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Let us have more science and more sentiment more

knoMedge and more conscience—more liberty and more
loe—Ingersoll.

Infallibility.

Eveby man who speaks in the name of God poses
as a centre of infallibility. Only he and those
~ho agree with him know and utter the truth,
il others being conscious or unconscious liars.
man in the pulpit invariably pretends to
Apresent the Lord, and his final appeal is to
‘ho Divine Authority, by the permission and even
coimand of which he speaks. There would he
sotne show of reason in this claim if all preachers
delivered the same message, or if there were but
system of theology in the world. The simple
ffuth, however, is that from the very beginning
~eologians have been notorious fighters. There
?°ver was a time when heretics did not exist; and
*reties are the people who challenge the opinions of
m_aj(_)rit%/._ Orthodoxy represents the majority

it is this alone that gives it its authority and
ji®Persecuting power. Any one who follows tho
~ . Ory of the conflict between Xrimitarianism aod
o'*nism, for example, will see how painfully true
Q . statement is. For a long time the Church
AU ted between the two, sometimes leaning
JL ‘be one and sometimes to the other, under
ae. Pressure, not of argument, but of purely
Rental influence. At Nicma in 325, Arius was
Nearned and Athanasius vindicated by means
‘a mere snatch vote by a packed jury, since

p, y some 800 bishops were present, whereas the
Urcb contained at least 1,800.” That Council
dominated by Constantine; but shortly aftor-
g the Emperor changed his mind, and at tho
ji- oncil of Tyre in 835, Athanasius was deposed from
Oto and banished. By and by, tho Arians were
dally pronounced orthodox, and from being the

I rsOcuted they became tho persecuting party.  That,
g, a nutshell, is tho whole history of the Christian
‘'urch—a partisan scramble Tfor majority and

N

Asequent dominion.
Oritufc each theological party, whether on the throne

under a ban, claims to possess and teach the truth,
re° ~bole truth, and nothing but the truth. The
Me  may remembor the bitter controversy in which
cln °PurS°on took so conspicuous a part towards tho
Aant'0*  bfe. He believed that the majority of
from  ministers in Great Britain were departing
krj,]. tbo hyper-Calvinism of which he had been so
v * “t a champion. To him Calvinism was tho
iw-i. °i God, while the newer theology was a
fir u8 be. So he sat in his infallible chair and
brnfk COsnming anathemas at his wickedly erring
dotyher8* Poor fellows, they were all on the
them”ra”0” an” there was absolutely no hope for
t0 unless they returned to tho “truth, that is
pQnay unless they agreed with him on every
Posif” an™ aa a nmar™ °t bis disapproval and
drewdv,° condemnation of their heresies he with-
to K« from the Baptist Union. But the men said
°rthcl®i " - downgrade were as confitlent of their

1 gg°xy as Mr. Spurgeon was of his. It is self-

Sunday, December 9, 1906

Price Twopence

evident that both parties did not hold the truth;
and as each was as cocksure as the other it is a fair
inference to draw that they were both equally in the
dark and equally in error.

The same controversy is going on to-day. Tho
present minister of the City Temple, the Rev. R. J.
Campbell, M.A,, is violently condemned by many as
atheological pervert. In the Christian he is denounced
as an underminor of the Christian Faith. His attempt
to reconstruct theology on idealistic lines is charac-
terised as an act of disloyalty to Christ. His denial
of the Fall, of Original Sin, of the expiatory nature
of the Atonement, of Endless Punishment, and of tho
usual doctrine of Forgiveness, show conclusively, we
are assured, that the gospel he preaches is not the
glorious Gospel of the blessed God. And undoubtedly
if Paul, who claimed to be in possession of a special
revelation from heaven, and to be tho spokesman of
the Holy Ghost, was right, and if the Church through-
out tho ages has been taught and led by that same
Spirit, as is alleged, then Mr. Campbell must be
wholly wrong. But was Paul right, and has the
Church always or ever been the organ or instrument
of the Divine Spirit ?  Mr. Campbell himself does not
hesitate to declare that, on some points, at any rate,
Paul was in error, and that the Church has seriously
gone astrag. Of course, if the Bible is “ tho inspired
and infallible Word of God,” and if Orthodoxy is a
fair deduction from the Bible, tho minister of tho
City Temple is out of court. On the other hand,
if tho Bible is not *“the inspired and infallible
Word of God,” what test can Mr. Campbell
apply to his teaohing? By what authority does
he preach his particular gospel? He asserts that
ho Is giving expression to God’s truth; but how
are his hearers and readers to know that it is
God’s truth ? On what ground does he make such
a claim?

The other evening, Mr. G. Bernard Shaw delivered
a remarkable lecture at tho City Temple, in which he
enunciated his belief in life as the power whoso
organs or instruments wo are. He knew of nothing
beyond or above this power, nor did ho recognise any
highor duty than that of duly expressing or perform-
ing the functions of that power. You may call it
God if you like, he said, but | prefer to call it life.
Then ho ridiculed tho idea of a personal and tran-
scendent Deity, and grew merry over the doctrine of
Eersonal immortality. The only service known to

im was the service of man for man’s sake. Mr.
Campbell expressed his dissent from Mr. Shaw’s
teaching, and avowed himself a believer in a trans-
cendent God of love, who is struggling to get himself
accurately expressed in human life.  Now, who is to
decide between these two men ? Mr. Shaw does not
believe in and will not have on any terms Mr.
Campbell’s God, or Mr. Campbell’s immortality ; and
clearly tho burden of proof rests on Mr. Campbell.
Tho unbeliever has nothing to prove, or yet to
disprove; it is tho believer that is rightly called upon
for proof. Mr. Campbell offered no proof or verifica-
tion whatever, but simply iterated and reiterated his
belief.

Mr. Campbell is nothing if not infallible.
heretics who do not endorse his dogmas. He smashes
up all other dogmas to establish his own. All who
differ from him are hopelessly ignorant, and for their
“ignorance one can feel only compassion and oven a

All are
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certain measure of respect.”
glory—

“There is the ignorance of the materialist, 'who does
not know the truo meaning of life, and has not realised
the true nature of abiding jcy. There is the ignorance
of the earnest man out of touch with the life of the
Church, and who imagines all religion to bo identical
with reaction, instead of being, as it really is, the
expression of the deeper soul of man. You have only to
make that kind of man see this larger truth in order to
bring him back to the Christ. | would defy any man,
be he Christian or Atheist, scientist or pietist, to show
that this is not a deeper, wider Gospel, more really
worthy to be termed Glad Tidings, than any of the con-
ventional caricatures of truth which pass current to-day
in the name of religious faith.”

The only comfort the Materialist, the Atheist, or
the Unbeliever can expect from Mr. Campbell assumes
the form of “ compassion and even a certain measure
of respect.” But in spite of that comfort the poor
fellow is in an awfully sad state. The pietist is
almost as unfortunate because he adheres to the
conventional theology. “For such a man as that,”
he adds, “ 1 have nothing but respect, he holds the
larger creed without knowing it.” But it seems that
the bulk of the Christians who reject the City Temple
theology are *“ cowards and time-servers ”; and
because of them Mr. Campbell is led to observe that
“there seems to be something in the average religious
character tending to disingenuousness.” * Religious
people,” he says, “are often found willing to employ
the weapons of slander, misrepresentation, and petty
persecution in order to destroy if they can an
unpopular doctrine.” This sentence is wholly true,
as Freethinkers know to their cost, and as Mr.
Campbell is finding out in his own case. Finally we
come upon the following fiery flood of anger —

“With all solemnity and deliberation | say these men
are liars, like their predecessors in the days of old.
Liars, not so much by what they say as by what they
do not say. Liars, by trying to ignore, or misrepresent
or distort the truth, preaching as though they do not
believe it when they do. Liars, because they will not
look facts in tho face; liars, using the name of God.”

Is not Mr. Campbell aware that in the opinion of
his brother-ministers who repudiate his teaching, he
may deserve to have that extravagant languago
applied to himself ? Does he not also see that
»Secularists might with equal justice taunt him with
being a liar, or with preaching a gospel he does not
believe ? But that kind of invective is not a weapon
gentlemen usually employ. At any rate, | am sure
that Secularists will not lash Mr. Campbell with the
scourge he has thus put in their hands. The?/ will
simply ask him to bear in mind that he is only the
victim of a vain delusion when he assumes the air of
infallibility, and ascribes to all who differ from him-
self either fathomless ignorance or ineffable wicked-
ness. Much of what he says about human nature is
undeniably true; but all he says about God and his
relation to tho world is_the product of his own fancy.
Ho may sincerely believe that it is true; but In
reality he is as ignorant of God as the rest of us.
What he declares to be *“tho real Gospel of Jesus,”
the “eternal truth,” is founded, not upon fact, but
upon faith. People quite as scholarly, quite as devoted
to the truth, quite as capable of judging, and quite as
sincere lovers of their fellow-beings as himself, do
not see in the teaching attributed to Jesus any
message from God, or in Jesus himself any revelation
from heaven. In any case, to say of what be believes
that “no true man can reject it,” or that it “com-
mands intellect, conscience, and heart,” without
gualification, is to be guilty of high treason against
the truth. There are myriads who do intelligently
reject it, and whose intellect, conscience, and heart
it utterly fails to command. j m pLOoYD

This is egotism in its

Is Death the End ?

The utility of religion, said John Stuart Mill, did not
need to be asserted until the arguments for its truth
had, in a great measure, ceasod to convince. True as
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this statement is of religions beliefs in general, it
applies with special force to the belief in a life beyorw
the grave. For, in an increasing measure, religionist#
rest their case for this belief on its supposed utility
either in curbing the passions of men or in satisfying
their desires. The clergy see one alleged proof after
another breaking down, and they recognise—the cotO
ones first, the duller ones more slowly—that reliable
evidence is not to be met with, and that an appeal to
vague and only partly understood feelings represents
their strongest and most permanent defence. N°
that the a[)peal to sentiment is, at bottom, of an
reater value than the appeal to logic, but peopl0
ave been in tho habit of interpreting their feeling®
in terms of the current belief in a future life, and
there is a greater apparent strength—that is all.

It would not be correct to say that a serm°a
entitled “ Is Death the End ?” by Mr. H. C. Wallace»
is entirely an appeal to sentiment, yet Mr. Wallace ®
arguments—much better stated than is usual with
the ordinary run of sermons—are really based upQ)
feelings, the meaning of whioh, must be in dispnjO
whenever one discusses the question of a future MQ
No one, for example, doubts that people cling to jit0’
that they would willingly prolon% life were it possible
that serious-mindedfpeople feel how short is the tito0
for the acquisition of knowledge, how little is gained
in proportion to what remains unknown, and boW
wasteful appears the ﬁrocess by which the genius
stricken down and the fool preserved. All the®
things are admitted; but to parade them as proof»
that there is another life in which things of0
differently arranged is in the highest degree absurd'
We have no evidence that in any other directi00
natural arrangements are produced for tho exprdB
purpose of satisfying our feelings; on tho contrary»
our feelings have to adapt themselves to facts, a0*
why not hero as well as elsewhoro? Moreover,
may be noted that all these may derive a considQOr
able measure of satisfaction onco they are regard@
from the proper point of view. The curious thing b
the manner in which_the religionist rules out 0
other explanations because they conflict with tjl1
belief in a future life, and then bolds up this as th
only theory that offers satisfaction. .

Mr. Wallace’s sermon, as | have said, is mu0
above the average of such productions, and tw°
admissions may be noted at the outset. The coroHicj1
cry of the clergy is that life only becomes world
living after one is dead. Mr. Wallace, who is not j*
clergyman, | fancy, insists that this life is worth
living whether there is another one or not, and als®
that tho moral law remains what it is, even though
one Pives up altogether tho belief in a future 1"Q
ne also sees tho futility of quoting the resurrection
of Jesus as a proof of immortality. “ It docs not»
ho says, “help us much to know that someonQ
altogether different from ourselves, could rise fro(®
the dead.” A very simple thing to see and to sw*
but one of those things that not many of the olergy
do see, and still fewer of them have the honesty tO

say. ,
{/Ir. Wallace thinks he has three good argument’g
in favor of a future life, although, to be fair, it n>us
be stated that be does not regard these as proofO
but only as affording strong indications in favor 0
immortalit%. These three arguments are arrangQ®
under the headings of human goodness, growth, a°
greatness, but they are all contained in tho sente»0
that “immortality is necessary in the economy ?
things.” And what Mr. Wallace means by this |
that things do not proceed as well here as wc shorn
wish them to, and therefore we have reason for asQil
ming that they will proceed more satisfactory
where. Now this, for a Christian Theist, is a.®?§
dangerous position to take up. For every Christ»*
believes that tho world we are living in, equally w*
the world it is assumed wo shall live in, is Go&
handiwork. Consequently any plea for a future 13"
based upon the shortcomings of this one is really
impeachment of God’s method of administori g
justiee. Jlho plea -assents dhat dawbts exist, 1L~
assumes, without any reason beyond our desire f°I
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etter state of things, that events will be differently
mered elsewhere. In addition, there is a further
ifflculty for the Theist to face, not often enough
~oticed. If man is only here, as Mr. Wallace
ays in his “school time,” then as our natures are
ginned, roughly perhaps, to meet the exigencies

our present environment, either the future life
ost resemble the present or we shall be as much
D' of place as a fish on dry land, or a land-living
amrmal thrown into the sea. And if the future does
®sermble the present, then it remains to discover
hat purpose is served by the break of death, that
°old not be better served by conferring immortality
P°n man in this life. Of course, there are very good
nfUi°nS w™y we are not immortal here, but a recital

these in 'no wise helps the Christian to surmount
~o difficulty.

Mr. Wallace asks, “Have all the ages conspired
°gether to produce man that he may be cut
own and annihilated ?” A question permissible

s a piece of rhetoric, but quite out of place as
n argument. For the ages have “conspired” to

jhoduce man only in the sense that all the ages
ave cons;ﬁired to produce a river, a microbe,

J an earthquake. Each is as much the result

hhtecedent and co-operating conditions as the
her. The birth of a man is of no more conse-

jjhGeo to “all the ages” than is the birth of a
apole. If we are not certain of anything else we
re tolerably certain of this. John Fiske is also

Jihpted as saying that “ God is not like a child that
hfids a house of cards to blow it down again.” But
ohn Fiske knows no more about it than I do or than

o Wallace doe3 ; and to put an absurd opinion into

Rotation marks does not rob it of its absurdity, it
JV emphasises it, and sometimes illustrates the

e surdity of those who select it. Besides this is

~uctly what naturo is always doing. The growth of

Aery complex organism is more or less like building
house of cards and pulling it down again. Organs
(®built up only to be remodolled into something
, 'Terent. Nature at large is a constant process of
hlding to destroy and destroying to build. All
atjure does what Mr. Fisko says God does not do;

‘hd if thoro is a God then nature is onlv carrying

°uf God’s intention.

8/ is unfortunato that Mr. Wallace should bo con-
antly appealing to unreasoning sentiment under
6 impression that ho is pursuing a scientific
ilamentation. Our life here, he says, is just a

JnRment. Admitted, but not in the sense that Mr.

} hilaco intends. He moans it is a fragment of our
otal personal existence. But this is not true, or at
ast we have no grounds on which to say itis true. It

A a fragment of life as a whole; it is a fragment of

. 0 life of the race, and in playing its part as a

Magment of a continuously develolping whole, fulfills
8 proper function. Wo are told that “ nothing

~atnos to its fulness here,” which is not true; and
so that “ no man has over done his best," which is
°t true eithor. Things do reach their fulness and

. have done their best. What Mr. Wallace means
8that we can generally conceive things as better
dan the?/ are, but then, we do not conceive this as

J 8result of individual effort, but as the result of

I-ther racial development operating through the
dividual. And this view of the case wipes away
ost Of Wallace’s difficulties. He evidently

j d&mc8 that unless an individual can go on living

j over he has not done his best, and his extinction

r Whate. But a person has done his best when ho

jo 8nJado the most of the opportunities that present

]l “oolves. That he feels he might one day do

] Geris only evidence that he feels how much there
. do, and this is the condition of his doing any-
Jg at au. A desire for something better 1s the
?'y of the organism to unpleasant stimuli. Without

e 1? Progress would be an impossibility. Nor is the

jgtlQotion of the individual waste. The work of a

aad> bo ho poet, painter, musician, statesman, or

°lse, remains imbedded in the experience of the
ti c>Providing the stopping stones for after genera-
ns>and he who does not live in this manner
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confers no benefit upon anyone by continuing to exist
in any other.

Mr. Wallace, as | have said, does not believe that
in the absence of another life this one would be
worthless, only that it would be incomplete. | men-
tioned above that our natures had been fashioned for
life in relation to an earthly environment. It may
now be pointed out that one factor in this environ-
ment is the factor of death. If Mr. Wallace reflects
he will see that all his regrets are based on the fact
of death. But conceive death abolished, and with an
eternity before each, what need would there be to
lament the time it takes to acquire knowledge ? All
eternity would be before us, and a million years spent
on learning the multiplication table would not expose
one to the charge of wasting time. And what hold
would human affections have upon us if relatives
and friends once with us were with us for ever?
Love is due to the circumstance of life ; it is hallowed
and preserved by the fact of death.

It is a faot, we are told, that although we may bo
thankful for living here, we have a hunger that the
present cannot satisfy. | deny that this is so. The
Fresent life, other things equal, would satisfy all so
ong as the desire for life remains. It isnot a future
life people long for, but the present; some of them
translate their feelings into a desire for another life
when to live as long as they wish here is seen to be
an impossibility. But conceive science matured,
and human intelligence so master of natural forces
as to preserve all against the attacks of disease and
the blows of adversity, prolonging life until the
organism is literally and completely worn out, and
what desire for a future life would there bo then ?
The truth is that this desire lives upon our weakness,
our ignorance, our general helplessness. It translates
feelings in accordance with the crude philosophy of
a more ignorant age, and appeals to It as deoisivo
evidence against the reasoning of a more enlightened
one. That there is no evidonco in its favor is
becoming increasingly evident; that there is a
spurious sentiment in its support may be admitted,
but a sentiment that does not rest upon persistent
fact is doomed to die out, even though its dis-
appearance may be long delayed. n mrix

They Are Coming Round '—lII.

(Continued from p. 7G3)

If wo may trust Professor Sayce, the Egyptians
never became monotheistic, though one ancient king
tried to make them so—by physical force, of course.
All monotheistic religions aro persecuting. Gods,
when manY aro compelled to act on the principle,
“live and let live ~ when one God claims to be the
only one all others must flg or be expelled. Heavenly
rulers are never anything but the shade and echo of
earthly kings.

It is interesting to know that there wore sceptics
in Egypt 4,400 years ago, and probably much earlier.
Here are four verses from the * Song of the Harper,”
and the reader will see that Omar Khayyam was
anticipated by this very ancient poet:—

* What is fortune ? say the wise.
Vanished are the hearths and homes ;
What he does or thinks, who dies,
None to tell us comes.

Have thy heart’s desire, be glad,
Use the ointment while you live ;
Bo in gold and linen clad,
Take what gods may give.

For the day shall come to each
When earth’s voices sound no more ;
Dead men hear no mourners' speech,
Tears can not restore.

Flat and drink in peace to-day,
When you go your goods remain ;

He who fares the last long way,
Comes not back again.”

The Book of Job, and the much later Ecclesiastes,
echo the sentiments of that poet; and the world
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itself is slowly awaking from the idle dream of
immortality. Brainless conceit and ignorant self
importance—above all, the greed of priests—uwill
keep it up for generations yet; but it is doomed and
must vanish away. Dr. Sayce adds:—

“ At a far later date, a treatise was written, in which,
under the thinly-veiled form of a fable, the dogmas of
the national faith were controverted and overthrown.
It takes the form of a dialogue between an Ethiopian
Cat—the representative of all that was orthodox and
respectable in Egyptian society—and a Jackal, who is
made the mouthpiece of heretical unbelief. But it
made clear that the sympathies of the author are with
the sceptic........ and it is the cat and not the jackal who
is worsted in the argument. In this first controversy
between authority and reason, authority thus comes off
second best, and just as Epicurus has a predecessor in
the author of the 1Song of the Harper,” so Voltaire has
a predecessor in the author of the dialogue.”

Two interesting points emerge from this—our
faith in truth and unbelief in dogma are much more
ancient than is 3eneral|y supposed—far older than
Christianity; and further, there is no evidence that
those ancient sceptics were murdered or otherwise
persecuted, as they certaingl would have been if
Christian priests had had to deal with them.

Following this record of scepticism are some very
liberal sentiments from the learned professor, liberal,
though marked by a slight limp here and a halt in
another place. He condemns the practice of certain
Eartles who read their own modern ideas into ancient

ooks, and then says, “We can understand the
spiritual and abstract only through the help of the
material; the words by which we denote them must
be drawn, in the first instance, from the world of the
senses.” Ah! true, true ! And when words become
spiritual they are so uncertain, unsteady, so dreamy
and vague, that no two persons can ever agree qun
their meaning; they exhibit at every turn such a
kaleidoscope of ever-changing colors and shapes that
the rapt beholders become the more maddened the
longer they gaze. Brotherly love turns to bewilder-
ment, fear, hate, malignity; and hence all pious
quarrels, persecutions, massacres, and charitable
cruelty—the most conspicuous features of Christian
history. Divine revelation, all the gifts and graces
of the Holy Ghost, and all' saintly visions and
ecstacies arise from honest words perverted to
spiritual uses. And the professor seems to perceive
that, for he says, “ Thought is impossible without
the brain ”; and “ A religion is necessarily built up on
a foundation of metaphor.” Exactly. Remove all
that is material from religion, and its God or Gods,
its heaven, hell, devils, souls, spirits, are seen to bo
mere metaphors, that is, words robbed of all definable
sense and signifying nothings. It is refreshing to
find a pious scholar confessing so much as Dr. Sayce
does; and we do our people a wrong if we fail to
utilise what he gives us. It is a treat to find our
foes echoing what we have been and are ostracised,
abused, and persecuted for teaching. How can they
attempt our conversion in face of their own confes-
sions and what those confessions imply ? Their
persecution loses all justification and excuse when
they adopt and teach our fundamental doctrines—as
this gentleman does. We have all along expected
them to do so; and every year more fully realises
our anticipations. The future belongs to us, My
Friends ! and even in the present we have a far more
indisputable proprietary than our enemies have ever
realised. We may be scattered and apparently feeble
compared with the armies that oppose us—the
organisations and the blind prejudices that block
the world’s advancement; but our power is most
potent and our philosophy is the *corrosive subli-
mate ” that is incessantly at work dissolving the
false and fatal institutions of religion, and trans-
forming the world into a scene fit for human resi-
dence and a proper field for the rational and healthy
development of our common nature. Shall we then
drop our work when our foes themselves are coming
to our assistance and are scattering truths that are
most deadly to all that the priest most values ?
Decidedly not. But I must on.
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There is much in Professor Sayce’s Gifford Lecture3
that | should like to criticise ; and it would be quitO
easy to rip it up or tear it to pieces; hut spa®
forbids the attempt. Besides, my object is to select
such portions as confirm our own opinions, for | wist
to show how much those pious scholars agree Mtt
us, in spite of their environment and heredltar?/ Pre'
judices. | am not reviewing his work, but utilisioS
it for the best of purposes, the propagation of R®UY
thought.

The Egyptian religion is far too large a subject to
be described here; but from its huge bulk | ®ay
select an item or two in passing, jotting down suet
notes as may seem necessary as | proceed.
Egyptian appears to have been anything but seleQ"
or particular as to what he believed. Whatever a
religion his fathers passed on to him he took fr
truth, and never dreamt of calling an%/ part of biS
creed in question ; nor did it occur to him that th6
mutually contradictory elements of his religilB
required any reconciling. In this respect he v&®
neither better nor worse than the average Christia®’
whose creed is fully as false and absurd as any tbfl
ever prevailed, although Dr. Sayce assumes its triml
and reasonableness both, which shows that he ha3
never studied his own superstition in any indep(®
dent sense, though he has that of Egypt. Could b0
but be brought to stand outside his own creed as be
stands aloof from the Egyptian, he would very s°d
perceive that both were alike in all essential respect®’
both of savage origin, both hereditary, and both
absolutely false. In fact, as we shall see, very muB
of his own creed was borrowed or stolen from EgyP"
the ancient delusions and metaphors that enslave8
the dwellers on the Nile having been worked fIP
afresh to enslave the nations now called Christi»®
There is no new religion, there has not been any D0!
one since history began. The developed religion d
Egypt had come from many sources and from savflcO
and barbarous and semi-civilised tribes; it und®®
went many changes in the course of time ; and

scarcely ono element in Christianity which
not prominent in the Egyptian religion before th0
Jews were Jews, not to mention the advent O
Christians.

I must summarise very briefly what Dr. Say®
gives in detail, not always referring to the partica*ar
page | am quoting. The creative Word or LogO®
was an ancient Egyptian superstition, very anci0®
indeed before the fourth gospeller used it to bal
boozle his deluded readers. The self-grown, or eob
existent God was also a dweller on the Nile befor®
tho Israelites were a separate tribe; and there b™
gods were from unrecorded time clothed in fleshi
which flesh was “an integral part of the divi€?
essence.” “The Word was made flesh” was fa
from being a new doctrine when the Judican ChQB
incarnated or enfleshed himself in humanity. 9°
Egyptian kings were the incarnation of God the S®”
as the Fourth Gospel represents tho Christ to b®v

been—“the light that lighteth every man tha
cometh into the world.” This superstition

from earliest Babylonian times, from which peep 6
the Egyptians derived it. It can, says Sayce, 0
traced back to 3,800 years B.c. But in Babylon t®
gods were in human form, in Egypt bestial. 1d »
Bible we find both ; the Gods of Genesis were hum®,
on(I}/; in other parts of the Bible God had “ wing8 ’
and in the New Testament the Holy Ghost |s
pi]g_eﬂn, Christ a man, a lamb, and In later ti®e
a fish.

Mine author would like to he able to sb°®
that, while the savage was, and is, sensoon
and materialistic in his religious conception»! ®
and his fellow Christians are quite diffei’en”
but the task is, of course, infinitely too g0~
for him to perform. Yes, and he is compene
to confess as much.  * This sensuous and mater1®
istic conception of the spiritual,” ho says (p- * I’

has lingered long in the human mind ; "a”eerg
it is questionable whether, as long as we a
human, we shall ever shake ourselves wholly free fr°

it.”
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The fault, good sir, is not in human nature, but in
religion, in which there is nothing beyond the “ sen-
@ous, materialistic elements; and the authors of the
Bible practically confess that on every page. God is
said to be spirit; hut spirit never becomes anything
but wind, breath, animal life; and even life is identi-
fy with blood. An abstract God does not exist; and

Aas that overpowering conviction which incarnated
the Christ and created the saints of the later churches.
And what of your eucharist, supper, or mass ? You
uot only embody your God, hut you still solemnly eat
and drink him! Ay, and you incessantly address
your hymns and prayers to his ears and heart, and
‘ainly expect his hand and tongue to he employed
Onyour behalf. An abstract God has never yet been
Worshiped.  Yours is sensuous or nothing. You
appear before his face ; you house him in your fanes;
yEu make a noise to awaken him; you do your best
to enchant or charm him with your magic songs and
Sunday pantomimes—mere developments of savage
c’rrobeeries and pomps barbaric. Why, even your
~ost extreme Quakers, Pietists, and Mystics have
®sver been able to excogitate a non-material God, or
i? invent a worship that is not wholly sensuous.
*°nr God (or Gods), your worship, your religion, will
become non-sensuous what time they cease to be,
put not till then. Goto, goto! Your “sanctified ”
Pagination, in its sublimest visions, represents the
Asummation of your gospel scheme as a resurrec-
*n of flesh, bones, blood, skin, hair, and all human
dements, and a heaven of gold and jewels, of living
Pter and of food and feeding that shall sustain a
beshly immortality ! No more baseless superstition
Cn be named than your proud assumption that your
Pigion is non-materialistic spiritism.

Dr. Sayce clearly perceives that the Egyptian and
ether Pagan--heavens-are-nothing but duplicates of
Arfb and mundane experiences; but he is stone
A4 to the patent fact that his own is ditto—nay,
i, " quite stone blind; for at lucid intervals the

.pales” of his eyes slip down, and a distressing

Sion of the truth assails and disquiets his orthodox

‘bplaconcy. But he never parts with his childish
frLh)ption that his own religion differs essentially
* Ogi Its own parents. Yet he crowds his pages with
A ccutestiblo proofs that Christianity is but a later
({iPlopment of Babylonian and Egyptian supersti-
g as those were of older savage cults. Professor

may fondly wrap himself in the mantle of
tul* »an anc*nbJewish God, or don the seamless
ji ni° of the heaven-descended Son of Mary; but he

s as good as told the public that his covering is,

r all, but “a goodly Babylonish garment,” which
p6 more Jewish “ole does” pulled out of a
nagan ditch, and worked up again “ as good as new.
rae>the fashion has been altered to meet more
odern tastes and conditions, but the fabric is idon-
cally the same, with here and there a patch of
t, °ther color borrowed from the produce of more
Aastern looms. “ The Pied Piper” himself could
Mo have looked more comic than do “ Christian
lon° f 8 wben strutting in the be%garly garments of
atj(.?iorgotton Pagans, though they "do call their
UMk \eetnsents “the robe of righteousness.”
Nose Pagans revive and reclaim their own,
jjj - 8orry objects those “ Christians ” would appear!
thelr 8PYitual nakedness would be complete, for
thresa™Qu" owners wonhl demand every stitch and

g, of their covering.

A » | owe Dr. Sayce a considerable debt, and
able n°b bo too severe upon his weaknesses. An
Chr;8 lan foundering in the * Serhonian bog” of
of g lan superstition is more an object of pity than
be :frn’ anJ bi® case no worse than mine might
W\Eak einotional side of my nature were not
tQs"e”, bban the intellectual. know as well as
ti0 Q abe tremendous force of hereditary supersti-
feeoranfl | jest with present-day Christian pro-
8e j s° is because duty compels mo to do so. To
tran and Christians bound hand and foot by
of thlr6" falsehoods and the blunders and illusions
iabbin-r predecessors, their brain3 addled by

c Poisons and noxious drugs of priestly con-
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coction, were enough to make one weep, if tears were
of any avail in such a case. Laughter and jest are
infinitely better instruments than groans and sighs
and tears for dissipating superstitions and emanci-
pating the slaves of rabbis, priests, and mediums—
so my thirty years’ experience assures me. When
humor and ridicule are founded upon fact and solid
argument, when the arrow of wit is tipped with
adamantine truth and feathered with the plume of
a lively fancy, it goes through the solemn armor of
the saint like lightning through the tree it rives.

. Jos. Symes.
(To be continued.)

Bishops Elect.

When Disestablishment takes place Nonconformity
will come into its own. It will need no more million

uinea funds. It wont try the least to amalgamate
the various societies. It disdains privilege, power,
monopoly, and trusts. When the present mighty
ones are displaced it will have no ambition to replace
them from its ranks.

We see it exemplified in several cases, such as by
the Pastor who has as much respect for a certain
gentleman as an?j/ man living (no need to include the
dead). It is probably not because he plays golf on
Sundays and passed the Licensing Act of 1902, etc.
Why did some Nonconformist (what a paradoxical
term really!) ministers who upheld the late Boer
War retract their opinion lately ? Was it because of
after-light, or because the Sultan was damned or
working men condemned ? Was it lack of time or
desire, or was the salary of £3,000 being more profit-
ably added to in other directions, that 6adly neces-
sitated the discontinuance of a young men’s column,
etc. ? Do they not need help as much as ever?
Perhaps, however, there were too many begging
letters.

The elections wore nearly all over, and the excite-
ment in the country had somewhat subsided. For
its many failings and propositions the Unionist party
had received an almost unparalleled check, and
Liberal and Labor candidates galore had been
returned to the new Government, giving it a great
majority. The desire to throw off the yoke of
apparent tyranny, bondage, and exclusiveness, and
the determination to support greater freedom of
speech and action, together with more liberal senti-
ments and amelioration of evils for the majority of
those who existed, was rampant, and the protest
exhibited itself at the polls. Nonconformity that at
one time was part and parcel of Conservatism had
gone hand in hand for Liberalism because of the dis-
abilities of the Education Act and the tardiness of
Licensing Reform.

The gall and wormwood to Nonconformist ministers,
however, was that theﬁ hadnt a chance an?/ way, and
that the power of the Bishops, as well as their
salaries, was increasing, so that theirs was likely—
were they fortunate or unlucky enough to have any
—to diminish. Consequently pride, among other
thing3, prompted them to assist at political meetings,
to open their premises to denouncements of all
persons and politics of opposite views. Why shouldn’t
Nonconformist parsons have power too? They are
not the least autocratic when you know them. They
disdain power, and all ideas of wanting to become
Bishops in principle or practice. Their sentiments
are as high as those of the Labor members, who
would as soon go to as become landlords.
Veritably ! Like Labor and extreme Radical members,
they said a certain salary was sufficient; now their
wails rise to heaven for increases, in spite of their
incomes and luxuries being practically doubled.
Precepts as to learning in whatever state we are in
therewith to be content, apply to their congregations,
not to them. There is no inconsistency ; It is simply
the march of progress and evolution. Their interests
are absorbed in the interests of the people ; that is
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one of the reasons, too, for the payment of members,
as it will only be a charge on the whole.

In one of the provincial constituencies, on the
identical day on which the election took place there
—which was a mere coincidence—a Nonconformist
minister was married. Rich and poor alike had sub-
scribed to the mission of which he was a component
—a main—part, down to semstresses and washer-
women and men who wore patched shirts. Never
again ! There were no more than twenty carriages,
in order that his deeds may not be known among
men; there was a swell service at the chapel, sothat
humility might possess his soul; the presents num-
bered two hundred—the missionary debt was another
matter, and had no bearing just then; the dresses
were sumptuous, and the banquet was held in one
of the hotels in the town. The bridegroom couldn’t
help it, of course; it was the bride’s people’s busi-
ness, and they were prominent Nonconformists. He
would have put his foot down and said, This is not
synonymous with my work; but tbo overwhelmin
sense of his own importance precluded it, and “ shal
not the meek inherit the earth ”? This worldliness
was not pride or self-advertisement; it was only one
of the necessary phases in the nature of a Benedict
who exalted Christ and the people, not himself. But
the question, What would Jesus do? is not to be
applied under all conditions and circumstances.

When one subscribes for the promulgation of a
good work one must not look at the intentions or
doings of the worker. When one pawns his coat to
subscribe to good objects, and in order to increase
self-denial funds, it should not concern one how they
are administered, nor should one inquire or adjudicate
the manner or standard of living of those who
administer them. They are not concurrent; besides,
it is another story, and “ gou gave to God.” There
is no wrong or tyranny, because these holy people
are working out our social, moral, and spiritual
salvation. Poor, dear, sweet priests. Ah! alas!
They are being killed all the day long for our collec-
tive welfare, and there is no knowing what they are
doing for our political and civil liberty ; and all with
a single eye to God’s and the people’s glory. It is
bizarre.

After all, a change of dynastios may only mean the
same process inversely—that is to say, merely a
change of gown, not of personality.

Why should we be collectively gulled and mulcted
in this political dodge for power and place ? Because
self-interest must be lost in the interest of the race.

Men may come and men may go, but truth goes on
for ever, and must prevail. The people, not the
individual, must reign. And so far, what ?

William Cagar.

AMBITION AND GREAT MEN.

We exaggerate the ambition of Great Men; we mistake
what the nature of it is. Great Men are not ambitious in
that sense; he is a small poor man that is ambitious so,
Examine the man who lives in misery because he does not
shine above other men ; who goes about producing himself,
pruriently anxious about his gifts and claims ; struggling to
force everybody, as it were begging everybody for God’s
sake, to acknowledge him a great man, and set him over the
heads of men ! Such a creature is among the wretchedest
sights seen under the sun. A great man ? A poor, morbid,
prurient, empty man; fitter for the ward of a hospital than
for a throne among men. | advise you to keep out of his
way.. He cannot walk on quiet paths; unless you will look
at him, wonder at him, write paragraphs about him, he
cannot live. It is the emptiness of the man, not his great-
ness. Because there is nothing in himself, he hungers and
thirsts that you would find something in him. In good
truth, I believe no great man, not so much as a genuine
man who had health and real substance in him of whatever
magnitude, was ever much tormented in this way.— Thomas
Carlyle.

In the church to look at farces oft I linger of a morning,
In the theatre sit atevening, from tho sermon taking warning.

—Heine.
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Acid Drops.

»
“The Lord of Hosts be with you and give you victory.
Thus the Norwich Radical Association telegraphed to the
Liberal candidate on the day of the Huddersfield election.
The Lord of Hosts was with him. He is always on the sia®
of the biggest crowd—or the biggest battalions, as Napole°n
put it in military language. _

There ought to be some humor in human affairs. The
men, and the women too, seem to have taken themselves
with wonderful seriousness at Huddersfield. It was reserve®
for the lads to contribute the fun. A number of them, armcd
with sticks and a banner, hustled the crowd in the streets °n
election day. Their banner boro the inscription, * Votes f&r
Boys.” Those jolly youngsters will become solemn men |D
time—and some will go to church and some to chapel—10
short, they will be spoiled.

There is a terrible chortling in the political world over
very small victories. Mr. Arthur Slierwell, the Libera
candidate, certainly won the seat, and that counts for every'
thing on a division in the House of Commons. But just I®
us look at the election figures for a moment. Mr. Shervvel
polled 5,762 votes; Mr. Williams, the Labor candidate
polled 5,422 votes; and Mr. Foster Fraser, the Conservative
candidate, polled 4,844 votes. Now what does this mean
The Conservative candidate polled 498 less than one third 0
the total number of votes, which was 16,028. Those 49
were distributed amongst tho other two candidates, t®
Liberal getting 420 and the Labor 78. It follows, therefore!
that the difference between the Liberal and Labor polls
less than 1 per cent. It also follows that the success™1
candidate polled 36 per cent of the electors, and that 64 Pc’
cent really voted against him. That is how he “ represents
Huddersfield. Actually—not technically—ho represents a
triile over a third of the constituency.

Now our object in stating these facts is not at all politic3t
Mr. Sherwell having won the seat in these circumstances,
will be declared that Huddersfield has endorsed tho Libers*
policy on the Education Bill. Well, it hasn’t. Mr. Sherwc??
5,762 votes may be reckoned in favor of tho Governing
policy, but 4,844 of them aro cancelled by Mr. Fraser’s vot®
against it. Tho balance left is 818. But against that y®
have tho Labor vote of 5,442. All that number of clecter
voted for this plank in Mr. Williams’s program : “ Educati®®'

-Moral Instruction, but no Religious Teaching.” Wb®
nonsense it is for the Liberal leaders to say aftor this th®
tho policy of Secular Education has no strength of supp°r
in the country. That is our point.

It is understood that Hell is proud of tho Devil. Th®
Belgian Premier says that the Belgian nation “feel ®
legitimate pride ” in what Leopold has done in the Congo-

A contingent of tho “Holy Ghost and Us ” Society, ®&r
sisting of tho Rev. Frank Sandford, its leader, and Chari®8
Holland, who is supposed to be a reincarnation of Mos®s’
embarked on board tho liebecca Cowell to sail from Bosto®
to Palestine. Sho is now reported to bo missing. Wo
the “ Us ” have not gone to tho bottom. It would be very
awkw-ard if the H. G. went down with them.

“1’m coming homo to you love.” This is what the B°V’
C. F. Aked says to his Liverpool congregation. But will i®
stay with tho object of his deathless affection ? We fancy
not. Tho Fifth Avenue Baptist Church, New York, wluc|j
he has been called to, is full of big pots and millionaires, ft0.
Standard Oil Rockefeller is one of them. Tho salary ’3
described as “enormous.” But money will not weigh W¢*
Mr. Akcd. Oh dear nol He will decide on very differ®?1
grounds. Of course ! Yet we can all guess his decision,
already says that ho was born on tho wrong side of
Atlantic, and that it has been tho dream of his life t0
become an American citizen. No doubt lie will follow th®

dream.

Mr. Hall Caine says that if Mr. Akcd goes to Now
“it will enormously incrcaso his personal position in *u.
world.” Fancy 1 Mr. Aked’s “ Master ” had his person®@"
position in tho world increased by being shifted a fow fe®t'"*
from the bottom to tho top of a cross.

The Samaritans who came to England hoping to sell a®
old scroll'of tho Pentateuch do not appear to have be®
successful.  They want .£5,000 for it, and neither JoW u™_
Gentile will shell out the monoy. The British Museum
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®ud’s starved though splendid institutions—
for anything ; not even for the two stone
s that Moses brought down from Mount Sinai containing
'Jv.q comma:adinents “written with the finger of God.”
and *aiUar*tan seroll is claimed to be a thousand years old,
.., a copy of the original manuscript written by
is Billla’son °f Phineas, tho grandson of Aaron. All this
, Suavely get forth in a long article in the Tribune. But
Lie subject know that the Five Books of Moses
dh Gno*“ existence until many centuries afterwards. They
not belong to the earliest of Old Testament books, although
°y are printed first, but to the later ones.

The following paragraph is taken from a newspaper report
a recent London County Council meeting:—
“Mr. Hubbard presented a petition, signed by practically
p the clergy and ministers in the neighborhood, asking the
Council not to grant a theatre and music-hall licence to the
Dew Brixton Theatre.”

o wonder Mr. H. A. Jones, the playwright, said in his
ecture the other day at Boston that the great cause of the
poverty Of the drama in modern England was the puritanism

religion. For our part, we go a step further, and accuse

e men of God of the most sordid professional jealousy.
tQy I°°k upon theatres and music-halls as formidable rivals

churches and chapels ; and in the name of the Lord they
emand trade protection.

A Mahatma—not an “ All-Itound-My-Hat-ma "—who
tesides in Bloomsbury, is reported to have his reception
featQ crowded with persons seeking advice and counsel.
Are you prepared,” he asked one interviewer, “to give
isolate devotion to me ?” “ No,” was the reply, “not to
y°u, but I am to the truth.” “Ah!” said the Mahatma,
that is not sufficient, you must give yourself up to me,
itself, with all your mind and heart, for I am tho truth.”
“it it didn’t come off. Sometimes it does come off—and

According to a Laffan telegram from Now York, a fiendish
5utder has been committed at Sullivan, Indiana. James
, ®°lc, a miner, was seized by three fellow-miners, and put
0 death by slow torture. Two of them held him down

the third cut strips of flesh off his body. Yet tho
c’Datry in which this happonod, and in which thousands of
fautders occur every year, subscribes millions of dollars for
le conversion of tho “heathen.”

The humbug of Christianity is flagrant in America. Tho
iJhtes and tho blacks are both Christians, yet their common
, uristianity has no power to allay the bitter race hatred
,(:t'vecn them. The Church Standard, a paper published at
Philadelphia, admits “ tho complete obliteration of religious
ji'D'pathy between the white and black people.” Such is

practice of tho people who are always boasting that it
Q ? the great Apostle of Christianity who declared that
.. d had made of ono blood all nations of men to dwell upon
tlle face of the earth. _
0 i'l0fact of tho matter is that tho Apostles’” Creed has
tin Ved hs time, and tho modern conception of what Chris-
to, | stands in outspoken antagonism to several loading

ahings of this Creed. Take tho singlo statement con-
"a,ng Christ’s miraculous birth from the Virgin Mary.

« undeniable that at least one-half of tho theological
(3 Messors and docents in tho Protestant faculties of the
£eifaan univorsitios deny this doctrine in toto.—Frankfurter

J h e little maid was told that if sho was so naughty she
not go to heaven. “ Oh, well,” she sighed, “ | ’ve been
Wo thoatres and a party and a circus. | can't expect to

60 everywhere.”

tjjajt (e Isaacs, M.P., speaking at tho annual meeting of
Coul i ead’n” Liberal Association, said that so long as ho
jasi r°dgious education which was not denominational
bad i°0"S e Boould vote against secular education, but if ho
6; tO cbooso between denominational education at tho
ah) $ the public, or secular education, then he would,
I0 OUgh ho regretted it, have to vote for secular. As
f2 as ho has to vote for it his regrets don’t matter to
nuJo110 himself. But is not tho gentleman’s attitude
ar. ¥ contemptiblo ? As long as ho and his friends can get
is “~tablo injustice ho is not going to vote for justice; he
jn- @y going to vote for justice when the profit of the
J stice accrues to the enemy.

~*° avening of Mr. Rufus Isaacs’ speech a presentation
blade to Mr. Hickmott, who recently retired from tho
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secretaryship of the Association. It took the form of a
cheque for (6250, a marble clock, and an illuminated address.
We wonder if thi3 is the Mr. Hickmott we used to know
many years ago a3 a Secularist.

Miss Salt, addressing the Aldershot "Women’s Liberal
Association, said that—* They would be surprised to know
that Bible-folding was numbered amongst the sweated
industries, but she was glad to say it was now being
diminished.” Perhaps so. But that is no credit to the
Bible Societies. They paid the women folders starvation
wages as long as they could, and only improved under the
pressure of indignant public opinion.

Streams of Gladness contains another foolish article by
Henry Varley, ex-butcher and revivalist—and first-class
bigot. We notice an editorial announcement that, largely in
consequence of this ill-educated and ill-conditioned person’s
articles, the paper will appear in the new year as The
Vanguard. “New machinery,” the editor says, “has been
laid in at our works, our staff increased, and (13.V.) wo expect
to sot out with our January number with a circulation of
5,000.” Laying in new machinery to print 5,000 copies of a
paper smaller than the Freethinker once a month is a joke
that will be appreciated by thoso who know anything of the
printing trade.

Henry Varley keeps going for the Rev. R. J. Campbell, of
the City Temple. Henry Varley is a Christian. Mr.
Campbell isn’t. Henry Varloy says so—and ho ought to
know.

Henry Varley has great powers of belief. That is because
ho has such a slender stock of information. He confesses to
believing that “ the fall of man took place in the garden of
Eden.” This, he says, is “ neither poetry, nor allegory, but
solid historic fact.” “ It is written,” he says—and that ends
it. And if there were not so many credulous fools about it
would end Henry Varley too.

“Tho probability,” Henry Varley says, “is that Adam
was from fifty to eighty years old before Eve was formed
and created.” No wonder Eve called him “ Old man.”
But, after all, Henry Varley is not as entertaining as Saint
Augustine. That gentleman thought that Adam was born
thirty years old. This is beyond tho reach of the Protestant
champion’s fancy.

Adam and Varlcy would look well in a museum—stuffed.
Wo regret that Adam is missing; but Varley will be available
in due season.

“ Should Choirs bo Abolished ” was tho heading of a
column in tho Sunday Chronicle, written by “ A Church
Organist.” According to this writer no professional cathedral
vocalist has an atom of respect for tho services or tho clergy.
They speak of tho men of God with “ bitter and withering
expressions of scorn.” “ You are moro sovoro than G. W.
Footo,” he said to one of them lately. “ Wo know ’em bettor,”
was the reply.

A South African subscriber of ours received a written
copy, evidently by a lady, of “ An endless chain prayer.” It
was just a few lines of usual silly supplication, addressed to
Jesus, and ending “ Amen.” The recipient was askod to
send copies of it to nine other persons, who would perhaps
send it to nine other persons each, and in that way it would
go round the world. Finally, wo suppose, Josus would hoar ;
which implies that he is very deaf. But he cured others of
deafness, we aro told—and why can’t ho cure himself ?

“ Major ” Linacre, of the Salvation Army, having charge
of its social operations in Scotlaud, says ho has received
requests from substantial applicants for good wives, who can
be trusted to look after homos and husbands conscientiously.
After that there is no need to ask “ Rtands Scotland where it
did ?” A hundred years ago—witness tho poems of Robert
Burns—Scottish men never thought of doing their wooing by
proxy. They onjoyed doing it themselves/ They wouldn’t
have handed it over to anybody else then—not even to a
Major in the Blood-and-Firo Army.

General Booth is said to bo contemplating an appeal for
<£1,000,000 for operations in Rhodesia. Why not make him
Chancellor of tho Exchequer and give him a froo hand ? He
would then be in his glory—for a time. When he got used
to it ho would sigh for moro exchequers.
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Mr. John Japp, the Lord Mayor of Liverpool, was not
elected as a religionist. But he evidently fancies he was.
He presided at General Booth’s meeting in the Hippodrome,
and heartily welcomed him in the name of the city. This
was a gross impertinence. Mr. Japp can do a3 he likes.
The Lord Mayor of Liverpool should remember his repre-
sentative capacity.

In the course of that Hippodrome lecture or sermon—or
whatever it was—General Booth expressed sympathy for
the criminal classes, but he said he would deal sharply with
the irreclaimable. He would place them on a convictisland,
with no other paper to read than the War Cry. That ought
to settle them.

Ophelia Synder, a Salvation lass, shot three people in
New York, including a physician named Berhoff, who was
taken to the hospital in a dying condition. She said that
Berhoff had stolen some of her ideas. We should have
thought that impossible. Are Salvationists a different
species in America ?

“ Controversy has convinced me,” the Rev. R. J. Campbell
says, “that the only practical solution is secular education,
with facilities for religious instruction ; full public control;
and no tests for teachers.” Mr. Campbell is progressing
favorably. In time, perhaps, he will drop the “ facilities,” too.

Emperor William has been saying that a drowning sailor
has but a moment in which to think of three things nearest
and dearest to him ; first, home—second, God—third, the
Kaiser. William was always modest.

“1 know,” the Kaiser says,that I can always, everywhere
and at every time, depend upon my young bluejackets.”
Does he mean that the old ones know him too well ?

Mr. Haldane goes on preaching. Why doesn’t he leavo
the War Office and fill a pulpit? “Unless a man was
capable,” he has just said, “ of having kindled in him the
sacred flame of religion he would not be a great leader,”
No doubt Mr. Haldane has the “sacred flame.” Few think
him “ a great leader.”

Mrs. Eddy, the head of the Christian Scientists, is never
going to die. Perhaps not. But it is a thousand to one she
will have a funeral.

Rev. T. Phillips, a Bloomsbury Free Churchman, has been
saying that the patron saiDt of England used to be St. George
—and now is Sandow. Not a bad exchange. Sandow is
probably stronger and certainly cleaner than St. George.

Rev. J. B. Johnstone, of Falkirk, says that the museums
and libraries in London and other great towns are used as
convenient places for lads and lasses to court in.  Well, they
must court somewhere. They do it in church. And if the
Rev. J. B. Johnstone has never noticed it he is too good for
this world.

The landlord of the “ Angel and Royal Hotel ” at Grantham
has to pay forty shillings yearly for a sermon to be delivered
in the parish church against drunkenness. Wo dare say he
shells out cheerfully for such a cheap advertisement of his
business.

The ignorance of college students of Biblical literature
is “universal, profound, and complete,” according to Pro-
fessor William Lyon Phelps, who occupies a chair in English
at Yale University. Professor Phelps says that “if all the
undergraduates in America should be placed in one room
and tested by a common examination on the supposedly
familiar stories of the Old Testament—I mean on such
instances as Adam, Eve, and the Garden of Eden, Noah,
Samson, David, and Goliath, Moses and Pharoah—the
results would be a magnificent contribution to American
humor.” He inquired of one fine specimen of American
manhood what he thought Shakespeare meant by the phrase
“ Here feel WE not the penalty of Adam,” and the specimen
replied: “ It was the mark put on Adam for having slain
his brother.” If appointed a committee of one to regulate
college examinations in English, the professor declares that
he would “ erase every list of books that has thus far been
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tried or suggested,” and would *“ confine the examination
wholly to the Authorised Version of the Bible.” We agree
with Professor Phelps that young men should be made
acquainted with the contents of the Bible. Their ignorance
of it, which is not our fault, is probably the first cause o
their believing it to be true and inspired,— Truthseeher ("e'f
York).

An examination of the actual facts at once destroys in the
most merciless manner all belief in a preordained harmony
of the inner and external world.—Helmholtz.

How can | adequately express my contempt for the asser-
tion that all things occur for the best, for a wise and bene-
ficent end, and are ordered by a humane intelligence ! 1t 3
the most utter falsehood, and a crime against the human
race.—Bichard Jeffries.

LACONICS.

Difficulties are but doors of delight.

It is better to right wrongs than to revenge them.
The lazy man always is proud of his patience.
No great work was ever done before a mirror.
Only a mercerised religion needs to wear a label.

— Unitye

Death of Mr. Stewart Ross.

Mr. W. stewart Boss, editor of the Agnostic Journal
died on Friday, November 30, and the funeral takes
place on Thursday, December 6, at Brookwood
Cemetery, Woking; the special train leaving t®
Necropolis Company’s Station, Westminster Bridge’
road, at 11,30 a.m.

The family have asked me to attend the funeral
speak a few words at the graveside, and | have agreed
to do so.

I only knew Mr. Ross very distantly, he was
exactly a personal friend of mine, and he was nev®r
connected with the Freethought movement which
have the honor to represent. Both his strength
his weakness marked him out as a solitary catf'
paigner. He never could have worked with a party»
and a party never could have worked with hii*3
There was something in him of an old Covenant®1
born out of due season. But | am not called up(3
to write an analysis of his character, and perbap8
I am not qualified for the task. What | am really
concerned to say is this; that whilo he betray®"
leanings from time to time towards a certai0
supernaturalism, or at least a certain mysticis"»
ho never wavered in his bold and trenchant opp°st
tion to Christianity. For a quarter of a century b0
attacked the popular superstition with relontles8
vigor. Naturally | leave it to others to estimate bi8
powers as a writer. Anything I might say on tba
point might easily be open to misunderstand”#’
But | am bound to say that ho fought a long
gallant battle against the hateful enemy of liberty
and progress that Voltaire had in mind when b0
cried “ Crush the Infamous! He gave the mal0
energies of his life to that effort. Whatever ds®
may be said of him, no one can rob him of tha
praise. And | fancy that he would have been fe
satisfied to know that his tomb might honestly b&fllj
the inscription, “ Here lies a soldier of Freethougbt-
That he was from first to last. And as soldiers O
Freethought are so few inthis country he has ear»®@"
the distinction that will mark him in the minds
many by whom it is an honor to be remembered.

G. W. Foote.
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

Sunday, December 9, Queen’s (Minor) Hall, Langham-place,
London, W .: 7.30., “Mr. Bernard Shaw on Darwin, Shakes-
Peare, and God.”

December 16, Queen’s Hall, London.

To Correspondents.

C-C ohen’s Lecture E ngagements—December 9, Glasgow; 16,
Belfast.

Na. Stmes’s Lecturing E ngagements.—December 9, Leicester;
15, Bedlington; 16, Newcastle ; 17, Hetton ; 18, Spennymoor.

Cohen “ Salvation Army ” Tract F und.—Previously acknow-
ledged, £6 16s. Since received : R. Chapman Is., W. Appleby
2s. 6d., T. Grosset 8d., Mrs. E. Adams Is., R. Lloyd 2s.,
W. Malcolm 10d., James Neate 2s. 6d., J. Baker 6d., W.
Mackay Is., West Ham Branch 5s., David Watt 2s. 6d.

A. Aldred—Pleased to hear that your twenty-nine Monday
evening Freethought lectures have been so well reported in the
Islington Gazette. Never mind the threats of obscure, irre-
sponsible Christians.

*J; Henderson is “ glad to hear that Mr. Bonte’s pamphlet is
goingwell. I have some,” he adds, “and give them away.”
Ihis correspondent is thanked for cuttings.
mJ- Cartow Writes that she is “ delighted with the Freethinker."
we are glad to hear it. Thousands of people would be delighted
vithit if it were introduced to them. Will our readers help in
8matter? They can do so very easily, by placing the paper
In other hands when they have done with it, by taking an extra
c°Py for systematic distribution, and by sending us names and
addresses of persons who might become regular subscribers
after receiving from us six consecutive weekly copies gratis and
post-free. We shall be happy to forward the paper to any

p dumber of addresses.

*Joyner.—Pleased to havo your cheerful letter from the “ends
°f the earth.” Thanks for good wishes.

o SUnsCRIRER (South Africa).—Soe “ Acid Drops.”

* McCarthy writes:—*“ | wrote you last year asking you to
orward the Freethinker to two of my friends free of charge. |
ail glad to say they take it regulafly now, and attend all the
eotures at All Saints, Manchester.”

"H. E 1stod.—We have found room, but Tuesday morning is
@y late for such things. All we should receive on Tuesday is
"hat could not possibly be sent before. We hope Branch
icfetaries will note this, and act accordingly,

j 'Bindon.—You shouldn’t waste even halfpenny postcards.

~ ridge—Glad to hear Mr. Symes had “good audiences ”

hd such a “very warm reception ” at Birmingham ; also that,
y the kindness of Miss Baker, he was able to spend a few

p °Urs with your committee at her house on the Saturday.

I*Ncii Freethinker in Liverpool.—Pleased to have your good
Pmion of the Freethinker, and not surprised that you do not
eye to eye with us in regard to the Separation Law. How
8it that so many French Freethinkers, who are clear-minded
find tolerant in other respects, aro unable to put themselves for
foment at the Catholic’s point of view ? Had you done that

ity LU Lave perceived the absurdity of suggesting that a
f niihc building, like a state church, might be used for a Free-

ought meeting in the afternoon and a Catholic service in the
*
g)>(> 10°ARs—We were not present at “ George Eliot’s ” funeral.
, hopen letter to the reverend gentleman you refer to would
¢ paying him too much honor. He is not important enough.
anks for your good wishes. We hope you will be able to
il Tmg contemplated debate at Crewe.
I1t$,E8—We understand that the cause of death was paralysis,
j been creeping upon him for years.
*Pearce.—Glad to know the Freethinker is “ the best treat
~eUget.”
g, * ‘«s—Thanks for the Christian Commonwealth report of Mr.
lav's discourse at the City Temple. It will be a help to us
q ,° Urlecture at Queen’s Hall this evening (Dec. 9).
Baro® QWARD'— answer in a day or two.
slaffvD / LLIOT—H was n°f necessary in your case.
C>yE Pleased to have your letter. Papers shall be sent.

an. . lon— Don’t ask who are most likely to bo right.
R. g P'mon of your own.

—

ThankB.

Form

a,," Bosetxi—Acknowledged as from the Branch, which we
aur]-°Se ’a right. Glad to hear Mr. Cohen had such a good
Clisiu 13f°  forest Gate.

4 g ¢ Hrey.—Your good wishes arc cordially reciprocated.
t]le'~~"es>the Mr. Ball who gave such valuable help to us in
w  ?iter °f the Bible Handbook is the same Mr. Ball who

B. M ° 1,10 8c'entific book you refer to.

ty, j°QkRoft.—Shall be considered.
aﬁent\/l*iNS—So_rry we have no means of tracing. Wholesale
they 9 Xy copies of the Freethinker, and we can't tell where
circ,]$m< ‘Bem. But, of course, your efforts to promote our

ation must have done good.
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W. P. Balr.—Thanks for your valued cuttings.

J. Brough.—We are obliged.

The Secular Society, Limited, oOffice is at 2 Newecastle-street,
Farringdon-street, E.C.

The National Secular Society’s Office is at 2 Newcastle-street,
Farringdon-street, E.C.

Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed
to 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

Lecture Notices must reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-
street, E.C., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be
inserted.

F riends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.
Orders for literature should be sent to the Freethought Pub-
lishing Company, Limited, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-

street, E.C., and not to the Editor.

Persons remitting for literature by stamps are specially requested
to send halfpenny stamps.

The Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid—One year,
10s. 6d.; half year, 5s. 3d. ; three months, 2s. 8d.

Scale of Advertisements . Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every suc-
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertissments :—One inch,

4s. 6d.; half column, £1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special
terms for repetitions.

Sugar Plums.

Mr. Foote delivers the first of his two special lectures at
the Queen’s (Minor) Hall this evening (Dec. 9). His subject
will be “ Mr. Bernard Shaw on Darwin, Shakespeare, and
God.” Mr. Foote, on such a subject, ought to be entertaining.
Freethinkers should make the lecture known amongst their
friends and acquaintances.

Mr. Foote had capital audiencos on Sunday in the Co-
operative Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne—the largest Freethought
meetings that have been seen in that city for a great many
years. Friends were present from several places on the
Tyneside, including Mr. Peacock, of South Shields, who pre-
sided at the evening lecture. Mr. Footo was in first-rate
form, and his lectures were much applauded. Plenty of
questions were asked after both, but there was no formal
opposition.  Reference having been made to the partial
restrictions sought to be placed by the local authorities on
the use of licensed buildings by the Secularists, Mr. Johnson,
chairman of the Independent Labor Party, rose after the
evening meeting and declared that he and his colleagues
were with the Secularists in their just demand, and would
support it to the full extent of their power. This announce-
ment was enthusiastically cheered.

The Newcastle Daily Chronicle gave a good report of Mr.
Foote’s evening lecture on “ The Lords and the Education
Bill ” and noted the “large attendance.”

London Freethinkers will note that their Annual Dinner,
under the auspices of the N.S.S. Executive, is fixed for
Tuesday evening, January 8, at the Holborn Restaurant.
Mr. Footo will preside, and will bo supported by Messrs.
Cohen, Lloyd, Symes, Davies, Heaford, and other well-known
spoakers. The tickets are 4s., and can bo had of tho N. S. S.
secretary, Miss E. M. Vance, 2 Newcastle-streot, London, E.C.

Mr. Cohen visits Glasgow to-day (Dec. 9) and lectures
twice in tho Secular Hall, Brunswick-streot. No doubt he
will have his usual good meetings and hearty reception.
Mr. Cohen will bo lecturing in tho district after the Glasgow
lectures.

Northumbrians consider they havo a special claim to Mr.
Symes, as it was in their county that ho was stationed as a
Wesleyan ministor, and it was in the Nelson-street Lecture
Hall, Newcastle, where ho gave his first lecture for Free-
thought after leaving tho Wesleyan Body. As tho date of
that lecture was December 17, 1876, tho local Secularists, in
order to celebrate this thirtieth anniversary, havo arranged
for Mr. Symes to lecture in tho Palace Theatre on December
16, on his “Thirty Years of Storm and Struggle for Free-
thought.” Although quite ready to allow the local Socialists
to charge for admission on Sunday to this Theatre, tho Town
Improvement Committee (the licensing authority) has drawn
the line at the Secularists, so that a collection will bo the only
means available to raise tho very largo expenses entailed. It
is confidently hoped, therefore, that the local friends of Free-
thought will riso to the occasion and turn up in force, and, at
tho samo time, generously disposed.
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It is intended to liold a Reception in Mr. Symes’s honor in
the afternoon preceding this lecture in the Cordwarners’ Hall,
Nelson-street. Already a large number of Mr. Symes’s old
friends from the outlying villages have expressed their desire
to be present at this function. Anyone requiring tickets for
the Tea and Reception (One Shilling) should apply to Mr.
T. H. Elstob, 24 Woodbine-road, Gosforth, who will give
them all information.

Not many are left of the late Progressive majority on the
Camberwell Council. One of them is Mr. A. B. Moss, who
has just been fighting the battle of the Freethinker. The
new committee of the “ Dulwich Library ” soon raised an
objection to this journal’s being allowed to be upon that
Library table. The matter came up for discussion on the
main committee on Monday evening, November 26. The
chairman of the Dulwich Library, in bringing up the recom-
mendation of exclusion, described the Freethinker as a
“a dirty publication—one calculated to corrupt the morals
of the young.” Mr. Moss challenged that description, and
declared that if the gentleman would “put that down on
paper ” he would be prosecuted for libel. This had the
effect of damping the gentleman’s slanderous enthusiasm.
The description was withdrawn, and a discussion took place
on the merits of the question. Mr. Moss argued that if the
Freethinker were excluded from the Library table the books
of Darwin, Spencer, and Haeckel should be turned off the
Library shelves. He himself, though a Freethinker, had
voted in favor of all kinds of religions books being admitted
to the Library. Why should the other side be less tolerant ?
He warned the committee that if the recommendation were
carried lie would bring the matter before the full Council,
and that would give the Freethinker a fine advertisement.
An excellent speech in favor of the retention of this journal
was also made by a Church clergyman, and another by a
Roman Catholic; and in the end, after a very animated
debate, the recommendation of exclusion was defeated. Of
course the Dulwich Library is in the “ aristocratic ” part of
Camberwell—and the editor of the Freethinker doesn’t
belong to the Peerage, although the paper itself is aristo-
cratic, in the sense that it is far suporior to the common run
of commercial enterprises that are dignified with the name
of “ the free press ” of England. W.ith regard to Mr. Moss,
we have to thank him—not for the first time—for his bold
and effective defence of our right to the ordinary privileges
of citizenship.

Justice has the following notice of Mr. Cohen’s *“ Salvation
Army ” pamphlet:—* This useful little pamphlet is a reprint
from the Freethinker, exposing the methods that General
Booth adopts to deceive the public in order to get subscrip-
tions. It plainly shows that the Salvation Army as a
religious body is a hollow mockery, and that his socia
schemes are really started as a source of revenue for the
army. The pamphlet is for free distribution, and the secre-
taries of S.D.F. branches requiring copies can obtain them
by applying to W. A. Vaughan, Nowcastle-street, Farringdon-
street, E.C. Subscriptions are solicited from those interested
in the distribution of the booklet.”

Tho North London Branch held a highly successful social
evening on Thursday, Nov. 60, at the Branch meeting-place,
23 Seven Sistcrs-road, N. Tho first of a series of dabates
will bo opened on Thursday, Dec. 13, at 8.30 p.ra., by Mr.
H. B. Samuels, on “ Tho Necessity of Socialism.” It is
intended to carry on theso debates on the third Thursday in
each month until April. All N.S.S. members are welcome
at these meetings, and those having an axe to grind are
invited to apply to the Secretary, at the above address, for
vacant dates.

At tho National Liberal Federation’s recent demonstration
against the Lords’ mangling of the Education Bill it was
admitted by the Tribune descriptive reporter that the sen
tence in Mr. Thomas Burt’s speech which “ evoked the
greatest enthusiasm ” was the one in which he said: “1
gave one vote against the Government on this Bill—for |
voted in favor of secular education.” This was greeted
with “ repeated cheering.” A similar declaration by Colonel
Herbert, a Welsh member and a fervid Catholic, was
applauded to the echo. “ Like Mr. Burt,” he said, “ | voted
for the secular system, because | wished to see children of
all creeds brought up together, and taught the common
virtues which make men holy and nations great.” Colonel
Herbert “ spoke haltingly and with hesitancy,” and yet it
was his of all tho speeches that “ made the most profound
impression.” Why ? Because the man who speaks in the
name of the ideal stands on a higher plane than tho cleverest
advocates of expediency, and even party political assemblies
feel this in spite of themselves.
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Mr. A. Il. D. Acland, President of the Federation, roused
the meeting more than once, but the Daily News admit*0*
that “ One of the most sustained outbreaks of cheering cam®
with his reference to the secular solution.”

“ Towards Secularism ” was a big headline over the Daily
News report of the Congregational Union special meeting
tho City Temple. “ It was quite clear,” the reporter said,
“that the feeling of the assembly was running strongly 10
favor of the ‘secular solution.”” The following is from the
report of the President’s speech—the Rev. J. H. Jowett:

“ He bad hoped tho gulfs between Christians were not so
wide as once they were, but they were now told there was no
common ground, no common creed or faith below denoniip8
tionalism. Very well—that altered the entire field of vision
and made all organised efforts for Christian unity a vain
mockery. But the country would not much longer tolerate
education being the cockpit of contending sects. Nation®
education and religious instruction would be permanently
divorced. (Cheers.) Let the Bishops open their eyes and
stop their madcap progress, or they would find that wba
they feared had actually come to pass. (Loud cheers.) ”

In a leading article the morning after that meeting
Daily Neivs itself said :—

“ The religious difficulty is by way of solving itself. Tk®
secular solution increasingly commends itself to the country
at large. That was apparent in the current of feeling at botn
the remarkable meetings yesterday. At Caxton Hall men
as opposite types as Mr. Thomas Burt, Nonconformist, a0*
Colonel Ivor Herbert, Welshman and Catholic, declared 10
plain terms for secular education.”

This is a welcome declaration from such a quarter. Buj
why is Mr. Thomas Burt called a “ Nonconformist ”? Vrb
the Daily Neivs be good enough to tell us what Noncon-
formist Church he belongs to ?

For a reason best known to itself, tho Daily ChronicU
burked all those references to secular education, and th®
applause which greeted them. Was it afraid ? That ad®
shows that the chances of “the secular solution ” ar®
becoming serious.

We have had so many hard things said about us by Chris-
tians that it is quite refreshing to hoar something soft froD
one of them, Imagino our astonishment at receiving a shel
of verses called Stanza and Jingle and Socialist llecitatio01
with the following inscription opposite tho title-page : “

G. W. Foote Esgq.—A man—whoso courage is worthy of *00

land that gave Nelson to tho world ; who has used tho

English language in a way that no one has equalled *&
lucidity, and whom only William Cobbett has approached,

who, an Atheist, and a lord among Atheists, has tho sine®1®
regard and respect of a Christian—Thk Author.” This )9
very extravagant praise, of course; but it may bo set

against a lot of extravagant abuso. Tho man who wrote >
must have some good in him, and for that reason, at IRRY”
some of our readers may liko to get a copy of his little ®l"
lection of verses. His narno is Oliver Silversmith, *00
publisher is Abel Hoywood & Son, Manchester, and the pi0®
is threepence. The author’s Preface shows that ho wields ®
smart satiric pen ; and a satirist who can satirise himself jS
a sweet-natured person. Looking at tho felicitous last vet®0
of tho comic “ Song of tho Sub.” (Editor), and then at t'10
sorious and solomn “ Two Paths,” wo incline to think t®

Mr. Silversmith has tho possibility of doing really good work’
if ho will only tako tho troublo to do himself justico.

LIBERTY.
The fiery mountains answer each othor ;
Their thunderings arc echoed from zone to zono ;
The tempestuous oceans awake ono another,
And tho ice-rocks aro shakon round wintor’s throne,
When the clarion of the Typhoon is blown.

From a single cloud tho lightning flashes,
Whilst a thousand isles are illumined around ;
Earthquake is trampling ono city to ashes,
An hundred are shuddering and tottering ; the sound
Is bellowing underground.

But keener thy gaze than the lightning’s glare,
And swifter thy step than the earthquake’s tramp
Thou deafenest tho rage of the ocean ; thy stare
Makes blind the volcanoes ; tho sun’s bright lamp
To thine is a fen-fire damp.

From billow and mountain and exhalation
Tho sunlight is darted through vapor and blast
From spirit to spirit, from nation to nation,
From city to liamlot, thy dawning is cast,—
And tyrants and slaves are like shadows of night
In tho van of the morning light. n
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Books for Children.

Et/c and Manners. A Volume of Stories suitable for the
floral Instruction of Children. By F. J. Gould. London :
owan Sonnenschein & Co. 2s. Cd. net.

I/ie Children’s Plutarch. “Plutarch’s Lives” told in
biniplo Language: with an Index which adapts the Stories to
the Purpose of Moral Instruction. By F. J. Gould. With

full-page Illustrations by Walter Crane. London:
Watts & Co.
A HILE the Churches are fighting bitterly over the
ehgious education of the children in our elementary
pools the Education Department has taken a great
@GP towards secular moral instruction. “ Moral
hstruction,” the 1906 Code says, “should form an
jIPortant I;oart of every elementary school curri-
culum” It recommends that this instruction
should be direct, systematic, and graduated,” and
eclares that it should be “ on such points as courage;
J'uthfulness ; cleanliness of mind, body, and speech ;
, € love of fair play; gentleness to the weaker,
inanity to animals; temperance, self-denial, love
°°e’s country, and reSﬁect for beauty in nature
in art.” This is in keeping with a statement
~Njade by Mr. Birrell in the House of Commons on
“ay 28 of the %resent year. The right honorable
gentleman said that he attached considerable import-
ance to teaching children the elements of morality,
nd hoped to do something to encourage it. “1 am
Persuaded,” he said, “that, rationally conducted, it
an bo made a very live and very real thing. 1 do
°t think for a moment that morality can only be
jhight upon a theological basis. | am quite sure
nt jt can be taught, with spirit and with force,
part from such basis.” This is an astonishing
aorance for a Minister of Education in his place in
Parliament. It challenges the pretensions of the
gabbling Churches, which all claim that their

“hgion j8 essential to morality. It also makes light
in"?281ra™ar pretension which Mr. Birroll has involved
J- his own Education Bill. For if morality can be
dught with spirit and force apart altogether from

®Ilo8y, there is really no moral objection to tho
I°hcy of complete Secular Education.

. i rocoeding upon the linos of tho Code of Regula-

Q3 for Public Elementary Schools for 1906, and of
p r* Birroll’s striking declaration in tho House of
JjO®nions, Mr. F. J. Gould has produced what | have
V) e station in calling those two beautiful books,
.hich should bo of great assistance to school-teachers

*Slv_ing moral instruction to their pupils, and of
« eat Interest and utility to childron themselves who

2 enough to understand them,

o0 in the Introduction to Life and Manners, which is
ra°,rnore important of these two volumes, Mr. Gould

*ses the question “ whether, in relating a legend,
j|.e teacher may or may not legitimately dispel tho

pjsi°o0 by suggesting that tho story is not true.”
oadmits that othors may not, and that some do
answer the question as ho does. “ But my own

APmion," ho says, “ is emphatic. | do not hesitate

convoy to tho children a hint as to the unhistoric
\faracter of a story, oven in the very process of
, goroua narration. | have followed this practice

mdrods of times, and havo never obsorved any
Asequent abatement of interest.” *1 maintain,”
fj” Gould concludes, “that it is preferable to be

ar'tist' ir,iellecfcually> an™ 1°30 n°tbing

would probably admit that thoro is a
eandvi diffioulfcy with regard to tho Bible. Even so
chili a HiS”r Critic as Canon Driver thinks that
stor' r°D 8kould he allowed to consider all Biblo
tliolGs as true, and taught the actual truth when
prJ grow older. This policy is the one likoly to
Priuv™"  For the Bible is not as other books. It is

arily a book of religion; it is called Holy ; it is

as ~he Word of God; and all tho Protestant
arol£C*ca directly, and tho Catholic Church indirectly,
It °Unded upon tho thooryof its divine inspiration,
ju”~boars to me that while the Biblo itself is kept
ally ° @ation’s schools it will never be treated ration-
al' might be so, if it were bodily kept out of
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the school, and the teacher were allowed to refer to
any of its better-known stories by way of illustration.
I will add that to use the Bible as a text-book of moral
instruction seems to mo utterly irreconcilable with
the express language, as well as the vital spirit, of
the Education Gode. And | wish the Churches could
understand this.

With respect to tho moral aim of tho stories that
are to be told children in the schools, I am at one
with Mr. Gould. But a prosy teacher would probably
do more harm than good. Adults do not like being
preached at; neither do children. Mr. Gould says
that the moral teaching *“ must be perfectly definite
in its aim.” But if you make this too obvious to
the child you are likely to miss your aim altogether.
Tell a child some heroic story, and you see the good
you have done bz what should be sufficient signs;
the flushed cheeks, the kindled eyes, tho quickened
breath, show that you havo touched the springs of
sympathy and imagination, without which all moral
instruction is as dry, bitter, .and useless as Dead-Sea
fruit. Go farther than this, and the child’s indi-
viduality may be roused against you ; for what well-
conditioned child is going tamely to be saddled and
bitted, and ridden round tho arena by a moral prig,
with a free use of the “ethical ” spur? Mr. Gould,
| am sure, would be one of the first to admit this.
He allows already that “it is in some cases even a
fatal mistake to formulate the *lesson.”” Should
the “ lesson ” ever bo formulated at all at the end of
a fine story ? That is the point. And it is really
worth considering. There are plenty of moral
lessons in Shakespeare, but they are never formu-
lated, they are always implicated.

Let mo take an illustration from Mr. Gould’s own
story—a true one—of a bravo girl who was alono in
the house with her mother, who was very ill. Her
dress caught on fire while she was cooking at tho
stove; she would not call out for help, lest it should
alarm her mother, and make her worse; and in tryin
to quench tho flames herself she received morta
injuries. She was taken to the hospital, and Mr.
Gould ends his narrative as follows :—

“In an hour she was dead.
Brave girl; for her mother’s sako she gave up her
own life.
Brave soul, how noble was the silenco in which sho
bore the pain!”
Now I do not like criticising anything in this beautiful
book, on which Mr. Gould has expended such a labor
of lovo; yet | venture to suggest that this ending
might be improved by cutting away tho moral
reflections. It would then run thus:—
“In an hour sho was dead.
For her mother’s sako sbo had given up her own life.”

That she had borne her pain in silence was already
known. The great thought that sho had given up
her life for her mother’s sake might havo been left in
tho child’s mind to shino by its own light.

For the rest, | joyfully welcome this book. It is
full of grand, beautiful, and ?athetic stories; of noble
and exalted ethics ; and of fine and delicate expres-
sion. Useful as it may bo to toachers giving moral
instruction in schools, | think it would be even more
useful in the homos of England. | should rejoice to
know that a million homes had a well-thumbed copy
of it. What a contrast it is to the namby-pamby
stuff so often dished up for children by ladies and
gentlemen—particularly ladies—who seem to think
that all they havo to do in writing for them is to bo
as sentimental and silly as possible. Mr. Gould’s
book has stuff in it. 1 cordially commend it to
Secularists for use in their own families. It is well-
printed and well-bound, and the price is extremely
modorato.

Eleven years ago, reviewing a book of Mr. Gould’s
called Talesfrom the Bible, | observed that, from the
secular standpoint, a child had far better read Itollin
than the Hebrew scriptures. “ Above all,” | said,
“lothim read Plutarch, who,historically and humanly,
is worth all tho Bible writers put together.” That
observation of mine, | understand, was tho germ of
tho Children’s Plutarch. Mr. Gould takes the best
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heroic stories out of that grand old biographer, and
tells them afresh in vivid and simple but always
dignified language. A normally constituted boy
should revel in this book, and I really do not see why
girls should not enjoy it too.

Mr. Walter Crane’s illustrations do not appear to
me to be worthy of Mr. Gould’s text. Mr. Crane’s
genius is decorative. His anatomy leaves much to
be desired.

One word in conclusion. | have often been asked
to recommend good secular books for young people.
Henceforth | can always recommend these two by
Mr. Gould. They deserve more praise than | can

&ve them- G. W. Foote.

Correspondence.

MR. COHEN’S CRUSOE.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

“1 think | have made it plain how | regard the man upon
a desert island. It is quite true that a man in such a position
would still retain all the feelings associated with the current
morality, for the simple reason that his nature has been
fashioned by it. But that under such conditions he could be
called moral or immoral | quite fail to see. Mr. Reid says,
he will continue to live and, therefore, physical morality is of
importance. Important to him in view of this desire, |
grant, but if he shortens his life by his conduct, | quite fail
to see why he should be called immoral.”

Sir—There is an elision in the last sentence which in
essence is presumably understood, but when stated definitely
considerably modifies or intensifies the position of Mr.
Cohen’s Crusoe. Tho monarch of all he surveys is under-
stood to abdicate his control knowingly, willingly, and
unresistingly.  Of course, there can be no such thing as
morality without knowledge of its opposite ; so that, indeed,
this elision is bound to be understood, which puts Robinson’s
morality in another and different category. Mr. Cohen’s
Crusoe’s morality is then measured by his control, and his
control in turn is the standard of his morality, which is in
no way consequent upon his relation to man Friday, but a
duty he owes to himself.

Robinson, if he was an honest man to start with, would
not rob poor Friday because he had control over him, though
such things have been done. But then we are taking
Robinson to be an honest man ; in which case, whether he
dwelt on a desert island or lived in a bank, he would still be
Robinson, and Mr. Cohen’s Crusoe’s honesty would still be
the measure of Mr. Cohen’s Crusoe........

“ Timon.—The man is honest.
Old Athenian.—Therefore he will be Timon.”
—Act I., scene 1.

If a man be honest (I use the term in the generic sense—
that is, true to himself)—he will be governed by honesty,
just as he is governed by one of honesty’s factors, the multi-
plication table. Morality is not governed solely by fellow-
ship or social intercourse; if it were, the churches and
chapels would be full of rigidly righteous, honest men, and
no Diogenes would be required in the mart or judge on the
bench. The law does not mirror society, but is only an ideal
of what society ought to be; and, although the ideal is not
very exalted, yet the law employs thousands and tens of
thousands of men to keep society within that modest law.
True morality is a standard of the mind amongst minds,
perfectly independent of cotemporary minds or any particular
time, and the law in elemental acts takes it for granted that
all sane men know right from wrong. We are conversant
with such expressions as “ something to live for,” “ nothing
to live for  and in the silly season, society takes alternate
sides, just as fickle fortune has dealt her favors, in deciding
the momentous question, “Is life worth living ?” But the
question is perennial, for they never carry it to a division ;
though some poor fellow, madder than the rest, carries the
agitation so far that reason loses her seat. Of course,
extremes of fortune may make a man an “object,” as Mr.
Cohen says; but then he would, under these circumstances,
be less an “ object ” on a desert island than he would be in
Mayfair, whose social influence could be only said to be
forming his morality in a stoical sense. Most men move in
society without any mental reservation as to how this man
or that man is disposed towards them : their conduct and
demeanor is guided by what they owe to themselves ; that
is the standard they have fixed in their own minds, and the
bigger the man the firmer adherent he is to his own standard.
Indeed, if the mind be the man, what man ever found “him-
self ” in society ? In one sense, every man in reality is a
Crusoe; every man lives upon a desert island; for every
man is heir, not of tho present, but tho deserted past. How
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strikingly Shakespeare has drawn this characteristic of a
noble mind in his Timon of Athensl Society in Athens
dubbed Timon the man-hater. Not so Alcibiades, who could
appreciate Timon’s loyalty to the standard of humanity p6
had fixed in his own mind, and who, when Timon’s death is
told him—Timon, “who scorned the droplets which fro®
niggard nature fell —thus “ apostrophises his shade ” in kis
everlasting mansion upon the beached verge of the sal»
flood —
“ o Rich conceit
Taught thee to make vast Neptune weep for aye
On thy low grave, on faults forgiven.

Dead is noble Timon.”
D roplet.

Thanksgiving Day.

By Mark Twain.

Ewvery year, every person in America concentrates all b‘3
thought upon one thing—the catalogueing of his reasons f°r
being thankful to the Deity for the blessings conferred upo®
him and upon the human race during the expiring twelve
months.

This is well, and as it should be; but it is too one-sided-
No one ever seems to think of the Deity’s side of it; apPa‘
rently no one concerns himself to inquire how much or bo®
little he had to be thankful for during tho same period <
apparently no one has good feeling enough to wish he mig*“*
have a Thanksgiving Day too. There is nothing right aboU"
this.

Do you suppose everything has gone to his satisfaction
during this year ? Do you believe he is as sweepingly
thankful a3 our nation is going to be, as indicated by tb0
enthusiasm which will appear in the papers on tho thirtieth
of November from the pens of the distinguished person3
appointed to phrase its thankfulness on that day ?

We may be unstintedly thankful, but can that be roally
the case with him ? If he had a voice how would he regard
the year’s results in Russia ? What would he be thankf®
for there ? The servants of that government in patriot®
obedience to its commands, have lately killed and wounded
50,000 Jews by unusual and unpleasant methods, butchering
the men and women with knife and bayonet, flinging the®
out of windows, saturating them with kerosene and setting
fire to them, shutting them up in cellars and smothering
them with smoke, drenching children with boiling water’
tearing other children asunder by tho methods of the Midd®
Ages. Doubtless the most that he can be thankful for IS
that the carnage and the suffering are not as bad as they
might be.

He will have noticed that life insurance in Now York ha3
gone tolerably rotten, and that the widow and the orpha®
have had a sorrowful time of it at tho hands of their choseO
protectors. Doubtless the most that he is thankful for B3
that the rottenness and the robberies have not been abso-
lutely complete.

Ho has noticed that tho political smell ascending fr°®
New York, Philadelphia, and sixty or seventy other munic,1
palities has been modified a little—temporarily—and 13
doubtless thankful for that transient reprieve. ,

Ho has observed that King Leopold’s destruction
innocent life in the Congo is not as great this year as it naS
last by as much as 100,000 victims, because of tho diminish-
ing material. He has also noticed that America and tb0
other great Powers—accessories before the fact and rcspo°*
sible for these murders, especially America—are propel
thankful on our Thanksgiving Day and have been for nine-
teen previous Thanksgiving Days, and without doubt he 13
himself thankful that matters in the Congo are not as B’
trievably bad as they might be, and that some of the nati~03
are still left alive.

One is justified in fearing that the Deity’s Thanksgi~0”
Day is not as rosy as ours will appear when tho thanks-
giving sentiments blossom out in the journals, and that 1
he, now voiceless, should utter a sentiment, it would 00
tinged with a pathetic regret.—Secular Thought (Toronto)-

C
If we lie down in the grave, the whole man a piece 0
broken machinery, to moulder with the clods of the vabe3’
be it so; at least there is an end of pain, care, woes, a°
wants. If that part of us called mind does survive 1
apparent destruction of the man—away with old-wife P1
judices and tales. Every age and every nation has bad
different set of stories; and as the many are always ~®aJ
of consequence they have often, perhaps always, °e
deceived.—Robert Burns.

In the history of mankind wisdom occupies only a
note.—W. R. Paterson (“Benjamin Swift ™).
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Christmas Cruelties.

The Humanitarian League earnestly appeals to all humane
Persons at this Christmas season to do their utmost toward
essening the many sufferings needlessly inflicted on the
°wer animals under the plea of ministering to human
iflowship and enjoyment.

pome of the commonest barbarisms of this great annual

rrtisli religious festival are too familiar to us all to need
more than a bare mention.

First among these is the Cattle Show, held conveniently at
Christmas-time to fall in with the abnormal demand for meat

"'e Cattle Show, where royalty and the aristocracy unite
la contesting with the farmer the glory of producing the pig
or ox which can carry the greatest amount of unwholesome
a" Next, the overladen shops of the butcher and poulterer,
P'led up with the mangled bodies of slaughtered creatures,
at>d festooned overhead with strings of singing-birds; the
Prize ox driven through the streets, decorated for sacrifice
With ribbons and colored flowers, or exhibited at the local
Pitcher’s for the delectation of his lady customers, who go
0 gaze and select tho particular part they would like to
espeak for their own tables.

The story of the vaunted roast beef so much in evidence
at this season, is indeed harrowing. If any evidence is
required of the carelessness and cruelty of the manner in

Ich our slaughter-houses are conducted, it can be found
1Q the report of the Admiralty Committee published last
year. From this we learn that the slaughtermen are

tnade up of all kinds of people,” that they have no proper
raining, that they are often “full of beer ” when at their
w°rk, that the appliances are inefficient, and there is no
Proper supervision. It reveals, in short, a perfectly dis-
graceful condition of things. In the hurry of the specially

Jicfy ”” season all the horrors are naturally accentuated.

The process of flaying alive, and even of dismembering
at>imals before tho breath has left their bodies, is far from
""common in private slaughter-houses. A horrible caso ot
ruclty to a bullock was investigated by the magistrates at

°wcastle-on-Tyne, an inspector of the R.S.P.C.A. having
light a slaughterman in tho act of skinning the animal
cfore it was dead. Tho man did not deny this charge, but
¢Ercly said that it was done to save time, and jauntily
lored to pay any fine imposed.

you make inquiries you will find that a large proportion

the flesh, palmed off on the poor as “ English killed”
~ea*> is foreign. As a proof of this, one of the principal
itchers in a cattlo port lately confessed that not ten
jnglish beasts had been killed there in one week to supply

1 flesh-eating population of 250,000. Yet the beasts that
"ipply tho shops are mostly killed on English soil, after the
. °*racted miseries of a sea passage moro or less long and
I°rturing.

is not till tho transit of livo cattle by sea is altogether
,°Pped that horrors will cease. If a poor bullock gets sea-
he frequently dies; if he is oven weaker than his un-
aPpy comrades, and lies down after two days and nights of
ancing on sloppy boards and tossing about, he is trampled
UT 710 hoofs, and squeezed by their huge bodies or
~ ocated by tho pressure and foulness. The law forbids
fiy . cafrie should be carried otherwise than in pens, of a
0. .s'ze and strong make, with proper footholds to avert
'Pping, if possible ; while not moro than four animals are
°wed for each pen, or five if they aresmall. But what are
Precautions to meet tho pitching of a vessel in a storm
th ma ™an(l they ovon are frequently disregarded. Through
Su°i 1Volong night, in ono part of tho world or another, scenes
ta aS “veso ¢escribed are enacted for the supposed profit of
str  ° 0110 “a°t that stands out clearly at this season is the
ango incongruity of the whole proceeding. Were our
kn 6Ct celobrite the birth of the Prince of Darkness, we
Uo Way moro appropriate than by that great wail of
and ~ be8’nning weeks beforehand on the plains of America
in  °‘ber far-distant lands, gathering in its progress fresh
jments from all sides, and converging to these cities of
g?aud>which wo call centres of civilisation.
tbe @P.wl10 are willing to read and distribute literature on
fju Subiect are requested to write to the Secretary of the
cOt): anriarian League, 53 Chancery-lane, London, for free
°s of a pamphlet on “ Christmas Cruelties.”
[Contributed] .

aiiaril Tjord hath ordained that ye worship none but Him ;

attaiu'n , ess *° y°ur parents, whether one or both of them

HeitllQ 0<™ aSe w*th thee: then say not to them “Fiel”

Aoj (r rePr°aeh them; but speak to them generous words,

anqg °°P wing of humility to them out of compassion,

fost;ei. “Lord, have compassion on them, like as they
¢ He when | was little.”—Mohammed.
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MEANING OF WAR.

What, speaking in quite unofficial language, is the net-
purport and upshot of war? To my own knowledge, for
example, there dwell and toil, in the British village of
Dumdrudge, usually some five hundred souls. From these,
by certain “ Natural Enemies ” of the French, there are suc-
cessively selected, during the French war, say thirty able-
bodied men ; Dumdrudge, at her own expense, has suckled
and nursed them ; she has, not without difficulty and sorrow,
fed them up to manhood, and even trained them to crafts, so
that one can weave, another build, another hammer, and the
weakest can stand under thirty stone avoirdupois. Neverthe-
less, amid much weeping and swearing, they are selected ;
all dressed in red ; and shipped away at the public charges,
some two thousand miles, or say only to the South of Spain ;
and fed there till wanted. And now to that sanrfe spot in the
South of Spain, are thirty similar French artisans, from a
French Dumdrudge, in like manner wending ; till at length,
after infinite effort, the two parties come into actual juxta-
position ; and Thirty stands fronting Thirty, each with a gun
in his hand. Straightway the word “ Fire !” is given ; and
they blow the souls out of one another ; and in place of sixty
brisk, useful craftsmen, the world has sixty dead carcasses,
which it must bury and anew shed tears for. Had these men
any quarrel ? Busy as the Devil is, not the smallest ! They
lived far enough apart ; were the entirest strangers ; nay, in
so wide a Universe, there was even, unconsciously, by com-
merce, some mutual helpfulness between them. How then ?
Simpleton ! their Governors had fallen out; and instead of
shooting one another, had the cunning to make these poor
blockheads shoot.—Carlyle, “ Sartor Resartus.”

LIBERTY.

What man is there so bold that he should say,
“ Thus, and thus only, would | have the sea ”?
For whether lying calm and beautiful,

Clasping the earth in love, and throwing back
The smile of heaven from waves of amethyst;
Or whether, freshenea by the busy winds,

It bears the trade and navies of the world

To ends of use or stern activity ;

Or whether, lashed by tempests, it gives way
To elemental fury, howls and roars

At all its rocky barriers, in wild lust

Of ruin drinks the blood of living things, [shore,—
And strews its wrecks o’er leagues of desolate
Always it is the sea, and men bow down
Boforo its vast and varied majesty.

So all in vain will timorous ones essay

To set the metes and bounds of Liberty.

For Freedom is its own eternal law;

It makes its own conditions, and in storm

Or calm alike fulfils the unerring Will.

Let us not then despiso it when it lies

Still as a sleeping lion, while a swarm

Of gnat-like evils hover round its head;

Nor doubt it when in mad, disjointed times

It shakes tho torch of terror, and its cry

Shrills o’er the quaking earth, and in the flame

Of riot and war wo see its awful form

Rise by the scaffold, where the crimson axe

Rings down its grooves the knell of shuddering

For ever in thine eyes, O Liberty, [Kings.

Shines that high light whereby tho world is saved,

And though thou slay us, we will trust in thee !
—John Hay.

My heart is sad, and with misgiving
| pondor o'er the ancient day,

When this poor world was fit to live in,
And calmly sped the time away.

Now all seems changed which once was cherished,
The world is filled with care and dread ;

As if the Lord in Heaven had perished,
And down below the Devil were dead.

But care of all hath so bereft us,
So little pleasure life doth give ;

That were not some faint Love still left us,
No more I'd wish on earth to livo.

—Heine (Leland’s translation).

Can you tell me why a sectarian turn of mind has always
a tendency to narrow and illiberalise the heart? They aro
orderly; they may be just; nay, | have known them
merciful: but still your children of sanctity move among
their fellow-creatures with a nostril snuffing putrescence and
a foot spurning filth.—Robert Burns,
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday
and be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.

Queen’s (Minok) Haul (Langham-place, W.): 7.30, G. W.
Foote, “ Mr. Bernard Shaw on Darwin. Shakespeare, and God.”

Camberwell Branch N.S.S. (North Camberwell Hall, New
Church-road) : 7.30, Conversazione for Members and Friends.

North London Branch N.S.S. (23 Seven Sisters-road, N):
Thursday. Dec. 13, at 8.30, Debate, “ The Necessity for Socialism”;
opener, H. B. Samuels.

West Ham Branch N. S. S. (Liberal Hall, Broadway, Forest
Gate) : 7.30, W. J. Ramsey, “ What Must | Do to be Saved ?”

COUNTRY.

F ailswortii Secular Sunday School (Pole-lane) : 0.30, Oldliam
Concertina Band.

Glasgow Branch N.S.S. (Hall, 110 Brunswick-street) :
Cohen, 12 noon, “Christianity, Freethought, and Woman’s
Rights 6.30, “ Some Barbarisms of Civilisation.”

Glasgow Rationalist Association (319 Sauchiehall-street) :
Wednesday, Dec. 12, at 8, David Ross, “ Free-will.”

Liverpool Branch N.S.S. (Milton Hall, Daulby-street) :
Mrs. Bradlaugh-Bonner, 3, “ A Study in Hells”; 7, “ The New
India.”

Manchester Branch N. S. S. (Secular Hall. Rusbolme-road):
G.30, W. C. Schweizer, “ Do We Require a Substitute for Chris-
tianity ?”

N ewcastle R ationalist D ebating Society (Lockhart’s Cathedral
Café): Thursday, Dec. 13, at 8, Councillor J. W. Johnston,
“Blatchford’s ‘ Bottom Dog.””

P 1ymouth Rationalist Society (Foresters’ Hall, Octagon) : 7
E. E. Lowe, F.L.S., “ Heredity.” W.ith lantern illustrations.

Portii Branch N.S.S. (N. S.S. Room, Town Hall) : 0.30,
Owen Simons, “ Did Jesus Rise from the Dead?”

South Shields Branch N. S.S. (Captain Duncan’s Navigation
Schools, Market-place) : 7.30, Branch Meeting.

TRUE MORALITY:

Or, The Theory and Practice of Neo-Malthusianism,
IS, | BELIEVK,

THE BEST BOOK
ON THIS SUBJECT.

Superfine Large-paper Edition, 176 pages, with Portrait and Auto-
graph, bound in doth, gilt-lettered, post free Is. a copy.

In order that it may have a large circulation, and to bring it
within the reach of the poor, | liavo issued
A POPULAR EDITION IN PAPER COVERS.
A copy of this edition post free for 2d. A dozen copies, for dis-
tribution, post free for one shilling.

The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, says: “Mr.
Holmes’s pamphlet....... is an almost unexceptional statement
of the Neo-Malthusianism theory and practice.......and through-
out appeals to moral feeling....... The special value of Mr.
Ho!ma3’s service to the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human
well-being generally is just his combination in his pamphlet
of a plain statement of the physical and moral need for family
limitation, with a plain account of the means by which it can be
secured, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the
lowest possible prices.”

The Counoil of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr.
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very high terms.

Orders should be sent to the author,

R. HOLMES, EAST HANNEY, WANTAGE.

Thwaites’ Liven Pills.
The Best Family Medicine in the World.

Will cure Liver, Kidney, and all Stomach Diseases effectually.
Good for Heart Troubles and Cardiac Complaints, Female
Ailments, Anpomia.

Is. lid. and 2s. 9d. per Box.

Post free 14 or 33 stamps. Directions with each box.

G. THWAITES, Herbalist,
2, Church Bow, Stochton-on-Tecs, and
24, Linthorpe Boad, Middlesbrough.
THWAITES’ LIVER PILLS are not Sugar-coated or got up to
deceive, nor factory made, hut are made from Herbs by a Herbalist
of nearly 40 years’ experience in curing disease with Herbs and
preparations from them.

FLOWERS o FREETHOUGHT

By G. W. FOOTE
First Series, cloth - - - 2s. 6d.
Second Serles cloth - - - - 2a 6d.
Contains scores of entertaining and informing Essays and
Avrticles on a great variety of Freethought topics.

J,
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THE BOOK OF GOD

IN THE LIGHT OF THE HIGHER CRITICISM-
By G. W. FOOTE.

“ 1| have read with great pleasure your Book oj God. You have
shown with perfect clearness the absurdity of Dean Farrars
position | congratulate yon on your book. It will do great good-
because it is filled with the best of sense expressed with force and
beauty.”—Colonel Ingersoll.

“A volume we strongly recommend........ Qught to be in the
hands of every earnest and sincere inquirer.”—Reynolds't Nec”
paper.

Bound in Stout Paper Covers- - - - 17-

Bound in Good C loth

BIBLE HEROES.

By G. W. FOOTE.

Adam—Noah—Abraham—Jacob—Joseph—Joseph’s Brethren-"*
Moses— Aaron — Joshua — Jephthah—Samson—Samuel—Saul**
David—Solomon—Job — Elijah—Elisha — Jchu—Daniel — TW
Prophets—Peter—Paul.

200 pages, Cloth, 2s. 6d.

A NEW EDITION. NOW READY.
Colonel Ingersoll’s Last Lecture.

WHAT IS RELIGION?

An Address delivered before the American Free Religion
Association at Boston, Juno 2, 1899.

Price Twopence

-]

Take a Road of Your Ovvn

Or, Individuality and Mental Freedom

By COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL
PRICE ONE PENNY

WHAT ARE WE?
By Leonard Joseph, A.M.l.E.E. (Kcgan Paul, London).

A true philosophy, based on science and facts. Eighteen )-il
study and experiment have convinced the author and his wif0 0
the absurdity of all religion.

Over 400 pages, elegantly bound and illustrated.
15s. nett. Post free, 15s. 5d.

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newoastle-street, Farringdon-strcct, ET"'

South African Secular Society.
VERY FREETHINKER in South Africa should

send for particulars and help on the good Cause.—Addrc(3
Secretary, P.O. Box 4151, Johannesburg.

SECOND-HAND BOOKS.

George Gissing, The Unelassed, Gs.
Guy de Maupassant, Pierre and Jean, 3s. Gd.
Maxim Gorky, The Outcasts, 3s. Gd. ...
. Twenty-six Men and a Girl, 2s. Gd..................
AIphonse Daudet, Port Salvation, 3s. Gd...
Dadson, Evolution and Religion, 10
Geddes and Thompson, The Evolution of Sex, 3s. Gd
J. M. Robertson, Essays Towards a Critical Method
Stanley, The Nebular Theory, 9s.
Hall, A Correlation Theory of Chemical Action and Affinity..-
Sir R. D. Hanson, The Teaching of Christianity
Prof. Cope, Primary Factors of Organic Evolution ...
G. G. Robertson, Philosophical Remains
Bousset, The Antichrist Legend
Martlneau Seat of Authority in Religion, 10s. Gd. .
Prof. Ratzel History of Mankind (Macmillan). Three vols.
1898. Thlrty Is. (net) parts. Vols. i. and ii. hound,
vol. iii. in parts. Complete. Introduction by Prof-
Tylor. Numerous colored plates, maps, and illustrations

All in good condition. Carriage paid.

W. M., 32 Ladysmith-terrace, Chesterfield.
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(LIMITED)
Company Limited by Guaranty,
Blistered Office—2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.C.
Chairman of Board of Directors—Mb. Q. W. FOOTE.

Secretary—E. M.

s.3ccisty was formed in 1898 to afford legal security to the
Tiisstion and application of funds for Secular purposes.
a,. Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society's
shoM8 are '—Bo promote the principle that human conduct
»at i  “as8d nPon natural knowledge, and not upon super-
6n,Ural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper
j ofall thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry.
»1 Protnote universal Secular Education. To promote the com-
£ '«secularisation of the State, etc., etc. And to do all such
hrli  brings as are conducive to such objects. Also to have,
arh’ reoe’vo>Bnd retain any sums of money paid, given, devised,
bequeathed by any person, and to employ tho same for any of
®Burposes of the Society.
e liability °f members is limited to £1, in case the Society
18’ = « V® b0 wound up and the assets were insufficient to cover
Cities—a most unlikely contingency.
Members pay an entrance fee of tenshillings, and a subsequent
" 3 subscription of five shillings.
Iar 9 ®0G3ty bas aconsiderable number of members, but a much
,» .8Br. number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will bo
itb .amongst those who read this announcement. All who join
Ity r~°iPate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of
purees. Itisexpressly provided in tho Articles of Associa-
te K - no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from
<Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in
~  Way whatever.
Dh 0 Society's affairs are managed by an elected Board of
tw c*ora, consisting of not less than five and not more than
aVamembers, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) each year,

VANCE (Mrss).

but are capable of re-electicn. An Annual General Meeting of
members must bo held in London, to receive the Report, elect
new Directors, and transact any other business that may arise.

Boing a duly registered body, the Secular Society, Limited,
oan receive donations and bequests with absolute security.
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to make
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favor in their
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The executors
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary course ot
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in
connection with any of the wills by which the Society has
already been benefited.

The Society's solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battcock 23
Kood-lano, Fonchurch-street, London, E.C.

A Vorm of Bequest—Tho following is a sufficient form of
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators :—*“ 1 give and
“bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited, the sum of £-—-
“free from Legacy Duty, and | direct that a receipt signed by
""two members of the Board of the said Society and the Secretary
“thereof shall be a good discharge to my Executors for tho
“said Legacy.”

Friends of the Society who have remembered it in their wills,
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary of
tho fact, or send &private intimation to the Chairman, who will
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential. This is not necessary,
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, and
their contents have to be established by competent testimony.

WORKS BY G. W. FOOTE.

AND MORALITY 2d., post Jd.

BEE AND BEEIl.  Showing the absurdity of basing

Teetotalism on the Christian Scriptures. Careful, thorough,
accurate. |7reothinkcrB should keep this pamphlet Y
J them. 4d., post &d.

IBLE HANDBOOK FOR FREETHINKERS AND IN-
QUIRING CHRISTIANS. A now edition, revised and
handsomely printed. Cheap edition, paper cover, Is. (id. ;
cl°th 2s..6d., post 2Jd.

BUE HEROES. Now edition.
Superior edition (200 pages),

BIBR RYMANCES.
post 2L1.  Superior edition (100 pages),

¢ Post 2£d.

UIUSTIANITY AND PROGRESS.

edition. Recommended by Mr. Robert Blalchford in
¢ «nd hly Neighbor. Id., post Id.

UUSTIANITY AND SECULARISM. Four Nights’ Public

Debate with the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Paper, Is. ;
g. c¢°th Is. 6d., post 2d.

KIMIiS OF CHRISTIANITY. Hundreds of references aro
8'ven to standard authorities. No pains have boen spared to
hiake tho work a complete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable
indictment of Christianity. Tbo Tree is judged by its

Coiu Uit* Dloth (244 pp.), 2s. Gd., post 3d.
BAI? 8ERMONS AND OTHER FANTASIAS. 8d., post Id.
RWIN ON GOD. Containing all tho passages in the works
Darwin bearing on the subject of religion. Gd., post Id.
PENCE OF FREE SPEECH. Three hours’ Address to the
“hry before Lord Coleridge. With Special Preface and
Ul'rFany EotAn°te3. 4d., post

UPPING THE DEVIL:
tormances. 2d., post id.
DWERs OF FREETBOUGIIT. First Series, cloth, 2s. Cd,,

G (Wbst M- Second Series, cloth 2s. Gd., post 3d.
AT CHICAGO. A useful Tract. Per 100, Gd., post 4d.
viSAVE THE KING. An English Republican’s Coronation
Q Notes. 2d., post
r OE SCIENCE LIBEL CASE, with Full and True
IN-pTIY °Un* M the “ Leeds Orgies." 3d., post Id.
g. Ee DEATH-BEDS. Second edition, much enlarged.
s Post Id. Superfine paper in cloth, Is. 3d., post Ijd.

tg Sn iVIEW WITH THE DEVIL. 2d., post id. _
aSIALISM SOUND? Four Nights’ Public Debate with

Each part, paper Is., post Id.
complete, cloth, 2s. Cd,

Popular edition, with Portrait, paper
cloth 2s.,

Second and cheaper
od

Id.
and Other Free Church Por-

Ilg w me Eesant. Is., post lid. ; cloth, 2s., post 2£d.
hi DIRLE INSPIRED? A Criticism of Lux JUundi.
Post id.
Paw2FLISM DEFENDED AGAINST ARCHDEACON
JORxr , RAR- 2d->Post id.
LI''n"WDNUEY AS A FREETHINKER. 2d., post id.
D ~ ENS TO THE _CLERGY. (128pp.). Is., post 2d.
NS TO JESUS CHRIST. ' 4d."post id.

LIB IN FIVE CHAPTERS ; or, Hugh Price Hughes’ Con-
verted Atheist. Id., post Id.

MRS. BESANT’S THEOSOPHY. A Candid Criticism.
2d., post id.

MY RESURRECTION. A Missing Chapter from tho Gospel
of Matthew. 2d., post id.

PECULLAR PEOPLE. An Open Lettor to Mr. Justice Wills.
Id., post id.

PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM. 3d., post id,

REMII\{IISdCENCES OF CHARLES BRADLAUGH. G&d,
post Id.

ROME OR ATHEISM? Tbo Great Alternative. 3d., post Id.

ROYAL PAUPERS. Showing what Royalty does for the
People and what the People do for Royalty. 2d., post Id.

SALVATION SYRUP; or, Light on Darkest England”
Reply to General Booth. 2d., post Id.

SECULARISM AND THEOSOPHY." A Rejoinder to Mrs.
Besant. 2d., post id.

THE BOOK OF GOD, in the Light of the Higher Criticism,
W|th Special Reference to Dean Farrar’s Apology. Paper.

; cloth, 2s., post 2d.

THE GRAND OLD BOOK. A Reply to the Grand Old Man.
An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s
Impéeé;nable Rock of Holy Scripture. 1Is.; bound in cloth,

post lid

THE BIBLE GOD 2d., post Jd.

THE ATHEIST SHOEMAKER and the Rev. Hugh Price
Hughes. 1d., post id.

THE IMPOSSIBLE CREED. An Open Letter to Bishop
Magee on the Sermon on tho Mount. 2d., post id.

THE SIGN OF THE CROSS. A Candid Criticism of Mr.
Wilson Barret’s Play. Gd., post lid.

THE DYING ATHEIST. A Story. Id., postid.

THEISM OR ATHEISM? Public Debate between G. W.

Foote and the Rev. W. T. Lee. Verbatim Report, revised
by both Disputants.  Well printed and neatly bound.

A

, post lid.
THE NEW OAGLIOSTRO. An Open Letter to Madame
Blavatsky. 2d., post id.

THE JEWISH LIFE OF CHRIST. Being the Sepher Toldoth
Jeshu, or Book of the Generation of Jesus. Edited, with an
Historical Preface and Voluminous Notes, by G. W. Foote
and J. M. Wheeler. Gd., post Id.

THE PASSING OF JESUS. The Last Adventures of the
First Messiah. 2d., post id.

WAS JESUS INSANE? A Searchin Inq‘uwy |nto the Mental
Condition of the Prophet of Nazaret d.,”post

WHAT IS AGNOSTICISM? With Observations on Huxley,
Bradlaugh, and Ingersoll, and a Reply to George Jacob
Holyoake ; also a Defence of Atheism. 3d., post Ad.

WHO WAS THE FATHER OF JESUS? 2d., post id,
WILL CHRIST SAVE US? Cd, post Id.
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TWO SPECIAL LECTURES

IN THE

QUEEN'S (MINOR) HALL,

LANGHAM PLACE, LONDON, W.

By Mr, G. W. FOOTE.

ON

SUNDAY EVENINGS, DECEMBER 9 and 16.

Subject for December 9 —

“BERNARD SHAW ON DARWIN, SHAKESPEARE, AND GOD.”

Admission Free. Tickets for Priced Seats at the Pay Box. Doors Open at 7.  Chair taken at 7.30.

NOW READY,
THE SALVATION ARMY AND ITS WORK.

AN EIGHT PAGE TRACT BY
C. COHEN,

PRINTED FOR FREE DISTRIBUTION.

Copies will be supplied to applicants who undertake to distribute them judiciously. Persons apply!0*

for considerable numbers, who are not known at the publishing office, must give a reference °r

some other proof of good faith. Carriage must be paid by applicants. The postage of one doze®

will be Id., of two dozen 2d. of fifty copies 8d., of a hundred copies 4d. Larger quantiti®8
by special arrangement.

THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.

FROM FICTION TO FACT-

FRED. BONTE

[LATE A PRISON MINISTER.)

THE HISTORY OF A CONVERSION FROM CATHOLICISM TO SECULARISM.

Second Edition—Revised and Enlarged.

“ One of the most remarkable pamphlets which have been published of recent years......A highly-
instructive piece of self-revelation.”—Reynolds’ Newspaper.

Sixty-Four Pages. Price ONE PENNY.

ORDER OF YOUR NEWSAGENT AT ONCE.

THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E-C"
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