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VoL XXVI.—No 1G Sunday,

~Nisdom doth live ivith children round her knees :
Books, leisure, perfect freedom, and the talk
Man holds with week-day man in the hourly walk

°f the mind’s business. — WORDSWORTH

Shakespeare’'s Day.

~ANy of my readers are probably looking forward
r fnarticle from my pen op the now Education Bill.
1shall certainly deal with it in the Freethinker, but
~ouUl rather not do so in a hurry, and | am
IeP'Qg the subject for my first Queen’s Hall lecture.
Moreover 1 want to write on something else this
~eek—something which would be a little out of date
Pefc week. | refer to Shakespeare’s Day. The
‘wenty-third of April is the death-day, and also
aPParently the birthday, of the greatest genius that
illuminated and adorned the world. And this
dost of the sons of men was also the mightiest
Jostle of reason; for it was he who consummated
0 drama by bringing human life under the absolute
N ay °f moral causation. “ Shakespeare was,” as
N I nays, “ in the genuine sense—that is,
ter 'e am* kigh”~st and widest meaning of the
jh a freethinker." Our great living poet justly
~ g attention to the magnificent soliloquy which is
I'ays eliminated from the stage version of llamlct.
hat wonderful piece of writing there is a passage
N ‘eh Mr. Swinburne had chiefly in mind in calling
akespoaro a Freethinker. At a time when reason
ss trodden under foot by Catholic and Protestant
0 the Master uttered his plea on its behalf:
1 Sure lie that made us with such large discourse,
hooking before and after, gave us not
That capability and god-like reason
To fust in us unus'd.”
~The “ he ” in this passage is nothing. It
tQ*onal. The reality of the passage is a challenge
suppressors of what lifts man above tho beast.
. .68 7N a»”® noted in passing that the same
hot of “ godlike ” is applied to reason in Hamlet's
°rtal panegyric on man :—*“ in action how like an

font’ *n aPPrehensi®n how like a god." And let it
H aGr he noted that the panegyric ends by calling

is con-

ani * heauty of tho world, tho paragon of
tj a8" ~ was univorsally believed in that age
, was a fallen angel. Shakespeare in one
pro all-inclusive phrase placed man in his

lUcfOor P°8" on | the position which Darwin fortified
rendered impregnable.

Qe a”esPeareisthoincommensurabloman. Browning

tj remarked with what ease Shakespeare took the
o = Poetry while “tho rest of us” toiled YO
tkis ~ 8. There is no one like him. One poet has

hag gUalifcy, an”™ another has that, but Shakespeare

ig N ~fnalities, and all in tho highest degree. That
1 ® crowning marvel of his marvellous genius.
*|auL
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Nature brought all her gifts to his cradle. She
was in a mood of reckless generosity. *“ Shake-
speare,” as Emerson said, “is as much out
of the category of eminent authors, as he is out
of the crowd. A good reader can, in a sort,
nestle into Plato’s brain and think fx-om thence;
but not into Shakespeare's. We are still out of
doors.” Let me quote again from the same admir-
able critic. “ He is wise,” Emerson says, “ without
emphasis or assertion; he is strong as nature is
strong, who lifts the land into mountain slopes with-
out effort, and by the same rule as she floats a bubble
in the air, and likes as well to do the one as the
other.”

“ The first page | read of Shakespeare,” said Goethe,
“ made me his for life ; and when | had read through
a single play | was as one who had been born blind
upon whom sight had suddenly been bestowed by a
miraculous touch.” Flaubert, in his correspondence,
is always fine in his references to Shakespeare. That
immense genius, he once said, overwhelms me.
Victor Hugo, in that splendid rhapsody which is
entitled Concerning Shakespeare, by way of introducing
his son’s translation of the plays into Fiench, ex-
hausted language in celebrating the poet whoso
incontestible greatness he recognised. Here is one
passage among many:—

“ Inordinate force, exquisite charm, epic ferocity, pity,
creative faculty, gaiety (that lofty gaiety unintelligible
to narrow understandings), sarcasm (the cutting lash for
tho wicked), sidereal grandeur, microscopic tenuity, a
universe of poetry, with its zenith and its nadir, tho vast
whole, tho profound detail,—nothing is wanting in this
mind. One feels, on approaching tho work of this man,
a vast wind blowing off tho shores of a world. The
irradiation of genius on every side,—such is Shakespeare.'1

“ Virility always, inspiration everywhere,” said
Hugo—with a characteristic but almost unquotable

reference to stallions and jack-mules. In my own
humble way | noticed Shakespeare’'s “ inspiration ”
when | addressed an Open Letter on Inspiration to
the Rev. R. F. Horton many years ago. | told him

that it was highly improbable that the Bible would
hold its real or supposed place at the top of our
literature. Poets, thinkers, and moralists, | told
him, as lofty as any of antiquity, had been amongst
us, who only required age to mellow their golden
reputations:—

“ Ono of them, the mightiest in the roll of fame, the
magisterial genius of this planet, lived, died, and was
buried in our own England. Upon his brow sits tho
shadow of thought beyond tho scopo of tho bards of
Israel; his eye has depth within depth, until tho
beholder is lost in its profundity ; ovory passion trembles
on his mobile lips; and in tho corners of his mouth
there lurk the subtle sprites of wit and humor—a wit
as nimble as the lightning, a humor as sweet and im-
partial as tho sunshine. His very language is divine,
speaking every note from tho whisper of love to the
tempest of wrath, from the mother’s lullaby to the
hero’s challenge, from the soft flutings of sylvan peace to
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the thunder-roll of battle and death. Let the poets
and prophets of Israel approach. The mighty palace
of his genius shall find them all an appropriate apart-
ment, leaving a host of chambers to spare, in some of
which the decorations are too lovely for their stern
regard."

The Bible in English is used in the Christian
Churches, but the English Bible exists in the
writings of William Shakespeare. We might even
call it the Bible of Humanity, if it be true, as
Emerson said, that Shakespeare is “ the poet of the
human race.”

W One of the finest tributes to Shakespeare since the
days of Lamb and Coleridge and Landor is Matthew
Arnold’s sonnet.—
“ Others abide our question. Thou art free.

We ask and ask—thou smilest and art still,

Out-topping knowledge. For the loftiest hill,

Who to the stars uncrowns his majesty,

Planting his stedfast footsteps in the sea,

Making the heaven of heavens his dwelling place,

Spares but the cloudy border of his base

To the foil'd searching of mortality;

And thou, who didst the stars and sunbeams know,

Self-scliool'd, self-scann’d, self-honor'd, self-secure,

Didst tread on earth ungnessed at.—Better so 1

All pains tho immortal spirit must endure,

All weakness which impairs, all griefs which bow,

Find their sole speech in that victorious brow.”

Perhaps the noble image of “ the loftiest hill ” was
suggested by Goldsmith’s beautiful lines, but it must
be admitted th.at Arnold endowed it with fresh power
and significance in this masterly application to
Shakespeare.

There is a delightful and original image in the
first of George Meredith’s two sonnets on the spirit
of Shakespeare:—

» The greatest knew thee, Mother Earth ; unsoured
He knew thy sons. lie probed from hell to hell
Of human passions, but of love deflowered
His wisdom was not, for he knew thee well.
Thence came the honeyed corner at his lips,
The conquering smile wherein his spirit sails
Calm as the God who the white sea-wave whips,
Yet full of speech and intershifting tales,

Close mirrors of us : thence had he the laugh
We feel is thine : broad as ten thousand beeves
At pasture!”

The rest of tho sonnet may be omitted in order to
leave that striking picture fresh in the reader's
mind. Of course ho must suppose the sunlight to
be falling on those ten thousand backs. How true
then tho similo is of Shakespeare’s kind, rich, whole-
some laugh. Nothing sour or bitter in it, but alto-
gether worthy of the great humorist who was also a
great philosopher; worthy of him who dropped out
of his infinite treasury of reflection such sweet
truths as “ conscience is horn of love ” and “ beauty
lives with kindness."

Freethinkers, to whom Shakespeare specially
belongs, if we regard him in any other way than as
belonging to all humanity, will rejoice that the
Master is reverenced in all countries, that the world’s
best writers have celebrated his genius, that ho is
becoming more and more an object of profound and
careful study, that hundreds of tho ablest men in
every land join in tho work out of pure love, that
whole libraries are gathering about his mighty name,
and that interest in him increases as interest in the
Christian Bible diminishes.

Women above all should reverence Shakespeare.
Ho is tho best friend they ever had. He elevates
them as much as the Bible degrades them. It was
Shelley who thought the highest tribute he could
pay to a good and beautiful friend was to liken her
to “ one of Shakespeare’s women." The expression
has become common since. The greatest of poets
drew so many lovely pictures of women that wo may
be sure of his own lofty graciousness. His lovely
women were pure but human; not saints, not
spouses of Christ, but fit mates for his best men.
The loved and honored wife and mother was Shakos-
poare’s ideal. And it may bo th.at ho le.arnt much of
it from the woman with tho beautiful name who was
bis mother. Fancy th.at child on that woman’s knees !

G. W. Foote.
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The Spider and the Fly.

E1even writers, six of whom are clergymen belong-
ing to various denominations, without counting
Mr. Bramwell Booth, who may be called a clergyman
of a sort, have combined to write a book on Christi-
anity and the Working Classes. And the remaining
four are, it is almost needless to say, Christians in
point of religion. This, if not as it should be, is at
least as usual. For it is characteristic of these
manufactured symposiums that they are nearly
always composed of “ safe ” writers. Instead of the
writers being of various opinions, and so producing
between them a real and helpful discussion, they are
all in agreement on the fundamental and vital issue,
with the result that the product is something in the
nature of an elaborate piece of bluff. Christianity
is never called into question, because all the writers
believe in it. To make the discussion really helpfO*
one of the contributors, at least, should have beo0
one— a working man preferably—who did not belief'6
in any form of Christianity and who could thus voice
sentiments that none of the other writers are able
or willing to place before their readers. This, how-
ever, might be a dangerous game. It is far safer to
confino one’s selection to Christian circles, «and then
whatever else may be called into question, Christi-
anity itself is secure from, attack.

Yet certain facts arc far too glaring for oven
professed Christians to ignore. And one of these
facts is that the working classes, as a whole, take
small stock in the Christian churches and chapel&
Dr. Clifford, it is true, holds that tho dissenting
churches are the Labor Churches of England, but this
may only be a laborious attempt of his to bo bum01'
ous. Mr. Haw, the editor of the volume referred to,
says on the other hand, “ that the great mass
working men) remain either antagonistic to moder
religious teaching or indifferent to it.” And M m
Arthur Henderson, M.P., says that “ after tho naps
careful observation," he is “ forced to the conclusiO
that the vast majority of our wage earners are a
present outside the various branches of the Christa”
cnurch.” Nor is this opinion challenged by any 0
the other writers, although most of them give nd0*
or less fanciful and more or less comfortable cxpla
ations of tho phenomenon. NI Henderson a
remarks that some churches “ are little bettor tn®
religious hothouses for tho preservation of
interests of middlo-class society ” ; while Mi’- »i
K. Hocking, a gentleman who enlivens tho teOlU.g
of writing sontimental and flabby religious
by preaching equally flabby sermons, gives
more sweeping statement that “ the church, wkcJd, 0
Free or Established, is becoming more and mOrO
sacred preserve of tho well-to-do." . n.

Tho fact is obvious to obtrusivenoss. Tho exXPi#jJo
ations, with one exception, are inadequate to
point of absurdity. There is, in the first plaC’’ ar0
favorite theory that what the working classes n
dissatisfied with is not Christianity but the ohurc
Tho humor of tho explanation lies in tho ”“aC“ mir0
it is put forward by clergymen. One ought to ad
tho self-sacrifice that prompts those gentlenafl »
como forward and say “ It is not our religion )YWjG/
with which people aro dissatisfied ”; only as *
represent the churches and continue in the sam ~
way, one feels inclined to doubt tho genninencs
the theory. Others of the writers give many
ances that the working classes aro really not ~
ligious, but only disgusted w-ith the practico jy
Christians. And the proofs offered of this ai'0 1 -et.
funny. Mr. Hocking says that “ Infidelity, as uit »

stood a generation ago, scarcely exists to-day- .g
is, of course, difficult to say just what Mr. 10 Om
understands by the infidelity of a generation

but when one looks at the collective output °1 jjjdb

Christian literature, at the even larger mass
simply puts Christianity quite at one side, a
genoral tone of a largo proportion of the Peo”j,nply
meets, it would seem as if Mr. Hocking was ? rOf
trying to keep his hand in practice as a wri
fiction for Nonconformist consumption.
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Mr. George Lansbury thinks it would not be true to
say that the mass of English people “ are irreligious
and eared nothing at all for each other,” and proves
‘ft by saying that “ some who are loudest in their
condemnation of the churches, have been amongst
the foremost in doing work for others and helping
those up who are down.” The assertion is only
Quailed in character by the evidence. When a man

as reached the point of identifying irreligion with
it fLnce °t care f°r one’s fellow creature, and takes

that the fact of people helping to do good work is
P°°t that they still believe in Christianity, be may

0 sately given up as hopeless—except for pulpit
mrPj*GS Mr. Lansbury, however, is only a layman.

® Rev. Ensor Walters is a Wesleyan clergyman,

d he is not going to allow the layman to carry off
0] 6 Palm for this kind of foolery. He writes, “ as
Ultimately acquainted with the working class

G that the workers are not hostile to Christianity,
D asks those who believe they are to note how the
th°r ~reat their children, and their attitude towards
1 0 ®ck and dying. Moreover, thoy will not hear

ish words concerning Jesus, or “ the vaporings of

asphernous Atheism.” So that the only way that

0 e°uld prove to Mr. Walters that any working
kn® 1eare anM-Christian would be to exhibit them
a ?c*nug their children about, neglecting their sick,
j uancing fandangos on tho body of the dead. |

not know if Mr. Lansbury and Mr. Walters are
~quainted, but if not, they strike one as beiDg
penally fitted to worship togetber in tho same
~urch. Wo all have our complementary portion if
th' Gian onty ~"8COver ” ; perhaps providence produced
t°geth°o” or’ei ~inS theso two gentlemen

b~ut the palm for these explanations ought to
to fy\V6n Hr- Morton. His observation loads him

n conclusion that tho great causo that keeps
tQ Pie from Christianity is drink. He does not refer
oUreSular drunkards, but to the “ many millions of
dn [who] deaden their spiritual nature by
ou M i8 n°t. he says, that people want sermons
hoj~ajal subjects, but simply that they drink alco-
(r- 0 hquors. So tho remedy is simple. Stop peoplo
gj !'In8 and they will all attend church. Ho has
abst**Grea a'so that “ If you find working people
the ainor? Horn drink you almost invariably find
‘vli'f re~8*ou8.” If Dr. Horton only understood
ver was tatting about, he would know that a
Wy, arR° proportion of avowed Freethinkers aro
Aea abstainers. Tho fact thnt tho teetotal move-

- commenced with Freethinkers might also
Mo¥'9® anyone but this gentleman with food for
of jj On- When ono boars in mind the utterances
fert r Morton, his absurdities have at least ono
8cnJdro. b° commend them. They aro quite kaleido-

jf10  bheir variety.
tho bhe only writer in tho book who deals with
I}ar * Gb 'n an at all satisfactory manner is Canon
'faith % «°f ~°ynh00 Ilall. Ho points out that
and f *s n°b a characteristic of tho working man,
are ~thor that tho real reason why working men
fRio” abbached to Christianity “ belongs to the

' He says—
rj,.' Thoughts no longer fit easily into old forms.......
‘oughts, for instance, stirred by tho waves of scientific
_mScoverios, rise and fall in workmen'’s minds—they get
little expression ; but tho workmen can no longer road
ir Bibles, say their prayers, or confess their beliefs as
«imply as their fathers did....... Men aro not in revolt
Rainst the Churches cither because they aro ignorant
Tl aocfrucs and ritual, or because thoy aro naughty.
f ley may bo ignorant, but when tho ignorance is
ifmoved and thoy aro shown what doctrines moan.......
j 3y d° not feel that thoy Bpeak tho thoughts of their
Qatts....... It is not their naughtiness that keeps them
« the Churches > their withdrawal may indeed bo
m' 1 °*t b° hO true, a refusal to join in a sorvico which
*8bt increase their reputation at tho expense of their

@
"ahjen” éarnett, I repeat, really does touch the
<G@BOb» bhe other writers aro only ventilating preju-

thO biat,fa”Vei”™ a'n® bheir incapacity for dealing with
ter, Tho working classes are alienated from
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the Churches simply because thoy feel that their
teaching is quite out of touch with the spirit of the
age. Christian doctrines do not appeal to them for
exactly the same reason that they do not appeal to
other classes in the community—because they are
unsupported by evidence, contradicted by science,
and unjustified by experience. But the other
classes aro not preached at as are the working men.
Why ? For the reason that the Christian Churches
are the great safeguards of vested interests, because
their function is to keep the people in order, to occupy
their minds with religion, and so keep them off other
topics. The Christian Churches must try to attach
to them the working men, for the reason that if this
is not done their paymasters will see no longer a
reason for continuing their subsidies.

Tho real reasons for the alienation of the people
from Christianity is not hard to discover. It is, as
Canon Barnett implies, primarily because Christian
teachings are not in lino with modern thought. It
is also because the best of them aro seeing that tho
Churches have always played the part of a break on
the car of progress, and that development has been
most rapid when the power of organised religion has
been weakest. Moreover, people are no longer content
to take tho clergy as leaders whom they are to follow
with quiet obedienco. They see that as a body these
men know no more of life than they do themselves—
often not so much—and are much less straightfor-
ward in their dealings with it. Thoy see that the
best and most helpful of our lessons have come to us
from non-religious sources. Thoy do not want the
clergy as leaders ; it is tho clergy who want them as
followers. The spider was far moro anxious for the
fly to come into the parlor than the fly was to be
entertained. Luckily the working class fly is begin-
ning to realise tho kind of entertainment provided
for him in the parlor ho is so pressingly invited to

vislt’ C. Cohen.

The Outlook.

——————

Lent is again a thing of tho past. Another anni-
versary of tho death and rosurroction of Jesus Christ
has come and gono. To thousands of Christians
Lent moans nothing, while both tho death and the
resurrection of Jesus Christ either have lost or are
rapidly losing their primitive and mediaeval significa-
tion. To comparatively fow modern divines is any
definite doctrine of the Atonement acceptable; and
there is an ever-growing number of clorgymen who
aro no longer able to subscribe the following Articlo
in tho Church of England Creed (—

“ Christ did truly rise again from death, and took
again his body, with flesh, bones, and all things apper-
taining to tho perfection of Man’'s nature; wherewith
lie ascended into heaven, and thcro sitteth, until lie
return to judge all men at the last day.”

Church and Chapel attendance also is steadily
decreasing almost evorywhoro. Each successive
Revival is followed by a more powerful reaction.

This is a fact mournfully acknowledged by many
religious leaders. The spirit of tho age is decidedly
non-Christian, whether it be anti-religious or not.
It is the prevalence of this spirit that renders the
controversy between the various Churches over tho
question of education so terribly acuto. Each sect
is fighting for its very lifo, and knows it.

Now, tho correct inference to be drawn from this
signal falling off in tho interest taken in religion is
that religion itself is dying out. An unsettling pro-
cess is perceptible on all hands. People are begin-
ning to think for themselves, and in proportion as
they do this tho hold of Christianity upon them
weakens. Thoy cease to be able to believe on the
testimony of others, and as an inevitable result
ninety-nino out of every hundred of them cease to
believe at all. Quito recently, gentlemen presided,
with ability and wisdom, at two Freethought lectures,
who a few years ago were zealous and popular
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Christian workers. For years they had occupied a
prominent position in the Sunday-school as well as
in tho Church, and the work they did was highly
appreciated. Rut no sooner did they begin to think,
instead of blindly believing, than it dawned upon
them that their faith in tho supernatural was
doomed. And now they stood up before many
hundreds of their fellow townsmen and courageously
avowed themselves Secularists. One is continually
meeting with such cases up and down the country.
The number of recent converts to Freethought is
much larger than most people imagine.

Thus the outlook for Secularism is more en-
couraging now than it ever was before. Not the
least element of this encouragement is the fact that
the converts just referred to have a passion for
morality. Many of those who have lost their faith
in Christianity through indifference have also sunk
in the ethical scale. It had always been impressed
upon their minds that they were to do everything
for God’s sake. They were to turn from evil because
it was hateful in God’s sight, and they were to do
good because God loved it. That is to say, the
sanction of the moral code, for them, lay in the
supernatural world ; and naturally when they drifted
into practical Atheism they degenerated morally.
But in reality such people are not thinkers at all. It
is true they have no religion; but it is also true that
they have nothing else. They are not converts to
Freethought: they are merely lapsed Christians. At
the back of their minds there still lurks faith in God
and Christ, and -when sickness, death, or a revival
comes their way, that faith may suddenly leap to the
forefront again, in which event they will be claimed
as converts from Infidelity. Genuine Secularists
have convictions to which they are loyal at whatever
cost; and genuine converts to Secularism are men
and women who have conscientiously, laboriously,
and often painfully thought themselves out of all
supernatural beliefs and into firm confidence in the
all-sufficiency of natural knowledge.

In the case of such converts loss is gain. They
have lost the supernatural sanction of the moral law
and found a surer sanction in the realm of the
natural. Their morality used to have its roots in
tho soil of a hypothetical heaven, but now it is
vitally rooted in the rich, fertile soil of a real earth.
What they used to do for God’s sake they now do for
humanity’s sake. They used to discharge disagree-
able duties in the hope of reaping a glorious reward
hereafter, but to-day their one aim is so to live as to
add to the sum-total of happiness in this world. By
becoming Secularists they have enriched, not im-
poverished, their lives, and fortified, not weakened,
their character. They parted with the future in
order to possess the present, and renounced heaven
that they might inherit tho earth.

This is a point on which we cannot put too much
emphasis. It is amazing how many people there are
who labor under the delusion that the highest
morality is impossible apart from religion, and who
employ this alleged fact as their chief argument
against Secularism. We maintain, on the contrary,
that the highest morality is impossible with religion.
The effect of supernatural hopes and fears upon tho
life that now is cannot but be deleterious. The man
who says that if he is not to live for ever it is not
worth his while to live at all has his feet on the
lowest rung in the ladder of character. At bottom
ho is a contemptible egotist, and is ignorant of tho
very alphabet of the true life. If life is not worth
living here and now it is not worth living at all.
But, in any case, he who performs good deeds on
earth for the sake of an everlasting reward in heaven
is not an exemplification of the noblest typo of man-
hood. To pursue a certain course of conduct in
order to please and win the favor of a third and
absent party is to degrade tho art of living.

The™ message of the Christian preacher is that
“ man s chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy him
forever. To do evil is to rob God of his glory, while
to do good is to fill his heart with unspeakable joy.
The object of life is to win acceptance in the sight
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of hoavon. A military officer oncosaid that his only
ambition was to deserve tho gratitudo of his queen,
So, likewise, a Christian’s ambition is to be accept-
able in tho sight of his Redeemer, and to hear the
Judge say to him at last, “ Well dono, thou good and
faithful servant; enter thou into tho joy of thy
Lord.” Now, God is invisible and non-existent
except to faith, and faith is a most unreliable quan-
tity. One day it is strong and virile and all-con-
quering ; another day it is weak and ineffectual; and
sometimes it seems to be dead. The point, however,
is that faith in God has utterly failed to regenerate
the world, and that trust in Christ has not redeemed
Christendom. It is acknowledged by candid Chris-
tians that Christianity has been a practical failure,
and there is nothing to show that it is likely to be
any more successful in the future than it has been
in the past. Well, face to face with this acknow-
ledged failure of the Christian religion, Secularists
have no hesitation in asserting the infinite superiority
of their message, which is that man’s chief end is so
to order his life day by day that it shall make ml
happiness, or, in other words, that the object of J'e
is enjoyment. Now, good morals are those habits,
or customs, or manners of social life which, accord-
ing to the testimony of experience, are the mos
calculated to produce happiness everywhere. ,
The Church used to teach that it is sinful to see
for happiness here below. Young people, in Pal
ticular, were solemnly warned against allowing them-
selves to be too happy on earth. “ You must no
strike your roots into the soil of time,” they wer
told; “ you must bo on your guard against becoming
too attached to this world, or the desire for heave
in you will die. Make God and death and eterni y
the supreme objects of your thoughts and interest.
That teaching is fundamentally false and has don
incalculable harm to millions. It is contrary
nature at every point. Secularism, desiring alway
to be true to nature, teaches that life, from begin
ning to end, should yield nothing but happiness, an®
that as long as it does yield the opposite, there
something seriously wrong with its morality. llen »
our first and foremost duty is to study the ~wS10
health and all other conditions of happiness, ip
conviction “ that human welfare in this world is
proper end of all thought and action.” _
Secularism, as thus understood, deserves to prosp®
and it is eminently gratifying to learn that already
its future is assured. It is working, loaven-Im0O’
tho meal of society, and we are confident it will co®
tinue to Work urmtil it has tramsmiuted tHe wb
lump Our Secular Societies have abundantly jfis
fled their existence; but their real work is °n”j.tjo
its beginning. Although superstition is dying and
Churches are declining, although unbelievers <
multiplying with wonderful rapidity throughout
length and breadth of tho land, wo are bound
admit that vast multitudes of people are still bel
bondage by the fiction that God and morality a”»
inseparable. They are not very sure whether n
exists or not, but they are quite sure that the o
in him does promote the nobler virtues, and tpa fl
its absence tho race would revert to type. It IS~g
false notion that provents thousands from adop
Secularism. The moment they become conVID(ed
that tho interests of morality can bo safegujll
without religion, that same moment they will
swear religion and array themselves under tho ba
of Freethought. T LLOYP-

Colonel Ingersoll's Death.

There are so many Christian preachers o0(j
country who think the truth of God will moreab
;hrough their lying that stories of the recantati ~ 0
iis Infidelity and conversion to Christianity 0 »
late Robert G. Ingersoll are being published w
frequency which shows tho zeal of the pious o
the earth. The Ingersoll family have bad such s

of
i0S
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sent to them by the dozen, with a request for the
facts, and the Truthsecker has answered in the paper
and by letter some score or two within the past few
weeks. To set the matter at rest, and to have the
facts in shape for use by Colonel Ingersoll s friends
and by future historians, the family have prepared
fhe following sworn statement:—

State of New York, q g
County of Now York, i
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL.

*IIE True Story of his lllness and Death.

On November 16, 1896, while on a lecture trip, at
anesville, Wis., Colonel Ingersoll had a cerebral
emorrhage. He continued to lecture for a few days,
Q at the solicitation of his family went to Chicago
Qd consulted Dr. Frank Billings, who advised him
Lreturn home and rest for two months, which he
V" He then, January 21, 1897, resumed lecturing,
nich he continued up to the time of his death. It
Jas, at this time, early in 1897, that he developed
®gma pectoris, from which he suffered greatly and
nich was the cause of his death. Since his death
6 nave learned that he knew exactly his condition,
other words, his physicians had told him that he
'aa likely to die at any moment, but acceding to his
Marnest entreaties they did not tell his family. In
Pue of the fact that death was ever beside him he
\Vay always very cheerful, and when asked as to his
ealth invariably replied, “ All right.” During the
ind 20» 1869, he had an attack of acute
k ai8estion and slept very little; but he came to
treakfast the next morning, and afterwards sat on
«Piazza, as he was wont to do, reading and talking
, the family. At about ten-thirty he said he
Quid jje down aQ(j re8” a nttle, and would then come
jn'vh and play pool with his son-in-law. Mrs.
PRers°ll accompanied him to their bedroom and
gained with him while he slept. At about 11.45
aroso and sat in his chair to put on his shoes.
j. SsSue Sharkey came into the room, followed by
dri8, Sue M. Farrell. Mrs. Ingersoll said, “ Do not
win8 N aPa>until after luncheon ; | will eat up stairs
tr \~ou® He replied, “ Oh, no; I do not want to
aft*0y°u" Mrs. Farrell then said, “ How absurd,
hundreds of times you havo oaten up stairs
a V*er.” He looked up laughingly at Mrs. Farrell,
j Sa° turned to leave the room, and then Mrs.
j Sersoll said, “ Why, Papa, your tongue is coated ;
he ~Nvo y°l>30me medicine.” He looked up at
p With a smile, and as he did so closed his eyes and
away without a struggle, a pang, or oven a
ier ’ ono e*se was PresGnk H is said that he
Ninrted. This is a cruel and malicious falsehood,
vi(*°ut the slightest foundation in fact. His con-
u * ason tho subject of religion remained absolutely
Ho died as ho lived, an Agnostic.
Eva A. Ingeksoll.
Sue Sharkey.
Sue M. Farrell.

«yerally aflirmed to before mo this 17th day of
larch, 1906.
John H. Hazelton, Notary Public.

Now York County, No. 59.
i“\°'eral copies of this document havo boon executed
tor' traced in safe keeping for tho use of future his-
be ans>and to use in refuting tho lies which havo
‘fu QaQd will bo told as to Colonel Ingersoll’'s death.
tu, PulPit has not only mado Colonol Ingersoll recant,
aa0t°f° priest told his parishioners that the Colonol

‘°r a Roman Catholic priest. Tho foregoing

g °D" has heen nill*° iQ khe interest of the truth,
adMi) u® Sharkey, whose name is affixed to the alii-
Cati ' Was a servant in tho family, and is a Roman

$°ho in religion.
P enevor one of our readors sees in his local news-
i 1 a repetition of the idle tale that Colonel
img a8ii recanted, we hope ho or she will copy this
tho™ °dy i(j *u a letter to that newspaper, and toll
it; if | or that if ho is an honest man ho will print
lesa , a° l'ofusos to print it, tell him ho is just a little
pasP>0nGs™ than a horsothief, and stop taking his
J'ruthsccker (New York).
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How the Gospel Christ was Manufactured.
______ [ S—

Serious objection may be raised against the word
manufactured as | am here employing it, and yet
it is not so objectionable as at first it may appear to
be. It might be argued that, at least, the Christ
born, cradled, etc., in Bethlehem, the Christ carried
about by the Devil, the Christ whose garment shone
like the sun, who floated on the water, who was cru-
cified, entombed, and raised again, was a mere
marionette, or more or less like a Romish bambino,
or just the sort of thing the Papists yearly bury and
raise again at Easter. Such a Christ is, of course,
literally manufactured. But such is not the line of
argument I am at present adopting ; and yet manu-
factured is the best word for my purpose that | can
And. Hand-made is the most literal synonym of
manufactured, but, to be sure, its secondary senses
include mental actions; and it may very well express
tbe process by which a man, a myth, or a dummy is
gradually worked up into a savior and a god. That
the Christ of the gospels was very slowly elaborated
from rude beginnings and uncertainties of shape and
character into his final form or forms is, | think,
beyond dispute. | call the process by which ho
became tho completed Christ a manufacture. If tho
reader prefers some other word, | have no quarrel
with him on that account.

The more unconventional our language and stylo
can be made the better will it be calculated to break
the spell of priestly conjurors and awaken their
victims to the “ truth as it is in Jesus,” that sober
unpoetical truth respecting the Christian fetish
which is slowly but surely annihilating all objects of
worship.

The gospels were never written to inform or to
awaken thought or inquiry. And the way in which
they are publicly read is equally opposed to any such
design. The audience of the holy quack are not
required to understand—that would render a church
impossible. They are assembled to bo drowsed and
paralysed, to be droned into mental and moral sleep.
The gospels were from tbe first constructed and
intended to produce that effect; and they are won-
derfully adapted to the end in view. Tho peoplo
listening to them are edified, that is, hypnotised and
made to feel so nice that they would dread nothing
so much as to havo their reverie dissipated and bo
thrown into a state of excitement, doubt, and ques-
tioning. That is the sumvium bonum of Christianity;
and so long as tho Sunday actors can produce and
reproduce that edification their Sabbatic theatricals
will bring them cash and “ honor ” both.

Confessedly the early Christian movement was not
a perfectly new ono. Like all other productions of
time it had antecedents. Behind it all was tho
Judaism of tho Old Testament and that far wider
Judaism of post-biblical times. So much our foes
are ready to grant. But wo insist upon much moro;
we aver that all the elements of Christianity were
in the world and well known long before a Christian
church or body existod; every ingredient thrown
into the crucible when distinctive Christianity was
cast had been well known for long periods at that
date. It is now far too late for the Christians to
deny that many of those ingredients were not Jewish,
though doubtless Jews of 2,000 years ago were in
possession of them all, having gained them partly by
direct inheritance from their fathers, partly by selec-
tion from Gentile cults and philosophies.

Coming to the gospels themselves and reading
them as we would documents confessedly human, wo
find in them tho clear proofs that the Christ, instead
of being a historical personage, was a manufactured
article. This is abundantly shown in tho Matthew
Gospel, which will supply nearly all wo shall at
present require. The writer does not proceed to givo
tho biography of tho Christ nor does ho deem it
necessary to quote any authority for his statements,
or even to refer to any. How does ho know that
Jesus was born of a virgin? Tho solo evidence ho
offers is, not any testimony of the only party who
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could possibly know, but a text from the OIld Testa-
ment! “ Now,” says he, “ all this was done that it
might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by
the prophet, saying, Behold a virgin shall be with
child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call
his name Emmanuel,” etc. (Matt. i. 22-8).

Here the murder is out completely at tho very
outset. The birth of Jesus, his begetting by a ghost
(all the Australian Blacks are so begotten, by the
way), the Lord’s appearance to Joseph in a dream,
etc.— all this was clone—pray, note it— not historically,
but ritually, ceremonially, officially, dramatically,
according to prescription, an ancient, venerable and
well-known prescription, a stage direction or mana-
gerial order and arrangement. The writer doesn't
dream that he is relating anything very remarkable
or hard of belief; not at all. Tho thing had been
done over and over again a thousand times. He
never dreams of citing witnesses to prove the events
ho names, does not call Joseph, Mary, Holy Ghost,
or Lord to attest the truth of what he alleges. He
merely quotes the ancient prescription aforesaid, and
declares that that was literally followed in the case ;
he quotes the stago direction and simply declares
that the players executed it, that tho show was con-
ducted according to order and custom. Our ancient
and authoritative playwright and stage manager had
said that a virgin should become a mother; and hero
in our theatrical mystical performance a young
woman and a baby have played their part to the very
letter.

The writer could not have intended this to be
taken as literal history or biography, for all that was
done was done for a special end, to fulfil or carry out
that ancient stago direction. History and biography
cannot go upon such lines ; they follow no prescrip-
tion, take no prescribed course ; their facts are never
done to fulfil, to falsify or to confirm, ancient predic
tions. But the things related in this gospel wero
dono deliberately by tho stage-manager and his
troupe, by tho parson, tho priest, tho hierophant, or
whatever you may please to call him—dono of sot
purpose to fulfil instructions. Tho manager assigned
to each actor his part of tho play; and the story-
teller says everything was performed to order. And
that exhausts the incident, besides turning a powerful
search-light upon tho structure and tho animus of
this gospel. A historian, frank and honest enough
to bo of any worth, would have named himself,
would havo narrated his facts, giving some account
of the actors in the ovents, and have stated whether
ho wrote as an eye-witness or on the authority of
some other. But there was no need of all this when
describing a religious farce or pantomime, a per-
formance repeated ad infinitum. In such a case
testimony, witnesses, would be superfluous. If stage
directions and theatrical propriety have been observed,
nothing further can be required. JOS. STMES.

{To be continued.)

The Temptation;
OK, THE DEIL'S AWA’ WP TH’ SAVIOK.

Tone :—* The Deil's Awa' wi’ tli' Exciseman.”
T he Dcil cam’ up from somewhere doon—
The Deil, tho Dad o’ Lies, man—
And kidnapped Christ, Jehovah'’s loon,
And whisk’d him thro' tho skies, man.
The Deil’s awa’, tho Deil's awa’',
Tho Deil's awa’, wi’s prize, man :
An oxter-fu’ o’ concrete Jah
In ten-stone carnal guise, man.

The Deil set Christ upon a spire,
With nought to rest his thighs, man,
And said : “ Jump doon ! since God’s your sire,
Unless you're tellin’ lies, man.”
The Deil’'s awa’, the Deil's awa’,
The Deil's awa’ wi’ th’ Savior ;
And neither seemed surprised ava
At such absurd behavior.
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But Jesus showed 'twas not his wish
His life to jeopardise, man ;
So Satan took him with a swish
Once more across the skies, man.
The Deil's awa’, tho Doil’'s awa’,
Annoyed at God'’s replies, man—
For Christ-the-son is God-tho-pa,
Unless the parson lies, man.

Upon a mountain-top they dropped,
And saw, without surprise, man,
Our planet flattened, squared, and stopped,
And much reduced in size, man.
The Deil's awa’, tho Deil’s awa’,
As straight's the corbie flies, man,
Wi’ Christ who made his own mamma,
As proved by parsons’ lies, man.

Said Nick : “ The earth, which now you see
Complete, with nuked eyes, man,
I'll give you if you'll worship mo ;
You can’t disdain tho prize, man.”
Tho Deil's awa’, the Deil’'s awa’,
To tempt and bribe his God, man,
With what was God’s, not his ava—
Tho joke was deev’lisli odd, man ;

“ I'm tired o’ this,” said Christ, “ so go 1
I'll journey back mysel’, man;
Thu earth’s not yours to give mo, so,
Shut up ! and go to hell, man 1”
The Doil’'s awa', to hell awa’,
Nor moro skylarking tries, man,
But cooks for God, and laughs ha | ha!
As honest souls he fries, man.

Tho priestly rogues and godly fools
Who teach the Bible-lies, man,
To helpless children in the schools,
All thoughtful folk despise, man.
Tho Deil's awa’, and God's awa',
And with them, tears and sighs, man ;
Now Truth and Joy will Bhino on a’,
If priests give up their lies, man.
G. L. Mackenzie

Godless Schools.”

T his headline appears above an artielo written by ag)
Spender, in tho Daily Chronicle. The sub heading r0
“ Kcligious Teaching under the Council System,” and j.ujg

iog this is a verse of a hymn :(—* There’s a Friend for ~.g
children, abovo tho bright blue sky.” | havo road , _
article because many years of my life wero devoted to te' ~
ing in public schools, and, moreover, my interest in suA
religious is very keen.

Now, it is all very woll for gentlemen to pay casual
to schools, and then print their ideas, but | submit th® {
who acts in this way is for tho most part wrong. n
such disadvantage, he cannot gauge correctly. He doe
know tho facts. The statements arc erroneous, an
public misinformed. . f

“ People will wage war,” says Mr. Spender, “ (i urlilD'ffCet
next few weeks,” not because children sing that '

Story of OId,” but because more definite denomwa *
Christianity is needed. Yes, tho pooplo will wago wa ’
for Secular education. jaice

It is tho quintessence of meanness for the clergy Jorjcal
advantage of helpless children; and this samo ¢ g_
system breeds gross hypocrisy among adults—tho teas jga

But to return to tho “ Godless School "-article. He
pretty piece of pious humbug.  With tlioir little eye®
and their little hands closed, tho little voices rcPe,jJBK
* Give us this day our daily bread.”” Did Mr. Spender
of the little brcakfastless stomachs ? , ,aCbor3

When such nonsenso is forced upon children and t~ocrjgy
alike, | say advisedly, that pious humbug and gross byP
are bred. Mr. Spender writes this nonsense and y° jjjjle
“ Tho House of Commons to deal tenderly with tkes”™ nOt

. ic8

N

souls.” Yes, that's from whence cometh their help- a
from “ tho bright blue sky.” , alll th0
Tho Head Master says his school has changed r~ aBd

roughest because of the “ softening influences of ~y g0jjoOb
and prayers.” | should like to seo that gentleman s
punishment book—if it has been properly kept. jjyrn18
I am no advocato of tho stick, but I do deny 4'a j jja™0
and prayers make bad boys good. The best master
known are those who abhor religion—in private.
Mr. Spender goes to a class-room where tho boy3®
iug “ the noble verses of that great 62ud Psalm " :

ar0 sayj
GO*
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is toy health, etc.” But trained nurses have to bo kept for
sick scholars, and to visit the schools for inspecting the
lousy! Let anyone visit our public schools for the physically
defective, and the mentally deficient, and then rcllcct.

It is Scienco that gives health, not Tsalms.

Finally, Mr. Spender tells us, that ho hears a master
rapidly questioning a class upon Adam and Eve, Noah, etc.,
JWdthen remarks : “ this is the simplest and therefore tho
nest.” Whether the simplest is the best is besido the ques-
tion, Tho point is, is it true ? Does Mr. Harold Spender
believe these stories of Adam and Evo and Noah to bo true ?
Are the masters teaching truths ? If not, they are deceiving
"be public and their children, and this is what | maintain.

A Teacher.

Acid Drops.

ljaples is famous in the annals of superstition and im-
posture for tho annual liquefaction of tho blood of St.
unuarius. During tho recent volcanic eruption the pious
«"J surged into tho cathedral where the saint's statue
ands, took possession of it, and carried it round the city,
be procession, numbering some 50,000, chanted litanies all
0 V?ay. At a certain point it happened that tho sun broke
r°ugh the clouds, and tho people exclaimed “ A miraclo |
buraclo I Of course it had no effect upon tho eruption,
bahl arca<ly diminished in intensity ; but it will pro-
oly gjvo j anuar;us au extended lease of life, and add
r8dy to tho profits of tho charlatans who “ run ” him.

e “baongst the terrible scenes caused by tho Mount Vesuvius
uPtion tho following will show how “ Providenco” answers
th° mra7ers Ne The special correspondent of
e Daily Chronicle telegraphed :—
* Tho ghastliest of all sights met one’s eyes at San Giuseppe,
here on Sunday morning the roof of the parish church
crashed in during the Mass. Of 219 worshipers only the
Pfiest escaped injury, the rest being bruised or buried beneath
nine feet of rubbish. This morning the one hundred and
bfth corpse was brought out and propped against the wall on
the right Bido of tho piazza facing the church. What a scone
. was! Nearly all tho dead were women and children,
Rigidly bent as if in an attitude of prayer. One old woman'’s
body was discovered kneeling in tho confessional box. The
corpses wore in an advanced stato of putrefaction.”

'bblar seeuca were reported by other newspaper corres-
act fniS Alauy victims were Kkilled while kneeling in tho
TA~.°1 Prayer. One woman was found clinging to a crucifix.
oft'8 Wou™ lortu a companion picturo to tho pious one, so
'vo U S”u *n English shop windows, of a pretty youug

biau, in a kind of nightdress, clinging to a big cross fixed

a rock surrounded by raging seas.

procession.” said the Daily News correspondent at

N i“is just passing under my window from tho poorest
clili ra- ~ *3 composed of bareheaded men, women and
as *i bearing au image of tho Virgin and Child, chanting
tl . °y go, and carrying lighted caudles. Passers-by lift
¢ Ir bats, cross thcmsolvos, and pray for mercy. Tho
i ra*8 coyorc<l with ashes. Hair, clothes, shoes, and
g,ja8cs are a uniform grey, which gives dignity to tho scene,
aa®P°°r peoplo havo only thcir'religion to turn to.” As though
'viti-8 could give “ dignity " to such a scene. Contrast
*at) ~ho attitude of Professor Mattucci and his colleagues
I ~bSbvian Observatory. Telegraphing while enveloped

all 1?1180 showers of sand, tho bravo man of science said: “ |
Domain hero as long as possible—as long as | havo

j] "0l Friday did not pass without its joke in Berlin.
h «Mantem views of tho Oberammergau Passion play

been exhibited in tho Philharmonic Hall to largo
on' i-0008' Ibo organisers wanted to give tho usual exhibition
Pcnn'00” Friday, and applied to the police authorities for

the SSon *1° so- The chief of polico, however, refused
"“bquest. “ Such exhibitions,” ho said, “ must be regarded

qj gaieties, which are absolutely forbidden on Good Friday.”
jbourso tho “ gaieties” were scenes in the arrest, trial,
crucifixion of Jesus Christ.

Tl Welsh Christians are still going strong. At
tQCf! Hands, in tho Llanelly district, a revival prayer
thOVfM began at Seven in tho evening and ended at eleven
out Owin8 morning. Great excitement prevailed through-
tbiOl 10 Pious orgie. Men and women tore their hair and
tljut'y themselves on the ground. This is the sort of thing

uas the blessing of Mr. Lloyd-Georgc.

«Jones, a young woman in the Llanelly district, has
Visited by hundreds of people, who regard tho
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“ trances ” into which sho falls as tho ancient Pagans used
to regard the writhings of their femalo oracles. The Welsh
superstitionists regard Mrs. Jones as endowed with super-
natural powers and ablo to cure all manner of diseases.
They also declare that sho will raise tho dead as a sign for
unbelievers—so wo supposo tho Freethinker staff will bo
converted and apply for jobs at the Christian Herald office.
It might bo better for Wales, however, if this miraculous
lady, instead of bringing dead lunatics out of their graves,
were to plant a few living ones in the nearest cemetery.

Kev. F. B. Meyer, a leading Freo Churchman, writing in
tho Quiver (which docs not specially represent the Quakers),
calls upon all Christian philanthropists to adopt certain prin-
ciples. One is, “ Never to send money in answer to a
begging letter.” Yet this man calls himself a Christian.
What did his Lord and Master say ?—*" Give to every one
that asketh.” Meyer—who, from his name, is very likely
of a German Jew family turned Christian and English—
winds up by advising philanthropists to concentrate on Icoal
tickets." He might have added wood and matches.

Godly Glasgow, like tho rest of godly Scotland, closes all
licensed premises on Sunday. Godly Glasgow has gone
even a step further. It has closed them all on holidays. Of
course tho godly Councillors havo plenty to drink at home.
But tho godly common people havo to quench tlicir thirst as
they can. So on Monday they invaded Paisley, where they
kept the barmen and the police actively employed.

Tho releaso of Jabcz Balfour from prison has provided
tho newspapers with what thoy evidently regard as very
interesting copy. One of tho Liberal dailies regretted that
Jabez and his fellow thieves had mado use of religion to
promoto their nefarious designs. This is a mild way of
putting it. Tho long firm, of which Jabez was tho leading
spirit, enlisted tho services throughout the country of a largo
number of Nonconformist men of God either as agents or ns
advertisers. And as Jabcz was a Biblo name, and Jabez
himself was quite an ostentatious Christian, the gamo
worked splendidly—until tho day of reckoning came.

Professor J. Estlin Carpenter has au articlo in the now
number of tho Hilbert Journal on “ How Japanese Buddhism
Appeals to a Christian Thcist.” It is a very interesting
article, in its way, but its peculiar interest to our readers
consists in what it says on tho last page. There is a quota-
tion from Kaompfor, written a hundred and soventy yoars
ago, to the effect that—" In tho practice of virtue, in purity
of life and outward devotion, they far outdo tho Christians.”
Tho moral superiority of the Japanese is, therefore, not a
new fact, caused by what they have learnt from Christian
Europe.

Professor Carpenter rather smiles at tho Tarmy of mis-
sionaries who endeavor to convert Japan to Christian ortho-
doxy.” Ho remarks that neither Japaneso nor Christian
orthodoxy is likely to survivo. “ Tho Buddhism of tho
future,” he says, “ will not bo the Buddhism of tho past.
The boys and girls in tho elementary schools, who are said
to write essays on tho doctrines of Darwin and Spencer, will
ceaso to worship the Sevou Gods of Good Fortune, or to seek
help from tho all-merciful Kwaunon. Little by little, as
scientific culture spreads, tho popular Buddhism and tho
popular Christianity will no longer satisfy. What will tako
their place ? Now syntheses of knowledge and experience
will be domauded. The moral ideas of tho two great reli-
gions will approach still nearer, and in the midst of tho
spiritual anarchy which somotimos threatens to paralyse the
energies of tho West, fresh insight and patience may be won
by contact with tho reverence of tho Far East." In other
words, wo arc moro likely to learn of Japan than sho is to
learn of us.

Tho Bishop of Carlisle’s articlo in tho Hibbert Journal on
“ Mr. Birrell's Choice " refers to tho secularism of tho Clarion
in no llattoriug terms. Dr. Digglo says that Mr. Blatchford'’s
paper contains “ poor stuff indeed for tho feeding of immortal
souls." “ I havo no hesitation,” ho adds, “ in affirming that
on that day un which fratricidal strife amongst Christians
ceases, on that day Clarionism will perish.” Very likely.
And when tho sky falls we shall catch larks without shooting
them.

Dr. Digglo advances a most curious proof of tho statement
that the peoplo of this country strongly desiro religious
teaching for their children. “ Very much less than one per
cent, of the children in our elementary schools,” ho says,
“ has ever been withdrawn by their parents from the religious
lesson.” But this only means that parents shrink from
exposing their children to odium, insult, and ill-usage. Tho
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recognition of this fact, indeed, was one of the good points
in Mr. Birrell's speech on introducing his Education Bill.
And in order that the Conscience Clause may be rescued from
these disadvantages Mr. Birrell provides that the school-
register shall be marked after, instead of before, the religious
lesson. Children will no longer be withdrawn and made a
mark of. They will simply attend at 9.45, when the reli-
gious lesson is over, and join in the secular work of the

school.

Perhaps the most noticeable article in tho Hibbert Journal
from the Freethinker point of view is a Dialogue on the
Resurrection by T. W. Rolleston. Under cover of the
Dialogue the writer advances his own theory of “ the empty
tomb.” His idea is that the Roman soldiers did guard the
tomb of Jesus, and that the Christian explanation of their
presence is fanciful. “ The real explanation, I submit,” he
says, “ is something quite different. The Jews had nothing
to do with them. The soldiers were charged by their own
authorities to open the tomb and remove the body for the
very same object as that for which Lord Kitchener lately
destroyed the Mahdi’'s remains in the Sudan—that they
might not become a centre of veneration, and thus start a
new cult, having as its object a man whom the law had
executed as a malefactor. How very probable a course was
this for Pilate to take, and how strongly does the mention of
the Roman soldiery at the tomb, with the story, so remark-
ably lacking in coherence and verisimilitude, which was
invented to account for them, confirm this view.”

There is one very odd thing in the Hibberl Journal.
Amongst the Reviews is a lengthy one of Sir Oliver Lodge's
Life and Matter, which is mainly a criticism of Haeckel’s
Kiddle of the Universe. The reviewer is an Irish bishop.
Of course he blesses Lodge and damns Haeckel. What else
could be expected ? The idea of appointing a Bishop to act
as judge between a Christian and an Atheist is so farcical
that this review must be regarded as belonging to the face-
tious department of our usually serious contemporary.

The Methodist Times lets the cat out of the bag. It
practically admits that the new Education Bill is a Non-
conformist Bill, and that the Nonconformists will have to
carry it. “ On many points,” the Wesleyan organ says, “ it
must be fought by the formidable phalanx of Irish members;
on all by the regular Opposition ; on some questions by tho
Labor members, or many of them ; it is the Nonconformist
members who must, at all costs, help to pull it through.”
Exactly. We know where we are now.

The Labor Party is sternly rebuked by the Methodist
Times for its attitude towards tho new Education Bill.
" There will be an amendment,” it says, “ moved by a sec-
tion of the Labor Party in favor of total secularism, but it
cannot bo carried, and it will do the Labor Party no good.”
Won't it? The Labor Party won't take tho Methodist
Times' word for that—or anything else.

The Free Chureh Council met in a great hurry to bless
the new Education Bill, which they probably knew a great
deal about beforehand. Mr. Birrcll introduced tho Bill on
Monday, and they held their meeting on Tuesday, before a
printed copy was available to the public. There was a nice
littlo crowd of them, including Dr. Clifford, Rev. R. J.
Campbell, Rev. C. F. Aked, Rev. C. Silvester Horne, and
Rev. F. B. Meyer ; and they carried tho following resolution
unanimously:—

* The Executive Committee of the National Council of
Evangelical Free Churches, heartily welcomes the new
Education Bill of the Government as a sincere attempt to
establish a national and just system of State education, and
as going far towards carrying out the will of the people as
expressed at the General Election, in that it—

(1) Brings all schools maintained from public funds under
public control and management.

(2) Abolishes theological and ecclesiastical tests in the teach-
ing profession.

(J) Secures one type of elementary school so far as con-
trolling authority and financial support are concerned.

(1) relieves the ratepayer of any responsibility for the cost
of sectarian teaching.

The committee therefore pledges its loyal and strenuous
support to the Government in carrying the main principles
of the measure into law.”

What tho Council really meant, under all this formal
language, was that it was delighted to see the Government
trying to abolish Church schools. Tho reference to tho
abolition of tests is simply humbug. While religious teach-
ing goes on in schools the teachers will actually bo subject
to religious™tests. Everybody knows that. As for “ sect-
arian teaching it is henceforth to be Nonconformist sect-
arian teaching—for that is what Bible teaching comes to.
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Mr. H. W. Massingham, who does the “ Pictures in Parlia-
ment” for the Daily Neivs. says that “ Secular education is
the only settlement capable of a logical defence.” Is he in
favor of it, then? Oh dear no! His party detests logic-
They feel it would undo them. So they illustrate Hobbes s
saying that when reason is against a man, a man will bo

against reason.

Mr. Bernard Shaw, being interviewed by a Daily News
man, rather affected the oracle ou the Education Bill- and it
is difficult to see what his position really is. But of course
he said some smart things by the way. Here is one o
them —

“ Then there is to be religious teaching, but no denomina-
tional teaching. | wait, panting, to learn this strange
religion, which ia not denominational. It is not to &
Christian, not Mohametan, not Shintoist, not Positives ,
not Roman Catholic, Protestant, Anglican, Greek, Glassite,
Jewish, nor indeed anything that can he named. It 1
‘undenominational.” Never since Shylock’s bond secured
him a pound of flesh without any blood in it has the wor)
received such a remarkable legal fiction. There is no sue
thing as undenominational religion.”

We have said the same thing until we are almost sick o

saying it.

Here is another good bit from the Bernard Shaw
interview :—

“ Probably it will turn out that as what is now call'd
religious teaching consists largely of telling children a mixe
assortment of black and white lies about the Bible, and ana
effective majority can be got to agree about the black b
whilst they quarrel furiously about the white ones, the hi»®'
lies will be told as ‘ undenominational ' and tho whit® «
banned as denominational.”

This should delight Dr. Clifford.

Archdeacon Sinclair expresses the fear “ that extreme men
on both sides will become so embittered that the Govern
ment may cut the knot, and so have nothing but Seoul»
Education.” The Archdeacon’s fear is our hope.

We drew attention last week to tho statement bi
“ Claudius Clear ” (Dr. Robertson Nicoll) in tho Bri«®
Weekly that “ infidel lectures ” were no longer delivered”
England. We have now to notice another true statemg

« - ” . ar
by tho same oracle. Tho English people,” he says, 4
firmly set on having religious education in schools~and
religious education they mean Biblical education. Even tb°
Agnostics are of this mind.” This is an absurd falseboo
and Dr. Nicoll should bo ashamed to print it.

Tho Christian Commonwealth blessed tho new Educat
Bill. Naturally, Then it delivered itself in the follow) »
inspired manner:—

“ The national touching of the nation must ho Lid]j
teaching—i.e., the universal Christian teaching common .
the ortnodox Christian communities. The Ten ComIl jc
ments are common ; the Lord’s Prayer is common ; the w
Bible is common.” _

This is evidently what the Nonconformists are driving ‘ ,
The religion of tho State (in schools) is to be the grea
common measure of Christianity in all tho denominati®
Non-Clrristians don’t count; even Jews are kicked a®l '’
and tho “ common ” fact is ignhored that tho Catholic®

one Bible and tho Protestants another.

N

The Christian World, tho British Weekly, and °~\r
Nonconformist weeklies published good opinions of the
Education Bill by “ Christian leaders,” but these “ ..~ ,jts
leaders ” were all Nonconformists. Of course the B**
than. Columns of testimonials are not needed to prove

Mr. T. P. Sykes, the new president of the National V t
of Teachers, appears to have the customary official IcSlirc
for tho rights of other people—including all those wh°-By
taxed and rated to provide tho official salaries. Add)®

annual conference of that body at Scarborough, this b »
—man blessed the now Education Bill, and declared
tho teachers wanted to give religious instruction
schools, and that th¢ parents wanted them to give it. sO
tho people really demanded (and when Mr. Sykes say
the matter is settled) was “ a simple conrso of teach) & i
the fundamentals of tho Christian faith.” This 'v a g
enough, in its way, but ho was not satisfied with advo
his own views. He proposed to stop other people rt
advocating theirs. “ Ho would make it,” tho Tribune
says, “ a penal offence for anyone to go from door to ® ™ a
town or village with petitions for signatures on ~ “vth
matter.” This amazing remark was actually greet® ~j-ty
loud cheers. Which shows that very odd notions o
prevail in the National Union of Teachers.
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

Sunday, April 22, Queen’'s (Minor) Hall, Langham-place,
lindon, W .: 7,30, “ Simple Bible Teaching : Mr. Birrell’sRecipe
for Children.”

April 29, Queen’s Hall.
May G Liverpool.

To Correspondents.

' NOUENS L ecturing E ngagements.—April 29, Liverpool.
! Li°ye’'s Lecturing E ngagements.—April 29, Manchester.

«GornNERG.—(1) We do not remember that the late Charles
acts ever held a public debate with the Rev. George Wise,
sn d A'd, you may be quite sure that he never said in
, C' a debate “that he must admit on purely intellectual
jlounds that there may be a First Cause.” The reverend gen-
p nian ‘'vho made the statement, in addressing the Dunedin
tiv*r°SS\e Society’ Mew Zealand, must either have an inven-
n e Pagination himself or be the victim of someone else who

h >sessesit. (2) We share your wish that more Freethought

J. opaganda could be done in East London ; but in many ways
Il fGeind Lvury difficult locality to work.

‘! Curry.—Thanks for your kind offer, though we cannot

n 81 ourselves of it at the Queen’s llall meeting, there being

0 room on the program for anything beyond the music and
uNocture, and any discussion that may arise after it. We
fav Ka® Acsr that most medical men are, like yourself, in
.. °or°f Secular Education ; and we wish they would say so
jjlubhcly.

0 & We do not know the writer either, but the letter is a good
J It: InS—The most useful cuttings are those containing facts on
101we can write something for “ Acid Drops.”

—NMany thanks for cuttings.
ohnston.—P lease frame future lecture notices on the model
j g our weekly list.
p] fo— Glad to hear from you as one who derives profit and
you SUre fo°m reading this journal. With regard to a passage
of from a book we have not seen, it is a common-place
rej ilristian advocacy that there can be no morality without
lloJ 10n This is the last ditch of routed theologians, and it is
~Perfectly untenable.
Qa rim8iaw.— See paragraph.
J N '—Will be sent us requested. Thanks.
N M aagaabd.—Afraid we can hardly find room for it at

i

int,~otikS—Much obliged for the extract, which is certainly
gating, although the matter is not yet settled scientifically,

p. .odlab Society, Limited, office is at 2 Nowcastle-strect,
W_ n_~2don"Btreet E-°- | L

Pu. ?ti°n»l Secular Society’'s office is at 2 NewcaBtle-Btroot,

rrm8don-stroet, E.O.

2\?ESfor fhe Editor of the Friethinker should be addrossod to
kioi eWoaatlo' Btreet' Farringdon-street, E.O.

str«88 Notices must reach 2 Newcastle-streot, Farringdon-
ps hy first post Tuesday, or they will not be insorted.

Wbo DOd us newspapers would enhance the favor by

08 tain8 the passages to which they wish us to oall attention.

liaV8 *or literature should be sent to the Freethought Pub-

8 “'8 Company, Limited, 2 Nowecastle-stroet, Farringdon-
p,a &L E.C., and not to the Editor.

0388 romitting for literature by stamps are specially requested
Trj Ba*d halfpenny stamps.

freethinker will be forwarded direct from tho publishing

In.08 Post free, at the following ratos, prepaid:—Ono year,
g4 <®d.; half yoar, Ss. 8d.; three months, 2s. 8d.

Advertisements: Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every sue-

la f ton words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—Ono inoh,
for - '* ~alf column, Jtl 2s. Od.; column, £2 5s. Special terms
repetitions.

Sugar Plums.

Ij(}’gr: j~ooto’a two lectures at Queen's Hall may bo tho last
full li,,,fdPlivor for somo time in London. There will bo a
leot/W -bour’s good music by excellent artists boforo each
atj. Mr. Foote’s subject this evening (April 22) will be
c;r?u8b review of Mr. Birroll's now Education Bill, with
thy j8lreference to tho “ Simple Bible Teaching ” which i
loetur,b8ral Government'’s policy in the State schools. Thi
aud  should attract Freethinkers from all parts of London,
view ~°od many Christians may like to hoar the Secular
responsibly represented.

'VYdi bfoyd delivered a tine and much applauded lecturo in
ford WP *bo courso of Sunday evening lectures at Strat-
°'vn Hall. The audience was a little affected by the
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holidays and the glorious weather, but it was a very good
one in the circumstances, especially as the lecture bills had
been interfered with in front of the hall. We hope the
Branch is not going to let that interference pass without an
adequate protest.

Mr. Cohen lectures again for the Liverpool Branch to-day
(April 22) and again on the following Sunday. Liverpool
“ saints ” will please note that there is free admission to all
seats at all the four meetings. It should enable them to
bring more of their orthodox friends along to Milton Hall.
No doubt the “ saints ” will also recollect that good collec-
tions are highly necessary. _

The annual meeting of the Liverpool Branch was held on
Sunday evening. Mr. W. C. Scbweizer was re-elected pre-
sident, Messrs. W. H. Holmes and G. Roleffs vice-presidents,
Dr. Niven treasurer, Mr. W. P. Pearson secretary, and Mr.
F. Munro assistant secretary.

The National Secular Society’'s Annual Conference takes
place at Birmingham on Whit-Sunday. Motions for the
Agenda must be in the hands of the General Secretary, Miss
E. M. Vance, by May 13 at the latest. Branches are repre-
sented at Conferences by delegates, but individual members
of the Society, in any part of the country, are free to attend
and take part in the proceedings ; indeed, it is hoped that a
large number of them will do so this year, if only as an
encouragement to the Birmingham “ saints ” who havo been
for somo years fighting a very brave battle against desperate
odds. .

Mr. Philip Snowdon, addressing the Conference of tho
Independent Labor Party at Stockton-on-Tees, said that tho
great fight of the now session of parliament would be over
the Education Bill. “ That Bill,” he said, “ pleases nobody
but the Nonconformists. In their joy at being offered a
chanco of having Nonconformity established as the State
religion in the schools, the Nonconformists have forgotten all
the results of their councils and conferences, and are embrac-
ing a measure which will inflict a conscientious outrage on
the majority of the people of this country, and will increase
tenfold the bitterness of sectarian conflict in every locality
in the land. To this Bill the Labor Party, if it is true to its
principles, will have to give unqualified opposition.”

Mr. F. J. Gould speaks out very strongly and clearly on
tho new Education Bill in tho Leicester Pioneer. Here is
the opening paragraph of his drastic criticism :—

“ Perhaps one ought to speak of Mr. Birrcll’s Education

Bill. But let us have no cant. The truth is that, in any

genuine sense of the word “ education,” this measure is not

an Education Bill at all. It is a politician’s device to silenco

tlie yelping and whining of the sectarian pack. A bone is

Hung to the Nonconformist (a very big and succulent bone) ;

a scrap is pitched at the head of tho Anglican Church ; and a

respectable morsel is allotted to the Catholic in the corner.

Dr. John Clifford and tho passive resisters appear satisfied.

The Catholics are suspicious. The Archbishop of Canterbuiy

moans, “ The situation is grave.” Yes, it is grave. But

why? Because tho vast mass of the working-folk of this

country, stand by, more or less dumb and passive, wondering

what the lawyers and clergymen are quarreling about, and

hoping that the wise House of Commons are planning an

education that will bring hope, capacity, and bread to their
children.”

Mr. Gould winds up by appealing to tho Labor party, of

which tho Pioneer is an organ, to give a wholo-hcarted sup-

port to tho policy of Secular Education.

The Labor Leader says that “ tho new Education Bill is
undoubtedly a big step forward "—which is a very doubtful
statement. Our contemporary is right and straight, however,
on tho most important point. *“ It dobars ecclesiastical
interference,” Mr. Hardie's organ says, “ butdocs not eliminate
religious instruction from the schools. Thu retention of
religious education in tho form proposed in the Bill will, as
Mr. Mastorman and Mr. Macdonald pointed out, satisfy
uone but tho Nonconformists. The Bill is thcreforo in this
respect a sectarian measure.”

Justice, tho Social Democratic organ, expresses itself
boldly and plainly. *“ Tho Education Bill,” it says, “ cannot
be said to bo acceptable, either by virtuo of its principles or
by reason of its compromising clausos. The measure is
nothing more or less than a surrender to the canting hypo-
crisy that admits of lying history books and falso lessons in
patriotism finding a place in our public schools to-day.”

The new Liboral paper, tho Tribune, admits that public
control and the abolition of religious tests logically involvo
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Secular Education. *“ Facilities might, indeed,” it says, “ be
given for the provision of religious education by the different
religious bodies in the common school outside school hours,
but no form of religious teaching would be supported by the
State. Such a system would be logical, consistent, and in
harmony with the modern way of regarding the relation of
the State and religion.” The Tribune apparently regrets
that this is impossible as “ a practical measure.” Yes, and
it always will be impossible while its friends say it is im-
possible. The case would soon alter if they had a little more
courage.

We are delighted to see that the Church of England and
the Catholic Church have both practically declared war
against the new Education Bill. The more the Churches
quarrel over religious education—which is really all that the
new Bill turns upon—the more inevitable docs Secular
Education become. It reminds us of an old saying. The
more certain people fall out the more certain other people
come by their own.

According to the House of Commons reporter to the
Tribune, the general estimate of the number of members
who would vote for Secular Education if it were left an
open question “ varies between 100 and 150.” This is not
victory, but it may mean victory if the Government finds
agreement amongst the Christian sects to be impossible;
and, at any rate, it is a great advance on the figures in any
previous parliament.

The Warrington N. S. S. Branch has arranged a debate
between Mr. H. Percy Ward and Mr. J. W. Rushton, who is
apparently a Mormon. It takes place at the Cairo-street
Schools next Tuesday and Wednesday evenings at 7.30.
Jesus Christ will be discussed the first evening and Joseph
Smith the second evening. Councillor Stott and the Rev.
J, F. Matthews are to act as chairmen.

The late George Jacob Holyoake left net personality
which has been sworn at (£2,206 3s. 7d. Wo fancy he must
have been very frugal to save so much. Probably tho main
cost of his living was borne by tho comfortable annuity
which was purchased for him, and which he enjoyed for so

many more years than were expected.

Mr. Holyoake had a portrait of himself painted in oils by
his brother William. This he bequeathes to tho Birmingham
Art Gallery. It will bo remembered that Mr. Holyoake was
born at Birmingham. Hu leaves his portrait of Thomas
Carlile to tho Trustees of the National Gallery.

Wo regret to have to call attention to the fact that at tho
end of the long career of tho “ Father of Secularism ” the
Birmingham authorities refuse to grant the uso of a public
school room to the only Secular Society in the city. What
is tho moral ? Why that freedom can never be regarded as
a certain conquest, but must be fought for again and again.

John Keen, a railway carman, residing in Great College-
street, Camden Town, London, died from natural causes,
though his body was the subject of an inquest. According
to the newspapers, his brain weighed seventy-eight ounces—
twenty-nine ounces above the average. Yet he was only a
carman ! His spare brains might have been sent round to
some of tho religious newspaper offices with great advantage.

“ Rev.” T. W. Ridley, Mrs. Ridley, and other conductors
of the Social Evangelical Mission of England at Belfast have
been arrested on grave charges of fraud. We say no more
at present, as the case is sub judicc.

A number of imprisoned Greeks and Bulgarians, all Chris-
tians, bribed their warders at Salonica to let them get hold
of some knives; then they attacked each other, with the
result that threo Bulgarians were Killed, and four Bulgarians
and six Greeks wounded. Tho “ infidel ” Turk smiled at tho
way in which these good Christians loved one another.

William Woods Smyth, lecturing at that museum of
antiquities, the Victoria Institute, challenged the Higher
Critics to point out a single error in the first chapter of
Genesis, and declared that “ of all the crimes of which man
could be guilty, introducing uncertainty as to the perfect
genuiness of the Bible was the most terrible.” This gentle-
man will find a lot of “ terrible ” caiminals in the Christian
Churches without troubling tho “ infidels ” for even ouu.
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The Gods of Greece.

“ For thee, Arimane,
Adonis, Astarte ;
For thee lived the marbles,
The pictures, the parchments,
When the fair Venus
Anaidomene
Blessed the lonian

Heavens serene.”
—CARDfCci, Hymn to Satan.

“ But when the Grecians have spent all their arrows it will
remain an incontestible fact that an enthusiastic admiration o
the Illiad of Homer is but a bad preparation for relishing tne
beauties of tho New Testament.”—Rev. Robert Hall, Misce'
lancvus Work», p. 446. the

* Compare Athens with Jerusalem. From Athens come
beauty and intellectual grace of the world. Compare tn
mythology of Greece with the mythology of Judea. One covering
the earth with beauty and the other filling heaven with hatre
and injustice.”—Il koeesoll, The Dying Creed.

W hat a marvellous race were the ancient Greeks!
What was the secret of Greek civilisation? H°~
came it to pass that the inhabitants of so small an
insignificant a country carried to the summit of per'
fection every human art— the masterpieces of poetry,
history, philosophy, oratory, mathematics, architec-
ture, sculpture, and painting ? So that it has been
said, “ Before Greece, everything in human literature
and art was a rude and imperfect attempt; sinC?
Greece, everything has been a rude and imperfe0
imitation.” Then, having reached the highest P°s
sible point of perfection, their culture began
decay, as if struck with some insidious disease, on i
it utterly porished, leaving behind those imperishab »
monuments of art the admiration and despair
succeeding ages.

Tho Greeks were too near the primitive ages 0
mankind to be able to dispense with religion 0
tiroly; in fact they had not advanced sufficien J
to givo a scientific explanation of tho natural ph
nomena by which they wero surrounded; "ey
not know of tho evolution of stars and planets ~
expounded by Kant and La Place, or of the origl3 »
specios and of man as discovered by Darwin, or
tho evolution of religion according to Tylor a
Herbert Spencer. There wero a few Atheists
ancient Greece, but they did not so much roly OP

eie goto *
upon that very old and very cogent argument, ~
existence in the world of evil, injustice, pain, a
sorrow. jg

But although tho Greeks did not conduct the 6
to the scientific frontiers as undesirable ;iliens,
humanised them ; they deprived them of
terrors; thgy washed the blood from _tﬂeir ha iB
drew their fangs, and made them presentan
human society. Instead of *“ getting right a,O
God,” as the Yankee revivalist advised, they Q3. jr
their gods “ got right with man.” “ They made t9 .
gods to suit themselves, and regarded them raj.
as companions than as objects of reverence.
gods lived close to them, on Olympus.™ 92ys Freem
Clarke A |

“ According to the Jewish religion, man was' made.ca
tho imago of God ; but according to tho Greek r c]jtud
the gods wore made in tho imago of men. .portal
says, ‘Men are mortal gods, and tho gods IUj jjini
men.” The Greek fancied tho gods to bo close apg
on the summit of tho mountain which ho saw j. a
the clouds, often mingling in disgniso with man
race of stronger and brighter Greeks, but not ver”)ejxld

N

wiser or better. All their own tendencies tkey c]Jvc9
reflected in their deities. They projected the 0 Of
upon tho heavens, and saw with pleasure a the
divine Greeks in tho skies above, corresponding jerjty<

Greeks below. A delicious religion ; without a of

asceticism, or terror; a religion filled with god9
beauty and nobleness, kindred to their own , ' geldoOL
who were capricious indeed, but never stern, a

jealous or cruel.” f QveSn8

There are three sources from which the jjolOei
derived their notions of the gods: the poets

* Freeman Clarke, Ten Great Religions.
t Ten Great Religions, p. 209.
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and Hesoid), the artists, and the philosophers. The
Poets endowed the gods with all the human pas-
sions; and as men were sometimes immoral, so the
gods were sometimes immoral; hut in tho hands of
o sculptors the gods became purely moral beings,
jjey transformed the unchaste Ashtoreth of the
hooniciana into tho lovely Aphrodite, tho “ foam-
Jom” goddess of immortal beauty. In like manner
oni Tammuz became the beautiful Adonis. They
oahsed tho gods and goddesses. Freeman Clarke
®ys: “ On the brow of Jupiter sits a majestic calm ;
6 is no angry wielder of the thunderbolts, but the
t~ n Wan” Powerlui ruler of the three worlds.” Of
6 Belvidero Apollo he says: “Ho who visits this
.e by night in the Vatican Palace at Rome,
dainS by torchlight, has, perhaps, the most won-
riu*impression loft on his imagination which art
give.” With Apollo is associated his sister
‘ana, “ the Artimis, or untouched one, chaste as
v °°~ligbt, a wild girl, pure, free, noble; the ideal of
J uthful womanhood....... No Greek could look at such
nvMn Ue an”™ n°b learn to reverence the purity and
mness of womanhood.” ;
___ a*las-Athene—her name Pallas means “ virgin "’
i Waf tbe goddess of all tho liberal arts .and sciences ;
str™ . ue iQ ivory and gold, the work of Phidias,
~eed in the Parthenon at Athens, “ perhaps the
,» @ perfect building ever raised by man,” and
0 n9"ber colossal statue of the great goddess stood
i Ibe summit of the Acropolis, and her polished
ji0azen helmet and shield, flashing in the sun, could

Athe6e°>"ai ° W Bea ~

vessels approaching

were tho chaste and beautiful ideals of the

anl t SCulpk’rs- What a contrast to tho emaciated

half aJee<* n8 figure of Christ on the cross, or the

Ch 'sT rvod saint, or the semi-savage hermitJ Yet

"m«mas glory in the exchange. Liston to the
Ids of the late Archdeacon Farrar:—

1Tho world's scductivo ideals and intoxicating joys,
.0 world's enchanting mythologies and dissolute reli-
gions—young Dionysus,
* As he burst upon the East
A jocund and a welcome conqueror,
And Aphrodite, sweet as from tho sea
She rose, and fioated in her pearly shell
A laughing girl '—
jfll lied before tho cross of wood I Yes, my brethren,
““cause that cross was hold by tho bleeding hands of
J,° world’s truo King, who perfected tho strength of
, 8folloners in weakness; and, having been lifted up,
drew all mon unto him.”§

km °k mon, happily, 0 priest. Somo mon—and
kt S '8 “bom men of tho highest genius— have looked
pO0 bo matter in a very different light. Our great

of wmburno, for instance, compares tho coming

be now God to the old in his fino “Hymn to
goserpine”

°f_%hiﬂe camo weeping, n slave among slaves and rejected ;
p “it she
flushed from the full-lluslied wave, and imperial, her foot

And " the sea'”
w  A° prophesies, through tho mouth of a Pagan
« ,8bipor :—
“Ugh beforo thee the throned Cythcrean be fallen, and
Vetiiu rkber dbead, i
t, 1"y kingdom shall pass, Galilean, thy dead shall go down
* thee dead.”

t ifl1Great Religions, pp. 287, 289, 290.

j p I(I<p. 290.
of',p((r°fess°r Elio Motchnikoff, in his able work, The Nature
iepte! (i* 14), says: “ The intimate connection between the
iof0(Vah°n of human nature due to Christian doctrine and the
citGa ?p”y of the art of tho Middle Ages cannot ho denied.”” Ho
W a>nc (Philosophic ilc I'.Irt), who writes of tho art of the

"“belonr  b°S as f°fl°'WB: “ If one considors the stained-glass
ViPocurRL°r th® ‘mages in the cathedrals, or the rude paintings, it
“food , aa ‘f the human race had become degenerate and its
« boon impoverished ; pale saints, distorted martyrs,
MWkkere,iVith chests, feet too long and bony hands, hermits
“leeidina ani* “*“substantial, Christs that look like crushed and
stiffe n earthworms, processions of figures that are wan, and
" ad Bad{ upon whom are stamped all the deformities of
~etelm'tn? the shrinking timidity of the oppressed.” As
I10Mliolf Points out, “ The art of the Middle Ages fell lower
Kfial i u“til the Renaissance, with its return to the Greek

| oow vigor.” .
e 4 Uncss of History to Christ, p. 107.
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The prophecy is well on towards boiDg fulfilled.
Genuine belief in Christianity, with its miracles and
its asceticism, is now confined to the classes among
which it arose, tho ignorant and uncultivated.

Shelley’s terrific indictment, in his Ode to Liberty,
is well known to Freethinkors, but will lose nothing
by repetition:—

“ for thou did’st groan, not weep,
When from its sea of death to kill and burn,

The Galilean serpent forth did creep,
And made thy world an undistinguishable heap.”

Another poet who was not drawn towards the
cross was the Italian poet Carducci, author of the
famous “ Hymn to Satan,” in which he speaks of
primitive Christianity as the “ barbarous Nazarene
fury.” In another poem, referring to the founder of
that faith, ho says:—

“ Crucified martyr ! Man thou crucifiest,
The very air thou darkeuest with thy gloom.”

Sir Richard Burton, the famous traveller, explorer,
and linguist—he is said to have known forty lan-
guages, and could speak Arabic like a native—
laments, in his poem “ Tho Kasidah,” tho conquest
of the old mythology by Christianity: —

“ And when at length, ‘ Great Pan is dead,” uprose the loud and
dolorous cry.
A glamor wither'd on the ground, a splendor faded in tho
sky.

Yea, Pan was dead ; the Nazarene came and seized his seat
beneath the sun,

Tho votary of the Riddle-god, whose one is three and three is
one.

Whose saddening creed of herited sin split o’er the world its
cold grey spell,;

In every vista showed a grave, and 'neath the grave the glare
of Hell;

Till all Life's poesy sinks to prose; romance to dull reality
fades;

Earth’s llusli of gladness pales in gloom and God again to man
degrades.”

Heine, in his poem “ Tho Gods of Greece,” con-
fesses that, although ho never loved tho ancient
Gods, yot holy compassion and shuddering sympathy
stream through his heart when ho sees thoir desolato
condition. Ho goes on to declare—

“ And when | reflect how dastardly, how windy
Are the gods who vanquished,
The now-reigning melancholy Gods,
The malignants in sheep’s clothing of humility,
Oh, then 1 am seized with a sombre rage,
And would tear down tho new Temples,
And light for you, ye older Gods,
For you and your good ambrosial sway ;
And at your high altars
The rc-crected, smoking with sacrifice,
I could even myself kneel and pray,
And supplicating arms uplift.”"

That which Heine expressed merely as a poetic
aspiration, was really carried into practice by Thomas
Taylor, “ the Platonist,” who actually revived the
worship of tho Gods of Greece. Mr. Augustus Hare
rolates, in The Story of My Life : “ There was a Dr.
Taylor who used to worship tho heathen gods— Mars
and Mercury and tho rest. One day, in the presence
of my father and of one of the professors, he took
his little silver images of the gods out of his pockets
and began to pray to them and burn incense. Tho
professor, intensely shocked, tried to interfere; but
my father started up, ‘ How can you be so foolish ?
Do be quiet; don’t you see you are interrupting tho
comedy ?” Tho same Dr. Taylor was afterwards
arrested for sacrificing a bullock to Neptune in a
back parlor in London.”!

Tho professor was “ intensely shocked ”"—almost
as much shocked, | suppose, as though Taylor had
declared himself an Atheist. For our part, if we
wished to select a religion for worship—which we
have not the faintest intention of doing—we would
sooner by far prefer the beautiful creations of the
Greeks— which, after all, were the ideal of the per-

« James Thomson'’s translation.
t Mr. J. M. Wheeler says, in his Dictionary of Freethinkers :

“ He is said to have been so thorough a Pagan that he sacrificed a
bull to Zeus.”
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fection of humanity—than the cruel Jehovah or the

anaemic Christ.

Wordsworth never rose to a greater height of
inspiration than in his poem “ The World is too
much with us,” when he passionately declared—

* 1'd rather be
A Pagan suckled in a creed outworn,—
So might |, standing on this pleasant lea,
Have glimpses that would make me less forlorn ;
Have sight of Proteus rising from the sea ;
Or hear old Triton blow his wreathed horn.”

But, as Colonel Ingersoll expressed it in his magni-
ficent unrhymed poetry, “ The harp of Orpheus is
still; the drained cup of Bacchus has been thrown
aside; Venus lies dead in stone, and her white
bosom heaves no more with love. The streams still
murmur, but no Naiads bathe ; the trees still wave,
but in the forest aisles no Dryads dance. The gods
have flown from high Olympus. Not even the beau-
tiful women can lure them back, and even Danm lies
unnoticed, naked to the stars." But the world
remains; the worship paid to these unreal phantoms
— whether of Jupiter or Christ—will be replaced by
service to mankind. Although Venus is dead, there
are other hearts which will respond to the magic
wand of love. The streams still murmur. The sun
still rises, Hushing the virgin sky with delicate rose
pink or transparent opal, and sets in all the splendor
of imperial purple. The eternal stars still shine
from where they sweep in their orbits in illimitable
space. There is beauty in the pansy and rapture in
a yellow rose. When mankind has emancipated
itself from the spectres it has evolved in its own
image it will turn to the realities of life, and not bo
put off with promises of bliss hereafter in exchange
for renouncing the joys of this life. w M

Ingersoll’'s Lecture on Superstition.—I.

I.
What is Superstition' ?

To believe iu spite of evidence or without evidence.

To account for one mystery by another.

To believe that tho world is governed by chance or caprice.

To disregard the true relation between cause and effect.

To put thought, intention and design back of nature.

To believe that mind created and controls matter.

To believe in force apart from substance, or iu substaucc
apart from force.

To believe iu miracles, spells and charms, in dreams and
prophesies.

To believe in the supernatural.

The foundation of superstition is ignorance, the super-
structure is faith and the dome is a vain hope. Superstition
is tho child of ignorance and the mother of misery.

In nearly every brain is found some cloud of superstition.

A woman drops a cloth with which she is washing dishes,
and she exclaims: “ That means company.”

Most people will admit that there is no possible connection
between dropping the cloth and the coming of visitors. The
falling cloth could not have put tho visit desire in the minds
of people not present, and how could the cloth produce tho
desire to visit tho particular person who dropped it? There
is no possible connection between the dropping of the cloth
and the anticipated effects.

A man catches a glimpse of the now moon over his left
shoulder, and he says : “ This is bad luck.”

To see the moon over the right or left shoulder, or not to
see it, could not by any possibility affect the moon, neither
could it change tho effect or influence of the moon on any
earthly thing. Certainly tho left-shoulder glance could iu
no way affect tho nature of things. All the facts in nature
would remain the same as though the glance had been over
the right shoulder. Wo see no connection between the left-
shoulder glance and any possible evil effects upon the one
who saw the moon in this way.

A girl counts the leaves of a flower, and she says: “ One,
ho comes ; two, he tarries; three, he courts ; four, he marries ;
five, he goes away.”

Of course tho flower did not grow, and the number of its
leaves was not determined with reference to tho courtship or
marriage of this girl, neither could there have been any
intelligence that guided her hand when she selected that
particular flower. So, counting the seeds in an apple cannot
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in any way determine whether the future of an individual is
to be happy or miserable.

Thousands of persons believe in lucky and unlucky days,
numbers, signs and jewels.

Many people regard Friday as an unlucky day—as a bau
day to commence a journey, to marry, to make any invest-
ment. The only reason given is that Friday is an unlucky

Starting across the sea on Friday could have no possible
effect upon the winds, or waves, or tides, any more than
starting on any other day, and the only, possible reason ior
thinking Friday unlucky is the assertion that it is so.

So it is thought by many that it is dangerous for thirteen
people to dine together. Now, if thirteen is a dangerous
number, twenty-six ought to be twice as dangerous, and fifty-
two four times as terrible.

It is said that one of the thirteen will die in a year. Now-
there is no possible relation between the number and the
digestion of each, between the number and the individua
diseases. If fourteen dine together there is greater proto-
bility, if we take into account only the number, of a dcati
within the year, than there would be if only thirteen were
at the table.

Overturning the salt is very unlucky, but spllllug 40
vinegar makes no difference.

Why salt should be revengeful and vinegar forgiving haS
never been told.

If the first person who enters a theatre is cross-eyed, t 1
audience will be small and the “ run ” a failure.

How the peculiarity of the eyos of the first one "II1
enters changes tho intention of a community, or how t>
intentions of a community cause tho cross-eyed man to g
early, has never been satisfactorily explained. Betwe
this so-called cause and the so-called effect there is, s°
as we can see, no possible relation.

To wear an opal is bad luck, but rubies bring heal -
How these stones affect the future, how they destroy cans
and defeat effects, no ono pretends to know.

So, there are thousands of lucky and unlucky thWO’
warnings, omens and prophesies, but all sensible, sane an
reasoning human beings know that every one is an absu
and idiotic superstition.

Let us take another step :

For many centuries it was believed that eclipses of the s j
and moon were prophetic of pestilence or famine, and t »
comets foretold the death of kings, or the destruction
nations, the coming of war or plague. All strange al*P@jjOo
ances in the heavens—tho Northern Lights, circles about
moon, sun dogs, falling stars—filled our intelligent ancest
with terror. Thoy fell upon their knees—did their best wi
sacrifice and prayer to avoid the threatened disaster.
faces wero ashen with fear as they closed their eyes ||
cried to the heavens for help. Tho clergy, who were
familiar with God then as the orthodox preachers arc n
knew exactly the meaning of eclipses and sun dogs
Northern Lights ; knew that God’s patience was nearly
liaustod ; that lie was then whetting the sword of his 'vra.u,
and that tho people eould save themselves only by °. °~ub-
the priests, by counting their beads and doubling their s
scriptions. iis

Earthquakes and cyclones filled tho coffers of the elm g
In the midst of disasters the miser, with trembling ")aan,l
opened his purse. In the gloom of eclipses thieves
robbers divided their booty with God, and poor, hou *
ignorant girls, remembering that they had forgotten to
prayer, gave their little earnings to soften tho heart of

Now we know that all these signs and wonders iaov9
heavens have nothing to do with tho fato of kings, “a ay
or individuals; that they had no more reference to u Of
beings than to colonies of ants, hives of bees or the egg
insects. We now know that tho signs and eclip®08 *
comets, and tho falling stars, would have been just " icjsljow
if not a human being had been upon tho earth. wa ~ cjr
now that eclipses corno at certain times and that
coming can be exactly foretold.

A little while ago the belief was general that there
certain healing virtues in inanimate things, in the ”oUfrQiii
holy men and women, iu the rags that had been torn n
tho foul clothing of still fouler saints, in hairs from ma”
iu bits of wood and rusty nails from the true cross,
teeth and finger nails of pious men, and iu a thousan
things. .

Tﬁe diseased were cured by kissing a box in M“_'Gh ;\;Vr%?
kept some bone, or rag, or bit of wood, some holy hai " iu0.

vided tho kiss was preceded or followed by a gift a

N

N

S\Ero

N

thing for the church. ra,', of
In some mysterious way the virtue iu the bone, o BjoU
piece of wood, crept or flowed from tho box, took P° IlUe of

of the sick who had the necessary faith, and iu the
God drove out tho devils who were the real disease.

(To be continued.)



April 22, 190G

Correspondence.

SAMUEL MORLEY AND BRISTOL.

TO TiIK EDITOR OF “ TUB FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—| have read, with much interest, your articles in
the Freethinker in review of that portion of Mr. Winston
Churchill's life of his father, which touches the Bradlaugh
incidents in Parliament or elsowliere. In correcting the
author you have made one slip yourself, which | may be
permitted to point out. It is in reference to Samuel Morley
as M.P. for Bristol. Morley was not “ rejected ” by Bristol
°n account of his share in the Bradlaugh controversy, or on
apy other. His retirement from the representation of the
Oty was purely voluntary and on account of ill-health, and
took place on the splitting up of the city parliamentary
glistrict from one into four divisions, in, | believe, the
ear 1ugt

correspondent’s view of Samuel Morley’s retirement fiom
oristoi as purely voluntary is technically correct but substan-
Hldly inaccurate. Very strong Itadical pressure was brought

Egd_hear] upon him, and his retirement was hastened by it.—
itor.

HEROES.
kiv t°i6 s3 Open Secret Society of the heroes. Their
fam ~ ~as keen published in books, in songs, in world-

ly °Ws”ee”s  life and death, to all men of all nations and
i- ®uaf?es; yetonly the heroic brotherhood really comprehend
jdl are fully possessed by its inspiration. Other men

,ave transient glimpses of its meaning, and may thrill
gre tls <ivine enthusiasm in rare moments; but soon the
and H, *" shuts, and tlioy are cowering again in the darkness
«ym°° cold ; nor can they oven truly remember these rare
~11 onM in other hours and days, though they remember
acti QFV"h 1110 words of the chant, or the details of tlio
Hut U wkicli the inspiration happened to be connected.
Jjjo°n® of the brotherhood understands and feels always.
&, Mystery which ho understands so thoroughly and feels
tjo “~Phantly is simply this: That in the whole range of
y. Diverse from highest heaven to deepest hell, there is no

°r c*rcutrlstanco, creature or being, dreadful to a man ;
Hat Ou* himself there is nothing which a man need fear ;
Ibat110 nafure can ko born into a realm unconquerable by
iBo Fajurc! and moreover, that the most dazzling ligliten-
°oith 6Cstasy leaPs from the blackest storm of danger. But
kea 'er k° who writes, nor ho who reads is any nearer to the
flic V °* ~lc mystery through this interpretation ; if ho is of
t]ji3,r°fkerhood his pulse beat in unison with the throbs of
will leat* before; if ho is not of the brotherhood his pulse
ahd ? evev beat in unison with these throbs—save at intervals
alock°fltnoment« 8>m*kir to those in which the hands of a
i8u .at does not go agroo with the hands of another which

eping true time.—James Thomson (" B. U.”)

THIS-WORLD-ISM.

fkat the Power, whatever it bo, that created the
tas, , ‘wkich, | think, certainly cannot have created itself)
ieséry r, Jk® present, while using us as its instruments,
Dxand ~ r? jtself the privilege of knowing why it has made
spite OfWllithor *t ‘s leading us—seeing that this Power (in
, aH intentions attributed to it, in spite of all the
t3Jej 3 niade upon it) appears oven more and more deter-
thiajj n°® gUarci its own secret—1 believe, if | may say all |
that ét a* maukiud is beginning to coaso to try to penotrnto
froved nal. naystory. Mankind went to religions, which
t°pi,ii n°thing, for they differed among themselves ; it went
‘Beaw ?w hich revealed no more, for tlioy contradicted
% 10 “«‘or; and it will now try to find its way out of the
sim», ¢y by itself, trusting to its own instinct and its own
~"th'w?,0M sense; and since mankind finds itself here on
hap™ 10uf knowing why or how, it is going to try to be
as *t can with just those means the earth supplies.
lexxnder Dumas (Fils),

H 0 °ui Philosophers, without somo few virtuous men
Hid ho of a different nature from tho rest of man-
ost™ii - 'Tor8hip of a wicked divinity would surely bo

mhed over every part of tho earth.— Goldsmith.

Tis education forms the common mind ;
elust as the twig is bent, the tree’s inclined.
— Pope.
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FAMILY LIKENESS AND DIFFERENCE.

Family likeness has often a deep sadness in it. Nature,
that great tragic dramatist, knits us together by bone and
muscle, and divides us by the subtler web of our brains;
blends yearning and repulsion ; and ties us by our heart
strings to the beings that jar U3 at every movement. We hear
a voice with the very cadence of our own uttering the
thoughts we despise; we see eyes—ah ! so like our mother’s
—averted from us in cold alienation; and our last darling
child startles us with the air and the gestures of the sister
we parted from in bitterness long years ago. The father to
whom we owe our best heritage—the mechanical instinct,
the keen sensibility to harmony, the unconscious skill of the
modelling hand—galls us, and puts us to shame by his daily
errors ; the long-lost mother, whose face we begin to see in
the glass as our own wrinkles come, once fretted our young
souls with her anxious humors and irrational persistence.—
George Eliot, “ Adam Bede."

GOT THE HABIT.

“ It seems to me,” said Mrs. Oldcastle, “ that Dr. Goodman
lays rather too much stress on the idea that we should
divorce ourselves from anthropomorphism. It may bo all
right to preach what he docs in a general way, but the an-
thropomorphic sentiment is still very dear to a great many
people.”

“1 know it,” said her hostess as she toyed with tho
diamond-studded paper cutter. “ There's a woman live
right on this street that goes to the drug store and gets it on
the quiet nearly every day.”— Chicago Record Herald.

AND IT WAS SO.

“I'm afraid I'll disagree with you,” remarked Jonah as
the whalo swallowed him.

“ Perhaps.” replied the whale; “ but it won't be a circum-
stance to tho way the theologians will disagreo when they
come to discuss this incident.”— Philadelphia Press.

GEORGIA PHILOSOPHY.

“ 1 take tho weather as Providence sends it,” says a
Georgia philosopher. “ If I whirled in and prayed for rain
thcre’d come a dry spell, certain ; and if | prayed for dry
thero’d bo rain enough to drown us—so there you have it!
Best way to do is to lay low and take all that comes your
way, unmurmuring.”— Atlanta Constitution.

TWO EXCELLENT *“ BULLS.”

An Irish clergyman is credited with having concluded a
powerful oration in this fashion : “ My brethren, let not this
world rob you of a peace which it can neither give nor take
away.” Which is coupled with the remark of a fellow country
colleaguo who in reasoning with a woman who had lost her
faith in Christianity told her : “ Well you will go to hell, you
know ; and I shall bo very sorry, indeed, to see you there !”

TIME FOR SACRAMENT.

A professor in chemistry one day asked a student: “ Sup-
pose you wero summoned to the sido of a patient who had
accidentally swallowed a heavy dose of oxalic acid, what
would you administer ?”

The student who, studying for tho ministry, took chemistry
because it was obligatory in tho course, replied : “ T would
administer the sacrament.”

MAN'S INHUMANITY.

Husband: “ This house is as cold as a barn, all the doors
are swinging open, the children yelling, no signs of supper,

Wife : “ Why, my dear, how unreasonable you are! You
aro absolutely brutal. Tho idea of talking that way, after
I've worked like a slave tho whole afternoon trying to finish
this ‘ Heaven Bless Our Home ' motto for tho front hall.”

A clerk employed by the Mutual Roscrvo Life Insurance
Company pleaded guilty the other day to forgery in tho sum
of (-104. Judgo O’Sullivan, in General Sessions, suspended
sentence bccauso tho young man’s father is an Episcopal
minister, who would otherwise feel bad, and the judge did
not want tho innocent to suffer. It was a merciful thing to
do, but tho excuse was not valid, for ministers suffer no
more than other men when their sons go wrong.— Truthe
seeker (N.Y.).
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, etc -I-HE BOOK OF GOD

Notices of Leotnres,etc.,must reach us by first post on Tuesday
and be marked "Lecture Notice,” if not sent on postcard. IN THE LIGHT OF THE HIGHER CRITICISM.
By G. W. FOOTE.

LONDON.

Queen's (Minor) Hall (Langham-place, London, W .): 7.30,
G. W. Foote, “ Simple Bible Teaching: Mr. Birrell's Recipe for
Children.”

Camberwell Branch N. S. S. (North Camberwell nail, Cl New
Church-road): 3.15, Il. E. Dodson, “ Christianity a Failure.”

West Ham Branch N.S.S. (Liberal Hall, Broadway, Forest
Gate, E.): 7.30, F. A. Davies, “ Wicked Voltaire.”

“ 1 have road with great pleasure youi Book of God. You hav*
shown with perfect clearness the absurdity of Dean Farrar
position | congratulate you on your book. It will do greatgoo >
because it is filled with the best of sense expressed with force an
beauty.” —Colonel I noersoll.

“ A volume wo strongly recommend........ Ought to be in ®
Outdaor. hands of every earnest and sincere inquirer.” —Reynolds't New m
NoRTNn London Branch N. S. S. (Parliament Hill, Hampstead): paper.
3.30, W. J. Ramsey, “ Why | Reject Christianity.” Bound in Stout Paper Covers- - - - 1/-
Woolwich Branch N.S.S. (Beresford-square): 11.30, Andrew B d in Good C loth 2/
ound in Goo Oth -

Allison, “ Did Charles Bradlangh Die a Christian7”
Robert Bradlaugli.

A Reply to

COUNTRY.

Glasgow Branch N. S. S. (110 Brunswick-street) : 12 (noon),
Discussion Class, Mr. Clark ; 0.30, G. Scott, “ The Folly of
Religion.”

Liverpool Branch N.S.S.
C. Cohen, 3, “ Looking for God
tianity.”

Newcastle Rationalist Literary and D ebatino Society
(Lockhart's Cathedral Cafe): Thursday, April 20, at 8, Councillor
F. Drummond, “ The Inevitableness of Socialism.”

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, Market-
place) : 7.30, Business Meeting : Finance and Conference.

West Stanley Branch N.S.S.: The Annual Meeting will
be held at 23 Meldon-terrace, New Kyo. Business: Election of
Officers. Address by Hall Nicholson ; subject, “ Life and Death.”
Commence at 3.30.

A NEW EDITION. NOW READY.

Colonel Ingersoll’'s Last Lecture.

WHAT IS RELIGION?

An Address delivered before the American Free Religi°us
Association at Boston, June 2, 1899.

(Milton Hall, Daulhy-street):
7, “ The Other Side of Chris-

Price Twopence.

BIBLE HEROES.

TRUE MORALITY: By G. W. FOOTE.

Or, The Theory and Practice of Neo-Malthusianism,
IS, | BELIEVE,

THE BEST BOOK

ON THIS SUBJECT.

Superfine. l.arge-paper Edition, 176 paget, with Portrait and Auto-
graph, hound in cloth, gilt-lettered, poet free It. a copy.

Adam—Noah—Abraham—Jacob—Joseph—Joseph’sBrethren
Moses— Aaron — Joshua— .Teplitimh—Samson— Samuel
David—Solomon — Job — Elijah— El isha— 3elm— Daniel
Prophets—Peter—Paul.

In ordor that it may have a large circulation, and to bring it 200 pages, Cloth, 2s. 6d.
within the reach of the poor, | have issued
A POPULAR EDITION IN PAPER COVERS.

A copy of this edition post free for 2d. A dozen copies, for dis-

tribution, post free for one shilling.

The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, says: "Mr.
Holmes’'s pamphlet....... is an almost unexceptional statement

of the Neo-Malthusianism theory and practico....... and through-

out appeals to moral feeling...... The special value of Mr.

Holmes’s service to the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human
well-being generally is just his combination in his pamphlot
of a plain statement of the physical and moral need for family
limitation, with a plain account of the moans by which it can be
secured, and an offer to all concerned of tho requisites at the

lowest possible prices.”
The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr.
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very high terms.
Orders should be sent to the author,

J. R HOLMES, EAST HANNEY, WANTAGE.

Take a Road of Your Own

Or, Individuality and Mental Freedom
By COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL
PRICE ONE PENNY

IS THE BIBLE INSPIRED?

This Useful Pamphlet by
Mr. G. W. FOOTE.

Will bo forwarded, post free, for

THREE HALFPENCE.

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

Cures inflammation in a few hours.

makers’ trade.
stamps.

INTERNATIONAL

A Photograph of the National

THE SAFEST AND MOST EFFECTUAL CURE F°B
INFLAMMATION OF THE EYES.

Thwaites’ Celandine Lotion®

Neglected or badly egte

cases. 3or 4days is sufficient time to oure any case. *."ees

and Inflamed Eyelids. Nothing to equal tho Lotion lorD1 O,

of Sight. Will remove Skin or Film that sometimes

the Eye. As tho eye is one of the most sensitive organs

body, it needs the most careful treatment. vtueO
Cullpeper says in his Herbal Book that if the \VleCtac'e'

Celandine were generally known it would spoil the oat 14

Is. 1jd, per bottlo, with directions ; by |

G. THWAITES,
HERBALIST. 2 CHURCH ROW, STOOKTON-ON-T#

FREETHOUGHT CCONCRESS

Secular Soci®
Delegates taken beneath the Voltaire Statu0
in Paris, September, 1905.

Well Mounted for Framing, 15 by 20 in3.

ONLY A LIMITED NUMBER OF COPrfs’

Price HALF-A-CROWN -
(Securoly Packed and Post Free)

'rom—

TnE Secretary, N.S.S.,, 2 Newcastle-St., e €'
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SECULAR SOCIETY,

(LIMITED)
Company Limited by Guarantee.
Registered Office—2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.C.
Chairman of Board of Directors—Mr. G. W. FOOTE.
Secretary—E. M. VANCE (Miss).

acani”v 6ty was formed in 1898 to afford legal security to the
Th Tah an” application of funds for Secular purposes.
ob- ®Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society’s
should vBre —r*° Promote the principle that human conduct
antur iv,6 ~ase™ nP°n natural knowledge, and not upon snper-
codof n eN an”™timt human welfare in this world is the proper
Tonla bought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry.
Pleto °m°te an‘veraal Socular Education. To promote the com-
UwfolS v larisation el0,i etc. And to do all such
hold ** .S8 as are conducive to such objects. Also to have,
or 100676’ an]l retain any sums of money paid, given, dovised,
tn Tneathed by any person, and to employ tho same for any of

?-e? Of the Society, .. . . .
dniﬁfélla‘“g“ty mt memgorglls limited to £1, in case the Society
liabilit°ver  woun<l nP and the assets were insufficient to cover

Mermv,8 a most nnlikely contingency.
Pay an entranice feo of tonshillings, and a subsequent

Ur-lr-1|”'3 Wga%orﬁ“ﬁesrrgh{% nmbor of members, but a much

Raired nnrrbor is desirable, and it is hoped that some will bo
it paf,.amongat those who road this annonneomont. All who join
ltgr IclPato in tho control of its business and the trustoeship of
tion t,otlrcea- It is exprossly provided in tho Articles of Associa-
te . no member, as such, shall derivo any sort of profit from
anvm°10tT' either by way of dividend, bonus, or intorest, or in
Tij Qwlat6ver.

Direct d affairs aro managed by an elected Board of
Inelve’ra’ con9'3lin8 of not less than fivo and not more than

members, ono-third of whom retire (by ballot) each year,

THE BIBLE

but are capablo of re-eleotion. An Annual General Meeting o
members must be held in London, to receive the Report, elect
new Directors, and transact any other business that may arise.

Being a duly registered body, the Secular Society, Limited,
can receive donations and bequests with absolute security.
Those who aro in a position to do so are invited to make
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favor in their
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension.
It {3 quite impossible to sot aside such bequests. The executors
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary course of
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in
connection with any of tho wills by which the Society has
already been benefited.

The Society’s solicitors are Mossrs. Harper and Battcock, 23
Rood-lane, Fenchurch-street, London, E.C.

A Form of Bequest—The following is a sufficient form of
boquost for insertion in the wills of testators:—“ | give and
“ bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited, tho sum of £------
“ free from Legacy Duty, and | direct that a receipt signed by
“ two mombers of tho Board of the said Society and the Secretary
" thereof shall bo a good discharge to my Executors for the
“ said Legacy.”

Friends of the Society who have remembered it in their wills,
or who intend to do so, Bhould formally notify the Secretary of
tho fact, or send a private intimation to tho Chairman, who will
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential. This is not necessary,
but it is advisable, a3 wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, and
their contents havo to bo established by competent testimony.

HANDBOOK

FOR
FREETHINKERS AND INQUIRING CHRISTIANS
TTTYPTrim PV
G. W. FOOTE ana W. P. BALL
A New Edition, Revised, and Handsomely Printed

CONTENTS:

Part |.—Bible Contradictions. Part

I1.—Bible Absurdities.

Part 111.—Bible Atrocities,

y, ** 1~*—Bible Immoralities, Indocenoies, Obscenities, Broken Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies.

e above four useful parts,
whole, bound in one volume, Is. 6d.;

Iti"

convenient for the pocket, may be had separately,
Best Edition, bound in cloth, 2s. 6d.

N ‘s *Ha v°lnmo which wo strongly commend to all interested in tho study of tho Judaic-Christian Scripturos.

FOOBPENCE EACH, or the

j aeuited by G. W. Footo and W. P. Ball, and Published by tho Froothought Publishing Company, 2 Nowcastlo-stroot,

te ~Sdon-strcot, London, E.C., prico Is. 6d.

Indeed, wo cannot concoivo any Christian as having a faith worth

&% -i10®unless ho has studied this rcmarkablo volunm. Teachers in Sunday and olomontary schools will find it of

porf  Vame as an aid to tho exposition of tho Christian religion from a thoughtful and critical standpoint.
Sinco 1888 it lias boon tho standard volumo of tho subject with which it deals,

army of facts and comparisons.

Itisa

'ts popularity is emphasised by tho fact that tho public havo demanded a now edition.”—Reynolds’s Newspaper.

Under the Ban of the London County Council.

THE

POPULAR

EDITION

[Revised and Enlarged)

“BIBLE ROMANCES”

G. W, FOOTE
With a Portrait of the Author

e}
68la,

Neiospaper says:—" Mr. G. W. Footo, chairman of tho Socular Society, is well known as a man of
“nal ability. His Bible Romances havo had a largo salo in tho original edition.

A popular, rovisod, and

Bi0o?Y ex*tion, at tho price of 6d., has now boon publishod by tho Pioneer Pross, 2 Nowcastlo-stroot, Farringdon-
my] O0m°n, for tho Secular Society. Thus, within tho roach of almost ovoryono, tho ripest thought of tho loaders

om opinion are being placed from day to day.”

144 Large Double-Column Pages,

Good Print, Good Paper

SIXPENCE—NET

(Post Free, 8d)

TIIB PIONEER PRESS,

2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET,

LONDON, E.C.
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SPECIAL  SUNDAY EVENING LECTURES

TN THE

QUEEN'S (MINOR) HALL.
LANGHAM PLACE, LONDON, W.

BY

Mr. G. W. FOOTE.

April 22.—“ SIMPLE BIBLE TEACHING: MR. BIRRELL’'S RECIPE FOR CHILDREN.”
April 29.—*“ MORALITY: A GIFT OR A GROWTH?”

HIGH-CLASS MUSIC BEFORE EACH LECTURE.
Admission Free. Reserved Seat Tickets at the Paybox.

Doors Qen at 7 pm Chair taken at 7.30 pm

A WONDERFUL BARGAIN.

"THE RIGHTS OF MAN

THOMAS PAINE,

Well Printed on Good Paper, 164 pages,
WITH A BIOGRAPHY OF PAINE BY J. M. WHEELER-

PRICE SIXPENCE.

Post Free, EIGHTPENCE.
THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E G

THE TWENTIETH CENTURY EDITION OF

THE AGE OF REASON

By THOMAS PAINE.
WITH A BIOGRAPHICAL INTRODUCTION AND ANNOTATIONS BY G. W. FOOTE

Printed on Good Paper, and Published at the
MARVELLOUSLY LOW PRICE OF SIXPENCE.
Postage of Single Copies, 2d.

THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET LONDON, $-C'

‘MISTAKES OF MOSEif

COLONEL R G INGERSOLL

(The Lectube Edition)

Thirty-two pages, good print, good paper
ONLY A PENNY

Twelve copies post free for tenpence for gratuitous distribution A
THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDOILj"-

C*
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