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A great lie is as easily told as a little one.
— T homas Pa in e .

Ora Pro Nobis.

fine, sonorous phrase has a charm of its own
to Persons whose ears are not simply appendages. 

6 Catholic Church does well, from its own point 
Vl0w, to make so much use of the nohle Latin 
gaage, which has all the dignity and impressive-

of
Ian  ̂ , ------------------- ------ ---- 0---- j ------  x.
^ 88 of the march of Roman legions or the ring of 

Oian swords on barbarian helmets. Prayer is 
y0r, of course, under any circumstances, and its

Preci;
todi

80 expression cannot alter its scientific inepti- 
e; But, as Matthew Arnold insisted, a religious 

di; * ce couched in the language of Eliza Cook is a 
^  0rent thing from a religious service couohed in 

*ar>guage of M ilton; and, in the same way, 
0re is a vast difference between a grand form of

its in which verbal art has exhausted 
rosources, and the impudent egotism, with its 

p S0n-winded utterance, that is so common in 
^°testant impromptu addresses to the Throne of

j 1* is not likely that I shall ever turn Christian, 
j., 0 n°t say it is impossible, for no one can be sure 
i a will never be overtaken by calamity. Softon- 
p'5 of the brain, for instance, might do anything. 
] 0ver I did turn Christian I know what Church 
^  °uld belong to. I always prefer the real thing, 
of iv,6 *8 onG rea* Christianity— the Christianity 
tia • CouncilB, of the groat tradition— the Chris­
t y  ^  ° * history ; nn<̂  i'bero is but one real Chris- 

11 Church— the Catholic Church with its centre at 
for p°' r̂om Borne it can never bo divorced; 
Cath ° ^ e 8r0atest name in the world, and the
hein Church inherits all its glamor; the‘ truth 
i8 & m Hobbes’s great simile, that this Church 
tin ° Shost of the dead Roman Empire, sit- 

Y hroned and crowned on the grave thereof.
when I turn Christian I Bhall bo a Catholic, 
hile— if I may express myself in terms of 

&t0Rfi ° « t  what is so unlikely to happen— I am a 
0Q ^ lQher, an Atheist, with no gods and no devils, 
Ojgjj av0n and no hell, no sacred books and no holy 
^obj while I dote on the sound of “ Ora Pro
as ^  ln comparison with “ Pray For Us,” I laugh 
v»0r̂ 8 j 0,8 ever I did at the foolish notion that 
Cat, cha^ 111 ° Ur ^ 8’ or doings we Pray to,
uit0 „ natural course of things in the infi-
tpbin everla8ting universe. Whon water runs 

tijQ6*06?*' *n finding its level; when feathers lie 
ground and stones fly in the air; when

00̂
rth° °0lne into the world except by the gate of 

Mist,' ou  ̂ ° i  B ex0ept by the gate of death ;
dispense with fathers and corpses walk

about after being laid in their tombs; when food falls 
from heaven into hungry mouths; when bread and 
fish multiply, so that enough for two satisfies five 
thousand, and water turns into wine; when I see 
these things happening I shall believe in the efficacy 
of prayer. But until then I shall cry “ Splendid 1” 
to the words “ Ora Pro Nobis,” but with respect to 
the meaning of the words I shall cry “ Rot 1”

The Catholic Church, which has its practical side 
as well as its spiritual side, has carried the business 
of prayer to the height of perfection. What is the 
doctrine of purgatory itself but a huge device for 
selling priestly prayers for laymen’s cash ? Prayers 
are a marketable commodity— and are suited to all 
tastes and requirements. Prayers are even mut­
tered over inanimate objects, which are thus 
“ blessed ” and then sold for money. When the 
pious Pigott, the forger of the Parnell letters, 
escaped from England to Spain, and committed 
snioido there rather than face further contingencies, 
he wore under his shirt a scapular— a bit of priest- 
blessed flannel (or other stuff), hanging down from 
the neck before and behind. This was supposed to 
guard the wearer from all harm. We have heard of 
Catholic soldiers fancying it would stop bullets! 
There is more sense in the Protestant idea of bullets 
being stopped by the Bible— which is a good protec­
tion if it happens to bo right in the way; though we 
believe a pack of cards would serve the same useful 
purpose.

A more innocent and pitiablo being than Pigott 
may be instanced in this connection. Poor little 
Marie Ellen Bailos, the six-year-old victim of one of 
God’s madmen, whose mangled remains were left by 
her murderer at that Elephant and Castlo lavatory, 
was dressod in tho way described in the newspapers 
whon she left homo. One part of the description is 
very noteworthy. “ Round her neok,” it is said, 
“ she was wearing a small Roman Catholic medal, 
with an imago of the Virgin Mary upon it, attached 
by a blue silk ribbon.” No doubt it was intended 
to bo a protection. It was a silent appeal to the 
Holy Mothor. Ora Pro Nobis! Mother of God, pray 
for us now, and in the hour of death ! But there is 
no God’s Mother— and who knows if there*, is any 
God ? Certainly the Virgin Mary medal did not pro­
tect that dear child from a fiendish assault. Pro­
bably it rose and fell with her anguished breath, and 
was covered with the hot blood that gushed from her 
gaping throat.

What an answer to prayer! What a proof of 
Providence! What an evidence of the the benevo­
lent intervention in human affairs of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary! What a striking advertisemennt of 
the efficacy of those wonderful medals! The trade 
in them ought to go forward now with leaps and 
bounds.

The Virgin Mary did not help that poor child. 
She might as well have been the child of an Atheist
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for all the aid she received. But I do not suppose 
for a moment that this will upset the faith of her 
Catholic parents. I daresay they will go on praying 
to the Mother of God, and will buy other medals for 
the rest of their family. Reason slays superstition 
in the long run, hut not in a minute, nor a day, nor 
a year, nor a century. The servants of reason must 
have the courage to fight her battles; they must 
also have the patience to wait for her victory.

Thinking people recognise that prayer is a super­
stition which modern times inherit from the ages of 
dense ignorance and limitless credulity. The answers 
to prayer are hallucinations. In all such matters, as 
Bacon noted, we count the hits and forget the 
misses. A thousand failures go for nothing: one 
success supports faith for a lifetime. When the old 
Greek sceptic was shown the votive offerings in the 
temple of Neptune, left oy those who had cried to 
the god in storms and had been saved, he slyly 
inquired after the records of those who were 
drowned. But he was a thinker. Superstitionists 
are satisfied if one is saved, even if a hundred perish. 
One testifies to the hand of God. Just in the same 
way will a quack doctor’s failures be buried out of 
sight in cemeteries, while his few accidental suc­
cesses will figure in blazing advertisements for a 
whole generation.

This doctrine of prayer lies at the bottom of all 
religious worship. Man was always a mercenary 
sort of animal, and he flattered and worried the 
gods for what he could get out of them. On that 
fallacy and that selfishness all the priestcraft in the 
world was founded. There is help to be got from 
heaven, man wants it, and the priests obtain it for 
him. A simple idea ! But not at all a simple game. 
It has been worth thousands of millions to the 
mystery-men. It is worth some twenty millions a 
year to them even now in this single country of 
England. No wonder they fight tooth and nail for 
their profession. Yet in their heart of hearts they
know it is doomed. _

G. W . F o o t e .

Science and the Church Congress— III.*

[Concluded from p. 340.)
AS is only to bo anticipated by those who are already 
acquainted with the writings of Mr. F. C. S. Schiller, 
this author’s paper on “ Science and Religion ” moves 
on different lines to that followed in the two papers 
already criticised. There is much greater caution 
displayed, while the generalisations take a wider and 
more philosophic survey. Mr. Schiller’s main point 
seems to be that religion is a “ psychological reality," 
and is now recognised as such by science. The dis­
covery of religion by science is, ho says, one of the 
great discoveries of the nineteenth century. It is to 
be studied with all “ reverence,” and has “ become a 
source of natural knowledge, from which it is pos­
sible to learn new facts about the nature of the 
universe.” Moreover, this “ implies the deepest and 
most thorough reconciliation of Science and Religion 
which it is possible to conceive."

That Religion has only recently been discovered by 
Science js  true in a sense, but I do not think this is 
the sense which Mr. Schiller intends. That there 
has only been a scientific study of religion in recent 
years is true ; but this is largely because it is only 
within recent years that such a study would have 
been allowed to exist. For many generations science 
itself only existed on sufferance; and even when its 
existence was recognised religious opposition was 
still able to keep scientific workers from dealing with

• A correspondent has called nay attention to the fact that in 
representing, in the first article of this series, Mr. Tennant as saying 
“  Science has made it harder for us to look upon the world as the 
work of God," I have reversed that gentleman’s statement. On 
re-reading the passage, I find that my critic is correct, and that I 
had overlooked a small, hut in this instance, an important word. 
I make this correction at the first opportunity, and regret the 
occurrence of the error. Readers will note that the sentence was 
in the nature of an aside, and that the argument is quite un­
affected by the correction.

not
with

fooo-

so-called sacred subjects. Under such conditions 
science was naturally concerned in making secure 
its foothold, and so confined itself to the less dan­
gerous branches which, whatever might be their 
inferential bearings on religious beliefs, did 
directly concern them. But with ideas as 
nations, it is much easier to set out on a career ° 
conquest than it is to limit acquisitions. The realni 
over which science claimed and exercised contro 
steadily widened, until not only physical nature, bn 
human nature in all its mental and moral aspects) 
came under its “ sphere of influence.” With expan­
sion came strength; and having made good its tit 0 
and secured its position, science not only pursued its 
career careless of religion, but began to sub]eo 
religious beliefs to the same methodical scrutiny tha 
had shown itself so fruitful in other directions.

Not that the discovery of religion by science is a8 
recent as Mr. Schiller seems to think. It would b 
easy to compile a fairly lengthy list of works, fr°® 
Lord Herbert of Cherbury onward, which won 
prove beyond question that the collection and com 
parison of religious beliefs has been going on fo*' ® 
least two centuries and a half. The writings of tb 
Deists in the eighteenth century contain numberl08 
references to religious beliefs in all parts of ® 
world, with reflections and observations on tbei 
probable connection. What has been added to tb01 
writings, and so completed the survey, has been 4 
religious beliefs and customs of savages in all par 
of the world, which have in turn provided the 
dations upon which the epoch-making generalisi 
of Tylor, Spencer, and Frazer have been built.

In this sense it is true that science recog 
religion as a “ psychological reality,” and also 
much may be learned from its rational study, 
it is not true that what is learned either adds to ® 
value of religion, as religion, or that it leads to 
reconciliation. The reality of religion as a K>0 
historic phenomenon has never been seriously 
tioned, nor is it easily conceivable that it ooold .g 
The real and only question at issue is whether *
“ psychological reality ” corresponds to any ol)l 
tive reality in the sense that our other beliefs o 
respond to objective facts ? Mr. Schiller hi®8 
says that “ Any theory which works must evoke s° ^  
response from the objective nature of things- \ 
there were no ‘ God’— i.e., nothing that could fl , oj0 
any satisfaction, any religious emotion— the w 
religious attitude would bo futile.” With this 
readily agrees; only it is a test that religion 18 
able to stand.

To commence with, there is no doubt *;o- 
that religion began in the firm belief that “ .̂ .j, 
existed an objective reality corresponding 0 
the conception men had of God. Nor is .¡0f 
much doubt as to the manner in which this gf 
was generated. The anthropomorphic charact ,g 
all the gods is enough to prove that Matthew A «1 ^ 0 
phrase, “ a magnified non-natural man,” oover8 âre, 
case well enough. Man reads himself into nn' t, 
and thus gives birth to religion; and all develop1 ^ s  
far from endorsing the primitive hypothesis^jy

’  5 — ---------modifying this -g
like Mr. Sohillf1̂  ^0

-jrinJi'
name of God can be properly applied, cd

tb»4
B»4

be-

resulted in so continuously modifying this 
le case of ono like Mr. Schillf 

difficult to discover what thero is left to wbio 
name of God can be properly applied. The ^  
tive theory of things is now so completely gad
that in a civilisod country it is impossible ^¡s  
anyone that gives it credonco. Yet it is 
foundation, and no other, that all religions nl 1 ^ ¡ s  
rest, and with that discredited the intellecta^j^or? 
disappears. To put the position baldly, If ^ f  g cas0' 
of the human mind had been other than is 4 ^  fcb0 
if uncultured humanity had not given hirfc 0 
conception of intelligent forces governing so0b .! 
human destiny, is thero any probability 0g of IlJ 
conception would have developed in a cultor tbe 
a scientific epoch ? There does not seem 0 „ tb0
slightest probability that such would have ^  g0c 
case. The general hostility of scientific ia?o d e ^ n 
a conception is too generally admitted 
detailed proof.
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Of course, more cultured ages have continued to 
sheve in deity ; this is admitted, but it is a pheno­

menon that admits of easy explanation. The weak­
ness of primitive man in the presence of natural 
orces that he could neither control nor understand, 
ne power ascribed to these extra-human intelligences, 

and the degree to which their influence was associ- 
ated with the smallest details of life, would be alone 
snough to make release from these supposed rules a 
s ow process. But when we add to this the fact 
hat conclusions based on verifiable knowledge ne- 

Ces8arily mature much more slowly than those that 
are the outcome of unreasoning fear, and that by the 
.'Ole ^ is  knowledge has been gained, the earlier 
miefs have twined themselves round human emo- 
10118 and become closely associated with numberless 

customs and institutions, we are brought to realise 
hat it is not a contest of two sets of ideas only, but
0 atruggle of a truth that has yet to become 

^ablished against innumerable vested interests,
nancial, moral, and mental. The great thing is, 

.hat cultured ages have not added to the belief in 
eity. Their work has been to modify it, until for a 
arge and growing number, it has ceased altogether 

l° exist.
Mr. Schiller has, in the course of his paper, a 

umber of obiter dicta, one or two of which call for 
. °e. “ The religious attitude,’’ he says, “ is not 

^ a r ily  intended to augment our practical control 
things.” The only reason we can see for such an 

servation is the desire to relieve religion from the 
arge of being practically valueless. Certainly it is

1 removed from facts. There is no indication 
atever that religion developed because people

0re concerned in their own spiritual growth or 
0re animated by a desire for knowledge. The gods 
re there and had to be reckoned with, and religious 
8ervances have really no other justification in the 

yes of primitive believers except that they put them 
n good terms with the powers that he, and to that 

ent give them an influence over things. Moreover, 
® close connection of religion and magic points to 

e 8atne conclusion. Here there is an obvious 
ueavor to gain a practical control over things. In 

fe6 Case of prayer there is, again, evident the same 
^  tore. People pray that their prayers may influence 
Un°vC0ar8e °f events, and although many believers, 
asa-u ^ 8 ^  longer against rationalising influences, 
Wn u 6 k° Prayer a subjective value only, the religious 
th e88ness of such a position is seen in the fact 
to i0,8 People have lost faith in the power of petition 
alrti Cr cotir8e events, so they have, to an 

ost corresponding extent, given up the practice 
Prayer.

at>d r  ®ck'H°r also tells us that the unity of space 
W  r 30’ indestructability of matter, with other 
a8 .!n88 °f science, aro as much postulates of faith 
be, ellgi°U8 doctrines, and are all “ envisaged by faith 
Opj they are proved by experience.” Such an 
bej. l0n fails to take note of any important differences 
Op °en fk0 “ faith ” inculcated by religion and that 
" , which scientific generalisations rests. The 

to which religion appeals is demonstrably 
uaj. nPon a totally mistaken conception of the 

ro °f cosmical forces; the “ faith” which science 
0ato Ua.^° have in, for example, the uniformity of 
aQd fe’ 18 based upon human experience in all times 
io8t n° er all conditions, without a single contrary 
c0monce- Rightly conceived scientific postulates 
deDy Q0ar bo being laws of thought which we cannot 
*'hink'Wlt,k°Uk at the same time giving up Banity of 
app ln8 as hopeless. The “ faith ” to which religion 
tbe 8 °an be dispensed with without anyone being 
gen6r. i0rBe. f ° r its absence. Moreover, scientific 
expGrj Nations are not “ proved ” by experience, 
Pm0f 0nco verifies them. The difference between 
for â  verification is, in this case, important, 
ip ¡j-8 oolps to bring out the truth that ‘science, 
fisioR £reat generalisations, is merely systema- 
Wilii« an experience of life, and is thus able and 
the f at any time to appeal from the idea to
^0Porn 1 • as evidence of the accuracy of its aiisation8>

T faith ’
based

Mr. Schiller argues, as a Pragmatist, that “ it is 
enough to act as if religion were true to obtain its 
spiritual benefits,” although he points out that we 
must believe a theory to be true if it is to work. 
This may easily be true, and to an outsider it looks 
much like “ throwing up the sponge.” No doubt all 
the benefits religion can give may he obtained by 
believing religion to be able to confer them. But 
this only makes religion a “ psychological reality ” 
in the sense that a delusion is a reality. By this 
method, religion is cut adrift from the world of 
of objective fact, and its advocates are driven to say, 
in substance, if not in words, “ We cannot prove the 
truth of religion; we cannot prove to you that a God 
exists; hut nevertheless, if you continue to act as 
though you possessed the proof, you will get from 
the conviction all the comfort it is possible to 
obtain.” This, I repeat, may contain a truth ; hut it 
reduces religion to a mental delusion, and while the 
world may be ruled, generation after generation, by 
a delusion, it is hard to believe that people will long 
continue to consciously submit to its influence.

C. Cohen.

Wisdom, Science, and Religion.
------♦------

In the old Testament, including the Apocrypha, there 
are four distinct species of literature ; namely, the 
Prophetic Literature, which is the oldest; the Law 
Literature, which concerns itself chiefly with ritual; 
the Liturgical Literature, such as is embodied in 
most of the Psalms, which gives expression to 
religious emotion ; and the Wisdom Literature, 
which contains reflections on moral and religious 
questions. The Wisdom Literature is to be 
found in Job, some fourteen Psalms, Ecclesiastes, 
EcclesiaBticus, and the Wisdom of Solomon. Now, 
“ wisdom ” is a word that frequently occurs in the 
Old Testament. In the Pentateuch, the Prophets, 
and the Historical Books it has four meanings, 
namely, magical skill, artistic genius, sagacity in 
practical affairs, and ethical discernment. At one 
time, there was a class of wise men, whose wisdom 
lay in acquaintance with the affairs of the State and 
of social life. To these wise men the Prophets 
generally showed strong hostility, denouncing them 
in most vehement and scathing terms. Solomon’s 
traditional wisdom was mainly administrative, though 
later legend represents it as giving and answering 
riddles.

Such are the senses in which the word “ wisdom ” 
is employed in what is usually called the Old Testa­
ment. Down to the sixth century B C. the Israelites 
had but few religious dogmas. Such had been their 
national isolation that they had no knowledge what­
ever of great religious doctrines which were wide­
spread in the outside world. But after the sixth 
century they never enjoyed absolute independence ; 
and, in consequence, they were dispersed in all direc­
tions and, naturally, Palestine was invaded by all 
sorts of now ideas. The period between the sixth 
century and the beginning of the Christian era was 
characterised by wonderful modifications and trans­
formations, political, ethical, and religious. Contact 
with Babylonians, Persians, Egyptians, and Greeks 
furnished the Jews with fresh outlooks on life, and 
led them to borrow and adapt to their own use litur­
gical forms and strange theological speculations for 
which those heathen nations were famous. From 
the Greeks they received an impetus towards philo­
sophy, an interest in speculative problems, the habit 
of looking at life critically, or reflectively, which gave 
rise to the Wisdom Literature, which finds its culmi­
nation in the Apocryphal book entitled the Wisdom 
o f Solomon.

Now, what are we to understand by wisdom as 
employed in the Biblical Wisdom Literature ? Some­
times it seems to be identified with the Spirit of 
God, and at other times with the Logos or Word. 
But it is always represented as Divine, both in 
nature and origin. It is the gift of God to man, and 
by means of it man gets to know all things. In the
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Wisdom of Solomon, this Divine wisdom is personified, 
and we are told what part she plays in human life, 
what moral demands she makes, what rewards she 
offers, and what her nature and power are. For a 
highly poetical description of her read ch. vii. vs. 
25-27. The other Sunday afternoon, at St. Paul’s, 
the Rev. Canon Scott-Holland chose that passage as 
the text of an eloquent sermon on “ Life under Law.” 
As a rhetorical performance the sermon is exceedingly 
fine, but as an exposition of its text, a total failure. 
The Canon maintains that the Jew was not interested 
in metaphysics at all, like the Greeks, but solely in 
the world that lay about his feet, in the attempt to 
“ get to the bottom of the things he saw and felt.” 
But to any unprejudiced reader of the reverend gen­
tleman’s text, and of the whole chapter in which 
it occurs, nothing is more apparent than that the 
knowledge of the world spoken of therein is the 
direct gift of the wisdom of God. And yet this is 
how the Canon puts i t : “ Is it not rather surprising 
to us to find that for the Jew the knowledge of which 
he uses this exalted language is not metaphysic, but 
physical science ?” If that were so, it would be the 
most surprising thing ever heard of. But it is not so. 
The writer of this book is steeped to the eyes in 
metaphysics, while of physical science he is as 
ignorant as the babe unborn. He is a philosopher 
and a poet, but in no intelligible sense a scientist. 
The following passage is truly beautiful:—
“  For in his hand [God’s] are both we and our words ;

All understanding, and all acquaintance with divers crafts.
For himself gave mo an unerring knowledge of the things that 

are,
To know the constitution of the world, and the operation of 

the elements ;
The beginning and end and middle of times,
The alternations of the solstices and the changes of seasons, 
The circuits of years and the position of stars ;
The natures of living creatures, and the raging of wild beasts ; 
The violences of winds and the thoughts of men,
The diversities of plants and the virtues of roots :
All things that are either secret or manifest I learned,
For she that is the artificer of all things taught me, even wisdom."

In the original that is charming poetry ; but it is not 
science. The writer did not acquire an “ unerring 
knowledge of the things that are,” did not “ know 
the constitution of the world,” and his theory of the 
heavens was entirely erroneous. Many of Canon 
Scott-Holland’s statements are doubtless scientific­
ally true; but it is not fair to interpret ancient 
poetry in terms of modern knowledge. For the Jew 
of the period under consideration, the world had 
heen created by a supernatural being, and was 
governed in all its parts by supernatural law. To 
him natural law was utterly unknown.

Furthermore, the Canon assures us that “  the 
more the Jew came to himself, the more he purged 
himself of the heathen delight in what was mythical 
and marvellous. As his Scripture grew, it shook off 
all this glamorous coil of fable. It left it behind.” 
Did it ? And yet in the second half of this Wisdom 
of Solomon, we read of nothing but signs and 
wonders, miraculous interferences on behalf of the 
chosen people, and for the punishment of their 
enemies, and the striking contrast between God’s 
dealings with the Israelites and his treatment of 
the Egyptians. He showered favors innumerable 
upon the seed of Abraham, and wreaked his ven­
geance on all who stood in their way.

The truth is that the Jewish theory of the Uni­
verse, though religious, was wholly unscientific. 
The Jew recognised no law other than the will of a 
personal God. And his conception of the nature of 
morality was equally erroneous. He regarded the 
moral law as a supernatural reality, specially re­
vealed to man by the Deity. If he obeyed it, it was 
because he feared the Lord ; if he violated it, it was 
because he forgot his Maker. Does Canon Scott- 
Holland believe that without religion there can be 
no morality ? Is that the teaohing of any well- 
accredited science ?

The Canon believes in two worlds; and speaking 
of the Wisdom Literature Jews, he says :—

“  Two worlds were theirs— working in perfect, harmo­
nious concord— the world of science and the world of re­

ligion— the world of nature in which each law had its 
divine seal of approval— ‘ It could never bo broken 
and the world of the soul with the Divine Authority 
committed to a law of life, which could be broken, but 
at man’s peril.”

The truth, however, is that the Biblical Jews’ world 
of science exists only in the reverend gentleman s 
own imagination. To him, the world o f religion was 
all in all. This earth was the centre o f the universe, 
and he the most important person on it. The world 
was made expressly to serve him, and he was created 
to minister to Jehovah. That was the whole of his 
philosophy— a philosophy resting on a purely meta­
physical background.

We are living in a scientific age, not an age of 
Divine wisdom, but of human knowledge— an age i° 
which the world is regarded, not as a machine run 
by an Almighty Mechanician, but as the produot of 
the necessary working of laws inherent in itself- 
And this world of science, the Canon admits, is not 
in anything like harmony with the world of re' 
ligion :—

“  In our case, alas, not only have the two world9 
fallen into strange strife with one another, but even 
their own separate witnesses have been in trouble- 
Science does not now present us altogether with a 
spectacle of wisdom sweetly ordering all things; it b®9 
shown us traces of a nature ‘ rod in tooth and claw, 
shrieking ruin—of a rough hugger-mugger of war."

W e  will follow the reverend gentleman no further- 
That frank admission is enough, for it embodies 
a most unshakeable truth. The science of to-day 
shows us a world which is not sweetly ordered by 
infinite wisdom— a world which flatly contradicts 
the teachings of religion. This world is real; not a 
dream of poets or a figment of the schools, but 8 
stubborn faot of history. Science has boldly a°' 
rolled it before the eyes of all men, and the story ^ 
read in it annihilates all supernatural makers an 
rulers of it. It is not worthy of such beings; an 
such beings, if they exist, are not worthy of 1 
homage. This is the discovery that is emptying tn 
Churches and robbing the parsons of all their ancio^ 
influence and power. This is the revelation that1 
calculated to bring man into tho Kingdom that bâ  
been so long awaiting him. Religion treats him as 
stranger in his own homo, as an alien in his ow 
domain. But science is teaching him how toaccom 
modate himsolf to his situation, how to settle d °^o 
in his habitation, and how, in some measure, 
adjust the dwelling-place to the varied requirem°D̂  
of his life. You say that soience is on tho side 
Theism ; but recent experience is making it clear 
us that Theism is in tho way of science, and JJ® 
disappear. That is why religion is dying out *  ,g_ 
is the explanation of tho present arrest of Cbr 
tianity, which tho clorgy so deeply deplore, but a 
so powerless to prevent. It is nature havinfi J1 
revenge for the gross injustice done to her 
past. j  DLOYD‘

Notes on Tour.—II.

(Continued from p. 341.) ĝ
As I had a good look at Kandy the last time I g 
in Ceylon I did not visit that interesting spot on 
occasion, but spent the day in and around Col° .9- 
Kandy, the ancient capital, is rich in historic ass° ^  
tions, and the views from the train in the joarnoy j, 
the mountain-pass called Kaduganawa are alone 
going a long way to see. The Buddhist and eBb 
Temples, and the DaladaMaligawa, are full of 
to the student of ancient religions and supersti t ^  
Dalada Maligawa means “ Shrine of the Tooth, 0f 
is so named from its supposed possession of 
Buddha’s teeth. Here an annual festival 19 r;ce- 
and with much solemnity and ceremony the vv0ly 
less dental adjunct— really a piece of colored 
about the size of a man’s forefinger— i9 b tb0 
forth. The temples at Mount Lavinia 
Cinnamon Gardens, and at other places in Co
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are much less pretentious than those at Kandy. In 
one we were shown an immense, but by no means 
artistic, painting of Buddha, while in a tent some 
little distance from the temple one could purchase 
ah kinds of relics and mementoes— containing 
sublime moral precepts, pieces of silk, scraps of 

divine wisdom ” written in Sanscrit on sacred 
eaves, and other antique treasures manufactured 
last year at Birmingham. The prices, too, were not 
prohibitive—in fact, if the original demands of the 
vendors seemed excessive, it always became a case of 

no reasonable offer refused.” There is a factitious 
a'f of mystery and solemnity about these temples 
which is all part of the game. Well do the priests 
and supporters of religion in all countries know the 
^alue of the misty, the vague, the incomprehensible, 
they may call it the Absolute, the Spiritual, the 
Unconditioned, the Esoteric, or anything else they 
*ke, with an array of capital letters extending from 
remantle to Colombo— “ the more it changes the 

5?oro it’s the same thing ” Theosophy or Divine 
Wisdom ! Why, you have only to overload a simple 
laea with a cloud of metaphor and you have genius; 
° ay. you can penetrate to the very Soul of Things, 
“0 Ens Entium ! As I left these houses of mystifi 

Jation, and thought of the great temple I had seen at 
vandy nearly two years ago, and then turned to the 

°°coa-nut plantations, the magnificent banyan-trees 
°V*er evidences of luxuriant vegetation, the 

Qoble lines of Swinburne’s “ Palace of Pan ” occurred 
10 my mind:—

”  And statelier than temples uplifted with hands,
Tall column by column, the sanctuary stands 
Of the pine forests’ infinite aisles,
A temple whose transepts are measured by miles,
Whose chancel has Morning for priest.”

Our next stay of any importance is here at Port 
¡»a, but a little incident in the canal was not 
ffhout interest to me. I was on deck at 5 o’clock 

^  the morning, and saw a Mohammedan nob far 
om the bank kneeling down and evidently praying, 

ij 18 reminded me, somewhat painfully, of Borne 
■hes in Denton's “ Song of Freedom —
Fj'eodom for the bondman bent at Superstition’s shrine,

'th bandagedeyeB imploring that the sun of Truth may shine.... 
rpi ammedan ° f Mecca, the Catholic of Rome,

10 Hindu in his distant land, the Methodist at home.”

p8ay the Bight of this poor follower of the “ one true 
be°^h°t ” brought these linos painfully to my mind, 
<■ Cau8e their author was himself a strong believer in 
and°T°k8 ” ani  ̂ “ sweet voices from the spirit-world,” 
tyin * cou*d not help wondering whether superstition 
c uV° r really ou >̂ an<J whether one form of it 

8aid to bo much better or much worse than 
Mother.

‘  I’orfc Said we visited a Mohammedan mosque 
Par k ^ reeb Church. Ilero, again, all the business 
fe ,aPhernalia were observable—the sandals for the 

’ kho solemn attitude struck by the guide, etc., 
■h th ^ i s  sort of thing did not seem ho forced as 
pr<i C.a8e ^ho Buddhist temples in Ceylon. The 
cet.C° Ĝ *n88 At both places were wound up with a 
takirn° ny common to religion in all countries—  
8u ln8 round the hat. Of course, the form of 
e ^ f t i o n  with which we are more familiar is not 
Wltk y the background. The town is provided 
Pres , a ilno English church, and a large wing is at 
Cbf/ p1 being added to it. As in Ceylon, so hero, 
tb0l) ,,lan missionaries are to bo seen on all hands, 
are they are less numerous. In Colombo there 
Pali 0Pre8Gntative8 of the Roman Catholics, Episco- 
®alvap’ ^ aP^3*8> Methodists, Presbyterians, and 
0ne • lan Army. A fine array of followers of the 
bosoi1?- guide to save tho souls of the poor
how,f U8^ 0a*’0^ Cingalese! Those men of God, 
thakin°r’ to sympathetic ears that they are
coqv ^ .very little progress in the way of genuine 
tbe r8l°ns. I may say that on the boat I made 
hi^ y ’Aintance of a Baptist missionary who proved 
a8cerf • a vory courteous fellow, even after he had 
•hari-,a'ne^ that I was an “ out-and-outer.” A re- 
haiye At Port Said was so characteristically

hat it is worth reproduction. We had just

left the mosque together, and he said to me, “ You 
know the educated Mohammedan priests don’t 
believe in all this nonsense.” I replied, “ And do 
educated Christian priests believe in all the non­
sense in the Bible ?” Of course, there was “ no 
analogy at all between the two cases ” !

The Suez Canal, eighty-four miles long— that 
wonderful waterway, partly artificial and partly 
formed by the dredging of the Bitter Lakes— was 
constructed under the French engineer, Ferdinand 
de Lesseps, and is one of the real triumphs of nine­
teenth-century science. Since the canal was opened 
in 1869, European interference in the surrounding 
districts has necessitated better sanitary arrange­
ments, and the building of good hospitals, construc­
tion of water and sewerage works, etc., have gone a 
long way towards supplanting bubonic plague and 
typhoid, which no prayers or pilgrimages to Mecca 
could cope with. Trade, both at Aden and at 
Colombo, has more than doubled since the above
<3ate’ A. D. McLaren .

Aoid Drops.

Our remarks on the Religious Tract Society's appeal for 
£10,000 to secure “  China for Christ”  have elicited a reply 
in the June number of Seed Time and Harvest, a copy of 
which appears to have been sent us by Capt. H. W. Dickson, 
New Church-road, Wellington, Salop. This gentleman, we 
take it, is responsible for the marginal observation that 
“ Freothought and lying innuendo are evidently synony­
mous ” — a display of Christian charity based upon our 
supposition that the whole of tho £10,000 would not be 
spent on producing “  tracts and periodicals,” but some of it 
would represent “  working expenses.” Captain Dickson 
must, therefore, if he has any honesty about him, bo under 
the impression that missionaries and colporteurs work for 
nothing in China, and that the same spirit of renunciation 
prevails at the offico of tho Religious Tract Society in 
London.

The Religious Tract Society comes to the conclusion, after 
reading our satirical remarks, that our “ wrath is excited by 
a movement whoso aim is to counteract tho ravages of the 
poison of infidelity among uncounted millions, for whom the 
Savior died." This is the first time we ever heard that 
laughter indicated wrath. We beg to assure tho R. T. S. 
that we are not angry. We are only amused. Christ 
“ wauts”  China, and tho R. T. S. wants £10,000 to help him 
to get it 1 Surely this is more calculated to excito hilarity 
thau indignation. And we go on smiling when the It. T. S. 
makes our “  wrath ”  tho ground for doubling the size of its 
appeal. It now asks for £20,000. Well, wo shall go on 
smiling if that figure is realised; for we are well aware of 
the gullibility of the Christian public in this country.

“  Tho Freethinker,”  says tho R. T. S., “  is tho organ of 
aggrossive infidelity. Its influence, such as it is. is all for 
mischief, and is exerted mainly ainoug tho working classes 
and imperfoctly educated people.”  We plead guilty to the 
“  aggressive infidelity ”  and the “  mischief.”  Wo exist to 
do “ mischief ” — from tho Religious Tract Society's point of 
view—and are glad to noto its admission that we realise tho 
object of our existence. Tho ”  illiterate ” reference wo can 
afford to smile at. It is answered by the extracts given 
from our columns. And as to our roaders belonging mainly 
to tho working classes, we may observo that this is probably 
true, because tho working classes are the bulk of tho popula­
tion. But wo havo readers in all classes of society, includ­
ing merchants, lawyers, doctors, and artists.

Suppose, however, that all our readers belonged to “  the 
working classes and imperfectly educated people.”  Why 
should the Religious Tract Socioty sneer at that ? Chris­
tianity was started by working men and illiterates. .Jesus 
was a carpenter, Peter was a fisherman, and all tho others 
had common occupations. And when the apostles, after 
their Master’s death, got into trouble and were brought 
before tho bench, tho magistrates “  perceived that they wore 
unlearned and ignorant men ” (Acts iv. HI). But things 
havo altered since then. Ignorant and unlearned men are 
“  no class ”  at the R. T. S. office ; nor in any other Christian 
Socioty, unless thoy have money to give away. Then they 
become highly respectable all at once.
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One does not look for accuracy in anything connected 
with the Daily Mail, but its “  Year Book of the Churches ” 
is quite gratuitously inaccurate in some things. Rev. Frank 
Ballard, for instance, is allowed to write on “ Agnosticism,” 
of which he is a professional opponent; and in the course of 
his article we find the following;—

“ A smouldering fire of bitter antagonism to everything 
Christian has been maintained under the auspices of the 
National Secular Society. It has only a small following and, 
with the exception of Leicester, has scarcely any respectable 
buildings for its purpose. But a vigorous and sometimes 
coarse propagandism has been maintained by means of the 
modern Press, and several journals of greatly different 
literary merit are now issued, though with only a moderate 
circulation.”

Such is history, written by a preacher, and published by the 
Daily Mail.

It is news indeed that the N. S. S. has maintained a 
“  smouldering fire.”  As for the “  small following,”  the word 
“ small ”  is entirely relative. Mr. Ballard is reckoned a big 
man by the ordinary Christian, but he is a very small man 
when compared with any real thinker. Then as to build­
ings. The N. S. S. never aimed at owning buildings, and 
the Leicester Secular Society, which owns a good hall, is 
not connected with the N. S. S. except in the way of frendli- 
nes. Certainly the N. S. S. does not stand the same chance 
of obtaining the use of “  respectable buildings ”  as the 
Christian bodies do. It is excluded by Christian bigotry 
from many such buildings. But it does get hold of a few. 
During the past twelve months, the President of the 
N. S. S., for instance, has lectured in the Queen’s Hall 
(London), the Stratford Town Hall, the Woolwich T ow d  
Hall, the Birmingham Town Hall, and the Picton Hall 
(Liverpool). Mr. Ballard can hardly consider that these are 
not “  respectable buildings.” We take it that he is talking 
“  respectable ”  nonsense.

emigration company ” working for the bonus of £1 for each 
emigrant, and then goes on to say :—

“ Three weeks ago the head officers of the Salvation An11!  
here in Toronto were asked why some of the unemployed 
this city could not be taken to fill the positions which 
Salvation Army claim to have on farms and railway c0 
struction in British Columbia, instead of bringing in 
unemployed from the old country. Their reply was t 
the unemployed in Toronto would not go out to fill 
positions. This reply was challenged by Mr. A1 
Chamberlain, the President of the British Welcome Leag  ̂
and to prove it he had a telegram inserted in the 'loron 
Evening Telegram, asking all those who were willing to acc P 
positions on farms and in railway construction in Briti 
Columbia to send him a postcard with their name a 
address. In reply to this single advertisement over 800 P» 
cards were received, with about 1,000 names of persons willnW 
accept such positions, thus showing which the Salvation Ar i 
are more anxious to do—to help the unemployed, or to & 
the £1 bonus for each one they send to Canada. Lot i 
known, also, that the Salvation Army have been helping “ 
state of conditions by employing carpenters here in 'J0!;01̂  
and paying them thirty cents per hour, when the minimu  ̂
rate of wages for the district is thirty-three cents per hou

The report, it will be observed, is circumstantial in both its 
charges and assertions. The unfortunate thing is that o 
travesty of a “  Free Press ”  is strongly averse to Sivin.° 
publicity to charges against the Army, while the a8"*3 
General trusts that those who provide the money will 0“ “  
not see, or will forget, all that is being said against » 
Salvation Army and its methods. If the bonus of T1 P 
emigrant was withdrawn we should soon see a rapid cooli g 
in General Booth’s anxiety to transport unemployed ‘ t0 
this country to the Dominion.

General Booth does not want to “  die broken-hearted- 
The remedy for his heart trouble is “  Money.” We w 
that the bottle is running dry.

What are the names of the “  several journals ” that Mr. 
Ballard refers to ? We only know of one associated in any 
way with the National Secular Society. Of course that one 
has a “ moderate circulation.”  That it exists at all in a 
hypocritical country like England is a tribute to its vitality. 
Swift said that you might always tell a man of genius, for 
the dunces were all in a conspiracy against him. And you 
may always tell a thorough-going Freethought paper by its 
“  moderate circulation.” The Freethinker is written by 
those who think fo r  those who think. Men of Mr. Ballard’s 
profession address themselves to the multitude whose intel 
lectual quality is hit off in Carlyle’s famous epigram.

Mr. Ballard is not going to cry stinking fish. He has a 
job, and we daresay a well-paid one, which depends on the 
“  spread of infidelity.” The Wesleyan Methodist Chnrch 
has appointed him as a Missioner to oppose “ unbelief.” 
Naturally, therefore, he doesn’t want the thing to perish 
Accordingly he prophesies that it won’t. “  During the coming 
century,” he says— probably moaning the present century, 
“  there appoars to be every reason for believing that such 
anti-Christian influences will rather bo increased than 
diminished.”  That's all right. But what composition ! Mr. 
Ballard is a queer authority on “  literary merit.”

Wo have wondered who was the editor of the Academy, 
with its overwhelming religiosity, and its lavish display ot 
Christian charity to “ unbelievers.” We see by last week’s 
issue that the editor is Lord Alfred Douglas. That explains 
everything. Lord Alfred Douglas was a bosom friend of the 
late Mr. Oscar Wilde— and it was Lord Alfred Douglas’s 
father who smashed the late Mr. Oscar Wilde. We under­
stand now. ____

Notwithstanding the many complaints made by working, 
class representatives as to the state of trade in Canada, and 
the evils that accrue from the activity of the Salvation Army 
and other agencies in encouraging emigration to that country, 
the “  Army ”  continues to advertise for emigrants and to 
deny the existence of either distress or lack of employment. 
The Toronto Branch of the Amalgamated Society, at a 
recent meeting— we quote from the monthly report for May 
— does not hesitate to say that, judging from the published 
reports of his speeches, General Booth must be “  either very 
much misinformed, or he is deliberately lying.” In Toronto 
alone, the Society asserts, there arc 10,000 out of work, 800 
of whom are carpenters, while “  in all the cities of Canada 
the same conditions are in existence.”  Meanwhile, the 
Salvation Army in Toronto has received thousands of dollars 
from the City Council to alleviate the distress which, on this 
side, the Army declares does not exist. The Society goes on 
to say that the Army is now nothing more than a “  common

We mentioned last week that the Rev. Dr. Aked, 
Liverpool, now of New York, had called upon the Americ 
millionaires to shell out the money required to save Chris 
anity from death and burial. He didn’t put it quite in t 
way, but that is what it came to. We now see that anot 
Englishman, the Rev. Dr. W. J. Dawson, who has 
“  missioning ”  in America, and has practically settled do 
there, has just paid a flying visit to England, and o .  
interviewed by the Christian W orld; and ho also has a  ̂ _ 
tale to tell of the decline of religion in the United Sta 
This is what he says:—  ^

“  There is, I am sorry to say, a tremendous ebb in cbl,r t£) 
going. I do not think you could say it is hostm y ^  
religion as religion at all, but the average church is cerfeffer 
experiencing a great ebb. Do you know that there arep0pu- 
churches now in New York than there were in 1840 ? aCe 
lation has doubled, but the churches have failed to keep ^ en 
with it, and worse than that, position after position has 
surrendered. The great bulk of the peoplo do not t 
about the churches at all. You have here and there a 
church with a great personality in the pulpit, and lfc. ssariiy 
great congregation, but great personalities arc necc , ¡n a 
rare. The trouble is with the average men. If y°u P 
Sunday morning at an average church in Boston ° ^ at 
York, you would be painfully struck by the evidenc • ^gge 
the Church has lost its hold of the people. Many 0f 
are splendid buildings, ideal from the point of j,ut 
comfort, beautifully kept, well maintained financia D 0 to 
the congregations are wanting. The rich men wmB (jeep 
the Church, but thoy do not attend its services. /  a\\.” 
up a speaking acquaintance with the Church, and thft

Evidently the beginning of the end.

Dr. Dawson was asked whether the New T h e o l \\ei, 
caused any excitement in America. “  None,”  bo r,
“  worth speaking of. Tho general public does no .^e ” 
enongh interest in religion to road books on eitho 
We are gotting at the truth now.

¿¡arke*
Tho Rev. Dr. Aked, now of New York, paints a qq^OOi 

picture still. In New York, with its population of ‘¿fi is 
“ there is a Protestant remnant of only 720,000, ^ ^ le s t  
50,000 less than it was ton years ago. Only the 8 c0n- 
fraction of these 720,000 nominal Protestants have a  ̂ q 0d 
noction with the Churches.” And yet these rnoB arc]}>D& 
have the effrontery to assert that Christianity ¡8 03 
on to universal victory !

------  • 'tv. Vt‘
As one of the signs of "the arrest of C hristian^^^y 

Dawson, mentioned how a friend of his preaches o ^ben 
mornings in a vast music hall in Chicago, and . tbe 
the “  Amen ”  is scarcely out of his friend’s 111 aftern°0j  
sceneshifters are at work preparing for tho -¿Des8e 
theatrical performance. When Dr. Dawson once
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tills quick transformation, he “  looked with very startled 
eyes upon these evidences of the absolute decay on the part 

“ rge masses of the population of respect for the decorum 
the Sabbath.”  Of course; but what constitutes the 

tt>»°rUm the Sabbath ”  ? What Christians regard as 
.tie “ decorum of the Sabbath ” is, to the majority of people, 
msufferable dulness.

, Horton has explained one of the reasons why he 
Sieves many of the papers to exert an evil influence on 

people. One of the Sunday papers, it seems, contained an 
article on “  The Folly of Beidg Poor,”  and offered to show 
18 Christian readers how to make twenty per cent, on their 
capital. We refrain from expressing any opinion as to 
Whether poverty is a folly or not; but it is at least certain that 
ot many Christians would object to a twenty per cent, return 

~~Provided, of course, they kept the right side of the law.
nd on the whole in this Christian country people suffer 

A*0j 6 trough  being poor than for any other circumstance. 
Dd while money is worshiped, as it is worshiped in Chris- 

ian countries, one can hardly blame people very much who 
aek to raise themselves to the level of established respecta-

A correspondent has been inquiring of the British Weekly 
°y Jesus said to Mary “  Touch me not ; for I am not yet 

^cended to my Father,”  seeing that to the disciples he said 
Handle me,”  and to Thomas gave the invitation to place a 
Qger in his side. The correspondent is given two answers, 

in^-18 a^owed to take his choice. One is that Jesus “ wished 
his new life to receive first God’s embrace, as a child runs 
kiss his mother first.”  The other is that Jesus wished to 

nhg home to Mary’s mind the fact that they could not meet 
the same footing as hitherto ; that their relations had 

,.erg°Ee a great change. Either reply may, of course, 
tr n, ■ (lue8tioner ; but neither of them is correct. The 
t ?. “ *8 that “ Touch me not ”  embodies the common Eastern 
.“hgious idea that to a sanctified person the touch of a woman 

unclean. Many examples might be cited, but one within 
j .® Christian area will be best. This is that the Church, 
ü m ! ma( ê one of its regulations that a woman should 
V “ bo permitted to touch the Eucharist with bare hands. 

0 such regulation applied to men. They belonged to what 
ristianity has always taught is the superior sex, or, as the 
r‘tans explained, “  the more godlike.”

bot*d^e CAmfian Commonwealth, Dr. Warschauer, while 
th u  Dg specifically with this topic, has some remarks 
knd 11 1 uPon it- Hi® topic is “  The Cause of Scepticism,” 

his conclusion is that ono’s faith or scepticism is much 
Jiff ° ^-e re8u^ one’s experience of life than of intellectual 

c u In the main this may bo true, but not quite in 
tj sense Dr. Warscliauor means. Our intellectual convic- 
tj 8 are naturally and nocossarily influenced by our expe- 
cas C<+ does no* follow that because this is the
b > therefore the conclusions at which we arrive are mere 
con 1 resentful emotion at the structure of things. Thoso 
itom i•S*°nS may bo, and often are, the logical deductions 
ficn ” e as wo ** 'n our own experience and in the expe- 
•cun? °*'b°rs- Disbelief in religion rosts upon a far 
nJen5®r a“ d moro impregnablo basis than a feeling of resent- 
>elv becan.80 the world has gone awry with our individual 
ge ,!8- H is because the Freethinker fails to seo any justi- 
0esse°n own *n *bo life of others, or in tho pro-
PrQ ■81°  ̂ nature generally, for the bolief in an over-ruling 
caso .ence, that ho is what he is, not because in his own 
Woni 1 exPnrienco of lifo has been less pleasant than he 

H*d havo wished.

Safin' ^ arschauor exhorts the doubter to “ como out of sel- 
iuto f.8H and egotism ; enter by any genuino act of goodwill 
a8 i f ori*er of love, and see if the world does not behave 
6xact] ** were God's world.” Tho exhortation is not 
tlla(. ^  Pleasant, or oven polite. Those who do not believe 
from I? Worl(l >8 God's world stand in no need of any advice 
eg0ti Warschauor to give up their “  selfishness and 
in thg 8*ncp it is pretty certain that there is loss of that 
of yJeco,nposition of tho average Freethinker than in that 
With a averaf5e Christian. Tho Freethinker is not acting 
d°eg n °y° to reward in some future life, and ho certainly 
Every °i,’ l” -0!088 Freethought in the hopo of reward in this, 
in fiig reethinker givos somo evidence of his unselfishness 
S c o t t 1* 0 - ion °* faith > bo braves public opinion, risks 
ofier an invit08 slander. Can it bo said that Christians 
ahd is t  »■ H Uke tho same evidence of their unselfishness 
kssumpi- 10n r>gbt ? It is an old trick of the pulpit, this 
°tie banI0U °* a 8uPer'or nobility of charactor merely because 
a0d 8 b° on tho side of the wealthy and respectable
tlonablg u* maiorlty ; it is, however, none the less objec- 

> and experience usually teaches that the more

sterling virtues are oftenest on the side of the despised 
minority.

The young men who consult Dr. Warschauer, and with 
whose “  cases ” he deals in the Christian Commonwealth, 
are not intellectual unbelievers, but emotional doubters. 
Once a man becomes a convinced Freethinker, he never 
turns to a professional parson for guidance. And in the 
“  case in point ’ ’ .submitted by Dr. Warschauer himself, we 
find that the experience through which the young man had 
passed only led him to look for evidence of the existence of 
God, and that he looked in vain. This failure was a sore 
disappointment to him ; and it was in this keen sense of 
disappointment, emotionally disinclined, though intellectually 
driven to become an actual unbeliever, that he appealed for 
guidance to Dr. Warschauer, and appealed in vain. The 
reverend gentleman beats adroitly about the bush, but 
never comes into real grip with the problem presented.

“ We admire Japan’s qualities,”  said the Rev. Dr. 
Warschauer in a missionary sermon recently published, 

but her record of cruelty and want of scruple in Korea 
should make us uneasily conscious of her moral defects.” 
But is our own Christian Empire wholly free from “ moral 
defects ” ? Has Dr. Warschauer never read the “ record of 
cruelty and want of scruple ”  in our treatment of subject 
races, particularly colored ones? Has he forgotten the 
shocking brutalities and blood-curdling atrocities which 
characterised the Matabele War not so many years ago? 
fs he unmindful of what is at this moment happening to the 
Zulus under a distinctly Christian government ? Is he proud 
of the existing state of things in India under the rule of the 
followers of the Galilean ? In view of such facts, we ask 
him, In what single moral respect is Christian Britain one 
whit superior to Heathen Japan ?

Nothing in the world is easier than to denounce one 
religion in order to praise another. All religions have their 
strong and their weak points, their good and their bad 
qualities. But is it fair, on Dr. Warschauer’s part, to vilify 
Hinduism because its Sacred Books contain “  depraved and 
licentious narratives, to whose details one cannot allude,”  
while ho knows that his own Bible abounds in stories of 
indecencies, immoralities, and obscenities quite as degrad­
ing ? And surely he must know that in Hinduism, as well 
as in Christianity, there is in many respects a splendid 
moral code, and that in character thousands of Hindus 
would compare favorably with the very best Christians. 
Why, then, should the lattor forco their religion upon the 
former ?

Mr. J. Allanson Picton writes to the Christian Common­
wealth advocating tho inclusion of the Rev. R. J. Campbell 
as representative of the New Theology at the proposed 
Round Table Conference on Education. We confess wo are 
surprised at a Secular Educationist like Mr. Picton giving 
the least countenance to this miserable imposture. The 
proposed Conference is merely a ring of predatory Christian 
sects considering how far they can agree to have their 
religious beliefs taught in the public schools at the expense 
of the rest of the community. Thero is absolutely nothing 
else in it. And the friends of Secular Education should 
treat it with the contempt it deserves—as well as apprehen­
sion at its possible dangers.

We do not trust tho New Theology people in this matter. 
Thoy aro quite willing to keep tho Biblo out of tho schools, 
because tho Bible, as it stands, is an encumbrance to them. 
But they desire to seo religious teaching in the schools, 
without tho Biblo ; and they are prepared to sell the cause 
of Secular Education by allowing roligious instruction to bo 
given, though not by the ordinary teachers, during school 
hours. Mr. Campbell himself throw out a hint in this 
direction at the Memorial Hall meeting in November, and 
it has the support of Dr. Warschauer and others of the 
samo school. Tho fact is that theologians of every sect re­
quire to bo watched.

Rev. W. Schofield Battersby, rector of Holy Trinity, 
Blackley, has been giving some advice to the Bishop of 
Manchester, who has solicited it from the clergy and laity 
on the subject of the suggested division of the diocese. Mr. 
Battersby protests against “  robbing priests to pay for two or 
more additional bishops at j£i!,000 per annum." “ A bishop,” 
he observos, 11 cannot oat and drink moro than a priest— at 
loast, not much moro— and jG2,750 is roally too much to pay 
for episcopal gaiters, etc.”  He also suggests that tho bishops’ 
motto i s : “  Covot earnestly the best bishopric, and yet show 
I unto you a more excellent way, namely, an archbishopric.” 
And tho worst of it is that “  tho Church is getting emptier 
and more neglected Sunday by Sunday.” All this is ealeu-
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Iated to make the bishop expectorate, like a man who has 
bitten baked sawdust instead of milk-chocolate. But per­
haps the Bev. W. Schofield Battersby would, after all, sing a 
different tune if he were on the road to being a bishop him­
self. ____

The Rev. H. W. Webb-Peploe is in a painful plight. For 
thirty or forty years he has been assiduously defending the 
Bible against the attacks of his fellow-men. He is fully 
aware that it almost “  savors of presumption ”  for any man 
to “  defend ”  the Word of God. God, who inspired the 
Bible, is obviously perfectly able to defend it. But the fact 
is that the Supreme Being is just now exceptionally indif­
ferent to the fortunes of his own book. He utters not a 
word in its favor, nor in rebuke of those who attack it. So 
Mr. Webb-Peploe is “ profoundly pained ” to find that the 
Infallible Word is now being very roughly handled by 
flippant Higher Critics and wicked Freethinkers. Indeed, 
he fully realises that the time has come when defenders of 
the Old Book are bound to lose reputation, and to be looked 
upon as fools. But the reverend gentleman, rising to a great 
height of heroic courage, nobly exclaims, “  Very well, I stand 
for one of these fools.”

Hurrah ! Pastor Archibald Brown would be sorry to think 
that Jesus was ruling on earth to-day. “ When he looked 
abroad and saw the misery and injustice and wretchedness 
there was,” he could think nothing of the sort.”  But, hal­
lelujah, Jesus was “  on the throne, and was over-ruling all 
things unto the glory of Jehovah.” How passing strange 
are the ways of Heaven ! Do not worry, let things well 
alone; though he does not rule on earth, Jesus is on the 
throne in heaven, and all “ the misery and injustice and 
wretchedness ” of the world are working together for the 
glory of God. What a magnificent philosophy of life I

A theological author says that 11 it is quite possible to carry 
out the spirit of the whole of Christ’s teaching.”  The spirit 
of Christ’s teaching, however, apart from its letter, is as 
difficult to find as man’s soul apart from his body. The 
truth is that words have no spirit besides that which the 
letter expresses.

Mr. Herbert Gladstone, our pious Home Secretary, sanc­
tioned the late “  blasphemy ” prosecution ; and the other 
night, in the House of Commons, he said something which 
proved the high moral value of the religion he thinks Bbould 
be protected. Introducing his new Bill for dealing with 
habitual criminals, he said that the most formidable class of 
these enemies of society were “ physically fit persons who 
take crime by preference. They decline work when it is 
offered them. They refuse the helping hand. They laugh 
at the present system of imprisonment.” But they appear 
to be blessed with a large share of piety. “  They are 
orthodox attendants at chapel," he said, “  and in many cases 
they are regular attendants at communion.”  One under­
stands now why Mr. Gladstone is so anxious to protect that 
holy and elevating religion from ridicule and contempt.

Since Easter Sunday all Catholics who marry, whether 
amongst themselves or with non-Catholics, are under the 
ban of the Church unless they go through the marriage 
ceremony before a priest and two witnesses. The Church 
will “  consider such parties not married, living in sin, and 
their children illegitimate ”  This is called a new “  law.” 
But the law of England still exists, and the “  illegitimacy ” 
of children does not depend on the decrees of Mr. Sarto (that 
is, Taylor) who lives at the Vatican and calls himself tho 
Pope. ____

Abd el-Kadir, the prophet of tho Blue Nile Province, who 
was executed the other day at Hallowin for the murder of 
Mr. Scott Moncrief and waging war against the Sudan 
Government, lived at a small village about a hundred miles 
from Khartoum. Some time beforo he got into trouble ho 
proclaimed himself to be the prophet Issa—that is, Jesus 
Christ—and soon collected a following in his neighborhood. 
Perhaps he was Jesus Christ. Who can tell ? AsktheTheo- 
sophists. They are supposed to be up in “  reincarnations.”

Prophet Baxter, who has made a lot of money by gulling 
fools about the end of the world, after fixing that great 
event a number of times without its ever happening, has 
now settled upon 1922 as the date of the general wind-up. 
This is positively the last time of prophesying, for the 
prophet himself may have gone to glory before then. But 
with an eye to business, and with a view to keeping the 
end-of-the-world game in the family after him, he has taken 
a fresh lease of his commercial premises for 99 year». It is 
so stated in John Bull, and “  when you see it in John Bull 
it is so."

Prophet Cumming, who worked the end-of-the-world lm0 
before Prophet Baxter, did something very similar. AfW 
predicting the great event in fourteen years’ time he took a 
thirty-five years’ lease of his residence. Both are cases o 
“  hedging.”

We are glad to see John Bull protesting against the 
closing of the Franco-British Exhibition on Sundays. Out 
contemporary calls it “ a severe blow at the entente cordiale, 
as French visitors coming over for the week-end to see tu 
Exhibition will be “ staggered to find that on the only day 
they have available the doors are closed in their faces.”

“  The English Sunday ” was the heading of a beautifully 
hypocritical article— though otherwise sensible enough'-'11 
the Daily Express during the French President’s visit >° 
London. Our contemporary pays great respect to tn 
Fourth Commandment— and presumably to the God who lS 
supposed to be behind i t ; it retains its admiration for tn 
British Sunday as “  a national possession,” and it shudders 
at the very thought of an “ open Sunday ” like that ' 
Chicago ; but, at the same time, it respects the entente wit 
France, and therefore suggests that a modification of tn 
Fourth Commandment should be made to oblige Frenc 
visitors to the Exhibition. Religion is a fine thing, 0 
course, but it must not stand in the way of social an 
political business. We cordially agree with the second ha 
of this sentence. The first half is Daily Express so 
sawder. The truth is that the British Sunday is doomed.

Hartley, the jam man (we have nothing to say against bij| 
jam), has bought the Holborn Town Hall for ¿£30,000, an 
¿£500 extra for the organ and furniture. It is for the Prim1' 
tive Methodists, who will use it as a Church House and Book- 
room. Church Houses are all the rage now. Christia 
denominations vie with each other in making a costly show. 
They can’t win the people, but they still handle money-" 
which we guess is what they prefer.

The Church Lads’ Brigade are appealed to for fund® 
towards a thankoffering in connection with the forthcoming 
Lambeth Conference. They are asked to put their contri 
butions in a box in the Drill Hall, the contents of whin 
“ will be presented to tho Bishop of Stepney," who wj  ̂
“  in turn present it to the Bishop of London, and he w> 
present it to God,”  A roundabout way of reaching hea 
quarters! Some people will think that the money w 
never get beyond the Bishop. It is certainly doubtful if ® 
acknowledgement from tho last-namod recipient will 
forthcoming,

tho clergy are preaching Socialism’ 
jord Jesus Christ as the greatest

While a number of
and celebrating the L o r d -------- ------- - „ „  —  „
Socialist in history, a  Christadelphian, named JannaW B 
haB  a mission from tho same Lord Jesus Christ to oPP,°_a
Socialism as poisonous ungodliness. Wo see that bu b fTobeen holding forth at Kennington amidst interruptions, 
one of his interrupters ho put this question: “  Under Bod
ism, who is going to be the dustman ?” 
pat: “  You will.” He asked for i t !

The answer cad0

Uganda is one of the African places that the mission0.1- 
boast of. They have “  Christianised ” it. And the Lord 
rewarded the natives for coming into tho fold of Lb . 
Four thousand have died of famine in one province 
crops are a complete failure. “  I’raiso God from whom 
blessings flow.”

The
all

IF  CHRIST CAME AGAIN.
Hot-headed Christians sometimes amuso themselves gj. 

their readers by speculating on what would happen if atfl 
again made his appearance on this planet. The chance y 
that Christ would, unless financially supported, D a a(jful 
and inevitably gravitate to tho workhouse; or, more “ r jf 
still, the probability is that the clergy would kill ^  
he, like Cmsar, came, saw, and conquered, the Black j.j,e 
would find their occupation gone. He once died “ 0 to 
cross ” ; they would find themselves unable any l°u° b6w 
live on it. Unless some someone kindly invented ® 
superstition, they would all he reduced to beggary. 0f 
dear reader, of the horrid position. The arch-hum ° 
Canterbury and York, and those perfumed dHisOili»eS3 
bishops, soliciting our pence on the kerbstones. Hw tcb®0, 
the Pope and Monseignours the Cardinals selling m g of 
The uniformed officers of the Salvation Army mm ^ jjg  of 
thousands of professional soul-savers swelling the r 0f 
the unemployed. The times would, indeed, be 
joint,”  and so would the noses of tho clergy.
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Ur. Foote’s Engagements.

mday, June 7, Secular Hall, Rusholme-road, Ail Saints, 
Manchester : N. S. S. Annual Conference at 10 30 and 2.30 ; 
Public Meeting at 7—Mr. Foote chairman—admission free, 
reserved seats Is. and Gd.

To Correspondents.

P' J.. Henderson.—Cannot give it an article at present. Have 
made it the subject of a paragraph.
SB President’ s H onorarium F und: Previously acknowledged 
'■'Donations, £1G5 : Annual Subscriptions. £184 7s 
Received since.—R. H. hide, £2 ; Harry Organ. 2s.

^  RoLErrs.—Thanks for cuttings, 
j  ' P- Ball.—Your cuttings are always welcome.
■Pe r s o n .—Mr. Foote never held a “ debate” with Mr. 

radlaugh. and he was a bachelor in 1876. The quotation is 
rom a jocular article, which the Christian numskull hasn't 

j  rains enough to understand. Don’t worry about such vermin. 
• D, W— Under consideration.

Organ.—Very glad to hear that you have “ read the Free 
tinker regularly for fifteen years, and owe it a heavy debt of

gratitude.”
U-Eu(tM4xN.—Walton Powell was not, we believe, a lecturer for 

j 1® Christian Evidence Society. He was active in the Anti- 
p .del Rang. But his filthy lies are repeated by the Rev. R. V. 

a>thfull Davies’s underlings.Atr;
eist School-T eacher.—Will be dealt with in our next. Glad

j^yonr boys “ enjoyed ” our lectures at Aberdare.
0 tr ^0NES‘—Too 'ate f°r this week ; in our next. Thanks. 

local” 11*8 —^ very 6°°d letter. Freethinkers should use the
press in that way as much as possible. Pleased to hear 

int*1 “ never tire of reading ” our Flowers of Freethought. We 
o en<l to publish further collections of articles and essays, 
j 0ugh perhaps not under the same title.

The Holyoake Biography was not sent to us for review 
a shall look into the book at leisure. There is no hurry— 

u We have so many books to buy. 
p Secular Society, L imited. office is at 2 Nowcastle-street, 

rrillgdon-8treet, E.C.
p National S ecular Society’s office is at 2 Newcastle-street. 

ti< rr,nKdon-street. E.C.
tor the Editor of the Freethinker should bo addressed 

^  Neweastle-stroet, Farringdon-street. E.C. 
atjCRK Notices must reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon- 
;n E.C., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be 

j, UBerted.
who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 

0& k,n8 the passages to which they wish us to call attention. 
C  tor literature should be sent to the Freethought Pub- 
Str« t Company, Limited, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon- 

Psasi 6t' an  ̂not *bo Editor.
te op8 remitting for literature by stamps are specially requested 

TIlg , halfpenny stamps.
og;Ceree{tiini;rr will bo forwarded direct from the publishing 
l09 'Post tree, at the following rates, prepaid :—One year, 

8oALg d‘ ’ half year, 6s. 3d. ; three months. 2s. 8d. 
c*„ji”r Advertisements: Thirty words, Is. Gd.j every suc- 
4Si cn.g ten words, Cd. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch, 
term.»’ baN column, £1 2s. Gd. ; column, £2 5s. Special 

108 for repetitions.

Now that the summer season is arriving, and Freethinkers, 
like other people, will be moving about on holiday, we venture 
to say a word to them about getting their weekly copy of 
this journal. If they are staying for a week or more at a 
seaside or other resort, the simplest method is to go to the 
railway bookstall and order the Freethinker when obtaining 
their other literature. Generally speaking, now, we believe 
they will find little difficulty; but should any be encountered, 
we beg them to communicate with our publishing office, 
from which a complaint shall be made to the firm in ques­
tion. We might add that the summer season is a good time 
for taking extra copies of the Freethinker and judiciously 
introducing it to likely persons who are met in the more 
free and easy intercourse of holiday-making.

We will also say a special word about the boycott of this 
journal. Freethinkers should order it where they order 
other publications, and if obstacles are raised against their 
obtaining it they should threaten to take their custom else­
where— and carry out the threat if necessary. The way to 
stop bigotry in the business world is to let the bigots see 
that it costs them more than they wish to pay. They will 
cry off when they see the game is too expensive.

Some of our friends are taking several copies weekly, and 
ordering them of several different bookstalls or newsagents. 
By this means they make the Freethinker better known, and 
show the trade that it is really in demand.

We have received the following for the Gerald Massey 
Fund (Those who intend to subscribe should do so by next 
week, as we intend to remit it to the Treasurer after seeing 
the Freethinker through the press): —J. H. Ridgway, Is. 6d.; 
R. Taylor, 2s. Gd.; J. P., Is. Gd.; R. T. Nichols, £1 Is.

There are some interesting articles in the June number of 
the Positivist Review. The first is on “ The Philosophy of 
Comte ”  by that clear and powerful thinker, the late Dr. 
J. H. Bridges. The next is by Mr. F. J. Gould on “  History 
Teaching,”  in which we note the following definition: 
“  Civilisation is the progress of feeling, thought, and char­
acter towards tho triumph of love over egotism in society at 
large as well as in the individual.” Mr. Swinny, the editor, 
writes with his usual sanity and good temper on Mr. Wells’s 
New Worlds fo r  Old. We see in the editorial paragraphs a 
hint that tho outrages of the extreme nationalists in India 
aro the direct result of Mr. Morloy’s introduction of Russian 
methods in repression. Wre never could understand why 
Mr. Morloy went to the India Office. And at his time of 
life, too 1

Mr. Edwin C. Walker sends us a copy of his Sketch and 
Appreciation o f  Moncurc Daniel Conway, being “ An Address 
at tho Paine-Conway Memorial Mooting of the Manhattan 
Liboral Club, January 31, 1908.”  Mr. Walker publishes it, 
price 15 cents, at his own address, 244 West 143rd Stroet, 
New York City. Tho sketch of Conway's life is excellently 
done, mainly, of course, from tho Autobiography, and Mr. 
Walker lias unlimited praise for Conway as a soldier of 
freedom. Wo hope the pamphlet will havo a good circula­
tion in America, and wo should bo glad to see it circulating 
in this country also.

bo National

Sugar Plums.
“e hoi j" “““ uunl Secular Society’s Annual Conference is to 
^aiuh,' iJ’0 ’ u tt‘ °  Secular Hall, Uusholme-road, All 
the anchestcr. The President’s hammer will strike 
fusion ° . t ° r businoss at 10.30 a.m., and the morning 
i °cheoi'VÎ - ct°H0 at 12 30. At 1 o'clock tho customary 
Nptel (nii*0^ 8 2s.) W*N tako place at tho Merchants’ 
*¡11 dham-streot, Piccadilly. The afternoon session 
Public 2.80 and close at 4 30. At 7 thoro will bo a

ote, n , ln8 *u tho Secular Hall, addressed by Messrs.
' "°  lon> Lloyd, Davies, etc. For the comfort of
Seats, a ,wb° want to avoid a crush, and yet to secure 
Sec°bd larSe of Is. and Gd. will bo made for first and 

Served soats. All tho rest of tho seats will be free.

* ̂  trainlj l'.DQ.P°ss*hlo for the Manchester friends to meet 
n,tence H0 mauy stations. Visitors to the Con-
1 , btu„ , tbereforo pl°aso mako for the Merchants’ Hotel, 
°hel ¡H 0Cit, on Saturday evening. The position of the 

^Posit0 t l ^ i  c.outral, being only one door off Piccadilly, 
Walk;0 Inbrinary. The principal stations aro within 

viahch “ S ^¡stance of it. Members of the Manchester 
' N- gnn m,ltteo W*N bo in attendance, as well as the 

oral secretary, Miss E. M. Vanco.

"S T . GEORGE OF ENGLAND.”
On the back of a half-sovereign— that painfully rare 

object—you may see a design of a man on horseback 
apparently killing a cockroach with a carving-knife. This is 
meant to portray St. George and the dragon. And 8t. 
George is facetiously supposed to be the patron saint of our 
“ tight littlo island.”  The Saiut's biography is unpleasant 
reading, and quite unsuited for the Sunday-school. Historian! 
agree in disclosing a pitiable story of a misspent life. From 
the highest to the lowest, from Gibbon to Dr. William Smith, 
they describe St. Georgo as a rascal. Yet this precious 
knave became, in good time, St, George of England, patron 
of chivalry, the emblom of victory and civility, and the 
pride of tho best blood of the modern world.

What ¡b most lacking to our time is the deep and sorene 
calm which brings strength to the soul. Favored in so many 
ways, we are poor and mean in character. Our moral fibre 
seems woukened. And this is the reason why at times our 
oivilised society seems to me like one-of those beautiful 
ships which science, art, and industry have fitted with 
marvellous machines and sumptuous arrangements for 
comfort, but which, in the middle of tho ocean, unexpectedly 
runs out of coa l; and then the magnificent ship is nothing 
more than a waif, at the mercy of the winds aud waves.— 
Charles Wagner,
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Freethought in Many Lands.

F reethought is not, like Whiggery, a mental pro­
duct essentially English, or circumscribed, like 
Barclay and Perkins, by the gustatory palate of 
the British nation. It transcends the limits of our 
tight little island, and here and everywhere sym­
bolises the intellectual and moral progress of every 
nation where its vivifying influence makes itself 
felt. Laws and conventions, the terrors of death 
or prison, or the more acute tortures which that 
sanctified virago, Mrs. Grundy, holds in reserve for 
the pioneers of new ideas,— all these cannot avail 
against that subtle and all-penetrating spirit of 
Freethought, which bloweth where it listeth— some­
times with the soft persuasive sigh of the summer 
breeze, and sometimes with the iconoclastic energy 
of the hurricane. The glory of Freethought shines 
forth in the fact that it is not— to repeat our original 
simile— a mere by-product of the English intellect, or 
some casual parochial characteristic chained down to 
a particular spot, or rooting itself to some eccentric 
local centre of manifestation. It is cosmopolitan, 
international, and widespread as civilisation itself, it 
grows day by day more intensely conscious of its 
power as a world force capable of entering the lists 
with every confidence of ultimate victory against the 
hydra-headed monster of Christian superstition.

It is cheerful to know that the conflict which 
Freethought wages here in England is not an 
isolated and sporadic outburst of guerrilla rebellious­
ness against the constraining authority of religion. 
We can of course, if needs be, accept the task of 
cleansing our augean stables in Church and State 
without these extraneous encouragements, but it is 
certainly more inspiring to know that the banner of 
Freethought is worthily upheld in other lands, and 
that the fight for freedom is being maintained by 
our brethren across the seas. One is gladdened to 
know that in every quarter of the world men are 
learning to recognise the deep moral significance of 
Gambetta’s utterance, “ Le Cléricalisme, c’est l’ennemi.”  
In that world-wide conflict of Freethought for sanity 
and civilisation, we are all— whatsoever our nation­
ality and tonguoandthe complex diversity of our racial 
traditions— brothers-in-arms and fellow-soldiers in 
the fight where Bruno, Servetus, Voltaire, and Brad- 
laugh won their claim to immortality.

The series of articles, which the present initiate«, 
will seek to garner from the Freethought press in 
other lands some items of interest and encourage­
ment affecting the progress of the movement through­
out the world. Perhaps wo may thereby learn some 
now lessons in human solidarity, and appreciate more 
fully the essential oneness of our interests as English 
Freethinkers with the interests of our Freethought 
co-workers in alien lands.

Bohem ia .
The International Freethought Congress at Prague 

in 1907 imparted a phenomenal impulsion to the 
movement in this country. The first Czech Free- 
thought paper, Havlicek, named after one of the 
early pioneers of the movement who took a leading 
part in the revolution of 1848, wa3 launched on 
April 20 of the present year. A first edition of 
100,000 copies, distributed gratis, was exhausted in 
three weeks, and a second edition has been put in 
hand. One of the leading lecturers— Dr. Barlosek, 
of Prague— recently delivered a Freethought address 
at Zizkov before an audience of 1,600 people. The 
event of the evening was the address of a Catholic 
priest named Svégine, who mounted the platform 
and drew a touching picture of the moral sufferings 
he had endured for years whilst teaching and preach­
ing Christian doctrines in which he had ceased to 
believe. He wound up his speech by formally 
separating himself from the Church, and by re­
tracting his pulpit deliverances. The priest quitted 
the Church then and there, and is now earning an

humble livelihood as a weaver at three francs a day- 
R. J. Campbell, Go thou and do likewise!

The movement in Bohemia is not confined to one 
section of the population. Germans emulate Czechs, 
and both races forget their animosities under the 
beneficent aegis of Freethought. A German Free- 
thought group was formed at Prague on January H 
this year, and has already given proof of remarkable 
activity. On February 7, it commemorated the W0' 
work of Strauss. This function was followed on 
February 21 by a commemoration of Giordano Bruno- 
On March 6, it organised a lecture on Ulrich von 
Hutten, and on the twenty-first of the same month 
it co-operated with the Czech group in organising ® 
grand demonstration— attended by more than 8,000 
people— in favor of Professor Wahrmnnd, who has 
recently been such a thorn in the flesh of the 
Austrian bigots. Finally, on the seventeenth of tbs 
present month, a Congress of the various German 
Freethought Societies in Bohemia took place, con­
cerning which I may have more to say in a sub­
sequent article.

As a result of the Prague Congress, one of ff® 
principle organisers, Karel Pelant, made a sp0Cia 
lecturing visit to the United States and toured tb0 
country, delivering lectures to his Czech compatriot® 
in the States and founding new Freethought Societi00’ 
or consolidatingtheold,as he went along. On June l a> 
last year, a Congress of Czech Freethinkers took pi»0® 
at Chicago, and terminated its labors on the sixteenth 
of same month. At Chicago, it appears, the differ0®. 
Czech Societies of Freethinkers number about 80,00 
members. They publish a daily rationalist paper, aU 
have Sunday-schools of their own, where the instruc­
tion given is on purely secular lines. Czech Fr00' 
thought in the States is, however, not a new growt0. 
The recent Congress at Chicago was organised >® 
order to celebrate the jubilee of their activity a® 
conscious fighting-force for Freethought. Evident^ 
the spirit of John Huss is not dead in Bohemia, a0 
amongst the sons and daughters of that horoio ra° '

P ortugal.
The sombre tragedy of February last, wbi0k 

destroyed King Carlos and consigned Franco 
eternal infamy, lends a touch of pathos to 
movement in favor of Freethought in the land ^  
Camoens and Vasco da Gama. Nowhere, save 
Russia and Spain, has the faith, once delivered 
the saints, better illustrated its futility and inutn1 1 
as an instrument of human progress. In this c°^0 
nection, it is worth while recording what M- 
Laveleye said, some forty years ago, about 
priests in that country. Like the traditional P°P ' 
they lead a merry life. The country cures are p° V 
and— so M. de Laveleye saw— not afflicted vf . 
excessive chastity. He found the clergy sunken 
sloth, and as indifferent to religion as their fl°0 ^ 
In spite of all this, religion was firmly establish0 > 
not in the hearts of the people at any rate >B, s 
Penal Code of Portugal, according’ to the Pr0V,®J up 
of which any citizen who, having been brougn .g 
in the Catholic religion, embraces any other fa11 j ’ 0f 
liable to loss of political rights for the PerI°„¡¡es 
twenty years. Although the Code severely puBl 0jJ. 
Freethought propaganda, the magistrates, 
lightened than the laws they are paid to admin* g6 
for the most part deem it prudent to allo^v 
enactments to drop into desuetude. ¡nan?

During the present year Portugal has giv0D ^ [6e■ 
tokens of her awakening to the influences ot
thought. The recent constitutional cataclyso^.^l 
but the political expression of the intellectual f jj- 
whioh in Portugal, as in Spain and elsewhere tbr jug 
out the long dormant Latin democracies, is b°r 
a new efflorescence of life and thought. . , ory of 

One of the principal events in the his 
Portuguese Freethought during the present 7e o0 
the series of demonstrations which took P a¿fcb °, 
February 24, throughout the length and . g0,ry°*
Portugal, in celebration of the fiftieth anrVT6jjtetari  
the entry of Professor Teofilo Braga upon hi® ebi0t 
career. Braga, who is not only one of ®
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eaders of the Republican party but also a convinced 
reethinker, occupies the highest position in the 

country as a philosopher, a historian, and a littera 
eur. The hero of this literary jubilee is only sixty 

years of age, having published his first poem 
when but fifteen years old. As poet, he is the 
author of an epic entitled The Vision of Time, em 
racing the history of the human mind from the 

early days when man’s fears of the Unknown 
created the primitive myths and forged for him 
he chains of religion. The poet prospects his view 
orward to the time when the human mind will have 
reed itself from its present bondage to religion. As 
'etorian, he is still at work on his monumental 
istory of Portugal. In his Sociology he follows on 
he lines of Comte and Spencer, whilst preserving 
18 originality of treatment of the varied problems of 

°hr complex social life.
All that was most distinguished in arts and letters 

h Portugal gathered around the great thinker and 
Phid the homage of their admiration to the man who 

8,8 been an inspiration to three generations of his 
countrymen. It speaks eloquently of Portuguese 

Rethought when it can count a man so eminent 
hhiongst its chief luminaries.

It i8 gratifying, therefore, to know that when, on 
he four ¿ ay8 April 19 to 22 last, the first national 
reethought Congress met at Lisbon, Braga took a 

ceding and enthusiastic part in its labors. He 
Pened the proceedings of the Congress with a 

®agnificent ad(ireg8) the boldness and perspicuity of 
hich are in brilliant contrast with the tame, well- 

in of the average professional palaverer
in n  8 counfcry- Speaking of the condition of affairs 

Portugal, he said that the dawning twentieth 
®ntury is dominated by two terrible scourges, “ the 
yatematised folly of religion, and the legalised folly 
, hyoastio monarchy.” He went on to say that 

r h0 fiction of religion, which sets against the 
fional notions of science the absurdities of old 

oni s» which are no longer even poetic, for they 
present to the inquiring mind a number of 

^hjmon-plaoe allegories, imposes its authority upon 
• by the perfidy of the priests who carry on their 
j., rigues in the bosom of our families and intimidate 
j.i6 basely empirical and reactionary governments 

rale over us.”
fir t 6 ^on8re8S— 'which, bo it again noted, was the 
¿ l of its !lk — was a signal success in every way. 

-Presentatives were present from working-class 
s&nisations, political committees, masonic lodges, 

theGati° nal SrouP8> and democratic centres, whilst 
b̂e fProfe88i° ° al element and the press— always to 

* re in every Freethought fight on the continent 
the6re con8P*ouoa8ly strong. A hopeful sign was 

presence of women in large numbers. Dona 
QQtla Velleda was the first lady president at the 

but on subsequent occasions during its 
ln88> other ladies occupied the presidental chair. 

i„ >*e ftre solid grounds for believing that here, as 
Prie H y an^ Spain, the female mind, long docile to 
reij . y manipulation, is becoming refractory to 
tkejrl0Ua influences. When the women escape from 
te8cn a^e'i°n8 entanglements with theology, the 
foil 0 °I the child from the hands of the priest will 
ti0ll as light follows the dawn, and the emancipa 
tha , fhe Madonna and the Bambino will achieve 

R a t i o n  of man.
fiesei.6 happy ideas of our Portuguese brethren
tbe ■, 88 mention and emulation. Everybody knows 
Pietb° ° r° U8 irrebitatio11 of “ holy week,” and what a 
8ig,ja?.ra °f inane preaching and pious self-torture 
ila8i l8e~~in Catholic countries— the advent of 
d itie /', Aaa protest against the insufferable stupi- 
^hial 3ck make the “ holy week ’’ before Easter so 
Vi°bim‘ memory of anyone viho has been
^rted^v.-^D ^his fashion, the Lisbon Freethinkers 

ki '38 year a “ Secular week,” by way of 
^r°Od l- ^  “ holy Wednesday” Dr. Maximo 
abd g 6 'V0red a lecture on “ The Origins of Religion,” 

.bgasto Vieira another on “ The Falsities of 
biaq gr.0,' Maundy Thursday the latter gentle- 

P°ke on “ The Origins of Catholicism,” and Sr.

Saa Pereira traced “ The History of the Romish 
Church.” On Good Friday Sr. Ferrera Manso dealt 
with “ Catholicism in Portuguese History,” and Sr. 
Gastao Rodrigues dwelt on “ Religious Reaction in 
the Family and the School.” On the Saturday before 
Easter Dr. Cunha e Costa unfolded the theme of 
“ Primitive Christianity and Modern Clericalism.” 
Our esteemed friend, Dr. Magalhaes Lima, a doughty 
champion of the sacred cause of peace and the 
embodiment of Portuguese Freethought— the man 
whom Franco so feared by reason of his persistent 
exposures of the great Franco fraud that he sup­
pressed his paper, Vanguardia, and banished its 
editor— made his first public appearance on his return 
to Portugal as chairman at Dr. Costa’s lecture. Two 
other addresses were delivered the same day in 
other parts of the city, and the series was concluded 
by two discourses on Easter Sunday. To some of us 
who imagined that no good can come out of Portugal 
except port wine, it will be refreshing to know 
from the foregoing facts that the days are num­
bered, and the numbers visibly dwindling, of 
the “ God-intoxicated men ” who are in the spiritual 
line of descent from the priests, dominicans, and 
other ministers at the altar of a God of Love, who, 
crucifix in hand, led the fanatical populace of Lisbon, 
drunk with blood for the glory of God, to the slaughter 
of the “ Christianised ” Jews, the priests first bap­
tising the “ converts ” and the Christian crowd 
slaughtering them afterwards.

The rise of Freethought in Portugal is of happy 
augury for her welfare and dignity, and the mani­
festations of this new spirit in the national life will 
be hailed with profoundest interest by all the friends 
of intellectual progress throughout the world.

W m . H e a f o r d .

The Sayings of Jesus.—X,

(Continued from p. 347.)
IN considering the so-called sayings of Jesus there 
is one point that should constantly be borne in mind. 
Assuming that sayings had to be concocted as the 
reputed utterances of a divine savior, how were such 
sayings to be made ? To the minds of the primitive 
Christians there was but one method of doing it. 
These divine utterances must be based upon, and in 
harmony with, sayings believed to be divinely inspired 
in the Hebrew scriptures. No other way was open 
to them ; and this method, as I have shown, was that 
usually followed. It should also be remembered that 
after the appearance of the canonical Gospels, many 
ancient MSS. of pre-existing Christian writings, 
which, no doubt, contained primitive sayings attri­
buted to Jesus, ceased to be copied, and so were lost 
to posterity. Only an extract hero and there from 
some of these writings has been preserved by early 
Christian writers. The following is one of these few 
excerpts, found in an ancient homily miscalled “ The 
Second Epistle of Clement,” whose composition has 
been assigned to A.D. 120— 110 :—

“  For the Lord saith, Ye shall be as lambs in tho 
midst of wolves. But Peter answered and said unto 
him, What then, i f  the wolves should tear the lambs f 
Jesus said unto Peter, Let not the lambs fear the wolves 
after they are dead. And ye also, fear ye not them that 
kill you, and are not able to do anything [more] to you ; 
but fear him that after ye are dead hath power over 
soul and body, to cast them into tho Gehenna of fire.” 

We are not told whether Peter experienced very 
much comfort from this reply to his question : but 
editor Luke, for one, did not think much of it, for he 
records the first sentence (Luke x. 8) and the con­
cluding portion of the paragraph (Luke xii. 4-5)—  
which he represents as spoken on two different 
occasions— but he discreetly omits the words itali­
cised, probably deeming them idiotic, or at least 
unworthy of the Savior.

In one of the Gospels Jesus is described as calling 
himself a “ shepherd ” and all who believed on him
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his “ sheep after which he goes on to say :—
“  To him the porter openeth, and the Bheep hear his 

voice ; and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth
them out....... and the sheep follow h im ; for they know
his voice ”  (John x. 3-4).

Such perfect knowledge, trust, and affection between 
this “ Good Shepherd ” and his flock is really quite 
affecting; but alas, the description is only an 
amplified paraphrase of a passage in one of the 
“ holy books ” in which the righteous are likened 
to sheep. The prophet Enoch says of the Lord of 
Spirits (xliii. 1-2):—

“  I observed that he called them all by their respective
names, and that they heard....... They are the names of
the righteous who dwell upon earth, and who believe in 
the name of the Lord of Spirits.”

In another Gospel, Jesus invites all weary and over­
worked believers to “ come ” to him, and promises to 
give them “ rest,” as well as rest for their “ souls.” 
He says:—

“  I  am the good shepherd ” — “  Come unto me all ye 
that labor, and are heavy laden,-and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me....... and ye
shall find rest unto your souls ”  (John x. 11; Matt. xi. 
28-29).

These comforting words have furnished material for 
thousands of sermons for many generations. They 
were derived, however, as might be expected, from 
the “ holy books,” though in this instance we have 
to search three of those books to find them. The 
passages are the following :—

“  Look for your shepherd, ho shall give you everlasting 
rest ” — “ Put your nock under the yoke [of wisdom] and 
let your soul receive instruction ” — “ Walk therein, and 
ye shall find rest fo r  your souls ”  (2 Esd. ii. 34 ; Ecclcus. 
li. 26 ; Jer. vi. 16).

Again, in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus gives 
further directions as to getting “ rest for their souls." 
He says (Matt. vii. 7-8):—

“  Ask, and it shall bo given you ; seek, and ye shall 
find ; knock, and it shall be opened to you : for every 
one that asketli receiveth, and he that seekoth findcth, 
and to him that knocketh it shall bo opened.”

In these directions Jesus has omitted to tell us of 
whom we are to ask, where to seek, or whence to 
knock. The “ Lord God,” however, is more explicit. 
Speaking to, or through, his servant Jeremiah, he 
says (xxix. 12-18):—

“  And ye shall call upon me, and ye shall go and pray 
unto me, and I will hearken unto you. Aud ye shall 
seek me, and find mo, when ye shall search for mo with 
all your heart.”

Thus, it was not Jesus who was to be asked and 
sought, but the Lord God himself. The Sermon on 
the Mount is a purely Jewish (or rather Esseno) 
code ; its rules applying to conduct and worship are 
quite independent of Jesus, and therefore cannot 
properly be called Christian.

In the First Gospel— once more, in tho famous 
Sermon on the Mount— Jesus is represented as pro­
nouncing a blessing on tho victims of religious perse­
cution. He says (Matt. v. 10-12):—

“  Blessed are they that have been persecuted for 
righteousness' sake : for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are ye when men shall reproach you and per­
secute you....... Utjoice and be exceeding glad : for great
is your reward in heaven.”

Assuming these words to have been uttered by Jesus, 
how did that Savior know that those who suffered 
persecution on earth should bo rewarded in heaven ? 
In what way were these unfortunate individuals to 
be rewarded above the righteous who died without 
having been persecuted? The twelve apostles, we 
know, were to sit upon thrones. Was there any 
other kind of reward ? Could a righteous man get 
to heaven without suffering persecution? If yes, 
why should he rejoice at being tortured or put to a 
painful death ? In short, were the words which are 
here put in the mouth of Jesus uttered by ono who 
had an actual knowledge of the rewards awaiting tho 
righteous in the kingdom beyond the skies ? There

can be no doubt as to the answer. No one possessed
of such knowledge would employ the vague and
indefinite language used in the Gospel. The words 
are those of the Gospel writer only who t o o k  m 
ideas from the following passage in one of the ‘‘ holy 
b o o k s —

Enoch cii. 6 ; ciii. 3. “ Fear not, ye souls of A?®
righteous.......Grieve not because your souls descend
great trouble, with groaning, lamentation, and sorrow
....... The spirits of those of you who died in rights0'111
ness, shall exist and rejoice."

Here are precisely the same ideas as those ascribed 
to Jesus. The Gospel writer merely gives more pr9' 
minence to the word “ rejoice,” to which he add 
“ and be exceeding glad,” which again meaD® 
“ rejoice.” He does not say what shall be the rewar 
of the righteous who had suffered persecution, tb 
reason, of course, being that no such information 13 
given in Enoch. _ .

The writer of the Third Gospel narrates an inC1‘ 
dent of a woman in the crowd who “ lifted up a® 
voice ” and declared the mother of Jesus to 0 
blessed. The narrative continues:—

“ But Jesus said, Yea rather, blessed are they 
hear the word o f  God, and keep it ” (Luke xi. 28).

Jesus does not say in what way these people were to 
be blessed. This was doubtless because nothing 
said upon the subject in the source passage wh,c 
suggested the reply.

2 Esd. vii. 45. “ And I answord and said, O Lord.--”' 
Blessed are they who when living keep those thiW 
ordained by thee."

The “ things ordained by thee ” were the command8 
in the so-called “ word of God.”

In the Fourth Gospel, Jesus is represented 9 
saying to the only sane man among the discipl09'^ 
otherwise, the sceptical Thomas “ who is calle 
Didymns”—

“ Because thou have Been me, thou hast belief,, 
blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believe 
(John xx. 29). j

Here we have a samplo of tho kind of faith appr°v 
by Jesus— blind, unreasoning credulity. The sa 
method of reasoning was employed by all Christ1 
writers of the second century; Justin Martyr, 
philus, bishop of Antioch, and the author of j
forged letter of Jesus Christ to Abgarus may b0C*'O{ 
as examples. The words placed in the mouth 
Jesus were, no doubt, suggested by tho follo'vl 
passage in one of the “ holy books " :—

2 Esd. i. 37. “ I tako to witness tho grace of ^
people that shall come.......and though they see vie
with bodily eyos, yot in spirit they shall beheve 
things that I say.”

Tho ideas of Jesus (or tho Gospel writer) ¡, 
respect to evidence are further illustrated in 
xvi. 14, in which it is recorded that he “ upb^a' . 
them with their unbelief and hardness of b0 f 
because they believed not them which had seen him 
he was risen.” The testimony hero referred to Q 
that of three persons— Mary Magdalene and _ 
unnamed followers of Jesus who wore not ap°® ^  
The first of those three witnesses is stated in g) 
xxiv. 28—and also in the same chapter of Mark (x 
— to have not seen the risen Jesus : so that tb° 
word of two men who had walked and ta lk e d  ^  
him without recognising him (Mark xvi. 1^,  ̂ t0 
xxiv. 18-28) was considered amply suffl°ie' 
establish the fact that he had been raised fr° n 
dead. ayjng9

The following aro some further examples oi ^  
attributed to Jesus which I give without conn13

Ol.DBB WlUTlNOS ,
a i'ot u . .

G ospel Sayinob.
Matt. xxvi. 11. “  For yc have 

the poor always with you : but 
me ye have not always.”

Matt. vi. 31, 34. “  O ye of 
little faith 1 Be not therefore 
anxious, saying, What shall we 
eat ? or, What shall we drink ?

.. .Be not therefore anxious for 
the morrow.”

Deut. xv. 11.
shall never cease 
land.”

out of th«

Psalm xxxvii. 25,2-1 ^ old -l DUlllII AAA
been young, and n0,'erighte?Yet have I not seen the ^ggiOj
forsaken nor his s . g day „ 
their bread..... tis&ei'famine they shall ->
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Gospel Sayings.
Luke xii. 24. “  Consider the 

ravens, that they sow not, 
neither reap; which have no 
8tore chamber, nor barn ; and
God feedeth them.”  (Matt. vi.
26.)

Matt, xviii. 34. “  Except ye 
and become as little chil- 

dren, ye shall in no wise enter 
JNto the kingdom of heaven. 
Whosoever therefore shall hum- 

himself as this little child, 
same is the greatest in the 

klngdom of heaven.” (Mark x.)
Mark x. 7. “  For this cause 

shall a man leave his father and 
m°ther, and shall cleave to his 
'hf®; and the twain shall be- 
Com® one flesh.”

Matt, xxiii. 12. “  And whoso- 
®v®r shall exalt himself shall be 
tumbled, and whosoever shall 
humble himself shall be ex-alted.,;
U . )

(Luke yiv. 11 ; xviii.

Older W ritings.
Job. xxxviii. 41. “  Who pro- 

videth for the raven his food, 
when his young ones cry unto 
God. and wander for lack of 
meat.”

Psalm cxxx. 1-2. “  Lord, my 
heart is not haughty, nor mine 
eyes lofty; neither do I exercise 
myself in great matters, or in 
things too wonderful for me. 
Surely I have stilled and quieted
my soul...... My soul is with me
like a weaned child.”

Gen. ii. 24. “  Therefore shall 
a man leave his father and 
his mother, and shall cleave 
unto his wife : and they shall 
be one flesh.”

Prov. xxix. “ A man’s pride 
shall bring him low: but he that 
is of a lowly spirit shall obtain 
honor.”  (Psalm xviii. 27.)

Luke xiv. 5. “  Which of you 
•nail have an ass or an ox fallen 
'oto a well, and will not Btraight- 
j  ay draw him up on the sabbath 
d&y-” (Matt. xi. 11.)

Matt, xxvi. 24. "W oe  unto 
"'at man through whom the 
°n of man is betrayed. Good 

, cre it for that man if lie had not ,)een born.”

Deut. xxii. 4. “ Thou shalt not 
see thy brother’s ass or his ox
fallen down by the way...... thou
shalt surely help him to lift 
them up again.”

Enoch xxxviii. 2. “ ------those
who have rejected the Lord of 
Spirits. It would hare been 
better for them if they had never 
been burn."

Mark iv. 29. “  But when the Joel iii. 13. “  Put ye in the 
'"U is ripe, straightway he put- sickle, for the harvest is ripe

,nh forth the sickle, because the ...... for their wickedness is
atVest is come.”

aJ^ke xiv. 8-10. “  When thou 
o'dden of any man to a mar-

great.”  (Rev. xiv. 15.)
Prov. xxv. 6-7. “ Put not thy-

Place
oi<lri„

self forward in the presence of 
the king, and stand not in the 
place of great men : for better 
is it that it bo Baid unto thee, 
Come up hither, than that thou 
shouldest be put lower in the 
presence of the prince, whom 
thine eyes have seen.”

, ‘coaii, sit not down in the 
i"lef seat; lest haply a more 
potable man than thou be 
'dden of him, and ho that bade 

and him shall come and 
v to thee, Give this man

-...... But when thou art
l ' - " ’ go and sit down in the 
w f 8t ?*ace> that when ho that 

th bidden thee cometh. he
»ay to thee, Friend, go up ni8her,”  etc.

F,rorh the foregoing examples, and the passages 
a> a d y  noticed, it will, I th.nk, begin to be peremved 
Mhit a truly great “  rovolation ” Jesus has made toth, hum an race. A bracadabra.

(To be continued )

Iconoclasts’ Cricket Club.

g  Secretary:
• H. Nowson, 15 Avouuo-road, Hammersmith, W.

Captain:
E. Voigt, 14 Aynlioe-road, West Kensington. 

Treasurer:
2 Nowcastlo-streot, Farringdon-stroet, E.C.
tho promoters is that they may be the 

:ong movement for the rationalisation of tho 
^  the oncouragomont of games and recreations of 

^ch a S’ and they beliovo that the wide-spread adoption of 
th6 (,?10Votnent would deal a heavy and damaging blow 
All p 1Urchos and Sabbatarianism in particular. 

^ Dati0 ' e° ‘ b!Pker8 aro invited to become members or Rond 
>°tlDed * b̂o troasurer. Branches of the club could bo 
^on0c] la “ U parts if snflicient support is given. Tho 
Nay ^  have arrangod a complete list of fixtures and
t̂0t,hd at u B overy Sunday against other clubs on their own 

^Uitjou tianwoll. Practico is given to playors on Sunday 
f o s s i l  ♦ an<* ibo Captain will bo in attendance, whenever 

y j  °, ad*iso aud coach those players with less expen­
s e  pa °  Lina self, Tho subscription is very moderato and 
appear ¡j, half tho amount. Reports of matches will 

St tjj* tbe freethinker from time to time. The ground 
j ^ t  Part , ° Ve’ Ha.nwell, which is easily accessible from 
.°°k 0n H °* London. Freethinkers are cordially invited to 
*toIy. on Sundays and to cheer the Iconoclasts on to

” • A

Piï l‘ ‘on,

Correspondence.

SOCIALISM AND RELIGION.
TO THH EDITOR OF “  THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir ,— Your article in the last issue explains the whole 
situation, and is of the greatest interest and importance. 
The Socialist movement is slowly but surely being “  nobbled ” 
by religion. No effort as yet has been made by the leaders 
of Socialism to save the situation, but they appear to bo 
getting slowly absorbed, bag and baggage ; and the next thing 
to look forward to will be the edifying spectacle of leaders 
of religion dictating their own terms to the leaders of 
Socialism. The pity of it all 1 Within the last few months 
I attended a Socialist demonstration in the Coliseum, Leeds. 
The speakers were the Revs. R. J. Campbell, Stitt Wilson, 
and T. Rhondda Williams. Mr. Blatchford presided; and 
everything that your article contains was proved to the full 
at this meeting of about 4,000 people. Mr. Campbell, in his 
discourse, referred to the worthy chairman, whose views 
were pretty widely known ; but he (Mr. Campbell) hoped 
that the time was not far distant when Mr. Blatchford would 
embraco the New Theology, and Mr. Blatchford smiled tho 
smile that was to bo expected. At the time the next speaker 
was introduced he made no comment on it, and here was a 
glaring example of a parson being allowed to come into a 
purely secular movement and foist his own special brand of 
theology on to audience and chairman alike. Pamphlets 
were pushed round with such titles as Jesus Christ the First 
Socialist, etc. Now, if Mr. Blatchford and other leaders of 
Socialism cannot extricate themselves from their present 
position, they will either have to take a back seat or bo 
pushed out altogether. Socialism is being “  nobbled ”  by 
the clergy, to bo used as a buttress to decaying Christianity. 
They have fought against it tooth and nail for ages, and, as 
they could not kill it, they aro taking it over, to be tamod 
or starved to death ; and the fact of the clergy gushing on 
the one hand about Socialism, and men such as Blatchford 
and Thompson canting about religion on the other, is a fact 
that speaks for itself. A few years ago Mr. Campbell was 
brought to book for insulting working men in a sermon 
in tho City Temple. They aro now his “ dear comrades,” 
and they aro welcome to him. c  w  Styrino.

May 31,1908.

Founded on Falsehoods.

“  M i r a c l e s , ”  said Matthew Arnold in a celebrated passage, 
“  do not happen." The newest of new theologians echo the 
same cry. Yet one thing must bo ovidont to every unpre­
judiced observer. Christianity is based upon miracle. It is 
on tho truth or falsehood of miracles that the personality of 
Jesus must stand or fall. It was by miracles that he attested 
his divine sovereignty. It was by miracles that he won his 
first following. It was by miracles that ho proclaimed him­
self tho "  Sou of God,” and without the credulous beliof in 
tho miracles Christianity would have died a natural death in 
its first infancy. It is not, indeed, a creed of Love which 
has fascinated so many millions of humanity. Christ 
claimed that he was God, and his “  proofs ”  were that he 
multiplied loaves and fishes, healed tho sick, and brought 
back tho dead to life. Tho wholo question, therefore, is 
reduced to one of facts. If we can believo that Jesus was 
really born of a virgin, that he performed many prodigies, 
and that ho actually and finally left the oarth like a balloon, 
then we need not hesitate in accepting tho pretensions of 
Christianity. If, on tho other hand, we believe that natural 
law is never broken, or that tho proofs are inadequate, we 
need not pause to consider tho moral boauties of tho char­
acter of Jesus. We can no longer bow down before him as 
either incarnato God or even the wisest of men.

Obituary.

W k regret to announce tho death of a well-known and 
liighly-ostoomed London Freethinker, Mr. Jesso Hopkins, 
whoso cremation took place at Goldor’s Green on Saturday, 
May 23. Mr. Hopkins was seventy-six years of ago, forty of 
which were spent in the militant service of Freethought. 
He was for a long period a zealous follower of Mr. Brad- 
laugh, and to the end of his life he never neglected an oppor­
tunity of giving expression to tho faith that was in him. 
And it was in tho creed that sustained and comforted him 
in life that ho triumphantly died, heroically refusing the 
consolations offered him by Christian ministers.— L.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, eto. DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH
Notices of Leotures, eto., most reaoh as by first post on Tuesday 

and be marked “  Leotnre Notioe,” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.

BY

G. W, FOOTE.
Outdoor.

B ethnal Green B ranch N. S. S. : Victoria Park (near the 
Fountain), 3.15 and 6.15, Mr. Aldred.

Camberwell B ranch N. S. S .: Station-road, 11.30, W. J. 
Kamsey. Brockwell Park, 3.15, W. J. Ramsey.

W est H am B ranch N. S. S .: Outside Maryland Point Station, 
Stratford, 7, W. J. Ramsey, “  God and His Chosen People.”

W est L ondon B ranch N. S. S . : Hyde Park (near Marble Arch), 
11.30, a Lecture.

W oolwich B ranch N. S. S .: Beresford-square, 11.30, a Lecture.

COUNTRY.
E dinburgh B ranch N. S. S. (Rationalists’ Club, 12 Hill-square): 

Social meeting, Thursdays, at 8.15.

Outdoor.
E dinburgh B ranch N. S. S . : The Meadows, 3, a Lecture ; 

The Mound, 6.30, a Lecture.

H. S. W ishart’ s L ectures.
B olton: Tuesday, June 9, Town Hall Square, at 7.30, “ Free- 

Will and the Bottom Dog.”
W igan : Wednesday. June 10, Market Steps, at 7.30, “  Human 

Responsibility : To Whom ?”
R ochdale: Thursday, June 11, Town Hall Square, at 7.30, 

“ Poverty, Misery, Free-Will, and Determinism.”
L eeds: Friday, June 12, Town Hall Square, at 7.30, “  Mor- 

monism : A Study in Mental and Moral Philosophy.”

TRUE MORALITY;
Or, The Theory and Practice of Neo-Malthusianism,

IS, X CZLIZV1,

T H E  BEST BOOK
ON this subject.

Superfine Large-paper Edition, 176 paget, with Portrait and Auto­
graph, bound in cloth, gilt-lettered, poet free It. a copy.

In order that It may have a large circulation, and to bring it 
within the reach of the poor, I have issued

A POPULAR EDITION IN PAPER COVERS.
A oopy of this edition post free for 2d. A dozen copies, for dis­

tribution, post free for one shilling.
The National Reformer of September 4 , 1892, says: "M r.

Holmes’s pamphlet.......Is an almost unexceptional statement
of the Neo-Malthusianism theory and practice.......and through­
out appeals to moral feeling.......The special value of Mr.
Holmes’s servloe to the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human 
well-being generally is.just his combination in his pamphlet 
of a plain statement of the physical and moral need for family 
limitation, with a plain aooount of the means by which it can be 
secared, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the 
lowest possible prices.”

The Counoil of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. 
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very high terms. 

Ordert should be sent to the author,
J. R. HOLMES, EAST HANNEY, WANTAGE.

Be a u t i f u l  h o l i d a y  c e n t r e  (Dpau Forest,
Severn and Wye Valleys).—Spacious house, pretty grounds 

(altitude 600ft.): excellent piano, billiard-room, bath, tennis; 
good roads, magnificent scenery. Congenial Freethouglit company. 
Vegetarians accommodated. Boarders. 27s. week.—Photos, par­
ticulars, H allam, Littledean House, Newnham, Gloucestershire.

Being a Three Hours’ Address to the Jury before the Lord 
Chief Justice of England, in answer to an Indictment 

for Blasphemy, on April 24, 1883.
With Special Preface and many Footnotes.

Price FOURPENCE. Post free FIYEPENCE.

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street,

A NEW  PROPAGANDIST PAMPHLET.

Christianity and Social Ethics.
By C. COHEN.

SIX TEEN  PAGES. ONE PENNY.
(Postage One Halfpenny.)

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street,

A NEW (THE THIRD) EDITION
OF

FROM FICTION TO FACT-
By F. BONTE.

(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)

REVISED AND ENLARGED. 
SHOULD BE SCATTERED BROADCAST.

SIXTY-FOU R PAGES.
P R I C E  O N E  P E N N Y .

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 New6astle-stroet, Farringdon-street,

THE

MARTYRDOM OF HYPATIA I
OR, THE

DEATH OF THE CLASSICAL WORLD-

An Address delivered at Chicago by

M . M . M A N G A S A R I A N .

Will be forwarded, post free, for

THREE HALFPENCE-
T W O  SECULAR BURIAL SERVICES. By
1  Annie B-sant and Austin Holyoake. Large type, good 

paper. Price by post ljd ., from the N. B. 8. Secsktary, 2 New- 
oastle-street, E.C.

T he P ioneer P ress. 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-s

FLOWERS 0̂  FREETH0UGHT
By G. W . FOOTE.

First Series, cloth • - - • 2s. 6d.
Second Series, cloth • • • • 2s. 6d.

Contains soorea of entertaining and informing Essays and 
Articles on a great variety of Freethonght topics.

Colonel Ingersoll’s Last Leotur®’WHAT IS RELIGION/
T l̂igiO110

An Address delivered before tho American Free 
Association at Boston, June 2, 1890-

Price Twopence.
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T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y ,
LIMITED)

Oompanf Limited by Guarantee.
UtgUtered Office—2 NEW CASTLE STR EET, LONDON, JB.C, 

Chairman of Board of Directort—Mx. G. W. FOOTE. 
Secretary—B. M. VANCE (Miss),

18,8 Society vrau loaned in 18SB lo afford legal eeonrlly to the 
Tusition and application of fundB for Seonlar purposes.
Ihs Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Sooiety’B 
loots are:—To promote the principle that human oonduot 

nat  ̂ ^  baaed aP°n natural knowledge, and not upon super- 
« «  belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper 
d of all thought and aotion. To promote freedom of inquiry. 
0 promote universal Seonlar Education. To promote the oom- 

Uwf S80û ar âat*on of the State, eto., etc. And to do all such 
hold things as are conducive to such objeots. Also to have, 
Or h teoe*ve' and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised, 

bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of 
°o purposes of the Sooiety.

■■•ns liability of members is limited lo £1, In case the Sooiety 
II °dld ever be wound up and the assets were insufficient to oover 

Mr ê®—a roos* unlikely oontingenoy.
Members pay an entranoe fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent 

roarly subscription of five shillings.
. *he Sooiety has a considerable number of members, but a muoh 
®rger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be 
sWned amongst those who read this announcement. All who join 

Participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of tie te?onroea- It is expressly provided in the Artioles of Assooia- th Dsi 4 no member, as suoh, shall derive any sort of profit from 
, 6 "ooiety, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in 

y w»y whatever.
0 1 6 Society's affairs are managed by an elected Board of
j r®ot°rs, consisting of not less than five and not more than 

e|ve members, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) eaoh year,

but are capable of re-oleotion. An Annual General Meeting of 
members must be held in London, to reoeive the Report, elect 
new Directors, and transact any other business that may arise.

Being a duly regisiered body, the Seoular Bocloty, Limited, 
oan reoeive donations and bequests with absolute security. 
Those who are in a position to do bo are invited to make 
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society's favor in their 
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension. 
It Ib quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The executors 
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary oourse cf 
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in 
connection with any of the wills by whioh the Sooiety hBs 
already been benefited.

The Society's solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battoook 23 
Rood-lane, Fenchnrch-street, London, E.C.

A form o/ Bequeit.—The following is a sufficient form of 
bequest for Insertion in the wills of testators :—" I give and
" bequeath to the Seoular Sooiety, Limited, the sum of £ ------
"free from Legaoy Duty, and I direct that a receipt signed by 
"two members of the Board of the Baid Society and the Secretary 
" thereof shall be a good discharge to my Exeoutors for the 
" said Legacy.”

Friends of the Sooiety who have remembered it in their wills, 
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary cf 
the faot, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will 
(if desired) treat it as Btriotly confidential. This is not necessary, 
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get IobI or mislaid, and 
their contents have to be established by competent testimony.

Under the Ban of the London County Council.
T H E  P O P U L A R  E D I T I O N

[Bcviecd and Enlarged)
OF

BIBLE ROMANCES”u

BY

G. W, F O O T E
With a Portrait of the Author

Reynold»'» Newt-paper nays:— “  Mr. G W. Foote, chairman of the Secular Society, is woll known as a man of 
^optional ability. His Bible Iiomancet have had a large sale in the original edition. A popular, revised, and 
blarged edition, at the price of 6d., has now been published by the Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon- 
«oet, London, for the Secular Society. Thus, within the reach of almost everyone, the ripest thought of the leaders 

tnodorn opinion are being placed from day to day."

144 Large Double-Column Pages, Good Print, Good Paper
S I X P E N C E  — NE T

(Post Free, 8d)

t HE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.O.t h e  n e w  TESTAMENT MANUSCRIPTS :O R ,
Christianity Completely Undermined.

W I T H  F A C - S I M I L E S  O F  M S S .

By J O S E P H  S Y M E S .

A New Edition. Price THREE PENCE.
Post free, T H R E E  PENCE HALFPENNY.

PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEW CASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.
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ATHEISM AND MORALITY 2d., post id.
BIBLE HANDBOOK FOR FREETHINKERS AND IN­

QUIRING CHRISTIANS. A new edition, revised and 
handsomely printed. Cheap edition, paper cover, Is. 6 d .; 
cloth 2s. 6d., post 2id.

BIBLE ROMANCES. Popular edition, with Portrait, paper 
6d., post 2id. Superior edition (160 pages), cloth 2s., 
post 2id.

CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS. Second and cheaper 
edition. Recommended by Mr. Robert Blatchford in Ood 
and My Neighbor. Id., post id.

CHRISTIANITY AND SECULARISM. Four Nights- Public 
Debate with the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Paper, Is. ; 
cloth Is. 6d., post 2d.

CRIMES OF CHRISTIANITY. Hundreds ol references are 
given to standard authorities. No pains have been Bpared to 
make the work a complete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable 
Indictment of Christianity. The Tree is judged by its 
Fruit. Cloth (214 pp.), 2s. 6d., post 3d.

COMIC SERMONS AND OTHER FANTASIAS. 8d., post Id.
DARWIN ON GOD. Containing all the passages in the works 

of Darwin bearing on the Bubject of religion. 6d., post Id.
DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH. Three hours' Address to the 

Jury before Lord Coleridge. With Special Preface and 
many Footnotes. 4d., post Id.

DROPPING THE D E V IL : and Other Free Church Per­
formances. 2d., post id.

FLOWERS OF FREETHOUGHT. First Series, cloth, 2s. 6d., 
post 3d. Second Series, cloth 2s. 6d., poBt 3d.

GOD SAVE THE KING. An English Republican's Coronation 
Notes. 2d., post id.

HALL OF SCIENCE LIBEL CASE, with Full and True 
Account of the “  Leeds Orgies.” 3d., post Id.

INFIDEL DEATH-BEDS. Second edition, much enlarged. 
8d., post la. Superfine paper in cloth, Is. 3d., post lid .

INTERVIEW WITH THE DEVIL. 2d., post id.
IS SOCIALISM SOUND? Four Nights’ Public Debate with 

Annie Besant. Is., post lid . ; cloth, 2s., post 2Jd.
INGERSOLLISM DEFENDED AGAINST ARCHDEACON 

FARRAR. 2d., post id.
JOHN MORLEY AS A FREETHINKER. 2d., post id.
LETTERS TO THE CLERGY. (128 pp.). Is., post 2d.
LETTERS TO JESUS CHRIST. 4d., post id.
LIE IN FIVE CHAPTERS; or, Hugh Price Hughes' Con­

verted Atheist. Id., post id.
MRS. BESANT’S THEOSOPHY. A Candid Criticism. 

2d., post id.

MY RESURRECTION. A Missing Chapter from the Gospel 
of Matthew. 2d., post id.

PECULIAR PEOPLE. An Open Letter to Mr. Justice Wills- 
Id., post id.

PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM. 3d., post id.
REMINISCENCES OF CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 6d” 

post Id.
ROME OR ATHEISM? The Great Alternative. 3d., post Id-
ROYAL PAUPERS. Showing what Royalty does for tbe 

People and what the People do for Royalty. 2d., post id.
SALVATION SYRUP; or, Light on Darkest England. ^ 

Reply to General Booth. 2d., post id.
SECULARISM AND THEOSOPHY. A Rejoinder to Mrs. 

Besant. 2d., post id.
THE BOOK OF GOD, in the Light of the Higher Criticism. 

With Special Reference to Dean Farrar’s Apology. Paper’ 
I s .; cloth, 2s., post 2d.

THE GRAND ODD BOOK. A Reply to the Grand Old Man. 
An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone 
Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture. I s .; bound in clot“ , 
is. 6d., post lid .

THE BIBLE GOD. 2d., post id.
THE ATHEIST SHOEMAKER and the Rev. Hugh Price 

Hughes. Id., post id.
THE IMPOSSIBLE CREED. An Open Letter to Bishop 

Magee on the Sermon on the Mount. 2d., post id.
THE SIGN OF THE CROSS. A Candid Criticism of Mr- 

Wilson Barret’s Play. 6d., post lid .
THE DYING ATHEIST. A Story. Id., post id.
THEISM OR ATHEISM? Publio liebato between G. W.' 

Foote and the Rev. W. T. Lee. Verbatim Report, revise 
by both Disputants. Well printed and neatly bonne- 
Is., post lid .

THE NEW CAGLIOSTRO. An Open Letter to Madame 
Blavatsky. 2d., post id.

THE JEWISH LIFE OF CHRIST. Being the Sepher Toldot* 
Jethu, or Book of the Generation of Jesus. Edited, with a 
Historical Preface and Voluminous Notes, by G. W. Foo 
and J. M. Wheeler. 6d., post Id.

THE PASSING OF JESUS. The Last Adventures of ‘ bi 
First Messiah. 2d., post id.

WAS JESUS INSANE ? A Searching Inquiry into the Ment»* 
Condition of the Prophet of Nazareth. Id., post id.

WHAT IS AGNOSTICISM? With Observations on Haxle^ 
Bradlaugh, and Ingersoll, and a Reply to George J»° 
Holyoake ; also a Defence of Atheism. 3d., post id.

WHO WAS THE FATHER OF JESUS? 2d., post i f
WILL CHRIST SAVE US? 6d.. post la.WORKS BY COLONEL INGERSOLL.

A CHRISTIAN CATECHISM. One of the most useful and REPLY TO GLADSTONE. With a Biography by the late
brilliant of Colonel IngerBoll’s pamphlets. 6d., post Id.

ART AND MORALITY. 2d., post id.
A WOODEN GOD. Id., post id.
CREEDS AND SPIRITUALITY. Id., post id.
CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 3d., post id
DEFENCE OF FREETHOUGHT. Five Hours’- Address to 

the Jury at the Trial for Blasphemy of C. B. Reynolds. 4d., 
post id.

DO I BLASPHEME ? 2d., post id.
ERNEST RENAN. 2d., post id.
FAITH AND FACT. Reply to Rev. Dr. Field. 2d., post id.
GOD AND THE STATE. 2d., post id.
HOUSE OF DEATH. Being Funeral Orations and Addresses 

on various occasions. Is., post 2d.
INGERSOLL’S ADVICE TO PARENTS. Keep Children out 

of Church and Sunday-school. Id.
LAST WORDS ON SUICIDE. 2d., post id.
LECTURES. Popular Edition. Paper covers, Gd., post Id.
LIVE TOPICS. Id., post id.
MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE. An Agnostic’s View. 2d. 

post id.
MYTH AND MIRACLE. Id., post id.
ORATION ON LINCOLN. 3d., post id.
ORATION ON THE GODS. 6d., post Id.
ORATION ON VOLTAIRE. 3d., post id,
ORATION ON WALT WHITMAN. 3d., post Id.
REAL BLASPHEMY. Id., post id.

J. M. Wheeler. 4d., post Id. .
ROME OR REASON ? A Reply to Cardinal Manning- 

post Id.
SHAKESPEARE. 6d., post Id.
SKULLS. 2d., post id.
SOCIAL SALVATION. 2d., post id. ^
SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES. 136 pp.. on superfino

cloth 2s. 6d., post 3d. ; paper Is., post lid . Only c0-n¿tir16 
edition in England. Accurate as Colenso and as fasci 
as a novel. Abridged Edition, 16 pp. Id., post id.

SUPERSTITION. 6d., post Id.
TAKE A ROAD OF YOUR OWN. Id., post id.
THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 3d., post id.
THE COMING CIVILISATION. 3d., post id.
THE DEVIL. 6d., post Id.
THE DYING CREED. 2d„ post id.
THE GHOSTS. Superior Edition, 3d., post id
THE HOLY BIBLE. 6d., post Id.
THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH. 2d., post id. tba
THE LIMITS OF TOLERATION. A Discussion jd-

Hon. F. D. Coudert and Gov. S. L. Woodford. 2d.. I
THE THREE PHILANTHROPISTS. 2d., post l i d- „tore. 
WHAT IS RELIGION? Colonel IngersolTs Last Le-

2d., post id.
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 2d., P°at 4d' 
WHY AM I AN AGNOSTIC? 2d., post id.
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