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Those who envy or calumniate great men hate God, tor 
tkere is no other God— William Blake.

England and  God.

t Ne says somewhere that when an Englishman 
taji 8 Politics he may utter good sense, but when he 

8 religion he is pretty certain to utter absurdity, 
tvn' °P ^^ilkinson is evidently one of Heine’s 
^ v.Ca,l Englishmen. He had a long letter in Tuesday’s 
j Express under the heading of “ Are we becoming 
dig8 re^glous ? ” This is one of the summer holiday 

onssions which newspapers get up as a matter of 
ha8ln°88, ^  will be dropped as soon as the Express 

j important matter to fill its columns, 
cir ?rea^ah8 have always been common in religious 
j c. 08>and Bishop Wilkinson is one of them. He 
rea FeS- Hnglan  ̂ i9 going to the dogs. The 
8jj' s°n is that she has forgotten God. And unless 

.r®turns to her old-fashioned worship of the 
rj'ghty her doom is sealed.

Sort0st °f our readers, wo dare say, have heard that 
is n Ibing frequently enough before. Certainly it 
e0 °. new. Probably it is not true. But as promin- 
as ° 'l8 ®!ven to Bishop Wilkinson’s jeremiad we may 
a give it a little of our attention. We are like 
or<j!i1Ceman w^0 t*as to attend to drunk and dis- 
job°K persons. He doesn’t particularly like the 
deeo t ^as got to do it in the interest of public 
pj0 n°y* _ In the same way, we have no particular 

8tlre 'n attending to Bishop Wilkinson’snonsenso; 
infoiV1Grê y undertake tho job in the interest of 

tellectual sanity.
Enrri'0 e?ting God’s government and guidance ” is 
“wp^û  8 Prinoipal sin. Her second sin is using 
as ^ ^  and prosperity selfishly and badly.” But 
that p fead the worthy Bishop’s jeremiad wo find 
disc • ngiand,8 second sin is only her first sin in 
•namf6, wiU> therefore, get on the Bishop’s

track immediately. This is how ho starts:—
 ̂ The latest development of tlio first of theso—and 
y far the most fatal and far-reaching to us as a 

ah i°n—'s t° he found in tho present attempt to 
ohsh roligious teaching in the schools of this coun- 

j, step which, if taken, will provo as disastrous 
0 our nation as it has proved in France, Australia, 

^  U'erica, and elsewhere.”
\Vi}ĵ rap aPh like that shows what folly Bishop 
doeg1?8011 *s capable of writing. What on earth 
rejig- mean by tho present attempt to abolish 
E oesT  teaching in the schools of this country ? 
Bill r y ,reIer to the Education Bill ? Under this 
schoo] Î ’.ous teaching will go on in one-half tho 
Wifi q directly at the nation’s expense, and it 
r e c u f  °n in the other half of the schools indi- 
C  at„ <*0 nation’s expense. Under Clause I. 
Clause H* ')0 " ®imPi0 Unfit) Teaching," and under 
by p. IV. there will be denominational teaching 
an attUr°°men’ Catbolics, and Jews. To call this 
of Coln^Ijj ab°hsh religious teaching is worthy

in war°  ̂^bbinson is something worse than foolish 
taken p 'n  ̂ us against the disaster that has over- 
g°'luck rance» Australia, America, and that happy- 

1 805  ̂ ^ aee caHed “ elsewhere.” What is the

disaster that has overtaken America? We should 
like to have it specified. What is the disaster that 
has overtaken France ? We should like to have that 
specified too. It is very odd that Bishop Wilkinson 
finds the hand of God to he especially heavy on the 
very two nations with whom this country is culti­
vating tho best understanding and the closest 
intimacy. According to this reverend gentleman— 
if he means what he says, or even understands what 
he says—England has fallen into very bad company. 
She has selected the wrong friends. With France 
on one side, and America on the other, she is dancing 
along the primrose path to the everlasting bonfire.

What the Bishop (of God knows where) is driving 
at is suggested by the word “ Australia.” He means, 
we take it, that Secular Education prevails over 
there, and has led to awful consequences. But it 
does not prevail over there. It only prevails in one 
colony—Victoria; and, curiously, there is less crime, 
and more rapidly diminishing crime, in Victoria than 
in any other colony in the Australian Commonwealth. 
And by far the larger number of criminals in Victoria 
are of foreign birth—most of them coming from 
Great Britain and Ireland, where religious education 
has always been the order of the day.

Secular Education has prevailed in Japan for 
forty years. But our episcopal Jeremiah was too 
shrewd to mention Japan. He must have felt that 
a lot of Englishmen would wish that their own 
country suffered from half her complaint. And 
quite obviously, as pious logic goes, the hand of 
God is not heavy on Japan; for in fair, stand-up 
fight—which seems to bo the great test that Bishop 
Wilkinson recognises—she has crushingly defeated 
tho biggest Christian nation in the world,

England is very wicked, according to Bishop 
Wilkinson, in telling God that she can get on very 
well without him. Well, Japan has got on very 
well without God; and tho object-lesson is too 
fresh for this country to tremble at the Bishop’s 
torrible warning.

Nations that toll God they can do Without him 
decline and fall. In support of this statement, while 
saying not a word about Japan, tho Bishop is garru­
lous about ancient Israel. “ All tho vast wealth and 
prosperity of tho days of Solomon,” ho says, “ declined 
and fell till a foreign power came and took away the 
remnant, and the people, too, who were once tho 
possessors of it.” Such is episcopal ancient history 
—and it is enough to make a well-educated porson 
roar with laughter. Tho “ wealth ” of Solomon is a 
monstrously absurd fiction. And what was tho 
“ prosperity ” of Israel ? Tho simple truth is that 
tho Jows wore an insignificant people, who enjoyed 
a brief political independence by a kind of historical 
accident, and lost it directly one of the really great 
Powers chose to stretch out its paw over the land of 
Palestine.

Bishop Wilkinson shines still more as a philosopher 
—in the episcopal way—when he deals with England’s 
immupity from foreign invasion. Listen to this :—

“ No country in all the world has been so blessed by 
God in times past as England. We have not seen the 
disasters that other countries have seen—famines, pes­
tilences, and tho sword. We have never seen a victorious 
foreign army marching along our highways desolating 
our country, requisitioning the produce from our land to 
feed a foreign foe, as was seen just thirty-six years ago 
in unhappy France. From these and such horrors that
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have fallen upon every other nation under Heaven, and 
more or less upon every European country also during 
the last century, God has mercifully preserved us.”

How easy it is to speak and write without 
thinking ! The clergy do this habitually. And the 
crowd think that because the words are fluent the 
sense is sound; whereas we have Shakespeare’s 
word for it that a man may talk “ an infinite deal of 
nothing.”

The late Lord Salisbury used to advise people to 
“ look at the map.” We tender the same advice to 
Bishop Wilkinson. A glance at the map will show 
him that England’s immunity from foreign invasion 
is simply a matter of geography. She is protected 
by the “ ditch ” which separates her from France 
Without it she would be merely a small extension of 
the continent of Europe. It was that “ ditch,” and 
not the invincible valor of England’s soldiers, that 
kept her from being submerged by Napoleon’s great 
wave of conquest. He would have overrun England, 
as he overran Germany, Austria, Italy, and Spain, if 
it were not for the winds and waves from behind 
which she could bid him defiance.

The gap in the chalk is the secret of England’s 
security. It has no more to do with God than it 
has to do with the Man in the Moon.

Bishop Wilkinson echoes Father Vaughan’s denun 
ciation of the vices of the “ smart set.” But the 
“ smart set ” are not England. They may be per­
fectly rotten and yet England may be sound enough. 
There were always froth at the top and dregs at the 
bottom; what does it really matter if there is plenty 
of good, honest liquor in between ? “ Betting and
gambling and selfish luxury ” may be bad enough, 
but they are not easily measurable. We can measure 
“ intemperance,” however, and in this respect Eng­
land is not growing worse, but better. Wherever 
the Bishop’s statements can be tested they are false­
hoods. Our concluding advice to him, therefore, is to 
cultivate at least a nodding acquaintance with the
truth’ G. W. Foote.

Does A theism  S a tis fy ?
---- ♦----

“ DOES Atheism satisfy the cravings of human 
nature ?’’ was a question asked me at the con­
clusion of one of my recent lectures. My reply 
was that it satisfied me; and, as I had no cause 
to suppose that I was a marked abnormality, there 
seemed no reason why it should not satisfy others. 
The answer did not appear to satisfy the questioner 
—a result not unusual in such cases—yet it seemed 
then, and seems now, as good an answer as I could 
give. For satisfaction must ultimately be a per­
sonal matter, although there is a wider aspect con­
nected therewith. From one point of view the 
question of satisfaction is much a question of 
whether one likes tea or coffee, ginger-beer or 
whiskey, and the preference, one way or other, 
is simply an indication of taste. But, from another 
standpoint, there is involved large questions of 
philosophy, of the desirable and the undesirable, 
the essential and the transient in human nature.

A great deal obviously depends on what we are 
looking for, and, to a smaller extent, upon the kind 
of human nature we are dealing with. A human 
nature that is constitutionally unreflective and 
superstitious, that has been fed upon religious 
legends, and accustomed to the use of religious 
language, is, of course, not likely to be violently 
attracted to a view of life that puts superstition 
on one side and strives for exactitude of speech. 
But, then, neither does the confirmed inebriate 
show any marked partiality for tea, coffee, or 
ginger-beer, although it is not usual to cite his 
repugnance as proof of the undesirability of these 
articles. Also, if one comes to Atheism with the 
belief in a heaven and a hell, in gods, angels, and 
devils, with all that these involve, and demands 
objects for their expression, then, of necessity, 
failure is assured. For Atheism has none of those

long
con-

of
no

things, although, as will be seen later, it does 
offer objects for a great many of the feeling3 
hitherto largely associated with religion.

For, to Atheism, all these beliefs are artificial" 
not in the sense of not being perfectly natural once 
given the conditions of their origin and develop' 
ment, but in that of corresponding to no reality» 
in being engendered by ignorance and error, and 
kept alive by more or less interested instruction 
in the teeth of later and more accurate knowledge- 
Neither the belief in a god, nor a soul, nor in a 
hereafter, arise from present-day knowledge, nor 
do they spring from present-day needs. They are 
all heritages from a far-off past, and have 
since ceased to bear any useful relation to 
temporary life. Atheism does not, therefore, seek 
to satisfy every demand that may be put forward 
by an ill-regulated or badly-directed human nature, 
but only to disentangle the true from the false, tb® 
essential from the non-essential, and, if possible» 
guide life along more profitable lines than it bas 
hitherto followed.

The notion that there are certain religious feel' 
ings which must be satisfied is part of a carefully* 
fostered delusion as widespread as it is false. ^ 0 
only element of reality about it is the feelings them- 
selves, and these are exploited in the interest of religi°D' 
For the whole truth is that there are no such things 
as religious feelings, any more than there are astro­
nomical feelings or geological feelings. There are 
religious beliefs only; and these must, like all other 
beliefs, look for justification elsewhere than to a 
vague appeal to equally vague feelings. There is 
not one of the feelings associated with religi°nS 
beliefs that is not properly associated with non- 
religious objects. The desire for a future life lS 
nothing more than an illegitimate extension 
the will to live to a sphere in which it has 
proper application. Fear and love, associated with 
the belief in God, are obviously not essentially 
religious. The desire for communion with God 
or Jesus is just as plainly an expression of the 
social or gregarious instincts of human nature again 
diverted from its legitimate sphere of operation- 
Nor is it without significance that those feelings are 
apt to be strongest with those whoso circumstances 
do not admit of their complete expression in rela­
tion to their fellow human beings. The exaggerated 
affection for cats, dogs, or other animals, by childless 
and unmarried people, is so plainly the result of their 
feelings finding expression in the direction nearest to 
hand, as to need little or no proof. It is equally true 
in relation to religion—a truth that gives the reason 
for the tendency of all religious movements to favor 
celibacy rather than matrimony, and to encourage 
habits of solitary meditation. In all these cases 
religious beliefs are, so to speak, exploiting natural 
human feelings, which, if satisfied elsewhere, would 
leave nothing to which religious beliefs could appeal- 

What, for instance, would be the attraction of a 
future life to a people who could bo sure of a 
sufficiency of lifo here ? What strength would there 
be in an appeal to “ Divine Justice ” in a world where 
justice was omnipresent and satisfying ? What room 
would there be for any religious beliefs in a world 
where human nature was completely instructed and 
ideally perfect ? Religions only maintain a place iu 
human, life by appealing to the partly-satisfied 
instincts and desires of humanity, and gives a 
transient satisfaction at the expense of a more 
complete realisation. Of course the process is not 
always conscious, even with religious leaders, still 
less so in the case of the rank-and-file. These, iu 
transferring natural instincts to supernatural objects, 
are not lying, they simply misunderstand the nature 
of the feelings by which they are moved. And it is 
plainly not to the interest of religious leaders that 
their followers should be encouraged in more accurate 
habits of self-analysis.

Having thus cleared the ground, one need only ask 
again, Why should not Atheism satisfy the legitimate 
needs of human nature ? “ J. B.” of the Christian 
World asserts that “ Atheism is refuted by the con*
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of the soul,” which is just one of those full 
outhed meaningless sentences so dear to the 
■gious mind and therefore hailed as profound piety.

• cot>rse if one packs an inconceivable “ soul ” with 
¡Possible “ contents ” it may well be that this will 

o square with Atheism. But to say that Atheism 
v square with essential facts is downright 

For not only does Atheism ask to be 
in iV ^  facts al°ne> but no one has yet succeeded 

^covering a single fact with which it cannot be 
yuared. The existence of the belief in a God is no 

fa t t  b̂e contraiT I f°r Atheism does not deny the 
fie -°/ belief, it explains its existence, and justi- 
j 8 y8eF by tracing the conditions of the origin and 
inat'°PDlent i°rms of deistic belief. Feelings, 
soc'1?^8’ an  ̂^esfres developed during the course of 
rel'1- evo ûl'lon form the raw material upon which 

‘g10̂  are built, and after the superstructure is 
and f6̂  away> fbe foundations remain just as solid 

tar more serviceable than before.
Wh T • ^ g^ t even return the question and ask, 
satAf 18 ^ *n human nature that Atheism will not 
an lsfy ? It does not deny the reality or the value of 
the" v*r ÛGS > on fbe contrary, it emphasises
tho*A ,1EnPortanco and significance. It is true that 
SQ Oboist would arrange the virtues according to a 
Ch -ey. different scale of value to that adopted by 
a / 1S”anity, but that is about all. He would place 

e*U less emphasis on self-sacrifice, and a deal more 
o fti “elf-development. Ho would have less to say 

lae charity of mere almsgiving, and more about 
hoH  ̂ of sympathetic help and intellectual

Pjality. The group of instincts that cluster 
na fbe family, instead of being treated as a mark 

tho°Ur ■" *aben human nature ” would be regarded as 
8J) . s°b from which nearly all the other virtues 

lag* Above all, instead of going through life con- 
of rn *luabing over a supposed probable dissolution 
Ath -rality’ ^be larger knowledge that accompanies 
¡s a ei8m would make it plain that such a dissolution 
°f m e>0r m̂P0S8ibility. For morality is the condition 
and an 8 conf*nue  ̂existence in an associated state, 
Th ?an only disappear when society itself disolvos. 
bo in rQth then, that instead of Atheism belittling
I t ; an na ûre it is enhanced and made supremo, 
a th 8Urely 0110 °f the curiosities of controversy that 
Weakly wbich proclaims that human nature is too 
if c . 8̂ and alone, and too poor to deserve respect 
trav°ns^ Gre<i in itself, should charge those who 

,arse this position with belittling mankind and 
r° y  g it of its dignity.
roall *8 r̂ue mora ŝ bolds true of all else. It is 

y too late in the day for Christian preachers and 
Wer °r,S as though goodness, beauty, and truth
Tke° In somo special manner religious possessions. 
si«mi ar° n°^her religious nor anti-religious, they are 
a8 J? y human, and human nature loses or benefits 
oftou°y ato ill or well appreciated. You cannot, it is 
you K Said, build life on mere Atheism. Neither can 
n. n_ ,Ulld life on mere Theism. Neither tho belief in
a God, nor a reasoned disbelief in a God, aro of great 
^sequence in themselves. It is the implications 
"Oorofrom that become of profound importance. Tho 
réclusions drawn from the belief in God have for 
aQudreds of generations kept human nature in chainsO y  i  .  v" -  ( j v u c i a i u i u u o  —  — ------------------------------------------------------------------_ -----------

doyei r̂ .1Dg useless and obstructive customs, and 
pro *°P1Dg habits of mind more or less inimical to 
c°nbcie8?- From tho belief in God was drawn the 
8ecref1S1°n ^ a t  it was wrong to enquire into tho 
desir 8 nature, unlawful to gratify legitimate 
8nar es’ that happiness was a delusion, progress a 
Bo p ’ and that man’s chief duty was to placate a 
The r̂ a*'Urai power incensed with its own handiwork. 
it6e]f Kr° ^ sbelief in a deity may not seem much in 
deiu • >Û ^ certainly involves a rejection of all those 
and tl°n8 b̂at have been like a cramp in tho intellect 
of fu ? heart for so long ; while not the least valuable 
thath lrnPbcations to be drawn from this position is 
c°-on GtDan development is due to human industry and 
Ub saf i '*0n’ and that the forces that have carried 
Us still £ 8thfar raa  ̂ reasonably be trusted to carry 

er' C-i Cohen

H as C hrist F a iled ?
— «—

There are moments when the Rev. Frank Ballard 
is profoundly honest and straightforward. It will 
be remembered that in a much-quoted sermon, 
preached some time ago at Oxford, he frankly 
admitted, with deep sorrow, that up to the present 
time Christianity has been a practical failure in 
the world. One hearer confessed that he did not 
enjoy that sermon, but he was bound to add that 
it was terribly true. To outsiders, it seems im­
possible that anyone could face the facts of life 
in Christendom during the Christian centuries with­
out being compelled to agree with Mr. Ballard. 
That Mr. Ballard seldom agrees with himself may 
be quite true; but with that aspect of the case we 
are not now concerned. The only relevant point 
just now is that few clergymen can be found who 
are prepared to give public expression to their 
agreement with Mr. Ballard, while the great 
majority of them are in the habit of publicly 
asserting, whether they privately believe it or not, 
that Christ has always been a stupendous success. 
Let us examine this assertion in order to ascertain 
whether or not there is any truth in it.

The Rev. T. Vincent Tymms, D.D., is a scholarly 
and temperate divine, who states his views calmly 
and methodically. In a recent sermon on “ Tho 
Private Relationships of Christ," ho discusses the 
subject under consideration. Now, even according 
to the Gospels, nothing is more evident than that, 
during his lifetime, the number of Christ’s genuine 
disciples was never large. From first to last the 
bulk of the people remained unbelievers. This was 
a source of great grief to him, and sometimes it 
made him angry, and caused him to denounce his 
contemporaries in extremely scathing terms. In 
John vii. 5 we read that “ even his brethren did not 
believe on him.” On the assumption that he was 
God’s Word become flesh, and that tho Word was 
only another name for God, this failure of Christ to 
convince, not only his own nation, but his own 
family, that he was a Divine Being, seems wholly 
inexplicable. His brothers remonstrated with him, 
saying, “ If you are what and whom you represent 
yourself to bo, why do you not show yourself to tho 
world ?” His only answer was, “ Tho time for that 
is not yet." The taunt of tho brothers was perfectly 
justifiable, and the reply of Jesus is eminently true, 
oven to this day. “ My time is not yet come,” ho 
said to them ; and if ho came to Christendom in 
this twentieth century of his religion, ho would have 
to repeat the saying with a still stronger emphasis. 
Looking this fact in the face, Dr. Tymms has the 
temerity to say of it that it is duo to tho exceeding 
modesty of the Son of God. What a strange apology ! 
What a laughably lame explanation !

That I am not misrepresenting Dr. Tymms is 
proved by tho following extract:—

“ The spirit breathed by those brethren was essen­
tially worldly, which, in this connection, is only another 
word for vulgar, and tho method they favored was 
appropriate.. Had thoy lived in these days they would 
have gono in for wholesale bill-sticking and newspaper 
puffs. Tho most unhealthy symptom of modern religious 
life is just the acting out of their advice, ‘ Show thyself.’ 
Keep yourself before tho public. Compol them to notice 
you, even if it be through a wiso uso of folly. Make 
them talk, even though you have to excite their anger, 
or their laughter, to keep your name on their tongues, 
and in press paragraphs. Do something, do anything, 
to make the people talk and gape, and by somo means 
spread abroad tho idea that you are a wonderful 
porson.”

According to Dr. Tymms, this is the kind of self, 
advertisement which the Devil recommended, which 
Mary waited for at Cana, which tho Jewish nation 
expected their promised Messiah to adopt, and 
which, it is to be feared, “ we too often clamor for 
in our prayers that Christ will take unto himself his 
great power and reign." But Christ is divinely 
modest and politely declines to show himself. Ho is 
far too modest to “ take unto himself his great power
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and rpign.” That man is running at full speed to 
perdition. Christ has the power to save him, but is 
too modest to exert it, unless the man himself turns 
round and implores him to do so. His Father said 
to him, “ Ask of me, and I will give thee the nations 
for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the 
earth for thy possession”; hut either the Father has 
been unwilling or unable to fulfil his promise, or 
Christ has been too modest to make the request.

Dr. Tymms says: “ We listen to the sneers of 
those who say that Christianity, or, in other words, 
that Christ has failed.” Would he include Mr. 
Ballard among those who indulge in such sneers, or 
is his reference only to unbelievers ? “ We want 
the kingdom of heaven to come with observation,” 
he adds, as if it could ever come without observation. 
Paul tells us that this kingdom means righteousness, 
peace, and joy; but in what portion of the globe do 
you find righteousness, peace, and joy, on the 
throne? “ Oh,” someone exclaims, “ in no heathen 
country under heaven is human life safe” ; but can 
you mention a single Christian country in which 
human life is safe? Is it safe in St. Petersburg, in 
Berlin, New York, or London ? Why, the two most 
indispensable persons throughout Christendom are 
the soldier and the policeman. To protect the lives 
of the citizens of Christian London there are con­
stantly employed some sixteen thousand constables, 
and in case of emergency, numerous troop3 are 
within call. And this state of things is due to the 
excessive modesty of him who is proudly called the 
Prince of Peace and Lord of a ll!

As the sermon proceeds the modesty of Christ 
mysteriously blossoms into inability. He would not 
suddenly develops into He cannot. Christ failed 
during' his life because He was so inconceivably 
strong; but he was apparently defeated in order 
that he might become a universal Conquerer. “ On 
that cross,” says Dr. Tymms, “ men have found their 
king,” Yes, we are assured, “ in thus lifting him up, 
as an accursed thing, as a spectacle of shame and 
impotence, they raised him to what has proved to bo 
his throne of glory.” But this is sheer nonsense, as 
all subsequent history abundantly shows. Whatever 
may be the case in heaven, Jesus has never reigned 
on earth. You sing in church on Sundays:—

“ Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
Doth his successive journeys run ;
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore,
Till moons shall wax and wane no more ; ”

but two thousand years have rolled over our heads 
and there are no remotest signs of his reigning yet. 
And the simple truth is that he cannot so reign. 
He has no power whatever except over those who 
believe in and trust him. He cannot show himself 
to the world. Judas is reported to have asked him 
one day : “ Lord, what is come to pass that thou wilt 
reveal thyself to us and not unto the world ? ” 
Dr. Tymms observes : “ Even to Judas no complete 
explanation could be given. All that Christ could 
make clear at that time was this, that it was impos­
sible to manifest himself except to those who loved 
and obeyed him, because they alone bad capacity to 
see.” Herein lies the complete explanation of the 
colossal failure of Christianity. Christ appeals alone 
to believers, and it is to believers alone that He exists. 
This is the key to the whole mystery. What is the 
Church ? The manufacturer and preserver of 
believers. What are clergymen and ministers? 
Servants of the Church in that business. What are 
Sunday-schools and day-schools ? Adjuncts of the 
Church in the manufacture of believers. No one 
was ever born a believer: believers are made, not 
born. How is it that theologians have never perceived 
the real inwardness of this momentous truth ? Why 
do they everlastingly prate about innate religious 
ideas and instincts when it is already well known to 
observant thinkers that every child enters the world 
without any religious sense whatever? It is a fact 
completely verifiedjn thousands of well established 
instances that those who are never taught religion go 
through the world, in these days of advanced know­
ledge, without religion. Paul discerned this truth

quite distinctly, though he was blind to its real 
bearings :—

“ Whosoever shall call upon the name of t h e  Lord 
shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in 
whom they have not believed ? And how shall they 
believe in him of whom they have not heard? Au<l 
how shall they hear without a preacher ? ”

It is the truth in that passage that forms the 
foundation upon which Secularism has been erected- 
A great preacher said the other day that God cannot 
find men except through men. How then did hefiw 
the first man ? But the preacher was quite right) 
after all. God cannot find men except through men, 
because he is a human creation. God is a projectile 
shot into objective existence out of man’s uninstructed 
fancy, and nothing but faith can keep him there.

The same thing exactly is true of the Christ of Dr- 
Tymms’ sermon. Apart from faith he is not and can 
do nothing. Though a living personal Being, fiMD6 
and transcending the Universe, he cannot reach the 
sinners for whose salvation he is supposed to have 
died except through other sinners already saved. 
He is said to be personally present everywhere) 
yearning to save and recreate society, not only wilhng 
and anxious but supremely able to redeem the whole 
world ; and yet in spite of his alleged omnipotence 
and omnipresence, in spite of bis alleged infinite love 
for and irresistible eagerness to do the glorious work, 
he can do really nothing of his own initiative, and js 
dependent upon ardent believers in him for all bis 
alleged conquests. The explanation of this impotence 
of Christ is to be found in the statement that be 
a product of theology, and consequently, that apart 
from theology and the Church he has no existence 
at all.

Now, I ask, is it any wonder that Christ has failed 
to make the world what it ought to be ? Is it any 
wonder that the Church has had to work eo hard, 
and to invent and set in motion so much ingenious 
and intricate machinery, to keep the belief in him 
alive in the world ? And is it any wonder that now 
at last the failure of the Church is becoming more 
.and more patent to all ? But something else as well 
is slowly looming up into full sight, namely, that 
faith in Christ has seriously retarded the world s 
ethical progress. Men have trusted in God, implor­
ing him, for Christ’s sake and through Christ’s 
spirit, to do the work, when they ought to have 
been actually doing it themselves. If the work that 
requires to be done is not done by men it will never 
be done. Both God and Christ have failed, as 
Mr. Ballard sorrowfully admitted ; it is now man’s 
turn, minus the triune God of tho schools.

J. T. Lloyd-

W athen  M ark W ilks Call__I.

O u t l in e  o f  H is  L i f e .
It is seventeen years since I was first introduced to 
the writings of W. M. W. Call. In 1889 a small 
volume of his poems, entitled Ileverberations, con­
taining a short but very interesting autobiography, 
was given to me by one who, like Call himself, had 
entered the Christian ministry but had resigned bis 
position on finding that he could not conscientiously 
continue to preach the current theological doctrines- 
When in 1891 Final Causes: a Refutation appeared, 1 
studied the book carefully, and, in fact, I was so much 
impressed by the author’s scholarship and logic, that 
I determined to find out all I could about him, and to 
read all the magazine articles that I could identify aS 
his. Moncure D. Conway, who knew Call personally, 
says that “ there is enough thought and learning 
his poems and anonymous articles to have earned 
fame for an ambitious and pushing author.” The 
aim of this article is to introduce an able and un­
compromising opponent of supernaturalism to a 
wider circle of readers.

Call was born in 1817. He tells us himself that a 
strong natural bias, if not to doctrinal religion, at
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ceil -̂ ° ye^8i°us sentiment, not unaccompanied by a 
j • ai.n imaginative activity, was a leading charac- 
DOBf■10 ear]y years. At this period, too, “ the
as 1C,,an  ̂narrative portions of the Old Testament,” 
en h aS " story New Testament,” almost
J«a>anted the impressionable youth. This natural 
ag nin8 towards the imaginative would be looked for 
w i? characteristic of one who was afterwards to 
«g ? poems as “ Manoli,” “ Ariadne,” and
th’i 6r”’ “ though the religious enthusiasm

‘ «ojted endured through many years, it was 
E destined to survive the development of the 
hiŝ  1-Câ tendencies which had been dormant" in 
e mm<i' At an early age he came under the influ- 
Q 6 °t Byron, and the Titanic force and defiant 
the°nVen^°na^sm °t tt16 Po0t captivated him “ with 
and Sf e.̂ . °t a congenial gloom,” and that powerful 
eg ?r,ginal production, Cain: a Mystery, proved 

I eciaiiy « provocative of doubt.” It was not 
exe fD+ however, but Shelley who was destined to 
0v the most definitive anti-theological influence 
pr r als mind. Shortly after confirmation he was 
WerEen. _ by a school-friend, whose literary tastes 
She9 S1D1̂ ar to his own, with the two volumes of 
®arl Puhlished by Ascham. Those who, in their 
Unh êars’ bave revelled in Queen Mab, Prometheus 
the The Revolt of Islam, etc., can easily imagine 
Oat 6 ,ct which these poems would have on a youth 
qu- -raily poetical, and, at the same time, of an in- 

ring turn of mind. Call himself says:—
I was fascinated by the tumultuous splendor, the 

Magical music, the ethical grandeur, the social enthu­
siasm of this imperial genius. His blazing protest 
against the errors of popular Christianity was in eutire 

oison with any incipient heterodoxy; his deep sym ­
pathy with suffering mankind, his magnificent vision of 
Ionian regeneration, the profoundly religious specula- 
i°ns scattered through his writings, captivated my 
eart and imagination.”

the^*8 Beia°d Call bad completely rejected some of 
hut h teachings of the Christian religion;
hrid G ne.ver^beless entered St. John’s College, Cam- 
hian’6’ w^b a view of eventually becoming a clergy- 
B.a ■°*' kbo Established Church. He graduated as 
and' th *n wbich year he entered the ministry, 
Year 1 8 degree was conferred on him three
ho fn aier‘ Speaking of this poriod, Call says that 
afterUf>f ca m̂ afforded by the Church delightful 
Fort ,nen âl struggle ho had passed through. 
matlo n,a ê >̂ this calm was not destined to bo a por- 
poot *tate of mind in his case; for, with all his 
tne A  and imagination, Call had great powers of 
perc . analysis, as will bo clearly and unmistakably 
vid -ed  by any person, no matter what his indi- 
Caus °pinions, who reads his last essay, Final 
poleg'l' this respect Call differed as widely as the 
to t}, ,roin. Newman, who preferred the internal calm
by re, Panful conflict which must not be smothered 
ultijjj,11,̂ ® *n a oloister, or anywhere else, if truth is 
Witr, l1, 16 y to bo attained. H waB another connectedVV̂ Ij J-1 »' «w UltUUiUCUi JL+J HUIO Uiuv»vx*v» vvuuvVUCU

Who f) ? Oxford movement who resembled Call—one 
Urari a<1 actually come under the influence of New- 
hone’6J , Was too loyal to his own sense of intellectual 
fromp.^t° refusoto bo “contention-tost,” orto shrink 
Cl°,j 1 18 °^n convictions. The study of Arthur Hugh 
phagQg S, bfe affords an interesting parallel to the 
Both 0i r°bgiou8 evolution passed through by Call. 
Comd men Wero 80 constituted mentally that they 
doubts^ 1,6 8a^Biie  ̂ cither by handing over thefr 
of trj^ . keeping of Holy Church, or by any sort 
c°ncji j^1Dg or half-hearted reconciliation of theirre- 
tvas tl G’ with them, any compromise in this respect 
haturQ'° êePest of all forms of dishonesty. Call’s 
future esP?°iaby revolted against the doctrino of 
questioBUn'8bments ; and, with his doubts on this 
returj, ^10 difficulties of plenary inspiration 
Biblical ’ result being that the whole question of 
c°n8ci'e l^Piration was subjected to a thorough and 
thi8 t i n ? ,118 Gxam>oation. In his investigations at 
With th until ho finally severed his connection
8‘esand 1 p rc^’ ^aB rea(J eagerly the orthodox apolo- 
Bober{.K ° Gncos- Maurice, Paley.Hennell, Frederick 

°n> Hengstenberg, and others were carefully

studied with a view of finding satisfactory answers 
to difficulties. But is it not a fact that many 
inquirers have been brought to a state of definite 
anti-Christian conviction by reading the numerous 
apologies aDd attempts at reconciliation put into 
their hands by Christian advocates ? The following 
passage from the Autobiography is significant in this 
connection : “ The learning, the eloquence, and the 
sweet and noble spirit of the late F. D. Maurice 
are admirably fitted to attract unsettled minds, 
but I fail to see in his mystical refinements any 
real logical cogency. Hengstenberg, one of the 
vaunted champions of the older theology, impresses 
me mainly with a sense of his feebleness; and 
Ebrard, whose Life of Christ I was induced to read 
by a eulogistic notice in one of the most intellectual 
of our weekly journals, serves only to demonstrate 
the hopelessness of the task which he has under­
taken.” After completely rejecting the supernatural 
element in Christianity and shortly before his leaving 
the Church, Call says: “ I had succeeded in evolving 
a belief in a natural Christianity, which allowed me, 
though not without a powerful internal conflict, to 
retain the position which I occupied as a curate in 
the Church of England.” Meantime his studies 
were continued diligently, though now directed to 
the problems of mental philosophy rather than to 
questions of mere critical theology. Kant, Fichte, 
Mill, and Comte provided him with theories enough 
and to spare, all of which were thoughtfully 
examined. The result of these inquiries was that 
the last sbred of faith was sundered and the final 
breaking-away could not be long deferred. Friends 
tried to persuade him to retain his position, but 
without avail. In 1850 Call decided to no longer 
stretch forth his hands to save what Professor 
Clifford has called “ the sifted dregs of the sediment 
of a residuum.” The last stage of his struggle 
“ through darkness into light—the sober light of sad 
reality,” cannot bo better described than in his own 
words:—

“ A beneficed clergyman, advanced in years, whose 
studies had ended, like my own, in the abandonment of. 
dogmatic Christianity, had drawn np a statement of the 
motives which, as lie argued, justified him in the reten­
tion of his preferment. This statement was forwarded 
to me. A celebrated and venerable German professor 
had sent me a message deprecating the abandonment of 
a post which, ho thought, I might continuo to occupy 
without dishonor to myself and with profit to others. 
I had hitherto deferred to the judgment of persons 
whom I regarded as superior to myself in knowledge of 
lifo and in ability to deterruino questions of moral 
obligation; but tho progress of unbelief and enlarged 
experience decided me, at last, on tho adoption of an 
independent course of thought and action. Taking 
counsol of my own heart, I resolved to terminate a 
conflict which had becomo intolerable. Painful and 
singular complications preceded, accompanied, and fol­
lowed my retirement from the English Church.”

Reference is then made to one of these “ painful 
complications ”—one of those many cases so well 
known to Freethinkers in xvhich the law has been 
invoked to supplement Christian charity. Mr. 
Moncure I). Conway thus states tho actual case as 
Call told it to him :—

“ His sister, a widow, loft him executor of her last 
will and testament, and the guardian of her children. 
He was tenderly attached to this sister and to her chil­
dren. She knew his opinions and his doubts. When 
he went into the court for confirmation of his trust he 
was confronted hy the postscript of a letter ho had 
written to a supposed friend intimating his ‘ dissent 
from tho creeds of tho churches.’ For this mild and 
vague heresy ho was prevented from acting as the 
guardian of his sister’s children, and fulfilling a sacred 
trust.”

Is not tho account given by Call of his thirteen 
years in tho Christian ministry a most interesting 
study in casuistic subtlety ? Not that there was 
anything “ subtle” in this sense of the word in 
Call’s natural disposition; hut the study of his 
career certainly shows, firstly, the painful effect on 
a conscientious man of the preaching of dogmas now 
almost entirely rejected by educated clergymen, and
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secondly, the fact that his clerical friends and others 
urged him to retain his position after they knew that 
he had ceased absolutely to accept the cardinal 
doctrines of Christianity. Mr. Moncure D. Conway 
says that here “ we have the ‘ Robert Elsmere ’ of real 
life,” and one could almost think that Mrs. Humphrey 
Ward had some knowledge of Call’s life before she 
wrote her well-known novel. Few disinterested 
persons, however, will agree with Mr. Conway’s con­
tention that those clergymen whose Rationalism is 
such as that finally embraced by Call and “ Robert 
Elsmere ” are justified in continuing to preach 
Christian snpernaturalism and to accept the emolu­
ments of the Church.

The year after he left the Church Call married the 
widow of C. C. Hennell, the author of An Inquiry 
into the Origin of Christianity—a work which had 
great influence in English theological circles about 
sixty years ago. This lady was the daughter of Dr. 
Brabant, the friend of Strauss, and according to Mr. 
Moncure D. Conway she did “ excellent work on the 
Westminster Beview, assisted by her friend Marian 
Evans ”—afterwards the famous “ George Eliot.”

In 1875 Call writes of the interval which had 
elapsed since he renounced orthodoxy :—

“ I  have carefully and frequently re-examined the 
religious question—the most momentous of all questions. 
The result has been a decided confirmation of the con­
victions which I then entertained. Within this period, 
too, scepticism has been vigorously advancing in the 
nation—I might say, in Europe. And not only has it 
extended its sphere, but it includes within that sphere 
some of the loftiest and profoundest intellects of the 
age.”

From now till the end of his life Call continued to 
be a diligent student of advanced philosophical 
literature, and contributed regularly to the West­
minster Beview and the Fortnightly, and frequently to 
other periodicals. In 1885 consumption of one lung 
threatened his life, rendering a dangerous operation 
imperative. One of his physicians approached him 
on the subject of religion and the condition of his 
soul; but the conversation ended in the doctor’s 
being “ compelled to consider the condition of his 
own soul, and why he should be holding the religion 
of primitive man along with a science almost able 
to riiiso tho dead.” Having passed successfully 
through this trying ordeal, Call was able for five 
more years to continue his literary work. In 1887 he 
finished the rough draft of that masterly essay, Final 
Causes, which was copied and completed in 1889— 
one year before his death on August 20, 1890.

A. D. McLaren.
(To be concluded.)

The Mother Church of the Christian Scientists at Boston 
appears, from a photogravure we have seen, to be a very t n0 
building. It is the headquarters of the Christian Scientists 
in America. Thirty thousand of them went to Boston k>r 
the dedication. The Temple cost £400,000. No less than 
£8,000 was spent on the organ. Evidently there is plenty 
of money in Christian Science, whatever else is lacking1 
Mark Twain prophesies that Mother Eddy’s new religi°B 
will swamp the old one in another century.

The Attorney General has ordered a nolle prosequi to J>a 
entered in the case of Dr. George Robert Adcock, the Chris­
tian Scientist, who was indicted for the manslaughter of 
Major J. N. Whyte. The prosecution seems to us to have 
been a ridiculous thing altogether. Grown up men ana 
women are surely entitled to patronise whatever treatment 
they please for their ailments. If they act foolishly they 
pay the penalty themselves.

The English branch of the Church of Zion, which seems 
to be a very back-street affair, has had a curious amount of 
attention from the newspapers. The British public are now 
gravely informed that the English branch of the Church of 
Zion has renounced all allegiance to Old Dowie, and set up 
on its own. This, wo imagine, will bo the least of the l>r0' 
phet’s troubles.

An earthquake shock was experienced in South Wale 
lately. We always thought the Welsh rovival would lea 
to something. Unfortunately, the earthquake has not P1'0' 
moted the release of the victims whom the Welsh revival ha 
driven into the lunatic asylums.

We see in Mr. Stead’s interesting and useful monthly a 
notice of the Hindoo S piritu a l Magazine, which contains ‘ a 
most readable account of Samadhi.” Samadhi is “ A statu 
into which a man, who has been able to enter, can die at 
his sweet pleasure, derive all the advantages of a dead mau 
for the time being, and yet can come back to life whenever 
ho pleases.” What an excellent recipe for hard times 
When work is scarce, and the cupboard empty, how con­
venient it would bo to die for a bit and return to lifo when 
times improve.

The Rev. L. D. Bass, an American Baptist minister, is 
exceptionally brave man. Ho has actually put in a wom 
for Jesus Christ. In his opinion, tho time has fully com®' 
especially among Baptists, when “ wo should cease 
worship that Baptist gold brick, Rockefeller, and turn our 
attention moro to the poor Carpenter of Nazareth.” T')C 
truth is, that in practically all the churches that hear b10 
name, tho poor Carpenter has to bo satisfied with a back 
seat, and the man who ventures to speak up for him, 10 
terms whose meaning cannot be mistaken, is in imminent 
danger of crucifixion. It is only tho name of Christ that 19 
generally worshiped, not that for which the namo stands Ju 
tho Four Gospels. Tho churches cannot tolerato tho man 
who really follows Christ, and they turn him out as a vulgat 
intruder.

Acid Drops.
— » —

1 May God help us,” the Czar said in dissolving his first 
Parliament. He will probably want all tho help that God 
can give him. His disappearance from the scene would pro­
bably facilitate the reorganisation of Russia. Wo wish him 
no harm, of course; but the lifo of a Czar is no moro impor­
tant in our eyes than the life of a peasant. Why doesn’t he 
get on board his yacht and sail away to whatever port his 
“ God ” directs him ?

Tho British Empire is in a bad way. Mr. G. R. Sims says 
so—and, as Fitzgerald Omar-Khayyam says of tho Deity, lie 
knows, he knows. And as Mr. Sims says so in tho oracular 
lleferee we may take it that tho matter is settled.

Mr. Sims aims at being a Savior of Society. He had 
better try to bo amusing. He is really taking himself too 
seriously; indeed, ‘ho is becoming positively solemn. Wo 
shall have Sims amongst the prophets shortly. Perhaps ho 
will end up as Saint Tatcho.

“ This is no day,” Mr. Sims says, “ for Englishmen to 
dream. It is a day for every man who fears his God, who 
honors his King, who loves his land, and who would be 
faithful to the trust ho holds for tho ages unborn, to stand 
ulert,” etc., etc. Well, we hope Mr. Sims is alert. We hopo 
his liver is alert too.

“ J. B.” of the Christian World, is an exceedingly clove1 
and often very suggestive writer, and his articles are ulwaj9 
interesting. But on the subject of religion ho is frequently 
confusing and misleading. In his last article on “ Tb° 
Mind’s Adjustments,” ho takes too much for granted. R0 
asserts that “ Atheism is refuted by the contents of t“® 
soul.” But God is not one of “ the contents of tho soul, 
nor is tho belief in God among them. To say that the 
soul’s “ aspiration and ceaseless desire ” provo tho existence 
of God is to betray a state of mind to which no argument 
can appeal. To reason with such a man would be to waste 
one’s time and energy. ____

A vein of serene sanity runs through the articlo unde* 
discussion. “ J. B.” is perfectly right in the statement that 
“ purity, love, reverence, fidelity, aro life’s highest thing9; 
and that these, because they are highest, must bo truest-' 
But if these aro the highest and truest things, then why , iD 
tho name of wonder, arc wo asked to believe in anytbibfi 
superhuman or supernatural ? The virtues just named ar° 
the fruit of evolution. “ Their existence in man in th° 
germ ” is no evidence of “ their existence elsewhere in f®b 
ness,” but rather signifies that, as yet, man has not succeeded 
in perfectly adjusting himself to his environment. *' 
proof of God,” says “ J. B .”, “ is that tho soul is what it is>_ 
It would be more accurate to say that man is what ho i® 
because of his strenuous past, His present soul or lifo is the 
result of a long and complicated process ; and tho process 
may be still going on. We know of nothing higher than 
mau.
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of t?° ° ^ er P0 1̂1̂  “ J. B .” depreciates argument because 
a •. 0 ^possibility of constructing an effective argument 
¡®'9st Atheism. He is aware, as Newman was, that logic 
bu,vi. 'y leads to Atheism. Hence “ J, B.” does not argue, 
thp •SI? ? 1y dogmatises. To him the head is a mean organ, 
u ’“‘ellect a low faculty—it is the heart that counts ; and 
tact IhUS keart knows God. But, as a matter of
sim’i ° keart neither affirms nor knows anything; it 
Well êe*s’ l°vesi hates. Now “ J. B .” must be perfectly 
cel aWare Ik at no child naturally loves God. Belief prc- 
beij68 feeing. The child must, first of all, be taught to 
to ^°d' and afterwards instructed to love him. Left
that th ckkd would do neither. Therefore, to assert 
fals ■ knart affirms God and the spiritual world, is to bear 

6 Witness against that priceless organ.

Lari " Panted and published by C. Harmer, West Ham 
is a 6’ Watford,” has been circulated in Victoria Park. It 
douHfT Cru/ °  °k °rti pictorially and otherwise. One of the 
bvt • ackievements of Secularism is “ converting a Pres- 
j  j ‘l® minister.” We suppose this is an allusion to Mr.

'|, 0yd, whose accession to Secularism is suggested to 
ask 1 *ake-” “ Where was he a recognised minister ?” it is 
WoHa >'ant* *ke answer is given “ at the other end of the 
°ne a never mind which end of the world it was ;
this " I *  *ks world is as good as another in a matter like 
kan't ’"e should have thought, however, that even a Chris- 
b u r> )Ĉ Wrk er Lad heard of South Africa; and Joliannes- 
of ]", laPPens to be one of the most famous places on earth 
able3”0 maY a^d that Mr. Lloyd had been an “ accept­
o r  c Preacher in England and America before he became 

ot the most popular preachers in South Africa.

the kaser sort of Christian Evidence people have boxed 
bj c°mpass of calumny in relation to Mr. Lloyd. For some 
hi e “ ey went about suggesting the vilest charges against 
aft ,n°,ta' ckaracter. Finding that this game did not pay, 
s r a‘}> they adopted other tactics; and now, instead of 
. h’gestiug that he was deposed from his church for gross 
all 0pa^ty, they suggest that he was never in a church at 

But enough of such vermin. Mr. Lloyd can easily 
Sn . k> smile at their malicious antics. Ho knows the 
P des they belong to by this time.

paQ(,y- Stephen Swaby, aged forty-one, of Llanhill-road, 
on q"^tori> was charged at Marlborough-strcet Police Court 
atin a. ^aY> July 21, with wilfully interfering with, and 
the women in Hyde Park, and with being drunk at 
mattfi03'3' was kned 40s. and 18s. costs. Of course the 
that °r 1!< U0 *mPortanco. So many men of God go wrong 
oba , ,°Uc B°os not cause astonishment. Wo only wish to 
ca rvc tkat far grcator fuss would bo made about such a 
aftcr 11 • culprit happonod to bo a Secular lecturer. Which, 
Lion • 's a compliment to Secular lecturers. What is coin- 

with clorgymon is so uncommon with “ infidels.”

„ Newspapers do much to debase the English language.
tho pious D aily News joins in the sport. “Young 

"lrl’s Pluck” was one of its headings the other day. We 
uPPoso our contemporary meant “ courago." “ Pluck is a

sheer vulgarism.

tellsJuvcntus>” in the Christian Commonwealth, for July 19, 
tbin , °̂Un" mcn that “ it is hardly possible to think of any- 
n0 Pr°ducing something greater than itself ”; but, surely, 
prod 10 ever thought such a thing. Naturo is not a maker or 
standCor °f things. To think of her as such is to misundcr- 
Uja r ,er altogether. All the things we know are parts or 
bnowteStations of Naturo- What Naturo in herself is no ono 
matl ,8', We only know that no manifestation of her is per- 
attaiU i “ Juvontus” believes that personality “ once 
Watdnt<L can never be lost, for its loss would mean a back- 
is 110(.Inovement, retrogression, not progress.” But Naturo 
pba„ 1 P*edged to endless progress; personality is only a 
Wb«6 ker manifestation, and may cease to be forever. 
P‘0c' So*ar 8ystems come and go ; and ours is already in tho 
all r°Rs decay. Only Naturo is infinito and eternal: 
0lao kave their day and then dissolve ; and man is only 
bCco. lI10nK countless myriads of such forms. That which 
lutpi 9s' manifests itself in theso various forms, is abso- 

y koyond our ken.
IJlj

In f* 0, cod of all things must bo at hand. Christ—the 
-~_is , lblc Teacher, the Lord of Glory, tho Sovereign of souls 
Who 8ukjcctcd to severest criticism by the very people 
the yO fess to be his slaves. In the B ritish  Weekly even 
c°rres rrn°n on tko Mount is being pulled to pieces. One 
c c ^ - d c n t  avers that even Christians must use their 
toot, T* scn8u as to whether they arc to obey the Master or 

Mother maintains that Jesus and Paul do not always

ill

agree, and that on the points of difference Paul is undoubtedly 
right. One pious scribbler explains the command “ Lay not 
up for yourselves treasures upon earth ” by emphasising 
“fo r  yourselves,” as if the Infallible Guide meant, “ You are 
at liberty to lay up treasures upon earth if you intend them 
for other people—for my Church, for example.” It is really 
most amusing, and also very sad.

There is still hope for England. The Bev. F. B. Meyer, 
President of the Baptist Union, is now on tour in a motor­
car. He is conducting a mission to the villagers and 
hamlets of the country. Special handbills and hymn-sheets 
have been issued and sent on ahead ; and now special ser­
vices are being held at the rate of fourteen and fifteen a day. 
What a miracle of a man Mr. Meyer is, and what countless 
newspaper puffs he secures. And yet, in spite of the her­
culean efforts of this extraordinary man of God, England is 
steadily deserting church and chapel, shuffling off its ancient 
religious beliefs and practices, and settling down to a quiet, 
comfortable, and mind-satisfying Secularism. After all said 
and done, miracles do still happen.

The religious press is rejoicing over the fact that the 
French Chamber has come to a practically unanimous vote 
to provide a weekly day of rest throughout France. But 
observe, it is a day of rest, not a day of divine worship, that 
France is going to get. The Christian Sunday is hopelessly 
doomed everywhere. Secularists are firm believers in a 
weekly rest-day; and in France Secularism has achieved a 
brilliant triumph. Is it at this triumph of Secularism that 
the religious newspapers are rejoicing ? Surely n o t; and 
yet there is nothing else to be grateful for in the matter.

A writer in the Hibbert Journal says : " That Christ has 
sp iritually  risen, the continuing lifo of the Church is an 
abiding evidence.” But if the Church’s theory of Christ be 
correct, he never spiritually  died, or was spiritually  buried, 
and this would make a spiritual resurrection an impossi­
bility. What never entered the grave could never come out 
of i t ; and thus the doctrine of a spiritual resurrection is a 
glaring absurdity.

Truth, like murder, will out—sometimes. The Rev. W. 
Hopkyn Rees is a missionary in China; and in an address, 
at a missionary meeting recently held in North Wales, he 
sa id : “ Tho Chinese were better than they were painted. 
He had seen descendants of eminent Welsh divines drunk in 
the public streets in China, but had never seen a Chinaman 
in that condition.” Would it not be wise, then, for British 
missionaries in China to leavo the Chinese alone, and devote 
themselves to work of reclamation and prevention among 
their own people, who seem to stand in such need of it ?

What ineffable nonsense ministers do talk ! Ono of thorn 
said tho other day that Christ has given us two great laws—  
the law of sleep and tho law of tho Sabbath. Why, the law 
of sleep is as old as life, while tho Sabbath antedates Christ 
by many thousands of years. Noitlier directly nor indirectly 
has Christ had anything to do with either. Tho Sabbath is 
not a Christian institution at all, while even Sunday is one 
only by accident.

Nothing is more amazing than tho supremo case with 
which preachers father their own peculiar views on tho 
Bible. In 2 Kings vi. 1-7 wo have an account of the miracle 
of tho swimming iron performed by Elisha. Mr. R. J. 
Campbell calls it “ an early Israclitish legend in a com­
paratively modern setting.” Then he paraphrases the story, 
and asks, “ Was this a miraclo ?” and answers, “ It may havo 
been.” But, as if frightonod at such an utteranco, ho 
hastens to observe : " Tho wonderful things are tho ordinary 
things of life." This is a case of culpablo trilling. If tho 
story is a legend it is not honest to treat it as a historical 
incident. Legend is synonymous with myth  and fable .

But why is this legend, myth, or fable in the Bible ? It 
was put there for a symbolical purposo. Elisha brought tho 
axo-head to the surface with a stick. Now, the iron signifies 
“ tho spiritual manhood ” of tho Jewish nation, which was 
often “ submerged and lost in tho waters of moral filth,” and 
tho stick symbolises tho prophots of God by whoso ministry 
that “ spiritual manhood ” was mado to swim to tho surfaco 
of lifo again. Mr. Campboll assures us that the writor of 
2 Kings vi. 1-7 meant to teach that noble lesson. But 
nobody ever discerned that lesson there until Mr. Campbell 
camo 1 There is something in this, after all, for, in tho samo 
connection, we are told that Sir. Bernard Shaw is, without 
knowing it, ono of the sticks the Lord employs to mako tho 
iron of tho British nation swim. Take heart, “ G. B. S.” ; 
thou too art ouo of the elect of heaven 1
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The Bishop of Stepney has discoursed, with deep im­
pressiveness, on “ the poverty of the English clergy, which 
is a great and growing reproach to the English Church.” 
According to him, “ the wealthiest Church permits itself to 
use the ministrations of the poorest clergy.” What a sorry 
spectacle! What right has the Church to be wealthy ? 
What right have the clergy to complain of their poverty ? 
The wealthy Church shall be everlastingly damned, while 
upon the poor clergy the Master’s benediction rests. Let 
the Bishop of Stepney ponder the following infallible words : 
“ It is easier for a camel to go through a needle’s eye than 
for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God “ Blessed 
are ye poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.” Will his 
lordship of Stepney tell us, with those two contrasted 
utterances of his King before him, what chance of heaven 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, with his ¿£15,000 a year, can 
have, as compared with the poor widow, with her five chil­
dren, who half starves both herself and them on 7s. a week ? 
Let the Bishop be loyal to his Master, or throw up his job.

The Church Sunday-school at Clewer St. Stephen’s is 
being closed for a bit in consequence of repairs; and the 
Vicar, the Rev. G. D. Nicholas, expresses in his parish 
magazine a hope that “ when the Church Sunday-school is 
not held the parents will not send their children to Noncon­
formist schools.” The reverend gentleman appears to 
recognise that most parents send their children to Sunday- 
school to get rid of them.

Under the heading of “ Realms of Gold ” the D aily News 
is in the habit of giving literary selections from day to day. 
Recently it gave in two instalments Charles Lamb’s “ Con­
fessions of a Drunkard.” And in a prefatory note our pious 
contemporary said that there were reasons for regarding the 
essay as personal. There were strong evidences against it, 
but also strong evidences for it. Which is a nonsensical 
statement on the face of it. But it is characteristic of the 
dear D aily News.

Charles Lamb was one of the best men who over lived ; 
he was a great writer, and he was a Freethinker. These are 
excellent reasons why we should correct our pious contem- 
poray’s nonsense.

It is absurd, to begin with, to suppose that Charles Lamb 
would write and print the “ Confessions of a Drunkard ” if 
he were revealing his own weaknesses. Nor was ho the 
man to ask the British public to play tho part of his father 
confessor. But all such arguments, powerful as they are, 
are superseded by his own explicit declaration ; and the 
word of Charles Lamb is to be believed before even a 
Nonconformist writer’s solemn affidavit.

In a letter to Southey, dated November 21, 1825, Charles 
Lamb thanks his old friend for stating that he was not 
responsible for the attack in the Quarterly Iievieiv. Here 
are the great essayist’s very words :—

“ The kindness of your note has melted away the mist 
which was upon me. I have been fighting against a shadow. 
That accursed Q. R. had vexed me by a gratuitous speaking
of its own knowledge that the Confessions of a D----- il was a
genuine description of the state of the writer. Little things 
that are not ill-meant may produce much ill. That might 
have injured me, alive and dead. I am in a public office, 
and my life is insured. I was prepared for anger, and 1 
thought I saw, in a few obnoxious words, a hard case of 
repetition directed against me.”

Surely this is decisive. Lamb was very slow to anger, but 
his anger was roused by the suggestion that he was the 
drunkard of the Confessions.

The officer dissented from the medical evidence, which we® 
to show that the woman’s wounds could not have been sel 
inflicted. His opinion was that she gave herself a fatal blow 
with the axe, and then managed to struggle into a kneeing 
position, so as to represent a dying martyr. Another wit®®3 
stated that Mrs. Powell had told her a week before that s®® 
thought she was going wild, and that she would prefer dyi®o 
a martyr’s death. The coroner and the jury accepted Super 
intendent Spofforth’s view of the case. The poor woman was 
a victim of religious mania. _

Rev. W. Bowell, a Passive Resistor, addressing the Metb®' 
dist Assembly at Bristol, advocated giving general support* 
the Education Bill. This gentleman had been to prison, an 
he naturally objected to Clause IV. which allowed Chur® 
and Catholic teaching to be given in public schools. Forth 
rest, the Bill was right enough ; it provided for such religr°uS 
teaching as the Nonconformists approved; and what m°r® 
could any decent and rational person desire ? Mr. Bow® 
didn’t put it exactly in that w a y ; but the foregoing is _*®e 
substance of what he sa id ; all we have done is to give •« a 
little more point.

Nothing has been done, after all, to the Rev. J- 
Champion McGill, vicar of Isleworth, who went into the l®ca 
Free Library reading room and destroyed a paper because 1 
was Unitarian. Some of the committee thought the matter 
was too triv ia l; others thought the reverend gentleman wa9 
the only lunatic of the kind in the district. At bottom, w®
dare say, they did not wish to give him the advertiser^eut
he was obviously seeking. It seems a pity, however, that
such an impudent ruffian could not be taken down a bit' 
He wants a little lowering treatment badly.

Every now and then a fanatic or an impostor arises wb° 
declares that he has “ put on immortality ” and persuades » 
lot of people to believe it. Old Dowio worked this little 
trick, but he seems to be pegging out now. The founder ® 
the Jezreelites declared that ho would never die, but h'3 
followers had to bury him. His wife followed him in tb® 
immortality business, but they had to bury her too. NoVf 
we read that Thomas Lake Harris has joined the majority1 
He was never going to die either. We wonder who will b® 
the next reaper of the next crop of fools.

Professor Carrally, speaking at King’s College on inirad®9 
—but without working one—undertook to explain how tb® 
Israelites passed over tho Rod Sea. According to a cutting 
sent us from the Bradford D aily  Argus, tho Professor sal® 
that he had himself seen tho waters of the Red Sea wash®11 
bick by wind and tide sufficiently low to allow people to rid® 
through ; and with an exceptionally stroDg wind lie though« 
it quite possible that people could pass over almost, if ®°, 
quite, dryshod. All this is very interesting, in its w a y ; bul 
the learned Professor forgets that a miracle which is ®xj 
plained ceases to be a miracle, and becomes only a natura 
occurrence. Moreover, tho Biblo does not state that tb® 
Israelites passed over almost dryshod; it states that th®y 
passed over quite dryshod. Finally, the Bible story is abs®‘ 
lutely incapable of a natural explanation. It is entirety 
miraculous—that is to say, supernatural. Tho Red S®a 
divides, leaving a pathway for the Israelites between ®P‘ 
standing water-ramparts on either side ; and when Pharaoh 
and the Egyptians try to follow along the same pathway tb® 
water-ramparts fall in upon them, and the Red Sea wave3 
roll over the spot precisely as they did before the mirac'® 
was wrought.

Jabez Wolffe, who tried to swim the Channel, wore a charm 
round his neck, in a red morocco case. It is nearly two 
hundred years old, and bears a Hebrew mystic symbol, which 
is supposed to have brought good luck to all its possessors. 
But it did not bring any luck to Jabez Wolffe. Perhaps he 
ought to have worn it round his leg. For it was an accident 
to that member which compelled him to give in.

The coroner’s inquest on the body of Ann Powell, aged 
sixty-nine, who was found dead in her cottage at Alford, 
Lines., with terriblo wounds in the head, apparently in­
flicted with an axe in the room, has ended in a most un­
expected \  e d ic t. All the facts seemed to point to murder, 
but the jury returned a verdict of suicide during temporary 
insanity. Pdice-Superintendent Spofforth produced a book 
on the subject of dying Christian martyrs, and read the 
following extract from a page at which he found the book 
open:—

“ For this cause I was sent that I should suffer this fire for 
Clir.st’s sake. This grim fire I fear not. My soul shall sup 
with my Savior Christ this night.”

Miss tViuifrid Graham, the writor of books for childre®’ 
being interviewed and asked whether many women in society 
were Freethinkers, replied : “ Of course, it is possible they 
may bo as freethinking as the men. But certainly fr®®‘ 
thinking women are not as outspoken about their opinions 8,3 
men are. Men have no compunction whatever in sayi®S 
they do not believe ; tho women may really have the sal®® 
sentiments, but they do not give expression to them.” 
fancy that this is more than truth of tho men, and less tba® 
truth of the women. Miss Graham’s own idea that missio®9 
to tho upper classes are much needed may be sound enough 
from her own point of view. Why not try Torrey ? Or eve® 
John McNeill—if Lord Overtoun, who keeps him, would 1®“ 
him agitate the “ liupper suckles.”

Rev. Dinsdale Young stirred up the Methodist Confereuc® 
at Nottingham by declaring that Methodism was already 
groaning under the intolerable financial burden of missio®3' 
and that middle-class people were leaving it in consequenc®1 
He also declared that more modest evangelical method® 
would have to bo adopted. There is plenty of room.
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Mr. Foote’s Engagem ents. Sugar Plum s.

(Lectures suspended during the Summer.)

To Correspondents.

% < W s  L ecture E ngagements.—July 29, a. and e., Brockwell

Ueorqe P ayne (Manchester) writes :—“ The Freethinker under 
your editorship worthily upholds the flag of Freethought. Its 
rticles are altogether admirable, and nothing that I read else- 
uere excels, or even approaches them, in their expression of 

j lewa which in my opinion cannot be too widely promulgated, 
regret exceedingly to learn that your continuous efforts upon 
e paper now for twenty-five years do not even yield you the 

. ury to which you are entitled. The more honor, therefore, 
s due to you for remaining at your post and persisting in your 

ardu0ua labors.”
Stephens.—You must have overlooked it. We had an 

th > I(̂ - >̂roP ” on Bishop’s utterance at the time. After all, 
et® ia nothing new in God’s being disappointed. He is fre­

quently described as being so in the Bible.
j Uaruett says :—“ When I have well digested the Freethinker, 

send it to all parts of the world, to a friend of mine, a captain 
a vessel—a regular Ingersoll.” This correspondent’s wish 

nas been attended to.
th Uornett.—Thanks for the cutting, but we don’t see that 

e Mayor of Cincinnati’s word is of any particular importance 
,such a matter. The question of whether William Booth 

(k t!v]es any personal profit from the Salvation Army could be 
‘Med, if at all, much nearer home than that. We have no 

and n*ar 'ove tor William Booth, but he is entitled to justice, 
it tl e Mayor of Cincinnati is entitled to no more. We take 
r I bat the real objection against William Booth’s financial 

ation to the Salvation Army is that he is the actual owner of
th Pr0Perty. There is often said to be a trust deed to guard 

* subscribers, but the said trust deed is of no more valuethan waste paper, because the only person under it who can
j William Booth to account is William Booth himself.

• Dotson.—Thanks. See paragraph.
letter, being unstamped, got delayed in the post. It 

 ̂ s now arrived safely with enclosure. Thanks.
arr AiNNIN0‘—bio, it has not dropped through. Mr. F. Bonte’s 
sid'0 u’ “ From Fiction to Fact,” have been revised and con- 
p erably extended for publication in a separate form. The 
p fnphlet of sixty-four pages will be published by the Pioneer 

css very shortly. The final "revise” of the pages has just 
j jcu Passed, and the rest of the work is mechanical. Mr.

ute has determined to put the low price of one penny upon 
 ̂e pamphet, in order to promote its widest possible circulation, 

t im b e r  of copies are being printed on thin paper for circula- 
sh n ithrough the post. A mental history like Mr. Bonte’s 
i„ i ? be placed in the hands of many persons who are still 

j j'Uded in the fold of faith.
•A nderson.—Thanks for cuttings. We cannot advise the 
nt eman you refer to. Why not do so yourself ?

b . Ball.—Many thanks for your valued cuttings.4, (J Ti
fro I30ARI>-—A Branch cannot be kept going by mere words, 
loi ^  US 0r brom anyone else. It is only work that avails in the 
if t? rUn’ bVe have again and again offered to lecture at Cardiff 
„ tonal “ saints” would only find a decent hall for the 

etmgg’ put no pi-actical notice was ever taken of our com- 
ilc, ‘nations. We suggest that the Branch should try some 
tPi'Y®, Propaganda during the winter. Pleased to hear you 

k the Freethinker is “ turned out in grand style.”J
G

Ta:

Q ^ NDerson (Jarrow).—Thanks

sent. Paper shall be

Newcastle-strcet,

Newcastlo-street,

snt ^01!1NHlN-—Pleased to read your letter.

F ®?CutAB Society, L imited, office is a t 2 
■f ̂  nSdon-street, E.C.

j,’’ ATI°NAr, Secular Society's office is at 2 
“fringdon.gtreet, E.C.•IjlCTTgjij, e

to 2 v  Ior fbo Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed 
v ~ “ cwcastle-atreet, Farringdon-street, E.C.

street' £ 0tices Illust reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon- 
i’lscrte,! ^', ^  iirst Post Tue8^»y> or they will not be

toarV Ŵ10 3C|M us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
qk ln8 the passages to which they wish us to call attention.

bshin °̂r bterature should be sent to the Freethought Pub- 
st 8 Company, Limited, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon- 

p ’ L.C., and nut to the Editor.
to «in rem»tting for literature by stamps are specially requested 

„ »end halfpenny stamps.
will be forwarded direct from the

l0s -• Post free, at the following rates, prepaid 
■ od.; lia]f year, 5s. 3d. ; three months, 2s. 8d. 

c e i i -01 Advertisements
is rT  ton words, (id ud. • n .n

Thirty words, Is. (id. ; 
Displayed Advertisements

publishing 
-One year,

every suc- 
-One inch,

ter„M; ’ half column, £1 2s. (id. ; column, £2 5s. Special 
3 tor repetitions.

“ Infidel France ” has passed a notable law. Henceforth 
a weekly day of rest will be obligatory throughout the 
nation. But it is not necessarily to be Sunday, or no day 
at all, as is the case in Christian England. Sunday will 
have the preference, but Sunday rest is not possible to all 
the people at once, and provision is therefore made for an 
alternative day. The great thing is that all working people 
in France will be secured one day’s rest in seven. How 
much better is that than our Sabbatarian law, which makes 
the day of rest unlovely for the vast majority, and yet 
allows seven days’ labor a week to be compulsory on 
myriads of citizens.

Will the French go to church any the more for this new 
law ? Not a bit of it. The D aily News interviewed the 
Father Superior of Notre Dame de France, in Leicester- 
square, on this subject, and these were the concluding 
sentences : “ And will the people attend church more ? Ho 
smiled, shrugged his shoulders, and spread out his hands. 
They will take the train ! It will be as in London 1 But— 
they can go to church in the country.”

The League of the Rights of Man, on the conclusion of the 
Dreyfus affair, organised a great demonstration at the tomb 
of Zola in Montmartre Cemetery. Many wreaths were sent, 
including a superb one of roses and orchids from Dreyfus 
himself. Speeches were delivered by Pressense and Anatole 
France. Specially printed copies of Zola’s famous “ J ’accuse ” 
letter were freely sold in the neighborhood. The League’s 
wreath laid on the tomb bore the inscription, “ Honor to the 
great citizen, Emile Zola.” It was the very inscription that 
he would have desired. Just as when Voltaire went to Paris 
for the last time not long before his death, and was enthusias­
tically applauded by the people, and crowned in the theatre, 
the word that fell most gratefully upon his ears was “ Calas ” 
— the name of the hapless victim of injustice whose innocence 
he had vindicated.

Alfred Dreyfus was publicly created a Knight of the 
Legion of Honor on Sunday. The ceremony took place at 
the Ecole Militaire in the presence of two companies of 
cuirassiers and a detachment of artillery. Theso occupied 
three sides of a square, the fourth being left for the public. 
When the rosette was pinned on the breast of Alfred Dreyfus 
by General Gillian, and tho troops marched back to barracks, 
there occurred a very dramatic incident.

“ General Picquart then came forward, seized both hands 
of Dreyfus, and the two men looked in each other’s face. 
The eyes of Dreyfus were suffused with tears.”

There was matter for a great poet in that meeting.

Birmingham “ sain ts” arc notified that Mr. A. Barber 
will lecturo for tho N. S. S. Branch in the Bull Ring on 
Wednesday evenings at 8 o’clock, commencing on August 1.

Tho Fish Trades' Gazette advertises tho sale by auction 
of the North Sea Church Mission vessel Frances, which can 
bo “ readily transformed into a trawler.” Tho auctioneers 
are Messrs. Dc Caux and Sayers, Great Yarmouth. Our 
readers will enjoy tho joke.

A noteworthy literary announcement has just been made. 
Principal Donaldson, of St. Andrews, the author of those 
remarkably outspoken articles in the Contemporary Review 
some years ago, on tho relation of the early Christian 
Church to women, has writton a work on “ the position and 
influence of women in ancient Greece and Rome and among 
the early Christians.” Wo presume that it will be published 
shortly, and we shall look forward to it with great interest. 
Principal Donaldson will no doubt prove in the book what 
ho proved in the articles, but more elaborately, that 
Christianity, whatever it may have done in other directions, 
certainly did not assist in tho elevation of woman, but 
rather tended to degrade her.

There is alms for a man’s every joint, every day in which 
tho sun risetli; doing justice between two people is alms ; 
and assisting a man upon his beast, and his baggage, is 
alms ; and pure words, for which are rewards ; and answer­
ing a questioner with mildness is alms, and every step which 
is made towards prayer is alms, and removing that which is 
an inconvenience to man, such as stones and thorns, is alms 
—Mohammed.
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New T estam ent T ranspositions.

Ch r istia n s—and there never were any but nominal 
ones, speaking of 99f percent, of them—are, or pretend 
to be, very sensitive when anything is said to place 
many of their absurd beliefs in what they consider 
a ridiculous light. Satire, wit, and the very powerful 
weapon of ridicule they resent, because they hold, or 
profess to hold, certain creeds and dogmas as sacred. 
I speak, of course, of the common or garden Christian, 
because a Christian in the New Testament sense has 
never existed; or if so, he or she was taken for a 
lunatic or a saint according to the point of view. 
But the inconsistent part (and Christians are nothing 
if not inconsistent) of this objection to ridicule is, 
that they delight in abusing and making fun of Secu­
larism, Freethought, Agnosticism, and Atheism ; but 
if one should expose the numerous contradictions, 
monstrosities, and absurdities of Christianity, they 
hold up their bigoted and ignorant countenances in 
holy horror. They tell people to read their Bibles, 
and when folk really do so intelligently, and speak 
out their honest convictions, they are offended and 
shocked. How many Christians are there who have 
honestly studied all sides of the question—which for 
them is most important—as to whether Christianity 
be true or not ? To try and induce them to give a 
little consideration to the subject, the following 
sketch of some of the very great difficulties which 
beset their path, and which they should endeavor to 
solve, may act as an incentive.

Christians, of course, believe Jesus to be divine, in 
spite of the fact that the immense majority of New 
Testament texts are against this view, and also in 
spite of the fact that the earliest Christians denied 
this, and therefore were then, and subsequently, 
called heretics. Many denied that he was human ; 
for instance, the Gnostics—i.e., those who knew— 
denied that Christ had a human body, or that he 
really suffered (Dr. Mosheim, vol. i.); and Cotelerius 
(vol. ii., p. 24, of Patras Apostol) writes : “ Apostolis 
adhuc in sceculo superstitibus apud Judecam Christi 
sanguine recente, et phanstasma corpus Domini 
a s s e r e b a tu r i.e., “ While the apostles were still 
on earth, and while the blood of Christ was still 
recent, the body of Christ was said to bo a phan­
tasm.” Within the year of the supposed crucifixion, 
sooner, therefore, than any other account could have 
been known, it was publicly taught that, instead of 
being miraculously born, etc., ho descended in perfect 
manhood on the banks of the Jordan, that his disci­
ples and his enemies were deceived, and that the 
Sanhedrim and Pilate and his advisers had wasted 
their efforts on a mere phantom. Numerous were 
the sects which denied either the divinity, humanity, 
virgin birth—i.e., the incarnation, the crucifixion, 
and the resurrection of Jesus; and, at the present 
day, the six hundred odd Christian sects hold very 
varying views on these and other matters.

These preliminaries may help to mitigate the 
shock that the reversal of the texts to be quoted 
may have on Christians who believe in the divinity 
of Christ as a mere question of faith, and without 
thinking the matter—which should be of the utmost 
importance to them—worthy of serious study. A 
little consideration should show them that if Jesus 
be the God that they claim him to be, the topsy- 
turveydom of the texts, absurd as the change makes 
them to thinkers, can make no difference to their 
pachydermatous ignorance on these subjects. For, 
if Jesus bo tho “ very God, one in essence, in mind, 
body, or being, and one in name ” that most Chris­
tians assert and say they believe, then it matters 
not to them which way the texts appear. Moreover, 
they cannot complain in any way, for the mere 
change of name can in no way affect the sense nor 
the truth of the passages, supposing them to be true. 
Let us begin with Mark, the earliest writer. In 
viii. 32 we transpose thus : “ God knows not the 
hour, but Jesus does.” In xii. 18: “ God is tho 
servant of Jesus.”

In

of

5 :

Matthew xiii. 28: “ God cried, Jesus, why bast 
thou forsaken me ?” In xx. 23 : “ The kingdom ° 
heaven is not mine to give, but the Son’s.” In xX1, 
39 : “ Last of all, the Son sent the Father.” 
xxviii. 18: “ Jesus gave all power to God.” _ „

Luke ii. 19 : “ I must be about my Son’s business. ̂ 
In vi. 12 : “ God abode all night in prayer to J0S.nS', 
In xxii. G9 : “ God sat down (in heaven) at the rigb" 
hand of Jesus.” f

John v. 59 : “ God can do nothing of himself.” 
viii. 28: My Son is greater than I.” In v. 43: ‘‘ 
am come in my Son’s name, and ye receive me not. 
In xx. 17 : Jesus is God of the Father.” In vi. 8°. 
“ God came down from heaven to do the will 
Jesus.”

Now for some of the epistles. First of John i- 
“ No man hath seen Jesus at any time.” In iv. 9; 
“ Jesus gave his only begotten father.” In ii.
“ We have an advocate with Jesus, God the rig h teo u s.

Ephesians iii. 9 : “ Jesus created all things by hi3 
Son.” In i. 3 : “ The head of God is Christ.”

Galatians iii. 20 : “ There is one Jesus, one mediator 
between Jesus and man.”

Hebrews x. 24 : “ Jesus hath made the Father blS 
High Priest.” In ii. 9: “ Jesus hath made God a 
little higher than the angels.”

Philemon ii. 9 : “Jesus hath exalted God, and giveU 
him a more excellent name.”

Acts xvii. 81 : “ God is ordained by Jesus.” -
Now, it should be obvious, even to the prejudiced 
mind of the ordinary Christian, that, if Christ be 
God, the mere turnabout of the names can make u° 
difference to the sense, for they believe that there is 
only one God, though he, or she, or it be three in one> 
and also that Jesus is that “ very God consequently! 
they cannot repudiate, with any justice, the meaning 
tho alteration conveys, any more than they could  
complain of the accuracy of the following.

Suppose one were to say that Mr. Foote had ceased 
lecturing for the summer; that G. W. Foote was taking 
a rest; that the well-known Freethinker, Foote, Win 
lecture again in the winter; that G. W. Foote, Esq.i 
servedtwelvemonthsforreputed blasphemy, etc., oto., 
tho more altering of tho titles does not alter the iden­
tity of the individual. We all know that these various 
titles refer to one and the same Mr. Foote; and the 
Christians say they believe that Christ and God are 
one, so that the reversal of the texts, absurd as thetf 
connotation is to ordinary-thinking and common- 
sense people, can offer no possible difficulty to them- 
If this bo not so, will they kindly explain, and shoW 
that if, as they assert, the Father and Son are one 
being, what is true of one cannot be true of tb0 
other ? They may as well go further, and try their 
hands at substituting tho Holy Ghost, as co-equal 
tho Trinity, for one or the other of the names quoted) 
and publish what they think of the result. Perhap3 
they will agree with one of their great Christie*1 
fathers, Tertullian, who wrote : “ I believe, because 
it is absurd.” Tho references are from an old Bible 
and may not tally in all cases with the R e v i s e d  
Version, but the passages are well known and many 
others might be given. NEMO.

The Agnostic View of Life.
---- ♦----

By A. M. Lafayette, M.D.
Professor McBride, in a recent talk to the student3 
of McGill University, makes the statement that 
“ our God-given reason imposes on us the duty 
taking nothing for granted,” but ho later confesses 11 
belief in the resurrection of Christ. Tho rest of tb0 
miracles he places in a different class from the resuf' 
rection. But why ? If Christ left the earth by a 
miracle, why did he not come by a miracle, as we are 
told ? The miracles he performed while here are i° 
accord, too, with his miraculous coming and going* 
The chain of miracles is complete, and their character 
harmonious with the resurrection. To admit one o* 
deny it would in my mind bo an admission of the 
truth or falsity of them all.



jüly 29, 1900 THE FBEETHINKEB

All miracles, because they manifest a po^er apart 
r°m matter, are errors. From a scientific standpoint 
verything in Nature is correct, and must necessarily 
e..so.> but we may not have an explanation; and as 
e igion is the only teacher of miracles, so religion 
as been the influence that has bestowed the burden 
i error upon us.

1 , 110 says: “ How can any pain be reconciled with 
6 belief in an all-merciful God ? ” and in contradic­

en : « \ye arrive af¡ this conclusion [God is Love] 
ec.ause to think of anything else would seem to land 

us m an absurd position.”
«is attempts to conpeive of God are as vain as all 

ueh attempts have always been.
~° c°nceive of a billion, or the extent of our solar 

}stern, is absolutely beyond anyone (except in a 
c sense). How then can we hope to form a 
0°QcePtion of a system, a million times greater than 
Ur solar system, and a million times this multiplica- 

n°“> and still have only a fraction of infinity, in fact 
m?*fa.c^on even as our denominator is without end? 

ls n°̂  all, as the power that produced must be 
?~y greater than the production, 

of concePti°n of the unknown sinks to the level 
the finite for its terms of description, which 
?ays its material architecture, our mental inca- 

pacity an(j j-jjg inconceivableness of the infinite. To 
y to escape this task by supposing a limitation 

 ̂ me where to the universe would only increase our 
emma, as the conception of a limitation would fall 

farther beyond our mental power than infinity

8̂ and of the Agnostic is the only safe one when 
says : “ I do not know ”—when ho tells the truth, 

bv r?iessor McBride says that he was enlightened 
y philosophy. We all have been, but philosophy 

fiirfUt̂ S to nothing, unless its hypothesis is based on 
ba a value is a philosophical deduction if
fact °n. an °P^ca  ̂ illusion ? If we were without a 
¿j0 f> philosophy could not furnish one. We can 

pend on only one thing, and that is our experience 
Erectly understood.
tnv Ĉ arges Clifford with being unable to define his 
, m “ mindstuff,” but the professor has not defined 
ten . rm “ 80lll'" Me claims to believe in the oxis- 

°e of a soul as something apart from matter and 
lfl„n?lanent, but I must confess that his arguments 

p mo to a different conclusion, 
li Awarding the Gospels, which he holds in a different 
tho  ̂^°.m rusf °f ff16 scriptures, ho says: “ Take 
, , ,  s t in g s  of any other sage and see whether they 
don r̂ot̂ uce th0 same result as Christ’s sayings have 
aei^ ° n millions of souls.” Christ left no writings, 
Ba . cr did any one of the world’s sixteen crucified 
Ca l0ra (a coincidence that is significant). Ideals 
fion*0  ̂Wr̂ e’ but th0y may become tho personifica­
ba °f certain principles out of which they have 
nniacreated. (I am speaking of the ideal Christ, 

g he man Christ.)
gxíq?tfle °f the sayings attributed to Christ were in 
j^stenco from COO to 1,00(

“~ly the ones 
but many 
cc but in dc 

*- utterances, 
from *ar as fbeir effect upon tho people is concerned 
st a devotional standpoint, sincerity is much 
and Dn°r Wl̂  tbo Buddhists than with the Christians, 
Wio “ u^dhism has been in existence more than 
th0 ^ a® lQng as Christianity; and as regards numbers, 
®uddi0- hists aro decidedly in the majority to-day. 
dro 18111 was never a compulsory religion (not a 

Y^uman blood ever being shed in its cause), 
aud . Christianity was dovoloped by fire and sword, 
*ith uuboliof was for centuries punished

eonsistency, or devotion is not proof of 
is q ’ -̂ bc success that is credited to Christianity 
Hum ?und among the nations of greatest devotion. 
iutellinitariani8m ^as been developed in man, as his 
bshed^enCG ^as developed ; and institutions estab- 
catod ,Ulldor this head, which the Church has confis- 

and placed to the credit of Christian influence,

Not"'JUU° rrom 500 to 1,000 years before his birth. 
Um0?D!̂  *be ones considered the best (as tho Golden 
e*isf ’ many °f fbo others, wore not only in 
aii0„ei?co but in decidedly better form than Christ’s 

.bed Utternnrma

US

upon analysis have actually been shown to have 
developed, not through, but in spite of Church 
influence.

I do not know why he considers the Gospels more 
nearly infallible than any of Paul’s writings, for 
instance. We are as certain as is possible that Paul 
wrote at least the most of the writings attributed to 
him, but the Gospels are without known authors and 
very decided contradictions are found within them, 
showing considerable uncertainty regarding the in­
formation contained ; and as nearly seventy-five 
years elapsed after the death of Christ before tbe 
Gospels were brought to light, there was plenty of 
time to allow for confusion and interpolations to 
creep into the oral declarations of those times. 
Moreover, Davidson says that not until the year 170 
were the books of the New Testament considered 
inspired.

The professor speaks of Christianity bringing im­
mortality to light. This is not true ; Buddhism and 
even earlier religions offered that idea as a reward 
for faith, and it was a most important dogma in their 
belief. Their salvation was through faith in their 
saviors, of whom they had several. One of the most 
prominent was Kristna, 1200 B.c. His birth was 
prophesied, he was born of a virgin, conceived by 
their God, introduced new teachings, was crucified, 
rose again, etc.

So close a parallel to Christianity, still this religion, 
in the eyes of Christians, has not the saving power 
that Christianity alone embraces, and all of this and 
all other faiths must suffer eternal torture. Never­
theless, Buddhists make acounter threat to Christians, 
That is what is meant by religion—it stands or falls 
with faith. Morality has nothing to do with religion, 
except incidentally. All religions have moral instruc­
tions contained in their makeup, but religion proper 
pertains to a faith in the unknown.

You may have an immoral Christian, or a moral 
Atheist from a liberal’s standpoint, but religion says 
the greatest sin is unbelief. How can you sin against 
God? You may sin against matter; against the 
universal laws, but you must pay for it by obeying 
the law of compensation as a consequence of sinning. 
Sin, in my idea, is only a waste, and waste, as it is a 
phenomenon of time and refers to time, must be paid 
ultimately in time. As there is no end to time, why 
should it be a sin to waste it, any more than for 
nature to waste time in destroying her work ? She 
obliterates all sin by rearranging matter.

All organisms have evolved, evidently, from in­
organic matter, through countless ages, and by 
surrounding conditions have developed their own 
adaptation to those conditions, i.c., light has developed 
tho sense of sight, sound the sense of hearing, differ­
ence in the character of objects the sense of touch. 
Nature, when she finds no need for a thing, destroys 
it. She will develop or destroy eyesight, for instance, 
according to tho conditions present. Carnivorous 
animals wore not given carnivorous teeth and expected 
to seek their food by instinct. Carnivorous teeth 
were developed by conditions present during all tho 
ages of the development of organic life.

Nature is not hindered by lack of tim e; she has 
infinity at her disposal, and if ten thousand years 
were necessary to lengthen deer’s legs an inch by 
running, she is not compelled to consider time in her 
processes of evolution.

If a man has an appendix that has lost its useful­
ness, nature will demand its removal, and seemingly 
cares nothing for the sufferings of man as a conse­
quence. But nature is on the other hand careful of 
a species. She will allow the development of heavy 
coats by polar bears, large mouths by insect-catching 
birds, horns by fighting animals, and swift feot by 
timid ones that flee, but at the same time she will 
allow to be sacrificed the life of the timid for the 
maintenance of the savage ones ; still, also, she 
allows the savage ones, as the tiger, only few offspring, 
while tho timid ones, as the rabbit, she allows to 
multiply enormously to provide food for the carnivor­
ous. Tho animals that are the nourishment for the 
carnivorous are nearly all herbivorous, having great
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possibilities for their subsistence in the vegetable 
world. So you see she has allowed a provision for 
the species, but seemingly has neglected the indi­
vidual. She treats man no differently from the rest 
of the animal kingdom.

In the organic world, she will spend millions of 
years laying many beautiful strata of rock, etc., and 
for no apparent purpose bursts them apart and 
destroys her work in venting pent-up force. Still I 
consider there is no waste in nature (not even in 
time as it has no end), as nature will rearrange. The 
arrangement of matter is mortal, but matter itself is 
immortal; and why then is not matter in man as in 
all else the only part immortal ?

Professor McBride speaks of a future life for the 
purpose of developing the incompleteness of this life. 
What is complete in this world further than its 
present state ? How can he speak of completeness 
of anything and evolution at the same time ? Must 
young trees blown down or destroyed have a future 
life to allow them to complete their development ?

A young tree is a perfect young tree at all ages, 
not an incomplete adult tree. A child is a perfect 
child, not an incomplete man. If he means by the 
term perfect, normal, the most normal piece of man­
kind is an infant.

But man, we are told, was perfect in the beginning. 
Why then can we not return to that state here with­
out a future life ?

In spite of this intelligence, I must take the stand 
that man from his earliest times has grown better 
continually, until to-day I believe we have in the 
people at large the highest attainment in moral 
principles the world has ever seen.

Returning to the subject of sin (in the abstract), 
from another point of view, man cannot sin. Ho is 
as he has to be, as all else in nature has to be. If a 
cyclone destroys a beautiful tree, has the cyclone 
sinned? Was it not a consequence of all time? If 
a man dissipates, does he sin (against God) ? Is he 
the only piece of matter that is not the sum total of 
all of the influences that have gone before ? If he 
sins, God is responsible.

If a man sins (against God) he must have a free 
will, and this is the hypothesis from which all 
religions figure. This has been the millstone that 
religion has hung about the neck of mankind. This 
is the idea I would will to destroy if I had that 
power.

Much has been said about the influences of heredity 
and environment and a great deal of confusion clouds 
the line of demarcation; but as we receive our 
heredity at the time of conception, we then start on 
our journey of existence between the tall hills of the 
vale of circumstances. At the time of our separate 
existence (at birth) we begin to exercise our gift of 
hereditary inclination, modifying it by the influences 
of our surrounding conditions.

This hereditary inclination is superficially inter­
preted as the “ will,” but a careful analysis of this 
idea will narrow its possibilities down to the mere 
exercise of our power of choice between alternatives, 
and this power of choice is seen to bo at the mercy 
of our deductions, formed under the pressure of the 
sum total of all the influences that have preceded 
us.

This is not fatalism, as the influences of to-day 
may alter your destiny to-morrow. It is not “chance,” 
as the influences are consequences which have had 
causes in the past, but it is the result of that harmony 
that is found in the fitness of things in nature.

We must live as close to nature as custom will 
allow, and so act that we may advance our happiness 
and peace of mind in this life ; and if there be a 
future one, we must necessarily havo qualified for it 
here by obeying the laws that govern matter.

— Truthseeker (New York).

The religion of one age is the literary entertainment of 
the next.—Emerson.

Science and Sentim ent.

By R. G. Ingersoll.
I t was thought at one time b y  many that science would 
do away with poetry—that it was the enemy of the imagi­
nation. We know now that is not true. We know tha 
science goes hand in hand with imagination. We know 
that it is in the highest degree poetic and that the old ideas 
once considered so beautiful are flat and stale. Compare 
Kepler’s laws with the old Greek idea that the planets were 
boosted or pushed by angels. The more we know, the moro 
beauty, the more poetry we find. Ignorance is not tlie 
mother of the poetic or artistic. m ,

So, some people imagine that science will do away witn 
sentiment. In my judgment, science will not only increase 
sentiment but sense. ,

A person will bo attracted to another for a thousan 
reasons, and why a person is attracted to another may, _an. 
in some degree will, depend upon the intellectual, artistic 
and ethical development of each.

The handsomest girl in Zululand might not be attracti''® 
to Herbert Spencer, and the fairest girl in England Hugh* 
not be able to hasten the pulse of a Choctaw brave. Tb'8 
does not prove that there is any lack of sentiment. 
are influenced according to their capacity, their temper8' 
ment, their knowledge. ,

Some men fall in love with a small waist, an arched 
instep or curly hair, without the slightest regard to mind of 
muscle. This we call sentiment.

Now, educate such men, develop their brains, enlarge their 
intellectual horizon, teach them something of the laws oI 
health, and then they may fall in love with women because 
they are developed grandly in body and mind. The senti­
ment is still there—still controls—but back of the sentiment 
is science.

Sentiment can never be destroyed, and love will forever 
rule the human race.

Thousands, millions of people fear that science will destroy 
not only poetry, not only sentiment, but religion. This fear 
is idiotic. Science will destroy superstition, but it will no» 
injure true religion. Science is the foundation of real reli­
gion. Science teaches us the consequences of actions, the 
rights and duties of all. Without science there can be n° 
real religion.

Only those who live on the labor of the ignorant are the 
enemies of science. Real love and real religion arc in ®° 
danger from science. The more we know the safor all go0“ 
things are. ,

Do I think that the marriage of the sickly and disease! 
ought to be prevented by law ?

I have not much confidence in law—in law that I kuo^ 
cannot bo carried out. The poor, the sickly, tho diseased, 
as long as they are ignorant, will marry and help fill th° 
world with wretchedness and want.

We must rely on education instead of legislation.
We must teach the consequences of actions. Wo must 

show the sickly and diseased what their children will he- 
Wo must proach the gospel of tho body. I believe tho tim® 
will come when the public thought will be so great and grand 
that it will be looked upon as infamous to perpetuate disease 
—to leave a legacy of agony.

I believe the time will come when men will refuse to fi‘* 
the future with consumption and insanity. Yes, we shall 
study ourselves. We shall understand the conditions °* 
health and then we shall s a y : We are under obligation to 
put the flags of health in the cheeks of our children.

Even if I should get to heaven and havo a harp, I kno# 
that I could not bear to see my descendants still on the 
earth, diseased, deformed, crazed—all suffering tho penalties 
of my ignorance. Lot us havo moro science and moro sen­
timent—moro knowledge and moro conscience—more liberty 
and more love.

Modern Priestcraft.

Not long ago the following interesting conversation between 
a minister and a lukewarm member of his church was acci­
dentally overheard:—

The Minister : Mr. ----- , “ I have not seen you at church
lately. I hope you have not forgotteu that it is a duty 've 
owe to God to make full use of all tho means of grace ho has 
graciously provided for us, and that great is the sin of tho»0 
who neglect them. My dear friend, he is displeased with 
your conduct, and you havo no excuse to offer him.”

Mr. ----- : “ Quito true, sir; but I thought I could worship
God at home, in tho fields, or anywhere. I have not give® 
up reading the Bible and praying altogether, though I adm1* 
I havo not been so regular in my attendance at church lately-
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P°i> t you tliiuk God can hear and answer such prayer, and 
a<*ept such worship?”
to t]HE Min!stkr : “ Of course, my friend, all things are possible 
nite 6 Alm'ghty > I*UL y°u know, he has seen fit, in his infi- 

wisdom, to adopt certain ways, and to appoint certain 
¡8 ans; ky which the great salvation may be secured, and it 
Hon exPec* kim to depart from them. It is in Ids
jj.. s? Re meets his people and gives them peace and joy. 
h S ln kis House he pours out his Spirit and gladdens the 
D, r 8,°I kis elect, and it is in his House he blesses the 
^eaohing 0f the (}0Spei to the salvation of immortal souls, 
■»h ar° kuf dust; we have no right to ask him the reason 

jj 0Br °ne duty is to fall in with his ordained plan.”
' (somewhat crestfallen, but not altogether con- 

can t : " ^ou may bo right, sir, but for the life of me I 
aj) ,°‘ And all that in the Bible. I do not doubt that God 
¡s 101Q*ed the Church and its ordinances ; but, surely, if he 

°or Heavenly Father, be will hear our humble cry 
u«ever we may happen to be.” 

a r„HK Minister (thoroughly roused, red in the face, and .u. 
fall s°d voice) : “ I am sorry for you. You have certainly 
Ghost • °m 8race’ and the Devil has supplanted the Holy 
on v m y°ur heart. Oh, as you love your soul, repent, go 
dearT11 bnees and make full confession of your sin to the 
and t i°r^’ atld ask him, for Calvary’s sake, to forgive you 
aQd f 6 you kack again. You are on dangerous ground, 
door' n ° U Were to die in your present state of mind, the 
t0 s ot heaven would be shut against you. God has promised 
witjj,? Us on certain conditions, and if we do not comply 
the as made known to his Church, well, we must take

consequences. You are now outside the ring of the 
'»ons Covei 

Without i
that?’ an<̂  the murderers, and the idolators, and everyone 

jjR0Vetk and maketh a lie.’ Beware!” 
the m'-'T -'n a subdued, penitent tone, really frightened at
f°r ta]1̂ 18̂ 61'8 solemn warning) : “ Thank you sincerely, sir, 
y°u ];UDg 80 much trouble on my behalf. I always believed 
4-,.̂  Verv HPn.r • T n.m PHI if. A QnvA if. nnw r T w i l l

Qs , JJ? Covenant of Grace ; and as the blessed Word tells 
cators h°ut are tbo dogs, and the sorcerers, and the forni

try a‘',cu Very near God ; I am quite sure of it now. I will 
Thi’ i f en<̂  ways. Pray for me, sir.” 

alwav Minister (conscious of victory and smiling) : 111 
y0)1)/ 8 ^ray ôr you’ an(I I°r a^ people. I have only 
churc?W,n ?°°d at heart, you know. Now, be sure to be at 
Set ag1 *,wice on Sunday, aud don’t forget it is the Sunday 
°f tvPar V r.0£Q *ko quarterly collection towards the support 

m,nistry God bless you.”
Serin, (feeling as if ho had successfully got through a 
“ Aga,S °1Feration, and obtained a fresh outlook upon life): 
m0re U f thank you from my heart, and may God bless you 

and more in your grand work. Good day, sir.”

it if,*10 Hays that priestcraft is a thing of tho past ? Why, 
altered?  °Porarive to-day as ever, though in a somewhat 
C’hn J ,  orrn- It is the secret of the success of most of thoV jQ U l 'n l  —  D U l / i O «  MIJVJ o u p t i C O B  U L  U i  UUCJ

pe0pi6 08 everywhere. And it will continue as long as 
Tb0 ar° ignorant and superstitious enough to submit to it. 
silly ^  y thing that can destroy it is education. It is tho 
ttiakeg6a . 688 which inevitably accompanies ignorance that 
priest P.riestcraft possiblo. As knowledge advances, tho 
formi’t * Priests— Protestant, Episcopalian, and Noncon- 
of ti)e ’ a.8 Well as Catholic—must retire; and the downfall 
of ay Priest will involve tho downfall of the Church, and 

0rni8 of supernatural religion. Cf.lticub.

a portion of their space to “ Revelations ” and Leo XIII. 
appointed in 1896 a Commission to inquire into Freemasonry, 
which convened an International Congress at Trent. This 
Congress, at which thirty-six bishops were present, met at 
the end of September, and Leo Taxil was the hero of the 
hour. He professed to have received some of his “ Revela­
tions ” from a young Englishwoman, Diana Vaughan. 
Among her marvellous stories was one of a seance at Malta 
during which Lucifer himself appeared and, at her request, 
conjured up one of her ancestors. She alleged that Admiral 
Markham, on receiving his command in the Mediterranean, 
was made grand maître d’honneur of the “ Parfait triangle ” 
at Malta which possessed a wonderful talisman, la flèche de 
fer. When he read her account of that séance he expressed 
his disbelief in it to Captain Hughes, whereupon la flèche de 
fer  planted itself in his breast and carried him to Charles­
town, where becoming alive, it asked him : “ Dost thou now 
believe !! ” On his replying in the affirmative, he was
transported back to Malta and there relieved of the talisman 
in the presence of Captain Hughes. This preposterous story 
may be read in the Mémoires d’une ex-Palladiste, parfaite  
in itiée , indépendante, by any one who has a reader’s ticket 
for the British Museum. At the Congress of Trent four 
German priests had common sense enough to press for some 
definite information about Diana Vaughan, and ultimately 
Taxil was forced to announce that he would bring her to a 
meeting in Paris convened for April 19, 1897. He appeared 
there and told his audience that Diana Vaughan was a myth 
and that he had been trying for ten years to sound the un­
fathomable stupidity of Catholics. He then escaped and has 
never been heard of since.— The Academy.

HELL.
Madame—you can have no idea of Hell 1 We have very 

few official returns from that place. Still it is rank calumny 
to say that down there all tho poor souls are compelled to 
read all day long all the dull sermons which were ever 
printed on earth. Bad as hell is, it has not quite come to 
that,— Satan will never invent such refinement of torture. 
On tho other hand, Dante’s description is too mild—I may 
say. on the whole, too poetic. Hell appeared to me like a 
great town-kitchen, with an endlessly long stove, on which 
were placed three rows of iron pots, and in these sat the 
damned, and were cooked. In one row were placed Chris­
tian sinners, and, incredible as it may seem, their number 
was anything but small, and tho devils poked the fire up 
under them with especial good will. In the next row were 
Jews, who continually screamed and cried, and were occa­
sionally mocked by the fiends, which sometimes seemed odd 
enough—as, for instance, when a fat wheezy old pawn­
broker complained of the heat, and a little devil poured 
several buckets of cold water on his head, that he might 
realiso what a refreshing benefit baptism was. In the third 
row sat the heathen, who, like the Jews, could take no part 
in salvation, and must burn for ever. I hoard ono of tho 
latter, as a square-built, burly devil put fresh coals under 
his kettle, cry out from his pot—“ Spare me 1 I was once 
Socrates, the wisest of mortals—I taught Truth and Justice, 
and sacrificd my life for Virtuo.” But the clumsy, stupid 
devil went on with his work, and grumbled—“ Oh, shut up, 
there! All heathens must burn, and we can’t make an 
exception for the sake of a single man.—Heine,

“ Leo Taxil.”
■1 llJm y-
°^Ucat ?'] wbose real name was Gabriel Jogand-Pages was 
l87g , tlle Jesuits. Ho became a journalist, and about 
He pubF if him8elf conspicuous by attacks on tho clergy. 
<le j>j(: an infamous book entitled Les Amours Secretes
able pe ai'J other works so abominablo that all respect- 
8llfi<lepl0 • Woro disgusted. To acquire a new position he 
^as re 'n -^pril 1885, announced .his conversion. This 
a0d Ultramontane circles as a miracle of grace,
humi . aPal Nuncio himself relieved him of tho cxcom- 
fiuipet0 *°n lata sententia, Taxil then proceeded in 
These .writings to reveal tho secrets of Freemasonry. 
ably abV°d'1Ction8’ ful1 mos  ̂ ¿“decent and unspeak-
fiy siplt18|Ur<̂  Rories, were widely read and implicitly believed 
'Vat) Ihat°Fn*n^e^ PeoP̂ 6, The basis of his “ Revelations ” 
ihe taje ' recmasons worshiped the Devil. Others took up 
Publish ’? ® 0^  tbem an Italian, Domenico Margiotta, who 
Preface?} ®ren°b!o a volumo on tbo worship of Satan, 
°f the ry y tbo apostolic benediction of Mgr. Fava, Bishop 
fiy copf 10?ese- Leo XIII. showed his approval of the work 
Â 8r. paJri?? on its author tho Order of the Holy Sepulchre.

rumself produced a book entitled Le Secret de la 
*be Pop0i";0”nerie- appearauco of which was greeted by 
°* Juno 7 a Latin poem which appeared in the Univers 

' 898. All ecclesiastical journals in France devoted

The world and all things in it are valuable, but the most 
valuable thing in the world is a virtuous woman.—Mohammed.

Obituary.

With regret I have to record yet another death from among 
the old stalwarts of Freethought and Secularism— Mr. Urich 
Studdard, at tho age of eighty-four. A man of quiet disposi­
tion, upright and sterling in all his dealings with his fellows, 
ever ready to assist tho needy, and always for tho uplifting of 
the people, he was a man whom to know was to admire. He 
was one of the founders of the old Huddersfield Secular Society, 
and during what has come to bo termed “ tho fierce Bradlaugli 
struggles ” ho rendered valuablo aid both financially and per­
sonally. The samo assistance he also cheerfully gave to our 
present President of the N. S. S. In fact, his admiration for 
both Mr. Bradlaugh and Mr. Foote during their continuous 
fights, was unbounded. He was a very old tradesman of this 
Borough, but had retired from active business a few years ago 
to live in comparative quiet, until the decease of his life-long 
and devoted wife some months ago, when he gradually began 
to give w-ay in health until the end came. “ He was a man.” 
—\V. H. S pivey.
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SU NDAY LECTURE NOTICES, etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday 
and be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
Outdoor.

B ethnal G reen B ranch N. S. S. (Victoria Park, near the 
Fountain): 3.15 and 6.15, L. B. Gallagher.

Camberwell B ranch N. S. S . : Kushcroft-road (side of Brixton 
Theatre), Brixton-road, 11.30, Ernest Edwin; Brockwell Park, 
3.15 and 6, C. Cohen.

Clapham Common : 3, A. D. Howell Smith, B.A., “ The
Fourth Gospel.”

K inosland B ranch N. S. S. (Ridley-road, Dalston): 11.30, 
J. W. Marshall, “ Christ and Christianity.”

N orth L ondon B ranch N. S. S. (Parliament Hill, Hampstead): 
3.15, F. A. Davies, “ Miss Billington and the Bible G.30, H. S. 
Wishart, “ Morality Without God.”

COUNTRY.
L iverpool B ranch N. S. S. (Milton Hall, Daulby-street) : 

7, J. Arnold Sharpley, “ God the Lounger.”
M ountain Ash B ranch N . S. S. (Glyde’s Restaurant, Com­

mercial-street) : 2, T. Bennett, “ From Christian to Secular 
Platform.”

P orth B ranch N. S. S. (Secular Room, Town Hall) : G.30, 
S. Holman, “ God is Love.”

South S hields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, Market­
place) : 7.30, Marsden Picnic, etc.

Outdoor.
G lasgow R ationalist A ssociation; Jail-square, G.30, Ignatius 

McNulty, “ Bible Profligates.”

TRUE MORALITY:
Or The Theory and Practice of Neo-Malthusianism,

IS, I BELIEVE,

TH E BEST BOOK
* ON THIS SUBJECT.

Superfine Large-paper Edition, 176 page», with Portrait and Auto­
graph, bound in cloth, gilt-lettered, poet free It. a copy.

In order that it may have a large circulation, and to bring it 
within the reach of the poor, I have issued

A POPULAR EDITION IN PAPER COVERS.
A copy of this edition post free for 2d. A dozen copies, for dis­

tribution, post free for one shilling.
The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, says: “ Mr.

Holmes’s pamphlet.......is an almost unexceptional statement
of the Neo-Malthusianism theory and practice.......and through­
out appeals to moral feeling.......The special value of Mr.
Holmes’s service to the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human 
well-being generally is just his combination in his pamphlet 
of a plain statement of the physical and moral need for family 
limitation, with a plain account of the means by which it can be 
secured, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the 
lowest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. 
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very high terms. 

Order» should be sent to the author,
J, R. HOLMES, EAST HANNEY, WANTAGE.

Thwaites’ Liver Pills.
The Best Fam ily  M edicine in  the  W orld.

W ill cure Liver, K idney, and all Stomach Diseases effectually.
Good for Heart Troubles and Cardiac Complaints, Female 

Ailments, Anosmia.
Is. l£d. and 2s. 9d. per Box.

Post free 14 or 33 stamps. Directions with each box.
G. THWAITES, Herbalist,

2, Church Bow, Stockton-on-Tees, and 
24, Linthorpe Boad, Middlesbrough. 

THWAITES’ LIVER PILLS are not Sugar-coated or got up to 
deceive, nor factory made, but are made from Herbs by a Herbalist 
of nearly 40 years’ experience in curing disease with Herbs and 

preparations from them.

IS THE BIBLE INSPIRED?
This Useful Pamphlet by

Mr .  G. W.  F O O T E .
Will be forwarded, post free, for

T HREE HALFPENCE.
T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle street, Farringdon-street, E.C,

T H E  BOOK OF GOO
IN THE LIGHT OF THE HIGHER CRITICISM. 

By G. VV. F O O T E .

“ I have read with great pleasure your Book of God. You have 
shown with perfect clearness the absurdity of Dean Farrar 
position I congratulate you on your book. It will do great goo“’ 
because it is filled with the best of sense expressed with force an® 
beauty.”—Colonel I noersoll.

“ A volume we strongly recommend........Ought to be in tb®
hands of every earnest and sincere inquirer.”—Reynolds'» New*' 
paper.

Bound in Stout Paper Covers- - ■ - 1 /•
Bound in Good C l o t h ...........................2/-

B I B L E  H E R O E S .
By G. W . FOOTE.

Adam—Noah—Abraham—Jacob—Joseph—Joseph’s Brethren-— 
Moses— Aaron — ,T oshua — Jephthah—Samson—Samuel—Saul'' 
David—Solomon — Job — Elijah— Elisha — Jehu—Daniel —-Tb® 
Prophets—Peter—Paul.

200 pages, Cloth, 2s. 6d.

INTERNATIONAL FREETHOÜGHT CONGRESS-

A Photograph of the National Secular Society’0 
Delegates taken beneath the Voltaire Statue 

in Paris, September, 1905.

Well Mounted for Framing, 15 by 20 ins.

ONLY A LIMITED NUMBER OF COPIES.

P r i c e  H A L F - A - C R O W N .
(Securely Packed and Post Free)

From—
The Secretary, N.S.S., 2 Newcastle-St., E.C.

Books W anted for Office Purposes.
Prisoner for Blasphemy. The Diegesis, Robt. Tayl°r'

PAMPHLETS.
The Value of Tins Earthly Life, E. B. Avcling. Any Pamphl®  ̂

by Joseph Symes. Or old Debates.

State condition and Price—
T he S ecretary, N. S. S.,

2 Newcastle-strcet, E.C.

A NEW EDITION. NOW READY.
Colonel Ingersoll’s Last Lecture.

W H A T  IS  R E L IG IO N ?
An Address delivered before the American Free Religion0 

Association at Boston, Juno 2, 1899.
Price Twopence.

Take a Road of Your Own
Or, In dividuality and Mental Freedom

By COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL
PRICE ONE PENNY
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T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y ,
(LIMITED)

Company Limited by Guarantee.
Registered Office—2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.C. 

Chairman of Board of Directors—Me. G. W. FOOTE. 
Secretary—E. M. VANCE (Miss).

nc. was formed in 1898 to afford legal security to the
Th SIi ron ttn4 application of funds for Secular purposes.

0 .̂ « Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society’s 
Bhonn y,are :—r̂ ° promote the principle that human conduct 

nr u B ^ased upon natural knowledge, and not upon super- 
tad of , e*’ an<d that human welfare in this world is the proper
T o / a“ thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry. 
Plote Orn°̂ 0 nn*verSflI Secular Education. To promote the com- 
lawj .^aaiarisation of the State, etc., etc. And to do all such 
hold * .n§8 aa are conducive to such objects. Also to have,
0t k ’ re°eive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised, 
the ^ Ueat)hed by any person, and to employ the same for any of 

The^'v'6? °* tlle Society.
flhoolfl Iability °f members is limited to £1, in case the Society 
h&bil'r 61 '5e wotln<I up and the assets were insufficient to cover 

— ltlaa—a moat unlikely contingency.
i pay an entrance fee of ton shillings, and a subsequent 

The QUO?014ption of five shillings. 
la,_ ® Society has a considerable number of members, but a much 
Sained aurr êr >a desirable, and it is hoped that some will he 
it narf;vmon§s*: those who read this announcement. All who join 

’ ta in the control of its business and the trusteeship of
ti0n 8°®roes. It ia expressly provided in the Articles of Associa­
t e  r ■ 110 raember, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from 
ativ °01ety> either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in

Th a wilatever.
bir ® society’s affairs are managed by an elected Board of 
tffei tora> consisting of not less than five and not more than 

e members, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) each year,

but are oapable of re-eleotion. An Annual General Meeting of 
members must be held in London, to receive the Report, elect 
new Directors, and transact any other business that may arise.

Being a duly registered body, the Seoular Society, Limited, 
can receive donations and bequests with absolute security. 
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to make 
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favor in their 
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension 
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The executors 
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary course of 
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in 
connection with any of the wills by which the Society has 
already been benefited.

The Society’s solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battcock 23 
Rood-lane, Fenchurch-street, London, E.C.

A Form of Bequest.—The following is a sufficient form of 
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators :—“ I give and
“ bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited, the sum of £ -----
" free from Legacy Duty, and I direct that a receipt signed by 
“ two members of the Board of the said Society and the Secretary 
“ thereof shall be a good discharge to my Executors for the 
“ said Legacy.”

Friends of the Society who have remembered it in their wills, 
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary of 
the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will 
(if desired) treat it aa strictly confidential. This is not necessary, 
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, and 
their contents have to be established by competent testimony.

THE BIBLE HANDBOOK
FOR

FREETH INK ERS AND INQUIRING CHRISTIANS
TCHTTTi'TI TfV

G. W. FOOTE AND w . P. BALL
A N ew  Edition, Revised, and H andsom ely Printed

CONTENTS:
Part I.—Bible Contradictions. Part II.—Bible Absurdities. Part III.—Bible Atrocities.

Th ^  Immora^^es> Indecencies, Obscenities, Broken Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies.
8 above four useful parts, convenient for the pocket, may be had separately, FOURPENCE E ach, or the 

whole, bound in one volume, Is. 6d.; Best Edition, bound in cloth, 2s. 6d. (Postage 3d.)
. ' This is a volume which we strongly commend to all interested in the study of the Judaic-Christian Scriptures, 
is edited by G. W. Foote and W. P. Ball, and Published by the Froothonght Publishing Company, 2 Newcastle-street, 

p / ’/fHon-atroot, London, E.C., prico Is. 6d. Indeed, we cannot conceive any Christian as having a faith worth 
( i " nn'ess has studied this remarkable volume. Teachers in Sunday and elementary schools will find it of 

Perf *a va*uo as an aid to tho exposition of the Christian religion from a thoughtful and critical standpoint. It is a 
and arrQy facts and comparisons. Since 1888 it has been tho standard volume of tho subject with which it deals, 

*ts popularity is emphasised by the fact that the public havo demanded a new edition."—Reynolds's Newspaper.

Under the Ban of the London County Council.
T H E  P O P U L A R  E D I T I O N

(Revised and Enlarged)

“BIBLE ROMANCES”
BY

G. W. F O O T E
With a Portrait of the Author

e*0erti* n°H.'i Newspaper says:—“Mr. G. W. Foote, chairman of tho Secular Socioty, is well known as a man of 
ability. His Biblo Romances have had a largo sale in tho original edition. A popular, revised, and 

street t 0ĉ *ot1' at the price of 6d., has now boon published by tho Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastlo-street, Farringdon- 
of m0d ndo.n> f°r the Secular Socioty. Thus, within the reach of almost everyone, the ripest thought of tho loaders 

ern opinion are being placed from day to day.”

144 Large Double-Column Pages, Good Print, Good Paper
S IX  P E N C E — N E T

(Post Free, 8d)
PIONEER” PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C,
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W O R K S  BY G. W. F O O T E
ATHEISM AND MORALITY 2d., post id.
RIBLE AND BEER. Showing the absurdity of basing 

Teetoialism on the Christian Scriptures. Careful, thorough, 
and accurate. Ereetliinkers should keep iliis pamphlet by 
them. 4d., post id.

BIBLE HANDBOOK EOR FREETHINKERS AND IN­
QUIRING CHRISTIANS. A new edition, revised .and 
handsomely printed. Cheap edition, paper cover, Is. Cd. ; 
cloth 2s. 6d., post 2£d.

BIBLE HEROES. New edition. Each part, paper Is., post Id. 
Superior edition (200 pages), complete, cloth, 2s. 0d., 
post 2Jd.

BIBLE ROMANCES. Popular edition, with Portrait, paper 
6d., post 2id. Superior edition (ICO pages), cloth 2s., 
post 2£d.

CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS. Second and cheaper 
edition. Recommended by Mr. Robert Blatchford in God 
and ?iy Neighbor. Id., post id.

CHRISTIANITY AND SECULARISM. Four Nights’ Public 
Debate with the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Paper, Is. ; 
cloth Is. 6d., post 2d.

CRIMES OF CHRISTIANITY. Hundreds of references are 
given to standard authorities. No pains have l)9en spared to 
make the work a complete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable 
Indictment of Christianity. The Tree is judged by its 
Fruit. Cloth (244 pp.), 2s. (id., post 3d.

COMIC SERMONS AND OTHER FANTASIAS. 8d„ post Id.
DARWIN ON GOD. Containing all the passages in the works 

of Darwin bearing on the subject of religion. Gd., post Id.
DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH. Three hours’ Address to the 

Jury before Lord Coleridge. With Special Preface and 
many Footnotes. 4d., post Id.

DROPPING THE D E V IL : and Other Free Church Per­
formances. 2d., post id.

FLOWERS OF FREETHOUGHT. First Series, cloth, 2s. Gd., 
post 3d. Second Series, cloth 2s. Gd., post 3d.

GOD AT CHICAGO. A useful Tract. Per 100, Gd., post Id.
GOD SAVE THE KING. An English Republican’s Coronation 

Notes. 2d., post Jd.
HALL OF SCIENCE LIBEL CASE, with Full and True 

Account of the “ Leeds Orgies.” 3d., post Id.
INFIDEL DEATH-BEDS. Second edition, much enlarged. 

8d., post Id. Superfine paper in cloth, Is. 3d., post lid .
INTERVIEW WITH THE DEVIL. 2d., post id.
IS SOCIALISM SOUND? Four Nights’ Public Debate with 

Annie Besant. Is,, post lid . ; cloth, 2s., post 2|d.
IS THE BIBLE INSPIRED ? A Criticism of Lux Mundi. 

Id., post Jd.
INGERSOLLISM DEFENDED AGAINST ARCHDEACON 

FARRAR. 2d., post Jd.
JOHN MORLEY AS A FREETHINKER. 2d., post Jd.
LETTERS TO THE CLERGY. (128 pp.). Is., post 2d.
LETTERS TO JESUS CHRIST. Id., post id.

LIE IN FIVE CHAPTERS; or, Hugh Price Hughes’ Con­
verted Atheist. Id., post id.

MRS. BESANT’S THEOSOPHY. A Candid Criticism. 
2d., post id.

MY RESURRECTION. A Missing Chapter from the Gospel 
of Matthew. 2d., post id.

PECULIAR PEOPLE. An Open Letter to Mr. Justice Will8- 
Id., post id.

PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM. 3d., post id. 
REMINISCENCES OF CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 6d” 

post Id.
ROME OR ATHEISM? The Great Alternative. 3d., post F1- 
ROYAL PAUPERS. Showing what Royalty does for the 

People and what the People do for Royalty. 2d., post id. 
SALVATION SYRUP; or, Light on Darkest England. A 

Reply to General Booth. 2d., post id.
SECULARISM AND THEOSOPHY." A Rejoinder to Mrs. 

Besant. 2d., post id.
THE BOOK OF GOD, in the Light of the Higher Criticism. 

With Special Reference to Dean Farrar’s Apology. Paper- 
I s .; cloth, 2s., post 2d.

THE GRAND OLD BOOK. A Reply to the Grand Old Mam 
An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone s
Impregnable Bock of Holy Scripture. I s . ; bound in cloth’ 
Is. Gd., post lid .

THE BIBLE GOD. 2d., post id.
THE ATHEIST SHOEMAKER and the Rev. Hugh Price 

Hughes. Id., post id.
THE IMPOSSIBLE CREED. An Open Letter to Bishop 

Magee on the Sermon on the Mount. 2d., post id.
THE SIGN OF THE CROSS. A Candid Criticism of Mr.

Wilson Barret’s Play. Gd., post lid .
THE DYING ATHEIST. A Story. Id., post Ad.
THEISM OR ATHEISM? Public Debate between G. W- 

Foote and the Rev. W. T. Lee. Verbatim Report, revised 
by both Disputants. Well printed and neatly bound. 
Is., post lid .

THE NEW CAGLIOSTRO. An Open Letter to Madame 
Blavatsky. 2d., post id.

THE JEWISH LIFE OF CHRIST. Being the Sepher Toldnth 
Jeshu, or Book of the Generation of Jesus. Edited, with »n 
Historical Preface and Voluminous Notes, by G. W. Foote 
and J. M. Wheeler. Gd., post Id.

THE PASSING OF JESUS. The Last Adventures of the 
First Messiah. 2d., post id.

WAS JESUS INSANE ? A "Searching Inquiry into the Mental 
Condition of the Prophet of Nazareth. Id., post id.

WHAT IS AGNOSTICISM? With Observations on Huxley. 
Bradlaugh, and Ingersoll, and a Reply to George Jacob 
Holyoake ; also a Defence of Atheism. 3d., post Ad.

WHO WAS THE FATHER OF JESUS ? 2d., post Ad. 
WILL CHRIST SAVE US? Gd., post Id.

W O R K S BY COLONEL INGERSOLL.
A CHRISTIAN CATECHISM. One of the most useful and 

brilliant of Colonel Ingersoll's pamphlets. Gd., post Id.
ART AND MORALITY. 2d., post id.
A WOODEN GOD. Id., post id.
CREEDS AND SPIRITUALITY. Id., post id.
CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 3d., post id  
DEFENCE OF FREETHOUGHT. Five Hours’ Address to 

the Jury at the Trial for Blasphemy of C. B. Reynolds. 4d., 
post id.

DO I BLASPHEME ? 2d., post id.
ERNEST RENAN. 2d., post id.
FAITH AND FACT. Reply to Rev. Dr. Field. 2d., post Ad. 
GOD AND THE STATE. 2d., post id.
HOUSE OF DEATH. Being Funeral Orations and Addresses 

on various occasions. Is., post 2d.
INGERSOLL’S ADVICE TO PARENTS. Keep Children out 

of Church and Sunday-school. Id.
LAST WORDS ON SUICIDE. 2d., post Ad.
LECTURES. Popular Edition. Paper covers, Gd., post Id. 
LIVE TOPICS. Id., post id.
MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE. An Agnostic’s View. 2d., 

post id.
MYTH AND MIRACLE. Id., post id.
ORATION ON LINCOLN. 3d., post id.
ORATION ON THE GOD3. Gd., po t̂ Id.
ORATION ON VOLTAIRE. 3d., post id  
ORATION ON WALT WHITMAN. 3d post Id.
REAL BLASPHEMY. Id., post id.

REPLY TO GLADSTONE. With a Biography by the late 
J. M. Wheeler. 4d., post Id.

ROME OR REASON ? A Reply to Cardinal Manning. 3d., 
post Id.

SHAKESPEARE. Gd., post Id.
SKULLS. 2d., post id.
SOCIAL SALVATION. 2d., post id.
SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES. 13G pp.. on superfine paper- 

cloth 2s. Gd., post 3d. ; paper Is., post lid . Only complex 
edition in England. Accurate as Colenso and as fascinating 
as a novel. Abridged Edition, 1G pp. Id., post id.

SUPERSTITION. Gd., post Id.
TAKE A ROAD OF YOUR OWN. Id., post id.
THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 3d., post id.
THE COMING CIVILISATION. 3d., post id. “
THE DEVIL. Gd., post Id.
THE DYING CREED. 2d., post id.
THE GHOSTS. Superior Edition, 3d., post id.
THE HOLY BIBLE. Gd., post Id.
THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH. 2d., post id.
THE LIMITS OF TOLERATION. A Discussion with the 

Hon. F. D. Coudert and Gov. S. L. Woodford. 2d., post i d-
THE THREE PHILANTHROPISTS. 2d., post lid .
WHAT IS RELIGION? Colonel Ingersoll’s Las"t Lecture. 

2d., post id.
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 2d., post id.
WHY AM I AN AGNOSTIC? 2d., post id.
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