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I need no priest to promise me a second life, for I  can 
lVe enough in this life, when I  live backwards in the 

of those who have gone before me, and win myself 
n eternity in the realm of the past.—Heine.

lives

France and the Pope.
fjv 1 "

E English papers are printing their usual nonsense 
*ore*gn affairs. Not one of them seems to 

V the real point at issue between the
Pq- h,°!io Church and the French Republic. The 
eat k -S n°k *n any Pr0Per way connected with dis- 
pe 'st>ment and disendowment. It is purely pros- 
t h f V e *n character. And truth compels us to say 
Point*1*16 ®'ren°k Republic is in the wrong on this

jj ? rench Freethinkers ought not to allow their 
tre Catholic Church to betray them into
is  ̂ fn8 it with injustice. The duty of Freethinkers 
hat t to imitate the had example of their enemies, 

t° be true to their own principles. And a policy 
h i^ 'cego and reprisals will really do nothing but 
5, the cause of liberty and progress. After all, 
n̂d Ca Catholics are Frenchmen, and their political 

Pro l?0rai rights should bo respected by other
yhm on.

that** ^ave sa’  ̂ again and again, and we repeat now, 
°n wbcio the French Republic has acted 

’̂ ably in this Separation of Church and State, 
teen 1Danc*ai interests of the individual priests have 
Proc Carefully an(  ̂ oven genorously considered. Tho 
y6ar°®8 °f disondowmont is to extend over nine 
by 8 ’ during that time payment will he withdrawn 
prienf Ua* stagos from tho poorer clergy, and ngod 
is „e 8 will be ontitlod to a pension for lifo. All this 

Th er°Us> aQd it is also good sociology, 
ap 0 6 Pr°8ont trouble, which has given the Papacy 
V f i ^ t ^ i t y  °t stirring up fresh religious Btrife in 

18 °biofly duo to a certain want of sympathetic 
ti0Q nati°n on tho part of tho leaders of tho Separa­
tee P?bcy. They have also forgotten that there are 
all0w '/I08 to a bargain. Tho Separatists agree to 
li'nldi 10 ^afbolic Church the use of tho religious 
**8kt n r̂> throughout the country—and that is all 
tQea ‘ Rut now comes tho question of ways and 
blpQ(jS’ and boro wo think the Separatists have made a 
Dationr i ^  course thoso buildings belong to the 
°tber they are absolutely of no uso for any
haVQ ,l1Urpose than religious services, and it would 
havQ an act of good sense to let tho Church
Instead Use oi them practically on her own terms. 
a sPeci' i°̂  ^°*ng this, tho Separatists have provided 
abd I1Jachinory for tho business. The churches 
chargQ ei!; in ten ts  are to bo handed over to tho 
Pari8h.of a comniitteo of Catholic laymen in each 
tion> V arul this committee, owing to its legal posi- 
ĥureh .u a also bocomo tho guardian of tho parish 

it Utl<̂ 8> and tho paymaster of the parish priest. 
Part of o  0a8y to soo that this is an attempt on tho 
the h0(] h® State to thrust an alien organisation into 
a°t niGif the Catholio Church. No doubt it was 
?r8api6n?. to bo so, hut such it i s ; and this alien 
n a tion  l0D *8 totally antagonistic to the Church’s 
. hurch i.8 and discipline. A government of tholurch h -it____  —
18 a°t th y.Iaymon may be an excellent ideal, but it 

l,80(j ° *hoal °f tho Catholic Church. And we do

not see that the Pope had any alternative to pro­
claiming it an impossibility. This he has done in 
his recent encyclical.

Religious bodies in France, as elsewhere, should 
have precisely the same rights as irreligious bodies. 
The Catholic Church, for instance, should have the 
same rights of organisation in France that it has in 
England and America. To deny this is only to play 
the game of reaction. For if Protestants and Free­
thinkers may penalise Catholics, why complain when 
Catholics penalise Protestants and Freethinkers, 
where they have the opportunity ? The only thing 
that lasts and satisfies is justice. Nothing short of 
that will even support the weight of an argument.

The Protestant press in England sneers at the idea 
that the Catholic Church in France has any “  martyr 
spirit” to appeal to. Well, that is just like the 
Protestant press. But we implore the French Free­
thinkers not to be led away by that delusion. If they 
are, it may cost them very dear in the end. They 
should avoid doing anything that may lead to a 
Catholic revival in France. It would do them good 
to ponder the profound sarcasm of Gibbon, that to a 
philosophic eye the virtues of the clergy are more 
dangerous than their vices. Even the Concordat 
had its compensations. It gave tho State a consider­
able control over the Church. The money paid by 
tho State was not all pure stimulus; to a large 
extent it acted as a narcotic. When tho clergy are 
loft to their own devices for a living they will have 
to be moro energetic and zealous. It is foolish to 
suppose that tho Catholic Church cannot exist and 
prosper except in some sort of alliance with the 
State. Look at America; look at Australia; look at 
Ireland. Look at Ireland especially. Difficulties and 
dangers have not crippled the Catholic Church in 
Ireland ; thoy have made it omnipotent. Nationalist 
members of parliament are bound to say that they 
are Catholics first and politicians afterwards. And, 
whether they all moan it or not, they have to act up 
to it. Tho omnipotent Church stands behind them 
with an absolute command in hor mouth when she 
chooses to make the point at issue “ a question of 
faith,” and thoy have no choice but to obey.

Even in England it is admitted by some of its best 
friends that tho Established Church is rather tho 
creature than the master of tho State, that its 
political connections sap its religious vitality, and 
that it would probably have a moro flourishing exis­
tence, according to any other test than that of sheer 
money, if it wore cut adrift from tho State and left 
to its own resources. In spite of all its wealth and 
other “ advantages ” it has been beaten in a stand up 
fight by its non established rival. At present tho 
Liberal party is in power with an overwhelming 
majority—and tho Liberal party is controlled by the 
Nonconformists.

Wo appeal to our French brethren, therefore, to bo 
on their guard against tho tomptations of their 
position. All parties, when in power, are tompted to 
try short cuts to success—hut these are nearly 
always failures. Humanity can only advance by 
slow and steady degrees. Great principles can only 
win their way as gradually as the dawn overcomes 
the night and developes into tho day. The present 
separation of Church and State in France is not 
really tho work of the' present representatives of 
Franco in tho Chamber of Deputies and in the
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Senate. It is the result of two hundred years of 
intellectual preparation. It is the work of great 
men who have long been in their graves. Let it not 
be spoiled, then, by the men of the hour. Above all, 
let no French Freethinker lift a finger, or say a word, 
that will give the Catholic Church the immense 
advantage of standing before the world as the 
champion of fair-play. Call it posing, call it bluff, 
call it what you w ill; the advantage remains—and 
you may be sure that the Catholic Church will make 
the most of it. Do not give it the chance.

Since the above was written we have seen the 
report of an interview with M. Combes, the ex- 
Prime Minister, who bore the first heavy brunt of 
the battle over the Separation Bill. M. Combes is a 
statesman for whom we have great respect. Ho is 
also a sterling Freethinker, having left the Church 
years ago in obedience to his convictions. We 
heartily joined in the congratulatory telegram that 
was sent to him from the Rome Congress in 1901. 
But not even M. Combes is infallible—any more 
than the Pope is ; and there is one thing that he 
said which was certainly not wise, as he himself 
must have seen on reflection. He admitted that 
the Pope was “ quite logical.” “ As to the Free­
thinkers,” he said later on, “ they consider that the 
Pope has at least shown himself consistent.” It was 
perfectly natural that his Holiness should “  maintain 
the supremacy of the spiritual over the temporal 
power.” For all that, however, ho had “ tolled the 
knell of the Catholic.” So said M. Combes, and we 
wish it were true ; but it is not true—and from the 
very nature of the case it cannot be true. All that 
M. Combes advanced in justification of his extra­
ordinary statement was this. “ If the associations 
disappear,” he said, “ it will bo very difficult to 
recruit the clorgy, for the young men who enter 
holy ordors will no longer bo able to earn their daily 
bread.” Now there is some truth in this, but it is 
very far from being the whole truth. M. Combes 
should look outside France for a bit. Ho would 
then porceivo that the difficulty of earning daily 
broad in the priesthood has never, in any country, 
destroyed tho Catholic Church. Priests got their 
daily bread in Ireland, in England, and oven in 
Scotland, without State assistance—as they got it 
in the United States, in Canada, in Australia, and in 
other parts of the globe. And if that difficulty is 
what M. Combes is trusting to we think he is lean­
ing upon a broken reed.

Nor do wo think M. Combos is sagacious in pre­
dicting that “  if tho Catholic clorgy obstinately follow 
the instructions of the Pope, there will be numerous 
conversions to Protestantism.” Tho time for Pro­
testantism is past. It ended with tho so-called 
Reformation. There have been no successes of Pro­
testantism since then. Moreover, it is clear enough to 
all who take the trouble to think—and these are tho 
people who get converted from any religion—that 
Catholicism is a positive thing, whilo Protestantism 
in relation to it is only negative. Protestantism is 
but the first stago in tho dissolution of Catholicism. 
More and more, as Science and tho nigher Criticism 
do their work, religion must become a matter of faith; 
and more and more the minds that must have a 
supernatural faith will find what they need in tho 
bosom of tho Catholic Church. It is with this 
Church, as Charles Bradlaugh used to say, that Free- 
thought will have to fight its last battles. And the 
most foolish and dangerous mistake that Freethinkers 
can make is to underate the power of their great 
enemy.

We believe that M. Combes is an English scholar, 
and we venture to suggest that he should read 
Macaulay’s essay on “ Ranke’s History of tho Popes.” 
Macaulay know that there are really no new argu­
ments against religion; they are all as old as the 
earliest records of human thought. He also know 
that knowledge of tho science of this life does not 
necessarily destroy superstition with respect to 
another life ; and he further know that Catholicism 
was that superstition carried to tho highest dogroe of 
perfection. With an amplo knowledge of history to

back his judgment, Macaulay said that he did not 
see how tho Catholic Church could perish—while 
mankind wanted the thing she was organised to 
supply ; and at the end of an eloquent passage, after 
pointing to her long and eventful history, he foresaw 
her in imagination still existing “ in undiminishe0 
vigor when some traveller from New Zealand shall» 
in the midst of a vast solitude, take his stand on a 
broken arch of London Bridge to sketch tho ruins of 
St. Paul’s.”

Macaulay may have been right or wrong in this 
famous picture of futurity; but assuredly he was not 
so far off tho truth as M. Combes was in declaring 
that a single act of the present Pope had rung the 
death knell of the Catholic Church. In any case, we 
trust that tho French Freethinkers will pursue the 
policy of justice; not merely nominal, but substantial 
justice; and that, for the rest, they will _fig0,; 
Catholicism only with “ tho sword of the spirit- 
Their past victories have been won in that w»y> 
their future victories must bo won in that way too- 
There is no other way on the principles of Freetbought-

G. W. Foote.

Exploiting Sunday.

A pniLOSOrniCALLY - MINDED performer of the three- 
card swindle, when charged with imposing upon to 
credulity of people, defended himself by asking 
“ What on earth were fools born for but to 00 
swindled ?” I do not know what answer was 
to the question, but there was about it a certai 
Theistic merit. All things being designed for son10 
purpose by a beneficent Providence, somo reas°° 
there must bo for creating both fiats and sharp3' 
And as tho former are tho natural prey of tho latte 
—nay, as tho fiat seems to seek out the sharp 0 
eagerly as does tho sharp search for tho flat—tbcr 
would seem to bo hero a striking instance of desig" 

nature. Tho weakness in the card-sharp0®in
answer lay in tho assumption that, as the flat W03 
created for tho purposo of being swindled, card- 
sharping was the only method, and the sharper tb® 
only agent, of a far-seeing Providonco. But there arc» 
in truth, a variety of methods. Not to detail th°s® 
at any length, I need only mention one, tho subjeC 
of this article—Sunday religious papers. Hero is ®to

to

field large in extent, fertile in character, and easy 
work—so easy that tho word “ work ” is used only 
way of courtesy. Tho man who cannot runaSnndW 
roligious paper will cortainly not owo his failure 
want of ability. Ho may have a distasto for 1  ̂
work, ho may find tho sport too tamo to yield 0 rj 
excitement, ho may have conscientious scrap1® 
against exploiting tho simplo-mindcd—all of tb® 
may bo disqualifying factors; but, given the des1, 
to run such a journal, success seems pretty easy 
obtain. ,

There is, apparently, about tho more name cj. 
Sunday paper an invitation to imbocility. And th ’ 
like the old Puritan Sabbatarianism, has a rotrOgr®̂, 
sive influence oven on Saturday. Those who D° 
tho columns in certain papors, issued on Saturd ^  
marked “ Sunday Reading,” cannot fail to h0  ̂
obsorved tho curious character of tho faro provtf* 
No editor would for a moment dream of opening 
columns to such material under any other oirou 
stance. Even the ordinary “  Roligious World 
“ News of the Churches ” column retains a sombl013  ̂
of rationality. But “ Sunday ” appears to ,̂aV°0b 
paralysing influence on editors in general; and ']cl- 
only is there nothing too stupid for insertion nDt. s 
tho head of “ Sunday Reading,” but groat PfVj- 
appear to bo taken to keep out anything that n,,” ju 
be mistaken for common sense. Probably tho/ji „j 
idea is to keep Sunday readers free from tho wi® ^  
of tho world; and if this bo so tho success achi® 
is most marked. gts

It is, of course, with the sundry religious P̂ FeSe 
proper that I am now concerned, and it is with t 
that one sees tho card-sharpor’s question illnst^ ' i0
in the most porfeeb mannor. As I writo I b0.
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ê.f°ro me a batch of these papers—The Sunday 
Wcfc, T)ie Sunday Companion, Horner's Weekly, Good 
°ras, etc. I specially mention the above because 

p.ero are two remarkable features about them, 
irst, they are all edited by the same gentleman, Mr. 
artley Aspden, and they all emanate from the 
^algamated Press, Limited—which is, I believe, 
*y another name for the Messrs. Harmsworth. 

I Wany more Sunday papers this company issues 
ao not know; but four is a pretty fair number to 

on with. And, bearing in mind the business 
fewdness of this group, one may safely treat it as 
8ystomatic exploitation of the credulous. It is 

artainly one of the most remarkable phenomena of 
odern times. We have had corners in copper, in 

roi>, in corn, and in a number of other things; but 
*-S- an a^ emPfc form a corner in religious 

oecility. Nothing is alien to the modern financier. 
, 18 fish that comes to his net. Popular education
i a,s ®nahled everyone to read, without raising the 
tr e^octual level of the people in any marked degree. 
. ere is, at once, a new field opened to the “ smart ” 

smess man; a whole army of people waiting, 
®ost praying, to be exploited. Nothing could be 

1 ainer; nothing could be easier. Four papers from 
6 firm ! Four papers with one editor! To para- 

P rase what was said at the outset, for what other 
Impose were the readers of these Sunday journals 

but to serve as raw material for a newspaper
ded ica te  ?

must not, however, be too hard upon the 
^rmsworth group; they did not create this class 
He °̂a^ers I they were ready to hand, and only 

exploitation. Nor have they a monopoly 
1 those —papers. There are many others, and if 

„  «uve emphasised these four it is only because, 
thorn, one can bettor realiso the game

v“at is being played. For tho insufferable silliness 
this class of papor almost precludes tho belief 

hat those who manage them believe what they are 
dting. They aro simply a reflection of tho tastes 
the readers. There is a demand for this kind of 

1 v Sunday reading, and tho demand ovokes the 
'■ °Pply. A curious feature of this Sunday roaming 
,s> that often those who indulge in it would not 
.iterate tho samo class of stuff on any other day of 

0 Week. They may not domand tho bost litora- 
r .rp. but they would at least call for something a 
**fio above these Sunday productions. It is tho 

. ord <« Sunday ’’ that does i t ; and, unloss tho road- 

. ,8.°n that day is of a silly, pious, sontimental typo, 
, 18 considered out of harmony with all that is 
la n d e d  by tho “  Sabbath.”

tho papers themselves one may say that they 
. .^ b l®  in the main a kind of Tit-Bits or Answers, 

h tho humor (?) loft out. There are numerous 
Paragraphs, of a woodonly good moral typo, 

“at are admirably adapted to drive one to drink or 
 ̂ tabling or burglary, or evon murder, out of sneor 

^P8poration. In one of the papers before mo there
HiosL CouPlo of illustrations, one showing people, in 
®und Uncorniortablo attitudes, ontoring church on 
Hiail a v i^e other depicting a rather good-looking 
Pleasa81f Dg up in bod roadinK and smoking with a 
ti0n nt> Contentcd look on his face. As an illustra- 
dra^,/1103,11!' to induce pooplo to attend church, the 
°Pp08jlB may safely bo trusted to have quito an 
to fQ], 0 offect. It is far moro likely to induco them 
Tho en°W b̂e comfortable-looking man’s example. 
Tller Parted infidel is, of course, well in evidence. 
aprotpcS(a Won^orllll story of how Mr. Walter Mayo, 
into a << an  ̂evangelist,changed a Hastings “ infidol” 
With t °ew man ” by reading tho fifty-first Psalm, 
' ^reaf 0t-1Û 8tress on “ Wash me,” “  Cloanse mo,” 

accent n°i me-” Thon he criod out in agony, and 
In ac<‘ .Christ.

plentif | ''on tin0 class of paragraphs there is a
lovosic] aB?ortment of stories of either tho sloppy, 
6b°rt d'{QVa^a^ ’ or the idiotically heroic type, with 
thege lnffUl8̂ i°ns by well-known clergymen. Among 
butnin l t°r \B ono by the Rev. F. B. Moyer on tho 
Of oou?..qu?stion. “ Should Ministers Cycle to Church ?” 

' °> in tho case of laymon, tho reply would bo an

emphatic negative, since the machines might not 
always stop at the church door. But as many 
ministers do use cycles and motor-cars, Mr. Meyer 
decides that they may keep on using them because 
their dress, “ to say nothing of their face,” will 
distinguish them from ordinary Sabbath-hreakers. 
Whether this is complimentary, or the reverse, to 
the minister’s face, it is impossible to say; but it is 
a reply that deserves preservation.

But the gem of the collection is the “ Answers to 
Correspondents.” This department is run by Mr. 
Hartley Aspden; and, judging from the selection 
published, Mr. Aspden’s unpublished collection would 
be well worth reading. One correspondent is deeply 
interested in the question as to what is the largest 
price ever paid for a bonnet—a query that has quite 
a worldly, not to say frivolous, ring about it. One 
is, indeed, almost shocked to think of the sacred 
Sabbath calm being prostituted to discussing the 
prices of bonnets. But, then, one has heard of 
bonnets occupying no small part of the meditations 
of people even during a church service. Another, of 
a lordly turn of mind, wishes to know why the woman 
in the New Testament was so anxious to find the 
missing piece of silver if it was only worth seven- 
pence-halfpenny. “  M. F.” wishes to know why 
Jesus wept; and to this Mr. Hartley Aspden replies 
that it was because of the extreme sensitiveness of 
his nature. So there is one mystery cleared up; 
Jesus wept—because he wept. “ F. L.” is astonished 
that his sister is as selfish and as bad-tempered after 
conversion as she was before; while “  Jesse ” and 
“  Lil ” write for advice as to what to do, seeing that 
they both sleep in the same room, and one wishes tho 
window closed and the other wishes it open.

By far tho larger number of questions, however, 
deal with affairs of the heart. “  H. E. H.” is advised 
to let her lover know that she is sorry. “ Helen ” is 
not to tako it for granted that her lover has neglected 
her. There is also no reason, so far as Mr. Aspden 
can see, why “ S. J." should not be happy with tho 
man of her choico. “ Uncertain" wants to know 
what she is to do after having found out that her 
young man has given his portrait to another girl, and 
is advised to ask for an explanation. “ J. T.” is told 
that tho young man is not worth troubling about, 
and is advised to fix her thoughts on Christ. (Who 
was it said that Jesus rocoivos all the elderly female 
hearts for which there are no earthly applicants ?) 
Finally, among others, “  Mabel ”  is advised that 
although her lover is good and kind and lovable in 
every way, still, as he is an unbeliever “ if you wish 
for true and lasting happiness, don’t marry him so 
long as ho remains an unbeliever.” On the whole, if 
“  Mabel ’ ’ is in the habit of looking for guidance to 
Mr. Hartley Aspdon, one cannot help feeling that the 
“  Unbeliever,” whoever he is, will not lose much if ho 
is forced to seek a wife elsewhere.

Ono might print yards of similar quotations, could 
the pagos of tho Freethinker be filled with nothing 
better. What has been selected will, however, sorvo 
their purpose of illustrating tho character of both 
editor and correspondents, and as theso papers aro all 
of one week’s issue, they may bo safely taken as a 
fair samplo of their kind. That this kind of writing 
reflects tho mental character of tho subscribers may 
be safely taken for granted. But thon there aro tho 
writers, the publisher, tho editors. What of them ? 
Is there as much honesty, evon though it bo ignorant 
honesty, on their part ? Ono does not feel quito so 
certain on this point. Tho most robust faith in tho 
power and prevalence of human imbecility might 
well hesitate to believe that there is much more in 
the issue of these papers than a calculated attempt 
to exploit the world of «tupid Sabbatarianism—all 
tho easier to exploit since compulsory education has 
given to all tho power of reading without creating 
the ability or tho desire to think. The press is a 
mighty power, and for this very reason it is as power­
ful for evil as for good. It all depends upon the 
character of those who direct it. It is also probable 
that if tho foolish woro not exploited in this fashion 
they would be in some other; for so long as tho world
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contains fools and knaves, the latter may bo safely 
trusted to find out the former. And of all fools the 
religious fool is the hardest to eradicate and  ̂the 
most difficult to protect. And, after all, the pub­
lishers of these Sunday papers may be believers in 
the philosophy of the gentleman named at the outset. 
And they, too, may ask in the depth of their religious 
consciousness, For what purpose are the religiously 
foolish perpetuated, generation after generation, if 
not that they may become the prey of the purveyors 
of Sabbatarian journalism and their kind.

C. Cohen.

if it were but universally known and believed. As a 
matter of fact, however, although the Gospel is tW 
power of God unto the salvation of all believers, it1S
yet powerless to do the glorious work unless preacl:hed

The Man of God.

In essence the man of God is the same in all ages 
and countries. His distinguishing characteristic is 
that he is God’s spokesman. His one function is to 
deliver messages from the Deity, ne  is entrusted 
w’ith Divine oracles which he must convey intact to 
those for whom they are intended. Hence he always 
speaks with absolute authority, confidently falling 
back on “ Thus saith the Lord.” He is supposed 
never to open his mouth until the Word of the Lord 
comes to him. In olden times his credentials were 
miracles. “ Rabbi,” Nicodemus was made to say to 
Jesus, “ we know that thou art a teacher come from 
God; for no man can do these signs that thou doest, 
except God be with him.” Men of God can no longer 
perform miracles; at least they cannot do so in the 
ordinary course of their work. Everywhere miracles 
have lost caste, and their evidential value has evapo 
rated. But the man of God is as confident of his 
authority and as dogmatic as ever. His discourses 
are messages ; he is only the medium of their 
delivery. Whenever ho is about to speak he prays : 
“ 0  Lord, speak thyself to the people; give thy 
servant a message suitable to the occasion, and 
enable him so to deliver it as to convinco the 
bearers that it comes from thee." As a rule, when 
such a prayer is offered up, the mcssngo is already 
in the preacher’s pocket, or well thought out and 
treasured in his memory. It never occurs to him 
that under tho circumstances, such a prayer is a 
horrible mockery, and tho so-called message a 
frightful fraud.

Far be it from me evon to suggest that every 
minister of tho Gospel is a conscious hypocrite. Tho 
overwhelming majority of them aro doubtless per­
fectly sincoro and believe what they say. Their 
main fault is that they never faco tho facts, that 
thoy even cover the facts up with several thick coats 
of veneer made of superstition and sentimentalism. 
If they boldly looked the facts in the face their 
intelligence would soon undeceive them and make 
them wholesomely ashamed of themselves. Thoy 
would perceive the ineffable absurdity of their 
position. Let us now examine a few of the most 
palpable facts.

Do preachers over ask themselves this portinent, 
conscience-searching question : “  If tho Gospel is 
true, and if God makes it known and applies it to us, 
why is it ho does not make it known and apply it to 
all others in tho same way ? If Christianity is tho 
only soul-saving and heart-sanctifying religion, why 
does not tho Holy Spirit reveal it and make it 
efficacious to tho whole world, as wo boliovo ho has 
done in our own case?” Had ministers been super­
human beings we could have understood their 
selection and appointment as mediators between 
God and mankind. As a mattor of fact, thoy are but 
ordinary human beings. Every faculty they possess 
and exorcise is common to the wbolo race. Is it not 
unthinkably strange, then, that God does not savo 
all men in as direct a manner as he is believed to 
have saved them ? If God can whisper tho saving 
message in their ears, what is to hinder him from 
whisporing it in the ears of all his childron through­
out tho globe ? Tho preacher’s theory is dishonoring 
to God. Tho whole world is lying under heaven’s 
wrathful condemnation, liable to everlasting perdi­
tion ; but the Gospel could and would change all this

by men specially set apart and ordained. That is to 
say, God can deal directly and immediately with only 
a few chosen men, while with all the rest he can 
deal only through the former. China and India and 
Japan and Persia are in a lost and ruined state, but 
not even God can deliver them except through tbs 
instrumentality of the missionaries from the West, 
and through these he can only do it very slowly and 
partially. How many ministers have honestly faced 
this fact ? Sometimes ministers affect great humil­
ity and say : “  Yes, it is marvellous that God should 
have laid this high honor upon us; but in his infinite 
wisdom he has seen fit to appoint us to this sacred 
ministry.” If there be a God, what unforgivable 
blasphemy! One feels unutterably sorry for him as 
ho sits impotent on his sham throne, for he 18 
supreme only in name. He is omnipotent, universal 
Love, and his heart yearns towards the poor child1'61* 
of the fa ll; but he can do nothing for them except 
through his appointed ministers, and very little even 
through these!

Here is another fact. If God existed and had bis 
ordained ambassadors, would not the message, f<’oDl 
the lips of all of them, be identical ? But it is not 
identical. Not only it is not identical, it is even 
contradictory. Tho Word of the Lord nullifies itself 
through its lack of self-harmony. Some preachers 
assert that Jesus of Nazareth was God Almighty- 
Others declare that he was only a man specially 
endowed. Others regard him as neither God nor 
man exclusively, but as a mysterious boing between 
the two. Some teach that Jesus died on the cross 
as an atonement to eternal justico, and so made it 
possible for the Father to forgive penitent sinners 
and admit thorn to his eternal bliss. Others maintain 
that ho only died as a martyr in tho cause oi 
righteousness, while others still see in him only " 
perfect revelation and exemplification of tho Divine 
Love. Somo announce that tho Bible is tho inspire1' 
and infallible Word of God, every word between it? 
two covers boing true. Others claim that tho Worn 
of God is contained in the Biblo among a multitude 
of other words decidedly not his. Others pronounce 
the Biblo a human document which is to be judged 
by tho same standard as all other books. Again, n6 
two preachers aro agreed as to tho nature and 
attributes of tho boing they pretend to represent.

This lack of agreement among God’s spokesmen 
oxtends to tho realm of human conduct. Bom6 
preachers denounce theatre going as contrary to f*10 
will of God, while others defend it within limit8, 
Somo speak of dancing as irreligious and imnoorc-b 
while others approve of it as a health-giving exercise- 
Some hold that every moment of Sunday should b6 
devoted to worship and pious meditation, and tbac 
to indulge in any form of carnal pleasure on it is t° 
desecrate it, while othors give permission to those 
who attend morning service to make tho rest of tb® 
day a pleasant holiday. Somo insist on lit°r® 
obedience to all Christ’s commandmonts, while othd8
persist in finding in thorn nothing but principles t®
• • ' -----  ̂ ■» •• 1 1! n,nuwith discretion, ftI1bo interpreted and applied 
according to circumstances. ,

And yet, in spito of tho contradictory character 0 
thoir utterances, on every conceivable subject* 
ministers of the Gospel claim to speak tho mind 0 
tho Lord. It is the Lord who tolls thorn what t® 
say. What a confused, chaotic thing tho mind 0 
tho Lord must be if we aro to boliovo those its allefi0' 
exponents. It looks as if tho Lord does not knoff 
his own mind !

Tako anothor fact. It is notorious that minis*6* 
talk about God as if they know him intimate y  
Evan Roberts was once asked, “ How do y o u  kn® 
that God oxists ? ” He answered, “ Because I b‘a' s 
seen and conversed with him." Mr. Roberta b<* 
thrown upon tho Lord tho whole responsibility ^
extremely silly and mischievous 
as for many injuriously foolish actions

utterances, as we*' 
Tho present
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P0)ut, however, is that even the wisest and most 
serious-minded of the men of God have never once 
transcended human wisdom. We will set aside their 
Vain babblings about the Supreme Being and his doings 
jtQu confine ourselves to expressions bearing on man’s 
de in this world. All these on their lips are said to 
ear the Divine stamp. Take the sayings of Jesus 

nimself as recorded in the Gospels, and can you 
.rin concerning a single one of them that a mere 

uninspired man could not have uttered it ? Strip 
tnem of the false unction that has gathered round 

and regard them simply as embodying the 
jnoral teaching of Christ, can you honestly claim for 
"era any uniqueness or originality ? Those that 

aro.true are 0i,j an(j w6re common to ancient civili­
sations, and those that are new are not true. “ Love 

enemies,”  is often quoted as the very highest 
6 bical utterance. Granted ; hut even then there is 

super-human atmosphere about it. Buddha had 
!̂U(1 the same thing four centuries earlier; and 
enfocius, too, in other terms, had expressed the 

Satne sentiment. Thus taking the sayings of Jesus 
f s b̂ey stand, you must admit that they are charac- 
uristically human. Conceding their historicity, it is 
fear that not one of them transcends the limitations 
1 human nature.

, Wow if Jesus, the Master, tho God-man, did not 
Urst the limitations of humanity, nothing can ho 
ore evident than that his servants have never done 

,0, It is not tho mind of the Lord that they give us, 
ut their own. They have nothing to impart to 
e'r hearers but their own beliefs, opinions, and 

Predilections. Great and high-sounding are their 
Intensions, hut their achievements are in proportion
0 their human capabilities. An orator is always‘ Olio— '  • .........................................

touch
blled
unie

owed by a crowd, while he who lacks the magnetic
left severely alono. The 60-called God- 

man counts for nothing in the pulpit
s8 he has tho fluent tongue, while ho of tho 

speech is quite independent of God and his

j.- be above facts, and others that might bo men- 
Osd, show conclusively that the claims which tho 

h ® God makes for himself are entirely false. He 
‘ 8 n° right to speak in tho Lord’s name, nor to 

jj, ?‘ead the ignorant by exclaiming, “ God says so.” 
‘8 himself who says so, and ho knows it. This 
of tv °n^  explanation 0f the conllictiug character 
full *° nttorances of tho pulpit. Why, a preacher 
iH efs even his prejudices, his jealousies, and his 
H , atared observations upon God, and makes tho 
ttioU • ̂ b°st responsible for his own foolish ecceu- 
Mtl e8’ ^ b en  a minister says, “ God is not pleased 
aUd* ^°" wb°n y°u forsake his house and go cycling 
reai|rn°l'oring in tho country on his own day,” what he 
and f  ni°ans is, “ I hate preaching to empty pews 

, 0 have small collections.” When ho says, “ A 
0f ath-disecrating nation is standing on the brink 
SaV|10̂ lll ‘’uin,” what is in his heart is this, “ A 
aud j , b-breaking nation spells a bankrupt Church, 
°Iiar ° ^emolition of my profession.” This is not a 
UDcng0 ?f insincerity; but it is a chargo of being 
Peou]nBCiously ‘ n 11 false position. It is because tho 
abanv0 aro boginniog to realise this that they are 
!h e p in8 tho churches in such largo numbers. 
ordiI!,ltiCovcry that tho preacher is in every respect an 
Uuq ,ilry man is hound to rob the pulpit of its power, 
beue 0 ?benate tho masses. It was only when thoy 
the fbat ho spoke for God that tho peoplo put 
N°w " ‘Ulster on a pedestal and rovorenced him. 
pracf,- ^  bo is known to represent only himself he is 

j J a b y  unheeded.
0v°r> ? ° l dean to say that tho day of tho pulpit is 
buo,i . “ b ^be pulpit of to-day is not the pulpit of a 
thatl 'f ^eara ago. It is much more human now 
rapi(ji' Was then. Tho truth is that it is being 
bei0 J cibicised, that its sufiernatural character is 
bUshede?tr°ye(I» that supernaturalism itbelf is being 
tiiUe i 'n °̂ Ibe background in it, and that the 
bin asj8 "uuiing when it will advocate Secular- 
life, f ‘0 only satisfactory philosophy of human

J. T. L l o y d .

Acid Drops.

Father Ignatius, of the Anglican Church, is not going to 
let Father Vaughan, of the Roman Catholic Church, have all 
his own way in denouncing the l: smart set.” Preaching at 
Llandudno, he declared that civilisation always ended in 
rottenness, because the origin of the force of civilisation was 
Satan. Father Ignatius also believes that Satan is behind 
tho so-called Higher Criticism. England, indeed, is going to 
the dogs for the simple reason that nobody nowadays, not 
even tho clergy, believes the Bible as the true Word of God 
from Genesis to Revelation ; and there will be no hope for 
us until we all believe, as we used to, that man was made 
out of dust, and woman out of a rib, that serpents spoke, 
and asses talked—as they have done ever since. When wo 
believe these things— really believe them— we shall all bo 
good again; and until we do, there will be no health in us. 
Such is the message of Father Ignatius. But the remedy 
he proposes seems worse than the disease. We are reminded 
of the story of tho great Earl Derby and the wine-merchant. 
The latter sent tho Earl a case of port wine, which he said 
was good for the gout, from which his lordship suffered. 
Soon afterwards the Earl wrote to the wine-merchant: 
“  Sir, I have tried your port, and I prefer the gout.”

“  What is tho use,” the Manchester Evening Chronicle 
asks, “  of this periodic bickering at the smart set, while tho 
mass, smarting under tho sores of unsanitary houses, of too 
much or too little work, of ignorance and disastrous poverty 
— are treated by the Churches either as disreputable lepers 
or as the estuary of a stream of demoralising charity that 
salves the conscience of the givers but does not easo the 
burden of the recipients ?” Yes, what is the use ?

Tho newspapers make much ado about the Bishop of 
Manchester’s “  great mission ” on Blackpool sands, but a 
correspondent informs us that his lordship had about a 
hundred people round him the other day, while a couple of 
thousand were listening to a troupe of “  carnal ” entertainers 
not far off. Our correspondent suggests that the Bishop 
might catch on better if ho blacked his face and wielded a 
banjo. ____

Some six hundred Boers, who have been living on the 
banks of tho Vaal Iiivor, almost in a state of communism, 
are trekking to tho Brcedo River, whero they will found a 
new colony. They believe that God has forsaken tho 
Transvaal, and that Johannesburg and the other towns will 
bo destroyed. The principal doctrino on which thoy differ 
from tho Dutch Church and tho Doppers concerns the clergy. 
They believe that no pastor should ever receive a reward lor 
preaching. They insist on having their spiritual medicino 
for nothing. Which is probably what it is worth.

Tho late Mr. William Imre, one of the owners of tho 
White Star Line, has left £ 100,000 to tho Liverpool Cathedral 
Fund. This is a first-rato windfall, and the heart of tho 
Bishop will rejoice. Tho cathedral, when completed, will 
cost £500,000. All that money is to bo spent on a Houso of 
God in a city where thousands of Christians live in horrible 
slums, such as tho old Greek and Roman pagans never 
dreamt of even in tho nightmare. But swagger temples for 
God, and wretched dwellings for men, always went very 
well together.

Rov. Dr. Horton, tho famous inspired Nonconformist, has 
been telling tho National Free Church Convention at Harro­
gate that missionary work is making no headway—which wo 
have been saying in tho Freethinker for years, and which 
Mr. Cohen amply proved in his excellent pamphlet on 
Foreign Missions. According to Dr. Horton thero are mis­
sionaries enough in the held to convert tho whole world. 
Yes, if they had tho Holy Ghost behind them, as they 
pretend to. But it is not the want of Holy Ghost power 
that Dr. Horton mentions as tho cause of failure. No, it is 
the want of money. Tho missionaries are not “  backed up 
by the Church at home." “  Thousands of Christians,”  tho 
reverend gentleman said, “ and many ministers, spent muro 
money on tobucco than on mission work, and many Christian 
ladies gave more for a single dress than they ever contri­
buted to missions.”  The moral, we suppose, is that ladies 
should go naked rather than keep tLo missionaries without 
money. And how much money do they want ? All they 
can get. So we are likely to see a lot of ill-dressed or un­
dressed Christian ladies if Dr. Horton’s advice catches on.

Of course, Dr. Horton could not conclude without flatly 
contradicting nimself. “  At the same time,”  he said, “  some 
of the work of the mission field to-day was much finer than
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anything in the Acts of the Apostles.” Yes, a magnificent 
work was being done and glorious results were witnessed, in 
China and elsewhere, even at the present time. It is by 
such claptrap that congregations nowadays are being thrilled 
and entertained!

“  Does Woman Help ?”  is the heading of a public discus­
sion that helps to fill up the pages of the Daily Chronicle in 
the big gooseberry and sea serpent season. Anything sillier 
than what is written on both sides it is impossible to conceive. 
If the writers represent the average readers of the Daily 
Chronicle we tender the management our profound compas­
sion. We doubt whether such a discussion would be possible 
in any but a Christian country.

feed ‘ in a feminine delusion ’ upon the sodden offal of pw- 
fumed dogs’ -meut, and take it for the very eucharist of 
Apollo.”

This “  senseless outburst ”  is remarkably strong criticism) 
which lays bare, with a few strokes, the very heart of 
Moore’s sentimentality. Every word is well considered, 
and to the point. The language is remorseless because 
the writer has only contempt for what he is criticising) 
and it is concrete because the writer is a poet, who does 
not think in cold abstractions but in ideas that have the 
reality of visible and tangible things. The ChronicIt 
reviewer could not see all this because his “  good taste 
was offended. Ho wanted Mr. Swinburne to be too much 
like unto himself. But happily the world is not threatened 
with such a misfortune.

We don’t notice ail the men of God who die and leave nice 
well-feathered nests behind them. We only notice a few 
that seem to call for special attention. Archdeacon Joshua 
Ingham Brooke, of Woolgreaves, Sandal Magna, Yorks, has 
left estate valued at ¿£109,236. How he must have enjoyed 
himself when reading the Sermon on the Mount 1

According to the Rev. T. Allen, D.D., a Wesleyan Methodist, 
of the 7,000,000 Sunday-school scholars in this country “  the 
vast majority ”  would eventually bo found “  in the pub., in 
tho club—which was worse than the pub.— at the card table, 
in tho betting circle, at tho gaming board, in the house of 
ill fame, in every haunt of vice and crime, in gaol, in prison, 
in penal settlement, in hospital, workhouso, and all such 
places.”  Had wo said this it would have been called a libel. 
Being said by a man of God it may bo taken as gospel truth.

Heine, in his wicked way, said that the literary eunuchs 
wero always complaining of his virility. Victor Hugo, in 
his wonderful book on William Shakespeare, passes a 
similar criticism on tho respectable commentators. “ Driven 
on by the demon of genius ”  the Master is shockingly virile 
and prolific. “  Tho stallion,”  Hugo says grimly, “  is over 
demonstrative; there are jack-mules passing by to whom 
this is displeasing.” “  For nearly threo centuries,” tho great 
Frenchman adds, “  Shakespeare, this poet all brimming with 
virility, has been looked upon by sober critics with that 
discontented air which certain bereaved spectators must 
havo in tho soraglio." Further on in tho samo chapter 
Hugo remarks of Shakespearo that “ tho gastritis called 
‘ good taste ’ did not afllict him ho was so powerful and 
fecund that ho could afford to leave “  good tasto ”  to his 
inferiors, who could often boast of nothing else. Thoy 
could do nothing, and thoy did it in an elegant manner; 
that is to say, with no ollenco to anybody.

We wero reminded of all this by something on Mr. Swin­
burne in the Daily Chronicle. Mr. Swinburne is, and always 
has been, a Republican and an Atheist, liko Shelley. Of 
courso ho is not a second Shakespearo, but ho has always 
had plenty of passion and power. Whatever his faults aro, 
dulncss is not amongst them. His fiery spirit gives a 
splendid sweep to his finest verso, making it in that respect 
unmatchablo by tho work of any of his contemporaries. Mr. 
Swinburno’s forco is not merely literary, it is organic. Many 
years ago (wo were told) ho met with an accident, which 
caused considerable loss of blood. For a timo ho was un­
conscious, and tho bystanders talked of taking him to tho 
hospital. Just then ho came to, and told them his opinion 
of tho hospital suggestion, and requested them to put him in 
a cab— in language that left nothing to bo desired from tho 
point of view of vigor and effectiveness. Rabbit-minded 
persons among tho bystanders wero naturally shocked ; but 
the poet’s strong expressions after such an experience wero 
really a grand evidence of his natural strength.

This natural strength of Mr. Swinburne makes him also 
inimical to tho gentlemen of “ good tasto.” Tho Daily 
Chronicle reviewer of tho now edition of tho forty-year old 
book on William Blako quoted a certain passage from it and 
then proceeded to rebuke tho writer for having “ no possi­
bilities of speech in proso between the fortissimo of admira­
tion and the fortissimo of detestation,” and for indulging in 
“ senseless outbursts, so overdone, so disproportionate.” 
This sweeping criticism of Mr. Swinburne’s prose is extremely 
foolish. There is plenty of good matter in his proso-work 
between the extremes of admiration and detestation. But 
wo do not desire to dwell upon that point. We want to show 
how vigor of speech is offensive to common critical minds.

Here is tho passage which the reviewer boggled at. Mr. 
Swinburne observes of the ladies who used to warble Moore’s 
“  Irish Melodies,”  that they—

“  thought lit to inhale with wido and thankful nostril the 
rancid flavor of rotten dance-roscs and mouldy musk, to

We also, in our humble way, have been accused of vio­
lating the canons of “  good taste.”  Ineffective peoplo have 
often told us that we spoke tho truth too plainly, that wo 
did not mince our words enough, and that wo did no« 
sufficiently consider orthodox and conventional “  feeling3- 
But all that sort of criticism has rolled off us like water 
from a duck’s back. We havo always had something t° 
say— and we have said it ; and that is the great thing) 
after all.

The Rev. Robert Primroso, of Glasgow, is an exceedingly 
Ho listens to the sea, and it speaks to him0wise man.

strange things. One of the chief effects of the speech of tk 
sea is to make us ashamed of ourselves. And why
Because it is so suggestive of eternity. Mr. Primroso say9 -. . .  a,nu“ God has put tho sea as a great constant pictureV « U U  U N O  F “ “  “ “ w  O C O l  U O  U  g r « u u  o o u o v u u v  J j i v . v  —
reminder to us of eternity.”  Of course, tho sea, like tb 
Bible, can be made to say whatover the listener wishes 1 
to say. To an unbeliever, tho sea brings not tho faintcS 
whispor of a life beyond the tomb, nor the least suggest10 
of tho existence of God. But Mr. Primroso should hav 
stuck to his text (Isaiah xxiii., 4) instead of using it aS 
mere peg on which to hang an utterly irrelevant sermon.

What a boon Eternity is to the preacher ! How safe t0 
mrelegato tho solution of all dark problems to a realm beyo^ 

the present! Tho Rev. Gcorgo Jackson, B.A., the w° 
known Wesloyan minister, assures us that pain is an instf 
ment of God. Ho admits that in connection with suffer* e 
there aro questions wo cannot answer, and shadows t 
will not lice, and that “  tho Christian optimism needs * 
Christian faith to sustain it.”  What an eloquent 90 
exposure is hero ! Tho Christian interpretation of hum 
life is based upon a dream. Tho Rev. Mr. Jackson say9 ® 
Wero it not for his belief in a future lifo the serious conte 
plation of tho present lifo would drive tho Christian m® ’ 
The Rev. Mr. Jackson says so. That is to say, if God wfl 
to be judgod on tho basis of his management of this wo1 1 
ho would stand utterly condemned.

Canon Nowbolt, preaching at St. Paul’s Cathedral) ,g 
claifncd: 11 Christianity is not merely 2,000 years old I tC 
as old, nay, it is older than tho world itself, for it is kcl ^  
timo.”  That is rathor rough on Jesus Christ. His c*alUn']1i; 
havo made known tho Father falls to tho ground. 
Canon is quite right; but then tho New Testament and ,0 
Church aro all wrong. The Canon is on perfectly 9 ^  
ground. If Christianity means the precepts of Christ) ,, 
says, “ then Christianity has been a lameutnblo fa1*“ * p 
But if Christianity is a great systom which is older t 1 
timo itself, then its advocatos can make what claim t 
liko on its behalf and not bo amenable to reason. In rca 
all this is nothing but sheer nonsonso.

Dr. Reuen Thomas, of America, who is now doing duty ̂  
tho City Temple, “  has been much impressed with 
declining roverenco for Sunday which tho motor-tr‘ ^  
causes. In America and in England alike there 19 
increasing restlessness which affects Church member9 ^  
strongly as others.”  Tho truth is coming out by deffra ; 
Where would tho Apostlo Paul bo were ho among us to-“ 
Would he too be classed with tho Sabbath-breakers • ^  
him, you know, all days woro aliko. Would Dr. Ilorton 
Dr. Thomas lecture him on his character-killing heresy '

After all, religion is more than morality. So th° a] 
Alex. Cowo, M.A., tells us. Men who havo tho averag0 
habits of society naturally ask, “ What lack we yot-  ̂
Mr. Cowo answers, “ Spirituality is needed as "® allit 
morality.”  But what on earth is spirituality ? lloW , jt 
bo “  at onco root and fruit of morals ? ” If it is the r 
cannot bo the fruit, and if tho fruit it cannot bo tho 
That certainly ought to bu self-evident.
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-File Dictionary defines spirituality as incorporeality, 
Evenly.mindedness. But wlio knows anything about in­
corporeality, and to whom has the mind of heaven been 
cvealed ? “ We must be right towards God as well as 
„°wards men,” says Mr. Cowe. But God, as distinguishedfrom fflen, is both unknown and unknowable, and to be either
■̂ght or wrong towards him is naturally impossible. “ We 
ust be pious as well as just,” adds Mr. Cowe. Surely, butto be pious is to be reverential towards parents. Piety

towards the unknown and unknowable is pure waste of 
energy.

him or any other Christian to do. It appears that he was 
grossly slandered by Samuel Hulatt, a clerk, who “  had ac­
cused him, by implication, of teaching his class that there is 
no God, and consequently no heaven and hell.” The jury 
evidently thought it was a shocking thing to accuse a man of 
teaching children that there was no hell for them to go to, 
and they awarded the plaintiff .610 damages. We suggest 
that he should spend the money on the cost and maintenance 
of a large brass-plate outside his place of residence, bearing 
the inscription : “  I teach the children hell.”

rofessor Marcus Dods argues, in the British Weekly for 
10, that it is ideals, not formal rules, the Sermon on 

Mount gives us. These ideals, he says, “  aro of the 
a ure 0f proverbs, which the dull logical mind, concerning 

but with the litoral shell, will break its teeth upon,
in ■ ̂ oich honesty sucks the truth out of and converts into 

'¡g a t in g  blood.” • That is very well put; but what on 
r h does it mean ? It means, in plain words, that the 

tia°Cê S Christ are utterly impracticable, and that Chris- 
j..ns> while professing absoluto loyalty and obedience to their 

ngi are dependent, like other people, on their own common 
for*?' Non-resistance to evil is not even an ideal to them, 

they are all active resisters.

c. h>r. Dods’ opinion, loyalty to Christ is only a profession.
says>11 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth.” 

v 'L°ds says: “ To what extent a man may hold this 
Th + 8 ' Leasuro ’ is a question for each man’s conscience.” 
o aV s common senso, perhaps; but it forms a direct 
PPosite to the teaching of Jesus.callf .^ods delivers himself of a glowing eulogy on what ho 

attn* "he spirit of Christ. Wo are exhorted to livo in an 
^ P h e r e  of love. Love is to bo our supremo guide in all 
Canatl°ns. “  Only by entering into Christ’s spirit of love 
pt ,We °hey his precepts.” If that sentence is to bo inter- 
■uto r  hy its context, its meaning is that it is by entering 
¡Uiv , r*?̂ 's spirit of love that wo shall discern which, if 
t0 L ° ‘  his precepts are to be obeyed literally, and which are 
CQ a amended at tho dictato of our own judgment. Of 

co, this turns the profession of loyalty to Christ into a
°ckmg farce. ____

¡¡q ® Daily News is unnecessarily severe on that band of 
’■I’lir, i l.a,1d Methodists which humorously calls itself tho 
*880'*-11 Mon’s Cheerful Meeting. A leaflet, issued by that 
tbQ Ration, intimates that a company has been formed under 
W i ° ° f “ Josus & Co’”  ifc is an ancient company,
tb0 hcon formed 2,000 years ago. Its object is to rescue 
at1qk°rishing, the dividends arc, concurrently, earthly poaco 
bCav 0at*‘hly happiness, tho deferred dividends consist of 
ty]^ .y mansions, crowns of glory, and garments washed 
ca a 111 .tho blood of tho Lamb. The chairman of the 8ecrRany *s the Almighty, tho mauager Jesus Christ, and tho 
Land ^he Holy Ghost. Tho head offices arc in Beulah 8^ ’ ono °t tho branch officos is Thornhill Church, 
Ptn « ‘and. Such is tho information contained in tho 

°sPectus.

a , ^  W‘ 'y should the Daily News bo so terribly shocked, 
boon ^  Miat “ the depths of vulgar sensationalism have 
ce p t i n bod hero ”  ? Ju d «0<1 hy tho New Testament cou-
acvUl.Ji} Christianity, is not tho “  prospectus ” strictly 
tnerc: though adopting tho language of modern com-
tbo nu m ? 'L’ho Sunderland handbill will doubtless serve 
absur ,̂ l)oso of opening some people’s eyes to tho essential 1 y and irrationality of tho whole Christian scliomo.

We should like to ask Charles Jennison, or Samuel Hulatt, 
or the jury, whero hell is. They all seem very certain about 
it, and we would thank them for a little information. We 
have been seeking it for more years than we care to count, 
and we seem to be on tho right track now— if only one of 
these gentlemen will condescend to instruct us.

Considering that Jesus Christ is said to have been so poor 
that he had nowhere to lay his head— Rowton Houses and 
fourpenny dosses not being then invented—and that his 
Apostles were also so poor that Judas the Cashier “  sold ” 
the whole lot for thirty shekels (some .£3 15s.) the late 
wrangle between the Bishop of Rochester and the collector 
of Queen Anne’s Bounty was a very curious one. Tho 
collector claimed ¿645 from the Bishop for first fruits and 
¿639 7s. fid. for tenths, tho estimate being based on tho 
income of the Rochester see (£4,500) for the year ending 
December 25, 1905. The Bishop did not dispute the 
figures, but contended that he was only liable from May. 
That point, of course, is ono that neither we nor our readers 
are interested in. Our point is that when a Bishop is 
charged ¿E84 7s. fid. as a mere commission on his income, 
the right reverend father in God must be “  following Jesus ” 
a long way behind.

Tho Bishop of London is a very accurato-minded person. 
In his ovidenco before tho Royal Commission on Ecclesiasti­
cal Discipline he stated that lie had stopped the introduc­
tion of superlluous vestments in a church at Finchley— 
“  St. Luke’s, Finchloy, I think it was.”  Just as though it 
wero no businoss of his to bo certain—outside the pulpit. 
Well, it was not St. Luke’s, Finchley. Tho incumbent of 
that church contradicts the Bishop publicly, and says that 
St. Luke’s has always been “  strictly evangelical.”

What a fortunato man of God tho Bishop of London is ! 
He can leave his dioceso for two months, entrusting thous­
ands of immortal souls to tho tender mercies of underlings. 
His lordship is enjoying himself, where lieresiarchs ceaso 
from troubling and tho Kensitites are at rest. On his 
return ho may find that Satan has been loosed.

In the Rev. Dr. Anderson’s article, “  Why not Face tho 
Facts ? ”  in tho current number of tho Ilibhcrt Journal, 
perhaps tho most piquant observationt is that Jesus was 
not a Christian, or that Christianity as generally understood 
to-day was utterly unknown to its nominal founder. It 
seems a daring thing to say, but it is perfectly true. And 
yet tho churches aro everlasting defending and defining 
Christas if they owned him, “ Now,”  says Dr. Anderson, 
“ if anything is clear from recent study of the Now Testa­
ment, it is that none of the characteristic ideas of orthodoxy 
came from Jesus.”  Christianity is, tlicreforo, not a super­
natural religion rovealed and established by Christ, but a 
purely,human development, which has undergone serious 
changes in all ages of its history, aud which is passing 
through a process of radical transformation just now.

(led °tIS- an°thor contribution to tho world’s kuowlodgo of 
Wesi0 is inado by tho Rov. Dr. Watkinson, a celebrated 
iQtim /atl minister. This divine is on terms of closest 
inio a‘ y with tho Sovereign of tho skies. Dr. Watkinson 
kaoty*]US ^hat God knows us personally. “ Ho doos not 
tko star  ̂Ccuau orily. hut tho drop ; not tho milky way, but 
the at0l ’ ,n°*! meadow, hut tho llow cr; not the mass, but 
kHov/fJ ** ’ “ ô  the million, but tho man. He knows you and 
as Oolitu'f1 a “ p o th e r .”  Surprising I But God’s strength is 
Ft Wou]j °d afi knowledge : “  Ho can bear your burden. 
°an hea viUSjL your neighbor, but it will not crush him. Ho 0,8 Mom i>i as oas‘ ly as tho Atlantic bears a bubble, as oasily 
8° 8tr01j , , anc a Hnowllako.”  When God is so knowing aud 
Mill ,,r 7 aud K0 sympathetic, why is it that mankind aro 
thorn  ̂ under burdens that crush the majority of
a°t a0t j ‘at is the use of having such a God when he docs

' ’Indicate8! i •nn*B°n. assistant schoolmaster at Rushdeu, has 
''hick tb v  cl|aractcr at the Birmingham Assizes—a thing 

u Now Testament, by tho way, expressly forbids

Dr. Clifford seems to have a perfect genius for misunder­
standing aud misrepresenting tho real issues involved in 
public questions. On tho subject of education he is com ­
pletely at soa. lie  mistakes Nonconformity for tho nation. 
He pretends to believe that it is as a citizen, puro and 
simple, not as a Dissenter, he is so vigorously fighting for 
uudeuominationalism. Arc not Catholics aud Episcopalians 
part of tho nation ? Aro not Freethinkers citizens ? If 
Dr. Clifford wero honestly playing tho part of a citizen, ho 
would advocate tho giving of justice to all citizens alike. 
Instead of that ho insists upon a system of education that 
will prove most advantageous to Nonconformity. Dr. 
Clifford is a citizen, plus a minister, and tho minister is 
really, though disguiscdly, always in the forefront.

W. T. Medhurst, of Barry, explains in tho Daily News how 
ho kept out of tho abyss of poverty. Atone time ruin stared 
him in tho face, but ho resolved to put “  tho kingdom of God 
and his righteousness first,”  and then the Lord began to 
bless him. This is what the gentleman asks us to believe.
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But he furnishes a more natural explanation of his success 
in business by stating that he puts fourteen hours a day— 
from 8.30 a.m. to 10.30 p.m.— in his shop, six days in every 
week. What an existence 1 There doesn’t seem any miracle 
in it, though; fourteen hours a day at the grindstone ought 
to keep the knife sharp.

“ The Divine Carpenter ”  is what Jesus Christ was called 
in a recent Daily Neivs leading article. How a carpenter 
can be divine passes our comprehension. But if a carpenter 
can be divine, any other workman may be so too ; and in 
that case we might hear of the Divine Bricklayer, tlio Divine 
Plumber, the Divine Potman, or even the Divine Scavenger.

The late Mrs. Craigie (“ John Oliver Hobbes ” ) had a great 
admiration for old Hobbes before she became a Boman 
Catholic. Hobbes was called “ the atheist philosopher,” and 
was the best hated man of his generation. The clergy hinted 
so often that his presence in the world was a misfortune, 
that he was in constant fear of assassination. Mrs. Craigie 
might easily have selected a worse ideal. She confessed 
that the recollection of Hobbes had restrained her impulsive­
ness and saved her from maudlin sentiment. A course of 
Hobbes would be good for some other ladies we could 
mention— if they were equal to i t ; for he is strong meat, and 
not milk for babes and sucklings.

Mrs. Humphreys, seeking a separation order against her 
husband, at the Clerkenwell Police-court, gave some interest­
ing evidence, from which we make the following extract:—

“ Mrs. Humphreys said she left the defendant on August 4 
because he told her to go and take her ‘ blooming child ’ with 
her. He also struck her in the eye. During the last six 
months he had followed her about the house abusing her.

She complained more of his objectionable language than 
of his cruelty. He treated her very unkindly in speech, 
making horrible accusations against her. Formerly lie was 
given to drink. A year ago he became a Christian Scientist.

‘ He has changed his religion three times,’ added the wife. 
‘ FirBt he was a Protestant, then he was a Roman Catholic, 
and now he is a Christian Scientist.’ (Laughter.)

‘ Has he been more violent since he has become a Christian 
Scientist?’ (Laughter.)—‘ He has been more horrid.’ 
(Renewed laughter.)

According to this account, if it be true or half true, Mr. 
Humphreys was not improved by his religious adventures.

The Rev. David Smith, in his Correspondence Column in 
the British Weekly recently, is guilty of grossly mis­
representing well attested facts. An inquirer asks, “  How 
can it be said that modern science has substantiated Divine 
Revelation ? ” Mr. Smith answers thus: 11 Wo havo the 
assurance of the greatest of living men of scienco that modern 
science has substantiated Divine Revelation.”  Then lie 
quotes the altogether foolish romarks Lord Kelvin mado at 
the London University College some three years ago, which 
were so severely criticised aud condemned at tho time. But 
even Lord Kelvin did not claim, either in tho speech or in 
tho Times subsequently, that modern science has substan­
tiated tho alleged Divine Revelation embodied in tho Bible. 
To be compelled to beliovo in a “  Creative Power ” is by no 
means synonymous with being compelled to believo in the 
truth of the Bible. Herbert Spencer accepted tho idea of 
Creative Power, but he firmly rejected the idea of a Divine 
Revelation. To him the Creativo Power was inscrutable, 
unknown and unknowable. _

•
Lord Kelvin woefully blundered when ho stated that 

“  Scientific thought is compelled to accept tho idea of Creative 
Power,”  as was abundantly shown by tho correspondence in 
the Times. Professor Ray Laukester, Sir William Thiselton- 
Dyer, aud others, proved conclusively that scientific thought 
is not compelled to accept tho idea of Creativo Power, inas­
much as it conceives of matter as both eternal and infinito. 
Later, Dr. Russel Wallace regretfully admitted that with 
very few exceptions our leading men of science are blank 
Atheists. And yet the readers of religious journals are mis­
led by such men as Mr. Smith who either conceal or falsify 
the facts. Lord Kelvin is undoubtedly one of the very greatest 
men of science; but it was not as a scientist, but as a 
theologian, that ho spoke at University College.

Revs. S. T. Williamson and J. Wilkinson, vicar and curate 
of St. James’s Church, East Crompton, Shaw, together with 
Mr. F. Oxlade, captain of the Church Army, havo been cul­
tivating the working classes a good deal lately. It occurred 
to them that a procession to church in favor of Sunday 
observance would be a good thing. They duly announced it 
to start from Salts-street at 10.15, but not a single working 
man turned up. Twenty young men of tho congregation

went to the houses of many of them and tried to persuade 
them to come. It was in vain. Nobody could be induced 
to go.

Shakespeare has reached his zenith at last, and may now 
exclaim “  Thus far I can go, and no farther.”  General 
Booth has been to Stratford-on-Avon— General Booth has 
visited the poet’s birthplace—and General Booth has waved 
a Salvation Army flag over it and given it his blessing' 
Grand old William Booth ! Happy William Shakespeare 1

“  General ” Booth has been ramping round the country 
again on his motor car, and the Grand Old Showman has 
had a big reception everywhere. This is a good advertise­
ment for his business, but does not make it any sounder. 
Neither as a spiritual nor as a social experiment is the 
Salvation Army really successful. But the “  General ” >s ,a 
magnificent hustler, and the Army will probably last his 
time. But will it last five years longer ? We doubt it.

Truth slips out accidentally now aud then. The Daily 
News says that General Booth “ plunged ”  into the soc>a 
abyss “  with the Bible and a brass band.” Exactly ! Uie8 
and noise 1 Aud the result is what might be expected. 1° 
spite of General Booth and all his works the abyss ge"9 
deeper.

When the late Bishop of Exeter confirmed thirty-eight 
lunatics in the county asylum, and declared that ho had 
always found such persons peculiarly susceptible to religk”?3 
influences, we were far from disputing the statement. 
felt that the Bishop was probably right, and that lunatics 
were pretty sure of front seats in heaven. That is the 
reason, perhaps, why lunatics are allowed out of asylums to 
beget lunatics. In the case of Maud Parker, of Tottenham 
charged with tho wilful murder of her three months’ old s°D> 
by drowning him in the copper, it was given in evidence tha 
she had been in the asylum twice. Parentage of that kind 
would not be allowed in a Freethought community.

1»
Albert Matthias Stones, one of the “  Protostant leaders 

at Liverpool, has to pay K25 damages to Mrs. Jane Fox f°* 
slander. Stones denied the slander, but the jury didn " 
believe him. There seems to havo been a lot of “ kissing 
mixed ;ip in tho case.

The forty Frenchmen, headed by tho Mayor of Dunkirk' 
who have been “ doing ” London under tho entente cordial 
saw many things to admiro, and at least ono to laugh a1- 
They went on Sunday to tho Victoria and Albert Museum, 
and thought it a fine joko that some of tho pictures were 
covered up on Sundays by order of tho donors, aud said. 
“  That will amuse them in Dunkirk.” Wo should think so-

Tho Christian Evidence Society has got tho nowsp»l,eJ 
to print a list of books for its examination next March. e. 
never saw such an antediluvian catalogue. In tho course 0 
timo, wo daresay, this Society will learn that Quoon Anno )9 
dead.

“  John Strange Winter ” says: “  It was tho first 
greatest Christian who spoko those momorablo word9» 
rebuking men, in defence of a woman : 1 Lot him that1 
without sin among you cast tho first stono.’ ” Tho ladi 
evidently does not know that tho story of tho woman take 
in adultery is a late addition to tho fourth Gospol. 
author of tho “  memorablo words ”  was therefore, not J°s 
Christ, but somo writer whoso name will never bo known.

Ono good turn deserves another. Torrey and Alexander 
camo over from America to save England. Gipsy Srni 
is now going over from England to save America. * 
will be thcro five mouths, so tho job will be done thorough1!' 
In tho course of his soul-saving tour ho will visit Chicag0' 
As he is such a good hand at “ saving ”  ho might try to 
the canned meat trade.

After the oarthquako at San Francisco comes tho earth 
quako at Valparaiso. Tho old globe gives herself a sb» 
and proud man finds himself a helpless nonentity. He 'v 
claims immortal life, and worships a Deity who is to g1̂  
him a fine eternity in heaven, discovers that this wonder 
being can do nothing for him when ho gets into trouble 
this planet. People prayed to God at San Francisco; "d 
prayed to God at Valparaiso ; and tho answer of God was ^  
same in each case—silence. Nature took her course, and 
kills man with as little compunction as she km® 
cockroach.
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

(Lectures suspended during the Summer.)

To Correspondents.

^ D. Jenkins.—Certainly there is good to be got from reading 
lolstoy, who is a man of genius ; but his disciples, as usual, 
ground themselves on his peculiarities. We admit, however, 

nit there is something sublime (n the way in which he goes on 
repeating bis own ideas of non-resistance without paying the 
.ghtest regard to anything that is said against them. Iteli- 

fi'onists are prone to that practice. Tolstoy would probably 
,lave been a greater and more beneficent power if he had 
ropped Christianity altogether.
— It is all nonsense. We did not “ refuse”  the advertise­

ment you refer to. It dropped out in the ordinary way of 
»"'ness, our manager tells us, because the advertiser was not 

laying for it.
e°hoe Jacob.—You are as much entitled to your opinion as we 
ar® to ours. Thanks for the cuttings. Glad to have your 
opinion, in reference to the John Bull paragraph, that “  Mr. 

°ote chose the better part.”
Habkield,—Thanks for the cuttings. See “  Acid Drops.”  

¿ hlechte.—We dealt with Mr. George Wise’s nonsense in
p week’s “  Acid Drops.” Thanks for cutting, all the same.

J.' t,L'—Neither verse nor prose. Sorry we cannot insert.
r°ni one or two sentences we think you have done yourself an 

Injustice.
Jkiimin,—The Education Bill has to go through the House of 

Bl° k8 yet. We shall wait until the kaleidoscope gets its last 
lake ; then we intend to get to business. If “  Simple Bible 

^sacking ”  is finally established as the State religion in schools 
e shall bo obliged to carry on a fresh campaign against the 

j 'ble by addressing the children.
d ’ B*Wast)—Sorry we have not time to answer such letters by 
ill literature on all subjects is so vast now, that you must 

'cate more particularly the direction in which you wish to 
a< before we can refer you to suitable books. “  Present-day 
'eight ”  is far too wide.A. Trp J°A'Br>ALK.—Book sent; hopo you received it.

' Watts.—Evan Roberts seems a poor creature. Send us 
Ws about something else if possible.

o!n Bonv° nni.—That Sunderland prospectus was issued with- 
ha knowledge of the pastor or the church ; it appears to 
th \e êcn work of a well-meaning zealot, who had no idea 

at the truth could be blusphemous, or that what is so serious 
q lltn would be such a joke to other people.

v <’LElFS-—Mr. George Wise is as slippery as ever. His con- 
0j ,.û  "  Secularist leaders”  fade into “  members and speakers 
als( i am‘  are still without names and addresses. Ho
jj icniea having said that there were only five or six N. S. S. 
0l„ttn«hes now; ho was referring to “ halls of science.”  The 

with such men is to pin them down to black on

bavi0UCRorT'—As ‘ bo Protestant champion practically denies 
I'ointMSait* wBat you challenged him to prove, you should 
"id * la‘  out’ arl|I waste no more time upon him. We quite 
baver,s‘on<l that Christ is his “  best friend.”  He would never 

j ^  )een heard of otherwise.
gltuiT betters like yours givo us encouragement. Wo are very 
baa <i° ;'oar that your six months’ reading of the Freethinker 
of m • cuucated your mind from a dense and muddled conception 
lid i H®8 ‘ °  one °I light and reason." Your gratitude for such 
ciusb " atural, but don’t repine because you cannot givê  the 
think ,nion°y ! there aro othor ways of helping; every Free­
s t  boa missionary by circulating Ercctbought literature.

givo away

E.

paà,. I*!'® journal into fresh hands ; lend 
Ornii, 1 °t when you have read it ; and thus promote the mental 

E. ¿J  Pation of others.
in reto*!1V'~®lad to hear you wore so helped by our paragraphs 
ab0u! f , to ®ir Conan Doyle. Your clerical friend is romancing 
blent tl°"r'Vin- Ibe  only truth in his rigmarole is the state- 
ar110l , ' “ t Darwin subscribed to a missionary society working 
sibscrii | 0 bnvest of the human race in Patagonia. Ho never 
p&OjphKf lo Christian work in any civilised country. See our 
"’bol» ° , ’.D,intin on God, which gives full information on the 

ty.r, 8ul,ject.*• P. jj
J. ti,, L— Many thanks for cuttings.

• " » e l l__v
j°irnai t,OBf , ,  .......... ° -------------------------- i---------Jy Orif ,* 1 Irce for six consecutive weeks to addresses supplied

wo aro still sending gratuitous copies of this 
, ,JU1. - for Bix consecutive weeks to addresses supplied

"tandar,, a .rs- Pleased to have your congratulations on the 
L, maintained in the Freethinker.
W. No*n— Sent as requested.

Who p^"Y,~~Clad to see you aro challenging the Wigan bigots 
mgers0]|° ^een raking up the Torrey filth about Paine and 
play • We congratulate the Examiner on its sense of fair

^barrin ,̂iAn Society, L imited, office is at 2 Newcastle-street, 
Toe ¿ f - t r e e t .  E.C.

i ’atrlm,oi!AL ®ecl’lar Society’s office is at 2 Newcastlc-etreet,
8uon-street, E.C.

Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed 
to 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

L ecture Notices must reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon- 
street, E.C., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be 
inserted.

F riends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.

Ordfrs for literature should be sent to the Freethought Pub­
lishing Company, Limited, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon- 
street, E.C., and not to the Editor.

Persons remitting for literature by stamps are specially requested 
to send halfpenny stamps.

T he Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing 
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:—One year, 
10s. Gd.; half year, 5s. 3d. ; three months, 2s. 8d.

Scale of Advertisements : Thirty words, Is. Gd.; every suc­
ceeding ten words, Gd. Displayed Advertisements :—One inch, 
4s. Gd. ; half column, £1 2s. Gd. ; column, £2 5s. Special 
terms for repetitions.

Sugar Plums.
— i —

London Freethinkers will please note that Sunday, 
September 9, is the date fixed for the “  reception ” of 
our old friend and colleague, Mr. Joseph Symes, who has 
returned to England after an absence of twenty-three 
years. The Queen’s (Minor) Hall has been engaged for 
this function, and Mr. G. W. Foote, as President of tho 
National Secular Society, will take the chair and intro­
duce Mr. Symes to the audience, many of whom, of course, 
will only know him through frequent references to him in 
tho Freethinker, or through his occasional contributions to 
our columns. Mr. Symes has been a hard worker and a 
bold fighter in the cause of Freethouglit. We hope, there­
fore, that tho metropolitan “  saints ” will turn up in strong 
force on this occasion, and givo tho veterau an enthusiastic 
greeting.

We have asked Mr. Cohen and Mr. Lloyd to join in this 
reception to Mr. Symes, and both havo cheerfully agreed to 
do so, tho latter cancelling an open-air engagement in order 
to be present.

Stratford Town Hall has been engaged for three more 
Sunday evening lectures, under the auspices of the Secular 
Society, Limited, with tho co-operation of the West 11am 
N. S. S. Branch. The dates aro September 1G, 23, and 30, 
and tho lecturers Messrs. Foote, Cohen, and Lloyd.

Mr. Footo’s lecture at Stratford Town Hall on Sunday 
evening, September 23, will bo tho beginning of his new 
lecture season. On tho following Sunday he will lecturo at 
Manchester, on tho Sunday following that at Glasgow, and 
so on throughout tho winter, llo  hopes to bo in first-rato 
form for tho platform work, which is, of course, a serious 
addition to his editorial labors.

Mr. Cohen has been holidaying in Wales and laying in a 
stock of health and strength for tho winter's lecturing. Ho 
appearod to us to need tho change, and we are glad it has 
done him so much good.

Mr. Colicn will bo lecturing in Victoria Park to-day (Aug. 26), 
both afternoon and evening. Having just returned homo 
from his holiday, ho will doubtless bo in three-star form.

Wo havo received a letter, dated August 19, from our 
veteran friend, Captain Otto Thomson, of Stockholm. 
Several copies of tho Freethinker failed to reach him, and ho 
feared wo had Btoppcd sending it, but ho discovered that 
they had boon intercepted by the police, who appear to havo 
extensive functions in Sweden. Captain Thomson sends 
greetings to Mr. Joseph Symes, and to us and the Freethinker 
staff the heartiest good wishes— which aro reciprocated.

One of our Bolfast readers, a working man, has just ordered £2 worth of literature from our publishing office. Ho has for 
some timo been actively circulating Freethought litcraturo 
amongst his fellow workmen. “  1 have distributed,” ho 
writes, “  two or three parcels of your Torrey pamphlets, 
some 2,000 or more. I had also from you some 1,500 Facts 
Worth Knowing, which I have made good use of. I have 
also sold and given away six dozen Age of Reason and as 
many Bible Romances." Nor is this “  saint's ”  effort confined 
to our own publications. He does his best all round, and wo 
wish his example were freely imitated. Every Freethinker 
might become a Freethought missionary if he would only 
take the trouble— like William J. McMurray.
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Dr. Culpeper.

[“ Faith-healing is the only explanation of the fact that medieval 
medicine, with its unspeakable potions and deadly methodsof treat­
ment, left any of its patients alive.”—Daily News, June 2,1900.]

F r e e t h in k e r s  may discover an interest all their 
own by perusing Dr. Nicholas Culpeper’s The English 
Physician, with which is bound The London Dispensa­
tory. This ancient book, somewhat rare now, is proof 
of the generally chaotic condition of the physician’s 
mind in the days of Cromwell. It is, moreover, an 
example of the abject credulity of the ignorant and 
afflicted at that period. With its old leather covers 
and curious binding, its worm-eaten pages, the s’s 
like f ’s, causing one to lisp in reading such words as 
“ faid” for said, “ Jerufalem” for Jerusalem, “ Mafter” 
for Master ; the interposition of extraneous snatches 
of hymns, and ridiculous references to God amongst 
the formuhc for pills for the gripes and mixture*for 
the worms, carry one back in imagination, and pre­
sent in visionary fashion the venerable Dr. Culpeper 
himself. One can see him, in the mind’s eye, in 
stockings and shoes, carrying a gold-nobbed stick 
and snuff-box, and, with the air of learned greatness, 
setting out to dose with bitter wort and surging 
electuary some unfortunate sufferer.

The first page is—“ To the Readdr.” In this Dr. 
Culpeper calls Aristotle to bear witness that—

“  Pride is the firffc vifiblo fin in a child, whereby wo 
may gather that it was the firft fin of A dam ; fo 
kuowledg, being the firft Vertue a Child minds, fo if 
apparent to them that do but with the eyo of Iieafon 
heed their actions even whilft they are very young, 
even before they are a yeer old, oven by natural inftinct 
whereby a man may more than guefs but knowledg was 
the greateft lofs, or at lcaft ono of the greateft wo loft 
by the fall of Adam: knowledg, faith, Ariftotle, is in 
Profperity an Ornament, in Adverfity a liefuge; and 
truly there is almoft no greater enemy to knowlcdg in 
the world than Pride and Covetoufne/s ; but fome men 
aro fo damnablo proud and envious withal, that they 
would havo no body know anything but thcmfelvcs; 
the ono I hope will fliortly learn better manners, and 
the other be a burden too heavy for tho Earth long 
to bear.”

In tho same strain is his Description and Nature of 
Herbs, in which ho declares that Solomon employed 
his wisdom recoived of God in searching after them, 
which ho wrote in books which were carried to 
Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar, kept in tho Temple 
at Jerusalem, transported to Babylon in tho Cap­
tivity, Alexander tho Great Tyrant gavo them to 
Aristotle, who committed them to tho “ morcy ” (sic) 
of tho fire, and so on. He says :—

“  But fiuco tho daics of Solomon, many havo tliofo 
famous men boon that havo written of this Subject, 
and groat Encouragements havo been given them by 
Princes. Mathiolus, his greedinofs was fucli to finifh 
his Comment upon Difcorides, which book is yet in ufo
in tho famous Univerjlties....... that ho forgot to count
what tho charges of it might amount to, although I 
rather comend him for his diligence in Studio and Caro 
of tho World’s good, than harbor tho lcaft ill thought of 
him for not counting tho middlo and both ends before ho 
began tho Work, I fay when ho camo to count tho 
charges of Printing and Cutting tho Cuts it far fur- 
mounted his Eftate,”  etc.

There follow pages of this hodge-podge, all to tho 
“ Readdr,” and further extendod quotation would only 
be wearisome. Dr. Culpeper explains, however, that 
he satisfied himself as to the virtues of herbs, plants, 
and troes; ho says he knew well enough tho “ whol” 
world, and everything in it, was formed of a compo­
sition of contrary elements, and in such a harmony 
as must show tho wisdom and power of the “ Creator 
of tho Croations that “ sickness and health were 
caused naturally (though God may have other cuds 
best known to himself), by tho various operations of 
the Macrocosm; and I could not be ignorant that as 
the cause is, so must the cure b o ; and, therefore, he 
that would know the operations of herbs must look 
up as high as the stara.” He declares that tho influ­

ence of tho stars upon herbs and the body of maD 
show the admirable harmony in creation. He fre‘ 
quently breaks into verse, and does so hero with the 
words:—

“ Because out of thy thoughts God should not pass,
His Image stamped is on every grass.”

“ This, indeed, is true,” he affirms, “ but how muck 
more doth tho Wisdom and Excellencie of God 
appear if we consider the Harmony of tho Creation 
in the Vertue and Operation of every Herb ?” Un­
fortunately, it does not appear to have occurred to 
the Doctor that his God would have shown himsea 
wiser in preventing the diseases instead of “ send­
ing ” doubtful antidotes.

“ Macrocosm” is a good word for Culpeper; he was 
ignorant, of course, of microcosm. He probably meant 
minute, but visible, life. As for tho word itself, we 
could flabbergast him now by merely quoting one 
of the known staphylococci—say the staphylococcus 
pyogenes aurens—and Culpeper would have killed any 
patient by the bare mention of it.

According to tho Doctor’s astrology, the planets 
cause many diseases, and he shows which planet 
causes a particular disease, which planet cures hy 
sympathy, which by antipathy, and so on. The 
cures are duly set forth, though it is difficult to 
find them in this big book without definite plans, 
and having an homonymous index perfectly exaspera­
ting ; in fact, the index is Holy Ghost-like in the 
sense that it passeth understanding. Mercury 
appears to wield the sceptre with regard to the 
brain; the breast and liver aro “ mightily influ­
enced” by Jupiter, and tho heart and vitals aro 
governed by tho Sun. He asserts :—11 You may opposo diseases by herbs of the planC® 

opposito to tbo planet that causetli them, as diseases 
of Jupiter by herbs of Mercury, and tho contrary 
diseases of Mars by herbs of Venus, and the con­
trary.”

If this is so, then God must have been foolish to 
croato tho planets at cross purposes. Tho Sun and 
Moon cure tho eyes, Saturn tho spleon, Jupiter tbo 
liver, Mars tho gall, and Venus diseases of genera' 
tion. Ho has tho following words of adoratioU 
before tho shrine of tho “ Blessed Thistle ” :—

“ Tho key of al is the horb Wormwood; which, if 
will not fit tho lock, I will hero givo it you again
another herb of tho samo planot.......and hero I giv0 !
you plainly, without any circumstancos. Tho herb 1
Cardnus Benedictus, or ‘ Holy Thistle ’....... it is a her
of Mars, and under the sign Aries.”

It “ cures swimmings of tho head because Aries is 
house of Mars ; yellow jaundice because Mars goveru® 
Chollcr; strengthens tho attractive faculty in rum1’ 
helps red faces becauso Mars causeth them ;
plague-sores, boils.......and bitings of mad dogs.” *
cures anothor ailment by antipathy to “  Venus, wb̂  
governs i t ; strengthens tho momory, euros deafncS 
by antipathy to Saturn, who hath his fall in Ar^s< 
which rules the head; euros Agnes andothordisease
of Melancholly.......caused by the Moon." Ho con
eludes “  to tho Readdr ” as follows: —

“  If you pleafo to rnako ufo of tlicfo Rules you shajj
find them truo throughout tho Book....... for your gn°
did I pen it.......you fco what ccccflity there is l0j
every Phyjician to bo an Aftrologer; you have hen1 
it before, I fuppofo, but now you know i t ; what re­
mains, but that you labor to glorifio God in your fever
places....... I remain, a Friend, during lifo, readio to uU
poor power to help, Nlcn§ Culpki>K*

Spittle-fields, next door to tho rcd-lyon,
Novb. C, 1G52.”

Then thoro is a list of books “ printed by 
Colo at tho sign of the Printing Press in Cornb1̂  
by tho Exchange, London.” This refers mainly  ̂
medical books, but sandwiched between them ? 
astrological works, like tho Ephemcris, foretolh t 
the state of tho year by the conjunction of 
and Mars. Thoro is a Godly and Fruitful Expos*®,1 > 
of tho First Epistle of Peter, and Mr. Phil*1̂ , 
Treatise on Hell, doubtless soothing and coml° 
ing to tho poor sufferer in extremis.

»
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Culpeper>s drugs were composed of many varieties 
herbs, grasses, trees, and insects. Perhaps at the 

present time, when medical science seems to be tend- 
towards reduction in drugging, and up-to-date 

„ . cal men are, to some extent, returning to the 
simples,” we must not be too hard on Culpeper, 
ccording to his lights he was wise, and in the world 
s >t then was, and compared to his patients who 
erc mere human turnips, he was even clever. We 

trace a shrouded perspicacity throughout. But 
mat he would do if he could return and peruse a late 
10jogical work, or witness an intricate operation 
Oder anaesthetics, say ovariotomy or appendisectum, 

0 can say? Probably he would invoke Venus, or, 
i(s a short cut, fall on his knees and appeal to the 

Creator of the Creations.” He says ground ivy 
fD<7 8wines’ grease “ helpeth old fores and draweth 
in H na^s g°tten into the ilefh.” Fancy a four- 

Ca nail extracted by ivy-leaves and fa t ! Apples 
i, ,e, g°°d for “ fainting stomachs,” but, he says, 

dey are extream windy.”
l/ ; 0 less than seven columns are stuffed with a 
abb ° ry on Wormwood, and the following

deviated extract therefrom, without the lisping
8 aQd capitals and italics, will servo as an ex- ampiQ:__

“  Three Wormwoods are familiar with us ; ono I shall 
n°t describe, another I shall describe, and the third be 
critical at. And I care not greatly if I begin with the 
Jast first. Sea Wormwood is good for something, 
because God made nothing in vain. Near the sea 
People live, therefore it is more fitting for their bodies 
becauso nourished by the same air ; and this I had 
tr°m Dr. Reason. In whoso body Dr. Reason dwells 
?ot, dwells Dr. Madness ; and ho brings in his brethren, 
fb- Ignorance, Dr. Folly, and Dr. Sickness; and these 
together make way for Dr. Death, and the latter end of 
that man is worso than the beginning. Pride was tho 
cause of Adam’s fa ll; Pride begato a daughter; I do 
n°t know the father of it, unless tho Devil, but she 
cbtistoned it and called it Appetite. Tho tender 
mercies of God being ovor all his works, hath, by an 
eternal Providonco, planted it by tho sea side. Tho 
eternal God, when ho Created tho Creation, made ouo 
Part of it in continual dependency upon another part, 
becauso himself is only permanent.”

boi n̂^0r “ Yortues of Wormwood” we have: “ It 
bv ov^s Venus and her wanton girls produce,
m i Apathy,”  and Dr. Culpoper asks, “ Did God 
don ° crea ûros to do the Creation a mischief ?” He 
°f p8,not. answer his question, but rails at tho “ Collodg 
abo N s*c*an8 ” because they are “  too stately to learn 
 ̂ . }V°rnnvood; they say a mouso is under tho

fee/-1*011 k*10 Moon, and that’s tho reason they
(It f lQ n*8hk The bouse of tho Moon is Cancer.

* 8 are of tho same naturo with mice, but that they 
er a little bigger.) Mars reccivos his fall in Cancer; 
re ° 'Vormivood, being an herb of Mars, is a present 
•bcni 0̂r tb® bitings of rats and mice.” What 
Co btrovortihlo logic! Then comes an imaginary 

between Jupiter and Mars, which is a 
'y iarg°n and medley of words. He concludes 

°scription of Wormwood as follows:—
Ho that reads this, and understands what he reads, 10 bath a jewel of more worth than a diamond ; he that

Ji&derstands it not is little lit to givo physic....... There
j1®8 tho koy which will unlock tho 1 Cabbinet of Physick ’ :

have delivered it so plainly as I durst....... this shall livo
hen l am dead ; and thus I leave tho world, not caring 

e mlfpenny whether thoy liko or dislike it. Tho grave 
fiuals all men, and therefore shall equal mo with tho 

^nnces, until which time tho Eternal Providence is 
cr ino; then tho ill tongue of a prattling priest shall 
v<ir trouble mo, and so much for Wormwood.”

aHv°>.0'i d octor ! You saw through the priests, at 
Th ° 1

dineu°.- SOc°nd half of tho hook, Phdrmocopceia Lon- 
pt>ot)„ [fl °0Iitains an explanation of the qualities and 
"Coii *°a evcry “ Simple,”  virtues and uses of tho 
th0 0,bounds,” and all tho medicines that wore in 
prefnp J‘atin Dispensatory. There is an elaborate 
a phv°. . m tho printer, Peter Colo. Colo, himself 
that t}1Clan’ *n l°ng-winded phraseology, complains 

0 old physicians consulted with flesh and

blood rather than with “  the Nervous Divine Liquor.” 
After the style of the penny showman, he thus trots 
out his wares:—

“  Here in this book you have the Empercurs Pils, the 
Queen of Colens Plaister, the Countess Ointment, the 
Bishops Electuary, the Abbots Cordial Poudr: You 
have Medicaments invented by the Consultation of 
whol Colledgs of Physicians, Parliaments of Physicians, 
such as London Treacle, Syrup of Rhubarb, etc.”

Fancy a Parliament sitting in solemn conclave on 
the merits of treacle ! He goes on : “ Nay you have 
one Medicament invented by a King which if you 
take you have a King to be your Physician.” Under 
the heading “ Parts of Living Creatures and Excre­
ments” we have the “ brain of an hare being roasted, 
helps tremblings and prevents hair falling off. The 
head of a coal black cat being burnt to ashes in a 
new pot and some of tho ashes blown into the eyes 
cures blindness. The head of a young kite treated 
the same and a dram taken every morning cures the 
gout. Crabs eyes break the stone and open stop­
pings.......The lungs of a fox dried strengthen the
lungs.” (Many things are here printed quite unfit 
for reproduction to-day.) Tho “ scul ” of a man that 
was never buried, beaten to powder, and given 
inwardly, helps palsy; and tho “ small triangular 
bone in tho scul absolutely cures falling sickness so 
that it will never come again.” This appears so 
definite that the marvel is Mr. Cole ever gave for 
this ailment anything else. Oh, Mr. Cole, what a 
funny man you were! In those days they were 
always being possessed by the Devil, or bewitched ; 
so Mr. Cole tells us that if anyone bo so, put some 
quicksilver in a quill, “ stop’d close,” and lay it under 
the threshold of the door. Tho Cola treatment was 
certainly more merciful than the nearly drowning of 
tho insane obtaining at a later period, and both no 
doubt wore equally efficacious. Then wo are informed 
that “ Johns Wort born about ono keeps ono from 
being hurt by Devils.” As Freethinkers, wo can 
only hope John’s Wort flourishes in tho tropical 
regions prepared for us.

Under “ Mettals Minerals and Stones ” Dr. 
Culpeper says : “ Tho saphyr rosisteth Necromantick 
Apparitions,” in which case tho Psychical Research 
Society Bhould be informed; they might at least 
seek to circumvent the approach of any inquirer 
wearing sapphire jewellery. “  There is a stono of the 
bigness of a bean found in the gizzard of an old cock, 
which makes him that hare it beloved, constant and 
bold, valiant in fighting, beloved by women, potent in
the sports of Venus.......” This gizzard remedy
sounds a bit bizarre now—metaphorically sticks in 
our gizzard ; but why, if true, did not every man Jack 
of them carry one ? Then we are told that in ancient 
times, when men lived more in health, simples wero 
more in use; now compounds take tho chief place, 
and men are far more sickly than before, and tho 
opinion is often expressed that herbs, roots, and 
plants that grow near a man are more “ congrouous 
to his nature than any outlandish Rubbish whatso­
ever.” Perhaps there is a substratum of truth in 
this, Culpeper; but we elect to take it with a grain 
of chloride of sodium nevertheless.

Of “ Living Creatures” ho gives us—“ Snails with 
shells on their backs, the shells broken, and they 
boyled in spring wator, but not seumod at al, for tho 
scum will sink of itself, and the water drunk for 
consumption.” These snails must not be “  purged 
from their slime because man being made of slime of 
tho earth tho slimy substanco recovers him when ho 
is wasted.” There was no Society for the Pre­
vention of Cruelty to Animals in Dr. Culpeper’s 
time, or ho would have got six months for tho 
following:—

“  llaug a water snake by a striug through her tail 
over a vessel of water iuto which she may put her 
head, after some days she will vomit a stone, which 
dropping in the water will drink it al up, which being 
hung about the neck stops melancholly illusions.”

Under “ Oyntments ” we have :—
“  Oyntment of the Apostles, because of its twelve
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ingredients,....... it may justly merit such an Appelation,
as great Mountains in the Old Testament and great 
Cedars are called Cedars of God and Mountains of God 
by the Holy penman, without any imputation of blas­
phemy or undecency....... so to call this the Oyntment
of the Apostles and another Manus Christi savors of 
honor and adoration of Christ and his worthy Mes­
sengers. And he that called an approved excellent 
Plaister Gracia Dei did thereby piously acknowledg 
that the vertu of that Plaister did spring from God, and 
that it was of his meer grace and favor to aid the Inven­
tion and Application thereof.”

This last expression is quite Patent Office phraseology, 
and really sounds too modern.

“  Likewise he that finding the soveraigne refreshment 
and comfort of wood-sorrell in a burning Feaver called 
it Hallelu jah, Praise the Aerternal, was a pious person 
and exceedingly to be comended as wel quarrel with 
the Patriarch Jacob for anointing a stone and calling it 
the House of God and for building an Altar and calling 
it the God of Israel.”

There is a big heading with the word PLAISTERS, 
under which Culpeper admonishes his readers—also 
in special type—not to eat them. He says : “ I hope 
no body is so simple as to eat Plaisters.” This seems 
a standing proof of the general simplicity and blind 
credulity of his patients.

Amongst the recipes to have in hand are Flakes of 
Brass with Salt and Brimstone burnt to ashes, young 
Swallows, Hedgehogs, Frogs, Toads and Mice, burnt 
in a vessel, and the ashes kept for use, Thin flakes 
of Lead with Sulphur, the fresh Lungs of a Fox 
dried, etc.

The spelling of certain words is extraordinary, as 
Culpeper repeatedly spells certain words differently, 
and capitals are thrown in with a very free hand 
Altogether it is a book, as we have said, of excep­
tional interest to the Freethinker—although, of 
course, it would also be of interest to the thoughtful 
medical mind. There are occasional spaces unfilled 
with type, and these have been utilised for the 
written snatches of hymns and extempore appeals to 
the great God above. One such space has verses in 
shaky and infirm characters—probably a woman’s 
hand; the ink is now faded almost out of sight. 
This writing may, for what we know now, have been 
prompted by terror of the lay mind after diligent 
perusal of the dread and disgusting, and often useless, 
remedies of Dr. Culpeper, and tho characters rendered 
more tottery as a result of repeated dosing and 
drenching by him. Wo can imagine his treatment 
when it was at last proving fatal, being coupled with 
references to one greater than himself, tho Infinite 
and Omnipotent Physician who had ordainod Death 
and after this the Judgment. Hence tho fol­
lowing:—

•• O welcom to me Death and Grave
My deare Rederner is my Champion Bravo 
He is my Hop and Confidanc 
He is my Councelor both day and night 
Blessed Jesus Christ thee Implore 
Grant thy grase that I thee may adore 
Thy holy spirit take not away from me 
But still encrasc it to me hourly.”

Dr. Culpeper’s scientific definition of lightning is 
just worth quoting as showing the free and easy way 
in which he dealt in the bitter wort and the sorrel 
as infallible cures for ills for which ho largely failed 
to “ diagonisticate ” tho cause. It is—“ Sulphurious 
vapor being kept in tho cloud turns to real Fire.” 
Se non 6 vero, e ben trovato !

In the whole book Dr. Culpeper says not a word as 
to the all-important matter of diet. But perhaps it 
is just as well. For one trembles to think what 
personal acquaintance with him might have involved. 
An invitation to dine with him, for instance, might 
have meant a menu something like this: “  Puppy 
dogs newly whelped (“ oyl of whelps"), with cat's 
head served up with “ oyl of earthworms,” garnished 
with field mice, and with a sauce piquant of unmen­
tionable ingredients. This, or something liko it, 
seems a dish that shoves itself in front of us, as it 
were.

However, Dr. Culpeper is dead. A. F a g g .

Roasting Torrey-Alexander.
W e are living in a striking age from whatever aspect con­
sidered—an age of decadent creeds and changing standards. 
The historian of the future, in summing up the salien» 
characteristics of the present inhabitants of the United 
States, will no doubt classify them as the most restlessly 
progressive people, the greatest road, city and emp1̂  
builders that this world has known, and an essentially 
practical race. On the other hand, the amazing facility with 
which so intelligent a people submits to being exploited by any 
religious fakir or thaumaturgist that just happens along will 
not escape criticism from the Greens or Gibbons of future age®- 

It was refreshing to find the esteemed Public Ledger n°‘ 
long ago rejoicing, apparently, in certain strange discoveries 
and tidings of great joy that had been brought to tho good 
people of Philadelphia by a Doctor Torrey and a in1, 
Alexander, itinerant, “ evangelists ”  or “  missionaries,”
“  revivalists.”  For, while Philadelphia may possibly laea 
some of the briskness of New York and other largo cities, 
yet surely the marvels alleged to have occurred under 
Tiberius Ciesar should have reached that fair city by this 
time. They were stale news even when Constantine, led by 
his Empress Helena, promulgated an official religion for the 
Western Roman empire, only sixteen centuries ago, and since 
that time these wonders have certainly been exhaustively 
discussed in all their possible bearings on human society a3 
well as the proved interpolations in tho few passages of con­
temporary writers, which refer to them. Yet, notwithstand­
ing tho deductions (so contemptuous for certain forms o 
primitive beliefs) arrived at by masters of the human 
intellect— such men as John Stuart Mill, Spencer, Darwin, 
Huxley— at tho present moment, to our discredit bo it said 
among English-speaking races, the profession of “  Howbng 
Dervish ”  for which ignorance is a good qualification, is ou® 
of the most immediately profitable that even a get-rieh-qul° 
schemer can turn his attention to. ,

The good nows that Philadelphia was asleep and need0 
reviving reached tho ears of Doctor Torrey and those of fb° 
similarly inspired Mr. Alexander at an opportuno monien ,
and they very laudably hastened to introduce salvation to
tho city of brotherly love. A much wider field of effort has 
presented itself in France. And what may not liavo been 
lost to tho French population by tho absonco of tbcs° ‘ 
reverend gentlemen at this preciso juncture ? Tho govern­
ment and legislators of that country have been engaged f°r 
a year or more in a rough-and-tumble fight with ,l tl,u 
church ”  there ; indoed, that was a precious opportunity f°r 
our revivalists, cither as umpires or, better still, participant8 
in the fray. In tho absence of any such champions ‘ ‘ the 
church ”  over there has been worsted, and tho principal 
French nowspapors, with fow exceptions, aro congratulating 
tho government upon its victory.

In our own laud we appear slow in realising that cant an 
superstition are tho deadliest enemies of human progm88' 
Has education not sufficiently advanced among us to rondel 
Holy Ghosters, Dowieism, spook worship, and other sucb 
religious masquerades impossible ? What renders suck 
beliefs possible in tho first instance ? There lies tlm era* 
of tho problem. Thirty years ago, when Franco, still trem­
bling after her tremendous defeat by Germany, was being 
reorganised by such pure patriots as Oambetta and M. Thiel8’ 
Paul Bert, then minister of public instruction, addressed the 
chamber of deputies to the following effect: “ It is not °uf 
domestic discords, it is not England, nor oven tho trato® 
German legions that constituto tho greatest moñaco w 
Frenchmen and the prosperity of France, still bleeding frü‘u 
her wounds, but ‘ the man in black.’ ” His memorable word-’ 
have horno fruit. But as to tho vultures who, under 8 
clerical garb and under all kinds of denominations, lir 
allowed to impose on tho credulity of tho British or America® 
public without rostraiut, such as those woro not tolerated 1 
France, Germany, or Switzerland at any period, but wero aiuc^ 
able to tho law as rogues or impostors. The French miuibtor W® 
referring only to tho orthodox regular French clergy, g°°. 
enough for tho feudal ages of Europo, but now deemed miscm1-' 
vous, reactionary, and a breeder of debasing superstitious- 

Is there no lesson that our cultivated and more though“  j 
class of citizons can derive from this great French uatioUa, 
movement? For such it is. Are the “ shepherds” aU 
“ tub thumjpers,” the types so well portrayed by Cb®’-'® 
Dickens, forever to bo encouraged and go uurebukod by “ , 
press of this country? Wo must declino to believo 
Philadelphia was*aslcep and needed awakening by Boo 

.....  Alexander. The Reverend Doctor B® 1Torrey and Mr. 
chairman of the mission,

i t  jl i i u  x v u i e i i e u u  ^ ^

’ announced that tho total esp
were uo'

of “ tho revival” reached $40,000. The profits ” w' tlcir 
stated. In this kind of business they never are, nor 1 ^  
disposal. On a rough calculation it cost about a 
convert a Philadelphian. In Atlanta, tho next “ stand 
the two worthies, it no doubt costs much more. . >

— New York Commerc*tu
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The Tyneside Picnic.

August 5 we (the Stanley Branch) visited Marsden Rock 
r our Annual Picnic, where we were joined by the New- 

South Shields, and Hetton Branches of the N. S. S. 
o had an excellent program drawn up for the occasion, 

j ^'orc is no doubt that we would have had a very 
P oasant day but for an unfortunate accident that happened, 
otno of the West Stanley friends were about four or five 
undred yards from the end of the journey when the trap- 
afts broke, the occupants being thrown violently to the 

b’-ound, with the result that one little boy, who was with 
of the friends, had his arm broken, which, of course, 

a»ed the pleasure for the rest of the day.
.• ,.e saf down to tea about 4.30 in the Grotto, and did full 
jj 1 'ce the grand repast placed before us. Afterwards we 
of Ara V61̂  snccessful meeting under the able chairmanship 
tor* r' keacocbi °t South Shields, who, after a few introduc- 
p J Remarks, called upon Mr. Mitchell, of Newcastle, to pro- 
the°N ° fo,lowiDS resolution : “  That we, the Freethinkers of 
Ed England, view with dissatisfaction the present
pr Ucâ ou Bill of the present Government, and hereby ex- 
St 88 our opinion that purely Secular Education in all 
of ;.0'suPP°rted schools is the only just and logical solution 
¡p. 10 Question, and that we view with great pleasure the 
■Sent °^0n *n ^ lc ncw code r̂om Hie Education Depart- 
Tlio ^le tcachi“ g rnoraiify apart from all religion.”  
Sta |'"eso' u*,'on was seconded by Mr. Hall Nicholson, of West 
Sev 67’ and supported by Mr. Elstob, of Newcastle, and 
Put t otller gentlemen present. The resolution, on being 
tnai ^ l0 Meeting, was carried unanimously. The chair- 
gia ) en ca'led upon Mr. John White, of the West Stanley 
jpg j ’ to propose the following resolution : “ That we, the 
apfj of the AVest Stanley, Newcastle, South Shields, 
Ajar jetton  Branches of the N. S. S., here assembled at 
®yni n H°ck tor their Annual Picnic, extend to Mr. Joseph 
and <iS a *Jearty welcome on his return to his native land, 
Cau l0P° that he will live long to grace the Freetliought 
Soul,0- The resolution was seconded by Mr. Chapman, of 
and ' and supported by Mr. AVright and others,
m0 ’ ,°u ueing put to tho meeting, was also carried unani- 

The chairman then closed the meeting, and, as it 
°Ur fUen 1 the time settled for our departure, wo liad to bid 

r,ends adieu and make preparations for our homewardioti;'tUoy.
J ohn W . W iiitk .

THE SOArEREIGNTY OF ETHICS.
¡pi^tain biases, talents, executive skills, are special to each 
o lv'dual; but tho high, contemplative, all absorbing vision, 
ar° 8011 se of Right and AVroug, is alike in all. Its attributes 
tlm SG.^'cx'stenco, eternity, intuition and command. It is 
ip° 1? illd of tho miud. AVo belong to it, not it to us It is 
isd mcn> ar>d constitute them men. In bad men it 
ll0 0r,lla>it, as health is in roon entranced or drunken ; but, 
ar.,1 ';Vf;r inoperative, it exists underneath whatever vices 
ras firr°rfn Tho oxtromo simplicity of this intuition embar- 
by ’ °Vcry attempt at analysis. A\7c can only mark, one 
adm;*0’ t,lc Perfections which it combines in every act. It 
ic.a ‘ H ot no appeal, looks to no superior essence. It is the 
for, ”“ 0.1 «lings. The antagonist nature is tho individual, 
Avhira.yato a Unite body of exact dimensions, with appetites 
thom' âk° fro,n everybody else what they appropriate o 
the !n v V08' and would enlist tho entiro spiritual faculty of 
the ” <' lvi(1"al, if it were possible, in catering for them. On 
»Hind Petual conflict between tho dictate of this universal 
biotai .the wishes and interests of tho individual, tho 

omciplino of life is built.— Emerson.

ilv ’’r gpAs are as avaricious as old ago could mako thom. 
b iiicif^1’« '0»  that starts up, beyond Persia, takes only as 
Purs'trut'i to stand upon as will raise her safely to men s 
is Porir . bo Egyptian priests liavo extensive lands ; t ica 
Sacrif.„ 1,1 Soil: thero is re<iuisito to have oracles too and 
this rpy ôld and cattle, oil aud milk, wax and honey. If 

A'^on should bo succeeded by another, as it must be 
^ tlnisil<\frau<i is ,aid °Pcn> the populace will follow those 
help u sts throw down tho images of tho goas, and will 
Phceo GIU next morning to raiso up others in the samo 
^ d e  win* ° Von those elsewhere, differing but m name. 
Wterwai 1 at. first put on tho garment of Humility; aud soon 
^ ‘do’s ^  1 hum ility raiso up her sordid baldness out of 
under hliango in rituals is made purely for lucre, aud 

t nam°  of Reformation, comes only to break up a 
^ ‘th ,  1 [ or to pierco into an unexplored mine. Rohgion 
iroitl robbbegan in veneration for those who delivered you 
¡;av<) Cvbbor® i ‘ t will end in tho discovery that your temples 

A e jio ^ h o e n  the dens of them ,—Landor, “  Cyrus to

For my part, with the manifold directions in which my 
nature moves, I cannot be satisfied with a single mode of 
thought. As poet and artist I am a polytheist; on the 
other hand, as a student of Nature I am a pantheist—and 
both with equal positiveness. AVhen I need a God for my 
personal nature, as a moral and spiritual man, he also 
exists for me.— Goethe.

Matter and its movement are the ultimate factors to which 
all things maybe traced, whilst they themselves can be traced 
no further. They are the great X and Y, whose eternal and 
illimitable process constitutes the universe.— Buchner.

Verily there are rewards for our doing good to dumb 
animals, and giving them water to drink. An adulteress 
was forgiven who passed by a dog at a w ell; for the dog was 
holding out his tongue from thirst, which was near killing 
him ; and tho woman took off her boot, and tied it to the 
end of her garment, and drew water for the dog, and gave 
him to drink ; and she was forgiven for that act.— Mohammed.

THE SHIP OF LIFE.
AVhere lies the land to which the ship would go ? 
Far, far ahead, is all her seamen know.
And where the land she travels from ? Away,
Far, far behind, is all that they can say.
On sunny moons upon the deck’s smooth face, 
Linked arm in arm, how pleasant here to pace;
Or oc’r the stern reclining, watch below 
The foamiDg wake far widening as we go.
On stormy nights when wild north-westers rave, 
How proud a thing to fight with wind and wave 1 
The dripping sailor on the reeling mast 
Exults to bear, and scorns to wish it past.
AA’liere lies the land to which the ship would go? 
Far, far ahead, is all her seamen know.
And where the land she travels from ? Away,
Far, far behind, is all that they can say.

— Arthur Hugh Clough

Death is a cool and pleasant night,
Life is a sultry day,
'Tis growing dark— I ’m weary ;

For day has tired mo with his light.
Over my bed a far treo gleams,

There sings a nightingale ;
She sings of aught save love ;

I hear it even in my dreams.
_________ — Heine.

Nature and Mind—to Christians wo don’t speak so. 
Thonco to burn Atheists we Book so,
For such discourses very dangerous bo.
Naturo is Sin, and Mind is D ovil:
Doubt they beget in shameless revel,
Their hybrid in deformity.
Not so with u s !— Two only races 
Have in the Empire kept their places,
And prop the throne with worthy weight.
Tho Saints and Knights are they : together 
They breast each spell of thunder-weather,
And take for pay tho Church and State.

— Goethe's “  Faust ”  (Part II.).

FOUND OUT.
Come, let us damn him—ho has fallen—

He that a week ago 
AVas listed with the high aud mighty 

Is mean to-day and low.
AVo knew he lied and gouged aud cheated 

To gain his wrongful ends,
But ho was rich and wo wero flattered 

To be among his friends.
Come, let us damn him—bo is branded—

Tho law has brought him low—
Ho was as bad before— we knew it,

But it wasn’t proved, you know.
— S. E. Kiser.

A BUSY SAGE.
Solomon was making his summer preparations.
“  Think,”  he groaned, “  of the number of windows I have 

to close, cats to feed and letters to write while the Mrs. S.’s 
are away.”

Thus indeed did ho keep bachelor’s hall under difficulties.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday 
and be marked “  Lecture Notice,” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
Outdoor.

Bethnal Green B ranch N. S. S. (Victoria Park, near the 
Fountain) : 3.15 and 6, C. Cohen.

Camberweli. B ranch N. S. S. : Brockwell Park, 11.30, 3.15; 
and G, J. Kowney.

Kincsland B ranch N. S. S. (Ridlcy-road, Dalston) : 11.30, 
Mr. Davies, “ Are Wc Downhearted?”

North L ondon Branch N. S. S. (Parliament Hill, Hampstead):
3.30, F. A. Davies, a Lecture; 6.15, H. B. Samuels, “ Bible 
Morality.”

W est Ham B ranch N. S. S. (The Grove, Stratford): 7, Carl 
Quinn, “  The Death of Miracles.”

W est L ondon B ranch N. S. S. (Hyde Park, Marble Arch) :
11.30, Debate, Messrs. Schaller and Lawson, “  Is Atheism Superior 
to Christianity?”

Woolwich Branch N. S.S. (Beresford-square) : 11.30, W. J. 
Eamsey.

COUNTRY.
L iverpool Branch N. S. S. (Milton Hall, Daulby-street) : 

7, Mr. Stile, “ The Empire and its True Ideal.”
Mf.rthyr Vale B ranch N. S. S. (Ruskin Hall, Aberfau): 3, 

Debate, F. Honeybono and J. Edwards, “  The Efficacy of Prayer.” 
Mountain Ash B ranch N. S. S. (Glyde’s Restaurant, Com­

mercial-street) : G, W. H. Powell, “ Science and Religion.”
Porth B ranch N. S. S. (Secular Room, Town Hall); G.30, 

“  Is the Preaching of the Gospel an Honest Calling?”
W est Stanley Branch N. S. S. (4 Kip Hill) : 3.30, R. Bell, 

“  The Folly of Collecting Frozen Facts.”
Outdoor.

W ioan (Market Square): Every Tuesday night, at 7.45 p.m., a 
Lecture.

TRUE MORALITYi
Or The Theory and Practice of Neo-Malthusianism,

IS, I BELIEVE,

THE BEST BOOK
on this subject.

Superfine Large-paper Edition, 176 pages, with Portrait and Auto­
graph, bound in cloth, gilt-lettered, post free Is. a copy.

In order that it may have a largo circulation, and to bring it 
within the reach of the poor, I have issued

A POPULAR EDITION IN PAPER COVERS.
A copy of this edition post free for 2d. A dozen copies, for dis­

tribution, post free for one shilling.
The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, says: “ Mr.

Holmes’s pamphlet...... is an almost unexceptional statement
of the Neo-Malthusianism theory and practice....... and through­
out appeals to moral fooling.......The special value of Mr.
Holmos’s service to the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human 
well-being generally is just his combination in his pamphlet 
of a plain statement of tho physical and moral need for family 
limitation, with a plain account of the means by which it can bo 
secured, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites at tho 
lowest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthusian Leaguo, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. 
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in vory high terms. 

Orders should be sent to the author,
J. R. HOLMES, EAST HANNEY, WANTAGE.

Thwaites’ Liven Pills.
The Best Family Medicine in the World.

Will cure Liver, Kidney, and all Stomach Diseases effectually.
Good for Heart Troubles and Cardiac Complaints, Femalo 

Ailments, Anæmia.
Is. lid . and 2s. 9d. per Box.

Post free 14 or 33 stamps. Directions with each box.
G. THWAITES, Herbalist,

2, Church Bow, Stockton-on-Tees, and 
24, Linthorpe Boad, Middlesbrough. 

THWAITES’ LIVER PILLS are not Sugar-coated or got up to 
deceive, nor factory made, but are made from Herbs by a Herbalist 
of nearly 40 years’ experience in curing disease with Herbs and 

preparations from them.

THE BOOK OF GOD
IN THE LIGHT OF THE HIGHER CRITICISM. 

By G. W. F O O T E .

“  I have read with great pleasure yom Book of God. Yon ha^ 
shown with perfect clearness the absurdity of Dean Farrar 
position I congratulate yon on your book. It will do great g00 ’ 
because it is filled with the best of sense expressed with force a11 
beauty.” —Colonel Inoersoll.

‘ ‘ A volume we strongly recommend........Onght to bo in1
hands of every earnest and sincere inquirer.” —Reynolds's Nest 
paper.

Bound in Stout Paper Covers- - - - 1/- 
Bound in Good C l o t h ...........................2/-

B IB L E  H ER O ES.
By G. W. FOOTE.

Adam—N oah—Abraham—3 acob—Joseph—3 oseph ’ s B rethren^ 
Moses— Aaron — Joshua — Jephthah—Samson—Samuel—Sau 
David—Solomon — Job — Elijah— Elisha — Jehu — Daniel 1 
Prophets—Peter—Paul.

200 pages, Cloth, 2s. 6d.

INTERNATIONAL FREETHOUGHT CONGRESS-

A Photograph of the National Secular Society8 
Delegates taken beneath the Voltaire Statue 

in Paris, September, 1905.

Well Mounted for Framing, 15 by 20 ins.

ONLY A LIMITED NUMBER OF COPIES.

P r i c e  H A L F - A - C R O W N -
(Securely Packed and Post Free)

From—
T h e  Se c r e t a r y , N.S.S., 2 N e w c a s t l e -S t ., E-c '

Books Wanted for Office Purposes.
Prisoner for Blasphemy. The Dicgcsis, Robt. Tay’°r

PAMPHLETS. . t9
The Value of This F.arthly Life, E. B. Aveling. Any rami”  

by Joseph Symos. Or old Debates.

State condition and Prico—
T he Secretary, N. S. S.,

2 Ncwcastlc-strcct, E.O.

A NEW EDITION. NOW READY.
Colonel Ingersoll’s Last Lecture.

WHAT IS RELIGION;
An Address delivered beforo tho American Free Rclig'oUS 

Association at Boston, June 2, 1899.

Price Twopence.

Take a Road of Your Own
Or, Individuality and Mental Freedom 

By COLONEL R. G. INGERSOl'I'
PRICE ONE PENNY
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T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y ,
(LIMITED)

Company Limited by Guarantee.
Registered Office—2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.C. 

Chairman of Board of Directors—Mr. G. W. FOOTE. 
Secretary—E. M. VANCE (Mias).

Bia 8ooiety was formed in 1898 to afford legal security to tho 
acquisition and application of funds for Secular purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society's 
^“jects are :—To promote the principle that human conduct 

ould be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super- 
atural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper 

,p °f all thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry.
0 Promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com- 

PIete secularisation of the State, etc., eto. And to do all such 
,â l  things as are conducive to such objects. Also to have, 
0I"> receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised, 

°r bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of 
be purposes of the Society.

■the liability of members is limited to £1, in case the Society 
•»old ever be wound up and the assets were insufficient to cover 
p ities—a most unlikely contingency.
Members pay an entrance fee of ton shillings, and a subsequent 

ycS,rly subscription of five shillings.
. Ibe Society has a considerable number of members, but a much 
®rger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be 
sained amongst those who read this announcement. All who join 
!■ Participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of 

resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa- 
°n that no member, as such, shall derive any sort cf profit from 
be Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in 
n,y way whatever.
Ahe Society's affairs are managed by an elected Board of 
Hectors, consisting of not less than five and not more than 

Welve mombers, ono-third of whom retire (by ballot) each year,

but are capable of rs-eleotion. An Annual General Meeting of 
members must bo held in London, to receive the Report, elect 
new Directors, and transact any other business that may arise.

Being a duly registered body, the Secular Society, Limited, 
can receive donations and bequests with absolute security. 
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to make 
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favor in their 
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension 
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The executors 
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary course of 
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in 
connection with any of the wills by which the Society has 
already been benefited.

The Society’s solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battcock 23 
Rood-lane, Fenchurch-street, London, E.C.

A Form of Bequest.—The following is a sufficient form of 
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators:—“ I give and
11 bequeath to tho Secular Society, Limited, the sum of £ ------
11 free from Legacy Duty, and I direct that a receipt signed by 
"two members of the Board of the said Society and the Secretary 
“ thereof Bhall be a good discharge to my Executors for the 
“ said Legacy.”

Friends of the Society who have remembered it in their wills, 
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary of 
the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will 
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential. This is not necessary, 
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, and 
their contents have to be established by competent testimony.

THE BIBLE HANDBOOK
FOR

FREETHINKERS AND INQUIRING CHRISTIANS
EDITED BY

G. W. FOOTE a n d  W. P. BALL
A New Edition, Revised, and Handsomely Printed

CONTENTS:
Part I.—Bible Contradictions. Part II.—Bible Absurdities. Part III.—Bible Atrocities. 

part IY.—Bible Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities, Broken Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies.
above four useful parts, convenient for the pocket, may be had separately, F o u r p e n c e  E a c h , or the 

whole, bound in one volume, Is. 6d .; Best Edition, bound in cloth, 2s. 6d. (Postage 3d.)
T “  This is a volnmo which wo strongly commond to all intorostod in tho study of tho Judaic-Christian Scriptures.

is oditod by G. W. Footo and W. P. Ball, and Publishod by tho Frccthought Publishing Company, 2 Nowcastlo-stroct, 
"arringdon-stroot, London, E.C., prico Is. 6d. Indood, wo cannot concoivo any Christian as having a faith worth 
togarding unless lio has studied this rcmarkablo volumo. Teachers in Sunday and elemontary schools will find it of 
sPocial valuo as an aid to tho exposition of tho Christian religion from a thoughtful and critical standpoint. It is a 
Perfect army of facts and comparisons. Sinco 1888 it has boon tho standard volumo of tho subject with which it doals, 
aQ<! its popularity is emphasised by tho fact that tho public havo demanded a new edition.” — Reynolds's Newspaper.

Under the Ban of the London County Council.
t h e  p o p u l a r  e d i t i o n

(Revised and Enlarged)
OF

“ BIBLE ROMANCES’’
G, W. F O O T E

With a Portrait of the Author
0x Reynolds’s Newspaper says:— “  Mr. G W. Footo, chairman of tho Socnlar Society, is well known as a man of 
°Dl'i 10nal ability. His Bible Romances havo had a largo sale in tho original edition. A popular, revised, and 
str + °d*tion, at tho prico of 6d., has now been pablishod by tho Pionoor ProsR, 2 Ncwcastlo-stroot, Farringdon- 
0j j ’ London, for tho Secular Society. Thus, within tho reach of almost overyono, tho ripest thought of tho leaders 

Modern opinion aro being placed from day to day.”

144 Large Double-Column Pages, Good Print, Good Paper
S I X P E N C E  — N E T

(Post Free, 8d)
t UB PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.
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NOW READY.

FROM FICTION TO FACT.
By FRED.  B O N T E .

(LATE A PRISON MINISTER.)

BEING THE HISTORY OF A 'CONVERSION FROM CATHOLICISM TO ATHEISM.

Reprinted from the FREETHINKER, with complete revision, and extensive additions.

Sixty-Four Pages. Price ONE PENNY.
ORDER OF YOUR NEWSAGENT AT ONCE.

THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET LONDON, E.C.

WORKS BY G. W . FOOTE.
ATHEISM AND MORALITY 2d., post Jd.
BIBLE AND BEER. Showing the absurdity of basing 

Teetotalism on the Christian Scriptures. Careful, thorough, 
and accurate. Freethinkers should keep this pamphlet by 
them. 4d., posted.

BIBLE HANDBOOK FOR FREETHINKERS AND IN­
QUIRING CHRISTIANS. A new edition, revised and 
handsomely printed. Cheap edition, paper cover, Is. Gd. ; 
cloth 2s. 6d., post 2£d.

BIBLE HEROES. New edition. Each part, paper Is., post Id. 
Superior edition (200 pages), complete, cloth, 2s. Gd., 
post 2Jd.

BIBLE ROMANCES. Popular edition, with Portrait, paper 
Gd., post 2Jd. Superior edition (1G0 pages), cloth 2s., 
post 2Jd.

CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS. Second and cheaper 
edition. Recommended by Mr. Robert Blatcliford in God
and hy Neighbor. Id., post id.

CHRISTIANITY AND SECULARISM. Four Nights’ Public 
Debate with the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Paper, Is. ; 
cloth Is. Gd., post 2d.

RIMES OF CHRISTIANITY. Hundreds of references aro 
given to standard authorities. No pains have been spared to 
make the work a complete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable 
Indictment of Christianity. The Tree is judged by its 
Fruit. Cloth (244 pp.), 2s. Gd., post 3d.

COMIC SERMONS AND OTHER FANTASIAS. 8d., post Id.
DARWIN ON GOD. Containing all the passages in the works 

of Darwin hearing on the subject of religion. Gd., post Id.
DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH. Three hours’ Address to tho 

Jury before Lord Coleridge. With Special Preface and 
many Footnotes. 4d., post Id.

DROPPING THE DE V IL: and Other Free Church Per­
formances. 2d., post id.

FLOWERS OF FREETHOUGHT. First Series, cloth, 2s. Gd., 
post 3d. Second Series, cloth 2s. Gd., post 3d.

GOD AT CHICAGO. A useful Tract. Per 100. Gd., post 4d.
GOD SAVE THE KING. An English Republican’s Coronation 

Notes. 2d., post Id.
HALL OF SCIENCE LIBEL CASE, with Full and True 

Account of the “  Leeds Orgies.” 3d., post Id.
INFIDEL DEATH-BEDS. Second edition, much enlarged. 

8d., post Id. Superfine paper in cloth, Is. 3d., post l^d.
INTERVIEW WITH THE DEVIL. 2d., post id.
IS SOCIALISM SOUND? Four Nights’ Public Dehato with 

Annie Besant. Is., post ljd . ; cloth, 2s., post 2£d.
IS THE BIBLE INSPIRED? A Criticism of Lux Mundi. 

Id., post ¿d.
INGERSOLLISM DEFENDED AGAINST ARCHDEACON 

FARRAR. 2d., post £d.
JOHN MORLEY AS A FREETHINKER. 2d., post id.
LETTERS TO THE CLERGY. (128 pp.). Is., post 2d.
LETTERS TO JESUS CHRIST. -Id., post id.

LIE IN FIVE CHAPTERS ; or, Hugh Price Hughes’ Con­
verted Atheist. Id., post id.

MRS. BESANT’S THEOSOPHY. A Candid Criticism. 
2d., post Jd.

MY RESURRECTION. A Missing Chapter from tho Gospel 
of Matthew. 2d., post id.

PECULIAR PEOPLE. An Open Letter to Mr. Justice Will3- 
Id., post id.

PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM. 3d., post id.
REMINISCENCES OF CHARLES BIIADLAUGH. Gd” 

post Id.
ROME OR ATHEISM? The Great Alternative. 3d., post Id-
ROYAL PAUPERS. Showing what Royalty does for the 

People and what the People do for Royalty. 2d., post id.
SALVATION SYRUP; or, Light on Darkest England. "  

Reply to General Booth. 2d., post ¿d.
SECULARISM AND THEOSOPHY." A Rejoindor to Mr3- 

Besant. 2d., post Jd.
THE BOOK OF GOD, in the Light of tho Higher Criticism. 

With Special Reference to Dean Farrar’s Apology. Paper- 
Is .; cloth, 2s., post 2d.

THE GRAND OLD BOOK. A Reply to the Grand Old M#m 
An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone 
Impregnable Hock of Holy Scripture. I s .; bound in cloth. 
Is. Gd., post ljd .

THE BIBLE GOD. 2d., post id.
THE ATHEIST SHOEMAKER and tho Rev. Hugh Price 

Hughes. Id., post $d.
THE IMPOSSIBLE CREED. An Open Letter to Bishop 

Magee on the Sermon on tho Mount. 2d., post Jd.
THE SIGN OF THE CROSS. A Candid Criticism of Mr- 

Wilson Barret’s Play. Gd., post lid .
THE DYING ATHEIST. A Story. " Id., post id.
THEISM OR ATHEISM? Public Debate between C - . 4 

Foote and the Rev. W. T. Leo. Verbatim Report, rovis 
hy both Disputants. Well printed and neatly boun 
Is., post lid .

THE NEW CAOLIOSTRO. An Open Letter to Madam« 
Blavatsky. 2d., post id.

THE JEWISH LIFE OF CHRIST. Being the Sepher ToldoU' 
Jeshu, or Book of the Generation of Jesus. Edited, with a 
Historical Preface and Voluminous Notes, by G. W. P°ot 
and J. M. Wheeler. Gd., post Id.

THE PASSING OF JESUS. The Last Adventures of tbe 
First Messiah. 2d., post id. .

WAS JESUS INSANE ? A Searching Inquiry into tho Mo»14 
Condition of tho Prophet of Nazareth. Id., post id.

WHAT IS AGNOSTICISM? With Observations on HuM«^ 
Bradlaugh, and Ingersoll, and a Reply to George J®c 
Holyoake ; also a Defence of Atheism. 3d., post id.

WHO WAS THE FATHER OF JESUS ? 2d., post id.
WILL CHRIST SAVE US? Gd.. post Id.

The Pioneer Press 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, London, E.C.
Printed and Published by Tax F bxituodght P cbmbiiino Co., Limited, 2 Newcastlc-strcet, Farringdon-street, London, E.0-


