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Time will not be ours for ever:
He at length our good will sever.
Spend not then his gifts in vain.
Suns that set may rise again;
But if once we lose this light,
'Tis with us perpetual night.

—B en  Jonson .

“ Real Christianity.”

whr Wc°k’a New Age—a Socialist paper, apparently 
tain l ^  " *ntellectual8 ” for “ intellectuals ”—con- 
l>ook rev*ew °f Mr. Philip Vivian’s powerful 
noti ’ P ?  Churches and Modern Thought, which was 
tyjll .in our own last issue, and which we hope 

,enl°y an extensive circulation in its present 
revj Gt̂ u^y cheap form. In the course of the 
par(.6wl 0ur contemporary, while praising the critical 
eau ,°‘ Mr. Vivian’s book, poured scorn on what it 
«p " bis proposed alternative to Christianity.” 
®dit S°nally>” the reviewer, who is probably the 
of i?r’ 8a,id, “ we had rather live in the atmosphere 
Ph 0 m°st benighted Church than in the atrnos- 
at moral systematisers. The superstitious are 
W art more human than the doctrinaires." More 
~̂ aa are they? Well, they are not more humane 
band Mr' ®raSe would find if he ever fell into their 
bave n after falling under their displeasure. But we 
gentl D° r|sbt, and no intention, to object to this 
br°urrHan'8 Per80nai preforeuoos. Those who were 
prefer ., UP in a “ benighted Church ’’ may easily 
c°tntn ^ °tber utopias than their own. It is so 

All t°h bark back to early affections, 
to deai 1̂  however, is by the way. What we wish 
alter' f'^b is the extraordinary statement that “ no 
Here .'l -e to real Christianity will ever bo needed.” 
to HaiQ, as we have had more than one occasion 
Br. j  ,aia lately, and in much the same connection, 
is the ln80n’8 dictum is illustrated that the adjective 
Dot at ural enomy of the noun. Mr. Orago would
^ooid r° 8ay that no alternative to Christianity 
^ccortr Ver bo nee^0(i- He knows better than that, 
hative "0?}? be slips in the word “ real.” No alter-

6(
ue
rl _______, ... _______________ _

an alter  ̂b?Dre *n an alternative. You cannot have

W;;,u will’ ever he needed to “ real Christianity.’’ 
C.agree with him. “ Real Christianity is a per- 
atioti mGaninglos8 expression. Nobody can say w 
K ther Person intends by it. Naturally, therefore, 
an aa, r ot bgure in an alternative. Yr- "" 

p, ,0rnative to an unintelligibility.
«< i., bddron come up to one in the street and ask for 
¡8 ae right time.” There is no right time—and there 

1ronB time. The time is the time. Children 
f i f t h ,  taught to ask for “ the time simply. 
d0°/ 8b People may call this pedantic. But there is 
aoCn!<T ntry in encouraging accurate speech. And 
mQrnate 8peech reacts upon the mind, producing 
great \ 0ruPulous intelligence—which is one of the 
tonmeat disiderata in the present age of lluen 

and flabby thinking. .
V ’ 0rage reminds us—we mean, in this instance 
talk» , °bildren who ask for “ the right time. He 
taea!. , ab°ut “ real Christianity.” What does he 

t 407 ^ °68 be reaHy mean anything ? Christiani y

is Christianity. At least, it should be. And what is 
not Christianity is not Christianity. Which is the 
end of the matter.

What a reflection it is on this astonishing faith 
that even now, after it has been in the world nearly 
two thousand years, nobody is able to obtain assur
ance as to what it is, and when it is mentioned in 
newspaper articles the writers have to guard them
selves against misconception by putting a vague, 
non committal adjective before it. If this religion 
be of divine origin, and if it has, as we are told, 
been divinely supported from the very first, and 
will be so to the very end, its meaning ought to 
be clearly established. Yet it is still fiercely debated. 
Protestants denounce Catholics as idolators, and 
Catholics denounce Protestants as heretics. Then 
the Protestants split up amongst themselves into 
scores of sects, and denounce each other with pious 
ferocity. Ask them what Christianity is, and they 
all give different answers. There is not a single 
article of belief on which they are all agreed. And 
what they differ about must be of vital importance, 
unless they are the most quarrelsome people on 
earth.

The Pope of Rome teaches one thing as Christi
anity, and calls himself God’s viceregent in this 
world. The Archbishop of Canterbury teaches 
another thing as Christianity, and declares the Pope, 
as God’s vicegerent, to be a rank impostor. Each 
thinks the other wrong, and it is doubtful if either 
of them thinks the other is going to heaven. The 
Nonconformists regard both the Pope and the 
Archbishop as wretched pretenders, and teach 
quite another thing as Christianity. And the Non
conformists themselves, while they act together 
politically und socially through their Free Church 
Councils, cannot act with each other religiously, any 
more than they can act religiously with the Catholic 
Church or the Church of England. There is no 
unanimity, and beneath the surface there is no affec
tion. They “ love one another ” with a most 
bitter love. They remind us of the Aristocrat and 
the Revolutionist. “ We are brothers,” said the 
former. “ Yes,” said the latter, “ like Cain and 
Abel.”

And now on the top of this Tower of Babel the 
Socialist editor of the New Age flies a new flag of 
“ real Christianity.” All the Christian seots on the 
lower floors are wrong. They must be, or why the 
adjective? Mr. Orage has got the real thing. But 
ho does not tell us what it is. He talks about “ the 
kernel of the Christian doctrine ” which has “ been 
obscured by the textual, historical, and theological 
husks” of “ foolish fanatics and worldlings.” But 
“ kernel ” is only a word. What does it mean in 
this particular connection ? What is the kernel of 
Christianity ? And if Mr. Orage were to give an 
answer, how many Christians would it satisfy besides 
himself ?

The issue may be narrowed down. Mr. Orage 
appears to agree with Mr. Vivian on the critical side 
of his work. What is attacked by Mr. Vivian may 
be dismissed. But what is left ? Nothing. And 
apparently that is “ real Christianity.”

Perhaps it was worth while boreing down to the 
bed-rock. We know where we are now.

G. W. F oote.
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Quickening the Pace.

IN reading Mr. H. G. Wells’s New Worlds for Old and 
reflecting upon its lively and graphic anticipations of 
our planet as transformed by Socialism, I was pecu
liarly sensible of the quickened pace at which poli
tical ideas now march. I cannot say I count Mr. 
Wells a first-class philosopher. He seizes upon 
modern Socialism as he would seize upon radium, or 
airships, or electric cooking devices. It is all so 
much admirable material for a novel or a six-shilling 
popular essay. He writes as if policy was shaped 
mainly by journalists. Of the passionate, resolute, 
devoted efforts of the men and women in the common 
ranks of the Labor Movement he takes no special 
account. Yet such people represent the bulk of the 
world’s population, and the Middle-class whom Mr. 
Wells chiefly addresses are in a marked minority. 
Nor do I find in this clever essayist’s work any indi 
cations of a strong historic sense. Of course, he 
knows the Greeks and Romans, and is aware that 
the Middle Ages covered a thousand years of Euro
pean evolution. But his consciousness of this 
immense past is a very light part of his equipment. 
He is vastly more taken up with the future milk- 
supply than with Cassar or Milton. I also am 
interested in the future milk-supply, and all the 
other problems so brilliantly discussed in New Worlds 
for Old. But it is my firm conviction that a strong 
historical background enables the mind,—the most 
nimble, practical, Fabian mind,—to deal more effec
tively with the issues of the present day, from edu
cation down to milk, boots, and electric cookery.

However, I do not intend here to debate either 
Mr. Wells’s Socialism or his philosophy. What struck 
me in his book was the speed and concentration of 
energy devoted to questions of economics and govern
ment. Plato wrote his Republic at leisure, and the 
dialogue served as an agreeable subject of supper- 
table chat for ages afterwards, nobody attempting to 
realise any of its hints. Sir Thomas More’s Utopia 
likewise afforded material for literary chit-chat 
rather than for the council-chamber of the State. 
Nobody hurried until the French Revolution. And 
now Mr. Wells’s agility of thought is typical of civi
lisation itself. Not only do wo all think more 
furiously than our fathers. We think with our eye 
on substantial objects. We reckon a dream poor 
unless it works out in Garden Cities, publio bake
houses, free colleges, and municipal theatres. And 
while we plan and talk, the Western world, the 
Colonies and Japan aro incessantly occupied with 
turning theory into practice. A generation ago, Old 
Age Pensions furnished topics for amateur parlia
ments and the loungers. To-day we are arranging 
our sliding-scale of so many shillings per week, and 
septuagenarians may now safely borrow on the 
strength of next year’s allowance. We shall nation
alise the English railroads soon, and the day after, 
almost forgetting the battle with the shareholders, 
we shall hasten to the next socialisation. For 
example, Mr. Wells sketches out the activity of the 
“ Mind of the Civilised State,”—that wonderful 
spiritual power,—that machine of opinion,—which 
is to administer affairs in the shining To-morrow. 
He portrays a series of workers,—the author, the 
preacher, the medical investigator, the specialised 
man of science, and he adds :—

“ A great and growing multitude of men will be 
working out the Apparatus of the Civilised State the 
students of transit and housing, the engineers in their 
incessantly increasing variety, the miners and geologists 
estimating the world’s resources in metals and minerals, 
the mechanical inventors perpetually economising force. 
The scientific agriculturist, again, will be studying the 
food supply of the world as a whole, and how it may be 
increased and distributed and economised. And to the 
Btudent of law...... ”

And so on, like Homer’s catalogue of the ships, or 
Walt Whitman’s breathless recitals of social energies 
and dramatio scenes. This is not a mere paper 
program. We all know that the united impulses of

our planet are plunging in one immense effort of 
economic reconstruction. It is as if past ages had 
descended the hill of Destiny like an enormous 
glacier, apparently motionless, yet in reality tending 
without pause to its goal in the vale, and now, under 
the influence of a new and genial air, the thick- 
ribbed ice is loosened from its bonds, and giant rivers 
go foaming down pasture lands towards the illimit
able sea. Our century is at the melting point, and 
the sound of many waters deafens the ear.

I will not press that image too closely. To my 
mind, the evolution of mankind has proceeded 
inevitably through all the centuries. Amid errors of 
thought, political confusions, religious dissension and 
persecution, massacres and rebellions and bloody 
revenges, the inherent common-sense of the race 
has increasingly asserted itself, and travelled in » 
splendidly fatal line towards the day of universal 
industry and peace. The pagoda, the mosque, the 
pyramid, the temple, the cathedral have all contri
buted their part to the general procession of ideas. 
We of to-day are heirs, not immigrants into a strang0 
land. The music of the passing hour has rich under
tones of antiquity. Our fathers moved slowly, hut 
surely, and we owe them an everlasting debt.

But what has quickened the pace?
The significant factor has been the decay 

theology.
Theology was a sort of inexhaustible reserve fun“ 

for the politician of the past. Faced with difficul 
questions from the people, he appealed to the will o 
God. If the king overstepped the limits of his fâ r 
privilege, the people were reminded that God estab
lished monarchy. When bread ran short, the Cburc 
made rapid calculations, and assured the people tba 
the tables of God groaned beneath a load of prov1̂  
sions. To the cry of earthly suffering, theology 
replied that in God’s heaven no tears would fl° ĵ 
Of course, there was, often enough, conscious fr0-11, 
in these proclamations from the church steps.
I am not disposed to severe judgment. I was on0 
Christian myself, and the divine scheme seemed, ‘° 
a time at any rate, sufficiently natural. The narro 
science of the Middle Ages was obliged to 08 
theology and its scanty consolations until a larg0 
knowledge and riper experience created a new politiĉ -

of

The Nineteenth Century beheld the vital 
Comte, Strauss, Renan, Wellhausen and the rest 
the giants of the study, assisted by the popular Fre. 
thought movement in the West, and the s0® 
Rationalistic character of Chartism, Radical*8 ' 
Republicanism, and other such agitations, fiD®. 0 
rendered the position of the Gods untenable. L 
Gods lingor indeed, but as caretakers only, with 
notice to quit nailed to tho doors. So long as  ̂
vista of heaven stretched before tho eyes of Pil,n!c}j 
could endure the excessive deliberation of the Cb“ ^ 
and State. But tho dream faded with the death
the last century. An after-glow still deceives 
eyes

tb0 
jote1' 

toof the more ignorant. To the mass of 
ligent citizens the problem of the soul has shift0 
the earth. Not long ago, we rested in the al. 
and listened to the long-drawn chant of tho cbo >

We have not here an abiding city, but we seek after 
the City which is to come.” f

But now we have become aware of the actuality _ 
the human problem. No longer do we wait for eatr0 
lation to the place of some divine drama. The t 
has suddenly flashed into visible reality on all et 
We run to the stage to play our parts, and 

be content to watch the shadowyagain shall we 
formances of angels.

ec

F . J. Goold-

A Guide for Those who Pray-
* a r00®̂ fIt is high time that there should exist som of

nised manual of the art of prayer. There 
eourse, many books, and portions of book0 ccOllot0 
mending prayer, just as there exists many Qan0*er 
of the wonderful results that have onsued



j cly 12, 1908 THE FREETHINKER 485

0 Prayer. But I do not think there are many—I 
®U8t confess my total ignorance in this direction— 
0 directions how and where to pray. Now this is a 
serious omission. If one goes in for swimming, 
eating, fishing, or general gymnastics, there are 

volumes giving elaborate directions both as to 
Materials that are to be obtained and the methods 
eat should be employed. But in the matter of 

Prayer affairs are in a state of chaos. Beyond the 
general advice “ go and pray ” nearly everything is 
eft to the discretion of the petitioner. The result 

!8’ in a word, confusion. If a chart is needed for a 
W0lve-and-sixpenny set of Sandow’s apparatus, 

surely there should exist a recognised guide for the 
^ose w^° “ wrestle with the Lord.” 

th  ̂ opinion might, of course, be suspect. I am 
erefore piease(j ô support it with an elaborate 

rticle by the Rev. J. H. Jowett—contributed to the 
nstian World, in which he attempts an outline of 

th efx^'k°°k of the, kind suggested. He points out 
at the Churches were “ never so busy,” their 

oergies “ never so multiplied ” as now, and yet the 
Practice of prayer—particularly private prayer—is 
n the decline. And with commendable shrewdness 

opines that this is because we pray without 
. 0thod and irregularly. The want of method results 

Wasted effort, the irregularity prevents the forma- 
of a ProPer habit- With a strong conviction 
of th Vâ ue °i- Prayer. and with a clear conception 
^  no way in which the reform is to be accomplished, 

r- Jowett lays his proposal before the public.
-ttis first rule is “ Let every man appoint fixed 

tj0368 °f communion with the Lord.” The sugges- 
wi ^aB common sense on the face of it. If one 
rub'68 to interview a Cabinet Minister it is useless 

ning Up fbo House of Commons with a demand
th Si?° Y® Hon. So-and-so. One would be told
in t i! -6 Right. Hon. gentleman does not see visitors 
a ois promiscuous manner; a meeting must be 

anged, a time appointed, and then the interview 
a fair0 placo. A Cabinet Minister is, theoretically, 

°6y man, but after all ho has at most the popula- 
Ca n °f the British Empire to consider. And if he 
fin n°̂  S've bis personal attention to anyone without 
6x n°tice, it is assuredly the height of folly to 
WK ^  a'i’f'ontion at any time or place from one 
race86 c^cnla ê embraces the whole of the humaD 
for ^ 10 advioe> therefore, to appoint fixed times 
Sou C10Iainunion with tho Lord is practical and 
jQh Each one should make it known that I, 
•hit,0*- ith, °f such and such an address and deno- 
bour 10n> hereby appoint 9.80 a.m.—or some other 
By j.rraf which I am at home to a divine visitation, 
fusi Gl8 moan8 there can be no doubt and no con- 

p Rule Number One is admirable.
Ibi9Uj6 dumber Two follows as a matter of oourso. 
be 18 “ Have a fixed place whore prayer is wont to 
natni aue.” Clearly, to appoint a time without 
Eucl'11/ ’ P̂ ace would, in the phraseology of 

be absurd. It raises visions of the aforesaid 
cfivin .mith being hunted from place to place by the 
WbenY,ndueiico or personage, only to be discovered 
to)lCTa lbe time for communion has passed. To know 
ku0w 0ne *8 to bo found is quite as important as 
WisellQ̂  when one is to be found. As Mr. Jowett 
him  ̂8ays: “ If wo have regular appointments with
auCv....... souls reveal a certain bias and expect-
admi’tY^ tlley are watchful for his appearing.” I 
as def lâ tor portion of the sentence is not quite 
apirit Jtf^° as R might be. Hotspur could call 
Wa8 8 from ^he vasty deep; the important thing 
exp’ -ould they come ? That our souls may be 
that dant anc* watchful may be true enough, but 
the °°8. not quite decide the point; will he keep 
time ^ OIn̂ mon^ Still, the rules are sound—fix a 
Hod th irne a P̂ ace> beep the appointment yourself, 
With tl?11 a  ̂ ''bo rest of the responsibility will rest 

■̂ js e °ther contracting party.
Hiau re COnn8el accompanies the next rule, “ Let a 
b°dy ^omber the subtle interaction between his 
quite c f k*8 soul.” To begin with, it is well to be 
disPlav l  T  .thafc one has a soul. Many people 

y a deplorable uncertainty on the point, and

are still more uncertain as to its relation to the 
body. Mr. Jowett, it must be confessed, does not 
throw much light on the point, since he neither 
explains what the soul is nor what are its relations 
to the body. Still, he says, remember their rela
tions, never mind what they are, remember them. 
The word “ subtle ” is, too, a master stroke. The 
sentence contains no more information with it than 
it would contain without it, but it looks more. It 
suggests an overpowering, comprehensive knowledge 
calculated to check criticism and inspire confidence.

Part of this subtle interaction has to do with the 
bodily position assumed during prayer. “ It is pos
sible,” we are told, “ to kneel in a way which induces 
drowsiness ; it is possible to kneel so as to make the 
soul wonderfully alert and receptive.” Quite so. 
One can readily imagine that to assume a comfort
able position on a hot day, with eyes closed and 
mouth just sufficiently open, would result in a ter
mination of the petition with a snore. It has even 
been know that too long drawn-out prayers in church 
or chapel has resulted in a considerable amount of 
sleeping among the assembled congregation. By all 
means we must avoid a position that will invite 
drowsiness. The thing is, as Mr. Jowett says, to 
keep alert and receptive. For this purpose I would 
suggest that an ordinary footstool carefully but ade
quately packed with tin taoks—business ends up
wards—would be most effective. The man who 
knelt on that would not only be secure from drowsi
ness, but he would find his flow of language markedly 
improved. This plan would not work in the case of 
the reverend bishop quoted, who always stood when 
he prayed; but his case might be met by the old 
religious plan of filling the shoes with good, hard 
pea3.

It will not do, either, as Mr. Jowett points out, to 
imitate those who “ flop upon their knees, for the 
flippant act encourages flippancy in the spirit.” Once 
more I find myself in agreement with this illumi
nating writer. To waltz gaily into a room, “ flop ” 
upon one’s knees, and go through one’s prayers with 
the ease and gaiety with which one calls up a tele
phone exchange is to wreck all sobriety of thought 
and sedateness of character. One should not fix a 
time and a place, in order to end up with the airy 
“ Are you there ?” of the telephone call-box. Ob
viously the proper method is to enter the appointed 
place in tho spirit that one approaches the chair of 
a dental operator—afraid of what may come, and yet 
nerved to face the worst. Don’t flop, don’t be flip
pant, don’t sleep, are three golden rules for all who 
would pray in a really effective manner.

Rule Number Four runs, “ Let a man attune his 
mind and soul to spacious thoughts and feelings.” 
This is a most important rule. I once saw tho advice 
in a Presbyterian paper to be definite and precise in 
one’s prayers. But this has its drawbacks. Suppose 
one prays for Richard Jones to bo cured of an illness, 
and Richard Jones dies. Of course, the godly know 
that tho prayer has been answered by the Lord 
taking Richard Jones to a placo where illness can no 
longer affect him. But this will not stop the ungodly 
scoffing. They, with their carnal minds fixed on 
concrete instances, will cite poor Jones’s death as a 
proof of the folly of prayer. Therefore, the more 
general and spacious the feelings and the prayers the 
better. Instead of praying that a particular person 
may be oured, pray that those suffering from disease 
may be cured. In this case we have only to search 
among a moderately large circle of oases to be able 
to point to at least one clear answer to our petition. 
Don’t pray for rain at a given tim e; that would be 
folly. The wise course is to pray that rain, if needed, 
will come in the “ Lord’s good time then we are 
tolerably certain to get an answer—sooner or later. 
Certainly the wise course is to keep one’s thoughts 
“ spacious.” The wider, the more general, tho more 
diffuse, the better.

I regret to say it, but Rule Number Five, and last, 
does not seem to be quite free from guile. This 
runs—“ Let a man take care that the circle of his 
petitions grows wider every week,” Now, I trust I
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am mistaken, yet I cannot but think there is an air 
of worldly wisdom about this advice that consorts 
ill with the character of one who sets out to 
provide a practical guide for prayer. Presumably 
the reverend gentleman’s unstated reasoning runs 
somewhat in this wise. To ask for a lot at once 
might well secure a refusal. The demand would be 
too extravagant, the order too large, and the result 
would be nil. Let us therefore proceed with diplo
macy. A simple little request may serve as an intro
duction ; it could not, indeed, be refused without an 
air of ungraciousness. Then little by little, week by 
week, let us become surely, but insensibly, more 
exacting. The advance of one week on another may 
be trifling—not sufficiently large to invite comment 
or refusal; but the cumulative effect will be great. 
Our regular appointment will secure continuity of 
attention ; our equally regular increase will secure a 
larger and larger return for the outlay. In this way 
we shall capture the kingdom of heaven, if not by 
storm, then by guile, and plant ourselves on the 
divine bounty as an inescapable pensioner. Oh, wily 
Mr. Jowett! veiling beneath the innocence of the 
dove the wiliness of the serpent, and beneath the 
mask of the philanthropist the astuteness of the 
Stock Exchange operator.

As a prayer’s vade mecum, Mr. Jowett’s essay is 
unique, and compels admiration. Humbly he begins 
by requesting an interview at a certain time and 
place. This granted, the interview is converted into 
a regular weekly institution. That no chance is to 
be lost, the petitioner is warned not to permit him
self to take a nap during the interview. To silence 
critics, prayers are to be couched in a general and 
spacious form. And once having established the 
connection, we are to increase our demands week by 
week. As a species of divine blackmail, nothing 
could be more admirably arranged. There is genius 
written all over it. May it meet with its due reward.

C. Cohen.

The Facts of Christianity.

Facts are stubborn things and should be treated 
with the utmost respect. Theories are utterly 
worthless unless suggested and favored by undoubted 
facts. Science glories in its facts, and all its 
hypotheses have a factual basis. Theology also 
boasts of its facts, and is constantly appealing to 
them for support. The facts to which the theologian 
refers are of two kinds: external and internal, or 
historical and experimental. We intend to examine 
these tvo kinds of Christian facts with some care in 
order to discover whether they are facts or fictions.

Christianity is said to be resting upon a series 
of historical facts. These are the Incarnation, 
the Atonement, and the Resurrection. But have 
these events ever literally taken place ? Is the 
evidence for them conclusive ? Incarnation signifies 
the act of being invested or united with flesh. 
Something that is not flesh enters into flesh and 
makes it its tabernacle. But can it be proved that 
such an act has ever transpired ? We hear a great 
deal about the existence of an immortal soul in man, 
which is the one thing that differentiates him from 
the beasts of the field; but we maintain that the 
existence of the soul has never been established. 
There are myriads of people who do not believe in 
it, and are convinced that nothing immaterial resides 
in us. All we know is that man is a thinking, 
feeling, and acting machine; and there is absolutely 
nothing to show that he is anything more. But if 
it cannot be proved that man has a soul, how much 
less can it be proved that he is an incarnation of the 
Deity ? The saying is, that there is something 
Divine in every human being, or that in every man 
the Divine Being becomes really, if incompletely and 
imperfectly, incarnate. Now, if this partial incarna
tion of Deity in every man cannot be established as 
an undeniable fact, how on earth are you going to 
prove his full, complete, and final incarnation in

Jesus Christ ? There is not the tiniest scrap of 
evidence that Jesus, if he ever lived, differed in the 
slightest essential respect from other men. Is  ̂
not clear, then, that the Incarnation is not a fact) 
but a doctrine, not an event, but a theory unverified 
by a single ascertained fact. At the time of Jesus, 
the world was chock-full of incarnate deities, or God- 
men ; and Jesus naturxlly takes his place among 
them. He was about the last to arrive, and he will 
likely be the last to depart. They all came in 
precisely the same way, and before the ever-growing 
light of knowledge they are all disappearing. 0* 
course, the theologians assure us that whatever 
doctrine is allowed to drop out of the Christian 
scheme, the Incarnation must be retained as the 
foundation fact. And yet, in spite of all the exer- 
tions of the theologians, natural knowledge is 
spreading, and in its light all God-men eventually 
dissolve.

Once the Incarnation is discredited, the Atone
ment is seen to be a wholly impossible dogma. Ba® 
even on the assumption that God is, and verily p°“ 
on humanity as a vesture in the person of Jesus» 
the doctrine of the Atonement is unspeakably absurd- 
There never was a credible presentation of !"• 
Fancy God making atonement to himself for the 
redemption of a lost world which he himself baa 
oreated. Fancy God the Son dying a dramatic death 
just to tell mankind how passionately God theFath0r 
loved them. Or fancy the God-man rendering satis
faction to the eternal law of righteousness to mak0 
it possible for the Father to forgive and to restore to 
his favor the race that had broken that law, an 
deserved everlasting damnation. “ But,” someone 
may object, “ those are only human theories of th 
Atonement, and may be silly in the extreme. ^ v ah 
we must cling to is the fact of the Atonement whi0 
underlies all theories concerning it.” In reply» ^ 
declare that the Atonement itself is a theory, a° 
that what the divines call theories are but variou 
statements, by different schools, of the one theory 
which, however stated, is fundamentally imtnora 
and ridiculous. .

Now, if the Incarnation and the Atonement stau 
condemned at the bar of criticism, there is no ue0 
for the Resurrection. In the Christian scheme tu 
Resurrection holds the supremo place. Now abides 
the Incarnation, the Atonement, and the H08?rr.1f0 
tion, these three; and the greatest of these i0 * , 
Resurrection. In the Incarnation, God show0 
himself, or came into visibility, or proclaim0

In the Atonem0»1-'
or came 

through a stupendous act, I AM.ju. iu  ouu n w u -- -  i
which means the death on the cross, God show

oriug 
that, 

a 
for

himself to be suffering love, or gave a 
exhibition of what he is. In the Resurrection 
showed himself again, this time as all-conqu 
power. Well, now, does it not strike the reader 
on theology’s own showing, the Supreme Being 18 
marvellous play-actor, who entered this world 
the sole purpose of giving a theatrical perform00^  
in three Acts ? Would such conduct bo worthy 
an infinitely wise, good, and loving Deity ? ,g a 
furthermore, the testimony of tho Rosurreotion 
colossal lie. What it represents God as say1Bfi J  

I can do it.” That was nineteen hundred Y® j 
ago, and he has not done it yet. If he can do it, 
refrains from doing it through all tho ages, w^°^at 
reverence him as God ? But is not the fact 
the work remains undone to this day a proof tna ^ 0 
lacks the power, and does not the lack ol ,-o0l 
requisite power, evinced by tho perpetual *naCDOlJ. 
amount to a practical demonstration of the  ̂
existence of the God described by the theologia° ^  

It thus becomes manifest that Christianity lB̂ 0jj 
based on historical facts, but on mere dogmas w u0i 
contradict all the historical facts known to 
But what about the other set of facts, call0 g£) 
facts of Christian experience, which ocC^ y  ol 
prominent and vital a position in the tbeoiog ĵg 
to-day ? This is how a popular divine Pn 
c a s e ft8 tbe 

“I claim that my facts are at least as *e ^n), 
scientists' facts: that is (to borrow a clever ilk
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if the scientific man says, ‘ This room was swept with 
a broom,’ I as a religionist am saying as real a thing 
when I say, 1 This room was swept with a purpose or 
again, that if a man commits a murder, his guilty con
science is as real as the corpse of the person he has
murdered.......The materials of religion are real, as real
as the stuff of which the world is made. The student of 
nature comes close to them, yet the most real of them all 
he never, qua student of nature, quite touches ; yet they 
are there, dislocating or repairing our life. I am a 
religious man, because the facts are there : I am a reli
gious agent, because they press on me with a pressure 
which I interpret as a vocation specially to deal with 
them: I am a Christian religious agent, because Chris
tianity deals so adequately, so drastically with them, 
With such a volume of intellectual and moral power.”

Unfortunately we are not told what these religions 
acts are beyond that they are “ internal,” “ moral,” 

and are spoken of in the “ language of freedom”; 
nt we are told that “ religion, dealing with moral 
nts and their consequences, has staked, and rightly 
aked, her whole existence on the possibility of for

giveness and repair.” Strictly speaking, “ moral 
xperiences ” cannot be claimed as religious facts. 
n0y are secular facts with which science is infinitely 
°re competent to deal than the best religion in the 
orld. The Christian emphasis on “ forgiveness 
r°Qgh atonement ” has done more to pervert the 
oral sense of Christendom than all other agencies 

^  together. Nature knows nothing of forgiveness. 
6n.a man disregards or resists the laws of life 
re is no escape from the consequences. No prayer 

r Pavdon is ever heeded. To say that “ if a man 
tni 8̂ a murder, his guilty conscience is as real as 

“ i  c.orP8e of the person he has murdered ” is to 
Gi -n • counsel by words without knowledge.” 
j 1 a psychological fact, and must be dealt with 
^ a thoroughly scientific way. The Christian intro- 
.. e® a foreign element into it and thereby com- 

of tl*^8 ^ 8 Pr°bl°m- 1° âc >̂ fcbe Christian treatment 
ha 10 c?nscionce injures it. A deliberate murderer 
e n° right to be happy. By rejoicing and boing 
tre j ln  ̂ fiiad he insults his own humanity. To 
i'hoin mora  ̂ experionces as religious facts is to corrupt

then, are the experimental facts of religion, 
is ,LWbat *8 i'heir evidential value? One of them 
badbe 8enee forgiveness, which enables the 

O’an to bo joyous and jubilant, and throws 
‘»ost unfavorable light on the character of 

In othor words, the very idea of forgive- 
fore' °°e8 irreparable harm to two persons, the 
how'Ver an  ̂ f°r6iven' As a matter of fact, 
giv °Ver> there is no such thing as Divine for- 
0f °88- The Divine forgiver is the creation 

morbid imagination, and the sense of his 
is the result of emotional abnormality. 

tho consciousness of God as another religious 
e°ou lD<? y°" w'^ that, although often real
8yuitit ’ ^ kRS positively no evidential valuo. It is a 
8tituf-0rn °I diBoano. In a thoroughly healthy con- 
8Ci0u l0n there is no trace whatever of tho God-con- 
indip^f688' It is a purely artificial product, and 
have 68 that the system is out of order. You may 
¡8 cal]n^ 'Ce<I at many religious meetings how what 
The c°mmunion with Christ verges on madness. 
exoitê GOI)*0 ^ecome so intoxicated with nervous 
Th0 6ttlent that they become perfectly hysterical, 
o n l/^ r ie n c e  is doubtless quite real but its roality 
abd p8 °Ws *ts Abnormality. The Being believed in 
the 00nitl?uned with *8 a natural impossibility, and 
ri80 i8^0r*ence to which a fervent belief in him gives 
8titukj bound to have an injurious effect on tho con-

titi0 Incts of Christianity are all either flc-
^hich pu I?armIah The so-called historical facts, on 
k8 t,}j0 , hristianity is said to lie, vanish as soon as 
the faei°rCb °I ^ritioism is turned upon them, while 
6xPlain Christian experience can bo scientifically 
natural wifchout the least reference to any super- 
Chrjstj, (';ause8. Consequently, the argument for 
real fa anity, drawn from either its spurious or its 

c 8> completely breaks down.
J. T. L loyd.

the
God.

iakeVeness 
faet

Acid Drops.

England boasts of being the most Christian nation in the 
world, and the Church of England has just raised a special 
fund of nearly .¿£400,000 for carrying Christianity in extra 
quantities to the poor “ heathen.” This same England is 
mightily proud of her war-fleet of two hundred and fifty 
vessels which have been manoeuvring in the North Sea. 
Such is the noble consistency of the followers of the Prince 
of Peace.

Some people have queer tastes. Sir John Tollemache 
Sinclair desired to mark his appreciation of “ the idea of the 
entente cordiale existing between France and England.” 
Accordingly he decided to offer a picture by Murillo, worth 
.£4,000, to the French nation, with a request that it should 
be hung in the Louvre. The picture represents Christ with 
a crown of thorns—and the presentation is made through 
M. Y’ves Guyot, a well-known Freethinker, and it will prob
ably pass through the hands of Freethinkers all along the 
line. And the leading men in the French Government are 
all Freethinkers. Yes, some people have queer tastes.

Tho British Medical Association has decided to ignore the 
protests of certain prurient-minded Christians against the 
statuary outside its new premises. The decision is as it 
should b e ; although, had the Association yielded on the 
point, we should have felt compelled to offer our condolence 
with those who would have been robbed of the chance of 
gratifying their instincts by projecting outwards their own 
indecency and afterwards gloating over it in tho name of 
public morality.

Rev. Dr. Aked describes clergymen as the ‘ parrots of 
the church.” Very likely. But what sort of a bird is he ? 
Some would call him a Rockefeller pigeon.

Mr. Ben Tillett is a worthy man, and we are glad to see 
that he is back in England with recovered health. Wo are 
sorry however, that ho still indulges in chatter about Christ. 
He has just been telling a Swansea audience that “ Christi
anity died with Jesus Christ.” Historically, of course, this 
is great nonsense; but if it were true, it would only prove 
that Jesus Christ was an utter failure. For what was the 
use of introducing a religion which nobody would be able to 
follow during two thousaud years ? Mr. Tillett should drop 
Christ and got on with the business.

Hartley, the jam manufacturer, has been knighted, and 
we dare say tho fact is duly registered in heaven. For the 
said Hartley is a pious gentleman who fully expects to sing 
the Glory Song in tho beautiful laud above, in spite of the 
fat hump of wealth which stands in tho way of his threading 
the needle's eye. According to the Christian Commonwealth, 
ho has “ proved himself during many years a genuine philan
thropist,” but this statement appears to bo made entirely 
upon tho strength of his “ munificent gifts to Primitive 
Methodism ” and other religious agencies. It is interesting 
to know that Sir W. P. Hartley "does not hesitate to attri
bute his prosperity to the identification of religion and com
merce.” Jesus Christ said it was impossible to sorvo God 
and Mammon, but that was a long timo ago, and things have 
altered a good deal since then.

Rev. R. J. Campbell's littlo prayer to God at the City 
Templo on Sunday morning, May 81, told tho Almighty : 
“ Wo are so easily deceived." “ We” are.

A lady had a bad foot through an accident. She took it 
to tho Lord, but there wore so many before her that she 
had to wait patiently till her turn came. It was Good 
Friday evening when ho turn came. Tho Lord spoke the 
healing word, and instantly she could walk anywhere! 
Why are there any lame people left ? It is so silly to be 
lame and sick and afflicted when the remedy is so simple 
and—so cheap 1

Professor Peake is a layman who preaches, and like most 
laymen who preach, ho is famous for his cocksureuess. As 
a critic, ho is among the sanest, but as a preacher, he is lost 
in the mist of superstition. Speaking tho othor day at 
Wesley’s Chapel, London, he said that “ we only understand 
what sin is when we look at it from God's point of view.” 
Then we shall never understand what sin is, because God s 
point of view, like himself, is absolutely unknown and un
knowable. What Professor Peake calls God's point of view 
is simply his own, as a theologian, which is totally different 
from God’s point of view as represented, say, by Mr. Camp-
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bell. If there is a God, it is a lucky thing for him that 
the majority of people pay no heed whatever to what 
the preachers say about him.

The Rev. Dr. Warschauer devotes three columns of the 
Christian Commonwealth for July 1 to an attempt to explain 
the Christian doctrine of forgiveness, and succeeds in ex
plaining it completely—away. He still employs the old 
evangelical terms, but stripped of all their evangelical 
meaning. His practical conclusion is expressed in Steven
son’s well-known words, that “ a thing once done is not to 
be changed or remedied by any penitence.” What becomes 
of the old Gospel of forgiveness through faith in the blood of 
Christ ? It gets politely shelved, respectfully ignored, and 
practically denied. The worst of it is that the true teaching 
of science is being presented in terms of an antiquated and 
false Gospel, with the result that many simple-minded and 
ignorant people are led sadly astray.

The Times is responsible for the following. Some time 
ago the German Emperor presented to the Dalai Lama of 
Tibet an illustrated book, in German, on German Arsenals. 
This volume, says the Times correspondent, is preserved by 
the Dalai Lama and his entourage as a devotional work of 
mysterious import. The satire of this is delicious. If only 
it had been accompanied by a companion volume on “ How 
to Make Money ” the two would have stood well enough for 
the religion of nearly the whole of Christendom.

The Negro Bishop of Columbia is a whole-hogger with a 
vengeance. Disbelieving in divorce, he has the courage to 
advocate the most stringent social attitude towards the 
divorced and re-married. “ You must refuse them admit
tance into your homes and society,” his lordship cried. “ It 
will not be easy, but it must be done.” Bravo, Bishop ! 
Ostracise them in society, boycott them in business, pelt 
them with rotten eggs in the streets. That will settle 
them, and it will be so very Christ-like!

A Wesleyan minister, the Rev. T. F. Rawlings, is of opinion 
that “ we ministers can either make, or mar, or re-make the 
prosperity of the Church.” That is the opinion of every 
sane person who knows anything about the subject. The 
Church is the creation of its priests. If the latter were to 
disappear, the former would soon cease to exist. It is 
amusing to witness the polite manner in which a clergyman 
bows the Holy Ghost out of the concern. We give Mr. 
Rawlings the credit, however, of having told the truth quite 
unconsciously.

Dean Hart, of the United States, says he doesn’t want to 
go to heaven if the place is peopled with tho Higher Critics. 
The quantity of love squandered by these Christians on ono 
another is astonishing. But after all, if Dean Hart is kept 
out of the company of intelligent people in the next world, 
it may be an agreeable arrangement for both parties. Some 
might desire the separation to be made at once.

Conscientious religions scruples ought to bo respected, 
even though they crop up in unexpected places. W. S. 
Gilbert sang of the capacity of the enterprising burglar for 
innocent emotions; the Surrey Quarter Sessions recently 
provided a lesson in tho capacity of a burglar for profound 
religious conviction. Accused and sentenced for burglary, a 
nameless prisoner objected to the policeman who captured 
him on tho grounds that he was an “ infidel." With righteous 
indignation he explained to the court that the constable had 
actually been married in a registry office, and inquired when 
it was that he attended Divine Service last. He also accused 
his captor of having said that he feared neither God, man, 
nor Devil. Naturally he objected, as a religious person, to 
being arrested by so irreligious a constable, although this 
did not prevent a sentence of six months’ hard labor. What 
he evidently desired was to be locked up by a membor of 
his own persuasion, and it is really a pity that tho police 
arrangements do not provide for such a contingency. Con
scientious scruples ought to be respected, and we suggest 
that some representative of the Nonconformist Conscience 
in tho House of Commons should question the Home Secretary 
on the matter. It ought to be an easy matter to arrange 
that criminals of any particular denomination should be 
arrested only by members of the same persuasion. For a 
Freethinking policeman to lock up a Christian burglar is a 
state of affairs that calls for immediate attention.

The Bishop of Hereford declares that Mr. Balfour is a man 
born out of his time. He ought to have lived about 400 b.c. 
When ono comes to think of it, there aro quite a number of 
people about who ought to have lived several hundred years

ago. They would then at least have conferred upon tbe 
present generation the boon of their being dead. Meanwhile 
it is reported that Mr. Balfour is consulting with antiquaries 
and archaeologists in order to fix upon a period sufficiently 
remote to fit the Bishop of Hereford.

Dr. Mackintosh, Congregationalist, has discovered it to be 
a “ fact ” that the leadership of the religious world has never 
rested with those men of reflection to whom we owe science 
and philosophy. We agree with him in the statement as far 
as it goes, for what it means is that religion has never 
received real support from adequately trained and informed 
thinkers. Their work has been in nearly every case to 
modify religious beliefs in such a manner as to lead to their 
ultimate rejection. And having pointed out this “ fact,” Dr- 
Mackintosh points out that the real leadership has lain with 
“ men of intuition,” which he apparently regards as some
thing quite superior to either science or philosophy. 
that one need point out in regard to this is that these superior 
“ men of intuition,” with their disdain of science and philo
sophy, have misled those who depended upon them in every 
possible direction. In physics, in astronomy, in geology*JD 
biology, and in sociology the religious message has been 
proven to be wrong wherever it could be brought to the test 
of verification or common sense. Even in ethics and in *4s 
general view of human nature the teachings of religion, time 
after time, have had to be discarded. As a “ fact ” it is 
scientists and philosophers who have all along had to correct 
these superior “ men of intuition.” And if it were not so 
common a sight, the picture of the ordinary religious in<n- 
vidual setting himself up as a superior being to the gre®4 
names in science and philosophy would bo enough to make 
one roar with laughter. As it is, one only experiences a 
feeling of wearisome disgust.

Tho Rev. A. E. M. says that all that science can do is 
describe the actual. Presumably, by this classification,*^ 
rev. gentleman believes it to be tho function of relig*°n 
describe the imaginary. ___

Mr. John Morley is dead. There is now a Lord 
who is clearly a very different person. Lord Morley cm , 
Lord Curzon (of all men I) for playing into the hands 
incendiary natives in India. As head of the India 0*“ ' 
with a press law authorising white officials to suppress ® J 
native newspaper they choose, Lord Morley is quite a n 
avatar of “ honest John.”

Rev. Dr. Goodrich, of Manchostor, addressing tho 
national Congregational Church Council at Edinburgh! *°j0 
up a fino God-Almighty position. “ He said," according 
tho Daily Chronicle report, “ that they claimed independe 
because they believed tho individual Church was the b 
of Christ, so that the will aDd action of tho Church, a® 
as a Church, was tho will and action of Christ. + 
could be no appeal against Christ’s will to any court, clV1 r0 
ecclesiastical.” What a lucky thing it is that thero ^  
rival Churchos, and therefore rival wills and actions^^ 
Christ, in England 1 Otherwise, it would go hard ^.jj 
Freethinkers. One body of Christ, controlled by one 
and action of Christ, would bo sudden death to them- j 
one body of Christ would swallow them all boforo brea ^  
as a whet for its appotito. Let us rejoice in tho n'um 
bodies of Christ, and hope they will go on multiplying-

The Daily Chronicle is ono of tho organs of Nonconfo  ̂ ^  
politics, and it has tho code of honor ono might e.xPec '¿|or8 
prints certain “ Correspondence ” and bamboozles its re ^ . { 
into behoving that the lottors under that heading aro g[ 
expression of public opinion. Of courso they aro not  ̂ b $ 
tho kind. They are carefully selected, and aro ^ ia% aljson 
of the editorial policy. Even a Liberal like Mr. J- •“ .. or»l, 
Picton—who is tho son of that famous Lancashire 0f
Sir James Picton, of Liverpool—is refused tho insor .^g 
his letter on “ Teachors and Compromise ” because i 1 ^¡c 
out the difficulties of Simple Bible Teaching in 4‘1C j \ ngg, 
elementary schools. Mr. Picton stated, amongst °4̂ ®rwaa in
♦Viof U,o 11 rolimAna HiffiAnlfo ” ia nni nOW what i* '  apdthat the “ religious difficulty 
1870. Criticism has done a

is not
lot of work since then

aidmany of tho teachers do not believo what thoy wou-- 
required to teach, unless thoy wero contont to lose (¡fia*
chanco of promotion. " It is this,” Mr. Pictou Ba. ' . , . \ 0os 

.....................-  -  little "die*is the real religious difficulty now ; not any 
differences between Church and Chapel.”

, at fiis
“ Have you,” said Dr. Clifford to the young poop yo» 

Chapel—“ Have you road the Bible God has opened  ̂j,rave 
in your homos ? Have you seen why your father 'v® jjave 
and your mother sweetly good ?” Tho preacher re»d
been joking. He knows very well that some f®*
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the Bible and are not brave, and that some brave fathers 
don’t read the Bible at all. He also knows that there were 
brave fathers and good mothers in the world before the Bible
existed.

Bishop Thornton, of Blackburn, had to deliver an extern 
Pore address the other day at Morecombe. He travelled to 
that place in his •motor-car (fancy Jesus Christ in one 1) and 
the notes of his discourse were blown out of his hand by the 
wind and lost. The wind was caused by the great rate at 
which the car was going. In an unguarded moment, the 
Bishop let out the news that the pace of the car was kept 
down while the police were about, but that the chauffeur 
drove for all he was worth when that impediment dis- 
aPpeared. But perhaps breaking the law, and imperilling 
People’s lives, is all right in the sacred cause of religion.

“ It is significant of the close association of Sir John
ay s name with the terrible sentences passed by him that 

then *be Roman Catholic priest officiating at his funeral 
cail'd t. ^  necessary to defend what he euphemistically 
j. ed bis ‘ severity.’ The defence was as inept as the sen- 
wirt)8 ^bemselves were brutal. When Father Gavin asked 
spnf- 6r ^ n8iish judges ‘ were to bow before the maudlin 
lar ‘rnentality °i the hour,’ he overlooked the fact that a 
jt number of his hero’s sentences were reversed by the 
t h 't 6 ^®ce’ an<d that no judge would now dream of inflicting
_® tortures which Day inflicted. The judges have bowed
■ Se 1. ngly in most cases—to what Father Gavin calls the 
too j lmentality ’ of a more humane age, and it is in truth 
0f at® to excuse the ferocious savagery of the worst judge 
oall °i7rn times. ‘ A deeply religious man ’ Father Gavin 
Ben i7im' Wbat is certain is that he was, when on the 
thigCl-’ a cruei and merciless man, and the introduction of 
Said• <rnS ab°ut bim is simply nauseating. As Thoreau 

• Talk of heaven 1 Ye disgrace earth.’”—Humanitarian

Coi a.P aper he read at the International Congregational 
0f s . > Principal Garvie totally misrepresented the attitude 
to “ miraculous. Science does not even attempt
ascert • rm'ne wbat is or is not possible.” Its one aim is to 
resur ain.wbat has been and is. What it says about the 
tberer.ect*ori of Jesus is, not that it was impossible, but that 
aboun'i D° a<tc<Iuate evidence that it ever happened. Miracles 
Brine' °n^  *n B*arb Ages and among ignorant people. And 
tian ' • Garvio himself believes only in Biblical and Chris- 
the itQl,r.ac ês- Why ? But he must not be allowed to falsify 

estirnony of science without a protest.

Tl
¡8°uth a Pretty kettle of fish among the Baptists of 
strjC(. *iVa °8- They are so exclusive, so particular, and so 
b°u-B "r they Jeebne to partake of the Lord's Supper with 
has • aPtists, and the East Glamorgan Baptist Association 
chmJi s" Passed a solemn resolution calling upon those 
Mthdrea which have joined the Free Church Councils to 
figbj. . a'y from their membership. Over this question a big 
ardet,*? V? Progress, affording another illustration of how 

y these Christians love one another.

tio Qalb '̂y J ‘8cussion is going on in the organs of Congrega- 
faith orm as *° whether the Congregational Church has any 
Sotno n°k Borne say it has and somo that it has not. 
°Pinionr^U° 's ^b’si aud others that it is that. Our own 
dead ■ a* Vlat R it over had a faith it is now practically 
Chufli . *t is certain that the faith of all other Protestant 

cOos is rapidly dying.

°* B°ston, U.S.A., is a religious whole-hogger. 
6ndaav. to 1̂1 his church by conventional methods, ho 
Post,'« to crowd it by stratogy. Ho sends out pictorial 
t̂6ssed i sorrnoncts on, and employs young .ladies

get m0n +n wbito to tako up the collection. “ If you cannot 
throllL,i t° Christ through the doorway,” ho says, “ get them 
bis c|)(1 1Q roof, but got them.” And he gets them—into 
°̂thin„rcb’ and ho gets big collections from them too.

ln8pays like enterprise.

a8ainst ti°^elor. Science” protests, in the Church Times, 
Bat. a° cla‘m made at different meetings of Section B of 

conflict b f ican Congress, that thoro is no longer any 
"bnrehti-0 W,ee.n science and religion. Though himself a 

“bis writer says:—
roan, buti^1̂ 6 as a mere rank-and-file professional scientific 
rnayVp .V1 can assure your readers that, howtvor striking 
the scie i?„oxampl0 of Bir George Stokes, Lord Kelvin, and 
?°'entiflntl • .members of the Congress, the great mass of 

rn, ir‘coin,„,)-iBlniou to-day is as much as ever convinced of the 
Tbis jj 1 ‘bty of inductive science and the Catholic Faith.”

ahtitheŝ g °!or °f Science” is also of opinion that the 
of Faith and Reason lies deep down in the

human consciousness at all times,” and utters a solemn 
warning against the “ old error of under-rating the enemy, 
a thing which will be most disastrous for our Church, and 
especially the clergy.” It is quite refreshing to find an 
avowed Christian who has the courage to tell the plain truth 
about the present attitude of science to supernatural beliefs. 
After all, there must have been a good deal of deliberate 
lying indulged at the Pan-Anglican Congress.

Preaching at Christ Church, Westminster Bridge-road, the 
Rev. W. L. Watkinson said that “ an Atheist logically ought 
to be a pessimist.” Pray, where does the logic come in ? 
Why should an Atheist he a pessimist ? It is easy enough 
to exclaim, “ But it is quite another thing when a man 
believes in God but is it another thing ? An Atheist may 
be a pessimist; but a Theist, who keeps his eyes and ears 
open, cannot help being one. It is men of God, like Mr. 
Watkinson, who logically ought to be pessimists, because they 
are trying in vain to save a sinking ship, while the bulk of 
the people godlessly laugh at their perilous position.

Speaking on the membership decrease at Southport the 
other day, the Rev. Dr. Campbell Morgan expressed his utter 
detestation of statistics. Of course, they cannot be agree
able things to ministers just now ; but this popular preacher 
was forced to confess that " the world is largely hostile or 
indifferent to the Christian testimony.” “ It cannot be con
tradicted,” he cried. “ It is the bare truth.” And yet Christ 
is the Sovereign Lord of the Universe.

Sir Edward Grey is an able man, but he is not a thinker. 
Hence the absurdity of some of his recent remarks on 
Secular Education. He said that “ it was logical, but, like 
most things logical, incomplete.” We dare say this sounded 
very well, but we defy the speaker to give a definite meaning 
to his words without covering himself with confusion. 
“ Logical ” and “ incomplete ” do not stand in any intelligible 
relationship to each other. One term is theoretical; the 
other is practical. 11 Logical ” can only mean that Secular 
Education follows inevitably from certain principles ; namely, 
the principles of civil and religious equality. That it is 
11 incomplete ” can only moan that it does not include certain 
things which Sir Edward Grey considers desirable. Will he 
please tell us, therefore, what possible connection there can 
be between logical and complete in this meaning of the 
words ?

The next assertion of Sir Edward Grey was that Secular 
Education “ would not solve, but evade, the religious diffi
culty.” No doubt this also sounded well—to religionists. 
But is it the business of the State to solve religious diffi
culties ? And can the State bo proporly said to “ evade ” 
matters with which it has no legitimate concern ? Perhaps, 
after all, Sir Edward Grey would be more complete if he 
were more logical.

The Christian Evidence lot brought their “ great gun ” up 
to Hyde Park on a recent Thursday evening—“ which his 
namo was Waldron.” It was explained that ho had come 
thero specially, as they had been asked why they did not 
bring somo prominent man to settle the “ infidels.” When 
discussion timo arrived, Waldron, who affected to bo very 
learned (the comical cuss 1), referred to Irenocus. A sly ques
tioner asked him whether he considered Iremeus a good 
authority. The great gun replied “ Certainly.” The ques
tioner reminded him that Iremeus, his own authority, said 
that Jesus lived to be over fifty years of ago and died; con
sequently thero was no crucifixion of Jesus at the age of 
thirty-three. The groat gun’s face fell. But he resolved to 
bluff it. “ What is your authority ?” he asked. It was 
given. Then ensued a painful silence. The great gun was 
knocked out of time. And in the midst of the painful silence 
the questioner quietly walked away. His friends probably 
hope the great gun will look up tho subjects ho talks upon 
in future. ___

John Frederick Spencer, tradesman, Christian, and burglar, 
appealed against his sontence of twelve years’ penal servi
tude. The Lord Chief Justice said the sontence was a very 
severe one, but it was amply justified, as the prisoner’s bur
glaries had terrorised tho neighborhood, and “ he w xs sup
posed to have been a very religious man." Supposed l He 
was.

Rev. W. A. Hind, Wesleyan minister of Hull, and Presi
dent of the local Free Church Council, who was arrested for 
“ improper conduct ” of a loathsome character, and refused 
bail, has been discharged by the Stipendiary Magistrate at 
the Police-court, apparently on the ground that he is an irre
sponsible epileptic. “ Mad doctors ” were brought up to
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testify that he might act in that disgusting way “ involun
tarily,” though the prison doctor who had him under obser
vation in Hull Gaol found nothing abnormal in his physical 
condition, and thought the acts were too highly organised to 
be considered automatic. There was a lot of method in his 
madness. But he is discharged, and there the case ends. 
All we have to say is that precautions should be taken against 
the reverend gentleman’s “ involuntary ” acts—and that it is 
very lucky for him that he was not a Freethought lecturer.

A very considerable number of these “ involuntary ” mis
fortunes occur in Catholic countries. We see by the last 
number of La Raison to hand that the following incident 
was recently chronicled in Le Matin (one of the principal 
papers in Paris) as occurring at Karwin. in Austria. A priest 
was called in to administer the last sacraments to a young 
woman dying of tuberculosis. He was left alone with her 
to perform the ceremony. But as he stayed a long while 
the relatives opened the door, and found to their horror that 
the confessor had outraged the moribund girl.

Frederick George Cook has had to pay for his mistake. 
He is head-master of the Temple Colston School, Bristol, and 
he thrashed one of the pupils for talking in church on the 
previous Sunday. The magistrates could not agree that the 
punishment was a proper and reasonable one, and they fined 
him ten shillings and costs. Hencoforth he will probably 
let “ talking in church ” alone on week-days. His motto 
should he “ The zeal of Thine house hath eaten me up.”

Rev. Dr. Torrey, who would look well in convict’s costume, 
is quoted by Rev. Dr. Warschauer in the Christian Common
wealth as follows—under the description of “ a notorious 
American revivalist —

“ If the wickedest man or woman i n -----should be in
that hall that night, and should there and then take Jesus 
Christ as their Savior, the moment they did it God would 
blot out all their sins, and their record would be as white in 
God’s sight as that of the purest saint in glory.”

Dr. Warschauer regards this as “ an immoral bid for con
verts.” But is it not the teaching of the Bible ? Of course 
it may be immoral all the same. We think it is. And we 
have said so for thirty years. Tho New Theologians are 
simply taking up our old positions.

When the “ blasphemy ” case was heard at Bow-street tho 
public were rigorously excluded, on the false ground that the 
evidence was too shocking to be heard in open court. Monday 
morning’s papers announced that, “ Tho chief magistrate at 
Bow-street Police Court has made arrangements to afford 
better accommodation for the public and press at the resump
tion of the Siever case to-morrow.” Only poor men were 
supposed to be interested in the Boulter case. So they were 
shut out. Rich people are interested in the Siover case. So 
they are let in. See ?

H um an S acrifices and R elig ion .
—  ♦-----

F rom the year 300 to 1400 the world did not produce a 
single man of genius.

The Dark Ages was a successful conspiracy against the 
natural education, development, and evolution of naan. 
Nature was replaced by a theogony; the intellect was 
abandoned for revelation—second-hand revelation—and the 
mind of man withered and wilted in the foetid atmosphere 
supplied by pedants. The priestly plan of having one class 
do all the thinking and another class all the work, wrecked 
the best in both. To get clear of the entanglement of this 
pedagogic fallacy is a problem that yet confronts us.

The insane idea that death was better than life, and tba 
only through the shedding of blood could we escape damna
tion, has been taught by all priests. Moses tried to shu 
his people from killing men to slaying animals, but had a 
hard time of it. .

Depend upon this, the priest never quits killing things o 
his own accord. Human sacrifices were at one time so 
prevalent, that the practice may almost be considered to 
have been universal, not only with the most debased, no 
amongst the most highly-cultivated and refined nations. 
Thus we find it existing down to the time of the Persia**8’ 
Egyptians, Carthaginians, Thracians, Scythians, Greek i 
Romans, and, to a certain extent, the Jews. It seems 
have had no limits or boundaries, for it was found equal y 
in the New World as the culminating act of an ornato ritua. 
and in the scattered islands of the Pacific Ocean.

In India, under the form of self-immolation, it is witn*̂  
the reach of living memories; and at this moment it 1 
largely indulged in by the negro races of Africa. .

At a time when the Chinese even ceased to burn ‘ 
wooden semblance of a man, we find Themistocles °®er'hg 
up three youths; the wife of Xerxes seeking to appease » 
anger of the gods by burying twelve victims alive; 1 
Carthaginians, as the highest act of propitiation, offering *T 
their first-born sons, and casting their most beautiful cn 
dren into the glowing, outstretched arms of a brazen 
from which they fell into the fiery furnace over wbm 
stood; Aristomenes, tho Mossenian, slaying three bunch 
Lacedaemonians on tho altar of Jupiter at Ithomo; a ^  
later, Augustus Caesar immolating threo hundred viet11309e(j 
the manes of his uncle Julius. Even Aurelian was acCIJS¡B 
of having been guilty of i t ; and Porphyry asserts tba > 
his time, a man was sacrificed yearly at tho shrine of J flP' 
Latialis; and this notwithstanding that a law had bc^ 
passed as far back as 657 n.c., under the consulship 
Lcntulus and Crassus, forbidding human sacrifices. . j0

That the thought of human sacrifices has been accept8, 
to a vast number of people, oven down to our own *lD1®aC. 
proven by the fact that, while they themselves do not P . 
tice tho rite, yet they bolievo in a God who did. 
ordering Abraham to kill his son expresses this idea. ^  
fact that God stopped Abraham before ho could use 
knife reveals the inward revolt of tho writer concerning

Wo are glad to see that some of tho French Radicals and 
Socialists are speaking very plainly about the Czar, who is 
to bo visited shortly by President Fallieres. One speaker at 
a public meeting, a Deputy, called tho Holy Czar “ the 
assassin of his people.” This is true, but how mild I

“ Christianity is tho roligion of which Socialism is tho 
practice.” So said the Rev. F. L. Donaldson, of Leicester, 
at the late Pan-Anglican Congress. If this were true it 
would be so much the worse for Socialism. We know what 
Christianity is in “ practice.” History has taught us that.

“ Agnostics and others who discredit the Scriptures ” are 
invited—by advertisement in the Birmingham Daily Mail— 
to send a postcard to “ S. T.” at Williams’s Advertisement 
Offices, Bradford. We print tho full address, though we are 
not paid for it, in order to give our readers a chance of being 
converted.

The Vatican has a new trouble to deal with. A move
ment has arisen for tho abolition of clerical celibacy, and 
many priests have joined it. Being spiritual fathers does 
not satisfy them. But tho Pope is bound to oppose this 
terrible heresy. Ho knows very well that married priests 
will lose popularity with the ladies—who are tho mainstay 
of the Church. ___

“ Providence ” has been looking after the New-Yorkers. 
Humid heat, terribly oppressive, has been the order of the 
day there, and the tenement-dwellers have been forced to 
camp at night by thousands in the parks and other open 
spaces. “ For his mercy endureth for ever.”

custom. .gce
Tho rudimentary idea of salvation through human Bacr̂ ges 

is now departing from the minds of men. Only in song 
it survive. Such hymns as “ Jesus died and paid it 

There is a fountain filled with blood ”; “ Saved by 
blood of Jesus “ Nothing but tho blood of Jesus,” are 
surviving echoes of this savage superstition. . * 9u

Among savage tribes tho idea that wlion they kij10 ^  
enemy tho strongth of tho individual slain was absorD  ̂ uS< 
themselves has a certain poetic truth. Tho Apache 1** ,^o8 
for instance, believe it literally. With cannibals,. *? 0t 
was made doubly secure by eatiDg tho body of the vict > 
at least his heart, and drinking his blood. .

Tho Christian rite of tho eucharist, wherein men oa  ̂
flesh and drink the blood, or pretend thoy do, of a gre®.yj,,g 
good person, and thus partake of his nature, is a sue 
variant of cannibalism.— The Philistine.

HIRTING OUR FEELINGS. ^  to
It seems necessary to remind Christians, with ri>f. jajjb 

tho question of susceptibility, that those of ortho1*“- 
do not hold a monopoly either of conscience or feehnfc- 
constant reiteration of illogical dogmas and insults 18 and 
tasteful to a Freethinker as are tho fearless analy8 jjg- 
criticism of religion at the hand of the F re e th iu  j-ree- 
tasteful to the believer. The susceptibilities of ¿be
thinker deserve as much consideration as thos® by 
Christian. In tho words of Carlyle, “ Ho who  ̂ cborcb 
tho wayside has many masters,” and members of attack" 
militant need not bo surprised if tho enomy thoy a tba**
ing use as effective, or even moro effective, weap 
they use themselves.
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Mr. F o o te ’s E n g ag em en ts . Sugar Plums.

(Lectures suspended during the summer.)

To C orresponden ts

I 1»- President’s Honorarium F und : Previously acknowledged. 
Annual Subscriptions, £193 2s. 6d Received since.—R. J.
nenderson (second sub.), 10s. *, Erie Side, £2 2s.\ Elizabeth 
Lechmere (second sub.), 10s.

Gerald Massey Fund.—W. Dodd, 10s. 6d.
L- J. H enderson writes : “ I must thank you for your article on 

Balfour. You hit him off to a tee. He is on my political side,but I
fine never liked him......I wish to thank Mr. Heaford for his

account of Freethought in South America. I was four

Jam

years on the west coast, Chile and Peru. It is a grand coast; 
finest climate in all the world, and capital people. You 
always meet good people wherever you go.”

as Stewart thinks our recent article on “ Ora Pro Nobis :
simply splendid.’ “ It is nearly two years now since I 

and I would not 
This correspondent is thanked for

was, — p* A,llV_li.AA. XU lO AACOjA iy UVYV.
arted reading the Freethinker," he adds,

„ 188 for anything, cuttings.
W T)• aiodd.—You might be able to arrange your approaching visit 

° London so as to attend the social gathering at Anderton’s 
^ ootel on Thursday, July 30.

us'*'?"-”-—Thanks for the Clarion cutting. Words cannot be 
defi ^  any way- Those who “ do not accept the dictionary 

mtion of religion ” are bound to supply a definition of their 
^own and justify it.

Wâ INIJfi0R'—The paper you mention is doing a good work in its 
in ,No Joofif its circulation would decrease if it spoke out 
te rf. coldly on the theological implications of its scientific 
va t i ^ '  we were more “ discreet” our 
tak ?,lmProve. hut we are not built tor that policy, and we 

j, the consequences of a forthright course.
■ Bonn—Arrived safely. Thanks.W. p t> J

Jo ' UALI''—Thanks for useful cuttings.
savB>î ATEH'—Tour courage is admirable. “ There is,’’ as you 
Will i a 'ot °f uphill work to be accomplished before mankind 

he freed from the fetters of superstition.” We know it.
you 'Tisiiart-—Sorry to hear your voice gave way, and stopped 
all r. ,turing at Liverpool, Bolton, and Bury. Hope you are 
dev l *t aS“,'n now. Glad to hear some of the towns are 
eno IOpinS local speakers. Sorry we cannot give you the refer- 
YouSat the moment. We are just going away for a week.

1 Abracadabra’s ” work.q °u cannot have too high an opinion of
W DlI'AT-—We regret overlooking the point. Dr. Frazer's 
jja ure on The Scope of Social Anthropology is published by 

Y ^ "nllan A Co. at the price of sixpence net.
ail(jAa"K.N-—Glad to hoar the Wigan Branch is doing so well 
lec. he“ lng such good attendances at Mr. Wishart’s open air 
F0otrfs !. also that “ everybody will be glad ” to know of Mr. 
fiiatt6 8 ’ntended visit in the autumn. Wo note the other 
inugij1'' Branch-wrecking ¡b a business that does not require 
tne,v,k abllity, but an ample supply of other qualities. Your 

A p °rs 8bould be on their guard.
sciid i TKs.—We did not keep your copy. The stanza you now 

(j ^ °es not seem equal to the rest.
to —Glad to sec the Liverpool Chiof Constable is trying
abo„, at tbo anonymous Christian who wrote him that letter 

jj  ̂ your meetings.
L. tsr '̂ 0Nl£s'—Thanks for cuttings.WaiiiTjjj g L' Too late for this week ; in our next.

Yarri^j48 Society, Limited, office is at 2 Newcastle-street, 
Ta|, " n8d°n-street, E.C.

i'arr.vI<lNAL SaccLAR Society’s office is at 2 Newcastle-street, 
Li^«RS 8 °n'Stre0t’ E,C-to 2 m J ° r '‘h® Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed 
Lg0TD8 Wcastle-8treet, Farringdon-street, E.C.

stree* pi0p C>:s mnst reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon- 
inserted ^  dr8t Post Tuesday, or they will not be

to},
*fiarkinn n Bend 08 newspapers would enhance the favor by 

k 16 Pa08agos to which they wish us to call attention.
*'8hinj, °p literature should be sent to the Freethought Pub 
0t(,eet P pmPany. Limited, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon 

Bero.. ’ and not to the Editor.
to Bend<im!^'n8 *or literature by stamps are spooially requested 
:,e nalJPenny stamps.
r̂ T * he.r wiu be forwarded direct from the publishing

itampl. o

ker will be ‘n7epai*dT—One year.Post free, at the following rates, propa.
®a.; half year. 5s. 3d.; three months 2s. «a.

«sserii«* AbVKRTiHKMENT8 i Thirty One inch,
43e ,.n8 ten wordB, 6d. Displayed Adver Bpeoia’
t ,;  bd;i  half column, £1 2s. 6d. { column,

tor repetitions.

Mr. Foote will be lecturing at Queen’s Hall again in Sep
tember. He visits Glasgow the first Sunday in October to 
open the new lecturing season there.

The Queen’s Hall lectures will be under the auspices of 
the Secular Society, Limited. Under the same auspices, in 
October, a series of Sunday evening lectures will be given at 
Stanley Hall. A course of lectures will be arranged for if 
possible in South London. Unfortunately the “ Horns ” 
Assembly Room, at which some successful meetings were 
held last winter, is no longer available, as there is now a 
clause in the license against Sunday letting; which we take 
to be one of the characteristic moves of the present reac
tionary Government of London.

Under the auspices of the National Secular Society’s 
Executive, some Freethought demonstrations are being 
organised to take place on Sundays, either afternoon or 
evening, in the London Parks. A fuller statement will be 
made in our next issue. Mr. Foote will speak at some, if 
not all, of these Demonstrations. The other speakers will be 
Mr. C. Cohen, Mr. F. A. Davies, Mr. W. Heaford, and Mr. 
A. B. Moss. We understand that Mr. E. Wilson will kindly 
provide a brake and pair of horses as on previous occasions.

It may be asked why Mr. Lloyd is not amongst the 
speakers at these Demonstrations. The answer is that he 
was, of course, invited to speak, but was obliged to decline, 
although with great regret. Mr. Lloyd’s throat is liable to 
be affected by out door speaking. He made a gallant effort 
last year, but cannot think of repeating it.

Thursday, July 30, is the date fixed for the next social 
gathering at Anderton’s Hotel, under the auspices of the 
N.S.S. Executive. London “ saints,” and provincial ones 
too who may be coming to London, should make a careful 
note of this. The first gathering was very successful, and 
the second one ought to be more so. These functions enable 
Freethinkers to get to know each other, or to know each 
other better, and thus supply what we may call “ social 
cement ” to the party. Mr. Foote will be present, with 
some members of his family ; and will be “ supported ” by 
Messrs. Cohen, Lloyd, Davis, Heaford, Moss, and other plat
form representatives. We hope the hall will be crowded— 
and it holds a good many. ___

It being the wish of the N.S.S. Conference that the 
services of an organising lecturer should bo continued, if 
possible, the Executive has decided to continuo Mr. Wishart’s 
engagement until the end of August. What will happen 
after that remains to bo seen. Mr. Wishart is delivering 
open-air lectures in Yorkshire and Lancashire, and is getting 
good audiences. But the collections do not yield much, and 
there is not much sale of literature. These are matters 
that require organising. Obviously it is not possible for 
Mr. Wishart to be on the platform and in tho meeting too. 
The local “ saints ” should push the literature amongst the 
crowd, and it would bo a good thing to get ladies to go round 
for tho “ offertory.”

Mr. Duncan's Life and Letters o f Herbert Spencer was 
reviewod in last week’s Athenaum , and reference was made 
to his religious opinions. “ Tho inference has been largely 
rnado from the concluding part of his Autobiography,'' our 
contemporary said, “ that Spencer had modified or regretted 
his views on religious mattors. This is a favorite statement 
with those who deal with the last days and penultimate 
judgments of celebrated men. There is, however, no 
authority for such conclusions in Mr. Duucau's book.”

Mr. Joseph Bates kept his word, and mado another 
attempt to preach Freethought in tho Market-Place at 
Boston. This is how the Boston Guardian reports the 
scene:—

“ A large crowd of people had assembled, not to listen to 
him, but • to see the fun I ’ Bates waited until the services 
in the churches and the chapels were over, and then made 
an attempt to give an address, but he was 1 baited ’ by the 
crowd, and was unable to obtain a hearing. He was hustled, 
but was rescued from the mob by P.c.’s Smith, Vickers and 
Scuffham, who put him in the telephone office in the fowl 
market, whilst they endeavored to disperse the people. A 
cab was sent for to take him home, but the cab did not 
arrive, and after about a quarter of an hour’s incarceration 
he was brought out and was escorted to his new lodgings in 
Red Lion Street—he had changed his lodgings during the 
week—by the constables and Bergt. Whyte, followed by a
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rowdy, disorderly mob of garrulous girls aud hobbledehoy 
hooligans. Such scenes are a disgrace and will have to be 
stopped. If the man wishes to be an Atheist let him he an 
Atheist in a quiet manner; and if he feels constrained to 
expound his views let him expound his views, and if the 
public do not like them they need not listen to them. It is 
absurd and disgraceful to hoot him and chase him whenever 
he makes his public appearance.”

Such is the civilising result of Simple Bible Teaching and 
other forms of religious instruction in elementary schools! 
Boston Christians are a long way behind the Athenian 
Pagans, who nearly two thousand years ago heard Paul 
with civil attention and politeness.

The Birmingham Branch had a very successful outing on 
Sunday. The trip was to Warwick, and the party visited 
Guy’s Cliff and other places of interest.

According to the Humanitarian, the Humanitarian League 
will be represented at the coming Peace Congress by Dr. T. 
Baty, and the League “ is bringing out a new edition of Mr. 
G. W. Foote's well-known pamphlet, The Shadow of the 
Sword, for use in connection with the meetings.”

Michael Servetus, who was hunted down to his death by 
John Calvin, was burnt alive in 1553, green wood being 
employed to prolong his agony. A monument to his memory 
was inaugurated at Paris on Sunday. It is the work of the 
sculptor, M. Jean Baffler, and is largely due to the initiative 
of M. Henri Kochefort,

The President’s Honorarium Fund.

We have received some communications on this 
subject. The first is from a Bristol subscriber, who 
wants to get at “ the readers of the Freethinker ” and 
addresses them as “ Dear Friends.” His epistle, so 
addressed, runs as follows:—

“ Brevity is the soul of wit, so let us get to the point 
at once. The motto of the President’s Honorarium 
Fund would seem to be “ festina lento,” but does not 
suit me. Here you have a man who has been working 
hard all his life for the dissemination of Truth, with all 
the devotion and singleness of purpose which so emi
nently characterised the great pioneers of the move
ment. A man whose ability and talent were so warmly 
eulogised by the late Lord Chief Justice Coleridge, and 
yet shame to say, ho has for long been unable to draw 
a salary as Editor of this journal.

Yet in spite of this serious drawback the paper has 
maintained its high standard of excellence in every 
respect.

It seems to mo that we are taking an undue advan
tage of a man’s good nature by permitting ourselves to 
receive the great benefit of his able writings and not 
contributing better towards his support. We all know 
that had our able President devoted his abilities to 
another line of life he might easily have been a wealthy 
man, but he is not enamored of money. Still a man 
must live, and it is right that he should be adequately 
remunerated. He not only goes without a salary, but 
has to put his hand in his private pocket for petty dis
bursements connected with the cause. This ought not 
to be so. Why up to the present we have not attained 
to £200 per annum 1 That ought to be doubled easily.' 
Well here goes for a start. I now double my subscrip
tion. Bis dat qui cito dat. How is that for an illiterate ?

Yours truly,
R. J. Hkndbrson.”

Mr. Erie Side, a South London veteran, writes :—
“ I do hope that I shall for many years send my two 

guineas to this Honorarium Fund—a little gratitude 
to a great and pleasant fighter who can hit hard and 
laugh.”

I care nothing about names. It makes no difference to 
me what the supposed great men of tho past have said, 
except as what they have said contains an argument, and 
that argument is worth to me the force it naturally has upon 
my mind. Christianity forgets that in tho realm of reason 
there are no serfs and no monarchs. When you submit to
an argument you do not submit to the man who made it .......
So far as I am concerned, I think more of reasons than of 
reputations, more of principles than of persons, more of 
nature than of names, more of facts than of faiths.—Ingersoll,

A Defender of the Faith.

The defenders of the Christian faith are of various 
types, ranging from the subtle metaphysical apol°" 
gist to the pugilistic paid-agent of the Christian 
Evidence Society. But the low-water mark 0 
apologetics is not reached even here, and, indeed) 
it is questionable whether the defence, in intention 
at least, really stops short of the gibbet or the stake. 
That such a statement is not mere rhetoric wj 
appear from the following considerations, which wi 
also serve to show that the Christian spirit of perse
cution is very far from being dead. .

A Godless Socialism is the title of a little bookw 
just recently issued, which, as may be surmised, is a 
fanatical diatribe concerned almost solely with tn 
“ godlessness ” of the age—the “ Socialism ” of tn® 
title being rather more ornamental than usefu • 
The writer advertises himself as a “ disputant 
numerous published debates,” and also as the autbo 
of Satan’s Biography—which latter fact may acconn 
for the sulphurous odor of some of the phraseology 
in the booklet. He has a special “ Note ” on t 0 
fly-leaf “ To Literary Critics and Reviewers,” wbic  ̂
exhibits at the outset the author’s modesty, aD 
indicates the spirit and temper of the subje0 
matter. He advises them that “ This little wor 
has been written solely to meet a Godless Socialisin’ 
and as those who are captivated thereby belong 
mainly to the class that prefers to call “ an 0 
pleasant odor ” “a nasty smell,” “all literary orna (i 
ness has been sacrificed to attain the end in view. 
It is not every writer who would thus hide 
literary light under a bushel, and sacrifice “ literaw 
ornateness ” out of consideration for the men ^  
calibre and moral leanings of his readers; but 
the booklet is mostly on sale at the religious b°° 
depots, it may be that it will find a suitable circle^ 
readers on whom his condescension will not  ̂
wasted. It will be seen that Mr. Jannaway—00 
is the author’s happy name—does not follow 
example of those preachers who speak “ over 
heads” of their congregations; he studies 
capacity and mental bearings of his prospe0^  
readers, and graciously condescends to call 
unpleasant odor” “ a nasty smell.” Wo are 
formed that “ The writer of this little work usedrg0 
find it both pleasant and instructive to c0° ve 0t 
with Mr. George Jacob Holyoake, for he was  ̂
only a cultured gentleman, but a lovable a 
courteous critic. It was not less bracing to 118 
to the discourses of Mr. Charles Bradlaugb, f?r 0f 
not only knew his own mind, but ho was a tbm ^  
from whom much could bo learned." This by ” 
of traducing the individual who is the part1? . 
object of attack, and who is said to possess nei 
the “ honest refinement ” of Holyoake nor 
“ mental stamina ” of Bradlaugh. But one 1°. ĵje 
vain for any signs of either of those qualities,lÔ 0lj 
pages of A Godless Socialism, not a single indica 
being apparent that its author has been in the 
of conversing with a “ courteous ” critic or of 
ing to the bracing discourses of a real thinker. 
when he asserts that all who turn their backs V » 

e God of the Bible become “ wandering 8 *¿¡06'
“ wells without water,” “ unstable souls,” ‘ 0j.
servers,” it is evident that such golden opp°r ¡̂8 
ties for cultivating his intellect and improving 
manners have been criminally neglected, 
believes he has “ read every published debate o ^ 0r 
late Charles Bradlaugh, Colonel Ingersoll, a n d  ^  
nineteenth-century infidels,” but where he learn . 
peculiar methods of controversy he does not e .^gd 
certainly it was not at the feet of such disting 
masters of debate. ontr°'

After reading of such intellectual and c 
versial advantages enjoyed by the aa. 0 jj tb0 
puerily of his “ little work ” stands out m o0te 
greater contrast. We begin to wonder, as aTg 
the childishness of his defence, whether jta 
really living in the twentieth century, wi ^0rk 
boasted culture and enlightenment. His 11
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no
Jannaway: with all 1 

still. “ If anything,” he says 
is thought to be unnecessarily

cat ^ ' rePea ê  ̂ phrase) is, with all humility, dedi

‘‘The God of the  B ib l e ”— 
ougb whether with, or without, that gentleman’ 

y s e n t  does not appear. The moral delinquencies 
the God of the Bible, concerning which so much 

Pologetic literature has been written, present 
Qjnbling block to Mr. Jannaway: with all his 

(1aalt8 he loves him 
herein contained
arsh, let it be attributed to the fact that he has 
°cght to emulate the “ man after God’s own heart,’ 

q,, 0 Wr°te : “ Do not I hate them, 0  Lord, that hate 
ee ? And am nQj. j grjeve  ̂ w£th them that rise up 

®ainŝ  Thee ? I hate them with perfect hatred.”
^ ouch is the elevating ethical influence of Bible 
tj°rauty,. Because a fellow-mortal refuses to bow 
¡g e knee to Mr. Jannaway’s petty Jewish God, who 
of tb D°Wn and unackn°wledged by the major portion 
a bo human race, he must therefore “ hate him with 
 ̂Perfect hatred.” One of the greatest scourges that 

ever afflicted mankind is fanatical religious 
. and the species that has been the most 

wb' b^VG and crn0l *8 the Christian variety, of 
m, 1Ca our author is a truly representative specimen 

6 Quixotic charges of this religious knight are as 
!cal as the strange delusions which prompt them 

nn̂ aaiusing. In going forth to do battle with the 
g e"ever he finds encouragement for his soul in 
r , ® those Jack-and-the-Beanstalk stories nar 
. e<t in the Old Testament. The modern infidel 

‘is not by any means the first reviler of 
has been put to shame and defeated

, eve
hatred •

(L 8ay8>who
lad^^ three thousand years ago the little shepherd 
the' i ' P*ohed up the gauntlet thrown down bj 
der !)7 '?PbeHious bully, Goliath, and not only ren- 
aui bim hors de combat with the most primitive of 
ahd afn*tion, but, having no sword in hand, ‘ Ran

stood
no sword in

the Philistine and took ms swora, 
and arew *t out of the sheath thereof, and slow him, 
so l,^*1 bis head therewith.’ ” “ A generation or

upon the Philistine and took his sword 
v it

1 0ffater another swaggering scoffer appeared, and,
* goodl * by G1B empty-headed followers that he was 
him y looking, thought he could carry all before 
f°r his spear ; but his bluster was short-lived, 

Uod-fearing man appeared on the scene and 
spear ^°wn bim with a staff and plucked the 
bis a °Û  b̂o Egyptian’s hand, and slew him with 
God Wn BPoar>’” “ In like manner the enemies of 
CaKed f^0 *or ^be hungry lions which they had 
beln, j r bb® purpose of devouring the man ‘ greatly ^ V0d of God.’ "
huu, with his faith and courage sustained by these 
War Dn and i^011! reflections, our hero goes forth to 
power jp ^ u n a te ly  for his religious intentions, the 
s°rew b̂a  ̂ nsS'nipolS'ted the rack and the thumb- 
"hew n.° ôn8er exists. How ho would delight to 
ouea lbo Agags in pieces,” and “ dash their little 
that u p 1108*' bbo stones ’’! It is frequently claimed 
Snd in °^ erP civilisation is indebted to the influence 
^Qdv tKlra *̂0n Christianity ; but one has only to 
dox i  ,. 0 moral effects of that religion upon ortho- 
sucij 8 10vers like Mr. Jannaway to see the value of 
able kD a88amption. Cotter Morrison, in his ostim- 
the ^ 00a> In a chapter dealing with “ Morality in 
austG of Faith,” commenting upon the religious 
hinati i mediaeval Scotland, says that ‘‘If 

in Christianity, coupled with the 
the | Operate zeal in enforcing the precepts of 
®c°tch coa*d have made a people moral, the 
middig 'Votdd bave been a moral people towards the 
after n and en<̂  ^be seventeenth century.” But 
higbestearly a cenbory of gospel teaching at the 
that i,. JPrG88are, ho says it may fairly be stated 
CeiQturv 116 ®.c°bti8h people in the seventeenth 
00 mora7 er0 n̂ ^ a  ̂ 8*'aJ‘e semi-barbarism wherestate
JaOnawa* I*.r n̂c*P̂ e is able to take hold.” And Mr. 
c°hditi0ny Gvidently still in this semi-barbaric 
Lteel Plate« f K .mind. is armor-clad with religions 
tt,°ral tr ‘'bat are impervious to any historical or 
*ifcb him Itw ere in vain to attempt to reason 
0,?a heart >> ° bim that “ the man after God’s

was very far from being a moral

paragon; to explain that the “ God of the Bible ” 
is a purely human conception reflecting the pro
gressive mental and moral stages of the Hebrew 
people, or to get him to understand that the 
advanced ideals of the present age have left his 
Bible morality far behind. And there are many 
evidences that the moral outlook of Mr. Jannaway is 
typical of the view that obtains in the orthodox re
ligious world.

It would be impossible to refute the arguments of 
his “ little work," for the simple reason that it does 
not contain any. It is full of nothing but abuse of 
the lowest and most vulgar type. We are favored 
with the usual references to “ the vitiating influ
ences of the vile productions passing current as 
‘ Freethought literature’”—which is the little way 
these Jannaways have of expressing their disagree
ment with other people’s views—but for “ vileness,” 
for brazen effrontery and gutter vaporings, A Godless 
Socialisvi is a little masterpiece. We will not repro
duce any of the vituperative language which adorns 
its pages ; but when a person suggests that all those 
whose views of an anthropomorphic deity differ from 
his own would be more at home “ roaming about on 
the tiles and in the back gardens with dogs and cats,” 
it will be seen that the moral machinery of such a 
“ courteous ’’ writer needs overhauling and—clean
ing. We have said that this booklet is mostly on 
sale at the book-depots of a religious character; and 
as these depots usually have committees who care
fully Bean the books that are supplied to Sunday- 
sohool libraries to see that no seeds of unbelief are 
likely to find their way into the youthful mind, it is 
fair to assume that the slanderous matter of this 
booklet is not unknown to these moral censors. 
And the fact that such a vile production is allowed 
to pass without a protest from his Christian brethren 
is further evidence that the moral tone of the re
ligious world leaves much to be desired.

We have not drawn attention to this abusive 
booklet because we think it worthy of notice from a 
controversial point of view, but because of that spirit 
of hatred and persecution which it breathes, and 
which the progress in modern knowledge and culture 
has been unable to eliminate from orthodox Chris
tianity. Though not in active eruption, that historic 
spirit is very far from being an extinct volcano. 
That is a very significant story of Grant Allen’s— 
The White Man's Foot. Those who have read it will 
remember the old Hawaiian chief, Kalaua, with his 
European polish, able to converse with the tourists 
on the Mail Steamer in good English, “ a Christian 
now, like all the rest of them.” But, as the story 
shows, behind all the veneer of civilisation and 
formal acceptance of Christianity, old Kalaua was 
still at heart the hereditary high-priest of the 
goddess Pole, finding his highest religious joy in the 
festival of Maloka, and capable of sacrificing human 
victims—even his own kith and kin—to the honor of 
his fearful deity. And so, though the growth of 
public morals has put a stop to the annual flow of 
victims convicted of witchcraft—sacrificed in obedi
ence to a direct Bible command—though the horrible 
instruments of Christian torture have, so to speak, 
been beaten into ploughsheares and pruning-hooks 
by the force of public opinion, yet the Jannaways, 
as A Godless Socialism abundantly testifies, are quite 
ready to renew the ancient rites and ceremonies, 
and wreak their righteous vengeance on those offend
ing mortals who have dared to turn their backs upon 
the God of the Bible.

Mr. Jannaway is also the author of a booklet 
entitled Good Time Coming, descriptive of an im
possible millennium, whioh knocks all the visionary 
Utopias and Socialistic dreams into “ a cocked hat ” 
—a time when the leopard shall have performed the 
wonderful feat of changing his outer covering; when 
the King of the Forest will be metamorphosed into 

lady’s pet-dog, and a little child will lead him with 
a string; when the fierce tiger will lap milk out of 
the pussy-cat’s dish on the hearth, and when the 
wasp, by way of amusing himself during your Sun
day afternoon nap, will tickle your nose with his
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sting. Bat, as the Bible rightly says, that time is 
not y e t; nor can we understand any sane person 
seriously believing that such a time will ever arrive. 
The good time that is coming will be when “ gods ” 
have ceased to trouble the weary brain of man; 
when human energies and human thought are 
directed to the improvement of his life and the 
increase of his happiness, and when religious 
fanaticism and religious bigotry have been swept 
away for ever. JogEpH Bryce>

Christian Hypocrisy at the Grave.

Fkeethought is life and action.
Christianity is a coffin and the hearse.
The professors of the orthodox faith, by frequent 

argument, have admitted that Freethought may be 
all right to live by, but Christianity is needed when 
men come to die.

Freetbought is willing to accept the distinction 
thus conferred upon it, for if a man or woman live 
“ all right ” they need not be concerned or alarmed 
regarding the mode and manner of dying. To live 
“ all right ” enables one to die “ all right.” We are 
all interested in living. We all know that we have 
life, and that to all who have life death must come. 
Life is the beginning of consciousness. Death is the 
end. As there was nothing for the individual before 
the individual life was, so there will be nothing for 
the individual when death ensues.

The foregoing thoughts have been occasioned by 
the recent receipt of a communication informing us 
of the demise of one of our enthusiastic subscribers, 
with a request from a lady member of his family— 
presumably wife or daughter—that the Blade dis
continue to his recent address. The tone of the 
letter indicates that this particular member of the 
dead subscriber’s household did not agree with him 
in his views, and it discloses the further fact that 
she did not take very kindly to his reading our paper. 
Among other things, the writer of the Epistle says:— 

“ Please allow.me to say that he enjoyed the paper 
while he was in health, but when sickness and death 
came it offered him no comfort. The Christian religion 
and the prayers of a Christian minister gave him more 
comfort than can be found in your paper.”

More was said along the same lines, but the fore
going is enough. It admits that while the deceased 
was in health and strength, in full possession of his 
mental faculties, capable of the use of his reason, he 
actually “ enjoyed ” the paper, and the carrion crows 
of the death-chamber could not influence or turn him 
from his known and accepted views upon religion. 
It also admits that when the poor, tired brain failed 
to properly perform the function of thought, when 
mind and body were both enfeebled, the women 
members of his household, aided by a “ Christian 
minister,” undertook to wring a confession of faith 
from the parched lips, and by such an act they 
sought to prove to the world that the dead man had 
lived a lie, and another conversion to the Christian 
faith is announced.

The Church is welcome to all such converts, save 
for the slander that his family have allowed to bo 
perpetrated upon his name and memory. Even in 
death Freethinkers are not safe from assault. 
Christian ghouls have, ere this, penetrated the 
grave to make a holy vengeance upon an inoffensive 
and helpless corpse. What wonder, then, that, like 
a thief in the night, these Christian ghouls will 
penetrate the chamber of death, and by cruel tricks, 
without the consent or knowledge of the dying, 
indulge in the hollow mockery of prayer at such a 
season, and the slightest twitch of the lips, whether 
of approval or disapproval, is accepted as a renuncia
tion of an intellectual plane of thought and con
strued as an acceptance of that religious faith which 
he had previously spurned.

In a great measure, Freethinkers are responsible 
for these things. Too many fail to make proper

provision for such an emergency. Very few bâ 0 
done so. Anticipating such a contretemps in the case 
of death, care should be taken to guard against ' 
during active life by having preparations made 
advance. There is nothing gruesome about it. w 
must all die. We all realise that. The same en 
awaits us all, and the Blade advises its subscribers’ 
friends, and readers to be fully prepared, so tha 
when the grim reaper makes his call they will no 
be subjected to the humiliating disgrace that bete 
the dead man in the present instance. .

The letter we have received furnishes the bes 
sort of argument in favor of Freethought. 
admits, by implication, that the Christian relig10 
is fitted only for children, intellectual imbecn08’ 
and persons in the throes of death. In this instanc 
the dead man, “ while he was in health," actua 1 
“ enjoyed" the Blade, and the logical inference ' 
that when he became unable to enjoy it his reaS°v 
ing powers had failed, his mentality had ceased, 
was “ as a little child again ” and a fit subject f°r  ̂
“ Christian minister ” to work off his prayers an 
faith upon . 1

Ah, friends, could he have known and rea\iee 
what was taking place around him in those momen 
of flitting life, there would have been precious l't 
comfort in the Christian religion, or in the Pra£ j 
of that Christian minister, for those gathered ab°_̂  
him ; and, while we dislike to say harsh thing3 
the presence of death, yet we regard the 'nCld?he 
here related as an insult to the intelligence of 
man now dead.

—Blue Grass Blade (Lexington, Ky., U.S.A-)

The World of Books.

Thbbb is no harm in going back a little in the watte i0j 
Shelley literature. We do not apologise, therefore, 
calling our readers’ attention to an article in the May nur° , „ 
of the Nineteenth Century on “ Shelley ‘ Contra Mundu®- 
Mr. Arthur P. Nicholson, the writer of it, boldly defends 
poet's Atheism as being what Trelawny called it, “ tbe 
and the distinguishing quality of all ho wrote." Short s ^ 
is given to the partisanship of mon like Browning and * • 
Hutton (to compare great things with small 1), who a ” g 
that Shelley, while not an actual Christian, was at 1® ' j. 
potential one, and would havo blossomed into a most reS" aj, 
able orthodox believer if he had only lived long eu“^ 9. 
Ay, there’s the rub 1 For he incontinently died and y 
trated all these pious prophecies. Mr. Nicholson argues s 
much as wo have always done in the Freethinker. H° »cfy 
through the poet’s meteoric career and shows that at 
point of it he was still an Athoist. Itoferring to 
the Refutation of Deism, and the Letter to Lord 
borough, ho says: “ The conclusion that in 1814 Shelley 
an atheist is surely irresistible.” In 1810 Shelley wro ^  a 
word “ Athoist ” after his name in tho visitors' book ^  
Swiss hotel, under that of a clergyman, who had 
after his signature that " no one could view that su 0 
scene and deny the existence of God." Christian*; joD 
called Shelley’s act on that occasion a shocking ,oX tl>e 
of bad taste, but they do not cousuro the fussy P10*̂  rfect'f 
man of God who “ talked shop ” everywhere. It is P*’ ta„t0 
proper for a Christian to intrude his opinions: ha ^»t 
begins when an Atheist calls him to order by remark1 b 
“ there are others.” And, after all, it is difficult to ĤjjaU a 
a mountain proves the existence of God any more top 
sandbank. God ought to bo as obvious from the 
Primrose Hill as from the top of Mont Blanc.

* * * • Pi
Mr. Nicholson goes on to Shelloy's action after no Ot b>8 

death, when he made a logal effort to got possessio ^  ^at 
children. Tho answer filed against his plea set in
tho plaintiff "avows himself to bo an atheist,” alK-jc(j tbe 
the notes to Queen Mab he “ has blasphemously 
truth of tho Christian Hevolatiou, and denied the e' ^jitS 
of God as the Creator of tho universe.” These cas0’ 
were not contravened, and Lord Eldon, tho judge w t, j,efor® 
plainly said that there was “ nothing in tho ovicleu^0 ^ jj9a 
him to authorise him in thinking that tho P iliuri,r tt>9*! 
“ changed his principles.” Could anything be clea 
that?  And as Slielloy was twenty-five then, and o ffreb0 " 
some four years longer, what more do we want ? _ - ' ^gjo»? 
son, however, thinks it well to print Trelawny a
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y Way of conclusion. Trelawny knew Shelley intimately 
with^u-k0 year °* h '8 life, and had many conversations 
„ ,*u f11111 on the deepest subjects, and Trelawny says : 
Ath°' 1̂ 0Ore<̂  ad religions as superstitions.......He was an

Icon oclasts’ C ricket Club F ifth  M atch
V.

K ensington  P a lace  C ricket Club.

e quite agree with Mr. Nicholson—we have taken the 
i8tnG’ ^os*t'on these columns—that the transcendental - 
ij some of Shelley’s poems, as in Adonais, does not 

,°®lie£ in “ a God or a future life.” “ Shelley,” he 
kn ’ ] ' m sPirit was t»is own Prometheus, who through 
Was C< k,e Would regenerate mankind, a cause in which he 
Tit ^  ready to endure the ills of destiny as the sublime 
" In JY why does Mr. Nicholson say that Shelley
Shell • ^roams °f changing the world by an idea ”? Mrs. 
moteey 8 authority on that point is sadly inadequate. Her 
•'tea ,,^omi:uonpiace nature was too much pleased with the 
the 1 îer P°et-husband was losing his desire to “ turn 
insti °i nP8i<ie down.” It showed a sound controversial 
Ve ,ct °u Matthew Arnold's part when he seized upon this 

y act as the starting-point of his famous article.

Shell! reS  ̂ Mr. Nicholson’s article is an able defence of 
R a t i o aS a ^rea* PO0t ’ which is almost a work of superero- 
latelQ one observation is worth noting. We have
Mis/ur-?rnar^ed’ ’n some articles on Shelley’s Letters to 
“ bor . ener> that it might almost be said that he was 
B0me?hWith°ut or‘g‘nal sin.” Mr. Nicholson evidently holds 
groggn In8.°f the sfime idea. “ Had there been a strain of 
in j, f 88 In Shelley,” he says, “ the grossness which we find 
geniUs f a‘8 and Shakespeare, it would have enriched his 
whole ’, greatest writers are those who can range the 
We *1' gatI1ut of emotions, from the obscene to the spiritual.” 
°Wn n f  ^e re  is truth in this. And we will add, for our 
Shelia r",‘ Hiat *f there had been that strain of grossness in 
the qef' ^ ere would have been no “ Harriet scandal ” for 
a great a at’?n fbe enemies of a great poet who was also 

Atheist. “ Whoso hath ears to hear let him hear.”

The torgan f ^ number of the Humanitarian, the monthly 
^rittei humanitarian League, contains an article,
Grime liqpi 8U8Pecf hy Mr. Salt, on “ The Prevention of 
to be 1 ” Mr. Salt’s article—if wo may call it his—ought 
t° tijg '-Produced in the Westminster Gazette as an antidote 
Mp. 0i ^  and airy acceptance by Mr. J. M. Robortson, 
Senten *00 Home Secretary’s new bantling—indeterminate 
syuipatl° aD(̂  a*̂ ' Mr. Robertson has a powerful mind, but 
look8 D> y.and Pagination are not his strong points, and ho 
of thej ifCU ly about sentenced criminals being at tho mercy 
their nnf0ta° Office and the prison system for the rest of 
habitu„, Ura* *‘ves- Mr. Salt says ho has no objection to 
cuteq b ? ,fD̂ ers being kept “ in hospital ” until they are 
and tbg . °ur prisons at present are not moral hospitals,” 
of a . 1Qdeterminato sentence “ prosupposos the existence 
■¡Nice , °f judge, magistrate, prison governor, visiting 
class, a?a?i r* and policeman, which does not exist, as a 
^^hiner » Pr080Dt day.” Both tho “ mind and the 
-Mr. qj '̂ y °f a really reformative systom aro lacking, and 
lnflictintr I?0’8 Bill is likely to bo “ simply a dovico for 
Carefci ^ a bfe-sentence." The whole article doserves very 
ate Sev^ 1 *;‘on a£ the hands of Humanitarians. There 
^Uthly18 °fbor important items in this gallant little

-• Tho,]
jftciestin f  nuij1ber of tho Positivist Review opons with an 
¡Ybcer’oY arficle by Mr. Frederic Harrison on Herbert 
"feetin,,» • Bife.” Professor Beesly writes on “ Tho lieval 
?°?t Uot.Y“ 811 «»»ineptly common-sense spirit. But the 
^"'iuiiy'Ha . confributiou, from our point of viow, is Mr. 
fcxftetnolyttri 'c*e 0,1 “ George Jacob Holyoako,” which is an 

j ablo and judicious piece of work.

Correspondence.

JOHN THE BAPTIST.
Sin __f , 10 TUH « uitor ok “ the freethinker.”

Luciusei,°l ass.ert8 in bis " Duties of a Magistrate, XIII.," 
b \b y  a Co * latniuius, when a consul in Gaul, was prevailed 
°rieaded . an a* a banquet to send to have a man 

b Thi« wa pri8t?u-
8headin„ 'mProbably the origin of tho story of the

8 of John the Baptist.
F rancis R am.

Result : Iconoclasts won by 8 runs. This match was played 
on Sunday, July 5, with above result. Our captain at last 
won the toss, and thanks are due to all Freethinkers who 
have successfully invoked the aid of the Blessed Virgin. 
Minett, who is a staunch Freethinker, played very finely, 
making top score, and having the best bowling analysis.

H. E. Voigt, Captain I. C. C.

THE FUN OF THE BIBLE.
At this season of the year many people seek for light 

reading for the holidays. We recommend them to read 
the Bible. No other book, except Voltaire’s Candide, is so 
full of fun. But we must “ speak by the card or equivoca
tion will undo us.” The Holy Ghost's humor is not as our 
humor, nor his wicked witticisms as our witticisms. The 
Holy Ghost is not so uproarious as Mark Twain, nor so 
ironical as Mr. Dooley. Quips, repartees, and epigrams are 
strangers to his shadowy pages. Maybe, an attenuated 
humor is best suited to a book by a ghostly author. 
Although we cannot say that there is a laugh in every 
chapter, a snigger in every verse, the humor is sufficient. 
There are sly stories, quaint burlesques, and jokes enough to 
have eradicated tho droop of the mouth of the High Church
man, and the resemblance to a tired cab-horse habitually 
worn by the flat-chested warriors of the Salvation Army. 
As a funmaker, the Holy Ghost stands lower than Artemus 
Ward, although he is his superior as a writer of fiction. 
The Ghost is a showman; absolutely calm about his ex
hibits, as a showman ought to be. He says the most 
deliriously funny things without turning a hair. That 
delightfully funny story of Jonah and the whale is the 
perfection of unemotional joking. Whilst reading it we 
fairly sympathise with the poor whale who had a bed
sitting-room in his “ tum-tum.” The humor of the story 
of Noah's Ark is infectious, and the Adventures of the 
Talking Snake in Eden hardly less so. Daniel in the 
Lions’ Den, The Ten Plagues, The Tower of Babel, Ezekiel’s 
Aldermanic Banquet, are all brilliant examples of Oriental 
Fun. The Adventures of J. C. in the later pagos are funny 
enough to wrinkle the face of an undertaker with smiles. 
When tho hero walks the waves, slangs tho fig-tree, turns 
water into real champagne, feeds thousands of people with a 
bath bun and a few sardines, and finally sails away like a 
balloon, it is worth all the money charged for tho volume. 
The refusal of good people to see his jokes must have made 
tho Ghost laugh. He must havo held his two sides, which 
aro six, until his throe hoads, which are one, fairly ached 
from tho explosion. _______

DEGRADING THE NATION.
What on earth is the matter with the clergy ? They 

preach on Socialism, Politics, Family Lifo, Hospitals, Novel- 
Reading, and, in fact, everything except what they aro paid 
to rant about. Take Father Bernard Vaughan, for example. 
He evidently wants people to consider him as a perambu
lating Enquire Within Upon Everything. Quite recently he 
cliortlod about obscene literature, and implied that its circu
lation meant national degradation. When he has time, he 
might do worse than read tho Holy Biblo. As a father, in 
another sense than the title of the reverend gentleman 
implies, we must reluctantly admit that the Bible is very 
“ hot ’’ in its treatment of sox-matters. It is quite Oriental 
in its nastiness, and, as wo all know, Eastern vice begins 
whore our own leaves off. We endeavor to keep the novels 
of neurotic and decadent authors out of our little ones’ 
reach ; but “ God’s most Holy Word ” is sufficiently “ warm ” 
to make a bronze statue blush. No novelist would dare to
day to disfigure his pages with detailed and glowing accounts 
of incest, sodomy, rape, onanism, and unnatural vice. He 
would be imprisoned and his books rightly destroyed. Yet 
tho clergy force tho Bible, which contains all this foulness, 
into the hands of every child. We do not behove in bowd- 
lorising any book ; but, if ever there was any occasion for 
such drastic treatment, it cortainly should be directed against 
the Bible. Unfortunately, if all the objectionable passages 
were deleted, “ God’s Holy Word ” would be so reduced in 
bulk as to bo unrecognisable. Instead of braying on indecent 
literature, let the clergy set us an example. Let them cease 
to force into children’s hands a volume which they dare no 
longer read in its completeness to a mixed audience.  ̂Until 
they consent to do this, they must merit the appellation of 
“ chartered libertines."
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S U N D A Y  L E C T U R E  NOTICES, etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., mast reach as by first post on Tuesday 
and be marked “ Lecture Notioe,” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
Outdoor,

B ethnal G reen B ranch N. S. S. : Victoria Park (near the 
Fountain), 3.15, C. Cohen; 6.15, W. J. Ramsey.

Camberwell B ranch N. S. S .: Station-road, 11.30, F. A. 
Davies. Brockwell Park, 3.15 and 6.15, Lectures.

K inqsland B ranch N. S. S. : Ridley-road, 11.30, C. Cohen, 
“ Christianity and Secularism.”

N orth L ondon B ranch N. S. S .: Parliament Hill, 3.30, F. A. 
Davies, “ Was Jesus Always Wise ?”

W est H am B ranch N. S. S .: Outside Maryland Point Station, 
Stratford, 7, W. J. Ramsey, “ Crimes of Christianity.”

W est L ondon B ranch N. 8. 8. : Hyde Park (near Marble Arch), 
11.30, H. B. Samuels, “ Prayers for Rain, and Other Things.” 

W oolwich B ranch N. S. S .: Beresford-square, 11.30, a Lecture. 
COUNTRY.

E dinburgh B ranch N. S. S. (Rationalists’ Club, 12 Hill-square): 
Social meeting, Thursdays, at 8.15.

Outdoor.
B ury : Fair Ground, Tuesday, July 14, at 7.30, J. McLennan, 

a Lecture.
E dinburgh B ranch N. S. S. : The Meadows, 2.30, a Lecture ; 

The Mound, 6.30, a Lecture.
L iverpool B ranch N. 8. 8. : Corner of Shiel-road and Boaler- 

street, Thursday, July 9, at 8, Sidney Wollen, “ The Teachings 
of Christ and its Effect upon Conduct.” Sunday, July 3, at 3, 
“ The Evolution of the Idea of God at 7, “ The Trinity : its 
Origin and Mystery.”

R ochdale : Town Hall Square, Thursday, July 16, at 7.30, J. 
McLennan, a Lecture.

H. S. W ishart’s L ectures.
L eeds : Friday, July 10, Town Hall Square, at 7.30, “ Christ 

a Crystalisation.—I.”
W ig a n : Sunday, July 12, Market Steps, at 11, “ The Chief 

Characteristic of Christ”; 3, “ The fcalvation Army: a Public 
Fraud 7, “ Why Women should not be Christians.” Wednes
day, July 15, at 7.30, “ The Growth of Christ.”

B olton: Monday, July 13, Town Hall Square, at 7.30, “ T he 
Salvation Army Exposed.”

N elson : Tuesday, July 14, Secondary School Ground, Market- 
street, “ The Farce of the New Theology.”

B urnley: Thursday, July 16, at 7.30, “ Why Believe in Christ?”

TRUE MORALITY:
Or, The Theory and Practice of Neo-Malthusianism,

IS, I BELIEVX,

THE BEST BOOK
OR THIS SUBJECT*

Super/in« Large-paper Edition, 176 pagei, with Portrait and A uto
graph, bound in cloth, gilt-lettered, poet free I t .  a copy.

In order that It may have a large oiroulatlon, and to bring it 
within the reaoh of the poor, I have issued

A POPULAR EDITION IN PAPER COVERS.
A oopy of this edition post free for 2d. A dozen copies, for dis

tribution, post free for one shilling.
The National Reformer of September «, 1892, says; * Mr.

Holmes's pamphlet...... is an almost unexceptional statement
of the Neo-Malthusianism theory and praotioe...... and through
out appeals to moral feeling...... The speoial value of Mr
Holmes's service to the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human 
well-being generally is just his combination in bis pamphlet 
of a plain statement of the physical and moral need for family 
limitation, with a plain aooount of the means by whioh it can be 
secared, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the 
lowest possible prices.”

The Counoii of the Malthusian League, Dr. DryBdale, Dr. 
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very high terms. 

Orders should be sent to the author,
J, R. HOLMES, EAST HANNEY, W ANTAGE.
^pWO SECULAR BURIAL SERVICES. By
A Annie Besant and Austin Holyoake. Large type, good 

paper. Price by post l$d., from the N. 8. S. Secretary, 2 New
castle-street, E.C.

SEC O N D H A N D  BOOKS.
». d.

Short History of Freethought, by J. M. Robert
son. 1st edition. In one vol.......................................... 5 6

Progress of the Intellect, by R. W. Mackay.
2 vols................................................................................. 4 0

Mankind: their Origin and Destiny, by M.A.,
Oxon. 780 pp. Scholarly work by author of The Gospel
History. Many plates of Zodiacs, etc.............................6 0

All in good condition. Carriage paid.
W. M., 27 HOPE STREET, LINCOLN.

“ The Churches and
Modern Thought.

ONE OF THE

MOST R E M A R K A B L E  BOOKS
recently published can now be obtained at the

Freethinker office.
Price 3s. 6d. net, by post 4d. extra . 

Cheap Edition Is. net—same postage.

Mr. A. W. B enn, author of The History of English Rational  ̂
in the Nineteenth Century, says:—“ Happening to dip into tbe 11  ̂
page, I found myself insensibly drawn along, and so continu ’ 
devoting to it tbe few half-hours at my disposal for re c re a  i 
reading, without missing a word, until I had reached, with reg 1 
the last page.”

A précis of the contents and a selection oj over 100 Press opinions 
be supplied on receipt of a half-penny stamp to cover postage.

A N E W  (THE T H IR D ) EDITIO N
OF

FROM FICTION TO FACT.
By F. BONTE.

[Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)

REVISED AND ENLARGED. 
SHOULD BE S C A T T E R E D  BROADCAST.

SIX T Y -F O U R  PAG ES.
P R I C E  O N E

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle-street,

P E N N Y .

Farringdon-street, E-E-

THE

MARTYRDOM OF HYPATIA!
OR, THE

DEATH OF THE CLASSICAL WORLD-

An Address delivered at Chicago by
M. M. M A N G A B A N L A ]^

Will be forwarded, post free, for
THREE HALFPENCE.

T he Pioneer P ress. 2 Newoastle-stroet, Farringdon-stree4

PAMPHLETS by C. COHEN.

F oreign  M issions, th e ir  D angers and  
D elu sion s ...

Full of facts and figures.
An O utline o f E vo lu tion ary  E th ics  •••
Principles of ethics, based on the doctrine of Evolution-

E volu tion  and C h ristian ity  ... 
Socialism , A theism , and C h r istia n ity •• 

C h ristian ity  and Socia l E th ics  

P ain  and P rov id en ce ...

9i-

6d•

2d-

id '

id '

id-

The Pioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdo11
.street
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T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y ,
LIMITED)

Company Limited by Guarantee.
Begiitered Office—2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, B.O. 

Chairman of Board of Director»—Mm. G. W. FOOTE, 
Secretary—B, M. VANCE (Miss).

T«is Society was formed tn 1898 to afford ,e8S* .„rooBee? *° ^  WquiBition and application of fonda for Seonlar pnrpos .T h  itr a p p lic a t io n  01 lu u u a  io r  d s u u inz  p u rp o s e s .
Object ™emorandum of Association sets forth that the 8ootety' 
•honlfl L*re :—'U0 promote the prinoiple that human condno. 
lain ii,8 baB0(J upon natural knowledge, and not upon super- 
end » “e8ef> and that human welfare in this world is the proper. v*‘ u4i nuu Human weuare id  tins worm  ib m e proper
To n bought and aotion. To promote freedom of inquiry. 
Diet» m°te un*verBal Seoular Education. To promote the oom- 
l9wj 8eoularisation of the State, eto., eto. And to do all such 
bold*11 *“*n8a 00 are oonduoive to suoh objeots. Also to have, 
or b(! teoe*ve' aud retain any sums of money paid, given, devised, 

Tueathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of 
Tb^P0068 of the Booiety.

ahonlfl liability of members is limited to £1, in oase the Booiety 
liahm« V8r be wound up and the assetB were insufficient to cover 

lties—a most unlikely contingency.
8rnbers pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent 

Th  ̂inscription of five shillings.
Isro 8 8ooiety haB a considerable number of members, but a much 
?sln d nnn,her is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be 
It D!, ,,amon8E|t those who read this announcement. All who join 
i t v 0 Pate in the oontrol of its business and the trusteeship of 
Uon jlOIIroe0, It f0 expressly provided in the Artioles of Assooia- 
the 8 i n° metnhor, as suoh, shall derive any sort of profit from 
an_ OQ‘0ty, either by way of dividend, bonne, or interest, or in 

ThT'n whatever.
Direct °oiety'0 affairs are managed by an eleoted Board of 
twely rs’ consiating of not less than five and not more than 

6 members, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) eaoh year,

but are capable of re-eleotion. An Annual General Meeting of 
members must be held in London, to receive the Report, elect 
new Directors, and transact any other business that may arise.

Being a duly registered body, the Secular Society, Limited, 
can receive donations and bequests with absolute security. 
Those who are in a position to do bo are invited to make 
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society's favor in their 
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension. 
It iB quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The executors 
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary course of 
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in 
connection with any of the wills by whioh the Booiety has 
already been benefited.

The Society's solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battcock 23 
Rood-lane, Fenoburoh-street, London, E.C.

A form o/ Bejue»t.—The following iD a sufficient form of 
bequest for Insertion in the wille of testators :—“ I give and
" bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited, the sum of £-----
“ free from Legacy Duty, and I direct that a receipt signed by 
" two members of the Board of the said Sooiety and the Secretary 
“ thereof shall be a good discharge to my Executors for the 
“ said Legacy.”

Friends of the Sooiety who have remembered it In their willB, 
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary of 
the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will 
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential. This is not necessary, 
but it is advisable, bb wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, and 
their oontents have to be established by competent testimony.

Under the Ban of the London County Council.
T H E  P O P U L A R  E D I T I O N

(Revised and Enlarged)

“BIBLE ROMANCES”
BY

G. W. F O O T E
With a Portrait of the Author

well known as a man ofôepti* ”̂? *̂'? "«•W P«’ «ays:—“ Mr. G W. Footo, chairman of the Secular Society, is i 
ShlargoT111 H*8 Bible Romance» have had a largo salo in tho original edition. A popular, rovised, and
street I °d‘̂ on' a* the prico of 6d., has now been published by the Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon- 
of tnn;i„ r don’. for tho Secular Society. Thus, within tho reach of almost overyono, the ripest thought of the loaders

°dorn opinion are boing placod from day to day.”

144 Large D ouble-C olum n P ages, Oood P rin t, Good Paper
S I X P E N C E  — N E T

(Post Free, 8d)

THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE BTREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.O.

Th e  NEW TESTAMENT MANUSCRIPTS:
OR,

Christianity Completely Undermined.
W I T H  F A C - S I M I L E S  O F  M S S .
i ______________________ _________ ____________

B y  J O S E P H  S Y M E S .

A New Edition. Price TH R EE PENCE.
Post free, THREE PENCE HALFPENNY.

piONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.
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WORKS BY G. W. FOOTE.
ATHEISM AND MORALITY 2d., post Jd.
BIBLE HANDBOOK FOR FREETHINKERS AND IN

QUIRING CHRISTIANS. A new edition, revised and 
handsomely printed. Cheap edition, paper cover, Is. 6d. ; 
cloth 2s. 6d., post 2Jd.

BIBLE ROMANCES. Popular edition, with Portrait, paper 
6d., post 2Jd. Superior edition (160 pages), cloth 2s., 
post 2Jd.

CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS. Second and cheaper 
edition. Recommended by Mr. Robert Blatchford in God 
and My Neighbor. Id., post Jd.

CHRISTIANITY AND SECULARISM. Four Nights' Public 
Debate with the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Paper, Is. ; 
cloth Is. 6d., post 2d.

CRIMES OF CHRISTIANITY. Hundreds of references are 
given to standard authorities. No pains have been spared to 
make the work a complete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable 
Indictment of Christianity. The Tree is judged by its 
Fruit. Cloth (214 pp.), 2s. 6d., post 3d.

COMIC SERMONS AND OTHER FANTASIA8. 8d., post Id.
DARWIN ON GOD. Containing all the passages in the works 

of Darwin bearing on the subject of religion. 6d., post Id.
DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH. Three hours’ Address to the 

Jury before Lord Coleridge. With Special Preface and 
many Footnotes. 4d., post Id.

DROPPING THE DEVIL: and Other Free Church Per
formances. 2d., post Jd.

R OF FREETHOUGHT. First Series, cloth, 2s. 6d., 
post 8d. Second Series, cloth 2s. 6d., post 3d.

GOD SAVE THE KING. An English Republican’s Coronation 
Notes. 2d., post Jd.

HALL OF SCIENCE LIBEL CASE, with Full and True 
Account of the “ Leeds Orgies.” 3d., post Id.

INFIDEL DEATH-BEDS. Second edition, much enlarged. 
8d., post la. Superfine paper in cloth, Is. 3d., post ljd.

INTERVIEW WITH THE DEVIL. 2d., post Jd.
IS SOCIALISM SOUND? Four Nights’ Publio Debate with 

Annie Besant. Is., post ljd . ; cloth, 2s., post 2Jd.
INGERSOLLISM DEFENDED AGAINST ARCHDEACON 

FARRAR. 2d., post Jd.
JOHN MORLEY AS A FREETHINKER. 2d., post Jd.
LETTERS TO THE CLERGY. (128 pp.). Is., post 2d.
LETTERS TO JESUS CHRIST. 4d., post Jd.
LIE IN FIVE CHAPTERS; or, Hugh Prioe Hughes' Con

verted Atheist. Id., post Jd.
MRS. BESANT’S THEOSOPHY. A Candid Criticism. 

2d., post Jd.

MY RESURRECTION. A Missing Chapter from the Goepel 
of Matthew. 2d., post Jd.

PECULIAR PEOPLE. An Open Letter to Mr. Justice Wills 
Id., post Jd.

PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM. 3d., post Jd.
REMINISCENCES OF CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 

post Id.
ROME OR ATHEISM ? The Great Alternative. 3d., post Id-
ROYAL PAUPERS. Showing what Royalty does for the 

People and what the People do for Royalty. 2d., post Ja*
SALVATION SYRUP; or, Light on Darkest England. A 

Reply to General Booth. 2d., post Jd.
SECULARISM AND THEOSOPHY. A Rejoinder to Mrs- 

Besant. 2d., post Jd.
THE BOOK OF GOD, in the Light of the Higher Criticism. 

With Special Reference to Dean Farrar’s Apology. Paper* 
Is .; cloth, 2s., post 2d.

THE GRAND OLD BOOK. A Reply to the Grand Old Man. 
An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone 
Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture. I s . ; bound in clot . 
xs. 6d., post ljd.

THE BIBLE GOD. 2d., post Jd.
THE ATHEIST SHOEMAKER and the Rev. Hugh Price 

Hughes. Id., post Jd.
THE IMPOSSIBLE CREED. An Open Letter to Bishop 

Magee on the Sermon on the Mount. 2d., post Jd.
THE SIGN OF THE CROSS. A Candid Criticism of Mr. 

Wilson Barret’s Play. 6d., post ljd.
THE DYING ATHEIST. A Story. Id., post Jd.
THEISM OR ATHEISM? Publio Debate between G. 

Foote and the Rev. W. T. Lee. Verbatim Report, revis- 
by both Disputants. Well printed and neatly boon 
Is., post ljd.

THE NEW CAGLiOSTRO. An Open Letter to Madam* 
Blavatsky. 2d., post Jd.

THE JEWISH LIFE OF CHRIST. Being the Sepher Totiot* 
Jethu, or Book of the Generation of Jesus. Edited, with 
Historical Preface and Voluminous Notes, by G. W. 1° 
and J. M. Wheeler. 6d., post Id.

THE PASSING OF JESUS. The Last A d v e n tu r e s  of 
First Messiah. 2d., post Jd.

WAS JESUS INSANE ? A Searching Inquiry into the Menta 
Condition of the Prophet of Nazareth. Id., post Jd.

WHAT IS AGNOSTICISM? With Observations on HuM0U 
Bradlaugh, and Ingersoll, and a Reply to George - 
Holyoake ; also a Defence of Atheism. 3d., post Jd.

WHO WAS THE FATHER OF JESUS? 2d., post Jd.
WILL CHRIST 8AVE US? 6d.. post Id.

WORKS BY COLONEL INGERSOLL.
A CHRISTIAN CATECHISM. One of the most useful and 

brilliant of Colonel Ingersoll’s pamphlets. 6d., post Id.
ART AND MORALITY. 2d., post Jd.
A WOODEN GOD. Id., post Jd.
CREEDS AND SPIRITUALITY. Id., post Jd.
CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 3d., post Jd 
DEFENCE OF FREETHOUGHT. Five Hours’ Address to 

the Jury at the Trial for Blasphemy of C. B. Reynolds. 4d., 
post Jd.

DO I BLASPHEME ? 2d., post Jd.
ERNEST RENAN. 2d., post Jd.
FAITH AND FACT. Reply to Rev. Dr. Field. 2d., post Jd. 
GOD AND THE STATE. 2d., post Jd.
HOUSE OF DEATH. Being Funeral Orations and Addresses 

on various occasions. Is., post 2d.
INGERSOLL’S ADVICE TO PARENTS. Keep Children out 

of Church and Sunday-school. Id.
LAST WORDS ON SUICIDE. 2d., post Jd.
LECTURES. Popular Edition. Paper covers, 6d., post Id. 
LIVE TOPICS. Id., post Jd.
MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE. An Agnostic’s View. 2d. 

post Jd.
MYTH AND MIRACLE. Id., post Jd.
ORATION ON LINCOLN. 3d., post Jd.
ORATION ON THE GODS. 6d., post Id.
ORATION ON VOLTAIRE. 3d., post Jd,
ORATION ON WALT WHITMAN. 3d., post Id.
REAL BLASPHEMY. Id., post Jd.

3d--
REPLY TO GLADSTONE. With a Biography by the 

J. M. Wheeler. 4d., post Id.
ROME OR REASON ? A Reply to Cardinal Manning, 

post Id.
SHAKESPEARE. 6d., post Id.
SKULLS. 2d., post Jd.
SOCIAL SALVATION. 2d., post Jd. eU
SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES. 136 pp.. on superfine

cloth 2s. 6d., post 3d. ; paper Is., post ljd. Only c"jn*fcjng 
edition in England. Accurate as Colenso and as ia 
as a novel. Abridged Edition, 16 pp. Id., post Jd.

SUPERSTITION. 6d., post Id.
TAKE A ROAD OF YOUR OWN. Id., post Jd.
THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 3d., post Jd.
THE COMING CIVILISATION. 3d., post Jd.
THE DEVIL. 6d., post Id.
THE DYING CREED. 2d., post Jd.
THE GHOSTS. Superior Edition, 3d., post Jd
THE HOLY BIBLE. 6d., post Id.
THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH. 2d., post Jd.
THE LIMITS OF TOLERATION. A Discussion with

Le1
Hon. F. D. Coudert and Gov. S. L. Woodford. 2d..P 

THE THREE PHILANTHROPISTS. 2d., post ljd 
WHAT IS RELIGION? Colonel Ingersoll’s Last 

2d., post Jd. ,
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 2d., post 5 
WHY AM I AN AGNOSTIC? 2d., post Jd

the 
ost i

■ture-
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