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Nothing else can sufficiently inure and steel a man

the prevailing prejudices of the world hut that

la °f mind which arises from non-conformity to its
Visions in matters of religion.— Hazlitt,

Some Personal Notes.

p B the seventeenth time | have been elected
resident of the National Secular Society. Six-
j 1 elections have taken place at Annual Con-
fences. The first election took place at a special
embers’ meeting at the Hall of Science in Feb-
( “ry» 1890, when the great Charles Bradlaugh
a ,° ffied within a year) resigned the Presidency
« dominated me as his successor. | have thero-
'e.given sixteen years and a half of honorary
vige to t+1© post,
9 tigtee mueh to expect that | shall give another
bejGen ,yeaks .80 .& ,half of .such service. Long
t0 Ore the end of that period, if | am alive, X kinjpel
a younger man leading the fighting forces of
Rplar English Freethought.
oin moanwhilo | shall go on with my work,

iec » Ybe p&' * can’ axP trusting that 1 shall

buteiv® n°~ on” 8eneral support of the party,
ior fABD a generous judgment of my performance,

j p tew positions are more difficult than mine, and
it ari never heard of any rush of candidates to fill
1'8 aplconsulted my own ease of mind and body
189n°.U< tiave declined Bradlaugh’s nomination in
i- >hut he told me that it was my duty to accept
tbGuila t felt that ho was right, so | faced the painful
the*~ rca™  official leadership, just as | had faced
prison gates seven years before.
eQr°° quality, | believe, the Freothought party felt
od nfr in me. | was never fond of turning my back
, e - Tho party had seen me stand firm
?ea 6 Sr©ateat press prosecution of tho last fifty
W 8*and had a reasonable assurance that | should
assi iUn away from any danger. now far that
tnj ranee has been justified | leave it to others
“ «otermine.
the ~ Pam iHOBt dbpudded to Pridle mysdlk upenl
ttiowdMGnts of self-satisfaction that overtake all
g. , S ig the devising and establishing of tho
enni Society, Limited. The thing looks easy
(0 agh now ; everything looks easy when it is once
its ' bu”™ nobody knows tho trouble it gave mo in
inception. | took tho idea to bed with mo, | got
it in the morning. Everybody | approached
them™16 ~ was an impossibility. 1 had to convert
m to my way of thinking. Tho last unconverted
j_ u believe, was the late Mr. Holyoake. Mr.
Vhi v M°/~®rtson, in his new History of Frccthouglit,
t0 ¢r! t am going to review shortly, has a reference
tho i® raatter. Ho speaks of “ tho importance of
W ° @nomic ba«is” in propaganda, and points out
W Quests for Freothought purposes wore frus-
ea by the Blasphemy Laws (—
“And as regards tho main source of most religious
endowments, bequest by will, froethouglit is_in this
ountry absolutely interdicted from any save circuitous
Provision. Not till the present President of the National
ocular Society discovered that bequests to a registered
~ inpany oscapo the old law could any such provision bo
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This shows that Mr. Bobertson
than some of his associates. Had he read all
lihat | have written about the Secular Society,
Limited, I do not think he would even have used
i;he word “ circuitous.” There is nothing circuitous
in the provision that may be made for Freethought
through such an Incorporation. If he reply that
such a registered Society is not a Trust, | should
rejoin that it is better than a Trust; more direct,
more certain, more secure, and, at the same time,
more flexible.

Several legacies have already accrued to the
Secular Society, Limited—every one of whose
Directors, by the way, is a member of the National
Secular Society. | may add that the Society is sole
residuary legatee under the will of the late Mr.
Joseph Townsend, of Southport, who died last
September, while 1 was attending the Paris Con-
gress. Some legacies are payable, and the estate is
further chargeable with certain annuities; but the
balance of income, and eventually the whole residue
of the estate, will accrue to the Secular Society,
Limited. | am myself one of the executors, and it
would be well, | think, to appoint me so in any will
under which tho Society is to benefit in the same
way, or very materially in any way.

I wish now to deal with a very different subject.
From time to time | am requested to attend funerals.
Loyal Freethinkers, who have read this journal for
many years, and have been members of the party all
tho time, sometimes turn, quite naturally, to the
Editor and President in their hour of trial. But |
am sure they will see, when | point it out, how im-
possible it is for me to accede to such requests except
on very rare occasions. | am a very busy man, my
work does not get less, and | do not get younger.
Twice within the last month | have been asked to
attend a funeral in the very north of England. The
second request reached mo on Sunday morning, the
funeral was on Monday afternoon, and to attend it |
should have had to travel first of all to London, then
all night to tho north, and all night back, in order to
bo at my office on Tuesday morning. Two consecu-
tive nights out of bod are a trying experience, and |
am really not able to stand it unless the call is a
great one. Moreover, | am under an obligation to
bring the Freethinker out properly, and this is a duty
I cannot think of neglecting. Had | been freer |
would have strained a point to carry what comfort |
could to tho tortured heart of a woman who has lost
a beloved daughter in the bloom of her youth and the
height of her promise. | bow to a loving mother’s
heart, especially in its hour of loss and grief, before
anything else in the world.

And now | want to say a few words on a very
delicate matter. | have more than once stated that
the Freethinker has improved in circulation during
tho past eighteen months. This is perfectly true,
and the paper would just pay its way (including
editorial expenses) if it stood separately. But it is
bound up with a rather expensive establishment,
which the Freothought Publishing Company is
obliged to maintain because of the very nature of its
business. There is no security unless we print and
publish the Freethinker ourselves; at least there is
no such security at present. And the result is a
deficiency which | have to bear the burden of, for
tho simple reason that there is no one else to bear

is fairer-minded
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it. My salary as editor of the Freethinker, as well as
managing director of the Company, is a very modest
one, but for a considerable time | have been unable
to obtain it. Before the winter season begins | shall
have to lay the situation more openly before the
Freethought party with a view to improving it
financially (which 1 believe is not difficult) in the
immediate future.

< In the meantime my friends, and the friends of the
Freethinker, will be able to estimate the importance
of Mr. de Caux’s appeal. A complete holiday, with
full freedom from work, is a thing | cannot look
forward to. | am unable leave the paper for any length
of time. But | can still spend a portion of the
summer, by weekly instalments, in recuperating my
energies for another hard winter’'s work. It is not
merely a holiday, therefore, that Mr. de Caux’s appeal
aims at; it is a deeper and broader object which all
who have read so far will easily understand.

Mr. de Caux’s appeal will not be inserted again.
It must be known now to all who would be likely to
respond ; it cannot be allowed to drag along for many
weeks.

Only one thing is to be added. A few good Free-
thinkers have sent small subscriptions, such as five
shillings and even half-a-crown, after reading last
week’s issue of this paper. | raise my hat to these
generous souls, but 1 do not want to take anything
from persons as poor as, or poorer than, myself. The
appeal is to those who are better off. There are quite
enough of such in our party to do what is necessary,
and | never yet heard of a man (or woman) who gave
in this way and regretted it afterwards. On the
contrary, | believe that if well-to-do Freethinkers
subscribed more liberally to the cause they would
love it all the more, and would come to feel its wel-
fare as bound up with their own. Q w Foote.

A New History of Freethought—II.

(Concluded from p. 355.)

There are many other omissions in Mr. Benn's book,
some of which | will here mention but briefly. His
record of people legally punished for blasphemy
stops, in what is now the orthodox manner, with the
punishment of Mr. Holyoake in 1842. Richard
Carlile, with his years of struggle on behalf of free
speech, has but the barest mention. James Thomson
(B.V.) is noticed on account of his “ City of Dreadful
Night,” but with no mention of his Freethought
writings in other directions. The immensely popular
movement associated with the name of Charles
Bradlaugh is likewise without notice. A very brief
notice is given of Bradlaugh’s parliamentary struggle,
which is somewhat misleading, probably because of
its brevity. Mr. Benn states that Bradlaugh carried
a Bill by which members who objected to being
sworn might affirm. The Bill certainly did this ; but
it did more than this. It covered all courts of law,
coroners’ courts, and wherever an oath might be
administered. And when Mr. Benn remarks that
in this contest “ neither the hostile majority nor its
victim greatly distinguished themselves for dignity
of behavior,” one must be permitted to observe that
the striking about the contest was that Bradlaugh
maintained his dignity throughout the whole of the
proceedings in the face of great provocation to the
contrary.

Mr. Benn defends the scant notice of Bradlaugh
and his not giving any place to his opinions on the
grounds that he does not find any addition was made
thereby to the “ rationalism of Hume and Mill, nor
that they havo influenced the general trend of English
opinion. But this | hold to be an altogether erro-
neous view. Much might be said on that blessed
word “ originality,” and it might be argued that in a
very good sense of the word—that of making every
argument he used his own and stamping it with hia
own individuality— Bradlaugh could even lay some
claim to that title, But one would first observe that
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the rule that shuts out Bradlaugh would shut out
many others dealt with by Mr. Benn— Paine, for
example, and many of the Deists. Paine, as is
pointed out, added little or nothing to what had ger®
before. What he did was to set forth in a plain ana
forcible manner the results arrived at, and to demo-
cratise Freethought at once and for ever. Not tha®
Paine’s readers were confined to the “ lower orders.

Mr. Benn points out that Paine’s readers were drawn
from all classes of society, and mentions the case o
Sir James Fitzjames Stephens, who was “ muon
affected by the arguments of Paine,” and who ended
with a complete rejection of Christianity.

In the next place, one must bear in mind the com-
paratively large circulation of Bradlaugh’s writings
the large number of his admirers throughout the
country, and the fact that for years his name was a
household word. Now it would be indeed a mirac e
if under these conditions some influence had no
been exerted on English thought, sluggish as it IS
In other directions Mr. Benn admits the influence o
broad popular movements and the large circulation
of certain forms of literature. Of Colenso’s wor
he remarks that “ we can hardly suppose that a wor®
of which many thousand copies wore sold and eager |
studied left no permanent impression on the helm
of its readers,” and he also points out that th
revival of pietism about the middle of the nineteen
century was probably due to a gradual upheaval o
the more wuneducated and sentimental classe-»
bringing with them their character and conception”™
and imposing them at last on the highest suniml(jf
of thought,” thus admitting that the * leaders
thought are affected by the spread of opinion anlo®
the mass of the people. And if this holds good
Colenso’s writings and of religious popular m°' »
ments, why not of the writings of other people, a
of movements that are not religious? In faC|Lt -
statement would hold with greater truth of Fro
thought than of most other things. For, putting
one side that Freethought literature— particulary
Freethought journals—circulates in much “ bignej®
quarters than Mr. Benn seems to think,
readers may be fairly said to be drawn from the m
thoughtful classes of the community. It does *
appeal to a momentary sensation or to the prospo”
of immediate gain. In the main it makes an app?
to the love of truth, and the typo of mind r“ﬁ‘
to such an appeal certainly counts for =
the intellectual life of a nation. Of course,
affected by the writings of Bradlaugh and otb®f
Freethinkers wore hardly likely to express t
acknowledgment openly ; the views themselves wol
be sufficiently unpopular without adding to t
unpopularity by associating therewith the name3
religious and social outlaws.

Mr. Benn makes the mistake of assuming, gencia”j
that thought only works from above downwards,
does not allow for any movement in a contra% du”™
tion. But suppose that heretical writings ad al
been in Latin, or confined within a narrow cirde

. . Freetboug?%
scholars, does anyone imagine that
would have been anything like so pronouf€ed ®F
general as it is? Popular agitation could no' 0
course, produce those results that could only c”g0
from profound scholarship or long-pursued scien
investigation. But it has helped to provide ~
medium in which such results could livo once n
wore established, and so strengthened the bands 0
made easier the task of investigators. And it IS ia
of the plainest of facts that this popular propaga j0
has called the attention of many to problein
which they would otherwise have paid little a
tion, and driven many of the clergy into conces» -
and admissions such as would never have occu
in its absence. In fact it is only the broadening”
the support on which scientists and others ma” eg8

N

that gives their ideas any security of tenure. Qjai
and teachings that do not, as it were, find a ate
environment suitable to them have an unfor

habit of disappearing. , eep

A section of Mr. Bonn’s book might also have * s

devoted to an account of works such as Feuei ym
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°/ GAnsitimify, Lea’s classical History of

1 t:?Jlo2 Celibacy, and Lange’s History of Materialism.
w s Jne these writers were not English, but neither
whrf ian” Schleirmacher, Comte, and Hegel,
en ;se WGrks are fully and well noticed. It is
auth’Cs Nea™nS with William Smith,
tjnj or  Thorndale and Gravenhurst, no mention is
sam6 ° -an *mP°Hant little work on Ethics by the
the 6 Wri“er> L* this connection we may also note
Olnission of any notice of Lawrence’s Lectures on

bv tli™» VG™ outsP°hen work, and one which, to judge
c¢j 16 replies and references, must have had a wide
flm 8 =« rOader8>the author being a very prominent
Phil? ID~™*8 day- Sir T. C. Morgan’s Sketches of the
Hor°]°M\? and Sfeic7ies of the Philosophy of
®s should likewise have received some mention,

to g senous_omission in Mr. Benn’s book is the failure
str CPPty Lis readers with an account of the long
neol/a 8 ~°r freedom °f the Press, and a con-
g, ?r ac’ount of the state of English law on the
im Stlon of blasphemy. This latter is all the more
Jepl ~7Na? average Englishman is in a state of
odrr°f- 10 1Saorance concerning the nature and
~hil blasphemy laws. It is certain that
aQnPatin laws fonkhelling newspapers remaioed
tinn © ]ued» ile tlif]ﬁy dld not affect the Promulga-
Ihev8 *ergéy ih o more expensive forms,
ranl- la seLously affect |ts circulation among the
bitthar bhe population. Of this long and
full r y*uggle Mr. C. D. Collet has published a very
invi VOr™ diking account, and of special interest
tkatjvT  w”at has been said above, is his statement
Vaa N-Lradlaugh’sdefence inthe Court of Exchequer
<+ f ° m°8b valuable personal contribution ever
lans V-the ~kerty of the Press.” The blasphemy
tilQ Nich made it an impossibility— until the forma-
benun ®ecidar Society Limited—for any one to
Wjtjj a“a money to an avowedly Freethought Society
to Saan” certa,inty of tho society ever receiving it,
tion f ~°~Ing °f the chances of a criminal prosecu-
te n 0l her®y> kavo for years seriously hampered
And™Y°Pagation of advanced ideas among the people,
are j° Naose one may add the Sunday laws which
obstrQ fCOnsta°t operation to the same end, and
U ProPaganda far more than most people
have f6 ~ clear full statement of these facts would
aad tb°°n a valuable contribution both to the history
Betin O tture of the movement chronicled by Mr.

Noo1

Myselfl cl°se this notice without guarding
Werk j against giving the impression that Mr. Benn's
Y One that can bo ignored, or for which all

ecthinkers should not be thankful. 1 have laid
teat™ Q LA?Q emissions, but it is filled with infer-
ior .jlbnat will make it a handy book of reference

Prggi, wb° are interested in tho development of
truth or are animated by a sincere love of
auth0 justice is done to Robert Chambers, the
part j* once famous Vestiges a work that did its

Speci n making easier the triumph of The Origin”™ of

Hill n  "“bore are very full sections dealing with
lariy u and Coleridge, the latter being particu-
ou m bringing together that author’s opinions

Writ; e ,glon, which are scattered throughout his
that <SS' ~be criticism of Spencer’s “ Unknowable,”
Very godsend” to the slip-shod religious thinker, is
Be i8 oat'y done and is appraised at its proper value.
Spén OGrbainly correct in saying that much of what
positi or Wrte on this has served to embarrass the
of wrif00”~more consistent thinkers. The Freethought
br°u , ers bke Browning and Ruskin is also well
J. B>, out, as is also the growing scepticism of
“If Green
to [}oaP8,bbc most painful features brought out by
the ir0Q 3B bho amount of insincerity, or at any rate
Ther0 courage, in English intellectual life,
have Raro numerous instances one might quote; |
ChatnifacG only for a few. The care that Robert
is tyeu ?rs book to hide the authorship of the Vestiges
by ano n°Wn- The publishers were, | believe, bound
~ame by of £1,000 not to disclose the author’s
8 s o generally known that Harriet
Oau 8 harmless book of “ Eastern Travel ” was
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declined by a well-known publishing firm, under
clerical pressure, because it suggested a natural
origin for the Mosaic religion. It is humiliating, too,
to find a man of the rank of Richard Owen while
attacking the Origin of Species in the Edinburgh, and
rebuking Darwin for rushing in the face of “ the
bigoted and unprepared public,” privately declaring
that he had “ no doubt in his own mind of the upward
development of species,” and referring to spon-
taneous generation as “ morally certain.” Sir Charles
Lyell, even, could only be brought at dinner parties
to disclose heretical opinions that were carefully
kept out of his published works. At the side of
these instances Lord Broughton’s rebuke to Romilly’s
son that he ought to have proclaimed to the world
that his father “ was not a Christian ” is compara-
tively mild. Mr. Benn’s reference to John Morley
“ passionately pleading” for Secular Education in
1873, and his account of that gentleman urging the
desirability of speaking out plainly about religious

beliefs, reads very curiously in the light of Mr.
Morley’s later career, and his “ passionate” silence
during the recent education debates. The key is

given in Mr. Benn’s explanation that Mr. Morley was
before all things a politician, and that Radical
leaders, “ while generally Freethinkers, have habi-
tually kept their opinions to themselves....... in order
not to lose the support of Evangelical and Noncon-
formist voters.”

There is little real security for orderly develop-
ment while such a condition of things continues.
While one section of the community imposes a
degrading silence as the condition of its support, and
others are content to purchase political eminence at
such a price, the higher life of the country is bound
to suffer. Fortunately for our social health there are
men and women who decline to palter with their
conscience or suppress what they know to bo the
truth. Mr. Benn’s work contains the record of many
such, and in drawing attention to these it may serve
in no small measure to encourage others to follow

their lead or to emulate their example.
C. Cohen.

Consistency.

It is a well-known saying of Jeremy Taylor that
“we aro as water, weak, and of no consistence.”
Consistency means loyalty to principle, or fidelity to
conviction. At bottom, consistency is heroic honesty,
dauntless courage, intrepid truthfulness. A con-
sistent man may change his opinions and modify his
principles; but whatever these are at any given
time, his first endeavor is to do them honor by
carrying them into practice at whatever cost. Well
may we exclaim, Consistency, thou art a jewel,
because consistency, like Christian charity, is a rarity
under tho sun.

Nothing is more widespread than the belief in
liberty, and tho boast is often indulged in that Great
Britain is tho freest country on earth. In reality,
however, the British people have no experimental
idea of what freedom really is. ne who ventures to
differ, however slightly, from tho prevailing beliefs
of his neighbors, soon realises that freedom of
thought and speech is nothing but an empty dream.
The Church hates Dissent, and, if possible, would
speedily suppress it; and Dissent returns the com-
pliment with interest; while tho Catholic Church
dislikes and would abolish both. The only liberty a
politician possesses is tho liberty to follow his party.
Ho who outruns or lags behind his party is poli-
tically doomed. If a Churchman, who is also a
leading Conservative in politics, is asked and promises
to take a prominent part at a Free Church function,
to what storms of angry protest and denunciation
the majority of Free Churchmen give vent. Then
when an Atheist turns up, all the Churches forget
their differences, and quarrels, and bickerings, and
heartily join in the fierce cry, “ Crucify him, crucify
him.” Theoretically freedom is universally proclaimed
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and belauded ; but practically it is flagrantly violated
on every hand and on every occasion. Consistency
is thus non-existent except in imagination.

Take another illustration from the education con-
troversy. On this question Catholics and Church-
men, it must be admitted, are reasonably consistent;
but the Nonconformists have thrown consistency to
the winds. The fundamental principle of Noncon-
formity is that the functions of the State are
exclusively secular, or that in matters of religion
mankind are to bow only to the will of God as
expressed through the Church. This is a thoroughly
intelligible principle, and early Dissenters were
bravely loyal to it. Many of them heroically suffered
martyrdom in defence of it. Of this principle Mr.
Chamberlain has always been a consistent champion.
Long ago he said: “ | am an English Nonconformist
— bred and born in Dissent—and | am opposed, from
honest conviction, to anything in the nature of State
interference with or State aid to religion.” Of this
principle the late Dr. Dale, Mr. Chamberlain’s bosom
friend, was a valiant supporter. That eminent
divine said:—

“ We believe that the Churches are charged by Christ
with the work of giving religious instruction, and if the
Churches neglect their work, if there is not sufficient
zeal in the Churches to impel them to do it, if their
resources are not equal to it, according to our conviction
it is still a grave offence against the appointment of
Christ to call the State in to do the work.”

Associated with Dr. Dale in this attitude was his
close friend, Dr. J. Guinness Rogers, who has never
wavered in his allegiance to it to this day. At one
time the Congregational Union endorsed the same
principle with “ almost complete unanimity. In an
assembly of about 500 persons, only about twenty
hands wero held up against it.” How different is
the Nonconformist attitude to day. The old principle
for which the fathers of Nonconformity suffered and
bled and died now lies bleeding on the ground,
trampled upon and crushed by its false friends.

Let us carefully examine the position. It must be
borne in mind that the Nonconformists still advocate
the principle of Disestablishment. They cannot
endure the idea of a State Church. In their thou
sands they still flock to the annual meetings of the
Liberation Society and loudly cheer all denunciations
of the Establishment and its ministers. “ It is the
quintessence of injustice," they argue, “ to compel
us to support a Church in which wo do not believe.
Moreover, its connection with the State is the
Church’s spiritual ruin.”; and yet those same people
who so vehemently condemn the establishment and
endowment of religion in the Church, are moving
heaven and earth to have their own religion estab-
lished and endowed in the school. On the one plat-
form they say: “ The State should not interfere in
any degree whatever with matters of religion but
on the other they insist upon the teaching of religion
in the Government schools. Tho two voices are
utterly irreconcilable; and the inconsistency involved
is so profound as to be synonymous %vith insincerity.

Dr. Guinness Rogers is wise enough to discern tho
radical inconsistency of his brethren, and he is also
courageous enough to condemn it in no sparing
terms. The British Weekly also has made the same
discovery, and now eloquently argues for Secular
education. This is how Dr. Robertson Nicoll puts
the case:—

“ Our first objection to wliat is called simplo Bible
teaching by the State is that religious teaching is tho
business of the Church. Allow the establishment of
religion in the school, and you cannot logically deny it
in the Church.”

The Freethinker has been saying the same thing for
years, and will continue to say it as long as there is
need. But Nonconformists as a body, or rather their
official leaders, wilfully close their eyes against tho
truth.

What is the explanation of this glaring inconsis-
tency of the Nonconformists? Is it fear? Mr.
Silvester Horne gives no quarter to the advocates
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of Secular Education. This is how ho describes
them:—

“ Some are so convinced that the Bible lesson rpus*
mean a party interpretation of religion that they hav
made up their minds to make that lesson illegal. Other
are Secularists in the accepted meaning of the termiaD
regard this fight as one further step in the destruction o
the religious sense of the English people. Others aga'n'
and these, if not numerous, are by no means an unin®
fluential party, are animated by the desire to secure 1
England what we may call an anti-Protestant sette
ment.”

On reading that passage, Dr. Robertson Nicoll said e
“ We rub our eyes in amazement. For our own par j
we take none of those views.” Of course, Dr. Nico
is a thorough-going Protestant, and he has no sy®
pathy with Secularism “ in the accepted meaning 0
the term”; but he is sufficiently candid to observ
that “ by simple Bible teaching the vast majority 0
Nonconformists mean tho teaching of simple evan
gelical truths,” and the establishment of this won
be equivalent to establishing and endowing Nonco
formist religion in the schools. ..
We share with Dr. Robertson Nicoll the convictm
that religions teaching is not the business of t
State, and that on no other ground can Nonconfo®
mists consistently oppose the establishment of r
ligion in the Church; but we cannot comprehend
position taken up by Mr. Silvester Horne. Is 1
gentleman really afraid that, in the event of a seeu
system of education being adopted, religion
gradually disappear from tho land ? Does he thin
that tho Church is not strong enough to keep religlo®
alive without the direct assistance of the _State®
Does he admit that religion is not ingrained 1
human nature, but is a thing that must be acqu,r®
by a slow process, like arithmetic or astronomy?
religion is of God, or if man is by nature religloU’
why should religious teachers be so suprem 1
anxious to secure religious instruction in
schools ? Their very anxiety is a confession of
weakness of their case. Our contention is that
teaching of religion is not tho business of the Sta
and that the State has no moral right to comp
citizens to pay for a form of education in which t
do not believe. .
Now. the Secularist platform_is perfectly
We do not believe in any religiion, and we assert
ijust to make us financially responsi 3 for
3g of any. To our opponents wo say : ' Bl
means keep religion alive, if you can ; teach ity j
children from morning till night; in season and
of season impart full instruction in all its doctil0™’
but see to it that, in doing so, you do not infriOo6 a8
tho rights of people that differ from you, who a‘6
fully entitled to hold their opinions, without m°'e®
tion, as yourselves.” Secularists have never P°.sC 0.
Passive Rosisters. They have always made their p
test and paid their money. .
“ Consistency, thou art a jewel!” Is it consis »
to persecute and penalise Secularism ? Is itc°r 0
tent to preach “ Love your enemies,” and, at the s®
time, to hate and revile tho Atheist? When y°n.gr
cover that your tailor, or your grocer, or y°»r . tjan
is a Secularist, is it consistent with your
profession to deprive him of your custom °n 0.
account ? You may regard such men as y°u®
mies, as the enemies of society, but your L'°r %or
Master tells you to love your enemies and to Pra® €S
them, and you show your love by availing y°urs®gjg,
of every opportunity to injure them—is that co
tent? “ Ho is an Infidel,” you say; and theD» f
getting the commandments of your Savior, y°° P
insult and slander and calumny upon his unfori'l
head, and then you kneel down and thank Go
are not as the rest of men. O the sad Vlp a
hollow hypocrisy of it all! Yes, consistency
jewel. . fitb
But let us not despair. They who have the
are on tho winning side, however much they
have to suffer meanwhile. Secularists know i'iarg of
possess the truth, because all they teach is (a“a&co
amplest verification. They never seek to tran
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Nature. They always keep within the bounds of the
known. A Christian says, “ | serve my brother man
for God's sake, for Christ's sake, or for heaven s
sake,” the natural inference being that if there were
no God, no Christ, and no heaven, it wouM not bo
~orth while serving him; but the Secularist says,
I serve my brother man for his own sake, because |
j°ve him, and can realise myself only by ministering
t° him.”” A Christian says, “1 want to be good
because God requires it of me ” ; as if the value o”
goodness were contingent upon the existence of God,
but the Secularist says, “ | endeavor to be, and to do,
good, because goodness justifies itself and is its own
reward, or because there is no genuine happiness in
evi>” We teach that the difference between good
und evil inheres in the constitution of human nature,
bat morality isanecessity of ahappy and prosperous
s°cial life, and that the only worthy motive of good
conduct is love of humanity. This position is
oroughly logical, and we can hold on to itin le
<k Perfect consistency. j ip, Lloyd.

Faith and Reason.

Herbert SPENCEE, in his Autobiography, referring
~ his twentieth year, wrote : “ Criticism had not
yoc shown me how astonishing is the supposition
Ibat the Cause from which have arisen thirty millions
0L suns with their attendant planets, took the form
?* aman, and made a bargain with Abraham to give
b>mterritory in return for allegiance. | had not at
bat time repudiated the notion of a deity who is
Peased with the singing of his praises and angry
~.jh the infinitesimal beings ho has made when they
ai*to tell him perpetually of his greatness. It had
bot become manifest to mo how absolutely and im-
measurably unjust it would bo that for Adam s dis-
obedience (which might have caused a harsh man to
'scharge his servant) all Adam’s guiltless descen-
bnta should be damned, with the exception of a
Relatively few who accepted the ‘plan of salvation
vnch tho immense majority never heard of. Nor
bu I in those days perceived the astounding nature
b the creed which offers for profoundost worship a
~N'bg who calmly looks on while myriads of his
leatnrc8 are suffering eternal torments. But, though
*be‘blite propositions of this kind had not arisen in
" li Prebablo that the dim consciousness out of
iney oventually emerged produced alienation
r’J? the established beliefs and observances.
Charles Darwin, concluding his epoch-making
The Origin of Species, published in 1859’ wE°/e -
, 118 interesting to contemplate a tang e >
b othedwith many plants of many kinds, ~th birds
@nging on tho bushes, with various mseets flitting
0 °bb. and with worms crawling through 1
@arth> and to reflect that these elaborately con-
ducted forms, so different from each other,”an
, pendent upon each other in so complex a >
Jive all been produced by laws acting ,nr° Ur
Those laws, taken in the largest sense being growl
JJ3. ~Production; Inheritance which is almost
ffiPfca by reproduction; Vanabi Ity from Jho
J rect and direct action of tho conditions of life, imd
ir-fb use and disuse : a ratio of increase so high as
1° ~ad to a struggle for life, and as a consequence to
Natural Selection, entailing divergence of character
f“d khe extinction of loss-improved forms. Thus
nthe war of nature, from famine and death, the
°1?8t exalted object of which wo are capable of con-
~ IMug, namely, the production of tho higher animals,
~ectly follows.” .. Do
Nthics, not theology, will bo the religion of tho
utUrei Tgqg caU tho ,, Chnrch of England ” a national

8eorIC™ *s PO uaisuse language. It is but a \woa ly
@t bow in a state of chaos—a rabble. Its bishops
Tv handsomely paid, but what do they now o
, arwinism? The Church is supposed to propagate
.he highest truth. Does it do so? No, it lives on
i? 8 and legends ; and many of the clergy are begin-
Ing to realise this. That unconscious humorist the
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Bishop of London may stick his head in the sand
and smile. But it is not possible to stifle truth
indefinitely. And all the ranting Daily Mail’s in the
world cannot prevent evolution of mind, which will
enable a deluded people to see through the sophistries
of their misguided “ leaders.” People must learn-to
face facts as they are. The universe was not made
by a sort of glorified Grandfather Christmas wor-
shipable in the form of a gaseous invertebrate (ghosts
cannot have much backbone), who looks on with
sorrow mixed with anger at the poor fools who are
asked to eternally praise him.

Man has developed from lower animals. The
acquirement of the power of speech and of accumu-
lating thought has raised him from*a grovelling beast
to the being we now know. He possesses, or should
possess, the faculty of enjoyment, and if he inherits
decent health and is given fair-play he will find the
present life well worth living. The Theistic concep-
tion and the idea of future existence will die out,
and the emotion now spent on an imaginary being
will be diverted into the race. The period of change
may be painful, but it is inevitable, and in the long
run humanity will benefit. Morality we cannot dis-
pense with. Man must subdue his passions or they
may subdue him. The higher type must strive for
the higher morality, and endeavor to do the right
apart from any question of reward. There will
always be a mental satisfaction resulting from bene-
ficent actions. But philanthropy must be judicious;
otherwise evil rather than good may ensue.

It is sheer folly to go on ignoring the real facts as
to man’s origin, and to teach children to pray and
sing to an imaginary juggler; and to delude them
with the idea of eternal life is criminal. To declare
that it is impossible to teach children to be good
without deluding them is to take a very low estimate
of human nature. We cannot live on negations, but
it is possible to cultivate the best that is inherent or
developable in every individual and to subdue the
worst. Morality is a developed and developable
faculty, liable to perversions and reversions. Indi-
viduals are not altogether responsible for their tem-
peraments, but inherited tendencies or peculiarities
may be controlled by proper training. Viciousness
in children or adults is regretahle, and may result in
mental and moral shipwreck. The inculcation of
theological dogma does not necessarily prevent im-
purity. Distinct and definite advice and warning on
the part of the parent would be beneficial. Many
parents are too reticent in these matters. Physical
sin will be more effectually deal with when the
Theistic idea has been eliminated. T

Tho fantastic notions which tho Christian Church dis-
seminates as to tho eternal life of tho immortal soul after
the dissolution of tho body are just as materialistic as tho
dogma of “ tho resurrection of tho body.” In hisinteresting
work on lieligion in the Light of the Darwin Theory, Savage
justly remarks : “ It is ono of the standing charges of the
Church against science that it is materialistic. | must say,
in passing, that tho wholo ecclesiastical doctrino of a future
life has always been, and still is, materialism of tho purest
type. It teaches that tho material body shall riso and dwell
in a material heaven.” To provo this ono has only to read
impartially somo of tho sermons and ornato discourses in
which tho glory of tho future life is extolled as tho highest
good of tho Christian, and belief in it is laid down to be tho
foundation of morality. According to them, all tho joys of
tho most advanced modern civilisation await tho pious
believer in Paradise, while the “ All-loving Father ” reserves
his eternal fires for the godless materialist.— Haeckel.

Tho dark night has ended and dawn has begun;
Rise, hopo of tho ages, ariso like tho sun,
All speech flow to music, all hearts beat as ono |

— Whittier.

Every country must bo instructed cither by writers or
preachers; but as tho number of readers increases, the
number of hearers is proportionably diminished, tho writer
becomes more useful, and the preaching Bonze less necessary.
Goldsmith.



874

Acid Drops.

V-

John D. Rockefeller has crossed the Atlantic. Hois on a
trip, which he can afford to pay for, being worth ¢£100,000,000.
We hope he will visit Palestine before he goes home again.
Sack a good Christian as he is known to be should look up
the spot where Jesus Christ said “ Blessed be ye poor” and
“ Woe unto you rich,”

The new CuDarder, the biggest and fastest ship afloat, and
the newest big battleship, were launched on the same day.
The ship destined to commercial purposes was launched in
the ordinary way. The ship destined to fighting purposes
was launched after a religious ceremony, in which a hired
man of God invoked the divine blessing upon her. Thus the
old alliance between religion and war-ism continues. We
commend the fact to the attention of Freethinkers. Chris-
tians also might ponder it with advantage.

The Welsh papers are full of the case of Mrs. Mary Jenkins,
of Llangelen, who is said to have been cured of paralysis by
the Holy Ghost. They don’t tell us why Mrs. Jenkins was
singled out for this favor, and why all the other paralytics
in Wales are left without divine assistance. It appears that
many prayer-mcetiDgs were held in Mrs. Jenkins’'s bedroom.
Several men of God, with the valuable co operation of Mr.
Evan Roberts, knelt down by her bedside and wrestled with
the Lord on her behalf. Eventually she got up and walked,
and the credulous Welsh people cry, “ A miracle ! a miracle!”
They forget, or do not know, that a good deal of paralysis is
partly imaginary ; and that it is sometimes curable, at least
temporarily, by strong excitement. These cures, however,
are seldom lasting ; and it will be interesting to sec how Mrs.
Jenkins gets on in another year or two.

Dr. A. T. Evans, who has watched the caso, has no belief
in the miraculous character of Mrs. Jenkins’s recovery.
“ The woman,” ho says, “ was never paralysed. The vicar's
pulpit opinion as to her inability to Walk has about as much
value as my opinion on an abstruse point in ecclesiastical
procedure. Had | met the revivalist Mr. Evan Roberts, pre-
vious to his call at her home last year, | could and would
have cheerfully helped him to a cheap miracle. 1 wondered
at the time why the sensational feat was not then performed.
With the praying and the Eben Fardd doggerel | have
nothing to do. To me the whole thing is only a disgusting
story of a woman'’s perverted imagination and her craving
for a sensational climax to an imaginary illness. | think it
very sad that a clerical gentleman should ask us to ‘cast
aside for a moment our critical tendencies '—the main
feature which distinguishes us from the brute creation, and
prevents us from making fools of ourselves.”

Rev. J. L. Saywell, of St. Paul's Vicarage, Stanningley,
has been tickling tho bump of wonder of tho readers of the
Yorkshire Post. “ Some eighteen or twenty years ago ”—
the reverend gentleman is not very precise—ho was sum-
moned to the bedside of a dying man. The caso was one of
acute pneumonia, and tho request was that “ Mr. Saywcll
would come at once and anoint him.” On the way tho
benevolent Mr. Saywell bought a phial of olive oil at a
chemist’s. With this fluid ho anointed the sick man'’s fore-
head and chest in the name of the Holy Trinity. Fifteen
minutes afterwards tho patient sat up in bed and asked for
a mutton chop. That was “ some eighteen or twenty years
ago "—and probably beyond present investigation. During
the interval the reverend gentleman does not appear to have
repeated the performance more than twice, but in each caso
with “ similarly happy results.” This fact, however, is very
little to his credit. If he can practise so successfully with
twopennywoith of olive oil, ho ought to bo in constant
employment. We hope he will place his remarkable ser-
vices at tho command of all his parishioners, and even work
tho surrounding districts.

Rev. Dr. Barrett, the well-known Congregationalist, has
been preaching upon the Reunion of Christendom. *“ Tho
divisions among Christians in England,” ho said, “ were not
only a shame to themselves, but were certainly opposed to
the Lord’s will, and formed one of the chief obstacles to the
extension of his kingdom.” This is true enough, but what
is the remedy? The reunion of Christendom has been
talked about for hundreds of years, and it looks further off
to-day than ever. Even if tho Protestant sects made up tho
quarrel—which is a most prodigious “ if "—there would still
be the Catholic Church to reckon with; and everybody
knows that the Catholic Church will never lie down with tho
Protestants unless they are inside. Dr. Barrett should really
tackle something more practical.
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Rev. T. L. Sanley, vicar of Moulsham, Essex, has accepte
the living of Wellingdale Doe, where ho will have under hi
charge two churches standing in one churchyard. "h>
curious phenomenon is due to the quarrel of two sisters, wn
each presented the parish with a church. How do they
manage to stand each other in heaven ?

Rev. John McNeill, Lord Overtoun’s “ kept” evangell3l
has just returned to this country after Icompleting a suc-
cessful mission at Malta and Gibraltar.” John likes to sav
souls in safe places. Both at Malta and Gibraltar, too, «J
people were Christians before he went there. He shou
have gone on (say) to Constantinople and converted t
Turks. Perhaps he was afraid that tho Turks might convcr
him—as they intended to convert Don Juan.

Mr. William Archer saw a largo, gilt-edged, and bra» *
clasped family Bible on Ibsen’s table. ‘*You keep this clo
at hand,” he said to the great freethinking dramatist. “ '
yes,” Ibsen replied, “ | often read in it—for the sako of «

language.”

Shelley, who was an Atheist, read the English Bible [
quently. The editor of tho Freethinker, in his .0
way, read the Bible a great deal before he was sent to Pris
for bringing it “ into disbelief and contempt”—that 18 ,
telling Christians what was in it. You mustn’t suppose
not reading the Bible is the sign of a Freethinker.
must you suppose that reading it is tho sign of a Cbrisua
The reverse, in both cases, is much nearer the truth.

*

Dr. Clifford is upset by Mr. Chamberlain’s prediction 1
tho Education Bill will not be carried, and that there n
a general election in the spring. The reverend gentldB
has been thundering against the fourth clause, but he n
says that “ he would rather tho Bill should pass with
objectionable fourth clause than that this Government 8111 g
go and another Government come in.” Dr. Clifford *n
very well that the Nonconformists will never get auo
such a majority in tho House of Commons. Hitherto h°
urged his co-religionists to use their power unscrupuloa ~
for their own ends. Now he sees tho danger signal *»
advises them to let well alone. He is wiser now, but 13

wise in time ?

N

Dr. Clifford is living in a fool's paradise. Tho poor
fancies that tho only people who have a conscience are
conformists. He laughs at the Lancashire Churchll »
demonstration in London as a “ picnic.” Nmtthina ptittQr
blows will teach him that convictions are not confined
tribo. And the blows will bo given—and wo are gi*1* Oonly
for the religious strife this man is stirring up will not (
hasten Secular Education but help on tho cause of Sccula

Christian Socialists, headed by Dr. Luogcr, me{ tr?)jite§8
number of three thousand in Vienna on Sunday- ~ O]
disciples of tho “ meek and mild” one marched to Ory,”
tho Hungarian Ministry and shouted “ Down with H°DFf
The Hungarian leaders came to tho windows to see 'vliaarjau
happening, but immediately withdrew; but sorno Han”, ffas
servants came forward and spat upon the crowd. ~
enough. Tho Christian Socialists' blood was up-
flung stones and smashed the windows. Wbereupo
police came and drove tho Christian Socialists away-

A clergyman jumped into tho sea from a rowing ~00uSly
Weymouth. When rescued ho was found to liavo Pre ~ Ealt
cut his throat. A rope and a pint bottle of spint8 ~Ofex-
were also discovered in his pockets. It was a na°s ~,q o0
mined suicide. In spito of Dr. Torrcy, howevor, ther:  7jjig
evidence that tho reverend gontloman had been
Ingorsoll’s Is Suicide a Sin ?

David Gardner, an cx-Baptist minister, is in “ropolicO

Aston for bigamy. According to tho evidence in the n

Court ho wrote to his first wife : “ It is awful to jJ,a/On.
liko this, but at any rate wo shall bo reinstated in 00
though I am absent from you for somo timo to c0. ,to

earth.” And all tho time, counsel said, he was arrang o
join tho other woman.

Tho Liverpool Daily Post, which strongly nil'° ult)y
“ Simple Biblo Teaching” in tho public schools,

printed tho following leaderette :—
“ David Mallet, the freethinker, whom Macjnl in
describcd as ‘a Scotchman of no literary of th®
famous character,” and who lived in the first 1 ~jg own
eighteenth century, used to express his opinions a Often
table without reserve. One day a footman, wno  buik oi
overheard his master’s conversation, bolted witn

» Y jms
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Mallet's silver plate. He was captured, however, by the
watch, and Mallet went to the prison to interview him.
Having been urged to explain his reasons for so wicked an
act, the unfortunate man at last looked up at his employer
and said, =Sir, | had heard you talk so often about the im-
possibility of a future state, and that after death there was
Do reward for virtue, or punishment for vice, that | was
tempted to commit this robbery.” ‘Well, but, you rascal,
said Mallet, ‘ had you no fear of the gallows ? Master,
replied the thief, ‘ what is that to you if I had a mind to
venture that? You had removed my greater terror: why
should | fear the less? ' ”
“vhis is probably meant to show the value of religious belief
° uuman society, and what immorality must follow the loss
° opening reference to David Mallet is decidedly
artful. He was a “ freethinker” and also a man of “ m-
latnous character "'—just as if no Christian had ever been a
Person of infamous character. But no proof is offered.
Macaulay's word is assumed 10 be suffigiant. Neither is i
ju: e In what way Mallet's character was infamous. Yet
tibielS ery *mPor/an’>fr the word Infamous™ is suscep-
“ many different meanings; indeed, it is one
those general expressions which no one can pos-
“My comprehend without details. There can be little
f; bt that Mallet's infamy depended to a very large
stent upon his scepticism. He was a friend of Bolmg-
_okoa, and undertook the task of publishing _that
peat writer's Philosophical Works, in which the Christian
ehgion is treated as a superstition. And considering the
ancor of orthodoxy in those days wo should hesitate to
J*eve all that was said against Mallet by the bitter enemies
“infidelity.” Gorton, in his Biographical Dictionary,
®t it necessary to close his notice of Mallet with a hint in
” direction. “ The religious scepticism,” Gorton says,
which ho openly avowed, may have assisted to darken the
Egr[srrw;s r}fually_given of Mallet; but it is quite obvious that
partiality could have rendered it amiable.” Perhapsnot,

U there is a vast iliffftrnnrA tof.wooti rmn.mifl.hift and in-

latnous.

And now for the story. It seems to us sufficiently ridi-
plous, and is probably manufactured. Certainly the foot-
,n'8speech is bookish talk and not the language of his
P'lpg. But even if ho uttered something like it. his words
0 **0 master ho had robbed might have been no more than
aretort. “ Well,” he may have meant, “1 am a thief, but
i°U ought to bo a thief too on your own principles, and |
.y practise wliat you taught me.” This, of course, is an
nsolent self-defence; a mere personality. As a pretended
argument it is absurd. Morality has nothing whatever to do
‘th a future lifo. Men havo been moral without that holier,
“nd immoral with it; and if the editor of tlio Daily Post
V°PS not know this ho must bo very singularly ignoraht.
. Ot a man to say that ho steals because lie docs not believe
‘n a future life is to invite laughter. The two things have
n‘ogical connection. Stealing is an anti-social act, and is
a crime whether there bo another life or not. On the
hand, thousands of thieves havo been religious.
mety.flv® pCr ccnt. Of all tho prisoners in our gaols have
°n Sunday-school scholars. They beliovo in future rewards
., [ Punishments, yet they find their way to prison ; while
°se who do not believe in future rewards and punishments
, 0 seldom found in such establishments. On the whole,
crefore, our Liverpool contemporary had better try again.
ay d° better ; it could hardly do worse.

«-*

t Abthe annual meeting of tho British and Foreign Uni
S an Aviation the Leicester lady preacher delivered an
2 dre8?- The Rev. Gertrud von Pct/.old spoke on the
J crvico of Woman in the Early Christian Churcli and
LaCVv n Church of To-Day.” “ She pointed out, the
Port say8, .. that tho mOro definitely tlio early Christa
~nrch developed itself the stricter were the limits which
;,ero Pnt on tho activity of women within the fold. Uns
s Perfectly true, but it is not now. It has been remarked a
“housand times. Wo havo often said it in the freethinker.
Baid his European Morals. Principal Donaldson
tho 1V n llia famous Contemporary lieview article, burey
h ®la*y preacher might havo gono a step further. It would
avo been moro of a novolt to hcr Unitarian hearers if she
don \oown how tho Bible itself was responsible for the
To~adIng 01 woman in the Christian Church. How tho Old
, an3eilb deals with woman is pretty well known. no
tlio «8 ooough. It lumps hcr in with tho house, tho ox, and
her «§ 08tho husband’s property—and it does not oven 1

teaol t8t _in tho catalogue. In tho_ Now Testament tlo
t 70hmgSof 1>aul aro almost thoso of a woman-hater. Ho

frozen tobosilent—which seems to show that ho never

hu J Wth 0DO0! ho tells them to bo in subjection to their

“usbands; ho informs them that they wore mado for the

tin « atl® n°t tho men for them ; he bids them inqu

ana Berrier halves for all tho information they require
' ahove all, he suffers them not to teach. Pho
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Gertrud von Petzold is simply flying in the face of the great
Apostle, who was specially converted to supplement tho
teaching and work of Christ. As for Christ himself, the
lady preacher, who is said to adore him, should remember
that although he was, apparently, very fond of the society of
ladies, he took care not to admit one of them amongst the
apostles. From swearing runaway Peter down to purse-
bearing treacherous Judas they were all men. On the whole
it appears to us that a good deal of superstition still clings
about the Leicester lady preacher ; otherwise she would go
further forward and leave Christianity altogether behind her.

The Unitarian Association passed a most hypocritical and
ridiculous resolution on the Education Bill. From tho
resolution finally brought forward by the Secretary all the
reference to “ confining the instruction given by teachers on
the school staff ” was cut away. All the resolution did was
to congratulate the Government on passing Clause I., and to
“ hope that when the Bill left the House of Commons the
great principle of the abolition of religious tests upon teachers
would be equally triumphant.” Many who voted for that
resolution must be perfectly aware that religious tests upon
teachers cannot be abolished while religious instruction is
retained in schools.

The Daily Chronicle quotes the following nonsense from
an American reverend gentleman named Weber, and appa-
rently with approval, which shows how much information on
some topics exists in big newspaper offices:—

* Sunday is without doubt a specific Christian institution.
For it is found exclusively among those nations where Chris-
tianity is the ruling religion. At first simply a custom of the
Church, the State took hold of it and made it a legal holiday.
Thus it happens that Sunday is not only observed by members
of the Christian Church, hut also by those who are outside
its pale.”
Sunday means “ Tho Sun’s Day,” which is a literal trans-
lation of the name of the day in the Roman Empire beforo
Christianity existed. It was the legal day of rest for labor ;
it was tho day of religious worship and general recreation.
Christianity did not invent it, or do anything but appropriate it.
The early Christians, who were all poor, and mostly slaves,
worshiped on tho Sun’s Day because that was the day on
which their neighbors worshiped. In tho samo way, Secu-
larists hold meetings on Sunday, because that is the day of
assembly for the rest of tho population. There is no moro
originality in the one case than in the other.

Rev. F. Minty, rector of Edlaston, in Derbyshire, was
arranging tho sacramental vessels on tho Communion tablo
when the floor gave way beneath him and fell into a deep
vault, tho arched roof of which had collapsed. Fortunately
tho reverend gentleman, instead of trusting to the Lord,
jumped clear of the spot beforo tho floor descended. Wo
dare say his belief in special Providence (the only honest
Providence) is a littlo weakened, at least for tho timo.

“ A new commandment | give unto you,” said Jesus
Christ, “ that yo love one another.” It was not new, for it
was hundreds, and perhaps thousands, of years old ; and tho
Christians havo never acted upon it. No only do they liato
the “ infidels,” but they hate each other. And when they
happen to bo of different colors they hate each other perfectly.
Over in America tho white Christians “ lovo” tho black
Christians with a most lively affection. Every now and
then they get hold of a black Christian and send him by
special train to heaven. This process is called lynching, and
is a common sport in some parts of the land which sent us
Moody and Sanlcey, and Torrey and Alexander, and many
another troupo of soul-savers. Some two months ago a
couplo of negroes wero hurried off tho earth in this way.
It was at Springfield, Missouri. Tho negroes wero charged
with maltreating a white woman, and evidence was not
thought necessary, so tho white Christian mob riddled them
with bullets and burnt their bodies to ashes. Sinco then
tho grand jury has investigated tho charges against them,
and has decided that tho negroes were innocent. Wo should
think better of tho white Christians if they carried on such
investigations boforo instead of after tho verdict, sentence,
and execution.

Now the hot weather is coming along a certain section of
tho London press has another attack of Piggottry. “ Tho
Messiah ” and tho “ Abodo of Lovo ” aro once more figuring
in tho newspapers. We are gravely informed that Mossiah
I'igott has denounced “ the lying press,” as though that wero
one of his worst crimes. Tho Evening News actually sent a
“ representative ” to his Loudon residence, hut tho said
representative “ could gleam no further tidings of ‘The
Messiah.”” In other words, Pigott would have nothing to
do with the busybody—which was quite right. Let us give
him credit where wo can.
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Motoring, bicycling, and anti-Sabbatarianism generally,
are responsible, the Bishop of Peterborough says, for the
growing difficulty in obtaining Sunday-school teachers. We
are glad to hear it.

A Nonconformist “ leader,” whose name was concealed,
wrote to the Daily News denouncing the Rev. R. J. Campbell
for getting Mr. Balfour to speak at the City Temple bazaar,
which is intended to raise funds for the Dr. Parker memorial
chapel. Mr. Campbell has also invited Mr. Lloyd George to
favor the bazaar in the same way. But that goes for nothing.
The hated Mr. Balfour—Bloody Balfour, they used to call
him—ought not to be allowed to enter a Nonconformist
church. Your average Nonconformist is evidently a politician
first and a Christian afterwards.

Murder is a bad thing, whether committed by Monarchists
or Anarchists. But it is idle to fancy that execrating the
man Morales who threw the bomb at King Alphonso is all
that the situation requires. The Messagero, a Roman paper,
prints the following sensible words :(—

* Spain, once rich, great, and powerful, is a country where
these tests of good government have been least of all applied ;
a country ruined by the prejudices and abjection of its people,
upon whom presses the slavery of a Jesuitical education which
even now stunts the whole country, from the lowest classes
to the Court, where the confessor governs, even if he does not
reign ; a country in which Anarchists of every grade undergo
atrocious persecution, reported in the press of every nation.
Besides all this, there exists a depth of human misery un-

speakable, especially in agricultural districts such as
Andalusia.”
Spain will have to set her house in order. She must

spread education and put down priestcraft.

The bomb-throwing at Madrid and the grounding of the
battleship Montagu on the rocks of Lundy Island were nearly
synchronous. Both, according to the Rev. Charles Sterling,
were God’s judgment on the Alphonso-Ena marriage and the
“ unhallowed alliance with a Popish dynasty.” Men'’s gods
are their own creations. Mr. Sterling’s god is worthy of his
creator. -

In 1729 a pious Hoxton gardener named Thomas Fairchild
died, and left a sum of money for a lecture to bo given every
Whit-Tuesday on either “* The Wonderful Works of God in
Creation ” or “ The Certainty of the Resurrection as Proved
by the Changes in the Vegetable Kingdom.” The lecture
was delivered this year by the Rev. E. H. Pearce, vicar of
Christ Church, Newgate-street. We suppose there will
always be somebody to do the job while the " consideration ”
lasts.

The clergy don't preach for a living. Oh dear no1 They
save sinful souls for the love of God. Yet tho Rev. C. E.
Ffrench, of West Hatch Vicarage, says that: “ It is notorious
that there is difficulty in getting an adequate supply of
suitable men for tho needs of tho Church, and that one of
tho obstacles in the way is the great reduction in the income
of many benefices.”

Vicar Ffrcnch might write better English. There is on
need to say “ in tho way ” after “ obstacles.” Obstacles are
always in the way. That is what they mean. *“ Obstacles
in the way ” are like round circles or three-sided triangles.

The Mayor of Carnarvon recently announced to the Town
Council that the Lord Mayor of London, who is a Welshman,
would preside at the first meeting of tho National Eiestcddfod
in August, and moved that the corporation present him with
an address in honor of his visit. An ardent councillor hoped
tho address would bo in Welsh. “ 1 am afraid,” the Mayor
replied, “ that my knowledge of Welsh is somewhat limited.
I can understand a Welsh sermon, and on occasion do a little
swearing in Welsh. But that is all.” This roused tho
indignation of an ex-Mayor. *“ There aro no swear-words,”
said he, “ in Welsh, which is tho language of Paradise.”

It is a curious thing that the smallest nations aro the ones
who claim that their lingo is talked in heaven. The peoplo
of the Basque province of Spain are firmly of opinion that
their language is spoken by the angels, and of course by tho
Holy Trinity as well. Tho Jews pretend that God conversed
with Adam and Eve in Hebrew. St. Jerome and St. Augus-
tino had no doubt of this. Grey, in his notes to Butler's
Hudibras, mentions tho learned Goropius Becanus, who tried
to prove that the heavenly language was High Dutch. This
idea is referred to in Ben Jonson’s Alchemist, where Mammon
alludes to a treatise penned by Adam, and tells Surly it was
written in High Dutch, which proves that “ it was the
primitive tongue.” And it was the same idea that induced
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Butler to make the crack-brained hero of his poem wonder,
with respect to Eve,

“ Whether the Devil tempted her

By a High Dutch interpreter.”

Jews, Welshmen, and Dutchmen belong to the little nations'
Hence their assurance on this point. They think it ridicu-
lous to suppose that God and the heavenly hosts woul
condescend to talk Greek, Latin, Italian, French, German,
or English. Such languages might be good enough for Plato,
and Virgil, and Dante, and Moliere, and Goethe, and Shakes-
peare, but not for the four-limbed fowl of Paradise.

At the Sweated Industries Exhibition on Saturday, Ju“6®
there was some remarkable speaking. Mr. P. W. Wilson, M-*”
declared that the conductors of sweated industries * robbe
God.” He might have added that God takes it with won
derful serenity. Even the Bible-folding business at two-
pence an hour this God allows to go on without remon
strance. Bibles—his Bibles—are printed for distribute
to the ends of the earth, and English girls are paid two
pence an hour for folding the sheets; the pious Bibe
distributors not caring a rap how the young women eke O
their starvation incomes. Mr. Wilson himself drew attc”
tion to this branch of the sweated industries. Why, tbe
did he mouth the name of God ? It would have been mo
to the point if he had quoted two lines from Swinburne
Before a Crucifix ;—

* What manhood in that God can be
Who sees their worship, an. wmo?

Better still if he had reflected that this

Bible-folding, after nearly two thousand

and under the auspices of a body like tk___

Bible Society, is the finest object-lesson that could be co
cerned in tho value of the Book—and the value of its God-

Wesleyans have been holding an eight days’ mission iu
Hyde Park—much to tho annoyance of all the other meeting®
thero ;* for public speaking is not easy with psalm-singX'”
going on in the immediate neighborhood. The peculiarity
of this mission was its being continuous. On Sunday® 1
went on from eleven in tho morning to half-past uino 8
night—when wo suppose tho souls saved were counted f°
banking tho next day. On week-days it went on from tin@
in tho afternoon till bedtime. Yet, according to all report®,
heaven is as empty as over.

Ono of the speakers at tho Wesleyan mission was the »
Ensor Walters, who spoke from the text, “ | am notasha ~
of the Gospel of Christ.” Of course ho isn't. Why ®h° j
he bo? The Gospel of Christ pays; there aro heap™”
money in it—millions and millious a year. The jy
Christ is fashionable—all tho peoplo who aro aijy _ .
patronise it. The Gospel of Christ leads to social dW®j™p
tion—in what other walk of life would men like the BB ~
of London, Mr. Campbell, and Dr. Clifford attract
attention ? Wo dare say Mr. Ensor Walter docs n®
financially and socially, in the Lord’s vineyard than ho
do in any other labor market. Why should ho bo asha
of the Gospel of Christ?

A Christian Scientist doctor in England is awaitm« .g.
trial on a chargo of manslaughter, In America the
tian Scientists have just built and dedicated a cat
church at a cost of .£400,000. Ono side of tho Atlan
the other is mistaken in this matter.

gt

Mr. Kcir Hardio told a Tribune interviewer that™ ~
career of Mr. Richard Seddon was “ a striking iIIus%«, d,
dho superiority-of ever intellect.” & OF
Mr. Keir Hardio would say whether it was common sen
intellect that made him slander his own parents be
they wore Secularists.

Mr. Seddon’s sudden death is reportod with tko” and
decorations. Ho appears to have said “ Oh, ICrjigs ®
rested his head on his wife’s shoulder and expired. ~0
developed into “ Good-bye, dear, I'm going." Ber 1
religious papers will add “ to glory.”

Probably the religious press will also play lli)°,tori»:
Seddon’s farewell telegram to tho Prime Minister of ' 1LjjOpe
“ Leaving to night,” he said, “ for God’s own country- a
Australia becomo Paradise.” “ God’'s own country jolls
frequent expression of his for New Zealand. But tn *
peoplo will say, “ Ah, he must have meant Heaven. «eop™®
believe he preferred New Zealand to Heaven. Most »
would if they had a choice.
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

(Lectures suspended during the Summer.)

To Correspondents.

Wbm Jones—Wales going mad over Mrs. Jenkins is a mise -
ahle spectacle. The Principality needs something a good deal
moce drastic than the Education Bill. Thanks for your warm
good wishes.

K'r? AGSN.—Mr. Foote’s Shadow of the Suord is out of print.
Lhe Humanitarian League will publish a new edition shortly.
boddQrer—One of the good things that the late Professor Henry
Morley did was to edit a cheap reprint of Florio’s Montaigne
2° d°dbt the translation that Shakespeare used. Messrs,
koutledgo <t Sons were the publishers, and we believe the
‘olume is still in print. Florio has been included in more than
one series since—in the Temple Classics, the World'’s Library,
otc., and there is a dainty pocket selection, with an introduction
oy Charles Whibley, in the Bed Letter Library. But the
pioneer credit, in this case, belongs to Professor Morley and

Messrs. Eoutledge.

*Roleefs, one of the Liverpool delegates to the N. S. S. Con-
vence writes:—"“ | think the delegates and friends of the
ii' S. S. ought to feel very grateful to our energetic friend, Mr.
Partridge, for the splendid way he managed the excursion to
btratford-on-Avon, and looked after the comfort and pleasure
OLthe party. We were all sorry that our President could not
ewith us.” Thanks for cuttings, etc.

O\u AIE— Contents noted ; thanks.
' V- Stybikg.—See paragraph. Thanks.
IL.—We have written a paragraph on the subject.
E T "Orth> ~more attention. Thanks for your trouble.
retoh |’7eiﬁwijh.4@taliation is a very poor policy, but even
,»» -diation should not be inflicted on the wrong people. Some
ars ago we spoke at a public meeting in Trafalgar-square
Rug against the wanton tortures inflicted on Anarchist
the °ners 'n Spain. You can hardly expect us to approve of
otlidanton *ortures that Anarchists choose in turn to inflict on
al(, f People. We object to cruelty on both sides—which is fair
ji 10nest. And wo shall continue to object.

Iti

~ ~ e ton*”*toink the book is worth more than a few
‘uentlo Rad keen dead half a century before the dato you
confD 9 YAITON—Thanks for copy of the Birmingham Gazette
manROIN8 T. n. Aston’s letter. Wo have often corrected this

again* f 8lld nonsense, but he always comes up with them
track T *ros™ as ever. He is too small game to be so often
iectur >and Runted down. His story about tho “ infidel

quest6l Who eellapaed “ some time ago” on being asked a
of the0" OURht.to satisfy decent Christians as to the character
Root rest °f his communication. What he alleges that “ Mr.
"Veil 6ad"'titS" 's simply a falsehood—and the fellow knows it as
We do. If you let him alone bo will be unheeded.

J jj ‘'ugham attaches no importance to anything he says,

ore'dit f8™ ' — quite understand, and you deserve great
accenttOr aUyour honorablo efforts in tho emergency. Please
G. gc _ our thanks and best wishes.

that°oT-7 B.y nll means attend to your health first. Subject to
ContriKt-¥¥on wc aRall always bo glad to receivo your valued
intere t» °"H  Much pleased to hear of tho “ continued
tribut  >RR wh>ch you read our own and our principal con-
how °rS articles, and to note your personal view that “ Some-
PanerIb does n°t tire of the Freethinker as one often does of other
heartd,  RM0reason of this, we take it, is that we all havo our
Strong a8 WElL as our heads in the work. The driving power of
able ° ipuviction, when any brains at all go with it, is incalcul-
artinin ,at Bwhy, if you will allow us to say so, your own
W. ¢ (,3always have salt in them.
attonrVU' HZH1—Sorry your business in Ireland prevented your
verv rJDB toe N. S. S. Conference, whore you would have been
Uuj a We come as president of the Liverpool Branch.

Pen h?*1118B— RRero was no room for a front article from our

and a WecR' Butas all the “ Acid Drops,” “ Sugar Plums,”
ar>nual'lMvers  Correspondents—as well as the flvo-column
ren.,,, , 8.S. report—camo from our pen, wc were not un-

an ide6) °d’ When tho late J. M. Wheeler was alivo we had

Rad toho U’ Gtor- Since his death, in May, 1898, we have

We]lv j toe wholo burden, and we sometimes wonder how

this  Ouone it. Look at tho six columns of “ Acid Drops”

colWi \ TRcy took somo writing—didn’'t they?—besides
W.p t. ,g‘Re material.

>A'l- Many thanks for cuttings.

8°ciitL Limit*», offloe is at 3 Newoaatle-street,

Tn,X - _on'8treet’ K-°- .

Earrinij88l Secular Society's offloe is at 3 Newcastle-street,
L,rT, anBd0B-atreet. E.O.

*New,,?r.iR°® Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to
kaoioa* J/to-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

8toeet  °TIC*8 must reach 2 Newcastle-strcet, Farringdon-
AN ai*Nofi! by fir8t PQOt Tuesday, or they will not be inserted,

toarkinn*»? 80nd nB newsEapers would onhanco the favor by
8 tho passagos to whioh they wish us to call attention.
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Obdebs for literature should be sent to the Freethought Pub-
lishing Company, Limited, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-
street, E.C., and not to the Editor.

Persons remitting for literature by stamps are specially requested
to send halfpenny ttampt.

The Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:—One year,
10s. 6d .; half year, Ss. 3d.; three months, 2s. 8d.

Scale of Advertisements: Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every suc-
ceeding ten words, 6d. Ditplayed Advertieements :—One inch,
4s. fid.; half column, £1 2s. fid.; column, £2 5s. Special terms
for repetitions.

Sugar Plums.

— «—

A Greenock correspondent, sending his first quarter’'s
subscription to the Freethinker, writes : “ | was entirely un-
aware of your publication until some months ago, when |
received one promiscuously from a friend, for which I am
now extremely thankful. It opened to me a world of
literature | never before thought of entering. 1 thank you
for sending me the Freethinker, and must frankly admit that
| admire the journal.” This should encourage our friends
to keep passing the Freethinker on to their friends. They
can also continue sending us the addresses of persons who
might become regular subscribers if the paper were properly
introduced to them. We will send a gratis copy post-free to
all such addresses for six consecutive weeks.

Mr. Foote has had the pleasure of forwarding another £10
to the Liverpool N. S. S. Branch as a donation through him
from Mr. F. Bonte. This makes £40 in all contributed to
the Branch in tho same way by Mr. Bonte during tho
present year.

Wo are indebted to Mr. Cohen for tho portion of tho
N. S. S. report which appears in this week’s Freethinker.
Wo tender him our thanks. _

At the recent Co-operativo Congress at Birmingham tho
following resolution was moved by Mr. J. C. Gray, seconded
by Mr. Vivian, M.P., and carried unanimously :—

“ That a building bearing the name of the late Mr. G. J.
Holyoake be erected as a habitation for the headquarters of
tho movement, in which facilities may be found for carrying
on nil kinds of work for the spread of Co-operative ideals as
advocated by him ; and that a suitable memorial be placed
over or around bis grave.”

As a special fund is to bo raised for the purpose tho success
of this scheme will depend upon tho subscriptions to hand
during tho next twelve months.

Mr. Bottomloy's now paper, John Bull, is like other papers
in this, that it is not to bo judged by its first number. First
numbers are always tentative, and nearly always disap-
pointing. Tho following paragraph, under tho hoading of
* Tho World, tho Flesh, and tho Devil,” seems to show that
Mr. Bottomloy does not intend to bo orthodox:—

* The other day an eminent divine referred to the recent
San Francisco disaster ns ‘a most mysterious act of God.’
Wo trust tho Deity appreciates the compliment. Personally,
we should have been more disposed to have ascribed it to the
Devil T’
In another paragraph thcro is a lively reference to tho
24,487 persons who were in prison on tho 28th of March
last, of whom there wore only 26 of “ No Religion." “ And
Dr. Macuamara and other educational authorities,” Mr.
Bottomloy says, “ toll us that our present system of Stato
Schools has worked well during tho past thirty years.”

DOGS AND MEN.

Of all tho beasts that graze tho lawn or hunt the forest a
dog is tho only animal that, leaving his fellows, attempts to
cultivate tlio friendship of man ; to man ho looks in all his
necessities with a speaking eye for assistance; exerts for
him all tho littlo service in his power with cheerfulness and
pleasure; for him bears famine and fatigue with patience
and resignation; no injuries can abate his fidelity, no dis-
tress induco him to forsake his benefactor; studious to please,
and fearing to offend, ho is still an humble stedfast depen-
dant, and in him alone fawning is not flattery. How unkind
then to torturo this faithful creature who has left tho forest
to claim tho protection of man ; how ungrateful a return to
the trusty animal for all his services.— Goldsmith.
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To Freethinkers.

Deae Friends,—

I am making my annual appeal on behalf of
Mr. G. W. Foote, President of the National Secular
Society, Chairman of the Secular Society, Limited,
and Editor of the Freethinker.

During the summer, which is now arriving, Mr.
Foote should be recuperating his physical energies
as far as possible, with a view to another active and
fruitful winter campaign. Ho cannot escape his
literary work, but his platform work should be
dropped entirely until September.

During this period of partial rest Mr. Foote should
not be harassed by want of means, and | am sorry
to say that he has little to trust to except the
response to this appeal. Ho is still unable to draw
his salary as Editor of the Freethinker. Other pay-
ments in connection with the paper are duly main-
tained, but the chief of the enterprise has to go on
waiting for a happier prospect of affairs. Those
who have read the Freethinker during the past year
will agree with me, | think, that the financial
difficulty has not affected either the quality or the
quantity of his writing.

There is one point to which | would draw par-
ticular attention before | conclude. It is exactly
twenty-five years this month since Mr. Foote started
the Freethinker. During the whole of that time,
with the exception of one year, he has edited the
paper himself; and during that one year of absence
he was a prisoner for Freethought in Holloway Gaol.
I think wo ought to remember this quarter of a cen-
tury of effort in determining the amount of our sub-
scriptions this year.

Subscriptions can be sent to me, or direct to
Mr. Foote, at 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street,
London, E.C. Every subscription will be acknow-
ledged by Mr. Foote himself. Trusting that there
will bo a prompt and generous response to ray appeal,

Believe me to be,
Yours faithfully and fraternally,

J. W. do Caux, J.P.
92 St. Petor’s-road, Great Yarmouth.

The Triumphs of Reason.

By Dii. J. E. Roberts.

The great factor in human progress has been the
human brain. When Naturo domed and rounded the
tower of thought, she mutely uttered the prophecy
of progress. All that has been achieved in this world
is the result of the partnership between the brain
and the hand. It is the brain of man that has dis-
covered the world, has weighed the stars in the
balance, has unlocked the treasures of the world, and
filled the earth with the light of knowledge. It is
the brain and the hand of man working in happy
union that have mado of deserts fertile fields, spanned
rivers, penetrated mountains, conquered the sea,
subdued the land, “ annihilated distance and made a
jest of time.”

It is tho brain and hand of man that has filled tho
world with poetry, literature, art and song. Itis tho
brain and hand of man that has combated disease,
hunted pestilence to tho hiding-places where it
yeasted and bred, mado life livable and tho world
half-way divine. Not religion has done these things,
not altars, nor cathedrals, nor sacrifices, nor cere-
monies, nor priests, nor bishops, nor popes. If asked
to name a great ecclesiastic of any church or any
creed whose name will live forever identified with
the progress of the world, right quick, whom would
you name ? About the only ecclesiastic celebrated
for progress and good deeds, whom most of you hero
would name, is Monsieur Muriel, tho Bishop of
D ------- , and he was half an Infidel. But there isn’t
a school child who can not name astronomers, dis-
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coverers, philosophers, inventors, scientists, a0
poets. Their names are familiar as household words.
This is because the world’s progress has been led tot’
ward by the thinker rather than the worshiper,
has been not the church, not the religionist, but tn
thinker, and he usually an Infidel. Reason has to
great extent civilised religion. It has shown t
absurdity of the Bible ; it has rescued from the asRgr,
oiorsa of f.Tio o.Vinro.Vi f.Tio nliaranipr nf fi-nrl : tilO Infi
has dared to proclaim that God was not rospon§|bre
for wars of extermination, for religious persecution)
for the destruction of women and men and child16
and tho aged, and the carrying away by the soldiO
of the maidens to their camps; the Infidels ha'
rescued the Bible from the disgrace of its sacredness™
the Infidel has made man open his eyes and look *
the pages of that book, and has shown him that i®
simply the story of human life with all its mista
and wrongs and cruelty and oppressions and on® '’
and that to hold God responsible for these thing® ~
to blaspheme God. The reason of man has res6ue®
religion and rescued the human conception ot -
The reason of man has made the doctrine of
vicarious atonement more than an absurdity.

shown that that doctrine has tended to breed ext™0
vagance in sin. The reason of man has made it
longer possiblo for tho moral coward to give his boa
to God and his sins to Jesus Christ. Tho reason
man has at last brought in the day when, in his he
of hearts, every man in earnest knows that ~ 0r®
one law in this universe that cannot be evaded,
law of consequences, that every man in the barY
field of character and destiny must reap as bo
sown. The reason of man has made tho old

of eternal hell athing to bo laughed at. Theprea0 »
themselves no longer take it seriously, because
body believes it any longer, and just as fast aS ¢
preachers are persuaded that people nolonger bel

N

S

things they stop preaching them. Reason has j
this, reason and humor and wit. The doctriDO
hell has been eliminated. ao0,j

N

We are living in a time when reason, armed
equipped, has mado conquests and triumphs so £
that we, seeing them too near, do not recognise
magnitude. Within the space of forty, of ® "as
years, religion has been born again ; the church
had a change of heart; tho pulpit has lost its 8. 09j
the Bible has fangs and claws no longer. Thec 0”0
form remains the same, and we do not reoognisO B
change, but the struggle has not been in vain ; r6 rg0.
has conquered in the battle of intelligence and X
thought; and tho work is not done— this world i
but half civilised.— Truthsccker (New York.)

WEST LONDON.

Crouch’d on tho pavement, close by Bclgrave b‘lual0
A tramp | saw, ill, moody, and tonguo-tied.

A babe was in her arms, and at her side (02
A girl; tlieir clothes were rags, their feet were 0  r0)
Some laboring men, whoso work lay somewhere
Pass'd opposite ; she touch'd her girl, who hied
Across, and begg'd, and came back satisfied.

The rich she had let pass with frozen staro.
Thought | : “ Above her state this spirit towers)
She will not ask of aliens, but of friends,

Of sharers in a common human fate.

Slio turns from that cold succor, which attends

Tho unknown little from tho unknowing great,

And points us to a better time than ours.” 'y
-Matthew Arnold

ould but some winged Angel ere too lato
Arrest tho yet unfolded Roll of Fate,
And make tho stern Recorder otherwise

Reregister, or quite obliterate !

Oh Love ! could you and I with Him conspim

To grasp this sorry Scheme of Things entire,
Would we not shatter it to bits—and then

Re-mould it nearer to the Heart's Desire i

— Omar Khayyam (Fitz'Jera®
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The Making of the Gospels.—I.

Under the title given above is now published in
°k form the substance of six lectures delivered in
fe ste r Cathedral by the Rev. J. J. Scott, Canon
, Manchester. The object of these lectures, as
Ch - Ureface>is to make known to the
nstian world “ tli9 results of Biblical criticism, so
sV, f8 ~ey are accepted by our best English
ur °‘ars,” which include Bishops Lightfoot and
estcott, Dr. Salmon, the present Dean of West-
feli Professor Sanday, Professor Swete, Pro-
jr St Ramsey, Dr. Plummer, Professor Burkitt, and
w Vawy°n' We have thus presented in one small
,» U®e the latest views of the Gospels held by the
at luphnaries of the present-day Christian Church,
call' being the case | make no apology for
Ing attention to them and making a few necessary
a®ments thereon.

c Gturo l. is an apologetic attempt to place the
“ position of the Gospels in the first century.
n°n Scott commences by saying that “ God has

thven us these Gospels in the form of a book, and

n 1@ore he intended us to exercise our faculties

iso ~ ,m>as upon any other historical book: that

abn "n”ended us to criticise them, and to learn
unf AL Cm aU that the science of criticism could

Us history, their composition, their
tar'll a*~MUeir authority.” This statement, | need

Q' y 8ay, would be considered rank heresy a

ini a century ago; but, whether *“ God

cert * ~ Auspcis to be criticised or not, they

are criticised now, and will continue to be

arel Geeir true character is fully admitted, and they

ha 1kcofin*8e(t by all a8 merely the record of a great

and ferPetrated by some members of an ignorant
superstitious sect of the second century,

foil Wou™ be tedious, as well as waste of time, to

Pmi®i ,@aP ~bo lecturer's arguments respecting the

'Uth fl ~bo Gospels. We know, to begin

rd ®\bat Greek copies of the four evangels were in

bo rn Jrontcus (A.D. 185). It will only
to j Gee8Bary, then, to see how Canon Scott attempts
tim °monstrate their existence acentury prior to that

Tor?' in the first place, the Christian Father

g0 uban wrote in Latin (and quoted from the

been*28 ab°u”™ ~bo year 200; so there must have

—in a batiu version—a translation from the Greek

tasted56 caye. This, of course, is not con-

8ays our apologist, a number of Christian
icari?8 suffered at Carthngo “ on July 17, in the

siOn "and “ they ayyarcntly had in thoir fpesses-
St j, QOPy of the Gospels and of the Epistles of
th; And these must have been in Latin.” Upon

Scii,,, Vv° assumptions— that the (probably imaginary)

thbat if? “ artyrs had a copy of the Gospels, and
ita “is copy was written in Latin—wo are to take
of “ attar of history that the old Latin version

earij 0 Gospels was in circulation somo decades
hav er./'ban a.d. 180, say in A.D. 150. The words I

tb0 alicised indicate, without furthor comment,
toa ** 8y character of the evidence advanced. It
“ arl b° .stated that the date of those alleged

T ]/raOms *s usually placed at A.D. 200.

to GGxb “ evidence ” for assigning an early date
of n °*“ Latin version is drawn from the account
W n PRersccuti®u ~bo Churches of Vienne and
Presonf t\D' ~M7), preserved by Ensebius. “ The
“bas , ean of Westminster,” wo are informed,
Greej{ ebown that though tho letter is written in
Was ~ ~  tbo Now Tostament used by tho author
an gj.°/lid Latin, not a Greek, Now Tostamont, and
Tertnii- J Q °dition akin to the editions used by
“an «n nax? Cyprian.” Really ! What a clover
Now Pleaent Doan of Westminster" must be!
full of S rG ~bo account of tho persecution mentioned
nient Quotations from the books of the Now Testa*
c’°Pv nfit ubud wo for tho purposo of comparison a
it mic] . ®*d Latin version of about tho year 200,
stated «"ben be easy to ascertain whether the fact

18 eorrect. But tho Epistle of Vienne and
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Lyons in the History of Eusebius, though extending
to about fifteen pages, contains only a casual reference,
here and there, to matters found in the New Testa-
ment ; while the earliest MS. of the OIld Latin
version now extant is of tho fourth or fifth century.
All that is possible now to do is to compare the
Epistle preserved by Eusebius wdtli quotations in
the writings of Tertullian and Cyprian (a D. 200;
A.D. 250); that is, supposing one or other of these
writers to have quoted the same passages cited in
tho Epistle. And the probability that they have
done so is very small indeed.

Let us look for a moment at the references and
quotations in the Epistle. Tho writer, in most cases,
merely makes use of a word or phrase found in the
Christian Scriptures. Thus, he speaks of “ livirg
water,” of “ the Paraclete,” of “ Sons of perdition,”
of “the marriage garment” of the saints, of
“ Zacharias,” and of “ Stephen the perfect martyr.”
He quotes correctly, according to the Greek text,
John xvi. 2, Phil. ii. 6, Rev. xiv. 4, and a portion of
Rev. xxii. 11. The only other passages quoted are
Luke i. 6 and Acts vii. 20, and in each of these there
is only one word which differs from the Greek text.
It is idle to ask whether Tertullian or Cyprian has
cited these two passages. | do not know, and think
it very unlikely indeed. The question is of no im-
portance whatever. Two divergent Greek words aie
insufficient to settle anything, and, at the same time,
it is as likely as not that they may be found amongst
the countless variations in some of the Greek MSS.
I must therefore say again that “ the present Dean
of Westminster ” is a wonderfully clever man.
Furthermore, Scrivener in his lectures on the text
of tho New Testament says of the variations in
copies of tho Old Latin version collated by Jerome
for tho purpose of getting a moro correct Latin text:
“ By the time the end of the fourth century was
reached, the lack of conformity between the several
types of tho OIld Latin version became a practical
inconvenience which was no longer tolerable. 1There
are almost as many models as there are copies’
exclaims St. Jerome to Pope Damasus in A.D. 884 ;
and for once the facts of the case left no room for
Jerome’s characteristic habit of exaggeration.” And
it was from some of these divergent copies our extant
Old Latin MSS. were derived.

Tho third evidential proof advanced for tho early
dato of the Gospels is tho mythical Diatessaron
ascribed to Tatian, “ a native of the Euphrates
valley” (A.D. 170). This imaginary Harmony of the
Gospels, wo are told, “ was so popular that it was
universally used in place of tho four Gospels by
Syriac-speaking people” ; but, unfortunately, “ no
Syriac copy is at present known to exist, and until
comparatively recently tho Diatessaron was only
known through tho quotations made from it by the
Syrian Fathers." Moreover, “ since AD. 1719 there
has boen in the Vatican Library at Romo an Arabic
MS. of the Diatessaron, quite unknown and forgotten,”
which was published in 1888 in Arabic with a Latin
translation, and six years later with an English
translation. Of this everlastingly adduced “ Diates-
saron,” it is only necessary to say that neither of tho
Harmonies mentioned can bo traced to the second
century Tatian, whoso only work extant—*“ An
Address to tho Greeks "—is written, not in Syriac,
but in Greek. It is true that Ephraom tho Syrian
and Aphraatos, the latter a Persian bishop (both of
tho fourth century), wrote commentaries on tho
Gospels, tho text used being of the nature of a
Harmony; but whether they arranged tho passages
themselves—anyone acquainted with the Gospel nar-
ratives could so arrange them—or found a Harmony
in uso ready made, thero is no evidence to show. In
any case, this fourth century Syriac Harmony cannot
be traced back to tho heretic Tatian, whoso Gospol
was not a Harmony at all, but one used by many
heretical sects in tho second century—*“ The Gospel
according to tho Egyptians.”

Lastly, coming to tho dates of the Gospels, tho
lecturer without either rhymo or reason states that
“ tho volume of the Gospels must have come into
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existence about A.D. 100, or at any rate not much
later. And the single Gospels must have been
written before that.” Finally, with regard to the
latter he says: “ | suggest to you A.D. 63 or there-
abouts for St. Mark, and A.D. 70 for St. Matthew and
St. Luke, and A.D. 96 for St. John.” The vexed ques-
tion of the dates being thus satisfactorily settled, it
is not in the least surprising to be further told that
“ 1t is now absolutely certain that all the four
Gospels were written within the possible lifetime of
the men whose names they bear.” This statement,
I have not the slightest doubt, is perfectly true—
though not exactly in the sense the lecturer intended.
And, since Canon Scott has been so good as to
suggest a number of early dates for the composition
of the Gospels, | take the liberty of suggesting, with
more reason and probability, some later ones. These
are the following:—

a.d. 136—Gospel of Mark—compiled by Mark, the first
Gentile bishop of Jerusalem.

a.d. 145—Gospel of Matthew—compiled by a Jewish
Christian named Matthew.

a.d. 150—Gospel of John—composed by John the pres-
byter, a friend of Papias.

a.d. 156—Gospel of Luke—compiled by Luke, a presbyter
of Antioch, for the benefit of a distinguished
convert, Theophilus, afterwards bishop of the
church at Antioch (a.d. 168— 181).

Now, | venture to say that the names and dates
given above are far more likely to be correct than
those suggested by the Canon of Manchester; from
which, also, it will be seen that “ all the four Gospels
were written within the possible lifetime of the men

whose names they bear.” ABRACADABEA.

(To be continued.)

Secular Society’'s Annual
Conference.

National

(Concluded from page 365.)

The list of vice-presidents nominated by the Executive
being carried, the following new vice-presidents were
added:—Mrs. Pcgg (Manchester), Mr. Richard Johnson
(Manchester), Mr. G. F. H. McCluskey (Plymouth) Mr. W.
White (South Shields), and Mr. W. Davoy (London).

Tho election of vice-presidents having been concluded, the
Conference proceeded with Motion

7. Election of Auditor. Mr. F. Cottrell was re-elected
Auditor for tho ensuing year, with Mr. Sponce, West Ham.

8. Motion by West Ham Branch :

“ That a Treasure* be appointed to the National
Secular Society.”

Mr. Spence, in moving this, said that it was felt by tho
Branch he represented, and probably by others, that more
confidence would be felt if this Society followed the example
of other organisations in appointing a treasurer at each Con-
ference. This having been seconded, tho President thought
it would help the members if he briefly explained the present
position and the position in tho past. Tho Society had for
years a treasurer, but owing to tho stato of English law on
the subject money standing in his naino was legally his.
Tho result of this was that on the death of tho last trea-
surer his business, good enough while under his superin-
tendence, was wound up, and on a forced realisation was
found to yield only a small dividend. In this case tho
N. S. S. only ranked as ordinary creditor, and suffered with
tho rest of the creditors. On the treasurer’'s death, there-
fore, the Executive resolved that in future its funds should
be banked as a sub-account of the Secular Society, Limited,
thus securing both a moral and a legal guarantee as to their
security. Neither the election of a treasurer nor of trustees
conld give anything like the same security as was given by
the incorporated Society. Mr. Nicholson (West Stanley)
said that after hearing the explanation of tho President ho
thought it would bo well if the Conference advised other
Branches to act in the same manner in such cases when
their funds reached any considerable amount. Branches
that trusted either to a treasurer or to trustees were exposed
to the same dangers, and should guard themselves in the
same manner. This being put in the the form of an amend-
ment by Mr. Mason (Birmingham), was carried with prac-
tical unanimity.
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At this point the Conference adjourned for luncheon. On
reassembling at 2.30, Motion 9, standing in the name of m
Executive,

“ That this Conference protests against the establish-
ment of 1Simplo Bible Teaching ' as the State relig*n
in elementary schools, to be given daily by the ordinary
staff at the public cost, and calls upon the Liberal party
to revert to its old principle of the neutrality of the State
in matters of religion—a principle which is violated oy
appropriating tho money of all citizens to pay for incu-
eating the religious ideas of a section of the people ; an
this Conference further declares its opinion that, apar
altogether from justice and equal citizenship, it i3
possible to bring the educational strife to a peaceiu
conclusion except by the policy of Secular Education,

was formally moved by Mr. G. W. Foote. Mr. J. T. Lloyd,
in seconding this, pointed out that the motion was really an
embodiment of the Secular position in relation to Sta
Education. As Secularists we objected to the endowmen
of all opinion, even our own. The Nonconformists, too, 1
supporting “ Bible toaching,” were false to their own Pr0
fessed principles. There was, moreover, no such thing a
simple Bible teaching. Bible teaching meant Christia
teaching, and the only way of keeping the Bible in the seboo *
was to teach Christianity at the public expense. The res
lution was then put and carried unanimously.
10. Motion by Birmingham Branch :

“ That this Conference requests the Executive tow
steps to arrange demonstrations in support of Secu
Education in tho principal towns of England an
Wales.” j

Mr. Whitwell, in moving, said that his Branch was
opinion that just now, while tho education question
before the people, great good would be done by a series
demonstrations held in tho principal towns and cities
England. Mr. F. A. Davies supported tho motion, and 1
that they ought not to forego tho credit duo for ~avc”
brought Secular Education within reasonable distan g’
There was, moreover, great danger that unless tho N- ==
did keep the agitation alive some new compromise betw gt
tho religious bodies might bo effected, and thus leave u3J. r
whero we were. Mr. Lye (Coventry) thought that Secu
Education would como more from the logic of events th&v
aught else, and that our hands would bo strengthened if ~
could bring together all those organisations that were IB
agreement with tho policy of Secular Education. _Ho tie
fore moved, as an addendum, that all such organisations
invited to co-operate with the N.S. S. to that end.
having been agreed to by tho mover, tho resolution
then carried.

11. Motion by Executive: .

“ That this Conference calls upon all non-Christy
to take advantage of the new Conscience Clauso
Education Bill by withdrawing their children
school until tho religious instruction is over aU<Ujar
legal attendance shoots are marked for the ®
instruction.”

Was carried after a brief discussion.

12. Motion by Executive: i.es,
“ That steps should bo taken by N.S.S.

and by progressive societies generally, to guard ah”a0Ot

the sinister alliance of tho otherwise inter-mi By

Christian Churches for tho purpose of rcS,ngto

Sunday freedom and suppressing countcr-attractio

the various forms of religious worship.” ,
Tho President formally moved this resolution on b® | jt
tho Executive. Mr. C. Cohen, in seconding, said ~Naa
was too often forgotten that tho question of Vas a

more than a mere religious or anti-religious one. . 1 It
question that involved grave social and moral issu mm
was impossible to make any exact calculation, but wH
remembered tho long reign of tho Puritan Sunday, * , gD.
that by shutting off tho people from all rational a of
lightening recreation it had condemned them to  Oerlled
inactivity or lounging about tho streets; then if s .gtjao
that more bad habits had been developed by tho ijU(;gDie9
Sunday than by any other day in the week. There .0,
now a combined attack being made on tho little,.ref ;oriu0

that was permitted. Much of it had been curtail0* ~or
tho past few years, and, unfortunately, some of

leaders seemed playing the religious game, and > e
their own work. Mr. Spence (West Ham) said ~ ~jiclrell
agreeing with the resolution, when ho noticed how ANith
were employed on Sunday, he felt a certain symPa

those who agitated against Sunday labor. Mr. T. xjtiol*

thought that what wo had to do was to Kill tho sup jejguro

of a seventh-day rest, and go in for a fair amount o gQQU
—ono day in five, if possible. Mr. R. Chapman
Shields) and Mr, C. I'egg (Manchester) pointed of

much good might be done by local effort. “ery
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Sabbatarian efforts could be checked if people who
bved in the locality took a keener interest in the matter,
and by interviewing councillors, or by writing to the press,
called public attention to what really was being done.
Several other speeches were made, and Mr. Cohen, having
Pointed out that the resolution in no way advocated Sunday
abor, but was aimed at preventing the establishment of a
puritanical day of rest or of demoralisation, the motion was
put to the vote, and carried.

13. Motion by Kingsland Branch : .

“ That this Conference strongly protests against the
exclusion of the Freethinker and other Freethougbt
publications from the tables of rate-supported pub ic
libraries.”

rui biuvey, having proposed this resolution in a neat
,,Te speech detailing the unfair treatment of the i'ree-
unlcer in various public institutions, and other speeches
“av'ug been delivered, Mr. Lye (Coventry) proposed that
&Freethinker should be supplied by the Executive to u
ustitutions that were willing to receive it. This would
secure continuity of supply, whereas, so long as it was sup-
Phed by individuals, it might be discontinued at any moment.
7°'h resolution and addendum were then put to the vote,
aud carried.

14. Motion by Executive : . . .

“ That this Conference hails with satisfaction ie
friendly understanding which now exists between Great
Britain and France, and hopes the same friendly under-
standing will be extended to other countries; and
further trusts that the present Parliament will take
Practical steps to promote and consolidate the prmcip e
°f international arbitration, in the interest of the peace
of the world and the progress of mankind.”

i 08It of o Exevutive #Y# resolut» ««  line

fae President. The motion, he said, wa q members of
fbe printed objects of the N. S. s., and all th® ding that
bat Society would welcome the bettor e ~ should

ow existed between this country an ",." g a stop

dlii’- to gge this extended. to._other nations,as a

~i the humanisation of tho world’s politics. We coulu

¢ settle the justice of particular wars, but we could make

, , @Pcul to the common sentiments of all people in favor of

“ration and peace; and this appeal could, because of

8 and's incontestable naval superiority, come with better
acc from this country than from any other.

15, Motion by Mr. T. J. Thurlow :—
“That this Conference earnestly hopes that the

Government, iu tho exercise of its power of veto in the
oaso of all now legislative enactments by self-governing
British dependencies or crown colonies, or in tho granting
;freself-government thereto, will see that the aborigines

justly and humanely treated, and that such treat-

ment is secured to them by statuto law.”

Buferdimuilew said thiat lie Bronght this mMakter before the
to safe, Cc Because in his opinion it was of great importance
British ~10 interests of those races coming under
Nere as N Lienee or controli He did not say that the blacks

Sttn8 en i StBo wBitcs, but ho did say that England was
the libart°, 1 Just>and justice was not dono unless
8uarar,t ot theso pooplo in Natal and elsewhere wero
~°pben, 4 * ~fter a few remarks from Mr. Davies and Mr.

10 resolution was put to tho meeting and adopted.

'\4?%% by Nouunitetin Ash Branch ;—
bv n . *a viow of tho reaction against religion caused
J MO {elih v@mmiit WA b Bavicasto i REAFFY O
a strong Frcethought propaganda in South Wales, under
‘be management of the N. S. S. Central Executive.

Coni Inovin8 this, Mr. T. Bennot (Mountain Ash) told the
diffi en?co what work had been dono in the face of extreme
5 2 ‘ies in South Wales, and asked the Society to assist

hism'n carrying on further propaganda. Mr-L y g

tho, ? ° ricnce in Sonth Wales, and said that tlio mo

tj “~ttul of tho Welsh pcoplo were so sick of tho emo-
thow ,°,r«iefl of the rovival that they would welcome a Free-
Poinft Propaganda in their midst. The President also
WePtd,,out that the offer had boon mado to the South
taU nBtanch that provided thoso on the spot would under-
sent | neccssary local arrangements, lecturers would c

:%gﬂiﬂ From | Lepna 160 s\t cHOMA e i

the Fgsg uf‘ tBe Conference having nearly expired, after
Bragetl fl L1 landing im tho mghD of U West Steaoley

. .~ocioty should adopt some emblem wher
MW*”H&E@HW recognise each o#i.ori was catrfer}f i%
a resolution, b t manner is

“ That tho N. S. S. bo represented i Frcethought
Possque at tho approach? g Internat?onal g

Congress in South America.’

A . . . .
£ ABSP ISV ADPE SR rom ene FTBEIGSN Brovant
le proceedings to a close.
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Correspondence.

THE CLERGY AND THE UNEMPLOYED.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER”

Sir,—The following correspondence will show you how
indifferent at least one of the clergy is to the wants of the
unemployed. - John w WthITe.

“ 1 Christmas-street, Bristol,
To the Rev. Il. P. Cronshaw. June 4.

Dear Sir,—On Sunday last you preached in Westminster
Abbey ; and from a report of your sermon in the Daily Mail
of this date | quote the following : ‘ God would break down
the world with his hammer as a pavement beneath his feet.’

I have read that the weight of the 1world’ is about
6,070 trillions of tons; hence the God who is about to carry
out the breakdown has a big contract on hand ; and, there-
fore, would require much manual labor. In this city there
are many thousands of men out of employment who would
gladly work in the scheme of destruction; and 1 feel
interested in obtaining the men employment.

Kindly answer the following as early as convenient:i—

(@) When does the breaking commence ?
(b) How many men would be required ?
(¢) What is the hourly rate of wages ?
\d) Where is the rubbish to be carted ?
Yours faithfully,

Stamped envelope enclosed. John W. White.”

“ St. Stephen’s Vicarage, Westbourne Park, W.
June 5, 1906.
Sir,— | have to acknowledge the receipt of your commu-

nication. Faithfully yours,

H. P. Cronshaw.”

FROM ANIMISM TO ATHEISM.

So far as the rationality of the conception is concerned, it
makes no difference whether tho universe is conceived to bo
dominated by one personality or two, by an oligarchy of per-
sonalities or by innumerable personalities. All such concep-
tions rest on the same kind of insecurity. The primitive con-
ceptions aro animistic, and all the innumerable forms found
among the more evolved races of the earth to-day are differ-
entiations from this original protoplasmic type. There are
concatenations of evolving gods, and tho saints, seraphs,
devils, and deities of civilised folk aro the evolved and edu-
cated posterity of the spirits of the fastnesses and tho ghosts
and witches of the night wind. The evolution from animism
to polytheism, and from polytheism to monotheism, parallels
rudely the evolution of the generalising talent of tho human
mind. The age of animism, when every individual rock,
glen, and event has its own. spirit or personality, is the
period of particularisation in the human intellect. As tho
generalising power dovclops, phenomena are grouped, and
instead of conceiving a personality for each object or event,
each class has a single superintendent who dominates tho
phenomena of his particular department. There are super-
intendents of tho sea, fire, war, wino, agriculture, love—gods
of tho inglcsido, gods of the storm, good gods, bad gods, sylvan
gods, and so on. This is polytheism. And polytheism, as
mind grows moro conscious and cosmic, is superseded by a
single supremo executive, assisted by the subordinates whom
he has ovolutionally outstripped. Tho conception of the uni-
verse as a self-sufficient and self-destined mechanism is the
sequent of monotheism.—J. Howard Moore, “ Better-World
Philosophy," pp. 65-67.

Obituary.

We deeply regret to have to record tho death of Miss
Jeannio Wren Hutty, aged twenty-two, a member of tho
Nowecastlo-on-Tyno Branch of tho National Secular Society.
Tho circumstances aro peculiarly sad. Miss Hutty was a
very bright girl and had studied apparently beyond her
strength. She gained tho degreo of B.Sc. in lior twenty-first
year, and died only a brief while aftor obtaining it. Sho and
her mother were singularly devoted to each other, and the
loss to tho latter is immeasurable. Fortunately she has two
young sons left to comfort her as far as may bo, and above
all to ongago her attention. Tho funeral took placo at
Elswick Cemetery on Monday afternoon; Mr. Elstob, the
Branch secretary, conducting a Secular Service at the grave-
side. Many members of the Branch were present, with Mr.
R. Chapman and others from South Shields.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, etc.

Notioosof Leotures,eto.,must reach ua by first post on Tuesday
and be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
Outdoor.

Bethnal Green Branch N. S. S. (Victoria Park, near the
Fountain): 3.15 and 6.15, F. A. Davies.

Camberwell Branch N. S. S. : Eushcroft-road, Brixton, 11.30,
Ernest Edwin ; Brockwell Park, 3.15 and 6, C. Cohen.

Clapham Common: 3, A. D. Howell-Smith, B.A., “ The Pen-
tateuch.”

Kingsland Branch N. S. S.
Mr. Cohen.

North London Branch N. S. S. (Parliament Hill, Hampstead):
3.15, H. S. Wishart, “ Christianity and Atheism”; 6.30, J.
Eowney, “ God’s First Week’s Work.”

West Ham Branch N.S.S. (The Grove, Stratford): 7, W. J.
Eamsey, “ Immortality.”

COUNTBY.
Liverpool Branch N.S.S. (Milton Hall, Daulby-street): 7,
A. E. Killip, “ Marcus Aurelius.”

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, Market-
place) : 7.30, Annual Meeting: Conference Eeport and Election
of Officers.

W est Stanley Branch N. S. S. (2 William-street, South Moor) :
3.30, Andrew White, “ People | Have Met.”

(Eidley-road, Dalston): 11.30,

QOutdoor.
W igan Branch N. S. S. (Market Square): Tuesday, June 19, at
7.45, H. Percy Ward, “ Bible and Bung.”

TRUE MORALITY:

Or The Theory and Practice of Neo-Malthusianism,
IS, | BELIEVE

THE BEST BOOK
ON THIS SUBJECT.

Superfine Large-paper Edition, 176 paget, with Portrait and Auto-
graph, bound in cloth, gilt-lettered, poit free 1», a copy.

In order that it may have a large circulation, and to bring it
within the reach of the poor, | have issued
A POPULAR EDITION IN PAPER COVERS.
A copy of this edition post free for 2d. A dozen copies, for dis-
tribution, post free for one shilling.

The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, says: "Mr.
Holmes's pamphlet...... is an almost unexceptional statement
of the Neo-Malthusianism theory and practice...... and through-
out appeals to moral feeling....... The special value of Mr.
Holmes's service to the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human
well-being generally is just his combination in his pamphlet
of a plain statement of the physical and moral need for family
limitation, with a plain accountyf the means by which it can bo
secured, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the
lowest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr.
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very high terms.

Ordert should be sent to the author,

J. R HOLMES, EAST HANNEY, WANTAGE.

Take a Road of Your Own

Or, Individuality and Mental Freedom

By COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL
PRICE ONE PENNY

Thwaites’ Liven Pills.
The Best Family Medicine in the World.

Wi ill cure Liver, Kidney, and all Stomach Diseases effectually.
Good for Heart Troubles and Cardiac Complaints, Female
Ailments, Anamia.

Is. I]d. and 2s. 9d. per Box.

Post free 14 or 33 stamps. Directions with each box.

G. THWAITES, Herbalist,
2, Church Bow, Stockton-on-Tees, and
24, Linthorpe Road, Middlesbrough.
THWAITES’ LIVER PILLS are not Sugar-coated or got up to
deceive, nor factory made, but are made from Herbs by a Herbalist
of nearly 40 years’ experience in curing disease with Herbs and
preparations from them.

THE FREETHINKER

Jone 17, 19°6

THE BOOK OF GOD

IN THE LIGHT OF THE HIGHER CRITICISM.
By G. W. FOOTE.

“ 1 have read with great pleasure youi Book of Ood. You ha
shown with perfect clearness the absurdity of Dean Farrar

osition | congratulate you on your book. It will do greatgoo >

ecause it is filled with the best of sense expressed with force an
beauty.” —Colonel Inoersoll.

“ A volume we strongly recommend........ Ought to be in 4
hands of every earnest and sincere inquirer.” —Reynolds's Se
paper.

Bound in Stout Paper Covers- - - -

Bound in Good C loth

1/

A NEW EDITION. NOW READY.
Colonel Ingersoll’'s Last Lecture.

WHAT IS RELIGION ?

An Address delivered before the American Free Religl°uS
Association at Boston, Juno 2, 1899.

Price Twopence.

BIBLE HEROES.

By G. W. FOOTE.

Adam—Noah—Abraham—Jacob—Joseph—Joseph’sBrethren

Moses — Aaron — Joshua— Jephthah—Samson—Samuel—Sg*
David—Solomon— Job — Elijah— Elisha— Jehu—Daniel =
Prophets—Peter—Paul.

200 pages, Cloth, 2s. 6d.

INTERNATIONAL FREETHOUGHT CONGRESS-

A Photograph of the National Secular Society8
Delegates taken beneath the Voltaire Statue
in Paris, September, 1005.

Well Mounted for Framing, 15 by 20 ins.
ONLY A LIMITED NUMBER OF COPIES-

Price HALF-A-CROWN.

(Securely Packed and Post Free)
From—

The Secretary, N.S.S., 2 Newcastle-ST-,

RITAIN'S BEST BICYCLE-Tho Budge-
B worth. Special terms to Freethinkers. Other *eaujre.
makes supplied. Cycles built to order.—Apply, stating rcq
ments to Firth, Norris Hill, Heckmondwiko, Yorks.

SECOND-HAND BOOKS. ¢ d.
3 0
Cope. Primary Factors of Organic Evolution 2 0
Stanley. The Nebular Theory ... 3 0
Titchener. Outlines of Psychology... 5 0
Dryer. Life of Tycho Brahe. 12s. 6d... . 3 0
Havelock Ellis. Manand Woman........................ , 6
Martineau. Scat of Authority in Religion. 10s. Gd. 5 6
Religious Systems of the World. 10s. 6d. 6 0
The Pour Gospels as Historical Records. 15s. ; 6
Mankind, their Origin and Destiny. 31s. Gd.
Pinches. The Old Testament in the Light of Histérica g 0
Records of Babylonia and ASSyria........cccocceevieene 7 6
Bayle. Historical Dictionary. 4 vols., large folio 5 0

Lardner, Dr. Nathaniel. Complete Works. 5 vols.

1 in good condition and carriage paid, with the e?ce” ° p»yB
lyle and Lardner, whose bindings are rubbed and bu>
rriage.

Wt M.j 9 Ladysmith-terrace, Chesterfield.



June 17, 1908

THE FREETHINKER

383

THE SECULAR SOCIETY,
(LIMITED)
Company Limited by Guarantee.
Registered Office—2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.G.
Chairman of Board of Directors—Mb. G. W. FOOTE.
Secretary—E. M. VANCE (Miss),

his Society was formed in 1898 to afford legal security to the
mQiaition anBapplication of funds for Secular purposes,
ne Memorandum of Association sots forth that the Society’s
sh flre '—w® promote the principle that human conduct
n ?uh be baaed upon natural knowledge, and not upon super-
e ,urjUbelief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper
j °*a" thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry.
Promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com-
lanf6 ,sec™arisati°n of the State, etc., etc. And to do all such
hold ~in8s as are conducive to such objects. Also to have,
or h rece'VO>and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised,
bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of
ftOParpose3 of “the ‘Society.
sho m 7 ifity members is limited to £1, in case the Society
liabTrVer  wound up and the assets were insufficient to cover
Uities—a most unlikely contingency.
' ?*bers pay an entrance fee of ton shillings, and a subsequent
Th nWaor*Pt'on of five shillings.
1 16Society has aconsiderable number of members, but a much
»-®ej HHirber is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be
it amongst those who read this announcement. All who join
.Participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of
tion tke\Ur0eB 'aexpressly provided in the Articles of Associa-
te K - no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from
Booiety> either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in

I Way whatever.
i Society's affairs are managed by an elected Board of
twel OM' OOnaisting of not less than five and not more than

ve members, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) oach year,

THE BIBLE

but are oapable of re-election. An Annual General Meeting cf
members must be held in London, to receive the Report, elect
new Directors, and transact any other business that may arise.

Being a duly registered body, the Secular Society, Limited,
can receive donations and bequests with absolute security.
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to make
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favor in their
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension.
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The executors
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary course of
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in
connection with any of the wills by which the Society has
already been benefited.

The Society’s solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battcock 23
Rood-lane, Fonchurch-street, London, E.C.

A Form of Bequest—The following is a sufficient form of
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators:—“ | give and
“ bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited, the sum of £------
“ free from Legacy Duty, and | direct that a receipt signed by
“two members of the Board of the said Society and the Secretary
“ thereof shall be a good discharge to my Executors for the
" said Legacy.”

Friends of the Society who have remembered it in their wills,
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary of
the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential. This is not necessary,
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, and
their contents have to be established by competent testimony.
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