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The New Parliament.

~N We are going to press, on Wednesday morning, it
V'n6 ?°*; seem likely that the new House of Commons
a' materially from the old one. There may be
'ft'ng of half-a-dozen seats one way or the other.
jo°re than this is hardly to be expected, unless an un-
~ eseeable change comes over the political temper of

®unpolled constituencies.
he Freethinker does not concern itself with party
1Cs s™a” not>therefore, express any opinion
0 the general character and value of the new parlia-
Moreover, it is pretty certain, while we have a
Press and a free platform, that the government of
id CUntry WH he carried on in fair harmony with the
for SanC*sentlrner,ts of the people. For this reason, if
no other, the moulding of public opinion is a far
tiv 5 ImPortant thing than the election of representa’
eiges'’ They really rule who influence the minds of the
in Ct°rs>anc*even of those who are not electors, includ-
s all the women in the kingdom. We would rather
th ecl>torial chair of this journal than a seat in
Iha ~ ° Use Commons. We would rather be a force
a register—a cause than the most conspicuous

as

free

hatever is the relative strength of parties in the
s °Use °f Commons, it is well that it should comprise
e 6 *n*eresting personalities. This makes no differ-
thee °n divisions i indeed, the time has passed when
g me°st powerful and brilliant speech could turn a
fa .e vote; and this very fact lends a somewhat
Qrcical air to the bustle and oratory of the House of
p~”~ons. Nevertheless, the dramatic interest of the
Ceedings— whether they lead to anything or to nothing
some importance. A hard-working
r. '°n needs amusement, and as long as we read
> rts of what goes on in parliament we shall be
ﬁseﬁwhm politicians there who are capable of
Ruining its liveliness.
. ,s pleasant to note that Mr.
a 'Ued his seat for Northampton. He is not exactly
N desman like the great Charles Bradlaugh. He is
p~~udical editor of a Society journal. He affords the
tiie *Caccurate information as to the prospective move-
“ ti*s of royalty, and as to the way in which the
kil 6r suc”™es "— as Jeames expresses it— manage to
pe fheir time. All this is dear to the hearts of the
p- p 6 WA° COte on a monarck anc™ I°ve a or<N>anfl **
We Ver™ we” a* lke rate of sixpence a copy per week.
Unc’erSiancl that it is worth some £ 7,000 a year,

Uat' a mat*er

Labouchere has

Part when the editor of such a journal plays the
tras an extreme Radical in politics, the con-
bc Is piguant, and lends a certain charm to

tla '“Posite (and impish) personality. We are also
M Q@ sse Rir. SoAn Burns relaining his seat for
eLl}rtersea by a small but sufficient majority. Such a
cla ancl strenuous representative of the working
ge(ltes ,s an excellent leaven in the assembly of “ the

*-g,T>en of England.” His vigor and honesty are
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refreshing. Not that he is by any means perfect. He
can seriously reply to the astute Mr. Chamberlain (of
all men), and talks of “ answering a fool according to
his folly.” But this is one of the little mistakes of an
enthusiastic temperament, and may easily be forgotten.
What we do not forget, and cannot forget, is that Mr.
Burns, who is reputed to be still a Freethinker, does
not recognise, with any practical force, that the real,
pregnant, decisive battle is the battle between reason
and faith, between the free human spirit and the
cramping influence of superstition. The truth is that
all mere parliamentary action is mechanical, and there-
fore dead, in comparison with the vital power of educa-
tion and principles. Had the member for Battersea
assisted, even discreetly, in clearing theology and
priestcraft out of the public schools, instead of throw-
ing in his lot with the bastard Progressives, who keep
the Bible in the schools and as -much theology as suits
the Nonconformist Conscience, he would have done
more lasting good than he ever can do by means of
little Bills in the House of Commons. While the beliefs
which produce mischief prevail, it is only of partial and
passing utility to attempt to correct some of their worst
conseguences.

Mr. Winston Churchill is another interesting per-
sonality. If we are to have Conservatives in parliament
at all, and of course we must, it is a gain to have some
of them with the advantage of youth and accessibility to
new ideas.

Freethinkers may, at least in one respect, look with
alarm on another long continuation of Tory govern-
ment. Further sops will probably be thrown to the
Church and the denominational schools, a Catholic
University will be set up in Ireland, and religion will be
supported in every other possible way. And if Lord
Halsbury continues to sit upon the woolsack, we shall
see the Oaths Act flouted by judges, magistrates, and
coroners, whenever it is safe for bigotry to override
the legal rights of freethinking citizens.

It is not very likely that a Tory Government will
lend the least assistance to the repeal of the Blasphemy
Laws. Nor, for that matter, is much to be expected
from the orthodox Liberals. We regret to see a man
like Mr. Augustine Birrell, who is a lawyer by profes-
sion, and who actually reviewed Mrs. Bonner’s biography
of Charles Bradlaugh, professing not to know that Secu-
larists labor under any disabilities. His legal knowledge
is very imperfect if it does not extend to the laws relating
to blasphemy and heresy. We hope he will take the
trouble to learn the truth, and do something to promote
the great principle of religious equality. It is not
enough to extend the area of privilege. What is
wanted is one level of freedom for all forms of opinion.

One important point remains. W hat attitude will the
new parliament take up in relation to China? Will it
favor unlimited missionary enterprise and the conse-
guent wrecking by the Christian Powers of the oldest
civilisation of the world ? Or will it show justice, and
even pity, to nearly a third of the human race ?

G. W, Foote,
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The Christ Story a Myth.

T he story of Jesus Christ has long appeared to me to
be a curious record of credulity, perverted imagination,
and theological machination. From the very inception
of the story, the most wild, absurd, and contradictory
views have obtained as to the nature and character of
its hero. It is said that many in the early centuries
entertained doubts as to the existence of the Jesus of
the New Testament. It was denied by some that he
was a man ; “ and that not by the enemies of the Chris-
tian faith, but by the most intelligent, most learned, and
most sincere of the Christian name, who ever left to the
world proofs of their intelligence and learning in their
writings, and of their sincerity in their sufferings.”
Others contended that he was not a (od ; and the belief
that he was a phantom, having no corporeal existence,
found ready adherents. It will thus be seen that,
in the primitive days of the Christian faith, very
different views were held as to the nature of Christ.
From this fact it is legitimate to conclude that the
Christ story is based upon the idealistic, not the
realistic.

The same diversity of opinion exists at the present
day as to the personality and character of the alleged
founder of Christianity. Certain “ advanced ” believers,
while not prepared to endorse all the New Testament
says of him, yet consider that the story of his life,
whether it was real or imaginary, furnishes the basis
of an ideal that is ethically useful. How such a con-
clusion can be reasonably arrived at is more than | can
understand. It is quite true that an ideal founded on
fiction may sometimes have its advantages, but to
possess these it must be consistent and capable of
having a possibly useful and practicable influence upon
human conduct. 1 But this is just what the conceptions
that have obtained of Christ have not been. The
idealistic notions entertained of him, so far as | have heard
them expounded, are visionary and incapable of being
realised in daily life. They are purely subjective, with-
out having any objective reality. Hence, the ideas still
expressed of Christ are throughout contradictory. For
instance, the Trinitarians believe him to be God, but the
Unitarians regard him only as a man ; while the Svveden-
borgians think him a “ divine humanity.” The General
Baptists maintain that he died for all men, and the
Particular Baptists assert that he died for only an elect
number. Many of Christ’'s admirers look upon his
character as being perfect; others admit that, being
human, he must necessarily be imperfect. Christian
Socialists claim him as a great social and political
reformer ; but their more religious opponents aver that
he was a spiritual regenerator, and that he spoke the
truth when he said: “ My kingdom is not of this
world.”

Personally | am driven, after a careful and impartial
examination of the subject, to regard the story of
Christ as mythical. The word “ myth ” is from the
Greek, and means a fable, a fiction, an invention.
Writers upon the subject have defined the term as
meaning “a false hypothesis,” “a form of traditional
error.” In this sense Christians have applied the word
to the beliefs of ancient nations. The stories referring
to the many Christs who are said to have appeared
before the advent of Jesus of Nazareth are invariably
described by Christians as myths. Now | allege there
is no solid reason why an exception should be made with
any of the supposed saviors of the world, Jesus included.
The same mythical character pertains to them all; and
the more | read and reflect upon the incidents, teachings,
and doctrines of Christianity, the more do they appear
to me to resemble what we are told of heathen mytho-
logies. Emerson says that the doctrines of Jesus
suffered distortion in the first and second centuries,
and that Christianity became a mythus, as the teach-
ings of Egypt and Greece had become before. This
may be so, but it does not alter the fact that the entire
person and character of Christ himself bear the marks
of the mythical. Spencer put it that the mythical grew
out of ancestor worship, and that primitive man credited
objective nature with those faculties he found himself
possessed of for the purpose of accounting for the
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movements and characteristics manifested
mena.

There is no doubt but that the mind is capable, un
certain conditions, of making things that are not appe
as if they were. This doubtless will account, to a larf
extent, for much of the fabulous with which the Ne
Testament abounds. The miracles which Christis s
to have performed could be wrought only when a
where the people were in a particular mental cona.ltlliOt
Before sceptical inquiries the miraculous could
take place. The virgin birth, curing diseases by . ’
and restoring the dead to life are fictions belong”™»
to ages of ignorance and credulity. No sane Pers
believes that such events could happen at the Pres
day. Of course, marvellous manifestations occur no >
but they are generally acknowledged to be natural p
ductions.

The following question has frequently been put to ~
present writer : “ If there is any truth in the theory }
the Christ story is a myth, how is it that the belief
he was a real person has been so long perpetuate <
The answers to this query are numerous. From
reading of history, and my personal experience ot
claims of what is called Spiritualism, there is nothing nl
difficult than to destroy the effects of hallucination,
to eradicate errors from the human mind, which errgls
have been transmitted from age to age through chan »
of custom and emotional credulity. Take the case
witchcraft and the existence of a personal Devil, bo
these myths are taught as realities in the Bible. For
the Church urged that the teachings in reference to e
were true, and thousands of credulous persons N
accepted the existence of witches and of theDeV O
a verity. Their mythical character, however, has |
discovered, and their fictitious nature exposed.
yet to-day both myths have their adherents.
story of William Tell, and of his shooting the apP
the head of his child, is another striking instance ot .
hard it is to disabuse the mind of. delusions engen
during ignorant and superstitious ages. Althoug j
early as in 1598 the story was pronounced a mymi
Tell, the hero, a non-historical person, we are told »
the majority of the Swiss people believe the story todIL
day. Many proofs could be given to show that tne js
tinuity of a belief is no proof of its truth. The fa
that, so long as the notion prevails that all pheno j
are the manifestations of some hidden superna »
power, adherence to any myth is possible. Butas =
as a correct conception of nature and of her 'a"ture
firmly established in the human mind, any dePa™ €
from a rigid uniformity of those laws will be dee
utterly incredible. . eeu

For centuries the Church in this country has j
teaching the unthinkable doctrine that man and
were united in the person of Jesus ; that he w”Sjiat
supernaturally-begotten Savior of the world ; an
it is absolutely necessary to believe, without ques
ing, that such teaching is true, at the risk of b
regarded as outcasts in this life, and being bn ~
“ for ever and ever” in “ the life that is to come- ES)
infants were taught this monstrous doctrine as s°ol™ey
their receptive faculties were at all active, and as
were solemnly impressed in every stage of their de"
ment that it was a divine reality, to doubt wincn <
criminal, it is not to me surprising that the muffing
complacently accepted a ready-made faith. When
this error took possession of the human mind, andtofn,
supported by Acts of Parliament and national cus jj,
its perpetuation was a matter of course. Fashion, Of
interest, and intellectual indifference upon the P”jch
the masses have tended to foster the delusion \ &
priests and ignorance have caused to be assod jj.
with the name of Christ. Besides, even many 10 ~
gent persons do not concern themselves™as J° Ay
accuracy of the records of ancient history, partic n
when a knowledge of the truth of what is reC°”eeO
would disturb their faith, which to them has 1 j,
cemented by time and strengthened by priestly. "V. O(
tions. That this is true in the case of the major
the professors of Christianity is evident to my mm
the fact that there exists no historical evidence™”
such a person as the Christ of the Gospels ever ™ ,ny
This lack of evidence | will endeavor to prove 1
article next week.

in phen®
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China and the Missionaries.

Even the worm will turn if y°a., schoolboy
?ough” was the manner in which , »assing
ately delivered himself of an old Provc. ' * patient as
~ents in China give point to the maxi - beyond

he average Chinaman may be, there ar ou\break has
en, he will not go. The recent outbreak

] en)\(/'iorent, not altogether unexpected, and let us add,
-Justice to the Chinese, not altogether unprovoked.
®&shameless manner in which the great Powers have
r Oen .slice after slice of Chinese territory, the moral
r L~oing in virtue of which a man who is already
,. hed of part of his possessions is compelled to share
n r%rgtaininlg.goods among all other possible thieves,
oftHO Aut N no means least, the irritating presence
snttili'!'Sf,n*s.0”"missionaries of an alien creed and nation,
nativi8 the laws at defiance, and trampling upon the
pr neligions, have all contributed to bring about the
Se°t eruption—an eruption all the more ferocious
re? ? Se it occurs with an Asiatic people, and is fed by
?'ous zeal, always the most cruel of motives,
t he Present outbreak has, however, made one thing
1 rably clear, and that is the responsibility of the
troSl0nary agencies for a great deal of the existing
, uble. One need not go farther than the societies
extlves for proof of this. The Catholics are
are ~etlc *n asserting that it is Protestant methods that
interrei,retensil:le) the latter returns the charge with
°rne 6S* uPon the former. Under these circumstances
gf,renay. feel justified in assuming that both are tolerably
V\'lrM In their charges, that it is simply a case of
i chi .rogues fall out,” etc. It is quite certain that
th hiese do not want the Christian religion, and that
exp not have it. In spite of the most lavish
freg ~ture, and the offering of bribes in the shape of
ks$h UCat'on anc* mec*cal attendance, in addition to
O .°n°rable methods, the number of native Christians,
Srejlle missionaries’ own showing, remains miserably
Uw ' Thus the Church Missionary Society, spending
Cu , ;£30000 annually', does not increase its
Per « mernbership at the rate of one convert per year
ThellRSSionary’ an” those returned half are children.
gtpe > tists, with a staff of 208 missionaries and an
adMHmtmre of over (£9,000, converted in 1898 209
*37 Saad children and lost 156, leaving a net gain of
The London Missionary Society, which spends
M p 83V:000 per year in Chinay has 43 = at
»™ong w~° can boast of having 225' Church
theij. ers after 57 years’ work, and of having 41 less on
Vter r°~s than they had four years since. At Peking,
thejr 39 years’ work and a staff of 26 men and women,
ipl membership was lowered from 521 in’96 to 241
test, ’ this, not Ol independent and antagonistic
Of10r>y, but on that of their own published returns
tviu c°urse>under these circumstances, a people who
iOhernot ~ave the glorious gospel of Christ must be
sypi n% stupid, depraved, and undeserving of any
4§ ~y. Ocecasionally; however;, the woerm turns ;
Uxker ‘though the Chinese have usually remained silent
in{ir the attacks of missionary reports, a recent article
(00} Mail on “ All the Trouble in China” brought
Chin a really clever reply from the secretary to the
“eitj"Se Minister in London. The Mail does not like
@ er the tone or the matter of the article,” which is
Pppg tlatural; although, to do the proprietors of that
« C . Justice, | believe that if there was a chance of
repm,"£ a paper with profit in China they would be quite
Chr;ffto encourage the Boxers and lead an attack on
V u ' The is simply a matter of busi-
Sul’ existence determined by the larger number of

3 ¢lvan Chen is evidently a philosophical Confucian
«h lIs reply to the Mail writer’s sneers at the Chinese
tfﬁﬁfﬂtions reads like a Freethinker article. All the
~Jst U cmnes>he exﬁlains:, from their having in their
Chr;<-'n China a religion “almost identical with the
H O .'an rehgion, and who are very jealous of others
~'th are bringing in what they consider a competing
rPl't  The opposition the Christian meets with is the
hie otj a temper and feeling akin to his own. Only
Zire]j ~r “hay a London magistrate hoped that attacks
,(vted’ I°n wouM be prohibited by law, and practically

People to assault those who spoke against the
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religious beliefs of others. We are not so far removed
from the Chinese in this respect after all. But, of course,
the Christian differentiates. You, he says to the Chinese,
indulge in the foolish practice of a praying machine, a
contrivance by which, after inserting a number of printed
slips and turning a handle, you seek to get your desires.
Mr. Ivan Chen’s reply to this is too delicious to curtail.
“ Many years ago,” he remarks, “it was discovered
that if one wrote his prayer and placed it in a tea-cup,
and gave it one turn, it was just as good as repeating
the prayer orally. Ten turns were equal to ten prayers.
This was also found to be true, no matter to what extent
the apparatus was increased in size, or the number of
prayers added to it; so at the present time they put
1,000,000 prayers written on thin paper in a large vessel
mounted on a pivot. On giving the vessel one turn it
registers 1,000,000 prayers, each of which is just as
effective as any other prayer. If anyone doubts this,
we challenge them to a competition. If your mis-
sionaries can show us any devices in Europe which are
more efficacious in keeping off devils, or cheaper or
more expedient in propitiating deities by prayers, than
those that exist among our ignorant people to-day,
then, and not till then, will it be time for you to send
your missionaries, and the superstitions which you
doubtless think are new, to China.”

Here is a fair, straightforward challenge. Let a
number of prominent European praying machines—i.e.,
the clergy— be selected, and also a given number of
Chinese instruments. Let a test case be taken, and let
the Chinamen grind away at his wheel, and the Chris-
tian utilise his voice. Then we can give our verdict by
results. For myself | submit that the praying wheel is
agreat improvement on our own method. It is cheaper,
it saves time, and it doesn’t disturb tire repose of devout
but weary worshippers.

Mr. Ivan Chen declares that the Chinese have no
objection whatever to European science, European
medicine, or European engineers, so long as they do
not threaten Chinese institutions ; but that peace is
impossible until the missionary has been eliminated
from the Chinese problem. One portion, at least, of
this assertion, that concerning medicine, is borne out by
the missionary reports. The Church Missionary Society
alone claims to have attended to 100,000 patients
during the last year— which certainly does not look as
though everything foreign were an abomination. Com-
mercial relations, too, do not seem to be objected
to. Sir George Goldie told a Reuter's corre-
spondent, on his return from China in July last, that,
apart from those interested in commerce, “ the Chinese
people—although, as a rule, most courteous to indi-
viduals—do not want us or our customs, or, above all,
our religion. This last is the main grievance, and has
been for a century. No doubt Europe has much to
teach the Chinese in the art of war, in pure science.......
But, apart from these subjects....... Europe cannot teach
them much, while it has something to learn from them.
Their code of ethics is as high as ours, and their system
of local government (by parish councils) had, until the
first intrusion of Europeans, a durability which Western

nations must admire and envy.”
No, it is the religion that the Chinaman raises the

strongest objection to; and, judging from the admissions
made by Christians as to the character of their con-
verts, there does not seem much wonder at it. Here is
a sample of one Chinese Christian community, taken
from the last report of the C. M. S. (p. 380)
“ Of the six or eight Christian shop-keepers in Fuh-
Ang city, not one closes his shop on Sunday. Gambling
by ‘ Christians ' is at present also a great cause of sorrow
to us; not only gambling, but gambling in which they
invariably win, proving they are professional tricksters.
| am afraid, after some further trial, that a large number
of names will have to be struck off the rolls at some of
the Fuh-Ning stations.”*
And it is hard to detect any great difference between
the Chinese belief in devils and the practice of Christian
agents described on the preceding page, where Christian
agents engage in the task of casting out devils from a
<rirl, who, “ at the name of Jesus, sneered in a horrible
way, and we really felt the presence of the evil one.”
But there is one real grievance againgt which the

* As at present there are only 92 Church members, 13 of whom
are missionaries, the outlook is cheerful.
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Chinese rightly rebel. We have gone to China in con-
junction with other Powers, ostensibly to put down a
rebellion of the people against their Government. Yet,
as a matter of fact, the missionaries themselves have
been the principal agents in setting Chinese laws at
defiance. We can take the case as stated by Pro-
testants against Catholics, although | imagine it is the
same, to some extent, with all. The C. M. S. report
states (p.360): “ The anti-foreign and anti-Christian
sentiment finds some palliation and some excuse for
its existence, alas, in the arbitrary acts of interference
with native tribunals....... on the part of Roman Catholic
missions in China.” A man commits some offence—a
swindle or a robbery—and is brought before the local
tribunal. Instead of submitting to its decisions, he
hastens to the mission, learns a short catechism, is
baptized, poses as a persecuted Christian, and is pro-
tected by the missionary, and, if necessary, by the mis-
sionary’s Consul. In this manner he evades persecution,
and continues his depredations. A writer in the Daily
News for August 30 asserts that “ thousands of such
cases have occurred in China during the last few
years.”

It is this immunity from the law enjoyed by many of
the “converts” that exasperates the Chinese. Mr.
Ivan Chen asks the pertinent question : “ Suppose a
Chinese priest should come to England, and it should
be known that every burglar, pickpocket, and thief, by
becoming a Buddhist, would become exempt from
arrest by the police. Suppose that the introduction of
a new faith should give the criminal classes license to
ply their trade in London with complete immunity from
the action of the laws. Would the English people
submit to such a s”~te of affairs? And what is true of
the English is true of all other nations. Why, then,
should we Chinese be an exception to the rule ?.......
Before the missionaries visited our country there was
less crime in proportion to population than even in
Protestant Prussia, which is regarded as the most
moral of European countries.”

Clearly, there is here a real and a shameful grievance.
And, in the face of cold facts, one has to admit the
truthfulness of this writer’'s contention that “ it will be
guite impossible to have peace in China so long as
foreign missionaries are allowed to interfere with the
institutions of the country, and no Government at Pekin
can be strong enough to protect unpopular missionaries
throughout so vast an empire. We may not be able to
keep these missionaries out of China, because we are
not a fighting nation. Anything will be better than the
missionaries.” C. Coiien,

An Election Prayer.

There are three State officials who, by virtue of their
office, feel called upon at national crises to inflict their
more or less crude compositions on a long-s'uffering
people. One of them is the Poet Laureate, who, in the
person of Mr. Austin, has recently issued a poem on the
end of the war. It is a poor effort, lacking in every-
thing but a desire to provide something in justification
of his ill-filled office. There are dozens— perhaps scores
— of native poets who could have turned out infinitely
superior verse. He has, of course, to maintain his
position, of which he seems to be painfully conscious ;
and he has his emoluments, in some sort of fashion, to
earn. The latter, we believe, include a yearly present
of a butt of Malmsey wine. Far be it from us to suggest
intemperance, but is it not possible that a few fairly deep
draughts of that generous, old-fashioned liquid, if it is
still to be procured, might have inspired the Laureate to
a more spirited and sparkling composition ?

The two other State officials we have in mind are
Cantuar and Ebor— otherwise our most noble, right
reverend, and gracious Fathers-in-God, the Archbishops
of Canterbury and York. They, for the paltry remu-
neration of ;£i5,000 and ~10,000 a year respectively,
have kindly undertaken the charge of the Church in its
two provinces and all their ramifications. Their mani-
festoes are easier made than the Laureate’s, because
they are confined .to plain—very plain—prose, and
fortunately few folks take the trouble to scan them
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critically. But, whether easy or not, something nU®
be turned out by these two servants of the State .
important junctures in our national history. 1 .
voices in solemn warning, counsel, appeal, or chasten
jubilation, must be heard. Otherwise, how is the wor
to go on? t
So we find that the Archbishops, about afortmg
ago, duly issued a special prayer apropos of the Gene
Election. They recommended it for use, and no douti »
has been, and is being, used, though to what exten f
is difficult to say. It would hardly be safe to judge”
the extent by results, for, as we know, the bes
prayers may “gang agley.” Still, it is something”™
have a prayer drawn up for us by two such exp='
For, if the Archbishops do not know how to appr°aC,
the Throne of Grace, who does? They are seaS°a
courtiers, conversant with all needful ceremony, j \
have the ear of the Most High. Their exalted spir)
office must carry weight and influence in heaven aS
earth. The Lord could hardly refuse to listen to tne
or to those who address him in their words. ,
How nice, therefore, to have supplied, ready at hao™
a prayer containing the wishes of two Archbishop
carefully phrased so as to arrest the attention of ~
Almighty, and designed to lead him seductively on
gracious compliance. Here is the Archiépiscopal s
plication :—
“ Most gracious God, we humbly beseech Thee.a®
this Kingdom in general, so especially at this tiiu
all electors of Members of Parliament, that, bearin®iay
mind that their votes are a trust from Thee, they
faithfully and wisely make choice of fit persons to s
in the great Council of the nation, to the advancerne
Thy glory, the good of Thy Church, the safety, ¥ ~
and welfare of our Sovereign and her dominionsieand
all things may be so ordered and settled that PeaC \e
happiness, truth and justice, religion and piety, Q. 'jail
established among us for all generations. These:a j,(
other necessaries, for them, for us, and Thy whole Ln .,
we humbly beg in the name and mediation of Jesus
our most blessed Lord and Savior. Amen.” n

It is assumed in this prayer that the Lord is cogoj™t
of the fact that a General Election is taking place. _
is a graceful recognition of his Omniscience, win \jy
respect to other matters, is apparently not inva
accorded by all who address him. Dr. Parks,
instance, never takes that kind of thing for
He makes his groundwork sure by retailing to the
a comprehensive account of events, and a terse d
tion of the exact situation. That makes the P
complete, it is true, though it rather implies tn
Lord is not as well informed as the readers O
ha’'penny papers. ' Their Graces of Canterbury”
York are more courteous, and are therefore, pt°rf jGst
much more affably received. There is nothlngt is
by giving the Almighty credit for knowing
goTnhge ?)nrayer of the Archbishops beseeches our “w§
Gracious God ” to bestow his attention on all cUc ay,
members of Parliament. That request is, aPPar,eVeft
thought sufficient for the time being. It will,«? of n
st)l
i.efS

&

be extremely incomplete if, on the assembling
New Parliament, our “ Most Gracious God ” IS0
more warmly petitioned to keep his eye on the m
elected. They, perhaps more than the e]eCtO™rust
likely to go astray, forgetting their present “ P,e~ jjt>
promises, and exhibiting an unfaithfulness f°r
there will be no immediate remedy. .

But what is meant by the words “ bearing
that their [the electors’] votes are a trust from . <€g.
Is it a heavenly franchise, then, that we are eXera jittle
And on the old register, too? This point needs
consideration. If the franchise is, indeed, a *rdl sSS
God, why did he withhold- it so long from the ”OoM
who were as well able to exercise it years ago . ujtof3
Why were the small householders and the agrl nitic3
laborers kept so long from the possession of this P
right— this divine trust? And how much Iong(??l
they not have remained disfranchised but for

hon% %‘{éﬁ/efn mostly v/I their oun order? * D>

trust? T r S °f tile bestowal of'this uj’_
—the “sninhini  c'erST°f course, led by the bisjh
are now”lis And masters ” at whose 11 ,
His Grace thP Archbishop of Canterbury 3y

for these elenidd, rt¢hdSidehledidr ank- rigkbatill the
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Possible moment, to now speak of it with sanctimonious
cant as a “ trust from Thee.” There would have been
?° such trust from them had not their unwilling hands
been forced.
The next point in the petition is that the Archbishops
seem to want to turn the Lord into an Almighty
passer. He is to do his best to assist these electors
0 make choice of fit persons.” That is rather a large
order even for the Lord. We don’t know— not even
antaur or Ebor knows— whether the Lord is a Con-
tive. Liberal Unionist, or Radical, or a Liberal
APerialist. The *“fit person ” is, of course, the man
w‘t® his party ; nondescripts don’t count.
party is the Lord? How can he interfeie
rtbf)ut throwing his weight and influence”™ into the
cales of one section or the other? Tihe important
3uBstion is, Qught he to be asked to interfere at all ?
Isk fair to him ? Surely it would Be more decent to
Teat the Lord of all as we do our peers, and ask him to
dlystand aside and remain neutral. He has defeated
agfer for ug. ILet us give him a rest.
of n? by the time this journal reaches the hands
,*1** °f its readers, a sufficient number of contests
for have been decided to enable some opinion to be
Then we shall know

the as to tte ultimate result.
the rere Persons and the political party favored by
c¢nstQCN | t’™S prec’ous Prazer 's of any avail. The

4tltuencies who have got their trouble over may still
L foF fhose who remain in the throes: They may
inJ to the Lord to return candidates who will “ serve
thy le.&reat council of the nation to the advancement of
~cht °rT*”  That clause is obvieusly a little bit of
1 jUepiscopal blarney. What more can we

or/.T,0ry”? We have our Bench of Bishops in the
k°rcs We provide them with beautiful palaces and
tiodS°> me emoluments, though masses of our popula-
ot are confined to one-roomed tenements, and are
lard UP “or a meal- We have hundreds of fat
sPr'nkled about the land wherein God’s ministers
V lu 6l1- anc™ <b beyond praising, as well they
lotof * 110N an<d blessed name. We put up with a
ititrr Cer‘cal arr°gfance and ignorance, and allow clerical
w0 ereace to an extent which another generation or
Va '/’l indignantly resent. What more can any god
dltb’ .Possibly he is himself perfectly satisfied with
'S . *s done for him. Possibly it is only his servants
no Cantuar and Ebor—who are clamoring for

livin'
live

SaQ‘Sf ayor is full of egotism and self-seeking. It is
that tLCIman’s prayer mainly for his Church. It implies
.Hat ‘e governor of the whole universe is interested in
Irsi& ust be, to him, mere petty political strife on an

cant planet. Ut implies that kot only is he
itia .ef in this Lilliputian conflict, but at the call,
IT_?&I" ’e two pigmies in lawn sleeves he must
, rs?%tively interfere, only, however, on the distinct

ading that his interfegence is majnly .in the
Hqjj s °f ang.inconsi'dirable coflilcjtion o) d e{rxb’i(jmie’é

V“fchVS c*10sen f° sef UP an establishment called a
Need we

Pfi* and have made use of his name.
O Lord, gie us a gude conceit o’ oursels ” ?
Francis Neale.
t) . : : .
J s’y 'Ssuch a thing- as the “pride of science,” it is

P r lity 1exreeckd by the pride of theology. | fail to perceive
O etldth tle belief that the human mind is able to com-
piety-at wh'cll > behind appearance, and | do not see
%i’‘erse ¢ *S especially exemplified in the assertion that the
Ol}tains no mode of existence higher in nature than

R%, I"({-: *s ,Present to us in consciousness. On the con-
tljttertg™1 *-is-quite-a- defensiblepréposition that humility
i— shown by aconfessien of incompetence to grasp in

N m,the cause of all things, and that the religious: senti-
.% ruy ™M *ts highest sphere in the belief that LI .imate
tha n° more representable in terms of human conscious-
Veiits nian consciousness is representable in terms o a

Actions.—Herbert Sfiencer.

/he u

n are not sectarian. Peoplle_do not persecute
yutes ar °n account of disagreement in mathematics.

b tad (O divided about botany, and astronomy does
People™, e a man hate his father and mother. It is
$c: a° n°t know that they persecute each other

nce will bring, not a sword, but peace.—
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Acid Drops.

Count Leo Tolstoi, the famous Russian writer, if we may
believe the newspaper reports, has at last been excommuni-
cated by the Orthodox Greek Church. The document in
which this is announced to the world is worth a little atten-
tion. Tolstoi is charged with not recognising the existence
of the Trinityin Unity, with denying the deity of Jesus Christ,
with blaspheming the holy mystery of the Incarnation, and
with falsifying the sacred text of the Gospels. All this is bad
enough, no doubt; but his greatest crime, evidently, is
having “shown himself a declared enemy of the Church,”
which he regards as a “ human institution.” That is a
great deal worse than any other form of heresy, because it
cuts at the very root of the Church’s authority and privileges
—not to mention its profits. It makes a priest a mere con-
venience, that may be dispensed with by persons who are
ready to do their own thinking. If the people were brought
to regard their spiritual pastors in this light, it is clear that
the clerical profession would soon go to the dogs. Accord-
ingly, the Orthodox Greek Church puts Count Tolstoi out of
its communion, and warns him that, in case of his death, it
prohibits “the celebration of all divine services and of all
expiatory masses.” We dare say he will laugh at this harm-
less thunder, though it may be an affliction to his orthodox
relatives. Indeed, there are words in the excommunication
which show that the Church has an eye on this indirect com-
pulsion ; but Count Tolstoi is not at all likely to recant,
unless he does it by proxy on his deathbed. A good many
heretics have had recantations put into their mouths by their
families after they had passed into a state of unconscious-

ness.

We thought the London Star was a true friend of free
speech. During the war fever it denounced in hot language
the breaking up of certain “ peace ” meetings, and we were
with it in this denunciation, for it is a crime against civilisa-
tion to violate the liberty of the platform. But we are sorry
to see that our gallant contemporary feels less indignation
when Conservative meetings are broken up by Radicals. It
made nothing but fun of the fact that Mr. Richard Garton,
the Conservative candidate at Battersea, could not get a
hearing in the Town Hall. Those who did want to hear
him were overwhelmed by those who did not, and the Star
seems to regard this as an excellent comedy. Mr. George
Wyndham was to have spoken at that meeting, and he also
had to give up the attempt in despair. This is more fun for
the Star, which seeks to cover its neglect of principle by
sneers at Mr. Wyndham’s youth and incapacity. Mr.
Wyndham, however, is not so very young ; and in the matter
of capacity he is not exactly to be sneered at by anyone on
the staff of the Star. He is an excellent speaker, and a still
better writer. His essay on Shakespeare’s poems is quite
admirable. But even if he were ever so young, and ever so
incapable, he would nevertheless be entitled to a hearing.
Certainly no one is bound to go to the hall where he is
announced as a speaker, but those who do go are bound in
decency to refrain from drowning his voice with shouts and
interruptions. Let us hope that the Star has only suffered a

temporary eclipse. -
EWe are glad to see one protest besides our own against
this rowdyism at Battersea. Dr. Dawson Burns, writing to
a Liberal newspaper, says : “Allow me, as a supporter on
temperance grounds of the candidature of Mr. John Burns
for Battersea, to protest against the rowdyism of a section of
his followers, who do him the greatest disservice by breaking
up the meetings called by the opposite side. Such tactics are
a disgrace to any party, and reduce the boasted freedom of

public meeting to a farce.”

Charles Bradlaugh was a much greater man than John
Burns, and he suffered a great deal of persecution ; but it
never made him waver in his love of equal liberty for all. It
is easy to imagine how scathing would have been his rebuke
of his'Radical followers at Northampton if they had taken to
disturbing the meetings of their political opponents.

The late President of the Wesleyan Conference, the Rev.
F. W. Macdonald, told a funny story at the recent Church
Congress. He said that he went into a church once, and the
vicar came up to him, noticing his clerical attire, and asked
him to assist in the service. “1 am a Wesleyan,” replied
Dr. Macdonald, “but I could read the lessons if you like ;
that would not compromise you.” *“ Oh, thank you ; but I
fear it would hardly do,” said the vicar, and slowly retired.
Suddenly' he returned with a bright smile on his face, and

asked : “ Will you take the collection ?”

Miss Roche Quin, daughter of the late Sir Benjamin Hall,
came before Mr. Fordham at North London Police-court
with a complaint against a man of God. It seems that last
autumn her mother and herself, being ill and almost
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destitute, made a public appeal for help. A Nonconformist
minister voluntarily took up the case, and collected upwards
of (30, He handed over £6 10s., and vanished with the
remainder. Nothing has been heard of him for six months,
and the police and other inquiries have failed to find him.
Applicant was told that it was a case for a civil court.

The Church Congress seems this year to have been a very
dull affair. The General Election practically killed it. The
sectional meetings were sparsely attended. The papers read
were dull, and lacking in originality. Very few newspapers
thought it worth while to give more than the briefest
record of the proceedings. Even the local (Newcastle-on-
Tyne) press dismissed the Congress in a summary fashion, to
which it has not been accustomed in former years. New-
castle is not boiling over with love and zeal for the State
Church. The general public have been too much immersed
in political conflicts to pay any attention to Church matters,
or questions affecting religious faith.

The only incident of any interest was the appearance on
the platform of little Johnny Kensit. He supplied a comic
interlude, creating a great deal of fun, and contriving to do
his cause much more harm than good. His bombastic
announcement that he had been adopted as a Parliamentary
candidate for Brighton elicited roars of laughter. The
notion seemed so comical that he could not resist laughing
himself. Thus, as the Church Times observes, he reminded
one of Charles Lamb, who lustily assisted in hooting down
his own play.

The discussion on Old Testament criticism was tame and
restrained. Speakers seemed afraid to say all that they
thought. Dr. Wace appears to have been the most out-
spoken. He said that, as a teacher of candidates for Holy
Orders, he could not, if he held the views of some modern
critics, advise any young man to say solemnly at his ordina-
tion that he unfeignedly believed all the Canonical books.
Similarly, he said, plain men and women could not read
their Bible with the certainty of believing a single word of it.

The Church Times observes : “ The higher critics both here
and on the Continent have done their worst. They have, to
their own satisfaction, shown that the history of the Bible, as
hitherto read and understood by all Christians and Jews, is
untrustworthy, and, having done that, they are brought to a
standstill.” Well, suppose they are brought to a standstill,
what more does the Church Times expect of them, or what
more have they mapped out for themselves?l Of course,
when they have proved what they set out to prove, they
naturally come to a standstill. There is nothing more to be
done.

“ We know,” says this sapient print, “our New Testament
better to-day than half a century ago ; we shall possess a
more accurate knowledge of our Old Testament. That, we
take it, was the impression produced at the Congress, and we
believe it is the right one.” On this there is only one remark
to be made, and that is, we hope, in the course of time—say
another century or two—Bible-believers will arrive at some
sort of a knowledge of what their book really is. In the
meantime, their so-called “revelation” seems involved in a
great deal of obscurity.

Feminine fashions have much to answer for. Fancy how
grievously the poor Bishop of Liverpool must have suffered
when he is impelled to make a solemn complaint. It is all
about hair-pins. In the New Cut the young lady who
fastens her hair up and her hat on with one of these modern
stilletoes takes it out on occasion and jams it in her lover’s
or a policeman’s eye. The superior young ladies who go to
Confirmation are equally armed. And Dr. Chavasse, appa-
rently from painful experience, has been forced to express a
desire that girls coming for Confirmation “should refrain
from the use of long pins in the hair, as the presence of such
pins frequently results in the Bishop’s fingers being lacerated
during the ‘laying on of hands.”” Poor dear man, how much
he must have suffered ! Has he confided his trouble to Mrs.
Bishop Chavasse? If so, he has probably been told that he
should not fumble so much in the young ladies’ hair. The
less there is of this “laying on of hands ” the better.

Recently a corpulent clergyman, in a mining district,
preached a sermon which was listened to by an attentive
congregation. As the rev. gentleman left the church, and
was walking towards the parsonage, he espied a group of
miners in animated debate ; and, as he drew near them, one
of the miners left the little group, and made as though he
would speak. Thinking, perhaps, that some of the theo-
logical opinions he had uttered had not been quite clear to
his hearers, he stopped, and inquired if he could elucidate
any point that required explanation. “ Well, sir,” said the
miner, “we warn't discussin’ the sermon. The fact is, we
have a bet on about your weight, and they’'ve asked me to
come over to see if you'll help us to settle it.”
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“A million a year,” says Mr. Arnold White, discussing
forejgn missions, “is now spent on doing vicariously 1
used to be done gratuitously by theé Apestes, and [§ don
very cheaply to-day by the Papists. Apestolie missions Hm
supported by converts and friends on the spot,
missions are essentially vicarious. So great is tL- r-
power of the missionaries under these circumstances tna
China, for example, it exceeds, that of the traders, aJU rajs
sionaries are the aristocracy among the whites. Licenc js
(o] C » s
dma' to the men who ship tea and import Manchester g°°
Our Foreign Office has been constantly engaged in
the Chinese Government to repair the wrongs and red »
the grievances of more or less tactless missionaries. * '
again, the position of an average missionary is far pleasa ' (
than that of a curate or a dissenting minister jn the EaS-ff.
South of London. | would much rather D€ an average
foreign Protestant missionary than an East-end cura ~
pastor. The life of the former is not without sunshine
change, and is often one of power and romance, and s
times advantages of a still more material nature.”

jn

Mr. Arnold White quotes very appositely the remark S
late Lord Elgin, that “the existence of profound “dvifs,
among ourselves is one of the first truths which we ¢
tians reveal to the heathen.”

The following official declaration by the Chinese
sador deserves to be placed on record : “ It will be
impossible to have peace in China so long as foreig™ »
sionaries are allowed to interfere with the institutions

luntry, and no Government at Pekin can be strong el
to protect unpopular missionaries throughout so va
empire. We may not be able to keep these missionao

will be better than the missionaries. Peace, prosper*
healthy commerce will be impossible until the nllsSgecil
shall have been eliminated from our local problem.

the missionaries, and all will go well.”

So it has fined itself down to this : there is, at any £ate'\jd
distinct want of medical missionaries in China- gle
surgical missionaries, too, we should think, to bind E e
another’s wounds. No doubt the heathen Chinee
able to take medical treatment if he can get it fOr.A etgy'4
and hardware and ornaments and cloth and calico ble. a
the same price. All this is very useful and accepta™ 1”uf
so, my little dears in the Sunday-schools, save > - pQ4
ha’pennies and pennies in your mission-boxes, and g a gift,
John Chinaman a lift. He won’t have the Gospel jjttle
but quinine, magnesia, Beecham’s, and perhaps
nourishing port wine will suit him down to the greu

nscbi@g
for retailing “ holy water” on a large scale. Of com '’

an American idea. A number of steam-pumps n cjjeSa
erected on the Jordan, and are now supplying cn flOfeS
over Europe with genuine Jordan water. There

that any of it will be used for drinking purposes—e aDdto
disinfected with Scotch whisky. It is far too mud y seer§
expensive to take the place of Apollinaris. I oiit™L
however, to be a pretty good demand for it 1? t#tt

application. Sprinkled over the Christian hi ECSd‘lD

accompaniment of a little pious mummery, it is ™ ,ecal

be efficacious in cleansing from sin. Ofone thing

sure. However hard the pumps are kept at work, jadi O

ever limited the actual supply, there will be na

“ genuine Jordan water” as long as ever there is

forit- — - n
Recently the Rev. E. Cornwall Jones said arioii”™

across at Pwllheli a party of Welsh working men gf-ged. 'L,
drunk, and singing a Welsh hymn. This, h e W i
“something impossible in England.” Nowa , oWh jy
him to task, asserting that such a spectacle, sad t .ujgin& ,
isnetat all impossible in England. Perhaps not. Js;llg g
the character of some popular hymns, people wn,,jrituoll
must surely be intoxicated—either spiritually °r Jjn [fisi.
Sober-minded people would turn from thedoggre (

A Cape mounted policeman relates that. ~®ficonj
prisoner expressed himself to a British soldier * gof* wl

that the Boers would win in the end, because 00 sii
on their side, Tommy said : “Gam ! You ve g
Ain’t we got lift}' bloomin’ Lords on our side. J
————— 1AhavsS ™ Afi/
It seems odd that the Church Army shoul *eCte&sefijjf
by the war. In two months its funds have of &
¢6,500. But that comes of being the wrong readiff

Our nobly open-handed Christian nation w* 1 tbe*I’ “WP
millions to slay fellow-believers ; but to ‘ sav IS
according to its own precious nostrums w >

another street.” _ _ fie
f police'
The gifted Sheldon now wants to be a Chic le

has tried his hand at being a novelist and an
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- along been an over-rated “crank.” He wants to get
»PPoigted Chlef-of-Police in Topeka, in order to put down
i bquor traffic. He would, no doubt, like to combine with

appointment the office of magistrate on the Bench, and
SulpaPi put in a little time as jailor. Topeka must be a Iong-
(ij innS'city to have tolerated him so long. It may strike
(r:lij.r%éli?éalbitants that it is about time his amateur efforts were

es"N°.~oubt we live in the best of all possible worlds. India
Notl 7 ‘mPresses us w*th that fact. After drought, flood,
asn i? |India is deluged with water. Places as far apart
(1 _eibi and Calcutta are suffering from too much rain. In
and 1 rmer thirfy natives were killed by the collapse of houses,
hom1 the latter twenty, while thousands have been made
nor eess- It was, of course, quite impossible for Omni-
~ ence to order thlngs dlfferently

shelrc] 1 sPIn (s °I the dead have a mighty fine nose for the
U e® Through an American medium, they induced a
othS ~nnderbilt to part with £16,000. Messages from the
be - r Worid are expensive affairs. The departed are not to
acfOUsed UP for nothing. Cheap ghosts ought now to have

ance. A little competition in regard to price might have

Salutary effect on the market.

"€ PeoP® never are satisfied. Here is the Rev. Dr.
Ndhrd contributing to Dr. Hastings’s Dictionary of the
an article on “ Miracles ” intended to reconcile us to

com IG Prodig'lles and marvels of Holy Writ. Then there
Bern'S a Christian World reviewer, who says that Dr.
and ar..has treated the subject with his well-known learning
diljl Pbuosophical acumen. *“ But that he removes all the
sajj u ~t's °f this thorny theme is, alas 1 more than can be
evd' ''MBen, for instance, he says of the New Testament
St, Anfu NMat: ‘1 % not n”e that for the miracles attributed to
*tei.paony or to Ignatius Loyola, which are found only in
as G er’ an(l n°t in the earlier, blographles it is as nearly
thini *'temporary as we could expect he is, we cannot help
Life a to° sanguine apologist. We call to mind Bede’s
anj °-LCuthbert, the earlier histories of Thomas Becket,
mr | °naventura’s Life of St. Francis, all crowded with
GOsn, » and all as near in time to their subjects as the
try Pe s are to theirs.” Dr. Bernard had better have another

in th Juvenile comprehension of Bible narratives is wonderful
thar® 8xtFBme- Thus we learn from an article in Longman's
em, M sniall-boy student, an examination paper, thus
jyelhshed 3 famlllar story : “When Moses's mother laid

§I\l@fﬁt arls g he bulrushes she did not forget to
et eqvgaby its t

Jn
Lofi; .c,erffy have discovered another grievance, says the
tle [  Times. This time they do not say that they are
that p?rSt~Pa‘d of all professional men ; and they recognise
doW ae Present is an inopportune moment to ask for more
« T h ey —or several of them—have conceived the idea
Ore tle c°®mmon people object to them in railway carriages,
tr -°«ld imagine that when the cloth enters a third (it
CGesSeS secbnd with the ladies usually) bad language would
ttieP’ ar|d an atmosphere of sanctity pervade the compart-
the However, this does not appear to be the case. On
filim ner hand, the clergy declare that the British working
"sne_SOrr‘etimes takes their presence as an affront, and

hi-* rs them out” of the carriage by the very 'strength of
his affUage. Really the British working man should treat
N O™hants (the Church is, of course, established and

Wed) better.

Bdwg"rdmg revelation was made the other day by Sir
Fry ;n jjis address to the Literary Assoclation at
Print; ' He sald that “ Satan knew well how to work the
(e nff press, and he was the most successful member of
greaJubfishing community.” This is said to have caused
his tig"plennation in Fleet-street. Everyone is suspecting
'khbor. Only Stead and Hugh Price Hughes (with his
PLHl]s, <X Times) seem to have escaped suspicion. As regards
ANUMiOrg rs>‘1 !s proposed to consult Marie Corelli, who is an
"MNan UT °n the tribe as well as on the sins and sorrow's of

Berh
b'SPecialUS m!nister wished to retain his congregation for
Ischj | nf1_§ermon i Anyhow, he had had the seats of
s'8 tor‘?'\e ﬁewly varnishied. First ene—mem of

fMlig. Hre&atlpn stood up without apparent cause, then
s tin»’ aad st>Aanother, till all were on their feet, the loud,
dreUs chelse aH over the chapel as they rose indicating a
~céneyuanger to clothing, not to say a possible offence to

A °\wn 1 as tilere such an instance of a man’s foes being of
al°unt y?°Useh°ld. The poor man—Rev. Mr. Stainforth, of

Sq stanC(lQ/\Hoa<]’ Highgate—applied to the maglstrates for

Pio wuronfn/-1 « IM'nnr>f«nty fltrflincf 111«
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his brother. The Bench didn’t know what to do with him.
So much Christian love had evidently driven him insane. He
is, however, going to exemplify the Christian teaching of
turning the other cheek to the smiter by summoning his
family for assault. j

This seems too good to be true. American deacons, we
are told, are now in this country seeking pastors for some
prominent pastorless churches in the United States. Let us
hope to Godthey will take back with them a ship-load—nay,
a dozen ship-loads—ay, and come again for some more.
We will try and squeeze out a few crocodiles’ tears ; but, oh,
do let them carry off a few cargoes soon. It is blessed to
give—more blessed in this case than, to receive—and right
manfully will we put up with the loss.

The Bishops have returned from the Church Congress to
their palaces, and the lower clergy to their snug rectories and
vicarages to continue the preaching of the blessed Gospel :
“Sell all and give to the poor.” They have carried with
them, if the recollection is not too dreadful, the following
story told at the Congress by one of themselves He had
just come, he said, from a house in his parish of Yarrow. A
young girl lay there, dead from consumption, and in the
same room four adults and five children were obliged to
sleep. Happy Christian England 1

A mad actor told the Bow-street magistrate that he had
just been to heaven. When he returns thither he will have a
thousand beautiful women. In the meantime he has a
strait waistcoat, though, as far as his expectations of heaven
are concerned, he is not a whit more insane than pious folk
whose notions of eternal felicity are based on pulpit guesses
that are absolutely without attraction.

At a harvest festival at Kingston a tennis-racket, made of
bread, was placed in the centre of the communion-table.
Why doesn’t some congregation go one better, and hang up
a motor car in the chancel ?

Someone has written to the Christian World giving a very
good reason for the falling off in Sunday-schools. He says :
“As long as the leaders of our Sunday-schools cling to the
faith of our grandfathers, and teach our scholars that the
world was made just six thousand years ago ; that physical
death was introduced into the world in consequence of Adam'’s
sin ; that every child is born into the world a sinner, a child
of the Devil; that the Bible, from the first verse of the first
chapter of Genesis to the last verse of the last chapter of the
book of Revelation, is the actual word of God, specially
revealed by Him, and true in every particular ; that science
and history and the Higher Criticism (of which, as a rule,
they know nothing save the names) are, if they conflict with
their views, inventions of the Devil—so long shall we have a
leakage in our Sunday-schools.”

“ Sunday Literature for the Masses” is the title of an
amusing sketch by Mr. Wentworth Smee in the Sunday Sun.
He describes the evangelising performances in a railway
carriage of a “man of God” clad in rusty black and a
cavernous smile, with a shambling, toad-like gait and a voice
which nearly lifted the roof off. The Evangelist distributee
tracts to some little children, and at last handed to Mr. Smed
a leaflet headed “ Personal.” It was very personal. “ Please
sign that,” he said. This was what he wanted signed —

“What does ‘ H ' stand for ?” the Sunday”™ Sun reviewer asked.
“ For 'eaven or ’ell,” the Evangelist replied. “ But | want to
,0 t0 ----- “’Eaven?” he" asked hopefully. “Oh, my

young friend, do you want to go to 'eaven?” *“ No, Wood

Green.”

When the compartment was rendered more wholesome by
the departure of the man of God, Mr. Wentworth Smee says
he gave the children sixpence for the pious literature that had
been presented to them. He adds : “ | am going to try it on
a few reporters | have the honor of knowing. If anything
can touch them, it will be those tracts—especially the blue
ones.” He wants to know why the devil should send * his
black-coated emissaries to poison our innocent enjoyment-
why children should be worried over their poor little souls—
why, in short, these injudicious, black-coated, well-meaning,
but mistaken, idiots can’t give their tracts to each other and

let people alone.”

“ Something wrong somewhere ” was the comment of the
Chairman of the Annual Convention of the Blyth Wesleyan
Circuit. He has discovered the “strange and deplorable
fact ” that, though the population of the district had increased,

Methodists were ho more in numbers than they were twenty
lister to the Blytl
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Circuit agréed that there had been no proportionate advance.
“To his mind, there was an appalling indifference of the
people to religion, and an appalling indifference of the popu-
lation in that neighborhood to the services in God’s house.”
May it not be that the services have ceased to offer attrac-
tion, and that the Methodist doctrines are failing to command
belief?

“1 have never met a naval officer, a Minister to other
countries, or a traveller of any intelligence, who believed in
foreign missions,” says Winifred Black in the Denver Post.
“When | was a very little girl |1 went to Sunday-school. The
brother-in-law of the superintendent was a missionary to the
Hawaiian Islands. Every Sunday | put a round, perspiring
nickel in the box for the Sandwich Islander. When | grew
up | went to those blessed islands. The first day | went out
to drive | saw a magnificent country seat; great rows of
palms led up to a magnificent mansion. ‘ Missionary So-
and-So lives there,” said my driver. And then | saw another
country place, and another, and yet another—magnificent
homes, the like of which none but multi-millionaires can
inhabit, much less own, in this country. All of them belonged
to missionaries. A prominent missionary gave a picnic and
invited me to it. He had twenty servants on horseback to
help attend to the comforts of the guests.”

The melancholy wights who think that religion consists in
looking askance at everything that is pleasant and agreeable
came in for a little gentle satire in a recent address by the
Rev. H. R. Haweis at Margate. The Puritans, he said,
denounced bull-baiting, not because it hurt the bull, but
because it pleased people. That was very much the view
some people took of religion. They associated it with the
long-faced type, and with the generally looking askance at
all that was beautiful and exhilarating. They were “ Goody,
goody "—that was the best term he could apply to the average
commonplace opinion of Christianity.

The followingis a true story : Ch.—* I'm afraid it's going to
rain and spoil the hops.” Sec.— ‘It won't rain if you pray
hard enough, will it?” Ch.—“Oh, it's too late for prayers
to do any good ; the wind has got around into the south.”—
Torch of Reason.

In spite of Scriptural teaching, women will come to the
front. Recently the congregation at the parish church of
Wellington were more than a little startled. During the
singing of the hymn before the sermon a lady left her seat
at the back of the church, walked up the centre aisle, and
ascended the pulpit. She then opened her Bible, with the
evident intention of preaching a sermon. At that moment,
however, she was approached by the churchwarden, and
quietly escorted back to her seat.

According to the Boston Journal, U.S., the sect with the
curious name of “ Holy Ghost and Us” is developing its
quota of lunatics. Recently a Miss Bell, who had been at
Shiloh, the institution in Durham conducted by Evangelist
F. W. Sandford of the Holy Ghost and Us Society, disap-
peared. A few days later she was found wandering in the
woods in Green, ten miles from Lewiston, in an insane con-
dition. .

Rev. W. Morris, chairman of the Rhondda Valley School
Board, has been asking: Do the cultured classes incline
towards Agnosticism ? This, he said, was the great question
for the Church to-day, and it must be faced sooner or later.
After an experience of thirty years of education in its elemen-
tary, intermediate, and higher grades, he was forced to the con-
clusion that there was a tendency in the educated classes in
Wales to become estranged from religion in work, in service,
in worship, in faith ; not a mere desire to cross over the
border of Nonconformity to the easier realms of Conformity,
but to turn back on religion in every form. The Rev. Morris
is much disturbed lest the University in Wales should become
the home of Rationalism and Materialism, or a nursery of
Agnosticism.

Fancy if all this General Election turmoil should be for
nothing 1 A “saint” at Islington is convinced that the Day
of Judgment will arrive between now and the end of the

year. He solemnly gave this as his reason to a canvasser
for not recording his vote. He said it would be all to no
purpose.

Get your newsagent to take a few copies of the Freethinker
and try to sell them, guaranteeing to take the copies that remain
unsold. Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate it amon(a;
your acquaintances. Leave a copy of the Freethinker now an
then in the train, the car, or the omnibus. Display, or get dis-
played, one of our contents-sheets, which are of a convenient
size for the purpose. Miss Vance will send them on application.
Get your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker in the window.

The Freethought
Twentieth Century Fund.

SHILLING WEEK.

T he first week in October will be a “ Shilling Week
in aid of the Freethought Twentieth Century I'end.
During that period | expect to receive one shilling (°r
more) from hundreds— | would fain hope thousands-"
of Freethinkers in all parts of the country. All the
envelopes will be opened with my own hands, and a
letters accompanying the postal orders (or cheque
will be carefully read. A good many subscribers will
doubtless, as on previous occasions, take the opportunit™
of saying whatever happens to be on their minds-
am really anxious to know what they are thinking) anc*
to see what suggestions they have to make.

This time 1| hope there will be very few laggar”s
Let all act together. Let every one feel that his fell®
Freethinkers are doing something, in common
himself, during that particular week. This alone shou
be a stimulus and an inspiration.

The poorest can send one shilling.
several shillings. If all do their best, we shall rais
amount of which the party may be proud.
how little you can send. Send it.
Drops enough will make an ocean.

Probably most of those who have promised Céspa!«
the Fund will

Others can

contributions towards forward

remittances during the same first week in October-
Now then for a long pull, a strong pull, and a

all together— as they say at sea ; and we shall get

craft into good, deep, navigable water.
G. W. Foote-

Subscriptions received by Tuesday, October 2.

Collected by Mr. Foote at Glasgow, 14s.; Mr. Sprout» 5,
Mr. and Mrs. F., 4s.; W. J. B. Anderson, 5s.; E. K‘r™ ’

Miss Pizer, 2s.; David Powell, 5s.; J. C. SS., is.; Afs
Bradlaugh, 2s. 6d.; L. N. Thorne, 5s.; F. Jones, 'gQy,
Jones, is.; Legate, 2s. 6d.; Tom Batchelor, 2s.; T. U- jSe

2s. 6d.; C. Shepherd, 3s.; Mrs. Dye, 2s.; A. W. J°n™Martti'

W. Stourton, is.; A. Lye, 5s.; C. Bandon, 2s.; ai;
waite, 23. 6d.; A. J. H., is.; T. Wombwell, 25 IS
C. Eiger, is.; C. Goddard, 2s.; R. Brown, 2s.; A.
J. T. lves, is.; C. Moore, 6d.; H. Silverstein, 2s.; T n
shaw, 2s.; A. C. Brown, 5s.; J. Ferguson, 5s.; J- G-
3s.; Jas. Richardson, 5s.; T. H. Elstob, 2s. 6d.; J- iS,;

is.; J. Peacock, 2s.; R. Mitchell, 2s. 6d.; P. Weston» ~
T. PL. Duke, is.; W. McDonald, 2s.; F. J- H-,
Davison, is.; T. Shipperbottom, is.; W. T. Allfrey» 2,-s3iS
E. Bowen, is.; J. G. Dobson, 2s.; E. W. Scott, 3s”

and I, 6s.; \\ Rowland, 2s.; M. B., 2s.; J. Hockin, 1

We are made for co-operation, like feet, like handfolgff
eyelids, like the rows of the upper and lower teeth- . jj i$
against one another, then, is contrary to nature ; &
acting against one another to be vexed and to turn
Marcus Aurelius. .

There is something pathetic in the simplicity W\r’nvII Vtveli%{/
narrow student will judge the doctrines of a foreign jp¥ O
by their antagonism or conformity to his own ort] ng in
points where utter difference of opinion exists a
most learned and enlightened scholars.— Tylor.

.iMe
o
. 'Mother, don’t the angels wear any clothes asked a laL_J
girl oilier mother. JINo, my daughter.” " None ijj(tie
mother?” *“ None at all.”. Thyere was a pause; anf pecke
cherub asked, “Where do the angels put th
handkerchiefs ?”
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Special.

The FREETHINKER has been for several months, and is
*  Published at 1Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate Hill,
°ndon, E.C., the office of the Freethought Publishing
°*npany, Limited, where all orders and eommunica-
°ns should be addressed. Readers are warned against
pending orders to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stoneeutter-street,
Those premises have for some time been defini-
Vely closed, and Mr. Forder has no connection
Whatever with the Freethought Publishing Company,
'v>ocannot be answerable for anything sent to him.

Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

Sunday, October 7, Secular Hall, Manchester ; 11,“ China and
le Christian Powers”; 3, “ Marie Corelli and Jesus Christ

«3. " Does Death End Us ?"
October 14, Athenaeum Hall ; 21, Birmingham ; 28, Leicester.

To Correspondents.

Mr. Charles Watts’s Engagements.—October 7. Athenaeum
P »9 and io, debate at Bolton; 14 (Sunday), Bolton; 21,
jrémigghaiu ; 23, 24, 2B,, and 28 (Sunday), Glasgow and
estricts. ~ November 4, Liverposl-—All communications for
Ir. Watts should be sent to him at 24 Carminia-road, Balham,
. If a reply is required, a stamped and addressed enve-
*°pe must be enclosed.

IT—Your suggestions as to the Freethinker shall be borne
?Ind. With regard to Cromwell literature ; you should read
arlyle’s Cromwvell first of all, then Forster’s in “ Statesmen of
. € Commonwealth,” and then Guizot’s. There are several
Interesting books on Cromwell written more recently. Among
hem may be mentioned one by Mr. Frederic Harrison, and
Mother (now in the press) by Mr. John Morley.
"SUIRER—We do not stand sponsor for Tolstoi’s statements
“nd opinions, or for those in extracts from other authors that
may appear in our columns. There is no new fact that we are
acquainted with that proves anything respecting “ mind ” and
spirit” as independent entities.

- pderson.—Sorry to hear you are a helpless invalid.

hanks for your remembrance.
Fisher.—Glad to hear that Sir E. Vincent, at Exeter, pro-
? 1Sed to support any Bill for abolishing the Blasphemy Laws.
Alsa that you retain such a pleasant recollection of the evening
'hen you introduced yourself to Mr. Foote at the Athenaum
ah. He is always more than willing to exchange a few words
Ah provincial friends, if they will only make themselves known,
aier a meeting. We note your suggestion that Freethinkers
j~Shtinsure their lives—say with the Post Office—and nominate
[he President of the N. S. S. as the receiver. Perhaps it would
e better, in order to obviate all friction, to nominate the Chair-
man of the Secular Society, Limited, that being a legal incor-
poration. We quite agree with you that more attention should
. e given to the matter of Secular interments. This is a strong
ji, DOt with the French and Belgian Freethinkers.
*nI°NES*— Thanks_for Kour, encouraging letter. Our compli-
ents to your wife, who sends a shilling, though not a Free-
thinker.
~gAte sends a subscription to Shilling Week, and hopes hundreds
[yhl do likewise. So dowe. This correspondent is glad to see
he Freethinker nicely folded, and hopes yet to see it cut and
Shtched.—” Our little life is rounded with a sleep” occurs at
.ije end of Prospero’s great speech in the last Act of the
N le»ipesL
Batchelor.— Contents-sheet shall be sent to your news-
agent. Thanks for your promise to take or guarantee the six
c°pies weekly. We note that you intend to send a subscription
°nthe first of each month left in the nineteenth century. A
~6°°d idea. We wish it were infectious.

vXule sends cheque for £10, his promised subscription to the
\y reethought Twentieth Century Fund.
G arthwaite.—We note your wish for “a big success.”
anks for your share towards it. Miss Vance has sent you
Y, 8 -Bible Handbook.
~” Te gall.—Much obliged for cuttings.
Tabrum.—YouU continue to write nonsense on the subject.
y j cannot believe that you have read Darwin’s Life and
;€e'ters at first hand. We advise you again to read Mr.
°°te’s little work entitled Darwin on God. You will there
f@&>amongst other things, that Darwin (in a letter to Pro-
ssor Dana) regretted having used the term “ Creator ” in the
p r'irn ofSpecies.
'a?°0ODWIN__Thanks, but the subject has recently been treated
some length by Mr. Cohen.
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Alfred Corley.—Yours is an admirable letter—the letter of a
thinker. We quite agree with you as to the value of such a
book as you suggest on Atheism and Theism. The God theorv
and the soul theory are, as you say, at the bottom of all religious
superstition. We have not forgotten the pamphlets you men-
tion. We are sometimes in despair at the meagre time (hat is
left us for solid and continuous writing. Now and then we feel
like throwing everything else up and devoting a year or two to
ser;jous literary work. But the old calls repeat themselves,
an

T. Wombvvell.—We note your intention to “send more.”
Thanks.

F. J. Gould— See “ Sugar Plums.”

R. Brown.—Such pious talk is too common in such circles.

J. _G. Dobson sends_his promised 10s. to the Freethoueht
Twentieth Century Fund.

E. W. Scott writes: ” | have the utmost confidence in your
generalship,” and more to the same effect.

W, Metcalfe.— Your letter is delightful. Reading such things
is a fine stimulus.

T. Crarke.—Hope to use it in an early issue.

H. Sitverstein.—Thanks for your letter. It is encouraging to
know that our efforts are appreciated.

T. Otlterenshaw.—Mr. Foote is ingood health. Thanks.

A. C. Brown says: “ I should say that whatever funds may be
forthcoming will be in excellent hands ; in the hands of those
who understand the whole question, and will'doubtless make
the best of what is at their disposal.”

W. B. Thompson.—Letter received, and date noted. Will write
in due course.

H. R. Crifton.—Overful of matter this week.
handy in our next. Thanks for your trouble.

J. Ferguso”.— Depend upon it, we shall " fire away.”

E. Kirton.—We take it that you mean £i for the Fund list and
is. for Shilling Week. Acknowledged accordingly. With
yourself, we should like to see thousands responding to this
appeal.

David 'Powell.—It will be successful, if all do their share, as
you do.

Emma Bradlaugii.—Your " mite ” is highly valued.
all your good wishes.

J. H. Gittitand.—We hope there will be a revival in Belfast
by-and-bye.

J. G. Bartram.—Mr. Foote writes you by post about lecturing
at Newcastle. Subscriptions acknowledged in the list else-
where. What you say on the other matter is well worth
attention.

W. McDonald.—Aberdeen is a long way north, and Mr. Foote’s
editorial and other engagements do not allow of his being long
away from London, but he hopes to visit your city again at no
distant date.

Freethought Twentieth Century Fund.—E. Kirton, £t ;
J. Withy, £2 2s.; C. J., £1; K. G., £1 ; W. Garthwaite,
10s. 6d. ; Alfred Corley, 10s.; W. Metcalfe, 10s. 6d,; S. Munns,
;1 1S

T. Davison.—Mr. Foote hopes to have his book on Shakespeare
ready for publication early in the new year, at the latest. Of
course, a number of friends would cheerfully pay threepence
for the Freethinker, but a larger number would not, and an
increased price means greater difficulty in reaching the outer
public.

E. Bowen.—Pleased to hear you are so glad that you came
across the Freethinker twelve months ago.

Received.—Newcastle Chronicle—Newcastle Journal—Frieden-
ker—Blue Grass Blade—South Wales Echo—Torch of Reason
— The Liberator—Lucifer—Truthseeker (New York)—Thanet
Times—Morpeth Herald—Secular Thought—Two Worlds—
Crescent—Newecastle Daily Leader—Secular Thought—Ethical
World—The Riddle of the Universe, by Ernst Haeckel, trans-
lated by Joseph McCabe (Watts & Co.)—Liberator.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.
T he National Secular Society’s office is at 1 Stationers’ Hall Court,
Ludgate Hill, E.C., where all letters should be addressed to

Miss Vance.

Lecture Notices must reach 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate
Hill E.C., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.
Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to

1 Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate Hill, E.C.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Freethought Pub-
lishing Company, Limited, 1 Stationers' Hall Court, Ludgate
Hill, E.C.

The Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:—One year,
10s. 6d.; halfyear, 5s. 3d.; three months, 2s. 8d.

Scale of Advertisements:— Thirty words, is. 6d.; every suc-
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch,
4s. 6d.; halfcolumn, ;1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special terms
for repetitions.

May find it

Thanks for

No word is oftener on the lips than “friendship,” and,
indeed, no thought is more familiar to their aspirations. All
men are dreaming of it. It is the secret of the universe.—

Thoreau.
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Sugar Plums.

Mr. Foote’s week-night lectures in the Glasgow district were
abandoned in consequence of the elections, hut his lectures in
Glasgow itself were duly delivered on Sunday. Naturally the
advertising suffered through the plethora of election bills on
the city walls. Still, there were good meetings, particularly
in the evening, when the hall was fairly crowded with a most
attentive and appreciative audience, including a considerable
number of “strangers.” Some discussion took place both
afternoon and evening. Altogether, the committee expressed
themselves as “delighted” with the day’s proceedings. We
are glad to hear that the Glasgow Branch is doing very well
in its new season, and that Mr. Baxter, the newsagent,
reports a steady improvement in the sale of Freethought
literature. .

Mr. Foote delivers three lectures to-day (October 7) in the
Secular Hall, Rusholme-road, Manchester. His subjects
are calculated to attract good audiences. We hope the local
“saints” will try to counteract the lassitude that usually
follows a parliamentary contest.

Despite the rain last Sunday evening, Mr. Charles Watts
had a good audience at the Athenaeum Hall. He lectured
for over an ho*ur to attentive hearers, who marked their
appreciation by frequent and loud applause, which was
repeated several times on Mr. Watts resuming his seat. He
again occupies the same platform this evening (Sunday,
October 7), taking for his subject “ Is Spiritualism a Delu-
sion ?” No doubt the Spiritualists will gather in force to
hear the subject dealt with from a Materialist and scientific
point of view.

We call the attention of our Lancashire friends to a two
nights’ debate which will take place next Tuesday and
Wednesday, October 8 and 9, in the Temperance Hall,
Bolton, between Mr. Charles Watts and Mr. G. H. Billings,
editor of Psyche, upon the question, “ Is Spiritualism True ?”
The debate will commence each evening at eight o’clock.

The N. S. S. Conference agreed to the proposal of the
Birmingham Branch that the Central Executive should find
speakers for a Freethought Demonstration in the Town Hall
of the Midlands capital on Sunday, October 21. Considering
the importance of such a gathering, in such a hall, in such a
city, the President determined to take the matter up and do
it adequate justice. Accordingly, he arranged to go to
Birmingham himself, accompanied by Messrs. C. Watts and
C. Cohen. Mr. H. P. Ward, who resides there, will also be
available ; so that there will be a good, strong list of speakers
on this occasion. In addition to the Demonstration in the
evening, there will probably be a meeting in the afternoon,
with Mr. Watts in the chair, and a special address to be
delivered by Mr. Foote. The Birmingham friends are
anxious to get one or two of the speakers, at any rate, to
address meetings on the Saturday or Monday in favor of
Mr. Ward’s candidature on the “secular education” ticket
for a seat on the Birmingham School Board.

At the last Board meeting of the Secular Society, Limited,
a grant of£10 was voted in favor of the Birmingham N. S. S.
Branch, which has been, and still is, doing a large amount
of very useful work with rather inadequate means.

The N.S.S. Executive has decided to issue the Secular
Almayiack for 1901, and Mr. Foote has undertaken to edit it
as before. While this publication is preparing, for issue in
about a month, we beg to call the attention of Freethinkers
in business to the fact that an advertisement in it is well
worth a trial. The terms are fairly moderate, and the
Almanack is not a thing which is hastily looked at and then
cast aside. It is often kept for months, and sometimes alto-
gether ; consequently, the advertisements are sure to be
seen. We may add that all the literary work on this publi-
cation is done gratuitously, and that all profits (if any)
accrue to the N.S.S. exchequer. Advertisers, therefore,
help the movement as well as their businesses by securing a
space in it.

The Liberator (Melbourne), edited by Mr. Joseph Symes,
reproduces articles by Francis Neale and C. Cohen from the
Freethinker. Secular Thought (Toronto) continues the repro-
duction of our editor’s articles on Shakespeare.

The late King Humbert of Italy was a good Catholic,
although he persisted in treating the Pope as a citizen rather
than as a sovereign. The new king, however, is said to have
no religion at all. He is credited with being, “if not an
actual Agnostic, at any rate a Freethinker.” These are the
terms used by “ Ex-Attaché,” the well-known press corre-
spondent. If they correctly describe Emmanuel, he will be
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opposed to the Papacy from principle as well as from pohcp
— Truthseeker (New York.)

Mr. F. J. Gould informs us that the Leicester Bazaar was
a distinct success. More than £100 was cleared, anu
Secular Society’s members, who all worked very hard,
amply rewarded. Mr. Gould asks us to say that Mr. y- Jj.
Holyoake’s name was accidentally omitted from the Its
speakers at the opening ceremony on September 22.

Mr. J. G. Bartram, secretary of the Newcastle

reports that splendid work has been done in distribntii
Freethought literature at meetings of the recent Chu
Congress. The Freethinker handbills put into circular »
together with contents-sheets posted up on the walls, I'a
stimulated the sale of the paper. A single newsagent, w
had one quire (27 copies), speedily sold out, and could na
disposed of a good many more. We thank the Newcas
friends for their efforts in this direction, and we wish tn
example could be followed in other towns.

Mr. Charles Watts's pamphlet on Education: T3i'e
False was published in 1894. It was “ respectfully dcdic
to the London School Board,” and might well be circu
during the 1900 School Board elections. It isa useful P
cation, well written, and neatly printed. The Pr‘ce.lfp ub-
pence. Copies can be ordered from the Freethought
fishing Company.

The West London Branch means to continue °F®"gf
work in Hyde Park right through the winter. Mr. Jgar
Edwards starts a course of lectures to-day (October 7K ce
the Marble Arch at 11.30 with an address on “ The bci ~
of Religion : Its Scope and Meaning.” We hope the
Freethinkers—wind and weather permitting, as the sa
say—will do their utmost to make these meetings succe

N

The National Secular Society.

Report of Special Meeting, held on Thursday, Septemb”™ »
(the President in the chair). There were present : Messf
Bater, C. Cohen, T. Gorniot, W. Hcaford, W. Leat,
Munton, A. B. Moss, J. Neate, E. W. Quay, V. Roger>r
Schaller, H. J. Stace, E. E. Sims, T. Shore, T. Thurlow,
Wilmot, C. Watts, G. Warren. £on.

The President reported the proceedings of the recent
ference re Secular Education, the view of the llieiLort
being that the N. S. S. members should be asked to aUP[jjar
those Socialist candidates who were in favor of be
Education. The hope that the N. S. S. would run ac
date of its own was strongly expressed.

Mr. Moss moved, and Mr. Heaford seconded : “ That j
Cohen be asked to stand as a candidate for the Londono
Board.” Mr. Cohen having consented, it was put t0.:ng
vote, the result being 8to 7. The President felt this v~
was too close to justify proceeding, and suggested t‘iagcnj
matter be dropped for this year. It was resolved to
speakers to assist the candidates already in the field.

The President then read the draft of his scheme conce
the Twentieth Century Fund, and it was unanim®
accepted. A sub-committee, consisting of Messrs. R h g
Shore, Leat, and Wilmot, were elected to assist in cafO
out the details, and the meeting adjourned.

ra\ng

N

Ordinary meeting held Thursday, September 27 A €f)

G. W. Foote in the chair). Present {(—Messrs. E.

C. Cohen, T. Gorniot, W. Heaford, W. Leat, J*

E. W. Quay, V. Roger, F. Schaller, H. J. Stace, T. 1hu" d
T. Wilmot, C. Watts. Minutes of previous meeting rea
confirmed. Cash statement read and adopted.

It was resolved to issue a Secular Almanack for 1901,
Foote was asked to again undertake the editorial resp
bility, and kindly consented. nlial

The secretary was instructed to arrange for the A "3
Dinner at the Holborn Restaurant. Messrs. V. R°80par;s
W. Heaford gave a report of their attendance at the an;.
Congress, and a vote of thanks to both delegates was
mously passed. _, phat

Mr. S. Hartmann moved, and Mr. Moss seconded : Jate.”
Mr. Cohen be asked to run as a Secular Education cantll..cf be
Mr. Gorniot moved, as an amendment: “ That the nia ~jng
adjourned.” This was seconded by Mr. Leat, anu, alJ%

carried, was again put as the substantive resolution, an
carried. E. M. Vance, Secretary-

i
I'ﬂ-

We are all tattooed in our cradles with the beliefs
tribe. The record may seem superficial, but it is 1 (jsjous
You cannot educate a man wholly out of the slr,e;jO[ll na
fears which were early implanted in his imagina_QijfSf
matter how utterly his reason may reject them.
Wendell Holmes.
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What One Misses in the New
Testament

The New Testament is a bundle of tracts written as an
expression of the beliefs and hopes o a P not
munity of religious enthusiasts. Itis no . it
meant to be, a literary masterpiece. On tnew™ |
answers its original purpese sufficiently

legeRsts are told with simplicity, and its convictions
stated with earnestness. A careful study of its docu-
ments reveals the mind of the early Christians, their
er°'sm) their dreams, and their faults. But, when
N ..h people maintain that the New Testament is
ivinely” inspired and edited, there is a very distinct
jefanffe in the music, and criticism is immediately chal-

I shall not re-travel the worn line of controversy, and
P°mt out contradictions and absurdities ; but I shall con
1j, e myself to exposing one special defect in the New

estament considered as a literary achievement
nO%an its lack of liberal culture. Of course, | should

~No. put together the first fragments of the Christian
yth.  But, when | am assured that the book has
eceived the touch of a divine hand, | have a right to
°k into it for a breadth of view and a certain magnifi-
ence of phrase which should surpass the stateliest pro-
motions of the world’s authorship. This breadth and
¢ Is magnificence do not exist. And, in proof of my
insure, | will allege certain directions in which the
New Testament fails.
fne New Testament is wanting in aesthetic elements
mm -» in appreciation of the beautiful in nature and
at> There is, indeed, a sense in which the entire
s’°spel may be regarded as a poem. For instance, the
°ry of the Christ-child born in the manger may be
Runted as a not ungraceful metaphor, by which it is
a&gested that genius may enter the world under very
averse circumstances. Taken in that signification,
e gospel myths have some fertility of artistic ideas ;
ad the great painters— especially those of Italy and
landers— have made rich use of the material.
pS I am, | sincerely admire the pictures in which
aphael an”™ Rubens have made the Christian fables
gautiful to the eye and responsive to human sym
Pathies. But when the theologians insist that the
gospels, and the other New Testament writings, must
Jf. accepted in their literal meanings, then the whole
mug becomes prosy and feeble. Myth always remains
Caarrn'n8 unt‘l it is believed. Then its brilliancy fades.
The writers of the New Testament are so exclusively
°ccupied with the problems of the soul that they have
n° time to look up to the sky, or around at the land
Scape. It may be replied that their object is necessarily
1 anted, an(j that they wish to concentrate our attention
holly on the spiritual ; and that when the spiritual
°rld is restored to harmony the natural or material
°rld will soon receive its due homage. But this shows
misunderstaiiding of the human constitution. The
aucation of man must proceed along a double line—
ae subjective and the objective. Man must be made
awyare of his own faculties and powers ; and he must,
at the same time, be made aware of the character of his
etjivironment. He must evolve the beautiful that is
'f'thin him ; he must also learn to perceive the beauty
hat i3 without. The New Testament ignores the
gauty that is without. If God created the heavens,
sUrely it would not be beneath the dignity of an
Vang-gjisf to linger awhile on the majesty of the stars
aat keep watch over night and slumber. If God
reated the vegetation, the Christian Bible might have
evealed to us some of the secrets of the flowers, and
~Orne- of the delights of the many-tinted forests. If
£ created the rocks, a word of praise might have
@ *spared for the exquisiteness of crystals, the colors
rnarble and agate, and the chaste hues of the
an! d ' Shall Ruskin enchant us with the sunset,
10 . "aul be silent? And Cuyp may persuade us into
jg lag the very cattle in the riverside meadows, but
r‘ 1 and Matthew must be dumb on the subject of
UieN %ve''ness* It may be answered, perhaps, that
de. , w Testament writers could never have adequately
cr'bed the glories of the cosmos which God made,
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unless they had composed a vast library of works on
scenery and natural history. But a vast library was
not needed. A few skilful lines would have sufficed to
set the tone and disclose the sealed splendors of nature.
Shakespeare did not demand an excess of words to
portray the storm amid which the tired sailor sleeps

Wilt thou upon the high and giddy mast

Seal up the ship-boy’s eyes, and rock his brains
In cradle of the rude imperious surge,

And in the visitation of the winds,

Who take the ruffian billows by the top,

Curling their monstrous heads, and hanging them
With deafening clamor in the slippery clouds,
That with the hurly death itself awakes ?

And Milton, with a few short sentences, succeeded in
making the moonlit earth a thing of grace for all
English memories :—

Now came still evening on, and twilight gray

Had in her sober livery all things clad ;

Silence accompanied ; for beast and bird,

They to their grassy couch, these to their nests,

Were slunk ; all but the wakeful nightingale ;

She all night long her amorous descant sung.

Silence was pleased. Now glowed the firmament

With living sapphires. Hesperus, that led

The starry host, rode brightest, till the moon,

Rising in clouded majesty, at length

Apparent queen unveliled her peerless light,

And o’er the dark her silver mantle threw.

Brief as the gospels and epistles are, they contain many
repetitions, and the literary space is not well economised.
In place of a miracle narrated three times over, we
could have better endured a hymn to the snowy peak of
Hermon, or a lyric in honor of the maids of Galilee.
While nature is neglected, so also is the greatness of
human art. Even the British nation (which is not
singularly aesthetic in temperament) could see the value
of the Elgin marbles, and more or less honestly transfer
them to its Museum. Paul visited Afhens when the
frieze of the Parthenon was yet unspoiled by time and
war. Yet he could not drop one niggard syllable to
prove that he was moved by its genius. Were all the
Christian Churches established in squalid mining villages
or fishermen’s hamlets ? Did the early Saints never
behold a Greek mausoleum, or handle an Athenian vase ?
Could the temples of Adelphi, Ephesus, and Rome leave
their taste and imagination unaffected? Had the lute
no magic, and the choir of Apollo no message ? With
Egypt on this side, Hellas on that, and Italy on the
horizon, could the spirit of Christianity stand rigid,
indifferent, and insusceptible ? It could, and it did.
The poor, gaunt Christians of the first two centuries
bad neither the capacity nor the training to see Aphro-
dite in the foam, or hear the voice of Echo among the
old grey hills. They were ill-fed, ill-educated. They
had fine moral qualities, no doubt; but they had little
or no instinct for the artistic and the musical. Their
imagination was weak, and its weakness deprived the

New Testament of color, rhythm, and style.

F. J. Gould.

Seer and Singer.

" For proud and fiery and swift and bold—

Wine of life from heart of gold,
The blood of his heathen manhood rolled
Full-billowed through his veins.”

—James T homson.

T he personality of Lucretius, the great Roman poet, is
at once the most extraordinary and the vaguest of any
in the world of letters. He comes before us in his
works as distinctly as any other writer ; he is, as it
were, always present, but the details of his life are so
shadowy and so misunderstood. Yet, in some ways,
this old-world Freethinker may come more home to our
modern sympathies than many others of those of the
far-off time in which he lived. Across the gulf of
twenty centuries, across the far deeper abyss of an
older civilisation and an alien language, we recognise
in him a brave soldier in the army of Freedom.
According to Lucretius, the great curse of human
nature is religion, which priests still use to fool and
degrade mankind. No lingering doubt, timidity, or
affected reverence for what his virile reason condemned
as false, restrained him in his masterly denunciation of
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religion as unworthy alike of philosophers and men.
He treated with scorn and earnest indignation the
priestly cant that attempted to shield the contra-
dictions, puerilities, and immoralities of religion, by
denouncing those who submitted unauthenticated fables
and theories to the test of reason. He fiercely denied
the immortality of the “ soul,” on arguments founded
on Materialism. He also denied the doctrines of a
divine creation of the world, and of a superintending
Providence. Couched under other forms, arrived at
by other courses, the principles of this brave old
Roman are the same, or almost the same, as those
accepted by the Freethinkers of to-day. The attitude
of Lucretius was Rationalistic. He came forward as
the champion of reason. Indeed, at times we might
almost fancy he was a prehistoric Voltaire, confuting
the arguments of the priests, or an old-world Huxley
deriding the pseudo-science of theologians interested in
defending an organised hypocrisy. Lucretius mocked
at the clerical idea of a future retribution with which
the old priests of Paganism terrorised the multitude.
The fairy-tales of the tortures of the damned, he said,
were merely the projection into futurity of that blind
cowardice, those craving passions, that baulked
ambition, that restless dissatisfaction, those penal
inflictions that cause the misery and the degradation
of human life.

Now and again his cheek flushes with anger, as when
he records, in lines of great beauty, the terrible guilt,
prompted by religion, against the most sacred ties of
human nature. No poet has presented us with a picture
more finished and exquisite than that of the awful
Sacrifice of Iphigenia. It stands before us as if it had
been transferred to canvas. It is a story “ too deep for
tears.” We see the hapless maiden, trembling by the
altar, without power of speech, the murderous priest,
the sorrowing father, the strong men powerless, and
the bloody end. Lucretius concludes his account with
passionate bitterness :—

“ Learn thou, then,
To what damned deeds religion urges men.”

This is the one idea that runs through his whole poem,
On the Nature of Things. He is man’s champion
against priestcraft. He tilts like a knight-errant
against every form of religious terror, one by one
unhorsing them, and leaving them disarmed and pros-
trate. He charges first at the most important and for-
midable, and then, having cleared the ground about him,
demolishes at his leisure the lighter and more scattered
squadrons. His very method is but part of the modern
method, or, rather, it is the modern method in its
infancy. We may gain some notion of the general
effect of his great poem, On the Nature of Things, if we
conceive Tennyson to have devoted his talents to versi-
fying Spencer’'s Synthetic Philosophy, or Swinburne to
have subordinated his genius to the poetic presentment
of Darwin’s Origin of Species. Everywhere Lucretius
treats priestcraft with passionate invective. In his
contests with the clerics, an atmosphere as congenial to
the old Roman as the breath of battle, he proved him-
self the sublimest of his country’s poets.

As a sign of his wonderful soundness and integrity
as a thinker, it is not sufficient to say that he is like the
moderns.* Writing about half a century before the
alleged birth of the mythical Christ, he anticipated
many of the most special individual scientific ideas of
this nineteenth century. With most remarkable fore-
sight he perceived the truth of evolution, the indestructi-
bility of matter, the struggle for existence, the survival
of the fittest, the origin of language, the progress of
society. To us these things are but recent tidings.
Twenty long centuries ago they dawned on the pro-
phetic mind of this great Roman poet, “ brooding on
things to come.” The most marked characteristic of
Lucretius was his passionate ardor for all knowledge.
It was simply unbounded. His pathos and tenderness
in contemplating the more awful phases of life have
already been noticed. His was the tenderness of a
strong and manly character, self-reliant, and feeling
sympathy with the weak and helpless, even with
the animal world, as well as humanity. He voices
the dumb, helpless, grief of brutes, sorrowing for
their young. His allusions to children are ex-
quisitely touching and beautiful. His love of science,
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his austerity of character, the magnificence of h'S
genius, rank him among the really great poets, who,
like fixed stars, shine for ever in the firmament of time.
It is with no common interest that we regard this® m°s
gifted genius as a Freethinker. When we think O
the present condition of priest-ridden Ireland, Spam>
and his beloved Italy, when we reflect on the strugg»e
of reason and religion, written in blood and fire, during
the centuries, we feel it but just to acknowledge tha
this old-world Secularist, twenty centuries ago, fougnt
the battle for humanity. Lucretius helps us to under-
stand the magnitude of the struggle between reason
and unreason. In his days, each, as it were, arnie

with simpler weapons, fought together. Now, science,
armed with weapons so much more formidable an

deadly, marches to battle in the confident hope of nna
victory. MimnermUS.

Catholics and New Testament Ethics.

One of the favorite propositions of the neo-Christian
school is that the New Testament contains the Alpl,a
and Omega of morality. Jesus may have been nothingl
more than a man, says this school, but he was an
extraordinary man. Mr. Gilbert has satirised the
dilettantes, whose fad was that

Art stopped short

In the cultivated Court

Of the Empress Josephine.
It would require a Gilbert to satirise the people who
think that ethics and philosophy stopped short soffle
nineteen hundred years ago in a little town in Judaja.

But an interesting commentary on this polite super-

stition is furnished by a recent article in the Catholf
Times on Marie Corelli’s new novel, The Master ChrN
tian. The Catholic leader-writer works himself into a
great fit of indignation over the book— an indignation
that is apparently compatible with a healthy ignorance
of ordinary current literature. It is no part of xy
present purpose to deal with Miss Corelli’'s book, but
the Catholic Times writer asks with surprise :—

“Who but Marie Corelli would have dreamt of r®
incarnating the Redeemer and making him live again
as a waifand stray of a nineteenth-century town ?”

Well, whether or not anyone else would have dreamt of
this device, the fact is it is comparatively common m
modern fiction. James Russell Lowell in his wen-
known poem, Olive Schreiner in Trooper Peter llalkf
of Mashonaland, Robert Buchanan in The Wander
few, and, one may add, Mrs. Lynn Linton in foshfa
Davidson, have all more or less adopted it, to mention
a few. Whether the Catholic gentleman is aware of 1
or not, Jesus was always a favorite with the fictionists-

But, after reciting how he was *“ disgusted ” aa
“ deeply amused ” at a book which is “ extraordinarily
clever” and also “ extraordinarily illogical,” and
further suggesting that it should be placed on t«e
Papal Index, the writer proceeds :—

“Does Miss Marie Corelli seriously believe, or docs
she wish her readers seriously to believe, that *.
morality of the New Testament will survive the ab°
tion of ffie Churches which are generally supposed
preach it? If so, we fear she is deceived. The j
tions now affecting men’s minds are no longer concern
with differences between Churches. Every though*
man recognises that those differences never should ha
arisen, and that the sooner they are abolished the bet
for Christianity at large. But thoughtful men recognli”®
something further. They recognise the sad fact that,
our times, the prevailing irreligion springs not so mu
from the differences dividing the Churches as from
difficulties underlying the revelation which those Chore

profess to teach.”

This is pretty frank, and, whatever thoughtful men may
“ recognise ” about the “ differences ” which have aris
between the Churches, the more honest amongst the
certainly know that the statement as to the cause
the current irreligion is indubitably true ; and the pmato
about the revelation which the Churches “ profess
teach is particularly good in a Catholic print. , S
Evidently the Catholic Times is under no delusion
to the possibility of permanently erecting a system
ethics on a book, or collection of books, which p°sS
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what influence they have by virtue of the organisation
which puffs them. It goes on :—

“ Miss Marie Corelli would destroy all the creeds ; she
would build the spiritual life on the New Testament
alone. Can she be really aware of the folly of such a
prog-ram? If she is not aware, let her ask the first
intelligent man of her acquaintance, and she will learn
how little the New Testament is likely to support a code
of morals, once she has destroyed the authority which
has elevated the book to the position of a moral code.”

1th all respect to the neo-Christian moralists— and
wiany of them, no doubt, are men of sincere moral
nthusiasm— we submit that the Catholic writer here
Pi  ~e nail on the head. It is the “ authority,” the
hurch, which has “ elevated ” the New Testament to
,.le position it occupies ; it was the Church which made
le New Testament. And men would never have per-
vaded themselves that it embodied the most lofty moral
eaching if they had not first been persuaded it was
IVIne_ When it is conceded that the New Testa-
ent is merely a collection of human documents of
cubtful historical authenticity, it merely takes its place
'Uongst other literature of the world, to be criticised
tu , appraised at its human value. Nothing of good
at it may contain is any the better for being found
.ere>nothing of evil any the less pernicious. If we
P<ck out bits here and there of the teaching of Jesus
nd say that they evidence a relative perception of
‘de of moral truth, we merely do so because such
, Oral propositions appear to be validated to us by our
Vrnan observations ; just as our observations and study
s'™>larly seem to validate bits or phases, say, of
a e Maching of Nietzsche. And equally in the one case
& the other we might claim that certain phases and
spects of both teachings seem to us the negation of
r Oral truth. Once the New Testament ceases to be
Ngarded as a supernatural product, the whole question
thC’mes one iluman judgment. The Catholic Titnes
Us sums the matter up :—

“ She [Miss Corelli] must remember that the Church
has made the Bible, not the Bible the Church. Mr.
Mallock thinks the Church will endure, no matter what
fate overtakes the Bible. Miss Corelli fancies the Bible
Would last, even if fate swept away the Church. Both
are wrong. The Bible and the Church will stand or fall
together, and only people with an incorrect conception of
What Catholic teaching really is dream anything else.”

§ he Bible and the Church will stand or fall together.”
Osays Catholicism—and so say we. But we add the
a°rollary : they will fall together ; nay, they are falling,
this very Catholic writer unconsciously demonstrates,

j e expressly refers, indeed, to the “irreligion ” which
a Prevalent amongst thoughtful men. But in itself the
ch Cé—and * °"ly one hundreds— indicates the
ar>ge. Can anyone conceive the Catholic Church of,
py>two hundred, or even one hundred, years ago
Icly discussing in its accredited organs whether or

fr ~e New Testament was capable of being detached

thOTl tbe Church? Can anyone imagine the Church of
pe fiddle Ages stopping to argue with fashionable
pjehsts that it could not be dispensed with? Argu-
Was sterner in those times, and frequently came
closer quarters than newspaper lucubrations.
A We will stand or fall together,” cries the dying
Qﬂ)rch through her press. You are falling, messieurs,
fg,jlng by the dead-weight of your out-worn creeds,
by because your foundations are being eaten away
y the processes of time. Frederick Ryan.

The Paris Freethought Congress.

Tiig 1 ——.— -
toOg. toternational Freethought Congress at Baris, which
Sep, Place on the four days from the 16th to the 19th
*oatoniber this year, was in every respect an important
The eilcouraging event in the history of our movement.
IVori“P~MHdid hall of the Grand Orient do France—the
Was ''v'de order of French Freemasonry—in the Rue Cadet
reoni d at the disposal of the Congress, and the spacious
adjoining were utilised for the sittings of the six Com-
VariouS aPPO>nted at the opening meeting to report on the
us goeekidAs submitted to the deliberations of the
aress = All the meetings were full of animation and
dele, ‘asrn, and the interest of the large numbers (t)f
Withst'® §.never” fla&&ed throughout the eight sittings, NOU
ang a anding that early morn (at 9 o’clock) gaw their €6Mming,
scene ry, eve (at 6 o'clock) saw their going to and from the

Ol discussion.
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Delegates were present from all parts of France and
Belgium. England was represented by Mr. Roger, Vice-
Pre~dént N. S. S. and President of the Camberwell Branch,
and by the present writer; Germany by a young" and
extremely able lady, Ida Altmann, of Wiesbaden ; Belgium
was brilliantly represented by M. Fourémont, member of the
Belgium Chambre de Députés ; Spain sent the genial Senor
Magha ; and Switzerland a very hard-working toiler for
Freethought, M. Fuepius, editor of a Freethought journal
at Geneva entitled Lumiere, and President also of the Free-
thought Society at that city.

A gratifying feature at the Congress was the large number
of women delegates, and the eloquence and good sense with
which they approached the varied problems set before us for
discussion.

In all, there were present more than 200 delegates of various
nationalities, comprising representatives of various National
Federations, like the N. S. S. and the French and German
Federations, and numerous independent Freethought Societies
in France and Belgium. More than twenty delegates, repre-
senting towns like Charleroi, Liége, Nasniv, and elsewhere,
came from the latter country. Delegates were also present
from some of the Masonic lodges of Nance, from various
Socialist groups, and from the French societies connected
with the women'’s rights question.

Six questions in all were presented to the Congress—viz..
(1) Freethought in relation to religion; (2) the bases of
morality ; (3) complete education and the program of Free-
thought ; (4) the rights of women ; (5) Socialism and Free-
thought ; and (6) special propositions having particular rela-
tion to the different nationalities.

The first serious business of the Congress was the appoint-
ment of Commissions to examine and report on the above
questions. Mr. Roger was elected to sit on the Commissions
dealing with questions 3 and 5, and | sat with the Commis-
sions dealing with questions 1, 5, and 6.

In anticipation of the Congress, a number of valuable
statements, reports, and documents bearing on these varied
questions had already been prepared by individuals, and by
the Committees of various Freethought Societies ; and these
materials, after being properly collated and arranged, were
duly presented to the Commissions and considered at the
sittings, and formed in several instances the basis of the
Report. Each item of the program was separately con-
sidered, and a valuable body of materials and ideas was thus
brought together in elucidation of the questions under dis-
cussion. Each Committee appointed its own reporter, who
presented the conclusions of the Committee at the general
meetings of the Congress.

M. Victor Charbonnel, who presented the Report upon
Question 1, is a notable convert from the Catholic Church.
The whilom priest has become journalist, and holy water
gives place to unholy ink. Since his emancipation he has
identified himself with Freethought and Socialism, and our
principles have gained an active and eloquent representative
In the man who once ministered at the altar of superstition.
He is still young, and a brilliant future doubtless awaits this
able and earnest man. A little while ago he was married,
and the good wishes of the Freethought party, universally,
will go outto him and the partnerofhis life. M. Charbonnel’s
Report was a masterpiece of powerful exposition. Combat-
ting all religions, and scouting even the hypothesis of a God,
the Report proclaimed the moral supremacy of Science and
Truth. The delegates were recommended to study the signs
of the moral and intellectual decay of the purely Christian
elements in our social life, and to embody the results of their
inquiries in the various Freethought journals. The scandals
and crimes of the priestly order, insomuch as they evidence
the decrepitude of the creeds, should be made a special
feature in our Freethought work, so that all the world may
witness the nakedness of our spiritual pastors, and be
ashamed of its servitude to a system administered for God
by such types of men. W illiam Heaford.

( To he continued.)

Correspondence.

OUR LEGAL CANDIDATES.

TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”
gIR—On September 27 Mr. Augustine Birrell, Q.C.,
addressed a meeting in St. Luke’s Schools, Manchester, in
favor of his candidature for N. E. Manchester. At the close
of his address he urgently invited written questions, socially
or politically. Taking advantage, | wrote down and handed
up the following question : “ Are you in favor of Secularists
receiving and holding bequests left to them by will, the same
as Christians enjoy under the present law ? Secularists are
debarred from receiving and holding any bequests left by

will.”  The reply from this legal luminary was as follows

« was surprised at the question, for he did not think that
the law was to that effect. He was in favor of Secularists
receiving and holding bequests. He was a lawyer himself,
but he did not think the law was as stated in my question.

And the audience marvelled at his greatness.
Lloyd Passant (N.S.S.).
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us byfirst post on Tuesday,
and be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card.]

LONDON.

The Athenaeum Hall (73 Tottenham Court-road, W.) : 7.30,
C. Watts, " Is Spiritualism a Delusion?”

South London Ethical Society Masonic Hall, Camberwell
road : 7, Dr. Washington Sullivan, “ Morality and Art.”

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road) :
7, Conversazione, for members and friends.

Open-air Propaganda.

Finsbury Park : 3.30, A lecture.

Victoria Park (near the Fountain): 3.15, A. B. Moss.

Clerkenwell Green: 11.30, A lecture.

Battersea Park Gates: 11.30, W. J. Ramsey.

Edmonton (corner of Angel-road) : 7, E. Leggatt.

West Ham Branch (Stratford Grove) : 7.30, S. E. Easton.

Hyde Park (near Marble Arch) : 11.30, R. P. Edwards.

Hammersmith (outside the Lyric Opera House): 7.13, R. P.
Edwards.

COUNTRY.
Society (York-street Lecture Flail, 69

Belfast Ethical

York-street) : J« H. Gilliland, “ Mr. Balfour's Foundations of

Belief”

Bradford Labour Church (Peckover-street): 3 and 6.30,
Mrs. H. Bradlaugh Bonner.

Chatham Secular Society (Queen’s-road, New Brompton):
245, Sunday-school; 7, Councillor J. Godbold, “ A Comprehen-
sive Religion and its Social Responsibilities.” *

Leicester Secular Society (Humberstone-gate) : October 7
(6.30), F. J. Gould, “William Blake: Poet and Artist.”

Liverpool (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square) : 7, A lecture—
for subject see Saturday’s Football Echo.

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints):

G. W. Foote—11, “ China and the Christian Powers”; 3, “ Marie

Corelli and Jesus Christ”; 6.30, “ Does Death End Us?” Tea
at 5.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-
street) : H. Percy Ward—11, "The Foolishness of Prayer”; 3,
“ Religion in Boar'd Schools 7, “ The Delusion of Spiritualism.”
Weather permitting, the first lecture will be given near the
Monolith.

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation Schools, Market-

place): 7, A reading.

Lecturers’ Engagements.

C. Cohen, 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.— October 7,
Cardiff. 9, New Tredegar. 14, Pontypridd. 21, Birmingham.
28, Athenaeum Hall. November 4, Glasgow. 11, Aberdeen.

Arthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, London, S.E.—October 7,
a., Victoria Park.

H. Percy Ward, 2 Leamington-place, George-street, Balsall-
Heath, Birmingham.—December 9, Glasgow.

THE BEST BOOK

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, | BELIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PRACTICE
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.

160 pages, withportrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered,
Price is., postfree.

In order to bring the information within the reach of the poor, the
most important parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112
pages at one penny, post free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for
distribution is. a dozen post free.

The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, says: “ Mr.
Holmes’ pamphlet......is an almost unexceptional statement of the
Neo-Malthusian theory and practice...... and throughout appeals
to moral feeling......The special value of Mr. Holmes'’s service to
the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human well-being generally is
just his combination in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the
physical and moral need fbr family limitation with a plain account
of the means by which it can be secured, and an offer to all con-
cerned of the requisites at the lowest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr.
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very high terms.

Orders should be sent to the author,

J. R. HOLMES, HAN'NEY, WAMTAOE, BERKS.

MAIL CART,

Cane and Green Leather, Convertible Bassinette, with Hood,
Good Second-hand Condition.

Cost £4 ; Accept 30s.
SMITH, 10 Salisbury-road, Leyton, Essex.
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BAD TRADE

Has been everybody’s cry in Bradford during the last six months.
Most of the factories have not been running more than three days
per week. This has been avery trying time for me ; but it has
also enabled me to buy a lot of goods direct from the mills at con-
siderably under the ordinary prices, and for my winter trade
in Suits, Overcoats, Bedding, etc., | can offer some romplf?
Bargains.

| appeal to all Friends

and old customers in the Freethought movement to give me an
order for one of the five lots below during the coming week. Von
will thus do me a good turn without hurting yourself, because |
shall send you goods that will be at least twenty-five per cent,
lower in price than you can get them elsewhere.

ORDER THIS WEEK, PLEASE,

and with every order | receive | will send free of all cost 1
Gent’s Centre Second Chronograph Watch.

LOT 1—Gent’s Lounge Suit to Measure 303. Morning or Shoot-
ing Suit, 3s. extra. Patterns and measurement free.
Cloths include Black, Blue, Brown, Fawn, and Grey
materials. Don'tforget the Watch.

LOT 2.—Rational Overcoat, single-breasted, 28s.; double-
breasted, 30s., to measure. Patterns and measuremen

form free. Cloths include Black, Blue, Brown, Fawn,
and Grey Meltons, Tweeds, and Friezes. Don't forgn
the Watch.

Colors

LOT 3.—Ready-made Gent's Suit, Lounge shape, 25s.
Black, Blue, Fawn, Brown, Green, and Grey.
chest over vest measure, length from centre of back
full length of sleeve. Inside leg measure and
height. | guarantee a good fit. Don'tforget the Wan ,

LOT 4.—1 pair All-wool Blankets, 1 pair Bed Sheets, 1 beautiftd
Quilt, and ilb. of Tea, for 21s. Don'tforget the Wan

LOT 5—1 Lady’s Jacket, 1 Dress Skirt, 1 pair Boots, 1
brella, 1 Fur Necktie. Allfor2is. Many of the Jacke™

alone have been sold at 23s.; but they are last winter
fashion.

Do me the favor of showing this advertisement and
appeal to all your friends.

J.W. GOTT, 2 & 4 Union-street, Bradford.

Ingersoll’s Last Lecture.

“ WHAT IS RELIGION?"

An Address delivered before the American Free ReUgIOtS
Association, at Boston, June 2, 1899.

Freethinkers should keep a copy of this Lecture always »

them. It was Ingersoll’s last utterance on the subjeC
religion. It show's him to have been a “ rankAtheist” t°
very end. Moreover, it is a summary of his life’s teach

and embalms his ripest thought.

PRIGS TWOPENCE.

London : The Freethought Publishing Company, Limited)
1 Stationers’ flail Court, E.C.

Thwaites’ Liver Pills.

The Best Family Medicine in the World. Will cure L>v
Kidney, and ail Stomach Diseases effectually.

Good for Heart Troubles and Cardiac Complaints, ~ei“"o&
Ailments, Anaemia, etc. is. i>4d. and 2s. gd. per box.
free, 14 or 33 stamps. Directions with each box.

G. THWAITES, Herbalist, Stockton-on-Tees-..

PHOTOGRAPHY.

Every description of Photographs copied same size, r&Ugt
enlarged. Cartes-de-Visite, 12, 3s. 6d. ; Cabinets, & 4 wtP
7s. 6d. Larger sizes at proportionate rates. Send IV’
photograph, for sample sheet of 12 midgets.

Good Work only-

Developing, Printing, etc., for Amateurs-

Geo. Cross, M.N.S.S., The Studio, 13 Cambridge Arc*d
Southport.
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CHEAP BOOKS FOR FREETHINKERS.

All New, Uncut, and in Perfect Condition, and
NOT OTHERWISE OBTAINABLE.

AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES.

force AND MATTER. By PROFESSOR BUCHNER.
Tills work caused an immense sensation throughout the civilised world, and gave rise to endless controversy.
Christian opponents have called it the Bible of Materialism. Its famous author lost his professorship in
consequence of his bold, uncompromising'Atheism. The work itself is thoroughly up-to-date, and embodies

-p. he latest conclusions of Evolution. Postage 3d.

HE ENGLISH LIFE OF JESUS. By THOMAS scott.
A trenchant criticism of the Gospel records on Rationalist lines, and still the best book on the subject in
English. It is doubtful whether it was written by the late Thomas Scott, of Ramsgate, who devoted his

fortune to the printing and circulation of Freethought literature. A claim has been put in for its authorship
on behalf of the Rev. Charles Voysey. Mr. J. M. Wheeler held that it came from the pen of Sir George

X' B was highly praised by S. Hinds, ex-bishop of Norwich, and by Professor F. W. Newman, who
said it had “the great excellence of common sense.” Dr. Inman, the author of Ancient Faiths, declared
that “ it is impossible for a philosopher to speak too highly ” of this work ; and Dr. Davidson mentioned it

as one of the books that had for ever changed “ the old point of view.” Postage 3d.

ALIGION IN THE HEAVENS. By LOGAN MITCHELL.
The sub-title of this book is “ Mythology Unveiled,” and the edition is the one published by Charles Bradlaugh and
Annie Besant. It is a valuable work for the student of Religion from the Mythological and Astronomical
points of view. But being far from dry—in fact, written with considerable verve—it will prove very interesting

to the ordinary reader. ostage 3d.

"HE DEVIL'S PULPIT. Bythe REV. ROBERT TAYLOR. 2 vols.

Contains Forty-six Astronomico-Theological Discourses. Taylor was a clergyman of the Church of England,
put, becoming an Atheist, he threw off his gown, and joined Richard Carlile in popular Freethough propagand-
iIsm. He was imprisoned for ayear in Oakham Gaol as a “ blasphemer." And if “ blasphemy " is a real crime,
he amply deserved his sentence. These discourses are as witty as they are learned. They are calculated to

draw laughter, in spite of himself, from the sourest bigot. Postage 4d.

~N lileo GALILEI. By KARL VON GEBLER.
Translated from the German by Mrs. George Sturge. A very learned, careful, and honest work of 352 pages.
Contains all information concerning the great Galileo’s prosecution and persecution by the Roman Curia as a

heretic. Invaluable to students, and interesting to serious general readers. Postage 4d.

SERVETUS AND CALVIN. By Dr. R. WILLIS.
The frontispiece is a fine Portrait with Autograph of the “ heretic ” whom Calvin hunted down to a fiery doom.

Dr. Willis’'s work is a standard one. It gives a full account of the life and teaching, as well as the death, of
Servetus ; and proves Calvin’s responsibility for his martyrdom up to the hilt. This is one Ol the books that

every sound Freethinker should have on his shelves. Postage 4d.

the APOCRYPHAL NEW TESTAMENT.
William Hone’s edition. Contains the Gospels and Epistles which the Church threw out when it became respect-

able, and sheds an instructive light on primitive Christianity. Postage 3d.

*Ncient mysteries described.
William Hone’s edition. A learned and (unintentionally) amusing account of the Mystery Plays which preceded

the Modern Drama, and by means of which, the people got their ideas of the Bible story. | ostage 3d.

~"INS OF EMPIRES. By C. F. VOLNEY. ) ,
A justly famous book, replete with philosophy and eloquence. This edition contains a Prefatory Notice of Volney
by Charles Bradlaugh, and an engraved Chart of the Astronomical Heaven of the Ancients. Cloth. 1ost. 3a.

IHE FREETHINKERS’ TEXT-BOOK. By ANNIE besant.
Part Il. of a work projected and nearly completed by Charles Bradlaugh and others. Mrs. Bes”~t’s portion is
complete in itself. It deals with “ Christianity : its Evidences, its Origin, its Morality, and its History. Ihe

most laborious and effective of Mrs. Besant’'s writings. Only a few copies 111 stock. Postage 3d.

Vqgi-Taire. By J M. WHEELER.
A sketch of Voltaire's Life and Works by the late Sub-editor of the Freethinker with a commendatory Introduction
The only thing of

by G W. £ a Portrait Of the famous Heresiarch, and typical extracts from Ins writings.
the kind in English. Published in 1894 at is. in paper covers Postage id.

POSTOLIn RECORDS. By the REV. DR. GILES.

having told the truth about the Bible records Dr_ Giles did the same . L
rom the date of Ue Crucifixion to the middle of the second century. Tins is the tuhest worK on me suojeci y

any English writer. Postage 4d.

*© Steps of the past. Byj. m.wheeler.
With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. This is a very valuable«I™~onaf "ssays on
Freethinkers, a A hook to be read and, read again,
S Abbool& to bbe read, and read gg ,

fhe traéRSim}éds]igg,'\\/ll\yill\%ﬂgeilte{ufl l2)efsitn¥g(r)¢gls(t'ing andt precious mformation.
and often referred to. Bound in cloth ; originally published at 3s. 1lostag
S 1S 1 « » - - -~ - «=--
Queen's Bench before Lord Coleridge. Postage 4d.
The GUTCAST. % w.mvooD read* Aa Re...
Freethought novel by the accomplished author of - Darwin. Freethinkers can read this story

thorough-going Atheist. His great powers were recognised their friends. Postage 3d.
'v'th pleasure, and do a service to Freethought by lending 1 o

The

LONDON : THE FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY, LIMITED,
1 Stationers’ Hall Court, L.C.

»

d.
6



640

NOW

THE BIBLE

THE FREETHINKER.
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READY.

HANDBOOK

FOR

FREETHINKERS AND

INQUIRING CHRISTIANS.

EDITED BY

G. W. FOOTE
A NEW EDITION, REVISED,

and W. P. BALL.
AND HANDSOMELY PRINTED.

CONTENTS:

Part | —Bible Contradictions.
Part IV.—Bible Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscen

Cheap Edition, in paper covers, is.

Part I1.—Bible Absurdities.

Part 111.—Bible Atrocities.
ities, Broken Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies-

6d.; Best Edition, hound in cloth, 2s. 6d.

“This is a volume which we strongly commend to all interested in the study of the Judaic-Christian Scri|itufl5
It is edited by G. W. Foote and W. P. Ball, and published by the Freethought Publishing Company, 1 Station®

Hall Court, London, E.C., price is. 6d.
unless he has studied this remarkable volume.

as an aid to the exposition of the Christian religion from a thoughtful and critical standpoint.
Since 1888 it has been the standard volume of the subject with which it deals, and its popularity

and comparisons.

Indeed, we cannot conceive any Christian as having a faith worth regard' »
Teachers in Sunday and elementary schools will find it of special va)

It is a perfect army of ja .

emphasised by the fact that the public have demanded a new edition.”—Reynolds's Newspaper.

THE FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING Co., Ltd,,

i STATIONERS HALL COURT, LONDON, E-C-

BIBLE ROMANCES.

By G. W.

FOOTE.

CONTENTS :

The Creation Story. The Tower of Babel.

Eve and the Apple. Lot’s Wife.

Cain and Abel. The Ten Plagues.

Noah’s Flood. The Wandering Jews

Balaam’s Ass A Virgin Mother.

God in a Box. The Resurrection.
Jonah and the Whale. The Crucifixion.

Bible Animals. John’s Nightmare-

THE SECOND (REVISED) EDITION COMPLETE.

160 Pages.

Bound in Cloth.

Price Two Shillings.

Free by Post at the Published Price.

“The neat little volume before us, which ought to be read by everyone desirous of the truth in such matters-

Foote’s style is always bright, and the topics dealt with are
Reynolds's Newspaper.

THE FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING Co., Ltd,

“A MAGNIFICENT WORK."

Demy 8vo, cloth, 502 pp., 8s. 6d. net, by post 9s.

CHRISTIANITY AND MYTHOLOGY.

By J. M. ROBERTSON.

“ This magnificent work will be welcomed by all readers
among Freethinkers. It is a reference library in itself upon
the subject with which it deals. The reading, the research,
the critical comparisons shown are a matter for envy and
unbounded admiration.”— The Reformer.

“ A work that few men could have accomplished. That he
has done it is a distinction. That he has done it so-well
entitles him to something more than the respect—to the
gratitude, of Freethinkers.”—Freethinker.

London: Watts & Co., 17, Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.

of a nature to awaken interest even in the dullest nun

i STATIONERS' HALL COURT, LONDON, E-C-

NOW READY,

Photographs of Mr. G W. FOOTE

President N. S. S., Editor of Freethinker.

. salfs
These are excellent portraits, and the proceeds of th utiv

(by the kindness of Mr. Geo. Cross, Photographer, .rund
port) will be handed to the Twentieth Century
Cabinets is., postage id. e,d

Larger size, 12 by 10, when mounted, 2s. 6d., Posf .jj)g"e
Order from Miss Vance, 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, ¢
Hill, E.C.

EGETARIAN, Health Foods, Drinks, and other
Goods. Vegetarian, Temperance, Advanced
Humane, and Dress Reform Literature.  Send stamp

J. 0. BATES, Vegetarian Stores, Victoria-street
Gloucester.

(Mention the Freethinker.)

Published by The Freethought Publishing Companv,
at i Stationers’ Hall Court, London, E.C.



