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lie  who sees without loving is only straining his n  e 
the darkness.— Maeterlinck.

Anointing the King,

Most people will imagine that the ceremony of anoint-
monarchs took its orig in  amongst the Jewish people.

ihls is a mistake. If there is any debt of gratitude tor 
t  cer8mony, the only merit o f which is an antiquity that 
nardly counterbalances its absurdity, we owe it, not to 

® Hebrews, but to the heathen.It.
a practice which had been followed for centuries 

Who r iaPS ^°r millenaia™ — among the peoples with 
douh? *'*le Hebrews came in contact. It was un
earl ■ ^  an established custom in Egypt from very 
exi  ̂*.lrnes> and there is good reason to believe that it 
g ed amongst the Babylonians and Assyrians. 
feat^'an monumenfs show that one of the chief 
his UreS- connected with the coronation of a king was 
em^fnointrnent by the priest, and his reception of the 

ems of majesty from the gods.
¡n. may add to the knowledge, if it diminishes the 
to IreS*'’ those who attend the coming Coronation 

earn that the K ing and Queen are anointed because 
l[le ‘tlve people thought the fat of an animal— especially 
hea * 'hich envelopes the kidneys, the liver, and the 
gj f t  is the seat of the animal’s vital force. The 
titil' °P London has the opportunity, if he cares to
at Ir6 bringing out this curious fact in his sermon 
eve Coronation serv*ce. It is scarcely likely, how- 
of r’ he will do so, having regard to the necessity 

av'oiding points which might prove unpleasant to the 
of the noble and refined assem blage. 

ancj r- A. Smythe Palmer points out that in the books 
A tractates on the Coronation which have lately 

ded the press it is generally assumed, if not openly 
lc;^lfte^’ that the custom of anointing with a view toki
Ch,aSly consecration was inherited by the Christian

narch from the Jews. It is also said by some of these 
rit •rn authors that the earliest recorded instance of the 

o? ls that in which Saul was set apart to his kingly 
•p, .ce by Samuel, as related in 1 Samuel ix. 16 ; x . 1. 
\Vr-1S v*ew was held by the Christian Fathers, and by 
re ‘:erS ? n divinity ancl ritual down to comparatively 
r. enf times. Masked, in his Monumenta Ritualia 
« ^tesice Anglicancc (vol. ii., p. 3, ed. 1882), says: 
kj C‘ Augustine has declared that the anointing of 
anĤ S Was a r*te alway s peculiar to the people of God, 

a n°t adopted at any time by the heathens.” The 
se<fSa^e referred to appears in Enarratio in Psalm xliv ., 
bjC' to, and is quite explicit : “ Nowhere else used 

dgs and priests to be anointed except in that kingdom 
v ere Christ was prophesied of and anointed, and 

ence the name Christ was to come ; but nowhere 
SVu*n n°  PeoPle> *n no kingdom .” 

th <̂now better than St. Augustine. W e know that 
g . anointing of rulers by priests is a custom which 

outside the “ chosen people of God.” and long 
j , 0r? the anointing of Saul. The practice has been 

erited or adopted, as have been most of the Chris- 
f  n rites and ceremonies, and even moral maxims, 
s 0rn Pagan or heathen sources. Dr. Smythe Palmer 
til r . ^be last twenty years has wonderfully extended 
vvh 1 or’zon ° f  our knowledge, and brought into light 

,° e regions of the past which previously had been 
• y  a _ shadowy tradition. In consequence, many 

itutions and customs, which are found existing as
N o - 1 ,1 1 7 .

apparently arbitrary and inexplicable conventions in 
historic times, are discovered to be survivals and con
tinuations of primitive practices which were once 
replete with significance, and spoke intelligibly to the 
contemporary thought of those early ages. W hen 
Saul was anointed, everyone under the theocracy 
would, o f course, understand that the same rite which 
had been already employed in the consecration of Aaron 
and his sons to the priestly office (Exodus xxix. ) was 
now being extended to the civil ruler in marking him 
out for his hardly less sacred office. But we now know 
that this was not by any means the beginning of a new 
custom .”

Dr. Smythe Palmer is an orthodox, as well as a 
learned, writer on ritual, as may be gathered from his 
amusing endeavor to explain these facts, which he feels 
bound to recognise and set forth. He argues that the 
God of Israel frequently allowed his people to adopt 
religious usages, which were of “ an edifying and 
elevating character,”  and even gave them formal 
sanction and Divine authority. “ A  good thing,” he 
says, “ is not less good, nor a truth less true, because 
it has come down from ethnic sources with a halo of 
immemorial prescription. The Eternal W isdom  never 
shares in the human weakness of aiming at mere 
originality. In incorporating into His plan any good 
and salutary ordinance, wherever found, who can say 
that He is not resuming for higher purposes what He 
had Himself suggested at first ?”

This is very well as a piece of special pleading, but 
Dr. Smythe Palmer fails to show what he is bound to 
show if his argument has any value— that the ceremony 
of anointing is of “  an edifying and elevating character,” 
that it is a “ good th in g ” and “ true,” and a “  salutary 
ordinance.”  He himself admits that it is founded on a 
primitive notion as to the peculiar potency of animal 
fat, and we know that this idea in the practical exempli
fication it finds on these ceremonial occasions is an 
absurd error. He cites a number of authorities who 
agree that the early Semites, and other primitive folk, 
believed that the kidneys, the liver, and the heart were 
the centres of the intelligence, passions, and emotions. 
The fat of these organs, as being endued with peculiar 
virtues, was set apart as the portion for the D eity when 
an animal was sacrificed, and must not be eaten by the 
worshipper (Leviticus iti. 16, 17). W hen etherealised 
by the fire, it becomes food of the god. W hat the 
Deity feeds on and assimilates he, to a certain extent, 
becomes one with. By a theurgic process that same 
life which is shared by the god is transmitted to man 
through an external application of the fat as an unguent. 
Thus many savages imagine that they can acquire the 
strength of a wild beast that they have killed, or the 
courage of a slain enemy, by rubbing themselves with 
his fat. The fat of a sacrificial victim in particular was 
held to be potent in bestowing Divine gifts o f a super
natural character.

This is the evolution from prehistoric times of the 
present practice of using oil or chrism as the appro
priate medium for conferring the kingly office. W hat 
is there “ edifying and elevating ”  and “  salutary ” 
about a rite having such a basis as this ? And why 
should the Eternal W isdom  be so specially pleased with 
it as to “ incorporate it in his plan ” ?

W hen the K ing and Queen are anointed, it will be 
worth while remembering that it is done because, in 
early times, semi-savages attached undue importance to 
kidney fat !

Dr. Palmer says the ceremonial use of unction was 
“ certainly one of those practices adopted from w ithout,”
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and this can be shown by the “ conclusive evidence of 
pre-Biblical monuments.” He mentions that in the 
remarkable find at Tel-el-Amarna of letters despatched 
to the Egyptian sovereign by his Suzeranis in Palestine 
and Syria is one addressed to Amenophis III. from 
Adar-nivari, a petty king whom he had set up as a ruler 
o f Nukhashi. In this missive, written in the Babylonian 
cuneiform, the vassal king says : “ To the Sun-god, the 
King, my lord the K ing of Egypt, thus Adar-nivari thy 
servant speaks— to the feet of the King, my lord, I bow 
myself— when M anakhbiya [Thothmes III.], K ing of 
Egypt, my father— in the land of Nukhashi— to royalty 
proclaimed him and poured oil upon his head— to that 
royalty he proclaimed and appointed h im ” (Boscawen, 
Babylonian and Oriental Record, x. 174 i 7 7 > C. Niebuhr, 
The Tel-el-A rmarna Period, p. 50; Evetts, New Light 
on the Bible, p. 210). “ Here,” says Dr. Smythe Palmer,
“ there is unmistakeable evidence that a Canaanitish 
king was inaugurated by putting oil upon his head in 
the early part of the fifteenth century b c ., before the 
Israelites had set foot in Palestine.” According to 
Jastrow (Religion o f Babylonia and Assyria, 374, 665 ; 
and Sayce, Babylonians and Assyrians, 250), there is no 
evidence that the rulers of Babylonia and Assyria were 
installed with the same rite ; but the probability is that 
they were, as they had an order of priests called pasisu or 
“ anointers,”  whose duty it was to anoint the images of 
the gods and the sacred vessels o f the temple with oil.

The sacrificial fat became in time an unguent employed 
to communicate the vigor and vital energy with which it 
w as believed to be charged. The unction of a priest, a 
king, or a prophet was designed to “  spiritually invigo
rate or confirm him for his office by m aking him par
taker of the Divine influence.” Thus, when Saul was 
anointed, the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon 
him, and he was turned into another man (1 Samuel 
x . 6). Similarly, Dr. Palmer notices the sequence of 
cause and effect in the reference to D avid’s unction in 
Psalm lxxxix. 20, 21

“ I have found David my servant; With my holy oil 
have I anointed him : Mine arm also shall strengthen 
him.”

In Christian realms, he says, unction has been held of 
like sacramental efficacy in conveying powers of spiritual 
jurisdiction to the king-designate. “ He who is out
wardly anointed,”  says Gregory the Great, “ is 
strengthened inwardly by virtue of the Sacram ent.” 
Pope John X X II., in the fifteenth century, writing to 
Robert Bruce, thus expounds the virtue of holy unction 
when bestowed on kings in words of quite primitive 
significance : “ They receive a gift of more powerful 
grace, so that they are endued with an increase of 
strength for maintaining their just rule.” And the 
result o f it is “  fulness of virtues and complete authority 
in temporal governm ent.”

Thus it will be seen that the anointing, which forms 
the principal feature in the consecration of the King, 
and is otherwise used in -the Christian Church, cannot 
be claimed as of Jewish origin ; that its institution is 
to be traced primarily to the savage notion that the fat 
of an animal may transfer the strength of the animal to 
the man who has killed i t ; and that the notion of the 
fat, in the later form of holy oil or chrism, imparting 
spiritual or kingly strength, is merely the development 
and refinement of the primitive superstition. Pious 
sentiment in this connection— of which we have already 
had an abundance, and of which there is much more to 
com e— has, therefore, no other or more poetic founda
tion than the application by savages of grease.

F rancis Neale.

the picture are the bravery of a few human beings under 
the most trying circumstances, and the generous aid 
offered by individuals and Governments, with the excep
tion of our own Christian Parliament, which, while 
spending colossal sums on the tinselled trumpery of a 
pantomimic coronation, declined to vote money on behalf 
of the distressed W est Indies.

The disaster is complete, colossal, stupefying. And, 
so far as the disaster itself is concerned, when one has 
said that they have said all. But the actual occurrences 
of hfe, about which there can be no dispute, are the 
facts upon which we base our conclusions, concerning' 
which there is much dispute, and by which we test our
opinions and theories of life. It is from this point 
view that we wish to say a few words concerning the 
W est Indian horror, for no better circumstance could 
be related to test the belief in God by the touchstone 
of hard stubborn fact. The Lisbon earthquake seriously 
disturbed the optimistic Deism of Voltaire, and it 13 
extremely probable that the present one, which has not 
yet finished its work o f devastation, may disturb to a

sent genera

tion— provided, of course, that they think of the

Providence in the W est Indies.
T he volcanic outburst in the W est Indies is one of the 
most sickening catastrophes of modern times. A death 
roll o f upwards of 40,000 people, immense destruction 
of property, an entire district blasted of all signs of life 
in a few hours, is a picture that words cannot paint or 
the imagination adequately realise. Nor can anyone fully 
conceive the terror and suffering of the people seeking 
vainly to escape a lava stream travelling at the rate of 
over one hundred miles an hour, or o f those that sank 
exhausted, poisoned by noxious fumes or overwhelmed 
by scorching ashes. The only redeeming features in

much greater extent the Theism of the present g en~
- - - * ey think of the bear

ings of the fact upon the belief. People do not_ a‘vV̂ js 
do this, but it is the object of this article to bring 
desirable consummation about. e

I quite admit, at the outset, that this occurre 
cannot decide the question of whether there is a 
or no. The question of the existence of God and 
question of his character are quite distinct. A  v ° aatv 
outbreak does not prove the non-existence of D el 
but it does seriously affect his character, or our estltI]ia ŝ 
of his character if we assume his existence. Anc 
the only guide we have to the character of Deity is 
actual occurrences of life, and as the nature of tne- 
occurrences will determine the worthiness or unwor 
ness of the object of worship, the Martinique disas 
may fitly be studied to help decide this point. _ .

Let us summarise the facts. The group o f i s'al\ g 
were known to be of a volcanic nature. Some ot 
volcanoes were known to be more or less acti ’ 
others, of which the principal cause of this disaster v - 
one, were believed to be quiescent. People had sett 
there in the confidence that, while there was a possib1 i s  
of danger,, the probability was not great or immedia > 
or at least not of a kind such as has occurred. >̂0P.pue 
tion had increased, commerce had grown up. 
people were no worse than people were in other pa 
of the world. They had the character of being 
religious ; they certainly resorted to processions a ^  
prayers to ward off disaster, trusting to the promise  ̂
Jesus that “ W hatsoever ye ask in prayer, believin g 
shall be granted unto you.” Y et in a few hours sonL  
say a few minutes— the whole of these people w e , 
swept out of existence. Old and young, healthy an" 
sick, the old greybeard sinking into senility, and  ̂t 
prattling infant, all killed— nay, murdered, if 
really be an intelligent force directing natural forc 
and processes. And, to add additional irony to t 
situation, the only survivor of the St. Pierre disaste 
was a criminal.

Now, how does the Theist harmonise this disaster 
with his belief in the benevolence of Deity ? People> 
he says, ought to have known better than to have 
settled in such localities. Granted that they ought. 
by which, I suppose, it is meant that it is a pity they 
did not know better. The fact is, that they did.not •MIW UVl. IVUU Vv OVtl.Vkl 1JV nvvb IO) tuuv blivy --------

they were, so far, ignorant, and surely ignorance is no 
such a deadly crime that it should be deliberately an
o t-K5 f t-o Ktt Ackat In Tf flaio \ \ 7 firp 550« ***arbitrarily punished by death. If this were so 
population would undergo a rapid and enormous 
diminution. They did not know better, so that the 
case stands thus : God created both volcano and people- 
To the former he gave certain signs indicative of its 
activity and dangerous propensities; to the p e o p le ^  
gave brains that were inadequate to the task of reading 
those signs, or incapable of adequately guiding theif 
actions by the signs they read. The dilemma is plain- 
If God intended the people to be warned by the signs 
he created, he should either have created minds that 
could appreciate them ; or, what would be the same 
thing in substance, have made the signs of a more 
threatening and impressive character. If  he did not 
intend this, then the responsibility for the deaths rests 
with him.



2St 1902, THE FREETHINKER. 323
May

for
Moreover, the volcano at St. Pierre had been quiescent

years. And this circumstance gives the affair the__  uliW“
nature of a lure or an ambuscade. People had been 
lured into settling by the apparent absence of danger, 
only to find, when too late, that their confidence had 
been misplaced. And there is this difference between 
an ambush planned by man and one planned by God. 
Man plans an ambush, surprises an enemy, and, unless 
be is an actual savage, is content with disarming him 
and destroying his ability to inflict injury for the time 
bslng. God’s ambushes are on a different scale. He 
d°es not capture, he kills— and kills with no apparent 
object save that of a sheer thirst for taking life. Man 
does what he can to feed and sustain his enemies when 
fhe fighting is over ; God does what he can to destroy 
fbe means of subsistence and of assistance to those who 
have escaped destruction. A  pious writer in one of the 
daily papers thanks God that some people have escaped, 
‘ hank God, indeed ! For w hat? For the fact that a 
"'ere handful of people have been rescued, by men, from 
bl- Pierre homeless, penniless, and destitute. And who 
"re we to thank for the thousands destroyed ? Is it not 
plain, common sense to say that if we are to praise God 
or the few saved we ought to curse him for the thou

sands destroyed ? And is it not selfishness, or stupidity
°r. egotism, for the survivors of such a catastrophe as 
this to kneel
a,m°st within 
c*eatures ?

and thank God for their own safety 
sight of the dead bodies of their fellow-

shcHd v "S Sa'^ tbat not '"tend that people
¡s that *Ve Unc*er sucb dangerous conditions, the answer
sible. 
of man

' n this matter “ Providence "  is again respon- 
Pressure of population is the fundamental cause

lhe d n,S sPread'ng  over all parts of the globe, and not 
esire of man for adventure. The taste for adven-ture

0f , , ls largely the expression of the fundamental fact 
devel5 Pres*ure ° f  population, since those who had 
it pe sP'rit survived, while those who lacked
and 'f  The colonising races of the earth prevail ; 
be </ "  l",nere be a God, he has designed that it should 
oy^0, S° that here, once more, man is only working 
rnleHi T eer trace<d f° r him by “ the Providence that 
spirit f things.”  God first of all developes in man a 
Set,i ? daring and foolhardiness that tempts him to 
annij\!n places that are veritable death-traps, and then 
sufr • ates bim, with every circumstance of cruelty and 
SUJ r>"g, for so doing. 7
Wea, e Writer, with a comical consciousness of the 
deDi n.ess ° f  the ordinary Theistic argument, while 
sup ° rinff the existence of volcanoes on the globe, 
"nd tbat’ after all) they serve a useful purpose, 
cert P ay the part o f safety-valves to the earth. If 
ar ain forces did not find a vent in this manner, he 
mm-h^K they W0l'ld in some other ; and the other way 
ma'v * more disastrous than the present one. W e 
con •̂ ran*: this readily. Things might always be 
that ?1Vakly worse than they are, and it is quite possible 
that 1Uman HI® might have developed under conditions 
is ^ ould have made it much less pleasurable than it 
mor i>0’ ° n b̂e °tber hand, might life have been much 
m,,-? Pfeasant than it is ; and this last “ might be ” is 

more deadly to Theism than the former one ismuch
adv
aitean*;a8’eous. For it means that, out of two possible 
Wisdraatlv« ,  God rejected the better one. Almighty 
aim-°vf’ anlmated by alm ighty love, and supported by 
SUc/f>bty power, might easily have made human life 
or k at disasters and disease should be comparatively 
\Vga s°lutely unknown. And, as this is not the case, 
der are driven to conclude that the present plan was 
ani* erately adopted. All that the above apology 
Co ° a" ts to is the bald statement that, given existing 

Q'tions, the world is arranged on the only feasible
c Ì , ^ rkable plan.court't------- g*“ 1*- Bat) then, God himself made the
PoKt’ US-’  and) having made the conditions, it is 
him* liVe imbecil'ty to argue that we must not blame 
'- n f  i!'Cause be ‘ s doing the best he can under conditions 

his own creating.
in • ° ne more pious apology— the familiar one that, 
forŜ .lte all apparent evil, all things work together 
testpf°°d> and it is the trials and disasters of life that 
c rnen and develop the noblest characteristics—  
qu ,.affe and benevolence. Once more granted— with 
ffj , '"cations. Granted that danger calls forth courage, 
exi rSUfferin^ ca^s fen^h sympathy, does this justify the 

ence of suffering and needless dangers ? Surely

not. Surely we should all be willing to sacrifice sym
pathy if we could abolish suffering, and we could 
dispense with courage if human life were no longer 
exposed to danger. If there is any strength in this 
argument, it involves the belief that all who cause 
suffering are our benefactors, since they are developing 
our sympathies. The sweater, the tyrant, the unscru
pulous landgrabber, the man who stirs up a needless 
and preventable war, the man who sets light to a house 
full of people, are all friends of humanity in disguise—  
they are developing our sympathetic feelings, and, so 
far, we owe them our gratitude. And if we ought not 
to thank the man who sets fire to a house full of people, 
and so excites our courage and our compassion, why 
should we continue to praise a God who blasts the 
lives of thousands of people by storms and fire and 
volcanic outburst and pestilence and famine, in order 
to develop the courage and sympathies of those that 
survive ? W hat distinction is there between the two 
cases? Perhaps some Theist will explain.

All the usual apologies of Theism break down in the 
face of a disaster such as that of St. Pierre. No Theist 
can logically escape the simple issue that, if there is a 
God, the eruption and earthquake there are as much 
his handiwork as the most beneficent aspect o f nature’s 
handiwork. Dr. Horton remarked, in his address as 
Chairman of the Congregational Union, that we must 
measure God by the same moral standard that we 
measure man, and with this I quite agree. And if we 
apply to the Theist’s God this test, he stands it but badly. 
No man with the slightest shred of feeling could or 
would deliberately create forces that work out their results 
in the catastrophes that periodically appals and stagger 
human nature. There is little doubt of the general 
truth of Schopenhauer’s remark that if  a man had it 
within his power to create a world such as ours, and 
could foresee all the pain and misery that would result 
from the act, he would shrink back appalled from the task. 
As it is, man, by his strength and his sympathy, corrects 
and modifies some of the evils inflicted upon us by the 
Providence that rules the world.

I have written the above on the assumption that a 
God exists, and that all that is is the expression of his 
power and of his character. O f course, the assumption 
is groundless, without a single fact to support it, with 
nothing in the shape of valid reasoning to bolster it up. 
Nature is not conscious and is not intelligent, and, 
therefore, praise and blame, rare as figures of speech, 
are quite out of place in dealing with it. Nature cares 
no more, as a matter of sober fact, for the life of a man 
than it does for the life of a worm ; both are developed 
and both are crushed with perfect unconcern and indiffer- 
erence. It is the Theist who asserts the contrary, and, 
having made the assertion and established the belief, he 
is bound to abide by its logical implications. I 
have merely tried to indicate what these implications 
are, and I insist that, if the wanton infliction of suffering 
by man indicates an unadmirable character, the wanton 
infliction of suffering by God must point to a like con
clusion. If the indifference of man to suffering argues 
want of sympathy or of benevolence, the fact that God 
sits silent while men, women, and children are blasted 
by disease, starved by famine, or overwhelmed by the 
earthquake, must point to want of benevolence likewise. 
If a man who sets a machine at work, knowing before
hand that from its working the death of numbers of people 
must result, then the people who lie buried beneath the 
lava flood at St. Pierre were deliberately murdered by 
the God whom the Theist adores.

God’s ways, says the Theist, are not men’s ways ; his 
power is greater than ours. The first part of the state
ment should be received with regret, if it is meant that 
man ought to imitate God ; with pleasure, if it is meant 
that God ought to imitate man. If God exists, we may 
grant that he is greater— in power. But in kindliness, 
in sympathy, in all that makes up the really admirable 
moral qualities, man is greater than God. Man makes 
habitable the places of the earth left uninhabitable by 
God, He discovers antidotes to the diseases God 
sends ; remedies for the famine and distress created 
by God. The enduring and valuable fact is not God’s 
love to man, but man’s helpfulness and love for his 
fellow man. Man owes nothing to the gods that he 
has first created and then feared. These have always 
existed like a spasm in the heart and a cramp in the
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intellect, checking his noblest aspirations and damning 
his best efforts. It has been part o f the w ork of civili
sation to free man from the rule of the gods, and only 
as this has been successful has civilisation been secure 
or human well-being guaranteed. C. Cohen.

“ A World Full of Sorrow.”

T he above words formed part of a text from which the 
Rev. Dr. Horton recently preached a sermon with the 
idea of reconciling “ the perpetual and the crushing 
warp of sorrows, which seems to run through all the 
texture of life,”  with the belief in the existence of a 
good and beneficent God. The Doctor admits that in 
contemplating “ the malignant evils, the cruelty, the 
uncleanness, the turpitude which darken and sadden 
the world, the mind becomes bewildered, and, it argues, 
surely there can be no God ; or, if a God, he cannot be 
good ; or, if good, at least his power must be limited.” 
Dr. Horton frankly confesses that “ these things ” 
present a difficulty which he will not attempt to solve, 
and he adds : “ I feel these things as keenly as anyone, 
and often have I stood perplexed, bewildered, in face of 
the sufferings of my fellow-creatures, which I could not 
mitigate except by sympathy and prayer.” Here we 
have an instance of the struggle which is constantly 
going on between the promptings of the humane feel
ings of man and his belief in “ the order of God’s provi
dence,” as manifested in nature. Acts which the creature, 
man, would shudder to perform, the alleged Creator, 
God, is supposed to be constantly perpetrating. Surely, 
if there be a God, he does “ move in a mysterious way 
his wonders to perform !”

The Doctor says :—
“ There is some reason for believing that the whole 

mingled confusion of pain and trouble is ordered by the
wisdom and love of God to greater and better ends...... It
is goodness at work in the world—goodness and wisdom 
and mercy.”

This is theological mysticism with a vengeance. W hat 
is the “  some reason ” that will justify any god in inflict
ing upon his helpless subjects such pains and penalties 
as they have frequently to endure? No human being 
would escape the most severe condemnation if he were 
guilty of a quarter of the enormities ascribed to the-God 
of nature. Is it to be supposed that any deity is less 
just and merciful than frail m an? Does it show divine 
“ wisdom and love ” to allow the iron hand of despotism, 
the pangs of starvation, and the brutal passions of igno
rance and jealousy to embitter the lives of thousands 
who are victims to the wrongs of a God-governed world ? 
W as “ goodness at w o rk ” recently in the W est Indies 
when the volcanic eruptions brought sudden death to 
thousands of men, women, and children ? W ere those 
terrible catastrophes proofs of the “ wisdom and love of 
G o d ” ? A  deity who could have prevented such heart
rending scenes as those at St. Pierre and St. Vincent, 
and did not, must be a demon deserving only of 
execration. To talk of the existence of an Omnipotent 
and Intelligent Being who rules the destinies of nations, 
when we have a record of those appalling disasters 
before us, is an insult to common sense. Did this God 
arrange such a wholesale destruction of human lives ? 
If yes, where is the evidence of his goodness ? If no, 
he is not the Supreme Power which controls all things. 
W hen I think of the cruelty and injustice by which we 
are surrounded— the success of crime, the triumph of 
tyranny, the struggles of many to get the means of 
mere existence, the fearful deformity of children who 
are born into the world so diseased, so decrepit, that 
the sunshine of happiness seldom gladdens their lives, I 
cannot believe that a good God dwells “ on high ”  who 
could, and yet would not, remedy this most lamentable 
state of things. It would be quite as logical to say that 
vice and misery are advantageous as to urge that earth
quakes and volcanoes are “ blessings in disguise,”  show
ing God’s “  goodness and wisdom and m ercy.”  Theo
logy may teach such nonsense, but nature and reason 
are above theology.

Dr. Horton’s mitigation or prayer has been but of 
little service to the unfortunate victims of “ God’s pro
vidence,” for such supplications have failed to avert 
calamities. W e are told that, on the evening before

the disaster at St. Pierre, the people had held “ a 
solemn religious service, being convinced that the 
sudden volcanic fury of Pelee indicated that the hand ot 
Providence was being laid upon them for their sins, and 
on that awful day when the holocaust occurred they had 
meditated a continuance of these appeals for Divine help. 
It was, so to speak, in the middle of their prayer that 
the catastrophe cam e.” Besides, prayers are as illogical 
as they are useless. They really imply two things, 
hirst, that either God does not know what is best to 
do, or, knowing, that he is not inclined to do it. This 
would be a reflection upon his knowledge or goodness. 
In the second place, it implies that God’s government is 
imperfect, inasmuch as, if it were perfect, prayer could 
not improve it ; and, therefore, any number of prayers 
of supplication would be a waste of time. The truth is, 
the time is past when any reliance should be placed upon 
the Bible promise that God “ shall deliver the needy 
when he crieth ; the poor also, and him that hath no 
helper.” A s Dr. Maudsley observes : —

“ When man is thoroughly convinced, by reasoned 
experience, that he never receives an answer to supplica
tions, which are as vainly spent as if they were addressed 
to the shifting cloud or to the passing wind, he naturally 
ceases to offer them ; and, first doubting, he finally dis
believes in, the superintendence, and even the existence, 
of such a being. So, through the ages, it has come to 
pass that faiths have been slowly extinguished, and gods 
have died ; for faiths do not, like bubbles, burst, but 
stealthily, like clouds dislimned, lose their lineaments 
and gradually disperse.”

O f course, professed Christians are told in their Bible 
to pray, and they are assured that whatever they ask 
for shall be given them ; but, like other Scriptural assur
ances, no confidence can be placed in what is promised. 
And, so far as prayer is concerned, Christians need not 
expect that their supplications will be heeded, for they 
are told in “ God’s word ” that he “ knoweth the secrets 
of the heart,”  that “  he doeth according to his will,”  and 
that he changeth not. If this be so, to ask him to alter 
his course is the height of folly. To be consistent they 
should submit, and exclaim to their G od : “ Thy will 
be done.” Even Luther was perplexed as to the 
efficacy of prayer, for on one occasion we are informed 
that he petitioned Jehovah thus : “  W e pray so much 
for rain, and we have prayed so often ; and if thou dost 
not grant our prayer, the godless will say that thy dear 
Son has lied ; for he has said : ‘ W h at you ask of the 
Father in my name, he will grant unto you.’ And they 
would accuse thee and thy dear Son of lying. I know 
that we cry unto thee from the depth of our hearts. 
W hy dost thou not listen to us ?” On one occasion it 
is said that Charles Kingsley refused to obey his bishop’s 
injunction to pray for rain. According to the Times, 
“ There was great commotion in ecclesiastical dovecotes, 
most of all in ecclesiastical palaces. All sorts o f punish
ments were threatened, but K ingsley remained through
out perfectly quiet, yet most determined. He would not 
degrade his sacred office to that o f a rain-maker or 
medicine-man, and he carried his point. ‘ In America 
we manage these things better !’ said an American friend 
of Kingsley. ‘ A  clergyman in a village on the frontier 
between two of our States prayed for rain. The rain 
came, and it soaked the ground to such an extent that 
the young lambs in the neighboring State caught cold 
and died. An action was brought against the clergy- 
man for the mischief he had done, and he and hts 
parishioners were condemned to pay damages to tf>e 
sheep farmers. They never prayed for rain again after 
that.’ ”

Dr. Horton says :—•
“ When science begins to understand that God is good, 

as Christianity has understood it and taught it for eighteen 
centuries and more, and when in consequence science 
becomes Christian and Christianity becomes scientific, 
when in consequence of this a great majority of intelligent 
beings will firmly believe in the eternal goodness and 
consistently act upon it, there opens up before the imag1' 
nation a future for the world—society built upon such a 
truth that may fill the dreamer with gratitude and the- 
religious man with adoration.”

If the imaginative “ future for the w orld ” is not opened 
up until the events happen which are mentioned by the 
Doctor, there is reason to believe that no one now living 

, will witness the changes referred to. Upon the sup-
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position that God, who is all-wise and all-powerful, 
exists, how can science believe that he is good ? Science 
recognises the law of cause and e ffect; therefore, if 
God be all-good and, at the same time, unlimited in 
wisdom and power, he cannot be the cause of the 
horrors of nature which so frequently startle humanity. 
Consequently, there must be some force in the universe 
over which this God has no control, in spite of the fact 
that Christianity “ for eighteen centuries and more ” has 
taught that God is omnipotent and all good. Does 
the Doctor seriously believe that the time will ever 
arrive when science will, as he states, become Chris
tian and Christianity become scientific ? The age of 
miracles is past, and to bring about the conditions 
which he foreshadows would require the greatest of all 
Miracles. Nothing can be more opposite from their 
very nature than Christianity and science, d he founda- 
tion of the Christian faith is contrary to all the facts 
known to science. W here are the scientific features in 
the Bible account of the origin, fall, and redemption of 
man ? Surely it will not be contended that the record 
?f the birth and death of Jesus, or of the wonders he 
•s said to have performed, is in harmony with scientific 
facts. No ; what is called Christianity must remain, 
■ o long as it has any existence at all, an emotional 
system based upon legend and doubtful credentials, 
vhile many of its teachings are vague, indefinite, con
tradictory, and thoroughly incompatible with the require- 
Ments of modern life.

ft is too true, as Dr. Horton observes, that the world is 
ull of sorrow, and it is equally true that no God has made 

11 possible for it to be otherwise. The “ Divine govern- 
Ment ” has proved itself impotent to arrange the order 
. .  things in such a manner that sorrow, starvation, 
'»Justice, and physical suffering should be unknown. 
Moreover, it is a lamentable fact that Jesus has utterly 
¡(dIjed to carry out his alleged mission to take aw ay the

sms of the w orld.” It now remains for man to study 
ae defects by which he is surrounded, and to strive to 

do what theology has been incapable of accomplishing.

C harles W atts.

The Modern Pompeii.

can ° Ue-’ ab;er Gie recent awful catastrophe in Martinique, 
o rMtionally affirm any supernatural, providential care 
ist F *"1S P̂ aneG O f course, no Rationalist, no Material- 
Wh'JV° Û  lb ' nk of making such an assertion. But some 
will 3re Stlb under the thraldom of supernatural religion 
h- say that their Deity “ moves in a mysterious way 

^wonders to perform.”
g u, 7 y myster'ous, very cruel, very murderous, if true, 
anv ^ 1S nof  true* The earth is not under the rule of 
tyl^j^gM inary being who can, at any moment, over- 
qual/T lt 'n Physical destruction by volcano, or earth
ly  e’ 0r glacial period. These are entirely due to the 

Perfect structure of the earth

't andt„!!0r1'? yet> by any means
itself— for it is not a 
and the forces within

any • L-P°n are those of nature, wholly, and not of 
A llth  rar^’ desPotic> revengeful power external to it. 

cata .these dreadful seismic, volcanic, and other similar 
factsS r°Phes can only be rationally explained by the 
revel deductions of physical science. Religion and 
firm atloa cannot explain them. They but tend to con- 
°atu °)ne S Unhel‘ef  and utter detestation of the super- 
earthh Pr<?v‘dential, vindictive theory. The imperfect 
t0 ¡(-s aas ’*-s misfortunes and afflictions, entirely dueits misfortunes and
’ vis’ f constitution and environment. It is not

a j., ed by any supreme intelligent force outside it- 
e°rv too dreadful to entertain, too cruel, too 

Its troubles are indigenous to 
wholi “ “ )* so *n human misfortunes, they also

' self-induced causes, or to 
beinT'iT"11̂  Clrcumstances. No supernatural power or

. .50ry -
criminal to conceive 
lts*lf. And
wholly owing to personal,
•Mrrounding circumstances. " v'1 *'*
°eing  has anything to do with them, does not send 
fhcni, and cannot avert them. W hen they come they 
have to be endured. All the prayers in the universe 
cannot overcome them. Science and knowledge can 
a °ne alleviate their terrors and their torments.

Gerald Grey.

National Secular Society.

CONFERENCE IN LONDON.
T he Annual Conference of the National Secular Society was 
held on Sunday, the 18th inst., at the Athenmum Hall, 
Tottenham Court-road, London. Mr. G. W. Foote, the 
President, was in the chair, and the following Vice-Presi
dents were present : Messrs. C. Watts, C. Cohen, A. B. 
Moss, W. Heaford, Victor Roger, J. Neate, W. Pegg, E. 
Bater, G. J. Warren, F. Scballer, T. J. Thurlow, E. W. 
Quay, and Miss E. M. Vance (Secretary). The following 
Branches were represented : Battersea, Mr. W. P. Kernot; 
Bethnal Green, Messrs. J. How and H. Silverstein ; Birming
ham, Messrs. Francis Neale and W . H. Thomas ; Camber
well, Mr. F. A. Davies ; East London, Messrs. W. H. West 
and J. Cooper ; Finsbury, Messrs. W. Caisey and E. W. 
Quay; Glasgow, Mr. C. Cohen ; West London, Messrs. A. 
Bowers and W. Hunt ; Manchester, Mrs. Pegg and Mr. 
C. P e g g ; South Shields, Mr. Chapman. Amongst other 
members present were Mr. J. Dobson (Stockton), Thwaites 
(Stockton), J. W. Gott (Bradford), R. Green (Kings Lynn), 
Greevz Fisher (Leeds), M. Christopher (Wolverhampton), 
W. T. Pitt (Birmingham), Dr. Nichols, W. Manley, A. J. 
Fincken, J. Roberts, T. Sullivan (Birmingham), C. H. 
Cattell, A. G. Lye (Coventry), R. G. Fathers.

The minutes of last Conference were approved on the 
motion of Mr. Chapman, seconded by Mr. Quay.

Annual R eport.
The President read the Annual Report, which was as 

follows :—
The past year has not been one of much excitement. In 

common with all advanced movements the National Secular 
Society has continued to suffer from the prolongation of the 
miserable war in South Africa, which has diverted attention 
from the calmer propaganda of progressive principles, and 
even aroused a general spirit of reaction. Fortunately, there 
are signs that peace may be effected in the near future, and 
the more normal state of the public mind, which is bound to 
follow', will be more favorable to a hearing for causes that 
appeal only to reason, and never seek profit by inflaming 
sectional and sinister passions.

Marking time is not as exhilarating as making progress, 
and it is not surprising that a good many persons, who are 
blind to the temporary character of the present disadvan
tages, should be afflicted with depression, and in some cases 
with despair. But those of a more equable temperament, 
and those who recollect how inevitable is the fluctuation of 
human affairs, will not be downcast, but keep their hope 
alive for the advent of happier days.

It may be said, on the whole, that Secular work has been 
fairly w7ell maintained in London. Sunday evening lectures, 
under the President’s auspices, have been carried on uninter
ruptedly— except for the summer vacation—at the Athenaeum 
Hall in the West. In the South the Camberw'ell Branch has 
persevered gallantly in spite of difficulties that were often 
distressing. Its Hall has been regularly open for Sunday 
evening lectures during the winter, and it has conducted very 
large and successful open-air meetings at three different 
stations during the summer. Outdoor meetings have 
also been held with great success by the Bethnal 
Green Branch in Victoria Park. Other London Branches 
have also carried on an active open-air propaganda. 
Last summer this particular work was centralised by 
the Executive. The result was a much improved effec
tiveness. But the cost was very considerable, and the 
Executive has been unable to undertake a renewal of the 
responsibility. It may be mentioned that the spent
by the Executive on this work was spread over no less than 
282 lectures. Eleven stations were kept going each Sunday, 
with an average of thirteen lectures. This was in addition 
to the lectures organised by the Camberwell Branch on the 
south side of the Thames. Special meetings, called Free- 
thought Demonstrations, were also held in many Parks and 
other open spaces. A wagonette and a pair of horses were 
provided on each occasion gratuitously by Mr. E. Wilson ; 
the wagonette serving as a good platform, from which Messrs. 
Foote, Watts, and Cohen addressed vast crowds of interested 
and sympathetic listeners.

The usual Annual Excursion, organised by the Executive, 
was by special train to Dorking ; and the usual Annual 
Dinner took place at the Holborn Restaurant.

In the provinces, while most Branches have found the wave 
of reaction too strong for them, a few have flourished in spite 
of it. The Glasgow Branch, in particular, has more than 
held its own ; its members’ list and its balance-sheet are highly 
satisfactory, and the attendance at its Sunday meetings has 
sometimes taxed the hall’s capacity of accommodation. At 
Liverpool the Branch has had a most successful winter 
campaign under new conditions, the Alexandra Hall having 
been purchased by a company favorab’e to the Society’s 
operations. At Manchester the Branch has held on bravely 
in spite of many difficulties. At Birmingham the Branch, 
having been barred by bigotry from the use of the Board
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schools, has carried on its work vigorously elsewhere, and 
has also had special meetings addressed by your President in 
the Town Hall.

The Secular Society at Leicester and the Secular Sunday 
School at Failsworth are both doing excellent work. They 
are not connected with the N. S. S., but there is no reason 
why they should not be mentioned fraternally in this report.

Several public debates, in which well-known members of 
the Society took part, have been held in various parts of the 
country. Mr. Watts has debated on Spiritualism with one 
of its leading representatives, Mr. Cohen has championed 
Secularism against a Christian opponent, Mr. Percy Ward 
has been engaged in more than one discussion, and the 
President has also had an opportunity of participating in 
this uncommon but most effective method of propaganda.

During the year the Executive has had occasion to assist 
in maintaining the right of free speech outside the Society's 
borders ; at Chatham, in connection with the Independent 
Labor Party, and at West Ham, in connection with the 
National Democratic League. In the first case the Executive 
gave a subscription, and in the second case paid a part of the 
legal expenses.

The last Conference instructed the Executive to report 
“ upon the whole question of Branches, subscriptions, and 
membership, with a view to securing an increased revenue, 
and a more satisfactory list of adherents.” The Executive 
remitted the task to a special sub-committee, whose recom
mendations are printed on the Agenda of the present Con
ference for serious consideration. That something needs to 
be done is only too obvious. So many Branches fall into 
arrear with their subscriptions, and there is so much friction 
and difficulty in proportion to the revenue directly accruing 
from the Branches, that a change of some sort seems not 
merely advisable, but almost inevitable. It remains for the 
Conference to say precisely what that change shall be.

The sale of the Society’s Almanack has slightly decreased, 
and the Secretary was not able to secure any considerable 
quantity of advertisements for the current number. It hardly 
seems possible to continue this publication on the old lines. 
Probably a wider circulation could be obtained by increasing 
its size and diversifying its contents. But this would involve 
a much larger cost of production. Altogether the problem 
is one for careful consideration between this and August, 
when the next year's Almanack should begin to be in pre
paration.

One item on the new Agenda is of very grave importance. 
The Government Education Bill, by arousing the hostility of 
the Nonconformists, has created a new and great opportunity 
for urging upon the public mind the claims of “ Secular 
Education.” The Executive asks the Conference to 
sanction the issue of a special manifesto by the N. S. S. in 
the present crisis. Something more may be possible. 
Another meeting might be convened, in London at least, 
of the general friends of the policy of excluding religious 
teaching from the public schools. The first meeting of this 
kind, convened by the Executive some two years ago, was 
attended by many representatives of Radical, Ethical, and 
Socialist organisations. Another effort might be made to get 
these organisations into line for common action against the 
clericalising of our national system of education which is 
really contemplated by the Government Bill. At the same 
time the Nonconformists should have it pressed home upon 
them that their thirty years’ recreancy to their own funda
mental principle is the real cause of all the present trouble and 
danger. In this respect, indeed, it is a pity that a strong 
voice, like that of the late Charles Bradlaugh, cannot be 
raised in the House of Commons in favor of the only wise 
and just policy of national education— the policy which is 
more and more recommending itself to all civilised countries ; 
the policy, namely, of excluding religion from the curriculum 
of the schools, and leaving it to the care of the special organi
sations existing for its promotion. Not in the public schools, 
but in the churches and chapels of the sects, should religion 
be taught; for there is no such thing as undenominational 
religion, and the pretence of it by the Free Churches is a 
most ridiculous hypocrisy.

During the past year the Society has lost an old member 
by the death of Mr. Robert Forder, who was for many years 
its paid secretary, and for several years afterwards its honorary 
secretary. At the request of the family your President 
delivered a brief address over the coffin ; speaking, as it was 
thought the Society would wish him to speak, of the former 
days, especially during the historic Bradlaugh struggle, when 
Robert Forder rendered valuable services to the Freethought 
movement.

It is impossible, unfortunately, to pass over in silence the 
action of Mr. George Anderson against your President. 
There is no need to burden this report with the details. It 
suffices to say that when Mr. Anderson, for no apparent reason 
except vindictiveness, brought  ̂his action to a climax in the 
Bankruptcy Court, the Executive (with all the facts before it) 
passed an unanimous vote of sympathy with and confidence 
in your President, and of disgust at his pursuer’s conduct. 
Several months later, when Mr. Anderson sought to justify 
himself in a pamphlet, the Executive had to call upon him 
to apologise for the false and foolish statement that the 
N. S. S. did not publish a balance-sheet. Mr. Anderson

quibbled instead of apologising, the Executive dropped 
him as hopeless, and has not proposed his name for re- 
election as a Vice-President. It should be mentioned that 
the Executive knows absolutely nothing of the subscriptions, 
amounting to more than a thousand pounds, which Mr. 
Anderson alleges he has given during the past ten or twelve 
years to various persons supposed to have been in some way 
connected with the N. S. S. Mr. Anderson was asked for 
the names of the recipients, which he refused to supply ;
whereupon the Executive could only emphasise its repudiation 
of any sort of responsibility for these alleged subscriptions m 
aid of the movement.

It is usual to devote a paragraph of the report to the progress 
of Freethought in other countries. In America it would appear 
that the death of Colonel Ingersoll was a terrible blow to the 
platform propaganda of Freethought. He has not apparently 
ieft a successor. And the only general organisation of Free- 
thought in the United States has recently split in two. Still, 
there is a wide press propaganda carried on by many journals 
and magazines. Canadian Freethought is represented by 
one weekly organ at Toronto. Far away, at Melbourne, one 
of your vice-presidents, Mr. Joseph Symes, still lectures and 
edits the Liberator. His difficulties have been great, but he 
has never dropped the flag. Another vice-president, Mr. 
W. W. Collins, is a member of the New Zealand parliament, 
and does not hide his convictions, although circumstances 
have made him something less of an apostle. No news has 
come to hand lately of Mr. Wallace Nelson, another English 
Freethinker at the antipodes, who appears to be deeply 
engaged in the Labor movement. Turning a glance at the 
continent of Europe, it should be noted that anti-clericalism 
is making rapid strides in Spain, the classic land of Catholic 
bigotry; that legal repression does not prevent Freethought 
from spreading amongst the working-classes in North 
Germany ; and that the recent general elections in France, 
in spite of all the hostile efforts of the clergy, have resulted 
in the signal triumph of M. Waldeck-Rousseau’s govern
ment, which, after putting an end to the Dreyfus scandal, 
and bridling the party of Clericalism and Reaction, haS 
carried and enforced those stringent laws against the rich 
and insolent Religious Orders that were always plotting the 
ruin of the Republic.

In concluding this report some reference should be made 
to two considerable drawbacks this Society has suffered 
during the past year. One is the President’s prolonged 
illness, from which he is now almost entirely recovered. The 
other is the illness of the Secretary. Miss Vance was la’“ 
low with diphtheria in the fall of 1901 ; when she returned to 
her duties, after an absence of nearly three months, she w“s 
still suffering from one of the after-effects of that terrible 
malady ; and the unfortunate legacy has lately been active 
enough to confine her to her room for a fortnight. While 
expressing sympathy with her, and hoping that she will soon 
be herself again, it is opportune to recognise the tried ability 
and zealous devotion wlrch have marked her tenure of the 
secretaryship.

The Society’s affairs, as far as the Agenda goes, are now 
remitted to the care of this Conference. May all who take 
part in to-day’s business be animated by one spirit— the spirit 
of love for the Freethought cause, and of respect for all who 
seek to serve it according to their lights and opportunities. 
A brighter day will presently dawn for all advanced move
ments, and the Freethought cause will then need the best 
support, and the most ardent efforts, of all its adherents.

Mr. Pegg (Manchester) moved the adoption of the report, 
which was seconded by Mr. Chatham (South Shields), and 
carried.

( Continued on page jjo . )

Q uestionable Philanthropy.
Andrew Carnegie gave a library to Newport, Kentucky, and 

this month it is to be dedicated. The exercises will begin 
with an invocation and close with a benediction, in the regula 
orthodox style. Mr. Carnegie, it is well known to his friends 
and the public, is an Agnostic, and in his younger days use 
to express himself strongly as to the demerits of Christianity- 
He has now a strong conviction that reading— he is a gr®a 
reader himself—will help the people ; and to help then* to 
books he has given millions of dollars to public libraries- 
Fie has, however, kept no control over the books to be pla®e . 
on their shelves, and the result will be that they will be nil® 
with trash, and conducted as Christian institutions. Fie 
would have done the people a service if he had insisted tbâ  
in all these libraries should be placed works on evolution , 
good histories like Macaulay’s, Motley’s, Buckle’s, Lecky s > 
Spencer’s and Draper’s writings, and Freethought works- 
He ought to have insisted on a set of Ingersoll’s works, an 
Paine’s and Voltaire’s, going into every library. The book 
in the average public library are a delusion and a snare, an 
the people who read them are in no way benefited, whi 
those we have mentioned would inform them and broad®  ̂
their minds, making them more capable of judging phi* " 
sophies and religions, and helping them to know the trutl. 

— Truthseeker (New York).
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Acid Drops,

'̂I1® Oath business at the Coronation having been finally 
settled, the clergy are now squabbling about the order of 
service prescribed for parish churches. The Church Times 
û ges that, though the idea of the proposed service was 
admirable, in the execution there has been “ a grievous 
aunder.” The C. T. does not undertake to say what the 
c ®rST will do. But it says “ there are many, we are sure, 
Ti'° vv’.̂  re ûse 1° read the order of service now put forth.” 

be vury sath though, to be sure, it will not affect 
inconsiderable section of the people who are Noncon-tliat

formJormists or Indifferentists, and who are not likely to enter the 
churches, whatever the order of service may be. Therefore, 
ln spite of the dreadful forebodings of the C. T „  these people 
remain sublimely unconcerned as to “ the mischief that is 
threatened.’

According to the Church Times, Friday in Coronation week 
tYill be “ a trial to a good many honest church folks.” For 
the r̂elief of such who live in the diocese of Bath and Wells, 
their Bishop has intimated to the clergy in response to appli
cations which have reached him : “ That inasmuch as these 
festivities are likely to be held in many places, not only upon 
T hursday, June 26, the day of the Coronation, but also upon 
t'riday, >the 27th, which in the Prayer Book is ordered to benon..— 1 * - - - -observed 
Place;

as a day of fasting, or abstinence, and also in some 
bef S uPon Saturday, the 28th, which is the Even or Vigil 
• 0re St. Peter’s Day, that so far as any power of the kind 
j êsted ip me, in virtue of my office as Bishop of the diocese, 
fro reby reheve the members of the Church in this diocese 
t b o b l i g a t i o n  which such order imposes upon them, so 
ty'tti ey may share in the festivities appointed for those days 
of .i ut considering that they are thereby infringing the rule 

me Church.”

o What a fine thing it is to be a Bishop when, in the exercise 
vested power, and by virtue of office, it is possib'e to 

nafCl°USly Pernlit people to eat and drink on an occasion of 
uonal festivity ! Flow nice to be able to thus lord it over 
mmon mortals, and regulate their meals and their propen- 

of ̂  Jubilate ! It is especially kind, if a little inconsistent, 
pr bristian bishop to undertake this paternal control, when

....................... Let no manthethe *°.under of Christianity, Paul, said : “ 
hoi r , re judge you in meat or in drinjr, or in respect of an 
ii US)3 ’̂ ° r °* t'le ncw moon’ 01 the Sabbath day ” (2 Col.

J jJ * \ ° f  the missionaries at a May meeting in connection 
rejj . me S. P. G. lamented that “ the Japanese were not a 
Cat'S,0us people, but were intensely Materialistic. The edu- 
re]. . Hasses and young students had shaken off their old 
As ° 10n’ and were in great danger of becoming Agnostics.” 
a| a matter of fact, they are not only in danger, but they are 
an aay—;rnany of them—absolute Agnostics beyond and above 

y missionary appeals.

We°me(funny stories have been told at the May meetings, 
bv aSay ' Mutiny less charitable people might describe them 
of '10ther term. Here is one told by Mr. Frank Cockrem, 
Î a le Open Air Mission, working at the Epsom Spring 
t0 s< He explains that the purpose of the mission is not 
TbeUn, down racing, but to preach Christ and exalt Him. 
h " he says, At one meeting on the racecourse he had a 
8las *l:one hurled at him from one side, and a piece of broken 
ra' s missed him on the other, “ while a ‘ bookie,’ in his 
stav ’ .raised a hammer to throw at me, but bis hand was 
he tu>-’ anc*’ ’n h‘s awful temper, instead of smashing me,
show.turned around and smashed up his whole stand and

, Who “ stayed ” the _ 
intervention ? And, m 
want to smash
do

“ bookie’s ” hand? Was it a Divine 
any case, what did the “ bookie ”

,UP his whole show and stand for? Did he
s-10 h accidentally, or was it an evidence of sudden conver
t s  •’ Was his “ awful temper” occasioned by hearing about 

lst> or by finding that his clientele had backed the winner ?

noticei ,^arrar> hi his article, “ If I were a millionaire?” 
. Hst week, says he would spend money in the

!ut°of0tihe of sociaI progress and ameliorating the
it ; “ lc masses. He dilates upon that at length, but 
s°nieil •mere padding. We looked with confidence for 
mise1 e*se, and soon spotted it. The “ undeserved
SorTo*/. ot many hundreds of the struggling clergy,” the 
ti0n VYS °f “ numbers of distressed clergy who, by the diminu- 

° ‘ meir incomes, find it almost impossible to maintain 
Positions”— this is the thing that strikes Dean Farraras • ----Lina is me imug limi suiKca xyccxn raiicii

the p Cla *y.requiring the attention of millionaires. He says 
“ real !rent impecunious condition of many of the clergy is a 
c disgrao® t0 tjle English nation, and it is a most dis- 
in tli,? 1 âct that their sufferings excite so little sympathy 

, .e neart of the English people.” Poor clergy! If it is
in
so dist:
Which 11 ss.ln& to them to remain in the state of holy poverty 

teir Master voluntarily chose, why don’t the over-paid

archbishops, bishops, and—yes, Dr. Farrar— the over-paid 
deans come to their assistance by handing over out of their 
abundance not the trifling sums they occasionally subscribe, 
but something really substantial ? Why don’t they initiate a 
re-arrangement of clerical incomes from that of the Primate 
downwards ? The millionaires might then be induced to 
listen to these appeals— if there remained any need for making 
them.

A touch of grim humor was heard in a suburban road the 
other night. An itinerant band of street singers were waiting 
for pennies. Their appearance suggested abject poverty and 
equally abject humility. From the “ Honeysuckle and the 
Bee” they passed on to sentimental songs, and from senti
mental songs to hymns. They wound up with the line, 
“ And pour contempt on all my pride.” The invocation 
seemed painfully unnecessary.

At a Midland church things had not run smoothly for some 
time. Somehow'or other the people could not agree. In the 
end the pastor decided to convene a prayer meeting, the 
expressed intention being to pray that the stumbling block— 
whoever it was— should be removed. Fervent prayers were 
offered up by a number of the officials, including the pastor. 
A few days later the rev. gentleman announced that he had 
accepted a new church. The question is being asked : Was 
this an answer to prayer?

M. Bertoglio, a Court chaplain, dropped dead while saying 
Mass at Milan. There is no moral. The moral would have 
arisen had such an event occurred in a Secular hall.

Christian zealots at Therapia, a suburb of Constantinople, 
had a good time of it on the 25th ult., which, according to 
the Greek Calendar, was Good Friday. They observed then 
the traditional custom of “ burning the Jews at the stake.” 
The Jews whom the Christian folk of Therapia sacrifice are 
not of flesh and bones— perhaps they wish that that was pos
sible— but are made of their own cast-off clothing, filled in 
with straw and rags.

Reviewing Mr. Clodd’s Life of Huxley, the Literary World 
observes that Huxley’s “ destructive work was cleanly done, 
and even the people who denounced him, and who regarded 
him as Mephistopheles in professor’s clothing, now admit that 
religion has gained by the shooting of a vast amount of non- 
essential traditional rubbish.” The world, of course, would 
be well rid of the “ traditional rubbish,” but it is absolute non
sense to represent it as “ non-essential ” to the creeds.

Mr. F. B. Barwell, of Sheringham, in a letter to the Daily 
Chronicle, goes straight to a practical point in regard to the 
education problem. He wants to know if the advocates for 
the teaching of Anglican or other Christian dogma in primary' 
schools have lost sight of the fact that, as the schools are all 
closed on Saturdays, the pastors of the various denominations 
have the whole of those days and all Sundays in the year for 
the imparting of their theological doctrines to the children 
belonging to their several communities. “ Their churches 
and chapels,” he says, “ are the fitting places for such 
instruction, and not buildings constructed for the teaching of 
reading, writing, cyphering, and a limited number of kindred 
subjects, and the money for which has been raised from the 
public of all denominations.”

Sunday cycling has for some time past provided a counter- 
attraction to the claims of Christ, according to the complaints 
of the sky-pilots. Now ping-pong is bidding fair to achieve 
an impious distinction. We learn that in an Essex village 
recently a young lady, who has been a regular attendant at 
special Wednesday afternoon church services, went to church 
at the usual hour, and w'as surprised to find the doors closed. 
She asked the caretaker why this w'as so, and the old dame 
replied : “ Oh, we ain’t got no prayers this afternoon, miss. 
Why, don’t you know this is the opening day of the ping- 
pong club ?” Sure enough, the rector, bis wife, and the 
usual Wednesday worshippers had forsaken their orisons to 
play the game. ___

The Rev. the Hon. J. Adderley, vicar of St. Mark’s, Mary- 
lebone-road, declared the other day that, although St. Mark’s 
had now been in full work for thirty years, there was only 
one male adult communicant.

Poor Devil ! They are now trying to make him out to be 
a diorama showman. Somebody writes to the Sunday Com
panion asking where was the “ ‘ exceeding high mountain ’ 
whence the Tempter could show Jesus ‘ all the kingdoms of 
the world and the glory of them’ (Matthew iv. 8).” The 
sapient editor replies : “ Do you not think it possible that the 
Evil One presented scenic pictures to the Savior’s mind ? 
Surely he is quite as clever as any human artist; and at 
popular dioramas you may often witness some marvellous 
illusions.” This does not say much for the intelligence of 
either the Tempter or the Tempted. The Devil,, at any rate, 
must have had a poor opinion of the perceptive ability of 
Christ, and he could hardly have been very far out in his
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estimate if he is as astute as he is represented to be, though 
the result was against him. _

behind a pile of books. The lady was puzzled ; then, with  ̂
bewitching smile, she asked : ‘ Is it a weekly or a monthly.

Another example of the horrible effects of some religious 
delusions is afforded by the case of a man named Pougratz, 
who has just received fifteen years’ hard labor for man
slaughter at Munich. His explanation of his motive for the 
crime is unique. He had been disappointed in love, and 
wished to die ; but, believing that suicides do not go to 
heaven, he decided to do some terrible deed for which he 
would be hanged. After due deliberation he decided to 
murder a neighbor’s little child ; his reason for selecting a child 
being that, as a child was innocent, it would not require to 
confess before dying. On his arrest, Pougratz was placed 
under medical observation ; but the doctors found that his 
brain and reasoning powers were quite normal. This decision 
is very significant.

Rev. John Jedidiah Hunt, vicar of St. Barnabas, Birming
ham, has discovered a serious cause of complaint. He saw 
it recorded the other day in the local press that a number of 
Birmingham Volunteers were engaged in some military 
manoeuvres in the rural neighborhood of Chadwick and 
Knowle on the Lord's Day. He at once despatched a letter 
to the War Office protesting against this desecration of the 
Sabbath. After waiting ten days, he received an intimation 
that the matter would be inquired into. This show's that the 
War Office, if it cannot find time to see that discharged 
soldiers from South Africa duly receive their pay, can bestir 
its ponderous machinery when a parson is troubled in con
science about the Sunday doings of local Volunteers. It is 
well that the War Office can do something.

Rev. Jedidiah, being interviewed, was only partially influ
enced by the fact that attendance on the field-day in question 
was quite voluntary, and that any man who had religious 
scruples might stay away. He still maintained that Sunday 
drills— except Church parades— should be stopped. Note the 
exception of “ Church parades,” which, as we know, add so 
much to the military efficiency of officers and men. Perhaps 
the Rev. Jedidiah would say that active service—engage
ments with the enemy— should be stopped on the Lord’s Day, 
oblivious of the fact that a number of decisive battles have 
been fought on that day, because they could hardly have been 
postponed. He says that what struck him was the matter- 
of-fact way in which the affair was reported— as if it were an 
everyday occurrence. He was very much exercised in his 
piind about it. His feeling was that there was already “ so 
much secularising of the Lord’s Day going on, and this 
seemed a decidedly fresh departure, that he wondered how it 
came about, and whose doing it was.”

The War Office, we can depend upon it, will now bestir 
itself and probe the matter to the bottom. It is just the sort 
of thing to suit the alert and energetic officials. Meanwhile 
the Rev. Jedidiah may go on his way rejoicing that he has 
done something to stem the tide of Sunday secularisation— 
and create disgust at silly sanctimonious interference.

Apparently under the impression that he was Judas, a 
Birmingham man named Thomas Jones committed suicide 
the other day by hanging himself. For some time past he 
had suffered from religious mania, stating that he had 
crucified Christ, and that he would have to be punished.

The Hon. W. G. Ewing, one of the chief officials of the 
Mother Church of Christian Science in Boston, states that 
the spread of Christian Science in Manchester has been 
greater than in any other city in the world. This is largely 
due to the fact that two daughters of the Earl of Dunmore 
have been conducting an active Christian Science Mission in 
Manchester during the last eighteen months. Aristocratic 
advocacy seems to have glossed over the absurdity of Mrs. 
Eddy’s mixture of science and faith.

Dr. Agar Beet, who appears to be in danger of being 
deposed from his position at the Richmond Wesleyan College 
because of heretical views, lectured the other Sunday on 
“ The Old Testament and Modern Thought.” He said the 
authorship of most of the books is unknown. He instanced 
the book of Daniel, and said that he did not believe that 
Daniel wrote it. Dr. John Clifford, writing on the opposi
tion to Dr. Beet, says he has lost all interest in heresy hunts. 
“ They are so stupid. To be sure, like the hunting of the 
stag, the fox, and the otter, they are not a li'.tle cruel ; but it 
is the ineffable stupidity of the exercise that astonishes me.” 
He thinks there is no swifter way of propagating what men 
call “ heresy” than to penalise it. The Bishop of Derry 
deprecates this treatment of Dr. Beet’s views, “ when real 
and serious heresies are in the air.”

Apropos of the recent official resurrection of the Apocrypha, 
the Literary World relates the following amusing incident: 
“ A search for the Apocrypha among the bookshops was 
recently made by a well-known writer. He tried one shop 
after another. ‘ Have you the Apocrypha ?’ he asked a lady

As an incitement to missionary effort in India, the Christian 
says it must be borne in mind that there is a counter-influence 
exercised by “ the torrents of infidel literature from the West 
with which the Eastern soil is saturated and flooded.” Worse 
still : “ The earnest student of Christianity who keeps aloof 
from Atheistic assertions is beset by another formidable 
danger.” The heathen, it seems, now proclaim, with erect 
heads, that “ their religion is just as good as the Christians . 
This terrible state of things is attributed by the Christian to 
“ the deteriorating effect of the Higher Criticism. Why 
should Hindus believe where the Christians doubt them
selves ?” Why, indeed ?

The subject of recreation was discussed at a recent arcln- 
diaconal conference at Wolverhampton. The majority of the 
clergy, as might be expected, were of opinion that there was 
far too much recreation indulged in, especially on Sundays- 
One clergyman, however, hinted that the clergy might with 
profit patronise the leading football grounds on Saturday 
afternoon. This moves a local paper to suggest that a cup 
final might supply a worthy inspiration for a Sunday morning 
sermon. It would be “ daring enough,” but “ none the less 
welcome.”

An Autolycus, with a taste for Scripture that would do 
credit to a city missionary, has been sentenced to three 
months’ imprisonment by the Birmingham magistrates 
for stealing a pair of boots. He seems to have perambu
lated the city with a bag which bore in ink on the outside 
the inscription, “ Luke xix., verse 10.” This text, on being 
turned up, was found to be : “ The Son of Man is come to seek 
and save that which is lost.” Why didn't he try the effect ot 
the Sermon on the Mount on a Christian tailor—ask for the 
gift of a coat, and see if the tradesman u'ould bestow it and 
throw an overcoat into the bargain ?

The Bishop of London is able to preach a long sermon. 
But he will have to cut it short at the Coronation. ‘ The time 
allowed him on that occasion is five minutes. It wmuld be a 
mercy if common folk, as well as royalty, had to suffer as 
little homily' at divine service. More music from the choir, 
and less prose from the pulpit, is generally a welcome change-

The Bishop of Durham and the Bishop of Bath and Wells 
determined to have a place in the Coronation show if possible- 
Accordingly they made a formal claim “ to support their 
Majesties at their Coronation,” and this has been allowed by 
the special Court of Claims. At this rate their Majesties wil* 
have plenty of support. We should not have thought so 
much was necessary. Still, if anything should go wrong, 
the Bishops will, indeed, be “ handy men,” for their prayers 
(of course) would soon set everything right again.

Rev. J. Nicholson Smith died suddenly whilst preaching 
the other Sunday night in a Salford chapel. Rev. James 
McTurk had a fatal stroke of apoplexy whilst presiding in 
Queen-street Church, Morley. A deacon named Alfred 
Stanley, of Walsall, has died from the effects of slipping 
down the steps of Queen-street Church, Burslem, when 
attending the Staffordshire Congregational Union meetings- 
What would have been said if, in one week, three firee- 
thought advocates had met with similar deaths at bree- 
thought meetings ?

During a recent thunderstorm Queen-street Church. 
Middlewick, was struck by lightning, and the roof damaged- 
The church at Pine-grove, Ontario, has been destroyed by 
fire. As these edifices had nothing to do with Freethought, 
there is no need to look for the finger of God, who is quite at 
liberty to do what he pleases with his own temples.

“ That great old tom-cat from Worcester” is the way 
which Canon Scott-Holland referred to the Bishop of Wor
cester at a recent meeting at which the Bishop himself prc" 
sided. - This startling description of the grave Dr. Gore 
requires some explanation. It was a meeting of the Christian 
Social Union, and Canon Scott-Holland reminded his hearers 
that they had come there to raise a prolonged howl through 
the night like cats on a roof. Then he said they had with 
them their “ great old tom cat from Worcester.” The audi
ence “ howled ” with laughter, but it is doubtful whether Dr- 
Gore quite relished the disrespectful though playful descrip
tion. Canon Scott-Holland is credited with some humor, 
but it is mostly of an elephantine order.

Common sense is born pure in the healthy human being. *- 
self-developed, and reveals itself by a resolute perception an 
recognition of w'hat is necessary and useful. Practical men 
and women avail themselves thereof with confidence. Who 
it is absent, both sexes consider anything that they may desir 
a necessity, and anything that gives them pleasure an objec 
of utility.— Goethe,
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Important Notice.
The business o f the Freethought Publishing- 

Company, including- the publication of the FREE
THINKER, is now carried on at No. 2 N ew castle
street, Farringdon-street, London, E.C.

Mr. Foote’s Engagements.
Sunday, May 25, 

.ondon, W , 7.30/ "
Athenaeum Hall, 73 Tottenham Court-road, 
Wesleyans and H ell; or, the New Heresy

To Correspondents.
Charles W a tts 's L ecturing  E ngagements.— June 1, Masonic 

^ all> Camberwell.— Address, 24 Carminia-road, Balham, Lon- 
don, S.W.

'-'• C ohen’s Lecturing  E ngagements.— May 25, afternoon, 
Victoria Park.— Address, 241 High-road, Leyton.

Lss Jay j3ee wr;tes : " i  am sorry to find that my verses have 
annoyed Mr. Dan Leno. As you say in your article, no insult 
was intended. On the contrary, I intended to be compli
mentary.”

p. Ball.—Y our cuttings are always very welcome.
U' H- L.— (1) Glad to have your second letter. Your sugges- 

’ 10ns are worth consideration, but we cannot take the matter 
llP at the present moment. It is of no use to attack such a big 
Enterprise in a haphazard way. Still, we do not think you will 
have to wait long. (2) We have not heard anything of Mr.
1 ouzeau Parris for several years.
•H arvey.— The Christian Evidence blackguard you refer to is 
difficult to deal with because of his very insignificance. He is 
really a lunatic, and by disposition a criminal lunatic. This 
disgusting brute belongs to a type that was commoner in the 
pd days when “ infidels ” were the open sport of Christian 

 ̂ barbarity.
T- Holland.— Much obliged for your trouble in the matter, 

Which we will deal with as soon as possible, probably next 
Week. Your pleasant letter is an encouragement.

•IAjibs Neate.— See “ Sugar Plums.” Pleased to hear that Mr. 
Cohen did so well in the debate, but it is a pity he had not a 
inenian worthier of his steel.
A Hold Elliot.— Will find room for it. Mr. Foote will doubt- 
®ss be able to take the platform as usual in the provinces when 

the summer is over—if it ever begins. We appreciate the 
sP*nt of your remarks on the other matter.
• C. Middleton.— (1) Glad to hear you were so amused at our 
rePly to Dan Leno, and note your opinion that " he will think 
■ low it was a pity he spoke. ’ Comic singers evidently are 
sensitive ; the characteristic is common to the theatrical and 
music-hall professions. (2) The subscription edition of Ingersoll 
We are advertising is very much better got-up than our Bible 
Romances, as it ought to be in view of the price. Of course, 
y°u can pay outright instead of monthly if you choose.
® National Secular Society’s office is at 2 Newcastle-street, 
Rrringdon-street, E.C., where all letters should be addressed 

p to Miss Vance.
eNds who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
irking the passages to which they wish us to call attention. 

cture Notices must reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon- 
treet, E.C., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be inserted. 

T\tERS Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to
2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

ERs for literature should be sent to the Freethought Pub- 
*shing Company. Limited. 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-

T street, E.C.
off; ^reetkinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing 

mce, post free, at the following rates, prepaid :— One year, 
°s. 6d.; half year, 5s. 3d.; three months, 2s. 8d.
LE of A d v er tisem e n ts:—Thirty words, is. 6d.; every sue 
eeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:— One inch, 

f "  b -̂i half column, £1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special terms
0r repetitions.

Sugar Plums.
re?oV t*le Conference is over the Athenaeum Hall will be 
'he pe,nedf°r Sunday evening meetings. Mr. Foote occupies 
..vv Platform this evening (May 25), taking for his subject 

esleyans and Hell ; or, the New Heresy Hunt.”

WeĤ 6 Ndtional Secular Society's Annual Conference was 
con • EJtt:®nded by delegates and visitors from the provinces, 
'Yorfd nn  ̂ l*le ffenera* state of things in the intellectual 
!]le u while the war is occupying public attention, and 
Lond retclled state of the weather for the time of the year, 
thin] °n suPP''ecI a goodly number of representative Free- 
tablpi6rS’ "There was also a fair assembly round the luncheon 
afte s at the Bedford Head Hotel between the morning and 
l10n.,no°.n sessions. Mr. Heaford performed the feat of going 

ad the way to Croydon for his meal. Mr. Watts, too,

was absent from the luncheon as well as the afternoon 
meeting. One or two country delegates left the Athenaeum 
Hall, unfortunately, before the luncheon tickets could be 
passed round to them. We hope they will understand that 
no sort of slight was intended. It was a sheer accident.

Miss Vance attended the Conference as the N. S. S. secretary. 
She was looking rather better, but her lameness was painful 
to witness. It is to be hoped the fine weather will come along 
soon and give her a chance. __ _

The debate between Mr. Cohen and the Rev. A. J. Waldron 
was successful from one point of view. The hall was 
crowded, and Mr. Cohen acquitted himself to the admiration 
of the Secular part of the audience, and also to that of a 
good number of the Christians who were present. Mr. 
Waldron bore himself as usual. His stock-in-trade consists 
chiefly of personalities and misrepresentations. We should 
be sorry to see Mr. Cohen debating with him again. To 
borrow a phrase from Gibbon, it is a sufficient humiliation 
to defeat such opponents.

We call attention once more to the special advertisement 
of our Ingersoll announcement in this week’s Freethinker. 
Several replies have been received, but more will be neces
sary if we are to go on with the enterprise. As the adver
tisement will have to be withdrawn shortly, we beg the 
“ saints” to look at it at once. They will never have 
another such opportunity of acquiring, on easy terms of 
purchase, the complete works of the noblest of modern 
Freethought orators.

Mr. W atts’s Apologia.
M r . W a tt s ’s letter could not be inserted in last week’s 
Freethinker. There was not room for it and my reply 
together. Unfortunately, in one way, there is a still 
greater lack of room in the present issue, owing to the 
space occupied by the report of the National Secular 
Society’s Conference. In another w ay this may not be 
unfortunate. It will give Mr. W atts one more oppor
tunity of explaining and justifying, or withdrawing, the 
vague charges he threw out against unspecified persons 
who were presumably his colleagues. W h at were the 
“ studied slights ”  and the “ supersession,” and who 
inflicted them ? W h at was the “ mischievous campaign ” 
directed against him, and who carried it on ? This will 
be his last opportunity. I will print his present letter 
next w eek— although, if I imitated his example, I 
should refuse it insertion, and decline to justify my 
statements. It will be accompanied by my reply, and 
that will end the matter, as far as I and the Freethinker 
are concerned. G. W . F oote.

Answers to Prayer.

Some strange things happen while people are praying for 
rain. At a little church in the near Sydney orchard country 
the rain service was concluded in unseemly fashion. A small 
dog strolled up the aisle and committed an outrage on the 
hat which belonged to the leading farmer and churchwarden 
of the district, the hat being just alongside the pew, but in 
the aisle. Whereupon the farmer scruffed the dog, took him 
outside and knocked his brains out on the fence, and then 
came back to pray. The organist, a daughter of said farmer, 
saw her father’s murderous act through the window, and 
fainted. And what with the dead dog, the insensible girl, 
the unseemly farmer, and the outrage to the hat, the congre
gation departed humiliated, but without rain.

In answer to prayer. Time, N.S.W . day of humiliation; 
place, a railway town near Sydney ; occasion, the combined 
service of the Church of England, Presbyterian, and Methodist 
congregations, asking that the Divine wrath be turned aside, 
in order that the earth might be replenished, and give forth
fruits for the use of men. Answer ; Rev. Joseph-----returned
to the parsonage to find that his second wife had in the 
interval presented him with twin daughters.

Re prayers for rain. A score of years ago, in a township 
near Bathurst, a large congregation held prayers for rain, 
and scarcely had they started for home when the drought 
broke. Some of the worshippers were so delighted that 
they inserted an advertisement in the local paper after this 
fashion

To Almighty God.
We, the undersigned, beg to return our thanks to God for so 

quickly answering our prayers for rain, last Sunday.
I. Blank.
B. Dash.

This settled the question as to whose prayers brought the 
rain, though all the other beastly sects had been supplicating 
also. Blank and Dash knew that “ our” prayers did it.

— Sydney Bulletin.
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N ational Secular Society.

REPORT OF ANNUAL CONFERENCE.

( Concluded from page 326.)
The balance-sheet being submitted,
Mr. T homas said the Birmingham Branch had not been 

supplied with copies, to which Miss V ance replied that there 
might have been some delay, but the sheets were posted, and 
probably arrived after the delegate had left. The President 
said that, as a matter of fact, he had only received the balance- 
sheet himself two or three days ago. The Secretary’s illness 
— she having been, he regretted to say, confined to her room, 
which she only left for the first time on Saturday— accounted 
for the delay. That was a sufficient reason, but the matter 
had nothing whatever to do with him, except in so far as it 
had to do with the members generally.

Mr. V ictor R oger moved the adoption of the balance- 
sheet.

Mr. Pegg drew attention to the amount of the donations 
contributed by the Branches to the General Fund. Man
chester had made a very fair contribution, but he was afraid 
that some of the other Branches had been rather neglectful 
of their duty in this respect.

The President did not think that they ought to be this 
year too severe upon anybody in the matter of contributions. 
Manchester generally took their collections when he (the 
President) happened to be lecturing there. Many Branches 
had no special lectures.

Mr. Pegg : Other Branches have the opportunity of selecting 
that time.

The President : There is no doubt that Manchester does 
its duty.

Mr. Pegg drew attention to the amount set down for the 
expenses of last year’s Conference.— The President explained 
that it included the costs incurred in connection with the 
evening meeting— advertising, printing, posting, hire of hall, 
etc. The Society had always paid the expenses of the 
evening meeting.

Mr. Pegg said there appeared to have been a'slight loss on 
the demonstrations.

The President replied that the demonstrations were worked 
very economically. Mr. Wilson furnished a brake gratui
tously, and he (the President) gave his services at all these 
demonstrations gratuitously. If they had had to pay Mr. 
Wilson and himself, the account would have had a different 
complexion.

Mr. Pegg said the provincial Branches, as a rule, gave 
their own outdoor lectures ; but it seemed to him that the 
Society generally had undertaken this work for the London 
Branches. He should imagine that it would be possible for 
some of the numerous London Branches to work the out
door propaganda themselves. Manchester, and, he thought, 
all the provincial Branches, had done that. It seemed to 
him to be a part of the work of the Branches, and not of the 
Executive ; and, as it meant a heavy expense on the Execu
tive, it left them nothing for the general work of the Society.

Mr. Silverstein (Bethnal Green) asked for information as 
to the item in regard to the N. S. S. Almanack, and Miss 
V ance replied, pointing out that there were still a number of 
copies in stock.

In reply to Mr. F. A. Davies (Camberwell), Miss V ance 
explained that the expenses of some of the speakers could not 
be fairly charged to the demonstration account, because these 
speakers were then fulfilling ordinary lecturing engagements.

Mr. Davies said there had been a loss on the outdoor lec
tures, and, however good the scheme might have seemed 
when it was initiated, it was not of the kind to be pursued in 
the future. The scheme he suggested was the old system 
that obtained in the time of Mr. Bradlaugh. If they were 
going to give help, the best thing was to give a little help, 
and leave the branches to do the rest themselves. If the 
people who were conducting branches knew that their 
expenses were ensured, they were not likely to make the 
same efforts to procure money as they might otherwise do.

The President pointed out that some of the stations covered 
by the Executive expenditure were stations which were not 
so fortunately situated as those of Camberwell. In some no 
collections could be made. That was so at Hyde Park and 
Regent’s Park. The maintenance of the Finsbury Park sta
tion had fallen upon the Executive.

Mr. Pegg said it seemed that some of the lecturers at the 
outdoor demonstrations were paid, and some were not.

Miss V ance replied that all the lecturers were paid except 
the President, who was not.

Mr. Pegg did not think it fair that one should be paid and 
another should not.

The President said that if he took payment for a meeting 
of that sort, he would have to run counter to his plan. He 
was quite satisfied to give his services at those meetings 
when he could, and he did not think that anybody had the 
right to fir.d fault with him. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. Pegg : I am finding fault with others for not following 
a good example. (Laughter.)

The P resident : Perhaps they cannot.

Mr.TnuRi.ow thought that all the work of the outdoorpropa- 
ganda should be under the guidance of the Executive itself. 
There seemed to a tendency in some directions to the riding of
one’s own little gee-gee. (A laugh.) He trusted, how-ever, that 
they would concentrate themselves on the special work of the 
movement, and leave outside things alone. He was talking 
to a gentleman who said he would be willing to subscribe n 
he W'ere assured that his financial support would be really 
and entirely devoted to anti-Christian work.

The President thought they could hardly bring a discus
sion of the whole work of the N. S. S. under the head of the 
balance-sheet.

Mr. Moss said that, with respect to outdoor work, he thought 
it was in the highest degree absurd to measure its value by 
merely financial results. (Hear, hear.) The proper measure 
of the value of this work was the number of converts they 
made— (applause)—and the jjw'ay in which they spread their 
ideas. (Applause.) In his judgment, speaking with twenty- 
five years’ experience of out-door advocacy, he thought that 
last year was a splendid success. (Renewed applause.) They 
addressed a large number of people, and there was more 
enthusiasm displayed than had been the case for many pre" 
vious years. The fact that they had not collected as much as 
the lecturers’ fees was an insignificant matter. Besides, as 
the President had pointed out, in a large number of cases 
there could be no collection at all, and in some places where 
lectures were delivered the people were extremely poor. 
Instead of pronouncing the scheme a failure, looked at m 
the proper light, it should be welcomed as a great success. 
(Applause.)

Mr. T iiurlow : I said it was a financial failure.
Mr. Moss : I am prepared to admit that it was not a 

financial success, and in that connection I think we might 
fairly look to our well-to-do friends for support, considering 
the results we achieve.

Mr. Coiien said he wanted to put a purely abstract point 
— were they running the N. S. S. simply to make a profit. 
(Hear, hear.) If they were, then they would turn up every 
station that did not give them a balance, and they would be 
justified in doing so. But if they were running it for propa
gandist purposes, they must be prepared to face a financial 
loss, which was simply an outlay. He never knew a liberal 
propaganda that was run at a profit. There were some 
stations at which it would be good policy to lose £ 3  hi a 
season. The N. S. S. had always been in debt as long as he 
had known it, and he supposed it ever would be. It existed 
to lose money, and the only question was whether they were 
losing it wisely or not.

The balance-sheet was then approved.

E lection of President.

Mr. Foote, as the retiring President, vacated the chair, 
which was taken by Mr. V ictor Roger.

Mr. Q uay, on behalf of the Finsbury Branch, moved the 
re-election of Mr. Foote.

Mr. Pegg said that, as one of the representatives from the 
provinces, he had the greatest pleasure in seconding the 
resolution. He did not need to say one word as to the fitness 
of Mr. Foote for the position, but he hoped he would continue 
to occupy it as long as ever he possessed health to do so. 
(Loud applause.)

Mr. V. R oger said he had intended a short time ago, when 
Mr. Foote was so ill, to move that he should have a rest f°r 
twelve months from the Presidency. He did not, however, 
feel inclined to move anything of the kind now that he baa 
the pleasure of seeing that Mr. Foote was getting so well. 
(Applause.)

The resolution w-as carried unanimously and with acclama
tion.

The President, who was warmly applauded, said : Friends 
— for that old-fashioned method of address is suitable f°r 
once during the Conference— I have, of course, to thank y°u 
for the unanimous way in which you have desired me to 
occupy the President’s chair, for another twelve months at 
any rate. Seriously, three months ago I wondered whether it 
would be possible for me to face the duties and responsibilities 
of the post, which, of course, is not exactly that of Prime 
Minister of the country, but nevertheless has its obligations 
and its preoccupations of mind, and its occasional worries. 
(Hear, hear.) But, fortunately, I have got my sleep back 
during the last ten or twelve days, and I am feeling in most 
respects a new man. (Loud applause.) I trust I shall be 
able to continue my work during the next twelve months, at 
least, without any break resulting from physical indisposition- 
And now- may I add just another word ? I am bound to say. 
when I look back over the propaganda of this Society, and 01 
the contingencies connected with it, that it is very doubtful if the 
decision which was arrived at in 1897 was a particularly w‘se 
one— I mean with regard to the organised propaganda of b ree' 
thought up and down the country. I am bound to say— allt: 
I think this is the opportunity for saying it— that, as far as I 
know, there never has, in spite of the money which has been 
spent, been any really effective extra propaganda up and down 
the country since that old Lecture Scheme of mine was 
dropped. Now, I do not for a moment mean to say that i 
intend to resuscitate it. I have no such intention or desire. 
I have already got enough to do, and, in running a scheme
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‘ke that, so many people get dissatisfied, and so many 

people express wild opinions of the persons running it, 
h t thinl5> f°r my own peace of mind, I am well out of 
“ • ‘ mention it for this reason— that we shall never have 
apy effective extra propaganda unless we centralise the 
etort. (Hear, hear.) O f course, a Branch can do its 
°,'vn Particular work in Manchester, Liverpool, Glasgow, or 
elsewhere ; but, when you come to extra work outside the 
ordinary operations of the Branches, what do you find ? 
Manchester holds its own, but the Manchester Branch will 

. ear me out when I say that it has still to make an effective 
pression upon that vast South Lancashire district, with its 

ive or six millions of people. Down at Glasgow the plan of 
ectures at Paisley, Greenock, Motherwell, and other places 
I hm easy reach of Glasgow, was commenced under that 

ecture Scheme, and carried on successfully. It was after- 
ards taken up by the Glasgow' Branch and lately dropped, 

0 “jat now there is next to no practically organised propa
ganda outside the city of Glasgow itself. I give these 
nstances to illustrate the situation. Unfortunately, that 

I nonaire udio is wanted does not come along. We 
lave fantastic offers on impossible conditions that never 
ring yS money or anything worth having, but I should 
joice if that millionaire came along who would give us an 
PPOrtunity of centralising our propaganda so that we might 
.I ~ UP a strong national Society in the country, and enable 

tne Branches—numerous, solid, and self-reliant— to carry 
a propaganda organised for them at first on central 

j  ®s- The millionaire does not come along, and money 
t Is no*ir°b m extravagantly. But this I ask the Society 

bear in mind. The President is not merely the Chair- 
oj.an of the Executive. He is supposed to be President 

an executive body, and is supposed to have certain, not 
T?arIy defined, but, nevertheless, tacitly understood, duties. 
p le .Conference, in electing officers, first of all elects the 

«»dent, and if the President between Conferences exercises 
tap 1 ‘n^uence3 he may have for the good of the Society, 
P <ln£.the monthly responsibility of conferring with the 
ali ecutive and the annual responsibility of conferring with 
th‘ 1 e rePresentatives of the Society at a Conference, I 

"k that, at least, judgment of his proceedings should be 
a L.rant—(hear, hear)—that he should not be credited with 
un ltrar‘ness and despotism because, without putting pressure 

others, he does the utmost he can to promote the work 
th i ??c!ety himself. (Hear, hear.) If I am treated with 
c at sPirit of toleration, it will be a great pleasure for me to 
p r.U. ¡orward w’hat I regard as the highest kind of work.

'tical, and a great deal of what is called social, work is 
th'60 suPerficîal, but in our cause we go to the roots of 
Wirt?8' ^  y°'J make people Freethinkers, it will be all over 

n the political and social impostures of the world. It is 
e r Primary task to make Freethinkers, and if you will 
baft®'6 heartily in that fight I promise you wherever the 

ttle wages I will try to be near the front. (Prolonged 
aPplause.)

Election of V ice-Presidents.

foltlr-.CHAPMAN (South Shields) moved the re-election of the 
¡owing vice-presidents nominated by the Executive E. 

C n ir’ ^ ona'd Black, Victor Cnarbonnel, C. Cohen, W. W. 
¡¡‘ns, J, p, Dewar, Léon Furnémont, T. Gorniot, John 

W- Heaford, Arthur B. Moss, J. Neate, J. Partridge, 
R'a ‘ >̂eac°ck, C. Pegg, William Pratt, E. W. Quay, J. H. 
v̂'URWay, Thomas Robertson, Victor Roger, F. Schaller, 

vy' £*• Spivey, H. J. Stace, Charles Steptoe, Joseph Symes, 
q, ' “ -Thompson, S. R. Thomson, T. J. Thurlow, John F. 
pPrnbull, J. Umpleby, Miss E. M. Vance, G. J. Warren, 

arles Watts, Frederick Wood, W. H. Wood. 
r> Silverstein moved, on behalf of the Bethnal Green 
den” ?)'1’ l< That Mr. C. G. Quinton be elected a vice-presi-

_ T hurlow seconded the resolution, which was sup- 
(v . u by the President, who said that no doubt Mr. 
Def n*°n>s name would have been mentioned by the Executive 
We°re kUt ^bat hints had been thrown out that the Executive 

J.e Packing the vice-presidencies, 
j. ‘ lr- T homas stated that the Birmingham Branch desired 

dominate Mr. Francis Neale as a vice-president, 
tl, li n°tice of this nomination had not been given in time, 

Standing Orders were suspended, 
se,*. ,  T homas then formally proposed, and Mr. Cohen 
u n ° . ed> the nomination of Mr. Neale, which was carried 
unanimously.
Me n rnot‘011 ° f  Mr. Bater, seconded by Mr. Pegg, 

„ss.rs- Warren and Thompson were elected auditors for the 
nsu‘ug year.

T he N. S. S. and tiie E ducation Q uestion.

the renPR?SIDENT formally moved, on behalf of the Executive, 
iSsue01 °^’iug resolution adopted by them “ That the N. S. S. 
subie *n cir.cu.late as widely as possible a manifesto on the 
With 0‘ .religious education in public elementary schools,
t‘culaS/>eCla* i e êrence to the new Education Bill, and par- 
caused bow *be Present difficulty has been chiefly
Priucil l̂e recreancy of Nonconformists to their professed 
gion ’> complete separation of the State from reli-

Mr. Pegg, in seconding the resolution, said it was eminently 
the work of the Executive to take this action. There could 
scarcely be an individual at this Conference who would not 
agree with the proposal.

Mr. Moss thought they had delayed the issue of such a 
manifesto rather too long in view of the fact that the second 
reading of the Bill had been passed. At all events, he was in 
favor of its issue even at this late hour, and he hoped the 
manifesto would be industriously circulated.

The President : As this proposal may involve the expendi
ture of a good deal of money, I think we did well to take the 
view of the Conference. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. Cohen said he hoped the Bill would be run through 
rapidly, and would give the clergy more power, for the weaker 
and more liberal it was the W'orse for those who represented 
the Secular cause. This circular was not against the B ill; 
it was upon the general question of secular education, and 
was a method of utilising the agitation to draw attention to 
that question, and, above all, to protest against the colossal 
hypocrisy that the Nonconformists were, as religious people, 
any more in favor of education than the Church people 
were, and to emphasise the fact that Nonconformists, equally 
with Church people, are only utilising the public schools for 
their own sectarian purposes.

The resolution was carried unanimously.
Mr. Cohen then moved the following resolution, of which 

he had given notice :— “ That this Conference is of opinion 
that the only wise and practical solution of the Education 
problem is to be found in the following four principles: 
namely, (1) Universal School Boards, (2) Free Education,
(3) Secular Education, and (4) Payment of cost exclusively 
from the national exchequer.” Mr. Cohen said he moved 
this resolution because he felt that the Secular party at the 
present time had not any particular practical working policy to 
put before the electorate, and he thought they should have one. 
No greater absurdity could exist than to support, on the one 
hand, a number of State schools, and on the other hand a 
number of so-called Voluntary schools—which were not 
Voluntary as a matter of fact, because they were supported 
by the State—to support these two sets of schools in open 
competition with each other. What they did was to check 
education as a whole. The great aim of the managers of 
Voluntary schools was to keep down the general standard of 
education, in order to make the support of their own schools 
easier. One way of smashing up the Voluntary schools, and 
preparing the road for secular education, would be by universal 
School Boards. When once the whole of the schools 
were placed under direct State control, the situation was 
simplified, and they had brought the issue in a much better 
form before the people, while they would be carrying on the 
education of the country in a more efficient manner. The 
next principle was that of free education, which seemed to 
follow on compulsory education. Free education served to 
break down certain distinctions in schools between children 
who paid and children who did not pay. As to secular educa
tion they were all agreed, and the only other point was the 
payment of the cost of education exclusively from the national 
exchequer. He submitted that the education of children in 
any given area was not a question of local importance only. 
It was a question of national importance and national 
concern. You could more effectively control the education of 
a chapel-ridden district when it was financially directed from 
the national exchequer. With all the forces of a general 
Parliament you would not get a petty parochial spirit as you 
did in a local Borough Council or the like. So that the 
payment from the national exchequer would very materially 
influence the whole question of secular education. These 
were the four points to which educationists were bound 
to come in the long run, and he was anxious to see the 
N. S. S. take the lead. (Applause.)

Mr. G. J. W arren seconded the resolution, which he 
regarded as indicating the best method of dealing with the 
question. Speaking from experience of a group of school- 
managers, he found that not only did the church parsons and 
the chapel parsons secure nomination, and therefore control 
of the schools, but they introduced others of their own way of 
thinking. In the group in which he was interested there were 
no fewer than four church parsons, who had also two church 
members with them, and no fewer than four Nonconformist 
parsons, who had two of their friends with them, and against 
them there were only Mr. Herbert Burrows and himself, so 
that the Conference could guess what a happy family they 
were at times. (Laughter.) He found that these persons, 
holding the views they did, devoted themselves mainly to 
thwarting the Board schools. Having the time to go into 
the schools, they gradually worked into them teachers who 
had been educated in their views. When they were got in in 
that way, it was hard for any other manager to upset their 
family arrangements.

Mr. G reevz F isher (Leeds) moved that the resolution 
commence with the words : “ That this Conlerence is of 
opinion that, on the assumption that it is the duty of the 
Government to provide for general education, the only wise,” 
6tC*

Mr. Cohen said it seemed to him that the Government was 
here and had control of education, and he was merely suggest
ing what was to be done in the present situation. He did not
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feel inclined to burden a practical resolution with an abstract 
assumption.

Mr. Heaford thought there was an undue loading of the 
resolution by the inclusion of the fourth item. He agreed 
that, in a general way, education was not merely a parochial 
affair, it was a national affair ; and so were sanitation and 
factory inspection, and a number of other items, the expenses 
of which were borne locally by the local unit.

At this point the Conference adjourned, many of the dele
gates, visitors, and other members, attending a luncheon 
provided at the Bedford Head Hotel, 234 Tottenham Court- 
road.

AFTERNOON SESSION.
At the afternoon session the discussion on the education 

resolution, moved by Mr. Cohen, was resumed.
Mr. Moss, in supporting the resolution, said that, as educa

tion was so important a matter, its cost ought to come out of 
the national exchequer. As the whole of the community was 
affected, the community should collectively defray the taxa
tion. While Freethinkers were in favor of free and secular 
education as a matter of principle, he thought that the educa
tion now given in the Board schools served their purpose as 
Freethinkers. The Bible was read in the Board schools, 
and as the classes were conducted by persons holding diver
gent views, it was likely to cause the children to think. It 
was a good thing for a child, who might become a Secularist, 
to be made acquainted with the Bible. If he (Mr. Moss) had 
not had a thorough drilling in the Bible, he might have grown 
up in absolute indifference. In propagating Freethought 
views advocates had a better chance of converting a person 
who knew something about the Bible and religion than those 
who had been brought up in indifference.

The President said this was a matter of so much impor
tance that he might just offer a word or two himself, especially 
on clause 4, which he should say was the only proper plan 
for Secularists, Radicals, Socialists, and others of the party 
of progress, to pursue. What was the fact at present ? The 
Voluntary schools were supported by a State grant to the 
extent of from seventy to ninety per cent, out of the con
solidated fund. The present system was a subvention of 
Voluntary schools and a handicapping of Board schools in 
the present competition. (Hear, hear.) Anyone supporting 
the existing state of things was a friend of the worst form of 
reaction. Free education was hardly worth discussing. 
Many years ago he went on a deputation from the Metro
politan Radical Federation to the London School Board. 
One of the members asked : Do you think that the pauper
ising of the people, by paying the cost of their school edu
cation, is a right and proper thing? He (Mr. Foote) replied 
immediately that if the education of a child cost, say, is. 6d. 
per week, and is. was already paid by the country, he failed 
to see how the pauperisation came in if the whole is. 6d. 
was paid by the country. The country did pay out of the 
rates for the education of all the children in the Board schools, 
and out of the consolidated fund for the education of nearly 
all the children in Voluntary schools. We must have universal 
School Boards. All the sinister interests in the country were 
helping the Voluntary schools in unfair competition with the 
Board schools. Room must be allowed for individuality, and 
the experiments that individuals made in education were some 
of the most valuable experiments— (hear, hear)—but let them 
make it at their own cost. If anyone wanted to send his child 
to a special school he had a right to do so, and no one had a 
right to prevent him ; but surely he was bound to provide 
that luxury of education at his own expense. As long as 
freedom was allowed to persons to set up a school at their 
own expense the principle of liberty was not violated. In 
France and Germany they had universal State schools. For 
his part, he was in favor of universal School Boards. Secular 
education was the proper principle, with payment out of the 
national exchequer. By no other means could they break 
down the subvention of Voluntary schools. (Applause )

Mr. Pegg said he could strongly confirm the contention in 
regard to the use the clericals made out of the rates in con
nection with the schools.

Mr. Cohen, replying on the discussion, said he was con
siderably surprised at some of Mr. Moss’s remarks. Having 
the Bible in the schools did give the clergy the initial 
advantage, and he did not think children were so apt to 
notice a divergence of dogmas as adults might do. He was 
surprised to find Mr. Moss supporting the present position as 
making for Secularism. What Secularists wanted taught in 
the schools were the ordinary facts on which all were agreed, 
without any speculations as to supernaturalism tacked on to 
them. (Applause.) Mr. Foote had pointed out the dis
advantage of the present position. As a matter of fact, we 
all paid through the national exchequer or the rates. It was 
simply a question whether one method of payment was not 
better than another. These four principles seemed to him to 
be the only ground on which they could unite all liberal- 
minded educationists in the country.

The resolution was carried with two dissentients.

N. S. S. Membership and Subscriptions.
The Conference then proceeded to discuss the report of the 

Executive Sub-Committee, in pursuance of the resolution passed

at the last Conference— “ upon the whole question of Branches, 
subscriptions, and membership, with a view to securing an 
increased revenue and a more satisfactory list of adherents.

(1) That personal or individual membership of the 
National Secular Society should be through the Central 
Executive.

(2) That the minimum subscription for such members 
should be 2s. fid. per year, payable direct to the General 
Secretary in London.

(3) That Branches, or local Secular Societies, should be 
affiliated to the N. S. S. on the following conditions :—

(a) There should be no specific payment per Branch 
or member for affiliation—but

(b) Each branch, or other affiliated body, should make 
two collections—as fair and even generous as possible— 
annually ; one for the N. S. S. Fund, and the other for the 
Benevolent Fund : each collection to be forwarded to the 
General Secretary in London within one week of its being 
taken up.

(c) Each Branch, or other affiliated body, should furnish 
the General Secretary with a complete list of its members, 
with full names and addresses.
(4) Every personal or individual member of the N. S. S. 

should be free to attend the Annual Conference and cast 
one vote.

(5) Branches, or other affiliated bodies, should be free to 
send one delegate each to the Annual Conference, will' 
power to cast one vote.

(6) The Central Executive should consist of the President, 
Vice-Presidents, and one representative from each Branch 
or affiliated body.

(7) Every representative of a Branch or other affiliated 
body on the Executive should be a bona fide member of the 
Branch or affiliated body he represents.

The P resident formally moved the propositions on behalf 
of 1 he Executive.

Mr. B a ter  seconded.
Mr. P egg  inquired as to the meaning of the first section. 

At the present moment every member of the Manchester 
Branch was at the same time by the act of joining the branch 
also a member of the N. S. S. If this first resolution were 
carried, would the members of the branch cease to be 
members of the General Society ?

The P r e s id e n t : The word “ individual” member is the 
word that occurs in the existing constitution. At present we 
have individual members and branch members. The major 
part of the income of the Society comes from individual 
members. There is nothing new added by the word “ indi
vidual.”

Mr. Pegg  : Then the membership would remain the same.
The P resident : A branch member is a branch member.
Mr. Pegg  : W ould each branch member have an individual 

vote ?
The President : He does now. You ask me whether 

individual members remain individual members, and branch 
members remain branch members. Whether branch repre
sentation should continue on its present basis, or should be 
altered, is another question that stands on its own legs- 
There is nothing here, except that the language covers the 
whole ground, that makes any alteration in individual or 
branch membership. The present financial nexus of a branch 
is the payment per member which we find it unable to obtain. 
In failing to obtain it we fail to get the list of members. 
The proposed alteration is to substitute for payment per 
branch member to the Executive a twofold collection—° ne 
for the General Fund and one for the Benevolent Fund. That 
is all that is proposed in the way of alteration of the existing 
connection between the branches and the Executive.

Mr. Cohen said he had to move on behalf of Glasgow a '1 
amendment to section 5, which would make it read »s 
follows : “ Branches or other affiliated bodies should be fred 
to send one delegate each to the Annual Conference, with 
power to cast one vote for each Branch member of the N. S. b> 
or for each qualified member.”

A delegate expressed the opinion that there was nothing t° 
prevent members coming to the Conference and voting as 
individual members against their own delegate.

The P resident said that would not be so in the case of a 
poll. In the case of a poll, the Branch delegate duly 
appointed would cast the vote for the whole of the Branch, 
and any single member of that Branch who should happen.t0 
be present would have no vote at all. His vote would be m- 
eluded.

Mr. Heaford inquired whether these proposed rules were 
in substitution or supplementary.

The President : They are like every resolution passed i'1 
Parliament—they alter all laws that they contradict.

Mr. T hurlow, as one of the sub-committee, confessed that 
originally he had been opposed to some of the recommenda
tions, but had since been convinced. Fie did not see any
thing in the rules of such a startling character as to make it 
appear that any great revolution was to be wrought, he 
individual members were those who substantially supporte- 
the Society. It was really time that country friends shoul 
disabuse their minds of the idea that the Executive was rob
ing in wealth. (Hear, hear, and laughter.) He though
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t'-'e new rules would conduce to the more successful carrying 
°n of local work.

M
the

r- Chapman (South Shields) said there was something in 
contention of the Manchester representative. In clause 2 

here was an instruction that the subscription should be sent 
cl irect to the General Secretary in London. That was a 
« i o n  of the membership of the Society.

Mr. Lye (Coventry) said there was some reason for Mr. 
e8i>’s inquiry whether branch membership coincided with 

general membership. According to clause 4, an individual 
'«ember might outvote a delegate unless the clause were 
added which had been moved by Mr. Cohen on behalf of 
Glasgow.

Mr. V ictor Roger pointed out to the delegates that this 
Report by the Executive sub-committee had never been 
¡.opted by the Executive yet. There had not been sufficient 
'me to discuss it. What discussion there had been was 
«tmctly antagonistic to it. It was brought hero crudely for 
!e Conference to discuss.

The President : It is stated on the Agenda that this is the 
« t  of the sub-committee.

Mr. Roger : I shall propose that the whole matter be 
Interred back to the Executive for further consideration. It 
r.as n°t been considered and discussed and adopted by the 
' xecutive. It is impossible for us to adopt, under such cir- 
umstances, a scheme which is an entire revolution in the 
ociety. We are asked by this sub-committee to jump over- 

.°ard> on the chance of finding life-buoys. There is a great 
, ^at can be said for and against the proposals. If the 

efne is carried I shall feel that I have been at the funeral 
inference of the N. S. S. It would drop into the hands of 

tl c 'nd*vMuals. If you leave it to a man to send 2s. 6d. to 
^ Secretary he will be constantly deferring it, and perhaps 
Ver do it. You would have a number of isolated Free- 

. 10ught Societies all over England. This has been proposed, 
Glow, with the best intentions ; but I think it would be 
■ ser to wait another twelve months.

1 e President : I claim the right to speak on this subject, 
jsMa to stand loyally by the sub-committee. If this discussion 
_ 10 he terminated by prophecy, it is simply counting the 
1 r°phets. Mr. Roger has prophesied in very dark language 

le iate of the N. S. S. in the immediate future if these pro- 
I °sals are carried. I think it might occur to Mr. Roger 

at there is a very simple way of answering a prophet, and 
to^-lS to ProPhesy the exact opposite. It might also occur 
. .him that there must be something odd in the idea that 

f ls sub-committee is so energetically zealous in preparing 
jp the funeral of the N. S. S. But it is not zealous for any- 

* *  ° f the kind. This committee did meet and discuss the 
g atter, having the figures which it had requested from the 

Cretary before it, and the end of the discussion was the 
"uiniunication to you of these recommendations. I am not 
Ware that there has been any serious consideration of the 

¡ atter outside. There seems to have been an extraordinary 
pSenuity manifested in misunderstanding these proposals.
, avi' has been raised in regard to the “ individual ” 
th°i er’ ^ut all this recommendation amounts to is 
be *JIe 'udi'udual member's minimum subscription shall 

raised from 2s. to 23. 6d. Is that a revolutionary 
.^°Posal that is going to lead to the burial of the N. S. S. 

the immediate future? At present the Branches are 
Pposed to pay to the Executive a subscription of is. 

e 1 oiember per year. But the greatest trouble has been 
the<]Untered ln obtaining is. per year from the members of 
Vo ,ranches. In addition to that, branches fall into arrear 
at 1 r,,ahter year until sometimes they are not qualified branches 
¡I a • We have thought that whatever we have gained in 
th»’ vvay we might make a present of to the branches for 

eir local work. Reference has been made to a change 
took place some years ago in the minimum sub-

to the
hiembo. 
}°u havi

ir
Whirl,
scr' • cool£ Place some years ago
mi 1?tl0n 1° this Society. My own view is that if you make a 
tn j,0111111 it is an invitation to people to keep near it. As 

voting, it is an extravagant impossibility that 
ers should come and outvote their delegate. All that 

*nd' • j Ve to d° 1S to point it out and demand a poll. As to 
e c u UaI members coming to the Conference and giving an 

'« v o t e  with each of the delegates, do not look at it theo- 
;n Ca°y as if it were a paper discussion, but look at the exist- 
and tate '■ bings. Our individual members are free to come 
bee Vo*:® at any Conference they please. To-day you have 
as • '.ot.lng as Branch delegates, and you have been voting 
Subndlvldoal members. So far, I have stood loyally by the 
p " j?rnmittee. I know you will always have, even inside a 
'vhi 1 ° Ught Society, some of the old conservative instinct, 
j Cl1 not only shrinks from changes, but dreads changes. 
It • n°t anxious that a decision should be arrived at now. 
anotl Pr°bably better that the matter should stand over for 
ar;s ler year, because of the misunderstanding which has 
d0nen' Rot I am satisfied that something will have to be 
a p ' R is said that the direction will fall into the hands of 
tiiTipV’ d'b-e direction is now forced upon the President every 
nut SOniething has to be done. If it is at all of a difficult 
t0 ,, 'W tbe resolution generally ends by saying, “ We leave it 
in ^  president.” I am quite willing to take my proper part

f0rMfr' V ictor Roger moved that the matter be referred back 
urther consideration.

Mr. Cohen withdrew the Glasgow amendment to clause 5.
Mr. H eaford seconded Mr. Roger’s amendment.
Mr. W arren said that next time probably they would have 

the printed constitution circulated side by side with the 
changes proposed. He thought it safer that a decision should 
be postponed.

The President : I have not the slightest objection to its 
going back.

The amendment referring the proposals back to the Execu
tive was then carried.

Mr. Cohen moved, on behalf of Glasgow, the following 
resolution :—“ That, in order to encourage small and 
struggling Freethought societies to affiliate with the N. S. S., 
and also to relieve, to some extent, those who have a difficulty 
in maintaining themselves, the annual contribution from 
Branches be reduced to sixpence per member.”

Mr. Pegg seconded.
Mr. Greevz F isher thought it should be referred to the 

next Conference ; but the motion was put as it stood, and 
was lost.

Geneva Freethought Congress.
Mr. K ernot, on behalf of the Battersea Branch, moved 

that a delegate be appointed to represent the Freethinkers of 
Great Britain at the Geneva Freethought Congress.

Mr. Roger stated that he and Mr. Wood would be attending 
the Congress, and would do so at their own expense.

Mr. H eaford stated that he too was going.
A resolution was moved by Mr. Heaford instructing the 

Executive to prepare reports for presentation to the Geneva 
Conference.

Mr. Roger, who seconded the resolution, said he did not 
think English Freethinkers should keep themselves so isolated 
from Freethought movements abroad. He mentioned inci
dentally that he had been informed by M. Victor Charbonnel 
that over 500 Freethinkers— i.e., constant subscribers to La 
Raison—had lost their lives in the terrible catastrophe at 
Martinique.

The resolution was carried unanimously.
The President, in closing the Conference, commented on 

its amicable character throughout, and expressed a hope 
that when they met next year they would have to record 
progress eclipsing anything upon which they had had to con
gratulate themselves in previous years.

EVENING MEETING.
The evening public meeting took place in the beautiful 

minor Queen’s Hall, which was crowded with a most intel
ligent, attentive, and sympathetic audience, including a con
siderable proportion of ladies. Mr. G. W. Foote took the 
chair as President. The other speakers were Messrs. Watts, 
Cohen, Moss, and Davies. They were all in particularly 
good form, and the meeting seemed to be having a remark
ably “ good tim e” from beginning to end. It was one of 
the most successful gatherings ever held in London. Even 
the collection (to be very practical) was an exceptionally good 
one.

Correspondence.

R E  “ TH E NATURE OF CONSCIENCE.”
TO  TH E EDITO R O F “ TH E FR EE TH IN K ER .”

S ir,— Mr. Lewin’s child is getting younger. It was six or 
seven years old a fortnight ago ; now it is only two or three. 
As already indicated, a three-year-old child simply reflects the 
opinions of its friends and relatives. If, however, Mr. Lewin 
thinks that the child has an intuitive knowledge of right 
and wrong, which may be corrupted by environment or 
education, then, logically, he ought to refer all questions of 
ethics to a child taken as young as possible, and so freest 
from the evil influences of environment. The savage, as the 
untutored child of nature, should also be our guide if we are 
to rely on moral intuition, for he should be free from cor
rupting influences.

Mr. Lewin does not appear to have paid any attention to 
the context of my remark that “ Every child is born into some 
community with certain moral ideas,” or he would have 
seen that it was the community— not the child— that had the 
ideas.

As to the association of moral sense with instinct, as this 
is admittedly “  indefinable,” it is obviously impossible to dis
cuss it. Chilperic,

Between two worlds life hovers like a star,
’Twixt night and morn, upon the horizon’s verge ; 

How little do we know that which we are !
How less what we may be ! The eternal surge 

O f time and tide rolls on, and bears afar 
Our bubbles : as the old burst, new emerge,

Lash’d from the foam of ages ; while the graves 
O f empires heave but like some passing waves.

—Byron.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, etc.

LONDON.
(Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday,

and be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sect on post card.)

T he Athen.seum Hall (73 Tottenham Court-road, W .) : 7.30, 
G. W. Foote, “ YVesleyans and H ell; or, the New Heresy-Hunt.”

West London Ethical Society (Kensington Town Hall, 
ante-room, first floor): 11.15, Stanton Coit, Fh.D., “ Time and 
Eternity."

South London Ethical Society (Surrey Masonic Hal!): 7, 
Stanton Coit, Ph.D., “ Is the Soul Immortal?”

K ingsland (Ridley-road) : 11.30, A lecture.
S tratford  (The Grove): 7, Mr. White.
Clerkenwell Green (Finsbury Branch N. S. S.) : 11.30, A lec

ture.
H yde Pa r k , near Marble Arch (West London Branch N. S. S.). 

Freethought literature on sale at all meetings. n.30, A 
lecture.

K ingsland (Ridley-road) ; 11.30, A. B. Moss,“ What do Chris
tians Believe?”

V ictoria Park  (Bethnal Green Branch N. S. S .) : 3.15, C. 
Cohen.

S unday S iiakspere S o ciety  (34 Red Lion-square): 6.30, 
The Taming of the Shrew ; with a paper by Mr. Blagg.

COUNTRY.
C hatham Secular S ociety  (Queea’s-road, New Bronipton): 

2.45, Sunday-school.
Glasgow (n o Brunswick-street) : June 1, Annual Excursion.
Liverpool (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square) : 7, J. Ross, “ A 

Materialist’s Conception of History.”
Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham- 

street): 7, G. Berrisford, “ Evolution and its Teaching.”
South Shields (Capt. Duncan’s Navigation Schools, Market

place) : 7, Conference Delegate's report and election of officers.

30s. LOUNGE SUITS. 

To Measure.

12s. 6d. “  BRADLAUGH” BOOTS. 

Black or Tan. All Sizes.

21s. PARCEL of Blankets, Sheets, 

Quilt, Curtains, and Tablecloth.

These are my Leading Lines, which 

cannot be touched for value.

In stout paper covers, is.; cloth, as.

THE

BOOK OF GOD
In the Light of the Higher Criticism.

W ith Special Reference to Dean Farrar’s New Apology.

B y G. W. F O O T E .

Contents:— Introduction— The Bible Canon— The Bible and 
Science —  Miracles and Witchcraft—  The Bible and Free- 
thought— Morals and Manners— Political and Social Progress 
— Inspiration— The Testimony of Jesus— The Bible and the 
Church of England— An Oriental Book— Fictitious Supremacy.

“I have read with great pleasure your Booh of God. You have 
shown with perfect clearness the absurdity of Dean Farrar’s posi
tion. I congratulate you on your book. It will do great good, 
because it is filled with the best of sense expressed with force and 
beauty.’ — Col. R. G. Ingersoll.

“ Mr. Foote is a good writer— as good as there is anywhere. 
He possesses an excellent literary style, and what he has to say 
on any subject is sure to be interesting and improving. His 
criticism of Dean Farrar's answers fully justifies the purpose for 
which it was written.”— Truthseeker (New York).

“ A volume we strongly recommend..... Ought to be in the hands
of every earnest and sincere inquirer.”— Reynolds's Newspaper.

London: The Freethought Publishing Company, Limited,
2 Newcastie-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

Ingersoll’s  Last Lecture.

“ W HAT IS RELIGION ?”
A n  Address delivetvd before the American Free Religions 

Association, at Boston, June 2, 1899,

P R I C E  T W O P E N C E .

London : The Freethought Publishing Company, Limited?
2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

FREETHINKERS, TRY THEM.
J. W. GOTT, 2 & 4 Union-street, Bradford.

T H E  B E ST BOOK
ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I BELIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PRACTICE 
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.

160 pages, with portrait and autograph, hound in cloth, gilt lettered' 
Price is., post free.

In order to bring the information within the reach of the poor, tbs 
most important parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of l}1 
pages at o n b  p e n n y ,  post free 2d, Copies of the pamphlet tof 
distribution is. a dozen post free. u

The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, says : “ M|’> 
Holmes’ pamphlet.„...is an almost unexceptional statement of tne
Neo-Malthusian theory and practice......and throughout appeals
to moral feeling......The special value of Mr. Holmes’s service to
the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human wen-being generally lS 
just his combination in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the 
physical and moral need for family limitation with a plain accoun 
of the means by which it can be secured, and an offer to all cotl‘ 
cerned of the requisites at the lowest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr- 
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very high terms. 

Orders should be sent to the author,

J. R. HOLMES. HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS-

The Safest and Mo3t Effectual Cure for Inflammation of 
the Eyes is

Thwaites’ Celandine Lotion.
Cures inflammation in a few hours. Neglected or badly doctore 
cases. 3 or 4 days is sufficient time to cure any case. For f ? r _ 
and Inflamed Eyelids. Nothing to equal the Lotion for D1® 
ness of Sight. Will remove Skin or Film that sometimes gr°'"  ̂
on the Eye. As the eye is one of the most sensitive organs 0 
the body, it needs the most careful treatment.

Cullpeper says in his Herbal Book that ix the virtues 
Celandine were generally known it would spoil the spectac 
makers’ trade. is. i^d. per bottle, with directions; by post *+ 
stamps.

G. THWAITES, Herbalist, 2 Church-row, Steektou-on-Tee3'
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The Twentieth Century Edition
OF THE

AGE OF REASON.
B y  T H O M A S  P A I N E .

WITH A BIOGRAPHICAL INTRODUCTION & ANNOTATIONS
By G. W. FOOTE,

And a Beautiful Portrait o f Paine,

IS S U E D  B Y  T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C IE T Y , L IM IT E D .

Printed in fine N ew  Type on Good Paper, and Published at the

Marvellously Low Price of Sixpence.
Postage of Single Copies, 2d.

T h e  FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING Co., Lt d ., 2 NEWCASTLE ST., FARRINGDON ST., E.C.

A CHANCE FOR BOOK-BUYERS. Works by the late R. G. Ingersoll.

Part I., C. Brad laugh. Part
p

Iiethinkers’ Text-Book, 
p, ■ ’ A. Besant. Two vols.
Te«, teps of the Past. J- M. W h e e le r .................
Th^canc' Israel. Jules Soury ... 
q • ? ceptics of the Old Testament. E. J. Dillon 
£ V n f-nd Nature of Secularism. G. J. Holyoake 
Bi.-fl a ist Reproduction. Karl Marx. Pub. 10 s. 6d. 
0,-:̂ -rap*1‘es of Wilkes and Cobbett 
Rel' ” ar>d Development of Christian Dogma. Tuthill 
ps ^10n *n the Heavens. Logan Mitchell

towards a Critical Method. J. M. Robertson, ist
Crii,t,on- Pub.7s.6d. ... .............................
The n of Christianity. G. W. Foote ...
Chri ,.aw.n,ng  Grey. (Vignette engravings.) J. H. Dell 
The Alanity and Evolution. A. B. Moss 
The n ad ° ld Book- G. W. Foote ...
Effect Vil's Pu'pit. Robert Taylor. 2 vols.
An- ,ua* Reform in Man and Society. H. Travis, M.D.
Evel ‘U lc Records. Rev. Dr. Giles .................
,\ T . - ° f  Christianity. C. Gill 
Gat;i'V Da)'s in Athens. J. M. Wheeler ...
’  1 e°  Galilei. ............. -  'Ja Karl Von Gehler

J. M. Wheeler. 

(Containing som

James Watson: A Memoir. W. J. Linton. (Scan-) 
('Sketch of Morality. M. Guyau 
cue and Mind. R. Lewies, M.D.
“ ‘“graphical Dictionary of Freethinkers.
p pub. 7s. 6d.................... „  "■
fourteen Orations. Colonel Ingcrsoll.

Pamphlets now out of print) ... 
f}an and God. J. M. A. Perot... 
natural Causation. C. E. Plumptre 
i,!e Agnostic Island. F. J. Gould 
“ stakes of Moses. Ingersoll ...
■ sestablish the Church. A. Besant

»amphiets by Charles Watts. Vol. I. ... .
Christianity and Secularism. Debate Foote and McCann 
v  , Blble and Evolution. A. B. Moss 

olney’s Ruins Df  Empires 
everal volumes of bound 1 

P ° L of Freethinker. 1899. Half-calt
“glish Life of Jesus. Thomas Scott1 aine’s M:.— " ....................

. - '“ms 01 c-mpires

. j^olumes of bound Pamphlets (lists sent), each

Tvir* jesus. inomas acou ... 
•iscellaneous Theological Works. (Paper)

6 : 
6 
6 
6 ! 
6 : 
9 ! 
3 ; 
9 j 

°6
6
3
o
6
0 I o I
0 ! 
6 ! 
o 
o 
6 ! 
o i

6 !
o
o
o
o
9 ! 
6
0 !

1 
6 
6 
3
6 !

All in

abi
Rood secondhand condition. When ordering,, ifi w* advis* 
to make an alternative selection, in case o f books being 

a'ready sold. Carriage paid on all parcels to the vaJoe of 2S. 6d. 
Address, Books, c/o F. P. Co., 2 Newcastle-street, F irringdon- 
Street> London, E.C.

, }  °-  BATES, Vegetarian Health Food Stores, 42 Victoria
H ealth Gloucester. (List one stamp.) Freethought and

h Literature always on sale.

Deal with a Freethinker.
(Shareholder Freethought Publishing Company, Limited.)

T he H ouse of D eath. 
Funeral Orations and Ad
dresses. is.

Mistakes of Moses, is. 
T he Devil. 6d. 
Superstition. 6d. 
Shakespeare. 6d.
T he Gods. 6d.
T he H oly Bible. 6d.
Reply to Gladstone. With 

an Introduction by G. W. 
Foote. 4d.

Rome or R eason ? A Reply 
to Cardinal Manning. 4d. 

Crimes against Criminals. 
3d.

Oration on W alt W hitman.
3d.

Oration on V oltaire. 3d. 
Abraham L incoln. 3d. 
Paine the Pioneer. 2d. 
Humanity’s Debt to T homas 

Paine. 2d.
E rnest R enan and Jesus 

Christ. 2d.
T hree Philanthropists. 2d. 
Love the Redeemer. 2d.
T he Ghosts. 3d.

W hat is Religion? 2d.
Is Suicide a Sin ? 2d.
Last W ords on Suicide. 2d. 
God and the State. 2d. 
Faith and Fact. Reply to 

Dr. Field. 2d.
God and Man. Second reply 

to Dr. Field. 2d.
T he D ying Creed. 2d.
T he L imits of T oleration. 

A Discussion with the Hon. 
F. D. Coudert and Gov. S. L. 
Woodford. 2d.

Household of Faith. 2d. 
Art and Morality. 2d.
Do I Blaspheme ? 2d. 
Social Salvation. 2d. 
Marriage and D ivorce. 2d. 
Skulls. 2d.
T he Great Mistake, id. 
L ive T opics, id.
Myth and Miracle, id. 
Real B lasphemy, id. 
Repairing the Idols, id. 
Christ and Miracles, id. 
Creeds and Spirituality, id. 
T he Christian R eligion. 3d.

London : The Freethought Publishing, Company, Limited, 
2 Newcastle-street, Farriogdon-street, E.C.

P E C U L I A R  P E O P L E .
A n Open Letter to Mr. Justice Wills.

On his sentencing T homas George Senior to four months’ 
Imprisonment with Hard Labor for Obeying the Bible by not 
calling in a Doctor to his Sick Child.

By G. W. FOOTE.
London : The Freethought Publishing Company, Limited,

2 Newcastle-street, Farrlngdon-s’reet, E.C.

Recently Published, 24 pp. in cover, price 3d. (with a valuable 
Appendix),

Spipitualism a Delusion: its Fallacies Exposed.
By CHARLES WATTS.

London : The Freethought Publishing Company, Limited,
2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C
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A UNIOUE OFFER.
A FREETHOUGHT LIBRARY FOR 1 0 s .!

The only Complete and authentic Edition of the late

COLONEL INGERSOLL’S WORKS
Is the D R E S D E N  Edition, published by and with the consent of his family.

This edition consists of twelve large octavo volumes, beautifully printed on special paper, in 
good type, magnificently illustrated with numerous Photogravures, Etchings, Plalf-tones, 
Facsimiles, on Japanese V ellum, with literary matter covering more than 7,000 Pages, and 
now being sold at 30 dollars (£6) per set. There are upwards of four hundred Articles, 
Lectures, Essays, Reports of Interviews, etc., on Theological, Political, Social, and Literary 
Subjects in this Edition, the larger portion of which is entirely unknown to English readers, 
and many of which now appear in print for the first time.

Many who would like to become the possessors of this collection of the writings of one 
of the greatest and most eloquent advocates of modern Freethought are deterred by 
the necessity of paying down the whole of the purchase money at once. This difficulty is 
now- removed by the Freethought P ublishing Company having made arrangements 
whereby the whole of the twelve volumes may be purchased on the instalment plan :—• 
10s. with order, the remainder of the purchase money to be paid in monthly instalments of 
a similar sum, the books to be delivered on payment of the preliminary 10s.

This offer holds good for a limited number of sets only, and can only be completed on 
condition that all of the sets for disposal are subscribed for immediately.

This offer will, therefore, be held open for a few weeks only, at the expiration of which 
time, if the response to this announcement is not satisfactory, it will be withdrawn.

The whole cost of the 12 volumes will be, including carriage,
£ 5  10s., or cash £5 .

As no orders will be executed unless a satisfactory response to this announcement i9 
received, all we require now is the names and addresses of intending subscribers.

REMEMBER!
(l) These books are to be obtained through the F reethought P ublishing Company only 
They are not to be obtained through ordinary booksellers, or through any other agency i11 
Great Britain. (2) The whole of the 12 volumes will be delivered at your door on payment 
of the first instalment of 10s. (3) The price is less than that for which they are being sold
by the American publishers. (4) This offer must be taken up at once if it is to be taken 
up at all.

Intending Subscribers m u st send  th eir nam es, en velop es m arked “ I ngersoll,” to  

THE FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING CO., L t d , ,  2 NEWCASTLE ST., FARRINGDON ST., E .C,

Printed and Published by T he Freethought Publishing Co  ̂Limited, 2 Newcastle-street, Fa fringe! on-street, London, E.C.


