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n°t who it is which speakcth, but weigh only
vhat *>spoken.—Hooker.

The Repaganisation of Rome.

Renter telegram appeared in Monday
Ing a newspapers:—

“ Rome, July 11.
v, Municipal Council yesterday decided by 57
es to 3 to abolish all religions teaching in elemen-
taiy schools.”

trilg“lrﬂ,18 a wonderfully fine piece of news. The
~ hn .°* Secular Education at Rome will cheer
Men ear”8 °f Freethinkers in every part of the world.
Anjeri*10 . Wom@&n will read of it in Europe, in
in q. ?a»In Africa, in Australia—and even in India,
(Feat & and *n ~aPan—an(J rejoice over another
the v8teP towards the intellectual emancipation of
other n?.an raco- For the Eternal City is not as

It haRCltle8 . The first name in the world is Rome.

might; 1. of its own. It was the centre of the
theeo * ~ mP*re in nil history. It was afterwards
at theO™ 6 m,8t»tiest Church on earth. It is

of 8uVory heart of Christendom, in the very citadel
Nictorverstiti°n, that reason has won this signal

Nieeth ~Gare aS° | was present at the International
ficent °u™ It Congress in Rome. It was a magni-
al] part“thering of representative Freethinkers from
Preeth ~t was a demonstration that
ivag a°~8ht is as international as Christianity. It
kighAc;- al’enge to the Christian religion at the
Tjje p80at of its authority.

He Cg), °P° denounced that Congress as an outrage.
@°0 thed U~°D N a*an government, he called
he wholo civilised world, to note how grossly
him aHf?8aJted. Rome was his city; it belonged to
*Qva8ion )G *10ad

the Catholic Church. Its
®acriio,, thousands of “ infidels” was an act of

could dn ooold not repel the invasion, but he
closed 8Uhed in the Vatican. Ho
this n, a” historic building for several days. By

prevented the Freethinkers from

~rea8ure8 of art there ; which are mostly
°m the higher civilisation which Chris-

~eAvitirft?8
“egacies f
tianiu j
They i €8tr’yed-
aQd lenf-lan government welcomed the Congress
ePhatwa ~ a ~no poblic building for its sittings.
~Od Dg 8 a’*the notice taken of the Pope’s hysterics.
?pal Co ' af"Gr the lapse of a few years, the Muni-
*8 a* te ff of Rome, by a majority so everwhelm-
ed r ,rJ Practically unanimous, has resolved to
j >gion out of the public sohools. It is

fkltgogfv'i’t‘ﬂgwbip@.ig 8F time brings in its revenges !
100 tootsf greatest of men, in whose plays resound
~°rld j £,eP8 and the voices of the masters of the
~5aad 'ace 6, 8tcady tramp of Roman legions, the
j &om&n f ~ omao orators, the imperial tones

j now visihi e8men’ All the glory that was Rome
ruina bly represented by colossal and astonish-
c’acepti0 whicb enable the spectator to form a

1.408  Oi 8Qperiority of those Who “ reigned
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before religion made men mad.” Pagan Rome was
succeeded by Christian Rome. A total and dis-
graceful change came over the scene. The vast and
fascinating city dwindled into a narrow home of
filth and misery. And no less complete was the
intellectual change. The city that never had a law
against freedom of thought became the haunt of
bigotry and fanaticism. The city of philosophers
became the city of priests. But another change is
now taking place, and philosophy is reasserting
itself in the paganisation of Rome.

Two hundred and seventy-five years ago—it was
on June 22, 1633—Galileo was led before his judges
and a large assembly of cardinals and prelates to
listen to his condemnation and sentence by the
Holy Congregation of Rome. His crime was teach-
ing that the earth went round the sun. This was
declared to be a damnable heresy. He was com-
mitted to prison for an indeterminate period.
Before going off to his doom he was forced on
his knees and compelled to recant his abominable
opinions. He was a feeble old man, and he denied
what he knew was the truth. He affirmed that the
earth did not move. Yet it is said that as he rose
from his knees he muttered between his teeth,
“ And yet it docs move." Yes, it does move; and
the Pope and all His Holiness’'s friends cannot stop
it from going round—or themselves from going
round with it. Neither can they arrest the move-
ment of the intellectual world. Witness this reso-
lution of the Roman Municipal Council.

Some years before Galileo expiated the crime of
thinking, a still darker scene of superstition was
enacted at Rome. It was on February 17, 1600.
After seven years of solitary imprisonment, Giordano
Bruno was burnt to death on the Field of Flowers.
He died the most desolate of deaths. Not a friendly
face looked out from the crowd of bigots who
watched his agony. He stood alone against the
world, on the unshakable rook of his own manhood,
and thus became the sublimest martyr of all time.
A generation ago he was vindicated by the thinkers
of Europe, who orected a monument to his memory
on the very spot where he was butchored. And now
witbin an easy walk of that sacred spot the repre-
sentatives of Rome have banished religion altogether
from the people’s schools—leaving it, under the law
of freedom, to fight its own battles, and sink or
swim as it can.

This is what Bruno and Galileo really fought for.
Theirs was a battle for freedom. They wished to
think for themselves, and to allow everyone else the
same right. They believed that the truth would
make men free—and wise and happy. They paid the
penalty for their daring; the one in imprisonment
and perhaps torture, the other in the Gethsemane of
the dungeon and the Calvary of the stake. Yet both
of them probably looked forward to the dawn of a
better and nobler day. Bruno almost certainly did.
Why else should ho tell his judges, with such oalm
heroic pride, that they pronounoed his awful sen-
tence with far more fear than he heard it? What
did he think they feared, unless it was the verdict of
posterity ? And is not that verdict being pronounced ?
Is not the glad news from Rome a foretaste of the
death of that Faith whose life sprang from the death

of reason and liberty ? q, w. Foote.
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“ The Arrogance of Ignorance.”

I¥ we consult the New Testament lists of the virtues
to be held in highest esteem, we shall be surprised to
learn how atrociously un-Christian Christians are.
Jesus is made to pronounce his benediction on spirit-
poverty, mourning, meekness, hunger and thirst
for righteousness, peaceableness, mercifulness, and
purity. Paul says that “the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, meekness, temperance.” Peter’sinven-
tory is as follows: faith, virtue, knowledge, temper-
ance, patience, godliness, love of the brethren, love;
and Peter adds that “ he that lacketh these things is
blind.” The Christian Endeavor Topic for July 12
was entitled “ Character and Courtesy,” based on
1 Peter iii.,, 8-13; and one of the appointed writers
on it refers to an old-fashioned little book called
The Guide to Etiquette: a Manual of Good Manners,
observing that, though we may smile at the elaborate
rules and minute directions it contains, “a man’s
outward manners are really of the utmost import-
ance, because they are so closely connected with his
character.” This is perfectly true. Indeed, “ we
may say, in the same way, that any man’s behavior
towards his fellows must express and reveal the
man’s true personality. It betrays his essential
character. It proceeds out of the abundance of his
heart.” With this also we are in complete agree-
ment. Peter’'s words are most emphatic and plain,
“ Love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous.”
Another writer makes the following quotation from
Francis of Assisi: “ Know, dearest brother, that
courtesy is one of God’s own properties, who sendeth
his rain and his sunshine upon the just and upon the
unjust, out of his great courtesy.” This writer re-
marks that “ without this courteousness of behavior
the finest character is defective.”

In this connection it is well to remember Ruskin’s
analysis of the pature of vulgarity in Modern Painters,
which one of the writers referred to mentions. We
are told that “ vulgarity in its essence proceeds from
blunted sensibility; that it is the token and result
of a coarsened and callous heart.”

Now, with the New Testament schedules of the
attributes of character, as well as the foregoing
observations, in mind, let us proceed to examine the
behavior of Christian teachers towards those who
differ from them. Their attitude to, and treatment
of, unbelievers is notorious. It is not long since one
of the foremost leaders of the religious world charac-
terised Professor Haeckel as “ a rude, ill-mannered,
ignorant child,” an “ unthinking mind,” whose
“ obvious weakness and ignorance and childish
credulity” are exploited to “ gull the ignorance of
the public.” Is that an exhibition of Christian
courtesy ? It is quite possible for a Christian
minister to be honestly of conviction that Professor
Haeckel’s teaching is both false and dangerous, but
to charge such a teacher with rudeness, bad manners,
and ignorance is certainly to be guilty of the rankest
vulgarity. Mud-throwing is never an act of courtesy,
and coarse denunciation cannot be a sign of meekness
or true modesty.

Sometimes Christian apologists imagine that they
make a wonderful concession wheA they say, “ We
are devoutly thankful that the majority of Atheists
are better than their creed.” But such a concession
is an insufferable insult in that it is wholly untrue.
There is no Atheist on earth who is better than, or
even as good as, his creed. Not one article in the
Atheistic creed makes for immorality. What the
Atheist provides is, not moral licence, but a rational
basis for every moral action. Now think of the
venomous sting which the sentence that immediately
follows the concession is intended to carry: “ They
try to conform to a moral law, but in so doing they
are illustrating their own thoughtlessness and saving
their moral reputation by sacrificing their logic.”
The logic of Atheism shows that morality is rooted
in social life, and has for its only criterion the
welfare of the community. It is the force of their
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own logic, the sense of what ought to and must be in
order to secure the commonweal that makes Atheists
moral. Dr. Nansen, in his excellent artiole in the
current Hibbert Journal, tells the following anecdote
in illustration of this point:—

“1 once witnessed a discussion between a very
prominent and intelligent clergyman and an Agnostic.
The clergyman asked the Agnostic whether he did no
believe in a life after death. The Agnostic answere
that he did not. The clergyman said that he could no
understand such a thing, and still less could he under-
stand why the Agnostic led a moral life. If ke' the
clergyman, did not believe in a life and a reward afte
death, he could not see the purpose of a moral He>an
he would certainly take all the enjoyment of its pleasures
that life could give him. The Agnostic answered tba
he feared their tastes did not quite agree. He saw m
happiness in harmony, and such a life would hardy
bring harmony into his existence.”

Such is Atheistic logic on the subject of ethics, and
if he puts that logic into practice the Atheist 18
bound to be a highly and rationally moralised being-
How foolish as well as false and misleading, thOr0'
fore, is the assertion that “ there is no place in a
Godless Universe for any approach to a moral sensO»
and that “ unless an Atheist is a fool he will cease t°
talk of rationalising morality.” Whoever writes W
that insulting style either wilfully misrepresents or
is culpably ignorant of the real teaching of Atheism-
But it is not only in dealing with Secularists tna
Christian teachers evince such a conspicuous laok 0
the humility and meekness enjoined by their Lord-
They are equally discourteous towards their brethren
who are theologically at variance with them. A cas
in point occurs in “ The Correspondence of the ROJ
David Smith, D.D.,” in the British Weekly for Jnly/®
An inquirer had expressed the opinion that “tb
scheme of redemption as given by St. Paul in Rom
v. 12-21 is an interpretation of Christ's |if0 abDn
death which he himself never thought of, and Ofi.
therefore claim no higher authority than that wbi
readers of the New Testament may be disposed
accord to St. Paul.” As this smacked of the NO
Theology, Dr. Smith could not resist the temptatio®
to administer the castigation it so richly deserve <
It is well known that the New Theology nomina y
lays great stress upon the teaching of Jesus, regardl »
his death as only a brilliant example set by a hero®
martyr. To Dr. Smith this is rank heresy, and »
pounces upon it with red-hot fury, and gives it
quarter. Let us watch him tearing it up into bia ~
smithereens. It is an exceedingly amusing as »
as somewhat tragical spectacle. What does
oppose to the great heresy? Nothing but his 0
dogmatio dicta. He merely piles bald assertions o
upon another without even attempting to Rirnl8fore
single proof. Paul was an inspired and there
infallible interpreter of the life and death of *e® °’
and we have no alternative but to accept his in
pretation as final and all-conclusive. The -
of divines in all ages is simply to translate that i®
pretation into the language of their own day. *
comes the following comical statement.—e

“If St. Paul had lived and written that PrOMjgiit
passage which you cito in our day, | suspect bej jjy
have talked about the law of heredity, and the 80 ‘ c;gely
of the race, but his doctrine would have been PreenjBy

N

the same, and is it not wonderful to find him ,gjge
forth an idea which tho growth of human kno
has not discredited, but rather confirmed ?”
Let us look dispassionately at Rom. v. 12-21, a
whether there is in it the slightest trace ° (ed

modern theory of heredity whether as 1D g*jepcO
by the Lamarokians or by the Weismanns. b” aljS

knows nothing of a first man by whose one goGOnd
gression death entered into the world, norof a raQ

man by whose one act of obedience a wb°gudj is

doomed to die may yet inherit immortality- as.
the unmistakable teaching of the “ profou”™ ”~or0
sage" under consideration, and nothing can ~ reot
certain than that modern science gives it t ¢b0

Now, because the New Theology ta "™”oeg
ravVes-

lie.
scientifio side and gives Paul the go-by on t
tion, Dr. Smith Joses his temper and simp j
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I confess that | have very scant patience with the
ashionable depreciation of the authority of the
apostolic teaohing. It is the very arrogance of
gnorance.” All we can say is that such language is
Qot the language of knowledge, hut rather of blind
?na defeated dogmatism. We should very much like
i° see Rom. v. 12-21 so restated as to naturally
a*n°nise with the testimony of modern knowledge.
Now, Dr. Smith seeks refuge behind a sharp, two-
sword. He says: “ It would surely deliver us
r’m it [the arrogance of ignorance] if we remem-
ered the Lord’s promise that after his departure he
w’nld send the Spirit of Truth to his disciples to
goiae them into all the truth and to glorify him by
aking of his and declaring it unto them.” If
at is to be taken seriously, as Dr. Smith evidently
Qtends that it should be, it involves the complete
°ndemnation of his own Protestantism as a wicked
chism from the body of Christ, and a full vindica-
°n of all the claims and deeds of the Catholic
, nf°k. If Jesus ever made that promise, and if it
as been fulfilled, Christianity and Catholicism are
orally identical, and Dr. Smith and his friends, in
Plite of all their pretentions, are Antichrists doomed
0 endless perdition.
j’reat is “ the arrogance of ignorance,” especially
t0 en ™ pours contempt upon knowledge, and tries
he ~feven”™ the people from giving it their whole-
arted welcome. But we are at the dawning of the
y>and night is already on the wing.

J. T. Lioyd.

Ethics and Unbelief.—I.

thn m°ra~delinquencies of the unbeliever is an old
fatTQW k Christians. Originally it points to the
duf Purification of religious beliefs with moral
jj. 188! to the belief that right religious belief is the

fiji ~portant thing of all, and that to be wrong in
*0o freCtion '8 ~ve8”™ aN merit the being right
frienf 8 ~a”er » becomes a bugbear wherewith to

ton timid believers. The picture of the man
iaj.,80 nni)eiief leads to immorality, or whose immo-
~"H~"Nads to unbelief—either aspect serves equally
inveT-18 UBetni *n 80 far as it keeps a number from
alao ftlgating intellectual grounds of belief, and
Qb r Om IGarning by personal encounter what the
Peoni OVer *8 really ii“0. Concerning the unknown,
feli ,e may believe anything and fear anything; and
Soa ? gain°d a distinct advantage— for a time— by

cpicting the unbeliever that his character alone
p6o .enugh to keep folk at a distance. Just as
beca 8 °n”™ i°ng0d to get into the Christian heaven
8 as° there was the Christian hell to keep out of,
belatlan™ were kept in the paths of conformity

ihj& supposed danger of stepping outside.

tyer 8 was, of course, an easy game while unbelievers
Plavi an” tar between. But the difficulty of
of a 8 \t increased in exact proportion to the growth
live b°bef. For unbelievers strangely declined to
tiftns ¢ cbaracter delineated for them by Chris-
dire !. tn spite of numerous manuals of ethioal mis-
telijn IO’ written by men of unquestionable piety,
obBti ® "hem the crimes they ought to commit, they
better ro™80d to fill the bill. If they were not
Wor8 4+t D Christians, they persisted in not being
By ajj a sense this only added to their offence.
been J ~ 68 °i Christian reasoning they ought to have
attad_ aa’ ”“bat they were not was an additional
believ ubility of Christianity. A wicked un-
toier fr ®he Christian teaoher or leader would have
the g Gd7~evOn *ove<™> HO cou”™ have used him as
lI6lot8Partans are 8i<J to have used their drunken
Preaa when the number of unbelievers so
them vfv. ~ ftt Christians rubbed shoulders with
pocljet 1 .00t finding themselves assaulted or their
inall r Pred, when they saw unbelievers behaving
tion8 e8P0ct8 mnch as other people, the declama-

and unb’]C.ernin™ tbe relationship between immorality
ellof began to lose force. The clergy were
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in a quandary. The virtues of the unbeliever were
really more objectionable than his vices.

Some new explanation had to be found for the phe-
nomenon, and one was soon hit upon. It was admitted
that Freethinkers were frequently as good as Chris-
tians (any Freethinker will, of course, feel pleased
and flattered at being placed in so exalted a cate-
gory) ; but, it was said, we must not overlook the
fact that they had Christian parents; they had the
advantage of living in a Christian environment, with
the example of Christian character all around them;
and it is these influences that have kept them
respectably well-behaved, in spite of the sinister
influence of their unbelief. This argument has been
repeated very frequently of late years, and it was
served up by Dr. Warschauer to the readers of the
Christian Commonwealth (in the issue for July 8),
with that Queen-Anne-is-dead kind of an air which
that gentleman assumes when announcing, in the
name of the New Theology, something that is very
old.

Dr. Warschauer admits that Agnostics (it is quite
laughable to see how respectable a word “ Agnostic”
has become) are “ as conscientious, as Kindly, as
well-behaved as their fellow-citizens who believe in
a personal God, and see His fullest revelation in
Jesus Christ.” As a Freethinker | feel, personally,
flattered. The idea that even without a personal
God or Jesus Christ | may become as conscientious,
as kindly, and as well-conducted as a Christian fills
me with thankfulness and puts my modesty to the
blush. Dr. Warschauer may be surprised to learn
that many Freethinkers would regard it as not being
an extravagant compliment to be told they were as
good as Christians, and that the truly Christian
character by no means exemplifies their highest
moral ideal. Still, we may take the compliment for
what it is worth.

This, however, is beside the point. The real ques-
tion, Dr. Warsohauer tells us, is, “ Are the moral
excellencies of the Agnostic the product—the fruit
—of Agnosticism, in the same sense in which the
virtues of the Christian are the product of Chris-
tianity ?" The reply to this is, of course, in the
negative. And he adds, “ the question is simply
one of history. It is purely a matter of fact
that our civilisation is the outcome, so far as
what is best in it is concerned, of Christianity.
The ethics which guide and inspire right conduct
in the world as we know it are the ethics of the
Gospel.”

Now, one would bo helped in criticising such a
deliverance if one were favored with an exact
description of what is meant by the ethics of the
Gospel, or exactly what are the elements of our
civilisation that we owe to Christianity. As the
precise meaning and value of the *“ ethics of the
Gospel ” is, and always has been, subjeots of
dispute, it is scarcely helpful for them to be intro-
duced in this wide and general manner. To take
only one instance. It is fairly certain that the
intellectual rectitude, which, if anything, is a strong
characteristic of conscientious, etc., Agnostics, is not
derived from the Gospels or from Christian teach-
ing. Intellectual rectitude, which many—the present
writer among the number— believe lies at the root of
all consoious morality, has no clear place in the

Gospels, and receives very scant encouragement
therein. Nor has it been developed through Chris-
tian influences. The duty of careful examination,

the importance of mental culture, are ignored by
genuine Christian teaching. This aspect of the
question is certainly “ simply one of history"; and
the historio testimony is that the right to exercise
the ethics of the intellect has been won in the teeth
of Christian influence—both that which emanates
from the Gospels and that which has come from
organised Christian bodies.

Dr. Warschauor evidently thinks he proves his
case by quoting from Lecky and others that the
source of moral development in Europe has been
Christianity. But an opinion from someone else
adds no real force to the statement, It ig merely
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another opinion, and what is wanted are the facts
upon which the opinion is based. If Dr. Warschauer
knows the facts he should produce them. If he does
not, he is merely overcoming his readers by the influ-
ence of a name. His evident opinion that his case is
strengthened by citing from non-Christian writers is
quite erroneous. For against that one need only
place the fact that their expressed admiration of
Christianity did not prevent them disowning it, and
so expressing the conviction that the world would
get along very well in its absence.

That all that is best in our civilisation comes from
Christianity is one of those sweeping statements that
will, necessarily, command the assent of a Christian
reader, because it is only an echo of his own preju-
dice. Others will ask, What are these elements ?
It will not do to cite certain things that have been
associated with Christianity. That would be
altogether a wrong way of putting the matter.
The real way to put the question is, first, What are
the essential elements of Christianity ? and, second,
Has Christianity ever taught anything that would
not have been taught to the world had Christianity
never existed ? Now it is surely late in the day for
anyone to claim—particularly a New Theologian—
that there is anything original, in the sense of their

being unknown before Christianity came, about
Christian teachings or doctrines. The doctrines of
Christianity are demonstrably pre-Christian. The

moral precepts associated with it are, in the main,
Jewish precepts, and were household property at
the time given for the birth of Jesus. The Golden
Rule has been as universally preached as it has been
generally ignored, and ignored most of all by those
vho have had the impudence to set themselves upas
its originators. Civilisation neither began with
Christianity nor will it end with it. The elements
of a civil polity, and of a jurisprudence, was provided
for modern Europe by the Roman Empire. The
best elements of our intellectual life are to be
sought for in anoient Greece. The doctrine of a
common human nature, binding all mankind together,
belongs to the pagan world ; nor did it appear in
Christian teaching until that teaching had been
brought under pagan influences. Even to-day—and
Dr. Warschauer should ponder the fact—in all
branches of study, except theology, students are
sent to the literature that existed before Chris-
tianity appeared, and to the literature that has grown
up since, but which has not the slightest essential
connection with Christianity in any of its varied
forms. In art, science, and literature, Christianity
might be as well non-existent as existent. Its con-
nection with either is purely accidental.

Now, surely Dr. Warschauer will not ask us to
believe that the culture which gave us the literature
and humanism of Greece, and the law and polity of
Rome, would have remained barren and stagnant
had Christianity never appeared? He will surely
not ask us to believe that all conception of the value
of truthfulness, honor, honesty, chastity, duty,
patriotism, would have died out had there never
been any Christian religion? To assume so would
be to take up the position occupied by those ignorant
Christian preachers who appear to believe that all
good began with Christianity and will therefore end
with it. And if he does not believe this, does it not
necessarily follow that instead of the Agnostic being
dependent upon a Christian environment for his
virtues he is merely reaping the advantage that
comes to all who live in a society of their fellow
beings, with traditions, customs, and instincts, that
are above and superior to all creeds and to all
formulas? May it not be also that in the social
environment Christianity itself is a mere accident,
and that the better qualities associated therewith
are ultimately products of those social forces
of which the greatest and the least of men,
the most enduring and the most evanescent of

creeds, even the gods themselves, are ultimately
ProdDct8? C. Cohen.

(To be concluded.)
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Mirabeau.

Gabriel Honoré Riquetti, son and heir of the
Marquis de Mirabeau, was born on March 9, 1747.
He came of a wild, strong stock, and was a magni-
ficent “ enormous” fellow at his birth, the head
being especially great. The turbulent life of the
man has been graphically told by Carlyle in his
Essays and in the French Revolution. Faults, he had

many, but not that of insincerity ; with all_bis
failings, he was a gigantic mass of veracious
humanity. “ Moralities not a few,” says Carlyle»

“ must shriek condemnatory over this Mirabeau,;
the Morality by which he could be judged has not
yet got uttered in the speech of men.”

Mirabeau’s work in the National Assembly belongs
to history. It was mighty and splendid, but it
cannot be recited here. His life burned away during
those fateful months, the incessant labor and excite-
ment almost passing credibility. “ If 1 had not
lived with him,” says Dumont, “ | never should have
known what a man can make of one day, what things
may be placed within the interval of twelve hours-
A day for this man was more than a week or a
month is for others.” One day his secretary said to
him, “ Monsieur le Comte, what you require j8
impossible.” Whereupon Mirabeau started from bis
chair, with the memorable ejaculation, “ Impossible-
Never name to me that blockhead of a word.”—Ae
me dites jamais ce bate de mot. ,

But the Titan of the Revolution was exhauste
before his task was done. In January, 1791, he sa
as President of the Assembly with his neck bandage“
after the application of leeches. At parting, he sai
to Dumont, “ 1 am dying, my friend; dying a8
slow fire.” On March 27, he stood in the tribune for
the last time. Four days later, he was on his deat -
bed. Crowds beset the street, anxious but silen »
and stopping all traffic so that their hero might no
be disturbed. A bulletin was issued every tbr®
hours. “ On Saturday, the second day of Aprij»
says Carlyle, “ Miraboau feels that the last of “
Days has risen for him ; that on this day he has
depart and be no more. His death is Titanic, as b
life has been. Lit up, for the last time, in the {fia j
of the coming dissolution, the mind of the man i8 a
glowing and burning; utters itself in sayings, sU ,
as men long remember. He longs to live» vy,
acquiesces in death, argues not with the inexorably

Gazing out on the Spring sun, Mirabeau 8
Si ce n'est pas Id Dicu, c'cst du moins son cousin germn
— If that is not God, it is at least his cousin gertnee
It was the great utterance of an eighteenth cento j
Pagan, looking across the mists of Christian sup
stition to the saner nature worship of antiquity-

Power of speech gone, Mirabeau made signs (
paper and pen, and wrote the word Dormir -
sleep.” Cabanis, the great physician, who 8g.g
beside him, pretended not to understand
passionate request for opium. Thereupon, wrl r
the dootor, “ he made a sign for the pen and PaP
to be brought to him again, and wrote, ‘D°
think that Death is dangerous ?'— Seeing that  _
not comply with his demand, ho wrote ag /
e How can you leave your friend on the w ’
perhaps for days ?’” Cabanis and Dr. Petit dec
to give him a sedative. While it was sent for
pains became atrocious.” Recovering speech a
under the torture, he turned to M. do la "
saying, “ You deceive me." “ No,” replied bis *r -agf
“we are not deceiving you, the remedy is co
we all saw it ordered.” “ Ah, the doctors»
doctors!” he muttered. Then, turning to Ca 70
with a look of mingled anger and tendernos »"."
said, “ Were you not my doctor and my friend n
you not promise to spare me the agonies of 8 N at
death ? Do you wish me to expire with a regre

3o

I trusted you ? be
Those words,” says Ce}banis, “ the last
uttered, ring fincessaritty in my eal® € " i

over on the right side with a convulsive moveny
and at half-past eight in the morning he expir
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our arms.” Dr. Petit, standing at the foot of the
bed, said “ His sufferings are ended.” *“ So dies,”
writes Carlyle, “ a gigantic Heathen and Titan;
stumbling blindly, undismayed, down to his rest.”
Mirabeau was an Atheist, and he was buried as
became his philosophy and his greatness. The
Assembly decreed a Public Funeral; there was a
procession a league in length, and the very roofs,
frees, and lamp-posts, were covered with people.
The church of Sainte Genevieve was turned into a
Pantheon for the Great Men of the Fatherland—
Aux Grands Hommes la Pratrie Reconnaissante. It was
ruidnight ere the ceremonies ended, and the mightiest
ruan in France was left in the darkness and silence
to his long repose. Of him, more than most men, it
might well have been said, “ After life’'s fitful fever
be sleeps well.” Dormir—*“ To sleep,” he wrote in
bis dying agony. Death had no terror for him ; it
was only the ringing down of the curtain at the end
°f the drama. From the womb of Nature he sprang,
*md like a tired child he fell asleep at last on her

080m- G. W. Foote.

The World of Books.

ue of the most useful magazines of the day, in the besl
,  S®°f the words, is the Humane Review, which is editec
H ™r- H. S. Salt, and published by Ernest Boll, Yorl
er°nse>Portugal-street, Lincoln’s-inn, London, W.C., quart
f y’ af one shilling. Four shillings a year secures it posl
it 6fi°m fbe publisher for that period. We may add thai
18 beautifully printed, and is in every way creditable tc

0 Uoble causo which it represents.

* * *

uJbe July number of tho Humane Review is well up to its

leal foveE of *nferesf and ability. Mr. J. W. Roberts
Ca a Hron8 article on “ The Flogging Outlook in
{. arguing effectively against the brutal policy lately
p by the “ respectable,"” and we might add Christian,

two™k £1oro against a certain class of criminals—as though
rj , totalities made one humanity, and two wrongs one
the] ~r writes on “ Interpreters,” dealing with
low, man°® temper of the best English poets towards tho
lajeer animals. Nearly the samo subject is treated in a
that by Mr. Edward Syors. This writer observes
fond re”Kous fooling has not, necessarily, any affinity with
budn08 of and consideration for, auimals, except to tho
slch LR*  Pfie Christian religion does not inculcate any
W4, ,.Bont'meut, and many pious folk liavo been entirely
,CfCSJGe it. O.”._..t.h.f) .Q?hf?f..h?ﬂﬁl ..S.H.C.h..S:E?P.F.iCS as Byron,
dlffe Ptsessod it |n a hlgh degree.” An articlo on a
Con-<dU* tbeme, and yet in one rospect similar, is Mr. Joseph
pti “8on's powerful “ Plea for the Honest Debtor." Im-
it i8 WJent for dobt is not roally abolished in England ; that
for ,i°l *8 a popular dolnsion. More people are imprisoned
f5°me - than ever. Tho number is positively alarming,
be a ,“0.000 go to gaol for debt every year, and “ it would
atle Jw estimate,” Mr. Collinson remarks, “ to say that
What h 10'000 aro 80 punished because thoy could not pay
the%rlnlf have hoen ordered to pay.” The truth is that
a8en?§t nory of tho criminal law is used as a dobt-collecting
are Moreover, all tho 20,000 pooplo imprisoned for debt
td P°°r; tho amounts involved being a fow shillings or at
el®ut'uost a few pounds. Tho “ suporior " classes escapo by
vTarmf? themselves by means of tho Bankruptcy Court.
K*; Robinson's articlo is admirable from every point of view.
*cellent, too, is Mr. E. Barry's brief articlo on Sane
aJ tOUnibngs for tlio Insane,” giving a dooply interesting
oouut of the wise and humane (and effective) course of
£ oceduro at tbe Illinoi(i AHyium for the Incurable Insane.
J J - H. Thornton writes admirably on “ Vivisection,
ptQrot Ing its entire abolition, and hoping that the medical
the 8S10n will anticipate tho law by voluntarily abandoning
V<Lftactico' Finally, there is an articlo on Biblieai
tetarianism,” which is not signed, and is presumably from
give?f°’U of Mr-Salt. It is capitally written, and wo must
a paragraph to itself.
il * * *
tend"!? fcel 80mo concern,” Mr. Salt says, “ at tho gr°win«
P»iucwuy ame°ngst orthodox vogotarians to base their dietct ¢
have P68 ou ‘ biblical sanction.”” Meat-eaters, of course,
Whatglfted tho “ Scriptures ” as sanctioning their tastes,
and v0i hen> ia to bo dono ? Mr. Balt's auswor is very simple
ory satisfactory : " Tho Biblo cannot possibly bo taken
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as a guide in the discussion of modern problems.” As far as
the Bible is concerned, however, the truth is that “ flesh-
eaters have all the best of the battle ”—an admission which
is all the more important as Mr. Salt is himself a vegetarian
of long-standing. Several Old Testament texts are cited,
and perverse interpretations of them refuted. In the New
Testament, no less a person than Paul asks, “ Doth God care
for oxen ?” And that such a teacher should be appealed to
by orthodox vegetarians, “ suggests that in the unsuccessful
search for biblical sanction the smallest contributions are
thankfully received.” Mr. Salt winds up in the following
polite but resolute manner:—

“We think it is high time some protest were raised
against the use made of the Vegetarian Society’s * platform’
by the biblical food reformers. The Society reckons among
its members men and women of all shades of religious
belief or unbelief, and if freethinkers were to couple vege-
tarianism with freethought, they should be very properly
reminded that they have no right to compromise their
orthodox fellow workers. But in these matters there must
be mutual consideration and give-and-take, and the esssential
conditions on which all co-operation is based must be

observed by the orthodox as well as by the heretical. The
Vegetarian Society is a society, not a sect.”
This kind of protest is needed in many directions. Christians

are so apt to flavor political and social dishes, if they can,
with their own peculiar sauce. Even the best of them are
sinners in this respect. T

Another quarterly magazine, of a very different character,
is the Hilbert Journal. The July number contains a long
list of articles. Most of them are by clericals or meta-
physicians ; three of them by laymen—men of the world ; and
the contrast between the specialists and the amateurs, if we
may put it in that way, is quite striking. The former are
long-winded, circumlocutory, and even mysterious ; the
latter aro simple, sincere, and direct. Tho truth is, wo take
it, that tho laymen have something to say, and try to say it;
while tho c'erical gentlemen have really nothing to say in
particular, their object being simply to hide the fact that
religion is in full retreat ; to hide it, that.is to say, from the
friends of religion, for its enemies are in no doubt whatever
as to what is going on. to .

Wo will take tho divines and metaphysicians first.
Professor William James, the American psychologist, leads
off with an article on “ Pluralism and Religion.” This
clover writer is mainly occupied in giving Theists, if not
Christiaus, reasons for clinging to the relics of their old
faith. There is something in us, he says, that seems to
show (we like that seems!) “a world wider than either
physics or philistine ethics can imagine.” Man’s conscious-
ness—at least, tho consciousness of tho elect, like Professor
James—is related to a superhuman consciousness. But the
old idea of a superhuman consciousness, as belonging to a
personal boing who is infinite in time and space, is played
out in tho presence of modern science. Professor James,
who knows a thing or two, is well aware of this fact; ho
argues, therefore, that “ tho superhuman consciousness,
however vast it may bo, has itself an external environment,
and consequently is finite." There is a God, but ho is
N finite, either in power or knowledge, or in both at once.”
Such a God is not liable to the indictment that has been
drawn up so convincingly against tho Almighty God of
Nature. Mill gave this hint to the theologians long ago, and
thoy aro now beginning to accept it, if only as a counsel of
despair. Tho now God, as Professor Janies advises them, is
a friendly sort of being who does the best ho can for us and
himself ; and is not like “ tho unintelligible pantheistic abso-
lutist monster ” or “ tho unreal God of scholastic theology,”
but a " moro living divine reality,” with which wo may
“more and more connect our imagination.” Such is tho
policy of what wo may call “ New Gods for Old.”

* * *

Professor James’s articlo is, naturally, by far the boat on
his own sido in tho Hilbert Journal. Somo of the other
religious contributors write liko the loading spirits in an
erudite lunatic asylum. We will not specify, for it is hardly
worth while. We turn instead to tho articles by the laymen.
The first is by M. René-L. Gérard, Avocat at the Liége Court
of Appeal, on “ Civilisation in Danger.” We may deal with
this article at some length later on. For tho present wo
will only say that it is very interesting and suggestive. The
author’s position is that, while the levelling of society brings
the masses bettor conditions, the moral and intellectual
result is the ILlowering of the élite to a uniform level with
all the rest.” Professor W. M. Flinders Petrie gives his
views on “ Tho Right to Constrain Mon for thoir o wn Good.
Most of what he says is worthy of consideration, like all he
writes, but is outside our own scope in this journal. One
sontence, however, may bo noted. “ To constrain the teaching
of a people out of proportion to their physical requirements
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is,” he declares, “ to injure them, if not to exterminate them,
as is seen in actual instances.” This is a note of grave
warning. * *

*

Dr. Fridtjof Nansen's article on “ Science and the Purpose
of Life,” a Presidential Address delivered to the Social and
Political Education League, 1907, is the most important con-
tribution to the July number of the Hibbert Journal. This
article has a thoroughgoing Freethought tone from the begin-
ning to the end. Dr. Nansen points out that the indestruc-
tibility of matter actually means the same thing as the
conservation of energy. He takes the view that the universe
is infinite in time and space, that “ it has always existed and
will go on for ever.” Suns and planets begin and end ; the
destruction and re-creation of celestial systems is an eternal
process. Man's history is an episode in the history of this
planet, and this planet is a very small episode in the history
of the universe. Life is but a form of energy, and—* To
ask, therefore, what is the purpose of life, or what is the
purpose of the inorganic world, is a question of very much
the same kind as if one were to ask what is the purpose of
the rotation of the earth.” Man should learn modesty. It
is man’s vanity which gives rise to pessimism. Death, as
the end of life, is not a sad thing; it is “ a blessing, a relief
an emancipation.” “ The certain knowledge that man has
this one life,” Dr. Nansen says, "is the crowning truth of
science which makes him fit to live it.” Every citizen in a
civilised community should be “ brought up to understand
that his one duty towards himself and others is to make the
most out of this life, to develop in himself the possibilities
nature has given him, and be as happy as possible.” Dr.
Nansen winds up by quoting the glorious Elizabethan verse
of Beaumont and Fletcher—* Man is his own star,” though
he slightly misquotes the rest of that splendid passage. We
may express astonishment, in conclusion, at so bold, out-
spoken, and uncompromising an article appearing in such a
magazine.

Aoid Drops.

Mahatma Agamya Guru, Holy Man of the East and God
of Gods, has been sentenced at the Marylebono Police-court
to four months’ imprisonment with hard labor for assaulting
girls. He is said to be a great Sanskrit scholar (bnt evi-
dently he studies other subjects also), and chief of the
priests of the Order to which he belongs. *“ By long years
of study,” his counsel said, “ he had arrived at a period
when, according to his belief, he was in communion with
the eternal spirit that pervaded the universe, and when he
could say that he was as much a God as the eternal spirit.”
This may sound blasphemous, but it is on all-fours with
what tbe Rev. R. J. Campbell teaches in his New Theology.
As to his amorous proclivities—in spite of his sixty-soven
years—one need not be too surprised or indignant. Catholic
and Protestant gentlemen in tho same line of business so
often display a similar disposition. We see that the Mahatma
has many lady disciples. No doubt thoy will console and
comfort him when he is free from the hands of the Philis-
tines.

Not a trace has been found of tho wretch or madman who
murdered poor little Mario Ellen Bailes, of Islington. Some
people are blaming the police, but thoy cannot work with
success on nothing. Tho murderer was very careful to do
everything that might prevent his falling into the hands of
justice. The Lord knows who killed tho poor child, and ho
keeps silent. He saw her murdered, and provided the
murderer with sufficient breath to do the deed, besides the
cunning to evade detection. Yet the child’s mother, a
Roman Catholic, while refusing to take an oath (as she
said) over the dead body of her child, dramatically declared
that “ God Almighty would deal with tho murderor.” What
a strange consolation ! God Almighty, if such a being exist,
should have interfered at an earlier stage of tho affair—say,
when the poor child was being lured to her doom. To let
the crime be committed, in order to deal with the criminal
afterwards, is criminal insanity. In that case, tho Deity
would be a worse monster than the assassin.

The Rev. F. C. Spurr has had a most startling revelation
made to him. He has found out that the working men of
South-east London, instead of attending church and chapel,
spend their Sundays at clubs, and that these clubs are more
or less hostile to parsons. The great fault of these clubs is
that they draw their members away from other clubs, such
as the one over which Mr. Spurr presides. It is in the
spirit of rivalry that this gentleman writes. He wants to
know what the ecclesiastical clubs can do to counteract the
influence of these political and social clubs which prove such
an irresistible attraction to the great mass of working men.
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There is really nothing against these latter clubs. Their
presidents give excellent moral exhortations to the members.
Nothing occurs at them which Mr. Spurr can describe as
wrong. It is true that a paper published in their interest
contains advertisements “ setting forth the virtues of certain
whiskies, beers, and tobaccos,” but similar advertisements
are to be found in all our daily papers, except the Dady
News. No, the brunt of their offending is that they are
rapidly emptying the clubs of Zion, and so destroying the
tyranny of superstition which has hitherto been so blessedly
profitable to priests of all names. Working men will know
how to take Mr. Spurr's impertinent deliverance—if they
see it.

Dr. Nansen, in his Hibbert Journal article, has some apt
remarks on the conceit of religious teaching that parades
the world as modesty and humility, and points out that,
much as the Christian talks of modesty and humility as
Christian virtues, this does not “ prevent him believing tha
he belongs to the few selected ones, or from considering h)S
own doctrines as alone true and saving.” His own position
is identical with—so far as the purpose of life is concerne
—that of Omar Khayyam, from whom he quotes.
critics are met by anticipation in the following rebuke:

“ Those who think this a depressing view of things, fit
make people pessimists, should consider whether the fa°
may not be in their own education, which has inflated the
with a fatal overestimation of the importance of human'y
and of themselves. Had they learnt real modesty from * ,
beginning there would be no danger......Philosophers
antiquity held similar views of existence without despairing-

A wise deliverance, which Christians in particular would 0

well to ponder.

The Rev. Dr. Amory Bradford, of America, furnishes a
signal illustration of that lack of “ true modesty ” w ,°
Dr. Nansen tell ns is so characteristic of Christians general y*
Preaching at Edinburgh recently, Dr. Bradford assured &'
hearers that the “ Church is the moral leader of individo
souls,” that “ Jesus has created the social ideals of » »
modern world,” and that “ Jesus is leading the nations
the modern world.” No one of those three assertions
true. Nay, more, the whole three are utterly false, as it ¢
be abundantly shown from history. And yet such is
overweening conceit and official pride of these sky pn°
that they will go on repeating lies a thousand times expose

Tho delegates to the International Congregational C°aa<'gy
that has just boon hold at Edinburgh, were a heterogéneo
crowd. Some were orthodox in the strictest souse,
affected a modernised orthodoxy, somo wore Higher Cri
and pulled the Bible to pieces, and some complained
the Holy Book was being “ greatly bolittlod, and God am]
explained out of it altogether.” There prevailed n0“ ajj
like unanimity of opinion as to the “ faith once tor
delivered to tho saints." Sir Josoph Compton Rickett, M, j
called solemn attention to the fact that present theologj
views are always in “ danger of being revised in the co
of the next twelve months.” What further proof voo
of tho gradual disintegration of the Christian religion ?

The Rov. Dr. Brook, president of the National Free Cbn ~
Council, declares that “ the Holy Ghost is tho only bop j
the Church” now. Then tho Church is indeed ”00S ren
And yet we do not learn that Dr. Brook and his br0 .70
aro offering to retire in favor of the Holy Ghost, and so b
him a real chance, which he has novor yet had.

A writer in tho Methodist Times, while arguing in I*~ at

women taking a larger official sharo in public affairs * eBy
present, points out that “it was in great part tho id ~at
luxury, and vice of the semi-enslaved women of R°® jjje
brought about its downfall.” Doubtloss tho writer un(er
traditional Christian conception of the stato of Re®® pasS
Pagan control, and for tho prosont, wo will lot

unquestioned. There is, however, a certain truth firo
statement, although one not acceptable to Christians. .0

had grown up in Rome—as thoro exists to-day-"a ,jn;0y

rich class which, with its wealth, manifested a de aDd
sense of responsibility. The numbor includod both® ~ at
women for tho reason that women woro not tho ciph  jil0
they subsequently becamo undor Christian rule. 1 Drall
also that this class contributed immediately to the m®

of the Empire, but not in tho mannor usually believe '~cODi
striking feature about life in Romo in the first an of
centuries of this era is the enormous influx anu g ” iarge
Eastern superstitions. And, again, as in our tltne' j;tiona
number of those who took up with these supe “great
belonged to the idle, luxuried classes; while ofi fnf believing
proportion wero womon. Thoro is good reason fo jjy in
that a numbor of tho earliest converts to Chris



Joly 19. ig08
Rome were women, and that many of these were of position
and wealth. Letting alone the “ vice ” of Rome, which was
really not any greater than it has been at many subsequent
Periods, it is true that idleness and luxury played their part in
? downfall of the Empire. But—and this is the important
?0 : was this partial decay that provided the occasion
or the growth and establishment of Christianity. While
ome was strong and healthy it held all the Eastern creeds
? a safe distance. But as a debilitated organism affords a
reeding-ground for dangerous microbes, so the debilitated
Oman State offered the occasion for the growth of the
~ocial aDd intellectual disease afterwards known as Christi-
We agree, therefore, that the idle, rich women of

it°?i c°oributed to the downfall of the Empire; and
Chri t'~M t a*d*ug in the spread and establishment of

Im~™' ®' Cunninghame Graham, in last week’'s New Age,
wh' A arface (1 “ The Real Equality of the Sexes,” from
Wom We ~°how*8 passage on Christianity and

“ The Christian religion has been too readily assumed to
sncaaﬁ been the only faith which has raised women in the social

Only repeat that which is false long enough, loud enough,
aa" whh a sanctimonious air, and people will believe you,
although they know it is alie. In point of fact, it has taken
n>neteen hundred years for women to gain the same equality

efore the law as they enjoyed in the time of Hadrian. The
tomans had a married woman's property act at least as much
nwoman's favor as is our own.

mDuring those nineteen hundred years the Church, whether

reek, Roman, Anglican, or Nonconformist, has fought

gainst all efforts to place men and women on an equality
j ore the law. All know the mediaeval Church’s attitude
owards woman as a Bex She was unclean, a snare, the
ndoer of mankind. Virginity was placed above the maternal
ate, thus showing that the Church thought she knew better
g 11was good for us than did the power she knew as God.
nly when priests were feed and Latin mumbled was com-

®rce between the sexes aught but a deadly sin.
its if 8~ ~le Church degrade both sexes, and constitute

n eu the universal brothel-keeper of mankind

heon saying this for ever so many years in the

*n kooks and in pamphlets, and in lectures;

*are. “aurally glad to see our viows on this important
iDyr now endorsed by more “ respectable” and

adJ
subi
'Pflue t'

Rasal6 GV Walters, of Leeds, regrets that many of the
he c If- ~es*8%ra of that city are forsaking the cause. Still,
tiod a "vatcH a Mark Taploy kind of a spirit by the roflec-
i0jjj . Cod is with us.” At the same time ho regrets the
hhabl6l! 00 liberal Government, which seems quite
the T2, “° got tho Nonconformists what thoy desire. Why
J,. viJheral Government should bo impotent with God and
as 'th altor8 on its sido is a trifle perplexing. It roally looks
mottdOugh “ God is with us,” while pretty enough as a
>18 not worth much in practice.

vid"W U lis. who is a Baptist, behoves that ho was pro-
bey0 'a y to Norfolk. Tho roason is not apparent,
Wkih, tlc fact that his Honor confessed to groat happiness
Provi,jWworg™*Ping at Seaming Baptist Church. Of course,

Jos ,,q may liavo taken a special interest in making
that n - *8comfortablo, although we havo our doubts on
Wes The Judgo also expressed his boliof that “ there

frotl i c a movement in a man'’s life which was not directed
briggi caven.” Roally I  Now, suppoBO a man is movod to
Woulg +  8meono’s dwolling-houso with “ felonous intent,”
fiaanf, u“ ke Willis take into consideration the fact that this
8Ptcn  °0/otnonts woro directed from hoavon boforo passing
for dOir? -ff ho bolioves this, why should ho punish a man
directs p aS hoavon directs ? Or if ho roplios that hoavon
charg0 0',10- *° *ho sontonco, why does ho not bring a
fact? gainBt“ hoavon " of being an accessory before the

*0U> > Willi* seems to bo in a hopeless muddle, and
abd bre at*'80 him to recast this portion of his “ bright
~ekly address "—to quote tho report in tho British

WO
fritisfr ly’°n‘ay oa' Boro is tho Rev. David Smith, in tho
R*ayer Hj e® y> informing a correspondent that tho “ Lord’s
J-°hi tho J  wholly unoriginal—a more mosaic of petitions

v, Nas EKAMSN Litur8y> partlcularl tho morning prayer.”
bV'%‘Qtrnt [)r'aqqz I}{/egpg 8 4ot Christians to admit’ this
PI otter lato than nover.

f56achors ; 8 “““temporary raises the question of political
.“arches iBQ Pufplt, and suggests that politics in the
i° tronbi0 n n°w departure, and one that is likely to lead

ave mterfo ff’ aa a mattor of fact, the churches always
red in politics, although, until recently, tho
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method was of a different kind. The advice of the churches
used to be to render obedience to all constituted authority,
and that the mass of the people should conduct themselves
lowly and reverently towards their betters. But now that
the temper of the age is different, and such preaching would
empty a church instead 'of filling it, the policy is to work a
more or less pretended enthusiasm for social reform, while,
at the same time, giving the “ classes ” the quiet hint that
religion is the one thing that can hold the “ lawless ” section
of society in check. And as the ones who receive the hint
know perfectly well what is meant by *“lawless,” the
churches are able to pose as the friends of the poor without
sacrificing the financial support of the wealthy.

The Archbishop of Melbourne, who is at present in London,
has been giving some advice to girls about to be married.
His advice is, “ Don't let him take you to a registrar’s office.”
Of course, there is nothing in the nature of a trade puff in
this advice. It looks like “ Don't deal at any other shop but
mine  but this would, of course, be a mistaken view of the
matter. For every clergyman—particularly archbishops—
is much above taking a trade view of so serious a matter as
marriage.

The Rev. Dr. Warschauer may imagine that in his defence
of Christianity he is not unfair to Agnostics. He chival-
rously admits that, on the average, they are morally about
equal to Christians; but, he triumphantly asks, where did
they get their morality ? They got it from the Gospel; it is
the product not of Agnosticism, but of Christianity. But
Dr. Warschauer ought to know that such a claim is the very
opposite of true. It has been proved beyond the shadow of
a doubt that the moral virtues inculcated in Christendom
to-day are distinctly not of Christian origin, but of Greek
and Gothic. Let the reverend gentleman consult the moral
code laid down by the Gospel Jesus, and tell us to what
extent it is being observed. He evades this issue altogether.

Preachers seem to bo incapable of being accurate in a
single statement. The Rev. F. B. Meyer, for example, says
that “ when Dr. Parker was quite a young lad he was accus-
tomed to hold argument with infidels outside tho great iron
works on Tyneside,” and that “ one day an infidel challenged
him, and said, What did God do for Stephen ?” Dr. Parker
was nonplussed, but God gave him the right answer in
prayer. That incident occurred, not on Tyneside, and when
Dr. Parker was - quite a young lad,” but at Banbury, after
he had been for some time a full-fledged minister, in a public
debate with tho late Mr. Holyoake. If men of God cannot
be accurate in small matters, who can trust them on more
important points ? _

Tho Rev. J. R. Brooke is a man of commendable caution.
Whilst he is quite ready to re echo Father Bull’s assertion that
“ Socialism is God’s next step in this world,” ho does so in
“ a private capacity, and not as an ambassador from God
with an infalliblo message.” That is to say, God has told
Mr. Brooko what his next stop is going to bo, but not
officially. Father Bull has been chosen as an infalliblo
ambassador on this occasion, only Mr. Brooko is able to
assuro tho public, “ in a privato capacity,” has delivered the
message correctly. What ineffable tomfoolery 1

A correspondent of the Hereford Times journeyed to
Shrewsbury to take part in certain Hmission festival
services,” and hear tho Bishop of Sacramento preach. To
his (or her) horror, tho sermon of tho Bishop with the fine
name was “ a recitation well learned and well doliveted "—
in fact, it was a sermon originally preached and published
by tho lato-lamented Dr. Talmago. This “ unabashed dis-
play of fraud and dishonosty,” this “ act of spiritual mondi-
cancy of tho worst possiblo description,” made “ Veritas”
hang his (or her) head with shamo. We daresay tho Bishop
will smile at such sensitiveness. Preaching other men's
sermons is by no means an uncommon game. Manuscript
sermons are supplied to lazy or incompetent preachers at a
moderato rate. Many years ago wo came across a clever
parson “ out of collar ” through drink, who got his living—
and not a bad one either—by writing such sermons. What
ho composed under the influence of whiskoy was palmed off
in many a pulpit as the product of a holier inspiration.

The other morning the Daily Chronicle gave a half-column
account of tho Bryanito Convention at Denver. Further
down in tho same column was a report of the Greek cele-
bration in London, in which it was stated that a Greek
tenor sang several pieces, including 1Bryan’s Isles of Greece,"
Bryan'’sl Such is fame! Poor Byron1
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The Rev. Rhondda Williams undertakes the onerous task
of interpreting the ambitions of the people. The poor
things imagine that they are only seeking material comfort
and other secular boons, but in reality what they are
hungering for is communion with God. Mr. Williams has
had “ a vision of the soul,” and knows what he is talking
about. Perhaps one of these days the reverend gentleman
will experience a rude awakening.

The Rev. J. H. Jowett describes communicants as the
“ guests of the Lord but usually guests do not eat their
host, as Christians claim to do theirs. “ Eating the god ” is
common to most religions, of which we have numerous
examples in Frazer's Golden Bough.

M. Joseph Reinach, speaking in the French Chamber in
favor of the abolition of the death penalty, attributed the
increase of a certain kind of criminality in France to drink.
No doubt drink and the festering of overcrowded big cities
are responsible for this phenomenon. The Gaulois remarks
that there is more drunkenness in England, yet the number
of murderers is fewer. But this overlooks the differences of
temperament between the two nations. When the Gaulois
goes on to attribute the evil to “ the abolition of religious
teaching ” in the French schools, it overlooks the fact that
no such evil flows from secular education in Japan. Neither
does it in those parts of the English-speaking world where
secular education has been adopted. The Gaulois must try

again.

The Rev. Principal Forsyth, of Hackney College is a
great theologian—a very great one. His specialty is
“ Forgiveness through Atonement” only, and he knows
all about it. The saints of the Old Testament were saved
on credit, while those of to-day receive their pardon on actual
payment. Well, if that is true, the fiery lake must bo of
enormous dimensions and extremely well filled ; and among
the consuming, but unconsumed, inhabitants are to be found
the greatest and most interesting characters this world has
ever seen, from Homer, Plato, Aristotle, Confucius, the great
Buddha, and Virgil downwards. Where such geninscs are
life cannot be dnil, at any rate.

We have been favored with one of the sensational little
bills issued by the Salvation Army at Bury, announcing the
time of General Booth's arrival there in his White Car,
which we venture to regard as suggestive of the Grand Old
Showman'’s being in the service of the occupant of the
Great White Throne. For at tho bottom of the bill is
printed, “ Eternity I Where will you spend it?” But
perhaps this is intended as a hint that those who do not
welcome William Booth, and contribute to his various funds
will spend eternity in tho wrong place. The good old gospel
of Blood and Blazes !

The newspapers make a fuss about tho “ Southern Cross
Pearl ” which is exhibited at the West Australian Court in
the Franco-British Exhibition. It is valued at .£10,000—
whatever it may bo worth, and consists of nine pearls in tho
form of across. Tho Manilla diver who found it regarded
it as of divine origin, and wanted to present it to tho Pope,
but it has fallen into ordinary commercial hands. Of courso
it is but one of the many curiosities that naturo presents.
Wonderful likenesses of famous mon have been found in
agates and other stones, and it is conceivable that a likeness
of Jesus Christ himself may turn up some day. The world
abounds in strango things, which are only strange because
they come upon us as surprises. There would have been no
room for wonder if we had followed the process of their
growth or construction.

Truth laughs at tho late Pan-Anglican Congress, and says
that its results are “ contemptible.” Hopelessly stale and
hackneyed subjects occupied attention. *“ Really practical
topics,” our lively contemporary says, “ were carefully
avoided, such as the scandalous extravagance cf missionary
societies, the slovenly carelessness of a great majority of the
clergy in all matters of business, especially in financial
affairs, the cant and humbug with which so many eccle-
siastical utterances are saturated.” This is very plain
speaking, even for Truth.

The Bishop of Gloucester preached at St. Savior's Church,
Oxford-street, London, on Sunday to a congregation of deaf
mutts. His lordship, whose sermon had to be interpreted to
them, chose a singular text for the occasion, namely,
Genesis xii. 2, “ 1 will bless thee....... and thou shalt bo a
blessing.” The preacher’s intention seems to have been to
justify the ways of God to men—especially to deaf mutes.
“ The doctrine of election,” he said, " was profoundly true.
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But God did not choose a man or a nation as a matter of
favoritism. A man was chosen and endowed in order that
he might be a blessing to others.” The deaf mutes under-
stand now; at least, they ought to. God has afflicted them,
and chosen and endowed the Bishop of Gloucester, in order
that he might be a blessing to them by favoring them with a
sermon, which they receive for nothing, and for which be is
handsomely paid. No doubt the Bishop is perfectly satisfied
with his side of the problem ; and if the deaf mutes are not
satisfied, it only shows what a peevish temper human beings
so frequently display towards God and the clergy. Every-
thing really is for the best in the best of all possible worlds-

The Grocers’ Federation Conference, at Middlesbrough'
passed the following resolution :—

“ That this conference desires to express its great regret
at the*tendency shown by the workers in some religl®®
organisations to engage in trading transactions under t
names of goose clubs, discount clubs, and the like. 1“,
conference regards such trading carried on in buildings devote
to religious purposes as very unfair to ratepayers, a3 ste
buildings do not bear those rateable burdens which weigh
heavily upon shopkeepers. At the same time ministers »
by this form of trading brought into fierce competition WL
shopkeepers who are warm supporters of religious wor «
The conference directs that this resolution be sent to t
Wesleyan Conference, sitting at York, and expresses *
hope that that conference will express an opinion that su
trading should be discouraged.”

In courting the working classes, for business reasons, the
Churches run a serious risk of alienating the middle classes,

who are their principal supporters. #

Rev. H. E. Wright, of Redhill, described as a promlsi®
young Wesleyan minister, jumped overboard from a steaffl
between Folkestone and Boulogne. A question for H'
Torrey:—Is this another Atheist? Francis Manser, w ~
shot his mother, his wife, two dogs, and himself at " e,
Croydon, had been attended by doctors for “ mental troub'6
and “ religious mania.” Another of Torrey’s “ Atheists.

South London bigots are still acting after their kind
towards the Camberwell N. S. S. Branch meetings in ®rof,)0
well Park. Having failed in their pious effort to break
meetings up, they are now petitioning the Lambeth Boroug”
Council to protect the good Christians against “ the *D"cCier
language of Atheists ” at public gatherings. The ringle®
of this noble exhibition of Christian charity is Counci
Hutson, of whom it is difficult to say whether he is inot
coward than a bigot or more a bigot than a coward. Ho »
induced 342 ratepayers to sign the aforesaid petition, ax
has the impudence to protend that “ some of them are »e .g
lariats.” Councillor Briant told tho worthy Hutson j

N

face, at the Council meeting, that tho only indecency 1 »

could bo allegod against the Secularists was that on®
their lecturers read out a Biblo text in response to a d'
challenge from Christians in the meeting. Wo see from
South London Press that the Rev. A. J. Waldron docliu0™My
sign this petition. He is a warier bigot than tho wo
Hutson, and appreciates the dangers of a crusade agai
free speech in a country like England.

South London Freethinkers will, of course, see that tk®
Camberwell Branch’s platform in Brockwecll Park is pr°P
supported. But there and elsewhere the “ saints” wi/GDy
well to listen to our advice. They should refrain from f> g
to tho C. E. S. meetings at all. Let them leave the P B)
hooligan speakers severely alone. Taking notice of g
and helping to supply them with audiences, is simply p ~ @
their game for them. Freethinkers have been guilty 0 ¢y
much folly in this direction. We beg them to act w],eB
in future. Liars and libellers should only bo dealt witllL
they are important enough to be made examples oi- i
small fry of calumny should bo left to their own >u

ficance.

This policy needs a little solf-restraint, but Freethiuk”
who are incapable of that virtue are likely to do the _ &
far more harm than good. If wo acted " nat”” v week
some call it, wo should half fill tho Freethinker eVOy aOueS
with malicious falsehoods about ourselves and our coho
Only last Sunday, for instance, a Christian Evidenceld”™ , 8
speaking on the congenial topic of Walton Powelh 1i-
once more doing time, told his audienco that this
able scoundrel was " a convert of Mr. Foote’s and a 1.,0M&ll

of the N.S.S.” This is an absoluto lie. Walton  wag,
was not an “ infidel ” but an “ anti-infidel.” He neVj ares*y
and never pretended to bo, a Freethinker. But we jast

twenty other absolute lies were told at C. E. S. mcO
Sunday, and why should we waste our time, we
week, on the movements of such pious vermin ?
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

(Lectures suspended during the summer.)

To Correspondents

President's Honorarium Fund: Previously acknowledged,
nnual Subscriptions, £196 48. 6d Received since.—W. J.
Tt?" ’ ®-! Robert Stirton and Friends (quarterly), £1 4s. 6d.
Barratt, 2s. 6d.; Lancastrian, 5s.; D. B. N., 10s.

°b Mlller, Is.; J. D. Stones, £1 Is. ; A. Clarke, 10s.

' Henderson.— See paragraph. Thanks.

JIERT Stirton (Dundee), sending subscriptions on behalf of
i raself and friends to the President’s Honorarium Fund, says :
th' an?.meeting with very good encouragement in working for
hearj-jebt’ wLom | have yet approached responding very

' p'~~It was dealt with in last week’s issue, though you had not
~ en that number before you wrote. Thanks, all the same.

j,®'H arratt.— T he two tracts you want are not in print now
esh suppl]iCB of tracts will be announced presently. Clad to

(Dar y°u have been able to do a little missionary work for Free
ought privately at Bristol, a place that reeks with piety.

subscribes to the President’s Honorarium Fund
hopes the sug-

~W strian ”
, one who loves a fearless fighter”—and *“
T a tedfigure will be exceeded.”

the-.n*UG, TON writes from County Antrim, Ireland: “ | read
Week ree™ ner with increasing interest and admiration every
Qo The essence of its pages is clearness of thought and
gr ®Ea80ning. Many of its articles are, in my estimation, of
~ij., hterary value, and | may tell you | am keeping every copy

a view to having them bound in six-monthly volumes for

Peot°’]Wn U8e’ and to leave to my children. Comparatively few

conv'é are- aware °f the existence of the Freethinker. 1 am

W it would have thousands of additional readers if it

fient ¥ erti8ed and freely offered for sale.” This correspon-

fiow tv'n”s tflat our readers should send in suggestions as to
WJ IShis desideratum could be secured.

Week AtL wr‘fea: “ We want £15 per week for the next eight

bn 8 to complete the President’s Honorarium Fund. Five
fiurlirrsA  OUr army could complete this work in one week by
~ L 118 number of 5s. orders into Newcastle-street.

Corrick.—paper returned as desired. Probably you
ne™ pf °ur little mem. in the top corner, We may add that
theugh a* pious ejaculations related to side issues, as
arllie, ( 6 ejacuiator had quite failed to follow the writers’

Wakefield.—It was dealt with in our last issue. Thanks.

~—'fhe qluotation you send us from Ernest Untermann’s
wfi0 / «ud Revelation seems to us sheer nonsense. For a man
iUentai’ea. not hcliove in God to write of Atheism as “ simply
of tj anarchy,” and of Atheists as “ without any recognition
8Ur]/ censtinuttiiiidendeneiasl tdforvolistithe” viridbe veriest
of% é{ uf-f,WO cannot waste time on a deliberate criticism
™l o f
With ty, LitIN—The wnhappy man was in no way identified
Wé) , ccfhought movement. Why, then, need wo concern
InNsets

| Sorla/ to hoar there aré 'so few “ saints" or such

&urfige poes at Bunderland.  We hope that it is not a correct

tarty t llat " 8ome °f them mag be helpin? the local Labor
It € ° rUn a Christian Socialist brand of politics.”

5., ,Rakktone.—See “ Acid Drops.” Thanks.

hiscritf*R~f-he author of “ Mr. II's. leaflet ” must reply to
°Urm, 18 'f anybody. It is no business of ours. We defend
<V foments.

4. b lg Mahsey Fund— J. D. Stones, 5s.

"fi'ch subscribing to the President's Honorarium Fund,
the Fregii* iend®t0 dO annually, writes;: “ | am a reader of
Ulth as >In'er from its first number, and | love the paper as
U 8houii°MO' f don’t really know what I should do without
Qe to f] 8JCla culumity occur as its discontinuance. Permit
a0°ther you f°r the resumption of ‘ Book Chat ' under
fading »anilf" The two instalments already given are charming

4 F%aeping: Dl '8 correspondent is informed that Mr. Foote is
*~ANDLry . .
teferre(t = Ward wrote to that pious Bradford advertiser,

“oC. ° In *asf week’s “ Acid Drops,” and received no reply.
2oram stV 8-A.)~—Gillad you liked the sample vapy of this
)Mth you d are subscribing for a year in advance. Wo agree
Uere-"j lat ZLiberals"—or Freethinkers as we call them

01 support their own papers as they should.

Holej.,.» Many thanks for cuttings.

j_* PR R
> 'ét° the~ffY—Plad you have been able to get the Freethinker
. ﬁEIFiﬁ’Lﬁ larris Workmen's Reading Room. Reference noted.

ap T reply next week.
T tq es"s'f*“ Atheist monument ” in the Suiulay Circle
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The Secular Society, Limited, Office is at 2 Newcastle-street,
Farringdon-street, E.C.

The National Secular Society’s Office is at 2 Newcastle-street,
Farringdon-street, E.C.

Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed
to 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

Lecture Notices must reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-
street, E.C., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be
inserted.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.
Orders for literature should be sent to the Freethonght Pub-
lishing Company, Limited, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-

street, E.C., and not to the Editor.

Persons remitting for literature by stamps are specially requested
to send halfpenny stamps.

The Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:—One year,
10s. 6d.; half year. 5s. 3d. ; three months, 2s. 8d.

Scale of Advertisements . Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every suc-
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements :—One inch,
4s. 6d.; half column, £1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special
terms for repetitions.

Sugar Plums.

*The first of the Sunday Freethought Demonstrations that
are being organised under the auspices of the N. S. S. Execu-
tive will take place on Sunday, July 26, at Parliament Hill
Fields, at 6.15 p.m. This will probably be a cooler time
than would obtain in the afternoon, and therefore more con-
venient for both the speakers and the audience. Mr. E.
Wilson has kindly promised to supply a brake and pair of
horses for the occasion. Mr. Foote will attend and speak,
and as he has not been heard in London for some time there
will doubtless be a big rally of North London “ saints ” But
they should not come alone. They should briDg along as
many as possible of their more orthodox friends and acquain-
tances. The other speakers will be Mr. C. Cohen and Mr.
F. A. Davies, both of whom are so well-known in the London
open-air propaganda.

The following Sunday Freethought Demonstrations have
also been arranged for:—Sunday, August 9, Victoria Park;
Sunday, August 16, Regent's Park ; Sunday, August 23,
Brockwetl Park. Fuller details will be printed in futuro
issues of the Freethinker.

We beg to call attention again to the Social Gathering,
under the auspices of the N. S. S. Executive, which is to
take place at Anderton’s Hotel, Fleet-street, at 8 p.m., on
Thursday, July 30. There will bo, as before, no charge for
admission. Members of the N. S. S. aro all invited to
attend, and they may introduce a friend. Non-members,
who are unable to be introduced iu this way, can obtain an
admission card by writing to the N. S. S. secretary, Miss
E. M. Vance, at 2 Newcastle-street, E.C. Mr. G. W. Footo
will bo prosent with several of his colleagues, including
Messrs. C. Cohen and J. T. Lloyd. There will bo a littlo
vocal and instrumental music, etc., and plenty of opportu-
nity for conversation. Wo hope thero will be a large muster
on this occasion.

One of our ever-welcome exchanges is the New York
Truthseeker, edited by Mr. E. M. Macdonald, with the
valuable assistance of his brother George. Wo regret to see
from a recent number of that journal, dated June 27, that
Mr. Macdonald has been ill for some time, and is camping
out near the township of Liberty, with a viow to recovering
his health. When this number of the Freethinker meets his
eyes he will see that he has our heartiest sympathy and
most earnest wishes for his complete success in that enter-
prise. Mr. Macdonald has led the simple life, so wo fear
his breakdown is due to a too closo application to the duties
of his position. While ho is seeking health, and wo hope
finding it, the paper is in the very capable hands of brother
George, whoso head is iu the right place and his heart as
much as any man'’s in the cause of Freethought.

The New York Truthseeker reproduces our recent article
on " Socialism and Religion ” in reply to Mr. A. M. Thompson
of the Clarion. The editor, or perhaps his brother George,
writes an article in the same number on “ Christianity and
Socialism,” which we are reproducing in turn. We are not
called upon to correct or endorse Mr. Macdonald s view of
Socialism itself. Wo let that pirt of the article stand
because it is best to print the whole of it and there is no
harm in hearing what is being said on the subject in a hree-
thought contemporary.
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Fruits of Faith—II.
(Continued from p. 444.)
Raymond, Viscount of Beziers, who ruled the

country, acknowledging the King of Arragon as his
lord, sent ambassadors to the Pope to tender his
submission. The Pope received them with apparent
indulgence, but it was required of him that he should
make common cause with the Crusaders; that he
should assist them in exterminating the heretics—
his own subjects; and that he should surrender
seven of his strongest castles as a pledge of his
intentions. At the same time the Pope wrote to the
leaders of the Crusade :—

“ We counsel you, with the apostle Paul, to employ
guile with regard to this Count, for in this case it ought
to be called prudence. We must attack, separately,
those who are separated from unity, leave for a time the
Count of Toulouse, employing towards him a wise dis-
simulation, that the other heretics may be more easily
defeated, and that afterwards we may crush him when
he shall be left alone.”*

A policy which the leaders carried out to the letter.

They obtained the City of Beziers without fighting.
The population, whioh had been largely increased by
the multitude who had fled there for safety upon the
approach of the Crusaders—and who have been
variously estimated at from 88,000 to 60,000— took
refuge in the churches as a sanctuary against the
violence of their foes, and to supplicate the Heavenly
Father to save them. But the Heavenly Father
might as well have been one of those idols of wood
or stone to which the heathen in his blindness bows
down, for all the notice he took of their prayers. Of
that immense multitude not one was spared. In the
Church of the Magdalen alone seven thousand dead
bodies were counted. The great cathedral of Saint
Nicaise contained more than the Magdalen. Says
Sismondi:—

“ When the Crusaders had massacred the last living
creature in Beziers, and had pillaged the houses of all
that they thought worth carrying off, they set fire to the
city in every part at once, and reduced it to a vast
funeral pile. Not a house remained standing, not one
human being alive " (p. 86).

The terror inspired by this frightful massacre
caused the inhabitants to fly at the approach of the
Crusaders, who found more than a hundred castles
deserted. They still advanced, however, unsatiated
with blood, until they arrived before Carcassone.
Raymond Roger, with three hundred of his knights,
trusting to a safe conduct and the most complete
guarantee for his safety and liberty, both from the
Pope’s representative and the lords of the army,
confirmed by the most solemn oaths, trusted himself
in the camp of the Legate. “ But,” says Sismondi,
“ the Legate was profoundly penetrated with the
maxim of Innocent I11., that ‘ to keep faith with those
who have it not is an offence against the faith.'"" He
caused them all to be arrested. Fortunately, the
inhabitants of the city heard of the treachery, and,
taking advantage of a secret passage, three miles
long, escaped with their lives, leaving all their posses-
sions behind them. However, a certain number of
poor wretches had been captured in the fields, and
some of the fugitives had been overtaken and brought
to camp. From these and the three hundred knights
already in hand he selected four hundred and fifty
men and women for execution. Four hundred he
caused to be burned alive, and fifty to be hanged.

The object of the Crusade was now accomplished.
The Count of Toulouse had made a most humiliating
submission. The Viscount of Narbonne had pub-
lished laws against the heretics— laws of the utmost
rigor— in order to avoid asimilar visit. The Viscount
of Beziers was a prisoner, his two strongest cities
were destroyed, and most of his castles deserted.
The French lords began to feel some qualms for all

* Sismondi, History of the Crusades acainst the Alhigenses,
1826 ; p. 28.
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the blood which had been shed, and for their word,
which had been falsified (—

“ The Legate of the Pope alone felt that he had not
done enough....... To turn back the march of civilisation,

to obliterate the traces of a mighty progress of the
human mind, it was not sufficient to sacrifice, for &
example, some thousands of victims: the nation most
be destroyed ; all who had participated in the develop-
ment of thought and of science must perish, and none
must be spared but the lowest rustics, whose intelligence
is scarcely superior to the beasts whose labors they
share. Such was the object of the abbot Arnold, ad
he did not deceive himself as to the means of accom-
plishing it.”*

The sovereignty of the States was handed over to
the monster Simon de Montfort, whose first act was
to murder his prisoner Raymond, the rightful ruler,
and give it forth that he had died of dysentery-
“ The ruins of so fair a country,” says Sismondi,
“ the contrast between its former opulence and its
present desolation would soon have caused the foI»
of the war to have been succeeded by a deep-fOi
pity, if any other cause than religious fanaticism ha
armed the hands of the Crusaders" (p. 51). Only reH
gion was equal to the task of stifling the common
dictates of humanity. The Crusaders were t°°
intent upon pleasing God to leave room for a feeling
of pity or compassion for their victims. And ye"
the preachers of this religion have the face to asser
that without religion it is impossible to be moral !

De Montfort proceeded to a war of extermination”
He caused all the inhabitants he could lay ban
upon to be hanged. The Castle of Brom, calculating
upon its strength, ventured to resist; it was tak0
by assault, and more than a hundred of the wretchO
inhabitants had their eyes torn out, their noses cu
off, and in that state, under the guidance of a onO
eyed man, they were sent to the Castle of Cabar0 <
to announce to the garrison the fate that awaitO
them. J

At the taking of Lavaur, when De ”°n"jOg
judged the breach to be practicable, the Crusad0
prepared for the assault. The bishops and Pri®m
clothed with their pontifical habits, “ giving tbe
selves up to the joy of seeing the carnage beg !
sang the hymn Veni Creator." Simon de ~ dfj.‘ke
beseeched the Crusaders to take captives, “ that
priests of the living God might not be deprived
their promised joys.” They dragged out of .g
castle Aimery, Lord of Montreal, and eighty
knights. De Montfort immediately ordered the *
be hanged; but as soon as Aimery, the stoutes
them, was hanged, the gallows, which had b
hastily erected, fell down. De Montfort, seeing 1"
this would cause delay, ordered the rest to be
sacred ; and the monkish historian, who was an ;
witness of the scene, records— .

“ and the pilgrims, receiving the order with the u
avidity, very soon massacred them all upon 0 0y,
Tho lady of the castle, who was tho sister of ~ont

and an oxecrable heretic, was, by tho count’s [DO
fort’'s] ordor, thrown into a pit, which was filled LP"et.

stones; afterwards, our pilgrims collected the ®D
able heretics that tho castle contained, and burns
alive with the utmost joy.” f
These enormous crimes are not put on reco
enemies of the Church; they are recorded gjg
savage exultation, by the monks themselves. fty,
mondi says we owe to Peter, monk of Vaux-L g.
lihe admirer of Simon de Montfort, and who a
mnied the Crusade, the details of these m°n0
crimes, which are confirmed by other historian e Qjj.
Neither was it a case of race hatred ; it wa “0ok
gious hatred pure and simple; and all ®nr?l)0f ¢b0
iart in tho massacre. It was not the work ~
?rench alone. The Italian, Innooent I11-, BM
the signal, and “ continually sharpened. arjes.
of the murderers by his legates and missio gfjCx
The two Spaniards, the Bishop of Oynia ® «first
Dominic, the founders of the Inquisition, ”~0SO
naught the art of seeking out, in the villag0 >

*

'
N

Y

* Bismondi, p. 44.
t Sismondi, p, 77.
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st km pide8*8 were afterwards to fasten to their
tot if" ®ermans>invited by their monks, came
of a 6 par® ~is wor? even from the extremities

te pUB™ a>and the English Matthew Paris renders
8 imony to the zeal of his countrymen in the same
We, and to their triumphant joy at the miracle
» SO he called the massacre of Beziers) which had
avenged the Lord” (p. 58).
e'ther were the Crusaders—apart from their
mgion—bad men. Sismondi tells us :(—

“ Those who committed so many crimes were not, for

j greater part, bad men. They came from that part

1 burgundy and Northern France where crimes have

always been rare, where long contentions, hatred and

Bngeance are passions almost unknown—and where the

Unhappy are always sure to find compassion and aid.

be Crusaders themselves were always ready to afford

Bach other proofs of generosity, of support, and com-

passion ; but the heretics were, in their eyes, outcasts

,rYm the human race....... The more zealous they were

or the glory of God, the more ardently they labored for

e destruction of heretics, the better Christians they

bought themselves. And if at any time they felt a

biovement of pity or terror, whilst assisting at their

Punishment, they thought it a revolt of the flesh, which

boy confessed at the tribunal of penitence; nor could

nay get gOjt Of their remorse till their priest had given
mem absolution " (pp. 51-52).

N blame ought not to rest only upon those

mi  ragged the reformers to the flames, and who

thoi? . their songs of triumph with the groans of
8lr "enable victims.

bo Thete was something more personal, more deli

rate, more coldly ferocious, in those clouds of monks

nj.0’ issuing from all the convents of the order of

oc eaax' sPread themselves through the States of Europe,

¢ "“Pied all tho pulpits, appealed to all the passions to

m i ~ om into one, and showed how evory vice

ex 1 expiated by crime, how remorse might be

lot a .~ the flames of their pilos, how the soul, pol-

ans every shameful passion, might become pure
Eye 8P°tles8 by bathing in the blood of heretics.”

acooma” er kK16 Conquest of tho provinces had been
peoui P I8hed, and peace granted to the submissive
Preach mon”s continued in every church to
itapou ,a war of extermination, and each year

c’bntr Waves new fanatics upon the miserable

Count of Toulouse implored the Pope for
The*QxIOn'. "e E°P® referred him to a Council.
Self refused him permission to clear him
o Wo°n tho Count, who felt assured that his
pectej ° ce be established, heard this unex-

VOrdict, he burst into tears.

Ij I"bt Master Theodise rememborod a passage of
of h ~cr*Pfuro by which to free himself from feelings
said iUanity- H°w great soever be the overflow of waters
»eac"be, turning his tears into derision, they will nol

r Munto God; and he fulminatod, in tho name of tho
AI’L':JI'alli@ﬁn excommunication against the Count of
eIt r e was any perfidy to bo accomplished, an
Part 8 * ¢ was always found ready to undertake the
enu’ N hen they arrived at Toulouse, Bishop Eouquet
that ¢ city as a messenger of peace. “ In order
1 baay, said he to the Count [De Montfort],
*ay e people come out to meet you, that you
the r.-f'ze and take them, which you could not do in
8"\e i JJe advised his ilook to apply by succes-
hamn eputations to De Montfort, and “ swore by the

pteach’i thafc 6od whom ho was commissioned to
tatea?,to fchem>that his ardent charity alone dic-

As tk 6 advice which be had given for their welfare ”
MOntfae, deputations arrived successively before Do

Chie be loaded them with chains. Fortunatoly,
1B escaped and gave tho alarm to hia
had .~"zens, who flew to arms. But the soldiers

{"houM? entered the city. “ Directed by the
~ged n Pays our historian, “ they had already pil-
ahd Yj ?d Plundered the greater part of the said city,
itWaa0 j d women and girls in suoh numbers that
d’be in  to seo all the ill which the said bishop had
these’ *u 80 abort a time, to Toulouse.” The sight of
fnvOti*nable outrages provoked the citizens to

y that they drove the Crusaders out of the
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city with great slaughter. De Montfort, finding him-
self repulsed, threatened to put to death the prisoners
he had already captured by treachery; and the bishop,
with the Abbot of Saint Sernim, again entered the
city as mediators. They took an oath that if the
city surrendered, the Count would release their
prisoners, and neither touch their persons nor their
goods. By this time the people had lost all confi-
dence in the promises and oaths of the bishop ; but
the critical situation of the city, the fearful danger
of the hostages, “ and more than all, the constant
repugnance of the people to believe that the lords
and priests would falsify their oaths, determined the
Toulousians to submission.” Then, when by deliver-
ing up their arms and fortresses, they had deprived
themselves of all means of resistance, De Montfort
put the principal citizens in irons and sent them,
along with the prisoners he had promised to release,
into the principal castles of the province, where they
all perished, either by want or a violent death.

In 1219 the fanatical Prince Louis, son of Philip
Augustus, took upon himself a new expedition against
the Albigenses. At the siege of Marmand the
besieged offered to surrender if their lives and bag-
gage were spared. Louis told them they could go
away, carrying only their bodies with them. Accept-
ing this offer, they appeared at the tent of the king’s
son, to surrender themselves. But when the Bishop
of Saintes saw the Count d’'Astarrac and his knights
enter the tent of Louis, he said: “ Sire, my advice is
that you immediately kill and burn all these people
as heretics and apostates, and that none of them be
left alive; and then that you do neither more nor
less to those of the city.” Louis demurred to this
perfidious suggestion, and allowed d’'Astarrac his
liberty ; but in the meanwhile Amaury De Montfort
had entered into Marmand, “ and had given command
to execute the work which the Bishop of Saintes had
recommended in order to procure the blessing of God
upon their arms. All the inhabitants— men, women,
and children—to the number of five thousand, were
massacred.”

Louis, after testifying some displeasure at the
violation of his royal word, proceeded with the
campaign.

In the end the reformers were utterly extermi-
nated. The country, so beautiful, civilised, and
flourishing, was laid waste with fire and sword. The
Church triumphed. God was avenged. Sismondi
lays the blame on the monks and priests. Yes; but
priests and monks are governed by motives, the same
as ordinary people. What was their motive ? Pro-
testant historians tell us that it was the lust for
power and wealth ; they are quite shocked at the
idea that religion could impel them to commit such
atrocities. But there is a fact recorded by Sismondi
which throws a flood of light on the subject. It is
as follows.

The Inquisition was introduced into tho country
to deal with any fresh cases of heresy which might
arise, and to ferret out any herotios concealing their
heresy. The headquarters, or supreme tribunal, was
established at the Castle of Avignonet. This castle
was surprised by the Albigenses, and four Domi-
nicans, two Franciscans, and seven nuncios or
familiars, who formed the supreme tribunal, fell into
their hands. If lust for power, or wealth, or any
earthly consideration had been their object they
would have begged for mercy, or attempted to buy
their liberty. They did nothing of the kind. Says
Sismondi:—

“Tho monks, who had ordered so many murders,
who had been insensible to the sorrows of so many
families, awaited their murderers on their knees aud
singing the Te Deum, without endeavoring eithor to
defend or save themselves. They already anticipated
the enjoyment of the glory of the martyrs, so sincerely
did they imagino themselves serving God when they
bathed his altars with tho blood of human victims.

Those who ask us to admire the faith which
enabled the Christian martyrs to endure the scourge

* bismondi, History of the Crusades against the Albigenses, p. 2G
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and the stake forget that the same faith gave humane
men the fortitude to gaze on and inflict the ultimate
amount of torture that the human frame is capable
of bearing; that the same religion bred the per-
secutor and the martyr ; and whether he was one or
the other was determined by the times in which he
lived. The martyr who suffered when his beliefs
were in the minority becomes the persecutor when
his party attains to power. The martyr and the
persecutor are opposite sides of the same medal.

Of course, we are dealing with times when people
really believed in a future life, and that whether a
man spent eternity in unending torture or eternal
bliss depended entirely upon his religious belief.
What wonder, then, that men who believed that
heretics were leading souls to an eternity of torture
should attempt to exterminate them. As Dean
Milman observes of Peter, monk of Vaux-Vernay, the
historian of this Crusade: “ With him all wickedness
is centred in heresy. The heretic is a beast of prey,
to be slain wherever he may be found.”* Such were
the motives of the Crusaders.

We shall return to this subject in future articles,
of which this is only a commencement.

W. Mann.

Christianity and Socialism.

From the “ Trutiiseeker” (New York).

1 £ the Christian tells the story, the Christian Church abolished
slavery, and is furthermore responsible for all tho good there
is in the world—good actions, good institutions, good thoughts,
“ good everything.” Although it has never been the pioneer
in any movement for the botterment of mankind, but always
a clog and a hindrance to progress, the Christian Church has
adopted all completed progressive movements, and hastened
to claim any which bade fair to be great popular waves.
The attempt, therefore, on the part of some of the clergy to
make Socialism to be really another form of Christianity is
readily explicable. The cuckoo is trying to steal another
nest.

The matter we print this week on “ Socialism and Chris-
tianity" is interesting reading. It shows plainly that the
Socialists as well as tho Christian clergy are becoming mixed
in mind. With some of them it is evidently “ good Lord,
and good Devil;” who has got the votes ? Mr. Lewis would
try to dodge the question or tell tho truth. So long as
Socialism is a popular economic theory tbo clergy and their
followers will butt in, bringing with them their superstition,
which they will endeavor to graft upon the social scheme, as
thoy have grafted it upon the democracy of our republic.
Tho matter may as well be dealt with at once. “ Comrade ”
Maynard, a woman, is full of words, with no ideas. “ Cosmic
Theism ” is a mouth-filling phrase, but what does it moan ?
No dictionary that we possess, nor cyclopaedia nor com-
mentary, will enlighten us. And why “ superficial ” Atheism ?
Will a descent to any dopth reveal tho idoal of tho Theist ?

Of course, Catholics cannot remain affiliated with their
Church and act with the Socialists. Mr. Devine will ulti-
mately find that out. And we do not believe that Mr. Robert
Hunter will be able to keep the Socialist party secular. The
Christians are too obtrusive, always desirous of thrusting
their inconsequential other-world views upon their neighbors.
Socialism is as yet the same sort of an ideal as tho Christian
heaven, and the two can be made to coalesce very readily.
Talk to a Christian of the inequalities, miseries, and tyrannies
of life, and he points you to heaven. Show a Socialist tbo
improbability, not to say impossibility, of forming an altru-
istic society of tho selfish, brutal, cruel, tyrannical, unfeeling,
self-centred race of bipeds now living on the earth, and ho
will point you to Socialism, saying it will bo all right then.
Men will have no object in stealing and being selfish and
tyrannical, and they will become perfectly kind, gentle,
unselfish, altruistic. Rut .ask if he ever knew a man to
quit when he was gorged, and he will remain silent. When
did Rockefeller stop accumulating ?

The trouble is that Karl Marx sprang his dream of what
evolution would firmly accomplish upon the world too soon,
as did the Anarchists whose schemes wo canvassed a few
weeks since. They would all better have set themselves to
righting the wrongs in tho world than to describe heavens
to distract the people. Imagination answers desire only to
the confusion of the dreamer. As a political or economic
scheme, Socialism lacks one imperative need of mankind.
That is, a safeguard for liberty. It takes no note or care of

* Milman, History of Latin Christianity, vol. v., p. 247.
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the minority. It provides nothing for them. It is a
despotism. It grabs the earth as the capitalists it denounc
have done, and those who do not want to be dominated y
delegated bosses may go hang. The individual is nO

He cannot be. As the Socialist scheme contemplate3
control of all production and of all distribution, the 'n
dual has no place in it. A cog to a machine, like a con
marching in lock-step, he must have no will of his own,
there is no opportunity to use it.

But the world cannot exist part Socialist and parttr j
Men would fight then as now for ownership of natu
utilities. A hundred bosses are a hundred times worse t ~
one, and a mob despotism would be as cramping to liberty
the autocracy of the Czar. -

But all that is aside from the point of interest, which =
Will the clergy control the Socialist vote ? Socialism I9®
political philosophy well adapted for use by religious big0 ’
No government—no dream of government—can be m »
paternal than Socialism. If the Church gains contro »
the party, and some popular wave places the party in P°
will we have a distinctly religious political party? ™ka
something Messrs. Hunter and Hillquit, and the o
leaders, should think about. The Clarion editors, as du° ¢
by Mr. Foote, have reached the idiotically religious 3 ~
already. Comrade Maynard, with her cosmic Theism tO
bulwarked by Socialism, is not far behind them, and if 8 be
persons are to guide and govern the party’s future it wi
well for the Freethinkers in the party to come out "c
they are made tools to enslave themselves. Let not a dr
be put ahead of the eternal verities. Liberty is tho
thing worth striving for; without it, life is a flat fal ,
Enslavement to a religious ideal is the depth of intellec
degradation.

It Didn't Come Off.

Angelic Warnings.
From Our Own Correspondent.
New York, Sunday, June

T hroughout America enormous interest has been aron8
by tho mysterious case of Mrs. Anna Kisolcia, of |1a33
Now Jersoy, who says that a Heavenly angel appear® j9
her, and told her to bo prepared to die by six o'clocK ~
morning. She is a young woman, a widow, and a . . D
Catholic. She talked like a refined and cultured Chris Be
and was strictly sensiblo on all points, except t')a
believed implicitly that the hour of her death t0'™
foretold. Moreover, she had the gift of making a 10
friends believo her.

Since Saturday week, when the alleged angel
she had arranged all her affairs, ordered her coffin, an
her shroud. Then she went to tho general hospital a
saic, New Jersoy, paid for a private room, and asj ey
doctors to attend her until six to day, when pbe &ia,d do
could certify her death. Sho declared that she wg %ped
horself no injury, but admittedly sho wanted to bo
home,” and see her husband in heaven. All last we0. .{o*l>
tographs of Mrs. Kiselcia, a woman of delicate, > 0"s-
and rather attractive features, wero published in tho
papers throughout the country, aud reporters were 1 *gj,
stant attendance at tho hospital. To-day everybody a0
“ 1 wonder if Mrs. Kiselcia is alive.” No nowspnP " ere-
printed hore on Sunday to answer tho question, and . jo
fore despatched a representative of The Daily 'lel*;jgboe®

, OF

red,

Passaic, and have just talked with him over the long- O/fil

telephone '

(ton a.m.) was still alive, and had just oaten lot
date3

good breakfast..........ccceeesnnenn.
1“like Baxtor, tho American “ prophot,* whose ax-jjm

the end of the world were always coming wrong, ftd
Kiselcia does not say she blundored in her date8 ,kly
promptly adjourns tho hour of her death, but says

and fairly that she must have boon Buffering from “0 noOp™
Sho »ays she is Borry to =break faith ” with no ~ fad
who had trusted her, and bencoforth sho will bo sc Y

regarding alleged angelic warnings. ’

STILL MORE MIRACULOUS. gupfliO
“ In choosing his men,” said tho Sabbath-sob0® ~ tli«¥
ndent, “ Oideon did not select those who lam tires
mg and throw themselves down to drink; kO cr,”
bo watched with one eye and drank with the 0O
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The Sphinx.

By Heine.
Translated by James Thomson (“ B. V").

It is the ancient, haunted wood !
The marvellous moonlight,

The fragrance of the lindenblooms
Enchant me with delight.

I further go, and all the air
Is music as | go;

It is the nightingale, she sings
Of love and love’s wild woe.

She sings of love and love’s wild woe,
Of laughters, tears, and sighs ;

So sad her glee, so glad her grief,
Forgotten dreams arise.

I further go, and as | go
I see before me there

In open space a castle stand,
The turrets high in air.

The windows closed—a mournfulness,
A stillness that appals ;

As if Death held his silent court
Within those gloomy walls.

Before the gate there lay a sphinx,
Half terror and half grace;

A lion's body, lion’s claws,
A woman'’s breasts and face.

A woman fair 1 The pale look spoko
Of fierce desires and wiles ;

The dumb stone lips were wreathed and curled
In most voluptuous smiles.

The nightingale so sweetly sang
That | could not resist;

I went and Kkissed the sweet, cold face,
Self-ruined as | Kissed.

The statue struggled into life,
The tomb of stono was burst;

She drank my ardent Kisses in
With fierce and panting thirst.

She drank my breath, she drank my soul,
With amorous heat aflame ;

Embraced me with the lion-claws
And rent my shuddering frame.

Ecstatic torture, blissful pangs 1
O joy and woo unmeasured 1

While still the sharp claws wounded mo,
The mouth’s sweet kisses pleasured.

The nightingale sang: “ O fairest sphinx 1
0 strange Love, how is this,

Iliat you must minglo deadly pain
With all your highest bliss ?

0 fairest Sphinx 1 vouchsafe mo now
This riddlo to explain,
tot | through many thousand yoars
Have pondered it in vain.”
Al
C'vtver)Hi have said in good proso....... When one,
edif-~8afla'n the old poems, to furbish thorn up for
jili(kyme i!°¥ Ono faIIs unawares into tho jingling habitude

Phdege ‘©®-Bresay ! and beheld 1 it js With- verse tRat |
Ap0~ | tbi Nidstion of Wb sk 0j Songs. O
mo f °'* R those versos aro bad, thou wilt surely

Jlou kn2,to0e....... For thou art an omnisciont god, and
«ivo tjoon ,  pfifht well whierefore sinoe so many glegtlm
and Unabl°® {ovoto “ ‘e i wherefore the
C o .Tanco of words....... Thou kn°7“ L brilliant fire-
Ylblcb ODQO delighted the world jar more
8at|ousPu’\nta8|e8' had suddenly to bo app cOD8umos
V andB....... Thou kuowest wherefore it n°w
and K rt»" bidden fire....... Thou comprehc
tboW 21 Uod, for thou also dost

cxchango
arrows... =

IRen at Paris, February 20, 1839.)

gr?he «orriest CHf RTERED LIBERTINES.”

dJ*?  tliceXb'bition at tho farcical Pan-Anglican Con-
°u&gin,, spectacle of Canon Rawnsley unctuously
6 modern novel. Maybe, some novelists do

THE) FBHHTHINKHB

461

not always write with restraint and sobriety on matters
relating to sex ; but a parson is the last man in the world
who should complain. The clergy themselves are far worse
offenders than any mere novelists. They thrust the Bible
into the hands of every child. And the most utterly shame-
less of the novels denounced by Canon Rawnsley is a com-
paratively innocent work when placed by the side of the Old
and New Testaments. The Bible is full of passages totally
unfit to read aloud to an adult mixed congregation. And it
is a crime to force such a work into the hands of little chil-
dren. Detailed accounts of murder, incest, adultery, rape,
sodomy, onanism, and unnatural vice occur in the Bible with
remarkable frequency. Polygamy, slavery, wholesale viola-
tion, and indiscriminate massacre are not only mentioned,
but have the Divine sanction. These and other truly awful
horrors, mark you, are written in plain, unvarnished lan-
guage which the least-lettered juvenile can understand. Is
it possible to conceive of anything more disgusting and hypo-
critical? The majority of novel readers are, at least, grown
up; and persons of full age are not so easily contaminated
by badly-written novels as the clergy imagine. But the
impressions of early childhood are indelible. And “ God'’s
Holy Book ” is the one work which is compulsorily read in
our schools, in order, say the clergy, that our little ones
should be loving, kind, pure, and gentle.

Prevention of Crime.

T he following resolution has been passed by the Criminal
Law and Prison Reform Department of the Humanitarian
League:—

“* That this Committee, having regard to the dangerous
and despotic powers bestowed on the prison authorities by
the Home Secretary’s Prevention of Crime Bill, urges on the
Government that the Bill should be so amended as to provide
(1) that only Judges of the High Court should be empowered
to pass sentences of ‘ preventive detention (2) that the
total period of such detention should not be more than ten
years ; (3) that the prisoners should be in the charge of a
specially trained staff, who have had nothing to do with the
infliction of prison punishments; and (4) that the Board
which is to determine the fate of this class of prisoner should
be independent of the Home Office and Scotland Yard.”

Correspondence.

“ REAL CHRISTIANITY.”
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.

Sir,—Permit mo to point out a slight slip in your article,
undor the above title, which appeared in your issue of the
12th inst. In this it is stated that—" There is not a single
articlo of belief on which they [Christians of all creeds] are
all agreed.”

There is, however, one articlo of practice on which thoro
is absolute unanimity among Christians of every denomina-
tion, and this is crystallised iu tho text, ‘“ Now concerning
tho collection ” (1st Corinthians xvi. 1). R X

Iconoclasts’ Cricket Club Sixth Match
V.
Mornington House Cricket Club.

Result: draw. Scores: I.C. C., 188 for 5 wickets (innings
declared closed) ; Mornington Houso, 67 for 7 wickets. Rain
curtailed play, otherwise tho Iconoclasts would have gainod
an easy victory. Our opponents were outplayed in every
department of tho game. The chief features of the gamo
were tho fine hitting of Ford, who drove with tremendous
power, and tho bowling of C. Harvoy, who took four wickets
in four successive balls. Harvey joined our club through
the announcements in tho Freethinker. Many friends of tho
members wore again present, including many ladies.

H. E. Voigt, Captainl. C. C.

LEARNING EARLY.

A Sunday-school teacher had been telling her class the
story of the Good Samaritan. When she asked them what
the story meant, a little boy said : “ It means that when I
am in trouble my neighbors must help me.”
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, eto.

Notices of Lectures, eto., most reach ns by first post on Tuesdaj
and be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
Outdoor,

Bethnal Green Branch N. S.S.: Victoria Park (near the
Fountain), 3.15, R. Rosetti, “ The Pagan Origin of Christianity
6.15, W. J. Ramsey, a Lecture.

Camberwell Branch N. S. S.: Station-road, 11.30, F. Schaller.
Brockwell Park, 3.15 and 6.15, C. Cohen.

Kingstand Branch N. S. S.: Ridley-road, 11.30, F. Schaller,
“ Science versus the Bible.”

North London Branch N. S. S.: Parliament HI”, 3.30, W. J.
Ramsey.

West Ham Branch N. S. S.: Outside Maryland Point Station,
Stratford, 7, Mr. Ford, “ Peace, Perfect Peace.”

W est London Branch N. fd. ti. : Hyde Park (near Marble Arch),
11.30, a Lecture.

W oolwich B ranch N. S. S.: Beresford-square, 11.30, a Lecture.

COUNTRY.
E dinburgh Branch N. S. S. (Rationalists’ Club, 12 Hill-square):
Social meeting, Thursdays, at 8.15.
Outdoor.

Bury : Fair Ground, Tuesday, July 21, at 7.30, J. McLennan,
a Lecture.

E dinburgh Branch N. S.S.: The Meadows, 2.30, a Lecture ;
The Mound, 6.30, a Lecture.

Liverpool Branch N. H fd. : Corner of Shiel-road and Boaler-
street, Thursday, July 16, at 8, Sidney Wollen, “ His Satanic
Majesty.” Sunday, July 19, at 3, “ Getting Right with God 7,
“ The Teachings and Example of Christ.”

Rochdale : Town Hall Square, Thursday, July 23, at 7.30, J.

McLennan, a Lecture.

Wigan: Market Steps, Wednesday, July 22, at 7.30, J.
McLennan, “ God’'s Character.”
H. S. Wisuart's Lectures.
Leeds: Friday, July 17, Town Hall Square, at 7.30, “ The

Growth of Christ.”

Wigan : Sunday, July 19, Market Steps, at 11, “ Thomas
Paine, Hero and Pioneer”; 3, Gospel Reading—"Did Christ
Teach Poverty ?” 7, “ Christianity’s surrender to Freethought.”

Bradford : Monday, July 20.

Neison : Tuesday, July 21, Secondary School Ground, at 7.30,
“ If Christ be not risen, then is your faith vain.”

Burnitey: Wednessday, July 22, at 7.30, “The Fable of the
Resurrection.”

W arrington: Thursday, July 23, at 7.30, "Ballard's Despic-
able Treatment of Blatchford.”

TRUE MORALITY:

Op, The Theory and Praotioe of Neo-Malthnsianism.
IS, | BELIEVE,

THE BEST BOOK

ON THIS SUBJECT.

Buperfine Large-paper Edition, 176 pages, with Portrait and Auto-
graph, bound in cloth, gilt-lettered, post free It. a copy.

In order that It may have a large otroulatlon, and to bring It
within the reaoh of the poor, | have issued

A POPULAR EDITION IN PAPER COVERS.

A oopy of this edition post free for 2d. A dozen ooples, for dis-
tribution, post free for one shilling.

The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, says: *Mr
Holmes's pamphlet....... is an almost unexceptional statement
of the Neo-Malthusianism theory and praotioe....... and through
out appeals to moral feeling....... The special value of Mi
Holmes's service to the Neo-Malthusian cause and to hnmai.
well-being generally is just his combination in his pamphlet
of a plain statement of the physical and moral need for famil)
limitation, with a plain aocoonnt of the means by whioh it can be
secarod, and an offer to all oonoerned of the requisites at the
lowest possmle prices.”

The Council of the Malthnsian League, Dr. Dryadale, Di.
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very high terms.

Orders should be sent to the author.

J, R HOLMES, EAST HANNEY, WANTAGE.

SECONDHAND BOOKS.

s. d
Short History of Freethought, by J. M. Robert-
son. 1stedition. In one vol.........cocoeevieiiiienieiniceen, 5 6
Progress of the Intellect, by R. W. Mackay.
2 VOIS ottt e 4 0

Mankind: their Origin and Destiny, by M.A,,
Oxon. 780 pp. Scholarly work by author of The Gospel
History. Many plates of Zodiacs, etc..........cccvevvcineennnns 6

All in good condition.  Carriage paid.
W. M,, 27 HOPE STREET, LINCOLN.
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“The Churches and
Modern Thought.

ONE OF THE
MOST REMARKABLE BOOKS

recently published can now be obtained at
Freethinker office.

Price 3s. 6d. net, by post 4d. extra-

Cheap Edition Is. net—same postage.

Mr. A. W. Benn, author of The History of English Ratio
in the Nineteenth Century, says Happening to dip into " . ogj,
page, | found myself insensibly drawn along, and so con eative
devoting to it the few half-hours at my disposal for re° g,
reading, without missing a word, until |1 had reached, with 6

the last page.”

A précis of the contents and a selection oj over 100 Press opini°re
be supplied on receipt of a half-penny stamp to cover

A NEW (THE THIRD) EDITION
OF

FROM FICTION TO FACT-
By F. BONTE.

(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)

REVISED AND ENLARGED.
SHOULD BE SCATTERED BroaDcAsT-

SIXTY-FOUR PAGES.
PRICE ONE PENNY.

_ 9C
The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street

MARTYRDOM OF HYPATIA!

OR, THE
DEATH OF THE CLASSICAL WORLD

An Address delivered at Chicago by

M. M. MANGASARIAN’

Will be forwarded, post free, for
THREE HALFPENCE.

®C
I'nk Pioneer Press. 2 Newcastle-streot, Farringdon- Sstreet

PAMPHLETS by C. COHEN-

Foreign Missions, their Dangers &n gd'
Delusions
Full of facts and figures. 6ok
An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics mm
Principles of ethics, based on the doctrine of Evoluti°n 2d-
Evolution and Christianity -- id>

Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity-' id.
Christianity and Social Ethics id.

Pain and Providence ...

,-gtreet
The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon”

AN, with knowledge of General in
seeks Situation as Caretaker or Place ,°excellent rer
capacity ; W|II|ng to give security ; sixteen ye®** j-reethiDe *
ence ; marrled thirty-one years old one child! =~ . g.C.
W. B., ¢/lo The' Secretary N. S. S., 2 Newcastle-ecro
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THE SECULAR SOCIETY,
LIMITED)
Company Limited by Guarantee.
Begietered Office—2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, B.G.
Chairman of Board of Direotore—Mx. G. W. FOOTE.

Secretary—B, M.

! .I—l’oIBywasIorinoa m la»» lo afford legal seourny to the
ThSm ° ax*“PPLoation oi funds lor Secular purposea.
~eM emorandum of Association seta forth that the Soolety'B
should viare '— Pronote the principle that human oonduot
»atari \D @EL* upon natural knowledge, and not upon auper-
sod of* i 18 anl* human welfare in thia world ia the proper
TO 1al*thought and aotion. To promote freedom of inquiry.
Pato 01no*e universal Seoular Education. To promote the oom-
sa\fulStkhlariaa™On °* @®tate>eto->et0, . And to do all auoh
hold **'ng0 as are oonduoive to auch objects. Alao to have,
°r bea’600" 0’ ani* retain anY auma of money paid, given, deviBed
ﬁt) ,"ueathed by any peraon, and to employ the same for any of
Th |F°va_es °f A Soma_jy
should abil“y °f memhsrBia limited to £1, In oage the Society
Habiliever Ue wound up and the aaaets were inauffioient to oover
Me —8 most unlikely oontingenoy.
te , herapay an entranoe fee of ten ahillinga, and a aubaequent
T inscription of five ahillinga.

08 Society haa aoonaiderable number of memberB, but a muob
Win dniln, Lbr ia deairable, and it ia hoped that some will be
It Parti VOO11®8! thoae who read thia announcement.  All who join
itsre* ° Pate  *"0 oontrol of ita buaineaa and the truateeahip of
tion .80nt°88. It Jbexpressly provided in the Articles of Aaaooia-
th0So | n° memhor, aa auoh, ahall derive any sort of profit from

anv " otOty> either by way of dividend, bonus, or intereat, or iD

Th’>SV\ha ever.
Oiteot "Omaty’B affairs are managed by an elected Board of
teiv otB>consisting of not leaa than five and not more than
members, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) each year,

1

VANCE (Miss),

but are capable of re-election. An Annual General Meeting of
membera must be held in London, to reoeive the Report, elect
new Directors, and transaot any*other business that may arise.

Being a duly registered body, the Seoular Booiety, Limited,
oan receive donations and bequeats with absolute security.
Those who are in a position to do ao are invited to make
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favor in their
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension.
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The executors
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary course of
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in
connection with any of the wills by which the Society has
already been benefited.

The Society's solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battoock 23
Rood-lane, Fenchuroh-street, London, E.C.

A Form of Bequest—The following is a sufficient fcrm of
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators “ 1 give and
“ bequeath to the Seoular Society, Limited, the sum of £-----
" free from Legacy Duty, and | direct that a receipt signed by
"two members of th6 Board of the said Sooiety and the Secretary
" thereof shall be a good discharge to my Exeoutors for the
“ said Legaoy."

Friends of the Society who have remembered It in their wills,
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary of
the faot, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will
(if desired) treat it as striotly confidential. This is not necessary,
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, and
their oontents have to be established by competent testimony.

Under the Ban of the London County Council.
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~ynoldt't Newspaper says:—*“ Mr. G W. Foote, ohairman of the Secular Socioty, is well known as a man of

N lonal ability.
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A popular, rovised, and
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WORKS BY G W. FOOTE.

ATHEISM AND MORALITY 2d., post id.

BIBLE HANDBOOK FOR FREETHINKERS AND IN-
QUIRING CHRISTIANS. A new edition, revised and
handsomely printed. Cheap edition, paper cover, Is. 6d.;
cloth 2s. 6d., post 2}d.

BIBLE ROMANCES. Popular edition, with Portrait, paper
6d., post 2}d.  Superior edition (160 pages), cloth 2s.,
post 2Jd.

CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS. Second and cheaper
edition. Recommended by Mr. Robert Blatchford in Ood
and My Neighbor. Id., post id.

CHRISTIANITY AND SECULARISM.
Debate with the Rev. Dr. James McCann.
cloth Is. 6d., post 2d.

CRIMES OF CHRISTIANITY. Hundreds of references are
given to standard authorities. No pains have been spared to
make the work a complete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable
Indictment of Christianity. The Tree is judged by its
Fruit. Cloth (214 pp.), 2s. 6d., post 3d.

COMIC SERMONS AND OTHER FANTASIAS. 8d., post Id.

DARWIN ON GOD. Containing all the passages in the works
of Darwin bearing on the subject of religion. 6d., post Id.

DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH. Three hours’ Address to the
Jury before Lord Coleridge. With Special Preface and
many Footnotes. 4d., post Id.

DROPPING THE DEVIL: and Other Free Church Per-
formances. 2d., post id.

R OF FREETHOUGHT. First Series, cloth, 2s. 6d.,
post 3d. Second Series, cloth 2s. 6d., post 3d.

GOD SAVE THE KING. An English Republican's Coronation
Notes. 2d., post id.

HALL OF SCIENCE LIBEL CASE, with Full and True
Account of the “ Leeds Orgies.” 3d., post Id.

INFIDEL DEATH-BEDS. Second edition, much enlarged.
8d., post la. Superfine paper in cloth, Is. 3d., post lid.

INTERVIEW WITH THE DEVIL. 2d., postid.

IS SOCIALISM SOUND? Four Nights' Publio Debate with
Annie Besant. Is., post lid.; cloth, 2s., post 2id.

INGERSOLLISM DEFENDED AGAINST ARCHDEACON

Four Nights- Public
Paper, Is.;

FARRAR. 2d., post id.
JOHN MORLEY AS A FREETHINKER. 2d., post id.
LETTERS TO THE CLERGY. (128 pp.). lIs., post 2d.

LETTERS TO JESUS CHRIST. 4d., post id.

LIE IN FIVE CHAPTERS; or, Hugh Prioe Hughes' Con-
verted Atheist. 1d., post id.
MRS. BESANT'S THEOSOPHY.

2d., post id.

A Candid Criticism.

WORKS BY COLONEL

A CHRISTIAN CATECHISM. One of the most useful and

brilliant of Colonel Ingersoll’'s pamphlets. 6d., post Id.
ART AND MORALITY. 2d., postid.
A WOODEN GOD. Id., post id.
CREEDS AND SPIRITUALITY. Id., post id.

CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 3d., post id

DEFENCE OF FREETHOUGHT. Five Hours' Address to
the Jury at the Trial for Blasphemy of C. B. Reynolds. 4d.,
post id.

DO | BLASPHEME ? 2d., post id.

ERNEST RENAN. 2d., post id.

FAITH AND FACT. Reply to Rev. Dr. Field. 2d., post id.

GOD AND THE STATE. 2d., post id.

HOUSE OF DEATH. Being Funeral Orations and Addresses
on various occasions. Is., post 2d.

INGERSOLL’'S ADVICE TO PARENTS. Keep Children out
of Church and Sunday-school Id.

LAST WORDS ON SUICIDE. 2d., post id.

LECTURES. Popular Edition. Paper covers, 6d. post Id.

LIVE TOPICS. Id., post id.

MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE,
post id.

MYTH AND MIRACLE. Id., postid.

ORATION ON LINCOLN. 3d., post id.

ORATION ON THE GODS. 6d., post Id.

ORATION ON VOLTAIRE. 3d., post id,

ORATION ON WALT WHITMAN. 3d., post Id.

REAL BLASPHEMY. Id., postid.

An Agnostic’'s View. 2d.

MY RESURRECTION. A Missing Chapter from the Gospel
of Matthew. 2d., post id.

PECULIAR PEOPLE. An Open Letter to Mr. Justice Wills.
Id., post id.

PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM. 3d., post id.

REMINISCENCES OF CHARLES BRADLAUGH.
post Id.

ROME OR ATHEISM? The Great Alternative. 3d., post
ROYAL PAUPERS. Showing what Royalty does tor tre
People and what the People do for Royalty. 2d., post id-
SALVATION SYRUP; or, Light on Darkest England. A

Reply to General Booth. 2d., post id.
SECULARISM AND THEOSOPHY. A Rejoinder to Ms.
Besant. 2d., post id.
THE BOOK OF GOD,

With Special Reference to Dean Farrar’s Apology.
s.; cloth, 2s., post 2d.
THE GRAND OLD BOOK. A Reply to the Grand Old Man+
An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladston
Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture. Is.; bound in cio 1

is. 6d., post lid.

THE BIBLE GOD. 2d., post id.

THE ATHEIST SHOEMAKER and the Rev. Hugh Price
Hughes. 1d., post id.

THE IMPOSSIBLE CREED. An Open Letter to Bisb°P
Magee on the Sermon on the Mount. 2d., post id.

THE SIGN OF THE CROSS. A Candid Criticism of M-
Wilson Barret's Play. 6d., post lid.

THE DYING ATHEIST. A Story. Id., postid.

THEISM OR ATHEISM? Publio Debate between G- Vj
Foote and the Rev. W. T. Lee. Verbatim Report, rev
by both Disputants. Well printed and neatly bo
Is., post lid.

THE NEW CAGLIOSTRO.
Blavatsky. 2d., post id.

THE JEWISH LIFE OF CHRIST. Being the Sepher ToW
Jeihu, or Book of the Generation of Jesus. Edited, Wit 6
Historical Preface and Voluminous Notes, by G. W. *
and J. M. Wheeler. 6d., post Id.

THE PASSING OF JESUS. The Last Adventures of
First Messiah. 2d., post id.

WAS JESUS INSANE ? A Searching Inquiry into the Ivken »
Condition of the Prophet of Nazareth. Id., post id.

WHAT IS AGNOSTICISM 7 With Observations on
Bradlaugh, and Ingersoll, and a Reply to George
Holyoake ; also a Defence of Atheism. 3d., post id-

WHO WAS THE FATHER OF JESUS? 2d., post id.
WILL CHRIST SAVE US? 6d., post Id.

&j"

in the Light of the Higher Critioism
*aP

An Open Letter to Mad»»6

INGERSOLL.

REPLY TO GLADSTONE. With a Biography by
J. M. Wheeler. 4d., post Id.

ROME OR REASON 7 A Reply to cardinal Manning-

late

post 1d.
SHAKESPEARE. 6d., post Id.
SKULLS. 2d., post id.

SOCIAL SALVATION. 2d., post id. er,

SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES. 136 pp. on soperfl'®P piste
cloth 2s. 6d., post 3d. ; paper Is., post lid. Only HjnOtiog
edition in England Accurate as Colenso and as la
as anovel. Abridged Edition, 16 pp. Id., post id-

SUPERSTITION. 6d, post Id.

TAKE A ROAD OF YOUR OWN. Id., post id.

THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 3d., post id.

THE COMING CIVILISATION. 3d., post id.

THE DEVIL. 6d., post Id.

THE DYING CREED. 2d., post id.

THE GHOSTS. Superior Edition, 3d., post id

THE HOLY BIBLE. 6d., post Id.

THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH. 2d., post id. b the
THE LIMITS OF TOLERATION. A Disonssion w tjd.
Hon. F. D. Coudert and Gov. S. L. Woodford. 2d" *

THE THREE PHILANTHROPISTS.
WHAT IS RELIGION? Colonel Ingersoll's
2d., post id.
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 2d.,P°H
WHY AM | AN AGNOSTIC? Rtk mstjd: S
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