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The Use of Missionaries.

It is naturally denied by the more zealous Christians
Mat the missionaries are at the bottom of the trouble
N China. The secretary of the Chinese Legation in
~°ndon says that they are ; indeed, he declares that
re will be no peace, and no prospect of peace, until
le nrissionaries are recalled. But the friends of the
1Ss*onaries say that this is all nonsense. The Pro-
/ants admit, however, that the Catholic mission-
£h?s are an obtrusive and intriguing lot, and that the
'nese have at least some reason for hating them
aq0* trying to clear them out of the Celestial Empire,
the other hand, the Catholics broadly hint that all
aid g0 we[j if the «Protestant missionaries would
° back to Europe and take with them their absurd
s'h narrow dogmatism. For our part, we believe both
6s >that is, we believe what the Protestants say of
t 6 Catholics, and what the Catholics say of the Pro-
aot”™8 Probably tbey know each other if they do
know themselves ; and, as lookers-on often see
NSt the game, it is quite possible that we see
~ngh both parties in this interesting dispute,
j be Chinese do not appear to draw a distinction
1 avor of either set of Christian soul-savers. They
j"Me them so that they dote upon their very absence.
evertheless, it must be allowed that there was no
5 lcular opposition to the missionaries when they
a v*sited China. The Jesuits were almost welcomed,
they seem to have taken care that their welcome
53s n°t worn out too rapidly. They taught the Chinese
{food deal of useful knowledge, translated Euclid into
p @ language, gave them lessons in astronomy, and
A them up to many wrinkles in the mechanical arts.
r,stian.i'E.y was 1[1_§i_r_1_g_a_§gg as they went along. Bl#t
«it Dominicans appeared upon the scene and quarrened
.. the Jesuits ; and then the Protestants came and
to9'fe|led with both—and with each other ; and the
u ‘nese began to wish them all to the devil. But
th °rtbnately they stayed there and played the devil with
6 Chinese.
hat is the object of these missionaries ? In the
Place, they are getting a living, and some of them
aiu°d one- Itis a mistake to suppose that they are
the .ning with disinterested zeal. For the most part
d 'b/sionary societies are well-organised agencies for
de Inishing the pressure of the unemployed in the
0 * 1 labor market at home. Millions of souls still
en saving here, but there are too many gentlemen
atfvared already ‘n the business, and it is found
t0 ‘Sable to send off a number of them every year
cOuSave souls in heathen countries. Ostensibly, of
heJ ? e> their object is to save the souls of the said
p°Ssi®&- To save them from what? The only
« 17 answer is that the heathen are going in
t0 88M§ to hell, and that it is an act of infinite charity
VAinft their headlong flight to everlasting perdition.
5ctu’ If tbe missionaries really believe that, and are
ated by such a tender motive, they are worthy of
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our admiration from a moral point of view, whatever
we may think of their intelligence. But they betray at
least the mixture of their motives when they clamor
for protection. They proclaim themselves as a species
of traders. Missionaries should go on their own respon-
sibilities, take their own risks, and accept martyrdom, if
they meetit, as the crown of their enterprise. But when
they claim to be protected as citizens of the countries they
have left, and call for naval and military assistance in
the extremities they have deliberately encountered, they
range themselves with the other commercial classes who
seek openings in foreign lands. Moreover, they exhibit
an additional hypocrisy; for Jesus Christ told his
apostles that they should be delighted when they were
persecuted for his sake, and that a great reward was
awaiting them in heaven. It is, therefore, a gross
insincerity on their part to fly from persecution, often
with indecent haste, and seek shelter under the Union
Jack. They say that Christ is their captain, but when
their persons are in danger they trust to Admiral This
and General That.

Even if the missionaries were perfectly sincere and
absolutely disinterested, we might still ask them
whether their game is worth the candle. China contains
more than four hundred millions of inhabitants. Some
fifteen millions of these die every year. Now, it is
doubtful if the missionaries succeed in converting one
thousand per annum. Would it not be just as well to
let such a few die in their national faith, and make
themselves as comfortable as possible in the other
world with their own countrymen ? It seems to be
overlooked that converted Chinamen are expected to
live in the other world with Europeans, and that a
great many Celestials do not regard the prospect as
alluring.

We see that the Rev. Dr. Clifford, the famous,
energetic Baptist, has been delivering a fiery speech on
the subject of Missions to China. He more than
admits the “greed” of the Catholic missionaries
for “political power,” but he denies that *“our
Protestant messengers have created troubles.” Any-
how, he says, they mean to continue their work.
Their object is to “carry to men redemption and
renewal, and peace and joy, the new life that
is in Christ,” and “ nothing will hold them back.” This,
however, is untrue. Something does hold them back.
Protestant missionaries have been flying for safety to
places guarded by British and other European troops.
They are holding back until they feel they can preach
Christ again with the prospect of regular meals and
sound sleep.

Dr. Clifford affirms that “ the undecaying strength of
missions is the perpetual miracle of conversion.”
Miracle, indeed ! Why, if conversion were a matter of
miracle the whole world ought to have been converted
long ago. Omnipotence should not be as slow
as a missionary society. There are really no
degrees 'in the miraculous ; to God one act must
be as simple as another, and the conversion of
millions as easy as the conversion of units. The
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very paucity of converts is a proof of the absence of
supernatural agency. Indeed, the phenomenon is rather
surprising even on purely natural grounds. Con-
sidering the number of missionaries, their advantages
of education, the money spent upon them, and the
prestige they enjoy of belonging to the conquering races
of Europe; considering also the curious worldly
temptations so frequently offered to the lower classes
of heathen ; it is quite astonishing that so few are
“ brought to Christ.” How many real converts there
are it is hard to calculate, but the nominal converts
can be counted, and the total is a satire on Christian
pretensions. G. W. Foote.

The Church Congress.

T he Church Congress just concluded at Newcastle-on-
Tyne can hardly be said to have been an inspiriting
affair. It mapped out an extensive program, grew
very fervent over the nature of the “ Reformation

Settlement,” indignant over the want of support of
Voluntary schools, tearful on behalf of the under-
paid clergy, vaguely charitable as regards social

problems, talked for nearly a week, and then dissolved,
pleased with itself and everything in general. It was a
glorious opportunity for self-adulation, and it was not
allowed to slip by unutilised. Speaker after speaker
claimed reform after reform as having been achieved by
the Church, until one began to wonder if anything had
ever been done apart from the Church by law established,
and whether the names of Paine and Bentham and Mill
and Owen and Darwin and Spencer, with scores of
others, were not mere myths that we had mistaken for
realities, much as the Catholic Church had, in its
eagerness for martyrs, placed on its roll of saints people
who had never existed.

At this game of quietly annexing all the reforms of
the century as being due to the activity of the Christian
Churches the Bishop of Ripon achieves an easy first.
The abolition of slavery, the improved position of labor,
the development of municipal activity— these, with
numerous other improvements, were all dragged in
under the general heading of “ The Church’s Progress
during the Nineteenth Century.” And all with the quiet
assumption that the working-out of such movements
was part of the ordinary work of the Church, and a
work in which she was always engaged. Not a word
of recognition for the labors of men who lived outside
all the Churches, and who sowed in tears of blood and
misery the reforms that a Christian prelate, with cool
impertinence, now claims as his own. The Bishop
must have known full well that, as a speaker at the
Carlisle Church Congress in 1884 said, “ During this
century the influence of the Church of England, in so
far as it had publicly manifested itself, had for the most
part been nearly always on the wrong side— on the side
of privilege against right, on the side of ignorance
against knowledge, on the side of restriction against
freedom, on the side of the few against the many.”
The Church fought its hardest against the progress of
education, against the entrance of Jews and Catholics
into Parliament, against the abolition of payment of
wages in public-houses ; against the abolition of slavery,
for the expressed reason that it was a blow at the rights
of property ;* against the amelioration of the criminal
code ; against Parliamentary reform, when, as one of
their own number records (Canon Molesworth), “ they
were almost unanimous in their hatred of the proposed
innovation ” ; against the abolition of the Corn Laws,
because, to quote Cobden, “ having an interest in the
high price of bread,” they were almost to a man guilty
of causing the distress. In brief, it is hard to find
what they were not against. I might, however,
recommend to the Bishop a statement made at his own
Church Congress at its last Newcastle gathering. It
was made by the Rev. T. J. Laurence, and was to the
effect that “ No one can read the history of the last two
hundred years without coming mournfully and sadly to
the conclusion that the clergy of the Established Church,
as a body, have resisted most of the political and social
reforms that have made the country a fit place to live in.”

Sir G. Stephen, Anti-Slavery Recollections, p. 179.

THE FREETHINKER.

October 14, i%0
The Bishop, | see from the papers, spoke without
notes, and this may account for the above-quoted state*
ments, as well as for the one that “ under the shadow ot
Christianity humane institutions have always flourished
— a declaration tolerably accurate if it is meant that sooit
humane institutions have existed side by side with tb
Christian religion, but not so if it is meant that Chris-
tianity was responsible for their existence. As a matter
of fact, some of the most diabolical institutions the
world has seen have been created “ under the shadow
of Christianity,” and have been protected by its influ-
ence. Persecution for difference of opinion— one of the
vilest of offences, because of its far-reaching effects °n
the whole life of society— was practised far more ener-
getically by Christians than by any other people th
world has seen. Mohammedanism spared the hereti
on payment of a tribute ; the persecutions of pre-Chris"
tian religions were spasmodic, and usually of a m
character. It was reserved for the Christian religi°n
give the whole world a lesson in this art, to call in eve /
device that human ingenuity could invent for lengthen®
ing the agony of its victims, and to allow no consider®
tion of age, sex, or social standing to come between
and those who dared to differ from its teachings. _
The African slave trade was, too, a thing of Christ!
origin, created primarily to work the mines of S°u
America. It was Christian in origin, fostered by Cnr,»
tians, was unknown in North America until introduce
by Christians, and far outrivalled in horror all tn
we read of concerning ancient slavery. The slave
antiquity was often a poet, a philosopher, a teach 1
The slave of modern American Christians, the desc®,
dants of the Pilgrim Fathers, was prohibited by 1
from learning the rudiments of his owner’s langu®6
The slave system of antiquity might urge on its
that it was an improvement on what had gone beto
The slave system of modern times was delibera
fostered for the satisfaction of the most sordid
motives. .. B
Infanticide is a crime of which modern Christl ,
are never tired of charging pre-Christian nations.
less than a hundred years ago there was going on i°
country, “ under the shadow of Christianity,” a ®
of child murder such as no other nation has everj-Prs
guilty of. It was under the shadow of English Cn »~
tianity that, during the early factory system, childI® |
seven and eight years of age were deliberately mU. tao
for the benefit of their employers. It was in Chris
England that, as late as 1816, an Act had to be
prohibiting children under nineyears ofage from wor
in cotton mills, and fixing the hours of work at not to
than twelve hours daily. Think of the infamous & f
tion of things that required legislation of this char®
and contrast it with the statement, “ Under the sh s

of Christianity humane institutions have a 3
flourished.” The Bishop of Ripon must be eitn
great satirist or 'S
The Bishep found further proof of the
progress in the fact that Christian nations now o

800,000,000 people and control four times as *u

the earth’s area as is governed by non-Christian na 1
This, | suppose, is an illustration of the text, “ ~stfl
are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth ”? an
more evidence from the fact that “ organisations ' t
were started for a definitely spiritual object have »
drawn into social channels.” Really, the speaker *
have been trying to infuse humor into the meeting' <foi
social forces capture organisations that were star n
a “ definitely spiritual object ” we should have *1 .jp.
to have been a sign of the Church’s loss, not Its Jelled
It is true that all religious organisations are con*r "t
nowadays to take some interest in social matters.’
this is precisely because the secularisation of 1 the
gone on so rapidly and so thoroughly that eV~ {5

Churches find themselves powerless to reS Onl/
influences. Probably, however, the Bishop 'va
poking fun.

Turning to other speakers and subjects, Profess® jslji,
in the course of a paper on “ Old Testament Cr> 1 ™ @®
pointed out that criticism had compelled them to a
a great deal of the orthodox position concern' b
Bible. They could “claim no supernatural anti t
of knowledge. They were unable to say whetn” of
difficult recorded event was an actual fact jcttifo
founded on fact, or a popular story, or an €arly V
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j~sed on early narrative.” In fact, they seemed to
know very little about it. Even a Church Congress has
*°jnake some concessions to truth. Professor Bernard
Raised a lament concerning “ the ignorance which candi-
jlates for Holy Orders display of the books of the
Testament”— perhaps that is why they declare
kat they “ unfeignedly believe all the canonical books
the Old and New Testaments "—and adminis-
ered a piece of advice to the effect that they should
dvare of using “ methods of exposition which we
erile or dishonest in any other branch
inquiry an exordium that discleses the inner
Jjature of the clerical mind far more effectively than a
Ifect attack would do. And, finally, Canon Watson
J™ncluded that “ the materials of the historical books [of
INible] have the general character of ancient records
ﬁgy are meagre ; they are unequal intheir treatment of
n ®£s % they are incomplete from a literary or historical
FOInt of view ; the editors were probably separated by
~furies from the events which they describe ; their
s: 0Nedge of the facts was imperfect; they were one-
in their interests.”
Unn usua* discussion of social reforms was left
OF 1 ~e fag end of the Congress. This took the shape
a.paper read by the Rev. J. Horsley on “ The
fusing of the Poor.” | take the following sentences
thgrefr°m as a commentary upon the text that “ under
shadow of Christianity humane institutions have
Vays flourished” :—

‘ Sarcastic seems the phrase ‘ the housing of the poor
. aen the facts recur to one’s mind of the 124,000 people
>n our civil parish living on less than a mile square ;

nearly half a million in London whose home consists

one room ; of 4,575 one-roomed homes in Spitalfields,
. f Which 1,400 are occupied by numbers rising from four
Oeleven persons ; of nearly a quarter of all babes born
near me dying before they are a year old ; of seventeen
Persons found to be inhabiting a single room in my
~N'ghbouring parish, Camberwell; of 3,000 persons to
be acre, through the agency of industrial dwellings, in
°ne part of Whitechapel.”

la™ P retty picture, this, of a large portion of our popu-
Iruggr. after all the “ Church’s progress” ! And the
asthpUnate Yar*  **’s ‘ts truth-  ft is conditions such
atten s®that are creating problems that, unless promptly
Stjj ed to, threaten to ruin our civilisation— far more
Navy °© question of the efficiency of the Army and

9)0Vin°r uhe loss of a campaign. Mr. Horsley was
Snse n”>that even the Church cannot kill the common
that « soine people in stating the secular conclusion
awWd N ‘P1'113'3 an<f drunkards are made by over-
elsew,ed insanitary areas, not attracted to them from
Pigr efe' It is the stye that fouls the pig before the
logs rther fouls the stye, and....... therefore bad land-
in ' whether of village hovels or city slums, are

the ey . responsible for crime.” Long ago ©wen and

al ry I'reethought reformers taught the same lesson,
erl branded as dangerous and immoral for so
lhe (j' .Once more the Christian has to come back to

aature Plsed Secular standpoint to understand the real
b~Od °*, tbe problems confronting him.
1°s*tiv 1 at are the Churches, as organisations, doing?
¢ Wgs 6y nothing. The Rev. James Adderley “ feared
toacti |?e lbat Agnostics and unbelievers took more
*atljrC - interest in this question than Church people.”
little ~dde.rley might further have satisfied himself, by
Party .Examination, that a great deal of this slum pro-
~Ot]greS actually owned by the very Church at whose
rdather ru  Was assisting. And, even were it not so,
hnslau s> h rh nor Chapel would dare to make a direct
~lfujjjj.t on those who are directly responsible for the
ph pr ‘°n whose home is made up of one room. They
ebt pre Cai and theyjcan advocate charity : two excel-
; ent’ves of any drastic reform— the one deluding
of ; M? belief that they are helping to improve
0 .he other, at most, representing but a fraction

0 dand ° Unt t1at wouid have to be spent were wages
P°SsiblP «re?':s regulated so as to render a decent living

a Can an” 'ts absence.
\\e etler<”,°ne doubt that, had the Churches devoted half
tL°rship j 1Jey manifest in constructing new places of
s ®, i ie° fthe creation of a strong public opinion on
it] erhent? *te matter might be well within sight of
Sualid V “~bey can build elaborate “joss-houses”
districts, and thus place before the people a
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visible emblem of their own degradation ; they can
raise, and spend, nearly a million and a-half sterling on
foreign missions ; the country can be roused on the
question of Church ceremonials, or the rival claims of
Church and Chapel; but on this far more vital question
of the mental, moral, and physical well-being of hundreds
of thousands of people it can do little but offer up
vague hopes that the conscience of the nation may be
enlightened—a hope that offends no one, inspires no

one, and leaves things exactly as they were.
C. Cohen.

Did Christ Really Live?

In my article last week | dealt with the nature of
myths, and pointed out how belief in them was per-
petuated. | propose now to give some reasons for
regarding the story of Christ, as recorded in the New
Testament, as unhistorical. It is not my intention to
dispute that a man by the name of Jesus lived two
thousand years ago. Josephus refers to more than
one person of the same name who lived about that
time. My contention is that there is no historical
evidence that the Christ (which really means the
anointed) who is professed to be believed in by Chris-
tians ever existed. Remembering the period in which
he is said to have lived, the many remarkable deeds it
is alleged he performed, and the numerous historians
who wrote about that time, it is certainly extraordinary,
upon the supposition that he existed, that no secular
writer of the first century even alludes to the. Jesus
called Christ. One of the principal Christian con-
tributors to the recently-published volume, The Ancient
Faith in Modern Light, in deploring the lack of evidence
as to the inception of {he Christian faith, thus writes :—

“1t is a singular fact that secular history, which
relates the advance of the Christian faith, gives the
very scantiest account of its origin—gives, indeed, no
account at all....... It seems as though the men who
might have rendered this inestimable service were
smitten with mental blindness; the whole Christian
movement was to them so small, so weak, so entirely
unimportant, that it never occurred to them to trace it
to its source. They held it to be a local folly, a pro-
vincial fanaticism, which might well be left alone with

good-natured contempt ” (p. 87).

Now, it appears incredible that this historical silence
should have obtained if such a person as the Christ of
the Gospels actually lived. And yet, apart from the
New Testament, there is not the slightest trustworthy
evidence that he existed. This is the more strange
upon the supposition that Jesus was equal with God.
For if he were an omnipotent being it is legitimate to
conclude that he would have exercised his power, and
have given to the world a faithful history of his life.

It has been repeatedly urged that Josephus (a.d, 40)
and Tacitus (a.d. no) mentioned the name of Christ.
As regards the former, it is now generally admitted,
even by Christian scholars, that the principal passage
in Josephus’s writings where the name of Jesus occurs
is a forgery. Its internal evidence goes to prove it to
be an interpolation. Dr. Lardner gives up its authen-
ticity, and points out that it was never quoted by
Christian writers before Eusebius ; that the name of
Christ is nowhere else mentioned in any of Josephus’s
works ; that the language is purely Christian ; that the
introduction of Christ’s name entirely interrupts the
narrative; and that, although Chrysostom and Photius
both refer to Josephus, they never allude to the disputed
passage. Dean Milman says : “ It is interpolated with
many&additional clauses” (Milman’s Gibbon, vol. ii.,

285). Bishop Warburton calls the passage “a.rank
forgery” {Divine Legation of Moses, book ii., sec. 6).
Rev. Dr. Giles also condemns it as a forgery (Hebrew
and Christian Records, vol. ii., p. 62). Dean Farrar
says: “The single passage in which he [Josephus]
alludes to him [Christ] is interpolated, if not wholly
spurious” {Lifeof Christ, vol. i., p. 46). Dr. Edersheim
says: “The expressions attributed to Josephus must
have been altered, and in some parts interpolated, by
later writers ” iDictionary of Ecclesiastical History and
articfe Y fosepiiiRn) caypbiiatsays

Biography, . .
grapny was inserted into the text of Josephus

this passage
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between the time of Origen and that of Eusebius,” and
“ may furnish an example of no vulgar forgery” (chap,
xvi., footnote). And De Quincey, in his essay on the
Essenes, emphatically says that “ this passage has long
been given up as a forgery by all the men* not lunatic ”
(Works, vol. ix.).

The passage in Tacitus in which Christ is mentioned
is to be found in the Annals, not in the History. There
is no proof that the passage was ever referred to until
the fifteenth century. Doane, in his Bible Myths, gives
seventeen reasons for believing the passage to be an
interpolation. But something even more important
than this should be remembered. In 1878 a valuable
work was published in London under the title of Tacitus
and Bracciolini: The Annals Forged in the Fifteenth
Cenhiry. The object of the writer was to show that
the Annals in which the passage referring to Christ
appears were not written by Tacitus, but were forged in
the fifteenth century by the famous Poggio Bracciolini.
The author says: “ | give a detailed history of the
forgery, from its conception to its completion, the sum
that was paid for it, the abbey where it was transcribed,
and other convincing minutiae taken from a correspon-
dence that Poggio carried on with a familiar friend who
resided in Florence.” It thus appears that there is no
historical evidence that the earliest secular writers of
the Christian era knew anything of the existence of
Jesus, “ the anointed one.”

Another most important fact which should not be
overlooked when dealing with the story of Christ is
that the main features of Christianity have almost an
exact parallel in the records of previous religions.
Take, for instance, the stories of Krishna and Buddha.
Incidents and wonders are associated with the legends
of their lives similar to those ascribed to the career of
Christ. There is a striking allusion in Justin’s Apology
bearing on the similarity of Christian and Pagan beliefs.
Justin, writing in the middle of the second century,
says —

“When we say that the Logos, who is the first birth of
God, was produced without sexual union, and that Jesus
Christ, our teacher, was crucified and died, and rose
again, and ascended into heaven, we propound nothing
different from what you [the Pagans] believe regarding
those whom you esteem as sons of Jupiter.”.
If this be true, there can be no doubt as to the unhis-
torical character of the story of Christ. When we read
in the New Testament of a virgin birth— that is, a child
being born without a human father ; of the devil taking
Jesus up to a high mountain and showing him all the
kingdoms of the world ; of his having a meal of fish
and honeycomb, and then being carried up into
heaven ; of his being “ born of a woman,” and yet,
like Melchisedec, “ without mother”; of people being
possessed of devils ; of the dead being restored to life
after the body had become decomposed— | say, when
we read stories like these, we know that we are in the
region of fable and romance, and not upon the solid
ground of historical facts. True, Jesus is represented
as being of real flesh and blood ; but the idea of his
rising from the grave, after being deprived of all natural
power, and appearing in a room while the doors were
shut, is utterly opposed to all ideas of reality.

The perpetual repetition of the Gospel stories in
modern times shows that the mythical still rules the
Christian mind. This is specially manifest in the present
revival of the old tradition about the fall of Jerusalem
being the signal for the Messiah descending from heaven
and the final triumph of the Jews. The latest form
which this story has taken is that we are upon the eve
of the reign of Christ and the triumph of his saints.
The growth of the Christian faith, built on ancient
myths, affords a striking illustration of orthodox incon-
sistency and credulity. At first, poor fishermen, weavers,
and tanners, we are told, met for worship in private
houses ; but now their successors assemble in costly
structures, while they repeat the same old stories that
deluded their superstitious predecessors. Fortunately,
however, there is a rapidly increasing section of the
community who will not be misled by the fables of the
past. Many of the greatest thinkers of to-day recog-
nise that the Christianity of the New Testament has no
historical foundation, and that its teachings are only
valuable in sustaining the creeds and dogmas of an
expiring faith. Charles W atts.
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William Morris.

“ What good is like to this—
To do worthy the writing, and to write
Worthy the reading and the world’s delight ?

— Samuel Daniel

W illiam Morris died in 1896. Even yet the gr@&t
body of readers have but a slight acquaintance wit
his work, and lie under the delusion that he was &
able but monotonous poet and a graceless iconoclas >
with a weakness for fine printing and artistic wa
papers. Such is the impression still prevalent regar
ing a writer whose ability is hardly less notewori y
than his versatility in the world of art, and respecting
a man who had so greatly moulded the finer mind3~
his generation. Much of his work may prove
transient interest ; but when time has done wn
criticism can but feebly attempt, and severed the g°
from the dross, there will still remain a precious leg3
to his country. Concerning his artistic work there nee
only be a passing remark here. Its influence has be
and probably will continue to be, one of profound va

Morris’s literary works fill many volumes, his ve™e
alone occupying ten. A poet who comes before »
world with so vast a body of verse must have
insignificant claims in order to justify his pretensio
Morris’s merits lie, for the most part, upon the surt
In the art of story-telling in verse he is without a mo
rival. He is also eminently lucid. Like Macaulay»”
prose, the reader is never for a moment in doubt ot
writer's meaning. His verse demands no intellec
effort. His ideas are never crushed and smotn f
beneath the jewelled panoply of the diction. Hea ,
sacrifices the spirit to the letter ; alliterating not w>
but too well. Morris, of all modern writers, is"the ~
whose poetry approaches most closely to the “sw ~
souled master,” Chaucer, although the modern P .
wanted the humor of the old bard. The Eal ™
Paradise, like The Canterbury Tales, contains a nlll&r]y
of stories linked together by a thread, and is smgu
adapted to Morris’s genius. It affords him the js
scope to his craft as a story-teller. Happily* ~ ~
understood the limitations of his muse. He
attempts to do what he cannot do well, and, whn
reader is never carried off his feet as

One who drinks from a charmed cup
Of foaming and sparkling and murmuring \vime’

he is never allowed to sink to the lower slopef ss
Parnassus, where browseth the minor poet. M
perfect mastery of English, the splendid ease e

N

which he tells a story, and his fidelity to nature, ig*
no doubt with whom his place must be in the apP
tion of all those who love real literature. ~0

The Life and Death offason is a poem of rn° r&airS
ten thousand lines. Another goodly volume c (0]
The Story of Sigurd the Volsung. The DfJ~"gh
Guenevere, Poems by the Way, and Love is fjwgil's

make two thick books. His translations of 0

/Eneid and Homer’s Odyssey increase the bu

add largely to the value of Morris’s poetical wor
Perhaps William Morris will be none the less reg

that he had accomplished so much of the task io4"

set himself. He left the stamp of a vigoro j]iS

viduality on English art and English literature-"j»,

sustained energy, his fearlessness, united to hso fie
were sure to assert, sooner or later, the imlu .

had fully resolved on exciting. He never shra to
advocating his views. He saw there were jvr the

redress, and he came forward as the champ]°n. , coP
sufferers impotently struggling under the artmc
ditions of a corrupt civilisation. , H
William Morris loved nature in all her moo ~ wjtld
affection comes out in his descriptions”™fresn N pulse]
dews of dawn, and remembered with quicken® ~fOgdVv
And while the landscape outlines are dashed 0 730
with unmistakeable truth and force, there ar® S
of those telling touches of detail. So wxvi A
truthful are his verbal pictures that the read® reColleC
often under the impression of reviving fam»iaf
tion than of being startled by new and un *jjau3
beauties. Morris won a high reputation for )L gcresf.
The modern ballad, written in the old style* s
the joke that Morris wrote “ Wardour Stree
The sham antique is seldom a success. *

s;,pples
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Om of poetry is hardly fitted to inspire nineteenth
CGntury poets; there is generally a literary tone which
Plars their affected simplicity. The attempt is usually
idle weaving of sand, fit only, to use his own apt
Phrase, for “ an idle singer of an empty day.”
Christianity was not likely to fascinate an intellect
h& admired the more vigorous qualities of the older
j~ythologies.  The influence of Paganism permeated
Isthought. The gods of the north had vanished ; but
£°ntrasted with the raw religiosity of a “ nation of shop
eepers,” they seemed to the poet’s eyes to shine low
right, and beautiful upon the mental horizon, distance
Inching them with a strange glamor that all but made
llai forget their horrors.
~orris's Freethought comes out clearly in his™ treat’
?eat of the subject of death. He is as materialistic as
ti]\éinbume in regarding death as “ the poppied sleep
end of all.” To him there is no life beyond the
jfrave.  This thought is expressed constantly in his
e The wanderers, who, having vainly sought an
.»] *y paradise, found instead that their wasted lives

Where all things end in death at last,

eager to gain some pleasure out of the dregs
Aei for,
Since a little life at least was left,
They were not yet of every joy bereft,
pi 0 The Doom ofKing Acrisius there is a very beautiful
th ‘ere *wo I°vers thrilled with a finer tenderness by
lov *ea parting. “ O love, to think that
stilf Oan pass away ” 's sad thought of Andromeda,
.flushed with joy ; and Perseus, in reply, says if she
tl Smust think of the dull night that is creeping on
Tt/°r ~ at bought let her hold closer to her bliss.
fy/i same thought is the burden of a song in Ogier the

Kiss me, love ! for who knoweth
What thing cometh after death ?

afts apathy °f old age lulled to rest the seekers
faifu the Earthly Paradise. Their life had been
Lo!

A long life gone, aud nothing more they know—
Why they should live to have desire and foil,

And toil that overcome brings yet more tail

Than that day of their vanished youth, when first
They saw Death clear, and deemed all life accurst
By that cold overshadowing threat—the end.

*h"Uch was Morris’s view of death— the view of a man

°Se mind dwelt among noble memories and itnperish-
m’ 'deals ; whose sole business in life was to bring
Wgh  *° "A036 °f A's fellow-men who were contented
i 'esser recollections and ignoble desires. Was he
Is (i Conf'dent, too presumptuous? We hope not. It
hiei)e e”iTient of truth in the grand Republican ideal of
ita as being equal, brotherly, and free which gives to
thg [c to >ts like their strength. But between us and
ra»; anfl 'n which all this shall be realized a wide aftd
Patig~ fl°°d rolls. A bridge must be built, slowly and
Mor?, Ti to the further mist-hidden shore. Wailliam
this 's.was a master-craftsman who helped to build
5H Future travellers will turn and look up,

See what this brave poet’s hands could rear.
Mimnermus.

Bishops and Hairpins.

'k ft* hairﬁins frequently lacerate Bishops’ fingers during the
Si-on of hands.” "— Christian World.

those who care for science not a rap—
. The folk in whom “ The Faith ” still fondly lingers—
the Bishops keep the Holy Ghost “ on tap,”
And switch Him on with grace-exuding fingers.

% *“laying-on of hands ” the Bishops pose

. As specialists in Holy Ghost conduction,

- hrough whom, to dupes, divine afflatus flows,
tn spite of thickest cranial obstruction.

A bishop’s fingers force the ghost of God

a ~° Penetrate the skull whereon he sticks them ;

‘ "d nought on earth can foil the prelate’s prod,
h-xcept, perhaps, a hairpin, when it pricks them,
ere told ’tis true that Christians all are proof

Th a'nSt " dead|y things but, clearly, itis truer

ghost-blown priests, inspired from head to hoof.
Are never proof against a top-knot skewer.
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As “wand’ring leads ” of God’s electric grace,

Their Lordships leak when pointed hairpins tap them;
And—sadder still—are forced to riM-embrace

The lasses’ heads ; and feel inclined to slap them.

MORAL
O men of God whom hairpins prod 1
Your palmy days have fled ;
Your tricks are known ; leave girls alone,
And try to earn your bread 1
Give up your job, nor longer rob

The living and the dead !
G. L. Mackenzie.

God’s Goodness.

T he race exposes itself to peril because it cannot do other-
wise. Inall the world there is no city of refuge—no temple
in which to take sanctuary, clinging to the horns of the altar
—no “ place apart ” where, like hunted deer, we can hope to
elude the baying pack of nature’s tireless malevolences. The
dead-line is drawn at the gate of life : man crosses it at birth.
His advent is a challenge to the entire gang—earthquake,
storm, fire, flood, drought, heat, cold, wild beasts, venomous
reptiles, noxious insects, spectacular plague and velvet-footed
household disease—all are loud and fierce in pursuit. Dodge,
turn, and double how he can, there’s no eluding them ; soon
or late some of them have him by the throat, and “ his spirit
returns to the God who gave it ”—and gave them.

We are told that this earth was made for our inhabiting.
Our dearly-beloved brethren in the faith, our spiritual guides,
philosophers, and friends of the pulpit, never tire of pointing
out the goodness of God in giving us so excellent a place to
live in, and commending the admirable adaptation of all
things to our needs. Why, three-fourths of this delectable
field of human activity are covered with an element in which
we cannot breathe, and which swallows us by myriads i—

With mouldering bones the deep is white,
From the frozen poles to the tropics bright.

Of the other one-fourth more than one-half is uninhabitable
by reason of climate. On the remaining one-eighth we pass
a comfortless and precarious existence in disputed occupancy
with all these and countless other ministers of death and pain

pass it in fighting for it, tooth and nail, a hopeless battle in
which we are foredoomed to defeat. And the prize for which
we strive “ to have and to hold "—what is it? A thing that
is neither enjoyed while had, nor missed when lost. So
worthless it is, so unsatisfying, so inadequate to purpose, so
false to hope, and at its best so brief, that for consolation and
compensation we set up fantastic faiths of an aftertime in a
better world, from which no confirming whisper has ever
reached us out of the void. Heaven is a prophecy uttered
by the lips of despair, but hell is artinference from history.

—Ambrose Bierce.

Church and Society.

A reason why the Church is one of the most important society
factors known is that it is aregular thing. Receptionsare in-
termittent, calls may be delayed, dinners restricted, but the
Church is regular and gregarious enough to cover a multi-
tude of sins. .

A woman in church has an opportunity to observe her
social superior, which that individual would never otherwise
bestow on her. The church also offers cover for quiet
reflection and observation, which are invaluable to the society

WOTngnfdeal church consists of a mixed element. Spencer’s
law that we develop from homogeneity to heterogeneity is
quite proper here. Simplicity characterised the church at
first; but this was too primitive to last. A few millionaires,
and a greater number of semi-millionaires, are indispensable
to the working of the Church that aims to preserve the
highest social traditions. o
here should also be a sprinkling of the poor.
an air of respectability to the whole affair.
Church is held one day in the week, and is a place where
women assemble to think over their neighbors’ sins and what

They give

thﬁ){eweoarqée went to church, but they have been driven away
bfthe clergy. Now they stay away and play golf. )

Church-going is one of the most delightful social functions,
when properly indulged in. It serves also as a soothing
amelioration for certain inconsistencies, while in its revised
and modern form it is not irritating enough to be disagree-
able. It is a medium of intercourse between those who have
got there and those who want to. ]

Social aspirants cannot always expect to get admitted at
once to the best churches. But money helps ; and, once in,
the clergyman may introduce you to some of the leaders, if

ou are good and practise the best form.

Without church-goiqg many people to-day would not be

in society.—Pucl,
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Acid Drops.

W e hope it is true that the new young King of Italy is a
Freethinker. In that case he may be trusted to better his
father’s example in dealing with the arrogant Papacy. We
read that another Catholic priest has been condemned to a
heavy fine and six months’ imprisonment for saying in his
pulpit that the assassination of King Humbert was no sin.
This is the eighth man of God who has been punished for
the same offence. It is a great mistake to suppose that the
Catholic Church is quite opposed to assassination. It all
depends on who is assassinated, and what he is assassinated
for. If he is an enemy of the Church, his assassin is only an
agent of the divine anger. Students of history are well
aware that the Church has instigated, or approved, a con-
siderable number of such crimes during the last four or five
hundred years. Previously, when the Church excommuni-
cated refractory monarchs, it used to treat the assassination
of such rulers as a virtuous and laudable act on the part of
anj' rebellious subject or private enemy. So long as its foes
were got out of the way, the Church was never particular as
to the method adopted.

The holy influence of the Vatican seems not to have pre-
served its Treasury from theft. Three hundred and fifty-
seven thousand francs have been purloined from its coffers.
Certain inmates of the Vatican are suspected of being con-
cerned in the theft.

Pilgrimages, or rather religious trips, to Rome are being
organised by the Catholic Association. The price for the tour
is jJQ6 15s., travelling, board, and lodging included ; and the
route is via Paris, to give the pilgrims (or trippers) an oppor-
tunity of seeing the Exhibition. The dear old Pope receives
them at the Vatican and eases them of their Peter’s Pence,
which we suppose he wants rather badly after being robbed
of some 720,000 by burglars.

Catholic writers of fiction are fairly numerous in England.
A list of them has been compiled by the Tablet. It includes
the following names :—F. Marion Crawford, Bernard Capes,
Dorothea Gerard, Ella D’Arcy, Mrs. Parr, Adeline Sergeant,
Katharine Tynan, Conan Doyle, F. C. Burnand, Lady
Gilbert, Clara Mulholland, John Oliver Hobbes, Fitzgerald
Molloy, George Egerton, George Moore, Max Pemberton,
Mrs. Clement Shorter, Clement Scott, A. a Becket, Sir
Hubert Jerningham, Miss Forbes Robertson, Florence
Maryatt, Mrs. Wilfrid Ward, Justin McCarthy,'and Father
William Barry.

We never heard before that Conan Doyle was a Catholic.
Judging from some of his writings, he is more of a Free-
thinker. Anyhow, George Meredith and Thomas Hardy are
Freethinkers, and their names outweigh by a vast deal the
whole Tablet collection.

The Unionists gained a seat in the Blackfriars division of
Glasgow. We hope Mr. A. D. Provand, who lost the seat,
did not do so altogether in consequence of his refusal to
support the state-establishment of a Catholic University in
Ireland. On this subject, according to the Glasgow Herald,
Mr. Provand “spoke with an emphasis which is rare in a
parliamentary candidate.” He objected to give money for
sectarian purposes, and said he would be in favor of taking
money from any university where religion was taught. This
gave great umbrage to the Irish party in the division, who
%@”ed upon their “ fellow countrymen ” to vote solidly against

im.

Soul-savers have generally a good eye for the meat which
perisheth. They make the best of the next world for us, and
the best of this world for themselves. Take the Rev. H. R.
Haweis, for instance. This gentleman, having two months’
leave of absence from his own church in London, where we
believe he is tolerably well paid, went down to Birchington-
on-Sea for a good holiday. But he resolved to combine
business with pleasure. Accordingly he held some highly
successful Sunday meetings in a big Variety Hall at Margate.
They were so successful, indeed, that he decided to extend
his profitable enterprise to Ramsgate, and announced a series
of Sunday meetings in St. George’s Hall. The Archbishop
of Canterbury, however, objected to these gatherings as
likely to draw worshippers away from their regular churches
and chapels ; and Mr. Haweis thought it advisable to cancel
the engagement. It appears that the seats were to have been
a shilling in front and sixpence at the back ; and, lest these
prices should be considered excessive in the case of a profes-
sional soul-saver, who was already blessed with a good and
regular income, it was notified that “at New York Mr.
Haweis received one pound a minute.” Whether he earned
it or not is another matter. Certainly no such payment as
one pound a minute was received by Jesus Christ, not even
for the time he spent upon the cross. Evidently, therefore,
the Rev. Mr. Haweis is a great deal luckier than his Savior.
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Twenty-five lady missionaries, bound for India, “a
~send off* the othier evening at the Qirer's Hal;
cellor P. Vernon Smith, who presided, made the cun
observation that the famine in India had shown the ne .
sity for the spread of the Kingdom of Christ. This is
first time we ever heard that Christianity had an influence
the weather. Chancellor Smith, however, seems to thina °’
although in a rather circuitous fashion. “ Although C'
tianity,” he said, “ would not prevent famine, yet the spr*
of the Kingdom of Christ tended to reduce to the least f ,
sible amount the natural evils of pestilence and famine, *
other things which occurred in the providence of God.
speaker’s meaning is not very clear, but he seems to co
the idea that God, in his providence, deals out less pestue >
famine, and other things, to the people who profess and. OF
themselves Christians, and reserves all his surplus stoc
such afflictions_for the poor heathen. We suspect, JoWgors
that the Christians receive less of these providential atten
because they chiefly inhabit the more temperate regions O
earth. .

The Examiner exposes a flagrant piece of clerical
in connection with a Board school appointment. An e-
lent elementary schoolmaster was recommended strongy
a country School Board by the Government “ms”™ ,a\i
When interviewed by the Board, he was told that he ", s
be expected to teach the Catechism. Having resigns
position as a national school teacher because he cou>
conscientiously inculcate baptismal regeneration, he e*P
his views to the members. The vicar of the panslland-
present as one of the Board, and, needless to say, thec @
date’s claims were passed over, though the other memtie
the Board had previously been quite prepared to give *)inICst
appointment, his credentials being in every respect ecll)f
satisfactory. He was afterwards informed by the 1°P f],
that if he had telegraphed instead of waiting on the ~ s
he would have been appointed. This isone of many mst
where a premium is placed on insincerity.
.. jn3
Well might Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman inquu- I
recent speech : “ What in the world have schools to
either Church or parson?” The ecclesiastics, he a
must not be allowed to stint and corrupt and twis .-
divert and occupy our educational system so as to Pre] fCat
its development. What we want, he said, is a “"pre
national, democratically governed, unsectarian, c°.Yra
hensive system of education. Exactly ; that is the na
requirement, and sooner or later it will have to be met.

Quoting this declaration of Sir Henry Campbell-B31™
man, the Church Times says : “ If the Church !limQud
parsons had never had to do with schools, Sir Henry
at this day have been adorning his person with woao>
the manner of his heathen ancestors.”

. _ -2 )
Did anyone ever read such an lIdiotic observation ¢ . te)li-
does the Church Times mean by it? Not only is it ua jalje
gible, it is grossly offensive ; though one could *Sr,..alistc
offence at anything that this dull and obfuscated Rn
print chooses to say. Still, it would be interesting to uxp
as a pathological study of imbecility, what could haVv
floating in its mind when it gave to its readers the
quoted nonsense.

In the diocese of Lichfield a Million Shillings’ Fa°Cf t'e
been started, with the object of extending the w°fy j.ep
Established Church in parishes “ which are not able t it
pace with the times.” The Million Shillings’ Fund 1
have some sort of claim to support amongst Churc1 "t,
the Church itself kept “ pace with the times.” hop O
apparently, is quite too much to expect. The Bis
Lichfield, at a public meeting, said that the scheme h* /fo
first suggested to him in a letter from a clergyma "j,g.
pointed out what the Nonconformist bodies were upti
The Bishop, of course, could not be expected to ~n?" Lflriji
thus informed, what sort of schemes low-class D'S tjis
folks had on foot. Hitherto, we had thought 11 ”e(-
absurd affectation of ignorance of what is known t
body else was confined to Her Majesty’s judges.

Leo XIII. is reported to be busy at the composition ,,
new Encyclical. Its subject is “ Christian Democra Ifyfiilfl
it maybe regarded as a continuation of the Encycl,ca
Novarum which dealt with Christian Socialism. |
lously tolerant fashion, for which we ought to be mexp
grateful, he proposes to accord his approbation t jeifll
demands of democracy. He intends, however, to Lo evol"(
“abuses ” of dewackacy; natably of the Atheistic,

tionaries. Poor old man, his political power is P » jtiII
gone, but it pleases him to think that the nations
at his feet.

ver«?:

A missionary asked a pundit to put into the Hindoo (Jck
cular the hymn, “ Roak of Ages, alaft for me, Let
myself in Thee.” Shortly afterwards he heard “1S
singing with pious fervor, “Very old stone, split for
let me get under one of your fragments,”
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Mr. Tim Healy is reported to have asked T~"Jfd”~ather

his vote, and tg have received the answer. | cweetlv
vote for 'Satan.” Whereupon, as the report tioes T.m sweetly

said : “ | am very thankful to you for your candor “‘at-
case your friend should be unable to put inan Pl
the poll, may | count on your vote ?”

We don’t want to call the reporter of this “'ncldent, a
>, But the story is a very old one, and we are astonished
J see so many newspapers printing it as a novelty.

1 &t as old as John Wilkes’s candidature at Westminster,
and perhaps a good deal older. As wp read the story .g
many years ago, one of the electors said to Wilkes . u
sooner vote for the Devil.” *“Yes,” replied Wilkes,
case your friend doesn’'t stand?” This is neater 1
new version, and wittier too, if brevity is the soul ot wit.

but m

u Whitewashing the Bible men of God is a pretty stiff
jtJ ctaking. Such a quantity of whitewash is needed, and
J?sto ke on so thick. Even then great black splotches
Hud S10w through. The Rev. Dr. C. F. Richardson recently
rftook the task in a sermon which is printed in the

hodist Times. He makes a very poor job of it. There
 spots, he says, on the sun. No doubt; and there are
andl6 tremendous big spots on the characters of the patriarchs
r ®Prophets. The blemishes are natural enough if we
pO- 2 these men as mere ordinary human beings. The
J is that the Bible saints are not presented to us in that
fh't atall. They are supposed to be the special servants,
to Ordes- and associates of the Lord ; and, except in regard
d0°ne or two cases of glaring iniquity, the Scriptural scribes
al n°t appear to recognise that there is anything wrong
wut them.

gr fj Richardson takes occasion to allude to the writings of
“bnuauRk and Ingersoll. Both men, he says, are dead, and
dope - soon be forgotten.” Will they, indeed? It
for n¥look like it just at present. But if they are in time
ty®.°Ren—which we do not for a moment believe—their
1 rflu kve' reacher himself tacitly admits their
tro [@ce- and the influence of other Freethinkers, by the
he; r ke wastes on his weak apologetics, and the admissions
*s forced to make.

dogji®Lord might at least take care of his “ faithful.” It
$u,n(:say much for his watchfulness when he allows the
his 6nts  k's Holy Word to go raving mad, and in one of
YO ?'Vn cathedrals too. During service the other Sunday, in
and pISt?r Cathedral, a young man, known as a local preacher
be Christian Endeavorer, suddenly rose from his seat, and
hav™n tO wave h's hands and make incoherent remarks about
cert'“ 8 been chosen by the Lord as the instrument by which

things were to be accomplished. One lady fainted,
yO triers were so upset that they left the cathedral. The
his”™ man was scnt to the infirmary by the police, pending

removal to an asylum.

shoPParently 'n orcler to give the Gospel-shops and the beer-

UbPS ““disturbed play on the blessed Sabbath, the Leyton

toa T Committee have for the fifth time rejected a proposal
Pen that institution on Sunday.

9)* Colwyn Bay there has been a great outcry against

stron™ £°lh At the annual meeting of the Golf Club a

the if Prol:est was received. It is satisfactory to note that

°ne Venables Williams defended Sunday golf, though

toaj °uld like to know whether he would be equally favorable

"as fSS-feshionable pastime on the Lord’s Day. Anyhow', it
“ecided to disregard the protest.

cO™ < another religious sect! This time it is a religious
telleinunity, established at Kieff, with idleness for its chief
Aw*“ Its members are known as the Malevanchina, and
nfigi *ject all work except that of the household. The sect
Hha many votaries in our own West-end. Taking the
Par® °f our happy Christian land, we might find not a few

h0|,‘,‘, ns Who come as near as possmle to this new form of

’\Il }ncuinbent of St. Mark’s, Battersea Rise, seems to be
RAi<f/;, °f cleric. Recently he published in his
|ffaph \~d Home Magazine the following astounding para-
‘na ‘' - , who has obtained such an unenviable notoriety
3°%e °P|ls Pr°-Boer sympathies, lived not long ago
Oprg2 St- Mark’s, but he no longer resides in Battersea.

para,rmern”cr s quite enough of that persuasion for any
Irom Al ---—--'s son atone time attended Emanuel School,
“ow _.“'eh he was expelled for gross misconduct. He is
kalog “ VHderstand, fighting as a C.1.V. in the Transvaal,
"pfOrr. s father’s frlends the Boers, thus, we hope, making
“eeds ), Isfathers lack of patriotism and his own early mis-
Ode [ 1le malicious reference to the youthful misdeeds of
~Orth,, J has since been fighting under his country’s flag is

y °fa Church of England clergyman.
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It says something for the progress of Secular principles
when the Bishop of Ripon is led to make such admissions as
are contained in his paper on “The Home Work of the
Century,” read at the Church Congress. “ Within the last
thirty years,” he said, “ an enlargement of the scope of the
Christian aim has taken place. The religious impulse no
longer confines itself to what was once called religious work ;
pious people do not now frown upon philanthropic work as
being of secondary value and only humanitarian. Almost
irresistibly the organisations which were started for a
definitely spiritual object have been drawn into social
channels.” This surely is a step in the right direction,
though it has taken the Church a long time to venture

upon it.

Says the Church Gazette: “ What we consider one of the
least lovely features of modern Church policy is its deter-
mined effort to force upon populations its own special type
of primary education, wherever the circumstances permit a
monopoly. The idea is in itself simply hateful, and makes an
honest Churchman blush for his Churchmanship. But Church
leaders and organisers never blush at all.”

Still more testimony on the worse than futility of Chris-
tian missions to China. Mr. F. Thorold Dickson, in the
October number of Macmillan's, writes : “ It is not difficult
to imagine the infinite mischief that has been wrought in
China Proper by telling not only men of an intellectual class,
but the fanatical, narrow-minded officials at the top of the
social ladder, and the seething millions, the ignorant super-
stitious masses who believe anything and everything that
those above them wish them to believe, that their religion is
all wrong, and that they must adopt ours. No wonder that
at the present moment all China is ablaze from one end to

another.”

The Rev. Mark Guy Pearse has had a funny, though not a
very flattering, experience in a Cornishvillage. He happened
to stroll into a chapel tea-meeting, where he hoped to escape
recognition. But one of the “brethren” knew him, and,
coming to him, whispered cautiously : “ Be you the Rev.
Mark Guy Pearse ?” “ 1 be.” “I thought so. Now, would
‘ee do us a favor?” Mr. Pearse signified that he would if he
could. “Well, 'ee see, we be wanting to raise some money,
and a thought have come on us. We seed 'ee, and thought
that if 'ee 'ud come out quiet like, without saying nothing,
we can put 'ee in the vestry. Then we goes into chapel and
says : ‘ Rev. Mark Guy Pearse, author of Daniel Quorm, is
in the vestry, and can be seen for threepence; collection to go

to the cause.””

A well-known bishop recently gave an address to a large
gathering of Sunday-school teachers. This is one of the
things he said : “ Take my advice, teachers, and never have
more than thirty scholars at a time in your class.” And he
does not know now why his hearers smiled. The Sunday
Companion suggests that, when there is so much difficulty in
securing the attention of even twelve, the bishop might well

have spared his advice.

The Rev. Price Hughes told the new Wesleyan ministers
in London that they should not preach longer than half-an-
hour, for Londoners could not stand long sermons. True,
quite true, most noble Hughes ; and there are countless
Londoners who can’t stand sermons at all, either long or

short.

Apropos of this there is related the following story of Lord
"osebeiy and Dr. Creighton  The peer said that there were
imes when, overworked, he could not sleep at all, and envied
hose who could do so. The Bishop replied : “ Well, my lord,

never suffer from sleeplessness, | can assure you.”

Indeed I’ said Lord Rosebery. “ Perhaps, then, you will
;11 me how you do this. | shall be glad to try your cure.”
Yes, | will tell you,” said Dr. Creighton, smiling blandly.
Whenever | feel weary | sit down and commence to write a
irmon—then I'm ‘off’ in a few minutes. If, however, |
ommence to read a sermon, | am ‘off’ in a very few
iconds.” “Ah, my lord,” replied Lord Rosebery, “of two
riis | think I will choose the least 1 Much rather would |
n without sleep than read a sermon 1’

On the ever-recurring question, Why won'’t people go to
church ? the Church Gazette says : “ What we have observed
is the general prevalence of such an amount of twaddlesome-
ness as will fairly excuse any sane man from going to church
or chapel, on the score of its meaning a great waste of

valuable time.”

“Twaddlesomeness ” is a good word applied to Gospel-
shop performances. We thank the Church Gazette for it.

Mrs. Mary Alicia La Bau, one of Commodore Vanderbilt’s
laughters, is sued in the Supreme Court by one Dodge to
ecover 20,000 dollars as a balance due on a contract to
-urchase a quarter interest in patents right from him for
,000 dollars, In her answer Mrs. La Bau alleges fraud,
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She lIsays’ that, knowing her to be a Spiritualist,~Dodge
employed mediums to deliver her messages from the spirit
world advising her to invest in his concern. She has already
given him 40,000 dollars.— Truthseeher (New York).

The Rev. George C. Lorimer, pastor of Tremont Temple,
Boston, has refused the offer of an increase of one thousand
dollars in his salary, and his extraordinary self-denial is being
duly celebrated by the American press. It appears, however,
that his salary is already seven thousand dollars a year, which
is supplemented by his earnings as an author. When an
apostle of the poor Nazarene is in receipt of something like
¢,2,000 a year, it is perhaps about time that he stopped
burdening himself with what is calculated to keep him from
entering the kingdom of heaven.

Dr. Lorimer says that his present income is sufficient to
fully answer his wants. We should think it was. Jesus
Christ would probably say ditto with much emphasis. The
founder of Christianity never saw so much money as ,¢’2,000
in his life—not even when he upset the tables of the money-
changers.

Ellen Clements, of the Salvation Army, died while praying
at Bacup. She was holding a public conversation with the
Lord in the Drill Hall when she suddenly collapsed. Some
might think that the Lord could stand it no longer, but the
doctors say it was a case of heart disease.

Had a Secular lecturer fallen dead in the middle of his
address, the Christians would have looked upon it as a “judg-
ment.” When such an accident happens to a Christian
speaker they do not see that it has any meaning.

Bismarck’s last words, according to Dr. Oncken, Professor
of History in the University of Gieszen, were as follows :
“ Dear Lord, | believe. Help thou mine unbelief, and receive
me into thy heavenly kingdom.” The professor does not
state whether Bismarck was “ received,” or whether he had
to apply elsewhere. The most interesting point is so often
omitted.

Dr. Variot, of Paris, according to a Lisbon paper, has
discovered a process for embalming bodies which, it is
thought, will prove a great success. He not only embalms,
but mentalises the bodies by the Ruolt process, just as is
done with a fork or spoon. In this manner they can be pre-
served indefinitely, and to such perfection that the most
imperceptible wrinkles and lines are reproduced, and the
embalmed body has the appearance of a'metal statue. The
process is as follows : After a bath in pure carbolic acid and
being strongly rubbed with nitrate of silver, the body is sub-
merged in a galvanic-plastic bath, after which a sligfit layer
of nitrate is applied to it. Nickel-plated saints arising at the
sound of Gabriel's trump will, it is conceived, lend glitter, if
not impressiveness, to the resurrection.— Truthseeher (New
York). _

A Wakefield local preacher is in trouble. His name is
Henry Hillaby, and he was a burning and shining light
amongst the Primitive Methodists. He took a trip to
America ; but the police went after him, and have brought
him back—for embezzlement. He is now in free lodgings.
It is uncertain when he will preach again.

William Barrett murdered his wife at Plaistow in August.
The details of his crime were so shocking that women were
ordered out of court during the trial. He was hung at
Chelmsford after the regulation interval of spiritual refresh-
ment. He took the sacrament an hour or so before his
execution, so that he may be said to have died with the body
and blood of Christ inside him. His last words were, “ O
Lord, help me !” He does not appear to have been troubled
as to whether the Lord had helped his wife.

“ England,” says the Rev. G. S. Reaney, “ will never be
saved by parsons and priests.” Of course not. We have
often said so. And we are glad to see it confirmed by a
good authority.

Sir Michael Hicks-Beach has let the cat out of the bag
with regard to the dole of ,,'600,000 per annum to the
denominational schools. Speaking at Bristol the other day,
he said that without it these schools would have ceased. In
other words, the “ voluntary ” contributions were so declining
that the Government had to hurry up to the parsons’ relief;
and now, instead of uncertain charity, they have regular
State grants, without the addition of public control.

“ My dear brethren,” said a Baptist preacher, “ 1 can only
give you now what God will send me ; but to-night I will
come better prepared.” This story floated about at the recent
Baptist Conference.

Baptist preachers, in Conference assembled, have been
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troubling their poor heads—some of them are very poor--
over the question of cigarette smoking. Indeed, they passed
a strong resolution on the subject, especially in relation to
juvenile whiffers. It did not occur to these solemn gentlemen
that what they have to save us from is not the smoke of
tobacco, but the smoke of hell. Perhaps the lads who affect
cigarettes are only training for their future habitat.

At the Church Congress discussion on “The Housing pf
the People,” the Hon. and Rev. J. Adderley, of Victoria
Park, London, said that “ His own experience was that
agnostics, unbelievers, and freethinkers were much more
active in these matters than churchmen.” Well, there is
nothing wonderful in that. Those who have no belief in P
future world may be expected to make the best they can A
this world. It is their only chance.

The Freethought
Twentieth Century Fund.

SHILLING WEEK.

A good many Freethinkers have remembered “ ShilK1»
Week.” A good many more have not. Perhaps t®
general elections have had something to do with this-
Anyhow, the door is still open for laggards a‘a
repentants. “ Shilling Week " has generally run in°
“ Shilling Month,” and | suppose it will do so aga'Q
While thanking those who have subscribed, and whose
letters | have read, often with much pleasure, | beg tO
remind all the rest that | am waiting to hear from then'-
Seventeen years ago | was waiting patiently for a d°°r
to open—in Holloway Jail. | hope | shall not have to
wait as long for some Freethinkers on this occasion
Perhaps the thought of how | waited then will
some of them now. Not that | stand to gain anythin»
personally, whether they are quick orslow ; | am PreS™
ing them to give to the cause | love, and they giv® 1

me indirectly when they do that.
G. W. Foote-

Subscriptions received by Tuesday, October g.

Four Hampsons, 4s.; S. W. Baynards, is.; T. Roberts, |
H. M., 2s. 6d.; Collection at Mr. Foote’s Evening Lecture
Manchester, (4 6s. 6d.; Mrs. G. Dickinson, is.; C. Heato 1
2s. 6d.; T. Heaton, 2s. 6d.; R. Davison, 5s.; J. Herringt®, ’
is.; W. Banks, 2s. 6d.; W. M. Constant, 4s.; F. E. wu* '
2s.; J. Unsworth, 2s.; E. Simpson, is.; J. Tomkins, 2’!
T. Rainbow, is.; E. Jones, 5s.; A Friend, is.; No Name>1jJ
J. R. Webley, is.; Mr. and Mrs. Henderson, 2s.; A Sco
Freethinker, ios.; G. Hunter, 3s.; T. Dunbar, is.; R-JaCe
5s.; Freethinker, 2s.; Two Plymouth Chums, 2s.; O. Ne*
is. 6d.; R. W., 2S.; G. Wilson, 5s.; W. Mitchell, Is-" "'
Little, 2S.; W. Davidson, is.; J. D. M., 2s. 6d.i ™
McLelland, 3s.; C. Burgess, 5s.; C. L. Wright, 3s.! ,
Wilson, 2S.; H. Thorp, 2s.; D. J. Williams, is.; W.
3s.; J. Stanway, 2s. 6d.; J. Sanderson, is.; W. Sanders
is.; B. Eglantine, is.; S. M. Peacock, is.; G. White, is-; 9

Fitzpatrick, is.; E. Chapman, is.; J. Chapman, is.; J
Horsman, is. ; J. Menzies, is.; J. Fothergill, is. \ g
Fothergill, is.; S. Fellows, 5s.; L. Simpson, 2s. 6d.; j-

Long, is ; W. B. Thompson, is.; A. Walker, 2s. 6d.; .
Duke, is.; R. Brooks, is.; A. Hamilton, 2s.; G. Kirtlefi.j
T. Armstrong, is.; W.A. Stewart, 2s. 6d.; E. Kirtley, ¢s- p
H. Organ, is.; G. Bintlan, 2s.; Walham Green, is.; y's
Morrish, 5s.; L. Firth, 5s.; J. R. Evans, 2s.; W. Morris,™
R. Ralston, 3s.; Blackburn Branch Members, i5s-
H. F. Sesemann, ios.; S. W. Baynards, is.; D. Frankefi
J. Baker, is.; J. B. Skeoch, ios. Gd.; J. Cheale, IS'ts
Barclay, 35.; J. G., 2s. 6d.; J. Ralston, 5s.; A. Ralston, >
J. Stewart, 5s.; W. Muir, 5s.; J. Walker, 5s.; W. PN eL el
25. 6d.; Mrs. Patterson, 2S. 6d.; W. Bell, 2s.; W.

2s.;J. Boyd, 2s.; R.S,, is.;T. H., is.; J. W., is.; T. Hi»Dj
is.; Policeman, 2s.; W. H. S., is.; T. Whitely, is.; (
Hughes, ss.; G. Brainbridge, is.; J. S. Jordan, 3& (n
Cruddas, is.; T. M. M., 2s.; Joseph Bevins, 5s.; R. Ro®L 5
3s.; W. Cody, £1 ; M. Christopher, ios.; H. J. Savor). j
W. Robertson, is.; E. Jones, 2s. 6d.; S. Holman, 2s” |S
Porter, is.; W. Cromach, 5s.; W. Pike, is.; J. Kelsey. g
J. O. Bates, is.; Someone Else, is.; A. Window, 2s.; ',
Window, 2S.; J. Beale, 5s.; J. Oran, 2s. 6d.; G. Kersle). »
F. Purland, is.; Speedwell, 6s.; R. Stirton, 2s.; E.

S?.; T. R. H., 5«; Pauline Hull.”~i ; H. Good, 4 s ,
Millar, 2S. 6d.; Another Policeman, 2s. 6d. ; C. Mascall, ~1 |
James Thompson, 10s.; T. Thurlow, 4s.; A. Hull, is. N
Young, 5s.; R. E, Mann, 5s.; Scotius, 2s.; Anarchist)
G, May, 2s,
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

Sunday, October 14, Athenaeum Hall, 73Tottenham Court-road;
730, " South Africa and China : A Secularist's Outlook.

October 21, Birmingham ; 28, Leicester.

To Correspondents.

Charles Watts's Engagements.—QOctober 14, Bolton ; 21,
Birmingham; 23, 24, 25, and 28 (Sunday), Glasgow and
districts.  November 4, Liverpoal—=All communications for
M* Watts should be sent to him at 24 Carminia-road, Balham,
PW. If a reply is required, a stamped and addressed enve-
ope must be enclosed.

Foote hopes and intends to visit Plymouth this

L. J.—Mr.
ynter. We suppose the Co-operative Hall is stilly available.
The articles on “ God's Mother,"” with additions, will be pub-

lished in pamphlet form very shortly. The editor is in first-rate

~ T. HAMPSON sends his promised £4 to the Freethought
twentieth Century Fund, and a further subscription to Shilling
Week. “ 1 hope,” he says, “ the party will provide a substantial
sum with which to carry on the good work."

~ Roberts.—We wish all would translate their " admiration,
as you do, into a Postal Order.

A' H. Tabrum.— (i) Any repudiation that Dr. Horton chooses to
send us shall be inserted. We decline to insert anything
second-hand and semi-oracular. (2) If you have read Darwin’s
. *fe and Letters, you were something less than honest yourself
mfrying to work off that old wheeze about Darwin's “ belief in
a Creator.” We cannot find room for any more communica-
hons from you on this matter. We gave you space when you
aPpeared to be straightforward.

M. —We do not quite understand your postscript.

Dickinson (Mrs.).—We are specially pleased to hear from
eady members of the party.

Deaton.—Glad to hear you will try to send the same amount
a&ain. We note your hope that Shilling Week will be "a
&rand success."

~Avison sends cheque for his promised £2 to the Twentieth
~Gntury Fund, and a further contribution to Shilling Week.

NHerrington writes: "With regard to John Burns being a
freethinker, | heard him say, two years ago, that it was better
give children a good technical education than to force a lot
religious balderdash down their throats. It was on Clapham
Common.
*R- Ball.—Many thanks for cuttings.
Barks.- -Duly credited. Thanks for your good wishes on
v/~alf of the Twentieth Century Fund generally, and Shilling
p Week in particular.
L itris.—Shall be seen to. Of course we understand that
g r°u must support your own Branch. Thanks for cuttings.
*Simpson.—Pleased to hear you "hope to do better next Shilling
eek,” and that you trust the new Fund will be a “great
Access.” Your newsagent is misinformed. The new edition
the Bible Handbook is going off well, but it is not sold out.
e Wish it were. Renew your order, and insist on having the
If you are disappointed again, order it direct by post
om our publishing office. We note your opinion that the
jjLcles on Shakespeare were “splendid.” The article on
; arie Corelli's Master-Christian had to stand over for a little
g c°nsequence of the pressure of other work.
{ « « man.—Glad to know you hope to send another subscrip
ena week or two.
p D'Mbv sends £$ in redemption of his promise towards the
enough! Twentieth Century Fund. He says he is not
r Is"ed with the party’s response to this appeal, and that

se ,0C° ousSibt to have been given or promised before this. It
g ems to him that too many Freethinkers want their Gospel of
weafon “ without money and without price,” whereas they

“»W Be expected to " shell out” with some liberality if they
i4 re Christians. This correspondent wonders why the late
to tIk*US of Queensberry didn’t leave one of his many thousands

sta"Ccaase °f Freethought. What is wanted, in the circum-
0 nces, is a realisation by the rank and file of the party that

r propaganda is crippled by want of funds. “ Let them make
hew”C'r to give freely now, in order to commence the
g Vvcentury with more hopeful prospects.”
5 jj ™~ ARREN—Thanks. See paragraph,
g a °Lmrs.—We appreciate your good wishes,
dn. Parlton>—Your letter is interesting, and your sentiments

V. vv.°Uhonor- . . -
th,, ' Pearce sends ios. for “ ten rounds of ammunition against

frOok-

1 ﬁa ?a%aﬁQX.—We have posted you a copy of the late
It es Bradlaugh’s instructions to persons wishing fo affirm.
ign a P>ty that magistrates, and even their clerks, are so
claij/ant °f the Oaths Act. When a witness, or other person,
that th® to states that he has no religious belief, or
Court- . tat’n8' °f an oath is against his religious belief, the

1>*bound to administer the affirmation forthwith.
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-Your suggestion shall be considered if the exigency

A. G. Lye.
arises.
C. L. W. Sorry to hear of your trouble. Jesus was correct in

saying he came to divide households ; and his own household
of faith is pretty well divided, too. We do not know of any
small book such as you seek. You must try to open the poor
victim’s eyes yourself. But be patient.

A. V\/a_tlker.—We hope you will always maintain the same brave
spirit.

H. B. Dodds.— It was intended to resume “ Book Chat,” but we
have not yet been able to complete arrangements for relieving
us from a lot of clerical work that should be done by other
hands.

R. Brooks.—No doubt the circulation of the Freethinker would
increase if the price were reduced to a penny. But we don't
think, as you do, that it would more than treble in a very short
time. This journal is a speciality, and only appeals to an
exceptional class of readers. The man in the street, with a
penny to spend, prefers something a lot flabbier.

E. Woodward.— See paragraph.

W. Wilson.—Glad to hear from an old Freethinker who used to
listen to Charles Southwell, and to know that you are so highly
pleased with this journal.

H. Tiiorp.—You point to a real difficulty. Perhaps we shall be
able to overcome it in time.

Dr. Robert T. Nichols (llford) sends cheque for his promised
£2 2s. towards the Twentieth Century Fund.

W. Pugh.—Shall appear.

J. Stanway.—Glad to hear you will “ add a bit more before the
year is out."

R. Chapman.—See acknowledgment.
South Shields twelve.

J. W. O’Leary.—The fact that the human race is no more im-
mortal than any of its individual members is no reason for not
promoting the work of progress. Just as a man may make the
best of his sixty or seventy years, so the race may make the
best of its myriads.

Freethought Twentieth Century Fund.—G. Freeman, ios.;
S. Holmes, ios.; E. A. Charlton, ios.; W. W. Pearce, ios.; H.
B. Dodds, ios.; George Brady, £2; Mrs. Daniel Baker, £1 ;
James Carroll Jordan, Xos.

W. H. Morrish, a veteran Freethinker, of Bristol, calls his sub-
scription to Shilling Week "a slight appreciation of your
unflagging efforts in the cause of progress.”

L. Firth.—We fear the elections have caused a good many to
forget Shilling Week. Perhaps they will recollect it yet. Better
late than never.

H. O rgan.—By all means bring your wife along when Mr. Foote
is next lecturing in your neighborhood, and introduce her with
yourself.

G. Brady.—Very pleased to hear from you again. We note your
hope that the Twentieth Century Fund will "total to four figures
—preferably all nines.”

J. E. Harley.—See acknowledgment.
not put amounts against them.

James Neate.—Glad to hear your brother-in-law will subscribe
£1.

D. Frankel.—Under the new scheme it is intended to have
Sunday evening lectures in East London.

R. Johnson sends his promised £2 2s. to the Twentieth Century
Fund. He wishes he could have sent more, and is perfectly
satisfied that the Fund will be well administered.

J. Baker.—There is room for a good monthly, like the old
Progress you so much enjoyed ; but it would need another
editor. Mr. Foote is overworked already.

J. Ralston, sending a good list of subscriptions from Motherwell,
says : "You have done yeoman’s service to the cause, and |
earnestly hope there will be a hearty response to your present
appeal.”

T. P. Stewart sends his promised guinea to the Twentieth
Century Fund, with some subscriptions to Shilling Week from
friends. He asks when Mr. Foote is coming North again.
Perhaps before Christmas.

F P. Sterry, 2 Briar-road, Twickenham, has mislaid the letter
of the Freethinker who wrote to him about forming a local
N.S.S. Branch. Will the correspondent forward Mr. Sterry
his address again ?

James T homson.—Yes, if “thousands” sent as much as you do,
all would be well.

Policeman.—Very pleased to receive your interesting letter, and

hope to deserve all the good things you say of us.

T. L. Hughes.—Thanks for the suggestion.

G. Cruddas says: “Your scheme re continuity of effort is
splendid.” We hope it will prove so.

W. Cromach.—lllegalities in the Church are of more concern to
Churchmen than to us. Thanks all the same.

G. Kersley.—Quite amusing. Kiss the little maiden for us.

ANDREW Millar.—T here was no wincing, anyhow.

J. B.—Acknowledged as ” Another Policeman.” There was one
"in front of you. Yes, the question of Headquarters in London
will have to come; but we have patience, and bide our

time,;

Our compliments to the

You sent names, but did
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Received.—Glasgow Herald—Truthseeker (New York)—Boston
Investigator— Public Opinion (New York)—La Raison—The
Crescent— Marylebone Advertiser—Leeds Mercury—Ethical
World—Secular Thought—Literary Guide—Bacup Times—
Reynolds’ Newspaper—The Liberator—Torch of Reason—Two
Worlds— Freidenker.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.

T he National Secular Society’s office is at i Stationers' Hall Court,
Ludgate Hill, E.C., where all letters should be addressed to
Miss Vance.

Lecture Notices must reach 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate
Hill, E.C., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.
Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to

1 Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate Hill, E.C.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Freethought Pub-
Iisr|1|ing Company, Limited, i Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate
Hill, E.C.

The Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:—One year,
10s. 6d.; halfyear, 5s. 3d.; three months, 2s. 8d.

Scale of Advertisements:—Thirty words, is. 6d.; every suc-
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch,
4s. 6d.; halfcolumn, £1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special terms
for repetitions.

Sugar Plums.

W hat with the fine weather and the lassitude following the
parliamentary elections, it was not surprising that Mr. Foote
had a smallish morning audience at Manchester on Sunday.
Happily there was a marked improvement in the afternoon,
and the Secular Hall was crowded in the evening ; all the
standing room being occupied at the back, and a good many
people having to be turned away from the doors. Everybody
was in a good humor, and the lecturer was in his best form.
Mr. Pegg, the chairman, made a reference to the Freethought
Twentieth Century Fund, and some words on the subject were
added by Mr. Foote. Unfortunately it was not possible to get
through the meeting with collection boxes ; but the respect-
able sum of ,;4 6s. 6d. was collected as the audience passed
out.

Mr. Foote lectures this evening (October 14) at the Athe-
naeum, 73 Tottenham Court-road, London, W. His subject
will be “South Africa and China: A Secularist’s Outlook.”
Freethinkers should give publicity to this lecture among their
more orthodox friends, and the hall should be crowded. Dis-
cussion will be allowed as usual.

Mr. Charles Watts had another good gathering last Sun-
day evening at the Athenaeum Hall. His criticism of the
pretensions of Spiritualism met with a hearty approval from
the audience, many of whom were strangers, including a
good sprinkling of ladies. Mr. C. H. Cattell presided, and,
in a neat little speech, urged the claims of the Freethought
Twentieth Century Fund.

During the past week Mr. Watts has been debating in
Bolton upon Spiritualism. We hope to give next week a
brief account of the two nights’ encounter. This evening
(Sunday, October 14) Mr. Watts lectures in Bolton, when no
doubt the Lancashire friends will muster in good numbers.

Arrangements are completed for the Freethought Demon-

stration in the Town Hall, Birmingham, on Sunday,
October 21. The Demonstration itself will take place in the
evening. Mr. Foote will take the chair at 7 o’clock, and will

be supported by Messrs. C. Watts, C. Cohen, and H. P.
Ward. Speeches will be delivered by alj four. Local
“ saints” who desire to have particulars as to the tea and
the reserved seat tickets will please apply to the secretary,
Mr. J. Partridge, 65 Cato-street, Birmingham.

As the use of the Birmingham Town Hall is granted by
the Corporation for the whole day, it has been decided to
hold an afternoon meeting as well as the evening Demonstra-
tion. Mr. Watts will occupy the chair on this occasion, and
Mr. Foote will, by special request, lecture on “ Marie Corelli
and Jesus Christ.” Of course the admission is fo be free, but
there will be a collection towards the expenses.

Mr. C. Cohen delivers three lectures to-day (Oct. 14) at
Pontypridd, particulars of which will be found under the head
of “ Lecture Notices.” We hope the South Wales friends will
give him bumping audiences.

W e have received a copy of the Manifesto of the “ Secular
Education ” party at Birmingham. It is an admirable and a
statesman-like document, which should produce a strong
impression on the more intelligent and thoughtful electors.
We hope the candidate, Mr. H. Percy Ward, will find a
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sufficient number of supporters to give him fifteen votes each,
and put him somewhere near the top of the poll. Anyhow,
he ought to secure a scat. Mr. Ward is, of course, in favor
of Trade Union hours and wages for the Board’s employees.
He would also maintain the equal right of all parties to the
use of the Schools for public meetings.

Mr. G. L. Mackenzie and “ Mimnermus ” will perhaps b*
pleased to learn that productions of theirs are reproduced il
the Liberator (Melbourne) from our columns— namely, “ Ibs-
honest Critics ” and “ The Betrayal of Burton.”

The last number of Secular Thought (Toronto) to hand
contains the third and last of Mr. Foote’s articles on Shake-
peare, reproduced from the Freethinker.

Public Opinion (New York) is a high-class weekly. The
last number to hand, under the heading of “ Religi°ws!
contains a brief article by Dr. Joseph, Parker (with a portrait)
on “How are the Masses to be Attracted ?” “ | question,
he says, “ whether they are to be attracted by mere shows,
tricks, and shallow novelties.” Can it be that he speaks
from experience ? Dr. Parker’s article is followed by a brie*
article from the Freethinker, or rather some “ Acid Drops in
the form of an article, on the same subject. We congrat“"
late our American contemporary on its open-mindedness an®
impartiality.

The Camberwell Branch has closed its outdoor lectuf*
stations for the season, with the exception of Station-roa“>
which will be continued as long as weather permits, “in
Cohen has kindly promised to conduct a series of Scie“ie
Classes on Sunday mornings throughout the winter months-
These gatherings—of which further particulars will B®
announced—will, no doubt, be well attended, especially a
there are no restrictions, all comers being cordially welconie-
To-night, at the Hall, Mr. B. Hyatt will give his able
elocutionary recital.

Mr. A. B. Moss had a very large audience on Sunday I“s
at Victoria Park, when he wound up his outdoor season by a
lecture on “ Religion and Rationalism.” He had two opp0O'
nents, both of whom he answered to the entire satisfact'O
of the audience.

The Passing of the Creeds.

Dogma Disappearing before the Advancing
Scientific Spirit.

A creed is an authoritative statement of somethin»
that nobody knows anything about. Creeds are ho;
hypotheses, sanctimonious guesses, pious presumpt'0 _
that threaten and damn. Their field is the unknown”
they journey into the eternities past, or into
ages still to come, and relate how the Infinite felt, ‘vl
he thought, planned, purposed, and designed, and ho
he will feel, think, accomplish, and consummate. . (
Creeds lay down the lines for the orthodox teZe'n0
and for the orthodox God. They leave to man
freedom of thought, and to God no freedom of acti® ’
They put both God and man under probation. If
does not believe as they say he shall, they consign "~
to hell; if God shall not act as the creeds have dictate >
we do not know what they will do with him. PermT»
when the time arrives, an ecumenical council wm
called to settle that.

creeds and creed-making.

Creeds are based upon authority ; they do not
tend to be founded upon evidence, proof, knowledg'
discovery, reason, science, or sense—they are ab
such trivialities, they represent authority. The M 4
they offend reason, transcend knowledge, and conto
common sense, the greater is their authority ; the m »
unbelievable they are,’ the greater is the merit
believing them. If it is possible to win salvatmO j
intellectual penance, mental mortification, the d'-~eS
of knowledge, the crucifixion of reason, and at all tj
resisting common sense like the Devil, then to be 1
any one of the creeds ought to assure one of the n
harp, and crown. Mot

Creed-making culminated about 250 years ago- e
far from the middle of the seventeenth century the U -t
most conspicuous creeds were adopted. Up tm
time the Greek Church had been using a creed tha %Yy
Churches themselves had chosen—a creed prepay
a bishop ; but it was about the year 1650 tha
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Greek Church formally recognised and authorised this
creed. Not far from the same time the Reformed
Church of Germany authorised its creed. They used as
N basis the creed of Luther, that of Calvin, and the
Heidelberg Confession. It was'about the same time
that the English Parliament appointed an assembly
consisting theoretically of more than one hundred and
fifty clergymen and laymen, but which had, as a matter
of fact, an average attendance of about seventy-five.
This assembly was appointed to take up matters con-
cerning the Church, its doctrine, practice, and faith,
‘laving been duly convened, this assembly continued

session for the space of six and one-half years,
finishing in February, 1649. The result of that
assembly was the “ Westminster Confession of Faith,”
~hich has remained until this day the great symbol of
Calvinistic dogmas.

DOGMAS ADAPTED TO MONARCHIES.

In order to understand the evolution of the creeds,
We must have in mind the prevalent spirit of the ages
that produced them. It would be altogether out of line
tn say that any great symbol, any great doctrine, any
h'storic formula, came into being without any reference
t° the mental habits and conditions of the age that
Produced it. The dogmatic creeds were a natural
and, we may say, an inevitable outgrowth of the
Cental attitude of that century. The prevalent idea

organisation, of government, was that which
envolved a great central power having authority. The
only widely-known idea of government among men was
"'‘at of the monarchy. The only conception those
people were able to make of an infinite being was that

a king. They knew many men ; the highest was the
fi'og, and they called God the king. Our dogmas and
fundamental principles, upon which the modern Church

Pounded, all imply that conception of the monarchical
God. That being true, he could only be efficient in the
World as he had representatives, accredited ambassadors
armed with delegated power. That power could not
jnhere in the individual alone; it must be a blend
“etween the individual and the truth which he had to
Proclaim. The king idea of God required an accredited
Utnn and an accredited dogma. It required the priest
atld the theology ; it required the Church with authority,
a°d a confession of faith with equal authority

The rise of those two classes, those that should rule
nd these who shewldbderulated matkdeththearisése and

Premacy of the creeds possible. We have seen in
Th st?r‘es about the Nazarene those two tendencies.

ue disciples, unable to stand alone, wished to bow
»°Wn to some authority, and they said to him, “ Be
MOU our master.” They called him again and again
ALord,” but he declined the term. He said : “ Call no
*Man | ord.” We are beginning to accept this state-
gient.  The mental immaturity that makes multitudes

People feel the necessity of being ruled brings upon

an infatuation in turn' to rule over somebody else.
lis like a series of small forms of life. Plain, common,
fdinary “ fleas have little fleas upon their backs to
1€ em, the little ores have smaller ones, and so ad
W nitutn When the disciples appealed to Jesus to be
. e,r Lord, consciously or unconsciously they were lay-
elgé the lines to make themselves lords over someone

EVOLUTION OF THE INDIVIDUAL.

I)a%'”ce the creeds were formulated 250 years ago there
Bririt 6en 8 mar”~ec™ anc™ most radical change in the
of man, and in the intellectual* condition of the
orld People in those times could bow down to
autho rity ; now they are asking authority to give a
spg  n wby it should be bowed down to. The scientific
spj . bas>in a measure, supplanted the dogmatic
trie,1 ' aniT instead of that mental attitude that made
thet sJ'bservient, and caused them to wish to be ruled,
eye ,as emerged a democratic spirit that persuades
rifl/T ,Tlan that he himself, in his own right, is the lawful
sPiri*t  himself. The scientific spirit, together with the
an(j' °fi criticism, which has always been a reverend
of ,, ri}th-seeking spirit, has made possible the evolution
WBu .e individual. This is in exact harmony with the
of L n,ethod, and what appears to be the obvious end
thg ature—namely, the completion of the individual,
*Rising him out Of the mass ; the drawing around
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each one the lines that mark the sacred enclosure
across which none may dare to pass, to subjugate or to
enslave. The effect of this spirit upon the creeds is
most fatal.

There are no new creeds. There has been no distinct
doctrinal symbol issued since that of 250 years ago.
This is not because new Churches have not been formed ;
it is not because men are any less moral or any less
earnest about spiritual things. It is because of the
steady advance of mankind. Men have outgrown the
creed-making spirit. Since that time Churches have
been formed, and each new Church unconsciously con-
fessed the fact that the creed spirit was a thing of the
past. The Baptist denomination have gone this far :
they claim that they have no creed, while they have one;
that is to say, they feel the impulse of the modern
spirit, and would yield to it, but do not quite know
how; so they have a confession of faith with definite
articles, elaborate and inclusive. While they say they
have no authority to compel conformity to their confes-
sion of faith, they do practically accept it as a creed,
and refuse to have any denominational fellowship with
anyone called Baptist who departs from the symbol.
This is the way they get around it, and it is a beautiful
peace of expediency. If a Baptist Church departs from
the traditional method of faith of the Baptist denomina-
tion, the great denomination says : “ We have no right
to say what that Church shall believe. We cannot,
believing in the freedom of interpretation, exclude that
Church from our denomination”; so they withdraw the
denomination from that Church. It is just exactly as
if a man had a tree with a limb which was out of line,
or out of harmony with the rest of it, and he should
say to himself: “ Now, | won’t cut that limb off from
that tree, because | have no'jurisdiction over the limb;
but the tree is mine, and | can do with it as | choose,
so | will cut the tree off from the limb.”

A CHURCH WITHOUT A CREED.

Then there is yet a newer Church that says it has no
creed, and it comes as near telling the truth as we have
any reason to expect, and that is the Christian (or
Campbellite) Church. They affirm positively that they
have no creed. That Church is not as old by two
hundred years as the Westminster Confession of Faith.
The reason they have no creed is because they are
responding that far to the spirit of the age ; they belong
to the present century, while they accept the Bible as
the great body of .faith and as a guide to practice, and
do insist upon one test sentence—*“ To believe on Christ
and be baptised ”; yet they go no further. It is
encouraging to reflect that there is at least one in the
great family of Christian organisations that so far
responds to the modern spirit of enlightenment and
progress as to leave to each man and woman the dignity
and responsibility of doing his or her own thinking.

Then there is yet another one of the Church family
that presents the strangest and the most inexplicable
condition that may be found in all the variegated history
of the Christian Church, and that is the body that has a
creed which its influential members must sign, but from
which the lay members are exempt. This is carrying
the doctrine of vicariousness to the last possible extreme.
They have in this great Church vicarious orthodoxy.
The preachers, the elders, and the men holding official
positions in the Church must swear that they believe all
those things in the creed, and will defend them ; but the
man or woman that joins the Church is given a diluted,
modified, somewhat modernised form of statement
which they are required to sign. | do not know how
credal infatuation can go beyond that.

HOPELESS VICTIMS OF TOTAL DEPRAVITY.

Still another influence affecting the creeds is the
general unrest among those supposed to be subscribers
to the creeds. Of course, the Westminster Confession
of Faith does not send infants to perdition ; and a dis-
tinguished New York preacher, who is himself a
Presbyterian, and who ought to know but does
not, is-mistaken about that, and no man or woman
could possibly conclude that the Infinite did damn
babies ; but there is a feeling in the minds of many that
God Almighty is worthy of having a creed about him
that will not give anyone even a chance to suspect that
he damns infants. | cjoubt very much if a single one
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of the old standards of faith will be altered, changed,
amended, or improved. | believe in the possibility of
reformation and progress for everything in this world
except the old Church creeds, and I think they are hope-
lessly the victims of total depravity.

At a recent missionary meeting in New York City
one of the clergymen roused the meeting to the highest
pitch of enthusiasm and excitement by the declaration
that the Churches ought to make a universal bonfire of
their creeds, and get together on the simple platform
of love to God and service to man. He said in that
connection that he was willing to sign blindfolded every
one of the creeds, provided only that he might sign
them all. That, | suppose, was on the supposition that
if a man takes two poisons, or three, they will counteract
each other, and there will be no bad results from any of
them. J. E. Roberts.

— Truthsceker (New York).

( To be concluded.)

Echoes from Olympus.

I.— Concerning Celestial Clubs.

T he Junior Angelic is generally admitted to be one of the
cosiest of celestial clubs. It has been established only about
ihirteen centuries, so that it hasall the pristine vigor of youth,
and its original charm of novelty has not yet worn off. As
an offshoot of the old Angelic, founded somewhere about the
Flood, it affords a home for sprightly' young saints who feel
it a relief at times to retire from the society of their elders.
The members make it a little joke that, if they cannot lop
anything from the eternal future, they can take the rise out of
the old fogies at the other end. So they constitute themselves
the “young party” in Olympus, and, according to the Angel
Gabriel, often behave as such.

The old Angelic goes on as of yore—ever so many thousand
"ears of yore—and sometimes looks askance at its offspring.
But it is usually with a benevolent regard. After all, “ boys
will be boys,” as Methusaleh observed apropos of some pranks
of a giddy apostle who had been trying to paint heaven red.
The old Angelic was established simply as a little symposium
for a few Ancients of Days who had made their way to
heaven, and found time hanging rather heavily on their
hands. Adam was the first president. But he wasn't very
successful in his office. He lacked “grit.” There was a
suspicion that he was hen-pecked. Eve was always calling
to fetch him home. He grew disconsolate and unsociable,
and ran up a score.

After two or three thousand years, he was voted primitive.
He couldn’t talk for nuts about anything but gardening.
When, in his cups, he would occasionally vary the theme by
railing about the Serpent. Joseph of Egypt called him an old
cuckold. Venerable members shook their heads, and said
there might be something in it. Joseph ought to know ; it
was in his line. Joseph, by the way, was often the butt of a
great deal of sly wit and humor. He always declared, though
none believed him, that, in the little adventure with which we
are familiar, he emerged from temptation scatheless. David,
remembering Bathsheba, always listened in cold, cynical
silence, while Solomon sagely winked the other eye.

Anyhow, after three thousand years—or was it three
thousand five hundred ?—prominent members said, in a
determined sort of way, that, as regarded the management
of the club, they must have arrangements more up to date.
Adam, who so far had practically bossed the show, admitted
that it was a reasonable desire. As to any shortcomings of
his own, he pleaded that this was the first club established in
heaven, and he hadn’t known of anything of the sort on
earth, having been made a little too previous. Necessarily
he was without experience. At the end of the very next
hundred years Adam sent in his resignation. The committee
regretted that he had taken this hasty step, and appointed
Jacob in his place.

“ Poor old Adam,” sald one of the members some time
afterwards. “Wonder what's gone with him?” Gabriel
was able to afford some information. Adam, he said, was
doing a bit of gardening—odd jobs here and there. Eve
was taking in washing—the white robes of the lady-angels—
2s. the dozen. They lived a cat-and-dog life by all accounts.
Adam would often tell her to go to hell to her “ fancy man.”
Eve would retort that the “ fancy man ” was far better than a
poor fool whom she only took on because there were no others
to choose from.

When, at length, it was fully decided to reconstitute the
Angelic, it was thought that it would be well to give forth
that the club was established to “ promote science, literature,
and art.”

“ Let us keep that well to the front,” said Noah, “ and we

cap have as many jollifications as we please amongst our-
selves,’
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“ Listen to the old reptile,” said Moses, “ 1 thought | had
sufficiently exposed him in Genesis.”

Noah withdrew from the discussion in a huff, and privately
gave members to understand that there was much still to be
learnt about Moses’ treatment of his poor wife, Zipporah.

Eventually the object of the club was agreed upon— naniely,
“ the promotion of science, literature, and art.” Jacob inquired
if a quiet little game at baccarat or faro would come withm
the scope, and was satisfied when assured that it came under
the head of art.

Then it was asked did their personnel justify the pretensions
they were making. Moses said he would take upon himselt
to represent science, and, if need be, literature as well. Tins
gave rise to some discord. It was agreed that Moses should
represent science, but there were other claims in regard to
literature. King David wanted to know’ where he came id
with his Psalms. Aaron declared that Moses never wrote a
line in his life. Whereupon Moses retorted that David never
composed half the Psalms that were popularly credited to
him.

Solomon, feeling the judicial spirit strong upon him, ga\®
orders that literature should be brought before him and cut
in twain. The mild Isaiah explained to him that literature
was not a baby. And Samuel led the bewildered monarch
away, explaining to the company that the old fool was gone
dotty over the one success of his life. Left by himself in a
corner, Solomon had a fit of the Ecclesiastes blues. All, ys
said, was vanity and vexation of spirit, and Moses, so fo*
from being the meekest of men, was the most conceited old
ass he had ever struck.

Eventually Moses was accepted as the representative a
science; David stood for literature; and Noah, as the
architect of the ark, represented art. Having thus justified
themselves in regard to objects, and their possible achieve'
ment, the old Angelic took in members and elected com-
mittees. Noah was made chairman of the Wine Committee
in consideration of his recorded experience of the juice of the
grape. David, chairman of the Entertainment Committee!
having regard to his harp solos before Saul and his dancing 1L
nubibus before the Lord. The other offices were filled, and the
club was re-established for a few more thousand years. Non®
but approved patriarchs and saints were admitted. For though
it was, and is, easy enough to get into heaven, it never Wf*
easy to get into the select and exclusive Angelic. Ezekie
was black-balled for his objectionable language, and severe
minor prophets had a narrow squeak. Jonah was accounts0
small fry in spite of his big fish, but was admitted to membef'
ship at the entreaty of Moses, who said he had often wished t°
meet someone who was a bigger “ crammer ” than himself

So much for the old Angelic. The Junior Angelic W
mainly established by the exertions of Peter. He it was W°
secured for it its present palatial home in the golden sI®®
which answers to our stately Pall Mall. Once the idea fta
mooted, he threw himself into the enterprise with all the fi®f
enthusiasm of his nature. It was whispered that he
moved to this piece of rivalry by personal spite and chagfil;
Certain it is that, on one occasion, he flung out of the *
Club in a towering rage because some member had imitateQ
in his hearing, the crowing ofa cock. His own account W
that he was sick of hearing the infernal lies of old Moses a°
the croakings of that old raven, Jeremiah.

Anyhow, he went round and canvassed for memberS
mostly among the representatives of the New Dispensati®®j
Matthew and John, as old personal friends, readily proms®
support. Paul was won over when it was hinted tn°.
possibly he might be made President. Another John—he.
Patmos—voluntarily interested himself in the project to goltt
a surprising extent. But, on a private intimation that th°
personage was not exactly compos mentis, Peter decided
shunt him as quickly and as politely as possible. This
more easily decided upon than done. A fierce squabO
ensued, and ended in Peter flooring the author of “ Rev®l1,
tion.” Pie would have cut off his ear with a flaming s'v°rj
but the waiter who was sent out for the weapon failed
return in time. .

The club eventually was fairly established, and drew S°°
of the members from the parent institution. It went on v@&
well at first, as most clubs do. In the course of a
centuries, however, causes of dissatisfaction arose. Curioﬁg
enough, the loudest complaints came from Peter, who, m f:
matter as in others, exhibited his fickle and unstable charam'-s-J

The other day he stalked into the reading-room and g‘a s

round. Obviously he was in a cantankerous mood. Men
knew from experience that it was best at such times tO.
him alone. Matthew, who had been dozing over the
Intelligencer, looked up, and shuffled uneasily in his ®L
Mark hid himself behind the New Jerusalem Rock.
alone had the temerity to speak.

“Well, Peter,” he said, with an attempt at cheerffl
“ how goes it ?” N

“What the blazes has that to do with you ?” retur ,
Peter angrily. “ Go and look after your poor Peculiars,
leave me alone.” 3

“Well, you might be civil,” returned James, Wlncmg
little at the allusion.

“How can anyone be civil after the day I've had at »
gate ? | should think half the population of that irns”ra
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little planet, the Earth, have been clamoring there to-day.
But | soon sent the best part of them packing. Worse luck,
I ve gone and kicked my toe out ofjoint.”

“Never mind, Peter ; sit down and make yourself comfort-
able,” said James, in a conciliatory tone.
rog’nl%t no; Peter must go fuming and foraging round the

“ Where the devil is that Celestial Intelligencer? 1 never
saw such a club. You never can find a paper when you
Want one. | believe the members must carry them off in
their pockets—the mean cusses—and perhaps sell them in
the streets on the way home. Of course, they'd swear they
didn't. They'd deny anything-----

“ Even their own Master,” said Mark, very much under his
breath.

“ What's that ?” exclaimed Peter, who did not quite catch
the observation.

“ Oh, nothing, nothing,” said Mark, soothingly.

Matthew now handed over the sought-for_ paper, and
Peter, only partially mollified, threw himself into a chair.
A fine club this,” he growled, “ with only one copy of the
chief paper. And where’s the tape? What's the good of a
Nub, even in heaven, without the tape? How can you tell
What's won, or how the betting’s going ? Hanged if | don t
So back to the old originals. There'd be a bit of fun to be
8°t there from chaffing Moses about Darwin. Here, waiter,
bring me a cigar—bring the archangels’ box—no twopenny-
halpenny tiielt for-me, miimdl you. And be quick about it, or
;bere’ll be murder in this club, if murder is possible. Hang
'¥all, let’s have a look at the news.”
Francis Neale.

( To be concluded.)

The Paris International Congress.

( Concluded from page fy.)

T ie reporter on the second question (that of “the bases of
Uiorality ”) was Madame Gillain, a Belgian delegate, and
*mfessor of Law at Brussels. This lady is a clear, bright
speaker, and, as we found at a later stage, made an excellent
President. The Belgian Freethinkers are, indeed, fortunate
In possessing an advocate so learned and persuasive.

On the recommendation of the Report presented by Madame
Oillain, the Congress declared that education should be entirely
evacuated of all religious notions, and that the bases of
Morality are outside the limits of all systems of super-
naturalism. Social morality can only be established on purely
secular lines, built on the certitudes of science. Morality
juust be made independent of all theological conceptions, for
r°o long have the principles of ethics been diluted with the
Poison of religious precept and sanction. The social ideal
stands superior to the religious ideal, for, whilst both aim
towards human perfection, the one pursues this end actuated
With the sordid hope of divine reward, the other rests satis-
led with the natural reward which the accomplishment of
social duty brings to us on the plane of this present life,

The third question, that of “ complete education,” etc., was
Considered and reported upon in sections. The section
Relating to education itself was committed for report to M.
“Qurtois, Receveur Municipal of Le Mans, an important
e°Wn in France. Here, again, was a notable man, and a
speaker of remarkable precision and power. It was a rich
“Nat to listen to his lucid French, spoken with classical
Negance. M. Courtois is one of the stalwarts of the move-
ment, and delivers lectures on Freethought not only at Le
"tans, but in the townships and villages around. On the
recommendation of his Report, the Congress voted in favor

continuing the education of all children until they shall
"ave attained their eighteenth year, in order that the rising
generation might be able to reach the complete development
°f their physical, moral, and intellectual powers ; the State
10 accept the obligation, if needs be, to make proper provision
n°t only for the education, but also for the material wants,
j;'pl‘ the ohildren. Th&S dscididtioii Wa made that_% winaiever
thv « e the social position of their parents, the children have
to tlile HIBWUEIICD indispensable to the due formation
sh/heir intelligence as well as to the moral education which
flier ra'® ~eir hearts aright. In the light of these principles,
of j °nffress resolved that, in its opinion, all the three degrees
be knowledge—the primary, secondary, and superior—should
if accessible to the children of the poor as well, as now, to
1 e of the rich.
grp n tde Auction of the co-education of the seres, the Con-
pr; ®. adopted the Report of Ida Altmann in favor of the
ciple of equality of treatment.
to teach gave rise to a very important discussion.

Tier
anu , mrnission recommended that education should become
clgr-7  public service, withdrawn entirely from the hands of

thelCa °bscurantists. A large section, however, objected to
the ikpRosai  disenable the priests to teach the children of
Uatio  Itliful> ar)d, the vote having been demanded by
feit. nal‘ty, the principle of all-round liberty was carried. 1
Cope - ”~duty to protest and vote against a principle which 1
c'ved to be a departure from good sense and fair play.
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On the fourth question (“woman’s rights”) divorce by
mutual-consent, subject to all existing obligations, moral and
legal, as regards the maintenance and care of the offspring
was voted by the Congress.

The fifth question, that relating to Socialism and Free-
thought, gave rise to a long and animated discussion. A
number of delegates maintained the identity of Socialism and
Freethought, but the resolution actually passed was rather
too vague to commit either side to anything specific. After
affirming the inseparability of Freethought and Socialism,
the resolution adds that Freethought is to be understood ns
“the complete emancipation of humanity, from the political,
economic, and moral point of view.” This, certainly, Free-
thought is in posse; but, as | pointed out to the Congress, it
was quite possible to-day to be a Freethinker and yet repu-
diate the systems and schemes of the various Socialist
schools. That this “ inseparability” was of a non-committal
character was shown by the fact that, after having voted the
necessity of propagating Freethought amongst the Socialist
and Co-operative groups, the Congress refused to accord to
the Socialists the right of spreading their propaganda
amongst the Freethought Societies. It was felt that, being
Freethinkers already, the Socialists (at any rate, the conti-
nental section) were bound, as the resolution put it, “to
vigorously combat the various Churches, and particularly
those amongst them whose organisation and general action
are the principal obstacles to the development of human pro-
gress, and to the establishment of a society based on Socialist
principles.” Again, it was by the vote according to nation-
ality that the point was gained, and, | may add, that | spoke
and voted against requiring what would practically be a
Socialist confession of faith from that large section of Free-
thinkers whose social creed excludes Socialism.

And now considerations of space will only allow me a few
additional notes : (i) The Congress decided to transfer to
Brussels the central offices of the International Federation of
Freethought. My colleague, Mr. Roger, and myself were
appointed corresponding members for England. (2) It was
voted by acclamation that a weekly journal, specially devoti d
to the propagation of Rationalism, and serving to unify
and record the efforts of Freethought throughout the world,
should be started as from January 1, 1901. It will be called
La Raison, and will be under the direction of M. Leon
Fournemont, for Belgium, and M. Victor Charbonnel, for
France. A thousand shares of ten francs each will float
the journal, and of these 452 were subscribed amongst the
delegates before the Congress concluded its labors. |
sincerely hope that some help may be given in this counlry
to so important an enterprise. (3) The next International
Congress was fixed for 1902 at Geneva.

The inevitable banquet took place 1 But what a banquet 1

a menu for gourmets, washed by a rich flow of generous
wine—wine in the plural, and in ample streams of all the
fourkinds! But the speeches capped all. M. Leon Fournemont,
in the chair, excelled himself; Antide Boyer, the Marseilles
Deputy, was divine ; but Sebastien Faure sent us all into
ecstasies of thrilled delight. Never shall | forget the man,
the speech, or the occasion. Five English Secularists attended
the banquet—viz., Mr. and Mrs. Roger, Mr. and Mrs. Wood
(all of the Camberwell Branch), and myself. Mr. Roger’s
speech was well received.

Throughout the Congress the speeches and deliberations
were in French. Babel was thereby abolished. But the Con-
gress was something more than French, or English, or
German, or anything else insular and parochial. It was
intensely human. Nationality was merged in the larger
feeling of humanity, and Freethought at least showed its
wide catholicity in uniting men, w-hom priests had formerly
made enemies, in the bonds of a love wider than the bounds
of country and deeper than the shallows of a frothy patriotism.
Freethought is not English or French ; it is International ,
and it is International because the memories of a Bruno, a
Dolet, a Paine, and an Ingersoll consecrate no stupid prides
of racial animosity, but inspire us with a hope that the Black
Army against which these worthies warred, may finally be
rooted out from the affections of the foolish by the united
efforts al @ver the_world of the men and women who are too
busy with the problems here to waste time upon the chimera
of the hereafter. W illiam Heaford.

Errata in last article:—For Fourdmont read Fourndmont; for
Fuepius read Fulpius; for Nasniv read Namur; for jVancc read

France (Masonic lodges of France).

Get your newsagent to take a few copies of the Freethinker
and try to sell them, guaranteeing himagainst copies that remain
unsold. Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate it among
your acquaintances. Leave a copy of the Freethinker now and
then in the train, the car, or the omnibus. Display, or get dis-
played, one of our contents-sheets, which are of a convenient
size for the purpose. Miss Vance will send them on application.
Get your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker in the window.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us byfirst post on Tuesday,
and be marked "Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card.]

LONDON.

T he Athenaeum Hall (73 Tottenham Court-road, W.) : 7.30,
G. W. Foote, " South Africa and China: A Secularist’s Outlook.”

South London Ethical Society Masonic Hall, Camberwell-
road: 7, Professor Earl Barnes, "The New English-American
Friendship.”

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road) :
7.30, An Evening- with Mr. B. Hyatt.

West London Branch ("Victory,” Newnham-street, Queen's-
street,' Edgware-road) : October 16, at 9, Business meeting.

Open-air Propaganda.

STATION-ROAD (Camberwell): 11.30, E. Pack.

Battersea Park Gates: 11.30, W. J. Ramsey.

Victoria Park (near the Fountain): 3.15, E. Leggatt, "Bible
Teaching in our Board Schools.”

Hyde Park (near Marble Arch) : 11.30, R. P. Edwards.

Hammersmith (outside the Lyric Opera House): 7.15, F. A.
Davies.

West Ham Branch (Stratford Grove) : 7.30, F. A. Davies.

Kingsland (corner of Ridley-road) : 11.30, E. Pack.

COUNTRY.

Belfast Ethical Society (York-street Lecture Hall, 69
York-street): J. H. Gilliland, “ Mr. Gladstone's Impregnable Rock
ofHoly Scripture.”

Birmingham Branch : W. F. Barnard—11 (Bull Ring), “ Some
Bible Flaws”; 7 (Prince of Wales Assembly Rooms), “No Reli-
gion in Board Schools.” October 17, at 8 (Bull Ring), H. Percy
Ward, “ Education : Religious and Secular.”

Bolton (Spinners’ Hall, St. George's-road): 6.30, Charles
Watts, “ Secularism : Its Necessity and Superiority.”

Chatham Secular Society (Queen’s-road, New Brompton):
245, Sunday-school; 7, W. Heaford, " War, Religion, and Human
Nature.”

Glasgow (no Brunswick-street) : 12, Discussion Class—J. F.
Turnbull, “ Why | am a Secularist”; 6.30, Social Meeting.

Leicester Secular Society (Humberstone-gate): 6.30, Vocal
and Instrumental Concert.

Liverpool (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): 7, Dr. Nicholson,
“ Justice to the Past.”

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints):
3, Annual meeting of members ; 6.30, G. Mason, “ The Social
Economy of Emile Zola.”

Porth Branch (The Empire, Pontypridd) : C. Cohen—11, “The
Folly of Faith ”; 2.30, “ Christianity and Women ”; 7.30,“ Foreign
Missions : What They Do, and How They Do It.”

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation Schools, Market-
place): 7, " Christianity and Slavery.”

Sunderland (Miners’ Hall, Roher-avenue) : H. Percy Ward—
11, “ Hell, and How to Get There ”; 3, “ From Wesleyan Pulpit
to Secular Platform”; 7, “ Charles Bradlaugh, Atheist.”

Lecturers’ Engagements.

C. Cohen, 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.—October 14,
Pontypridd. 21, Birmingham. 28, Athenreum Hall. November
4, Glasgow. 11, Aberdeen.

H. Percy Ward, 2 Leamington-place, George-street, Balsall-
Heath, Birmingham.—October 14, Sunderland ; 21, Birmingham;
28, Birmingham. November 4, Manchester. 18, Birmingham.
25, Sheffield. 26 and 27, Debate at Sheffield. December 9,
Glasgow.

THE BEST BOOK

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, | BELIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PRACTICE
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.
By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.

160 pages, -withportrait and autograph, boundin cloth, gilt lettered,
Price is., postfree.

In order to bring the information within the reach of the poor, the
most important parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112
pages at one penny, post free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for
distribution is. a dozen post free.

The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, says: “J\Ir.
Holmes’ pamphlet...... is an almost unexceptional statement of the
Neo-Malthusian theory and practice...... and throughout appeals
to moral feeling...... The special value of Mr. Holmes’s service to
the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human well-being generally is
just his combination in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the
physical and moral need for family limitation with a plain account
of the means by -which it can be secured, and an offer to all con-
cerned of the requisites at the lowest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr.
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very high terms.

Orders should be sent to the author,

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS.

THE FREETHINKER.

OCTOBER 14, lgoo.

BAD TRADE

Has been everybody's cry in Bradford during the last six months.
Most of the factories have not been running more than three days
per week. This has been a very trying time for me ; but it has
also enabled me to buy a lot of goods direct from the mills at con-
siderably under the ordinary prices, and for my winter trate
in Suits, Overcoats, Bedding, etc., I can offer some rompmff
Bargains.
I appeal to all Friends

and old customers in the Freethought movement to give me a0
order for one of the five lots below during the coming week. Vou
will thus do me a good turn without hurting yourself, because
shall send you goods that will be at least twenty-five per cent-
lower in price than you can get them elsewhere.

ORDER THIS WEEK, PLEASE,

and with every order | receive | will send free of all cost 1

Gent’s Centre Second Chronograph Watch.

LOT 1.—Gent’'s Lounge Suit lo Measure, 30s. Morning or Shook
ing Suit, 3s. extra. Patterns and measurement uee'
Cloths include Black, Blue, Brown, Fawn, and Grey
materials. Don'tforget the Watch.

LOT 2.—Rational Overcoat, single-breasted, 28s.; double"
breasted, 30s., to measure. Patterns and measureinell

form free. Cloths include Black, Blue, Brown, Faw*
and Grey Meltons, Tweeds, and Friezes. Don't faSe
the Watch.

LOT 3—Ready-made Gent’s Suit, Lounge shape, 25s. Cok,r*
Black, Blue, Fawn, Brown, Green, and Grey.
chest over vest measure, length from centre of back
full length of sleeve. Inside leg measure and
height. | guarantee a good fit. Don'tforget the Wan

LOT 4.—1 pair All-wool Blankets, 1 pair Bed Sheets, 1 beautify*
Quilt, and ilb. of Tea, for 21s. Don'tforget the Wac '

LOT 5—1 Lady’s Jacket, 1 Dress Skirt, 1 pair Boots. 1 OH
brella, 1 Fur Necktie. Allfor2is. Many of the Jacks

alone have been sold at 25s.; but they are last wime
fashion. .

Do me the favor of showing this advertisement and
appeal to all your friends.

JW. GOTT, 2 & 4 Union-street, Bradford.

Works by the late R. G. Ingersoll.

The House of Death. LastWords on Suicide. ad'
Funeral Orations and Ad- God and the State, ad. ,
dresses. is. Why am | an Agnostic-

Mistakes of Moses, is. Part I. 2d. -2

The Devil. 6d. Why am | an Agnostic

Superstition. 6d. Part Il. 2d. . t0

Shakespeare. 6d. Faith and Fact. RepV

Dr. Field. 2d. ir

The Gods. ?d' God and Man. Second ieF

The Holy Bible. 6d. .

to Dr. Field. 2d.

Reply to Gladstone. With
an Introduction by G. W.
Foote. 4d.

The Dying Creed, ad.
The Limits of Tolekat N
A Discussion with the

Rome or Reason ? A Reply
to Cardinal Manning. 4d.

Crimes against Criminals.
3d.

Oration on Walt W hitman.
3d

Oration on Voltaire. 3d.
Abraham Lincoln. 3d.
Paine the Pioneer. 2d.
Humanity’s Debt to T homas

Paine. 2d.
Ernest Renan

Christ. 2d.
Three Philanthropists.
Love the Redeemer. 2d.
W hat is Religion? 2d.
IS Suicide a Sin? 2d.

and Jesus

2d.

F. D. Coudert and Gov.

Woodford. 2d. 1
Household of Faitii.
Art and Morality, ad.
Do | Blaspheme ? ad.
Social Salvation, ad. o4
Marriage and Divorce
Skulls. 2d. id
The Great Mistake. )
Live Topics, id. id
Myth and Miracle, '
Real Blasphemy, id- ~
Repairing the ldols.
Christ and Miracles. s
Creeds and Spirit0

id.

London : The Freethought Publishing Company, Linuie
1 Stationers’ Hail Court, E.C.

Thwaites’ Liver Pills.

The Best Family Medicine in the World.
Kidney, and all Stomach Diseases effectually.

Good for Heart Troubles and Cardiac Complaints,

is. ijEd. and 2s. 9d. per box.
Directions with each box.

Ailments, Anaemia, etc.
free, 14 or 33 stamps.

. tjveiVv
Will curc

p&

G. THWAITES, Herbalist, Stockton-on-Tees-
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NOW READY.
THE BIBLE HANDBOOK
FREETHINKERS AND INQUIRING CHRISTIANS.

G. W. FOOTE and W. P. BALL.
A NEW EDITION, REVISED, AND HANDSOMELY PRINTED.

CONTENTS :

Part I.—Bible Contradictions. Part 11.—Bible Absurdities. Part 111.—Bible Atrocities.

Part 1V.—Bible Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities, Broken Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies.

Cheap Edition, in paper covers, is. 6d.; Best Edition, bound in cloth, 2s. 6d.

“This is a volume which we strongly commend to all interested in the study of the Judaic-Christian Scriptures.
edited by G. W. Foote and W. P. Ball, and published by the Freethought Publishing Company, 1 Stationers’
i Indeed, we cannot conceive any Christian as having a faith worth regarding

nail Court, London, E.C., price is. 6d. ,
“oless he has studied this remarkable volume. Teachers in Sunday and elementary schools will find it of special value
san aid to the exposition of the Christian religion from a thoughtful and critical standpoint. It is a perfect army of facts

end comparisons. Since 1888 it has been the standard volume of the subject with which it deals, and its popularity is
mPhasised by the fact that the public have demanded a new edition.”—Reynolds's Newspaper.

The FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING Co., Ltd.,, | STATIONERS’ HALL COURT, LONDON, E.C.

BIBLE ROMANCES

By G. W. FOOTE.

CONTENTS :
The Creation Story. The Tower of Babel. Balaam’s Ass. A Virgin Mother.
Eve and the Apple, Lots Wife. God in a Box. The Resurrection.
~in and Abel. The Ten Plagues. Jonah and the Whale. The Crucifixion.
Noah’s Flood. The Wandering Jews. Bible Animals. John’s Nightmare.

THE SECOND (REVISED) EDITION COMPLETE.
160 Pages. Bound in Cloth. Price Two Shillings.
Free by Post at the Published Price.
pOo, Hie neat little volume before us, which ought to be read by everyone desirous of the truth in such matters.  Mr.

A,,, e ? style is always bright, and the topics dealt with are of a nature to awaken interest even in the dullest mind.”
Jnolds's Newspaper.

N~ THE FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING Co., Ltd, i STATIONERS' HALL COURT, LONDON, E.C.

NOW READY, A New Edition

Photographs of Mr. G. W, FOOTE, INGERSOLL'S

President N. S. S., Editor of Freethinker.

,()a‘/ 9are excellent portraits, and the proceeds of the sales Lt M ISTAKES OF MOSES"

Port\ .kindness of Mr. Geo. Cross, Photographer, South-
Cm,/ be handed to the Twentieth Century Fund. . o
Handsomely printed on good paper and bound in stiffpaper covers.

cWs# Iglnzep(ﬁtw l@?when mounted, 2s. 6d., postage 2d. One shilling ; bound in cloth, Half-a-crown.
Uiii rv2m Miss Vance, 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate

London : The Freethought Publishing Company, Limited,
$ pHOTOGRAPHY. Good Work only. 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C.
EGETARIAN, Health Foods, Drinks, and other Household

glar}ip?SCr'pdon oP Photographs copled same size, reduced, or

- j Cartes-de-Visite, 12, 3s. 6d. ; Cabinets, 6, 4s.; 12, Goods. Vegetarian, Temperance, Advanced Thought.

Mt Iriter sizes at proportionate rates. Send is., with Humane, and Dress Reform Literature.  Send stamp for price
’>raph, for sample sheet of 12 midgets. list

Developing, Printing, etc., for Amateurs. J. 0. BATES, Vegeéakrjluacrégéur)res Victoria-street,

-ROss, M.N.S.S., The Studio, 15 Cambridge Arcade, (Mention the Freethinker.)
Southport.
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CHEAP BOOKS FOR FREETHINKERS.

All New, Uncut, and in Perfect Condition, and
NOT OTHERWISE OBTAINABLE.

AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES.

FORCE AND MATTER. By PROFESSOR BUCHNER. 36
This work caused an immense sensation throughout the civilised world, and gave rise to endless controversy.
Christian opponents have called it the Bible of Materialism. Its famous author lost his professorship in
consequence of his bold, uncompromising' Atheism. The work itself is thoroughly up-to-date, and embodies
the latest conclusions of Evolution. Postage 3d.

THE ENGLISH LIFE OF JESUS. By thomas scott. 2.6
A trenchant criticism of the Gospel records on Rationalist lines, and still the best book on the subject in
English. It is doubtful whether it was written by the late Thomas Scott, of Ramsgate, who devoted his
fortune to the printing and circulation of Freethought literature. A claim has been put in for its authorship
on behalf of the Rev. Charles Voysey. Mr. J. M. Wheeler held that it came from the pen of Sir George
Cox. It was highly praised by S. Hinds, ex-bishop pf Norwich, and by Professor F. W. Newman, who
said it had " the great excellence of common sense.” Dr. Inman, the author of Ancient Faiths, declared
that ” it is impossible for a philosopher to speak too highly ” of this work ; and Dr. Davidson mentioned it
as one of the books that had for ever changed “ the old point of view.” Postage 3d.

RELIGION IN THE HEAVENS. By logan mitchell. 2 0
The sub-title of this book is “ Mythology Unveiled,” and the edition is the one published by Charles Bradlaugh and
Annie Besant. It is a valuable work for the student of Religion from the Mythological and Astronomical
points of view. But being far from dry—in fact, written with considerable verve—it will prove very interesting
to the ordinary reader. Postage 3d.

THE DEVIL'S PULPIT. Bythe REV. ROBERT TAYLOR. 2 vols. 36
Contains Forty-six Astronomico-Theological Discourses. Taylor was a clergyman of the Church of England,
but, becoming an Atheist, he threw off his gown, and joined Richard Carlile in popular Freethough propagand-
ism. He was imprisoned for ayear in Oakham Gaol as a “ blasphemer.” And if “ blasphemy ” is a real crime,
he amply deserved his sentence. These discourses are as witty as they are learned. They are calculated to
draw laughter, in spite of himself, from the sourest bigot. Postage qd.

GALILEO GALILEI. By KARL VON GEBLER. 30
Translated from the German by Mrs. George Sturge. A very learned, careful, and honest work of 352 pages.
Contains all information concerning the great Galileo’s prosecution and persecution by the Roman Curia as a
heretic. Invaluable to students, and interesting to serious general readers. Postage 4d.

SERVETUS AND CALVIN. By Dr. R. WILLIS.

The frontispiece is a fine Portrait with Autograph of the " heretic ” whom Calvin hunted down to a fiery doom.
Dr. Willis's work is a standard one. It gives a full account of the life and teaching, as well as the death, of
Servetus ; and proves Calvin’s responsibility for his martyrdom up to the hilt. This is one of the books that
every sound Freethinker should have on his shelves. Postage 4d.

THE APOCRYPHAL NEW TESTAMENT. 30
William Hone's edition. Contains the Gospels and Epistles which the Church threw out when it became respect-
able, and sheds an instructive light on primitive Christianity, Postage 3d.

ANCIENT MYSTERIES DESCRIBED.

William Hone's edition. A learned and (unintentionally) amusing account ot the Mystery Plays which preceded
the Modern Drama, and by means of which the people got their ideas of the Bible story. Postage 3d.

RUINS OF EMPIRES. By C. F. VOLNEY. 20
A justly famous book, replete with philosophy and eloquence. This edition contains a Prefatory Notice of Volney
by Charles Bradlaugh, and an engraved Chart of the Astronomical Heaven of the Ancients. Cloth. Post. 3d.

THE FREETHINKERS’ TEXT-BOOK. By annie besant. 36

Part 1. of a work projected and nearly completed by Charles Bradlaugh and others. Mrs. Besant’s portion is
complete in itself. It deals with “ Christianity : its Evidences, its Origin, its Morality, and its History.” The
most laborious and effective of Mrs. Besant's writings. Only a few copies in stock. Postage 3d.

VOLTAIRE. ByJ M. WHEELER. 0 6

A sketch of Voltaire’s Life and Works by the late Sub-editor of the Freethinker, with a commendatory Introduction
by G. W. Foote, a Portrait of the famous Heresiarch, and typical extracts from his writings. The only thing of
the kind in English. Published in 1894 at is. in paper covers. Postage id.

APOSTOLIC RECORDS. By tlie REV. DR. GILES. 30

Having told the truth about the Bible records, Dr. Giles did the same with regard to the early Christian writers,
from the date of t.ie Crucifixion to the middle of the second century. This is the fullest work on the subject by
any English writer. Postage 4d.

FOOTSTEPS OF THE PAST. Byj. M. WHEELER.

With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. This is a very valuable collection of “ Essays on Human Evolution.” It
contains much of Mr. Wheeler's best work. Freethinkers, and even students of human culture, especially on
the religious side, will find it full of interesting and precious information. A book to be read, and read again,

and often referred to. Bound in cloth ; originally published at 3s. Postage 2d. 2 6
THE EVOLUTION OF CHRISTIANITY. Byec. girr.
A bold and able Rationalist work. It was quoted by Mr. Foote during his trial for " Blasphemy” in the Court of
Queen's Bench before Lord Coleridge. Postage qd. 16

THE OUTCAST. By WINWOOD READE.

A Freethought novel by the accomplished author of the Martyrdom of Man, Winwood Reade was a
thorough-going Atheist. His great powers were recognised by Darwin. Freethinkers can read this story
with pleasure, and do a service to Freethought by lending it to their friends. Postage 3d.

LONDON : THE FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY, LIMITED,
1 Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C.
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