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Religions are like glow-worms ; they reqtiire darkness 
0 shine in.—SCHOPENHAUER

The Slump in Belief.
Not v8ry long ago, the religious press was filled with
cpounts of the numerous accessions that were daily 

J"In8 made to the Christian ranks. At that time 
it 8, Torrey-Alexander Mission was in full swing, and 

had been preceded by the Welsh revival under 
£jVa® Roberts, as that had been preceded by the 
Ana (1-I5'ree Church Mission and similar movements.

h since these missions, that were, so it was 
a P°rted, securing souls by the thousand, leading to 
great spiritual revival, etc., there have been numerous 
SUrances that materialism is quite discredited, and 

,̂ ao higher spiritualistic philosophy has beenthe
all along the line. Of course, those who 

^  any conception of the facts of the case took all 
es6 statements for what they were worth, and 

all fKqUite con ên  ̂ Christian romancists get
Pr a satisfaction possible from their imaginative 
 ̂ 'rations. Pacts remain facts when all is said 

t ¿one, and the tendency of the age is not likely 
teli G.reYorsed by the ill-timed jubilations of hysterical 
t^'^m sts. It is less than a hundred years since 
Barf-k h°li° Church admitted the revolution of the 
So n aroun<  ̂^he sun, hut schoolboys knew it to be 

early a couple of centuries before.
Ca .Aiders knew all along what these Christian 
Ain 'Jres wore worth. While Messrs. Torrey and 
Sp Xander were preaching at the Albert Hall to 
•ish s Con8rega^ons» many of the daily papers pub- 
tpr ea ^be lie about packed audiences and crowds 
of rnea away. The same journals repeated the tales 
pat) 0rr°y’8 converts, although one or two of the 
OQe 8 rfeP0I,ted that Torrey seemed to be the only 
tyj|pPre8ent who could see them. He discerned them 
0)fA tbe eye of faith. Those who know how this 

bumness is run know how worthless these 
ligj, l®tios of conversion are. Apart from the positive 
8i0n 'vbich hardly any of these professional mis- 
t0 .?F8 shrink from telling, the genuine responses 
Hjjg .0 call for souls comes from those who visit 
as Sl°n after mission, getting saved at each, much 

Confirmed drunkard would make a round of the 
Uj0 lc'bousos, did a system of free drinks exist. The 
¡ j * ° n y  of the “  experiences ” recounted, and the 
^attlGal Phraseology used, are alone enough to show 

'ffQ are dea,bng with experienced hands at the 
^¡sv' ne  ̂ result of which is that all these
ti0ft f008 are run to provide a little mental dissipa- 
®8bt) a variefcy Christiana who are too mentally 
W J ° 8eek ifc, in other directions, and far too 
Onf] in soundness of character to develop the 
faQcfc. a healthy vice. Apart from this, their only 
8peei '°n is to provide employment for a number of 
Cert • lsts in revivalism, a class of men who would 
o c ^ ^ n o t  bo tolerated in a healthily-organised

cQi)raner. 0r later the Churches must take their 
QkrJ6 *n both hands and face facts; and the 
k k̂ tan World, in a leading article on the subject, 

fu 8ipomy view of the situation. It points out 
I 84 6 fl° uros the Wesleyan Methodist Church,

showing a decrease of 2,000 full members, 2,000 
junior members, and over 6,000 on trial, are dis­
quieting to all believers; the more so because the 
Wesleyan Church is symptomatic of the rest. The 
most successful cannot keep pace with the growth 
of population; the least successful show an actual 
decrease. When Freethinkers are asked for evidence 
of the success of their propaganda they might well 
point to these figures and these lamentations. Every 
person who drops out of the ranks of the believers 
does not chronicle his defection—very few d o ; and 
we have no penitent form and offer no encourage­
ment to personal “ testimony.” But the result is 
there, and is shown in the figures and in the laments. 
We fight with time and evolution on our side, and 
can afford to look with confidence to the result.

When it comes to deal with the causes of the 
Church slump, the Christian World appears to have 
some dim perception of their real nature, but 
obviously lacks the courage to press its suspicions 
too closely. It thinks that the rush from village to 
town, and even the migrations within the city from 
centre to suburb, may be responsible for much of the 
leakage. So, too, it may immediately, but not ulti­
mately. If religious belief was nowadays a matter 
of genuine conviction, and Church membership more 
than a social convention, these would not be at the 
mercy of a migration from village to town, or from 
city to suburb. It is really because religious belief 
is nowadays little more than a social convention, 
often supported from sheer mercenary motives, that 
when a man finds himself released from the social 
leash fuller play is given to his real feelings and 
opinions. It means that people can only bo kept up 
to the religious standard so long as coercion of some 
sort is applied. Abolish this, give each person perfect 
freedom of action, and churches and chapels would 
soon become howling wildernesses of empty benches.

So, too, with the cause found in the unpopularity 
of preachers or of sermons. Of course, the man and 
the message will always have its influence. Still, no 
one can study the modern pulpit without realising 
that what the people want is to be entertained, and 
what the most popular preachers do is to try and 
entertain them. The entertainment being given, 
people will go to church, other things equal, as they 
go to a music-hall or a theatre, and frequently stay 
away for the same reason.

The things named by the Christian World are not 
causes, but symptoms. The real causes lie much 
deeper than anything touched on by the writer of 
the article, and these are that the churches no 
longer possess any social or intellectual validity. 
Even ordinary people are beginning to realise that 
on no single subject of importance has any of the 
churches an independent message to deliver that is 
worth hearing. For all their science, their philosophy, 
or their sociology, they have to turn elsewhere. All they 
gets within the churches is a very faint echo of the 
best that can be got outside. They are so accustomed 
to this that they have ceased to regard it as in any way 
remarkable. Even in matters of religion they have to 
go to outsiders for the truest knowledge on the 
matter. Still, accustomed as people are to this, and 
assenting to it as they do, the absurdity of maintain­
ing an army of men with nothing important to teach, 
and nothing of any value to do, gradually forces 
itself upon them. People are no longer easily
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imposed upon by the supposed learning or power 
of the clergy. Outside influences teach them how 
much this is worth, and their own experience endorses 
it. If people read they would find that more can be 
got from a good book in an hour than can be gathered 
from sermons in a month. If they think, they 
realise what a game of makebelieve the whole 
thing is ; while a growing number agree with Ruskin 
that—

“ In general, any man’s becoming a clergyman in 
these days implies that, at best, his sentiment has 
overpowered his intellect; and that whatever the 
feebleness of the latter, the victory of his impertinent 
piety has been probably owing to its alliance with his 
conceit, and its promise to him of the gratification 
of being regarded as an oracle, without the trouble of 
becoming wise or the grief of being so.”

The Christian World writer thinks the position 
demands a search for remedies rather than causes. 
Rut to get true remedies one must have a knowledge 
of causes, otherwise little that can be done will be of 
avail. And in this case, the only remedies that 
would be of use are impossible. If the united action 
of the churches can possibly convert the globe into 
a plane, and set the sun travelling round it instead 
of it travelling round the sun ; if gravitation can be 
abolished, and mystical affinities reintroduced ; if 
causation can be replaced by miracle, and natural 
forces by spirits; if evolution can be replaced by 
special creation, and brain disease by demoniacal 
possession ; if education can be abolished, and heaven 
and earth repcoplod by the army of supernatural 
beings and powers destroyed during the develop­
ment of modern science, then the churches have a 
remedy, and one they would not hesitate to use if 
they could. But if these things cannot be done, 
then the case is truly hopeless.

For, really, nothing less than a revolution of this 
kind can ever give back to religion its lost power. 
All religion is built upon the belief that the world is 
ruled by arbitrary supernatural intelligence, and has 
no real validity apart from that conception. The 
clergyman is fundamentally the miracle-worker, the 
intermediary between man and the supposed super­
natural—for a cash consideration. This function is 
seen plainly enough in the savage medicine-man, it 
is almost equally evident with the Catholic priest, 
and it can be seen in the ordination of the Pro­
testant clergyman and in the “ call ’ ’ of the dissent- 
iug preacher. All the power and influence of the 
clergy depends upon this bolief, no matter how 
modified or disguised it may bo. But really edu­
cated people no longer believe in the intercessory 
power of the clergy. Nor can they look up to the 
clergy on account of their superior learning. This 
might have been done while education was the 
privilege of a few, and the ability to read or write 
suggested something of an occult quality. But read­
ing and writing is now universal. The clergy are no 
longer looked up to, they are rather looked down 
upon. No one of any standing values their opinion 
ai clorgymen, while as a class they are mentally 
inferior to any other body of educated men in the 
community. They have had their day, and can only 
maintain themselves by pandering to passion and 
prejudice, and acting as the protectors of interest 
that), but for them, might have long since dis­
appeared.

The problem for the Christian World to solve if it 
would save Christianity is, thc-n, simple—in state­
ment. It is to find out how to turn back the whole 
tide of civilisation and to re-create the mental and 
social conditions of the Dark Ages. Only this, and 
nothing more.

C. Cohen.

“  Nature’s Insurgent Son.”

St'CH is the present title of the Romanes Lecture at 
Oxford in 1905, delivered by Professor Ray Lankester, 
and now included in a volume just issued under the 
general title, The Kingdom of Man. It is worthy of 
notice that as an appendix to the lecture appears the

famous letter which Professor Lankester contributed 
to the Times on May 17, 1903, in criticism of certain 
notorious statements made by Lord Kelvin to the 
Christian Association at University College. Lord 
Kelvin had asserted that “ modern biologists aie 
coming once more to a firm acceptance of something) 
and that is a vital principle,” and that “ there 18 
scientific reason for believing in the existence of a 
creative and directive power.” The Professor me 
the first assertion in these words :—

“  I will not venture to doubt that Lord Kelvin haS 
such persons among his acquaintance. On the otue 
hand, I feel some confidence in stating that a more 
extensive acquaintance with modern biologists worn 
have led Lord Kelvin to perceive that those whom h® 
cites are but a trifling percentage of the whole. I a0 
not myself know of anyone of admitted leadership 
amoDg modern biologists who is showing signs of comiDn 
to a belief in the existence of a vital principle.”

T he second  assertion  was disposed of thus :—
“  The whole order of nature, including living aC(j 

lifeless matter—from man to gas—is a network 0 
mechanism the main features and many details of wm® 
have been made more or less obvious to the won derm,, 
intelligence of mankind by the labor and ingenuity 0 
scientific investigators. But no sane man has ever Pre 
tended, since Science became a definite body of doctrin®) 
that we know or ever can hope to know or conceive 0 
the possibility of knowing, whence this mechanism ha 
come, why it is there, whither it is going, and wha 
there may or may not be beyond or beside it which o 
senses are incapable of appreciating. These things a 
n o t1 explained ’ by Science, and never can be.”

Such extracts would be needless, at this time of daL 
were it not for the fact that the New TheologiaD̂ 
are continually telling the public that the Science ° 
to-day is decidedly on their side. But here is 
biologist, of first-class distinction, who unbesita' 
tingly and most emphatically repudiates their claiDL 
and boldly affirrns that “ Science proceeds on 1 
path without any contact with religion, and tba 
religion has not, in its essential qualities, anythin» 
to hope for, or to fear, from Science.” Professo^ 
Lankester adds the following significant statement i"'

“  Modern biologists (I am glad to be able to affirm) d° 
not accept the hypothesis of 1 telepathy ’ advocated J 
Sir Oliver Lodge, nor that of the intrusions of d>3° 
bodied spirits pressed upon them by others of the saD 
school. We biologists take no stock in these mysterm 
entities. We think it a.m ore hopeful method to ^  
patient and to seek by observation of, and experim®^ 
with, the phenomena of growth and development, , 

trace the evolution of life and of living things with® , 
the facile and sterile hypothesis of ‘ a vital princip1̂  
Similarly, wo seek by the study of cerebral disoas0 . 
trace the genesis of the phenomena which are supp°8 , 
by some physicists who have strayed into biolo8J « 
fields to justify them in announcing the ‘ discovery 
‘ telepathy ’ and a belief in ghosts.”

In the light of tho above quotations, we are 
prepared for the proposition that “ Nature,” ® 
understood by Professor Lankester, is “  a name 
the entire mechanism of the universe, tho cosrnos 
all its parts," and that consequently living . . 
and man have proceeded from an orderly ovoloL 
of Nature, and aro in no sense “ super” Dâ urap 
We are not surprised to read of “ tho origin of 111 j 
by the process of Natural Selection,” or that “ 
Selection, in the remote period known as the 1° 
miocene, began to favor that increase in tho a,z0 ct 
tho brain of a large and not very powerful seniicr 
ape which eventuated, after some hundreds of f“   ̂
sands of years, in tho breeding-out of a being * a ^  
relatively enormous brain-case, a skilful hand, a  ̂
an inveterate tendency to throw stones, 
sticks, protect himself in caves, and in gecei’a g0 
defeat aggression and satisfy his natural aPPeC,10lJe 
by the use of his wits rather than by strength ft g 
—in which, however, he was not deficient.” so ^ 
such way as that did the human race emerge “ 
tho terrestrial animal population,” which was i.rafl
controlled and moulded by natural selection.’ gĵ  
emerged “ with an educable brain of some five 0.1. t) 
times the bulk (in proportion to his size and wê e 
of that of any other surviving Simian.”
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Now man’s origin by the process of Natural Selec­
tion is only one chapter in his history. As soon as 
we begin to consider his further development and his 
diffusion over the surface of the globe, we open 
another chapter of immense interest and importance. 
At this point, however, we are struck by tho close 
resemblance between Professor Lankester’s lecture 
and the one given by Professor Huxley, under the 
®̂ Me auspices, in 1898, on “ Evolution and Ethics.” 
The two discourses are in essential agreement on 
every essential point. In both, man is considered as 
Part and parcel of Nature. It was Nature that pro- 
dnced him, and it is by Nature he is sustained. And 
y®t, strangely enough, each lecture detaches man 
from Nature, sets him apart from and above the 
cosmos, and speaks of him as opposing and setting 
aside many of Nature’s laws, as interfering with and 
Materially checking the cosmic process. Professor 
hankester calls him “ Nature’s insurgent son,” whose 
°oe ambition in life is to defy his mother to her face 
®Md trample her laws under his feet. Listen to 
this:—.

“ Nature’s inexorable discipline of death to those who 
do not rise to her standard— survival and parentage for 
those alone who do— has been from the earliest times 
plore and more definitely resisted by tho will of man. 
If we may for the purpose of analysis, as it were, extract 
Man from the rest of Nature of which he is truly a 
Product and part, then we may safely say that man is 
Nature’s rebel. Where Nature says 1 D ie !’ man says 
11 will live 1’ ”

But why should man, even for the purpose of 
halysisj be extracted from Nature, “ of which he is 

ó ^ ° dnct an  ̂ í>ar*) ^ b e  so dealt by, is fair 
either to Nature as a whole nor to man as one of 
Br products. To call him her “ insurgent son” is 

j insult to both. All Nature’s laws are absolutely 
exorable. Not one of them has ever been or over 

^n be broken. When Nature says to man “ Die,” 
j. nas no choice but to obey. If man manages to 
. Ve under conditions that are always fatal to animals 

Wer down in tho scale, it is not because he is 
Powerful enough to successfully sot the law at 
chance, but simply because his superior intelligence 
s discovered new methods of meeting its demands. 

, l£o all other animals, he lives because, and only as 
us, he possesses the requisite fitness; lacking 

ls, he must die like the rest. He survives in 
oessivo heat and cold, where other living things 
ust perish, simply in consequence of having found 
“ Means of protecting himsolf against them. His 

. , have shown him how to comply with, not how
°Vp*G> the law.
.Professor Huxloy said : “  Let us understand, once 
jj*.Ml, that the ethical progress of society depends, 
i ?n imitating the cosmic prooess, still less on 
, > n g  away from it, but on combating it.” But 

ut i8 tjj0 c0smi0 process? You have no right to 
8 e°c a certain section of Naturo’s mechanism and 
8  ̂ it, “ This is the cosmic prooess.” That chosen 
cp i may represent the cosmic process up to a 

rtain point in tho history of its evolution ; but if 
p is a product and part of Nature, his ethical 
jT°gress must represent the cosmic process at its 
j Suost and best. The cosmic process is a thing of 
tj^Merable ascending or descending degrees. In 

6 wii<jerne88 you see it in a low stage of its devoi­
rs while in the garden it has considerably
{ in tbo scale. Among tho lower animals, it is 
lia*>erfGct an  ̂ cru°i aQd disastrous; but in man it 
(v8 Cached a much higher degree of development, 
ev> h  still far from perfect. Surely advocates of 
jp Motion fall into grievous error when they “ extract 

11 r̂°m tho rest of Nature,” and then treat him as 
Se 0ufcsider in perpetual conflict with her. Such a 

¿ía^on cannot be made, oven in thought, except 
Uni, GxPonse of doing endless injustice to the 

Verse, which is one and indivisible.No-WtT’ \la n ’ s no  ̂Nature’s rebel, except to his own 
t^at h .benever bo becomes insurgent it is himself 
step f hghts against. It is not true that “  at every 
^ith0i k*8 progress man has receded further and 
NatQ»r fro*n the ancient rule exorcised by Nature.” 

0 la just as much man’s ruler as she is a

moth’s or a pigeon’s. Professor Lankester says that 
to “ suppose that man can ‘ return to Nature’ is as 
unreasonable as to suppose that an adult animal can 
return to its mother’s womb.” We say, on the 
contrary, that Nature’s rule is absolute, whether 
“ earlier ” or “ later,” only she rules all her products, 
her children, according to their respective consti­
tutions. The inevitable penalty of rebellion is death. 
Man’s normal relationship to Nature, according to 
George Meredith, is one of glad submission and 
active obedience. “ Obedient to Nature,” he says, is 
man’s true attitude—

“  Obedient to Nature, not her slave :
Her lord, if to her rigid laws he bows ;

Her dust, if with his conscience he plays knave,
And bids the Passions on the Pleasurers browse.”

Professor Ray Lankester’s discourse bristles with 
beautiful aud most valuable suggestions, especially 
in regard to the subject of education ; and his obser­
vations in tho sections on “ Man and Disease,” .and 
tho “ Influence of Oxford,” are both timely and 
practical, and ought to be seriously laid to heart 
But the whole lecture is vitiated, like that of his 
illustrious predeoessor, by the fallacy that man has 
triumphed, or is in the process of triumphing, over 
Nature, in that he has risen above the law of 
Natural Selection. The truth is, however, that man 
is, as far as we know, Nature’s crown and flower, 
and that his greatness is in proportion to the degree 
of his conformity to her laws :—

“  Deepest at her springs,
Most filial, is an eye to love her young.”

And her message to her son, Man, comes as the 
“ Voice of the conscience of Life,” Baying:—

“  Keep the young generations in hail,
Anti bequeath them no tumbled house ! ”

J. T . L l o y d ,

Campbellism,—Y.
— — ♦ —

XVIII.
I WAS pulled up last week, hy want of space, in 
criticising Mr. Campbell’s treatment of the problem 
of evil. I meant to wind up with a reference to 
Professor Walter Raleigh’s masterly and beautiful 
book on Shakespeare, which is the newest volume 
in the “ English Men of Letters ” series, having been 
published on April 28—tho Master’s deathday as it 
was also probably his birthday. In his noble pagos 
on Shakespeare’s supreme achievements, the great 
Tragedies in which all his highest and most charac­
teristic qualities are displayed, Professor Raleigh 
says that in them “ Shakespeare comes at last face 
to faco with the mystery and cruelty of human life.” 
“ A profound sense of fate,” he says, underlies them 
all; the mighty tides of being bear man with them, 
whether ho swim this way or that. When tho 
greatest of poets, and therefore tho greatest of men 
and thinkers, came to grapple with “ the ultimate 
problems of life he had the help of no talisman or 
magic script.” “ All doctrines and theories concern­
ing tho place of man in tho universe, and the origin 
of evil,” Professor Raleigh says, “ are a poor and 
partial business compared with that dazzling vision 
of the pitiful estate of humanity which is revealed hy 
Tragedy.” And surely ho is right. The pulpit 
rhetorician’s talk about the positiveness of good and 
tho negativenoss of evil, sounds like a dull and even 
impudent impertinence when Hamlet goes to his 
doom for others’ sins, when Othollo sobs out his 
passionate great heart over tho doad body of Desdo- 
mona, or when tho tortured old King Lear breathes 
his last upon tho silent lips of Cordelia. Those 
things raise in us not only tho pity, but also tho 
terror, which Aristotle saw was the proper work of 
tragedy. They remind us of “ tho mystery and 
cruelty ” of human existence. Before them the 
pessimist’s questioning eyes fall upon the blanched 
face of the optimist. There are more things in 
heaven and oarth than are dreamt of in his philo­
sophy.
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XIX.
Let us now turn to Mr. Campbell’s views on the 

Bible. He takes the position that God inspires men, 
not books. He says that “ the true seat of authority 
is within, not without, the human soul.” He affirms 
that “  God has never stopped speaking to men.” 
“ The Bible,”  however, “ is not infallible, for the 
simple reason that the human nature, even of wise 
and great men, is not infallible.”  Mr. Campbell 
thinks the Bible helps us more than other books; 
by us, of course, meaning himself and his fellow 
Christians. “ But when a modern preacher,” he 
says, “ dramatically declares that he takes his stand 
and bases his gospel on the infallible book, he is 
either a fool or—a rhetorician.” The “  supposed 
authority of the letter of Scripture ” is the most 
“ serious hindrance and stumbling-block to spiritual 
religion to-day.”

“  Never mind what the Bible says about this or that 
if you are in search of truth, but trust the voice of God 
within you. The Bible will help you in your quest, just 
as any good man might be able to help y ou ; but you 
must judge, test, and weigh the various statements it 
contains, just as you would judge, test, and weigh the 
opinions of the best friend you ever had.”

This is creditable, and sound enough, except for 
the theological phrasing. Mr. Campbell says “ trust 
the voice of God within you.” I should say “  trust 
the voice of Reason within you.”

In his concluding chapter Mr. Campbell speaks out 
still more creditably about the average Protestant’s 
attitude towards the Bible. After reading this pas­
sage I am not surprised at his joining the Secular 
Education League :—

“  The way the Bible is taught to young people at 
present is most regrettable, for in after years it leads 
them to doubt and distrust the very foundations of 
Christianity. If the teachers only had a little more 
intelligent acquaintance with the sources of the Scrip­
tures this danger would be avoided, and the Bible would 
become a far more interesting book both to young and 
old. At present it is interpreted by many people in a 
way which is an insult to the intelligence and harmful 
to the moral sense. Will anyone seriously maintain 
that the trickeries of Jacob, and the butcheries fol­
lowing the Israelitish invasion of Canaan, not to speak 
of the obscenities which are to be found in so many 
parts of the Old Testament, are healthy reading for 
children or a mark of Divine inspiration ? Is it not 
time we adopted the more excellent way of facing tho 
truth about the Bible records, and presenting what is 
valuable in such a way as to help and not hinder the 
growth of a true knowledge of tho relations of God and 
man.”

There are some strong words here. Trickeries— 
Butcheries—Obscenities. When these terms were used 
in the Freethinker, as they have been for twenty-five 
years, they were called false, ill-mannered, or blas­
phemous. Now they are adopted by the New 
Theology.

XX.
Mr. Campbell is to be congratulated on the easy 

freedom with which he can say hard things of the 
Old Theology. “  If the New Theology controversy,” 
he says, “  had arisen a few hundred years ago, theo­
logical disputants would not have wasted time in 
writing newspaper articles ; they would have met in 
solemn conclave and condemned the heretic to be 
flayed alive, or hung over a slow fire, or treated in 
some similarly convincing manner.” He even hints 
that “ some of them would like to do it now, but 
public opinion will not let them.” Yes, that is true; 
but this public opinion has been created by men who 
went before Mr. Campbell, and who were made of 
sterner stuff than he is. The men who were flayed 
and roasted a few hundred years ago; the men who 
went to prison afterwards, from Woolston and Annet 
to Holyoake and the last sufferers under the 
Blasphemy Laws; these men made it possible for 
the New Theologians to go about safely—in motor 
cars.

XXI.
Mr. Campbell is frankly heretical on many other 

points. He refers to heaven and hell, for instance, 
not as places, but as “ states of the soul.” He scorns

the cruel “ tender mercies ” with which “  theologian5 
have credited the Almighty.” He declares that the 
“ worst sin that was ever sinned does not deserve 
everlasting punishment.” “ Everlasting punishment, 
he says, involves God’s “ everlasting failure.” Beside5» 
he asserts, “ no one really believes it, and the Church® 
will have to give up professing to believe it.”

It does not require much courage to say these 
things nowadays. But it does require some sincen y 
to say them from what has hitherto been accounte 
an orthodox pulpit. Mr. Campbell is not exactly 
hero ; yet he is a far more honorable figure than s 
many of his fellow preachers who believe as muC, ’ 
or as little, as he does, but are too cowardly 1
say so.

XXII.
Everything ends, and so must this review of M • 

Campbell’s book. I shall proceed at once, therefore» 
to tho central point of tho New Theology. This 1 
not the “ immanence ” of God, but the “ divinity ® 
Jesus. Never has the world been divided up lD 
hostile sects over questions of abstract theology" 
Whether God is this, that, or the other, is ^  
academic question. It is the revealed religions-^ 
religions based upon Scriptures—that have set mao 
kind by the ears and drenched the earth with blo° • 
And those religions are always the most bigot® 
which, in addition to written revelations, have to 
personality of a dead man, or a man-god, at 
heart of their worship. This gives the human 
passionate element to such faiths. ,

Jesus, commonly called Jesus Christ, iB the vi* 
core of Christianity. Take him away, and Cbr> 
tianity becomes unthinkable. Fortunately in 1 
past, but unfortunately in the present, tho person 
ality of Jesus is associated with ancient fairy-tale • 
His career was miraculous from beginning to eu • 
He came into the world by a miracle, he left it by 
miracle, and he was a miracle-worker during " 
whole of his life on earth—or at least during tb 
part of it which is recorded in the Gospels. J 
Jesus of the New Testament is not a natural but 
supernatural personage. And in that one fact y° 
have the key to the success of Christianity in * 
ignorant past, and the pledge of its doom in t 
educated future. # .

Mr. Campbell sees the peril in which Christian1 y 
stands. His restatement of it in the form of 1 
New Theology is an attempt at rescue. No doubt 
believes he will succeed. I believe he is certain 
fail.

XXIII.
There is a certain acuteness in Mr. Campbel^ 

method of defence. He approaches his object fr°  ̂
both sides—like a general who wishes to surroon 
the enemy. First, he sots up a golden bridge betwee 
God and man. God and man are really one; 
came from God, and to God he will return. This 1 
not new, but by constantly emphasising it Mr. CamP 
bell gives it an air of novelty. “  What is our life b 
God’s ?” he asks. “ The spirit of man and the Sp*r 
of God,” he says, “ are one.” Well, I have the bon  ̂
to agree with him. I accept the statement—bu 
give it a different interpretation. Mr. Campbf. 
believes that man came from God. I believe * 
God came from man. Man has worshiped a Cre® 
but he created the object of his worship. Yes- 
spirit of man and the spirit of God are one.

; Because man’s soul is man’s God still,
What wind soever waft his will—

Save his own soul’s light overhead,
None leads him, and none ever led.”

Thus sings tho splendid poet of the Songs -  - jg 
Sunrise. And thus the cultivated mind of Europe 
coming to believe. <

But this, of course, is not Mr. Campbell’s &g

Befit*

He teaches the ultimate identity of God‘and man,, 
source and emanation; and his object is to estabh®0 
the “  divinity ”  of Jesus without any appeal to tb® 
supernatural. For, if we are all God, it follows tba 
Jesus was God too. Mr. Campbell would add “ 
more so ’ ’—though the statement is an odd ono. 10
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poetical sense one person may be more “ divine ” 
"ban another; but is this possible in a metaphysical 
sense ? Mr. Campbell thinks that “  it can hardly be 
seriously contended that a crocodile is as much an 
expression of God as General Booth.” But why not ? 
Ine mere statement does not carry conviction. It 
would,̂  indeed, be flatly contradicted in oriental 
Countries, where human egotism is less rampant 
chan it is in the West. To the eye of dispassionate 
rea8°n it would seem that, if God is the only eternal 
reality, one thing must be as much an expression of 
h'm as another. Whether it is a better or a worse 
°h0 is a quarrel amongst the expressions.

Bet us come closer to Mr. Campbell’s point. God, 
0 says, is “ essentially man.” He is “ the fount of 
utnanity.” “ With what God,” he asks, “ have we 
0 do except the God who is eternally man?” God 

“ the eternal Divine Man.” Can we do better, 
herefore, than “ think of him in terms of Jesus,” 

is “ the fullest expression of the eternal Divine 
an °Q the field of human history ” ?

‘ ‘ Jesus was God, but so are we. He was God 
because His life was the expression of Divine love ; 
we, too, are one with God in so far as our lives express 
the same thing. Jesus was not God in the sense that 
He possessed an infinite consciousness; no more are we. 
Jesus expressed fully and completely, in so far as finite 
consciousness ever could, that aspect of the nature of 
God which we have called the eternal Son, or Christ, or 
jdeal Man who is the Soul of the universe, and ‘ the 
hght that lighteth every man that cometh into the 
World ’ ; we are expressions of the same primordial
being.......the human and Divine were blended in Jesus
Without making Him essentially different from the rest 
of the human race.”

Ck • .Campbell may not know it—for, as a rule, 
Dstians do not seem to be well versed in Chris- 

a,n literature—but the primary substance of this 
k cract was stated more thoroughly and passionately 
.'Martin Luther—who would have looked upon the 
athor of the New Theology as a damnable heretic. 

18 is what the great “ Reformer ” said in his Com- 
entary on the Psalms :—

11 Whosoever doth not embrace and by faith lay hold 
on this man which was born of a virgin, they can novor 
believe in God ; but although they say they bcliovo in 
the Maker of heaven and earth, yet they do indeed 
believe in the idol of their own heart, for without Christ 
there is no true God.” 

again:—
“ For this cause I do so often admonish you, that 

Without Christ ye should shut your eyos, and say ye 
know no God besides him which was in the lap of tho 
*irgin Mary and sucked her breasts. Where this God 
Christ Jesus is, there is a God wholly, there is tho 
whole divinity, there is tho Father and tho Holy Ghost, 
without this Christ thero is no God.”

q Luther accepted the whole Gospel story. Mr. 
Q.^pbell does not. Luther deduced God from 
rp Hst. Mr. Campbell deduces Christ from God.

8re is an immense difference between these two 
. 8itions. Yet they both agree in one thing—the 
t a®8cendent, the overwhelming importance of Christ 

Christianity.
XXIV.

j., Mr. Campbell well says that “ the greatest subject 
. at at present occupies the field of faith and 
j^rals ” is that of “ the personality of Jesus and 

8 8ignificance for mankind.”

it.” He declares that the Nativity stories contra­
dict each other, and that “ no ingenuity can recon­
cile them.” He says that they “  belong to the poetry 
of religion, not to history.” He goes farther:—

“  It seems strange that a belief in the virgin birth of 
Jesus should ever have been held to be a cardinal 
article of the Christian faith, but it is so even to-day. 
There is not much need to combat it, for most reputable 
theologians have given it up, but it is still a stumbling- 
block to many minds.”

Mr. Campbell goes farther than that. He asserts, 
not only that the Virgin Birth is immaterial to 
Christianity, but that it really “ operates as a hin­
drance to spiritual religion and a real living faith in 
Jesus.” Accordingly he puts on record his own con­
viction that “ Jesus was the child of Joseph and 
Mary.” Tolstoy, it will be remembered, is even 
more merciless, and boldly declares his conviction 
that Jesus was the bastard child of Mary and a 
Roman soldier. And the joke is that Luther, Mr. 
Campbell, and Tolstoy are all Christians.

Mr. Campbell does not, apparently, believe the 
Resurrection story either. He says that the “ Gospel 
accounts of the physical resurrection of Jesus are 
mutually inconsistent, and no amount of ingenuity 
can reconcile them.” But something happened. The 
disciples were “ convinced that they had seen Jesus 
face to face after the world believed him to be dead 
and buried.” There is a “ widespread tendency 
among liberal Christians ” to try to account for this 
in some natural way:—

“  Thus we have the hallucination theory, the appari­
tion theory, the swoon theory, and others of a similar 
character. I suppose that most thinkers who take tho 
point of view of the New Theology would hold one or 
other of these explanations or some modification of 
them ; but I confess I have never seen the overwhelming 
necessity for doing so.”

The risen body of Jesus “ apparently possessed 
some new and mysterious attributes.” This gives 
Mr. Campbell the clue for a very windy theory, 
composed of questionable metaphysics, and what 
seems to me to be quite nonsensical talk about “ the 
fourth dimension.” The whole page shows what 
Mr. Campbell’s mind comes to when it works “ on 
its own.” It would be more to his credit if he 
betrayed a consciousness of the fact that behind all 
the rationalistic theories of the Resurrection is the 
vastly more important theory that the whole Gospel 
story is a dramatic fiction, a work of religious 
imagination, gradually wrought into its present 
shape during several generations, and finally sot 
forth in the Four Gospels by unknown literary 
artists. Most of the great cathedrals of Christendom 
were built during several generations, and we do not 
know the names of their architects. It is not sur­
prising, therefore, that the authorship of the Gospels 
should be unknown. In any case, it is this theory of 
the Four Gospels that towers over all tho others, 
and does away with the necessity of reconciling, or 
even discussing, the interpretation of different texts. 
Mr. Campbell recognises that the Virgin Birth 
belongs to the poetry of religion, not to history. All 
he has to do is to extend this idea to the rest of the 
Gospel narrative. It is very simple. And after all, 
as the French proverb says, it is only the first step 
that costs.

XXV.
“ Tho ultimate question for the Christian religion is 

"bat of tho place occupied by its Founder. Who or 
'vbat was Jesus ? How much can wo really know 
about Him ? What valuo does he possoss for tho 
tebgious consciousness of to-day ? All other questions 
about tho Christian religion are of minor importance 
compared with these, and if wo are prepared with an 
answer to these, we havo, by implication, answered all 
‘ bo rest.”

°rtb ifli’ then, do we know about Jesus ? The 
•h H?^0X an8wer *s that we know all that is written 
bei]> Mew Testament. But this is not Mr. Camp- 
Ijj 8 answer. When people quote Paul against 
a  ’ Lo says “ That is only Paul’s opinion.” When 

 ̂ fiaote the Gospels with respect to the Virgin 
and other wonders, he says “  I don’t believe

Mr. Campbell seeks to establish tho “ divinity ” of 
Jesus by unlimited and uncritical laudation. “ He 
was God manifest in the flesh,” we aro told, “ because 
His life was a consistent expression of Divine love.” 
He was not “ only a man.” He was “ the only Man” 
—the word being spelt with a capital M, as though 
that altered its meaning. “  We have only seen 
perfect manhood once,” Mr. Campbell says, “  and 
that was the manhood of Jesus.”

Christian apologists havo indulged in these assever­
ations ever since the attack on the supernatural Jesus 
became too obviously irresistible. Suppose he was 
not born of a virgin, suppose he did not rise from the 
dead, suppose he did not work miracles; still, he was 
a miracle himself—his character was superhuman.
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Such is the old argument, and Mr. Campbell does but 
give it another turn.

Now it is flattery to call this an argument. It is 
nothing but assertion, and it only satifies those who 
are already convinced. But this, indeed, is a 
common characteristic of Christian “  arguments.”

Freethinkers have always denied the “ perfection” 
of Jesus. Even a devout Theist, like the late 
Professor F. "W. Newman, wrote a studied im­
peachment of that “ perfection.” And how was he 
answered ? By silence. Christian apologists went 
on with their asseverations, as if nothing had been 
said to the contrary.

How was Jesus the only Man ? It can be proved 
from the Gospels—and there is no other authority— 
that he violated his own teaching; that he sometimes 
very foolishly lost his temper; that he used the 
bitterest language of hatred towards his religious 
opponents ; that on one occasion he resorted to 
downright violence, whipping the money-changers 
and dove-sellers out of the unsanetified precincts of 
the temple, where they were carrying on a necessary 
and reputable business; and that, at the age of 
thirty, when he was old enough to know better, he 
spoke unlovingly and disrespectfully to his mother. 
Had any other son said to his mother, “  Woman, 
what have I to do with thee?” the Christians would 
have turned from him with loathing and digust.

This may be called negative criticism. Let us, 
then, apply positive tests. The character of a Man 
(capital M, please) is displayed through the normal 
relationships of life ; as a son, a brother, a husband, 
a father, a friend, and a citizen. Jesus had no 
experience as a husband and a father. These are 
the most exacting relationships of life ; they make 
constant demands on intelligence and character; 
and until he has experienced them no man is ade­
quately known, either to others or to himself.

It may be contended that the best sayings of Jesus 
could only have emanated from a pure and lofty 
character. But he did not originate them. They 
were floating about in the E ast; they were the 
common possession of Jewish and Pagan moralists.

XXVI.
When wo are told by Mr. Campbell that “ the 

greatest moral and religious force in the world is 
embodied in the name of Jesus, and this by general 
consent,” the obvious reply is that the “ general 
consent ” of Christians proves nothing in favor of 
Christianity. For it is certainly not true that the 
“  general consent ” of the outside world supports Mr. 
Campbell’s tribute to his Savior.

Similarly, when Mr. Campbell says that “ history ” 
has settled the “  uniqueness of Jesus ”—that “ the 
civilised world has already made up its mind on that 
point ” and “  recognises Jesus as the unique standard 
of human excellence ”—it is obvious that by “ history ” 
he means Christian history, and by the “ civilised 
world ” the Christian world.

Mr. Campbell knows he is writing for Christian 
readers. lie would never venture to write in that 
way for unbelievers.

XXVII.
It may be admitted that Mr. Campbell is sincere. 

It may be admitted that he is not consciously 
intolerant. But the root of bigotry is in him, as it 
is bound to bo in all Christians. He denounces the 
doctrine of salvation by belief; ho affirms that “ the 
absence of a formal creed ” will not “ shut any good 
man out of heaven.” Ho is above the more vulgar 
bigotry of the orthodox. But he has a bigotry of a 
more subtle, and perhaps d more odious, character.

Take out of the world,” ho says, “ what Christian 
saints have owed to their fellowship with Jesus and 
there would be comparatively little of hopo’ and 
inspiration left.” While admitting Mr. Blatchford’s 
“  moral earnestness,” he claims him as an uncon­
scious Christian; which is one of those insolent 
compliments that Christians are so fond of per­
petrating. Mr. Campbell goes to the length of 
declaring that it is “ in the nature of things 
impossible to sustain a belief in a moral ideal with­

out some kind of belief in God.” All this means that 
Godites are necessarily more moral than Atheists. 
It is no use mincing matters; Mr. Campbell either 
means that or he is writing mere verbiage. And we 
tell him that this is bigotry—that he is playing the 
Pharisee—that he is shutting his eyes to the facts. 
Men of the loftiest character, both in England an 
on the continent of Europe, have been Atheists, 
will give Mr. Campbell their names if he asks foj' 
them ; and he will find, if he does not know, tha 
they were also distinguished for intellect and in the 
van of human progress. But I will end by referring 
him to the writings of Auguste Comte, who propose 
to reorganise the world, without God, by the system­
atic cultus of Humanity. Whether that great thinker 
was right or wrong is not the point. I draw atten­
tion to the fact that no one ever taught more firmly 
the sovereignty of ethics. His very watchword was 
“  Live for others.” He has even been called a 
fanatic of morality. To him the intellect was the 
servant of the heart; all thought and action shorn 
have a social purpose ; and the highest duty was/7 y 
service of man. The last phrase was employed by 
one of his English disciples, the late J. Cotte 
Morison, as the title of a remarkable book. S1IlC 
then it has passed into general use, and many 
Christians appear to think it comes from the Ne 
Testament. But it really comes from a Frenc 
Atheist—the founder of the Religion of Humanity-

G. W. F oote.

Acid Drops.

A Liverpool exborter, the Rev. T. E Ruth, was in Loud 
lately and preached at Westbourne Park Chapel, as one 
the supplies for the Rev. Dr. Clifford, who has gone abr° 
to spend that 41400 cheque presented to him for a holiday- 
We have been favored with a report of Mr. Ruth’s Bcr®°yi! 
which appeared in the Daily News, where wo must ha  ̂
overlooked it. Of course it is going back a bit to notm® 
now, but thore are a few things in it that are too good to 
neglected.

Mr. Ruth’s first sentence was this— “ The Christian is the
true Agnostic.” According to the reporter, these word3
“  attracted attention.” We should think they did. It 

w 0 on your head to draw a crowd.
Ruth might as well have said that “ Tho Agnostic is the t ^  
Christian.” But that might havo sounded “  too too 
though it is just as accurate.

Tho reverend gentleman’s second sentence rather qualid® 
his first. “ Tho reverent Agnostic,” he said, “ is the m 
who receives revelations.”  Very likoly. Tho “ revere® 
Agnostic is commonly a milk-and-water or a mako-bel* - 
person, and as likely to havo “  revelations ”  as any profe3?1 , 
religionist. But that, after all, is not the principal P°’ 
Wo wish to observe that Mr. Ruth’s theory about 
“ reverent ” Agnostic and 11 revelations ”  appears to ' cV?ujy 
the position that all tho old Bible prophets, who eerie ,’ 
had “ revelations,” must havo been “  roverent Agnosia 
Wo begin to understand tho origin of the tribe now.

himsCMr. Ruth rejoices in being a “ reverent Agnostic ”
It is such a relief to bo able to say “  1 don’t know ” an®

¡If.
ot

to keep up the reputation of a philosopher. “  Ask m°’ -veu 
reverend gentleman says, “  if God could not havo furk -ye 
everybody without making Christ die, and I can only 
tho wise Christian reply : ‘ I do not know.’ I know 
God holds the key of tho unknown, and I am glad. 
holds tho key—and Mr. Ruth and his like trade upon 
mystery.

The “ reverent Agnostic ”  game seems very ingeniou3 i * 
ry convenient. It saves tho preacher from tho d>fkcU 

having to be definite. “  I do not know much,”  M*- to 
said, “  of hell or heaven. If you had asked m° 'e ^ tb  
preach five years ago, I could havo told you all abou ^  
places with accuracy and confidence. But now I” j  pis 
n ow ! Fivo years ago Mr. Ruth would havo Para< jcdgo 
ignorance as knowledge. Now ho parades his kn° 
as ignorance. For he knows very well that heaven ® ¿pe 
are pious dreams. “  Reverent Agnosticism ” spares 
duty of telling tho truth.
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“ I know that here and now, in this service,” the reverend gentleman said, “ there is heaven and hell.” Quite so. Heaven and hell are not places, but states of mind. The 
happy man is in heaven ; the miserable man is in h ell: or, rather, heaven is in the one, and hell is in the other. But what has that to do with Christianity ? That is pure and 
simple Naturalism. ____

Mr. Ruth wound up with these blessed words : “  All God 
has shall one day be yours.”  Evidently the business of the 

of God is the same, yesterday, to-day, and for ever. 
They issue promissory notes— and their dupes cash them.

the foxes’ tails amidst the Philistines’ corn. We noticed one 
such the other morning in the Daily Chronicle. It was in a 
review of a Japanese book about Formosa, just translated 
into English. The reviewer started in this way :—

“ Japan retained her character as a barbarian nation so 
long as she merely excelled in art, literature, and the graces 
of social life. When, however, she proved her capacity for 
killing more Russians in a single battle than England and 
France could destroy in a year of fighting during the Crimean 
war, she was promptly admitted into the charmed circle of 
civilised nations.”

This is the plain, sober truth. And what a satire it is on 
Christian civilisation ”  1

May Meetings are now in full swing. One of them was 
the triennial conference of the Liberation Society. It was 
held at the Westminster Palace Hotel, with Mr. John Massie, 
M.P., in the chair. The menu opened, after the preliminary 
soup, -with a ]wrs d'oeuvre in the shape of a letter from the 
Rev. Dr, Clifford, who dated from Les Praz, near Chamounix. 
H Was one of those Nonconformist epistles which the “  Pas­
sive Resistance Cromwell” must almost have stereotyped. 
H started off with the usual blarney about “ England ” and 
"liberty,”  and ended up with some Christian talk about the 
Hval Church of England being “ the chief ally of the publi- 
âi>, the tipster, and the jerry builder.”  Which shows how 

they love one another. ____

Here is the Rev. Dr. Clifford’s top note :—
“ England needs her liberty. She cannot have it whilst 

her Parliament is entangled with the complex affairs of the 
Church, and dominated by the bishops. Slio is not free to 
speak her mind or execute her will or do her best so long as 
her hands are chained to political clericalism- It is the chief 
barrier to social progress. It blocks the way to the ameliora­
tion of the condition of the poor. It hampers the reign of 
justice. It prevents beneficent legislation.”

J?1/ Clifford could go on like that for hours, saying the same 
*ng over and over again. All he means is, “  Damn the 
hurch of England.” When that Church is disestablished 
 ̂ disendowed—that is to say, when the Nonconformists 
Dock her down and go through her pockets— and Noncon- 
orrnist religion, in the form of Simple Bible Teaching, is 
j ablished and endowed in the State schools—all will be 
0r the best in the best of all possible worlds.

6 want to see England freed from Cliffordism as well as 
°*u Anglicanism. Ono is just as much an enemy of real 

tigress as the other. And it is the plain truth that 
‘«Mdism is in ono respect worse than Anglicanism; itn 3 _ " ‘ u m  1 1.1 U U U  l U o p C G U  V Y U lD U  u u t v i i  a u g n e f t u i o u j  ) aw

ha , hypocrisy to all its other vices. For years Dr. Clifford 
jj 8 been talking about “  Secular Education.”  Of course 
sn'J6? me&nt a word of it— and we always said so. It v

ho
was(,• —■''«uu u nuivi V/i  uuu ri u u in u ja  ouau ow.

att • clo8i8ned to keep the real Secular Educationists from 
tb ‘lc^'n8 his “ Progressive ”  policy as a rival usurpation to 
j at °f the “ Moderates.”  When the Secular Education 
it â aI® Waa started he wroto to say that he could not join

?s. the Secular Education he was in favor of included the 
His hand was forced, and hehaa8*°us use of the Biblo I 

‘ ° show his cards.

j, Mr. Lloyd-Georgo, who could not attend the Liberation 
bGClety’s Conference, sent an “  important ”  letter, in which 
Ho aDu°unced that “  the Prime Minister has definitely 
, bused to take up the question of Welsh Disestablishment 
5 "Qg < - -H, ,u° earliest possiblo moment.”  Such an announcement, 

f0t 8 °-t such a gathering, shows that wo have a Noncon- 
tkn Government in power. That is the real reading of

Jj H- Lloyd George went on to speak about religious equality. 
Mo/8 grcat on this subject— after the fashion of his pious 

’ the great Dr. Clifford. Hear him :—
" The friends of religious equality throughout the kingdom 

“h°uld bo prepared to redouble their efforts. The schools of
ih° land aro not yet free...... We must secure religious equality

M’h Ul the relations of the Stato.”
"di&i rcally means is that the Anglican Church must be 
to c , and that Nonconformist religious teaching must
'’hat i ished in a11 Stat0 schools- This’ of courso- ia not 
¡Uva, 10 says; but professional politicians are masters of 

Ol8bous language.

abou? „  0 repeatedly said that the “  glorious free press ” is 
arG , ‘ ho greatest fraud of modern times. Both adjectives 
t o C ^ h 'y  falso. The press is not glorious—for it has no 
bebpa 10ns, only party policies; and it is not freo—for 

tvA tlle editor and his staff aro the business manager
i * >  Proprietors. Tho “  glorious freo press ” is a glorious 

• ior “ burking ” every vital idea and boycotting 
4 'vor]Vlt?'1 caus0- Hut now and then a journalist sneaks in 

u of his own, which should act as Samson’s brands in

The late William Whiteley’s grave in Kensal Green has 
been overlaid with a sumptuous white marble monument, 
which will make it very difficult for him to get up when 
Gabriel blows the resurrection trumpet. The inscription 
gives his name, date of birth, date of death, and the text 
“  The Lord Helped Me.” Not at the finish 1 A little help 
from the Lord during that interview with Rayner would 
have been very acceptable. But the help of the Lord could 
never be counted upon. For this reason, no doubt, when 
people say, “ The Lord help you,”  they mean you will 
probably have to pass in your checks.

“  Living Statuary ” — a very nonsensical phrase— is exciting 
a good deal of controversy. Perhaps it is owing to Mr. 
Stead’s absence in America. He went there in the interest 
of peace, and war has broken out behind him. Before he 
left England he wrote out a nice certificate for “  La Milo.” 
Her performance was elegant, artistic, and pure; which wo 
dare say it is, though we have not seen it. But all the 
puritans are now up in arms against this form of popular 
entertainment. Of courso tho newspapers are printing the 
opinions of “  eminent ”  people on the subject. Perhaps tho 
neatest thing camo from Mr. James Welch, the actor. 
“  When I  see tho same huge crowds round a piece of statuary 
in a gallery or the British Museum,”  he said, “  I will then 
be convinced that tho crowds which nightly gather to see 
the so-called living statues do so with no other idea than 
that of a love of art.”  Perhaps tho most characteristic 
thing came from tho Rev. Scott Lidgett, the Nonconformist 
preacher. “  I am entirely opposed to living statuary,” he 
said. Of course he is. That goes without saying. If the 
truth were told, he is “  entirely ”  opposed to all but religious 
entertainments. Ho reminds us of a mot of Charles Lamb’s. 
A lady poured into his ears the praises of her favorite 
preacher ; and noticing the look upon his face, Bhe said, 
“  Ah, Mr. Lamb, you do not know him.” “  No,”  said Lamb, 
“  but d-d-damn him at a venture.”  Mr. Scott Lidgett is 
ready to damn any music-hall performance at a venture.

Lord Hugh Cecil and tho High Church Party very properly 
inform tho Premier that if tho M’Kenna Bill is carried they 
will bo obliged to refuse payment of the Education rate, just 
as the Nonconformists have been doing. And wo shall be 
very glad to see them playing tho game. It will hasten tho 
victory of Secular Education. Wo should not be surprised, 
indeed, if tho High Church Party wero to go straight for 
Secular Education, if tho M’Kenna Bill is carried, as their 
ono way of dishing tho Nonconformists, and dishing them 
triumphantly. _ _ _

A fatuous lettor on this subject appeared in the Daily 
News, evidently from a Nonconformist pon, though the 
writer concealed his identity under initials, which may or 
may not bo his own. This gentleman asks why tho Church 
Party aro waiting ; if it is a matter of conscience, and not of 
convenience, they should act at onco ; just as Freo Church­
men did, who “  had resource to Passive RcsiBtanco in obedi­
ence to conscience and not through mere dislike to tho 
existing law.” Now this is untruo. Nonconformists paid 
their rates and taxes for thirty-two years, although the 
same teaching went on in Church schools that goes on now. 
They simply struck when their leaders saw that tho Tory 
Government was weakening, and that there was a prospect 
of a general election putting a Liberal Government in power. 
Tho price of their assistance was tho promise (behind tho 
scenes) of a Nonconformist Education Bill, to take tho place 
of the Church Bill of 1902. And that price was laid upon 
tho table ; only the House of Lords intervened, and preven­
ted tho Nonconformists from taking it up. But it was tho 
expectation of turning out the Tory Government, and 
returning a House of Commons with a Liberal majority, 
containing a majority of Freo Churchmen, that was tho real 
inspiration of the Passive Resistance movement. Had it 
been a puro matter of conscience, some of the Nonconformist 
leaders would have found their way to prison ; whereas they 
have all stopped outside tho gates and prayed for their 
dupes who have gone inside.
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When the Armenian atrocities were on the carpet the 
calls from the religions press for the British Government to 
apply forcible measures to the Sultan were loud and frequent. 
Following the revelations of the tortures in Eussian prisons 
—far worse from many points of view than the “  Turkish 
atrocities ”—the Life o f Faith sees in it “ a call to earnest 
and urgent prayer that God would interpose.”  Which is all 
the difference between dealing with Christians and non- 
Christians.

Much the same thing is observable over the Congo troubles. 
All the May Meetings are protesting on the matter, and 
growing wildly and indignantly enthusiastic over the villainy 
of that Christian monarch, King Leopold. The House of 
Convocation said the other day that the outrages on the 
natives were the greatest obstacles to missionary work on 
the Congo—which reveals the business interest these gentle­
men take in the matter. They can rouse the meetings to a 
pitch of enthusiasm over the doings on the Congo. They 
could do the trick equally well over the Armenians; and 
they would be equal to repeating the performance if it was 
imagined that the inhabitants of Mars were being ill-treated. 
But did anyone ever hear of these gatherings being equally 
aroused over any injustice or wrong-doing at home ? That 
is a horse of quite another color. The one subject on which 
these clerically-organised meetings have “  enthused ” has 
been the question of an Education Bill, and that only because 
it has a purely professional aspect which appeals to them. 
If it were not for this they would show just as much interest 
in education as they do in sanitation or housing.

The Archbishop of Canterbury invites everybody to make 
the Hague Peace Conference the subject of their prayers. 
We regret to see his Grace taking so hopeless a view of the 
situation.

remain at home. We have no doubt that an appeal for 
funds to Mr. Harry Thaw or to ex-Mayor Schmitz would 
bring a ready response in the shape of a substantial donation.

When Mr. Wilson Barrett produced Hamlet, it will be 
remembered he added to the gaiety of the country by 
describing how, when a mere boy, he went down upon hi 
knees outside a theatre and swore to play the part of the 
Prince of Denmark. He not only swore to do so, but, worse 
still, did it. Now the Kev. F. B. Meyer says that when M 
was a little boy he swore, after listening to a certain preach0r, 
to become a Baptist minister. And, in his case too, the 
ambition—at the side of which the resolve to play Hamle 
shrinks into nothingness—was realised. Both vows nius 
have been taken at somewhere about the same time— whw 
reminds one of the independent discovery of the nebula 
origin of the solar system by Kant and Laplace, or 0 
natural selection by Darwin and Wallace, or of the dis­
covery of Neptune by Adams and Leverrier. Great miuo 
often run in couples. By the way, there were some people 
who did not believe the Wilson Barrett story.

We breathe again! The atrocious charge against tbo 
Socialists, who carry on Sunday-schools in certain County 
Council school buildings, of teaching Atheism is utterly 
false. Mr. Eussell informs his fellow Councillors who are 
on the Education Committee that “ there is not an atom 0 
truth in the report that these people encouraged atheist* 
teaching.”  He has been through the Labor hymn-b°°K’ 
and it contains “ thirty-eight hymns in which a direc 
reference to the name of God is used,” while “ in one 0( 
the hymns the name of God is mentioned twelve times- 
That is once for every month in the year. What more u 
they want ? As we said before, wo breathe again.

“ The Salvation Army and Trade ”  is the title of a leading 
article in a recent number of the Drapers' Becord— with 
special reference to Mr. John Manson’s scathing book. Our 
contemporary says that the Salvation Army “  blend of 
religion with business is most objectionable.” And it 
wonders why the “  Army ” doesn’t reply to grave criticism.

Colonel Lamb, of the Salvation Army Emigration Depart­
ment, replying to a charge of the Army having left a party of 
emigrants stranded until attention was called to the matter, 
says that the Army does not guarantee work for anyone, 
except on the land or in connection with the railways— 
which, we believe, can be obtained without any assistance 
from the Army. Colonel Lamb also says that last year the 
Army sent out over 12,000 people. Probably; but what 
many of the public would like to know is, how many of 
these people paid their full fare, and what was the amount 
pocketed by the Army in the shape of commission ? We do 
not believe the Army will reply, because a truthful answer 
would show that only an insignificant number were financially 
helped, and that the Army is doing a largo emigration busi­
ness, and collecting funds by fostering the impression that it 
is a charitable affair. We should also like to know from 
Colonel Lamb precisely what advantages are offered by the 
Army Emigration Department over those offered by any 
other shipping or emigration agency. Many of the shipping 
agents have challenged General Booth to say what these 
advantages are, but no answer has been forthcoming. All 
the public gets is a statement of how many have been sent 
away— without being told that, except for one here and 
there, all have paid full fare out—while the odd case or so 
that has been assisted, by money lent, is held up as typical 
of the whole. Good old General Bluff 1

On the boat on which Mr. C. F. Aked went to America a 
concert was given in aid of a benevolent institution. When 
the question of a chairman was raised, Mr. Aked suggested 
to the committee that the most self-important man on board 
should be elected to the office. Whereupon the committee 
gave a unanimous vote for Mr. Aked. And the rev. gentle­
man duly presided.

Several ministers inform the editor of “  The Churches ’’ 
column in the Daily News that they « invariably present 
petitions to the Almighty on behalf of writers for the Press.’ 
But did not General Booth once say that they were past 
praying for ?

The Highland Times reports the annual meeting of tb0 
Free Church Synod of Moray. Tho subject of “ Keligi?n 
and Morals ”  was dealt with by the Eev. Murdo Mackenzie, 
who declared his candid opinion that “  religion was not 
making progress, but rather it was decaying.”  When he 
was a boy he was afraid to bo out on tho Sabbath unless ho 
was going to church. Matters were very different now-
Here the speaker must have dropped a tear, As soon as be
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recovered he denounced cycles and motor-cars as 1 * 
greatest desecrators ”  of the Sabbath unless (mark^ thisi • 
V they were used for going to the worship of God.” _ ~ \ 
amount of labor is legitimate on the blessed Sabbath if 
is the end in view. Well, tho Eev. Murdo Mackenzie n 
our sympathy. We arc sorry for his sako that religl0D 
decaying. For other reasons we are glad.

Jesus Christ must look to his laurels. One of his fi^e3, 'S 
the Prince of Peace. This title Herr Stolberg ^Verniger0“  ' 
President of tho Eeichstag, accords to Emporor William-

Eev. Henry Frederick Hopkins, of Haddon Hall, Clm1® 
church, Hants, of the Church of England, left ¿£188,647. 
shudder to think of the warmth of his reception in the oth 
world.

In the May number of the Christian Clarion, we read ¡"V  
“ The Freethinker has opened its columns to a v*r? tnt 

attack upon our Pastor, and at this we arc not surprised, ^  
Mr. Guttery does not shrink from denouncing infidelity 
rankest folly.“

But if “  atheism is going out of vogue ”  why is our plions
contemporary so upset ? Virulent, indeed 
wants a few more lessons in criticism.

Mr. Guttcty

Brother Jonathan and Brother Bull aro very much alike 
in some things ; and it is not to be expected the revelations 
of “  high life ”  in connection with the Thaw trial, and of 
those concerned with the municipal corruptions of San 
Francisco, Chicago, and elsewhere would bo without conse­
quences. So profound an influence have these things exerted 
that public dinners have been held, and drawing-room 
meetings organised, all with a view of initiating a national 
laymen’s movement for the extension of the foreign mis­
sionary movement. Fifty men are to set out, at their own 
expense, to discover in what way the poor benighted heathen 
can be converted into a passable replica of the American 
Christian, and report to their anxious fellow-countrymen who

The Church Missionary Society held its annual 1jtiee Q̂0. 
at Exeter Hall. Its accounts showed a deficit of 
Sir John Kennaway, the chairman, moved a long resold'1 j 
“ noting with sorrow the continued insufficiency both 
income to meet expenditure and of tho greatly rc 
capital fund.” Unless this is remedied thousands of heath 
will go to the wrong place. What is worse, many 10 
sionaries will lose a good job.

big
London Congregationalists are going to organise a 

Missionary Exhibition for 1908. Thero will be everyth* 
there but converts.
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.
N. L e v e y .— Pleased our notice brought you over two stalwart 

“  saints ” from Falkirk.

May 19, N. S. S. Conference.

T o C orrespondents,

—Determinism and Predestination are very different 
l“>ngs. One is natural causation, the other is supernatural 
out ion. You might as well say a man is as free in prison as 
f  ls outside, because in either case he is subject to the “ laws ” 

nature. Of course you have a right to believe determinism 
o be false and injurious, but you have no right to expect that 
e mere repetition of your belief will make any impression on 

s- As to “ paralysing human effort,” has determinism para- 
ysed our effort? Did it paralyse Voltaire’s, or Bradlaugh’s, or 
ngersoll’s? Did it paralyse Shelley’s, or Robert Owen’s, or 
ohn Stuart Mill’s? Aren’t you talking nonsense this time? 
uh regard to Mr. Campbell’s book, we don’t consider it of 

ny more intrinsic importance than you do, and we said so at 
e outset; but we also gave our reasons, which you over- 

ookecb for dealing with it at considerable length. If we con- 
1 n®“  °ur attention to great Christian utterances, we should not 

ad a very active life.
■UiEB F itton.—We are sorry to hear that the Porth Branch 

i no  ̂ma'ie headway. Something could be done for South 
"ales now if the local “ saints” would pull themselves together; 
ve mean that assistance could be rendered from headquarters. 
. 1 you come up to London at Whitsuntide you will be able to 
'car Mr. Foote at Queen’s Hall without any “ permission,” and 

you tell the Secretary that you are certainly coming she will 
'ave a seat for you at the meeting. We cannot alter the rule as 
o the Conference. It is a business gathering for members of 
10 N. g. g . only. You can qualify for admission by joining the 

g 001ety through headquarters.
• J. Sharp.—The “  eastward position ” in churches is a relic of 
dcient sun-worship. The east is where the sun rises. Some 
ay that the “  eastward position”  means looking towards the

*~°ly City, but that is all nonsense, for the custom is of imme­
morial antiquity—and Jerusalem isn’t exactly east of every 

j  P°t m Christendom.
• R. H.—Your letter got overlooked. We hope this will meet 
your eye. Glad to hear that you started reading the Freethinker 
„ the beginning of the present year, that you think it

splendid,” and that you expect by its aid to become a more 
useful member of society than you have been. With respect 
0 your queries, there is no biography of Ingersoll published 

but there is one of Bradlaugh by his daughter, and a small 
Useful Life of Voltaire by J. M. Wheeler—tbo latter published 
. 0ur office. There are many sketches of historic Freethinkers 

ltln our Infidel Death-Beds.
1 ®— The brain sensates through the sensory nerves ; that it 
mw no feeling in itself, simply means that it cannot sensate 

, wnbout them. Write whenever you wish to.
E. Quirk.—You can get back numbers of this year’s Free-. J , X VU OUlll UUIOIV UU1UUCIO VI ViilO  ̂VWA D X I M,-

"■inker from our office. Pleased to have your interesting letter 
Containing an account of your experience at Mr. Lee’s meetings 
f, . Aberdeen. We never heard before that he boasted of 

'nfidel ”  converts. It seems to be a common practice in hisProfession.
^nnioTi.—gee paragraph. Thanks.

' "• Henderson.—We have often referred to the Christian non- 
?®nse about Muller’s Orphanage, which no doubt does good in 

way. It is said that he never advertised his wants. He did 
Better. He set hundreds writing about him as the man who 
l6ver advertised, and got the best advertisement in the world 
°r nothing. It was a policy that could only be persued success- 

J?Py by one person. Dr. Barnado saw that, and advertised his 
^rtotnes in the ordinary way.

’ H. Rosetti.—We could wish a better authority for the para- 
j  Sraph. The paper you took it from is notoriously—inaccurate. 

'jjT Elstou.—Shall be very happy to see you, and any of your 
“ ®'vcastle colleagues, at the Conference. Your notes on the 
°Unday Observance meeting shall appear in our next. We had 

p to settle all the space for this number before going to Liverpool. 
q' Razin.—We think the price is 10s. Gd.

' Sharhan.—The C. D. Thomson, who is paraded as a con-
®̂rt from Atheism, is a young man of no particular importance, 
ye never heard of his “ lectures and speeches ” before. Chris- 
la,lls seem thankful for very small mercies.
' R* B all.—Many thanks for cuttings.
Jacob.—The subject is rather off our beat.
Rrouou.—We had already written to Mr. Blatchford. Thanks 

p the same. Cuttings are welcome.
' H. P erkins.—Glad to hear you say, after twenty-five years’ 

p <:xPerience, that the Freethinker is “ once used always used.” 
1verpool F riend.—The “ authorities ” do not allow the Secu- 
arists (like other bodies) to sell litorature at the Picton Hall 

“'eetings. Twelve hundred copies of the Freethinker were given 
j  'Vay outside. Expensive—but necessary !
'tl,' —Shall be sent as desired. Glad you are enjoying

ne Campbell articles “ immensely,” and think Mr. Lloyd’s last 
■aide “  really fine.” We cannot say at present whether Abra- 
^Jabra’s new series of articles will appear in a separate form.

' • Jones.—Thanks, but too late for this week; some will do 
Qest week.

G. Davis.—He never wrote for us. A man does not “  write for 
us ” because we print his letter in “ Correspondence.”

T h e  S ec u lar  gociETY, L im it e d , office is at 2 Newcastle-street, 
Farringdon-street, E.C.

T he N ational Secular Society’s office is at 2 Newcastle-street, 
Farringdon-street, E.C.

L etters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed 
to 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

L ecture N otices must reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon- 
street, E.C., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be 
inserted.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking tho passages to which they wish us to call attention.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Freethought Pub­
lishing Company, Limited, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon- 
street, E.C., and not to the Editor.

Persons remitting for literature by stamps are specially requested 
to send halfpenny stamps.

T he Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing 
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:—One year, 
10s. 6d.; half year, 5s. 3d. ; three months, 2s. 8d.

Scale of A d v e r tise m e n ts  : Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every suc­
ceeding ten words, Gd. Displayed Advertisements :—One inch, 
4s. Gd. ; half column, £1 2s. Gd. ; column, £2 5s. Special 
terms for repetitions.

Sugar Plums.
— f—

This week’s instalment of our review of Mr. Campbell’s 
New Theology is the last. It is unusually long, but there 
were reasons against breaking it. One reason is that we are 
glad to have done with it, and to get on with something else. 
Another reason is that we did not want it to run beyond the 
present number of the Freethinker. Next week’s is the 
“  Conference ”  number, and we want it to bo special, as far 
as possible, from beginning to end.

The sudden warm weather on Sunday was not favorable 
for indoor meetings; nevertheless Mr. Footo had fine audiences 
at the Picton Hall, Liverpool. The large gatherings were 
more than sympathetic, they were enthusiastic, and the 
Branch was delighted with the day’s proceedings. Many 
questions were asked after both lectures and there was also 
some opposition. Mr. Foote’s replies seemed to give great 
satisfaction. These very successful gatherings end tho 
Liverpool Branch’s public work for the present. Lectures 
will bo organised for next winter, beginning in September. 
Meanwhile the Branch meetings will be only occasional and 
confined to members.

Mr. Foote’s attention was drawn by a questioner after the 
evening lecture to a statement in tho Clarion to the effect 
that he had suggested that Mr. Robert Blatchford was an 
Agnostic “  because it paid him better.” Mr. Foote flatly 
contradicted the nonsense amidst general applause. Subse­
quently he obtained a copy of the Clarion and found the 
following, which he had not noticed, in “ Notes to Cla- 
rionettes ” :—

“ George Simmon, Jun.—You do not seem to realise that 
in asking us whether Mr. Blatchford is an agnostic ‘ because 
it pays him better,’ you are guilty of blackguardly imperti­
nence, as Mr. Foote was if be really suggested such a thing ; 
but this we cannot believe.”

On returning to London on Monday morning Mr. Foote sent 
the following letter round to tho Clarion offico :—

“ A SILLY FALSEHOOD.
2 Newcastle-street, E.C.

May 6, 1907.
Dear Mr . Blatcbford,—

I see that a man called Simpson—but perhaps it is 
a boy, for he calls himself Simpson, junior—has been writing 
to you and taking my name in vain. Apparently he informs 
you that I have suggested that you aro an Agnostic ‘ because 
it pays you better.’ Allow me to say that I do not deal in 
suggestions ; if I had to question your motives I should do so 
straightforwardly. As a matter of fact, I have not questioned 
them, and I do not question them. I have repeatedly said that 
you gave a great pledge of your sincerity when you went out 
from the Sunday Chronicle and started the Clarion. In any 
case, I could never have said that you oppose Christianity for 
personal profit. I am not exactly an idiot, and I know some­
thing about the financial advantages of preaching ‘ infidelity.’ 

No doubt George Simpson is a Christian ; he seems to 
have the characteristic manners and accuracy.

Yours faithfully,
G. W. F oote.”

No doubt this letter will appear in the Clarion. We think 
it advisable to print it also in the Freethinker.
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The National Secular Society’s Annual Conference takes 
place on Whit-Sunday in London. The business meetings, 
morning and afternoon, will be held at the Chandos Hall, 
Maiden-lane, Charing-cross. The proceedings will, of course, 
be confined to members of the N. S. S. There will be an 
evening public meeting at the Queen’s (Minor) Hall. 
Addresses will be delivered by Messrs. Foote, Cohen, 
Lloyd, Davies, etc. Before the speech-making there will 
be a musical program, in which two of Mr. Foote’s daughters 
will participate. No donbt the “ saints ” will rally in strong 
force on this occasion. Admission to most of the hall will 
be free (with a collection), but some front seats (at Is.) will 
be reserved for those who wish to secure one beforehand.

On Whit-Monday there will be an excursion by brakes 
starting from Chandos Hall. Provincial delegates and 
visitors will be driven round to places of interest in London. 
London friends who wish to join, and there should be a good 
many, will be accommodated at a small charge, but they 
must let Miss Vance know by the previous Friday at the 
latest.

Delegates and visitors to the N. S. S. Conference, who 
want Miss Vance, the general secretary, to obtain hotel or 
private accommodation for them in London, should lose no 
time in communicating with her. She could not promise to 
make arrangements for those who do not write to her by 
May 14. Provincial “ saints ”  will please note.

Stewards wearing the old Bradlaugh colors will meet 
trains by which delegates and visitors expect to reach 
London, if due notice is given. Of course it is impossible to 
do more than this in London.

Members of the N. S. S. attending the Conference will in 
all cases be required to show their membership cards.

The prime movers in the Newcastle-on-Tyno “  Sunday 
Observance ” meeting at the Town Hall must be sorry that 
they ever started the affair. It was a Town’s meeting with 
the Mayor in the chair, and all sorts and conditions of men 
were represented, including the Church of England, the 
Catholics, the Nonconformists, the local Branch of tho 
Independent Labor Party, the local Socialist Society, the 
Tynesido Sunday Lecture Society, the Newcastle Sunday 
Music Society, and the local Branch of tho National Secular 
Society. Mr, Martin Weatherburn, a veteran Secularist, 
was, indeed, one of the speakers. Tho resolution that was 
carried read as follows :—

“ That this meeting is of the opinion that it is absolutely 
necessary to ensure to the people one day in seven for 
adequate opportunity for worship, rest, and recreation, and 
that Sunday being obviously the day on which these purposes 
can best be achieved by the large majority of tho people, this 
meeting further expresses the opinion that all good citizens 
should unite in maintaining Sunday as the weekly day of 
rest, and pledges itself to use its influence to secure this 
inestimable boon for the people, unrestricted by law.”

Just as the Lord Mayor was about to put this resolution to 
the meeting, the Rev. James Jack asked what was meant by 
“ recreation,” for he was against Sunday amusements. Tho 
Lord Mayor explained that people were left to choose their 
recreations for themselves. Councillor Cowell then moved 
the omission of tho word “  recreation ” and of the phrase 
“ unrestricted by law.”  This was seconded by tho Rev. 
Joseph Rorke, who loved liberty but hated license— what­
ever that may mean. Happily the meeting was not to bo 
turned off the right road. The amendment was lost, and 
the resolution was carried by an overwhelming majority. 
But of course it was not what the Sabbatarians had been 
fishing for. This was dicloEed by tho Bishop in moving a 
vote of thanks to the Lord Mayor. Ho said that he had 
voted for the amendment himself. Ho was in favor of the 
Christian Sabbath. Listening to music on Sunday, gazing 
at beautiful pictures, and visiting museums, were all very 
well, but they were “ the thin end of the wedge.”  Thus 
the right reverend Father-in-God maundered on, after tho 
resolution was carried. Ho could not help letting them see 
that it was not what he wanted.

In proportion as tho homes of tho people become more 
happy and more attractive, and in proportion as Sunday 
excursions on sea and land become moro common, the 
churches will suffer. But, after all, the health and happi­
ness of the people aro the supreme consideration. The 
churches say to tho pcoplo, “  You will be happy hereafter.” 
But the people reply, “  Thank you. We prefer to be happy 
here.”  And that is tho real explanation of our empty 
churches.— Daily News (Perth, W.A.).

The Making of the Gospels.—X.

('Continued from p. 278.)
T h e  Cr u c if ix io n .

T h e  Gospel narratives recording the alleged su fferin gs  
and death of Jesus Christ are, like the rest of the 
Gospel “ history,” pure fiction. No such trial as tha 
narrated ever took place. All the various incidents 
connected with the Crucifixion were suggested by 
so-called “ prophecies” in the Hebrew scriptures- 
Foremost among these “ prophecies” was the fifty 
third chapter of Isaiah—or, more correctly, Isal®, 
lii. 13—liii. 12. Anyone who reads this chapter wi 
perceive that it is not a prediction at all, but a nar­
ration of disastrous ovents that had come upon tb 
Jewish people, whom the Lord here calls his “ s_er' 
vant.” The same appellation is applied to the nation 
in many other passages, including the following- 
Is. xli. 8-9 ; xlii. 1 ; xliv. 1 ; xlix. 3, 7. The first o
these reads :—

“  But thou, Israel, my servant, Jacob whom I baT?
chosen, the seed of Abraham my friend.......Thou aÎ
my servant, I have chosen thee, and not cast thee away-

The afflictions which the nation had suffered “ at tbo 
hand of tho Lord ” in his “ overflowing wrath ” an 
“ fury ” are referred to in the following passage® • 
Is. li. 17,22; liv. G-8, 11-14, 17; lx. 14-15; lxv. 8,J’ 
There can thus be no doubt as to tho meaning of tnfl 
great fifty-third chapter which the early Christians» 
without exception, interpreted as a grand prophecy 
respecting Jesus Christ. The Gospel fictionist, in 
fact, makes Jesus apply the chapter to himself.

Luko xxii. 37.— “ For I say unto you, that this which 
is written must bo fulfilled in m e: And he was reckons 
with transgressors ; for that which concorneth me b*’" 
fulfilment.”

In the unhistorical Acts of the Apostles we ar0 
treated to a story of an Egyptian eunuch reading 
this chapter seated in his chariot (vii. 27-35), and of 
one of the apostles misinterpreting it to him. “
Philip...... beginning from this scripture, preached unt°
him Jesus.”

Tho Gospel-maker’s idea of an atonement throng 
the death of Jesus is placed by one of the evangel!®“3 
in the mouth of the high priest Caiaphas. 9?bi®
reads:—
> " But a certain ono of them, Caiaphas, being blj?

priest that year, said unto them....... It is expedient to
you that one man should die for tho people, and tb^ 
the wholo nation perish not. Now this ho said not 0 
himself : but being high priest that year, he prophesic. 
that Jesus should dio for tho nation,”  etc. (John %
49-52).

The author of the Fourth Gospel thought that tb® 
office of high priest was held for ono yoar only» b” , 
that of tho Roman consul, and that while filling ^  
office he had a foreknowledge of coming events. "•*> 
same author represents Jesus as saying that b> 
death must be by crucifixion, as typified by * 
Brazen Serpent (Num. xxi. 9).

“  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in tho wild®*, 
ness, even so must the Son of man bo lifted up ”  (u1, ^

T here being no accou n t in tho Old T estam ent ? 
anyone having been  crucified , tho G ospel-m aker, 
dofau lt o f a “ p rop h ecy ,”  had to fall back up01*
“ type.” But apart from a few brief statement®  ̂
tho Pauline Epistles—e.g., “  Jesus Christ and « 
crucified ”—wo have no evidence that a histori 
Jesus who suffered death by crucifixion ever llV 
Moses’ brazen serpent on the top of a pole, howev ’ 
placed the matter beyond all doubt : this was e 
tainly a typo of Jesus Christ ; Jesus was there! 
crucified, and a detailed narrative of the event n 
to be written. t

In this narrative Jesus was represented as sn . 
before his accusers in accordance with tho staterò 
in Isaiah liii.—“ He was oppressed, yet he hum ^  
himself and opened not his moutb,” etc.  ̂ -fti 
witnesses were brought against him at tho t ^  
(Mark xvi. 56) in order to fulfil a “ prediction 0 
what had already occurred—Psalm xxxv. H-
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council, we are told, had sought for other witnesses 
against Jesus, but “ found them not.” Had the last- 
named personage really destroyed a herd of swine 
Without recompensing the owners, as narrated by all 
f Tu ^ P M s ts ,  someone would certainly have been 
Wthcoming to depose to such a wanton destruction 

°: property, more especially since an account of the 
j“ teged occurrence is stated to have been published 
y the herdsmen “ in the city and in the country.” 
Jesus was next represented as having been mocked, 

scourged, buffeted, and spat upon, in order to fulfil 
Mother “ prophecy” of Isaiah (1. 6)—indignities 
ated to have been suffered by Isaiah himself. That 
6 Gospel-maker had his eye on this passage is 

Proved by the faot that, some time before, Jesus was 
escribed as saying to his disciples:—

“ Behold wo go up to Jerusalem, and all the things 
that are written by the prophets shall be accomplished 
unto the Son of man. For he shall be delivered up to 
the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and shamefully 
entreated, and spit upon; and they shall scourge and 
kill him,” etc. (Luke xviii. 31-33).

^ Passage in the Psalms (xxii. 7-8), in which the 
lik e}' described the treatment borne by himself, was 
kewise brought into requisition. This passage 

reads
“ All they that see mo laugh mo to scorn : they shoot 

out the lip, they shake the head, saying, He trusted on 
the Lord that he would deliver h im : let him deliver 
him, seeing he delightoth in him.”

After reading this passage the Gospel-maker had no 
mculty in describing the treatment of Jesus by 

^aginary Jews he represented as present at the

“ And they that passed by railed on him, wagging
their heads, and saying.......He trusted on God ; let him
deliver him now, if he desireth him ” (Matt, xxviii.

Ih 43)>in f , 'vorĉ 8 Pu  ̂ the mouth of Jesus on the cross 
the First and Second Gospels—“ My God, my God, 

. y hast thou forsaken me ?”—were copied verbatim
Psalm xxii. 1. Those given in the Third Gospel 

Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit ”— 
Jeei° copied verbatim from Psalm xxxi. 5. Whether 

®U8 had said them, or not, they were at least suit- 
, c to the occasion, and the Gospel history had to 
6 Written.

toA. 8econd saying in the Third Gospel—“ Father, 
a / 1Ve them, for they know not what they do ” —
. Ppear's to be a later interpolation ; for it is not found 
q ®orno ancient MSS. Jesus was described in the 

0sPol story as crucified between two robbers. This 
/ s done to fulfil the statement in Isaiah liii.—“ He 

as numbered with the transgressors.” It was the 
htmuation of this statement—“ and made inter- 
ssion for the transgressors”—which suggested the 

fn.C°.n  ̂8aying placed in tho mouth of Jesus—“ Father, 
i0iJ*ve them,” etc.
th piercing of tho hands and feet by the nails in 

cross, and the giving vinegar and gall to drink, 
p re suggested by tho following passages in the

“aids:__
Pa. xxii. 16.— “  Thoy pierced my bauds and my feet.”
Pa. lxix. 21.— “ They gavo me also gall for my meat, 

^ a&d in my thirst they gavo mo vinegar to drink.”
“ j Author of tho Fourth Gospel made his Lord say 
v: ‘ hirst,” in order that thoy might give him the 
/ ° g a r  and gall, and so fulfil tho “  prophecy and 
^ this was done, and everything fulfilled, he 
tj/G  him say “ lb is finished.” The latter exclama- 
tk n referred, not to tho work of redemption, but to 

® fulfilment of propheoy.
¡ he same conscientious writer fabricated two now 
Acs 6n-ts as a fa th er fulfilment of prophecy.

cording to this story, tho soldiers received orders 
L  aa®ten tho death of the three men crucified by 
( { ¡ / in g  their legs; but when thoy came to Jesus 

found ho was dead already, and so “ brake not 
\yji, °Ss.” One of them, however, pierced his sido 
dnyst a 6pcar. The veracious narrator of these inci- 
eQ/t h e n  s a y s :-

t  or those things came to pass, that the scripture 
^ g h t be fullillod, A bono of him shall not be broken.

And again another scripture saith, They shall look on 
him whom they pierced.”

The language of the first passage quoted (Psalm 
xxxiv. 20) is metaphorical, and signifies that “ tho 
righteous ” who trusted in Yahveh would not be 
allowed to perish under afflictions. The reference in 
the second passage (Zech. xii. 10) is uncertain.

The words of Psalm xxii. 8—“  They part my gar­
ments among them, and upon my vesture do they 
cast lots ”—contributed to the making up of the 
history of the Lord Jesus. These two sentences are 
an example of Hebrew parallelism, the second being 
simply a varied repetition of the first. The “ ves­
ture ”  was but another name for the “ garments,” 
and the division was made by casting lots. The 
three Synoptists were aware of this, and say : “ And 
they crucify him, and part his garments among them, 
casting lots upon them, what each should take.” 
The author of the Fourth Gospel, however, took the 
two parallel sentences as independent statements of 
fact, and framed his narrative in accordance.

John xix. 23-2-1.— “ The soldiers therefore, when they 
had crucified Jesus, took his garments, aud made four 
parts, to each soldier a part; and also the coat: now 
the coat was without seam, woven from the top through­
out. They said therefore one to another, Let us not 
rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall b e : that the 
scripture might be fulfilled, which saith, They parted 
my garments among them, and upon my vesture did 
they cast lots. These things therefore the soldiers did.”

We may assert, without much fear of refutation, 
“  These things therefore the soldiers did ” not do.

T he darkness w hich  is alleged to  have taken p lace 
at th e  C rucifixion was, like all the oth er in cidents, 
suggested  by p rop h ecy— a genuine one in th is case. 

Amos viii. 9.— “ And it shall come to pass in that day, 
saith the Lord God, that I will cause the sun to go doion 
at noon, and I will darken the earth in clear day.”

Luke xxiii. 44.— “ And it was now about the sixth 
hour, and a darkness came over the whole earth until tho 
ninth hour, the sun failing.”  (The “ sixth hour” was 
noon.)

The Btory of tho burial of the body in a tomb 
belonging to a rich man, Joseph of Arimathma, was 
invented to fulfil a statement in Isaiah liii.—“ They
made his grave.......with the rich in his death.”

Tho fable of the watch at tho sepulchre (Matt, 
xxvii. G2-6G) is one of the few incidents in the 
Gospels not derived from the Hebrew scriptures. 
The story was fabricated as an answer to deniers of 
the alleged Resurrection, who contended that if the 
tomb was found to be empty, it was because the 
disciples had secretly removed tho body (Matt.
xxvm. lu). Abracadabra.

(To be concluded.)

Church Bells.

Of all insensate accompaniments to public worship 
bells are the most so. They neither produce harmony 
nor peace of mind, but incite tho most wicked and 
desperate feelings of positive resentment at their 
harsh clangor.

The writer recently moved into a spacious old 
house, unfortunately directly opposite an old church, 
with a loud and heavy peal of bells, which strike tho 
hours and quarters, and for Sundays and holy days 
ring out the chimes with discordant madness. “ O 
the bells, bells, bells,” sang the poet, “  at a safe 
distance, when tho dying sound falls a soft murmur 
on the uninjured ear.” But near by, and under tho 
very shadow of tho church tower, their din is terrific.

Some years ago, in Philadelphia, a worthy, highly- 
respected citizen, Mr. Geo. L. Harrison, obtained an 
injunction against St. Mark’s Church, Locust-street, 
forbidding the ringing of its bells. Mr. Harrison 
was a sufferer from acute nervous troubles, and tho 
ringing of the bells, almost opposite his windows, 
nearly drove him to distraction.

And all forms of religion have them—the big bells 
in China, Thibet, and Russia, tho monstrous chimes



800 THE FREETHINKER MAY 12, 1907

in Europe, carillons in Bruges, the peals and chimes 
in England and other countries, testify to the love of 
noise in worship—senseless, unnecessary noise—which 
must “ go up to the Throne ” in turbulent disharmony 
night and day. It reminds one of Aristophanes, who 
tells in the “  Clouds ”  of a persistent worshiper whom 
Jove complained never “  let up ” on him but deafened 
and continually tormented him with ceaseless, un­
necessary prayers—a trick yet in vogue among the 
religious of all lands and all forms of faith.

What is it all but foolish, weak importuning of a 
Deity who, if he is minded to grant a petition, will 
not be hurried into it by any amount of noise ? and 
if he is not so minded, can only provoke him to 
anger. And we read how often the Deity is provoked 
to anger, and rises up to smite ; and it does not dis­
play much mercy or consideration on his part to note 
how easily he gets excited, how dreadful his wrath 
can be, “  even the wrath of the Lamb ”—a strange 
contradiction in terms, as if a Lamb or one of like 
nature could be wrathful!

Therefore let us seek to abolish the Gospel of 
Noise, whether in church bells, revival meetings, or 
any turbulent demonstrations of piety. “  In quiet­
ness and confidence shall be your strength,” 0  
zealot! Better the simplicity and calm demeanour 
of the  ̂ Quaker than the ravings of the religious 
enthusiast. One is quiet, self-possessed, and tranquil; 
the other is noisy, unpleasant, and aggressive. One 
works steadily and quietly to peaceful results; the 
other shouts, “ We’re gaining ground,” and gains but 
little. He slips back on his forward track, while 
incessant peals from countless church towers only 
emphasise the fulness of his complete defeat.

Gerald Grey.

Sense and Superstition.
— ♦-----

By John Emerson Roberts.
W iiaT is superstition ? To believe without evidence, 
or against evidence; to dogmatise about the unknown, 
to accept myths as fact, miracles as roalities, fables as 
history, allegories as actual events; to put caprice in 
the place of law ; to supplant the natural by the 
supernatural; to ignore the relation between cause 
and effect; to believe in the impossible, the ridicu­
lous, the idiotic, or the absurd; to raise faith above 
fact, tradition above science, revelation above demon­
stration, credulity above honest doubt; to ignore 
reason, insult intelligence, and crucify common sense 
—this is superstition.

It is a fact well known that, in passing from 
infancy to maturity, the child repeats and epito­
mises the story of the race. He has his period of 
ignorance, credulity and unreasoning faith ; he does 
not know the world. He does not know the mean­
ing of distance, perspective, force and motion. He 
is utterly ignorant of cause and effect. Everything 
is real to him. The babe will stretch out its hand as 
eagerly to clutch the moon shining through the win­
dow, or a star, as he will to clutch a shining toy held 
just above his cradle. Fairy-tales, to him, are facts 
and realities. Santa Claus and his reindeers are 
things of flesh and blood. The child has not yet 
learned the meaning of illusion and deception. He 
takes the world in simple and unreasoning faith. 
He has not learned, alas, its falsehood and deceit. 
Beautiful, blessed simplicity of tho child, cradled in 
its mother’s arms, couched upon her breast, “  blue- 
veined and fair, where perfect peace finds perfect 
form," irradiated with the glow of her love-lit eyes, 
in the dreamy beatitude of a cherub before God.

When we recall the superstitions which, in ages 
past, have held the minds of men enthralled, wo 
must, in justice, remember that those people, for the 
most part, could have known no better. The earth 
was not yet understood. The solar system had not 
been discovered. The pinnacled heaven had not 
been explored. The light of science had not been 
kindled. Tho causes of disease were not known.

Tho printing-press had not been invented. The ar 
of writing was known to few. There were no books> 
there was no knowledge, there was nothing bu 
priests, magicians, soothsayers, necromancers an 
revelations. In that ominous and abysmal night) 
fear and terror frenzied the imagination, and shudder­
ing horror crouched in the brain of man. Having n0 
tests, no standards, no accepted formulae by wine 
phenomena and events could be explained, one theory 
was as good as another. Out of ignorance and i0 
superstitions grew and thrived in intellectual 
Superstition is the one plant that grows best in tn 
dark. .

The belief in the supernatural declined as scien 
arose. Natural causes were discovered for the thing 
that had been mysterious and occult. Things tn® 
wanted explanation, and were counted with t 
supernatural, ranged themselves in line with ord01< 
sanity and law. The devils have disappeared. * 
dark is no longer thronged with'imps. The spifl 
mutter and moan no more in the twilight gloom- 
No more do naiads bathe in moonlit streams, 0 
fairies dance, or gnomes come out of caves, 
ghouls revel in graveyards, eating the flesh of t 
dead. Ship captains no more bribe witches not . 
raise storms at sea, or purchase from them ta, 
weather. Angry gods no longer send plagues aD 
disease; offended deities no more threaten to destroy 
the world with comet or eclipse. It cannot be dem 
that the interests of the Church led her to foster t® 
belief in the supernatural. Possessing, as she claims > 
all possible knowledge, being capable of settling a®' 
question that might arise among mankind, assum1 o 
all responsibility for the temporal and eternal welf®  ̂
of man, it was to her interest to keep man obedie > 
to keep him in ignorance, subserviency and f0a ‘ 
For this reason she resisted tho advance of kn° 
ledge; she kept back the day; and man would 
still dwelling in the night, he would be still living 
huts to enrich tho priesthood, he would be still k18̂  
ing the crucifix and mumbling prayers, he would 
still prostrate in the dust, ho would still be secki 
healing shrines for the cure of disease, tho wPr 
would still be a mad-house, had it not been for * 
few brave, intrepid souls who dared to explore; 
enquire, to reason and to doubt. One telescopy 
pointing towards the sky, with a man like 1 ¿j 
looking through it, did more to civilise mankind ® 
make man free than all the priests that ever v*'0 
robes, and all the altars that ever pandered to 
rich, or filched their substance from the poor. u 
thinker, brave, self-poised, confident and unconq0  ̂
able, dying unshriven at the stake, like Bruno, c?  
stitutes the death-warrant of religious oppress1 
One unparalleled and resistless man like Volt8,1  ̂
letting lly the arrows and shafts of sarcasm at . 
hypocrisies, and hurling thunderbolts of denun01̂  
tion at the Church’s crimes, was the herald of d®^.' 
And when the mighty Humboldt came, 
declaring the universe is governed by law, the do ^  
widened to the morning, the morning broadened 1 
day. . aj|

In our own time there are not so much °\T  
might be called active superstitions, as residn 
superstitions. We have not yet quite escaped y  
the past. There are some common names and te .f 
that carry over a suggestion of other ages with 
strange beliefs. . QUr

Superstitions are manifest now and then i® 
modern life. It was not many years ago . g 
governor of one of tho north-western States, h° 
the land overrun with grasshoppers, solemnly ca j0 
a day for fasting and prayer, that the good Ve0ys6. 
might beseech the Good God to take away the gr 
hoppers. fftCfc

This is superstition pure and simple, from lu 
that there is no possible evidence, there is n° PoS ̂ nt 
proof, there is no legitimate course of reasoning 
can, by any sort of ingenuity, attach the effect Q\. 
alleged cause. Prayer itself, in its ordinary m 
festation, is based solely upon an ancient 
stition. If anybody believes that by bonding j0 
and imploring the infinite he can change a fact)
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simply a victim of superstition. Any prayer, if it 
^ere answered, would be a conviction of the infinite. 
It would be an arraignment of his own wisdom, a 
confession that bis knowledge, from the beginning, 
^as insufficient, and needed the prompting of the 
unite mind. It is not susceptible of proof that a 
prayer was ever answered since men first began to 
end the pregnant hinges of the knee.
In two departments of human thought, super­

stitions most abound. Those departments are theo­
r y  and medicine. In this respect they present a 
glaring contrast to all other fields and phases of 
unian activity. Manufacturers are not prone to 
âgaries and weird imaginings ; trade and commerce 

tu bnget superstition. The artist in his studio, 
ne inventor in the shop, the farmer in the field, 

none of these are given to hallucinations to believe 
n the irrational and the absurd, but in the case of 
neology and medicine the situation changes. Here 
en experiment and guess. Here fear and hope 

nter as factors; emotion and ecstasy, terror and 
f68Pair, warp the judgment, distort evidence and 
°eter hallucinations. In these two fields most of 
donnent superstitions have their roots, 

j  ̂ y are superstitions harmful ? Any superstition 
, > ny its nature, a menace to human welfare, a hin- 
5ance to human progress. And this is true, notwith- 

^anding a given superstition may be believed in by
mcitudes, or may affect an air of superior wisdom, 
may wear the robe of respectability or religious 

la d • Religious superstitions have cursed every 
nd in every ago in which they have become domi- 

ans lD m*n<I8 °I m®n- Religious superstitions 
I d fanaticisms have retarded the progress of Scot- 
j . by almost a century. They have kept Ireland 

ignorance and servility. They have impoverished 
t,a‘y> blighted Spain, made of Russia the horror of 
, 6 age, and they would have destroyed France, 
ex?.uf‘ ful Franco, if the Radicals had not arisen to 
. *rpate the foul monster and rescue the Republic 

8tn priestcraft.
stip °U- own country> N*0 of religious super-
fa f°n *8 mea8ureably harmless, from the simple 

at that few people take religious dogmas seriously. 
r .e. old-time preachers are gone. The old hair- 
^sing sermons that made you feel “ hair-hung and 
j^aze-shaken over hell,” are hoard no more. We 
j., ar no more about angry Gods, and the wrath of 
tin iQdgnient to come. Though the creeds, for the 
so a ^ar ’̂ remain formally unchanged, yet they are 
tQ j*®ftly concealed that they aro no longer offensive 
to . Pew-holders, nor anybody olse. Indifference 
8j r°ligion is the salvation of the people. The 
is an  ̂earnestness of the Christian Scientists 
Pertly their un^°iuK- No man can, without 
Q *') forswoar reason. Who ever turns his back 
tw \ Cornmon senHe invites his feet to take the path 

leads to madness.
the Woman died in this town some timo ago as 
Ch • r(?su^ of a gasoline explosion. She was a 

^efian Scientist. The healers soon arrived, and 
i, *1° the woman writhed in the death agonies,„J ,  _ . ,, mi ___ • __  __ • •^tood around saying
all "6 Î?. no death( there is no gasoline ; God is

“  There is no pain,

^  That was insanity. Whatever else it may be, 
ef ], 6Ver those people may bo, that was an exhibition 

iQnacy.
iQt>  i® meant by progress ? Tho application of 
plie  ̂ ’SGnco to the affairs of men. Intelligence im-

and includes tho experience of the race, the 
SeQs knowlodge of mankind, tho common
tQo 6 °f the world. All is natural. There is no 
does nor place for the supernatural. The miracle 
(¡h0 n°t exist. Prodigies and wonders aro either 
fahr:exa88Grati°n of facts, or plain and baseless 
V̂erCa*A°n8 and falsehoods. All is governed by law. 

ill  ̂ y eHect is the child of some cause, and becomes 
n Paront of some other effect. There is no 

ptej ’ Qo gap, no hiatus. Not priests and popes, not 
¡¡o^ ioes and prepossessions, not rituals nor revela- 

miraclos nor wonders, not faith nor fanati- 
6ea8Q n°I altars nor oracles, but reason and common 

Whenever these other things do aught but

interpret nature and teach men so, they become 
deceivers or destroyers of mankind.

How have men struggled and endured ? How have 
they suffered, sacrificed and aspired ? How have 
they stumbled in ignorance, been deluded by their 
fears, mocked by their faith, cheated by their hopes, 
robbed by the altar and deluded by the priests ? 
How has man struggled, suffered and endured, and 
not all in vain ? Behind him is the age of myth and 
miracle, of faith and fear, of unreason and super­
stition. Before him is the future inviting, with its 
possibilities, his highest endeavor and noblest achieve­
ments. Around him is the universe governed by law, 
and within him, strong and brave, is the conviction, 
rooted deep and unextinguishable, that reason is the 
only guide.— Truthseekcr (New York).

Correspondence.

CAMPBELL v. NICOLL.
TO THE EDITOR OF “  THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,— I was much amused by a remark quoted by Mr. 
Joseph Bryce in last week’s Freethinker, in his amusing 
skit, “  The Rev. Pius Piffle’s Correspondence.”  Referring to 
the Rev. (or Mr.) R. J. Campbell, it seems that the British 
Weekly (British Weakly would be a more appropriate title) 
has declared that “  he [Mr. Campbell] has withdrawn his 
claim to be a philosopher and a theologian.” This is really 
delightful! Personally, I do not see how anyone can be a 
philosopher and a theologian ; but this is probably what Mr. 
Campbell would claim to bo. His position is not intelligible 
at present, but he may progress. In time he may becomo a 
Materialist with ideals. Perhaps the great Sir Oliver Lodge, 
who is one of the wonders of the age, may follow (or precede) 
him. Many curious things will happen. Perhaps the Daily 
Mail will issue a Freethought journal. It probably would 
do so now if there were money in it. But I am digressing. 
Tho remark quoted by Mr. Bryce was probably made by the 
omniscient Rev. Robertson Nicoll, tho editor of tho said 
British Weekly, to which the Rev. R. J. Campbell used to 
contribute. He conducted a Correspondence column, which 
was just about as amusing as tho skit published in your 
journal. The brain of a theologian is fearfully and wonder­
fully made. There is nothing logical or even coherent about 
it. The following pitiful rubbish was uttered by tho Rov. 
Robertson Nicoll, who now “  loves ”  Mr. Campbell. It was 
published in the provious British Weekly. The groat man 
said:—

‘ 1 If you proved to me that there were a thousand Isaiahs, 
I should answer, ‘ It is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous
in my eyes.’ ...... I am fearfully and wonderfully made, said
the Psalmist, and so it may have been with the Bible for 
aught we know. One thing we know—the Word of God is
quick, powerful, and alive...... I think that God will ask us at
last, ‘ Did you read tho Book itself, my own tuneful, 
redeeming sentences ?’ Read it, for it is the food of the soul. 
Whoever knows the Bible has received a liberal education. 
Many read all sorts of books about it. Let them read it 
without notes or commentary.”

This is strange advico, coming from ono who has probably 
written moro about tho Bible than any man living; and 
tho publishing firm he represents has issued tons of Biblo 
commentaries. When will tho farce cea30?

Mr. Campbell evidently cannot swallow the Biblo now, 
and is trying to say so diplomatically. Ho is in a difficult 
position. But if ho is honest, he will have to go out into 
the wilderness sooner or later. Your commentary on his 
recent New Theology would make a good pamphlet.

J. A. Reid,

It is very certain that speculation is no succedaneum for 
life. What we would know, we must do. As if any taste 
or imagination could tako the place of fidelity ! The old 
Duty is tho old God.-¡¡¡imerson.

The Saints 1— tho Bigots that in public spout, 
Spread phosphorus of zeal on scraps of fustian, 
And go like walking ” Lucifers ”  about 

More living bundles of combustion.
______  — Tom Hood,

Many people boast of being masters in their own house. I 
pretend to bo master of my own mind.— Hazlitt.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, etc.
-----<-----

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday 
and be marked “  Lecture Notice,”  if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
Camberwell B rasch N. S. S. (North Camberwell Hall, New 

Church-road): 7.30, Conversazione.
W est H am B ranch N. S. S. (Workman's Hall, 27 Romford- 

road, Stratford): 7.30, F. A. Davies, “  Freethought in the Bible.”

Outdoor.
B ethnal Green B ranch N . S. S .: Victoria Park (near the 

Fountain), 3.15 and 6, C. Cohen.
Camberwell B ranch N. S. S . : Station-road, 11.30, Guy A. 

Aldred, “  Heresies of Orthodoxy.”  Brockwell Park, 3.15, Guy 
A. Aldred, “ Common-sense Christianity v. Common Sense 0, 
“  Divine Nonsense.”

K ingsland B ranch N .S .S ,  : Kidley-road, 11.30, W. J. Ramsey, 
“  Salvation.”

N orth L ondon B ranch N . S. S . : Parliament Hill, 3.30, S. E . 
Easton, a Lecture.

W est L ondon B ranch N . S. S. : Hyde Park (near Marble 
Arch), 11.30, H. B. Samuels and F. Schaller.

COUNTRY.
Glasgow B ranch N. S. S. (Hall, 110 Brunswick-street): 12 

noon, Annual Business Meeting, Election of Office-bearers, etc. 
All members invited. 6.30, Social Meeting.

M anchester B ranch N. S. S. (Secular Hall, Rusholme-road): 
II. Percy Ward, 3, “ The Vote for Women Farce” ; 6.30, ‘ ‘ Sir 
Oliver Lodge’s Catechism : The Fancies of Faith and the Fact3 
of Science.” Tea at 5.

Outdoor.
E dinburgh B ranch N. S. S .: The Meadows, 3, a Lecture ; 7, a Debate.

FROM FICTION TO FACT.
By FRED. BONTE.

(LATE A PBISON MINISTEN.)

The History of a Conversion from Catholicism 
to Secularism.

Second Edition—Revised and Enlarged.

TRUE MORALITY ï
Or, The Theory and Practice of Neo-Malthusianism,

XS, X BELIEVE,

TH E BEST BOOK
on this subject.

Superfine Large-paper Edition, 176 paget, with Portrait and Auto­
graph, bound in cloth, gilt-lettered, pottfree It. a copy.

In order that it may have a large circulation, and to bring it 
within the reach of the poor, I have issued

A POPULAR EDITION IN PAPER COVERS.
A copy of this edition post free for 2d. A dozen copies, for dis­

tribution, post free for one shilling.
The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, says : "  Mr.

Holmes's pamphlet...... is an almost unexceptional statement
of the Neo-Malthusianism theory and practice...... and through­
out appeals to moral feeling.......The special value of Mr.
Holmes's service to the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human 
well-being generally is just his combination in his pamphlet 
of a plain statement of the physical and moral need for family 
limitation, with a plain account of the means by which it oan bo 
seourod, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the 
lowest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdalo, Dr. 
Allbutt, and others, have also Bpoken of it in very high terms. 

Ordert should bo sent to the author,
J. R. HOLMES, EAST HANNEY, WANTAGE.

Thwaites’ Liver1 Pills.
The Best Family Medicine in the World.

Will cure Liver, Kidney, and all Stomach Diseases effectually.
Good for Heart Troubles and Cardiac Complaints, Female 

Ailments, Anaemia.
Is. l^d. and 2s. 9d. per Box.

Post ree 14 or 33 Btamps. Directions with each box.
G. THWAITES, Herbalist,

2, Church Bow, Stochton-on- Tees, and 
24, Linthorpe Bead, Middlesbrough. 

THWAITES’ LIVER PILLS are not Sugar-coated or got up to 
deceive, nor factory made, but are made from Herbs by a Herbalist 
of nearly 40 years’ experience in curing disease with Herbs and 

preparations from th^ji.

“  One of the most remarkable pamphlets which have b®f,
published of recent years...... A highly-instructive piece of se
revelation.”—Reynolds' Newspaper.

S IX T Y -F O U R  PAGES.
P R I C E  O N E  P E N N Y .

Order of your Newsagent at once.

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E-C'

NOW READY.

THE SALVATION ARMY AND ITS WOR#
An Eight Page Tract

B y  C. C O H E N .

PRINTED FOR FREE DISTRIBUTION.

Copies will be supplied to applicants who undertake to distrib®*1 
them judiciously. Persons applying for considerable numbed > 
who are not known at the publishing office, must give a roferen̂  
or somo other proof of good faith. Carriage must bo Pal 
applicants. The postage of one dozen will bo Id., of two do 
2d., of fifty copies 3d., of a hundred copies 4d. Larger quant1 1 

by special arrangement.

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street,

THE BOOK OF GOD
IN THE LIGHT OF THE HIGHER CRiTIClS»* 

By G . W . F O O T E .

A NEW EDITION. NOW READY.
Colonel Ingersoll’s Last Lecture.WHAT IS RELIGION?

An Address delivered before the American Free Religious 
Association at Boston, June 2, 1899.

Price Twopence.

"  I have read with great pleasure yom Book oj God. Y°n ,g
shown with perfect clearness the absurdity of Dean 
position I congratulate you on your book. It will do ® . 
because it is filled with the best of sense expressed with f°r0° 
beauty.” —Colonel I ngkbsoll. ^

“ A volume we strongly recommend........Ought to bo
hands of every earnest and sincere inquirer."—Reynolds t
paper.

Bound in Stout Paper Covors- 
Bound in Good Cloth - • •

1/*
2/•

8°
W A N TED , a C A P A B LE PERSO N, betw een^

and 40, to keep bouse in a small family, and j,o111<;
assist in shop. Must be Freethinker and abstainor. Coo eet, 
to suitable person.—Apply Secretary N .S.S., 2 Newcastie- 
Farringdon-street, E.C.

OIGHT-TESTING AND ADVICE F R E E .^ w
w  accuracy, comfort and economy in Spectacles, „„tr^ 
L. E. Singer, 2 Hnrewood-place, N.W. (Opposite Great ¡epic 
Railway Terminus). Recommended by the well known J 
physician, T. R. Allison.
■------------------- -----------------------—--------- —■ : fjitfi'Tj'RENCH CONVERSATION, C o m p o s i t i o n ,  ^ uBg
-I rature, Commercial, etc., given by bighly-educate ' rjeD“ 

Frenchman ; good English and classical scholar, and a gj.Cl 
Freethinker. Moderate terms.—Address Professor, cit 
New Oxford-street, or 60 Museum-street, W.C.
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T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y ,
(LIMITED)

Company Limited by Guarantee.
Registered Office—2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, B.O. 

Chairman of Board of Directors—Mr. 0, W. FOOTE. 
Secretary—E. M. VANCE (Miss).

Tsie Society was formed In 18S8 to afford legal eeourity to the 
wiuisItion and application of fnnda for Secular purposes.

The Memorandum of Association Eets forth that the Society's 
UbJecis are To promote the principle that human conduct 
*,uld be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super­
io r s ! belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper 
Taa of all thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry. 
i 0 Promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com­
plete secularisation of the State, etc., etc. And to do all such 

things as are conducive to such objects. Also to have, 
receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised, 

bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of•hePurposes of the Society.rp£ r v"v>J Vi m e uvvieuj •
sh i Ability of members is limited to £1, iu oase the Society 
liahT 6Ver 8a wound up and the assets were insufficient to cover 

unities—a most unlikely contingency.
Members pay an entrance foe of ton shillings, and a subsequent 
®rly subscription of five shillings.

¡, Society has a considerable number of members, but a much 
‘ .®et number is desirable, and it is hoped that some wiil be 
it 'De<* a®ongst those who read this announcement. All who join 
.Participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of 
H o ^ rce s . It is expressly provided in the Artioles of Associa­
tes B St no momher, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from 
i„„8ooiety> either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in

way whatever.
p, h® Society’s affairs are managed by an olocted Board of 
We) °rs’ co“ 8isting of not loss than five and not more than 

76 members, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) each yoor,

but are oapable of re-election. An Annual General Meeting of 
members must be held in London, to reoeive the Report, elec: 
new Directors, and transact any other business that may arise,

Being a duly registered body, the Secular Society, Limited, 
can reoeive donations and bequests with absolute security. 
Those who arc in a position to do so are invited to make 
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favor in their 
wills. On this point there need not bo the slightest apprehension. 
It is quite impossible to set aside Buck bequests. The executors 
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary course ol 
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in 
oonneotion with any of the wills by which the Society has 
already been benefited.

The Society's solicitors are Messrs. Hnrper and Battcock 23 
Rood-lane, Fenchurch-street, London, E.C.

A Form of Bequett.—The following is a sufficient form of 
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators :—“ I give and
" bequeath to tho Secular Society, Limited, the sum of £ -----
" free from Legacy Duty, and I direct that a receipt signed by 

two members of tho Board of the said Society and the Secretary 
"thereof shall be a good discharge to my Executors for the 
" said Legacy.”

Friends of the Society who have remembered it in their wills 
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary of 
tho fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will 
(if desired) treat it os strictly confidential. This is not necessary, 
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, and 
their contents have to be established by competent testimony.THE NEW TESTAMENT MANUSCRIPTS:

OR,

Christianity Completely Undermined.
W I T H  F A C - S I M I L E S  O F  M S S .

By J O S E P H  S Y M E S .

A New Edition. Price THREE PENCE.
Post free, T H R E E  PEN CE HALFPENNY.

THE p i o n e e r  PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.

THE MARTYRDOM OF HYPATIA
OR, THE

death of the classical world

AN ADDRESS AT CHICAGO BY

M. M. MANGASARIAN.P rice  O n e  P en n y .
P O S T  F R E E ,  T H R E E  H A L F P E N C E .

THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, E.C.
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ATHEISM AND MORALITY 2d., post Jd.
BIBLE AND BEER. Showing the absurdity of basing 

Teetotalism on the Christian Scriptures. Careful, thorough, 
and accurate. Freethinkers should keep this pamphlet by 
them. 4d., post Jd.

BIBLE HANDBOOK FOR FREETHINKERS AND IN­
QUIRING CHRISTIANS. A new edition, revised and
handsomely printed. Cheap edition, paper cover, Is. Gd. ; 
cloth 2s. 6d., post 2ijd.

BIBLE HEROES. New edition. Each part, paper Is., post Id. 
Superior edition (200 pages), complete, cloth, 2s. 6d., 
post 2£d.

BIBLE ROMANCES. Popular edition, with Portrait, paper 
6d., post 2Jd. Superior edition (160 pages), cloth 2s., 
post 2Jd.

CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS. Second and cheaper 
edition. Recommended by Mr. Robert Blatchford in God 
and My Neighbor. Id., post $d.

CHRISTIANITY AND SECULARISM. Four Nights’ Public 
Debate with the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Paper, Is. ; 
cloth Is. 6d., post 2d.

CRIMES OF CHRISTIANITY. Hundreds of references are 
given to standard authorities. No pains have been spared to 
make the work a complete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable 
Indictment of Christianity. The Tree is judged by its 
Fruit. Cloth (214 pp.), 2s. 6d., post 3d.

COMIC SERMONS AND OTHER FANTASIAS. 8d., post Id.
DARWIN ON GOD. Containing all the passages in the works 

of Darwin bearing on the subject of religion. 6d., post Id.
DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH. Three hours’ Address to the 

Jury before Lord Coleridge. With Special Preface and 
many Footnotes. 4d., post Id.

DROPPING THE D E Y IL : and Other Free Church Per­
formances. 2d., post id.

FLOWERS OF FREETHOUGHT. First Series, cloth, 2s. 6d„ 
post 3d. Second Series, cloth 2s. 6d., post 3d.

GOD SAVE THE KING. An English Republican’s Coronation 
Notes. 2d., post id.

HALL OF SCIENCE LIBEL CASE, with Full and True 
Account of the “  Leeds Orgies.” 3d., post Id.

INFIDEL DEATH-BEDS. Second edition, much enlarged. 
8d., post Id. Superfine paper in cloth, Is. 3d., post ljd .

INTERVIEW WITH THE DEVIL. 2d., post Jd.
IS SOCIALISM SOUND? Four Nights’ Public Debate with 

Annie Besant. Is., post ljd . ; cloth, 2s., post 2Jd.
INGERSOLLISM DEFENDED AGAINST ARCHDEACON 

FARRAR. 2d., post id.
JOHN MORLEY AS A FREETHINKER. 2d., post Jd.
LETTERS TO THE CLERGY. (128 pp.). Is., post 2d.
LETTERS TO JESUS CHRIST. 4d., post Jd.

BY G. W. FOOTE.
or, Hugh Price Hughes’ Con

Candid Criticis®- 

Chapter from the Gospe 

Mr. Justice Will8-

A

6d"

3d., post Id- 
for the

Mrs-

LIE IN FIVE CHAPTERS 
verted Atheist. Id., post id.

MRS. BESANT’S THEOSOPHY.
2d., post id.

MY RESURRECTION. A Missing 
of Matthew. 2d., post id.

PECULIAR PEOPLE. An Open Letter to 
Id., post id.

PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM. 3d., post Jd.
REMINISCENCES OF CHARLES BRADLAUGB 

post Id.
ROME OR ATHEISM ? The Great Alternative.
ROYAL PAUPERS. Showing what Royalty does 

People and what the People do for Royalty. 2d . _
SALVATION SYRUP; or, Light on Darkest England 

Reply to General Booth. 2d., post id.
SECULARISM AND THEOSOPHY. A Rejoinder to 

Besant. 2d., post id. .
THE BOOK OF GOD, in the Light of the Higher CritocM ^ 

With Special Reference to Dean Farrar’s Apology.
Is .; cloth, 2s., post 2d. ^

THE GRAND OLD BOOK. A Reply to the Grand Old • 
An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladsto 
Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture. I s .; bound in o 
Is. 6 d., po3t lid .

THE BIBLE GOD. 2d., post id.
THE ATHEIST SHOEMAKER and the Rev. Hugh 

Hughes. Id., post id.
THE IMPOSSIBLE CREED. An Open Letter to 

Magee on the Sermon on the Mount. 2d., post id.
THE SIGN OF THE CROSS. A Candid Criticism 

Wilson Barret’s Play. 6d., post lid .
THE DYING ATHEIST. A Story. Id., post id.
THEISM OR ATHEISM? Public Debate between 

Foote and the Rev. W. T. Lee. Verbatim Report, 
by both Disputants. Well printed and neatly 
Is., post lid .

THE NEW CAGLIOSTRO. An Open Letter to
Blavatsky. 2d., post id. ,i

THE JEWISH LIFE OF CHRIST. Being the Sepher ToW 
Jeshu, or Book of the Generation of Jesus. Edited, vntn 
Historical Preface and Voluminous Notes, by G. W. h° 
and J. M. Wheeler. 6d., post Id.

THE PASSING OF JESUS. The Last Adventures 
First Messiah. 2d., post id.

WAS JESUS INSANE ? A Searching Inquiry into the 
Condition of the Prophet of Nazareth. Id., post id

WHAT IS AGNOSTICISM? With Observations 
Bradlaugh, and Ingersoll, and a Reply to 
Holyoake ; also a Defence of Atheism. 3d., post id-

.WHO WAS THE FATHER OF JESUS? 2d„ post id 
WILL CHRIST SAVE US? 6d., post la.

price

BishoP

of Mr-

G.
revisf
bound-

of

i Me»til1

on Huxley- 
George Jar0

WORKS BY COLONEL INGERSOLL.
A CHRISTIAN CATECHISM. One of the most useful and 

brilliant of Colonel Ingersoll’s pamphlets. Gd., post Id.
ART AND MORALITY. 2d., post id.
A WOODEN GOD. Id., post id.
CREEDS AND SPIRITUALITY. Id., post id.
CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 3d., post id 
DEFENCE OF FREETHOUGnT. Five Hours’ Address to 

the Jury at the Trial for Blasphemy of C. B. Reynolds. 4d., 
post id.

DO I BLASPHEME ? 2d., post id.
ERNEST RENAN. 2d., post id.
FAITH AND FACT. Reply to Rev. Dr. Field. 2d., post id. 
GOD AND THE STATE. 2d., post id.
HOUSE OF DEATH. Being Funeral Orations and Addresses 

on various occasions. Is., post 2d.
INGERSOLL’S ADVICE TO PARENTS. Keep Children out 

of Church and Sunday-school. Id.
LAST WORDS ON SUICIDE. 2d., post id.
LECTURES. Popular Edition. Paper covers, Gd., post Id. 
LIVE TOPICS. Id., post id.
MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE. An Agnostic’s View. 2d., 

post id.
MYTH AND MIRACLE. Id., post id.
ORATION ON LINCOLN. 3d., post id.
ORATION ON THE GODS. 6d., post Id.
ORATION ON VOLTAIRE. 3d., post id.
ORATION ON WALT WHITMAN. 3d., post Id.
REAL BLASPHEMY. Id., post id.

REPLY TO. GLADSTONE. With a Biography by the late 
J. M. Wheeler. 4d., post Id.

ROME OR REASON ? A Reply to Cardinal Manning. 3<J" 
post Id.

SHAKESPEARE. Gd., post Id.
SKULLS. 2d., post id.
SOCIAL SALVATION. 2d., post id.
SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES. 136 pp.. on superfine

cloth 2s. Gd., post 3d. ; paper Is., post lid . Only c0. ¿¿jug 
edition in England. Accurate as Colenso and as fascin 
es a novel. Abridged Edition, 16 pp. Id., post id.

SUPERSTITION. Gd., post Id.
TAKE A ROAD OF YOUR OWN. Id., post id.
THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 3d., post id.
THE COMING CIVILISATION. 3d., post id.
THE DEVIL. Gd., post Id.
THE DYING CREED. 2d., post id.
THE GHOSTS. Superior Edition, 3d., post id.
THE HOLY BIBLE. Gd., post Id.
THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH. 2d., post id.
THE LIMITS OF TOLERATION. A Discussion with ‘  

Hon. F. D. Coudert and Gov. S. L. Woodford. 2d., P°s 5
THE THREE PHILANTHROPISTS. 2d., post lid .
WHAT IS RELIGION? Colonol Ingersoll’s Last Le=tu 

2d., post id.
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 2d., post id.
WHY AM I AN AGNOSTIC? 2d., post id.
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