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The Religious Crisis.
y ---■
Phr E !? n°thing remarkably striking or new in the 
tian̂ fe .' rehgi°us crisis”— at least, so far as Chris- 
tas'h IS concerned— f°r the history of that religion 
pr een from its very inception a series of crises. 
to th Ŵ 6n 's sa'd that Christ died on the Cross, 
its c 2 Present time, conflicts and alarms have marked 
rei j - reei/ But the crisis through which the Christian 
Hiatt °n Is now pussingf transcends in significance and 
that ‘‘tÛ e . t^e struggles of the past. If it be true 
req . c°ming events cast their shadows before,” it 
fete lrfS no Prophetic genius to foretell the ultimate 
v*tal't 0rt^0^0x Christianity. It lacks the inherent 
feke'  ̂vf° w*thstand the demands of modern thought. 
cJia °ther phases of superstition, it will continue to 
Will f lts lorms and lose its essential parts until it 

pr leaye not a rack behind.” 
of ^ thinkers are not alone in forming this estimate 
of ql Present (for orthodox believers) serious position 

for. no less an authority than Professor 
bef0reere''> of Berlin, stated recently, in a paper read 
other T. e International Council of Unitarian and 
Htp„ *jlheral Religious Thinkers and W orkers, held 

SSe* Hall, London*1 t, 1
is 11 *s an acknowledged fact that the Christian religion 
Kra Present: involved in a crisis which appears to be of 
pr„v.er nature, both in scope and in character, than any 
i;n V!°us conflict. In scope, because it is no longer con- 
ftre to l*le uPPer classes, but has seized hold of the 
tra masses ; and in character, because doubt and con- 
;,rc, lcfl°n have passed beyond the outworks of hier- 
hav 1C&̂ ahuses and patristic or scholastic dogmas, and 
Tliif '^yauked the very foundations of religious belief..
Hew

Th

mligious crisis of to-day rests on a combination of 
Sy , Scientific modes of thought with new social ideals, 

1 as has never presented itself before.”

e Professor admits that—

(level en biology presents man as the final fruit of along 
tile ,P,rnent from a primitive cell, it indisputably satisfies 
thanUll.ucrstanding with its search for causes far better 
the 11 le Huldish representation that God had moulded 

, breo.1,1111130 frame out of a clod, and blown into it the
He „75th °flife.”
?sse

bun 
at:

adds whatSertin some would term a saving clause by
a s_. ?  that, in addition to the material organisation, 
t̂eyCTltual principle” is needed; but he does not 

explain what this alleged principle is. He 
^  rna 'u* ** does not “  permit of experimental proof, 
r,ght to a 6’ c.0nsequently, rejected ; but science has no 
Pr°vinc deny *t.” O f course it has not. It is not the 
"feiejj ® > science either to affirm or deny that of
ejtC’aimsXper'enCe '<nows nothing. But the Professor

of d°cs it matter whether God created man out
to j  ‘"organic clod or out of a primitive cell destined 
PnojJu ei°P i"t° a thousand forms of life—whether lie 
the ti,, llrn in a single day or in the millenniums before 

Uj n‘an race first appeared on earth ?”
! ŝ this much : that the Bible teaches that man

It
tvas
abiout

ereat muen : tnat tne uioie teacnes m ai man
it s: ed 0ut " an inorganic clod in a single day ”

no‘;;.aix thousand years ago, ^ ^ ''^ ^ S fu IX u b te d  
pr0Qfld®nce of such creation, and si pp millions

V ,>« « " R o o t  r f o S r T h e  Professor himself 

oy his own fault ; while the tncory

exhibits him as issuing from the lowest animal condi
tions, and only rising amid prolonged and severe struggle 
for existence to higher stages of human civilisation. The 
whole course of history is thus reversed.”

The Professor next states a significant truism. He 
s a y s :—

“ Another important step has been taken by the religious 
consciousness with the aid of modern science. It is the 
axiom of physical science that every event in space and 
time stands under the absolute sovereignty of the law of 
causation. The chain of cause and effect, therefore, can 
never be interrupted by supernatural acts or ‘ miracles.” ’

Just so ; hence the fallacy of the Christian doctrines of 
the prayer of supplication and special providence. If, 
as Secularists believe, no “ supernatural acts ” can 
interfere with the law of causation, where is the utility 
of appealing to God in “ the hour of need ” ? Some of 
the most cherished words in the New Testament are 
those which tell the sincere believer that he has a Father 
in heaven who will answer prayer and grant solicited 
requests. Christ said : “ W hat things ye desire, when 
ye pray, believe that ye shall receive them, and ye shall 
havethem” (Mark xi.24). Whendangerthreatens,human 
skill is of more service than reliance on the Christian 
Providence ; and, when disease approaches, medical aid 
is of greater value than all the priestly supplications. 
Those whom science cannot save will surely die, despite 
thepromisesof Christ and thefaithof hisfollowers. When 
we see and hear of such sad catastrophes as explosions 
in mines, which deprive wives and children of their 
husbands and fathers ; of earthquakes engulfing dwel
lings with their inmates ; of avalanches suddenly sweep
ing all before them ; of floods devastating whole towns 
and sacrificing thousands of human lives ; and of ships 
wrecked at sea where no aid can reach them— when 
these appallingfchorrors overwhelm us with grief, how 
can we believe in the efficacy of prayer or the reality of 
an over-ruling Providence who could, but would not, 
prevent such heartrending calamities? The following 
noble and sympathetic appeal of Mirando to Prospero, 
on witnessing a shipwreck, should put to shame the 
Christian Deity, if he e x ist:—

If by your art, my dearest Father, you have 
Put the wild waters in this roar, allay them :
The sky it seems would pour down slinking pitch 
Hut that the sea, mounting to the welkin’s cheek,
Dashes the fire out. O, 1 have suffer'd 
With those that I saw suffer ! A brave vessel,
Who had no doubt some noble creatures in her,
Dashed all to pieces. O, the cry did knock 
Against my very heart ! Poor souls, they perished ;
Had I been any God of power I would 
Have sunk the sea within the earth, or e’er 
It should the good ship so have swallowed, and 
The freighting souls within her.

W hat the Professor says of “ the commanding influ
ence of Christ,” of “ redemption” through him, and 
his social achievement, savors more of the emotional 
pleader than of the accurate reasoner. It has been 
urged again and again in the columns of this journal 
that the boasted beneficial influence of Christ at 
the present day is simply a theological fiction. If 
it is not so, let some of the clerical readers of the 
Freethinker try to prove the statement false. W hat 
they say upon this subject shall have my earnest 
attention. But it will be necessary for them to give 
facts, not merely to state opinions. Four questions are 
submitted to these rev. gentlemen. (1) From what evils 
has Christ redeemed us ? (2) W hat social reforms did
he initiate ? (3) W hat physical science did he teach ?
(4) W here in this country to-day are his injunctions
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in operation ? It is quite time the masses had some
thing more tangible presented to them than stereotyped 
phrases and old orthodox assertions. The over-credulous 
believers have been too long misled by theological pre
tensions and traditional repetitions. Fortunately, one 
of the marked features of the religious crisis through 
which Christianity is now passing is a desire upon the 
part of thoughtful men and women to have proof for 
allegations made by the expounders of that faijh which 
is claimed to be based upon the New Testament. The 
truth of Volney’s words is more than ever recognised, 
that “ To believe without evidence and demonstration 
is an act of ignorance and folly.”

Professor Pileiderer by no means stands alone in his 
detection of the inroads of scepticism within the, religious 
fold. At the recent Wesleyan Methodist Conference at 
Newcastle a letter was read from the local bishop, in 
which he sa id : “ More and more Christian men are 
recognising that the real conflict is between the forces 
of our Lord Jesus Christ on the one side, and indifference, 
unbelief, and open sin on the other.” Dr. Davidson, 
the President of the Conference, also said :—

“ Many changes in thought had occurred during the 
life of most present. The creation of the world, the 
history of the world, evolution in its bearing on organic 
and inorganic matter, the reign of law in its bearing on 
miracles ; God, what he is ; his relation to mankind ; the 
Bible, sin—on many of these questions thought was very 
different now from that of old. Their literature was 
feeling the effects of this change, so was the teaching 
in their elementary schools. There was a growing rest
lessness of faith among women, and that was very serious, 
for it touched the very fountain-head of the life of the 
nation.”

Yes, it is true that “ many changes” have taken place 
in the realms of thought in reference to the very basic 
teachings of Christianity, and still further changes are 
going on. It is now exceedingly difficult to distinguish 
what the original faith really was, and ere long, as 
education in its truest sense increases, and independent 
thought still further advances, the primitive features of 
Christianity will have entirely disappeared, leaving only 
its name to indicate it from other decayed superstitions. 
W e are glad to see it acknowledged that there is a 
“ growing restlessness of faith among women.” As 
this increases, the stronghold of orthodoxy will have 
to yield, for its great support hitherto has been feminine 
emotion. W hen woman shakes off the shackles of 
theology, the machinations of the priests will be doomed.

C harles W a tts .

s
Sunday-Schools.

T here are Sunday-schools and Sunday-schools. One 
has nothing to say, for instance, against purely secular 
Sunday-schools, or such schools as the Sunday adult 
classes in Birmingham, where secular instruction is 
imparted. But the ordinary religious Sunday-schools—  
the church or chapel-schools, the creed-and-dogma 
teaching-traps for fledglings— what shall we say of 
them ?

I know what I have said of them when the recollec
tion has occurred to me of the Sunday-school I was sent 
to as a boy. I swear at that sort of school now, as I 
wished to swear at it then, being only prevented by the 
false notion that to use strong words of denunciation in 
regard to it would be a sin. At the present day I look 
back, and think the sin exists in the Sunday-school insti
tution itself rather than in the young rebellious spirit, 
who resents the wearisome religious rubbish and close 
confinement imposed upon him, and longs only for the 
time when he can rush out by the open door into free 
and fresh air.

O, the sickening stuff I was expected to learn, as they 
said, “ by heart.” .It meant a tax on the memory, but 
there was nothing that affected the heart or the under
standing. There were some silly old collects for the 
day that I was expected to repeat. I have read them 
several times since, and I feel a righteous sort of indig
nation that, as a trusting juvenile, I should have been 
so much imposed upon by my elders, who ought to have 
known better.

An old Church catechism book that I was drilled in 
to my intense disgust I remember still. I can smell

the horrid thing at the present moment. It ha j 
peculiar odor that belonged to the binding, but seen' 
to be associated with the text. Both the binding a” 
text were intensely disagreeable and distasteful, j . 
were long words in this book, such as “ Bapt'S 
Regeneration,” “ Justification by Faith,” “ Predesj^  
tion,” etc. I never understood them then. I alTI f  
I did not worry myself much about them at the 1 
Now, I know that the people who are responsible 
these terms do not know (according to their c r i1 
what they mean, and there are endless squabbles aS 
their application. This is where the boy, grown 0 > 
laughs. t|g

The verses of Scripture which were read out at^ e 
Sunday-school class were never really understood.  ̂
teacher did not understand them himself. How c0 _̂ 
he, poor man? I see his difficulties now, and can aPP  ̂
ciate them. Later knowledge explains his often-puzZ 
looks and doubtful, hesitating interpretations.

According to the Church Times,'1 the average Sunday;
chia1 

theschool is the weakest feature in the modern paro 
system.” There are many weak features a b o u t  

modern parochial system, the weakest often being | 
vicar or rector. But the fact that the Sunday-sc ^ 
system is on the decline need hardly be mention 
Statistics showing the falling-off and the accompany  ̂
clerical complaints have been reproduced from time 
time in these columns. They admit of no dispute- 
is probably the recognition of this fact that causes 
Church Times to publish a long editorial article on 
subject. It says : “ Too often the Sunday-schoolxS | 
to take its chance, is conducted with an almost 
lack of method, and is perhaps even less efficient ' _s 
than it was half a century ago.” The present wrl etj,e 
pleased to say that he does not remember wha j 
Church Sunday-school was half a century ago, ^  
accepts the assurance of the Church Times that u 3 
better then than now. Similar complaints as 
falling-off in numbers, both of teachers and sC 1̂°pis- 
and a general decline in efficiency, are made by 
senting Churches, too. . .

“ As you pass the door of the school a noise is a ” 
like that which proceeds from the Zoo at feeding t" 
These are the words of the Church Times in reS^r \̂e 
a typical school. They do not suggest a too âV jjjglt 
opinion of Sunday-schools on the part of that 
Church organ. But we must really give something 
follows :—  _ 1)as

“ Here is a young lady, whose religious educations 
been that usually given in fashionable boarding-bitted 
endeavoring to teach the creed to a class of s h a r p -endeavoring 
and irreverent children, wivho delight in asking all 
venient questions. Another ‘ teacher’ has aband°a ĝg\i
pretence of instruction in despair, and is r e a d i n g  brib'f. 
of fairy-tales to her class, in the desperate hope ot ^pl) 
them into comparative quiet. The boys’ room _lS 
a  pandemonium ; and the lady in charge of i t 1 
in tears. If only she could prevent Tommy from 
pins into Jack, and Bill from using the inkpots as n fill' 
she would feel that she would have discharged to  ̂  ̂
the duties of a Sunday-school teacher. As it 1 ’ c\oC*' 
conscious of failure, and looks imploringly at t ;ifl0tllCi 
to see if the dreadful hour is not over for 
week.” daT

The Church Times' description of a country pia/ 
school is hardly less favorable. Here, it says, t 1 0 ps
be less insubordination. “ The children s?e r0\ag? 
learning fairly quietly, but what are they *ea fift$  
Yes, what are they learning ? Let the Churc 
reply :—  ,

“ First, they have repeated the collect for the1 ^  p0r <tS, 
likely without the least comprehension of or ^ storic  ̂
meaning. Then some of the teachers ‘ tell the ĝ(tg 
others do make an effort to give some spir* 1 ^at 'L f  
the lesson, but the simple truth too often !ncapabln s 
themselves know so little that they arc quite 1 j,c b  
teaching others. The vicar does not attend,  ̂(¡m® 
satisfied himself by holding a teachers’ class germ 
time, at which he more often delivers a stjieirIeSS° to 
than gives his teachers any real material for t ctfc.p  
As to the fitness of the teachers, he , Cj ilUghteJ so 
inquire too closely. Since the squire s to 
volunteered to take a class, she must be a . no!®8* J; > t  
The important fact is, not that she haS ¡ncomPgv,e(i 
ledge of Christian dogma, and is absolute y . ter. 
as a teacher, but that she is the squire’s da. pot |a5l 1 
when the parish priest has found a .teaa ]ect bef 
unworthy of the name, that person will n h



August 18, 1901. THE FREETHINKER. 515
on the slightest of excuses. ‘ I shall be away next 
Sunday,’ she remarks casually, ‘ but it will be all righ t; 
Miss So-and-So will be staying at our house, and she 
can take my class.’ Whether her deputy has the slightest 
qualification for religious teaching is a point which she 
upes not pause to consider. Sometimes there are petty 
disputes and jealousies between the teachers. At others, 
when a definite course of instruction has been mapped 
°'fj: by the parish priest, one of the teachers deliberately 
wnl ignore it. Many of them spend no time at all in 
Preparing the lessons ; they undertake the work in a 
spirit of light-hearted responsibility, and as a kind of 
personal favor to the incumbent.”

s it surprising that the official figures of the Church 
ear-book show that the Sunday attendance steadily 

*n sP'1*;e &rowth of the population ?
e Wesleyan Conference recently had to deplore a 

urular falling-off, not only in the number of scholars, 
bu‘ the teaching-staff.
t- . *lat f  the object of Sunday-schools? Originally 

eir main purpose seems to have been to afford 
ementary instruction which should at least enable the 

' 0 ars> young or old, to read the Scriptures. Now,
?st °f this rudimentary work is done by the Board 

ino°° S’ .anc* so we have, added to the course of teach- 
ĥe inculcation of dogma and a considerable amount 

le^  'gious rubbish that the child has afterwards to un-

Sunday-schools, as they are evidently on the decline, 
th'  ̂We  ̂ ke left to drop out of existence. I do not say 
s s as a Freethinker, but rather as a Humanitarian— a 
yuipathiser with the rising generation, who have so 

a ,Dy demands made upon them by the Board-schools 
o other educational institutions during the week that 
g  ̂ought really to be free to play and frolic about on 
edu Sl I do not say that we are suffering from over- 

'«ion, but that there is a disposition to make it too 
P'cl- As to the absurd theological nonsense which is 

nv taught at Sunday-schools, the sooner that is 
Pped the better. F rancis N eale.

Thais,
It ¡, . . “ *
of j a nice question whether the historian or the man 
by efi-ers makes the better teacher, and it is one that is 
in J!° means easy to decide. The “ gradgrinds ” of the 
Hie î Ctua* world will doubtless swear by the “ facts ” of 
the hlstorian. forgetting that the materials with which 
0f novelist works are as veritable facts as are the lists 
h¡Stna.Iries> dates, places, and events with which the 
b0rnr,an fills his pages. Historic facts are, after all, 
var¡ human nature ; they are the outcome of its 
ciat¡ a strengths and weaknesses, and their right appre- 
sta °.n Is consequently dependent upon a correct under- 

jt .'nff of the life of which they are the expression. 
-̂Us‘1S at P °'nt that the man of letters, the novelist 

hijy. lnff that much-abused word in its higher sense— fits 
tie p  rat<onally into the order of things. He does not 
reJ ' n’ self down to the literal facts of history, for the
H?S°n that he is not primarily concerned with them. 
asp„Su°iect-matter consists rather in those passions or 
thi; . human nature which, whether taken in either. *r S1 tv*•» 1 _ . .« 1 fall .■  Slrnple or their complex form, are yet true of 
Dot /'j168 ar)d places. His concern with history is 
they •1,| the record of events as such, but only as 
depict Usti'ate the human feelings he is engaged in 
exact lnhr: The primary concern of the historian is the 
the n reci.tal of actual events ; the primary concern of 
actuai Ve lst *s to depict human nature, and to utilise 

g 0ti0ccurrences only so fur as they serve this purpose. 
turn  ̂ methods have their place and their value. W e 

âPPei° 1 ^  historian for a record of what actually 
videq h, on any given occasion, and expect him, pro- 
take f1U t'0es his work faithfully, to neither add to nor 
lose sir° rn these occurrences. But we are too apt to 
nantes g U âct that the men and women whose
veritab|I,ass before us in the pages of an historian are 
?a,T>e fe V men anc  ̂ women like ourselves, and that the 

6̂re tb c ‘Hffs that move us moved them likewise. It is 
enables' t le man letters lends a helping hand, and 
Cetlturie U*. to real*se that, separated by the gulf of 
rN  GrpS “ ° uffh we may be, the societies of old Rome 
j hal(jea ece> ot half-buried Egypt and of disentombed 
aat, ;n ’ Were composed of our flesh and blood, and 

Pite of differences of knowledge and of social

habits, the same fundamental instincts operated then 
tnat operate now.

It is in this manner that literature acts as a vitalising 
force, and makes the dry bones of the past instinct with 
life and feeling. It is true that one would not go to 
Fielding, or Smollett, or Thackeray, or Eliot, or even 
to Scott, for a quite trustworthy record of names, dates, 
or events ; but it is also true that, once we have settled 
these details, it is the magic of writers such as these 
that helps us to see the real materials by which history 
is made, just as, in other directions, one may acquire a 
better appreciation of human nature in its relation to 
actukl life from the pages of writers like Meredith or 
Hardy than from a bulky philosophical treatise.

If it is difficult for the average reader to adequately 
picture the human aspect of what we may call the 
normal periods of history, the difficulty becomes greater 
still where we have to deal with those strange waves of 
delusion, almost of insanity, that have from time to time 
swept over the world. In the pages of Gibbon and later 
wri' ers we read, for instance, of that epidemic of asceti
cism which forms such a curious and repulsive feature 
of early Christianity ; but how many of those who read 
properly realise the human aspect of the story? Not 
many, I fear. The story is read, not as the record 
of men and women who were torn away from social 
and domestic obligations, and condemned to the 
observance of sterile virtues and revolting customs, 
whereas under other conditions they might have 
played a serviceable part in the evolution of their 
kind, but rather as an account that is both strange 
and curious, but which has to do with a somewhat 
different order of beings to ourselves. W ere it pro
perly realised what this chapter in Christian history 
really means from the standpoint of race-development, 
the steady weeding out of those who were best fitted to 
perpetuate the race, the hardening of character and 
brutalising of mind consequent upon monkish practices, 
the destruction of all manliness of character, and the 
holding up of the servile qualities as the ideal for men 
and women to aspire to— were all this properly seen, 
indignation against historic Christianity might soon 
take the place of the current half-maudlin expressions 
concerning the benefits Christianity has conferred upon 
the world.

But what cannot always be achieved by the historian 
may more often be effected by the man of letters, and it 
is when one picks up a book like Flaubert’s Temptation 
of St. Antony, or such as the one now before me,* that 
it is realised that these monks and nuns, half demented 
though they might be, and bestialised as they might 
become through the force of their religious mania, were 
yet of our flesh and blood, whose worst features were 
often the result of their being in the grasp of an over
mastering religious delusion.

Although published in France over four years ago, 
Thais has only just made its appearance in the form of 
an English translation, and the excellent get-up of the 
volume— special hand-made paper, good type, and dainty 
binding— serves as a fitting introduction to the story 
itself. According to the monkish legend, Paphnutius 
was one of the monks of the Thebald, who, fired by the 
stories he had heard of the beauty and life of Thais, a 
celebrated Alexandrian courtesan and actress, called 
upon her disguised as an admirer, succeeded in con
vincing her of the evil of the life she was leading, 
and enrolled her as one of the numberless horde of 
ascetics whose only method of demonstrating their 
love to God was by making plain their intense hatred 
of everything decently human.

Upon this legend M. France has built his story. He 
has also followed, so far as the purely dramatic portion 
of the book is concerned, the play of Paphnucc, first 
published at the beginning of the sixteenth century, but 
attributed to a nun said to have lived some six centuries 
earlier. I do not find any acknowledgment of this, but 
the indebtedness is obvious. In the old play the motive 
was simple. It was the good Christian versus the wicked 
Pagan, with the latter rescued from an evil life by the 
insuperable goodness of the former, the whole serving 
as a groundwork for a glorification of the ascetic 
virtues. In Thais, it is almost needless to say to

* Thais. By Anatole France. (Carrington & Co., London and 
Paris.)
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those who know the writings of Anatole France, the 
simple machinery of Paphnuce is replaced by graceful 
wit and epigrammatic irony. Thais herself still remains 
a somewhat unconvincing character, but the monk ha£ 
undergone a complete transformation ; and beneath the 
surface of religious phrases we are shown, in a series of 
suggestive pictures, the real motives which lead to the 
resolve to “ convert” Thais, and also the revolt of one 
side of human nature against the trammels of a stupid 
theology.

The central theme of Thais, as with St. Antony, is 
the rising of the “ flesh ” against the “ spirit ” — to drop 
into theological jargon for a moment. In one sense, the 
two works may be regarded as complementary. In St. 
Antony we have in the main the struggle of the intellect 
against asceticism. In Thais this element is almost 
absen t; we see, instead, the struggle of a passion 
almost entirely, although largely unconsciously, sexual. 
This is portrayed without any of the fierce realism of 
Zola, but it is none the less clear on that account. A 
thousand little artistic touches— from the opening of the 
book, where it is the remembrance the monk carries of 
Thais as he knew her in his degenerate days, through 
the scene of his savage fury against those whom he 
discovers to have been her paramors, on to the last 
scene of all, where the news of her approaching decease 
gives rise to a burst of animal passions that breaks 
down the barriers of his ascetic training, and sends him 
hastening to the death-bed of his convert— make plain 
the nature of the conflict raging within him.

The three parts into which the work is divided, 
describing the absurd austerities of the monks and 
depicting the ingrained selfishness of the monastic life, 
give the occasion for a great many pieces of caustic 
satire at the expense, not merely of a particular 
theology, but of religious ideas generally. Notably is 
this the case in the description of the banquet scene, to 
which Paphnuce has gone in the hope of converting 
Thais. Paphnuce finds himself in the company of a 
number of Pagans, who satirise unmercifully his beliefs 
and his ideals. The following passage, in which Nicias, 
the philosopher, discusses the Christian Deity, will serve 
as a sample. Marcus, a follower of Arius, whom 
Paphnuce, as a disciple of Athanasius, dislikes even 
more than he does a downright unbeliever, is declaring 
that he believes “ in an only God, not begotten— the 
only Eternal, the origin of all things,” and Nicias 
breaks through the meaningless jargon by saying :—

“ We know, Marcus, that your God created the world. 
That must certainly have been a great crisis in his 
existence. He had already existed an eternity before He 
had made up His mind to it. But I must in justice 
confess that His situation was a most difficult one. He 
must continue inactive if He would remain perfect, and 
must act if He would prove to Himself His own exist
ence. You assure me that He decided to act. I am 
willing to believe you, although it was an unpardonable 
imprudence on the part of a perfect God.”

The “ p lo t” of M. France’s book need not detain us. 
It is far more of an essay in the form of a novel than a 
novel proper. The object is obviously not so much to 
tell a story as to enforce a lesson, and even to-day it 
cannot be truthfully said that the teaching indicated is 
superfluous. W e have not yet quite outgrown the 
Christian teaching that in some way we are pleasing 
God by treating innocent pleasures and natural functions 
as though they were sinful or degrading. In its worst 
form this teaching expressed itself in the practices that 
are portrayed in M. France’s book ; but the same 
influence is to be traced in the religious treatment of a 
day of rest, as in other matters of even greater moment. 
In the name of religion people were taught for centuries 
that everything natural was necessarily degrading; in 
the name of religion marriage was treated as a per
missible evil, and the family as an encumbrance to a 
godly life ; and in the name of religion man is still pre
vented from dealing with life in such a manner as would 
compel it to yield the greatest happiness and prosperity. 
If Thais does naught else, it at least enforces the lesson 
that it is the harmonious development of every aspect 
of human nature which constitutes perfect men and 
women ; that whoso stunts one portion necessarily 
injures the whole ; and that the evolution of a complete 
character can be achieved only by a proper recognition 
and appreciation of every function and faculty in the 
economy of human existence. C. C ohen. I

Christian Infamies.
A mong the attractions of the annual Fair at Boulogne 
is an exhibition of unique interest, a terrible souvenir of 
the Spanish Inquisition. It comprises the actual appl*' 
ances used by Holy Mother Church for the suppression 
of heretics. These instruments make a sickening col
lection, one that may possibly do harm ; but in that 
most Catholic city of Boulogne, where the photos d’ap^s 
nature in the shop windows repose on the same shell 
with crucifixes, and where the Calvary surmounting the 
cliffs looks down upon the Casino gambling-hell, it will 
certainly do much good.

The following items are selected from the catalogue
The Mask of Ignomy.— An iron arrangement weighing 

some thirty pounds. After a few hours the pain caused 
to the wearer became intolerable.

The Boot.— The victim was placed upon a chair, and 
one of his feet encased in this horrible contrivance, int° 
which was poured boiling oil or pitch.

The Thumbscrew.— Applied to those who were not 
sufficiently patient during their “ trial.”

The Nuremberg Hatchet.— Anyone menacing a priest 
with gesture of hand or foot had the offending member 
severed by this instrument.

L' Arrache-Langue.— A device for forcibly removing 
the tongues of those who spoke against ihe Inquisition-

The Spider.— Applied to women accused of suckling 
the children of heretics. Its object was to incapacitate 
them from further offence in this direction by violently 
tearing out their breasts. (Avoir les seins violemtnent 
arraches. )

The Bastille Pillory.— For those condemned to starve 
in the damp dungeons. To increase their suffering the 
choicest viands were placed before them.

Branding Iron.— To mark the bodies of those who 
refused to give to the Holy Office. Afterwards the)' 
were placed upon the Index. .

The Garrotte.— Used for strangling those who recante 
before going to the stake. That was the only grace the) 
could obtain.

The Pater Nosier.— An arrangement for applying 4 
the hands of those condemned to the auto-da-fe. 1 
held them together in the attitude of prayer.

The Brodequin.— An instrument for placing upon tne 
legs. When closed, the blunt points with which 
interior was furnished entered the tibia and cripp‘e 
the victim for life.

The Pear o f Anguish.— This was inserted in the
b.Vmouths of those who inconvenienced the Inquisitors ^  

their cries. By turning a screw the mouth coU -nl. 
indefinately distended, and articulation rendered 1 
possible. _ tl,e

Scrrc-Telc.— A band of iron placed around j  
victim’s head and then contracted. This was app 
to those who wrote or spoke against the Inquisition-^ 

These, and many other instruments of torture, 
exhibited, and their application is, in some ca 
illustrated with the aid of wax models. But this f 
not all. Separately enclosed in crystal caskets are 
terrible figures, the actual remains of tortured here  ̂
The only specimens of their kind, they were discov 
in 1861 in the Convent of San Domingo, at Me .f 
embedded in a wall thirteen feet thick. The w an t0 ^  
and the dryness of the place are supposed to acC 
for their wonderful preservation. They are, 10 at 
much better preserved than some of the mum11}’ ce 
the British Museum. The ample documentary eV'cc0^-
of genuineness with which these exhibits are 
panied is superfluous. To the observant eye no 

possitde. _ sight s
Assuredly here is one of the most terrible ° tj,e 

r jssible to witness. The contortion caused 
desperate struggles of these four victims, the b,»n'flesh' 
marks of the binding cords, the expression of the ^ oSt 
less faces, all make an ensemble at which ttie the 
intrepid imagination might recoil. In each c‘liq-j1e5e 
physique and cranial development are good- 30̂  
men were not degenerates ; they were thinkc 
fighters in their time. ying:

I can imagine the Protestant reading this, and J.torS 
‘ W hat has all this to do with me ? The In8 

were Catholics.”  oe vvh°
Such an objection could be made only by 0
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"new less of his Bible than of pulpit platitudes. For 
' cann°t be too often insisted that such villainies as 
. ese are the logical outcome of Christ’s reputed teach- 
ln? ! nay, more, they receive his absolute sanction.

lorture was commonly applied in Jesus’s time for the 
^ost trivial offences, and he gave it the sanction of his 
S1 ence; If he failed to rebuke its application in such 
cases, ¡s ¡t likely that he would condemn its use against 

ose whom he deemed the worst of malefactors? 
the Inquisitor might well reason in this wise : You 

ask me why I kill this man. In return, I might ask 
)°u why you kill a murderer. But Christ declared the 
apostle of infidelity to be far worse than a murderer.

hear not them which kill the body,” said he, “ but rather 
. ar them which are able to destroy both body and soul 
ln hell.” And again : “ If thy right hand offend thee, 

t A °ff and cast it from thee ; for it is profitable to 
ee that one of thy members should perish, and not 
at thy whole body should be cast into hell.” Would 

yoii have the Inquisition flout the express wishes of 
irist ? You ask me why I put heretics to the ques- 
°n' It is because I believe there is more joy in heaven 

. Ver one sinner that repenteth than in ninety-and-nine 
v f r  persons who need no repentance. W hat is the 

elfare of that poor body of his to the salvation of his 
^mortal soul ? If we put a hundred heretics to the 
jijrture» and one retracts his heresy, we are well repaid. 

?ce a single soul in the balance, and how many bodies 
¡nk you, can equal it ?

a 1 6 n̂cIu*s' tor might well reason in that wise, and 
' v|iole school of modern pulpiteers could not gainsay 

He could quote Scripture at every sentence of
him
lj arg'ument ; and, if they quoted Scripture against 
jj, > as they doubtless would, his authority would still

T̂h as Hie‘rs>
.ae. Christian, before he boasts of the power of 

"V anity, might remember the means of its propa- 
arr'°n> It might then occur to him that its power 
0̂ ues not so much the goodness of God as the savagery 
h0 trian- And he might even come to learn, if he were 
pr est and intelligent enough, that it is no more the 
pr̂ °&ative of his paltry creed to help the march of 
tbafress ^lan ^ e  fetishism of the South Sea Islands ;

. the march of progress will continue, steady, strong, 
the u Aimately triumphant ; and then, and not till then, 
anj Vary>ng dogmas which have always been reflections, 
°rb 'lever luminaries, will fade away before the brighter 
bef knowledge, like the waning of the distant worlds 

0re the monarch of them all.
E. R. W oodward.

Just what Jesus Did.
On'ly a
did", a.Very few people seem to realise how little Jesus 
the Ur'n£ his career 0,1 earth. O f course we speak on 
I-ulceUt” ° rity his four biographers— Matthew, Mark,
cantl ’ an.d John. No one can read buried history. W e 
ati(j °, d'fT through twenty centuries of human existence 
than v ‘an£e of oblivion to reality. If Jesus did more 

Is told in the New Testament, there is no way nowof
h)cid,!torin£ the broken statue of his life. Only a few
rn0reen,s ° f  his career are preserved, and these are 

t° r less under
actur i *s’ there was no real Jesus, and the manu- 
bat a Performances of the Gospel hero are not those

The . 0r jess under the suspicion of being fabrications. 
facturpU,th is> there
that cod performan................. __~r .......... .........

To f 16 h"orn human brain or human hand.
as Jesus is said to have done is to do the 

*t is a r 1 ®* The only explanation of a miracle is that 
\Ve a‘sehood. Truth did not write the four gospels. 

and \Ve‘l ~e examincd the so-called footprints of Jesus, 
Who m ' n  ̂ they were made by another person. 
eccles- a . e them nobody knows. There is a distinct 
Ĵ ent lca* atmosphere that surrounds the New Testa- 
*ar wr„a.rrative- It looks as though some interested

t i 1* f°Ur - 0Spels’ •• tthew <lS a soniewhat different story to tell from 
Sl> !y  thea«i2  .yet’ uP.°.n examination, we find it to be 
• AcCo ?̂ °ld tune with variations.
|nk. ^ “ nkr to Mark, Jesus began his career by preach- 
°>low "ext find him calling certain fishermen to 

lm ('• 20).

Next he cast an unclean spirit out of a man (i. 25).
He cured Simon’s wife’s mother of a fever (i. 31).
He healed divers diseases (i. 34).
He went into a solitary place to pray (i. 35).
He preached in all Galilee and cast out devils (i. 39).
He healed a leper ; probably the same fellow that 

Matthew reported (i. 41).
He forgave the sins of a palsied man and cured 

him of the palsy (ii. 5).
He went through the cornfields on the Sabbath 

(ii. 23).
He restored the withered hand of a man on the 

Sabbath day (iii. 5).
He ordained twelve men to go out as his disciples 

and heal as he healed (iii. 13-15).
He refused to see his mother and his brothers 

(M. 34)-
He taught parables, as in Matthew (iv.).
He rebuked the winds and calmed the sea with a 

word (iv. 39).
He repeated the miracle of sending devils into a herd 

of swine (v. 13).
He cured a sick girl by laying his hands upon her

(v- 23).
He restored the woman with an issue of blood for 

twelve years by allowing her to touch his clothes
(v. 34)- .

He raised up the sleeping daughter of the ruler of 
the synagogue’s house (v. 42).

He wrought the miracle of feeding five thousand 
men with five loaves and two fishes (vi. 41-44).

He walked upon the sea (vi. 48).
He cast the devil out of the daughter of a Greek 

woman (vii. 29).
He returned sound and speech to a deaf and dumb 

man (vii. 35).
He again repeated the miracle of feeding the multi

tude, this time with seven loaves and a few small fishes 
(viii. 1-9).

He gave sight to a blind man (viii. 25).
He rode into Jerusalem on an ass (xi. 11).
He drove out the money-changers from the temple 

(xi. 15). .
He cursed the fig tree (xi. 21).
He taught the people in parables (xii.).
He died on a cross (xv. 25).
He rose from the grave (xvi. 6).
He went up into heaven (xvi. 19).
There is little difference in the gospel-stories of 

Matthew and Mark. They agree in most essential 
points as to what Jesus did— that is, they repeat the 
current falsehoods in nearly the same language.

The same criticism which we made upon the incidents 
in the career of Jesus as reported by Matthew are 
equally applicable to the narrative of Mark.

1. Almost any man can preach, but most preaching 
does not amount to much.

2. W ho can cast out an unclean spirit ? W hat is an 
unclean spirit ? A spirit of any kind is a mystery.

3. Any doctor can cure fever.
4. Praying is such a common practice that there is 

nothing astonishing about it.
5. Anybody can pray, if they do not know any better ; 

but to imitate Jesus in this act would only be waste of 
time.

6. Healing lepers is “ easier said than done.”
7. Casting out devils to-day would tax the ingenuity 

of a Talmage.
8. Palsy may be cured, but not by saying: “ Thy sins 

be forgiven.”
9. It is easy to go through a field on Saturday, or on 

Sunday. Contempt for Sunday laws is almost a duty, 
and it is necessary at times even now to violate the 
statutes in order to assert human rights.

10. In refusing to see his mother and his brothers 
Jesus showed the kind of religion he taught.

11. Fishermen, and captains of ocean steamers, would 
be glad to possess the power to still the tempest and 
calm the sea with a word, or even with an oath.

12. The miracles of healing reported in the gospels do 
not help doctors to-day, and there is no chair of 
“ laying-on of hands ” at any of our universities.

13. Feeding crowds on nothing, or next to nothing, 
is a trick that would pay a good dividend at a Christian 
camp-meeting.
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14. Where is the man who can follow the steps 
Jesus on the water ? Can Sheldon ?

15. Cursing trees does not kill them in this age.
16. No human body imitates Jesus to-day by comi 

out of the grave.
17. W ho follows, not the steps of Jesus, but his flight 

through the air, as he went up into heaven ?
W e submit that in the acts of Jesus, as reported by 

Mark, there is little that man can follow, and little that 
would benefit him to follow.

— Boston Investigator.

A Freethought Christening.

“  M ildred  shall be thy name. May the blessings of liberty, of 
freedom in all thought and action, of purity of life, ever be 
thine. May no sorrow ever cross thy life, and may no man 
ever place before thy path an obstruction to the noble and 
natural cravings of your soul.” These were the words of 
baptism of little Mildred Vlcheck, the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank Vlcheck, of No. 26 Humboldt-street, yesterday 
afternoon. The words were not those of priest or preacher 
or orthodox creed, but of Mrs. Marie Rokusek, the president 
of the Vlastimila, a society of Bohemian women devoted to 
Freethought. The society is of national scope, and has both 
literary, social, and beneficial functions. In this city its 
membership is about 1,000, mostly of women who are com 
polled to work for a living, or whose husbands belong to the 
lower walks of life. In the Vlastimila is found nearly the 
whole of their mental and social lives, and as one of the 
members expresses it : “ Here we remember that we are 
women, and cherish the ideals of free womanhood.” No 
bar to Christians is placed in the constitution, but the rolls 
are composed almost entirely of those who have no Church 
affiliations.

After the regular meeting the society celebrated its first 
christening, if it could be so called. The child’s mother was 
a member of the order, and wished the society to give her 
first daughter a name. The ceremonies were simple, and at 
the same time most impressive, made so by the earnestness 
and pathos of the appeal to the parents by Mrs. Rokusek, 
who stands to the ideal society in the place of Moses to the 
children of Israel.

The parents of the child were seated before the president, 
while the babe was held before her by a sister of the mother, 
who promised to stand in the mother’s place, and rear the 
child in accordance with the teachings of the Vlastimila, 
should the mother die.

There were no symbols of faith in a hereafter, no 
prayers to a divinity. The child was given a kiss of love 
instead of a sprinkling of water ; a hope for a good life 
instead of a prayer for a future heaven. After the formal 
words quoted above, Mrs. Rokusek turned to the parents, 
and gave them words of advice as to the future training 
of the child. “ Never forget that you are Bohemians, 
and nourish within that child a reverence and a love for the 
native land of your ancestors. Teach it to speak the 
language, implant in it the love of liberty which led you and 
your parents to come to America. Keep ever before it as the 
guiding star of its life the ideal of purity of thought and 
the divinity of a moral life. Never, however, try to tie 
it to creeds which its soul cannot accept as the truth. Truth 
is something which everyone must determine for himself, and 
this is the reason why the child is baptised in Vlastimila 
rather than in some church. When the age of mature thought 
arrives, Mildred will not be hampered by vows made to-day 
that she shall be trained in some special creed. We leave her 
free to choose for herself her beliefs and the path which she 
shall follow in seeking the maturity of her soul. See to it 
that no act of yours ever interferes with the freedom in which 
she is to-day christened.”

The ceremony was concluded by placing a little golden 
chain, to which was attached a locket engraved with the 
word “ Vlasimila,” around the child’s neck. And a shower 
of kisses started the little maid on its career of Freethought. 

— Cleveland Plain Dealer, June 24

Religious evolution follows the course of social development. 
The first deity is a mother, as the first object of adoration 
was and is the mother’s breast. The recognition of elders 
and rulers on earth led to the homage paid to their spirits. 
From human rule was built up the hierarchy of heaven. 
When chieftains were established, chieftain gods were created, 
and these gods were at first only tribal. With the federation 
of tribes under one ruler came subordinate gods under a chief 
deity. Not till large monarchies were established, the rulers 
of which claimed to be king of kings and lord of lords, was 
any claim made for the sole rule of the sovereign of the skies. 
It was the large empires which paved the way for the so- 
called universal religions. Everywhere we see that the 
progress of religion followed that of society.—J. M. Wheeler.

Acid Drops.
T hat dear good man, the Bishop of London, we see by the 
newspapers, has left England for a two months’ holiday. 
This is not bad for an apostle of the gospel of “ blessed be ye 
poor.” In the hot, dusty streets of London the poor inhabi
tants are all sweating and many cursing. They must five 
where they work, however uncomfortable it is. The only 
two months’ holiday they are ever likely to get is in the work- 
house, or, if the worst comes to the worst, even in gaol. Ct 
course they are only7 the Jlock, and they must be thankful (it 
they can) for the smallest mercies. But it is very different 
with the shepherd. He leaves them nibbling at parched 
tufts, while he is off to fresh woods and pastures new. 
Perhaps he will spend a week or two in the cool, bracing aif 
of Norway ; then descend for ten days or so in Rhineland, 
and afterwards sun himself in sight of the blue waters of the 
Mediterranean. His magnificent salary will go on all tn° 
while; and for these two months, at any rate, the pilgn01 
Bishop of London will be one of the luckiest mortals on 
earth.

During this splendid holiday Bishop Ingram will meet al 
sorts and conditions of men—and of women too, for ajl ~‘c’e 
know. But it would be extremely awkward for him “ . 
happened to meet with Jesus Christ. The “ Master” told h's 
disciples to carry neither scrip nor purse. Bishop Ingram, 
however, takes something more than a scrip along with hum 
We guess he has a portmanteau and perhaps a travelling 
trunk. He has also a purse. You may be sure of tha • 
Yea, and a well-filled one—and a cheque-book behind m 
But if Jesus Christ turned up to meet Bishop Ingram 1 
would probably be as a tramp, with bare feet, ragffea 
raiment, and a generally unkempt appearance. And we dm 
say a miracle or two would be necessary to persuade the ric 
Bishop that this tramp was indeed his “ Master.” W e dare 
say, too, that it would take something still stronger to Pefj 
suade the tramp “ Master ” that the rich Bishop was one 0 
his disciples.

While the Bishop of London is on his holiday— that is ^ 
say, for a sixth part of one whole blessed year— the people 
London will have to do without his soul-saving ministration • 
As far as he is concerned, they arc all left free to dance alon” 
the primrose path to the everlasting bonfire. Some hundre 
of them may go to hell in his absence. In these circuit 
stances, such a long holiday bespeaks a very callous lien • 
But the circumstances are, of course, only imaginary. 1 ,t 
Bishop doesn’t believe that nonsense, and his flock don 
believe it. They only make-believe it. So lie goes 
with an easy conscience, and they bear his absence w*.. 
tolerable equanimity. Indeed, if he never returned at a 
they would probably not be inconsolable.

away
with
all.

stol
lmvf,
eks-

Here is another holiday clerical. “ The Dean of Bri* 
and Mrs. Pigou,” we read, “ who spent June at Spa 
taken a house at Morthoe, near Ilfracombe, for a few week-” 
Happy couple 1 They find the truth of the inspired textntn„,i 
godliness is great gain. For our part, we don’t blame 
Pigou. Lots of men would take his job for the s a m e  c 
sideration. Many of them, in fact, would preach sidciw'L 
or upside down for his salary. We blame the fools who a 
the money for these priestly parasites.

Dean Gregory, of St. Paul’s, has also left L o n d o n  
several weeks. The Cathedral remains behind, 
two it is the more handsome and valuable.

for
And of

Clericals are to be found in abundance at the Prllli .̂itli 
English watering-places. Bath, for instance, s w a r m s  
parsons and rich widows— who often meet.

The Daily Mail, through the pen of W. Holt Whitc^b^
what we suppose was meant to be a thrilling account o ^  
obsequies of the late Empress Frederick. To our taste 
simply “ high falutin’.” One might almost imagine ton 
Holy Ghost was being churched before burial, and tha 
Almighty himself was the chief mourner ; so thickly “ 0 ®. ^  
White lay the “ royal ” and “ imperial ” flattery on the '  
and his dead mother.

Canon Shore’s funeral sermon on the Empress “ ¡1
at Homburg, is described by this same reporter as ‘1 ^  ¡n- 
revelation but, if it was so, the report does it ĵj îti011 
justice. The following bit may be a revelation—a rcrerparl{' 
of human folly : “ Before the close the preacher told a ( the 
able incident which happened during the last momen - n>ir> 
Kaiserin. As he sat by the bedside with the window 1̂  t|,cft 
flew a white butterfly. It lighted lightly on the bed, * .j  tl>e 
flew out of the window heavenwards. It might.
Canon, have been the Empress's soul.

Now, what in the name of wonder is there rema
rkable in ‘
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while butterfly ? Are they not as common as blackberries ? 
A butterfly in summer is a perfectly natural phenomenon, and 
jt often flies in by mistake through an open window. Had it 
been a butterfly in December it would have been worth writing 
about. But a butterfly in August! Why, it takes a Chris
tian bump of wonder to find a special significance in such an 
ordinary incident.

Are all these folks to be debarred from pleasant outings for 
the sake of the comparatively small number of employees who 
are necessarily engaged, but who may take their holiday on 
another day ? If they are not allowed a compensatory “ day 
off,” then the Sunday Companion should go for the railway or 
tram or steamboat companies who refuse it. That is the 
obvious solution of the whole matter.

h 'at nonsense to suggest that this white butterfly might 
as' e been the Empress’s soul! It might have been excusable 

<l.I?lece °f poetical fiction. But fancy a preacher seriously 
^orking off such stuff from the pulpit in the twentieth century ! 
i .n. , e whole, it does not seem that Canon Shore is very 
ijgnly gifted himself in the matter of “ soul.” Indeed, if this 
he*1 samP*e °f his preaching powers, we should say that 
asylu 4 kc accommodatod w*th the chaplaincy of a lunatic

H.% nor Crispi died at last in peace vvithout a word spoken, 
an] | u&hter and his wife were induced to leave the room, 
ar ae expired in the presence of two of his old comrades in 
jfms °f i860, the Duke of Vcrdura and Senator Damiani. 
■ lie 'fas.never a coward, anyhow ; and, if there is any settle- 

nt with God to go through, he will probably stand up like 
11311 and plead his own case for what it is worth.

¡nSlgnor Crispi’s wife plagued him to Iiave a priest brought 
“ his death-chamber, but he refused, and said he would 

enle with God himself.”

in ^ -ls reported that Crispi died comparatively poor, 
am Ŝ lte th° scandalous stories of the wealth he had 
bis lSS-Ĉ  .ky plundering the Italian nation. Ilis library was 
si Princpal property. He had been collecting it for over 

years, and he leaves it to the town of Palermo. It is 
m to be worth ¿'40,000. ___

Sec*’ has now been authoritatively decided by the Home 
n o tary  that it is illegal to charge ecclesiastical monu- 
l êc’ i *"ecs 111 **lc unconsecrated parts of cemeteries, 
sudftoy a Suffolk Free Cliurch minister complained of 
in an exaction to the Home Secretary, who replied that 
in "COnsecratcd ground no minister is entitled to any fees 
serv; sl)cct °f interments, except such as are duly fixed for 
be ren<Jcred, and the vicar is entitled to a fee only when 

0llducts the funeral service himself or by his deputy.

Poo!? Cxtract the above from the Christian World. Why 
CJ«,should patiently and uncomplainingly submit to these 
as(0 . exactions has always been a puzzle. It is especially 
resi ‘shing that Dissenters do not make a more determined 
cliiri ,l,nce 1:0 the demands which seem to be dictated solely by 

lcal greed. ___

I'h^  ’s> we learn, says the Daily News, quite a scare 
(l<tn £ the worshippers at St. Paul’s by reason of the 
0ne |°.Us tunnelling contemplated near the foundations. 
> e  °tii„Clty .caretaker> who has attended on Sunday for 
^n°th 'an k>tty  ycars> refuses now to cross the threshold. 
Hill I «^‘derly lady was heard to say to a friend on Ludgate 

Ho, my dear, let us go to some really safe church !”

°ut u Herbert Williams, in a letter to the Times, points 
huni e utter unreliability of pretended relics in the shape of 
thu j-\n bones. “ For example,” he says, “ this week brings 
ProtoC'lst-day of the finding of the body of St. Stephen, the 
¡Or e '^ t y r ,  for which there is not a whit more proof than 
°f tw o?°al Vaughan's find. 1 recollect a story somewhere 
bead i°.Wns miles apart claiming each to be possessor of the 
Janus° yUppose) St. John the Baptist, as if he were another 
bolj I I?ut> on one reliquary being opened, it was found to 
■ hear,: * a skull. To the historical student relics have no 

nine or interest.”

¿ ; vHort°n’ after reviewing his ministry for the last 
titties; îTlrs’ paints a depressing picture of the present 
f U|rib’ He admits that there is a comparatively small 
fal|in of churchgoers in London. He attributes the
le says ° „ , to the advent of the bicycle. “ For the bicycle,” 

yourifV ’ "as become the religion of many a young man and 
afe Oman.” And perhaps the young men and women 
K aratiner as- 'Yed employed in taking a healthful and ex- 
“y Dr r}sPin into the country as in listening to a discourse 

Hid ni ° r,ton- There are hygienic reasons why cycling 
ja(e a c°t be decried, and rational people nowadays don’t 
\ ’? sum • "‘bout any suggested sin of cycling on Sunday. 
0tlient. CICnt dlat that day usually happens to be most con-

anion is a silly paper. It presents in its
r Jjtos an ? a torked-lightning kind of illustration of Sunday 
'<U<?bisli aj, trams and steamboats, with some letter-press 
ana^batl, °iUt dlc number of employees who arc engaged in 

3 boats esecration.” But it makes the trains and trains 
rammed with people, and the obvious question is :

As a matter of fact, Monday is a far better day for real rest 
and recreation than Sunday. Therefore, we see no hardship, 
but an advantage, to these traffic employees in working on the 
blessed so-called Sabbath.

The New York Nation, reviewing the Encyclopedia Bihlica 
(vol. ii.), says : “ It remains to note some of the articles of 
most outstanding importance. High among these must come 
that on the gospels by E. A. Abbot and P. W. Schmiedel. It 
is by far the longest, running to 134 columns, and could not 
easily be overpraised as an elaborate development of a certain 
position. Of course that position is most extreme, even from
the standpoint of an anti-supernaturalist...... The drift of the
whole is unmistakeable, and it helps us far into the light as 
to the ultimate outcome of the extreme critical school. How 
such scholars as Professors Davidson, Driver, and G. A. 
Smith feel themselves in their present company must remain 
dubious. But the path before Dr. Cheyne and his confreres is 
clear. The Protestant doctrine of Scripture is for them utterly 
shattered ; no fine fence over the word ‘ inspiration ’ can help 
them. For a positive religious attitude they have no basis left, 
except authority.”

Continuing, the New York Nation says: “ The figure of 
Jesus fades into a misty uncertainty like that of Apollonius of 
Tyana, and we shall soon be back at a point where Blount's 
seventeenth-century comparison between the Gospels and 
Philostratus’s life of the same Apollonius will again have 
weight. Under these conditions the Church of Rome will 
undoubtedly draw many into its shelter, and others will 
soothe themselves with vague phrases and mystical aspira
tions. For those who hold, however broadly, to an historical 
revelation it is now time to face a crisis.”

Yes, there is indeed a crisis. The criticism has been trans
ferred from the Old Testament to the New, and, from the 
orthodox point of view, terrible havoc has been worked. 
Meanwhile the Lord is engaged in counting the hairs on our 
heads and watching the sparrows as they fall.

A minister, who has just returned from the East, says that 
the women of Nicma, the place from which the Nicene Creed 
is said to have proceeded, have a curious method of knowing 
when an egg is boiled to their liking. When they put it on 
to boil they immediately begin to recite the Nicene Creed, and 
when they have gone through this the egg is considered to 
be cooked. The notion is quaint, if not unique. But an old 
sand-glass would serve very much better.

One of the severest things ever said touching the tendency 
to preach courses of sermo.ns on strange themes is credited 
to the late Dr. Storrs. He is said to have most heartily 
despised a scries of sermons based on verbal catchwords, and 
had no patience with a scries on the animals of the Bible or 
the llowers of the Bible. On one occasion he humorously 
expressed his wonder that the asses of the Bible had not been 
chosen as a series. “ There was Balaam’s ass, which was a 
belter orator than his master. There was Job's wild ass, that 
was sent out free, and the ass on which our Lord rode.” He 
added that, if the number were not sufficient for a long series, 
the preacher might add an autobiographical sketch !

Dr. John Watson (Ian Maclaren) made a witty remark 
against prosy sermons the other day at a ministers’ meeting. 
A ministerial friend was talking to a member of his congre
gation about the state of his health. “ I am terribly troubled 
with insomnia,” he said. “ I lie awake at night, hour after 
hour, thinking about my sermons." “ Indeed !” replied the 
listener. “ Why don’t you get up and read portions of 
them ?” ___

The Jewish Year-Book for 1900 states that there were in 
the world at that time 11,210,415 Jews; that of these
9.000. 000 and a few more are to he found in Europe, about
6.000. 000 of them being found in the Kingdom of Russia, 
2,100,000 under the Austro-Hungarian Kingdom, and 600,000 
in the German Empire. All these are descendants of the 
people amongst whom Christ is said to have appeared, and 
who were best able to judge of his pretensions. These 
descendants exhibit their traditional and absolute unbelief 
by rejecting the New Testament.

A Highland clergyman, whose sympathies were not, as a 
rule, on the side of the poor and needy, one Jay met his 
match in the person of a poor farmer lad, to whom he had
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conceived an ill-disguised dislike. The lad was the only son 
and chief support of his mother, a poor widow, and was in 
the habit of receiving a strong suit of fustian clothes annually 
from the parish by way of relief. One day, when the minister 
was out enjoying a drive in his handsome carriage, he observed 
the young husbandman, who was engaged in driving a herd 
of sheep along the high-road, and was wearing his latest 
brand new suit of clothes, of which the cleric weli knew the 
source. Anxious to humble and mortify the youthful 
shepherd, he caused his coachman to stop, when he addressed 
the lad, saying : “ Well, my boy, who gave you that splendid 
new suit of clothes?” “ Oh,” was the quick and cutting 
retort—“ oh, just those who gave you yours— the parish 1”

A well-known clergyman in Yorkshire recently had a very 
elaborate and highly-colored stained-glass window put into 
his church, representing incidents that are supposed to have 
transpired at the birth of Jesus, the subject being taken from 
the hymn beginning, “ While shepherds watched their flocks 
by night.” Some parishioners, passing by, walked in to see 
the new window, when one of them suddenly exclaimed : 
“ Why, noo, I’s sure it’s a real bonnie window, an’ us cheps 
is aalwis lamin’ something new, for, bless me, I didn’t knaw 
that thor was magenta cows i' the time of oor Savior !’’

We shouldn’t really have credited Belfast with so much 
bigoted stupidity if it hadn’t appeared in plain black and 
white in some of the Irish papers. It seems that a Mr. 
Craig left ^5,000 to the Belfast Council to provide Sunday 
music in the parks. A public meeting was held last week to 
protest against the Belfast Council committing the city to 
any such scheme; and a deputation from the meeting appeared 
before the Council. Rev. Charles Davey, minister of Fisher- 
wick, put the objections of those who arc “ most concerned 
for the religion and morals of the city.” The Parks Com
mittee, before which the matter had first come, had been 
equally divided on the question. After a long discussion the 
matter was referred back to the Parks Committee, Alderman 
I’irrie stating that “ there was no doubt public opinion in 
Belfast at present was against music in the parks on Sundays.”

An American woman who is a Christian scientist main
tains that mosquitoes have brains and reasoning powers, that 
it is “ outrageous” to kill the “ little harmless insects,” and 
that all that is necessary is to reason with them. She says :
“ If a mosquito is troubling you, just speak to him kindly, 
and say : ‘ Look here, my friend, you leave me alone and I’ll 
leave you alone.’ Then believe that he won’t bite you ! Even 
if he does, his sting won’t hurt. I have done this for years, 
and now enjoy having the pretty little things around and 
listening to their musical buzz ” This sort of sentimental 
feeling might apply to verminous inflictions. And where 
would Christian Science come in against Keating?

The pilot, Charles Richard Thomas Watkins, who was 
recently executed at Maidstone for the murder of his brother- 
in-law ended his life in the approved fashion. lie  was, we 
are told, very attentive to the ministrations of the chaplain. 
The culprit, as a pilot, paid due deference to the official and 
salaried sky-pilot, and sailed into unknown waters with a 
penitent air, after partaking of the Sacrament of the Church 
of England. Of such is the kingdom of heaven.

Another of the fast-disappearing proprietary Anglican 
chapels in London has finally closed its doors. Eaton Chapel, 
in Eaton-place, long an Evangelical stronghold largely 
attended by Irish Churchmen, has finished its career as a 
place of worship. The Rev. F. Leopold Meares officiated, 
and before preaching the last sermon read a letter from a 
number of well-known clergymen, expressing sympathy with 
the congregation in their being obliged to leave. The ground 
landlord is the Duke of Westminster, and he gave permission 
to remain ; but Canon Fleming declined to allow the chapel 
to be used any longer as a place of worship. The church
wardens brought the matter before the Bishop of London, 
who asked Canon Fleming to reconsider his determination, 
but in vain, and the congregation, largely consisting of 
elderly people, are now turned adrift.

How sad ! But perhaps they will be able to find a gospel- 
shop elsewhere. There arc plenty about, even in the neighbor
hood of Eaton-place. Canon Fleming will not improve his 
reputation with Church-people by his obduracy. He is a 
stiff-necked cleric of a school that even Churchmen would be 
glad to see dying out.

The old Lord’s Day Act passed in the reign of Charles II., 
of pious memory, has been enforced at Accrington. A 
hawker of1 fish on Sunday has been fined 2s. 6d. and costs. 
The Town Clerk, who prosecuted, seems to be a specially 
sanctimonious person. He said . he failed to see why the 
Lord’s Day Act should be snuffed out. Then he said it Had

come down from a higher authority than that of Parliament 
— namely, as one of the Ten Commandments.

This unctuous sentiment might appeal to the Bench ; but, 
really, are we to be governed nowadays by primitive Mosaic 
laws? Besides, the Fourth Commandment does not apply 
the so-called Lord’s Day, but to the Sabbath, as any Jew will 
tell us who refrains from work, not on Sunday, but Saturday. 
And then, on common-sense grounds, what harm is there m 
selling fish on any day, providing the fish is fresh and folks 
want it ?

The wine at Cana is once more disturbing the religious and 
teetotal mind. Abstinence is well, but it isn’t a Christian 
virtue. It prevails in its strictest form amongst Moham
medans. Rev. C. A. Davis, of Stroud, writing in the 
Crusade, urges that the wine at the marriage feast at Cana 
“ must have been at least nearly non-intoxicating.” To 
which the obvious answer is : How, then, could the company 
have been “ well drunk ” before Jesus created the additional 
supply ? Of course, men of the world know perfectly well 
that the demand for more mainly arises when people are, as 
the Gospel account says, “ well drunk.” And that was where 
Jesus came in, after behaving somewhat rudely to his mother 
(John ii. i - i i ).

“ The conclusion, therefore, remains that the wine in use at 
the feast was non-intoxicating, and that the wine miraculously 
produced by our Lord was of a similar character, though 01 
better quality.” No such conclusion “ therefore remains. 
Quite the contrary. Why not admit at once that, according 
to the account, Christ “ stood treat ”? The thaumaturgic feat 
was by no means difficult.

The Two Worlds is a journal of free and liberal tendency) 
though associated with Spiritualism, which, in its modem 
phases, is undoubtedly an advance on the common Chris
tianity. But we have been much puzzled by the following 
account which it publishes : “ I was present at a seance u1 
Liverpool when Dr. Sexton was there. Dr. Sexton was the 
companion of Charles Bradlaugh in his advocacy of those 
ideas and trains of thought common to the Secularist school 
of England. A number of others were present. The medium 
never sat for money. When Richard Carlyle died—:not 
Thomas Carlyle, but Richard Carlyle, the political econo
mist— he left this provision in his will : that his_ brain 
should be dissected for the benefit of science, and it was 
ordered that Dr. Richard Hitchman, of Liverpool, shorn 
do the work. Dr. Hitchman was present on this evening- 
They had no such thing as a cabinet there, and there cam® 
rolling on the floor a head and nothing more, and it rolled up 
on to the lap of Dr. Hitchman, a tall man of magnifies11 
physique ; but he shivered. Though he had cut to Piece< 
hundreds of heads in his time, lie shivered. ‘ Richaf 
Carlyle,’ said he, and the lips moved. A ghastlier scene 
never saw in all my days. I have seen the dissecting tab* *
I have seen ghastly pictures of dead men and dead wo me > 
but never saw anything so horrifying in all my days as t-1 
rolling of that head on to his lap and then passing away- 
The lips seemed to move, and the eyes turned in 1”c  ̂
sockets. It was a perfect representation of the head 
Richard Carlyle.” ___

We doubt the decisive opinion of the narrator as to 
“ perfect representation of the head,” seeing that all the W‘ ’ 
through he does not appear to know the name of the _subjec ’ 
which was not “ Richard Carlyle,” but “ Richard Carlilc.

Some worthy Sabbatarian, anxious for the souls 
stomachs of his neighbors, dug up an ancient statute 
George IV., which prohibits the exposure of bread for s ^  
within the ten-mile limit between nine a.m. and onc 
Sundays, and applied for a summons under it at the I ‘ia 
Police-court. The magistrate, however, refused, and 
philanthropist laid representations on the subject before 
King’s Bench. Mr. Justice Darling made merry <?vcaj  at 
legislators who wished to compel people to eat stale bre .¡0g 
least one day a week, but there was, apparently, no gc SIi5. 
over the Act, and the response of the Bench was, with a 
picion of reluctance, “ Oh, take your order.”

About 2,000,000 dollars a year is spent for Bibles /  ^  
American people, while 500,000 dollars a year goes for 'c0St 
books and 60,000 dollars a year for prayer books. 1 1 ,s to 
of religious periodicals and other literature arno 1 „ey 
11,750.000 dollars a year. Last year the amount 01 teJ
spent by all countries in the interest of Christianity arn tbe 
to much more than 1,000,000,000 dollars. We can see. 3 yeo 
above, from the Chicago Journal, that Christianity thc 
advertised ; but for some reason it is losing customers 
thousands every day, and the world is getting bstte 
Freethought Magazine,
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

September i, S, 15, Athenæum Hall, London.

To Correspondents.
All

lect"C"'lrnUn*Cat‘°ns f°r Air. Charles Watts in reference to 
Ca Ur.ln.& engagements, etc., should be sent to him at 24 
andm!?aa‘r0ad’ ®a**,am> S.W. If a reply is required, a stamped 

R S ®ddressed envelope must be enclosed. 
th„' c „ °'YN’ ‘n view of our recent and present struggle, quotes 

allowing lines from Oliver Wendell Holmes :—
Thus drifting afar to the dim-vaulted caves 

Where life and its ventures are laid, 
i he dreamers who gaze while we battle the waves 

May see us in sunshine or shade ;
*et true to our course, though our shadow grow dark 

We’ll trim our broad sail as before,
And stand by the rudder that governs the bark,

Nor ask how we look from the shore.
*°^ A N d.— Y our further subscription may be an encourage- 

]0, to others—as Voltaire put it. Thanks.
N Grange.

W.

pr ” "anuE, the well-known and highly-respected leader of 
the , °ught in Bradford, writes: “ I am sorry to see you in 
Pals r°rUble ‘n wh>ch Mr. Anderson has cruelly landed you.
trus,e .friends are worse than the most ferocious foe. But I 
em'b ‘hat neither you nor your family will suffer any serious 
qUartrrassnient. I need not say ‘ Take courage,’ as it is a 
horn T 1that is always with you. I think a little good will come 
thou k s mahcious treatment. The sympathies of the Free- 
W0rj“ ht party will be awakened to an appreciation of your 

G E and merit. At any rate, you have mine in fulness.
R̂nd If'VARD-— Thanks for your kind letter and donation to the 

Sett| , or Mrs. Foote. There is no hope of getting “ matters 
wt,0l UP with Mr. Anderson.” His action has placed the 
reje ? j^d‘r out ° f  his own hands as well as out of ours. He 
Win every proposal we made him, and we shall not make 
at ti,a ,odler- He has made us bankrupt, and it will have to go 
at g ® now "  “

Jo«« ,‘.msby-
Some day or other we hope to see you all again

011>! Hughes_Yes it was a small “ two or three meeting
ndeed. The romantic crowd of our creditors could not assume 
t >̂c reality. And thus goes one of the gigantic hes whde 

v"ers are under the same doom. W e have acknowledged 
"r Wend’s donation in tbis week s list.

J. °n b*half.
Kindly thank him on

— The heart behind the gift is the thing. If it is as 
P. j* Cas you can make it, it is large enough for us.

Mrs t  T’—AVe are glad, in one way, to know that you 
WhP'„Poote's husband as “ a hero.” But we shall be

regard
"heii * °0te s husband as “ a hero.” But we shall be pleased 
c°m ,.We are under no further obligation to publish our friends' 
forrLil,nents' We hate having to do it, but the necessity wasJ
b°und tUP°.n us- Letters accompany donations, and we are 

G, jv 0 give our sympathisers a hearing.
'votn(. IN’s‘)n (Mrs.).— We value your kind expressions. If the 
and n, |°‘ Hje Freethought party could lecture Mr. Anderson, 
just;®“« him hear, they would undeceive him as to the fancied
*hij? of his action.

W - “ a
He seems to confuse justice and law, 

p j. are sometimes the antipodes of each other.
H. §, ALL*— Many thanks for cuttings. 

for\VaE?STEIN writes : “ On behalf of my wife and self I beg to 
than r a Sccond donation to the Fund for Mrs. Foote. I more 
friend^?rct y°" should have to make repeated appeals to your 
sho^ rif 'vb;‘t ought to have been subscribed at first call. I 
Scribc>d 1 to scu a ,u|mber of those who have already sub- 
be itiad < ouhie their subscriptions, in order that the laggards 
fhere' • G UP ‘ Better late than never ’ is all very well, but
T>othin®re .occas‘ons when it is possible to be too late. I say 

. Presu W|fh reference to your pursuer, as words fail me to ex- 
V>LD Ey °pinion ° f  him.”

nopos Lliott sends heartfelt sympathy with subscription, and 
need overy Freethinker will do what he can at this time of 

**• S, s’ c
Sbe. lILI!ren s Party.— Miss E. M. Vance acknowledges:— 

2s. 6d.; C. Deane, 5s.; per J. Haines, 2s. 3d.6tsc
of _

r. - .lu fiira s  masLcrpiece oi religious action, m e  
. n°ther °eninher. You read the case rightly. We did want

HughEp ,^ccePl our thanks for the copy you have sent us 
W j(ji rice Hughes’s masterpiece of religious fiction, The

' copy.

'ntend ¡ne./r‘enris. You have read a severity we did not 
,”eant w tae final lines of our last week's article. What we
reckon ,i'ls to put pointedly the truth that those can hardly 
*>0 n - _ ‘ ‘tC m s e lv o c . _______ L ______r  - ___ 1 .........1 - 1  — r  . 1- -

castn,Rjf1'?— Gee acknowledgment in list.
a

We thank the

b M‘. °f his mSe V̂es a man s true friends who stand aloof in the 
9 bitter (^suPreme necessity. It was far from our intention to

Jour 
be 1 
£iv,
si 
fi

1 u c L c a a i t ^ .  u  w a s  t a i  i i u m  u u i  i i i l u u i i i m i  i u

s;,Ve anyth;W‘lrds those who are, for the time at least, unable to 
. nee--, 'ng. We have said again and again, and said it

Jai

Tu',lc';iilv ln such cases, where the sympathy is real though 
c ‘•'ail wiT^0ten  ̂wc can cheerfully take the will for the deed. 
a°b)e emnt "u despises a kind face because its owner can only 
fe CaPahl„ylba,.lded' 's a brute far below anything (we hope) we

¿ s fr * * -
ng to.

Our thanks to the Blackburn members who 
Win sympathise with Mr. Foote in his trouble, and Hope 

Ĝiliti !i°°n be again free to devote his great energy and 
^ e r d i  rthe cause of Freethought." Miss Vance executes 

r for a dozen copies of the Age of Reason.

W. B. T hompson, a veteran of the Chatham Branch, who has 
done such long and good work in connection with the Secular 
Hall at New Brompton, says that his sympathies are entirely 
with us in the present affair. “ I have read,” he writes, “ very 
carefully everything which has appeared in the Freethinker on 
the question, and, as matters stand, in my opinion you have 
come out on the top. So completely have you cleared yourself, 
that it leaves one without a vestige of a clue as to the motive of 
Mr. Anderson in forcing you into bankruptcy. The most rabid 
and narrow-minded Christian, under similar circumstances, 
could not have served you any -worse. I cannot understand 
how a Secularist can act in such an unworthy manner towards 
the President of the Society, of which Mr. Anderson has been 
hitherto an honored member. To my mind it seems a paltry 
and contemptible attempt to injure you in the public estimation, 
and to besmirch the cause of Secularism through its President. 
I hope the N. S. S. Executive will consider such conduct on the 
part of one of its vice-presidents, and take some action expres
sive of its disgust. With regard to your defence, I am more 
than pleased at it, because we, too, have heard strange, disquiet
ing rumors for some time past concerning the President and 
other prominent members of the N. S. S., wafted to us from the 
mighty metropolis.”

T. P. Stewart.—Acknowledged as desired. Please convey our 
thanks to your friends. We note that you would like to see a 
fund opened in November as a Christmas Box for Mrs. Foote ; 
also that you would like to hear of our taking a sea voyage for 
not less than a month. But the present holiday will have to 
serve for a good while, although that “ sea voyage ” sounds 
very tempting to one who has a passion for the sea.

R. Johnson.—Our compliments to your niece, who feels so much 
for Mrs. Foote. We note your hope that when we have settled 
with the Court, and ascertained our exact financial position, our 
“ losses will be made up by the party without any further appeal.”

S. A. W.—Thanks for your good wishes.
J. A. Holt.—No need to complain. The gentleman who “counter

acts ” (bless him !) Paine’s Age of Reason advertises the book. 
We hope all Christian champions will go on “ counteracting ’’ 
it.

James Ralston (Motherwell) says that if his purse were as full 
as his heart he would be more than pleased to wipe out all our 
debts. Many of the “ saints” have left Motherwell, but those 
who remain express their " great admiration ” for what they are 
good enough to call “ the masterful way ” in which we have 
fought superstition, and they hope we shall “ long be spared to 
pilot the ship of Freethought.” They regard Mr. Anderson’s 
conduct as “ most contemptible,” and say that Freethinkers will 
only be doing their duty in rallying around us on this occasion. 

A. Corley.—Yes, it is an awkward time of the year for such 
calls, but we could not choose the date.

S. J. Rose tells 11s that his wife, with a true woman’s feeling, has 
prompted him to send a cheque to the Fund for Mrs. Foote. 
This correspondent adds : "Ido not see that there is any stigma 
in your being made a bankrupt in such a way, and I assure you 
it does not lessen you in my humble esteem. I hope I may live 
to enjoy the work of your pen for as long as I have enjoyed it 
in the past. And when you are about to take that real holiday 
I will try to do something towards it.”

W. Bailey, sending cheque to Mrs. Foote, not only trusts that 
she will be able to keep her home together, but hopes her 
husband “ will have the good sense to leave off working so 
hard and so long for nothing, and to spend his time in future 
in placing his wife and children, who ought to be a long way 
before party, in a more secure position.” Good advice in a 
way. But Mrs. Foote’s husband means to go on fighting for 
Frecthought, and he is not built to be a hireling journalist. He 
must write what is in him, or not at all. Still, lie must look to 
the wife and children. He recognises that.

J. Foy.—A working-man’s opinion ought to weigh with our 
pursuer, but we fear that nobody's opinion weighs except his 
own—though that is not the entire explanation of his conduct.

J. I’. Smith hopes every Freethinker will support one who has 
given his life to Freethought.

Papers R eceived .— Sydney Bulletin— Blue Grass Blade— Two 
Worlds— Boston Investigator— Truthseekcr (New York)— 
Northern Daily Telegraph— Stratford Express— La Raison— 
Liberator (Melbourne)— Lucifer— Secular Thought (Toronto)— 
Freidenker— Freethought Magazine— Sunday League Record 
— Dundee Telegraph— Progressive Thinker— Open Court— 
Public Opinion (New York)— Crescent— Humanity— Discontent 
(Washington).

T he National Secular Society's office is at 1 Stationers' Hall Court, 
Ludgate Hill, E.C., where all letters should be addressed to 
Miss Vance.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.

Lecture Notices must reach 1 Stationers' Hall Court, Ludgate 
Hill, E.C., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be inserted. 

Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to 
1 Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate Hill, E.C.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Frecthought Pub
lishing Company, Limited, 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate 
Hill, E.C.

T iie Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing 
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid :—One year,
1 os. 6d.; half year, 5s. 3d.; three months, 2s. 8d.

Scale of Advertisements:—Thirty words, is. 6d.; every suc
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch, 
4s. 6d.; half column, £1 2s. 6d.; column, £z 5s. Special terms 
for repetitions.
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Up to Date.

Soon after last week’s Freethinker was published— that 
is to say, on Thursday, August 8, at 12 o’clock— I 
attended the first meeting of my creditors, under the 
bankruptcy proceedings so maliciously forced upon me 
by Mr. George Anderson— the gentleman who has just 
escaped giving away ^15,000. This was the second 
inroad made by these proceedings upon my much- 
needed holiday, and there will be no other unless I am 
fetched. Being in lodgings, I had to start for London 
without my breakfast, as it was necessary to travel by 
a very early train, in consequence of the notorious un
punctuality of the Railway Company I had to patronise. 
I breakfasted in London, and then proceeded to the 
Bankruptcy Buildings, in Carey-street, behind the Law 
Courts. I had arranged to swear to, or rather to 
declare, my Statement of Affairs before the meeting 
aforesaid. This took some time, for you have to go to 
one room for one thing, and to another room for a 
second thing, and so on to the end of the chapter. 
Punctually at 12 o’clock one of the Official Receivers 
took the chair at my first meeting of creditors. Whether 
by accident or selection, I was favored with the largest 
room of the kind in the building. I should say it was 
capable of seating a hundred people in ease and comfort. 
My little band of creditors were quite lost in it. There 
were two present, the Christian creditor who was not 
trying to make me bankrupt, and the Freethinking 
creditor who was. The Christian creditor, who has had 
£360  off his account during the past year or so, was 
represented by his cashier, who was supported by the 
firm’s solicitor. Mr. Anderson was there in person, 
supported also by his solicitor. I wondered whether he 
would be there or not. He did not put in an appear
ance on the rehearing of the Petition in Bankruptcy, 
after I had discovered those damning documents (at 
least, from a moral point of view) in his own hand
writing. Perhaps he hardly felt that he could face it 
out on that occasion; anyhow, he left the matter 
entirely in the hands of his solicitor and counsel— who 
could not be examined.

This meeting of my creditors was as brief as it was 
small. It occupied about ten minutes. I had no pro
posal to make, for I have not the slightest intention of 
paying Mr. Anderson a single halfpenny more if I can 
help it. He has chosen to play his game, and he must 
abide by the result. I admit that the Christian creditor’s 
case is a different one, and I shall not cease to recollect 
the fa c t ; although, in this case too, I must protest, as 
I have all along protested, against the possibly legal, 
but otherwise monstrous, claim of nearly £200 for 
interest. As far as the principal of the debt is con
cerned, however, I know that I had and used this firm’s 
printing-paper; and some day or other, in spite of these 
bankruptcy proceedings, I hope to discharge my legiti
mate obligation.

No offer being made, then, I had to accept bank
ruptcy. I had fought Mr. Anderson step by step to 
prevent this. I had offered him (as perhaps my readers 
will recollect) all the money he had ever advanced me, 
on condition that he took the Shares he had publicly, 
as well as privately, promised to take in the Free- 
thought Publishing Company. I had further offered 
to have the whole dispute submitted to a Committee of 
Honor. I had opposed the application for a receiving 
order against me. I had applied for a rehearing of the 
application, after the order was granted, on discovering 
the documents which proved that if there was a liar  in 
the case it was not myself. I had done everything I 
could to appeal to Mr. Anderson’s better self, to afford 
him an opportunity of cooling down into common sense 
and common decency. But it was all in vain. At the 
first meeting of my creditors, therefore, I offered no 
further opposition ; I accepted an adjudication in bank
ruptcy; in short, I let him work his will.

Unfortunately, I was unable to see Mr. Anderson’s 
face at this meeting. He was seated in front when I 
entered the room, and he never looked round, nor did 
he turn his head to the right or the left. I should think 
his face must have been a study. Perhaps, if I had 
watched it, I might have read his master passion.

My public examination will come off in due course.

the
at

_______________   ̂ offen-
sive. I am told it is a shocking ordeal, but I do not 
know that I have anything to fear, and I dare say 
shall be able to correct impertinence, even in 
witness-box. Mr. Anderson has plenty of money! 
least he ought to have plenty ; and if he likes he can 
spend some of it on a big counsel to “ w orry” me ; but 
I assure him that I am not frightened at the prospect' 
I shall meet his legal bloodhound with tolerable 
equanimity. He will tear nothing out of me, for there 
is nothing to be torn.

My solicitor has already approached the Offic>a‘ 
Receiver with a view to redeeming my effects at my 
residence. Probably there will not be much difficulty 
if we can come to terms. By-and-bye I shall have a 
statement to make on this point. Perhaps it will be as 
well too— considering that full publicity (when it tntw 
come) is better than semi-publicity— to make a com
plete statement of my affairs. The Freethought party 
will then know the whole truth, and will be able to 
judge what a pack of malignant lies and malicious 
misrepresentations have been following me for years.

The other possible revelations and criticisms, allude® 
to in last week’s Freethinker, will, of course, awa* 
their proper opportunity— which is not yet.

One thing I may say in passing— namely, that almost 
everybody who is anybody in our movement has ex
pressed great sympathy with me in this crisis, and il 
confidence in me which is certainly not abated by Mr‘ 
Anderson’s attack. As far as he is concerned, I have
not heard of a single person who takes his part in this
affair ; indeed, the language of some Freethinkers witjj 
regard to him is quite unprintable. It smacks too mu 
of the Bible. . . (f

When I get home again— a few days after writm» 
this— I will put my hand on a volume of Enters0 < 
which, as I recollect, contains a fine passage that vn*S 
almost have been written with an eye on this Anders0 
affair. It puts the higher ethical view of such an a. 
in the pointed and beautiful style of the great Amenc 
essayist; a style which I cannot hope to emulate, a® 
which, therefore, I will let my readers have in 
original.

And now I will draw to a close for the present we 
My holiday is not quite over, and I do not want 
write more than is necessary. I will simply ask. 
friends not to let it be incumbent upon me to conti ■ .a 
this appeal much longer. A dead lift now is the tin » 
required. I beg all who can afford a donatio*1 ^ 
forward it promptly, say in the course of next we ^  
Let the cloud over the central, the most vital, par 
my happiness be rolled right away. W ith my b° j 
and my dear ones safe, I shall recover my Pcace-eS) 
mind, and with it freedom to put forth my best energ 
with utmost fruitfulness, in the service of our cause.

G. W . F oote.

The Fund for Mrs. Foote.

R. S. Brown, 2s.; W. Rowland, 4s. 6d.; John Grange« qj<J 
T. Taylor, is.; Henry Smith, 5s.; H. S. Munns, £ 2 2f ' . J. 
Friend, £ 1  ; C. and M. E. P., £ 5  ; Mrs. Baker, £ 5  ’ ; 
Phillips, 2S. ; T. Birtley, is. ; A. C. Brown, is. > ,” 3 13- 
J. McMunns, 2s. 6d. ; J. D. and S. Holmes, 2s. ; Jarfu l’1, 
Sage, 5s. ; West London N. S. S. Branch, £2  2s. ; W- gj,; 
ios. ; G. Paul, 10s. ; Wm. Smith, 10s. ; H. Bennett, 3 ' 0n, 
A. C. Brown (second donation), 2s. 6d. ; W. B. Thon t q _ 
5s.; M. G., 6s. 6d.; W. S., is.; M. Stark, 3s.; R. L > 2S' ’

i»- *— rriwaiu, x,*,, ixc^Kiun, »  * ■ r k:nso‘-’
. 6d.; J. F. Aust, 2s.; His Friend, 2s.; Mrs. G. Dick” j.j.

>. ; J. T. Ross, 5s.; P. Cassidy, 2s. ; Harold Elliott, 5 'p0y, 
Silverstcin (second donation), 5s. ; J. P. Smith, 2s. ! J’
2S. ; W. Brierley, £ 1  ; W. Bailey, £ 2  ; Alfred C?rl/Lco,,J 
Jas. Ralston, ios. ; Mrs. Ralston, ios. ; W. Mu<r ' _ 6tl.> 
sub.), 5s.; J. Walker (second sub.), is. ; S. A. W-, •’ «s.i 
Stamps, is.; S. J. Rose, £ 2  ; R. Mitchell, 5s.; T. Sh  ̂ j ady 
J. Easton, 2s. ; J. Burrell, 2s. ; W. Appleby, Is-’ cyr>ipa" 
Friend, 5s.; Miss Johnson, ios.; Four Shiney RovV J 
thisers, ios. ; Members of the Blackburn Branch, i05.

He is happy who, seeing his duty, can do
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Sugar Plums. A Children’s Evening.

The Athenaeum Hall, 73 Tottenham Court-road, London, 
w-> will be reopened for Sunday evening Freethought 
lectures on September 1. Mr. Foote will occupy the platform 
('n that occasion and deliver a special and important address, 
Healing with the present state of the Freethought party and 
ls °wn position in it. No doubt the Freethinkers of London, 

■ H any rate, will be anxious to hear what he has to say ; and 
arrangements will be made to seat as large an audience as 
Possible. A fuller announcement will appear in due course.

f0r r’ ^°°te will also lecture from the Athenasum Hall plai
ds i>n.Sunday even'ng s> September 8 and 15, for which 
vi'sit\r 1S PrePar‘ng two new discourses. He wiil afterwards 

Manchester and other provincial cities,

an!]1 c,onsequence of the ever-increasing number ot speakers 
Exe, . orms in Hyde Park on Sunday evenings, the N. S. S. 
,ect-t.ve, at their last meeting, decided to confine their 
a|re r,cs to mornings and afternoons, and to transfer those 

ay arranged for the evening meetings in Hyde Park to 
have ni S ^at’ii > near the fountain. Two excellent meetings 
sUcr a reatiy been held, and there is every promise of future 
at6 ¿o' As this park closes early, the meetings commence

bek[e beff to draw attention once more to the effort that is 
Pooler made b>' a gallant little band of Freethinkers at Liver- 
f0 r 0 secure the Alexandra Hall and its attached premises 
enterle ,excIusive use of the N. S. S. Branch in that city. This 
£40 •̂nsc ought to succeed, and to succeed promptly. Only 
byV Is’ required, and that amount of capital is being raised 
ment lares 'n a Limited Liability Company, whose advertise- 
haj  aPpears in this week’s Freethinker. The founders have 
hap ac°Uragement enough to proceed to allotment, we are 
r°st of Say ’ and we si,ouid very much like to hear that the 
be f0rt, e Shares have been subscribed. Some support may 
fro,,, ^'coming from other parts of the country, and especially 
think °Uib Lancashire. But there are really enough Free- 
the ?̂rs in Liverpool, if they all did their duty, to take up 
abSUr?.°le of those 400 Shares immediately. It will be an 
Pastry as well as a scandal if they let this opportunity slip

I’llsevere. Liverpool friends have had a very uphill struggle for 
dev0(j ycars, and it has proved too hard for the fortitude and 
gre of some who considered it hopeless. Perhaps the 
Police s*: difficulty arose through the fussy interference of the 
outsi; Ihese gentlemen are far too prone to meddling with 
to 'i business. They have enough on hand if they wishto 4 | business. 1 ney nave enougn on nanu 11 tney wish 
flagr a Effectively with the vice and crime of that rather 
grê t , c“ y- Gut instead of giving all their energies to this 
Place , k’ fbey must pry about a Freethought meeting- 
See wl v ’ere honest and law-abiding citizens assemble, and 
Mr. turner money is taken for admission. According to 
as i0n *tlce Collins’s decision, it is perfectly legal to do that, 
the as a few free seats are kept open for the public ; and 
frighteVepP°o1 P°*'ce, after a trial, know that they cannot 
readin ? freethinkers into compliance with a bigoted mis
sile 0* tbe law ; nevertheless they find it easy to frighten 
the n es and proprietors of licensed premises, and this wasM i y  . .  . .  -  — ».V*  |/1 IViLV_/l O  KJk  n u e m e u  J >l G  111 1 3 G 3 ,  t l l l U  11113  VVC13

But jf0,,cy tjley pursued in respect to the Alexandra Hall, 
they w 11'i freethinkers get the place under their sole control 
tel| ti, 1 * °e able to snap their fingers at the police, and to
;ies. Aj g° f°—well, wherever their legitimate business
!ngs w;nn'issio,n m°ney will be taken at the doors, the mect- 
loriBC | Pay their own way better, and the Branch will no 
Alejj. 'lave to face a perpetual deficit. Evidently, then, the 
•Hunt ¡« a  Hall must be secured, if the Freethought move- 
b'reet|? \° be sustained in Liverpool ; and we call upon the 
very i,..n icrs °f the city to secure it forthwith. We shall be 
HUspiggf’Py to open the Hall for them under new and better

O n a recent Sunday evening our Secular Hall at 
Leicester was brightened with a double audience—• 
adults in the body of the hall and some sixty children 
on the platform. Between the two audiences rose a 
gay hillock of flowers. When we had all sung the 
ethical song written by Dr. Adler,

Would you gain the Golden City 
Pictured in the legends old ?*

I proceeded to take the young folk through a series of 
Responses, or, to use an old-fashioned word, their 
Catechism. That Freethinkers often entertain a warm 
objection against catechisms I am quite well aware ; 
but I feel a cheerful malice in flouting the superstitions 
of my friends, and it is a superstition among a group of 
the Emancipated that it is foolish to teach children by 
rote any facts or precepts relating to conduct. Per
haps, therefore, it may be well if I sketch the manner in 
which our Responses are carried out.

The first question ran : “ W hat is our religion ?” and 
the answer, delivered simultaneously, was given in the 
immortal words of Paine : “ To do good is our religion.” 
Here I briefly told the story (which, as I blandly observed, 
was not true) of Abou ben Adhem and the Angel, and 
the golden register in which those men ranked highest 
who loved their fellows ; and then one of our rosy- 
cheeks recited, in her best manner, Leigh Hunt’s poetic 
version of the legend. W hat was goodness ? The 
children responded: “ W e may learn what goodness 
means from good men and women of the past, and from 
good men and women who live among us to-day.” 
When I asked for examples, the girls and boys chose 
such names as Socrates, Darwin, Herbert Spencer, 
Bradlaugh, George Newell (a lately-deceased Co- 
operator, well known in Leicester), etc., though we 
could not help smiling when one child selected the 
terrible Euclid, and another admired Lord Charles 
Beresford. To the inquiry, “ W hat is duty ?” the 
explanation was : “ Duty is that which we ought to do ; 
duty is right conduct” ; and then the young voices sang 
my friend Gustav Spiller’s lines :—

May duty be our guide to-day,
May love and truth illume the way ;
May nothing- warp or stain the soul,t 
May noble aims the will control.

“ W hat is conscience ?” I asked, and the chorus 
came : “ Conscience is the power by which we tell when 
we do right and when we do w ro n g” ; and I made a 
comparison between the volunteer who conscientiously 
joins the army in South Africa and the Tolstoyan 
peasant who conscientiously refuses to use the rifle 
thrust into his hand by the Russian Government. 
Some people might doubt the wisdom of suggesting 
that conscience is not infallible, but it appears to me 
that that is just what ought to be suggested. Con
science is not a divine and perfect monitor ; it is the 
product of reflection and discussion, and grown-ups and 
children alike should be made aware of their individual 
part in the shaping of the moral sense. W e passed to 
the subject of Virtue ; and I reminded the children that 
the Latin word vir signified “ man,” and so virtue 
meant manliness. The idea of Self-control I made con
crete by speaking of the boy who bursts into the room 
all fun and noise, but hushes himself when he notices 
his mother lying on the couch tired and faint. Again 
the children sang :—

Sclf-rcverence, self-knowledge, self-control,
These three alone lead life to sovereign power.— Tennyson.

Magpies and Parsons.
1 „ .
pblKPie p0rnedmes been half tempted to believe that the 
Ahtig Qlrst suggested to tyrants the idea of having a tithe- 

tllQe^ry- The Magpie devours the corn and grain ; so 
• p eP’s b * i*rson- The Magpie takes the wool from the 
i'Ee th0ac < ’ so does the Parson. The Magpie devours 

^ Hgn̂ 0’Un*:’ an‘mids and die eggs ; so does the Parson, 
th Magiy Sc*ac*i 's everlastingly going; so is the Parson’s.

e Parson 'ïpeats by rote words that are taught it; so does 
,\. u Peenln . e Magpie is always skipping and hopping
temple’s in.(o others’ nests ; so is the Parson. The
af rs°n’s. y?r 's partly black and partly white ; so is the 
ç  . Prove,/- , Magpie’s greediness, impudence, and cruelty 

°ett. lrt' 1 so are those of the Parson. — William

When we came to Truthfulness, I told about Bishop 
Colenso, who loved truth more than he loved the Bible, 
and would not teach the legend of the Flood, etc., when 
he was convinced it was not historical ; and this senti
ment was enforced musically by the children :—

Think truly, and thy thoughts 
Shall the world’s famine feed ;

Speak truly, and each word of thine 
Shall be a fruitful seed ;

Live truly, and thy life shall be 
A great and noble creed.— Dr. H. Fonar.

* The Golden City of the song is the vvorld of men and women 
transformed by justice into what Robert Owen would have called 
the New Moral World.

t  Would controversial readers please note that, warned by 
past experience, I shrink from a debate on this use of the word 
“ soul ” ?
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“ Tell me,” I continued, “ about the duty of Kindness.” 
Answer : “ W e ought to be kind towards all living 
things, towards men and women, towards playmates, 
and towards animals ”— and I referred to the story of 
St. Martin (we have a St. Martin’s Church in Leicester) 
dividing his cloak to shelter a poor neighbor from the 
winter winds. The Responses led on to the thought of 
the best aim in life, and the duty of thinking of others 
besides ourselves. Music and story helped again ; the 
children chanted Tennyson’s line, “ Kind hearts are more 
than coronets,” and the Golden Rule (Christian version), 
“ W hatsoever ye would that men should do unto you, 
even so do ye also unto them.” I contributed my share 
by relating how little Joseph Mazzini embraced the 
hoary beggar, and how the old man said to the mother, 
“ Lady, love him well, for he is one who will love the 
people.”

“ W hy,” I went on— “ why ought every healthy man 
and woman to work ?” “ Every healthy man and
woman ought to work,” replied my listeners, “ because 
the wealth of the world is created by the labor of the 
brain and of the hand.” It was a simple definition, 
but did it not sufficiently emphasize three important 
principles— the first, that no social class is exempt 
from the call to work ; the second, that only by work 
do we obtain the fruit of life and comfort ; and the 
third, that equal honor should be accorded to the toil 
of mind and muscle ? To show the close connection 
between work and daily life, I had found a tale in 
Longfellow’s poems. An artist had failed to carve, 
from a piece of precious Eastern wood, a figure that 
satisfied his own sense of the beautiful. He dreamed, 
and the idea came to him that he might at least try his 
craftsman’s hand on a log of half-burned oak from his 
hearth. He awoke, took the oaken log, and, from this 
homely material, chiselled the form of a fair woman. 
In this way we might each of us find a task in the near 
world without looking to distant or brilliant spheres. 
And here we had a recitation by one of our bright lads. 
Distinctly and with expression he repeated Lowell’s 
democratic verses on “ The Heritage.” W e next talked 
of Justice. “ W e ought to deal justly towards each 
other,” repeated the class. Yes, and wnat was justice? 
“ Justice,” they said, “ is giving to each man his due 
reward and his rights as a citizen.” Very well, and 
what were the rights of a citizen. “ The rights of 
a citizen are to take part in the government of the 
city and the country, and to enjoy freedom of speech 
and action.” It was an apt saying on a Freethought 
platform ; and I brought in a very modern incident 
in the history of Leicester— the disgrace which some 
of the townsmen had incurred by interrupting and 
upsetting a meeting held in opposition to the 
South African war. And here the children sang 
a sentence from Aristotle’s Nicomachean E thics:
“ Neither the evening nor the morning star is so 
beautiful as Justice.” I may be wrong, but I suspect 
that no words of Aristotle were ever set to music before 
the publication of these Responses.* Which was 
happier, to work for ourselves alone, or to work with 
others for the common welfare ? The girls and boys 
agreed it was happier to work with others for the 
common welfare. While the answer clearly lays down 
co-operation as the basis of society, its terms are such 
as to win the assent of either Socialists or Individualists.
A man, I remarked, might plant a tree for his own 
profit, but it was a happier thing to do as children and 
teachers did on a certain day every year in Switzerland—  
they planted trees on the hillside for the good of the 
whole village. W hat (this was the last question) did 
we mean by Society? “ By society,” was the reply, 
“ we mean our family, our nation, and all mankind.” 
My comment was that society included Frenchmen, 
Germans, Chinese, and even Boers. W e closed this 
part of the program by singing our little song of 
Fellow ship:—

Together to he,
Each other we see,
As comrades, to share
Foul weather or fair 

Love we.

W e had now occupied three-quarters of an hour, and

* The Responses are printed at the end of Songs of Love and 
Duty, a collection of secular hymns for the young.

the meeting ended with a ceremony which I propose 0 
describe in another issue. .

W ell, I want to put the question to the extreme; 
observant persons who are sometimes good enough 0 
class me among those who lean to Church methods* 
W hat do you find in all this to object to ? F °r D1/ 
part, I consider it a wise plan to lodge in the childrens 
minds a few lucidly-framed definitions of moral Prl” 
ciples. The mutual play of questions and answer 
serves to impress the fact that these principles a 
not dogmas to be imposed, but ideas to be discusse * 
The danger of staleness through frequent r e p e t i t i o n  

almost abolished by the interweaving of anecdotes an 
comments (which, of course, should be changed at eaĉ  
occasion). And, from time to time, it is well to suspen 
the use of the Responses for a while, so that they may 
be resumed later on with increased interest.

F. J. G ould*

Uncle Josiah on the Bible.

“ It seems kinder hard to believe that air book, 
Said Uncle Josiah one day.

“ It might be all right if you’d swaller it down, 
And believe what the preachers all say.

But somehow I’ve jest been a thinking 
Why reason and sense won’t fit in,

With a few little facts to convince us,
Can’t be that'd be any sin.

“ But then— tliar was Eve and the devil 
In the style of a serpent they say,

And he tempted fair Eve of the fruit to partake, 
Which caused our downfall to this day.

And ’twas jest because reasons and knowledge 
She gained by the taste of that fruit ;

If she hadn’t adventured to do sich a thing 
We’d been still nothing more than a brute.

“ For ’tis reason that leads to progression,
And ’tis reason they teach us at school,

And they say ‘ He that is without reason 
Hain’t much more or less than a fool.’

Tho’ I don’t want to be too hard on ’em,
But if God was as good as they say,

And he had all the power of knowing
All the things from that time ’til this day,

“ Would he made man the poor, weary mortal 
That he did here on this earth to dwell,

And too weak to resist the temptations 
So’s to send the poor creatures to hell ?

If he knew all the pain and the sorrow 
And the suffering we’d have to endure,

Why he didn’t stop Eve in her mischief 
Remains quite a mystery, I’m sure.

“ And they tell us now doomed is creation,
From the first disobedient pair,

And we’re cursed, so the preachers all tell us 
And it don’t look to me hardly fair.

We’re on a straight road to Tophet,
For morals and truth don’t relieve,

Unless we kneel down 'fore the parson 
And the story I’ve mentioned believe.

“ And praise God for his infinite wisdom,
For the sunshine and beautiful snow,

And if we dare doubt his salvation 
A hot place that’s waiting below.

And when we ask preachers these questions, 
They squint up their eyes towards the blue, 

And, clasping their hands in front of them, 
They take in a long breath or two ;

Then, looking so wise and so saint-like,
Their answer it pleases them so,

’Tis something that God has kept from us, 
And isn’t for mortals to know.”

— Freethought Magazine. E liza D. Ma«*6’

Minister—“ And how do you get on at Sunda)' 
Billie?” Billie—“ Pretty well; I’ve just learned about': 
swallowing Jonah.” Minister—“ That’s good.” Fi. 
sir ; and next Sunday I’m going to begin to behe 
Pittsburg Bulletin. c ^ j

He who exchanges truth and independence 
unity and harmony has made a very poor bargain- 
of Liberty.
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Correspondence.
ATHEISM AND MORALITY.

TO TH E EDITO R OF “ TH E  F R E E T H IN K E R .”
tre me to say tiiat J Jq n0(. think Mr. Ball has
c°lumn •’< Bingham’s contributions to your Correspondence

■ social
of lr°? ^ r‘ Hall's Part has arisen, I fancy, from some feeling

a n]n with quite that urbanity I have been in the habit of 
, ,°ciating with Mr. Ball’s controversial methods. Thislack
susr.rifah°n at what Mr. Ball has felt to be the somewhat 
ti1;J>Iclous character of Mr. Kingham’s mental position. But 
as M n n0t have unsettled so experienced a veteran of the pen 
allv ti hiven George Borrow, whose pose was habitu-
rem 1 l *-he straightforward thinker, found pleasure, I 
oiel̂ i er' *n some olH Welsh ditty which he calls “ the 
a s a *be amhiguous word.” Now, granting there was 

°f ambiguity about Mr. Kingham’s suggestive 
at) ers’ that was no reason for meeting his contentions in 
n»L0t ler than a purely intellectual way and apart from all 
P ^°nal questions.
t C * .  ®ven supposing that Mr. Kingham attacks the
‘Mtate '1,orai;ty—no IT|atter what its basis— need that
alter t
Prions alter that fact.

alter tt,US ** ^  there are no morals, our opinions will not
pin' âc*- ’ anch 1̂  there are any, neither will our

So

For God exists, or not, indeed, 
Quite irrespective of our creed ; 
We live, or live not, after death 
Alike, whatever be our faith, 
And not a single truth, in brief, 
Is modified by our belief.

shouts' James Thomson. The facts, then, being safe, why 
and a VVe fear any investigation concerning them ? Fancies 
Cca ^tfuths, indeed, are the creatures of our belief, for they 
My 6 their pseudo-existence when our belief in them ceases, 
ruy Cat’ f°r instance, now lazily stretched out on the hearth- 
n^ eally does not depend on my belief for her existence, 
the T n£ to my pride as it may be to admit so much. On 
ChJher hand, that famous relative of hers, the grinning 
bei;„r'lr® cat, depends for her or his tabby-life wholly on thev;uçt *-----— ----  ---- j ---  ----j —  —
fulle myself and others. So let our speculations have

seivey.be neither truths nor facts, let them take care of them- 
¡¡jrs 'n their own fanciful way—if they can. 

tion • ^lngham has raised one very old and interesting ques- 
c°r,’ '.ivolving our opinions on the possibility of morals and 
ivio.^ce. f trust Mr. Ball will thrash this question out 
in ‘ ‘ r. Kingham, and I promise them one attentive reader

S.

NATURAL MORALITY.
TO TH E EDITO R OF TIIE  “ FR E E T H IN K E R .’

S'R,-
rrionr*. — ****• *• 1 1 1 ■’**«**•

sanct- uty stands or falls by the existence of a supernatural 
■ ' -l0n'” whether lie imagines that morality is a “ gift,”

m0r;,:J vv°uld like to ask Mr. Kingham, who argues that
let

a,llable only by dint of praying for it?
°bt: 

He
n̂ct'560!118 t0 arfiue that, unless one admits the “ supernatural 

0r Pinr.n,”,for morality, one cannot logically inculcate morals 
A-. 1 Joct ’rincs.

•idnii t̂̂ mg to this thesis, then, an Atheist, who does not 
n o r ^ t  there is anything supernatural in the universe, has 
i Mr j-°  work upon in any attempt to teach morality.
"¡'Wit u g*1am a so °b5jects to Mr. Ball's assertion that the 
niaint;.ablR 'aws and blind forces of nature produce and 
¡l'°ral “! rT10raJ responsibility.” I ask where, or how, would 
JaWs re®P°nsibility come in but for the existence of these 

blind» forces? Together with the forces that are not 
and — ‘ . . . .
res.

if

c Vlz-> mental activity—they arc man’s envir 
>n eu truthfully be said to produce and maintaiî°nsibii

ironment, 
maintain moral

0rces ,1T1°rally bound to .adapt himself to “ play” of these 
aid suiy, when he runs counter to them he acts immorally, 

If j trs the inevitable consequences of so doing.
!,*Wcas a Secularist, induce, by advice and example, a 
SllPern UfltUro *° “ amentl his ways,” am I bound to admit a 

?°t mv‘l U,ral sa»ction ” to or for his improved conduct? Do 
i 1efits Uav!<:e a»d example, and the knowledge of the 
\n̂ Uencpa.uru‘nF to me through the plan of life I adopt, 
n̂ U'doin r C °f my fellow ? My advice, example, and 
aRtUre’s g are my fellow’s environment— they are a part of 
'Rend, °rces—they cause my fellow creature’s resolve to 

C Volif
f aR he r!°n<” Mr. Kingham says, “ can only exist as causal.” 
a n! °f the*^ a ditch by “ willing” to leap over one? The 
vi- 'be Sa d-tch being there causes his resolve to overleap it, 
Rn ’ tli 1110 H10*- '«ay cause him to perform a moral act— 
crotHer mr°'v a rude bridge across the ditch so as to enable 

>s With*ln’ who cannot perform the feat of leaping it, to 
Rat ere ar°>UtiWaH‘nii through the mire, 
is tl)ral. ' ^.th°usands of subtile causes for morality, and all 
%  PRfe do ere 's no such thing or force as “ free will.” It 

Ĥ trinr,̂ 1113, founded in delusion—invented to bolster up 
s °f “ original sin” and “ the fall of man.”

fty.

I conclude that a Secularist is a safe and sure moral philo
sopher—a supernaturalist has nothing solid to stand on.

_________________  Wm. Jones.

MR. ALCOCK’S GOD.
TO TH E ED ITO R OF “ TH E FR E E T H IN K E R .”

Sir,— If Mr. Alcock will judge his God by his God’s own 
Ten Commandments, I venture to say that he will find that 
his God has broken them all but one, and that one the first.

Thou shalt not murder, ordains Mr. Alcock’s God, and this 
God murdered the whole human race at one time, excepting 
only Noah and his precious family, and not counting the 
murder of all animate life on this globe, with the exception 
of the crowd in the Ark. And, by the invention of death, 
this God of Mr. Alcock’s has committed murder ever since 
the “ creation ” by disease and want and war, and is, in fact, 
the arch-murderer of the universe.

Thou shalt not commit adultery, says Mr. Alcock’s God, 
and this God peopled the world by incest, and was born into 
it when he masqueraded as a man in Judea, by adultery !

Thou shalt not bear false witness, commands Mr. Alcock’s 
God, and puts lying words into the mouths of his prophets, 
and makes lying promises to his “ Chosen People.”

Thou shalt love thy neighbors, says Mr. Alcock’s God, and 
instructs the Chosen People to kill their neighbors, rape their 
neighbors’ wives, and violate their daughters.

Thou shalt not steal, says Mr. Alcock’s God, and commands 
his Chosen People—helping them personally at times—to steal 
their neighbors’ cattle and wealth of all kinds.

I suggest that if Mr. Alcock’s God does not, in the end, find 
himself the sole occupant of his own hell, no one need fear 
breaking his precious Commandments.

Common Sense.

P.S.— Considering that this God of Mr. Alcock’s was 
married and had sons of his own, who “ came down ” and 
married with the daughters of men, it looks as though the 
sins of the Father were indeed likely to be visited on his 
children’s children’s children to all generations ! We are, 
according to Mr. Alcock, all sons of his bloodthirsty God, 
so no wonder we are “ a discreditable epsiode on one of the 
meanest of the planets ! Worthy descendants of such a 
monster !” C. S.

The Decline in Church-going.
For many years religious circles in the United States have 

been agitated by the relatively small attendance upon church 
services, and the best minds in all denominations have sought 
in vain for something which would arouse interest in religious 
matters, says the Troy Record. Services have been varied 
and popularised, texts have been chosen from the affairs of 
the day, music has been made a leading feature, but the 
numbers gathering in the churches as a rule bear only a 
small proportion to the population.

That this condition of things is not confined to the United 
States is shown by statistics recently gathered in Scotland. 
At Presbyterian assemblies not long ago in that country the 
question of non-churchgoing was discussed at length, and it 
was shown that there was a decrease not only in church 
attendance, but also in the number of Sunday-school teachers 
and scholars. In Glasgow the attendance per 10,000 of 
population is placed at 1,711, in Aberdeen at 1,751, and in 
Dundee at 1,635. Dr. L^cwie, of Glasgow, figures from this 
that there are in that city 462,000 people who do not attend 
church, in Dundee 82,000, and in Aberdeen 72,000. The 
Scotch are credited with being a religious people, but appar
ently they have the prevailing indifference to religious 
things. ____________________

A Blasphemer’s Faith.
The Catholics of Chicago announced awhile ago that special 

service at their church, corner of California-avcnue and West 
Thirty-eighth-street, would commence on July 18, and extend 
to the 26th, on which occasion “ an authentic relic of Saint 
Anne would be exposed to worshippers.”

Saint Anne, according to Catholic claims, was the mother 
of the Virgin Mary, who gave birth to the infant Jesus, who 
was sired by the Holy Ghost, a fraction of the Godhead, who, 
in fact, was God himself. As Jesus is worshipped as another 
fraction of the Godhead, “ very God of very God,” therefore 
the worshippers at St. Joseph’s Church have had the pleasure 
of looking upon a relic, probably a fraction of that wrist- 
bone, of the grandmother of God.
' The idea is blasphemous in the extreme, and dishonoring 

to “ Infinite Intelligence.”
Gods in Grecian and Roman mythology, a multitude of 

them, were generated by the amors of the supreme gods with 
mortal maidens. Of such were Apollo, Adonis, Bacchus, 
Pollux, Castor, etc. On one occasion Jupiter changed him
self into a serpent to accomplish his purpose. On other 
occasions he personified a bull, a swan, a cloud, a satyr, a dove.

What a pity that Christianity did not rise above paganism 
in its concept of its junior God ; but in that case we should 
have no wrist-bone of his grandmother to admire.

— Progressive Thinker.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, etc.
[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, 

and be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card.]

LONDON.
T he ATHEfUEUM H a ll  (73 Tottenham Court-road, W .) : Re

opened September 1.
W est  L ondon E th ical  S o c ie ty  (Kensington Town Hall, 

ante-room, first floor): n ,J .  E. O ’Dell, " The Democratic Ideal.

O pen-air  P ropaganda .
B a tte r se a  Pa r k  G a t e s : 11.30, W. Heaford, “ Is Religion 

Necessary?”
B r o c k w e l l  Pa r k  : 3.15 and 6.30, W. J. Ramsey.
S tatio n-road  (Camberwell): 11.30, F. A. Davies.
C le r k e n w e l l  G r e e n : 11.30, W. J. Ramsey, "W hat Think 

Y e  of Christ ?”
E dmonton  (corner of Angel-road): 7, A. B. Moss, “  Nature 

and the Gods.”
F in sbur y  Pa r k  (near Band Stand): 3.30, A. B. Moss, “ The 

Bible as a Guide.”
H ammersmith  B r o a d w a y : 7.30, W. J. Ramsey, “ The Ladies 

of the Bible.”
Hyd e  Pa r k  (near Marble A rch): 11.30, E. B. Rose, “ Old 

Trinities— and a New One” ; 3.30, W. Heaford, “ Faith, Hope, 
and Charity.”

R egen t ’s Pa r k  (near the Fountain): 6.30, S. E. Easton," Jesus 
Christ."

Mile E nd W a ste  : C. Cohen— 11.30, “ The Holy Bible”; 7.15, 
“ Woman and Christianity.”

P eckham  R y e  : 3.15, F. A. Davies.
S tr a tfo r d  (The Grove) : 7, E. White, " From John the Baptist 

to Judas Iscariot."
V ictoria  Pa r k : 3.15, C. Cohen, " Christianity at the Bar of 

H istory” ; 6.15, F. A. Davies, “ The Devil.”
K ingsland  (corner of Ridley-road): 11.30, R. P. Edwards, “ The 

Character and Teachings of Christ.”

C O U N TR Y.
B radford  (Vacant Ground, bottom Morley-road) : 6.30, H. 

Smith, " Why I am a Secularist.” August 19, at 6.30, S. II. 
Pollard, “ Darwinism and Christianity.”

C hatham  S ecular  S o c ie ty  (Queen’s-road, New Brompton): 
2.45, Sunday-school.

Failsw o r th  S ecular S unday S chool : E. Treharne Jones— 
2.43, “ Man Progressing, not Retrogressing ”; 6.30, “ Religion 
an Obstruction to Progress.” Hymns and Choruses by the 
Choir, assisted by the Failsworth String Band.

S h effield  Secular  S o c ie ty  (Hall of Science, Rockingham- 
street): 7, Lecture or reading.

PREPARE FOR WINTER
AT SUMMER PRICES

Which are Ridiculously Low Prices.

Weigh this Lot up in your mind for 21 S.t "

1 Pair of Pure Wool Blankets.
1 Pair Large Bed Sheets.
1 Beautiful Quilt.
1 Lady’s Umbrella.
1 Gent’s Umbrella, 
lib Free Clothing Tea.

And in every Parcel we shall put free of all cost 
1 Lady’s Jacket, which we have had left on 

hand in former Seasons.

ALL FOR 21s.
This offer will soon be closed. Think of 

the quantity for 21s.

We Guarantee the Quality.

J. W. GOTT, 2 & 4 Union-street, Bradford*

Works by the late R. G. Ingersoll. TH E BEST BOOK
T he H ouse of D eath. 

Funeral Orations and Ad
dresses. is.

Mistakes of Moses, is . 
T he D evil. 6d. 
S uperstition. 6d. 
S hakespeare. 6d.
T he Gods. 6d.
T he H oly B ible. 6d.
R eply to Gladstone. W ith 

an Introduction by G. W. 
Foote. 4d.

R ome or R eason ? A Reply 
to Cardinal Manning. 4d. 

C rimes against C riminals. 
3d.

O ration on W alt W hitman.
3d.

O ration on V oltaire. 3d. 
A braiiam L incoln. 3d. 
Paine the P ioneer. 2d. 
H umanity’s Debt to T homas 

Paine. 2d.
E rnest R enan and Jesus 

C hrist. 2d.
T hree Philanthropists. 2d. 
L ove the R edeemer. 2d.

W iiat is R eligion? 2d.
Is S uicide a Sin ? 2d.
L ast W ords on S uicide. 2d. 
God and the State. 2d. 
Faith and Fact. Reply to 

Dr. Field. 2d.
God and Man. Second reply 

to Dr. Field. 2d.
T he D ying C reed. 2d.
T iie L imits of T oleration. 

A Discussion with the Hon. 
F. D. Coudert and Gov. S. L. 
Woodford. 2d.

H ousehold of Faith. 2d. 
A rt and Morality. 2d.
Do I Blaspheme? 2d. 
Social S alvation. 2d. 
Marriage and D ivorce. 2d. 
Skulls. 2d.
T he G reat Mistake, id. 
L ive T opics, id.
Mytii and Miracle, id. 
R eal B lasphemy, id. 
Repairing the Idols, id. 
C hrist and Miracles, id. 
C reeds and S pirituality, id.

London : The Freethought Publishing Company, Limited, 
1 Stationers’ Hall Court, London, E.C.

Recently Published, 24 pp. in cover, price 3d. (with a valuable 
Appendix),

Spiritualism  a D elusion: its  F allacies Exposed.
A Criticism from the Standpoint of Science and Impartial 

Observation.
By CH ARLES W ATTS.

London : The Freethought Publishing Company, Limited,
1 Stationers' Hall Court, E.C.

ON NEO-M ALTHUSIANISM IS, I BELIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PRACTl^ 
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.

160 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lette,t^ 
Price is., post free.

r tbe
In order to bring the information within the reach of the pooy (|i 
most important parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet 0« ^  
pages at o n e  f e n n y , post free 2d. Copies of the pampme 
distribution is. a dozen post free. „ jyjf.

The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, says!
Holmes’ pamphlet...... is an almost unexceptional s t at ement Oi s
Neo-Malthusian theory and practice.„...and throughout apP t0 
to moral feeling....„The special value of Mr. Holmes’s serv* js 
the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human well-being g-enera 7 
just his combination in his pamphlet of a plain statement 0 u„t 
physical and moral need for family limitation with a plain ac 
of the means by which it can be secured, and an oner to a 
cerned of the requisites at the lowest possible prices.” . pf> 

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdal 1 
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very high terto 

Orders should be sent to tbe author, „

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAQE,

,atio»The Safest and Most Effectual Cure for Inflamnr 
the Eyes is

Thwaites’ Celandine Lotion
10t&

Cures inflammation in a few hours. Neglected or badly “  f 
cases. 3 or 4 days is sufficient time to cure any case. pin1 
and Inflamed Eyelids. Nothing to equal the Lotion gfO ’̂f
ness of Sight. Will remove Skin or Film that s o m e t im e s  0----- _ a <
on the Eye. As the eye is one of the most sensitive 0 »
the body, it needs the most careful treatment. pt

Cultpeper says in his Herbal Book that if the v‘r)gctac^  
Celandine were generally known it would spoil the s; 
makers'trade. is. ij^d. per bottle, with directions; dj 
stamps.

G. THWAITES, Herbalist, 2 Church-row Stockton'0“
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LIVERPOOL AND DISTRICT,

Advanced thinkers are hereby notified that a Company has been formed to 
acquire central premises for meetings, etc., which shall be under their practical 
control. Shares £ 1 ; 2s. 6d, on Application, 2s. 6d. on Allotment.

Prospectuses and Forms of Application may be had from
R. C. FAULKNER, 29 Islington, L iverpool.

the freethought publishing company
(LIMITED).

Registered under the Companies Acts 1862 to 1890.

Capital .£5,000 in Shares of £1  each. Ordinary Shares 4,000. Deferred Shares 1,000.

Ordinary Shares are still offered for Subscription, Payable as follows :—

2s. 6d. per share on Application, 5s. per Share on Allotment, and Subsequent Calls, at one month’s notice,
as may be required.

1,000 Deferred Shares, bearing no dividend until Ordinary Shares receive 5 per cent, per annum, were all 
Subscribed by Mr. G. W . Foote, of whom the Company acquired the Freethinker, the publishing stock, and 

goodwill of the business.
. It is hoped that Freethinkers, not only in Great Britain, but in all parts of the English-speaking world, 

'Vl|l feel it to be their duty to take up Shares in this Company. By so doing they will help to sustain the 
Publication of Freethought literature, and to render Freethought propaganda more effectual amongst the 
general reading public.
, Mr. G. W. Foote, who started the Freethinker in 1881, and has conducted it ever since, has bound himself 
7 agreement to act as Editor of the Freethinker, and as Managing Director of the Company, for a period of 

len years.
,, The Company’s Registered Office is at 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate Hill, London, E.C. Copies of 
,c Company’s Articles of Association can be obtained there from the Secretary, Miss E. M. Vance, together 
lfb Application Forms for Shares.

The Company sells its own publications at this address, and all other Freethought and general advanced 
Plications. Orders for books, pamphlets, magazines, and journals are promptly executed.

NOW READY.

F O R E I G N  M I S S I O N S :
T H E I R  D A N G E R S  A N D  D E L U S I O N S .

By C. COHEN.
Q

°ntcnts:— General Considerations— Financial— India— China and Japan— Africa and Elsewhere— Converting
the Jews— Conclusions.

Full of facts and figures. Ought to have a wide circulation.

Price Ninepence.
FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING Co., L t d ., i STATIONERS’ HALL COURT, LONDON, E.C.

BI BLE R O M A N C E S .
By G. W . FOOTE

c
Wi?/J -'"The Creation Story— Eve and the Apple— Cain and Abel— Noah’s Flood— The Tower of Babel— Lot’s 
/\nje~-~The Ten Plagues— The Wandering Jews— Balaam’s Ass— God in a Box— Jonah and the Whale— Bible 

•Rais— A Virgin Mother— The Resurrection— The Crucifixion—John’s Nightmare.

THE SECOND (REVISED) EDITION COMPLETE.
160 Pages. Bound in Cloth. Price Two Shillings.

.j, Free by Post at the Published Price.

E p REETHOUGHT PUBLISHING Co., Ltd., i STATIONERS’ HALL COURT, LONDON, E.C.
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R E O P E N I N G
OF

THE ATHENAEUM HALL,
73 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, LONDON, W.C.,

FOR

SUNDAY EVENING FREETHOUGHT LECTURES
On SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 1,

When the Platform will be Occupied by

Mr. G. W. FOOTE,
Who will Deliver

A S P ECI AL  AND I M P O R T A N T  A D D R E S S .
FULL PAR TIC U LA R S IN  D U E  COURSE.

NOW READY. NOW READY.

The Twentieth Century Edition
OF THE

AGE OF REASON
BY

T H O M A S  P A I N E .

W I T H  A  B I O G R A P H I C A L  I N T R O D U C T I O N  &  A N N O T A T I O N S
By G. W. FOOTE.

And a Beautiful Portrait of Paine.

ISSU ED B Y  THE SECULAR SO C IE TY , LIM ITED.

Printed in fine New Type on Good Paper, and Published at the

Marvellously Low Price of Sixpence.
Postage of Single Copies, 2 d.

THE FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING Co., L t d ., i STATIONERS’ HALL COURT, LONDON, E.C-

T H E  B IB L E  H A N D B O O K
FOR

FREETHINKERS AND INQUIRING CHRISTIANS.
Edited by G. W. FOOTE and W . P. BALL.

A NEW EDITION, REVISED, AND HANDSOMELY PRINTED.
Contents:— Part I. Bible Contradictions^Part II. Bible Absurdities— Part III. Bible Atrocities 

Part IV. Bible Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities, Broken Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies*

Cheap Edition, in paper covef-s, is. 6d.; Best Edition, bound in cloth, 2s. 6d.

THE FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING Co., Ltd., i STATIONERS’ HALL COURT, LONDON, E

Printed and Published by Thb FrEetiIought Publishing Co., Limited, i Stationers’ Hall Court, London, E C-


