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No answer has come through the ages
To the poets, the seers, and the sages
Who have sought in the secrets of science

The name and the nature of God.
—Jotin Hay.

Bernard Shaw’s Religion.

™ \fmemm
“& PFOI?E Bernaed Shaw, familiarly known as
Of 1“ «S.," is not a fanatical worshiper of the Bard
faui V' n' has said some severe things about that
gu °as personage. When business is a bit slack Mr.
N 8P°li°y seems to be to “ go for” Shakespeare
g hose solid reputation will stand a lot of “ going.”
Of 0? was a predecessor of Mr. Shaw’s in this line
juCritieism. He even wont to the length, in Don
3 Of speaking of Shakespeare’s “ plays so doting
Safc h?1l many people passed for wits by quoting.”
cdr. , at was only Byron’s insolenco—deliberate,
bG u’ated insolence. He knew better. That may
Wav*’n ™. many passages, and particularly in the
Qe In whleh ho fell upon Campbell for misquoting
Jjr 0f Shakespeare’s most beautiful utterances,
thjg haw has never gone quite so far as Byron in
hn 8 poetical blasphemy, but thoro is no
starT's™ *"°W 7ar h° will 8° now that Tolstoy has
bahi hewing at Shakespoaro with his old Russian
&v Kaxe' Nothing that the great “ G. B. S." may
ag”wever, will change the fact that he himself is
«0 n '~ustmtiQn of Shakespeare’s statement that

j 7an in his time plays many parts.”
tta n only concerned hero with one of Mr. Shaw’s
frarng' may call them his developments;
only forr”™ * know, he may bo right. Perhaps he is
At tj, Dding himself in these days of his prosperity,
ig j( ? 8amo time, it appears, he is finding God. Or
findi taat God is finding him ? Perhaps they are
ty0 8 £a°h other. And the mutual recognition of
thQ u’h distinguished personalities is an event of
Acp6” 8" *mPortance, and the deepest significance,
them °rdin? to the newspapers—and wo must believe
be ijj OCcasionally— Mr. G. Bernard Shaw (it used to
to ~ 0 more plebeian George B. Shaw) was induced
addro”™ a visit to the City Temple, and deliver an
on «’m, m the Lecturo Hall to a crowded audience
audit , 0 Religions of the Empire.” One of his
the ryf8 Was Bov. R. J. Campbell, the pastor of
Jo8 jjy Temple flock, in succession to the late Rev.
&rm° ~an er: and | gather from the report of a
Sun,j°n Slivered by Mr. Campbell on the following
posn:8* evORing that the reverend gentleman was

*Ahe » " thrilled ”” by Mr. Shaw’s pious eloquence.
Were the preacher stated, “ Mr. Shaw said we
feet, i °d'8 instruments—his hands, and eyes, and

lias n .Was .thrilled, for though he did not know it he
bellyaching the gospel of Christ.” If we are to
hag ~amPhell, therefore, the great “ G. B. S.”
~hrist found God, but unconsciously found
N°uRh T¢ “?h is certainly Mr. Shaw in a now part;
of tho </ doclino to hazard a conjecture as to which
Seven ages ” ho is now passing through,
a Por>o™y,° ar8 a8°> moro than | care to count, | read
ideas nf f?iore ~ho Shelley Society on the religious
that ttu , 0 author of Prometheus Unbound. | argued
di% edOlloy lived and died an Atheist; that he never

182 > e88entiaHy from the principles expressed in
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Queen Mab—the only real difference being one of
poetic and literary treatment. Mr. Shaw supported
me in the discussion, in his own humorous way. He
said that when he joined the Shelley Society he
thought that all its members were Shelleyites ; so he
innocently told them that Shelley was a vegetarian
and he was a vegetarian, that Shelley was a Republican
and he was a Republican, that Shelley was an
Atheist, and he was an Atheist; and the result was
that he nearly broke up the Shelley Society on the
spot.

Mr. Shaw is still a vegetarian. | don’t hear much
about his Republicanism—and has not the King been
to see one of his plays? Nor have | heard much
lately about his Atheism. Now he is reported as
talking about the Benevolent Will of God. And my
wonder is, where will he stop ?

Mr. Campbell appears to be broadening out. Some
good Christians groan that he is only a disguised
“infidel." Will he become an undisguised one? If
he does, there will be a vacancy at the City Temple.
And what if it were filled by the Rev. G. Bernard
Shaw ?

It may be said, of course, that Mr. Shaw is a
humorist, and that he may have been only poking
fun at the City Temple audience. But isthat theory
consistent with Mr. Campbell’s being “ thrilled "? Is
it consistent with the following extract from a report
of Mr. Shaw’s lecture ?

“ Coming to tho definition of a truly religions person.be
said ho was one who hold tho belief that he or she was an
instrumentin tho hands of a Higher Power...... He believed
that the Higher Power, the Almighty Forco they called
God, could not do the work of this world— as, for instance,
transforming this country into a great, noble, and happy
place—without their help ; and this Forco, or this great
Benevolent Will of God, had been working through
evolution to get men and women with brains and will to
do His work. This was tho great truth on which they
could unite, to do the work and will of God.”

This was applauded, and it reads seriously enough ;
if Mr. Shaw did not mean it, ho would be a mountebank,
and | am very far from believing him to bo anything of
tho kind, although | admit that bo is a master of the
back-handed stroke»

Perhaps tho explanation of Mr. Shaw’s new avatar
is to bo found in something ho said at tho beginning
of his lecture. He said that you could not have the
Empire without religion. So it may bo that, after
adopting the Empire, he is manufacturing a religion
to keep it a going concern, and the result is this
Gospel of Evolution, under which Mr. Shaw and all
the other men and women “ of brains” are to be
enrolled as God-Helpers. It is an odd name for a
sect, but some of us may live to see it on a banner
flying over tho City Temple.

I cannot say that | admire Mr. Shaw in this new
vein. He is too good to be wasted. And he will be
wasted if he goes on preaching in rivalry with Mr.
Campbell and Mr. Silvester Horne and Dr. Clifford.
Que le diable allait-il faire dans cette galéere ? He was
more his old self when he told the Free Churches
that, if they were wise, they would put up busts of
Voltaire in their buildings. The audience laughed at
this because they did not understand it. If the Free
Churches were wise they would put up busts of Voltaire
in their buildings ; for if they were wise they would no
longer be Christians. Q W- Foqgte
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Saint Bowdler.

Protestants are supposed to be averse to the
worship of saints. But, like many other things con-
nected with Protestantism, this is far more accurate
in theory than in fact. For there is one saint— Saint
Bowdler—at whose shrine this Protestant country
pays unceasing devotion. Nor is tho origin of this
saint lost in the mists of antiquity or otherwise
wrapped in mystery. He is of comparatively recent
origin. An apparently respectable nineteenth-century
clergyman was Mr. Bowdler, who took it into his
head that Shakespeare needed very carefully “ edit-
ing” before it was fit for general reading. So he
produced an edition of Shakespeare with every pas-
sage deleted that was in his eyes unfit for family
reading. Poor Shakespeare! Poor Bowdler! Poor
family ! Hence tho origin of the term “ Bowdlerised,”
although the practice dates much further back, and
is one to which Christians have always been pecu-
liarly attached.

Perhaps no other country in the world is so rich in
bowdlerised versions of hooks as is Britain—unless
it is America. At any rate, the English-speaking
races are supreme in this form of knavery. Volumes
might be written dealing with the various editions
of earlier English works and translations of foreign
works that have been presented to the public in an
emasculated form. Some of these works pass
through so many bowdlerising stages that by the
time the cowardly minds of some Christians and the
prurient minds of others have worked their will,
the work is quite fit for Christian reading, probably,
but decidedly unfit for any other. Many are the
examples of the way in which books are castrated for
fear of offending Christian prejudices; for tho present
I am concerned with two only.

Herman Melville, sailor, adventurer, and man of
letters, was one whose writings enjoyed a wide
measure of popularity about about the middle of the
nineteenth century. Possessed of a vivid imagina-
tion, a brilliant literary style, and great powers of
observation, his admirers are still numerous, although
these belong, apparently, to a somewhat limited
circle. His first book— Typee ; or, Narrative of a Four
Months' Besidence Among the Natives of a Valley of the
Marquessas Islands—was published by Mr. John
Murray in 184G, and has been recently republished
in a cheap, but graceful, form by Mr. John Lane, with
Mr. W. Clark Russell’'s name on the title page as
editor. There is also an interesting appendix by Miss
M. C. Balfour. So far publisher and public are to be
congratulated. But between the reprint and the
original edition there is an important difference ; and
while I am not able to say precisely who is respon-
sible for tho difference, someone certainly deserves
calling to account. Mr. Clark Russell writes me that
his responsibility ends with the introduction—in
which case the title page is misleading in writing
him down as editor. Mr. John Lane, tho publisher,
writes as though he is unaware of any bowdlerising
having taken place, and promises to look into the
matter. Up to the present, however, I have not
received any further news from that quarter, although
one would think it a matter that might be settled
very easily and very quickly. Five minutes’ com-
parison of the reprint and the edition from which it
was taken would settle the question.

The difference in tho two editions is concerned
with tho question of missionaries. Melville saw, as
most other impartial and competent observers have
seen, that missionary work among savages produced
more harm than good even when tho missionaries
were good men, and was still more harmful when the
missionary belonged to the opposite class. He deals
with this point in an appendix, omitted by Mr. Lane,
and in various other parts of the work, all of which
amount to a challenge to tho missionaries to show
that they have conferred upon the natives benefits
at all comparable to the vices that have followed on
their intrusion. He points out that but little
reliance is to bo placed upon tho average misr
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sionary’s story of his hardships or his cone
He says :—

“ To read pathetic accounts of missionary hardship
and glowing descriptions of conversions, and baptym
taking place beneath palm trees, is one thing; and.0
go to the Sandwich Islands and see tho missionary
dwelling in picturesque and prettily-furnished coral roc»
villas, whilst tho miserable natives aro committing a
sorts of immoralities around them, is quite another.’

And, after saying that not until he visited Honolulu
was he aware that the natives had been Ccivili®g8
into draught horses, and evangelised into beasts
of burden, ho describes his actual experience
follows - —

“ Among a multitude of similar exhibitions thatlsa*'
h shalk never forget aTobust, ked-facetly and very lady
like personage—a missionary’s spouse—who day
day, for months together, took her regular airings W
little go-cart drawn by two of the islanders—one an 0J
grey-headed man, and the other a rogueish stripbCj],
both being, with the exception of the fig-leaf, as na» .
as when they were born. Over a level pieco of grf?
this pair of draught bipeds would go with a shambbV
unsightly trot, the youngster hanging back all the ti
like a knowing horse, while the old hack plodded ona
did all the work.

Rattling along through the streets of the town in 1
stylish equipage, the lady looks about her as magnifier® )
as any queen driven in state to her coronation. A sudd
elevation and a sandy road, however, soon disturb n
serenity. The small wheels become embedded *
loose soil; the old stager stands tugging and sweat' W
while tho young one frisks about and does nothing >8 "~
an inch does the chariot budge. Will the tender-bear
lady, who has left friends and homo for tho good of
souls of the poor heathen, will she think a little a“0
their bodies and get out, and ease the wretched old 10 .
until the ascent is mounted ? Not she ; she could n
dream of it. To bo sure, sho used to think nothir}ge*
driving the cows to pasture on tho old farm m
England, but times have changed since then. 80 *¥®
retains her seat, and bawls out: ‘Hookcol llookoel'C* }
Pull ) The old gentleman, frightened at tho sound, la
away harder than ever ; and tho younger ono may
great show of straining himself, but takes care 70,K-,e
ono eye on his mistress, in order to know when to d°
out of harm’s way. At last tho good lady I°se3,.ce
patience. ‘ Hookeo! Hookee I again sho cries. ‘H°®°y
tata kanaka!" (Pull strong, men!) But all in va*D qy!
sho is obliged in tho end to dismount and, sad necessi j
actually to walk to the top of tho hill! .

At the town whero this paragon of humility rCsl:B
is a spacious and ologant American chapel, where di »
service is regularly performed. Twice every Sabi® #
towards tho closo of tho exercises, may bo See ff
score or two of little waggons ranged along tho railing
front of the edifice, with two squalid nativo footmen'
the livery of nakedness, standing by each, and wa
for tho dismission of the congregation to draw »
superiors home.”

I would apologise for the loDgth of this quotati®”®
but for the fact that those three paragraphs 8
altogether omitted from Mr. Lane’s edition of
There is no indication, in any portion of tho h° J
that such omissions have been made, and altb°8iL
I cannot positively say with whom the responsib*
rests, there is no question that the passages ha g
been deleted to avoid injury to ono of Great Brit®1
greatest impostures—the Foreign Missionary Di8 j
mont. Miss Balfour states, in her Appendix, * e
when sho first came across Melville’s writing3 8
was surprised to find be was not generally acccp*™
as a reliable authority. He was dismissed as an ,g
romancer. Sho then proceeds to take MOIVH.y
statements of Polynesian lifo and shows how
are all endorsed by tho best writers on the sobje
So that Melville was paying the price of his h°ne®”
as Sir Richard Burton and Winwood Reado pa*“
price for their heresy— neither of them receives
fall credit due to their merits or their discoveries' ,

Tho second example of the worship of J,
Bowdler is connected with Mr. Birrell’s recent speB g
at Bristol on the Education Bill. 1 have before . u
two reports of that speech, one in tho Times, 0
in spite of its other faults, is yet a newspaper:
other in the Daily News, which, in addition .di
other faults, is an organ of the Nonconfor



December 2, 190G

conscience. So far as the Daily News report is
concerned, it is an excellent lesson in the art of
making a man say what he did not say, without
Putting into his mouth a word he did not utter,
afhere are only two points | wish to note, both
connected with Secular education. Mr. Birrell
Pointed out that in England there are seven schools,
?nd in Wales 158, where there are neither religious
‘nstruction nor religious observance. Of one of
these Welsh counties— Cardigan— Mr. Birrell said,
. Godless Cardigan has no gaol; the amount of crime
Cardigan is less than in any other county in the
United Kingdom.” Now it is quite possible that,
had Mr. Birrell not been anxious to score against the
ttouse of Lords, ho would not have emphasised this
awkward (for religionists) fact. But having done so,
Daily News has too much of a Nonconformist
conscience to give it publicity. So there is no
mention in that truth-loving organ of this portion of
‘he speech. Had Mr. Birrell said that there had
ecn an increase of crime with the cessation of
Religious instruction, it would doubtless have figured
hs) “ Important utterance by the Minister of
Education.”
Mr. Birrell also dealt with the House of Commons
Resolution on Secular Education. According to the
aMy News, Mr. Birrell said :—

“ In introducing this Bill, the Government might have
adopted the secular solution. That would have relieved
him of much dialectical talk and argument in the House
of Commons, and it would not have been so unpopular
as many people affected to believe.”

what Mr. Birrell really said was this:—

“ We might havo adopted....... tho secular solution........
This would have been tho logical solution, and it would
havo relieved mo from much dialectical talk and argu-
ment in tho House of Commons, which would have
made the task of defending our Bill much easier; nor
would it have been by any means so unpopular as many
people now affect to believe. Great reliance has been
placed in tho House of Lords upon tho great majority
which was obtained in the House of Commons against
the secular solution. Now | know all about that
majority, | rejoico at its sine ; but | was well acquainted
with its manufacture, and | know perfectly well that it
contains scores of men who, though they....... sympathised
With tho Government in their honest attempt to secure

the children of this country, as part of their daily
curriculum, religious instruction, still tlieso new men
eeesesfelt by N0 means certain that the final solution had
been found.”

other words, tho House of Commons majority
as s'hiply humbug, and it is admitted to bo so by a
,. sPonsiblo official when it no longer pays to conceal
v»° truth. But who would imagine from tho Daily
th  reP°rt that Mr. Birrell exposed the® nature of
B a" Majority, over which the Nonconformists crowed
xt (1<%, in this mannet? According to the Daily
togy s>it was only Mr. Birrell’s opinion that Secular
vacation might not be so very unpopular after all.
what Mr. Birrell said was, that ho knew it was not
“Popular, for the roaBon that scores who voted
gainst it believed in it, and believed that no other
mtion would bo final. Verily, groat is the power
th~hrgation ! The Holy Ghost may waste away, God
ho Father bo dissipated into a nebulous force, and
a en Jesus Christ may be refined into the likeness of
~hhJnicjpgqg reformGr. still the Christian is undis-
j~hyed, for his real rock of refuge is blessed Saint
~dler, the bulwark of British Christianity.

C. Coiien.

Desperate Apologetics.

tijil Phlpits of to-day, with tho solitary exception of
for *mthe Catholic Church, are chiefly distinguished
Sea, be*r numerous and grave self-contradictions.
ov; nCely any two of them are in complete agreement
r6]j, *On the most vital points in the Christian
Will n' If you take tho Church of England, you

and “Dd that on tho bench of Dishops conflicting
Mutually destructive schools of theology are
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represented. One prolate is conservative, utterly
opposed to all the liberalising movements of the age,
while another welcomes and adopts all the newer
forms af thought and expression. One believes that
Jesus was God, and as such rose triumphant from
tho tomb, while another regards him as a cross
between God and man, having some but not all of
the attributes of each. Stepping over to Noncon-
formity, you are confronted with deeper chaos still.
Hero nonconformity is indeed the main feature in
evidence. Generally speaking, each pulpit is inde-
pendent of all the others, and glories in its own
particular isms. If strong, it dominates the congre-
gation ; if weak, it becomes the slave of the con-
gregation, and its occupant the most miserable of
men. But there is no authoritative external standard
by which all pulpits are to bo judged. Some there
are, indeed, who still speak of the Bible as the court
of final appeal; but such talk is worse than foolish,
because no two sects have ever agreed as to what
the teaching of the Bible on any given subject
really is.

The diversity of sounds heard from the pulpits of
to-day is amazingly great. One preacher discourses
glibly on what he calls the “ Logic of God,” and
another waxes exceedingly eloquent in his affirmation
of the utter uselessness of all logical processes in
tho higher ranges of religious thought. It was the
latter position that was vigorously defended by the
minister of a prominent Nonconformist Chapel in
London on Sunday evening, November 18. The text
was John vii. 17. The preacher treated his text as
if it contained a veritable utterance of Jesus ; but it
is well known to readers of this journal that the
present minister of the City Temple looks upon
John’s Gospel as a work of fiction. The preacher
began his sermon by declaring that Christ is the
subject most anxiously studied by the world at the
present time. The world is supremely eager to dis-
cover who and what he is, and will not bo satisfied
until it has crowned him Lord of all, wo were
repeatedly assured. But is not tho proachor aware
that Christendom forms but a small section of the
world ? Does he not know that according to sta-
tistics prepared by Christian scholars there are at
least 1,000,000,000 people in tho world who, not only
are not interested in Christ, but have hardly ever
heard his name? Furthermore, has it never been
brought home to him that tho great majority even
in Christendom care nothing about his Lord and
Master ? How inexcusably absurd it is, therefore, to
claim that tho world is profoundly interested in
Jesus Christ. We would be only too considerate if
we characterised the assertion as an unmitigated lie.

The preacher did not keep to his text, which runs
thus: “ If any man willeth to do his will, he shall
know of tho teaching, whether it bo of God, or
whether | speak from myself.” That verse has
reference only to tho source of tho teaching, and not
at all to tho nature of the teacher’s personality.
What Jesus is represented as saying is, that doers of
God’s will should know, not that ho himself was God,
but that his teaching was of Divine origin. But the
preacher wont beyond his text, and maintained that
obedience to the Divine will is rewarded with tho
certain knowledge that the Great Teacher was a
Divine Being. But oven on this point there was no
consistency, for in one sentence we were told that
for obedient disciples Christ has the value of God.
But surely to say that a person has tho value of God
is not tho same as to say that he is God. What the
preacher meant by this statement remains a mystery.
In reality, however, it is quite immaterial what his
meaning was, because his whole sermon was entirely
foreign to his text. |Its irrelevancy was its most
striking characteristic.

In spite of its irrelevancy, however, the sermon
was an embodiment of the theological tendency of
the present day. According to the preacher, tho
truth of the Christian religion is intellectually un-
verifiable. No argument can establish the deity of
Jesus Christ. Indeed, argument often succeeds in
disestablishing it. There are no intellectual pro-
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cesses by which the reality of a future state can he
proved. The arguments from prophecy and miracles
have been abandoned. Any work on the “ Evidences
of Christianity ” published sixty years ago is worth
less to-day. Buckland, Conybearo, Davison, Arch
deacon Lyall, Paley, Sumner, Pascal, Soame Jonyn
and Dr. Arnold, once relied upon as all-convincing,
irresistible apologists, are now utterly forgotten
Again and again tho preacher assured us that “ there
are truths which no intellectual processes can ever
prove, which no argument can ever commend to the
reason.” “ To know Jesus Christ as Savior,” he
exclaimed, “you must trust him. To find his
teaching true you must put it into practice. Obedi
ence is the only organ of spiritual knowledge.” But
if the preacher had studied his subject more care
fully he would have perceived how fundamentally
fallacious his reasoning was. He stated that spiritual
knowledge comes alone by experience. To know God
we must have experience of him. To be convinced
of Christ’s divinity we must give him our confidence
and trust. Such was the teaching of tho sermon
But is it not incontrovertible that the preacher was
reversing the order of Nature, and so making the
Christian claim ridiculous in the eyes of thinking
people ? An Atheist is a man who has no experience
of so-called spiritual realities. Ho knows absolutely
nothing of God, of Christ, of the Holy Ghost, or of
the world to come. Not only does he not do the
Divine will; he does not even know that there is a
Divine will to be done. How is he to gain the expe-
rience that brings knowledge ? How is the deity of
the Savior to be brought home to him ? Evidently,
the preacher forgot that Christian experience is pos
sible only to Christian believers, and that Christian
believers start with nothing but beliefs, which they
mechanically received from other believers, such as
parents and early teachers. Consequently, a man
must become a believer blindly, without rhyme or
reason. In other words, Christian beliefs rest, not
on knowledge, but on external authority ; and it has
been discovered that the authority on which they lie
is itself without any foundation whatever.

This is a point of the utmost importance. Is it
not a noteworthy fact that scarcely anybody ever
becomes a believer in mature life ? 1f people do not
accept Christianity in their childhood days they
never accept it at all. An adult Sceptic remains a
Sceptic to the end. The conversions which aro said
to take place at evangelistic and revival services are
seldom or ever from unbelief to faith, but nearly
always from lukewarmness to zeal. Believers are
manufactured in early childhood, before the reason
has commenced to exercise its functions. Children
believe on the testimony of those whom they instinc-
tively trust. They believe simply because other
believers instructed them to believe. That is tho
only reason they can give for the faith that is in
them.

Now, let us examine the experience which is
described as tho only convincing proof of the truth
of Christianity. The first thing to bo noticed is that
the strength of the belief and the intensity of the
experience are strictly commensurate. No Chris-
tian’s feeling is in excess of his faith. <And this only
shows that a religious person has experience merely
of his own beliefs, not of their objects. Shelley
believed with all his heart in an ideal woman, and
enjoyed sweetest fellowship with her in imagination.
She was as real to him as God and the Living Lord
are to the dovoutest Christian. But she never
existed in the flesh ; he never met her in the body;
every time he thought he had seen her he was
speedily disillusioned; and the only conclusion to
which we can come with regard to her is that ho had
communion with her alone as the creation of his
own vivid fancy. Well, is not the same thing truo of
the Christian? What proof has he that God exists,
that Christ lives, and that the Holy Ghost is working
in his heart? None whatever apart from or beyond
his faith. This is exactly what is admitted in the
Epistle to the Hebrews: “ Now faith is the assurance
of [the giving substance to] things hoped for, the
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proving [test] of things not seen.” Our preach®*
made the same admission. That the objects of fait"
really exist is not susceptible of any intellectsO
demonstration ; and the only evidence relied upon by
tho believer himself is that his faith produces certain
joyous sensations or emotions within him, just as
Shelley’s faith in his ideal woman did in him.

The rest of tho preacher's argument naturally
falls to the ground. If God exists alone as an object
of faith, his will is but a reflection of the believers
own will. If the preacher had been asked to deiine
God’s will he could have done so only in terms of hiIS
own. God’'s will is man’s idealised. From t00
preacher’s point of view, it doubtless enjoins church'
going, private and public devotions, Bible reading
and Christian giving. In so far as God’'s will >
related to morality, it is more palpably still a'refle®
tion of man’s will. Indeed, the moral life can be
lived much better without than with religious beliefs j
and the joy that springs from living wisely and wd
for humanity’s sake is ever so much keener than any
joy in the Holy Ghost ever experienced. “ Try Chris-
tianity,” the preacher cried at the close of his d&
course ; “try it, try it.” But we say, “Try t®
natural life, try living for the good of mankind
without thought of any second life beyond, and y°p
shall experience joy unspeakable and full of glory-.
And the beauty of this life is that it permits an
developes the closest union between head and heart)
between the intelligence and the emotions, and so
prevents any wasteful expenditure of feeling upon
imaginary beings and vapory realms.

J. T. Lioyd-

Incantation.

Some Yyears ago tho writer was entertained by th®
ever-genial Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes; and, aft0*
ho had shown him the portrait of “ Dorothy 2,” tb0
“ Crossed Swords,” and other relics described by th®
“ Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table,” the conversation)
truly such, turned on religious and freethought top'00.
Sacerdotal ceremonialism was adverted to, and P*
Holmes spoke of his attendance, on a special occO’
sion, at a pontifical High Mass at a cathedral. 1
impressed him with all its gorgeous ritual, ve8"
monts, genuflexions, crossings, bowings, elevftti°BS
and censings, as a mystic pageant, a dramatic scene"-"
in short, an Incantation. Altogether, with tho hie*0’
phant and his assistants, it seemed a spectacle 0
magical solemnity; and, with its incense, ligh™8
bells, rare music, its “ woven paces and waviue
hands,” suggestive of one thought— Incantation. ,

A day or two from this the writer, with a friend 0
John Ruskin, was a guest of the poet Longfellow 8

his table. Within sound of the “ Old Clock on tb0
Stairs,” and in the panelled dining-room whO*fi
General Washington once sat, and from

window one could see the Charles River, the p°e
old of a previous dinner where Mr. Fay, a strong
spiritist, and Professor Agassiz wore present. N®r'
rating some marvellous feats, such as the mov('
ments of a grand piano through the rooms and pP
;he stairway independent of all visible human ai0’
nhe enthusiastic spiritist said to the great man 0
science, “What do you say to that, Profess0O*
Agassiz ?” The man of science replied calmly f0
Jie enthusiast, and said simply : “ | should say, &
that it never happened I’

Both sacerdotal mystery and spiritualistic p®*
formance are alike heroin. Both appeal to a credu-
lous belief in the supernatural—the priest with th®
uplifted chalice, the spiritist with his knocks ax
raps, trance-visions and writings, and all tb
machinery of “ spiritual ” delusion. Tho pri06
believes that, by the Canon of tho Mass, ho can coO'
jure the body and blood of Jesus Christ into thobov
wafer and chalice, and so effect the miracle of tran
substantiation—which Faber named as “ tho great08
work of God.” And tho spiritist fancies that, by bl
methods, he can raise the spirits of the dead aB
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tJeate a tangible communication between them and
0#HviDg- Pretensions to a genuine materialisation
attempted, as the writer has seen, in every in-
ance to him, a failure. With the priest and the
pintist it is only a different method of Incantation.
t/10" ap” the Indian Enchanter, the Medicine Man,
0 Witch Doctor, or any worker in magic, employ
ystery, certain acts or words, specific ceremonies,
1sed on a belief in supernatural power, the ability
» Penetrate the invisible and command the presence
the departed, and “ strike its being into bounds.”
e priest invokes the Real Presence, and the
P*ritist commands the deceased friend. It is a
“tual resort to magic—to Incantation.
. @®o, also, are all the methods of Christian worship—
tl ~Mayers>in laying-on of hands, in humiliations of
e body, kneelings, prostrations, invocations to the
, °ly Spirit or the Saints, or any acts of voluntary
“«mility, as in penance. So in the outspread hands
hich bid us “ unite in prayer.” They all aim at
Producing a positive effect by supernatural moans.
°’mo bui prising, incredible results are narrated of
ese performances as astonishing in their way, as
e magic of the Mass or the reported wonders of
tae spiritist.
And all creeds and all religions are, in this respect,
an?le<t similarly- My East Indian Yogi, or fakir,
d niy West Indian Voodbouist, my Moslem der-
8'»a»d my Christian clergyman, aro on an equality
N lc- They claim to be thaumaturgists, or wonder-
°i'kers—in short, to use and employ incantations.
ebgion, with its supernatural claims, is a systom of
agic. Passes, gestures, sacred sentences, exercises,
rernonies, rites, sacraments, oblations, and last, but
least, offerings; these are found in all the vary-
8 systems, controlled by a special class, whose aims
courage superstition and foster bigotry and intol-
erance. The worshiper of any fetish, under any guise
Pretence, is usuallyan intolerant, prejudiced person,
jo m reinams f°r us> then? Simple, natural
1 8 1% between man and man ; simple equitable
‘"a, natural love, and affection; the uso and en-
bqg?'erff of this life as wo find it, and the effort to
ter it. A “religion which is perfect freedom” in
a °ught, word, and deed, justly so, and tempered by
hi'v80 exPerronce, would ever tend to make this a
onl Grabca e cr wol'hh It is the only world, the
j.Jy existence of which we know anything or can
cifft an”™ c°gn*ance of. Man is a superior animal,
ted with intellect. His intelligence, governed by
,» a8°u and formed by circumstance, must bo his
J\mo in his conduct. No other criterion can direct
The course of this world, in its social and
i, 'tical foaturos, will ever adjust itself to its exi-
et*C 8 Wo may bo sure of that. What wo ought to
1 riVe to advance is to enlighten tho mind, keep the
0 art true and loving, abolish superstition and
ulUe% , and in time we, or thoso who shall succeed
8>shall gaze on, and rejoice in, a regenerated world.

Gerald Grey.

T EUROPEAN RELIGION,
lie Grieutal religious have little or uo organisation,
(j tu.m Europe tlioro is nothing so organised as religion,
jl. Slder tho Catholic faith and the organisation of Rome,
i a marvel of government, of very strict government

hot00" ’ tho other forms of Western Christianity aro
bra MJcld behind. Tho Greek Church is organised as a
Anyi- Government. So, too, to a lesser extent is the

the’ *Catl Church, and if tho Dissenting bodies, as wo call
aro not connected with tho State, they have nevortho-
af0 a strong systom of government. These organisations
to a*01Uow>°t course, so strong as they were. They used
,ra8 tho men into religion by force, by State aid, thoy
Th i m 'ns*8t on conformity and punish laxity of observance.
fcxiat 13 now gone, but a strong and continuous pressuro still
in j? 'exertcd by tho Churches in many ways. All Churches
are always having “ missions.” Our great cities
has t "hem, and tho country is not free of them. There
! 0 be a continual shepherding of the flock or tho Church
°ne "kindle sadly. Men have to be preached at and caught
spe 7 ay or another. All through Europe immenso sums aro
of *i .yearly in Christianising these poor. In tho East nothing
Bexists.—Il. Fielding, “ The Hearts of Men.”

iHE EBEETHINKEB

THE LAW OF DEATH.

The song of Kilvani: fairest she

In all the land of Savatthi.

She had one child, as sweet and gay

And dear to her as the light of day.

She was so young, and he so fair,

The same bright eyes and the same dark hair ;
To see them by the blossomy way,

They seemed two children at their play.

There came a death-dart from tho sky,
Kilvani saw her darling die.

The glimmering shade his eyes invades,
Out of his clieck,tho red bloom fades ;
His warm heart feels the icy chill,

Tho round limbs shudder, and are still.
And yet Kilvani held him fast

Long after life's last pulse was past,
As if her Kisses could restore

The smile gone out for evermore.

But when she saw her child was dead,
She scattered ashes on her head,

And seized tho small corpse, pale and sweet
And rushing wildly through tho street,
She sobbing fell at Buddha's feet.

* Master, all-helpful, help me now !
Hero at thy feet I humbly bow ;

Have mercy Buddha, help me now !”
She grovelled on tho marble floor,

And kissed tho dead child o’er and o’er.
And suddenly upon the air

There fell the answer to her prayer.

“ Bring me to-night a lotus tied

With thread from a house where none has died.”
She rose and laughed with thankful joy,
Sure that the god would save the boy.

She found a lotus by the stream ;

She plucked it from its noonday dream,
And then from door to door she fared,

To ask what house by Death was spared.
Her heart grow cold to sec tho eyes

Of all dilate with slow surpriso :

“ Kilvani, thou hast lost thy head ;
Nothing can help a child that's dead.
There stands not by tho Ganges’ sido

A houso wliero nono hath over died.”
Thus, through the long and weary day,
From every door she boro away

Within her heart, and on her arm,

A heavier load, a doeper harm.

By gate.s of gold and ivory,

By wattled huts of poverty,

Tho same refrain heard poor Kilvani,

The living arefew, the dead are many.
The evening camo—so still aud fleet—
And overtook her hurrying feet.

And, heartsick, by the sacred fano

Sho fell, and prayed tho god again.

Sho sobbed aud beat her burning breast:
“ Ali, thou hast mocked me, Mightiest 1
Lo ! I liavo wauderod far and wido ;
There stands no houso whero nono hath died.’
Aud Buddha answered, in a tone

Soft as a fluto at twilight blown,

But grand as heaven and strong as death
To him who hears with ears of faith :

* Child, thou art answered. Murmur not 1
Bow, aud accept tho common lot.”

Kilvani heard with rovsrenco meet,
Aud laid hor child at Buddha's feet.
—John Hay

THE OLD STOIC.

Itiches | hold in light esteem,
And Love | laugh to scorn

Tho lust of fame was but a dream
That vanished with tho morn

Aud if | pray, the only prayer
That moves my lips for mo,

Is, “ Leave the heart that now | boar
And give me liberty T’

Yes, as my swift days near their goal
'Tis all that I implore ;

In life and death a cliainloss soul,
With courage to enduro.

An honest man has nothing to fear.—llohert Burns.
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Acid Drops.
———— 1_____

The most hateful side of Protestantism—its sheer, hard,
pharisaic, bigotry—was never more vilely displayed than in
its attitude towards the French Catholics in their present
trouble with the Government. The Liberal newspapers are
the worst sinners. That is because they are Nonconformist.
You can see by tho tone of such references as they make to
the something like civil war which is going on in France,
that they positively gloat over the breaking in of church
doors by soldiers and firemen. The worshipers in those
French churches are only Catholics, and what do their
feelings matter? But what a row there would bo, on the
part of these samo Nonconformist newspapers, if the doors
broken open were the doors of Protestant churches 1

Swift remarked that most men have religion enough to
make them hate each other. Sentimentalists call that bitter.
Well, it is true; and all other adjectives are superfluous.
Catholics and Protestants hate each other with a perfect
hatred. But stay, that is not quite accurate. Catholics are
nearly perfect in that respect; Protestants are absolutely
perfect. Catholics hate like passionate wild beasts ; Protes-
tant hatred has tho cold, deadly venom of a serpent.

Lying on the ground across the doorway of one church
the “ inventory ” agents found the poor parish priest—and
in some French parishes the priest is poor. It was pitiable;
you may possibly call it childish ; but, for all that, it was not
contemptible. Perhaps the poor priest felt in some dim way
that no hostilo feet ought to enter the church except over his
body. Now we cannot despiso a feeling like that. There
are some Freethinkers who would be all the better for a
little of it. Men’s beliefs aro not of very much importance
unless they aro prepared to do something for them. No
Freethinker who will not sacrifice a little ease and comfort,
or dare tho shadow of a danger, for his own principles, has
the right to laugh at that poor French priest. And what
right have tho safe and prosperous hirelings of English Pro-
testantism to laugh at him ? Certainly ho has not their
cleverness, but he is miles above them in the moral scale.

Frankly, we do not like this breaking in of church doors—
any more than we should like the breaking in of the doors of
Secular meeting-places. Any fool in power can order soldiers
to do that sort of thing, and soldiers have a habit of obedi-
ence. But this policy is unworthy of tho able men who
form the present French government. It is particularly
unworthy of M. Clemenceau and M. Briand, who are out-
spoken Freethinkers, Being such, they should act more
wisely aud considerately towards Catholics than Catholics
have acted towards Freethinkers. What aro our principles
worth if they allow us to imitato tho bad examplo of our
enemies ? We ought to bo truo to our own principles. And
how do our principles justify a squabble for tho possession
of churches ? What do we want with churches? They are
of no uro to us. They arc only designed for one purpose,
and that purposo is foreign to our objects. Why could not
the French Catholics have been left tho freo use of the
churches they had been accustomed to worship in? And
why should we trouble about the “ sacred ” objects inside
them—even if they aro of gold? |Is the possession of
churches wo don’t want, and of gold wo don’t want either,
worth all the bad blood and malignant fever of civil war ?
For civil war it is, although the scale as yet is limited.

London Baptists met at tho City Temple to denounce the
Congo horrors in general and King Leopold in particular.
Tho Rev. W. Y. Fullerton, who occupied tho chair,
spoke of King Leopold as one with * nerves of steel and
a heart as cruel as tho grave "—one who had *“ out-
Herodcd Herod.” “ Not even the Sultan of Turkey,” ho
added, “ could havo done what King Leopold hasdone in the
Congo; tho Sultan may have tho heart to do it, but he never
has the nerve to carry it out.” Dr. Clifford went ono better
than this. 1lo said ho “ did not remember any name in the
history of cruelty that could be put higher than tho name of
Leopold I1., King of tho Belgians.” Well now, wo will sup-
pose that this is true—as very likely it is. Tho question
then arises, What improvement has two thousand years of
Christiauity really made in tho world ? King Leopold is a
person of quite ostentatious piety. Ho is a most faithful son
of Holy Mother Church—the Catholic Church. And perhaps
that is half the reason why the Baptists denounce him so
vigorously. Had he been a true-blue Protestant they might
havo found his cruelty at least a shade less detestable.

Mr. Fullerton, after his indictment of King Leopold, said,
“ We appeal to God.” That sounded sublime. He added,
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“ We also appeal to tho British Government.” That s0UJ" j
ridiculous. One would hardly have thought that u

Almighty required such assistance.

Rev. J. J. S. Bird, of Bath, a Church clergyman, leftesta
valued at (£7,580 odd. Rev. G. M. Wilson, of Great canfie >
Essex, left JE29,818. Their present address may be conjc
tured.

Kensington Baptist Church, Liverpool, has been discuss**
whether a man can bo a Christian on a pound aweek. ."'. '
it all depends on what is meant by a Christian. Certainy
man could follow the teachings of Christ on a much srua
salary. A thorough-going disciple could do it on nothing ,
week. All he has to do is to “ labor not for the meat »
perisheth ” and “ take no thought for the morrow.”
would have to take up his residence in the workhoo >
perhaps, if the nation did not find him quarters iu a Pr)S°
but he would be a very Christ-liko Christian.

A correspondent of the Daily News—Mr. W. B““ >
59 Barbcr’s-lane, Stamford-hil'—says that on retum*®*
“ a gold watch with jewelled hands” ho received a lct .
from the owner “ wishing him every blessing to body ®
soul and hoping to meet him in heaven.” Tho pious lo*te
writer forgot that tho hope might not be mutual.

It is true, after all. Rev. Dr. Aked has been asked to take
the pastorship of Standard-Oil Rockefeller’'s church. Ip t0
plying to tho deputation, tho reverend gentleman said k®
could not give a definite answer, as ho felt that he shorn“
consult the congregation of Pembroko Chapel before comiC>
to a decision. We should think so1 But tho woman
hesitates is lost—and it is very likely truo of tho man.

Rev. Dr. Madison Clinton Peters, pastor of tho Bapl*8
Church of tho Epiphany, New York, is retiring from »
ministry, and is going to preach henceforth in tho Maj®8"L
lheatro. Ho says there is more real brotherhood among8
Oddfellows and Freemasons than there is in the church®8
Wo should bo sorry to contradict him.

Tho North Wales Methodists do not appear to be v
comfortable. Thpir Association has been meeting at_Ch°8
and complaining of many things. Sabbath desecration
tho first. English visitors camo along and devoted
Lord’s Day to amusements and sports. Then again 1LP“Pe
was very active, and was drawing away “ weak Protcsta“
from tho godly Dissenting fold. Worse still, it was dm
to get young men of decent intelligence to enter therm 1118 jjC
According to the Rev. Robert Parry, B.A., tho result oi
Synodical examination recently held in Colwyn Bay
anything but satisfactory. Some of tho papers sentin' 0
surprisingly deficient in merit. Some of the candidates "
so incompetent that it v/as astonishing that they had obtaj
tho sanction of their respective monthly meetings to 8 9
examination. Rev. John Williams, ono of the exam
added that many of the young men, who had studic* it
years in tho theological colleges of the Connexion, did
work so badly that hundreds of Suuday-school scholars eo
havo produced better papors. All of which seems to 8 [
that the pulpit is now being recruited from tho intcllc®
dregs of tho population.

Some weeks ago wo wrote an article on “ Blessing »
Nets.” Our readers will remember that at tho comm®
ment of tho herring season tho “ blessing the nets’ q
mony was performed in Yarmouth parish church. A m
fishing nets were hung about tho sacred cdifico, and O«
protection was asked for them, as well as for all the gsqjit
men who would use them. Tho nowspapors now repor® ~ a
all the nets taken to tho parish church on that occasion) f
solemnly blessed, have been lost. What a boautiful ans
to prayer!

Mr. Justice Grantham got into a theological arguO<*9
with the Christian Scientists in tho Chisholm case. ‘. jp
Turner, one of tho witnesses, was treated by his I°r
quito satirically. * You believe,” ho asked her, “ that J
prayer is of the samo efficacy as those of Christ
was on earth?” Tho lady answered, “ Yes.” ‘And?"j
tako money for your prayers I he exclaimed. Well) ' jp
about Christ himself? Did not rich women minister %
him of their substance ? Is not this indirect payul fof
And has his lordship never heard of payments to pries n
masses to hurry souls through purgatory ? Is BOt,QaS
taking money for prayers? On tho whole, it seems n
that Mr. Justice Grantham swallows a camel and strai
a gnat.
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Gladstone used the Nonconformists. He never let them
“so him. Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman is made of
“liferent stuff. He was to have attended a Nonconformist
Meeting at the Queen’s Hall on Friday evening, November 23,
?“*Is doctor forbade him to go. From a religious point of
vlew, therefore, it was a clear case of providential interven-
>n  s;r uenryi however, was not to be completely done—
~en by “ providence.” He sent a letter to be read at the

Geting, mwhich was got up by the Whitefield Central Mission.
0 v IPliorioris that Nonconformity rules the roost in the

abinet. Mr. Birrell positively boasts of being a Noncon-
otmiijt. He evidently regards it as a great distinction. No
; ouder that, as a Minister of Publfb Instruction, ho brought
M a Nonconformist Education Bill.

Seventy Liberal Nonconformist members of Parliament
pejat the House of Commons under the presidency cf Mr.
sh i’ an”™ they unanimously decided that all possible steps

ould be taken to reject the Lords’ amendments to the

ducation Bin en ¢;oc_ rpp;g Of course, is only what was
co f oxPecfeeH The Bill left the House of Commons a Non-

oformist Bill, and the Lords have transmogrified it into a
H®cb Bill. But the reason the seventy Nonconformist
tk t 8 ass'8ned was quite jocular. They gravely decided
S *Ne Lords’ amendments had turned the Bill into a

tarian measure. Just as if it were ever anything else !

Pi r; Macnamara, M.P., positively drivels when he works
jp P°us vein’for the godly Daily Neivs. A recent article of
ib In ~ia* Paper was headed “ In a * Godless ' Board School.”
° school in question is situated in Huddersfield. It has a
i*fclOUs Assombly Hall, and six hundred children trooped
PO The master took his stand on the rostrum, baton in
ba i’ aUt* announced “ Hymn 181.” Twelve hundred little
tun, °PGN°G Naif as many hymn-books, tho piano gave the
e>and the six hundred voices sang:—

“ Praise ye tho Lord ; 'tis good to raise

Your hearts and voices in his praise ;

His nature and his works invite

To make this duty our delight.”
gr™ 'e “ grand old tuno” (we hope ho doesn’t consider them
Voj  nld words) sung by those “ beautifully fresh and sweet
soi'D8" brought Dr. Macnamara's “ jaded and perplexed
prdlj (No has our sympathy) back to Hope End Faith.” Wo
ailj UId0 ho moans that it was pleasant to listen to tho fresh
w Swecet young voices singing a good tuno. No doubt it
aai' Nut as for the words—well, it probably didn't matter
*Hil"w hat they were.

tl,~* Macnamara wished ho could tako those children up to
\yi ,iouso of Lords and let tho Bishops hear them sing.
tpGp.Would happen? he asks. Ay, what? Does he fancy
“Nil 1 19N°P3 aro as sentimental as he is? They have heard
Ip rou sing hymns, in all probability, oftener than ho has.
tho'°i  no™BurPris® them ; it would not make them loso
a)(iy beads ; thoy arc on business in this Education strugglo,
10 nuay bo sure thoy will stick to it.

Piffleiaeln”ering his Daily News audienco, Dr. Macnamara
away in tho following fashion:—
,  The littlo hymn-books aro closed. Tho master reads
evoutly and with the trained intonation of the practical
°acher, the Parable of the Sower. Tho Great Book is
reverently shut. Tho little hands go up and the little eyes
r° closed, and six hundred little lipa [twelve hundred,
Lit Fey ™ “ecito the Lord’s Prayer.”
quji 0 Nymn-books, little hands, little eyes, little lips—it
(ir.,r,0\Vcrwhelmed littlo “ Dr. Mac.,” who collapsed on tho
eat Book.

spG (( liQw a word in conclusion. Dr. Macnamara is almost

kiG(jJ Ness with adoration beforo tho Lord’s Prayer. Will ho

VAl INiicat® a singlo passage in it that is of tho smallest
any man, woman or child on this planot ?

AptgWra( Booth is going to Japan.
N “hth*? county-

Ho hopes to spend
Will ho arrivo on tho first of the

tb(c);’\ “ral Booth says he is highly satisfied with the work of
Strs iOn!sts in Japan. Ho states that they have been
is p~Mental in rescuing 30,000 geisha girls. His arithmetic
n “fMy-weU, ambitious. Tho Salvation Army has not
on U ”0.000 Piccadilly girls in London. Yet it has been
ful t G1°N hero for somo thirty years. No doubt success-
s’eptir. OV vork is easier at a distance. There aro so many
Sat close quarters,
lie

N. Russell, of tho King's Weigh House Church,

that Jesus was born at Nazareth, and that his
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mother was not a virgin. Granting that he was born, it is
a certainty that he was born in the same way as everybody
else. Whether or not he ever lived is as yet an unsolved
problem. If he ever existed, it is clear that his doing so
was not an act of condescension on his part, but rather a
necessity thrust upon him. Mr. Russell rejects the Virgin
Birth as taught in Matthew and Luke, but accepts Paul’s
Christology without demur. But, really, if Paul's Christology
is correct, why should anyone boggle at the Virgin Birth ?

Mr. Russell talks a vast deal of sheer nonsense. Accord-
ing to him, God made many unsuccessful attempts to “ get
himself expressed as Savior among men in consonance with
free rational experience "—whatever that may mean. *“ He
tried to come in the gentle Buddha,” and failed. *“ He tried
to come in Confucius, tho avatar of the middle class,” and
failed. “ He tried to come in Socrates, who brought philo-
sophy from the clouds,” and failed. He tried to come in
Jesus, and at last succeeded. In glorifying Jesus, Mr.
Russell is unjust to all the others mentioned; and what
he says about Jesus is simply not true. What could be
more absurd than the following : “ Ho (Jesus) walks through
all the centuries in power and in triumph ” ? Dr. Horton is
much nearer the truth when he says that the Christianity of
to-day has “ exactly reversed the principles of its Founder ”
—which means that Jesus is walking through the present
century in shameful defeat, and with a bowed head.

A friend at the Antipodes sends us a copy of tho
Prohibitionist, aTempcrance paper published at Christchurch,
New Zealand. In a marked editorial we see that tho
insolence of one subscriber, who was applied to in the usual
way for his remittance, is contrasted with the good feeling
of another. Tho insolent correspondent was “ an old
Christian worker "—the good natured correspondent did not
“goto church” and “is, | fear,” the editor added, “ an
agnostic.” _

“ Surely,” the Prohibitionist editor exclaims, “ tho Chris-
tian has no right to bo outdone by the agnostic in courtesy
and kindliness.” Why not ?

Tho Liverpool Weekly Post publishes an Almanack. Tho
editor of it is evidently a person who possesses an extra-
ordinary amount of ancient and modern knowledge.
Amongst tho “ Notablo Events ” for the month of December
he has tho following : “ 7, Saturday; Tho Deluge, or Noah’'s
Flood, 2348 b.o.” We are then told that it is “ high tide ”
at one minute past midnight. That's all right, anyhow.
But wo are puzzled to understand how Noah's Flood can bo
located on ono particular day. According to tho Bible story
—which, if it isn’t true, is tho only account wo have—it took
forty days of hard rain, besides a water-supply from “ tho
fountains of tho great deep,” to put tho world into complete
liquidation. Which of tho forty days was the day of tho
Flood ? -

Tho Itov. Dr. E. Hermitago Day, vicar of Abbey Cwmhir,
has just published a book, entitled On the Evidence for the
liesurrection, which tho Church Times pronounces of “ great
value.” Wherein does its " groat valuo ” lie ? It is admitted
by tho reviewer that it is only a ro-hash of tho old evidential
food on which faith has always been nourished. Tho argu-
ments do not satisfy tho intellect, for unbelievers havo never
been convinced by them. The reviewer calls Strauss,
llarnack, Wernlc, and Schmiedel Sceptics, and describes
their arguments as “ sometimes absurd and sometimes
mutually destructive.” As a matter of fact, Strauss was an
exceedingly devout Christian, and Professors Harnack and
Schmiedel aro sincere worshipers of Jesus ; and for another
Christian to dub them Sceptics is a piece of impertinence.

But what is the evidence for tho Resurrection ? Outside
tho New Testament there is none. Dr. Day adduces four
main proofs that Jesus rose from tho tomb. Tho first is

“ tho two personal records of St. John at tho sepulchre.”
Clearly such records are evidentially valueless. In point of
fact, there aro no “ personal records of St. John at tho
sepulchre.” As to tho Emmaus narrative, which is tho
second evidence presented, the least said tho better. Whence
did Luko derive tho Btory ? Dr. Day thinks ho must havo
had “ somo special source of information, and suggests
JoaDna.” Others hold that Luko was one of the travellers.
Others contend that ho must havo “ sat at tho feet of the
Virgin Mary.” But nobody knows. And this evidence also
falls to the ground. .

Tho third proof is “ tho witness of the grave-clothes.”
But nobody who saw those clothes has written about them.
Their witness must therefore be dismissed as worthless.
But the silliest of all the proofs is the fourth—* tho failure
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of the Jews to account for the open grave.” When did the
Jews try to account for the open tomb ? The Jews never
knew that there was an open tomb, nor do they know to this
day. There are many Christian scholars and dignitaries of
the Church who laugh the empty grave to scorn. Over
against Dr. Day we will place Canon Henson who pooh-
poohs the witness of the open tomb. There is absolutely
nothing in it; and its absurdity is unfathomable.

A Liverpool reader sends us a religious tract which is
being circulated in that city. It emanates from pious
Glasgow, where godliness and gain associate together more
fraternally, perhaps, than in any other place in the world.
The price printed upon it is 4d. per 100, and if the issuers
get that figure in full they must make a pretty good profit.
All that, however, is by the way. The tract itself is what
we want to say a word about. On the front of it is a rough
wood-cut of a sailing ship, under which is the word
“ Emigrants ” printed in big letters. Below that is printed :
“ For the time of sailing, destination, charges, etc., see other
side.” The “ other side ” is a curiosity; worthy, indeed, to
keep company with that “ Jesus Christ and Company,
Limited,” bill that was issued at Sunderland the other day.
We venture to reproduce it in full, so that our readers may
see the sort of thing that still holds the field of Christian
propaganda:—

“ EHIGKANTS.

Emigrants for Emmanuel’s land should lose no time in
having their berths secured, as only one vessel can ever
succeed in reaching that country.

Vessel's Name Gospel Ship, Kom. i. 10.

Port which it leaves City of Destruction, 2 Pet. iii. 10.

Bound for Emmanuel’s Land, Heb. xi. 16.
Time of Sailing ... To-day, Heb. iii., 7, 8.
The Fare... . Without money and without

price, Isaiah Iv. 1.
Jesus Chmst, Heb. ii. 10.
Crew Workers together, 2 Cor. vi. 1
Passengers Sinners saved by grace, Rom.v. 1,2
Sea, over which it passes Time, Rev. x. 0.
Lighthouse Holy Scriptures, Ps. cxix. 105.
COMPASS..cciierireerriieanee Truth, John viii. 32.

Captain’s Name...

Sails . Faith and Love, 2 Thess. i. 3.
Wind . The Holy Spirit, John vi. 03.

Storage . Grace, lIsa. Iv. 2; 2 Cor. xii. 9.
Anchor . Hope, Heb. vi. 19.

Passengers are supplied with everything on the voyage.
«Phil. iv. 19.—' My God shall supply all your need,’ etc.

All are invited.—Rev. xxii. 17—" And the Spirit and the
Bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come.
And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let
him take the water of life freely.’

The vessel affords ample accommodation,—Luke xiv. 22.—
>And yet there is room.’

Bender! Are you on board this Gospel Ship, bound for
ilory? Ifnot, why nott Ah! whyt

There is no possibility whatever of a single soul being lost
on the passage; but,all who refuse to go on board will be
8ternally lost, and will be tormented in the 1ake or Finn for
aver and ever.—Matt. xxv. 40 ; Rev. xiv. 10, 11.

' Christ died for the ungodly.'—Rom. v. 0.”

There you are 1 That is the good old Christianity which has
money in it yet, in spite of elementary schools and university
extension.

The “ Gospel Ship ” sails to-day. Well, in that case it is
a poor look out for those who visit the wharf to-morrow.
They will have to spend tho re3t of their days in tho City of
Destruction—where wo dare say they will bo able to meet
the gentlemen who ran the emigration agency. They don’'t
go on board themselves; their business doesn’'t admit of it;
they have to book up every berth—for others—in tho “ Ship
of Fools.”

Tho sails of tho ship are “ faith and love.” But the love
in proportion to the faith must be as Jack Falstaffs’ bread
was to all that intolerable quantity of sack. For all who
don’'t avail themselves of this emigration offer are to be
* tormented in tho lako of fire for over and ever." This is
“ love ” with a vengeance. But there is always a joke to be
got out of this sort of tragedy. The last lino of all is “ Christ
died for tho ungodly.” That is, for those who are frizzling
in hell. Which prompts one to ask whether hell would have
been any hotter if he had never died at all.

Tolstoy has written an article against Shakespeare,
calling him an inferior playwright, destitute of genius.
Christiana have an instinctive hatred of great Freethinkers.

Wo are sorry to seo that a Woman Suffrage meeting at
Brighton, with Mrs. Snowden and Mrs. Despard as the
chief speakers, broke up in disorder through male rowdy-
ism. It will be somo compensation if the ladies recognise
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that the disturbance of other people’'s meetings is a gaDe
that more than one side can play at.

Mr. Joseph Smith, president of the Mormon Church, he¥*
just had his forty-third child by his fifth wife. He ought
have had a medal after that achievement, in view of fresi
dent Roosevelt’s sermons on the population question. J
stead of that he has been fined (£60 as a polygamist. H1
court might have given him six months’ imprisonment, bn
he pleaded that his last marriage occurred in 1884, ana 0
had not seen his way to abandon his wives in deference
the subsequent Federal law. He might easily have plcatY _
the Bible in his defence; for the Bible was written by PolF
gamists for polygamists.

Rev. W. P. A. Johnman, of Hawick, in a special serwO®
to young women, said, “ He feared that in this country *m
supernatural was being hustled aside to make way 10
frivolity and amusement, with cremation at the end.”
reverend gentleman forgets that his own faith offers ev«r
lasting cremation to the vast majority of mankind.

C
Mr. Haldane, the lawyer who is acting as Secretary 0
State for War, has been talking about the spiritual welfar
of the Army. What the Army wants is not more religli®
but better officers and better training. Neither does tn
Navy want more religion; it has too much of it already’
What it wants is more justice and decent treatment for *h
jack tars. We advise Mr. Haldane to stick to his last.

A great infidel-slayer, according to his own report, ha9
been edifying the Young Men's Christian Association a
Norwich with a lecture on the results of unbelief, f1,
appears to claim quite the usual number of “ eonx'crto
infidels” as his own catch, and amongst them a “~°'
Bishop, of Northampton.” Well, it is some thirty years,
think, since Mr. George Bishop, who was then a very youO»
man, with no particular position in the Freethought move
ment, wont over to Christianity, and subsequently becam
a Church of England curate. Wo never heard that b
attributed his “ conversion” to this Mr. Adye, who see(l
to bo a City missioner. Indeed, we don’t recollect hearme
of this Mr. Adye before, mighty infidel-slayer as he is-'®,
least, in his own estimation. We believe, however, th*
Mr. Bishop is still alive, at Nottingham ; and wo should hK
to know whether he is prepared to write Mr. Adye out
certificate. In tho meanwhile we may ask that gentlem®
whether ho has any fresh eggs in stock.

lho curate was telling tho Sunday-school children that
missionary societies ought to bo supported, and strengthened
his case by telling them that there were no schools and »°
churches for poor little boys and girls in heathen Af«*»
Then he put the question; “ What should wo save up °at
half-pennies and our pennies and shillings for ?” And Ib»
youthful audience cried with ono voice : “ To go to Africal

Sanity and simplicity are the distinguishing marks of
loftiest genius, which may bo described as inspired coval® 30
senso. Tho great artist never loses touch of facts; he o |
let his imagination soar as high as the stars, but he keW
his feet firm-planted on the ground. All tho world recognz
the sublimity of Greek sculpture and Sliakespearo’'s P/f~J]
because they arc both true to nature and fact and coincide
with everlasting laws. The true sublimo is not fantastic > j
is solid and satisfying, liko a mighty Alp, deep-rooted fi>9
all in tho steadfast earth, and then towering up with
vineyards, its pastures, its pino-forests, its glaciers,
precipices, and last of all tho silence of infinitude brood* °
over its eternal snows,—G, W. Foote, “ Flowers of I«
thought.”

For Ho who has denied to the most devoted psalm-mak0™”
and moral poets all beautiful thoughts and all literary rbP.
tation, lest they should be praised too much by their cart()jig
fellow-creatures, and thereby forget heaven, where the ang'
have already engaged board for them in advance ,—He, I s L
provides us other profane, sinful, heretical authors, for ,~\0
heaven is as good as nailed up, all the more with adm*ra”
ideas of earthly fame, and this indeed from divine grace
mercy, so that the poor souls, since they are really her®’.0y
not altogether wanting, and that they may at least eiiJ
upon earth somo of that joy which is denied to there
heaven. —llew '
Words are liko leaves; and where they most abound'

Much fruit of sense beneath is rarely found.
— Pope,
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Mr. Foote’'s Engagements.

Sunday, December 2, Co-operative Hall, Darn Crook, Newcastle-
oa-Tyne, at 3, “ The Upshot of Mr. Blatchford’'s Crusade
Against Christianity” ; at 7, “ The Lords and the Education
Bill: What will Dr. Clifford Do Now ?”

mDecenber 9 and 16, Queen’s Hall, London.

To Correspondents.

CfiC2HENS L ecture E ngagements.—December 2, Forest Gate;

j ' ClaBgow; 16, Belfast.
eLloyd's Lecturing Engagements.—December 2, Liverpool.
MKIMES's L ecturing E ngagements—D ecember 2, Birmingham;
j' Leicester; 15, Bedlington; 16, Newcastle; 17, Hetton ;

j,  Spennymoor.

' of’ B arman (Johannesburg) writes : “ Some months ago | had
given me a copy of your Bible Romances. | read it, and was
lighted ; for it answered questions | had often asked others,
nd could never get satisfactory replies to. Since then | have
ec®me a regular subscriber to your paper, and intend to

Remain so.”

The vindication of Joan of Arc is quite a modern thing,
be reverend gentleman simply shows the danger of a little
bowledge. Voltaire was ahead of his time in most things;
by expect him to be so in everything? As far as our reading

gees, it Vas Hume who paid the first noble tribute to Joan of

J Tr°7 and Hume was a Freethinker.

If j Evans—See “ Acid Drops.” Thanks.

W A.—Glad you think this journal is “ doing splendid service.”
e note that, in hearing Dr. Machamara at the Tribune Ren-
ezvous, you “ thought how differently he would have spoken
i, 916 bird understood the religious question, which,” you say,
jj be might, if he only read the Freethinker."
«Baxter, newsagent, 32 Brunswiclc-street, Glasgow, will be
1 eased to receive and transmit donations towards the cost of
jj r- Cohen’s “ Salvation Army” pamphlet.

> jDrke—Sent as requested.

my ' Lavet.—The article was satirical,
sul“ Mackrell.—Pleased to hear you havo secured us two fresh
Fr scrlbers hy the simple plan of passing on your copy of the
mnji tn”cr alLcr reading it; also that since you “ became a
hav |>both of the late Pioneer and of the Freethinker,” you

j ”Vv° been “ greatly enlightened by many excellent articles.”
of ir ' Eea cong™tulates us on “ such a magnificent attendance
at ABr* 'nghain residents, including a goodly number of ladies,”
in °pr d?wn Hall evening meeting; and adds that “ no church

Birmingham had such an audience that night.” “ Such
iiSy°urs, sir,” this correspondent says, “ do moro good

r * feethought than one can well imagine.”
KCohen “ Salvation Army ” T ract F und.—Previously acknow-
j. 8ed, £5 Igs. Since received : F. W. Thompson, 2s.; 1l. J.
ivew@t' Is.; W. A. Holroyd, Is.; Savill, 2s.; F. Wood, 2s. fid.;
2s’ r,°Dbiiechen, 2s. Gd.; H. G. Farmer, lIs.; Forth Branch,

\y ' 'd,i C. Shepherd, Is.; H. M. Kidgway, 2s. Cd.

p ‘' <M— Thanks for cuttings.

'viti DboMTHON—Yes, you ought to bo ablo to do good work

Qu L'acts. Hope you will not bo disappointed in the

1 eeb’s Hall lectures you are “ looking forward to."

P EEler—Who is the Mr. Beadle, converted Atheist, that you
r. lecture? You did good service in asking questions at his

q ‘'eting. Thanks for the cuttings.

J, j, 0i,Crfh,—See “ Acid Drops.” Thanks,

j .(UuiOE~-Shall appear. Thanks for good wishes.
TIfObbb.—The Sunday Chronicle is not amongst our exchanges.
i,j an”a for cuttings. Glad to hear you say that Mr. Lloyd

\y lirr\eBeach time he lectures at Manchester.

B, '®AL—Thanks for your valued cuttings,

—In our next.

°®bCRorr—We would rather set one man thinking than a
it iV ed applauding ; and if our articles have any salt in them
t0 s “be to our pen being unfottered. The sentence you refer

Ws probably. “ Refrain from doing that which everyone else

j ~ynotdo.”
jnjp'Dkcre could be no “ direct descent” in those days except
fien 6 bude lino. That is why thoy had to make up Christ's
roini- °hy through Joseph, who, on their theory, was no blood

1), ~ 10nto him at all.

bHE._Will bo forwarded as promptly as possible. Not
sOtyrised to hoar that the Salvation Army competes with all

Q. Y °* ufients for worldly business.
imrl0 11118—1It is a good way ahead.

j ~Nbtsare fixed uv.
Ca.J>A—Replies to Mr. Blatchford should bo sent to tho
Jjrancf °® @), Glad you are better and joining the Merthyr

cr *

A.]j T'Akr— We had seen it; thanks, all tho same.
tyili i 8— Many thanks. Too late to do it justice this week.

livj gf with it in our next.
i'arrf"U,AR Society, Limited, office is at 2 Newcastlc-street,
I'arwt"ﬁ'il\ﬂl_s ee(e:ltjlgr%-ociety's office is at 2 Ncwecastle-etrcet,

«ugdon-street, E.C.

Send details when arrangc-
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Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed
to 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

Lecture Notices must reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-
street, E.C., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be
inserted.

Friends who send'us newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.
Orders for literature should be sent to the Freethought Pub-
lishing Company, Limited, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-

street, E.C., and not to the Editor.

Persons remitting for literature by stamps are specially requested
to send halfpenny stamps.

The Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:—One year,
10s. 6d.; half year, 5s. 3d. ; three months, 2s. 8d.

Scale 0Or Advertisements: Thirty words, Is. Gd.; every suc-
ceeding ten words, Gd. Displayed Advertisements :—One inch,
4s. Od.; half column, £1 2s. Cd.; column, £2 Os. Special
terms for repetitions.

Sugar Plums.

Tyneside “ saint3 ” will note that Mr. Foote is paying one
of his rare visits to Newcastle-on-Tyne to-day (Dec. 2). He
lectures afternoon and evening in the Co-operative Hall, Darn
Crook, which we understand is both commodious and cen-
trally situated. No doubt friends will be present from many
places within reasonable distance of the “canny” city.
The advertising has been fairly well done, but there is
always need for trust in the zeal of the local “ saints,” who
can circulate handbills and give publicity to tho lectures by
word of mouth amongst their friends and acquaintances.

Those who come to Newcastle from a distance to hear Mr.
Foote’s lectures will be able to get tea at Watson’s in Nelson-
street. It is necessary to state this in civilised England on
the blessed Sabbath.

Mr. Lloyd lectures for tho Liverpool Branch to day
(Dec. 2) in the Milton Hall, Daulby-street, both afternoon
and evening. The local “ saints ” will do their best to givo
him crowded meetings. He is sure of a hearty reception.

Mr. Lloyd had good audiences at Manchester on Sunday in
spite of the foggy weather, and was enthusiastically applauded
at the closo of his evening lecture. Ho performed the interest-
ing ceremony of “ naming ” a child of two Branch members.
Many strangers wero present.

Mr. Syrnes lectures at Birmingham to-day (Dec. 2). Tea
will be provided at tho Princo of Wales Assembly Room
between tho afternoon and evening lectures for the accom-
modation of old friends of Mr. Symes’s who may come from
a distance to meet him.

Mr. Bonto’s pamphlet, From Fiction to Fact, is still going
oil well, and wo hope it will continue to do so for many a
day. It is being translated into French and German, with a
view to publication at Brussels and Hamburg. In that way
its usefulness will bo widely extended. It is curious that
tho press conspiracy of silence has had so little effect on the
circulation of this pamphlet. Much tho greater part of ten
thousand copies lias been sent out from our publishing office
in the course of a few months. This is another illustration
of the truth that our movement owes nothing to tho press,
either for good or ovil; which is a tribute to our indepen-
dence and vitality. “ A breath unmakes them as a breath
has made ” cannot bo spoken of us.

Mr. Joseph McCabe, 16 Elm-grove, Cricklewood, London,
N.W., had the following communication in last week’s
Athcnicum:—

“1 have been asked to write the biography of G. J.
Holyoake, and, although the chief documents are promised
to mo, there may be some of your readers who have interest-
ing letters from him. If they will kindly forward them to
me, | shall be much obliged. | will copy and return them as
quickly as possible.”

Mr. McCabe knew Mr. Holyoake only during tho last years
of his very long life, and has no personal knowledge of tho
more agitated period when the famous Secularist was really
in the thick of tho fight for freedom. It will be very difficult
for Mr. McCabe, with his well-known surroundings, to do
justice to the relations between Holyoako and Bradlaugh, for
instance; nevertheless, wo hope for the best, and Mr.
McCabe’s incontestible ability may triumph over all tho
difficulties of his task.

Our review of two new books by Mr. F. J. Gould unavoid-
ably stands over till next week. We arc sorry, but it cannot
be helped in the make up.
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They Are Coming Round'!

Just when | was within a few days of departing for
the South, December 1883, | was rushing up Gray’s
Inn-road towards King’'s Cross, when I met a Wes-
leyan minister. We knew each other and hastily
exchanged greetings, for both were in a hurry. “ I

am just off to Australia,” said I, “ on a Freethought
lecturing tour.”—*“ Are you ?” said he. “ 0 Symes, I
wish you’'d come back with us !”"—* My dear fellow,”
said I, “ you're fast coming after me!” He smiled;

we shook hands and parted.

What an immense change has come over the clergy
since then! Orthodoxy is quite dead except in the
young, the ignorant, and the brainless. If | needed
anything to confirm the opinion that | did the right
thing in leaving the pulpit, that | have done properly
in attacking religion and trying to destroy it root and
branch, | should see it in the change “ to us ward ”
that has taken place among the clergy during the
past thirty years. If they had continued as orthodox
as they were when 1 first knew them, | do not think
that could have influenced mo at all, for my chango
was a personal and individual development, which,
by the way, is still proceeding, in spite of advancing
years. Still, I am immensely gratified to find the
clergy treading in our steps.

At present | wish to quote a few passages from
recent “ Christian ” authors bearing upon the nature
of the Bible and Christianity, for such quotations
may bo of great use to many of our people who have
neither the leisure nor the books necessary for inde-
pendent study. A numbor of splendid books have
seen the light during the past few years, written, |
may say, by our pupils—1 mean the gentlemen, no
disrespect— among the better clergy. I cannot
imagine that men situated as they are could have
written what I am alluding to if our great Free-
thought movement of the past fifty years or so had
not inspired those authors to writo for a public which
our work had prepared to .appreciate their books.
They have set in scholarly language what we and our
Freethought predecessors have so long been pro-
claiming in popular style. Without our precedent
work these scholars would suffer now all the slanders,
public odium, and persecution that have been so
plentifully meted out to us by piety and fanaticism ;
and some of them would probably have been im-
prisoned for blasphemy or for writing of the Bible in
ways calculated to rob the public of all faith in
“ God’s most holy Word.” Whether the said gontle-
mon ever openly acknowledge our work or not, wo
gladly welcome theirs, especially as their words will
penetrate into circles we cannot directly influence.
The chief thing wo regret in our clerical pupils and
assistants is that they fail to behave logically in
practical life, that they still cling to the corpse of a
creed whose death they have helped to hasten. But
I, for one, do not expect too much consistency in
human nature, especially where hereditary and social
influences bear almost unlimited sway. It requires
more than average courage to face certain ostracism,
general abuse, and poverty into tho bargain. Credc
experto.

I have several books to quote from and may as well
begin with the oldest of them. Professor A. H.
Sayce is an able and remarkable man, and yet most
provokingly fanatical respecting tho historic reality
of that manifest fiction, Abraham, and ono or two
other Biblical matters. However, | can forgive his
fanaticism in view of so much that is liberal and
rational in his works. In his Fresh Light From the
Ancient Monuments, as far back as 1895, he says some
things that must prove gall and wormwood to many
of the devout; and in his Gifford Lectures, 1902,
there is very much more of a similar character. |
will quote an item or two from the former work,
after referring to a text or two in the Bible. The
“ infallible Word of God,” which cannot err, not to
hint at its circulating falsehood, mentions Cyrus
about a dozen times; in several texts he is called
“ king of Persia,” viz., 2 Chron. xxxvi. 22, 23; Ezra
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iii. 7; iv. 3; Dan. vi. 28 (“ the Persian ”); x 1. “or
is that all. In ono text Cyrus is made to issue
decree, “ Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia,” etc
(2 Chron. xxxvi. 23). ,

In face of this, Professor Sayce says, he “ was no
king of Persia” (p. 5); “ tho most startling revel»'
lion they [the inscriptions] make is that he was no
king of Persia at all” (p. 144). And there is niue
worse to follow. In lIsaiah xliv. 28 and xlv. 1 10
Lord calls Cyrus his “ shepherd,” his “ Messiah,” aB
otherwise speaks of him as his servant and chose
instrument, just a3 if ho wore an orthodox Je
Indeed, these Bible texts led many to regard CyrB
as a Monotheist; but Dr. Sayce says he was a Votf'
theist. The Lord did not know everything in thos
days of his youth—and seems to be no wiser now.

In Professor Sayce's Gifford Lectures on 2«
Religions of Ancient Egypt and Babylonia there 1
much | do not like, and which so clever a man shoo
not have said ; but there is very much more g°°
material than | can presumo to select. Here is
choice sentence from page 6: “ The first fact whi®
the historian of religion has to bear in mind is, tha
religion and morality are not necessarily connecte
together.” If that wholesome truth had been know
and acted upon for the past 200 years what a wor
of horrid abuse and slander foremost Freethinker
would have escaped. Never mind. We have preacne
that truth so incessantly that even our pious opp"
nents aro adopting and utilising it. Wo are winning
On page 7 he goes one better—*“ What we ter
morality was, in fact, a slow growth. It was t
necessary result of life in a community.” **°g
many hundreds of times have | been compelled
say that during the past thirty years! and | am s?
my follow-lecturers havo had to do tho same, *e >
those in tho opposite camp are bound to follow B’
bound to echo us; and if they boat us in goodnes >
wo shall never complain. N

On the next two pages mine author proceeds
even farther. “ It was,” says ho, “in tho cow®
nity, and in the social relations of men to °B,
another, that the ethical sense was first develop®®
Just so. He might havo added that animals
beasts also developed their morality in tho sa®
way ; and, by the time he again writes upon etm
lot us hope ho will clearly perceive that God-—if
there were—could not bo moral so long as he
solitary, inasmuch as mutuality i3 of the essence
morals. But this writer proceeds : “ The associ®"0
of morality with religion, therefore, is not only/10
necessity, but it is of comparatively lato originint’
history of mankind. Indeed, tho union of the two
by no means complete oven yot. Orthodox C/nl
tiauity still maintains that correctness of belief
at least as important as correctness of boh®/10 §
and it is not so long ago that men were punish
and done to death, not for immoral conduct, but
refusing to accept some dogma of the Church.” }

No, sir, tho heretic does not refuse to fIGQL
Church dogmas, ho cannot accept them; and, wh
honest and courageous, ho refuses to pretend
But, say, how long would it be ere men were nga
persecuted and done to death, etc., if tho oICTj
could havo their unfottored way ? How long wo" "
it be ero they attempted to exterminate each ot" ’
as their predecessors did for so many centuries ? i

But the learned Professor proceeds: “ The 1
stop in bringing religion and morality together )v
to placo morality under tho sanction of rob'glOg)
Tho rules of conduct which the experiences of s°I'i'0
life had rendered necessary or advantageous
enforced by an appeal to tho torrors of ol
belief. Practices which sinned against the cO %g
social morality were put under the ban of the £
and their ministers, and those who ventured -
adopt them [tho said sinful practices] wore doon 0

1

to destruction m this world and tbo next. 1 u
Tapu, which was originally confined to reserve
certain places and objects for tho use of tbo

powers, was invoked for tho protection of o0

laws, or to punish violations of them ; and thoc vy
of heaven was called down, not only upon the en"
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°f the tribe, but upon the enemy of the moral code
°t the tribe as well. Religion thus became tribal as
~ell as personal; the religious instinct in the indi-
~dual clothed itself with the forms of social life.......
c Was no longer only a feeling of fear or reverence
part of the individual which made him bow
°wn before the terrors of the supernatural and obey
13 behests ; to this were now added all the ties and
R ations connected with the life of a tribe. The
thieal element was joined to the religious, and what
aa been termed the religious instinct or conscious-
ess in the individual man attached itself to the
ues and laws of ethical conduct. But the attach-
ment was, in the first instance, more or less acci-
8ntal; long ag08 iia(j £0 pass before the place of the
w elements—the ethical and religious—was re-
used, and tho religious sanction of the ethical
Ij°>. was exchanged for an ethical sanction of re-
giou. it needed centuries of training before a
bristian poet could declare: ‘He can't be wrong
Wijose life is in tho right’ ” (pp. 9,10).
in 19 Say°e “ isquotes Pope without improv-
;.8 him; and Pope, though a nominal or conven-
jj°cal Christian, was anything but a Christian poet.

Q let that pass. If my memory serves, Pope says

* For modes of faith lot graceless zealots fight!
His can’t be wrong whose life is in the right.”

°lumes of evangelical abuse have been heaped upon

0 poet for that most un-Christian couplet, and no

°nder; for how can they damn a good unbeliever if
A V*f.e Proves his faith to be of tho right quality ?
-ad if tho clergy cannot damn people, their
Q\pation is gone.”

If the Gifford Lecturer will only fully \sprk out and
~Nssimilato tho precious truth embodied in that quota-
j °n>bo will discover two things ho seems still to be
SQoraut of—viz., first, that the truth ho has more
fhan glimpsed is absolutely fatal to religion ; and
fondly, that be himself is no longer a Christian,
had Sornefbing immensely bettor. Morality never

a more deadly foe than the religion which

08 a man for unbelief—that most monstrous
? NVersi°n of justice ever known, and the occasion
jj. 1 cause of all tho priestly persecution ever in-

~ ed upon unfortunate people.
lim'fOt"SSOr ~ayco 18 keenly alive to tho defects,

nations, and failures of the religions of ancient
Babylonia, etc., but apparently bo fails to
WIlbQM0 ~at all ho has to say against them applies
g b equal force to his own religion. In the next
in 10n I will supplement and correct him by notes
e brackets, as this will save space and perhaps
, aphasise what | say. “ The attempts,” ho says,
ti,° g8bow that ancient Egyptian religion [or Chris-
O .yl Was a sublimo monotheism....... have their
inRY 1M a confusion between the aspirations of

M(ual thinkers and the actual religion of their

QL There are, indeed, literary monumonts rescued
fho wreck of ancient Egyptian culture which
-body the highest and most spiritual conceptions
t Ibe Godhead [what an admission for a Christian
th 11, and use tho laDguago of tho purest mono-
oism. But such monuments represent tho beliefs

a »6eas of tho cultured few rather than of the
a Syptiana [or, later, of the Jews or the Christians]
j awhole, or even of the majority of the educated

8087 (p.11).
aa .may. for the present, close with tho note that
tliolGx Egypt passed on her highest conceptions to
1Jo, c®°3mopolitan students of Alexandria, Antioch,
nn,il0> etc., and out of tho combined superstitions
ala .Philosophies of those cities arose Christianity,
palbo elements of which wero furnished by the old
tb5aa religions. Dr. Sayco has bolped us to mako
¢ J xrith clear; and, in my opinion, liis Gifford
S 1 W68 wo quito sufficient to rip up, expose, and
alE°gically to destroy that Christianity ho seems

10U8 to conserve. j0s. Symes.

(To be continued.)

Ideas always generato enthusiasm.—Emerson.
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The Coming of the Millennium.

It is pleasing to meet with a Socialist who does not
allow his Socialistic proclivities to blind him to the
crudities and absurdities that are common to the
younger and more headstrong believers in the Gospel
of Socialism, and are not unknown even amongst
those of maturer growth and presumably greater
mental development. The latter are probably past
praying for. Beyond a certain age most men and
women are insusceptible to new ideas, and incapable
of any widening of their mental outlook. As for the
young—shallow thinking and crude reasoning are
natural in youth; but for tho young there is some
hope, and that is why most teachers and philoso-
phers would prefer a youthful following to an elderly
one. Not without justification has it been said that
the future of a nation is in tho hands of its young
men (and let us hasten to placate Teresa Billington
by adding its young women) of twenty-fivo. And we
could wish that everything possible might be done to
assist the process of clear and sane thinking amongst
both men and women of that age. We think the
latest book of H. G. Wells will help toward that
desirable end, therefore we commend it to all who
have the largest part of their life still to run, and
especially do we commend it to those with leanings
in tho direction of Socialism. For H. G. Wells is the
Socialist to whom wo have referred in our opening
sentence.

In the Days of the Comet - is a novel in which all the
gifts of its author are well displayed. Mr. Wells, in
his story, combines the human interest with imagi-
native science in that effective fashion ho has largely
made his own in this country. It is a tale of how
this earth comes into collision with a comet, with
tho result that, while no injury is done to tho material
structure of the world, there is an immediate arrest
and alteration of tho course of human affairs. Or
perhaps a Socialist would put it that there is no
alteration in tho course of human affairs, but that
Mr. Wells has, as it were, taken a leap forward,
skipped over several intervening centuries, and
landed us right into tho social millennium. What
Mr. Wells pictures may be what wO are coming to
after an indefinite lapso of time. Of such things
other seers have written timo and again. But here
wo have no gradual evolution. Mr. Wells places the
momentous event that leads to the establishment of
the now order of things in our own time, and tho
story of its happening is put into tho mouth of tho
leading character in the novel, who, fifty years after-
wards, narrates what led up to, and what succeeded,
tho great change. Tho coming within tho orbit of
our globe of the strange visitant from sidereal space,
and its effect on torrostrial affairs, form tho most
striking portion of tho book. Interwoven with this,
howovor, there is an interesting lovo problem (not
very satisfactorily solved), and tlio wbolo book makes
capital reading. Wo are not going into details of tbo
plot—if plot in any strict sense of tho word can be
said to oxist. Doubtless many of our readers have
already seen the book. Our purpose is to comment
on ono or two passages that impressed themselves
upon us in tho course of our reading.

One weak spot in Labor and Socialistic propaganda
tho author of In the Days of the Comet indicates with
unorring finger; ono fallacy in their argument bo
nails relentlessly to tbo countor. Nothing is more
common than to bear Landlordism and Capitalism
denounced by Socialistic writers and orators as
though Landlordism and Capitalism constituted a
conscious, deliberate, and somi-diabolic conspiracy
against Labor and tho Working Man. Which, of
course, is absurd. Most of the leaders in the Labor
Movement know better than to believe such non-
sense ; but the less intelligent of tho rank-and-file
are obsessed by the above infatuation, and tho
leaders are apparently content they should continue

By H. G. Wells (Macmillan & Co. : London).
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cherishing the delusion. It operates admirably in
stirring up the working man to tiery resentment of
the tyranny of his overlords. Wo must quote from
Mr. Wells, for the passage is too good to omit, par
ticularly as coming from an avowed Socialist:—

“ We had our arigry, confident solutions, and whoso
ever would criticise them was a friend of the robbers
It was a clear case of robbery, we held, visibly so
there in those great houses lurked the Landlord and
the Capitalist, with his scoundrel the Lawyer, with his
cheat the Priest, and we others were all the victims of
his deliberate villainies. No doubt they winked and
chuckled over their rare wines, amidst their dazzling,
wickedly-dressed women, and plotted further grinding
for the faces of the poor. And amidst all the squalor
on the other hand, amidst brutalities, ignorance, and
drunkenness, suffered multitudinously their blameless
victim, the Working Man. And we, almost at the first
glance, had found all this out; it had merely to be
asserted now with sufficient rhetoric and vehemence to
change the face of the whole world. The Working Man
would arise—in the form of a Labor Party, and with
young men like myself and Parload to represent him
and come to his own, and then-—- ? Then the robbers
would get it hot, and everything would be extremely
satisfactory.”

There is a fine, healthy vein of sarcasm in the above
extract, and in this shorter one (—

“ To us youngsters with the positiveness, the rational
ism of youth, it seemed that the strikes and lockouts, the
overproduction and misery could not result simply from
ignorance and want of thought and feeling. We needed
more dramatic factors than these mental fogs, these mere
atmospheric devils. We fled therefore to that common
refuge of the unhappy ignorant, a belief in callous insen-
sate plots—we called them plots—against the poor. You
can still see how we figured it [ho is writing fifty years
after the great change] by looking up in any museum
the caricatures of capital and labor that adorned the
German and American socialistic papers of the old
time.”

A pathetic little figure in the book is that of Mrs.
Leadford, the hero’s mother. The hero—not a very
heroic figure, but probably all the more human for
that—is >s0 engrossed in his personal grievance
against fate as to behave in an extremely selfish—
not to say callous— fashion towards her. Mrs, Lead-
ford’s religious belief is of eighteenth-century type ;
but, as happens in not a few Christians, she is by
nature much better than her creed. There was a
hell in that religion of Mrs. Leadford's—*“a red-
haired hell of curly flames that had once been very
terrible”; and young Leadford had been taught to
believe “ that most of our poor, unhappy world was
to atone for its muddle and trouble here by suffering
exquisite torments for ever after, world without end,
Amen.” But his mother radiated her own tremulous
gentleness even upon God, and redeemed him from all
the implications of vindictive theologians. She pro-
vided, in fact, as her son says, an effectual answer in
herself to all she would have taught him. Even after
the change Mrs. Leadford clung to her old concep-
tion of religion through sheer force of intellectual
habit. It had become a part of her. But she made
ono admission that reads deliciously. Her son asked
her one day if she, with her tender heart, still
believed in that hell of flame. She vowed she did.
But—*“ You know, YVillie, dear,” she said, “ 1 don't
think anyone will go there. | never did think that.”
We fancy there must be a great many nominal
believers in eternal torment who, in the secret
recesses of their minds, entertain the vague hope
that the doctrine may not be true after all.

Wo quite believe the Atheist we met recently who
assured us he had been made so by reading the Bible.
For ourselves, the perusal of Christian literature, and
the occasional listening to a Christian sermon, would
suffice to keep us in the path of heterodoxy, despite
any temptation to swerve therefrom. Consequently
we have a fellow-feeling for Mr. Wells’s hero when
ho tells us his faith was seriously weakened by read-
ing Burble’s Scepticism Answered. Young Loadford
was indebted to a curate, who lodged with his
mothor, for setting him definitely on the road to
unbelief. The curate lent him Burble, and encouraged
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him to keep up his reading after he had left seboo =
His experience of religious apologetics speedily c°n
vinced him, as it has convinced many others,_tOa
the case for doctrinal orthodoxy was an exceedingl
poor one. .

We are in doubt whether we should hold Mr. S
responsible for the rather indiscriminating criticismé
placed incidentally in the mouth of his hero. We ar®
surprised to find him alluding to the “ gassy prosO
and “ atmospheric verse” of Shelley. The lattel
phrase might be interpreted as not uncomplimentary"
but the former scarcely sounds flattering ; and, wna
is of much more consequence, it is not just. Furt00L
on he refers to a “ now forgotten writer called RaskiDi
a volcano of beautiful language and nonsensical sug
gestions, who prevailed very greatly with elognen
excitable young men in those days.” This appear.
calculated to ruffle the serenity of not a few i0OO®
viduals in the Socialist camp who revere the aut00l
of Unto this Last as a “ Master.” -

No one acquainted with the writings of Mr. H.
Wells will question his possession of a strong sensO
of humor. His Invisible Man, for instance, presen 6
us with a remarkable picture of the grotesquely f000'
blended with the pathetically tragic. The possess10
of a keen sense of humor is something one might we
pray the gods for. Think what it might save tn
world from! The blatant posturings of a Germa
Emperor, for example; the incredible pretensions °
a Roman Pontiff; tho vaporing of religious an
political humbugs of all kinds. Such people con
not maintain their seZ/-deception if they realised 1
absurdity, and assuredly they would find it impossib
to continue imposing on the general public if 10
latter shared that sense of the ludicrous which sav®
the favored few. The crime of Icse-majestic and bon
in Papal Infallibility would vanish with much otb0O”®
nonsense in a burst of Homeric laughter. It is 10
deed well that even those with a serious message f°
humanity should recognise tho value of satire, ir00!’
and humor of every variety, from tho jocular to 0
sardonic, as weapons in tho cause of truth.

Mr. Wells, as wo say, is happy in possessing a
sense of humor; and eome of his descriptionsO
things as they were before tho Change— that i<
they are now—are brimming over with quiet playl0
ness, though his fancy is grim enough at tin10'
Take his inventory of tho contents of that aboiniOO
tion inseparable from respectable bachelor poverty”
tho “ bed-sitting” (and eating) room, for instaflC <
It could only have been bettered by Dickens; and 0L
verbal sketch of a “ scullery ” as it exists in ordinal
shabby-genteel houses, is equally good. One cop
quote largely in illustration, but there must bo 1i00
to quotation in a three-column article.

One gathers that Mr. Wells, like others
decline to blink the facts of life, and who feel 0(00
polled to reckon with the hot impulses of hutpa
nature, realises that the problem of sexual pa0010,
will be somewhat difficult of solution even und0j
Socialigm. The sexual instinct—in its origl00
nature simple enough—has, under civilised co00
tions, taken on a most baffling complexity. It 0 g
be, as Socialists hope, that loss artificial conditi®0j
of life would load to a simplification of tho sox00(
problem. We may safely say, however, that so 1?Q]
as humanity lasts, sex will constitute the most I®
portant factor in society, if only because it is s
largely an elusive and incalculable factor. WdO
Morris, in his News from'Nowhere, is forced to to00.
tho problem; but he evades the difficulty rato6”
than meets it squarely. H. G. Y/olls presents 0
with tho concrete case of a young and beard0
woman who frankly avows hor love for anot0 »
man without having any desire to break with t
one to whom she has first aitached herself. ~.e
loves them both, she says. Tho two men love t
woman, but then each likes and respects the otb
so that tho situation seems an awkward one. NO
bor two deems it expedient to place a dista0
between himself and the couple, and subseqIRD jg
takes unto himself a wife on his own account. * >
is very like what happens often enough now. **

1
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under Socialism, according to Wells’s conception,
W‘S arrangsnient would not bo a satisfactory one.
yhy should there not be untrammelled freedom of
otercourse between a man and a woman, though
jner or both may have a special sexual tie else-
9re ? To ask the question is to suggest the diffi-
uties of tho caso to any intelligent individual. It
m afford some indication of the radical change Mr.
ells supposes to have taken place in human nature
ken we state that at the close of his book tho
eader is allowed to understand that all the four
°ve alluded to eventually come to live together as
re .fondly. We might mention at this point a
Possibility that Mr. Wells appears to have over-
ooked in his account of the sequel to the Great
nange. To be sure, the whole tale is a fantasy;
Jr if one result of the Change was that numbers
Joo had previously disliked each other began to
Nar(i one another with favor, is it not likely that
lany who had formerly been devoted to one another
°nkl discover they had made a mistake ? It might
°nceivably work both ways. At any rate, there are
‘ ent possibilities both of tragedy and comedy in
Nea that seem not unworthy of treatment by

~Diko most Socialists, Mr. Wells is filled with apro-
anrt? 9ense °f the sordidness of the lives of the many;
def an eaSer resentment of the depressing and
@@ @riorating conditions under which the majority of
hve, oven when we are above tho level of tho* sub-
e[ged tenth,” and have a tolerable share of thoneces-

j ries°f life. A passionate yearning for the beautiful
of Ure an® arf f8 a distinguishing trait of many
apostles of Socialism, and it is wholly good that

ey should strive without ceasing to stimulate in the
rein8688  ~hopeople consciousness of how much of tho
tonl °y °f Df® they are missing. But it isidle to pro-
p , ftr’t the groat body of tho people has any acute
CGePti°n of the meannoss, squalor, and injustice of
inl Coam°a tot. An Edward Carpenter may picture
his words the feelings of a sweated tailor on
bG>ard of slavery, or the emotions of a convict
re lad his iron bars; but the thoughts are tho
ayOuSkts of Edward Carpenter, and not those of the
p .lage tailor or convict. An intellectual and
th ®nanhly sensitive observer is much more alivo to
e misery and degradation of the poor than tho
p ?r arc themselves. Indeed, it is this dull, obsti-
Op 9 apathy on the part of the latter that constitutes
ar9 °* lke main obstacles to reform,. That tho poor
$ 80 content and happy in their debasement is
Sof y mo8t tragic circumstance of all. And, in
t0 ar as Socialism is working along Secularist lines

inJ0" 0 hho people from their lothargy, it isporform-
s a necessary and highly-commendable work.

Geo. Scott.

Correspondence.

CREATION AND DESIGN.
g TO T11K KDITOR OF “ TIIK FREETHINKER,”

iGadR ~ % gratifying t° have critical and discerning

Mr. C. D. Thomson’s severely analytical exami-
inter*1 °* the terms “ Design" and “ Creation” is very
felee*hng.; but ho appears to mo to take a narrow, pro-
a gJUa*yiew of tho word “ Designer.” | take it that when
carefd] °g'au speaks of design in nature ho means that a
aftot(j °hservation and comparison of natural processes will
tho snOA<enco °£ purpose in tho universe. That, at loast, is
“ Eg ns<in which | understood Dr. Young to uso tho word
SotHif © an”™  dealt with it accordingly. Mr. Thomson
ill re. loargue that a designer must necessarily bo a copyist.

s 1 cannot agree with him. Geo ScorT<

glp T« THE HDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”
i<WQ@ f. Clias. D. Thomson’'s letter, published in your
hosir,n  afjt week, does not convinco me that Creation and

a«, necessarily “ utterly and mutually exclusive."

shoJ 0 foresting to learn how Mr. Thomson proposes
~eBon i t Creation is “ uncopied origination,” and that
depends upon previous psychological copying and
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imitation.”  Until Mr. Thomson can conscientiously and
reasonably prove these statements of his, | can only take his
words as the outcome of mere assumption. My simple
observations Lave always tended to show that Design and
Creation were connected with one another, and that one was
necessarily the outcome of the other. Possibly Mr. Thomson
can refute this ; but | would be very much obliged to him if
he would prove that bis refutation is correct.

Gerald Christian.

MR. BOOTH'S ARMY.

TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—1 am very pleased with Mr. Colien’s pamphlet on
Mr. Booth’s indescribable Army; what he says illustrates
and confirms what | saw of it and said of it in Australia,
where | never missed an opportunity of exposing that giant
sham. | am myself more than satisfied that the Salvation
Army, so-called, lays itself out to cultivate vice and crime
for the profits it brings, just as the Romish pric3tsdoin their
Confessional, etc. This is a serious charge to lay at their
door, but ono incident in my Melbourne experience will
justify it. One day, eight or ten years ago, an old man
called on me and said, “ Mr. Symes, I've been to the Salva-
tion Army to see if they could do anything for mo; and |
saw Major [giving his name], and he said, ‘' Go and chop
some wood; and we will give you your dinner, or tea.” |
said, ‘1 can’t chop wood ; | am too old and feeble for that.
The major leaned over the desk and said, ‘ Have you ever
been convicted ?* ‘ No, said I, indignantly. ‘ Then go and
do something and get run in; and we’ll look out for you
when you come out of prison,’ said he.”

| at once prepared the incident for tho Liberator, published
it, and hung it in the window of our office—not far from tho
Parliament Buildings, and within a very short distance of
Booth’s Victorian headquarters. Hundreds read it in that
window, including members of the Army, but no one denied
it; |1 doubt if anyone called it in question.

A man who can make himsolf a millionaire by bogus
charity and shameless and incessant cadging is not likely to
bo troubled with qualms of conscience, nor will he or his
agents shrink from tho most demoralising courses to keep
their nefarious system in full swing.

Tho worst thing about it is that Australian politicians, for
the sake of votes, will do anything for tho Army or for tho
Romisli priests, and all tho newspapers in the country are
ever ready to advertise and assist both swindles—they have
money, you see, and tho newspaper owners know it.

Jos. Symes.

THE CIRCULATION OF THE FREETHINKER.

TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

sir,—It has been my practico for somo time past to tako
two copies each week, but in future | shall tako at least
three. After reading | post on to somo stranger, in the hope
that the seed may not fall on stony ground, but blossom
forth into a subscription to what is probably tlio best Free-
thought journal in tho world.

Any way, it is edited by a man who is full of pluck and
fights with his face to tho foe, and does not mind owning up
when ho is in the wrong.

If every reader will commence at once by taking as many
copies as he (or she) can afford, and keep on taking them and
putting the copies in the way of different persons, it will
help and encourage you and tho other <tomatoes” in the
good work.

Tho Public Libraries will not provido tho Freethinker, but
there is nothing to prevent me and others from providing a
copy ; and each time | go to tho library tho “ F." goes also,
and is laid on tlio “ Cain-and-Abol.”

Considering the shameless way in which your organ is
boycotted, | consider it the duty of every Freethinker to do
as indicated in the foregoing lines.

Will they do it? | liopo so. Fair Play,

Why, why was | born a man, and yet see tho sufferings of
wretches | cannot relieve 1 Poor houseless creatures, the
world will give you reproaches but will not give you relief.
The slightest misfortunes of tho great, the most imaginary
uneasiness of the rich, are aggravated with all the power of
eloquence, and held up to engage our attention and sym-
pathetic sorrow. Tho poor weep unheeded, persecuted by
every subordinate species of tyranny; and every law which
gives others security becomes an enemy to them.— Goldsmith,
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday
and be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
Camberwell Branch N.S.S. (North Camberwell Hall, New
Church-road) : 7.30, Conversazione for Members and Friends.
W est ITam Brascii N. S. S. (Liberal Hall, Broadway, Forest
Gate): 7.30, C. Cohen, a Lecture.

COUNTRY.

Birmingham Br.iucn N. S. S. (Prince of Wales Assembly Rooms,
Broad-street) : Joseph Symes, 8.15, “ What ;3 the Use of God—
if God there be?” 7, * Christ's Broken Promises; or, Chris-
tianity Hopelessly Bankrupt.”

F ailsworth Secular Sunday School (Pole-lane): 0.30, W. C.
Schweizer, “ The Jungle ; or, The Necessity of Socialism.”

Glasgow B ranch N. S. S. (Hall, 110 Brunswick-street) : 12 noon,
Discussion Class ; 0.30, Social Meeting.

Glasgow Rationalist Association (319 Sauchiehall-street) ;
Wednesday, Dec. 5, at 8, Dr. Robert Park, “ Fallacies of Re-
incarnation ldeas.”

Liverpool Branch N.S.S. (Milton Hall, Danlby-strcet) :
John T. Lloyd, 3, “ Secularism at the Bar of Reason ”; 7, “ Does
Secularism Safeguard Morality?-’

Manchester Branch N. S. S. (Secular nail, Rusholme-road):
0.30, a Lecture or Impromtu Discussion.

Newcastle B ranch N. S. S. (Co-operative Hall, Darn Crook) :
G. W. Foote, 3, “ The Upshot of Mr. Blatchford’'s Crusade
Against Christianity 7, “ The Lords and the Education Bill:
What will Dr. Clifford Do Now ?”

Newcastle R ationalist Debating Society (Lockhart's Cathedral
Café) : Thursday, Dec. 0, at 8, M. Weatherburn, “ Government
by Party.”

P 1lymouth R ationalist Society (Foresters’ Hall, Octagon) : 7,
T. Cleary, “ Ruskin.”

Forth Branch N.S.S. (N.S.S. Room, Town Hall): 0.30,
S. nolman, “ Is the Bible True?”

TRUE MORALITY:

Or, The Theory and Practice of Neo-Malthusianism,
IS, | BELIEVE,

THE BEST BOOK

OH THIS SUBJECT.

Superfine Large-paper Edition, 176 paget, Kith Portrait and Auto-
graph, bound in cloth, gilt-lettered, poetfree 1». a copy.

In order that it may have a large circulation, and to bring it
within the roach of the poor, | have issued
A POPULAR EDITION IN PAPER COVERS.
A copy of this edition post free for 2d. A dozen copies, for dis-
tribution, post free for one shilling.

The National Reformer of September 4, 18S2, says: "Mr.
Holmes’'s pamphlet...... is an almost unexceptional statement
of the Neo-Malthusianism theory and practico....... and through-
out appeals to moral feeling....... The special valuo of Mr.
Holmes’s service to the Neo-Malthnsian cause and to human
well-being generally is just his combination in his pamphlet
of a plain statement of the physical and moral need for family
limitation, with a plain account of the means by which it can be
secured, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the
lowest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdalo, Dr.
AUbutt, and others, have riso spoken of it in very high torm3.

Ordert should be sent to the author,

J. R. HOLMES, EAST HANNEY, WANTAGE.

THE SAFEST AND MOST EFFECTUAL CURE FOR
INFLAMMATION OF THE EYES.

Thwaites’ Celandine Lotion.

Cures inflammation in a few hours. Neglected or badly dootored
oases. 8or 4 days is sufficient time to cure any caao. For sore
and Inflamod Eyelids. Nothing to equal the Lotion for Dimness
of Sight. Will remove Skin or Film that sometimes grows on
the Eye. As the eye is one of tho most sensitive organs of the
body, it neoda the most careful treatment.

Cullpeper says in his Herbal Book that if the virtues of
Celandine were generally known it would spoil tho spoctaolo
makers’ trade. Is. I£d. per bottle, with directions ; by post 14
stamps.

G. THWAITES,

HERBALIST, S CHURCH ROW. STOCKTON-ON-TEES

FLOWERS of FREETHOUGHT

By G. W. FOOTE.
First Series, cloth - - - 2s. 6d.
Seoond Series, cloth - - - -2s. 6d.
Contains Bcores of entortaining and informing Essays and
Avrticles on a great variety of Froothonght topics.
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THE BOOK OF GOD

IN THE LIGHT OF THE HIGHER CRITICISM
By G. W. FOOTE.

“ | havo read with great pleasnre yont Rook 0; God. Yon HE®
shown with perfect clearness the absurdity of Dean Farrar
position | congratulate you on your book. It will do greatg®°d
because it is filled with the best of sense expressed with force am
beauty.”—Colonel Inoersoll.

“ A volume we strongly recommend........ Ought to be in
hands of every earnest and sincere inquirer.” —Reynolds't
paper.

Bound in Stout Paper Covers- - . -

Bound in Good C lo th

BIBLE HEROES.

By G. W. FOOTE.

1/-

Adam—Noah—Abraham—Jacob—Joseph—Joseph’sBrethren™
Moses — Aaron — Joshua — Jephthah— Samson—Samuel—S&iAJ™
David—Solomon— Job — Elijah— Elisha — Jeliu— Daniel — T%1
Prophets—Peter—Paul.

200 pages, Cloth, 2s. 6d.

A NEW EDITION. NOW READY.
Colonel Ingersoll’'s Last Lecture.

WHAT IS RELIGION?

An Address delivered before tho American Frco Religion
Association at Boston, June 2, 1899.

Price Twopence.

IS THE BIBLE INSPIRED?

This Useful Pamphlet by
Mr. G. W. FOOTE.

Will be forwarded, post free, for

THREE HALFPENCE.

Tns Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle.street, Farringdon-street, E

Take a Road of Your Own

Or, Individuality and Mental Freedom
By COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL
PRICE ONE PENNY

IS Atheism or Theism the More Rational?

A Discussion Between

JOSEPH SYMES and GEO. ST. CLAIR-

74 Pages. ONE SHILLING. Post Fr60,

Tnr. Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastlc-street, Farringdon-strect,

WHAT ARE W E ?
By L eonard Joseph, A.M.l.E.E. (Kogan Paul, London)-
A true philosophy, based on science and facts. Eighteen >e00f
study and experiment liavc convinced the author arid bis W®
the absurdity of all religion.
Over 100 paget, elegantly bound and illustrated.
15s. nett. Post free, los. 5d.

IPhe Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-strect, B(-
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THE SECULAR SOCIETY,

(LIMITED)
Company Limited by Guarantee.
Registered Office—2 NEV7CASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.C.
Chairman of Board of Directors—Ma. G. W. FOOTE.

Secretary—E. M.

&onnn°-Olet WCB *orme” In 1898 4° nfford legal security to the
Th x°n an<* aPP,loation of funds for Seoular purposes.
0 ~ Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society's
lho m aro:—f° Promote the principle that human oonduot
G#n i 3~ aea uPon natural knowledge, and not upon super-
end f kolief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper
jiQ °* all thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry.
w Promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com-
{Ly secularisation of the State, etc., etc. And to do all such
-1 thi“S3 aa ar0 conducive to such objects. Also to have,
orh rece'vo>and retain any snms of money paid, given, devised,
OelWB&thed by any person, and to employ the same for any of
Purposes of the Society.
pliability of members is limited to f 1, in case the Society
Hahv = Ver be wound up and the assets were insufficient to cover
Uities—a most unlikely contingency.
Jen ?m”er3 Pay an entrance fee of ton shillings, and a subsequent
1Tv Bbs°ription of five shillings.
Uro 9 Society has a considerable nnmbor of members, but a much
M s nnrri3er is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be
it ree”. amongst those who read this announcement. All who join
~Participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of
tjponrees. it jaexpressly provided in tho Articles of Associa-
te R - no m°mber, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from
&\Booiety> cither by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in
7 way whatever.
Dir f ~cicty’s affairs are managed by an elected Board of
el °ra’ consi8ting of net less than five and not more than
Ive members, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) each year,

VANCE (Miss),

but are capable of ro-eloction. An Annua! General Meeting of
members must bo held in London, to receive the Report, elect
new Directors, and transact any other business that may arise.

Being a duly registered body, the Secular Society, Limited,
can receive donations and bequests with absolute security.
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to make
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favor in thoir
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The executors
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary course ot
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in
connection with any of the wills by which the Society has
already been benefited.

Tho Society's solicitors are Messrs. Harpor and Battcock 23
Rood-lane, Fenchurch-street, London, E.C.

A Form of Bequest—The following is a sufficient form of
bequest for insertion in tho wills of testators :—" | give and
<bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited, the sum of £------
“ free from Legacy Duty, and | direct that a receipt signed by
« tWb members of the Board of the said Society and the Secretary
“ thereof shall be a good discharge to my Executors for the
“ said Legacy.”

Friends of the Society who have remembered it in their wills,
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary of
the fact, or sond a private intimation to tho Chairman, who will
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential. This is not necessary,
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, and
their contents have to be established by competent testimony.
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THE BIBLE INSPIRED? A Criticism of Lux Mundi.

imi%?&?itlﬂ*m defended aoainst ARCHDEACON
PARRAR. 2d., post id.

1y T MOULEY AS*A FREETHINKER. 2d., post id.
r"TERS to THE CLERGY. (128pp.). lIs., post 2d.
ETTERS to JESUS CHRIST. 4d., post id.

Four Nights' Public
Paper, Is. ;

Tg

LIE IN FIVE CHAPTERS,; or, Hugh Price Hughes' Con-
verted Atheist. 1d., post id.

MRS. BESANT'S THEOSOPHY. A Candid Criticism.
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Foote and the Rev. W. T. Lee. Verbatim Report, revised

by both Disputants. Well printed and neatly bound.
Is., post lid.

THE NEW CAGLIOSTRO. An Open Letter to Madame
Blavatsky. 2d., postid.

THE JEWISH LIFE OF CHRIST. Being the Scphcr Toldoth
Jeshu, or Book of the Generation of Jesus. Edited, with an
Historical Preface and Voluminous Notes, by G. W. Foote
and J. M. Wheeler. Gd., post Id.

THE PASSING OF JESUS. The Last Adventures of the
First Messiah. 2d., post id.

WAS JESUS INSANE? A Searchin%ln uiry into the Mental
Condition of the Prophet of Nazareth. 1d., post id.

WHAT IS AGNOSTICISM ? With Observations on Huxley,
Bradlaugh, and Ingersoll, and a Reply to George Jacob
Holyoake ; also a Defence of Atheism. 3d., post id.

WHO WAS THE FATHER OF JESUS? 2d., post id,
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TWO SPECIAL LECTURES

IN THE

UEEN'S (MINOR) HALL,

LANGHAM PLACE, LONDON, W.

By Mr. G. W. FOOTE.

ON

SUNDAY EVENINGS, DECEMBER 9 and 16.

Subjects on Bills and in Next Week’s Freethinker.

Admission Free. Tickets for Priced Seats at the Pay Box. Doors Open at 7. Chair taken at 7.30.

NOW READY.
THE SALVATION ARMY AND ITS WORK.

AN EIGHT PAGE TRACT BY

C. COHEN,
PRINTED FOR FREE DISTRIBUTION.

Copies will bo supplied to applicants who undertake to distribute them judiciously. Persons applyic®

for considerable numbers, who are not known at the publishing office, must give a reference

some other proof of good faith. Carriage must bo paid by applicants. The postage of one doze°

will be Id., of two dozen 2d. of fifty copies 13d, of a hundred copies 4d. Larger quantiti®
by special arrangement.

THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.

FROM FICTION TO FACT.

By FRED. BONTE.

(LATE A PRISON MINISTER))

THE HISTORY OF A CONVERSION FROM CATHOLICISM TO SECULARISM.

Second Edition Revised and Enlarged.

“ One of the most remarkable pamphlets which have been published of recent years...... A highly-
instructive piece of self-revelation.” —Reynolds' Newspaper.

Sixty-Four Pages. Price ONE PENNY.

ORDER OF YOUR NEWSAGENT AT ONCE.
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