK OF GOD, in the Light of the Higher Criticis®]
With Special Reference to Dean Farrar’s Apology.
Is.; cloth, 2s., post 2d.

THE GRAND OLD BOOK. A Reply to the Grand
An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladsto
Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture. Is.; bound in O
is. 6d., post lid.

A Rejoinder to Mrs-

THE BIBLE GOD. 2d., postid.

THE ATHEIST SHOEMAKER and the Rev. Hugh P16
Hughes. Id., post id.

THE IMPOSSIBLE CREED. An Open Letter to Bisb°P
Magee on the Sermon on the Mount. 2d., post id.

THE SIGN OF THE CROSS. A Candid Critioism of Mr'

6d., post lid.
A Story. Id., postid.

Publio Debate between G. Wj
Verbatim Report, to

Wilson Barret’'s Play.
THE DYING ATHEIST.

THEISM OR ATHEISM?
Foote and the Rev. W. T. Lee.

by both Disputants. Well printed and neatly o
Is., post lid.

THE NEW CAGLIOSTRO. An Open Letter to Mad®
Blavatsky. 2d., post id.

THE JEWISH LIFE OF CHRIST. Being the Sepher
Jethu, or Book of the Generation of Jesus. Edited.”®
Historical Preface and Voluminous Notes, by G. W.
and J. M. Wheeler. 6d., post Id. s

THE PASSING OF JESUS. The Last Adventures of
First Messiah. 2d., post id. L.

WAS JESUS INSANE ? A Searching Inquiry into the Men
Condition of the Prophet of Nazareth. Id., post id.

WHAT IS AGNOSTICISM? With Observations on
Bradlaugh, and Ingersoll, and a Reply to George
Holyoake ; also a Defence of Atheism. 3d., post i<*.

WHO WAS THE FATHER OF JESUS? 2d., post Jd-

WILL CHRIST SAVE US? 6d.. post Id.

Jie

INGERSOLL.

REPLY TO GLADSTONE. With a Biography by

J. M. Wheeler. 4d., post Id. ii3.,

ROME OR REASON ? A Reply to Cardinal Manning-
post Id.

SHAKESPEARE. 6d., post Id.

SKULLS. 2d., post id.

SOCIAL SALVATION. 2d., postid. ftper,

SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES. 136 pp. onsope”™~pjete
cloth 2s. 6d., pose 3d. ; paper Is., post lid. <9n jtSOn®°*
edition in England. Accurate as Colenso and as
as anovel. Abridged Edition, 16 pp. Id., posti*“.

SUPERSTITION. 6d., post Id.

TAKE A ROAD OF YOUR OWN. Id., postid.

THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 3d., postid.

THE COMING CIVILISATION. 3d., postid.

THE DEVIL. 6d., post Id.

THE DYING CREED. 2d., post id.

THE GHOSTS. Superior Edition, 3d., post id

THE HOLY BIBLE. 6d., post Id.

THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH. 2d., postid. itb th®

THE LIMITS OF TOLERATION. A Discussion tjd-

Hon. F. D. Coudert and Gov. S. L. Woodford. o
THE THREE PHILANTHROPISTS. 2d., post 14 'heatate-
WHAT IS RELIGION? Colonel Ingersoll's Last

2d., post id. .,
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 2d., post4

WHY AM | AN AGNOSTIC? 2d., postid.
N/\/\
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